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\NTHE' following account of the life

¥\ of King Gustavus Adolphus, the
national hero of Sweden, de-
mands little preface. It makes
 § no pretensions to be based upon

'original research, and | cannot claim
to have read even all the modern
3% authorities on the subject. My knowl-
' \) edge of the Swedish language is by no
means independent of the assistance of
a dictionary, nor can | hope to have escaped that
tendency to partiality for which the natural fascina-
tion of such a subject is theonly excuse. Thework
was undertaken, and the material partly gathered,
before | was aware that it was to have the honour of
forming one of a series of biographies. The diffi-
culty of accommodating its proportions to that
object has not been inconsiderable. | am on the one
hand debarred from giving the references which in
many places | should have desired to give, and on
the other hand obliged to include accounts of
many things of which | had made no special study.
The military history of the Thirty Years* Waris in
itself a case in point. No satisfactory monograph
on the subject exists, and | have often been obliged
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to confess myself at fault in grasping the exact
meaning of military terms, and the exact effect of
manoeuvres, in an art of which even in its modern
shape | know nothing. Every one in the seven-
teenth century was a bit of a soldier, and the books
which were written at the time presuppose in their
readers a considerable knowledge of the practice of
arms. In the library of theimmortal Captain Miles
Standish, the Swedish Intelligencer stood side by
side with the Bible. But the times have so far
changed, that | am able to plead that | am proba-
bly not much more ignorant of the art of war han
the majority of my readers are likely to be.

The contemporary literature of the Thirty Years
War was very voluminous and is still very undi-
gested. Every variety of dates, figures, and num-
bers, every variety of judgment upon the principal
characters engaged, makes a little task like mine
extremely bewildering. No great history of the
period as a whole has as yet been written. Pro-
fessor Anton Gindely's larger work treats, so far as
it has at present gone, only of the very early years
of the struggle. He has indeed published a
smaller school-book on the whole subject, which
has been translated into English, but this is avow-
edly only tentative, and he confesses that he has
not explored the archives of Stockholm. But in
those archives, if anywhere, it is probable that the
true Gustavus Adolphus is to be found.

On the other hand, almost every separate char-
acter and every separate incident in the war has
had one, if not many historians. For instance, |
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have come across, in one place and another,
seventeen different accounts of the Battle of Liit-
zen. The subject of the present biography has
been particularly fortunate, or unfortunate, in this
respect. Gustavus Adolphus has been attacked and
defended any time these two hundred and fifty-
eight years. His character has undergone, in the
so-called impartial verdict of history, even more
transformation than that of Oliver Cromwell: hehas
been deified as a hero ; with no less warmth he has
been denounced as a hypocrite. To the school of
Gfrorer, to Forster and the biographers of Wallen-
stein, he came into Germany as a robber. What
claim have | to say that the later German his
torians, such as Droysen, are justified in their
vindication of his character, even though Ranke has
lent his great name to the view that the life-work
of the King was essentially the defence of the
German Protestants and the restraint of the ambi-
tion of the House of Hapsburg, as the only real
safeguard for the national independence of Sweden ?
The only answer | can make to this question is
that, in the present state of historical knowledge, a
man who has no pretensions to be a student of
archives can but study the result of the researches
made by others and form his conclusions accord-
ingly. | am quite aware that this is not a per-
fectly safe guide, for | believe that one can prove
almost anything from a judicious use of original
documents, and that in a subject which possesses
such a completely European interest as the Thirty
Years War, documents may at any moment turn up
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which may falsify all the conclusions of previous
writers. Every Court in Europe probably possesses
some archives which have reference to it, and the
field of research has been by no means exploited.

I must therefore at once avow that my main
guides have been G. Droysen's " Gustav Adolf"
(Leipzig, 1869), and Geijer's " Sveriges Historia,"
the classic work upon the subject, which has been
translated into German. Geijer is especially valua-
ble, because so large a portion of his history of the
German campaigns is made up of letters from Gus-
tavus himself, taken from the Swedish archives,
which, in many places, he quotes in extenso. He, as
it were, lets the King tell his own tale. A large
proportion of these letters were written to John
Casimir, the Regent of Sweden, who had married
the King's sister Catherine, and who became the
father of King Charles X., and ancestor of the later
Vasa Kings. Next in importance comes a volume
of letters of the King to his Marshal, General Knip-
hausen, written during the campaign of 1630-1-2,
and published at Groningen, in Holland, by I1. O.
Feith, in i860. Of this same description is a little
volume of the King's miscellaneous letters and
writings (including the correspondence of Gustavus
with his first sweetheart, Ebba Brahe), published at
Stockholm, in 1861, under the title of " Konung
Gustav Adolfs Skrifter."

I have found little difficulty in the use of the
above-mentioned books, but it is quite another mat-
ter with the mass of contemporary pamphlets,
broadsheets, pictures, caricatures, and letters, to
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which the King's extraordinary success in Germany
gave rise. Some part of the ground is cleared by
the fact that Professor Droysen has proved con-
clusively that the three most important contemporary
accounts, the " Arma Suecica" of Arlanibaeus (Frank-
fort, 1631), the " Inventarium Sueciee" of Godo-
fredus (Frankfort, 1632), and the "Theatrum
Europaeum " of Abelinus, which did not appear in
its final shape until 1679, were substantially the
work of the same hand, namely, of Abelinus himself.
The latter was evidently intended to be the life-
work of the author; it isawonderful monument of
research and industry, and is enriched with numer-
ous plates, two of which adorn the present volume.
Next in order, of the same class, comes the " Swedish
Intelligencer,” printed for a London bookseller in
successive instalments from the year 1632 to 1637.
It professes to be, and one sees no reason to doubt
the fact, compiled from a series of letters written by
several persons from the actual theatre of the
conflict—that is to say, it may be called entirely
first-hand evidence, although probably not derived
from any persons who would be likely to be in the
interior secrets of the diplomatic and military move-
ments. It is enriched with numerous plates. Of the
value of the work of Colonel Robert Monro, an
officer who served in the Scotch Brigade of Gus
tavus's army, | have spoken in the text. In England
also was brought ouT" Swedish Discipline, Religious,
Civil, and Military/' avery interesting tract (1632),
of ninety pages, which includes the famous articles
of war and a pay-list of the Swedish army.
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As first-hand evidence, too, may be reckoned the
work of Gualdo Priorato, a Venetian gentleman who
had served under Maurice of Nassau, then under
Gustavus, Wallenstein, Horn, and Bernard, respec-
tively. He may at least be considered as having
seen both sides of the struggle, but with the accu-
racy for which his nation was famous, he gives no
account of anything which he did not actually see,
and the disappointing thing about his book is that
he seems to have seen very little. As a foreigner
and a soldier of fortune, he was not perhaps ad-
mitted to much of the secrets of either side. This
is the book, however, in which Frederick the Great
probably read up hisThirty Years' War campaigns,
for it was translated into French by one Franche-
ville, and published at Berlin in 1772, the new
edition being enriched with movable plans of the
principal battles, "compiled on the spot by an
engineer officer in the Prussian service."

Every campaign, however, and every event in
each campaign, has, as | have said, a special litera-
ture of its own. Much of thisisknown to me only
by name, though the names of many of the tracts
are extremely expressive, as, for instance, the
" Hansische Wecker," " Nun geht's mit Gott ins
Bayern," etc. | have, however, endeavoured to
read all of those, on which | could lay hands either
in the British Museum or the Bodleian Library,
which have reference to the two great battle-fields
of Breitenfeld and Liitzen, although without arriving
at any very clear notions of the disposition of this
soond battle.
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Of modern works besides those already re-
ferred to, | have derived considerable help, with
regard to the thorny subject of military history,
from alittle Belgian book edited by M M . Merzbach
and Falk, and entitled "Campagnes de Gustave
Adolphc " (Brussels, 1887), one of a series of sketches
of European warfare now in progress. The old
German General von Billow's "Gustav Adolf's
Feldzug in Deutschland,” 1808, is written rather
from the point of view of a military theorist than of
an historian. For the negotiations between the
King and Wallenstein, and those between the King
and the Protestant princes in the winter of 1631-2,
the thirty-fifth volume of the " Preussische Staats-
archiv," contributes valuable material which | have
done my best to use carefully. Harte's " Life of
Gustavus Adolphus " (London, 1759) I° aponderous
and painstaking work of the Robertsonian school,
and contains a valuable diary or diurnal of the
King's campaigns. The works of the Rev. B.
Chapman (London, 1856) and Consul Stevens (Lon-
don, 1885) are spirited and picturesque biographies,
especially the former, though it has the disadvantage
of having appeared prior to Droysen's researches.
| cannot, however, claim to have made much use
of the three last-mentioned works. To the very
voluminous modern Swedish life of Gustavus,
by Abraham Cronholm, | have made frequent
reference, but only upon doubtful points. | cannot
claim to have read it through. Herr Weibull's, the
latest Swedish life (Stockholm, 1884), | have
studied carefully, and have derived much valuable
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side information therefrom, as well as the right, by
the extreme courtesy of its editor, Herr Bukowski,
to make use of some of the illustrationsto that work.

| have unfortunately not had the opportunity of
travelling over all the ground, even of the German
campaign, with this special object in view, and the
Prussian and Polish " terrain" is completely un-
known to me. | have, however, seen at one time
or another most of the places described in the
German and some of those in the Swedish part
of the book ; and about two years ago | was able
to make some specia study of the Pomeranian
campaign on the spot.

With regard to the spelling of the proper names,
| am aware that | shall be severely taken to task for
" arbitrariness," but it is a choice between arbitrari-
ness and pedantry, and | prefer to be found guilty
on the former charge. There are historians who
write Lorraine Lothringen, and who would shiver
at the very name of Charlemagne; there is every,
thing to be said for their view, but do they aways
write Roma and Firenze ? There is another school,
which professes to adopt universally the French
spelling wherever there is no English equivalent,
but which isin practice equally illogical. | am not
likely to find favour with either of these, for the
only rule, by which | have thought myself at lib-
erty to be bound, is the rule of common practice
among educated Englishmen. Thus | maintain
that Alsace has become an English word to express
the country lying between the Vosges and the
Rhine; Cologne to express the city of " four and



Preface. Xiil

seventy stenches" ; and that to use these terms
does not in the least stamp a man as an upholder of
any anti-nationalist theorieswith regard to the Rhine
frontier. But | cannot give up Mainz and Trier
for Mayence and Treves. While refusing to call
my hero Gustav Adolf, Gothenburg Goteborg,
Munich Miinchen, or Vienna Wien, | hold myself
quite free to speak of Regensburg, Speyer, and
Kalmar.

The dates of the days of the month in this book
are given in the old style, but it has been thought
convenient to give the years according to the new
style. Ten days must, therefore, it is almost needless
to say, be added to each date to bring it into accord
with modern chronology.

My thanks for assistance in my little work are
due first to my father, who most carefully corrected
the whole, and pointed out numerous faults of
English; to Mr. Evelyn Abbott, of Balliol College,
for many valuable hints; and to my most kind
friend, Mr. Alexander Titz, of Stockholm, for his
assistance with the illustrations, and for his unceas-
ing attentions during my stay in Sweden. Lastly,
to the Rev. Arthur Johnson, of All Souls, and Mr.
Richard Lodge, of Brasenosc College, to whose
advice, though not directly in connection with this
book, | owe whatever interest in History |I may
possess.

OXFORD, January, i8go,
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GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS.

CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTORY.

HE period of the Reformation had pro-
duced two great changes in the history
of Europe. It had revolutionised re-

ligion and it had revolutionised commerce. Both

changes were the result of a previous revolution
in thought. It was not so much that men had not
dared to think in the Middle Ages—many of them
had, like Abelard and Wiclif, dared to attack the

prevalent system—but it was rather that men, as a

whole, had not taken the trouble to think, and few

indeed were the incentives to such trouble. With
che invention of printing it had, however, become

a great deal easier to think. Thought was, so to

speak, forced upon people, who at first would gladly

have avoided the trouble of it, but who soon found
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it a pleasure, an excitement, a moral necessity, and
then, as Ulrich von Hutten said: " Men began
to awake and live."

The result of their awakening was that they
began to desire to provide better for their bodies
and better for their souls. It israther characteristic
of the end of the Middle Agesthat they should have
thought first of their bodies. Itwasall very well for
Erasmusto say : " First | shall buy Greek books,
and then clothes” ; but, in the first place, the ma
jority of men were not as Erasmus; and, in the
second place, Erasmus did not mean what he said.
But before any serious attack had been made upon
the dominant form of Christianity, serious attacks
had been made upon the dominant system of trade
and commerce. That there was an open-sea route
to the Indies had long been an idea of the Portu-
guese navigators, who crept stealthily along the
coast of Africayear after year, in search of the Cape
of Good Hope. Columbus undertook his western
voyage with the same idea, and called the naked
Hispaniolans, upon whom he lighted, Indians. But
what he went to seek he found not. The prize fell to
the Portuguese, although it was not until many wars
had been fought with the natives on the coasts of
Malabar that they began to reap the fruit of their ad-
ventures. About the year 1503, merchants from Lis-
bon began to appear in the markets at Antwerp and
Bruges, offering for sde cargoes of sea-borne spices
at about one tenth of the price at which the same
commodity, land-borne by the old Venetian trade
route from the East had previously been offered



Introductory. 3

And why, it may be said, should afall in spices
affect the history of the world in general, and of
Sweden in particular? Because spice was a prime
necessary of life in the days when there were no
green vegetables. And because the spice trade
had become oceanic, all commerce became oceanic
too. And the nations that lived upon the ocean
would be the inheritors of the riches of the world.
The old trade routes would be and were destroyed.
The mighty organisation, which had brought the
East and the West and the North, however feebly
and expensively, together, whose pivot had been
the Flemish towns, and whose two wings had
stretched up the Mediterranean to Venice and Al -
exandria, and up the Baltic to Dantzic and Novgo-
rod ;—that was to fall. And not merely to fall, but
to tumble down in sudden collapse. Venice, and
Bruges the Venice of the North, —on hantoient
toutes les nations ttrangtrcs,—soon retained but
shadows of their former importance. The haughty
spirit of the former, and her wars against the Turks,
enabled her to disguise the fact for three centuries.
But these centuries were a lingering agony.

And the Northern wing of this great European
machine, the Hanseatic League, decayed as rapidly.
Itiswith this wing that we are more immediately
concerned. The great German cities ranged along
the Baltic coast, or in the Northern Interior of Ger-
many, had elaborated a system of territorial aswell
as commercial dominion over the Baltic, which had
absolutely precluded for atime the normal develop-
ment of the Scandinavian kingdoms. Their business
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had been that of the carriers of northern Europe ;
the Scandinavian kingdoms lay directly across their
path. The temporary union of those three king-
doms, under Queen Margaret of Denmark, at the
end of the fourteenth century, had been the first
blow to the Baltic supremacy of the Hansa. The
rupture of this union by Gustavus Vasa seemed for
a moment to put the game in their hands again.
But it wastoo late. The date of that rupture was
the third decade of the sixteenth century, and the
change had already begun. The Hansa was out of
the race before Sweden entered it. Yet the Baltic
commerce was worth having, and the new Swedish
dynasty was well aware of the fact. That "Domini,
um Maris Baltici," about whichwe read so much in
all contemporary records, was a prize worth strug-
gling for; it meant the dominion over the coasts of
the Baltic as well as its commerce. Now the first
point we have to bear in mind is, that the period of
Sweden's greatness is precisely the period in which
this question of the " Dominium Maris Baltici " is
the question of Northern politics. | shall hope to
shew that if this was not the mainspring of the life-
work of Gustavus Adolphus, it was eclipsed, and
eclipsed pro hac vice only, by his duty to the Prot-
estant faith.

The Protestant faith ; that was the other conquest
of the age. That was the conquest which England
and Sweden in the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies were called upon to defend against a wave
of reaction. We may make what fine distinctions,
theological and other, that we will; we may a-
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cuse and with justice, Protestant persecutors of
being very nearly as bad as Catholic, and with far
less excuse than they ; but to go back to what Mac-
chiavelli called the " effectual truth of things/' the
fact remains that the spirit which animated Philip
I'l. and Alva, Ferdinand I1. and Maximilian of
Bavaria, was but little different from the spirit
which animated the persecutors of our own Puritan
forefathers; whereas the spirit of the Pilgrim Fa-
thers was essentially one with the spirit of Gustavus
and of Cromwell. And on that side was Freedom ;
not as fully known as now; the Goddess had hardly
yet

's Stepped down through town and field
To mingle with the human race"

but had only partly

4 To men revealed
The brightness of her face.’

Y et she was the same in essentialsas she isto-day.

[t would be interesting to speculate whether there
is or is not anything in the fact that Spain and
Portugal, the two nations who were first in the race
of the new commerce and discovery, were by that
fact in any way blinded to the contemporary revo-
lution in Thought. They rejected the Reformation
from the beginning, but they had perhaps their
hands too full to allow them to consider it. The
Northern nations, on the other hand, less occu-
pied at first with the commercial question, seem to
have owed their subsequent commercial success to
the spirit which the Reformation awoke in them.
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Now it is remarkable that Sweden and England,
who were to be the two champions of Protestantism,
had both accepted that form of faith more as a
matter of political necessity or convenience than
anything else. Gustavus Vasa, the founder of his
dynasty, was not a very religious man. He had de-
termined to make Sweden a Lutheran country for
two main reasons: first, because he wanted the
lands of the Church, both in order to enrich the
crown and also to attach the nobles to his cause ;
secondly, because, as he said, the " priests were all
unionists in Sweden "—that is, they all wished to
maintain the union of the three Scandinavian king-
doms which he had broken, and they were, there-
fore, irreconcilably hostile to his dynasty.

Three other great services were rendered to Swe-
den by Gustavus | . : (i) at the Diet of Westerns, in
1544, the hereditary character of the monarchy was
definitely declared. This was a great victory over
the nobles, who in nearly all the Northern and East-
ern Kingdoms of Europe—and in Sweden itself at
a later time—succeeded in erecting an oligarchy,
which oppressed the peasants and crippled the ac-
tivity of the State. (2) Again, by his consistent
favouring of the middle classes, and his conclusion
of commercial treaties with Russia, France, and the
Netherlands, he became the founder of Swedish
commerce, and dealt a serious blow at the Baltic
supremacy of the Ilanseatic League. (3) And
lastly, he appears as the founder of that policy of
territorial aggression (toward the South and East),
which, however we may judge of its morality in thia
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age of peace, was certainly looked upon then as the
prime duty of all Kings, and which in the case of
Sweden was the direct path toward the great part
which she was destined to play in the seventeenth
century.

His first enemy was Russia, a recently consoli-
dated State, already bordering on the half-Polish
province of Livonia and the Swedish province of
Finland ; already extending her flanks to the Cau-
casus and the Don on the south and to the White
Sea on the north.* The English Captain Chancel-
lor, attempting the N. E. passage in 1553, was
astonished to find himself ; on Russian ground at
Arkhangel; a somewhat close commercial connec-
tion between England and Russia followed upon his
adventure, and soon afterwards Elizabeth founded
her " Muscovy Company." Thus Russia had her
interest in oceanic commerce, and it looked at one
time as if she might become successor to the Hansa
in the Baltic. But the wars of Ivan the Terrible
(1534-84) for Finland and Livonia were unsuccess-

* When | say that Russia was " extending " herself, it must alway
be home in mind that, in pursuing this policy, she was only reassert-
ing her claim tothe territories over which her half mythical hero St.
Vladimir had ruled in the Middle Ages. Poland had partitioned and
Sweden afterwards began partitioning Russia with infinitely less re-
gard to nationality than Russia herself shewed in the eighteenth
century under the Great Peter and the Great Catherine. Catherine
in 1772 was but rescuing Russians from a tyranny of five hundred
years ; Peter in 1721 but reclaimed provinces from Sweden which,
according to the strict theory of nationality, ought never to have be-
longed to her, and which never had, in fact, submitted kindly to her
rule. But few theories in practical politics have proved more provoca-
tive of present war and future illusion than the theory of nationalities.
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ful, and the chief interest which they possess for us
isthat in 1561, the year after the death of Gustavus
| ., hisson Eric acquired for Sweden the province of
Esthonia, which appears to have previously fluctu-
ated between dependence on Denmark and on
Russia. Thiswas the first of the so-called " Baltic
provinces" of Sweden ; herewith began the exclu-
sion of Russia from the " Dominium Maris Baltici."
But this possession brought Eric face to face with
Poland, a country which was disputing with Russia
the possession of Livonia.

Poland, under the last of the great Jaghellon line,
was already displaying the fatal tendency to anarchy
which at last devoured her. It must aways be
remembered that the huge, unwieldy carcase, which
bears the name of Poland on any sixteenth-century
map, was in reality a conglomeration of conquered
provinces of at least as many different nationalities
asthe Austrian Empire of our own day.

Poland turned for help to the King of Denmark,
in whom Eric, with keen insight, recognised the
most dangerous foe for Sweden. In 1563 Eric con-
cluded peace with Russia, and the nations of the
North began to assume their natural relation to each
other. The Baltic question rapidly became an Eu-
ropean one. English sympathies were with Sweden
and Russia; Spain and the Emperor as naturally
took the other side, and suggested to the King of
Denmark, Frederick | 1. (1559-1588), that he should
ask for the hand of Mary Stuart; to counteract which
King Eric indulged in an elaborate flirtation with
Elizabeth. The powers of North Germany took
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sides in the war (1565), but the war itself produced
but littleresult. The able Eric displayed symptoms
of insanity and was extremely unpopular with the
Swedish nobles, and Denmark was as yet too power-
ful an enemy for Sweden to overthrow. In 1567
Eric was deposed by a revolution, the fruit of which
was reaped by his brother John.

When the great Gustavus I. was dying, and could
no longer speak, he made a sign that he wished to
write, and wrote half a sentence of warning to his

people : " Rather die a hundred times than aban-
don the Gospel. . . ." Then his hand failed, and he
dropped back dead. |iewas not, | have said, a par-

ticularly religious man, but he marked out the true
path for Sweden. Now in 1567 a certain reaction
set in : many of the nobles, who had felt the yoke of
Gustavus heavy and of Eric heavier, seemed ready to
drift back to Catholicism, and John's reign (1567—
1590) was one of reaction in many ways. John never
openly went over to Catholicism, but he cast off all
the Lutheranism that he dared to cast off. He
made peace with Denmark and war with Russia;
thereby he allowed the former country to develop
her trade and foreign relations enormously and rap-
idly, and made the task of his successors doubly
hard. Above all, he originated, by his marriage
with Catherine Jaghellon, the disastrous connexion
with Poland. That unhappy country, "' the fatal
byword for all years to come" of genuine anarchy,
had just closed its period of prosperity. The last of
the Jaghellon Kings died in 1572, and the elected
King, Stephen Bathori, died in 1586. Ivan the Ter-
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rible sought the crown of Poland. Perhaps it would
not have been a bad thing for the Poles if he had
obtained it; on the ground of nationality his claim
was overwhelmingly better than that of his rivals;
but it would have brought Russian barbarism two
centuries nearer to Europe.  John of Sweden, on the
other hand, saw an opening for the House of Vasa
His son Sigismund was, by dint of bribes and in-
trigue, elected King of Poland. But he had to
become a Catholic. Poland was the one conquest of
the Latin Church in the East, and the one honoura-
ble thing in the subsequent history of Poland is the
way she adhered to her Catholicism. But the union
of Sweden with Poland, which would necessarily
follow, if Sigismund succeeded his father on the
Swedish throne, would be almost certainly a Cath-
olic union, and would mean a complete change in
the Northern baance of power, which had been
already so far settled that a hard fight would prob-
ably be made by those interests which were threat-
ened.

And the first of these interests was Swedish
Protestantism. Sweden was still a free country, in
the sense of being governed in a parliamentary way
with the consent of the four estates, Nobles, Clergy,
Citizens, and Peasants. Whatever the Riddarhus
might think upon the subject, the three non-noble
estates were red-hot Protestants and would have no
Catholic king. Even the nobles were only induced to
consent to Sigismund becoming King of Poland with-
out forfeiting his right to succeed in Sweden, by the
grant of extravagant privileges, practically so great,
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had they been observed, as to emasculate the Vasa
monarchy. Luckily the people had a deliverer at
hand. Charles, Duke of Sudermania, the young-
et of the sons of Gustavus L, lived wholly in the
best traditions of his father's policy. He might be
relied upon to head an insurrection, if necessary.
Even before John's death in 1590 murmurs began
to be heard that he had been an usurper—was his
son necessarily the heir ? These murmurs increased,
when in 1593, after waiting three years, Sigismund
came home to claim his kingdom, with a present of
twenty thousand crowns from the Pope in hispocket,
" to defray the cost of the restoration of Catholicism
in Sweden." Duke Charles had already prepared
his plans when the King arrived ; there seems little
doubt that he was playing a game, and for the
crown. We are not concerned with his motives, it
is sufficient to know that they corresponded with
the interests of his country. In 1593, just before
Sigismund had landed, Charles had been chosen
Regent and President of the Council of State, which
had sworn "to obey him in everything which he
should think fit to do for the maintenance of the
Confession of Augsburg.” These were ominous
words for King Sigismund, who, however, being a
thorough believer in the doctrine of the Jesuits, by
whom he was guided, that all means are lawful for
a good end, agreed in 1594 to accept the " decrees
of Upsala," I.E.,, the decision of the Council in the
previous year, which confirmed Lutheranism as the
one religion of Sweden. Thereupon he was crowned.
It was afterward remembered that in that part of
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the coronation ceremony where the King had to
hold his right hand aloft for some minutes, he let it
fall, either through impatience or weariness, and
that Duke Charles had to remind him to keep it
upright. Sigismund's coronation-oath included a
promise to " preserve the Swedish Church/' which
promise on his return to Stockholm he immediately
broke. He made a Catholic noble governor of that
city; he began to found Catholic churches and
schools; worse than this, he began to rule Sweden
through Polish ministers, and to treat it as a con-
quered province or a dependency of Poland.

We must remember what a period it was, that
last decade of the sixteenth century, and we must
put ourselves in the position, as far as possible, of
the men of that day. The great fact in European
politics that presented itself to all eyes was the suc-
cess of the Catholic reaction. It is not always easy
for a man standing upon the seashore to perceive
the exact moment when the tide begins to ebb.
Some few great waves may even dash up beyond
high-water mark when the flow has already ceased
for many minutes. In this case the tide had turned,
but men had hardly perceived it. It was but a few
years since Philip | | ., master of the New World, of
Spain, of Naples, of Milan, of Franche Comte, had
swallowed Portugal and annexed her colonies ; had
apparently crushed the insurgent Netherlands ; and
had seemed on the point of crushing the heretic
Elizabeth and the heretic Henry of Navarre. Now,
it wastrue, the Armada had come and failed ; Parma,
the greatest of Philip's captains, was dead (1592);
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the age of the great aggressive Popes was over.
Y et all this had made as yet but faint impression;
Henry 1V. could hardly yet be caled King of
France, and if Spain had received one or two serious
checks, she was still far and away the mightiest
power in the world. By the close alliance of the
two branches of the House of Hapsburg, she as
pired to the dominion in Europe, and King Sigis-
mund seemed a tool ready made to her hands, to
assure to her the neutrality, if not the obedience, of
the North —a share in, if not the dominion over,
the commerce of the Baltic. Sigismund's two mar-
riages with Austrian archduchesses had further
cemented the union, and Denmark seems at this
time, and for long after, to have been always ready
to play into the hands of Spain.

At the risk of repetition it seemsworth while to
remind the reader of the essential connexion of all the
great European questions in the sixteenth and first
half of the seventeenth century. After that period
it is possible to trace a Northern, a Western, and a
Southern set of policies, which by no means hang
upon the same, or even upon similar, considerations.
But the period before us is one, in which if you
touch one nerve of the European body-politic, the
shock will vibrate and revibrate throughout the.
whole frame.

And one branch of the great European struggle
now centred in the contest between Sigismund Vasa
and his people. But, though unperceived, the tide
had turned, and that contest could have but one
end. Itsdetails have little interest for us. When
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Sigismund went back to Poland at the end of the
year 1594, he could not prevent Charles being
chosen to administer the kingdom in his absence,
and Diet after Diet subsequently confirmed the
power of the Regent. The peasants of Dalecarlia,
the great province of the centre, which had first
come forward to the support of Gustavus |. in 1520,
sent up a petition to the effect that there ought to
be only one king in Sweden, and that Sigismund
had forfeited the crown. Charles himself had been
unwilling to lead a revolution, until it became ap-
parent that Sigismund was massing troops and
raising money in Poland for an attack upon his
nativeland. In 1597 thecivil war may be said to have
begun ; in the following year Sigismund landed
(with only five thousand Polish troops) and was
utterly defeated near Linkoping (on September 25,
1598). On the next day a treaty was concluded by
which Sigismund was acknowledged as King, but
promised to send away his foreign troops and
maintain Protestantism. It was obviously a mere
effort to gain time, and in the following year on
failing to keep the condition, which he never had
the remotest intention of keeping, he was formally
deposed (July, 1599).

The contest, however, was by no means over, and
it led to that perpetual hostility between Sweden
and Poland which played such an important partin
the history of Northern Europe in the seventeenth
century. On the whole, Spain, Austria, and Den-
mark ranged themselves on the side of Poland,
while England under James| ., who was the brother-
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in-law of King Christian 1V. of Denmark (1588-1648),
hesitated between the two parties. The failure of
the elder branch of the Vasas to assert their rights
was very considerably due to the unwillingness of
the Poles to fight for a foreign crown to be placed
on the head of their King. On the other hand,
Sigismund and his descendants became more and
more thoroughly Polish, more and more imbued
with the spirit of the Catholic reaction, and there-
fore any chance they might have had of return to
the crown of Sweden rapidly vanished. In 1604
Charles was solemnly crowned King; that was the
second birthday of the Vasa monarchy ; the crown
was entailed upon his eldest son, Gustavus Adol-
phus, and his descendants, being Protestants® and
the descendants of Sigismund were forever ex-
cluded. "Every prince who should deviate from
the Confession of Augsburg should ipso facto lose
the crown. Anyone who should attempt to effect
any change of religion should be declared an enemy
and atraitor. Sweden should never be united with
another kingdom under one crown; the King must
live in Sweden."




CHAPTER II

THE BEGINNINGS OF GUSTAVUS ADOLPIUS,

N the year in which Sigismund was first
conditionally recognised as King of Sweden,
1594? °" the 9th of December, Gustavus
Adolphus was born in the Palace in Stockholm.
Duke Charles, as he still was, had by his first
wife (a daughter of the Elector Palatine) only one
daughter who survived infancy; she was called
Catherine, and became in after years her half-
brother's most trusted friend and adviser. By
his second wife, Christina* of Sleswick Ilolstein,
he had two sons and one daughter. The eldest was
our hero ; the second, Charles Philip, became at one
time a claimant for the crown of the Czar, but died
childless in 1622. The daughter, Mary Elizabeth,
married her cousin John, the only one of Sigis
mund\s brothers who took the Swedish side in the
succession wars, and who honourably refused
himself to trouble the existing entail of the crown.

* She wasthegranddaughter of Luther'sfriend Philip the M agnani-
mous of Hesse, and thus Gustavuss hereditary Vasa-Protestantism may
be said to have been reinforced from the maternal side.

16
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When the grandfather of the new-born Crown
Prince had seized the throne, Sweden was a barbar-
ous country. Gustavus |. used to complain that his
people understood civilisation so little, that they
invariably robbed the merchants who came to trade
with them. Their culture was perhaps about on a
level with that of Poland and Russia With the
lapse of eighty years all this was changed. Sweden
was a civilised country, if not to the extent of the
England of Elizabeth or the France of the days before
the League wars, yet so far that it might at least
compare favourably with the neighbouring German
and Scandinavian states. We know what an im-
petus to literature and especially to theological
study was given by the Lutheran Reformation in
Germany; Lutheranism was essentially in its early
days a scholarly faith, and when engrafted upon the
rugged Swedish stock it did produce very rich, if
not very enduring, fruit. That there is something
in " national character" is a doctrine which will
probably survive the destructive efforts of modern
historians. And the character of the Swedish peo-
ple seems to have been actually new-created by the
Reformation. The same was the case in Scotland,
but one difference is readily perceptible: Scotland
became Calvinist and learnt only the sterner lessons
of Protestantism; Sweden took in all that was brill-
lant, attractive, and progressive from her Lutheran-
ism, while her fresh Northern blood prevented her
from relapsing, as the German Lutherans so easily
did, into an indolent fatalism. By the end of the
sixteenth century the Swedish nobles were by fai
the most cultivated aristocracy of the North.
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The traveller of to-day who approaches Stock-
holm by the Malar Lake, and sees the houses spread-
ing out upon the numerous islands and up the heights
of the Sodermalm, is looking upon a very different
city from that in which Gustavus was born. Yet,
as in the case of London, the integral kernel of
Stockholm is still called " the city " (Staden), and
with the adjacent island of the Riddarholm pre
sents an aspect not altogether modern, though,
in consequence of the only recently abandoned
Scandinavian habit of building all houses, even
in the cities, of wood alone, few ancient buildings
remain, and the palace itself is an eighteenth-cen-
tury erection. The palace of " Birger Jarl," a huge
mediaeval pile, went the way of all Swedish build-
ings in the conflagration of 1697, but it stood upon
the same site as the present " Slots." Before the
birth of our hero, the Norrmalm, which is now
the fashionable quarter of the city, had been at
least partially invaded by buildings, although these
were not incorporated in the city until 1635. The
true old capital of Sweden had been, in fact, not
Stockholm at all, but Upsala, which long continued
to be the crowning-place of the kings, as well as the
seat of the Metropolitan, but which the Vasas by
this time had pretty well abandoned as a place of
permanent residence.

The other chief towns of importance in the coun-
try at the time of Gustavus's birth were Westerns,
Orebro,and Kalmar. Gothenburgwasonly founded
during his boyhood ; Malmo, Lund, and Helsing*
borg were still Danish possessons. Any one who
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wishes to know what the conditions of life in the
country were, could hardly do better than study
Whitelocke's journal of his embassy to Queen
Christina in the year 1654. Whitelocke wes, it is
true, only a passing visitor, but he performed the
journey across Sweden from Gothenburg to Stock-
holm in the rigours of a northern winter, and he
records his experiences with great intelligence and
some humour. Great alowance must be made in
reading his account for the corruption of morals
and manners, which had been produced by the later
years of the long war, and the great influx of previ-
oudy unknown luxuries upon a poor and hardy
people. It is, however, probable that this corrup-
tion had not largely affected the pessant dass, into
whose habits Whitelocke diligently enquired, and
with whom he came during his journey into fre-
gquent contact, and, therefore, it is quite permissible
to regard him as a valuable first-hand authority for
any one who wishes for a pegp into the life of
Sweden at the period of our story. The one prac-
tice which struck our traveller with uniform disgust
was, that he was very frequently asked to dine off
the flesh of animals which had died a natural death,
apractice which he attributes not so much to the
poverty as to the thriftiness of the " primaeva
peasantry,”* who had won so many victories for the
cause of Protestantism.

Of the manner of life of the Court and aristocracy
Whitelocke's book has less to say, and what he says
concerns us very little, as there can be no doubt that
acomplete revolution had been effected in these in
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consequence of the spoils of Germany, which the
Swedish commanders brought home between 1632
and 1648. But we may perhaps picture the Brahes
and De la Gardies, and all the best of the Swedish
aristocracy, old and new, at the end of the sixteenth
century, as, if we put aside the different conditions
of climate, leading a life in time of peace not es
sentially different from the Pembrokes and the
Arundels, the courtiers of Kings James and Charles,
of whom Clarendon has left us such avivid picture.
They were undoubtedly rich from the spoils of the
Church, and they were undoubtedly cultivated and
lettered men.

But nothing is more remarkable than the way in
which the Royal Family of Vasa towered above
their people and their contemporaries in this last
respect. Gustavus | ., though previously a compara-
tively uneducated man, developed when on the
throne a passion for literature, art, and music, which
amazed his somewhat jealous Court. Theology—to
many non-religious minds (such as our own Eliza-
beth's) the engrossing study of the age—was his
greatest delight. Eric based his claim to the ad-
miration of posterity no less upon his foreign
policy than upon his proficiency as a painter, a
musician, a mathematician, an astronomer, an ora-
tor, and awriter on military tactics. Poor man, he
had much need of these arts to console him in later
life, for he spent seventeen years in prison between
his deposition and his murder. In him also first
appeared that taint of madness which sometimes
accompanies great genius, and which has reappeared
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from time to time in the Vasa race down to their
latest descendants. John, the fratricide and would-
be apostate, was a man of almost greater ability
than Eric, and Sigismund was hardly behind them.
Charles was the least naturally able and the worst
educated of Gustavus's sons; but his second wife,
the mother of Gustavus Adolphus, was a great
patroness of literature, and he himself was a con-
Siderable composer of hymns, prayers, and cate-
chisms. The great point about him, however, was,
that he was a more practical man than any of his
brothers. War and the Gospel were undoubtedly
the true business of a King of Sweden, and Charles
understood both thoroughly. He endeavoured
steadily throughout his reign to bring the whole
resources of Sweden into a condition to contribute
liberally to the defence of the kingdom, and to
organise that defence upon the most practical
method. Thus, without being a great or original
genius, he prepared the way for his son.

And to him that son owed the priceless boon of
an excellent education. The boy was a Vasa from
head to foot, and the father knew it. " Ille faciet,”
said the dying King looking at him lovingly, when
his counsellors stood round, pulling long faces al out
"the state of the nation, should any unforeseen
accident to your Majesty deprive us," etc., etc.
And the next day when they told him of the loss of
some fortress or other at the hands of the Danes,
he replied calmly: "The concerns of this world
trouble me no more ; | leave all in better hands than
mine." They were not Court ladies, to whom the
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early years of the Lion of the North were entrusted.
Charles deliberately took the advice of his Estates
as to the choice of a tutor, and the person selected
was John Skytte. Skytte drew up a plan of educa-
tion, "such as a prince should have." He was a
Swede who had passed ten years in travel to most
places in Europe which were worth seeing. A Ger-
man, Von Morner, also a travelled man, was to assist
Skytte, and the Count de la Gardie, a Swedish noble
of French origin, took care of the military side of
the Prince's education. The seed fell on good
ground ; Gustavus, when he arrived at man's estate,
knew a good deal of seven languages, and could
converse fluently in four besides his own. Hislet
ters, like those of many of his contemporaries, are
the strangest mixture of Latin, German, French,
and Swedish; they read as if the languages were all
in his head and he used the shortest and readiest
word in each case to explain his thoughts, quite in-
different to which tongue it belonged. It must be
remembered that L atin was the universal language of
diplomacy of the day, and that German, owing, no
doubt, to the wide-spread influence of the Hanseatic
merchants, was the Lingua Franca of the Baltic na
tions. But Gustavus's knowledge of Greek was a rarer
accomplishment, and enabled him to read Xenophon
in the original, and to pronounce him the greatest
ancient writer on the military art. Even when in
camp he always carried in his pocket a copy of
Grotius's treatise " De Jure Belli et Pacis."*

* This passion for history bore fruit in the fragment of a " History
of the House of Vasa." which he left behind him. Thereisa copy
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The stories which gathered round the infancy of
Gustavus are of the usual slight merit, and demand
but little recognition here. Of course his horoscope
was cast for him, and of course a glorious career
and a violent death were easily discoverable therein.
It was not unsafe to predict either of these things of
a Vasa and a Protestant King in that age. Nay, the
old books are full of the " marvellous discovery," by
Tycho Brahe* ten years before our Hero's birth, of
a new star in the constellation of Cassiopeia, which
clearly could have no other meaning than that "a
Protestant prince should arise in the North, who
should procure great advantages to those of the
Protestant faith." (Is it not written that Louis
X111, was born under the sign of Libra, and was
therefore called " Louis the Just "?) How natural,
too, that in the name Gustavus—a good honest
family name—which was given to him, men should
discover the anagram of Augustus; a play upon
words, of which his admirers knew how to make
good use, when he afterwards restored the Reformed
faith in the city of Augsburg (Augusta).

Of the usua child stories, however, 1 am inclined
to like two, which were narrated of our infant Hero.
One is that, when he was five years old, his father
took him down to Kalmar to se a fleet which was
preparing to pay a visit of observation to the
of this fragment in the British Museum, printed at Stockholm in
175« The memorable opening sentence may perhaps be worth
extracting: " God grant me so to live, that | may ever live with
Chrigt, and on earth may never blush for my own deeds”

*See a very rare tract, entitled " The New Sar of the North
Shining on the Victorious King of Sweden." London, 1632*
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Hanseatic city of Liibeck, which had threatened to
behave unpleasantly to Sweden. " Which of the
ships does your Highness like best?" said an officer
of distinctiontotheboy. " That one.'—" Why ?"—
" Because she has more guns on board than the
others." Guns were to be the essentials of his trade.
The other story is equally characteristic: " You
must not go into that wood, my dear,” said his
nurse to him one day, when they were walking in
the country near Linkoping; "there arc huge se-
pents in that wood." " Give me a big stick then’
sad the boy ; "1 "1 soon kill them."

From his earliest years the young Prince was
systematically "accustomed to affairs." His father
lost no opportunity of bringing him forward in the
Council, and, at the audiences given to foreign
ambassadors, sometimes made the child of ten years
old reply on behalf of the Crown of Sweden. The
period was a deeply interesting one at the Court of
Stockholm, for as the Spaniards began to slacken in
their efforts against Holland after the death of
Philip I'l . (1598), a large number of adventurers—
Germans, English, French, and above all Scotch
officers—came to Sweden to put their swords and
their somewhat cosmopolitan Protestantism at the
service of a King who was engaged in a struggle
with Catholic Poland, which might easily develop
into a struggle with Catholic Europe. One great
reason that King Charles had for thus calling atten-
tion to his brilliant son was the uncertainty of the
succession. In spite of the settlement of 1604, a
revolution in favour of the elder line might easily
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follow upon his death, for Gustavus's cousin John
was five years older than he, and was " much seen of
all men." It wasin no jealous or narrow spirit that
the old monarch resolved to extend to John as
much of his favour as possible. By bringing up the
boys together, and treating his nephew amost as
a son, he seemed to be leaving to his people the
choice between them. Yet he lost no opportunity
of secretly directing that choice, and before his
death could have had no doubt where it would fall.

" Before all things, fear God," writes Charles to
Gustavus, "honour thy father and mother, be ten-
der to thy sisters, love those who have served me
faithfully, reward them according to their deserts,
be gracious to thy subjects, punish the evil, trust all
men fairly, but only entirely when thou hast learnt
to know them. Be no respecter of persons before
the law; invade no man's just privileges, provided
they clash not with the law ; diminish not thy regal
possessions in favour of any man, except thou art
sure that he will recognise the benefit and do thee
good service in return." This last sentence was a
wise bit of instruction in a country where the crown
subsisted entirely upon domains, and where the
nobles, provided they served in the field, were free
from the burdens of taxation.

The father needed to give no instruction in regard
to his son's duty as a soldier, for Gustavus stole
hours from his books and his deep to listen to the
tales of the great Prince Maurice, and his heroic
deeds against the Spaniards, told by the immigrant
officers who had made a campaign or two in the



26 GustavUS  AdolphUS. [1594-1618

Low Countries. So early was his passion for soldier-
ing developed, that he was profoundly hurt at being
forbidden to serve in the Russian campaign of 1610,
when he was between sixteen and seventeen, and
proportionally elatedwhen,inApril, 1611, Christian
of Denmark having declared war on Sweden, he was
solemnly knighted, and sent to collect troops in
West Gothland for the relief of Kalmar, then the
most important Swedish port, which Christian had
besieged, and which he shortly afterwards took.
His first successes were the destruction of the towns
of Christianopel in the province of Schonen, and the
reconquest of the isle of Oland in the same year.
Here, as elsewhere, Gustavus began to prove true
the saying of a contemporary historian concerning
the Swedish troops: " They don't defend their men
with walls, but their walls with men." The sword
inthe boy'shand woke in him theVikingspirit of his
race ; aspirit which, it must always be remembered,
isnot merely one of sheer fighting, but of adventure
as well; not merely one of conquest, but also of
colonisation, but which on more than one occasion
in the history of the Vasa family {eg., in Eric) de-
generated into mere "Berserkir" passion. Even
the sober Charles once challenged his " dear adver-
sary of Denmark" to decide the war by a single
combat; and his son's one great fault as a general
—and it was a serious one—was that, in the moment
of victory, and sometimes, as in the last fatal field
of Liitzen, too soon for life if not for victory, he
would throw prudence to the winds, and charge like
any Crusader. But, on the other hand, his swift
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and dashing courage was precisely what was wanted
in an age of Spanish captains, slow movements, and
heavy battalions; and when off the battlefield, his
higher qualities—his ready habit of command over a
a temper naturally fiery, his knowledge of the occa-
sional necessity of silence and reserve, above all his
deep and unaffected piety—almost invariably got
the better of his Viking blood.

Here, with his maiden sword in hishand, we must
leave the young Hero for a few moments, in order
to recapitulate briefly the events of his father's
reign, and to consider the state of Europe at the
date of his own accession to the crown. We have
got to clear the stage for the main actors, and the
main act in the drama; we have to dispose of Den-
mark, Russia, and Poland, before we can send a
soldier to Pomerania. The main questions in this
period have their roots some distance back and do
not appear at first sight directly connected with the
Thirty Years War. Shall the Baltic be a Danish
lake? Shall Sweden have the keys of the province of
Livonia, which again isthe key of Poland? Lastly,
the long-standing dynastic quarrel between the Polish
and Swedish branches of the House of Vasa has to
be cleared out of the way. If these questions seem
to the reader to be unimportant, | must beg leave to
put him in mind of one of the sayings of Gustavus
himself: " All wars in Europe hang together/'

How European these Baltic questions were be-
coming, we may learn at a glance from the number
of Powers which interested themselves more or less
directly in these early wars of Sweden.
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In the first place, there is Denmark. She was
perhaps then at the height of her power; she had
recently founded on either side of the Sound the
two strong fortresses of Kronborg (or Elsinore)
and Helsingborg, thus giving herself command of
the only practicable passage from the Baltic to
the North Sea, which Sweden could possibly have
disputed. And Sweden could not at present dis
pute it, for the very good reason that her three
Southern provinces (those provinces that have been
called, from the shape of the Scandinavian penin-
sula, the " bear's paws)"—Halland, Schonen, and
Blekingen—were then, and until some time after
Gustavus's death, in the hands of the Danes. It
was just this part of his country which Gustavus I.
had been unable to liberate. Sweden, therefore, if
she wished for any share in extra-Baltic commerce,
was compelled to seek it from the only point at
which she touched the open sea. Thiswas at the
mouth of the river Gota, where, in addition to the
already existing strong fortress of Elfsborg, Charles
| X . was now founding Gothenburg, in modern times
the most important commercial city in Sweden,
The central point of the strife between Sweden and
Denmark at thistime will therefore be found to be
round these two fortresses, over against which the
Danes had recently rebuilt and strengthened the
fortifications of Bohus. But we must not wholly
divert our eyes from the Sound, where the tolls
levied, and often arbitrarily raised, by the Danes
were a second great cause of strife; and Denmark
had recently put forward the monstrous demand,
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that no commerce should pass round the North
Cape to Arkhangel, under pretence that this would
be an evasion of the tolls of the Sound. One other
burning grievance was the claim of the Danes to
free commercial access to the Swedish possessions
in Esthonia and (as soon as Sweden got hold of
the province) in Livonia. During the seven years
of Charles IX/s rule Denmark had kept herself
fairly quiet, but when King Christian perceived
that his rival was growing feeble, and that there
might possibly be on his death a dispute for the
Swedish succession, a succession to which he, too,
might lay claim (for Denmark had never given up
the idea of reuniting the three Scandinavian crowns),
he declared war at the beginning of 1611, and took
with little trouble Kalmar and Elfshorg. A war
with Denmark meant more to Sweden than a war
with any other country, for their frontiers con-
verged everywhere; and along the long Norwegian
boundary there was seldom any real pesce at all.
In estimating the position of the Danish monarch
vis-h-viswith the Swedish, it must not be forgotten
that the former was by no means so completely
master of his own kingdom as the latter. Charles
| X. was harassed by a rival claimant to the crown,
but the Swedish nobility were almost to a man
loyal to the decision of the Estates; whereas Chris-
tian had constant troubleswith the Danish nobility.
He himself always affected—and perhaps it was not
altogether affectation—the manners and feelings of
a bourgeois, and endeavoured to rely upon the bour-
geoisie for support against the aristocracy ; but the
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course of Danish history during the previous hun-
dred years had by no means resulted in the estab-
lishment of a popular monarchy, in the sense in
which the Vasa monarchy could claim that title;
and over and over again Christian was compelled to
desist from some enterprise which he had begun,
owing to murmurs and even threats of deposition
which became audible among his nobles. It was
only in 1660 that the Kings of Denmark, finding
themselves called by the popular voice to undertake
the defence of their country against Charles X. of
Sweden, were able to overthrow for a time the
dominion of the aristocracy.

Closely involved with the Danish troubles, the
burden of which Gustavus thus inherited, came the
relation of Sweden to the Dutch Republic. Holland
was, perhaps more than any other Power, stepping
into the position in Baltic commerce formerly occu-
pied by the Hanseatic League. By the middle of
the seventeenth century it is said that she drew a
third of her revenue from this source, and even at
the end of the sixteenth her understanding with
England enabled her to make sufficiently good
terms with Denmark as to the right of entering the
Sound. Al the offers of Charles failed to draw
her away into a league with Sweden against the
Danish claim to control that passage. With all her
greatness, Holland often displayed an intense and
narrow commercial selfishness, which rendered her
oblivious of the interests of European freedom. So
long as she, for the time being, could get in upon
good terms, she cared not that she was contributing
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to aggrandise the jealous guardian of the mouth of
the Baltic; and when her twelve years truce with
Spain was concluded in 1609, she made rapid com-
mercial strides towards the north-east of Europe.
Charles was not powerful enough to refuse her that
which he determined to refuse to the Danes, namely,
free access to the Swedish portsin Esthonia; he was,
moreover, always hoping for an alliance against
Christian, or at least an armed mediation on the
part of Holland between himself and that monarch.
But Holland's cue was strict neutrality; that
Sweden, Denmark, and Poland should just about
balance each other, and be so occupied with snarl-
ing at each other's bones that she would stand in
the end a fair chance of clearing the plates of all
three, is no unfair representation of Holland's view
of the Baltic question.

| have already pointed out the beginnings of
Swedish aggression against Russia, another of the
Powers deeply interested in the points in dispute.
A fresh opportunity was offered for interference
there, when the direct line of Rurik came to an end
in 1598 with the death of Czar Feodor. The vola-
tile Sigismund of Poland at once seized upon the
idea of getting himself chosen Czar, and thus indem-
nifying himself for his loss of Sweden. But his Ca-
tholicism stood hopelessly in the way. Sixteen years
of anarchy and disputed succession followed in
Russia. It is needless for us to specify the Borises,
and Demetriuscs, and Wassilis, who laid claim to,
and occasionally occupied, the throne of Moscow.
The only points for us to notice are that Charles
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and Sigismund steadily supported rival candidates,
and finally, more or less leaving the combatants to
fight the original matter out, settled down into a
hearty struggle for the possession of Livonia, once
a debatable land between Russia and Poland;
while Sweden, being geographically in a better posi-
tion to carry out the design, overran the Russian
provinces of Ingria and Carelia at the end of the
Gulf of Finland, and even, in 1611, penetrated as
far as Novgorod. It was not until Gustavus had
been some time upon the throne that there arose
in Russia a really national Czar, in the person of
Michael, ancestor of the present reigning House of
Romanoff. In the course of these quarrels the
Swedish General de la Gardie at one time proposed
to put on the Russian throne Charles Philip, the
youngest brother of Gustavus; but the latter, just
after his accession to the Swedish crown, wisely
decided against permitting the aggressive policy.
The kings of Sweden have been much blamed by
modern writers for this wanton attack upon the
territories of their neighbour, the Czar; but, apart
from the fact that most of the attacking was done
while there was no proper Czar at all, and largely to
prevent the King of Poland from becoming Czar, |
must be allowed to protest, however mildly, against
the application of principles which have by no
means gained universal acceptance in the nine-
teenth century to the events of the first two dec-
ades of the seventeenth. In saying this, | am not
following that great master of human motives, Mac-
chiavelli, but merely putting the question upon the
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ground of the interests of Sweden. The Florentine
would have looked at the matter thus: " If Charles
was strong enough to conquer Russia, he ought to
have done it ; not being so, the next best thing he
could do was to take what he could get of it; before
all things he ought not to have allowed Sigismund
to get a footing there, and he did not/* Ought not—.
that is to say, in the interests of his own country,
which were the only things that a seventeenth-cen-
tury king ever regarded—perhaps the only things
that any king in any century ought to regard.

For Livonia the struggle between Poland and
Sweden was long; and this brings us directly to the
subject of the mutual relations of these two coun-
tries during this period. Ever since Sigismund had
retired from Sweden in 1599, he had found it more
and more impossible to interest his new country in
his dynastic quarrel. He had therefore been re-
duced to the resource of keeping up relations with
such disaffected people as he could hear of in
Sweden itself, in Finland and in Esthonia. On his
own brother John, he attempted to work, but in
vain; but there were some few Catholic nobles in
Sweden who were not unwilling to pocket a little
Polish gold occasionally, though they made practi-
cally no return for it. Meanwhile the only theatres
on which Sigismund and Charles could meet were
Livonia, and the Russian succession wars. That in
the former Charles was nearly always successful
(which was by no means the case where native Rus-
sian troops had to be encountered), proves that
Poland had already entered upon her rapid career
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of decline; and, a little before the death of the
Swedish King, Sigismund was obliged to conclude
an armistice which partially left the former in tem-
porary possession of the coveted province.

One other prince who has as yet played no part at
all in these questions, but who is destined to give us
a great deal of trouble, and to play avery prominent
if not a very dignified part later on, is the Elector
of Brandenburg. The House of Hohenzollern had
as yet done little to shew that it was one day to rule
over Germany. Its main possession, Brandenburg,
was cut off from the sea by Pomerania. Its chief
outlying possession, Prussia, was a Polish fief and
surrounded on all sides with Polish territory. The
" wings of the Prussian Eagle,” Silesia and West
Prussia (the latter, now a Polish province, pure and
simple, had been torn from the Teutonic knights in
the fifteenth century) awaited Frederic, the re-
deemer or the robber. Not a foot had yet been
planted upon the Rhine, of which Prussia was one
day to be the guardian. Only two great rivers
passed through its territory, the Oder and the Vis-
tula, and the mouths of both were in the hands of
other Powers.

Shut out from commerce, sheltered behind the
broad back of the Elector of Saxony from the
aggressive Catholic reaction of the south, Branden-
burg remained utterly indifferent to, oroblivious of,
that flowing tide. Even when partially awakened
to what was going on, the two contemporary Elec-
tors showed an extraordinary apathy, and even
cowardice, for which one searches in vain in the
previous or subsequent history of their family.
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Carlylehaswell characterised one of them, withwhom
we shall make a somewhat nearer acquaintance later
on, as " Que faire," because the story goes that he
once said when asked why he did not resist Gus
tavus, "Que faire? ils ont des canons." Yet this
sleepy Elector and his father are all-important to
our story. Sigismund knew that fact well, and
during the Russian disputes, and still more during
the armistice, did his utmost to conciliate his pon-
derous vassal. Though Dantzig was a free city and
Konigsberg practically independent of Prussia, there
were several points (notably Pillau) on the coast of
that duchy from which the Elector could easily hold
out a hand to a possibly invading Swede. Once the
Swede was in Prussia, he had a" sedes belli/* to use
the language of the day, of the most favourable
nature, for an attack upon Poland itself. What if
the Elector should try and shake off Polish suze-
rainty ? Who could be a more favourable ally for
this purpose than the King of Sweden? And even
more thanthis. Were not Brandenburg and Saxony
almost equally entitled to claim the leadership of
North German Protestantism? If tlu general con-
flagration should come—nay, when it should come,
for we may be sure that Sigismund foresaw what
every thinking man in Europe foresaw—was not an
alliance between Brandenburg and Sweden, in the
interests of Protestantism, the most natural thingin
the world? Therefore, since, if my readers will
allow me again to quote Macchiavelli, " men must
either be caressed or destroyed/' and since Sigis-
mund was not powerful enough to destroy the
Elector, he determined to caress him. And he did
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it so effectually that it was just Brandenburg that
proved an almost greater obstacle to Gustavus's
later plans, than all the soldiers which Catholicism
could put in the field.

I have thus briefly sketched out the relation to
each other of the various Powers who were inter-
ested in the Baltic question. It will perhaps be of
assistance to the reader if | am allowed to recapitu-
late their objects in a tabular form.

(1) Hollatid': her object was—freedom from tolls in
the Sound, free commerce over the
whole Baltic, to maintain the statu quo
among other Powers.

(2) Denmark: To maintain her Swedish provinces
and her mastery of the Sound ; to op-
pose Sweden in every possible way, if
necessary by an alliance with Poland.

(3) Poland : To recover the Crown of Sweden, to
conciliate Brandenburg and all other
possible allies of Sweden, to recover
Livonia.

(4) Russa : To get back her Baltic provinces if
possible.

(5) Branden- To keep Prussia and to be allowed to

burg: go to sleep.

(6) Sweden: To win territory on the eastern shores
of the Baltic, to be friendly with Den-
mark if possible, to keep Klfsborgand
Gothenburg (and thus her communica-
tion with the North Sea,) not at present
to attempt the recovery of her south-
ern provinces; to resist all attempts of
Poland, whether on Sweden itself, or on
her eastern possessions.



1594-1618] Gustavus Adolphus. 37

| have put this last object in italics because it was
just this which led on to the later implication of
Sweden in the struggle of Protestantism for exist-
ence. Let my readers never lose sight of the fact
that at the back of Sigismund were all the wishes,
and might be all the armies, of Catholic Europe, and
perhaps they will pardon me for dwelling so longon
the introductory part of my subject.

HIKSTALF.R. 1615.



CHAPTER IIL

OPENING YEARS OF THE REIGN OF
GUSTAVUS.

HARLES I X. died at Nykoping, inthe
arms of his eldest son, on the 30th
of October, 1611. We have seen to
what difficulties that son was left heir.
Few Kings have indeed ever inherited a
kingdominamorecritical condition. But the lad of
seventeen was not unequal to the task. We have an
interesting glimpse of his personal appearance about
this time, from an account left by some Dutch
Ambassadors, who visited Sweden shortly after his
accession: " His Majesty," they write, " stood before
his throne to receive uswith head uncovered, dressed
in satin trimmed with black fur, and with a black
silk cloak on his shoulder (for he was in mourning
for his uncle, the late Duke of Holstein). Therewas
acanopy over hishead ; on hisright hand the regalia
of Sweden on a marble table with silver feet; heis
slender of figure, well set up, with rather a pale com-
plexion, a long-shaped face, fair hair, and a pointed
beard, which here and there runs into atawny colour;
3
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and, according to all reports, he is a man of high
courage, though not revengeful; keen of intellect,
watchful, active ; an excellent speaker, and courteous
in his intercourse with all men; from a youth of
such promise great things are to be expected.”

And another contemporary says: " He seems
more occupied in ruling his kingdom than with the
ordinary pleasures of youth."

Little time indeed was left him, from the moment
of his accession, for the cultivation of the ordinary
pleasures of youth; yet he had one considerable
love affair before his marriage. There was a beau-
tiful Court lady, caled Ebba Brahe, sprung from
one of the proudest families in Sweden, with whom
he deliberately intended to share his throne. At
Skokloster, in Sweden, is preserved a fragment of
their correspondence, including some passionate
love-letters from the young King. While engaged
in the campaign against Russia in 1616, he sends her
in a letter an actual flower, " which the Germans call
Forget-me-not." He wrote sonnets to her while
away, and when at home played duets with her on
the flute. For some time his mother, who was a
lady of very decided character, watched the progress
of their passion with great anxiety. Then e finally
exacted from her son a promise that he would see
the lady no more for three years. Those were years
of war and of tribulation for Sweden, too severe and
too absorbing to allow the King's constancy to stand
the trial, and, at the end of the period, the Queen
Dowager triumphantly married the dangerous maid-
en to James de la Gardie. Nor is the young King



40 Gustavus Adolphus. [1611-25

absolutely clear from less creditable connexions, for
he had, by a Dutch lady, a natural son, Gustaf Gus-
tafson, born in 1616; the boy won his spurs on the
field where his father met his death. It should be
mentioned that this instance is the sole record
against Gustavus in an age of almost universally
lax morality on such matters. Few indeed are the
trustworthy details respecting his personality that
remain to us; and, were they more, | should be less
inclined to dwell upon them than upon his services
to his country and to the Protestant cause. Here
and there a touch comes out in his correspondence
or intercourse with his Chancellor, Axel Oxenstiern
(which for the most part consists of diplomatic and
military counsel given and received by both parties
with the most outspoken freedom); as when the
King says to his Chancellor: " You are so cold in
your proceedings that you act perpetually as a drag
on my activity " ; to which the latter replies: " If |
did not perpetually throw cold water on you, you
would catch fire and blaze up once for all." And
the same Chancellor makes use of the words " Im-
petus ingenii," in reference to the hastiness with
which, as the German war developed, the King
changed his plans, ever ready to meet or even to
provoke a new combination of foes. Most of the
correspondence between the King and his Chancel-
lor was published by Grimoard, at Paris, in 1790.
The King's impatience, which sometimes caused the
more prudent Oxenstiern a pang, is marked by a
story told of the days of his early manhood to the
effect that, having a sharp touch of fever, he sweated
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it off by a terrific fencing bout with Count Peter
Brahe.

It istime that we should consider by what means
he succeeded in solving the problem of foreign
policy, to which reference has been made in the
previous chapter.

For two months after the death of Charles | X.
Sweden was without a King, for Gustavus was but
seventeen years old, and the age of legal majority
for Kings had been previously fixed at twenty-four.
The father had so far deferred to precedent that he
appointed a Council of Regency, though there is
little doubt that he foresaw that the Diet would at
once declare his son to be of full age. This in fact
happened at the Diet of Nykoping, and on the 17th
of December, 1611, the Queen and the rest of the
Council of Regency laid down their power, and Gus-
tavus took his father's title, " Elected King and
Hereditary Prince of the Swedes, Goths, and Van-
dals." The foremost adviser of this young sover-
eign, Axel Oxenstiern, the Chancellor, was only
twenty-eight years of age; and these two now sat
down to play in eanest the great game of war
against all the powers of Northern Europe. The
stake was the very national existence of Sweden.

And first for the Danish war. The hero who
ended in triumphing over Catholic Europein arms,
had first to seek the keys of his own kingdom from
the King of Denmark. We left Christian in posses
sion of thetwo most important fortresses of Sweden,
Kalmar and Elfsborg. One year of terrible fron-
tier war, in which Gustavus nearly lost his life by
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falling, horse and all, through the ice on the lake of
Widsjo, in one of those winter battles on that " fifth
element " which has added such dramatic horrors to
Northern warfare, left Denmark still in possesson
of these fortresses. But Gustavus succeeded in in-
spiring in the peasants on the frontier, and above all
in Dalecarlia, a personal affection and an energy
which made any permanent occupation of Sweden
by the Danes a moral impossibility. And on the
side of Denmark there were influences tending to
peace. The nobles dreaded any great persona
ascendency of their King, such as was likely to
be the result of a too successful war, and Christian
himself was not the man to pursue any plan very
consistently. In this state of things the mediation
by Christian's brother-in-law, James 1., of Great
Britain, was accepted by both sides. The Peace of
Knarod, 19th January, 1613, began, as all treatiesin
all ages have begun, with an article which meant
nothing; Denmark was to continue to carry the
three crowns on her arms, " without thereby raising
any claims on Sweden." More important was the
giving back of Kalmar to Sweden, and the retention
of Elfsborg by Denmark in pawn for six years, or
until a million dollars * were paid for its redemption.
If not redeemed within the six years, it was to re-
main to Denmark. It is a proof that Gustavus and
Oxenstiern were as good rulers at home as they
were statesmen abroad, that the payment was made
within two years, not of course without heavy taxa-
tion, which for this great object was, on the whole,

* A Swedish Rikstaler equals about 3s, 6d. English money.
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cheerfully borne. It was not a glorious peace nor a
glorious beginning to a new reign, but it was a use-
ful and necessary peace, and Gustavus, though he
was incessantly thwarted and provoked by him
throughout his life, never had to draw sword against
Christian again.

Secondly, his attention was engaged by the Rus-
sian war. Gustavus refused, as we have already
seen, to place his younger brother on the throne of
the Czar, as De la Gardie, the Swedish commander
in Russia, was anxious to do ; but the sixteen-year-
old Michael Romanoff, who now appeared first as
the puppet, then the leader, of the National party in
Russia, had hardly fewer difficulties to contend with
than Gustavus himself. In 1614, the King of Swe-
den appeared at Narva at the head of his troops,
and stormed Augdoff, and in the following year
Pleskoff. The Swedes were aimost everywhere vic-
torious, but the campaigns were frequently inter-
rupted by negotiation, in which England and
Holland carried on a diplomatic strife at Moscow;
the former, on account of her commercial relations,
leaning to Russia, the latter (who had got promises
from Charles | X. of free entry to Livonia and the
Baltic provinces), for similar reasons, to Sweden.
Between their diplomacy and the terror of the
Swedish armies, was hammered out the Peace of
Stolbova, 27th February, 1617, by which Russia
ceded to Sweden the provinces of Ingria and
Carelia, henceforward to be the barrier between
herself and the sea  These provinces included the
fortresses of Kexholm, Noteborg, Ivangorod, Jama,
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and Koporie, and were, as the King of Sweden
wrote to his mother, the keys at the same time
of Finland and of Livonia; "and if at any time
Russia should get them back and learn her strength,
she would be able not only to attack Finland on
both sides, but also to set such afleet on the Baltic
as would endanger our Fatherland." Geijer, who
guotes the letter in cxtcnso, adds that the King
writes as if he had foreseen the plans of Peter the
Great. A later famous warrior King of Sweden,*
who possessed some of Gustavus's great qualities,
but who was destined to undo all, and more than
all, his work, might well have taken warning from
the views here expressed. " Now," said Gustavus
to the Estates of Sweden, on histriumphant return
from the Russian war, " this enemy cannot launch a
boat on the Baltic without our permission. The
great lakes of Ladoga and Peipus, thirty miles of
morasses and several great fortresses, are enough to
keep him off from us. | hope, in God's Name, he
will find this brook a tough one to jump over."
The ground whereon St. Petersburg now stands
thus passed to the crown of Sweden, and the
foundation of the foreign greatness of the latter
Power may be said to have been laid. It was after
this Russian war that Gustavus's name began to be
celebrated in Europe. Skytte writes to Oxenstiern
from London at the end of 1617, that, in the course
of hisrecent journey to Denmark, L ubeck, Holland,
and England, he has heard loud praises of his master
everywhere.

* Charles X 11.—not, of courss a descendant of Gustavus. Seetable.
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But it was in the Polish war above all that the
young King really founded his European reputa-
tion. The campaigns of the 1620 decade were to
him, to some extent, what the Egyptian campaign
was to the first Napoleon, for it was in these that he
trained and attached to himself that brilliant array
of generals who afterwards carried out his ideas.
Besides old James de la Gardie (whom the King
persisted in calling " his master "), Gustavus Horn,
John Baner, Torstenson, and Wrangel were all with
him in Poland. It is to this period, too, that his
more important innovations in the art of war really
belong, though it will be convenient for our purpose
to postpone consideration of these for the present.
Lastly, it was in the Polish war that he first actually
crossed swordswith Imperialist troops. Thisisjust
the reason why it is impossible to make any sharp
division between the Polish question and the Ger-
man question. | am obliged to let them run into
one another, both from a diplomatic and a military
point of view. But | promise to pause as soon as
we stand with Gustavus at Peenemunde on his first
entrenched camp on German soil, on the 26th of
June, 1630.

We are yet far from that glorious division in his
career. At the end of the Russian war Sweden
was in avery bad state. Shewas beginning to feel—
what a poor country aways will feel, however well
governed it may be—the strain of awar of which the
advantages, though certain, were future, and she
was not yet so well organised for offensive warfare
on agrand scae as she was ten years later. Yet to
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prolong the armistice, with astill unbeaten Poland,
would be more dangerous than war; internal quiet
could never be assured as long as Sigismund was an
actual and active pretender to the Swedish crown.
He must be made tacitly, if not expressly, to re-
nounce these claims, or must be shewn that it wasvery
much more impossible for these claims to succeed
than he at present imagined. And worse than Sigis-
mund, | must be allowed to repeat again, was that
which was behind Sigismund. We are within ayear
of the actual outbreak of the Thirty Years' War. The
sky over Europe was black with the coming clouds,
and theclouds were bursting with electricity. Sigis-
mund was energetically seeking aid from the Courts
of Vienna and Madrid. Madrid and Vienna, which
perhaps looked forward to a" walk over the course,"
were hardly yet alive to the importance of assisting
Sigismund with all their forces; but the former sent
him alittle gold to pay his troops, and the latter a
great many Jesuits to strengthen his purpose. Spain
seemed ready to prolong her truce with Holland, if
only she could make such an alliance with Denmark
as would give her the mastery of the Sound, and
Denmark was not unwilling to lend an ear to the
tempter.

Against this combination, should it ever come
about, Gustavus had nothing to speak of in the way
of allies; he was completely unprepared, when in
1617, immediately after the conclusion of his peace
with Russia, he heard that Sigismund was hurling
troops on that portion of Livonia which Sweden
held Poland, however, was incapable of a sus
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tained effort, and though the campaign of 1617 and
1618 were not on the whole productive of any
success to Sweden, they assured Gustavus that
Esthonia and the newly acquired provinces could
at least defend themselves; and at the end of 1618
he concluded a two years armistice, afterwards pro-
longed to July, 1621. Meanwhile his diplomacy was
not inactive. Holland saw no very good reason
why her truce with Spain should not expire at the
appointed time, and, though Prince Maurice was no
great friend to Sweden, his opponent, Barneveldt,
was; and Barneveldt at this time led the richest
and most powerful corporate body that represented
Dutch public opinion, and rendered excellent ser-
vice in inducing the Elector of Brandenburg to
consent to the marriage of Gustavus with his daugh-
ter, as the preliminary basis for an alliance with
Sweden. But parties at the Hague were too nearly
balanced to allow of more, and in 1619 came the
revolution, which led to the death of Barneveldt,
and which left a deep stain on the character of
Maurice of Nassau. It is very interesting to see
that it was in these Dutch-Swedish negotiations
that the idea was first mooted (by Holland) of hav-
ing a canal dug from the Oder to the Elbe, and
thus evading the tolls of the Sound. Denmark an-
swered with the foundation (1617) of the fortress of
Gliickstadt at the mouth of the Elbe, opposite Ham-
burg, a fortress which would have endangered the
free traffic on such acanal. The canal project was
afterwards carried out by the " Great Elector " of
Brandenburg.
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John Sigismund, the ruling Elector, did not at all
like the idea of the Swedish marriage when it was
first proposed to him. But Gustavus, who, we already
know, had a taste for adventures, visited the Court
of Berlin in disguise, to have a look at the lady;
that there was little but political love in question
was to be seen from the fact that in 1618 the
young King actually proposed that Maria Eleanora
should marry Prince Charles of England, and he
himself take her sister instead. In 1620 he car-
ried out another secret visit under the name of Cap-
tain Gars (G. A. Rex Sueciag), and being apparently
more satisfied with the charms of his bride than it
is easy to be with her portrait, and having obtained
to some extent her mother's consent (her father
was just dead from a paralytic stroke), he sent Oxen-
stiern in August, 1620, to fetch her home to Stock-
holm. It is, however, worthy of note that on this
second visit he made a detour to the Palatinate and
the Rhine. Who knows what thoughts may have
been in his heart? The Elector Palatine could
not be present to welcome Captain Gars, for he had
just established himself on another man's throne at
Prague.

The marriage thus accomplished gave Gustavus a
new link with German Protestantism. The young
Elector, George William of Brandenburg, had been
tolerably passive in this matter, as in most other
matters of his eventful life. Sigismund, his over-
lord, had indeed threatened to refuse him investiture
with the Duchy of Prussia (which, it must always be
remembered was a Polish fief), if he consented to
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the marriage; but he probably knew that Sigismund
was not likely to carry out thethreat. And, anyhow,
George William's new brother-in-law was sure to
keep Sigismund's hands pretty well tied for years to
come.

This was just what Gustavus was resolved to do.
The campaign of 1621 against Poland was to be a
marked one in the history of Sweden. The famous
new articles of war, of which more hereafter, were
recited to the Swedish army, which was assembled
at Elfsnabben in July, twenty-four thousand strong,
ready to be transported on one hundred and fifty-
eight vessds to the mouth of the Dwina, in Livonia.
The war opened with the sege of Riga.

At all periods in her history Poland was capable
of making sudden efforts, which surprised her
enemies; and the little garrison of Riga, although
Livonia was, as a whole, by no means well affected
to Sigismund, made a gallant stand. But isolated
stands are of little effect, when a government is
going down hill as fast as that of Poland now was,
and when there is no national unity to take the
place of a government. Sigismund had his hands
full on the south as well; he was involved in a war
with the Turks, who had beaten him at Jassy in the
previous year. The Imperial help, which had been
promised, was not sent, and the King of Poland left
Rigato its fate. The town surrendered on the 16th
of September, and Gustavus pressed on through
Kurland, took Mittau, and retired for the winter to
Sweden. During the campaign his only brother
Charles Philip, who was a youth of great promise,
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had died. Gustavus was deeply grieved ; but the
shrewd Chancellor Oxenstiern rejoiced over a loss
which, together with that of Duke John and his
wife, a little while before, rendered back to the
crown two great appanages, and left its wearer free
from all those dangers of pretenders within the
family which had been so disastrously exemplified
in the recent history of Sweden. In June, 1622,
Sigismund was glad to conclude a new armistice on
the basis of uti possidetis, which left Sweden in full
possession of Livonia, and of several isolated places
in Kurland. This armistice was prolonged until
June 1, 1625, although it was all but broken by both
parties on more than one occasion. It was, however,
of inestimable advantage to Gustavus, as it enabled
him to turn his eyes westward, whither we must
now also look.

MEDAL OF GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS'
CORONATION.—1617.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE BEGINNING OF THE THIRTY
YEARS WAR.

HE Thirty Years' War may be viewed
from two aspects—an European and
a German one. In respect of the

first, it was the last of the great religious wars,
closing the epoch of Reformation and Counter-
Reformation, proving to the Catholic Powers of
Europe that their ideal unity was no longer attain-
able, and teaching mankind, by the rudest possible
process, the hard lesson of toleration. In respect of
the second, it had a somewhat similar effect. Ger-
many was an Europe in miniature; her nominal
unity under the Hapsburgs was a parallel to the
Catholic ideal unity of Europe under the Pope and
the Emperor. This unity was blasted forever by
the muskets of the opposing armies. But worse
than this; when the war began Germany was a rich
country, as the countries of Europe then went. She
was really full of cities, which, though their main
threads of commerce were fast snapping, might yet
fairly be called very flourishing. When the war ended
she was a desert;
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" Her graves with corpses swelling
And mouldering heroes bones—
Heroes of fame excelling
Whatever earth has known."

It is, however, from neither of these aspects that
we have mainly to consider this disastrous war. We
have to look at it from a third point of view—the
Swedish. In this aspect Germany merely becomes
the stage on which our Hero is to fret his brief
hour, and to do the deeds for the good cause of
Protestantism which have entitled him to the gar-
land of immortality.

| do not propose to go into the direct causes of
the great struggle; they are well known, and |
should feel that it was out of place for me to wan-
der off into such a very well beaten track. The
indirect causes simply resolve themselves into two:
(i) the determination of Catholicism to make one
grand effort to re-fetter a half-liberated Europe; (2)
the determination of an able and energetic man to
make the Imperial rule a reality in Germany. The
two are inextricably mixed up; yet it was the
second design which ultimately ruined the first.
The Catholic princes of Germany, and especially the
ablest of them all, Maximilian of Bavaria, were
heart and soul in favour of the first. Yet Maxi-
milian of Bavaria was the man who again and again
threw himself into neutrality, or the arms of France,
rather than submit to the second. But without
Maximilian, who was the leader of two thirds of
German Catholicism, the Emperor Ferdinand was
powerless. The German princes were not bad men,
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but they lived wholly in the ideas of the past, and
were unable to see that Germany, if it were to be
consolidated, must submit to the natural result of
consolidation. To the Catholics the choice was
given between an united nation, under a prince of
their own creed, and religious defeat, coupled with
the maintenance of the old anarchy. They loved
anarchy so well that they embraced the latter
alternative.

The Protestant princes were hardly less foolish.
Even more than the Catholics they lived in the
ideas of the past, and they were, moreover, torn by
the religious dispute between Calvinistsand Luther-
ans into two hostile factions incapable of recog-
nising their common interest or of uniting against
their common enemy. They had to be driven to
fight in their own cause, one might almost say, at
the point of the pike; even then they frequently
stood aside, and in the end practically allowed
Frenchmen and Swedesto do the business for them.
Not unnaturally these allies soon came to think
mor e of their own business. TheFrench, and small
blame to them, did so from the very first. Happily,
however, we have not got to consider the last six-
teen pages of that awful record,—the most awful,
in some respects, that disfigure the book of history.
When Gustavus died, the two great designs of the
House of Hapsburg had already been overthrown,
and it was his arm that had done it; but yet the
war was only half over.

From a Swedish point of view we may say that
the Thirty Years' War began when Spain turned
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her thoughts from Poland to Austria. Spain gradu-
ally came to se that Sigismund's game was practi-
cally played out, whereas Ferdinand was a man of
great promise from the Spanish point of view.
Ferdinand might rule on the Baltic—even on both
gdes, if things turned out well. Sigismund might
be rehabilitated afterwards. The universal monarchy
of the Austro-Spanish House, so long a dream, should
now become a reality. So things were, when the
Bohemian successon question suddenly gave the
Powers the word to prepare for action. The Bo-
hemian revolution (1618) was undoubtedly the result
of bad government and violated charters. The Bo-
hemian crown had undoubtedly been once elective.
But that was one hundred and fifty years ago. It
was just the sort of question upon which the kind of
creature termed a " publicist " (a tame one was kept
by most of the German Princes in order to rake up
old succession claims on their neighbours' territory),
would expend many years in writing many folios,
without coming much nearer a solution. But the
time for folios was past. Bohemia troubled herself
little about the rights and wrongs of her cause. She
boldly turned to the natural head of German Protes-
tantism, and offered him the crown. The Elector
Palatine was undoubtedly the natural head of Ger-
man Protestantism. His geographical position as
guardian of the Rhine, the richness of his territory,
the constant help which his father had sent to the
Netherlands, the friendship of that father for Eliza-
beth of England, the former marriage of his aunt to
Charles I X. of Sweden, all pointed him out as the
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leader of the cause. Above all, in 1610 the Elector
Frederick, himself then seventeen years old, had
married Elizabeth Stuart. He thus appeared to
possess every possible qualification and advantage
for the task. But he lacked one qualification. He
was a fool.

It is not half enough remembered how earnest all
Frederick's friends were against his accepting the
Bohemian crown: the College of Electors, his own
Estates, his mother, and his wife* all said no. It is
pretty well known that his father-in-law, King James
of England, could not bring himself to say either
yes or no. James's attitude was not an unintelligent
one, but it was not one suited to the times. What
he practically said was this: "1 don't approve of
one prince seizing another prince's crown ; Heaven
forbid. But | am aware that the balance of Europe
needs redressing against the Catholics. Y ou say the
Bohemian Constitution is elective; it seems to me
more than doubtful, but if it is so——" And there
he stopped. Frederick looked on his reserve as the
silence which gave consent, and on the 3lst of
October, 1619, entered Prague. He did not ask
Gustavus's advice until after the event. Gustavus,
it istrue, was not the man to desert a relation when
in trouble, and he sent an embassy to Prague in the
brief winter of Frederick's reign to see how the land
lay. He even acknowledged the obligation to help,
but made anything that he could do depend abso-
lutely on the unity of Holland and England in the
same cause. That Poland was just going to break

* At least S0 says Droysen.
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the armistice he knew, but he thought it possible
that his principle, that "all wars on Europe hang
together/' might be exemplified here, and that in
fighting Poland he might really be striking a blow
for Frederick. But the combination of Holland
and England remained an idea, and Gustavus sat
still. Then on the 8th of November, 1620, came
the battle of Prague, and Frederick and his bright
Elizabeth became wanderers on the face of Europe.
For the war blazed out in a moment on all sides,
the Valteline and the Palatinate being the two
points of greatest interest for Spain. It was Spain's
war to begin with, even more than Ferdinand's;
nay, it was possible that Ferdinand's patriotism
might at any moment take fire at seeing a foreign
power in possesson of Imperial territory, even
though that power were his dear cousin Philip of
Spain. Philip, however, did not much care, and
had got fast hold of the western portion of the
Lower Palatinate by the end of 1622.

From whence could help to Frederick come ?
Only from one of the three Northern Powers, Eng-
land, Denmark, or Sweden. What the help of the
two former was worth the event showed; one day
they were all for stirring up a league of German
Protestant princes (such a league did, in fact, already
exist, called, perhaps in irony, the " Union," but
was at this very moment hastening to its dissolu-
tion) ; the next, they advised Frederick to cast
himself at the Emperor's feet and beg for mercy.
Droysen quotes a remark of a Swedish diplomatist,
which not unaptly illustrates the view which his



1618-27] The Thirty Years War. 57

master probably took of James, though | have little
doubt that it was a grossly unfair view: " God have
pity on him," writes this man; " he must be either
a papist or a beast.” England, however, differed
from Denmark in this, that she had no object of her
own to pursue, whereas Christian was perpetually
hankering after German bishoprics—especially the
Archbishopric of Bremen, which would give him
command of the mouth of the Wescr. And these
objects he hoped to gain now in aliance with, now
in opposition to, the Emperor. He was aways
" tcmptable," so to speak, from his somewhat easy
Protestantism by such a bait as this; and still more
by anyone who could work upon his jealousy of
Sweden. How this jealousy must have increased,
when he saw the rapid substitution of Swedish for
Russian and Polish influence in the Eastern Baltic!
Rightly indeed Gustavus stood aside from all
schemes, which depended upon allies in whose
policy revolutions of this kind might at any moment
occur.

We must not allow ourselves to be diverted from
Gustavus in order to follow the fortunes of poor
Frederick. It is sufficient to remember that, until
1625, no foreign help worth having reached him, or
any of the German Protestant leaders, who took up
arms on his behalf. England, France, Sweden, and
Denmark intrigued and planned to interfere, but in
vain—the jealousy of France thwarted England, the
stupid blunders of Buckingham thwarted France.
England alternately cringed to and bearded Spain,
who smiled grimly as she tightened her grasp on the
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Lower Palatinate. The Upper Palatinate with the
Electoral title was handed over, at first secretly by
Ferdinand (1621), then openly with the consent of
amajority of the Electoral College (1623), to Maxi-
milian, of Bavaria, who had defensible though anti-
quated claimsto it. In the year 1624 Mansfeld, an
adventurer with a strong dash of the hero in him,
was skipping to and fro between France, England,
and Holland, laying schemes before the rulers of
these countries for raising on behalf of Frederick a
large army to be paid by them. But the aims of all
three countries were different; it was not to restore
Frederick that France would take up arms; it was
not to a Mansfeld that Richelieu, who now began
to take the lead in French foreign affairs, would
give three hundred and sixty thousand francs a
month, if any other method of attacking Austria
could be found. Richelieu might do alittle if Eng-
land would help too; and Mansfeld, who was en-
thusiastically received in London as a Protestant
hero, got an impressed army of twelve thousand
men and plenty of promises from James. James
was aso being solicited in this last year of his life
by his brother-in-law of Denmark, for the same
purpose. He promised to both, and left Charles to
fulfil to neither. The natural result was, that the
Catholic arms were everywhere victorious in Ger-
many.

The only figure that stands out clearly upon this
lurid canvas is the King of Sweden. His position
was this: he was most anxious to strike a blow for
the Protestant cause; he was anxious to do so in



1618-27] The Thirty Years War. 59

aliance with Denmark; he was even willing that
Denmark should anticipate him in doing o, if there
were any probability of success But he could not
do s0, any more than Christian could, alone. Swe
den was too poor to attack the Emperor and Spain
without large foreign subsdies. She might at any
moment be again involved in the weary war with
Poland ; she might need all her resources to defend
her own coadts, if the victorious Catholic Powers
got much further. And Gustavus had watched the
early course of the war enough to s that adven-
turerslike Mansfeld and Christian of Anhalt were
ruining their own cause He had good reason to
distrust Denmark, though he shewed himself eager
to bury his distrust. He and Richelieu, probably
aone of the rulers of Europe, foresaw the serious
ness of the issue a stake. They done knew that
the road to the restoration of the baance of power
in Europe was to attack Austria and Spain them-
sdves wherever they were strong; that the whole
thing meant nothing less than a life and death
struggle with the House of Hapsburg. Compared to
this all minor questions, such as the restoration of
Frederick, were of very small importance.

England is not to be blamed for not entering into
such far-reaching plans as these. They were plans
that could only be brought to a satisfactory conclu-
sion by an aliance of all the Protestant princes of
Germany and of Europe, with France at the heed—
France " Catholic at home, Protestant abroad/'—
and lavishly fed by French or English gold. Even
then Gustavuss first task would lie rather in the
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direction of Poland. At this time, whenever—and
it is very often—he writes of any direct attack
upon the Empire, it is nearly alwaysto be an attack
through Silesia upon the hereditary countries of Aus-
tria. Such an attack must necessarily pass over the
prostrate body of Poland. One other plan of attack
he indeed did propose, and it is an interesting one,
for it unveiled all the subsequent Swedish plans.
Oxenstiern, who, we must remember, always acted
as the drag upon his impetuous master, and refused
to look upon the Thirty Years' War from anything
but a purely Swedish point of view, said after
Gustavus's death : " The first thing that impelled
his late Majesty of blessed memory to the German
expedition, was his desire of erecting a Bastion for
Sweden to the south of the Baltic." The King
himself, in his last farewell to the Swedish Estates
in 1630, said: "This is a war for the defence of
our Fatherland. Either we must go and find the
Emperor at Stralsund, or he will come and find
us at Kalmar." He said almost as much in the pro-
posals which he made in 1624 to England. He
would enter the war for the defence of the Protes-
tant cause only on stringent conditions; and these
were: (1) That he must be assured of having a
port to the south of the Baltic, or on the North Sea,
as a basis of operations (Stettin and Wismar were
both mentioned); (2) that he should have a much
larger subsidy, either from England or France, than
that with which Christian of Denmark (who was, at
the same time, negotiating with England) would be
content; (3) that an English fleet should enter the
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Sound and keep Denmark absolutely quiet; (4)
that he, Gustavus, was to have the absolute com-
mand of all forces to be raised by himsaf or his
alies. Ready for either this or the Silesan plan,
he quietly matured his resources throughout the
years 1624 and 1625, and practically indicated that,
if neither were accepted, he should go and deal his
final blow at Poland by himsdlf.

His ambassadors met those of Christian in Lon-
don, and, after much negotiation, the terms offered
by Christian prevailed with the Court of England.
Christian was to support an army of twenty-eight
thousand foot and seven thousand horse for the
defence of the Lower Saxon Circle (that portion of
Germany lying immediately south of Denmark and
including Christian's own Duchy of Holstein); Eng-
land was to pay thirty thousand pounds a month,
Holland fifty thousand florins. This treaty was
concluded on December 9, 1625, and Christian im-
mediately prepared to trandate it into action. What
finally determined Christian to engage was probably
the invasion of the Lower Saxon Circle, a year be-
fore, by Tilly, the general of the Catholic League.
With a heavy heart, Gustavus, after repeated offers
of assidance to Christian upon reasonable condi-
tions, turned to the eastward, as soon as he saw
that neither England nor Denmark would write to
him. Long before the actual terms of Christian's
treaty were settled he was overrunning Kurland.

Sweden, altogether left out by the Protestant

allies, and then abused for deserting the cause, had
at leas one fieddd open to her in which she w'ould
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not need their co-operation. The campaign of 1625
resulted in the complete capture of all the strong
places in Kurland and the few that remained un-
taken in Livonia; and an advance was even made
into Lithuania. Right into the winter fighting was
pushed on ; Gustavus's troops were better clad than
the Poles; hetook care to provide them with fur-
lined boots, made waterproof by oil, and two pairs
of thick stockings each. He defeated Sapieha and
Gosieowski, the Polish generals, in a pitched battle
at Wallhof, on the 6th of January, 1626; then leav-
ing DelaGardietocommand in Livonia, he returned
to Sweden, to prepare to renew the attack in the
summer from another quarter. The Vistula instead
of the Dwinawas to be his theatre of operation—no
doubt with the idea that by this means he would
be nearer to Germany in case of opportunity. He
could not give up the ideathat his duty and fortune
would sooner or later call him to Germany, in spite
of the slights that he had recently received. If the
operations on the Vistula were very successful he
might advance to Silesia, and hold out a hand on
the left to Bethlen Gabor,* the Protestant Prince of
Transylvania, who lived in a chronic state of war
with Ferdinand in Hungary, and who was besides
one of his (Gustavus's) great admirers; and a hand
on the right to Christian of Denmark, or to Mans-
feld, as the case might be. Anyhow he would be
able to act against Sigismund from his new basis in
the best possible way. To shut Poland altogether

* Bethlen had married in 1624 a Brandenburg princess sder of
Gudgavuss own wife.
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off from the sea, as he had already shut off Russia,
would be the greatest service he could render to
Sweden. For this end he determined, if possible,
to make Dantzic his secies belli, as he called it.
But Dantzic was not easy to take. It was by far
the richest city in Eastern Europe, not even except-
ing Novgorod ; it had been one of the most impor-
tant trading stations of the Hansa, and it had main-
tained the status of a free city, with a very nominal
allegiance to the crown of Poland. It was just the
failure to take Dantzic which caused the partial
failure of the four campaigns of 1626-27-28-29.
From amilitary point of view Gustavus learnt from
this failure a very valuable lesson, namely, that it is
next to impossible to take a town which can be pro-
visioned from the seg, unless you have a fleet strong
enough to enforce an absolute blockade. This ex-
perience he turned to good account when he aided
the heroic defence of Stralsund. A still more strik-
ing proof of the truth was seen in the English civil
war, in the hopeless failure of the Royalist com-
manders to take Plymouth and Hull, and even such
awretched rpud-walled village as Lyme-Regis.

In the campaign of 1626 Gustavus had political as
well as military difficulties to contend with. He
was about to land in the Duchy of Prussia, the ter-
ritory of hisown brother-in-law, George Wil liam of
Brandenburg. He must have one port handed over
to him, as a sedes belli, or else take one by force;
and he was most unwilling to proceed to the latter
extremity. On the 15th of June he set sail with a
large force and one hundred and fifty ships, and
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landed dose to Pillau, a strong cliff fortification on
the Prussan coast. He came, he said, as the friend
of his brother-in-law, and only asked for a peaceful
march through his duchy, and the temporary pos
sesson of the fortress of Pillau, in order to cover his
re-embarkation. One feds a good ded of pity for
the Elector of Brandenburg in this unfortunate di-
lemma between his overlord and his brother-in-law.
He acted after his kind, and asked for three weeks
to consider whether he would give up Pillau. Weeks
were precious, and Gustavus refused ; then helped
himsdlf to Pillau, which was instantly evacuated by
the small Prussan garrison. Having thus secured
his bass, he advanced into the country. To George
William he sent continual messages beseeching him
totakeup amsagaing Sigismund. Very possibly he
had no right to take Pillau ; he was ready to admit
it; but there are casss where necessity must over-
ride legal right; he was engaged in war with the King
of Poland, and Pillau was a convenient port in which
to secure his fleet—the only one he could a the
moment find. " If | had meant any hostility to
you, | should not have left such a strong place as
Konigsberg untaken in my rear.” Finaly: "I
know that you would like to remain neutral, but
neutrality will bresk your neck. You must hold
either with me or with Poland. | am your fellow-
Protestant—your brother-in-law ; | will fight for you
and defend your city. | have good engineers with
me, am no fool at the trade mysaf, and make no
doubt but to defend it against the King of Poland
or the Devil himself. My troops are poor Swedish
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peasant fellows, it 's true, squalid and ill-dressed ;
but they can smite hard, and shall soon have finer
clothes.”

The town of Konigsberg he frightened into neu-
trality by telling it that, if it did not swear to be
neutral, he would first take Elbing and the other
neighbouring fortresses, and then Konigsberg itself.
Konigsberg swore, but not until Gustavus had taken
Elbing and Marienburg, and begun the blockade of
Dantzic. The poor Elector found himself worse
and worse off, and he was already in the toils of Im-
perial diplomacy. Count Dohna, Ferdinand's ambas-
sador, was at that very moment listening to George
William's groans over his brother-in-law's wickedness,
although that brother-in-law had scrupulously avoided
taking any of his fortresses except Pillau, and was in
fact already out of Ducal Prussiain the territories of
Sigismund. A glance at the map will show (in
reading this campaign one is apt to forget it) that
there were two Prussias; and that one of them
(West Prussia) belonged to Poland entirely (and was
only redeemed in 1772). It was this Polish province
which was to be the seat of war, and, with the ex-
ception of Dantzic, the King of Sweden practically
overran all the northern half of it in the first cam-
paign. Braunsberg, Frauenburg, Dirschau all fell
into his hands. The last place was of the greater
importance because it commanded the Vistulaalittle
above Dantzic. Here a bridge was built, and the
trade of that city with the interior at once cut off.

The great rapidity of this conquest of Prussia may

be partly accounted for by the fact that the inhabitants
5
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‘were nearly all Lutherans, and looked upon Sweden
as their deliverer from the persecution of Sigismund.
Gustavus systematically confiscated the goods of the
Jesuits and Catholic priests, and shewed himself far
less tolerant here, than he was to do later in Ger-
many. At the same time, everyone who put him-
self under the protection of the Swedish crown was
declared inviolable. Forced contributionswerelevied
with perfect order on the rest of the country. All
was made into adaily common stock for the army,
and anyone caught plundering on his own account
was hanged on the spot. Sigismund meantime was
collecting his Army at Graudenz, anxious to relieve
Dantzic. The numerous garrisons, which Gustavus
had been obliged to leave in the captured towns, had
weakened his force ; and Sigismund had got a corps
of five thousand Austrian troops to assist him. It
was thefirst time that the Imperialists actually crossed
swords with the Swedes; these men, however, were
not sent directly by the Emperor, but merely bought
by Sigismund from a Gottorp Prince, who happened
to have been in command of them. The only thing
they did was to sit down before the small fortress of
Mewe. It is to be noticed that it was before all
things Wallenstein's advice to send as many troops
as possible to help Sigismund against Sweden. That
baleful star was now beginning to be in the ascend-
ant, not indeed at the Council Board at Vienna, nor
in the Imperial Diet, but among those private coun-
sellors, Eggenberg, Lammermann, and Harrach,
upon whom Ferdinand principally relied. Wallen-
stein dreaded, that which Holland desired, that Gus-
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tavus would finish with Poland even more rapidly
than he did, and would then be free to ally himself
with Christian before the consummation of the lat-
ter's ruin (which ruin, it must be remembered, was
even now in progress). " A worse foe than ever was
the Turk," Wallenstein calls Gustavus in aletter to
Colalto in March, 1627. Gustavus went to winter in
Sweden, whence he returned to Pillau in the follow-
ing May (1627) with six thousand fresh troops, and
began to push on actively the siege of Dantzic.

He found a new enemy. George William had at
length been goaded on to take the field against his
brother-in-law. It must therefore have been a sore
blow for him, when Gustavus suddenly came upon
his little army, entirely surrounded it, and incorpo-
rated three thousand men with his own forces. After
that the Elector, not unnaturally, relapsed into the
neutral state again. Sigismund threatened diversions
against De la Gardie in Livonia, and Gustavus was
obliged to detach Horn to the assistance of the
latter. The siege of Dantzic nevertheless did not
languish, and the King was twice badly wounded in
the progress of it. In aletter to his brother-in-law,
John Casimir, who was left Regent of Sweden, he
says: " We went to the isle of Hoefft " (opposite the
city). " The enemy was just over against us on the
Dantzic side, and began to play upon us with his
cannon. J. Baner and Count Thurn were to lead
the first attack, and | was to second them with the
pikemen. We were all divided into our respective
boats, and all would have gone well if my fellows
had obeyed orders; but only one boat (Axel Du-
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vall's) reached the opposite bank. The others mostly
got stuck on a sand-bank, and one division of boats
rowed in a wrong direction. So | jumped into a lit-
tle boat to set the matter right. And becauseit is apt
to get rather hot on such occasions, | was actually hit
in the belly by ashot. But | have God to thank that
it has not endangered my life or health, and | hope
in afew days to be able to direct the work again."
This was on May 25th; the letter was written the
same night, and contained also news of the arrival of
a Dutch Embassy at Elbing, " no doubt to treat of
peace between ourselves, Poland, and Dantzic." As
soon as his wound was healed the King turned to
attack the camp of the Polish general, Koniecpolski;
and on the 8th of August was hit again in the shoul-
der, and his troops repulsed. His letters to John
Casimir, on which Geijer has founded this part of his
most admirable history, contain long accounts of
military operations, personal dangers, complaints that
the Swedish Government sends him so little money
and provisions, oddly mixed up with expressions of
affection towards his correspondent, and diplomatic
gossip. The campaign of the year 1627 closed with
asharp action between the blockading fleet of the
Swedes (six of the line), and ten Dantzic ships under
a Danish admiral (18th November). After a long
conflict the blockade was broken ; one of the Swed-
ish captains blew his ship into the air rather than
strike, and Sternskjold, the Swedish Admiral, was
about to do the same, when a round shot silenced
the order he was giving. Dantzic was still untaken,
when Gustavus sailed for Sweden to prepare for
fresh efforts*
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Dantzic was not likely to be taken. Apart from
the military reason given above, which was undoubt-
edly the main one, we must remember that the city
was one of the last which was animated by the old
municipal and communal spirit. It cared very little
whether it owed a nominal allegiance to the crown
of Sweden or to Poland, but did not intend to change
its allegiance at the order of either. Like another
greattradingcity,Venice,itwasprofoundlyindifferent
to religion. And lastly its rulers had an idea that
Sweden was becoming rather too great for the main-
tenance of the Baltic balance. So Dantzic remained
firm, not without much secret encouragement from
Holland, whither the citizens had sent an embassy in
the previous February, to beseech the mediation of
the States-General in their favor. The double atti-
tude, which Holland was obliged to take up, is no-
where better illustrated than inthismatter. Holland
was, we know, extremely eager for the intervention
of Denmark, if not of Sweden also, in the German
war. She was, in fact, the real author of the treaty
between England, Denmark, and herself, to which we
have already referred—the treaty of December 9.
1625. But, on the other hand, she had the strongest
objection to allowing the present balance of the Baltic
powers to be disturbed, and, that Gustavus should
take Dantzic, or even that he should cut off the rest
of Poland from the seacoast, was by no means
pleasant to her. The ultimate solution of the ques-
tion for her was found later, when Sweden, coming
into possession of the harbour dues at the mouth of
the Vistula, was obliged to agree to share them with
the Dutch



CHAPTER V.
FOREIGN HELP TO GERMANY.

ND meanwhile what of Germai

Gustavus, we know, is detained
least down to 1627, by the siege of Dantzic, fr
entering upon his grand plans, but Christian
Denmark has gone to help the Protestants. Ev
step that Christian took, every turn of the wheel
fortune in the German war, was watched by the K
of Sweden, and reacted upon his attitude towa
Poland.

The alliance of England, Holland, and Denm,
was not by any means the universal combination
all Protestant Powers which Gustavus had hoped
see; but still it was something, and it produced
last a closer rapprochement of the Catholic Powe
Bavaria, Austria, and Spain. Ferdinand most <
tinctly promised the King of Spain a port on 1
Baltic, if he would send a fleet against Christie
and also promised that he would exclude Dul
commerce from the German Empire. France \
profoundly jealous of any such step on the part
Spain ; we all know what attention Richelieu bestow
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on the creation of the French Navy, and it is prob-
able that he would have come eagerly forward on the
side of the allies, if the foolish action of England had
not made him pause. England has often been nar-
row-minded in foreign politics, even when best inten-
tioned, but never more so than when in the case be-
fore us she allowed her present jealousy of the infant
French fleet, and her Protestant zed for the revolted
Huguenots, to get the better of her judgment,

In 1625, it istrue, she had lent her ships to Riche-
lieu for the purpose of subduing the Rochellese ; but
the very same year saw a complete reversal of this
policy (which had not unnaturally provoked great
indignation in England), and on January 20, 1626,
it was resolved in the English Council to send an
expedition for the relief of La Rochelle. This att
tude of England, combined with domestic causes,
compelled Richelieu to patch up an indifferent
peace with the rebels at Montpellier (February, 1626),
and to stand aside from any plans of interference in
Germany, which would depend upon the co-operation
of Charles I.

With regard to the actual course of the war in Ger-
many, England had now Mansfeld and Christian of
Denmark both in her nominal pay. King James had
died in the very beginning of the new year of 1625
according to the old style (March 27th), but even be-
fore his death the English Court had contrived to
furnish the " Protestant hero " as Mansfeld was com-
monly called in London, with the means of enlisting
a considerable force. As for the maintenance of that
force, when it was enlisted, the shrewd old King
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might have an inkling as to what was intended, but
after all that was not his affair. He would pay in
regular instalments a proportion ; France would pay
a proportion ; and—well it was perhaps only fair that
Germany should contribute also, although not ex-
actly in the sameregular manner. James'sincapable
son shut his eyes to the fact that, by not paying
Mansfeld even the proportion which was due from
England with anything like honest regularity* (al-
though it seems not impossible that the English
Parliament, if humoured in other respects, would
have been willing to guarantee a fixed payment) he
was sanctioning on the part of a man nominally in
his service a system of plunder which went far to
stamp the Thirty Years' War with its peculiarly hor-
rible character. In January, 1625, Mansfeld sailed,
not to France as had been at first arranged, but to
Flushing, where his troops, harassed by contradictory
orders from England and from France, melted away
without effecting anything. Of the twelve thousand
English who went, very soon only three thousand
were in a state to bear arms at all. Moreover, from
lack of money Mansfeld soon began to prove the
truth of the saying, that armies like serpents move
upon their bellies. England then almost preferred
Mansfeld to Christian, not merely because he cost
less money, as subsisting largely upon plunder, but
also, because she had an idea that he would set him-
self more directly to relieve the Palatinate. But the

* Asa matter of fact only £75,000 ever reached Mansfeld, and the
greatest difficulty was experienced in getting security for even so
much.
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injunctions given to him not to succour the town of

Breda which was being beseged by the Spanish
general, Spinola, was a great political blunder, for it
alienated Holland from the cause of the Allies, which
she thus redlised was indeed a narrower one than her
own. Christian's campaign of 1626, which need not
detain us, began on the Weser, and was in fact wholly
one for the annexation of the Weser bishoprics to
the crown of Denmark. If anyone at all tried to re-
cover the Paatinate, it was still Mansfeld. And
Mansfeld had wider idess in his head. Early in
1626 he attempted to carry out Gustavuss idea of a
Silesan march upon Vienna, or at leest to join hands
with Bethlen Gabor. On his way through North
Germany he was met by the newly raised army of

Wallenstein (who after all was only a greater Mans-
feld), and utterly defested at the Bridge of Dessau

(April, 1626). 1t was in the spring of the same year,
in which Mansfeld appeared in Germany as the nom-
inal hireling of England, that Wallenstein received
hisfirst Imperial commisson to raise troops; and in
the early summer he was made generalissmo of the
Imperial forces. It is acommon mistake to imagine
that the original arrangement between him and Fer-
dinand was, that he would find and pay the troops
to be raised himself. In practice it came, owing to
the emptiness of the Imperial exchequer, to some
thing not unlike this, but regular pay was at first
stipulated for. Wallenstein's unrivalled powers as a
recruiting agent were displayed first in the territories
of the princes of the League, and especidly in the
valley of the Main, and this was one of the great
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reasons of the complaints against him, which soon
began to be heard from the Catholic princes them-
selves.

That soldiers of fortune like Mansfeld and Wal-
lenstein had the power of raising fresh armies almost
immediately after defeat, speaks volumes for the mis-
erable condition of Germany. The former now suc-
ceeded in doing so, and even in drawing Wallenstcin
after him into Silesia, while he, Wallenstcin, was
burning to be on the northern march against Chris-
tian. This glory he was compelled, by the Emper-
or's express order to follow Mansfeld, to leave to his
rival Tilly. Four months after the Dessau fight Tilly
utterly defeated the King of Denmark at the battle
of Lutter (August 27, 1626). These events pro-
duced a profound impression in Northern Europe.
Spain, it was said, will now be sure to get her Baltic
port. What if the Emperor should give her Liibeck?
Lubeck, the head of the Hanseatic League, the dar-
ling city of the great Hohenstaufen Emperor Fred-
erick | I ., the pioneer of northern commerce; would
Liibeck defend her walls with men or even her men
withwalls? Liibeck would at least hold a Diet of
the Hanseatic League, and turn for help and advice,
where alone she could now hope for it, to the King
of Sweden.

She was not the only Power that had looked north-
eastwards after Mansfeld's defeat. Christian eagerly
sent to Gustavus for assistance. But Gustavus had
just begun his campaign in Prussia, and could not—
dared not—advaace, with Dantzic in his rear, to lean
upon such a bruised reed as Christian. Nor could
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he, at a moment's notice, shift his base of operations
to the Weser or to the Oder. Heart-breaking as it
was to look on, he must wait. Now it must be
observed that, instead of changing this view of Gus-
tavus, the battle of Lutter only confirmed it; before
that Christian must have indirectly supported him,
whatever forward step he had taken; after that he
knew that Christian would soon make a separate
peace for Denmark, and leave any allies he might at
the moment possess in the lurch.

In 1627 all was, in fact, over with Christian; and
it was only owingto Tilly's incredible owness that
it was not all over in 1626. But Christian gathered
some sort of a new army after Lutter, and continued
to make on his retreat towards Jutland a feeble re.
sistance to Tilly. When, in August, Wallenstein
joined Tilly, the retreat became a flight. With swift
instinct, Wallenstein saw the chances of the game
unfold themselves before him. In October he stood
already onthe edge of the Baltic Sea With a fleet
at his command Europe would be at his feet—his
and his Emperor's; for in that dark heart, which has
been such an enigma to historians, there were always
personal and national thoughts bound up together.
The best we can say of Wallenstein is, that he saw
the rottenness of the Holy Roman Empire; that, asa
soldier, he believed in strong government, and would
have liked to have seen Germany a strong and united
military monarchy: under the House of Hapsburg if
you will, but at all hazards strong and united. Now
the time seemed to be come. Denmark should be
followed into her islands, Ferdinand crowned King of
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Denmark, or not, as events shaped themselves; and
then Kalmar stormed, and the King of Sweden driven
back to his snows. About the Catholic part of the
business Wallenstein did not care two straws. For-
tunately for Europe, Ferdinand cared more for the
Catholic than the monarchical idea.

If there were any doubts as to the actual plans of
the Hapsburgs at this time, they were cleared away
by the publication of a Jesuit pamphlet in Prague, in
the spring of 1628. It professed to be the copy of a
letter from Father Lammermann, Ferdinand's con-
fessor, to another Jesuit. It laid down that the time
for absolutism was come; that the first thing to be
done was to destroy the freedom of the Hanseatic
cities of the north; the free cities of the interior
would soon follow; all should be made by fraud or
force to receive Imperial garrisons. |t would not be
difficult; and a beginning of the work should be
made with the leaders—Hamburg, Lubeck, and
Bremen. Once their league is dissolved—and the
grant of sudden, extravagant, and easily revocable
privileges to one of them would dissolve it,—they can
be mastered in detail. Then, to prevent their relief
from Denmark, Christian should be lulled into
security—" mountains of gold" must be promised
him to induce him to stand aside alittle while from
Imperial affairs. Gustavus would be more difficult,
but by dexterous diplomacy he might be kept quiet,
until Poland was sufficiently strengthened to resist
him effectually. Then the Sound should be seized,
and Holland cut off from her Baltic trade, and, what
is more important, from her Baltic granaries.
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So to this it was come in the year 1628—the most
critical year in the fate of Protestantism since Luther
had stood up to the Emperor Charles at Worms.

Deliverance came, not only from the north, but
aso from the south, from the Catholic Electors them-
selves. When Wallcnstein and Tilly were pressing
on into Jutland, and Christian had fled, as he soon
did, to his island fortresses, Wallcnstein had cast his
eyes upon the Duchy of Mecklenburg, where reigned
two Protestant dukes. He did not intend they
should reign there long, and his rearward troops
were actually quartered within their territory. Meck-
lenburg was of supreme importance to him, if he was
to create his Baltic fleet, for it possessed some of the
best harbours on the coast, especially Rostock and
Wismar. Wanton aggression is an inadequate ex-
pression to describe Wallcnstein's designs against
Mecklenburg. The dukes had, it is true, appeared
as the allies of Christian in common with the Lower
Saxon Circle, but immediately after L utter they had
withdrawn their contingent from his army, and de-
manded that he should leave the territory of the
Circle.  Military necessity may have justified the
occupation of their country by the Imperial troops,
but nothing short of a solemn ban by the Diet could
