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Preface to the 2nd Edition.

[n presenting this edition to the public, I have
much pleasure to state that the first edition was
received with more favour than I expected, notwith-
standing the defects it contained. In the preface
to that edition a promise was made to bring out
an improved and cnlarged edition as soon as it
was over.  But owing to several causes, over which
I had no control, the promise could not be kept.
It is therefore hoped that the indulgent public
would not mind the delay.

Several important changes have becn made in
this edition. As the first five lives in the first
edition were removed to another book, viz. Founrd-
ers and Reformers of Religion in India, published
two years ago, they arc omitted here. The remain-
ing seven lives have been improved and enlarged,
as far as possible. Moreover the lives of Empress
Nurjahdn, Balaji Vishvanitha, Nana Fadanavis, Tipu
Sultan Ranajitasing, Affonso Albuquerque, Dupleix,
Marquis Wellesley and Lord Dalhousie have been
added, making the book thus a repository of 16
biographies. To make the book more interesting
and attractive I had, at a considerable expense
and trouble, to get the wood-cuts prepared of all
the personages, except those of Balaji Visvavanath
and Dupleix whose originals it was beyond my
power to secure. In connection with this I express



viii I'reface to the 2nd Edition.

my obligations to my worthy teacher Mr. V. N.
Pathak, M. A., who kindly lent me the ivory-paint-
ings of Jahangiv and Nurjahin for my purpose.

In addition to the books consulted for the
first edition, I had to draw my information from
sceveral authors, whose names would make too long
a list to be given here. But I am mainly indebt-
ed to Orme’s IHistory of India, Rulers of India
Series, cdited by Dr. Hunter; Peshwa’s Bakhar,
History of Mysore by my estcemed friend Mr. M.
Shamarao, ™. A., Grant Duff’s History of the Maha-
rattas, Dow’s History of llindoostan, ete. I therc-
fore take this opportunity of expressing my
obligation to the authors, cditors, and publishers
of these valuable works,

I also take this opportunity of expressing my
sincere thanks to Mr. Cowasjec, Jamesctjee,
Jejeebohy, who kindly accepted the dedication of
this book.

Any suggestions for the improvement of the
book would be most thankfully received.

’
KAMANARATTI, DITARWAD. | R I D
270 March 1898. ' v o



PREFACE.

IPor the information coutained in the following
pages, 1 am mainly indebted to Ilphinstone’s
History of India, Macaulay’s Essays, ctc. These
lives were originally written for the use of my
pupils in the Kaunada Training College. 1 have
now at the request of my friends and pupils revis-
cd and published them.

There may be several defects in the following
lives. Dut if my beloved countrymen patronize
this little book as liberally as they did my pre-
vious publications, I shall, ere long, bring out an
improved and enlarged edition of it.  The life of
Akbar has been omitted, as it is shortly to appear
in a separate volume.

Any suggestions for the improvement of the
book will be most thankfully received.

DuarwaD,

|
7th May 1892. J R. H. D.
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