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PREFACE.

T HE history of the thirteen American colonies is at best
fragmentary and provincial, and does not assume the impor-
tance and value of the history of a nation until the meeting
of the Stamp Act Congress at New Y ork in the year 1765.
But who and what the people were who fought the war for
Independence and founded the United States—what was their
life, what their habits, thoughts, and manners—seemed to me,
when | began my study of American history, questions of the
deepest interest. They were questions, too, which appeared
to me never to have been answered in a compact and com-
prehensive form; and this volume is an attempt to supply
the deficiency. The chapters, therefore, which purport to de-
scribe the various colonies in and about the year 1765 repre-
sent the purpose of the book. They have been worked out,
in the course of several years, from a mass of material which
has been collectedin all directions, and which, although wholly
in print, isin many cases & generally unknown as if it still
slumbered in manuscript. To these chapters | have append-
ed notes— mere references—partly to support conclusions
which 1 thought might be questioned, and partly to aid other
students in the same field. The notes represent, however,
only a portion of the books, tracts, and newspapers actually
consulted. There are many titles in my note-books of works
which yielded nothing, and of others again which offered mat-
ter that had to be laid aside from mere superabundance of
material: only the most valuable and important figure in the
notes.

When | had finished these chapters for which the work was
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undertaken, and which have been in part delivered in the form
of lectures before the Lowell Institute of Boston, | felt that it-
was essential to my purpose to give an outline of the political
history of each colony, in order to present a complete picture
of the various communities. These sketches are as condensed
as | could make them, although they have run to afar greater
length than | hoped would be necessary. They make abso-
lutely no pretence to original research, but are merely my own
presentation of facts which ought to be familiar to every one.
For this reason | have thought it entirely superfluous to en-
cumber them with notes.

The question of arrangement was not an essy one where
thirteen distinct histories were involved; but, after much re-
flection, | decided to deal with each colony by itself, and give
its complete history down to the year 1765. This plan is
open to the charge of repetition; but it seemed to me better
than flitting from one colony to another, and thus distracting
the reader's attention more than was absolutely necessary.
The three concluding chapters are added, like those which
treat of the political history of each colony, merely for the
sake of completeness, and aim only to be a concise outline of
the events which resulted in national existence.

Many of the statistical details are, as | am only too well
aware, very dry reading, and the same may be said of the po-
litical history of some of the colonies. It may be possible to
make the political history of every colony in turn picturesque
and exciting; but | know that in regard to certain of them,
and in many portions of my history which could not be omit-
ted, this was a task far beyond my powers. Yet at the same
time | cannot but feel that the condition of the people of the
American colonies in the years preceding the Revolution, how-
ever insufficiently | may have dealt with it, is a subject of
deep interest and importance. | can only say that if any-
thing | have written is of assstance to students, or helps any
one to a better understanding of a nation and of a history
of which we may be rightly proud, | shall feel more than
repaid.

HENRY CABOT LODGE.

EAST POINT_, NAHANT, 1831
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HISTORY

OP THE

ENGLISH COLONIES IN° AMERICA.

- CHAPTER 1.
VIRGINIA FROM 1606 TO 1765.

WHEN independence was declared, Virginia stood at the head of
the English colonies in America. She was the most important polit-
ically, as she was the oldest and the most populous of the provinces.
Virginia was, moreover, the leader and representative of one of the
three great political groups which formed the thirteen colonies, and,
as such, she played a leading, and for many years a controlling, part
in the history of the United States.

The colonial history of Virginiamay be divided into three periods.
The first extends from 1607-1617, and is occupied with the mere
struggle for existence. The second is a period of political and mate-
rial development, covering about sixty years. The third and longest
lasted for a century—from 1677 to the outbreak of the Revolution—
and was a time of material growth and political torpor. In the last
two periods the colony closely resembled the mother country, not only
in social habits but in history. England rested after the terrible con-
flicts of the seventeenth century, and so did Virginia. If Walpole
could boast that during his administration England had no history,
the same remark applieswith tenfold force toVirginia; for the politi-
cal repose of the parent state became stagnation in the colony. But
the forces destined to convulse the world before the eighteenth cen-
tury closed were even then gathering strength, and the political ener-
gies which made America foremost in that great movement were re-
cuperated during these years of dothful inaction. )
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The earliest incidents in Virginian history and in the English colo-
nization of America carry us back to the glories of the Elizabethan
era, to the days of Marlowe and Shakspeare, of Burleigh and Wal-
singham, of Essex and Leicester, and Francis Bacon. In that great
period, the most conspicuous representative of a large class, and the
typical man of action, was Walter Raleigh, whose name is inseparably
connected with the first efforts of English colonization in America.
There is no need to dwell upon the ill-fated attempts to found a st-
tlement on Roanoke Island. Raleigh's first expedition was sent out in

1584, and for many subsequent years he persevered fruitlessly in
* his purpose of establishing a colony. These repeated failures
present merely the common picture of the ill-planned, ill-managed, and
disastrous endeavors of individuals in the sixteenth century to colo-
nize the New World. Raleigh lavished money and thought upon his
schemes; but he had undertaken a task beyond his strength, or that
of any one man at a time when the art of colonization was unknown,
and its difficulties scarcely imagined. The name Virginia bestowed
upon the new colony in honor of Elizabeth is the only lasting memo-
rial of Raleigh in America. To later times and to a new State has
been reserved the privilege of naming a city for the great adventurer.

These repeated disasters did not, however, cool the zed or diminish
the confidence of those Englishmen who were interested in discovery
and were the friends of colonization. Fresh voyages kindled fresh
hopes. The successful cruise of Captain Gosnold, his prosper-
ous winter in New England, and his discovery of a short north-
ern passage, produced much excitement in London, and greatly en-
couraged all interested in such projects, while the fortunate voyage
and favorable report of Weymouth a few years later seem to have
had a decisive effect. In the following year, on the petition of
certain " firm and hearty lovers" of colonization, James |. char-
tered two companies (the London and Plymouth) and bestowed upon
them in equal portions the vast territory included in twelve degrees of
latitude, and stretching from Cape Fear to Halifax. This charter and
the subsequent instructions are worthy of the intelligence of the first
Stuart. They are long, verbose documents, are of little historical val-
ue, and have no intrinsic merit of any kind. By virtue of them a
complicated form of government was framed. For each colony sepa
rate councils, appointed by the King, were instituted in England, and
these councils were in turn to name resident councillors for the col'
onies. Thirteen members constituted the resident council. They had

1584

180%.

18086,



ENGLISH COLONIES IN AMERICA. 3

power to choose their own president, to fill vacancies in their numbers,
and, ajury being required only in capital cases to act as a court of
last resort in all other causes. Religion was established in accordance
with the forms and doctrines of the Church of England. The advent-
urers, as the members of the Company were called, had power to coin
money and collect a revenue for twenty-one years from all vessds
trading to their ports, and they were dso freed from taxation for aterm
of years, One article alone, and only in the most general terms, pro-
vides for the liberty of the subject, as follows: " Who (ever) shall dwell
and inhabit within every and any of said severa colonies and planta-
tions, and every of their children * * * shall have and enjoy all liberties,
franchises, and immunities, within any of our other dominions, to all
intents and purposes as if they had been abiding and born within this
our realm of England." The good faith of this clause in the charter
is somewhat shaken by the open disregard of all English rights in the
instructions; but the principle contained in this provision, though lit-
tle noticed in 1606, became of vital interest in 1774. The arguments
of statesmen and parliaments, of patriots and colonial assemblies, turn
upon the existence of this principle of citizenship and freedom con-
ceded by James with the eaborate stupidity by which, in the same
paper, he evolved a system calculated to make his colonists little more
than daves. Another clause in the instructions, as important as it was
wrong and injurious, provided for community of goods.

A more awkward scheme could hardly have been devised. An arbi-
trary and irresponsible council in America, another almost equally so
in England, the legislative powers reserved to the King, the governing
body a commercial monopoly, and the chief principle of society com-
munity of property, together formed one of the most ingeniously bad
systems for the government of men which could be devised. To the
first settlers this frame of government and a seded box containing the
names of the resident council were confided. The men who composed
the expedition cared but little for forms of government. They were
imbued with the popular notions in regard to the New World. "1
tell thee," says Seagull, in Marston's play of " Eastward Ho!" writ-
ten in 1605, "golde is more plentifull there than copper is with
us; and for as much redde copper as | can bring, I'll have thrise
the weight in golde. Why, man, al their dripping-pans are pure
golde, and all the chaines with which they chaine up their streets are
massive golde; all the prisoners they take are fettered in golde; and
for rubies and"diamonds, they goes forth in holy dayes and gather
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'hem by the sea-shore, to hang on their children's coates and stick in
their children's caps, as commonly as our children wear saffron-gilt
brooches and groates with holes in them." The life in the new coun-
try was to be one of ease and luxury, abounding in everything good
to eat and drink; and last, though not least, Seagull says, " There we
shall have no more law than conscience, and not too much of eyther."
This was the picture of the dramatist, and was unquestionably in its
esence the theory of the first colonists. The wild anticipations of
the gold-hunter, the spirit of the conquerors of Mexico and Peru filled
the breasts and inspired the hearts of the men who embarked with
Captain Newport late in 1606, and who were destined to lay the foun-
dation of agreat English state in the New World.

Among the leaders of the expedition were Gosnold, the voyager and
discoverer, and a prime mover in the affair; Wingfield, one of the
first-named patentees, John Smith, Ratcliffe, Martin, Kendall, and
Percy. Of these men John Smith has become famous. He has taken
a place among the founders of states, and a romantic interest has at-
tached itself to his name. For centuries his character and deeds have
been applauded, while in late years they have become a theme for
censure and detraction. Modern investigation has relentlessly .swept
away the romance, and torn in pieces many of the long accepted nar-
ratives in which Smith recorded his own achievements. Yet it was
not wholly by a false and fluent pen that Smith obtained and held
his reputation. He was something more than a plausible writer of
fiction. He was the strongest and most representative man among
the Virginian colonists. He was an adventurer of a high order in
an age of adventurers, and with all the faults of his time and class
in full measure, he had aso their virtues, and it was here that he
surpassed his companions. Smith was arbitrary, jealous of power,
quarrelsome, and despotic, ready to lie audaciously to serve his own
ends, and rashly over-confident. But he was aso brave, energetic,
quick-witted, and full of resource. Bewitched, no doubt, by the same
visions as his companions, and far more imaginative than any of them,
he alone of all his little company had the power of recognizing exist-
ingfacts, and dealing with them as he found them. To buoyant hope
and sanguine belief in the unknown, so characteristic of the period,
Smith united the qualities of a leader, and some capacity for the
practical administration of the colony. The other principal men were
not of marked ability, and were, for the most part, of very indifferent
character. Percy united to a noble name honor, courage, and good
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intentions. Gosnold had been a successful discoverer, and appears
aso to have been an honest and sensible man. Wingtield was, with
the exception of Percy, the most important personage in point of
wealth and social position, and had served for many years in the Eu-
ropean wars, but he proved incapable of governing. The remaining
leaders, and the great mass of their followers as well, were adventurers
of alow type. London was swarming with such characters, who had
been left idle by the cessation of the Spanish wars, and who now
thronged the capital restless and dissatisfied, eager for fresh scenes in
new worlds, and thirsting for the old life of freebooting and discov-
ery. Smith concisely catalogues them as "poor gentlemen, trades-
men, serving-men, and libertines." They were certainly wretched ma-
terial for the founders of a state, especialy as the " poor gentlemen "
were to the tradesmen and mechanics in the ratio of five to one.

With this hopeful company Newport left the Downs on the 1st of
January, 1607. The worthy Richard Hakluyt sent them a
paper containing much good advice and some ingenious geo-
graphical speculations, and Drayton celebrated their departure in clum-
sy verses filled with high-flown compliments. The advice of the priest
and the praise of the poet were alike wasted. By an arrangement in-
geniously contrived to promote discord, devised probably by royal
sagacity, the box containing the names of the council was not to be
opened until the voyagers reached their destination. Dissension broke
out almost immediately. Whatever the merits of the differences, this
much is certain, that Smith was the object of the concentrated jeal-
ousy and hatred of his companions. He probably invented the story
of the erection of a pair of gallows for him at the island of Mevis,
" which he could not be persuaded to use;" but there is no doubt of
the fact that he aone of those nominated was excluded from a seat
in the council on their arrival in Virginia. His superior abilities, his
arbitrary temper, and probable self-assertion, sufficiently account for
this attack; but he was not long depressed by the reverse, and ob-
tained his office within a month after the landing.

On the 13th of May, 1607, the settlers landed at Jamestown, sent
out exploring parties, and began fortifications. A fortnight later,
under the command of Wingfield, they repulsed an attack by the
Indians; and on the 22d of June Newport sailed for England, and
left them to their own resources. The prospect must have been a
dreary one: nothing answered to their expectations. Instead of val-
uable mines, the adventurers found only a most fertile soil; instead

1607.
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of timid, trusting South American Indians, they encountered wild
tribes of hardy, crafty, and hostile savages; instead of rich, defence-
less, and barbarian cities, an easy and splendid spoil, they found a wil-
derness, and the necessity of hard work. From the miserable char-
acter of the settlers, dangerous factions prevailed from the first, until
Smith obtained control, and maintained some sort of order—despot-
ically, perhaps, but still effectually.

No one would work, and famine and the Indians preyed upon them
mercilessly. A small fort and a few wretched huts, built after much
quarrelling, represented for many months all that was accomplished.
The only relief from this dark picture of incompetent men perishing,
without achievement, and by their own folly, on the threshold of a
great undertaking, is to be found in the conduct of Smith. Despite
almost insurmountable obstacles, Smith kept the colony together for
two years. He drilled the soldiers, compelled labor, repaired the fort,
traded with the Indians, outwitted them and kept their friendship,
and made long and daring voyages of discovery. He failed to send
home a lump of gold, but he did send an excellent map of the Com-
pany's territory. He did not discover the passage to the South Seg,
but he explored the great bays and rivers of Virginia. He did not
find Raleigh's lost colonists, but he managed to keep his own from
total destruction. The great result of all Smith's efforts was the
character of permanency he gave to the settlement. Because he suc-
ceeded in maintaining an English colony for two consecutive years in
America, the London Company had courage to proceed; and this is
what constitutes Smith's strongest claim to the admiration and grat-
itude of posterity. To suppose that he had the qualities of a foun-
der of a state is a mistake, although in some measure he did the
work of one. Neither Smith's character nor the nature of his ambi-
tion-fitted him for such a task; but he was a quick-witted and intel-
ligent man, who understood, or soon discovered, the necessary condi-
tions of successful colonization. With a strong hand, therefore, he
repressed the wretched malice and ignorant folly which had ruined
previous settlements; and when his opportunities and his companions
are considered, it is matter for profound astonishment that Smith
should have succeeded as he did. His veracity as a historian in the
later years of his life has been well-nigh destroyed. But little faith
can be placed in the "Generall Historie," and modern investigation has
conclusively relegated to the region of legend and of jfiction the dra-
matic story of Smith's rescue by Pocahontas. The shadow of doubt
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rests upon all his unsupported statements; but nothing can obscure
his great services to which the world owes the foundation of the
first English colony in America. Yet, after all his struggles, Smith
was severdly blamed by the Company, apparently because Virginia
was not Peru. In a manly letter he ss forth the defects of the col-
ony, the need of good men with families, industrious tradesmen and
farmers, not " poor gentlemen and libertines" Before, however, the
actual orders came to supersede him, Smith resigned, or was forced
out of the government, and returned to England. The feeble life of
the colony wasted fast after his departure and during the sickness of
Percy, who succeeded to the command. Matters, indeed, came to
such a pass that the settlement, even after the coming of Gates and
Somers with part of the fleet, was actually abandoned, when
Lord Delaware arrived as Governor and Captain-general with
fresh men and supplies.

Misfortune had stimulated the London Company to fresh exer-
tions; theii' charter had been extended, and powersreserved in the old
one to the King were now given to the Company, which thus became
thoroughly democratic in its organization. Preudice againgt the
colonists on account of their ill-success, and rumors that the half-
starved wretches intended to parce out Virginia, then including a
large part of North America, among themsdves, caused the Company,
acting under the new charter, to deprive the settlers of such poor
liberties as they already possessed. The Governor was in future to
exercise uncontrolled authority, and he was empowered to rule, if he
saw fit, by a code of martial law used in the Low Countries.

Lord Delaware, the first Governor under the new system, held office
but a short time. He came surrounded by the pomp of the Old
World, with atrain of liveried servants, whose gorgeous dresses must
have had a strange effect in the dark Virginian forests. The osten-
tation of his administration, which was, on the whole, a beneficial one,
and the splendor of his train, show the profound ignorance of the
time in regard to the necessties and conditions of colonization. Lord
Delaware was soon succeeded in office by Sir Thomas Dale, to whom
Virginia is more indebted than to any of her early governors. Dale
" administered his government in accordance with the martial code pre-
pared for use at the Governor's discretion. By these severe and sal-
utary laws he curbed the refractory temper of his worthless subjects,
and was for five years the ruling spirit of the colony, although Gates
was for a time at the head of affairs. During this period the Com-

1610,
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pany improved and increased the emigration, but the advance was
chiefly due to their Governor in Virginia. Taking advantage of the
marriage of Pocahontas, Dale continued and strengthened his success
ful Indian treaties, while at the same time he extended the settlements
and kept them in order. But that which did most credit to his wis-
dom and good sense was his initiation of a reform in the manner of
holding property. He provided for the introduction of individual
proprietorship, and by thus breaking down the wretched communal
system imposed upon the colonists, he laid the foundations of future
strength and prosperity. Dale found the colony struggling for a
doubtful existence, and left it firmly established. The first period
inVirginian history was terminated by this strong and wise adminis-
tration.

George Yeardley, the deputy, carried on the government after Sir
1616- Thomas Dale's departure, but was soon superseded by Samuel
1617. Argall, who obtained the office of governor through the influ-
ence of the Court faction in the Company. Argall was a sea-captan
of piratical tastes, who had been conspicuous during Dale's adminis-
tration for the abduction of Pocahontas, for pillaging and burning the
huts of the French fishermen in Acadia, and, as has been alleged, for
bullying the Dutch traders on Manhattan. As might have been ex-
pected from his career, Argall was an active, energetic, unscrupulous
man, who, placed at the head of a government administered in accord-
ance with a military code, carried it on in the spirit of a buccaneer,
and was tyrannical and extortionate. He stimulated the energy
which had flagged somewhat under the mild rule of Yeardley ; but he
did what under the circumstances was still better, he oppressed the
colonists and robbed them of their property, his especia vengeance
and greed lighting on the friends of Lord Delaware. Complaints
soon found their way to England. The Virginians had now awakened

. to the fact that they were shockingly misgoverned; that they were
left at the mercy of one man's will; that their rights were unknown,
and that they had no protection against the tyranny of such rufflers
as Argall. The period of political development had begun.

Argall carried his oppression too far. Reports of his misrule cir-
culating in England almost stopped emigration at a very critical pe-
riod in the life of the colony. Moreover, Argall had chosen his time
badly. The patriot party, who were beginning to make the London
Company for Virginia a school for education in free government,
found that the governorship of their colony had been stolen, and the
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enterprise almost ruined by the Court minority. The grievances of
the Virginians obtained, therefore, a ready hearing from men upon
whom the hand of majesty had already begun to press.

The fortunes of the little American settlement were caught and
swept along in the political current then just beginning to run
strongly in England. The indignation aroused in London by
Argall's misconduct led to the instant defeat of the Court party. Sir
Edwin Sandys replaced Sir Thomas Smith as treasurer, and was in turn
succeeded by another liberal, the Earl of Southampton. A mercantile
company is at best a wretched sovereign; but Virginia was fortunate
in falling into the hands of men who at that moment cared more for
liberal principles than for anything else. The opposition was all-pow-
erful in the Company, and they made it a battle-ground with the King.
They were at last defeated; but in the mean time they conferred on
Virginia a representative government, and taught the colonists the
lesson of successful resistance. Thus the great political forces at
work in England gave Virginia free institutions through the strange
medium of a commercial monopoly. Sandys, Southampton, Digges,
Selden, and the rest, using the London Company as a political engine,
not only governed Virginiawisely, but, to further other ends, gave her
political opportunities from which she reaped lasting benefit.

Not content with the recall of Argall, and with despatching first
Lord Delaware, who died on the voyage, and then Yeardley in his
stead, the Company granted a new form of political organization to
the colonists. The Governor's power was in future to be limited by
a council, and the assemblage of a representative body was author-
ized. Yeardley and the colonists immediately concurred in this
measure, and the House of Burgesses met in June, 1619.
Almost their first act was to exclude the burgesses from
Martin's hundred, because, by the terms of their patent, they were
exempted from obedience to the laws of the colony. The burgesses
prayed the Company that the clause in the charter guaranteeing equal
laws might not be violated, and the maintenance of the great Eng-
lish principle of the equality of all men before the law dignifies the
first meeting of the first representative body of America. The sesson
was mainly occupied with the passage of sumptuary laws and police
regulations. Appropriate statutes provided for the government of
the clergy, and a tax on tobacco was laid for their support. The leg-
islation of these men was as unimportant as it could well be in its
general character, yet it contained the germ of that jealous resistance

1818,
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to the mother country and all things proceeding thence which indel
ibly marks American colonia history. Dale's firm government had
imparted stability to the infant State, while Argall's galling tyranny
had stimulated the latent political life. Political habits, although
laid aside with difficulty, are easily resumed by all the English race.
Even in this feeble Virginian settlement, among this handful of men
scattered along the outskirts of the wilderness, the same spirit existed
which was at that very moment making itself felt in England. Ma.
terial prosperity had begun, and political development was close be-
hind. With Dal€e's administration closes thefirst period in Virginian
history. A year of bad government ensues, and with the meeting of
the Burgesses the second stage is reached. The parasitic existence is
at an end, and the colony begins to have interests and a life of its
own. This year, so marked in Virginian annals by the dawn of rep-
resentative government and constitutional freedom, is made still fur-
ther memorable by the arrival of the first daves in America. The
landing of this ill-omened freight was probably due to the open-
ing of the Virginian ports to free-trade by the London Company, al-
though they may have been a legacy of Argall's piratical rule. The
year was aso marked by much immigration of very varied excellenoe.
A large proportion of the immigration at this time consisted of boys
and girls seized by press-gangs in the streets of London, and shipped
as if they were felons condemned to transportation; yet through
every difficulty growth and progress could be perceived.

When Virginiaheld her first Assembly, twenty-two Burgesses, rep-
resenting eleven boroughs, composed that body. A few hundred
sturdy, liberty -loving Englishmen, bearing up against unexampled
hardships, living the rudest and most exposed lives, and striving for
sudden fortune by tobacco-growing, constituted the great State of Vir-
giniain 1619. But the prospects of future success opened by the
wealth which tobacco seemed to insure served to rapidly build up the
colony. Immigration increased and improved. The "prudent men,
with families" whom Smith had sighed for began to come. The rapid
growth of the colony in numbers, wealth, and commercial importance
is shown by the increase of the population from six hundred to four
thousand within a year after the first Assembly, and by orders in
council prohibiting free-trade. So firmly was the colony established
during Yeardley's administration, that the Indian outbreak, in which
more than three hundred persons perished, did not destroy the settle-
ments. This attack occurred in the second year of the administration
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of Sir Francis Wyatt, who, when he came to Virginia as Yeardley'a
successor, brought a new congtitution granted by the Com-
pany to their colonists. Not only were the former immuni-
ties and franchises confirmed, but definite provison was made for the
regular assamblage of the representative body. This further aston-
ishing act of generosty and wisdom on the part of a commercial
monopoly was due to no efforts of the colonists. They had gone so
far as to complain of Argall, and to humbly petition against unjust
and unequal patents, but they had not yet thought of demanding
formal securities for their rights. The permisson to hold an assem-
bly was everything to men who had only dared to hope for the recall
of an obnoxious governor; but to have a regular frame of constitu-
tional government conferred upon them by the voluntary action of
the Company was something they had never even dreamed of, and
their good fortune was due to far more powerful agencies than their
own discontents:

The rising opposition to James and to prerogative, in favor of lib-
erty, indicated the growth of the great movement which brought the
next Stuart to the block, and the London Company for Virginia has
obtained lasting fame as the first ground occupied by the patriot
party in England. Under the democratic constitution of the advent-
urers, freedom of debate and love of independence were fostered.
James, ever jealous of any invasion, real or fancied, of his prerogative,
attempted interference at an early day; but the intrepid Company op-
posed him, and st at naught his claim to nominate their officers
James denounced the Company as " a seminary for a seditious Par-
liament," and said he would rather they should choose the devil as
treasurer than Sir Edwin Sandys. So high did the contest run that
Chamberlain, writing to Sir Dudley Carleton, says: " The factions in
these two companies are grown so violent, as Guelfs and Ghibellines
were not more animated one againg another; and they sddom
meet upon the Exchange or in the dreds, but they brabble and quar-
rel"

From this struggle and the fedlings it excited, the colonists ob
tained solid advantages, but the doom of the Company was sedled.
James pursued them unrelentingly, the " great massacre" coming at
a moment to fan discontent and encourage his schemes  Royal com-
missoners were thereupon sent to Virginia to gather materials for
the destruction of the Company. The Virginians, however, sood by
their friends. The commissioners, without producing their creden-

1632,
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tials, demanded the records of the Assembly. The Assembly de-
clined to comply. The commissioners bribed the clerk of the House
to give up the records, and the Assembly stood their clerk in the
pillory and cut off his ear. But all this patriotic resistance was
fruitless on the part of colonists and adventurers alike; the former
learned their first lesson in resisting the royal power, and the Com-
pany lost its charter. A quo warranto was tried in the King's Bench,
and the charters annulled. The "London" Company and the in-
trigues which gave it importance and led to its dissolution concern
us only in their immediate connection with Virginia. In obedience
to their own sentiments, and in conformity with their most cherished
principles, the London adventurers endowed Virginia with free insti-
tutions, but their overthrow was none the less a distinct benefit to
the colony. It not only relieved the settlers from the cumbrous,
complicated, and uncertain government of a mercantile corporation,
but it placed them in the same direct relation with their King as his
other subjects.

Sir Francis Wyatt was continued in his office after the dissolution
1634. of the charter, and again when Charles |. came to the throne.
1625. spon after the latter event he resigned the government to
Yeardley, and sailed for England. The five years of Wyatt's admin-
istration are memorable for their legislative activity, for the formation
of political habits, and for the first opposition to the home government
which strengthened and confirmed the independent spirit of the colo-
nists. The session of 1623-'24, the year the royal commissioners came

,to Virginia for assistance in ruining the Company, is marked in the
Statute-book by the definition and declaration of certain guiding
political principles which were never after shaken. The most impor-
tant were the limitations on the Governor's power; he was not " to
lay any taxes or impositions upon the colony, their lands, or other
way than by the authority of the General Assembly, to be levied and
employed as said Assembly shall appoint." The Governor was not
to withdraw the inhabitants from their labors for his own service,
and Burgesses attending the Assembly were to be privileged from
arrest  These were the same great and fundamental principles for
which patriotic men were then contending in England. Virginia
learned and applied the best theories of English constitutional gov-
ernment with wonderful aptitude.

In this same session, besides'a number of private acts and police
regulations, monthly courts, to be held by commissioners appointed by



ENGLISH COLONIES IN AMERICA. 13

the Governor, the commander of the place being ex officio of the quo-
rum, were established in some of the more distant boroughs. One law
passed at this time curiously illustrates how thoroughly English the
Virginians were in the recognition of social position, and how the
whole state of society was destined to be a reproduction on a small
scade and in a new country of that which the colonists had left. It
was enacted, " that such persons of quality as shall be found delinquent
in their duties, being not fitt to undergoe corporal punishment, may
notwithstanding be ymprisoned at the discretion of the commander."
This delicacy in dealing with well-born malefactors shows that, though
these early settlers had a hearty love of political liberty and the en-
forcement of law, they were by no means the sturdy young republi-
cans they are sometimes represented. They were true Englishmen,
wedded to the traditions, prejudices, and socia habits of their native
land.

When Charles succeeded his father he continued Wyatt, and made
no mention of the liberties and franchises enjoyed by the settlers; for it
probably did not occur to him that such persons needed representative
government. That he discountenanced the former " popular course,"
is probable from the break in the meetings of the Assembly which
seems to have occurred at this time. But although Virginia was a
feeble colony, she produced a valuable staple. Charles wanted money,
was determined to engross the profits on tobacco, and really cared
very little how the men who raised the tobacco were governed. His
sore need of money led him into arecognition of the Assembly. With
that body he carried on his dealings, and King and burgesses haggled
over their bargains with right good-will. The burgesses declined to
accede to the proposed royal monopoly, although they offered Charles
good terms. Meantime Wyatt departed for Ireland, and on the death
of his successor the Council chose Francis West as governor, and
subsequently John Pott. The latter was soon superseded by a royal

governor, Sir John Harvey, a commissioner of the King at the
1629. {ime of the dissolution of the Company, and between whom
and the Virginians there was but little good-will. He quickly filled
up the measure of unpopularity by assuming the power of granting
unpatented lands, and the turbulent quarrels which ensued between
governor and people show merely the former's despotic spirit and de-
sire of encroaching upon the powers of the Assembly, and the rather
ill-regulated love of liberty which then characterized the Virginians.
These quarrels proved in the end to have been well timed. From com-
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plaints, the colonists soon proceeded to more active measures, and

. "thrust Harvey out of the government." He went to Eng-
%ggg land, and laid his complaints before theKing. Charleswasin
: no mood to tolerate opposition, and reinstated the obnoxious
Governor, who continued in office three years longer, followed by the
bitter hatred of the colonists. But Charles was getting deeper and
deeper into difficulties, which rendered harsh treatment of his colonies
most unprofitable and inexpedient. He gradually relaxed his poli-
cy, and in 1639 reappointed Sir Francis Wyatt to the government of
Virginia.

There were during the period of Harvey's administration two events
of great importance. One was the first intercourse with another col-
ony, that which settled Maryland in 1632 under the auspices of Lord
Baltimore; the other was the rise of the Puritan party in Virginia.
The former was the main cause of Harvey's trouble. Harvey was
well disposed toward the new-comers, and treated them with fair-
ness and consideration, while the Virginians swallowed their indig-
nation at what they deemed a dismemberment of their territory, and
received Calvert's colonists kindly enough. But this good-nature was
of short duration. Quarrels about jurisdiction broke out almost im-
mediately, and Harvey and the Marylanders alike suffered. Clay-
borne's petty wars with the Calverts excited the sympathy of Vir-
ginia, but, so far as she was concerned, repay no one's study. They
served in a harsh way to accustom the Virginians to neighbors, and
taught them their first lesson of forbearance for the sake of mutual
advantage. The rise of the Puritans had a much more immediate and
marked effect upon the fortunes of Virginia. The appearance of Pu-
ritans and Puritan principles was due to a small immigration of that
class many years before, and to the increasing distrust of royalty bred
by the condition of the times. Virginiahad been settled before the
beginning of the struggle which afterward rent England asunder, and,
more strongly attached to the Established Church than to any other
form of worship, the Virginians had always made it their first nominal
duty to guard and support the religion of the state. They had never
felt themselves injured by the Stuarts. Both James and Charles had,
in the main, treated them well, and the difficulties with the latter had
béen only the natural disagreements of buyer and seller. Ultimate
victory had crowned their resistance to Harvey ; and no principle had
been involved in any of these contests. Such a community was not
avery promising soil far the Puritans; yet so great was the. strength
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‘of their doctrines, their party had struck its roots so deep down into
every part of English society, that they throve even in Virginia, al-
though as yet the lines were not sharply drawn,
After a short term of little more than two years Wyatt was replaced
1642 by Sir William Berkeley, who came furnished with abundance
"+ of mild words and fair promisesfrom Charles, then hard pushed
by his enemies. The new Governor was, of coursg, at the head of the
Royalist interest, governed well at first, and was generally popular. The
arrival of New England missonaries first aroused the dominant party,
and an act was passed that " all Non-conformists shall be compelled to
depart the collony with all conveniencie” The general tone of this
Assembly shows that the religious feeling was wholly in ac-
%gj% cordance, with the moderate party of the Established Church
" in England. There was this act againg the Puritans; but, in
remembrance of Maryland, a much sterner law against Papists. The
burgesses granted two housss to Berkeley, and made good his salary ;
but they stated distinctly in the act that it was not to be drawn into
a precedent. In their revised laws they re-enacted that the Governor
was not to lay taxes without leave of the Assembly, and that burgesss
should be privileged; they further provided that nothing was to con-
travene the act of the Assembly, that every one demanding a jury had
aright to one, and that appeals could be brought from county courts
to the quarter courts, and thence to the Assembly. The general char-
acter of the legisation was hostile to the prerogative, and, except for
the law against Non-conformists, was far more Puritan than Royalist.
The first step toward federation was taken in the passage of an act
ratifying and regulating commerce with Maryland.

At a great distance from England, the colonists were exempt from
civil war, and their prosperity increased rapidly, interrupted only by
a second Indian outbreak, which Berkeley quelled with vigor

1644. . S
and uccess  Yet Virginia was so exact a copy in little of
the mother country, that during this period of quiet and prosperlty
the Puritan party grew so steadily that the restless Clayborne ‘found it
worth his while to appear as one of its leaders. The execution of the
King naturally produced a violent revulsion, while the strong mess
ures of Parliament had already aided Berkeley's party, which had been
enabled to vote the Governor a guard, and to empower him to
1649. impress troops. The sorrow and indignation of the naturally
loyal Virginians at the" murder " of the King put the Cavalier party
in fact so completely in the ascendant that laws were passed of the
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very strongest nature in regard to those who dared to defend the
manner of Charless death, or to agperse his memory. The number
of Independents in Virginia was trifling; and the majority of the col- -
onists, not possessing the religious stimulus, shrank in undisguised
horror from what they considered the awful crime of Cromwell and
his soldiers. Virginia, therefore, went on quietly as before with a
Royalist government. The last act of Charles had been a kind one
in declining to restore the Company—which he did not then have
the power to do—and the well-known sympathy of Virginiawith
the unhappy King drew many exiled Cavaliers to America, and thus
increased the Royalist strength in the colonial parties.

Berkeley's invitation to Charles | | . to come to Virginia was cer-
tainly made in good faith, and there is every reason to suppose that
the sentiment of the colony supported the offer of the Governor;
but the founders of the English Commonwealth were not the men to
suffer disobedience, even in the most remote corner of their posses
sions. Commissioners for the colonies were appointed—among oth-
ers Clay borne—and the fleet in which they sailed arrived at
Jamestown in 1652. The Assembly and the commissioners
very soon came to an agreement. Either the ultra-loyalism produced
by Charles's execution had subsided, and the Puritan party had re-
gained enough ground to enable it to act offensively upon the slight-
est external encouragement, or the loyal valor of the mass of the col-
onists evaporated at the sight of a fleet manned by the seamen of
Blake and Ayscue. The substantial victory, at all events, rested with
the Puritan party, and it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that
Berkeley found himself, after all his brave talk, insufficiently sup-
ported. Colonies are proverbially selfish, and, despite their warlike
preparations, the Virginians appear to have shown no overwhelming
desire for bloodshed. The mildness of the terms granted accord well
with the circumstances of the times. The Parliament was in no
mood to make fresh enemies, especially where distance rendered them
formidable; and the Puritan party in the colony, upon whom the
home government had to rely, probably set the safety and prosperity
of Virginia far above all other considerations. The ascendancy of
the Puritan element, however, was secured in Virginia, and their
leaders administered the affairs of the colony until the Restoration.
Nothing could have been more free and independent than the govern-
ment establithed and maintained under the auspices of Cromwell.
The Protector did not appoint one of the three Puritan governors—

1652.
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Bennet, Digges, and Matthews; they were all chosen by the Assem-
bly, and derived their power entirely from the representatives of the
people. The samewas true of the Council, and at no period did Vir-
ginia enjoy so large a measure of self-government as under the Pro-
tectorate. The Parliamentary commissioners, headed by the active
Clayborne, occupied themselves chiefly with the affairs of Maryland,
and with settling boundaries; while the Assembly defined the powers
of the Governor and Council, and asserted the popular rights in their
fullest extent. Indeed, in their difficulty with Matthews, they re-
moved and re-elected him, and succeeded perfectly In all their claims
to the supreme power in the state. They followed the principles
and example of the great Parliament in England, but acted with
more moderation and fairness, and they fortunately met no provincial
Cromwell ready and able to tear power from their grasp. That Vir-
ginia prospered during the period of the Protectorate is not surpris-
ing; for, under the guidance of the Puritan party, the liberties of the
people were quietly, legally, and successfully affirmed and established,
while their interests were prudently protected.

But Puritanism left a more enduring mark upon the English
colonial policy than a passing alteration of particular governments.
When Berkeley was first sent to Virginia, he brought with him royal
instructions regulating trade, and requiring that all Virginian prod-
ucts should be shipped to English ports alone. This was the dawn
of the famous restrictive policy; but it was reserved to Cromwell to
put this policy into an enduring shape by means of the Navigation
Act passed as a war measure by the Long Parliament, the first of the
famous series which led ultimately to the revolt of the colonies. This
act was not observed in Virginia, despite the equivalents granted by
Parliament in the treaty, and no attempt was then made to enforce it.

The government of the colony during the terra of the Puritan as
cendancy was not only wise but strong. Clayborne and Bennet, at
the head of a victorious party, were not the men to forget their for-
mer difficulties and defeats in Maryland; and backed by the Virginian
strength, and in the name of the Commonwealth, they subdued and
governed their Catholic neighbor. The theory of repressed loyalty.
in Virginia can be safely abandoned. Satisfied with the triumph
of his party and its leaders, Cromwell |eft the colony to take care of
itself. On the other hand, his party, strong in the Protector's sup-
port, governed wisely and well, oppressing no one, and making the
colony prosperous at home and respected abroad. The death of Oli-

' 2
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ver and the accession of Richard were received in Virginia, as in Eng-
land, without an outbreak of any kind, and Richard was universally
acknowledged. When Samuel Matthews died, shortly after, Virginia
was left without a Governor, and the abdication of Richard left Eng-
land without a recognized Government. The Virginian Assembly,
with all the power of the state in its hands, determined to await the
-1660 arrival of commissioners, and in the mean time re-elected
" Berkeley. This fatal reversion to the head of the old party
is not essy to understand. It indicates an absence of party-spirit,
and apparently a lack of leading men on the Puritan side, and was
certainly a mistake which led to many troubles subsequently. Dur-
ing the Protectorate Virginia enjoyed peace, prosperity, and good
government, and at the time of the Restoration possessed frée-trade,
universal suffrage, and religious freedom. There was no reason for- -
her craving a return to the old government. The mildness of par-
ties, however, permitted the feeble Royalist reaction to go on un-
checked. The general sentiment of Virginia was undoubtedly Royal-
ist, but not extreme; and, in obedience to what was at best a sen-
timent, the people suffered the King's party to recover without a
struggle their power in the colony. Some of the old leaders of the
Puritan party were dead, and the survivors were neither active nor
decided. They and their followers yielded at a moment when self-
assertion would have been all-sufficient,and afterward resisted in a
‘way and at a time when utter overthrow was alone possible for them.
Hope made the Royalists active, while the Puritans were inert; and
the former, aided no doubt by the general human desire of being on
the winning side, carried with them the unresisting mass of the peo-
ple. This want of foresight and firmness at a critical moment after-
ward cost the Virginians dear. An opportunity for the establishment
of liberal and independent government was lost, which no amount of
subsequent turbulence and rebellion could retrieve. During the pe-
riod of the Commonwealth another great political question had shown
itself for the first time. Treaties had been begun with New England
and New Y ork, and the bonds connecting Virginia and Maryland had
been drawn closer. This more general intercourse is the first faint
indication of the confederating spirit, and was largely due to the rule
of Cromwell, under which most of the colonies enjoyed. the greatest
measure of freedom they ever obtained while in a state of subjection
to the parent country.
Berkeley, on his second accession, was at first disposed to obey the
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Aszmbly, and govern after the manner of his Puritan predecessors;
but the news of the Restoration put the public mind into the same
transport of Royalist zed and repentance which was manifested in
England. This new popular feeling a once threw all the power into
the hands of the old Royalist faction, who were week enough and fool -
ish enough to at once push their advantages to dangerous extremes.
1661 The Commonwealth men disappeared from the new Assembly,

" and Roydists took their place.  An address was voted to the
King, and a munificent outfit was granted to Berkeley, who went to
England to protest againg the enforcement of the Navigation Act.
Berkeley, on his return, brought back advantageous patents for him-
sdf, but nothing for the colony; and Clay borne, the last of the Puritan
leeders, was displaced from his office of Secretary. The power of
taxation was put into the hands of the Governor and Council for three
years. The Church of England wes re-established, and severe laws
were passad againgt Dissenters. Worst of all, the royal government at
home proceeded to enforce the Navigation Act; and as a consequence
.of this last step, tobacco fell to a low price, and importsrose. The
persecutions of the Dissenters, who had so recently been all-powerful,
1663 and the navigation laws could lead only to trouble. The first

" outbresk came as early as 1663, when the celebrations of the
blessed Restoration were still fresh in every ongs memory. Public
feeling, however, was not yet ripe; the plot, conducted by a few ob-
scure extremisgts of the Puritan faction, failed miserably, and some
of the ringleaders were hung. No heed weas taken of this warning.
The profligate government of Charles | | . cared only for the money to
be squeezed from Virginia, and enforced the Navigation Act, until the
trade of the plantation was dmost extinguished. Charles even went
farther, and granted to Lords Arlington and Culpepper the whole of
Virginia. Thus the colonists saw themsdves deprived not only of
their trade, but of the very titlesto the land they owned, and the vile
government in England did not in the colony lack petty imitators of
their fecble policy, or of their gross corruptions and oppressions. The
justices levied taxes for their own emolument, and a wretched policy
of severity was pursued toward the Indians, which exasperated with-
out subduing them. The Church, in whose behaf the government
persecuted Dissenters, fell into contempt. The priests were licentious
and incompetent, and corruption and extortion prevailed. Frontier
forts were established, many of which were usdess grievances. In
-1674 a second revolt wes on the point of breaking forth; but there
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were no leaders, and the people, unable to lead themselves, were in-
1674, duced by some partial reformsto remain quiet. There had been

no election of burgesses:since the Restoration, the ultra-royalist
Assembly then elected having been continued from year to year by
prorogation; and the mere existence of such an Assembly was a constant
reminder to the people of the libertiesthey had lost and of the rights
which were infringed. Everything was in a combustible condition.
An immediate grievance and a popular leader were alone required to
produce rebellion, and neither was long wanting. The Indian policy
led to an Indian war, and for some unexplained reason Berkeley dis-
banded the forces gathered to repress it.

We are left to suppose that Berkeley regarded Indian troubles as a
wholesome antidote to domestic ones; but in murders by Indians the
colonists had a sharp, pressing grievance, and in Nathaniel Bacon they
found a leader. Bacon was a young Englishman who had been but a
short time in the colony; but he was one of the Council, and of so great
a popularity that he not improbably excited the jealousy of Berke-
ley. He was brave, rich, eloguent, well-meaning, apparently ambi-
tious, and certainly far from wise. It seems probable that the real
movers in the business were two planters named Drummond and Law-
rence, who used Bacon and his popularity to advance their own ends,
and to accomplish changes more important than the punishment of
Indian hostilities. Drummond and Lawrence, the latter especialy,
evidently intended a general reform of all the great abuses, and prob-
ably used the pretext of the Indian wars for this object. Bacon, in
response to the popular call, after having in vain applied for a com-
mission, marched at the head of a few men against the savages, and in
the mean time Berkeley proclaimed Bacon and his men rebels, and
pursued them vainly with troops. While Berkeley was absent the
revolt became general, breaking out in the lower counties, and he was
obliged to retreat. The Governor, at last aware of the rising storm,
had issued writs for a new Assembly, to which Bacon was elected.
On his way thither Berkeley arrested him, but soon released him on
parole; and when the Assembly met, Bacon read at the bar a written
confession and apology, and was thereupon pardoned and readmitted
to the Council. Shortly after this submission Bacon fled on suspicion
of a plot against his life, and returned to Jamestown with a large
force. After scenes of much excitement, he appealed, not without a
show of violence, to the Assembly, who made him their general, vin-
dicated his course, and sent a letter approving him to England. The



ENGLISH COLONIES IN AMERICA. 21

Assembly also endeavored to reform abuses, and were resisted by Bérke-
ley, who, in his turn, wrote a letter to England for aid. The Assem-
bly, now entirely committed to Bacon, were persisting in their redress
of grievances when Berkeley dissolved them. Bacon, powerful both
by the support of the Assembly and the troops, extorted the necessary
commissions from the Governor, and marched againgt the Indians. As
soon as he was gone Berkeley once more proclaimed him a rebel.
Bacon, on hearing this news, in the midst of a succesful campaign,
retraced his steps, and Berkeley, deserted by his troops, fled to Acco-
mac. Bacon was now supreme. He summoned a convention of all
the principal men at the Middle Plantation to replace the Assembly,
and pledged them to his support, and to resstance, even to England, if
their wrongs weré not redressed.  He then marched once more against
the Indians; but in his absence the fleet which he had sent to capture
Berkeley was betrayed, and the Governor returned to Jamestown at
the head of his would-be captors. The Baconians in Jamestown at
once made peace with Berkeley, and Bacon once more returned. After
a mere travesty of a sege, Berkeley, again deserted by his men, fled to
Accomac; and Bacon, entering Jamestown in triumph, burned .thetown.
ShoTtly after, Bacon died from a fever contracted in the marshes, and
his followers scattered at once, to be caught in detail and executed by
Berkeley. Soended theVirginia rebellion. Nothing was gained ; the
political energies of the people were exhausted, and they sank back
into apathy for the next century. Yet every circumstance was favor-
able to the popular cause The grievances were intolerable, the whole
people were ripe for revolt, and their oppressor, Berkeley, was a nar-
row-minded and tyrannical man of the old Cavalier school, whose pris-
tinepopularity had totally disappeared. Asbetween Bacon and Berke-
ley there can be but one decison. The former was brave, impetuous,
and honest; the latter acted with consstent bad faith from the out-
s, Yet Bacon was utterly incompetent for the task before him.
He lacked discretion, and when placed in a position too trying for his
power swasted his opportunities, so that his death threw the whole game
into Berkeley's hands. But the real causes of the failure of thisill-
starred insurrection lay deeper. The people were dependent entirely
on leaders, or, rather, on a leading dass and could not manage for
themselves. Their sympathies were with Bacon, and when he appeared
he carried everything with him by sheer force, courage, and readiness
to bear responsibility. The whole movement rested on Bacon and his
personal popularity. When Bacon was absent, the people fell back
-
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helplessly into the hands of Berkéley, the only other man ready to
take a determined lead. But the life of a single man was but a slen-
der staff to support a successful revolution, and when it broke every-
thing went to immediate wreck. The people, much as they hated
Berkeley and longed for reform, had no cohesion, no definiteness of
aim, and no persistence. The prominent gentlemen at their head hav-
ing failed them, the Virginians could bring none from their own midst
to supply their places. With as good a cause and as general a sym-
pathy as any popular movement ever had, or ever could have, Bacon's
rebellion came to nothing, and [eft no impress on the state, because
the people themselves were not fit to conduct their own affairsin try-
ing times. In Virginia, while there was plenty of courage, love of
freedom, and good English pluck, there was not enough of that dogged
persistence and quiet sagacity which wrung victory from the Stuarts
in Old and New England. In Virginia resistance became turbulence,
and revolution degenerated into rebellion. The nature of the immigra-
tion, the occupations of the people, their mode of life, and the general
structure of society all led to this result. An aristocracy governed the
country; but in the time of Bacon it was atimid and half-grown aris-
tocracy, and when the pinch came it failed. The people, deprived of
the natural leaders which circumstances gave them, had no substi-
tutes to put in their place, for the powerful aristocracy of 1776 was in
its youth a century earlier, and in no condition to head, control, and
lead to a successful issue a great popular movement.  Society in Vir-
giniawas so constituted that without strong leaders in the ruling class
the people were helpless.

This rebellion, however, was the legitimate result of the great
movement which had just convulsed England, and which was des
tined, before it had spent its force, to remove another Stuart from
the English throne. The strength of the movement in Virginia re-
sided in the Puritan party, which had grown up there during the
Protectorate. Its weakness lay in the latent royalism of the people,
in their inability to conduct a slow but persistent resistance, and in-
the failure of the aristocracy. As a result, mismanagement was able
to wadse the power of the movement, and to accelerate the reaction
which threw Virginiainto a state of torpor for nearly a century, and
long arrested the progress of political development. With the failure
of Bacon's rebellion the second period in Virginian history comes to
an end.

Shortly after Bacon's death arrived an English regiment and royal
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commissioners. T'Ihe King was disposed to be merciful, and had is-
sued a proclamation of pardon, but it came too late. Berkeley had
already butchered a number of influential men, including Drummond,
and in some cases had confiscated their estates to his own use. The
Assembly repealed all Bacon's laws, although they afterward re-enacted
some of the most salutary, and proved themselves thoroughly subser-
vient to Berkeley in attainting and condemning whomever he desired,
although they finally succeeded in checking the executions and miti-
gating the punishments of the captured insurgents. At last Berkeley
was recalled, and died soon after his arrival in England, embittered in
his last moments, according to a most probable story, by the well-
earned gibe whith the amiable Charles flung at him.

Colonel Herbert Jeffreys succeeded Berkeley, and ruled for
about a year, until his death in 1678. He was succeeded
by Sir Henry Chicheley, Berkeley's Deputy-governor, and he in turn
by Lord Culpepper, one of the ornaments of Charles's Court and
councils, upon whom the Governorship of Virginia had been bestow-
ed for life in 1675. The bad effects arising from the failure of the
popular movement were soon perceived. The new charter which the
agents of Virginia had been urgently asking, and with afair prospect
of success, was quickly consigned to oblivion. The Assembly was to
be summoned but once in two years, and was then to have the right
1680 of sitting for only fourteen days. Culpepper, on his arrival,

* found Virginia tranquil. Jeffreys had made peace with the
Indians, and the people were disposed to grant anything to the dis-
penser of royal pardons. Culpepper's sole object, however, was ex-
tortion, which he freely practised. During his absence in England
in the following summer, the turbulence of the Virginians broke out
in renewed disturbances, caused by the low price of tobacco and the
legislative establishment of ports of shipment. Culpepper, on his re-
turn, renewed the demand of the commissioners of James |. to exam-
ine, in behalf of the King, the records of the Assembly—a claim the
Assembly always resisted. After hanging the leaders in the plant-
cutting riot, therefore, Culpepper turned his attention to the Assem-
bly, and Robert Beverley, the clerk of the House, and a former adher-
ent of Berkeley, who refused to give up the records, was persecuted al-
most to death by the exasperated and arbitrary Governor. Culpepper's
administration was, as a whole, one of simple greed and violent ex-
actions, varied by an extensive swindle in raising and lowering the
value of the coin. By continued absence from his post he soon for

1677.
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feited his patent, and Lord Howard of Effingham succeeded to the
government of Virginia. He,too, came to make his fortune, and neg-
lected no means to further that laudable end. He shared the clerks'
perquisites, established a new and oppressive Court, cheated
igg? the Assembly by means of a new sedl, and carried out in a
" petty way the stupid tyranny of James I|1. By royal wis-
-dom printing was abolished in Virginia, the prisoners taken in Mon-
mouth'srebellion were sent out as convicts, the Navigation Act wasen-
forced, the appointment of all small local officers was absorbed by the
Governor, and Virginiadid not flourish. The Governor became rich-
er, the province poorer, and the people more discontented, while vol-
untary immigration almost ceased. The unregulated love of inde-
pendence and the turbulence which the Virginians mistook for, po-
litical opposition were once more displayed. Censures, imprisonment,
and general servility were the first effects; then more oppressions,
riots, and impending insurrection, until Effingham finally embarked
for England, only to find on his arrival that James had been driven
from the throne. Thus ended the Stuart domination. The reigns of
Charles and James, the one contemptible for its meanness and sor-
did corruption, the other for its weak and stupid oppression, are the
greatest blots on the history of the English race. Bad enough at
home, they were even meaner, more oppressive, and more corrupt in
the provinces, for the people there were more helpless. Like master
like man: Charles debauched and debased England, and Culpepper
and Effingham degraded their governments and almost ruined Vir-
ginia, Inthe whole range of American colonial history there are to
be found no administrations at once so contemptible, so sordid, and
so injurious as those inflicted upon Virginia by the noble governors
appointed by Charles| | .

One event but little noticed at the time rises above the sorry details
of this period. In 1684 Virginia sent delegates to Albany to meet
the agents of Massachusetts and the Governor of New Y ork, in order
to discuss the Indian troubles, and thus another uncertain step was
taken on the road to confederation. Every event of this nature, no
matter how trifling, acquires importance in marking the slow stages
by which the principle of union rose by external pressure from the
jarring interests of separate colonies.

Bat little immediate benefit accrued to Virginiafrom the Engllsh
revolution. Her energies had been wasted in 1675 instead of being
reserved for 1689, when she could have taken advantage of the times,
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and mede solid political gains.  Effingham, in England, continued to
1690 be Governor, and Sir Francis Nicholson, lately expelled by a

" popular rising from New Y ork, came out as deputy. Nichol-
on tried to endear himsdf to the people by the common arts of a
demagogue, while he obeyed his patron in refusing to call an Assem-
bly until absolutely forced to by popular discontent. The only
event of his administration was the grant of the charter of
William and Mary College to James Blair, who was for many years a
noted character in Virginia. An active, energetic Scotchman, brim-
ming over with the controversial spirit, more of a politician than a
clergyman, yet zedous in both capacities, James Blair played an im-
portant part in the colony. He was the head of the college and the
head of the Church; and the latter position brought him into constant
collision with the Governor on ecclesasticad matters, until finaly he
became the leader, and often the successful leader, of the opposition
party. His success was marred by his disputatious temperament, his
readiness to quarrel, and his stubbornness of opinion. But his sturdy
good s officid position, courage, and high character mede him a
srvicegble man to Virginia in days when competent party leaders
were rarely to be found in the colony.

Virginia at this time seans to have been sdected as a regting-place
for all unpopular governors.  Sir Edmund Andros, fresh from his
unlucky New England government, succesded Nicholson. He ap-
pears to have been somewhat sobered by the treatment of Masa
chusetts, and to have consderably softened his arbitrary tases.  His
administration was, on the whole, a good one; but he gave offence by
enforcing the Navigation Act, and fell into the great error of a quarrel
with the commissary, Blair. After aterm of six years, he was suc-

ceded by Sir Francis Nicholson, commissioned this time as
1698.  Governor-in-chief. Nicholson brawled on through his second
administration for nearly ssven years, making many stupid pesches
and quarrelling with various persons on a variety of subjects, public
and private, and ultimately with Dr. Blair, who, after a prolonged
struggle, defested him, and drove him from the colony. Although
‘arbitrary, Nicholson was not corrupt; and had he been less violent, and
not tasked a by no means powerful mind with extended schemes for
the generad defence and government of the colonies, he might have
made a respectable Governor.  As it was, he effected nothing, and the
most remarkable event of his administration wes the control which the
AssEmbly sucoesded in obtaining over the treasury. By Nichdson's

1692.
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neglect or indifference, the burgesses made the treasurer of the colony
an officer of their own, which was a valuable gain at the time, and of
the highest importance in the future when the purse was the great
weapon of the Assembly against the Governor.

In 1704the Earl of Orkney was made titular Governor of Virginia,
a snecure which he held for forty years at an annual profit of
£1200. Edward Nott was the first deputy under this new ar-
rangement, and died in office, after an uneventful administration of
two years. Robert Hunter was appointed his successor; but the ship in
which he sailed was captured, and on his return to England he received
another government in lieu of that of Virginia. Connection with one
of the greatest Englishmen of the day has given to Hunter's name a
peculiar interest. Jonathan Swift was his friend, and desred to go
out with him asBishop of Virginia. The plan was serioudy discussed
between the two, and there are several alusionsto it in Swift'sjour-
nals and letters; but for some unexplained reason the scheme came
to nothing. The incident lies outside the path of Virginian history.
It concerns a Governor who never arrived, and a man who rarely re-
ferred to the American colonies except as the abodes of malefactors.
Y et when the name of Swift indirectly and faintly touches the theme
of Virginian history, we cannot but turn asde to speculate on the pos-
sible results to the colonies and to the world if that dark and mighty
genius of the reign of Anne had been transferred to America as the
head of the English Church in the young West.

The history of Virginia at this time becomes little more than a list
of governors, well-meaning men of ordinary abilities, who .for
the most part conducted their governments in a lumbering,
quiet fashion, treating the people pretty well, and, as a rule, doing lit-
tle to improve the methods of administration or develop the resources
of the country. On the other hand, the nagging resstance of the
burgessss to the Governor, simply because he was a Governor, and
therefore made to quarrel with, now begins. Yet it wasthis snarling,
and often unreasonable and factious but ever persistent and watchful
opposition, which slowly trained the people, accustomed them to Par-
liamentary and constitutional principles, and gradually raised their
political thought to the level of 1776. In this period of reg, too, the
various social elements which had gathered in Virginia during the
stormy years of the seventeenth century crystallized. It was then
that the social fabric which we find in existence when the English
colonies entered upon their career as a nation was built up and con-

1704.
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solidated. Politically barren a8 the eighteenth century isin Virginian,
and, indeed, in all the colonial history, itis socialy the most impor-
tant period. From those times we can learn who and what the peo-
ple were who fought the Revolution and founded the United States.

In the interval which ensued after the death of Nott, natives of the
province, all Virginian grandees, were at the head of affairs as Presi- -
1710. dents of the Council, until at last a new Governor came to them

in the person of Alexander Spotswood, a Scotchman and a
soldier, active and energetic—the best of the eighteenth century gov- *
ernors—and possesed of some imagination and of enlarged views.
Spotswood brought with him the grant of the writ of Habeas Corpus,
and, thus providegl, made friendswith hisfirst Assembly. He was high-
ly pleased with his prospects, and his description of the colony reflects
very accurately the grateful political lethargy into which Virginiahad
sunk.  Spotswood says. " This government is in perfect peace and
tranquillity, under a due obedience to the royal authority, and a gen-
tlemanly conformity to the Church of England." The political apa
thy of the times was degp enough, but it was not such absolute tor-
por as the new Governor supposed, and he was soon rudely unde-
ceived on this point, for the next year we find him wrangling with
his burgesses.

Spotswood, however, proved himself very superior to the ordinary
run of colonial governors. His enterprise and his liberal opinions,
indeed, became the causes of his recall by the Home Government, who
did not at that period admire too great a display of such qualities;
but while in office Spotswood did much for the colony. He subdued
an insurrection in North Carolina; fought and finally made peace
with the Indians; and endeavored sedulously, but in vain, to improve
the condition of the Church. His attempts at ecclesiastical reforms
only led him into fresh difficulties, a final collision with Commissa-
ry Blair, and ultimate defeat at the hands of the vestries. Spots-
wood also, at his own expense, sought to carry out various benevolent
schemes for the civilization of the savages, and established schools
for them at outlying posts, where he placed competent teachers. The
principal school was at Christanna, where he had at one time over
seventy Indian children in regular attendance. The years of peace
with the Indians, obtained by Spotswood's policy, gave opportunity
for extending the settlements, for a great development of material
prosperity, and for the growth -and consolidation of an aristocracy
capable of furnishing leaders to the people of Virginia. The Gov-
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ernor's activity also brought about friendly relations with the colo-
nists of the Carolinas, whom the Virginians assisted against the In-
dians as well as in their domestic difficulties, and thus began to knit
the bonds which afterward held together the Southern group of colo-
nies. Spotswood also directed his energies to exploration, and led a
party in person across the Blue Ridge—an expedition which made no
little noise in its day. He strove to organize the militia and put it
in good condition for service, and he strenuously urged-the home
government to build a line of forts on the western frontier, to guard
against Indian attacks and possible French encroachments. The
events of the French war fully justified the soundness and wise fore-
sight of this advice, but at the moment it only served to hasten the
recall of the over-zealous governor who had devised it. Spotswood
was a vigorous administrator, but, like many other men of the same
type of mifd, he lacked capacity to deal successfully with those who
differed from him. He could originate and command, but he could
neither manage nor conciliate. He wrangled with the Assembly
throughout his administration, and the burgesses found him a diffi-
cult man to control. Taxes were, of course, the chief bone of conten-
tion; and as the Governor was able and determined, while the bur-
gesses were factious and obstinate, the course of public affairs seldom
ran very smoothly.
Spotswood was replaced by Hugh Drysdale, a great contrast to
1722 his bustling predecessor, and a mild, inoffensive man, who
" at once made peace with the opposition, and died after four
years of tranquil rule. He was succeeded by William Gooch, an-
1727 other Scotchman and soldier, who came in with George | | .
" at the moment when Walpole had just obtained a fresh lease
of power. By his own shrewdness, which led him to form a coali-
tion with the Council, in which the royal quit-rents alone were sacri-
ficed, and by the flourishing condition of the colony, now reaping
the benefits of Spotswood's administration, Gooch ruled Virginia
acceptably and well for twenty-two years. This long term was the
most uneventful period in the annals of the province. The Governor
was moderate and sensible, and the usual contentions were in great
measure avoided. The most important event of all these years was
the co-operation of Virginia and her sister colonies with the mother
1740 country in the fruitless expedition against Carthggena, Which
" served merely as one more step in the developmerit of union.:
Wealth and population increased rapidly while Gooch was ruling
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the province so quietly. Printing was introduced, education began
to be dowly diffused, and its improving effects felt among the upper
dasses of society. The dose of Gooch's otherwise calm administra-
tion was disturbed by religious difficulties. The loose and often
licentious character of the clergy made the Established Church but
a feeble bulwark againg the tide of religious enthusiasm which swept
in with Whitefield, and the old cry was therefore raised againg dis-
senters by those who found the Established Church in conformity
with théir habits and valuable to their worldly interests, if not bene-
ficial to their souls In submission to this feeling, Gooch attempted
to suppress heterodox opinions by all the powers of the State, and
there was a good deal of petty persecution, which left the Church
weaker and more unpopular even than before.

After Gooch's departure there was a short interval of Presidents
1749 of the Council as acting governors, and then a successor from
1752: England, Robert Dinwiddie, whose administration wasthe dawn

of a new era in Virginia. The long repose was broken, and
the forces that had been gathering strength began to come in play.
Dinwiddie started with a large amount of unpopularity, which he had
incurred when surveyor of customs in the colony; and this disike of
the new Governor was not diminished by his announcement of the
royal dissent to several bills which had received the approbation of
Gooch. He also interfered oppressively with the ordinary method
of acquiring land by a simple warrant of survey, and demanded in-
sead a formal patent, accompanied by a fee for the official seal. In
1753 the Assembly remonstrated againgt this extortion and
injustice; and remonstrance now had degp meaning, for the
colony was no longer poor and weak as at the time of Bacon's re-
bellion. Once more, after a long interval of quiet, Virginia found
hersef opposed to her Governor on a quegsion of principle. But
times had greatly changed since she had last occupied this hostile at-
titude. Her revenues were good, her population had increased and
consolidated, and there was a large, wealthy, united, and patriotic aris-
tocracy ready to lead the people intelligently and well. In this first
ingance of resstance the Assembly sent Peyton Randolph to Eng-
land, with a handsome salary, to protest againg the Governor's action,
and they denounced any one who should submit to the exactions of
the new patents. The current of parliamentary resstance in Virginia
began to flow in those channels which have always led either to re-
dress or revolution. At the next sesson the burgesses refused sup-

1753.
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plies, on the ground that their privileges were in danger. These were
--ominous words, and might well have recalled to Dinwiddie the lan-
guage of another English Assembly a hundred years before. At the
next meeting, in January, 1754, they voted £10,000, but clog-
ged the bill with ‘various provisos againg invasions by pre-
rogative.

But events were near which were destined to throw power still
more into the hands of the representatives of the people America
was on the eve of great changes in which Virginia was to take a
prominent part. While the long repose which the policy of Walpole
gave to England and her dependencies had allowed the political en-
ergies of the people to gather once more the force which had been
expended in the conflicts of the seventeenth century, a new and im-
portant element in colonial questions had come into exisence. An-
other nation had gradually assumed a position which made it a
weighty factor in the development of the English empire in America.
The French had extended their power by means of their influence
with the Indians, and having dowly worked their way to the valley
of the Ohio, now planned to connect by a chain of forts their pos
sdons in Canada and Louisiana, and thus hem in the English colo-
nies and prevent their progress toward the West. It was a grand
though impracticable scheme, and its overthrow was to cost the blood
and treasure of a world-wide war.

In London, about this time, an Ohio company had been formed,
in which Dinwiddie and many prominent Virginians were inter-
ested. Thus colonization was to be favored and extended, and
it was now inevitable that French and English should soon come
into collison. When they did s, the first effect was to throw the
power in the colonies into the hands of those who laid taxes. In
this way the Virginian Assembly, working on Dinwiddi€'s necessities,
and aided by their control of the finances through the medium of
the treasurer, affirmed and established their supremacy in the State.
That the substantial victory remained with the Assembly is shown
by the fact that in 1754 they granted £20,000 without limitations,
despite their quarrels about granting half that amount a few months
before. Thus the burgesses gained their first victory; but the war
had two other important results, which greatly affected the future
march of events. It removed the hostile power which had served to
_bind them to the powerful protection of the mother country, and it
. taught the colonigts the force and value of united strength.

1754.
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To trace the history of Virginia during this great conflict is to fol-
low the career of one man. The long period of dependent life is
over; the dead level of colonial history is at an end; the monotonous
average of provincial respectability is broken, and great men rise up
whose characters and abilities have shed an enduring lustre upon
the land which gavethem birth. The time had come when Virginia
would produce great leaders in abundance. The mogt illustrious of
all these distinguished men was the first to step upon the stage of
public affairs, and as we follow the early life of George Washington
we are borne on through all the swaying fortunes of his native State
in the long and bitter struggles of the old French war.

Washington sprang from a good English stock, and from one of
the best families-in Virginia. As a boy he was fond of out-door
life and athletic sports; but the most striking fact, except his very
meagr e education, about his early years, is the soberness of mind and
solidity of judgment which he displayed from the first. We can
hardly imagine Washington destitute of some heavy responsibility.
As alad of sixteen, surveying in the wilds of West Virginia, he mani-
fested the prudence and discretion which marked his subsequent ca-
reer. In the care of his brother's estate he showed the same unsdf-
ishness and fidelity as when he filled the Presidential chair, and was
trusted by anation. Hisearly mission to the French brought out in
the strongest way his habits of mind and great moral qualities. An
Adjutant-general and Major in the Virginian militia at the age of
nineteen, Washington was sdected by Dinwiddie to negotiate with
the Indians and the French at Fort Du Quesne. His minute journal
of that expedition has been preserved, and reads like the account of
an experienced man well past middle life. Not only is there none of
the fun, but there is none of the exuberance of youth. The narrative
is clear, condensed, and vigorous; but there is throughout the all-
pervading snse of responsibility, and the truthful, forcible simplici-
ty which gave to all Washington's writings that gray soberness of
thought and expresson which commands the deepest respect and
most implicit confidence, even if it does not excite our imagination.
In every event of this dangerous journey we see the unerring judg-
ment, the deep sagacity, and the marvellous foresight which made
Washington a king of men. The conduct of this perilous misson
was in every way characteristic. Dangers were met and overcome;
hardships were endured; crafty savages were outwitted and timid
ones encouraged, and neither hostile Indians nor courteous and deceit-
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ful Frenchmen could divert Washington from his object, or midead
his understanding for a moment. All the success possible under the
circumstances was obtained, and this early misson and the journal
which preserves its history reflect alike those qualities of mind and
character with which the world has become familiar.

On his return, Washington was appointed to the second place in
the little Virginian army, and soon after marched with a small troop
in advance of the main body againgt the enemy. At the Little
Meadows he surprised a party of French and Indians. A skirmish
ensued, and M. de Jumonville, a young French officer, was killed.
Thus was shed the first blood in a war which spread over the whole
globe, and the results of which were a principal factor in the Ameri-
can Revolution. The death of De Jumonville is one of the trifling
events in history which gain from accidental circumstances a dart-
ling dramatic effect. It reveals Washington as the leading figure in
a petty affray which was the signal for a world-wide conflict, the
prologue to that great revolutionary drama which, opening in a Mas-
sachusetts village, rolled on for nearly half a century, involving all
the civilized nations of the earth in its progress, and closed at last
upon the plains of Waterloo. Thus the greatest man of the great
revolutionary period was present at the obscure beginning of those
mighty changes which convulsed the world, and conducted the petty
action which was the nominal cause of a long and devastating war.

On leaving the Little Meadows, Washington was joined by the
main body of the army, and the death of his colonel soon after left
him in command. He pushed on, and passad the Great Meadows, to
which, however, he was soon forced to return, pursued by a large body
of the enemy. Throwing himsef into the stockade fort which he
had built at the Meadows, he prepared to defend himself; but he
was greatly outnumbered, and relief was hopdess. Rather than pro-
long a usdess contest, he therefore surrendered on honorable terms,
and returned to Virginia, where his services and misfortunes were un-
derstood, and where he was received with all honor. He soon after
stood forward as the champion of the provincial officers by refusing to
submit to the degradation in rank which they were forced to undergo
when associated with those who bore the royal commisson. Rather
than suffer such an indignity and injustice, Washington resigned; but
stirring times were at hand, and a man of his talents and reputation,
filled with longing for a military career, could not remain in retire-
ment. From the feeble and inauspicious beginning of a handful of
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provincials, the war had begun to assume vast dimensions. Edward
1755 Braddock, general and commander-in-chief of all the forces

" in America, was sent out by the British Government, together
with a fine body of veteran troops. His arrival created a great sn-
sation in Virginia, which looked with admiration on the splendid sol-
diery of Europe. Almost his first act, and the wisest one of his brief
career in America, was to invite Washington to enter his military
family—an invitation which was at once accepted. If all Braddock's
actions had been as sensble as this, he would have met with a very
different fate; but he had all the ignorance and arrogance of an Eng-
lishman of that period in regard to America. He came prepared to
despise the provincials, and he was profoundly irritated by the apathy
of the legidatures and the difficulty of supplying his requirements;
but as his contempt increased, so did his unpopularity. The more he
raged and stormed, the more sullen and uncomplying became the tem-
per of all about him. Washington expostulated, but in vain; and
if it had not been for the exertions of Benjamin Franklin, Brad-
dock might have waited a lifetime before he would have obtained
the necessary means of transportation. At lagt the army, counting
about two thousand effective men, of whom one-half were regulars,
started from Will's Creek early in June. They pushed on dowly
toward Fort Du Quesne, encountering every sort of difficulty, and
making but little headway. Washington offered a great deal of
good advice, which was sometimes taken, but much oftener rejected;
until at last Braddock's provincial mentor was struck down by a fe-
ver, and obliged to se the army march on without him. He man-
aged to overtake it, however, before the culmination of the campaign,
and in sason to be present at the disastrous fight near Fort Du
Quesne.  Braddock, relying on discipline alone, and guided only by
European experience, marched straight into an ambush, was surprised
by a motley crowd of French and Indians, indgsted on fighting in pla-
toons and according to recognized principles, and saw his men picked
off by an invisible enemy without being able to return a single effec-
tive shot. The result was ruin and massacre.  In that scene of car-
nage Washington displayed the highest courage and efficiency, and
finally brought off the wounded and dying general and the shattered
remnants of the army. The fame of this ill-starred expedition is a
good proof of its importance; but this importance conssts not so
much in the comparative magnitude of the expedition, or the sudden-
ness of its destruction, as in the lessons which it taught. Braddock

3
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and hisarmy were typical of British arrogance, courage, and obstina
cy. They offered to the colonists the spectacle of the finest troopsin
the world butchered by saveges because of their own unconquerable
ignorance and unwillingness to learn. They showed conclusively,
dso, that the Englishman, as such, was not necessarily braver than
the American, while the latter understood the exigencies of American
warfare far better. The awe inspired by the British ams was bro-
ken, and the British army was no longer a name to conjure with.

On his return from Braddock's expedition,Washington was put in
command of all theVirginian troops. During theyears of war which
followed this appointment he occupied a position curioudly like that
which he filled in the war for Independence. The Assembly wes
friendly and well meaning, but as incompetent in execution as most
legidative bodies. The Governor, Dinwiddie, was more competent,
perhaps, in administration than the Burgesses;, but he was unreason-
able and headstrong, domineering, and at times insulting. Wash-
ington, generally beloved and popular with all dasses was in a posi-
tion where he was expected to accomplish wonders, without means
being provided to effect anything. Doing the best under the circum-
dances, writing bold, urgent letters to the Assembly and the Gov-
ernor, planning radical remedies, and putting up with temporary ex-
pedients, reponsible for everything, and supported in nothing,Wash-
ington appears at this time in an attitude which was typical of amost
his whole military career. But while Washington was thus contend-
ing with difficulties, the war was running its course.  Frenchmen and
Indians were ravaging the frontier, the inhabitants were massacred,
and the back settlements broken up. The whole country was in

darm and constantly pillaged, yet nothing wes done. There
1756. s a famous pesssge in one of Washington's letters which
brings all this suffering and wretchedness vividly before us: "The
supplicating tears of the women,"he writes to Dinwiddie,"and mov-
ing petitions of the men, melt me into such deadly sorrow, that |
solemnly declare, if 1 know my own mind, | could offer myself a
willing sacrifice to the butchering enemy, provided that would con-
tribute to the people's ‘ease” There are here reveded not only the
miseries of the country and the trials of Washington's situation, but
that keen ssnee of responsibility and public duty in which no other
man ever equaled him.  The pathos of the sentence comes from
the passionate force of that strong reserved nature, moved at last to
open expresson.  For the moment it wes all in vain. Lord Loudon
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came and went as commander-in-chief, left his name to a Virgin-
ian county—which was all the province that he never visited, ob-
tained from him as Governor and succesor to Dinwiddie—and did
nothing. The weary struggle dragged on, and even Washington,
worn out with vexation and fatigue, retired for a time. But at
1757 lag Mr. Pitt came to the head of affairsin England, and all
" was altered. Francis Fauquier, ruined at the gaming-table,
but fascinating and high-bred, a gentleman and scholar, a charm-
ing companion and a popular Governor, came to rule over Virginia;
but this was the leag and most unimportant of the changes. Under
Mr. Pitt men came to America to srve England; armies and fleets
were sent, and money was poured out in all directions. All wereim-
bued with the spirit of the great commoner. General Forbes, who
was in command in Virginia, was able to gather a numerous and ex-
cellent army. Slowly and carefully, rather stupidly perhaps, Forbes
pushed on for Fort Du Quesne, not at all in-the way in which Colo-
nel Washington, who was in command of the advance, desred. The
capital mistakes of Braddock, however, were not repeated, although
the French surprised and nearly destroyed a large detachment sent
forward under Grant. But thiswas not enough to check the English.
The French stronghold, owing largely to the efforts of Mr. Pitt and
the British navy, was doomed, and the brave garrison, deserting their
hopdess post, permitted Forbes to march in unmolested, and name
1758 his conquest Fort Pitt. This practically closed the war so far
" asVirginia was concerned, and Colonel Washington was able
to withdraw to Mount Vernon, and remain therewith the wife he had
1759, just married. In the North the war went on for two years
longer. Wolfe took Quebec the first summer, and the next
1760, W Montreal and Canada in the hands of the British. Two
years now pased by. Pitt was driven from office, and peace was
concluded under the auspices of Bute, while Frederick of Prussia soon
followed England's example. The map of Europe was not changed,
but the destiny of America was determined. England retained Can-
ada, the Floridas, and the Great West as far as the Mississippi.
1763 Henceforth the English race was to rule unquestioned upon
) " the North American continent. But these vast changes were
only preliminary to still greater ones The French war had cleared
the way for the momentous questions involved in the future relations
of the English colonies with the mother country. The thirteen prov-
inces were disclosed to the eyes of England in all their immense and
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hitherto unnoticed value. Territories S0 vast, a people sO humerous,
so wealthy, and so enterprising, could no longer be neglected. The
old, dow, let-alone- policy  of Walpole was clearly insufficient, and
must be abandoned. These werethe thoughts which filled the minds
of English datesmen when the clouds of war which had so long en-
veloped the world rolled dowly away. But if the lessons of the war
were just, their practical application became fatal in the hands of the
men to whom it was committed.

The teaching of the war, so much considered in England, was not
lost upon the coloniess.  With the dose of the French war the whole
current of American history changes. Not only did that struggle
bring the colonies together in a common cause but it destroyed the
power of France in America. Fear of France no longer bound the
colonies to the parent State. Their loyalty in the future depended
on the policy of England alone.

For Virginia these years had been epecially useful. She had learned
that the King's troops were not invincible; she had tested her own
resources, and she had proved the strength and independence of her
Assembly. While Washington was neglected on the frontier, and
even before Dinwiddie and the Assembly quarrelled, the Governor
had discovered that without great asssance from England he was
sure to be worsted in every encounter.  Whatever right there was in
the questions then at issue was probably with Dinwiddie, who had to
carry on a defensive war; but none the less did the Assembly put
him down and assert their own independence. As the war drifted
away from her borders, Virginia, under the genial rule of Fauquier,
took breath after her exertions and hailed with delight the peace
which marked the triumphs of England. But the lull was only mo-
mentary. Now that the terrible fear which hung over the West-
ern border was removed, men began to watch the progress of their
domestic affairs more closdly, and to scrutinize most narrowly every
incident in their relations with the mother country. The past had
shown that things never went smoothly unless the policy of non-
intervention, except in a beneficent manner, was adhered to by Eng-
land. Virginians were thoroughly loyal, but they liked to manage
their own affairs in their own way; and now that they began to be
conscious of their strength, and to know their own importance, they
were very quick to detect any meddling, and equally ready to resent it.
Interference on the part of England was certain, sooner or later, epe
cially when ministers had come to the concluson that America was
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not governed enough, and only the most delicate and judicious treat-
ment could avert the worst results.  The reoicings which greeted the
return of peace had not died away when the inevitable collision came.
This first conflict was brief and comparatively unimportant; but it
acquires an immense significance as an exponent of the new spirit
which was abroad, and was the forerunner of revolution.

In 1*7% the Assembly passed, under the pressure of war and gen-
eral digress, a relief act providing that for the next ten months all
debts due in tobacco (the standard of value in the colony) might be
paid either in kind or in money, at the rate of twopence per pound of
tobacco. The year was one of great scarcity, and tobacco rose to
sixpence per pound. The result of the act, therefore, was a virtual
repudiation of about sixty-six per cent, of all existing debts, and asthe
State and the great mass of the people were debtors, the act ssems to
have met with general acceptance, and to have encountered but little
opposition. So satisfactory, indeed, did the act prove to the ma-
jority of the voters that in 1758, in anticipation of another short
crop of tobacco, another relief act, determining anew the rate for to-
bacco in the payment of all debts, was passed. There was one dass
in the community whose salary was fixed by law at 16,000 pounds
of tobacco, and upon whom this forced reduction of debts seemed
therefore to weigh with peculiar severity. This was the clergy. De-
riving some benefit, probably, from the operation of the first act, the
ministers had contented themsdves with petitioning the Assembly
for a more liberal maintenance; but the second act fell upon them
with full force, and although there was no apparent intention of es
pecially abridging their income, they now broke out into violent op-
position. A bitter controversy ensued which drew down the utmost
popular odium upon the ministers. At last the clergy appealed to
theKing in Council, and Sherlock, the Bishop of London, denounced
the act as hogtile to the prerogative, and tending to withdraw the alle-
giance of the people from the Crown. On the other side, Colonel
Bland defended the act as justified by its most salutary end, the pres-
ervation of the people. Thishe boldly put forward as the highest duty,
and one which took precedence of every other, and rendered treason im-
possble  TheKing, however, denounced the act as a usurpation, and
declared it null and void. The clergy thereupon brought suits to re-
cover the unpaid salary, and the Court of Hanover County, in atest case
decided the point of law in favor of the plaintiff, the Rev. James M au-
ry, holding that the royal disapprobation made the act void ab initio.
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They ordered that the plaintiff should go before ajury to determine
the amount of damages, which, after their decision, appeared a mere-
ly formal matter. The counsd for the defendants, who were the col-
lectors of the county, retired from the case It was, indeed, a forlorn-
hope, and the defendants were obliged to employ a briefless young
lawyer who, after sx months' study, had just been admitted to the Bar.
But this young lawyer was Patrick Henry, and the argument he was
about to make was the second eloquent appeal, as that of Otis on the
writs of assisance had been thefirgt, to the independence of America
from the domination of the English Crown. The son of respectable
parents, and connected with the aristocracy of Virginia, Henry was
utterly unknown, except to his immediate circle, and even there very
unfavorably. As he stood before the magistrates in the little Vir-
ginia court-house in November, 1763, to defend a desperate causg,
the gentlemen on the bench could hardly have regarded him with
partial eyes. Uncouth in form and rugged in feature, as he stum-
bled over the first sentences of his speech, his father's friends and
neighbors, who filled the court-room, probably expected that one more
failure was to be added to the record of an unsuccessful career. Al-
though well-born, Henry appeared to those about him as the boy who
had early left school but half-educated, to devote himself to fishing
and hunting, to indolent hours of dreaming in the woods and by the
banks of streams, and to the violin and the dances of the Virginian
plantation. His serious occupations had been even worse than his
idle amusements.  An unsuccessful farmer, a broken tradesman, a
tavern-keeper, earning a precarious living, and now a hastily prepared
lawyer who had barely gained admission to the Bar, this thriftless fel-
low and jolly companion seemed hardly likely to sustain a failing
cause before all the respectability .of his native county.

But the hour had come and the man. As Henry broke through
the trammels of hesitation and embarrassment the words began to
come, the deep-set gray eyes began to flash, and the great orator
stood forth before the astonished eyes of the planters, farmers, and
clergymen, who had gathered in the Hanover Court-house. Of all
that brilliant rhetoric and savage invective not a word remains, but
the theme which drew it out is as distinct in every contemporary

" record as the person of the orator himself. Henry brushed asde all
legal points—he knew little of them, and cared less; and, moreover,
the law was utterly against him. With the intuitive perception of
the great advocate, he seized the one point on which he knew he could
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move bis countrymen. He left the narrow field of the law for the
broad ground of political principle. He did not strive to convince
men's reason, but he appealed to their innate convictions, their pas
sons, their emotions. He declared that a king who annulled good
laws dissolved his compact with the people, and was a tyrant; that,
unless the jury were disposed to rivet the chains of bondage, they would
sustain the authority of the representatives of the people. Henry's
eloquence was irresistible, his arguments appealed to the heart of ev-
ery man present, the jury awarded merely nominal damages, and the
orator was borne from the court-house upon the shoulders of his ex-
cited auditors. Henry became from that moment a great popular
leader; but the-importance of the event does not lie in the fact that
a famous orator then made his first success or won a hopeess case
"The Parson's Cause” desrves lasting remembrancebecause Henry
then gave utterance to the latent feeling of the community. He
owed much of his greatness to being the first in Virginia, and the
second in America, to express in words what every one was thinking
more or less indistinctly. Henry's whole speech resolves itself into
one proposition: " The Colony of Virginia must manage her own af-
fairs in her own way, and she cannot brook outside interference”
Henry's voice was the voice of the people, and its warning note
sounds clearly enough now across the chasm of a century. But in
I*763 it was lost in a multitude of confused ephemeral noises, and
pased by unheard. Perhaps England, if she had heard, would not
have stopped to listen and to understand; but the next time he spoke
she heard him, and attended, although she failed to learn the great
truths of which he was the exponent. Other signs however, were
not wanting, and they all pointed in the same direction. Some were
of little importance; others, as for example, the appointment of a
Bishop, and the enforcement of the laws of trade, excited the bit-
terest ressance.  But all alike announced in unmistakable language
that Englishmen in America were too powerful and too many not to
govern themsdves freely through their own representatives. Unfort-
unately the theory that America was not enough governed, and that
she did not contribute enough to the expenses of the mother country,
had taken deep root in the minds of English statesmen. Pitt, with
his high and generous policy and enlarged views, had gone from of-
fice, and his successors were just clever enough to se the defects in
the colonial syssem without having the wisdom to gragp all the con-
ditions of the cae and apply the proper remedies. The chief objects
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of the new ministers were to -maintain a standing army, to enforce
the navigation laws, and. to lay taxes upon the colonists in order to
exact their proper contribution to the financial burdens of the Em-
pire. The execution of these plans by means of the Stamp Act and
revenue laws led to the first Congress, to the union of the colonies,
to resistance to England, and finally to war. Virginia was the first
to sound the alarm against the Stamp Act in the famous resolutions
of May, 1*765, introduced by Henry and advocated by him in the
celebrated speech which compared George | | | . to Cassar and Charles|.
Fauquier's management prevented the choice of delegates, and Vir-
ginia was not represented at the Congress in New York, but she
warmly supported its action, and sent to England a declaration of
similar principles. With the Congress of 1765, and the measures
which led to and succeeded it, the thirteen provinces began to live a
national life, and the history of Virginia unites with the great current
of the history of the United States.
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CHAPTER I1I.
VIRGINIA IN 1765

WITHOUT a knowledge of her social, economical, and political con-
dition, the great part played by Virginia in the history of the United
States is aimost unintelligible. The always difficult task of recon-
structing on paper a past society is enhanced in the cae of Virginia
by the almost total want of contemporary literature; and thiswant is
not supplied by private correspondence, for if intelligent lettersor jour-
nals were written, they have not come down to us. In the middle of
the eighteenth century Virginian society was not much given to liter-
ary pursuits of any sort; and when the correspondence of the great
leaders of the Revolution begins, the stern interests of war and palitics
drove from men's minds and from their letters the smple details of
every-day life. To summon up the past in Virginia, we must turn to
the dry narratives of travellers, the gossiping histories of families and
churches, and the yellow pages of old newspapers.

Virginia has altered as little probably as any State in the Union;
but in this country of rapid changes, and after a century of hur-
ried progress and unexampled development, closing with a civil war
which utterly wrecked the social sysem of the South, it may be safdy
said that nothing now remains of the ancient Dominion of the year
1765. The great physical features of the country are of course the
same. There are still the rich soil, the genial climate, the noble rivers,
the safe and capacious harbors, which greeted the eyes of John Smith
and his companions. The face of the country, moreover, is but little -
changed since the middle of the last century. More territory has
been cleared and utilized, but great tracts of wild land still remain
untouched. Where a hundred years ago there were a few scattered
villages, there are now some respectable towns; but no great cities,
in obedience to the laws of modern civilization, have sprung up upon
Virginian soil. Yet the whole fabric of society has been radically
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altered. Even in 1822, long before the far-reaching changes effected
by the extinction of davery, John Randolph of Roanoke could say
with truth: "Traces of the same manners could be found some years
subsequent to the adoption of the Federal Constitution—say to the
end of the century. At this time not a vedtige remains. We are a
new people.”

To draw an accurate picture of the vanished society lamented by
Randolph, it is first necessary to ascertain the numbers of the people.
Accurate government statistics had then no exisence, and we are
forced to rely upon the estimates of individuals. The figures gener-
ally accepted, therefore, are at best only approximately true. For the
year 1650 a contemporary tract gives fifteen thousand whites and
three hundred negroes as the population of Virginia. It is worth
while to pause a moment here in order to get a general notion of
Virginia in the middle of the seventeenth century, for we are thus en-
abled to se the germs of the subsequent development. From the
scanty material which the time affords, a rough sketch can be made
of the first colony planted by Englishmen in America fifty years
after its foundation. The race had then finally taken root in its new
home, and the lines of social and political development were already
marked out. The results ssem at first sight small, but they represent
stability of existence, the first great prize wrung from the wilderness.
From the tract just referred to, other gatistics than those of popula-
tion may be gathered. Imported cattle, as well as horses, swine, goats,
and fowls, had thriven in Virginia. The flocks and herds, sure signs
of permanency and well-being, had increased and multiplied, and be-
come a source of wealth to their owners. Agriculture had taken a
firm hold, and was the main support of the people. Tobacco, the
source of Virginian wealth, was then as always the great staple; but
the more familiar products of English soil were not lacking. Wheat
and corn were raised in sufficient quantities to supply the plantations.
Hops were successfully cultivated, and good beer brewed, to the satis
faction, doubtless, of the colonists, who had not left their tastes and
habits behind them. Vines were indigenous, and grapes plentiful,
while imported fruit-trees took so kindly to the new soil that fine
orchards had already become a part of every plantation. Trade had
grown up with the other colonies and the West India Idands, as well
as with the mother country. Small vesds for the coagting trade and
for fishing had been built, and pitch, potashes, furs, and lumber were
exported in consderable quantities. Other industries showed but
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feeble signs of life. Efforts had been made to establish iron-works
and introduce silk culture, but with little success

Colonel Norwood, a Royalist refugee, who was wrecked on the
American coad, left a journal recounting his adventures, and among
other incidents his first reception by a Virginia farmer. From his
brief account it may be gathered that the circumstances of this plant-
er, although rough and simple, were not uncomfortable. The table
to which the shipwrecked traveller was welcomed seems to have been
plentifully supplied with the fine game of the country and the whole-
some products of the plantation. The host was dressed in coarse,
strong homespun, and would seem to have been contented. This was
probably the condition of most of the planters at that period. They
had comfortable housss of wood or brick in the midst of large es
tates, which yielded all crops in profusion. They lived in compara- .
tive solitude, scattered along the banks of rivers and isolated in the
great forests, holding little intercourse with each other or with the
outside world. Almost the only highways were the great natural
watercourses; and the annual ship from England, laden with goods
to pay for tobacco, was the great event in their lives. Except for the
little village of Jamestown, there was nothing even resembling a town.
Alone on the edge of the ocean, it seemed as if the wilderness behind
must, by the sheer force of its vast desolation, drive the colonigts into
the s;a.  Strange stories were current of marvellous and abnormal
races of men beyond the mountains, which were supposed to be wash-
ed on the other sde by the waves of the Indian Ocean.! Nothing
but the sturdy and unimaginative nature of the Anglo-Saxon race
could have enabled the Virginians to support their solitary life in the
seventeenth century.

Their political instincts were as keen as in the-mother country,
whose customs and laws they had brought with them. Except for
the brief period of the Protectorate, the suffrage was carefully limit-
ed, and dass distinctions were always maintained. - The Established
Church was supreme, and dissent met with harsh and intolerant treat-
ment. The planters exercised their political faculties as sharply in
the little Assembly at Jamestown as did their English cousnsin Lon-
don. Slavery was as yet trifling in its influence; but the convicts
and indented servants formed a servile class and helped forward the
aristocratic syssem which had been founded. The professons of law

! Discoveries of John Lederer, 1671.
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and medicine hardly had an existence, and merchants, as such, were
unknown. Therewere only two classes—landlords and servants. Nei-
ther arts nor letters flourished. Every man taught his children accord-
ing to his ability, and the Royalist Governor Berkeley thanked God
that there.were no free schools® The Virginians were Royalist in
their sympathies, and firm supporters of Church and State. In the
rude outlines of the seventeenth century can be seen all the great
forces which attained a vigorous life and full development in the
eighteenth. The hard life, the isolation, the great estates, and the
servile class, added to the inborn conservatism of the race, were mould-
ing an aristocratic system as distinct and powerful as that which had
been left behind. ‘

In 1671 the population, according to Berkeley,? had risen to forty
thousand souls, two thousand of whom were negroes. This was prob-
ably alarge estimate; but the troublestoward the end of the century
and dangers from the Indians checked the growth of the colony, which
does not seem to have numbered much more than forty thousand in-
habitants in 1700. The period of quiet which then ensued, and the
vigorous Indian policy of Spotswood, gave repose, while the general
tranquillity of all theBritish dominions after the accession of the House
of Brunswick contributed to the same result. In the first fifty years
of the eighteenth century the white population increased from less
than sixty to more than two hundred and fifty thousand, and the hand-
ful of negro daveshad grown to such a point that it more than equal-
led the whites in numbers, and raised the total population to over half
a million.?

Itisan easier matter to determine with accuracy the Virginian rev-
enues and taxes and their sources than to estimate the population.
Campbell, relying on the contemporary account usually attributed to
Lord Culpepper, enumerates four sources of revenue at the close of
the seventeenth century. First come the quit-rents, amounting to
about eight hundred pounds per annum, and paid to the King; sec-
ond, the export duty of two shillings per hogshead on tobacco, and the
port duties of fifteen pence per ton on vesses arriving, averaging three
thousand pounds a year; third, a duty of one penny in the pound
on all tobacco exported to the other colonies, amounting to one hun-
dred pounds a year, and paid to William and Mary College, under the

! Foote's Sketches of Virginia, it, 1671.
2 bid., i., 10. 3 J.F.D. Smyth's Travels, i, 72.
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grant of 1692 ; fourth, any money-duty raised by the Assembly. There
were aso three levies: the parish levy, assesed by the vestries; the
county levy, assesed by the justices of the peace; and the public levy,
asesed by the Assembly. Al these three levies were paid in tobac-
co, collected by the sheriff, assessed on the whole number of persons
in the parish, county, or colony, and divided by the number of titha-
bles. The tax so collected amounted to about one hundred pounds
of tobacco for each tithable person, and yielded between eight and
nine thousand pounds sterling annually. This system was continued
with little change, except natural increase, until the French war. The
Governors and the Assembly were in the habit of wrangling on the
question of taxes, but all power in the matter rested with the bur-
gesss, and, until the royal government interfered, they easily mas-
tered their Governors. This system of taxation was of the simplest
and most direct kind, levied principally upon real estate and negroes.
Its moderation alone made it tolerable, and the burdens created by
the French war soon caused bitter complaints of its inequality and in-
justice? In that great conflict a debt of four hundred thousand
pounds was contracted, and heavy taxes were laid to sink it, while gold
and silver were banished from circulation and replaced by a depre-
ciated paper currency. The hardships produced by this change in the
standard were so severe that a law to fix the rate of exchange was
passed.?

Despite the defective methods of taxation, however, the colony
rapidly recovered from its financial difficulties, which were caused
solely by the exigencies of war. There were no great sources of
expenditure in time of peace, and the most costly public luxuries, an
army and a navy, were wholly wanting. The only defenders of the
country were the militia, supposed to include every able-bodied free-
man between the ages of sixteen and sixty.* The organization of this
militia, however, was extremely loose and imperfect.® They were
called out in time of war by the Governor and Assembly, who aso
had power to raise colonial troops. Washington's difficulties, when
in command during the French war, give a startling picture of the
wretched military arrangements of the province. The commander

1 White women working in fields were aso held to be tithable, Beverly, p. 224;
and Foote, ii., 208. As to taxation generaly, Burke, ii., 137; Rochefoucauld, ii .,
47; Hening, 1644,1645,1657,1769. .

2 Burnaby's Travels, p. 39. s Ibid., pp. 39, 40.

* Beverly, p. 224. ° Smyth, ii., 160
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had no voice in the choice of officers there was no proper sysem
of military regulations, and the pay was irregular and uncertain.
Even when these faults had been remedied, Washington found him-
sf without any martial code by which he could check insubordina-
tion, desertion, or the natural perverseness of his raw levies The
militia system, as then constituted, was thoroughly insufficient except
in peace. Men were to be called out to repel invasion; but there were
no powers to effect this, or to control them when in actual service
There was, besdes, the annoying question of rank. Every officer in
the royal army claimed to outrank every provincial officer, and this
led to continual jealousies and difficulties. In one case Washington
refused to serve; in another, a man who had in the last war held an
English commisson of captain, refused to obey Washington, then in
command of all the Virginian troops. The frontiersmen, of course
made good soldiers, and the young Virginians of good family were
just the stuff to make dashing and gallant officers; but the mass of
the people, though brave and ready to fight, could not at once bear
the severe strain of a prolonged and exhausting war. Moreover, the
majority of Virginians at the time of the French war had never seen
or known any fighting; for Bacon's rebellion and the great wars
with the savages were then little more than traditions.

With the other branch of public defence it was even worse. There
was, of course, no navy whatever, nor were there even merchant-ships
to be turned into privateers. The Virginians were in no respect a
seafaring race, and did not even furnish material to man a possble
navy in the future. Other public expenses were small. The Govern-
or's salary, charged on the export duties, was twelve hundred pounds
for the nominal, and seventeen hundred for the real Governor. Three
hundred and fifty pounds were distributed among the councillors.
The other expenses for clerks, courts, etc., were all trifling. Salaries
were small, but the income in money of even the richest Virginians
was not large. So much was afforded by a great plantation and nu-
merous daves that comparatively little ready money served to procure
every luxury; yet, if a small sum had to be suddenly provided, the
wealthiest were often obliged to serioudy burden their etates. These
drcumstances gave to the offices the rare attraction of yielding a
aure income in cash.  The government was upon the familiar British
model of Kingand Parliament. The Governor represented the Crown,
and was a most important and very powerful personage. He was not
only the executive officer, the commander of the militia, and the ad-
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miral of the navy, but he was also lord chancellor, chief-justice, and
practically the bishop of the province, and the dispensr of pardons,
except in capital casss He possessed the veto power as to all legis
lation, and could convoke, prorogue, and dissolve the Assembly. He
was nominally under the control of his Council; but the councillors
were really his creatures, appointed by him, and liable to sugpension
at his hands. His patronage was ancther element of strength. All
offices, except those of Treasurer and Speaker of the House, and even
including the clerks of the Assembly, were in his gift. He appointed
also the sheriffs and coroners, and through the former often exerted
a decisve influence upon the dections. His power in the House of
burgesses itself was very great; and he added largely to his salary, as
well as to his palitical weight, by farming the quit-rents, disposing
of unpatented lands, and profiting by the exchange of public money.
This matter of fees, especially in regard to land, was a fruitful cause
of contention with the Assembly, as well as a valuable source of in-
come to the Governor.!

The Council came in for a goodly share of the spoils of the Execu-
tive department, and a seat in this body was much sought after by
the leading men of the colony. In 1680 they had ceassd to sit with
the burgesses, and had become an upper house ;2 and in process of
time they obtained an almost equal share of legidative power. They
were twelve in number,® and by virtue of their position as councillors
were exempt from taxation, became judges, colones of counties, naval
officers clearing all vesds collectors of the revenue, and farmers of
quit-rents.*

After Governor and Council had been thus liberally provided for,
there was little left in the way of offices for the burgesses  Under
the Commonwealth (1653) they had successfully asserted their right
to dect their own Speaker,® and at the beginning of the next centu-
ry they wrested from Nicholson the election of the Treasurer, thus
obtaining complete control of the finances, and supplementing the
power of laying taxes, which resded wholly with them.® This sn-
gle but all-sufficient weapon armed them for their conflicts with the

1 This acoount of the Governar's powe's is drawn chifly from Hartwell, Blair,
and Chilton's Presnt Sate of Virginia, 1729. But e a0 Beverly and Burna-
by, p. 23.

2 Beverly. Burnaby, p. 22.

* Presnt Sate of Vir%inia Hartwell, Blair, and Chilton; Hening, 1637.

® Burke, ii, 9. Burke, ii., 145; asto Privileges Hening, 1657.

3
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executive, and was the great safeguard of the people. There were,
in the year 1760, one hundred and ten burgesses two from each
county, and one from Jamestown, Williamsburg, Norfolk, and the
college respectively.! They received® one hundred and twenty pounds
of tobacco, or about twelve shillings a day, and were eected by the
freeholders, who were alone entitled to vote® No act could become
law without the asent of both Houses and of the Governor, besdes
the ratification of the King in Council.* Such was the government
of Virginia; English and practical, but very-far from being sym-
metrical or theoretically perfect.

Still further removed from either symmetry or perfection was
the judicial and legal sysem which had grown up during the hun-
dred and fifty years of the colony's existence. The machinery of the
law had been constructed to meet definite wants, and had been
amended and added to from time to time, as necessity demanded.
Provision for a judiciary followed closdy the political emancipation
effected by the establishment of the House of Burgesses. Until the
year 1621, all cases were tried by the Governor and Council at James
town, whenever it was convenient. This system was awkward and
unsatisfactory, and quarter-ssssons were established; and in the fol-
lowing year inferior courts were erected.® These two courts formed
the essnce of the judicial system, and continued with sundry addi-
tions of jurisdiction and changes in the number of sessions practically
unaltered until the Revolution. In the year 1765 there were inferior
courts, known as county courts, sitting once a month at the county
town, and the general court, composed of the Governor and Council,
which sat twice a year at Jamestown as a court of oyer and ter-
miner, and to hear appeals’ Quarter-sessons were also held at the
county towns by members of the quorum, and by those of the gen-
eral court on the circuit.” The county courts were composed of
the gentlemen of the county, appointed as judges by the Governor.
They were eight in number, and, as finally arranged, superseded the
private courts held by individual planters in the early part of the
seventeenth century.?  Four judges sufficed to constitute a quorum,
and the bench of the county court was thus filled by country gentle-

L Burnaby, p. 22. 2 Thesefiguresare of 1729,

° Beverly. 4 Burnaby, p. 22.

5 Burke, i., 162; ii., 8L1.° Burnaby, p. 21; Smyth's Traves, i, 19,20.
" Hening, 1661-62. 8 Hening, ibid.
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men or planters,” able and judicious persons” in the language of the
statute,* but wholly innocent of any legal training. With the natural
aptitude of their race, however, they administered substantial justice
between man and man, and were respected and obeyed by their neigh-
bors as the best, wisest, and wealthiest men among them. They had
criminal jurisdiction in all but capital casss and had final jurisdiction
in all civil causs involving less than twenty pounds®? The county
courts were also made at an early day courts of probate, although
administrations were later recorded in the office of the Secretary of
the colony.® In cass involving more than twenty pounds there was
an appeal to the general court, composed of the Governor and five
members of the Council. The judges of this, the highest court,
which presented the odd combination of the executive and judicia-
ry united in one body, knew as little law as their brethren of the
lower jurisdiction; but they were a much stronger body. Their
court was not commissioned, but was the growth of custom; they
heard all causes involving more than twenty pounds, as well as all
appeals from the county courts, and held two ssssons as a court of
oyer and terminer. In addition to all this, the general court sat in
chancery, the Governor being chancellor, and was a court of admi-
ralty and a spiritual court. There was an appeal from them to the
King in Council for all causs involving more than five hundred
pounds; but such appeals were so expensive that the decison of the
general court was practically final.*

Theright of trial by jury, after some vicisstudes in the early days
of the colony, was thoroughly established. A jury was required only
in criminal cass but was given to all demanding it.° The jury was
slected arbitrarily by the sheriff, without a panel. Six jurors were
required from the vicinage, and the sheriff summoned always the
" best gentlemen” of the neighborhood. A late law required that a
juror should be a freeholder, and possessed of real and personal estate
of more than one hundred pounds in value’ Practice was smple.
Writsran not in the name of the King, but as smple justice's war-
rants, and were published at the door of the parish church® There
were no writs of error, but appeals only, allowing no new matter, and
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as late as 1729 there was no formal pleading.! This legal system in-
dicates unmistakably the absence of a strong dass of professional
lawyers. Lawyers were, in fact, only just beginning to flourish and
gain importance as a dass in the years immediately preceding the
Revolution. In the early times there appears to have been a number
of sharp and unscrupulous attorneys, probably adventurers from Eng-
land, whose existence called forth much hostile legidation. In 1643,
on account of the heavy fees attorneys were compelled to take out a
license, could plead only in general court and one county court, and
fees were limited. Two years later " mercenary " attorneys were to be
expelled; and in 1646, all fees were prohibited, and the court appoint-
ed some one from the people to help the suitors, but without fees. A
few yearslater these enactments were repealed; and after many fluctu-
ations between no attorneys on the one hand, and no regulations for
practitioners on the other, the syssem of licenses and examinations was,
on account of the grievances arising from ignorant lawyers, revived
and enforced, and fees were regulated by the court.’ The growing im-
portance of the lawyers as a dass is shown about the middle of the
eighteenth century by the distinction carefully made in the statutes
between barristers and attorneys® Such was the judicial and legal
sysem of Virginia. It was in many respects rude and imperfect;
but it seams to have worked well, and to have served the ends of
justice.  The courts were trusted and obeyed by the people, and the
general organization, as well as the lawyers, and the knowledge of
law, kept pace with the development of the community. Asin all
the colonies, the common law was adopted and followed, except in
so far as it was modified by acts of Parliament or the local statutes.
The distribution of the population which lived under the sysem of
government and laws which have just been described was an important
factor in the social and political condition of Virginia. One great
element of modern life was wholly wanting. There were practically
no towns and no centres of population. The people were widely
scattered over the whole face of the country. This diffusion had be-
gun at an early day, and the habit of dispersion became strongly
rooted before efforts were made to remedy the evils which it produced.
The want of trade, the loss incurred by dependence upon foreign mer-
chants, and the difficulties of transportation, first led to legislative action

! Presnt Sate of Virginia, Hartwell.
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in 1661-'62,' when an act was passed for the benefit of Jamestown,
where each county was required to build a house. More strenuous
measures were, however, found to be necessary, and in Lord Culpep-
per's time an act known as the Cohabitation Act was passed, ordering
towns to be built at certain specified points, for the benefit of trade
and manufactures?> The most eminent of the dissenting clergymen
supported this policy in a tract called a " Perswasive to Towns and
Cohabitation," urging the loss of trade, the helpless dependence upon
England and the other colonies, as arguments for the scheme:® but the
act was inoperative. Ten years later there were still no towns, but
only paltry villages; and the legislative towns generally consisted of
one house with a store and office for the transaction of a small retail
business* The government, however, persisted. The " paper " towns,
as they were called, were made the only ports of entry; privileges were
offered to tradesmen who would settle in them ;® and it was further
enacted that every town should have a fair and market.® Everything
failed alike—not only laws, but the much stronger influences of dimin-
ishing trade, heavy losses through payments to small retailers, and the
powerful support of the Governor and of the Crown/ In 1716 Jamés-
town consisted of a church, court-house, and three or four brick houses®
and it was even worse with the "paper" towns. Colonel Byrd,in
1732, writes of Fredericksburg, that "besides Colonel Willis, who is
the top man of the place, there are only one merchant, a tailor, a
smith, an ordinary keeper, and a lady who acts both as doctress and
coffee-house keeper;" he adds that Richmond and Petersburg existed
only on paper’® Between this period and the Revolution there was
little change. At the close of the French war, Norfolk, with about
seven thousand inhabitants, was the only considerable town in Vir-
ginia®® Williamsburg, the gay capital and the seat of the university,
was a straggling village of about two hundred houses. Burnaby, who
visited Virginia in 1759, describes it as a pleasant little town, with
wooden houses and unpaved streets At one end was the college,
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said by Mr. Jefferson to have looked like a brickkiln with a roof,*
and at the other the Governor's palace, as it was affectedly called, like-
wise of brick, and apparently the handsomest structure in Virginia.
An indifferent church and some insignificant public buildings com-
pleted the architectural glories of the capital. A dozen families of
the gentry lived in the town, and the rest of the inhabitants were
tradesmen.  Such life as there was in Williamsburg was due solely to
its selection as the seat of government.2 Jamestown, the old capital,
was utterly effaced, and the only substantial sources of growth to the
legislative towns were the Government warehouses for the inspection
of tobacco. This system had been established in the earliest times,®
and after a long period had built up Petersburg, Fredericksburg, and
Alexandria;* but these places were, after all, mere unpaved, strag-
gling villages, with no business outside the tobacco-houses, and inhab-
ited chiefly by liquor-dealers, small shopkeepers, and smaller lawyers,
who preyed upon the country people of the neighborhood.®> It fared
no better with the county seats established by law in each county for
the better administration of justice. These towns, planted in many
caxs in the midst of the forest, usually consisted of the court-house,
the prison, and its accompaniments of stocks, pillory, whipping-post,
and ducking-stool, with one miserable inn, where the judges lodged
when they came to hold court.® Usually, too, the parish church flanked
the court-house ;” but this was not universal. The Sunday services or
the sessons of the court called all the people to the county seat; but
when these were over the town relapsed into the quiet of the wilder-
ness. The explanation of this strange state of affairs lay in the char-
acter of the population and their pursuits. Colonel Byrd, one of the
wealthiest of Virginian planters, who wrote against the legal ports of
entry, argued that the system of life, the country, and the popular
habits, were all opposed to them.®  Writers on the other side admit
.that the popular aversion to towns was very strong; but they con-
tend that this was due to indolence, jealousy, and the desire of every
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planter to have the port of entry at his own door.! These reasons
undoubtedly explain the opposition to towns, and the fact of their re-
maining small and insignificant villages; but the cause of this oppo-
sition isto befound in the occupations of the people, which, until fixed
and endeared by habit, were, of course, merely the result of circum-
stances at the foundation of the settlement.

What the pursuits and occupations of Virginians were at the period
preceding the revolution it is not difficult to discover, for they were
few and simple to the last degree. The legal profession, as has been
shown by the course of legislation against attorneys, was not held in
high repute, and lawyers, as a class, were only just beginning to &
sume importance in the years immediately before the Revolution. In
early days there were evidently plenty of attorneys, so called, but they
were for the most part pettifoggers and sharpers, broken adventurers
from London, and indented servants, who, having been convicts, chose
on their release the profession which, in a rude state of society, gave
them the best opportunity of fleecing the community. The only man
who appears to have attained an honorable eminence in the seven-
teenth century simply as a lawyer was William Fitzhugh, the de-
fender of Beverly in his gallant struggle with Lord Culpepper.? In
1734 two lawyers are mentioned who had displayed ability and
achieved legitimate success in their profession, although one of them
was a broken-down London practitioner." Sir John Randolph, for
many years attorney-general, was a conspicuous and learned advocate.
But the rarity of such cases shows as clearly as the course of legisa-
tion the low standing of the legal profession. The increase of wealth
and civilization effected finally a change in this respect; but it is only
at the close of the colonia period that we find men of high position
and real talents devoting themselves to the law, and only just in s
son to play an important and leading part in the conflict with the
mother country. It was at this period that such men as Patrick -
Henry, Jefferson, George Mason, and Wythe studied law, and were
admitted to the bar, which found its crowning glory in John Marshall,
the greatest name of all those that have adorned the legal professton
in America.

The profession of medicine, which nowhere enjoyed in the eigh-
teenth century the consideration that it now deservedly possesses, was

! Makemie," Perswadveto Towns;" Coll. of Mass Hist. Soc,, | ., v., 124,
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especially low in Virginia. Almost all the knowledge we have of the
medical professon is from the statutes relating to it, and this is in
itself a dgnificant fact. In 1657 laws were passd to regulate sur-
geons, and the power to settle fees was given to the courts. A few
years later bills of surgeons were made pleadable againg the estate of
a deceased person, which indicates the precarious, half-recognition ex-
tended to the professon. In the next century eaborate laws were
pased in regard to physicians, because " surgeons, apothecaries, and
unskilful apprentices, who. exacted unreasonable fees and loaded
their patients with medicine” took up the practice of the healing
art, to the detriment probably of the good people of Virginia.
Fees were fixed by this statute, one shilling per mile being the rate,
and all medicines were to be s forth in the bill. Two pounds
was to be the price of attending a common fracture, and twice as
much for a compound one. Those physicians who held university
degress were allowed to make a double charge ;* and there were un-
doubtedly a few of this last dass in Virginia, men of postion and
family, who had been educated abroad, and were a credit to their pro-
fesson? But their number was very small, and it cannot be doubted
that the dispenser of drugs, the rude village surgeon and barber, or
the unskilful apprentice, were the representatives of medicine in Vir-
ginia, and were not held in high esteem. The professon offered little
attraction to the best part of the community, was, as a rule, merely a
means to more or less ignorant men of making a living, and had nei-
ther social nor political influence.

As the army and navy had no exisence in Virginia, only one pro-
fesson now remains to be accounted for. The clergy formed the
only professedly learned dass in the community.? They possessd
consderable influence, and they were a picturesque element in society
—more, it must be admitted, from their failings than their virtues.
But they represented also a great institution which had an important
effect upon the people of Virginia, and to understand them and the
Church which they served involves a discusson of the whole religious
system.

John Smith and his followers brought with them a worthy minis-
ter of the Established Church, which from that time onward was pro-
tected and fostered by the government of Virginia. During the
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seventeenth century the Puritan spirit, which leavened the whole of
English society, was felt in Virginia, and showed itself strongly in
the Church. Elaborate measures for the maintenance of the Church
and the clergy, and for the propagation of the true faith, were passed
by the early Assemblies, and re-enacted and extended by all their. suc-
cesrs in turn.!  Severe laws against Sabbath-breaking exhibit still
more strongly the puritanical spirit which pervaded the Virginian es
tablishment. Work, sport, and travel were prohibited on Sunday,
and heavy penalties were paid for absence from divine service? One
man was formally excommunicated for wearing bis hat in church?
The same stern quality of the times was manifested in the mos rigid
laws for conformity.® Separatist meetings were broken up, a fine
of five thousand pounds of tobacco was exacted from the participants,
and Non-conformists were expelled from the colony. Under the
Commonwealth there was some relaxation, but both Churchmen and
Puritans persecuted Papists and Quakers. The former were dis
abled from 'office; the latter were thrown into prison without bail,
banished, and adjudged to be fdons if they returned a second time.
Those who brought in or entertained Quakers were liable to heavy
fines* With the Restoration, the Established Church again assrted its
supremacy, and all dissenters came under the ban, and were pilloried
and fined® The first sect to make head againgt the prevailing intol-
erance was the Presbyterian. The conflict was carried on by the Rev.
Francis Makemie, and was supported by the presence of a large and
useful body of Scotch-lrish sdtlers.  Yet pastor and people suf-
fered alike from the laws, and even the emigrants from Londonderry
could not obtain recognition, but were compelled to pay tithes, and
forced out to the frontier. The Toleration Act of William and Mary
obtained only the barest sufferance for Makemie and his followers in
Virginia.” The superstitious side of religion at this period was not
without vitality, for, as late as the year 1705, Grace Sherwood was
ducked for witchcraft.®

But with the beginning of the eighteenth century the vigorous,
zealous, intolerant spirit began to decling, and the Church rapidly
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lost ground among the people. In 1699 there were few dissenters
in Virginia, and three or four Presbyterian meeting-houses and a
Quaker conventicle were the only places of worship outside the pale
of the Church.! At the time of the Revolution more than half the
population were dissenters, and in the shock of war the old Establish-
ment went helplessly and hopelessly to pieces, unregretted, apparently,
by any one. The course and reasons of the change can be readily
followed. The reaction which ensued after the intense spiritual ex-
citement of the seventeenth century produced a species of religious
lethargy in the eighteenth. Frigid morality, a well-bred abhorrence
of anything like zeal, and a worldly indifference, characterized the
English clergymen of the latter period, and their Virginian brethren as
well. The colonial ministers were as a class ruder and narrower than
those of the mother country, and their coldness and indifference to
great religious principles showed themselves more plainly and coarse-
ly ; but the essential spirit of both the imperial and the provincial
Church was the same.  The results, too, were identical. Religion de-
clined, and "paganism, atheism, and sectaries’ began to prevail.?
" Quakers," says Colonel Byrd, " prevail in Nanscmond County, for
the want of ministers to pilot people a better way to heaven." Cler-
gymen would not go there because the tobacco, in which their sda
ries were paid, was bad; and the honest colonel, who retained the old
spirit, and would not have permitted on Sunday any work but that
of charity, self-preservation, or necessity, wonders rather grimly that
Jesuits and Puritans have not seized on so promising a field.?
Although the Jesuit and the Puritan did not come, the religious
revival which swept over England with Wesley broke out with great
force in the province. But the Virginians dealt with this movement
in more simple and vigorous fashion than did their English cousins.
Not long before, the Presbyterians, who had taken the field more than
half a century earlier, supported by a strong and growing element of
the population, had wrested from Governor Gooch promises of tolera-
tion to those of their faith who were pushing the settlements on the
western frontier.* Immediate advantage was taken of this relaxa-
tion, and some of the leading clergymen, eloquent and earnest men,
began an active proselyting,® which soon aroused the latent hostility
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of the r'uling Church; and the Presbyterians, who had borne for so
many years the brunt of the battle in behalf of the rights of con-
science, were the first to feel the wrath aroused by their renewed activ-
ity. Gooch joined in the resistance to the new doctrines, and in-
dictments were found against the Presbyterian clergy for their un-
licensed preaching.® But the character and respectability of the
Presbyterians saved them from the savage attacks made upon the
humbler and more energetic sects which sprang up with the revival.
The Moravians, New Lights, and Baptists were denounced by Gooch
in 1745 in a charge to the grand-jury, and in the following year
their meetings were forbidden.? The Baptists suffered most severely.
Their meetings were broken up by rough crowds, their preachers
were thrown into prison, and treated with the utmost ignominy, and
the mob invaded their baptismal services, and abused and assaulted
the participants, who were beaten and maltreated in every way.®
This antiquated method of dealing with religious differences of opin-
ion was due not to zed, but to interest. The Established Church
was one of the appendages of the Virginian aristocracy. They con-
trolled the vestries and the ministers, and the parish church stood not
infrequently on the estate of the great planter who had built and
managed it.* The ruling class, therefore, regarded the revival as an
attack upon property and vested rights, and as an assault upon one
of the bulwarks of society. It was the conservative opposed to the
innovating spirit. The conservative element had the political power,
and they put down the innovators with a high hand. In all attacks
upon the Baptists, the magistrates, who were of the ruling class in the
province, were the most active® and Peyton Randolph, bearing the
first name in Virginia, headed the opposition to giving licenses to
the Presbyterians.®

Such a policy could have but one result. The dissenting sects
"~ were full of vitality, and they grew apace, while the Established
Church, maintained simply as part of .a socia system, declined with
proportionate rapidity. Good judges estimated the number of dis-
senters at the time of the Revolution as comprising two-thirds of the
population.”  The intolerance and persecution of the ruling class
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awakened the active indignation of the coming leaders in the hew era
of political development. The gentle nature of young James M adi-
son was deeply stirred by the harsh treatment of the sectaries, and he
exerted himsdlf strongly against their oppressors®  The powerful hu-
man sympathies and liberal views of Thomas Jefferson brought hira
to similar conclusons, which rapidly gained ground among the rev-
olutionary leaders. The shock of war precipitated the inevitable re-
ault, for the dissenters to a man almost were on the patriotic sde® and
public opinion could not consistently overlook religious freedom in a
struggle for political liberty. After a short, sharp conflict the privi-
leges of the old Established Church were swept away, and all faiths
became equal before the law.2  The fall of the Church revealed pain-
fully its low condition; the substance had gone, and nothing remain-
ed but the husks. As soon as the State support was withdrawn, the
whole edifice of the Church went to pieces for it had no genuine
religious strength.  Religious indifference was found to prevail every-
where; the people seemed to have no rdigious sense; the churches
fell into ruin and neglect; the service of the Church was abandoned,
not only in outlying parishes, but in many of the towns, and the leg-
acy of irreligion was all that the Church of England begueathed to
Virginia.* '
This religious indifference had of course existed for many years,
but it was covered up by formsand by the strong shelter of the State.
The organization of the Church had real power and meaning, although
the spiritual force had decayed. At the cdose of the French war there
were in Virginia sixty or seventy parishes of the Established Church,
and these were governed by the vestries, which were very important
and active bodies. They represented all the local and municipal gov-
ernment there was in Virginia, and had attained, moreover, a com-
manding position in Church affairs. At an early day secular func-
tions were assgned to them by the Burgesssss They were to make
returns of births, marriages, and deaths, present for crimes under the
statutes against vice, command the sheriff to hold the election for Bur-
gesss, and assg the county courts in building workhouses. To the
vestry belonged the duty of " processioning the land " once in four

! Rivess Life of Madison, i., 42-44.

2 Semple, p. 23; Foote, ii., 171. 8 Burke, iv., 877.

4 Weld's Travels, pp. 107,138; Rochefoucauld, i, 50-56,101. As to the gen-
eral condition of the Church, see Letter of Bishop of London in val. iii. Doc. Rel.
to Col. Hist, of New York.



ENGLISH COLONIES IN AMERICA. 59

years, and upon them devolved the care of roads and ferries.! Thus
far they corresponded to the English vestries and the New England
town-meeting; and, as might be imagined,became in time of revolu-
tion a nucleus of opposition.? Their ecclesiastical powers were more
extended. In the time of the Commonwealth, and under Bacon's
brief rule, they obtained rights which were never wrung from them.’
The most important was the power of raising the salary of the minis-
ter, and they also made good their claim to the right of controlling the
induction, after bitter contests with the Governor and Commissary.
They were able to hire their ministers from year to year, and thus
kept their pastors entirely at their mercy, crippling the Governor's
power of inducting for life completely, and not infrequently they
handled their spiritual guides very roughly.* By alaw of the Com-
monwealth period all affairs of the vestry and Church were assigned
to the control of the members of the parish, and the Restoration sim-
ply obliged the vestry to take the oaths of supremacy, allegiance, and
conformity to the Church of England, but did not revoke their right
of settling the minister's salary.® At the time of the Revolution the
vestries, consisting of twelve of the parish, were chosen by the heads
of families, and were in the hands of the ruling dass® Washington,
Henry, the Randolphs, and the Lees fairly represent the kind of men
who sat at these local boards, and thus controlled the sources of polit-
ical power.’

The head of the Church was the royal Governor, to whom belong-
ed, nominally at least, the right of induction, while the.supervision of
ecclesiastical matters was intrusted to a commissary appointed by the
Bishop of London and paid from the royal quit-rents® Attempts
were made to substitute a bishop for the commissary; but, though
often renewed, they never succeeded, and invariably aroused a most
bitter resistance. Among the many causes of hostility to England
was the dread of a bishop, and the efforts to bring about such an ap-
pointment did much to injure the Church and render unpopular the
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clergymen who advocatedit.> This office of commissary and that of
president of the college, which, except in one case, always went with
it,was a high and important one, uniting, when in the hands of a
strong man like James Blair, much political as well as religious pow-
er® But, although the commissaries were often able to successfully
resist the Governor and maintain their own independence, they were
not able to keep up the character of the clergy.

The ministers of the Church were an important classin Virginia.
By alaw of 1696 their salary was fixed at 16,000 pounds of tobacco,
and this stipend wes largely increased by legal fees for marriages, fu-
nerals, and christenings.®> They were also given by law a glebe and a
parsonage, supplied by the vestry at the cost of the parish. In the
seventeenth century, although there were undoubtedly many advent-
urers and scapegraces from England* among the clergy, the body of
the profession appear to have been honest and zealous men, not highly
educated, but faithful and sufficient in their discharge of duty. Dur-
ing the eighteenth century they rapidly declined in character, although
to the last they formed an important and picturesque element in Vir-
ginian life. The overpowering influence of the vestries, the transat-
lantic patronage which filled the ministry,and the foreign extraction
of many of the incumbents of livings did much toward the degener-
acy of the clergy. But the main cause was to be found in the cold
and worldly spirit which characterized the Church of England at this
time, both at home and abroad. With some exceptions, the Virginian
clergy aped the manners and habits of the laity. Most of them were
men who cultivated their glebes like other planters, preaching once a
week, and performing the other services of the Church for the sake of
an addition to their income. Their morals were loose, and the gen-
eral tone of the profession was low. Here and there might be found
a man of exemplary life and high character; but the average parson
was coarse and rough, and his parishioners might be thankful if he
was not also a drunkard and a gambler. They hunted the fox and
raced horses, they played cards, turned marriages, christenings, and
funerals alike into revels, and sat out the stoutest planter after dinner,
to finally accompany him under the table. One reverend gentleman
bawled to his church-warden during communion, " Here, George, this
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bread is not fit for a dog." Another commemorated his church and
office by fighting a duel in the graveyard. Another received a regu-
lar stipend for preaching four sermons annually against atheism, gam-
bling, racing, and swearing, although he was notorious as a gambler,
swearer, and horse-racer.  Still another, of great physical strength,
thrashed his vestry soundly, and then added insult to injury by preach-
ing to them next day from the text," And | contended with them,
and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off their
hair."® One married a wealthy widow, although he had a wife liv-
ing in England. Another was brought before the magistrate, a fel-
low-clergyman, for drinking and carousing on Christmas-eve; and yet
another is remembered who, after dinner every Sunday with the great
planter of the neighborhood, was tied in his chaise and sent homo
with a servant. At every race-course and cock-pit might be seen rev-
erend divines betting on the contending birds or horses? The petty
tradesmen would not trust them beyond their salary, and extorted
one hundred and fifty per cent, for interest. They were both ex-
travagant and poor,® and the list of clerical exploits in card-playing,
horse - racing, fox - hunting, and drinking might be extended indefi-
nitely. Worthy Bishop Meade, who recounts their doings with much
sorrow, says " There was not only defective preaching but, as might
be expected, most evil living among the clergy." The natural result,
already described, followed, and the revival of the eighteenth centu-
ry, headed by the Baptists, Wesleyans, Moravians, and " New Lights,"
broke down the old clergy and their abuses together. Then came
the ill-advised struggle for salaries, famous as " The Parson's Cause,"
the fatuous effort to procure a bishop, and afatal indecision and luke-
warmness in the contest with England. The Revolution was a fin-
ishing-stroke, and the old Church of Virginia perished with as much
justice, and as completely, as did the English Catholic Church under
Henry VIII.

If it fared i1l with the learned professions in Virginia, the case was
no better ‘in regard to trade and industry, which have -risen to such
commanding positions in modern times. The representatives of these
important interests did not even attain to the dignity of aclass. There
were a few merchants in Norfolk; but the tradesmen were merely
small shopkeepers, scattered about among the little towns.  Other

' Mexdg i., 18,162,231, 250,275,361,387470; ii., 179.
? Foote, i ., 371, : Byrd MSS, i ., 46,
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petty retailers were established at the county seets where they kept
the one gore of the neighborhood, which formed, with the inn and
court-house, the county town.!  Others, again, travelled about the coun-
try, exchanging their goods for tobacco, and pushing even beyond the
mountains to traffic with the frontiersmen and Indians for furs, the
savages offering an inviting and lucrative market, in which even the
great planters were not ashamed to share? These small traders car-
ried on athriving business preying upon the necessties of the plant-
ers and clergy, and extorting ruinous interest whenever they gave
credit. There was indeed, but little encouragement for a mercantile
dass The merchants fared best; but were obliged to give long cred-,
it, and take their pay in tobacco, on which, from its fluctuation, there
were often serious losses  The tradesmen had no markets, and had
either to raise corn and stock themsdves, or take them in payment.
All exchange was dow and cumbrous, and business dragged heavily.
It was in fact, essentially petty, for almost everything of necessty,
and all manufactured articles were imported by the planters direct
from England,? and the shipping was entirely in the hands of Eng-
lish merchants and natives of the other colonies® Descending a step
lower, we find that, except in the immediate neighborhood of Norfolk
and the seacoas,’ there were few or no mechanics® The ruder and
most necessary arts were practised on every plantation by daves trained
for the purpose, and each landlord had in this way his own workmen.”
All articles requiring any skill in manufacture, and even many of the
smplest in domestic use, were brought ready-made from England.®
Such mechanics as there were had to gain, in many casss a precarious
livelihood by travelling about among the plantations, obtaining the
odd bits of work for which the daves were incompetent.’®

The condition of the tradesmen, merchants, and mechanics implies
great lack of variety in natural products, and a very low date of in-
dustries of all sorts  Indeed, no successful attempts had been made '
to utilize the resources of the country. Good cattle and horses
abounded, and the exportation of wheat had risen to five hundred
thousand bushds;® but other exports, which included pork, cider,

L Anburey, i, 818. 2 Byrd MSS, i, 180.
S Fodte i , 9; RivessLifeof Madison, i., 543,
* Beverly. Rochefoucauild, ii .,

® Hening, 1638, Early law forblddlng mechanics to plant shows the tmdmw
" Rochdfoucauld, ii., 80. 8 Hening, 1659, < Mass Higt. Call., 1 .,v., 124,
0 gmyth, i, 140; Burnaby, p. 19,
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bar-iron, and indigo, together with beef and lumber from Norfolk
to the West Indies, were trifling in amount.® The valuable fisheries,
from which at first much had been expected, were wholly neglected.*
In the earliest times great results had been anticipated from vineyards
and silk culture, and legidative encouragement had been freely given*
But neither of these industries ever came to anything. We hear of
isolated cases where wine was successfully made* and hopes of rais-
ing silk were never entirely abandoned. Here and there silk was
made and woven, and there is an account of a silk suit made by a
young Virginian girl for Washington,® but this was all Other and
more useful manufactures fared little better. In the seventeenth
century an act of the Legidature obliged the counties to st up and
maintain looms, and employ a weaver, but even this violent legida-
tion had little efect* Cotton was grown in small quantities before
the Revolution; and a coarse fabric used by the lower dasss and
known as Virginia cloth, was woven on the plantations.” Early en-
couragement had been given by the Assembly to the manufacture of
linen; but as late as the year 1730 it was found necessary to offer
premiums for its production, which, even with this artificial stimulus,
remained very trifling, and had little more than a bare exisence® So
great was the lack of capital and enterprise that even the grist-mills
were few and poor, and the advantage of grinding their own corn was
resigned by the Virginians to other colonies® Nothing shows more
strikingly the absolute dearth of manufactures and the industrial de-
pendence of the country than Beverly's lament, in 1720, over the shift-
lesness and indolence of hiscountrymen. Chairs, tables, stodls, chests,
boxes, cart-wheds, and even bowls and birchen brooms, were imported.lo

The great mineral wealth of the country was likewise wholly unde-
veloped, Mexcept as to iron, of which there was an insignificant pro-
duction. Governor Spotswood and some of his friends had opened

' Burnaby, p.21; Byrd MSS,i.,19. 2  Burnaby, p. 15; Smyth,i., 57.
3 Force's Hist. Tracts, The Silkworm in Virginia; Hening, 1628,1657.

4 Huguenot Family in Virginia, p. 265 (1715); Rochefoucauld, i., 87.

® Soldier and Pioneer; Anderson.

® Hening, 1666.

" Burnaby, p. 21; Abbe Robin, p. 107; Anburey, ii., 378.

8 Maxwell's Hist. Reg., i., 167; Burnaby, p. 21; Hening, 1682,1780.

® Rochefoucauld, i, 9.

10 Beverly, book iv., 58; compare Hening, 1759.

""" Present State of Virginia, Hartwell; Burnaby, p. 16.
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iron mines, and built fprgas at Germanna, and others had been started
in various parts of the province by individual planters.® The industry
reached the dignity of exportation, but it was depressed and almost
ruined by English duties and management; and, although aways re-
ceiving legislative aid, its existence was so feeble that in the eighteenth
century the Assembly exempted all persons employed in the iron-works
from taxation and militia duty.2 Most of the forges, and, indeed, most
of the manufacturing of all sorts was carried on by the Germans and
Irish, who had settled in the West, beyond the mountains.®

The explanation of the condition of trade and industry is to be
found in the absorption of the population in the cultivation of tobacco.*
There has never been a community, probably, in which any one great
staple has played such a part as in Virginia. Tobacco founded the
colony and gave it wealth. It was the currency of Virginia; as bad a
one as could be devised, and fluctuating with every crop; yet it retain-
ed its place as circulating medium despite the most strenuous efforts
to introduce specie® The clergy were paid and taxes were levied by
the Burgesses in tobacco. The whole prosperity of the colony rested
upon it for more than a century, and it was not until the period of
the Revolution that other crops began to come in and replace it.®
The fluctuations in tobacco caused the first conflict with England,
brought on by the violence of the clergy, and paved the way for re-
sistance.”  In tobacco the Virginian estimated his income and the
value of everything he possessed; and in its various functions, as well
as in its method of cultivation, it had a strong effect upon the char-
acter of the people.

As early as the year 1614 tobacco had become the staple, and
plants were growing in the streets of Jamestown. Sudden wealth,
over-production, famine,® laws to limit planting and to enforce the
sowing of corn, and quarrels with England, were the first-fruits of
the new crop. Then followed more over-production, falling prices,
financia ruin, attempts to raise prices artificially, and occasiona plant-
cutting riots of a desperate character.’ Every interest centred in the

1 Byrd MSS, ii., 59; Smyth, i.., 28, 57;ii.., 177.

2 Byrd MSS, ii., 53; Hening, 1727,1748. % Smyth,ii., 258.
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great staple as it rose and fell with each ensuing year, while its use as
money never failed to give an unhealthy incentive to its lavish and
exclusive production. It was, too, always a sore subject with Eng-
land; and the "Case of the Planters of Tobacco," in 1733, presents
a sad picture of the losses inflicted by the mother country by extor-
tionate duties, and, what was much worse, by fraud, corruption, clip-
ping, and favoritism of all sorts in the custom-house." Tobacco-
planting made daves necessary and profitable, and fastened davery
upon the province. The method of cultivation, requiring intense la-
bor and watching for a short period, and permitting complete idle-
ness for the rest of the year, fostered habits which alternated between
feverish exertion and languid indolence.? The immense returns, and
the fact of staking the year's income on the result of a short period,
as well as the rude practice of growing the plants until the land was
exhausted, and then letting it go wild again, and clearing fresh acres,
all tended to produce extravagance, recklessness, improvidence, and a
spirit of speculation among the people® ' As the whole commercial ex-
istence of the State rested on obtaining a market for tobacco, the gov-
ernment took every measure to maintain a high standard in respect
to quality. Warehouses were established at an early period, and a
system of inspection organized which was both severe and thorough.*
Just before the Revolution the exportation of tobacco, including a
small quantity from North Carolina, had risen from sixty thousand,
in 1759, to one hundred thousand hogsheads, was worth nearly a
million pounds sterling, and employed about three hundred vesss®
From the distant plantations the tobacco was floated down on canoes
lashed together, and carrying eight or nine hogsheads, as far as the
head of navigation, where there was a warehouse, and a small town
springing up around it; but the trade was chiefly: carried on by the
planters themselves® The vesss from England worked their way
up the river, delivered their manufactured articles, and loaded with

! The Cae of the Planters of Tobecoo in Virginia, Pamphlet, 1733,

2 Massschusaits Hist. Call., I ., v., 124; Present Sate of Virginia, Hartwell.
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tobacco at the planter's own wharf, picking up a full cargo by a suc-
cession of such visits. This simple and lordly system had begun to
decline slightly, but it was still maintained very generally at the period
of the Revolution.

By agradua process of elimination we have seen that, with the ex-
ception of the clergy and the lawyers—the latter just rising into prom-
inence about the middle of the eighteenth century—both numerical-
ly small classes, the people of Virginia were wholly agricultural, and
further, that they were devoted to the production of a single great
staple. It only remains to trace the origin of the planters to classify
them, and become acquainted with their education, amusements, opin-
ions, and daily lives and occupations, in order to understand thor-
oughly the Virginia of the last century.

When Smith and his companions landed at Jamestown, the art of
colonization was but little understood: The first settlers were for the
most part idle and dissolute adventurers, attracted solely by the hope
of speedy fortune; and they were not improved by the sweepings of
the London streets, sent out to people the colony and act as indented
servants, nor by the convicts, whose transportation to America was a
bitter grievance against the mother country, down even to the Revolu-
tion.* It would be wholly wrong, however, to suppose that immigrants
of this sort were a controlling element, or even one which had a mark-
ed effect on the quality of the population. The Virginians sprang
from afine English stock. Many younger sons of wealthy or noble
families, many of the yeomanry, and many of the merchant-class came
toVirginia. The Cavalier element predominated after the great rebel-
lion; but there was dso an infusion of Puritans with their charac-
teristic qualities of strength and tenacity. There was, in addition, a
small Huguenot immigration, wholly good in its results, and which
was rapidly fused with the dominant race® At the beginning of the
eighteenth century a large number of Scotch-Irish Presbyterians came
out,* who, with Germans from the middle colonies, pushed out to the
frontier, and did much to open up the western country.® Even in
the aggregate, however, the foreign elements were small, and without
effect on the people, who may be accurately described as thoroughly
and essentialy English.

SperkSSLlfeof Washington; R|ve§sL|feofMad|son i., 548
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With no towns, no diversity of pursuits, no important learned pro-
fessions, scarcely any opportunity for constant and liberalizing social
friction, and with a comparatively small population scattered over a
large area, much of which was still a wilderness, the structure of Vir-
ginian society was as might be expected, very smple. There were
four dasss in the community. The African daves who formed near-
ly one-half of the population, were the lowest element; then, divided
from the negroes by the impassable gulf of race and blood, came the
indented servants and poor whites; then the middle dass of small
farmers and planters; and then at the top the great landlords, who
ruled and represented Virginia. These divisons were supported and
maintained by a strong belief in social distinctions, and they increased
in power and meaning as they descended.!

Beginning at the bottom of the social scale we find the African
daves, although far from being, as they afterward became, the one
decisve influence in the conduct of Virginia, a numerous body, im-
portant to the material interests of the province, and by their very
exisence producing deep and lasting effects upon the character of the
whole population. For fifty years after the first ill-omened cargo of
human beings had been landed at Jamestown, but few daves seem to
have been imported, and the sparse legidation in regard to them
shows that they formed neither an important nor formidable de
ment> The only savere legisiation was directed to the prevention of
illicit intercourse between the races, which was punished by public
whipping and penance in church inflicted upon the guilty white
man.? In the year 1667 it was declared that baptism did not exempt
from bondage ;* and after this period legisation becomes rapidly more
stringent, servile rebellion begins to cag its shadow over the country,
and a tone of dread is perceptible in the acts of the Assembly, to all
of which the negro insurrection on the Northern Neck in 1687 gave
terrible meaning. From that time forth the dave laws have but one
quality, that of ferocity engendered by fear.® It is only possble to
give a bare outline of this legidation, which filled many pages of the
statute-book; but it may be summed up in a few words. The daves

! In regard to dass in Virginia, sse Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry, p. 82; An-
burey, ii., 830; Rochefoucauld, i., 69; Smyth, i., 65; Rivess Life of Madison, i,
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had no rights which any white man was bound to respect. They
could not gather at feasts or burials,* and if found away from their
plantation without a certificate they received twenty lashes at the
public expense, and thirty if they raised their hand against a Chris-
tian.® If a master killed a resisting dave, it was no felony, for no
man could be presumed to have any "malice prepense”" in destroying
his own property.® 1t was no felony to kill a Save while correcting
him,* and daves were debarred from giving evidence except at the trial
of one of their own race for a capital offence® If they fled from
servitude they w