DAMAGE BOOK



UNIVERSAL
LIBRARY

OU_218899

AdVvddlT
1VSHdAINN






- OSMANIA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
Call No. cﬂﬂ HM«: No. 3[531 h
Author - Af L@ Jolr-n ol |

e Poae o fe Iemtv(

'This book should be returned on or before the date

s marked below. ""f"’("l“" a /udaﬂ»’







PREFACE.

THE Rise of the Dutch Republic must ever be re-

garded as one of the leading events of modern times.
Without the birth of this great commonwealth, the
various historical phenomena of the sixteenth and
following centuries must have either not existed, or
have presented themselves under essential modifica-
tions. Itself an organised protest against ecclesiastical

tyranny and universal empire, the Republic guarded
with sagacity, at many critical periods in the world's
history, that balance of power which, among civilised
states, ought always to be identical with the scaes of
Divine justice. The splendid empire of Charles the
membe was erected upon the grave of liberty. It is
own schme in to watch afterwardsthe gradud but

iIsoneof still do section of theDutch Claans of

originated in the oppostion of its Spirit From the
of hadth of territory calledtheprovincesof Holla

cutic smost potent empirewageseighty years warfarewith
char mog potent empire upon earth, and which, during

tair Progress of the struggle, becoming itself a mighty
state, and binding about its own dender from a zone

of the richest possessions of earth, from pole to tropic,

finallydictatesits decreestotheempireof Charles.
vol b
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So much is each individual state but a member of
one great international commonwealth, and so closeis
the rel ationship between the whole human family, that
it isimpossiblefor a nation, even while struggling for
itself, not to acquire something for all mankind. The
maintenance of the right by the little provinces of
Holland and Zealand in the sixteenth, by Holland
and England united in the seventeenth, and by the
United States of America in the eighteenth centuries,
forms but a single chapter in the great volume of
human fate; for the so-called revolutions of Holland,
England, and America, are all links of one chain.

To the Dutch Republic, even more than to Florence
at an earlier day, is the world indebted for practical
instruction in that great science of political equili-
brium which must always become more and more
important as the various states of the civilised world
are pressed more closely together, and as the struggle
for pre-eminence becomes more feverish. Courage
and skill in political and military combinatir
enabled William the Silent to overcome

and unserupul ous monarch of
e hereditary audacity and teritary

the destiny of Europe in the hands of Willi
great-grandson, and enabled him to mould into
impregnable barrier the various elements of op
sition to the overshadowing monarchy of Louis Xi
As the schemes of the Inquisition and the unparalleled
tyranny of Philip, in one century, led to the establish-
ment of the Republic of the United Provinces, so, in
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the next, the revocation of the Nantes' Edict and the
invasion of Holland were avenged by the elevation of
the Dutch stadtholder upon the throne of the sti-
pendiary Stuarts.

Toall who speak the English language, the history
of the great agony through which the Republic of
Holland was ushered into life must have peculiar
interest, for it is a portion of the records of the
Anglo-Saxon race—essentially the same, whether in
Friesland, England, or Massachusetts,

A great naval and commercial commonwealth,
occupying a small portion of Europe, but conquering
awide empire by the private enterprise of trading
companies, girdling the world with its innumerable
dependencies in Asia, America, Africa, Australia—
exercising sovereignty in Brazil, Guiana, the West
Indies, New York, at the Cape of Good Hope, in
Hindostan, Ceylon, Java, Sumatra, New Holland—
must always be looked upon with interest by English-
men, as in a great measure the precursor in their
own scheme of empire. For Americat pectale
isone of still deeper import. The Dutch daama of
originated in the opposition of the rational dement the
of human nature to sacerdotal dogmatism and perse-
cution—in the courageous resistance of historical and
chartered liberty to foreign despotism, " To main-
tain,” not to overthrow, was the device of the
Washington of the sixteenth century, as it was the
aim of our own hero and his great contemporaries.

The great Western Republic, therefore—in whose
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Anglo-Saxon veins flows much of that ancient and
kindred blood received from the nation once ruling a
noble portion of itsterritory, and tracking its of on
political existence to the same parent spring of tem-
perate human liberty—must look with affectionate
interest upon the trials of the elder commonwealth.
These volumes recite the achievement of Dutch in-
dependence, for its recognition was delayed till the
acknowledgment was superfluous and ridiculous.
The existence of the Republic is properly to be
dated from the Union of Utrecht in 1581, while the
final separation of territory into independent and
obedient provinces, into the Commonwealth of the
United States and the Belgian provinces of Spain,
was in reality effected by William the Silent, with
whose death, three years subsequently, the heroic
period of the history may be said to terminate. At
this point these volumes close. Another series, with
less attention to minute details, and carrying the
story through alonger range of years, will paint the
progress of the Republic in its palmy days, and
adtheestablishment of its external system of
Independencies and its interior combinations for self-
government and European counterpoise. The lessons
of history and the fate of free states can never be
sufficiently pondered by those upon whom so large
and heavy a responsibility for the maintenance of
rational human freedom rests.
| have only to add, that this work is the result of
conscientious research, and of an earnest desire to
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arrive at the truth. | have faithfully studied all the
important contemporary chroniclers and later histo-
rians—Dutch, Flemish, French, Italian, Spanish, or
German. Catholic and Protestant, Monarchist and
Republican, have been consulted with the same
sincerity. The works of Bor (whose enormous but
indispensable folios form a complete magazine of
contemporary state-papers, letters and pamphlets,
blended together in mass, and connected by a chain
of artless but earnest narrative), of Meteren, De
Thou, Burgundius, Heuterus, Tassis, Viglius, Hoofd,
Haraeus, V an der Haer, Grotius—of Van der Vynckt,
Wagenaer, Van Wyn, De Jonghe, Kluit, Van
Kampen, Dewez, Kappelle, Bakhuyzen, Groen van
Prinsterer—of Ranke, and Raumer, have been as
familiar to me asthose of Mendoza, Carnero, Cabrera,
Herrera, Ulloa, Bentivoglio, Perez, Strada. The
manuscript relations of those Argus-eyed Venetiar]
envoys, who surprised so many courts and cabinets
in their most unguarded moments, and daguerreo-
typed their character and policy for theinstivouxon of
the crafty Republic, and whose reports remaudnna
an inestimable source for the secret history of thedeefit!
sixteenth century, have been carefully examine

especially the narratives of the caustic and accom-
plished Badovaro, of Suriano, and Michele. It is
unnecessary to add, that all the publications of M,
Gachard—particularly the invaluable correspondence
of Philip I'l . and of William the Silent, as well as the
" Archives et Correspondance" of the Orange Nassau
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family, edited by the |earned and distinguished Groen
van Prinsterer, have been my constant guides through
the labyrinth of Spanish and Netherland polities.
The large and most interesting series of pamphlets
known as " The Duncan Collection,” in the Royal
Library at the Hague, has also afforded a great
variety of details, by which | have endeavoured to
give colour and interest to the narrative. Besides
these, and many other printed works, | have aso
had the advantage of perusing many manuscript
histories, among which may be particularly men-
tioned the works of Pontus Payen, of Renom de
France, and of Pasquier de la Barre; while the vast
collection of unpublished documents in the Royal
Archives of the Hague, of Brussels, and of Dresden,
has furnished me with much new matter of great
importance. | venture to hope that many years
of labour, a portion of them in the archives of those
countries whose history forms the object of my
study,will nothavebeene n t i e r | yinvain;andthat
the of human progress, the believers in the
ty of nations for self-government and self-
-iprovement, and the admirers of disinterested
human genius and virtue, may find encouragement
for their views in the detailed history of an heroic
people in its most eventful period, and in the life and
death of the great man whose name and fame are
identical with those of his country.

No apology is offered for this somewhat persona
statement. When an unknown writer asks the
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attention of the public upon an important theme,
he is not only authorised, but required, to show
that by industry and earnestness he has entitled
himself to a hearing. The author, too, keenly feels
that he has no further claims than these, and he
therefore most diffidently asks for his work the in-
dulgence of his readers.

| would take this opportunity of expressing my
gratitude to Dr Klemm, Hofrath and Chief Librarian
at Dresden, and to Mr Von Weber, Ministerial-rath
and Head of the Eoyal Archives of Saxony, for the
courtesy and kindness extended to me so uniformly
during the course of my researches in that city. |
would aso speak aword of sincere thanks to Mr
Campbell, Assistant-Librarian at the Hague, for his
numerous acts of friendship during the absence of his
chief, M. Holtrop. To that most distinguished critic
and historian, M. Bakhuyzen van den Brinck, Chief
Archivist of the Netherlands, | am under deep obli-
gations Vieg instruction, and constant kindness,
during my residence at the Hague. and | would also
signify my sense of the courtesy ot Mr C
Master de Schwane, and of the accuracy with wh he
copies of MSS. in the archiveswere prepared for me
by his care. Finally, | would allude in the strongest
language of gratitude and respect to M, Gachard,
Archivist-General of Belgium, for his unwearied
courtesy and manifold acts of kindness to me during
my studies in the Royal Archives of Brussels.
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THE

RISE OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC.

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

THE north-western corner of the vast plain which extends
from the German Ocean to the Ural Mountains, is occupied
by the countries called the Netherlands. This small triangle,
enclosed between France, Germany, and the seg, is divided
by the modern kingdoms of Belgium and Holland into two
nearly equa portions. Our earliest information concerning
this territory is derived from the Romans. The wars waged
by that nation with the northern barbarians have rescued the
damp island of Batavia, with its neighbouring morasses, from
the obscurity in which they might have remained for ages,
before anything concerning land or people would have been
made known by the native inhabitants. Julius Ceesx has
saved from oblivion the heroic savages who fought against
his legions in defence of their dismal homes with ferocious
but unfortunate patriotism; and the great poet of England,
learning from the conqueror's Commentaries the name of
the boldest tribe, has kept the Nervii, after amost twenty
centuries, still fresh and familiar in our ears.

Tacitus, too, has described with singular minuteness the
struggle between the people of these regions and the power of
Rome, overwhelming, although tottering to itsfall; and has,

VOL. L. A



2 THE RISE OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC.

moreover, devoted several chapters of hiswork upon Germany
to a description of the most remarkable Teutonic tribes of
the Netherlands.

Geographically and ethnographically, the Low Countries
belong both to Gaul and to Germany, It is even doubtful to
which of the two the Batavian island, which is the core of the
whole country, was reckoned by the Romans. It is, however,
most probable that all the land, with the exception of Fries-
land, was considered a part of Gaul.

Three great rivers—the Rhine, the Meusc, and the Scheld
—had deposited their slime for ages among the dunes and
sandbanks heaved up by the ocean around their mouths. A
delta was thus formed, habitable at last for man. It was by
nature a wide morass, in which oozy islands and savage
forests were interspersed among lagoons and shallows; a dis-
trict lying partly below the level of the ocean at its higher
tides, subject to constant overflow from the rivers, and to
frequent and terrible inundations by the sea

The Rhino, leaving at last the regions where its storied
lapse, through so many ages, has been consecrated alike by
nature and art—by poetry and eventful truth—flows reluc-
tantly through the basalt portal of the Seven Mountains into
the open fields which extend to the German Sea After
entering the vast meadow, the stream divides itself into two
branches, becoming thus the two-horned Rhine of Virgil, and
holds in these two arms the island of Batavia.

The Meuse, taking its rise in the Vosges, pours itself
through the Ardennes Wood, pierces the rocky ridges upon
the south-eastern frontier of the Low Countries, receives the
Sambre in the midst of that picturesque anthracite basin
where now stands the city of Namur, and then moves toward
the north, through nearly the whole length of the country,
till it mingles its waters with the Rhine.

The Scheld, ailmost exclusively aBelgian river, after leaving
its fountains in Picardy, flowsthrough the present provinces
of Flanders and Hainault. In Csesar's time it was suffocated
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before reaching the sea in quicksands and thickets, which
long afforded protection to the savage inhabitants against
the Roman arms, and which the slow process of nature and
the untiring industry of man have since converted into the
archipelago of Zealand and South Holland. These islands
were unknown to the Romans.

Suchweretheriverswhich, with their numeroustributaries,
coursed through the spongy land. Their frequent overflow,
when forced back upon their currents by the stormy sea, ren-
dered the country almost uninhabitable. Here, within a half-
submerged territory, arace of wretched iehthyophagi dwelt
upon terpen, or mounds, which they had raised, like beavers,
abovethe amost fluid soil. Here, at a later day, the same race
chained the tyrant Ocean and his mighty streamsinto subser-
viency, forcingthemtofertilise, torender commodious, to cover
with abeneficent network of veins and arteries, and to bind by
watery highwayswith the furthest ends of theworld, acountry
disinherited by nature of itsrights. A region, outcast of ocean
and earth, wrested at last from both domains their richest
treasures. A race, engaged for generations in stubborn conflict
with the angry elements, was unconsciously educating itself for
its great strugglewith the still more savage despotism of man.

Thewholeterritory of the Netherlandswasgirt with forests.
An extensive belt of woodland skirted the sea-coast, reaching
beyond the mouths of the Rhine. Along the outer edge of this
barrier, the dunes cast up by the sea were prevented by the
close tangle of thicketsfrom drifting further inward, and thus
formed a breastwork which time and art were to strengthen.
The groves of Haarlem and the Hague arerelics of this ancient
forest. The BadahuennaWood, horrid with Druidio sacrifices,
extended across the eastern line of the vanished lake of Flevo.
Thevast Hercynian forest, nine days journey in breadth, closed
in the country on the German side, stretching from the banks
of the Rhine to the remote regions of the Dacians, in such
vague immensity (says the conqueror of the whole country) that
no German, after travelling sixty days, had ever reached, or
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reason, for it was their valour which turned the tide of battle
at Pharsalia.  From the death of Julius down to the times
of Vespasian, the Batavian legion was the imperial body-
guard, the Batavian island the basis of operations in the
Roman wars with Gaul, Germany, and Britain,

Beyond the Batavians, upon the north, dwells the great Fri -
sianfamily, occupying the regions between the Rhine and Ems.
The Zuyder Zee and the Dollart, both caused by the terrific
inundations of the thirteenth century, and not existing at this
period, did not then interpose boundaries between kindred tribes.
All formed a homogeneous nation of pure German origin.

Thus, the population of the country was partly Celtic, partly
German.  Of these two elements, dissimilar in their tenden-
cies and always difficult to blend, the Netherland people has
ever been compounded. A certain fatality of history has
perpetually helped to separate still more widely these con-
stituents, instead of detecting and stimulating the elective
affinitieswhich existed. Religion, too, upon all great historical
occasions, has acted as the most powerful of dissolvents.
Otherwise, had so many valuable and contrasted characteristics
been early fused into a whole, it would be difficult to shew a
race more richly endowed by nature for dominion and pro-
gress than the Belgo-Germanic people.

Physically the two races resembled each other. Both were
of vast stature. The gigantic Gaul derided the Roman soldiers
as a band of pigmies. The German excited astonishment by
his huge body and muscular limbs. Both were fair, with
fierce blue eyes, but the Celt had yellow hair floating over his
shoulders, and the German long locks of fiery red, which he
even dyed with woad to heighten the favourite colour, and
wore twisted into a war-knot upon the top of his head.
Here the German's love of finery ceased. A simple tunio
fastened at his throat with a thorn, while his other
garments defined and gave full play to his limbs, completed
his costume. The Gaul, on the contraiy, was so fond of
dress that the Romans divided his race respectively into
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long-haired, breeched, and gowned Gaul, (Gallia comata,
braccata, togata). Hewasfondof brilliant and parti-ooloured
clothes, ataste which survivesin the Highlander's costume. He
covered hisneck and armswith golden chains. Thesimple and
ferocious German wore no decoration save his iron ring, from
which hisfirst homicide relieved him. The Gaul was irascible
furious in his wrath, but less formidablein a sustained conflict
with apowerful foe. " All the Gauls are of very high stature,”
says a soldier who fought under Julian (Amm. Marcel, xv. 12.
1)." They arewhite, golden-haired, terribleinthefierceness of
their eyes, greedy of quarrels, bragging, and insolent. A band
of strangers could not resist one of them in abrawl, assisted by
his strong blue-eyed wife, especially when she begins—gnash-
ing her teeth, her neck swollen, brandishing hervast and snowy
arms, and kicking with her hedls at the same time—to deliver
her fisticuffs, like bolts from the twisted strings of a catapult.
The voices of many are threatening and formidable. They are
quick to anger, but quickly appeased. All are clean in their
persons ; nor among them is ever seen any man or woman, as
elsewhere, squalid in ragged garments. At all agesthey are apt
for military service. The old man goesforth to the fight with
equal strength of breast, with limbs as hardened by cold and
assiduous labour, and as contemptuous of all dangers, as the
young. Notone of them, asin Italyis often the case, was ever
known to cut off his thumbs to avoid the service of Mars."
The polity of each race differed widely from that of the other.
The government of both may be said to have been republican,
but the Gallic tribeswere aristocracies, in which the influence
of clanship was apredominant feature; whilethe German sys-
tem, although nominally regal, was in reality democratic. In
Gaul were two orders, the nobility and the priesthood, while
the people, says Caesar, were all daves.  The knights or nobles
were all trained to arms.  Each went forth to battle, followed
oy his dependents, while a chief of all the clanswas appointed
to take command during the war. The prince or chief governor
wes elected annually, but only by the nobles.  The people had
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NO rights at all, and were glad to assign themselves as daves to
any noble who was strong enough to protect them. In peace
the Druids exercised the main functions of government. They
decided all controversies, civil and criminal. To rebel against
their decreeswas punished by exclusion from the sacrifices—a
most terrible excommunication, through which the criminal
was cut off from all intercourse with his fellow-creatures.
With the Germans the sovereignty resided in the great
assembly of the people. There were saves, indeed, but in small
number, consisting either of prisoners of war or of those unfor-
tunates who had forfeited their liberty in games of chance.
Their chieftains, although called by the Romans princes and
kings, were, in reality, generals chosen by universal suffrage.
Elected in the great assembly to preside in war, they were raised
on the shoulders of martial freemen, amid wild battle cries and
the clash of spear and shield. The army consisted entirely of
volunteers, and the soldier was for life infamous who deserted
the field while his chief remained alive. The same great
assembly elected the village magistrates, and decided upon all
important matters both of peace and war. At the full of the
moon it was usually convoked. The nobles and the popular
delegates arrived at irregular intervals, for it was an incon-
venience arising from their liberty, that two or three days were
often lost in waiting for the delinquents. Al state affairs were
in the hands of this fierce democracy. The elected chieftains
had rather authority to persuade than power to command.
The Gauls were an agricultural people. They were not
without many arts of life. They had extensive flocks and herds,
and they even exported salted provisions as far asRome. The
truculent German, Ger-mann, Heer-mann, War-man, con-
sidered carnage the only useful occupation, and despised
agriculture as enervating and ignoble. It was base, in his
opinion, to gain by sweat what was more easily acquired by
blood. The land was divided annually by the magistrates,
certain farms being assigned to certain families, who were
forced to leave them at the expiration of the year. They
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cultivated as a common property the lands allotted by the
magistrates ; but it was easier to summon them to the battle-
Add than to the plough. Thus they were more fitted for the
roaming and conquering life which Providence was to assign
to them for ages, than if they had become more prone to root
themselves in the soil. The Gauls built towns and villages.
The German built hissolitary hut where inclination prompted.
Close neighbourhood was not to his taste.

In their system of religion the two races were most widely
contrasted. The Gauls were a priest-ridden race. Their Druids
were a dominant caste, presiding even over civil affairs, while
in religious matterstheir authority was despotic. What were
the principles of their wild theology will never be thoroughly
ascertained, but we know too much of its sanguinary rites.
The imagination shudders to penetrate those shaggy forests
ringing with the death-shrieks of ten thousand human victims,
and with the hideous hymns chanted by smoke and blood-
stained priests to the savage gods whom they served.

The German, in hissimplicity, had raised himself to a purer
belief than that of the sensuous Roman or the superstitious
Gaul. Hebelieved in asingle, supreme, almighty God, A ll-
Vater or All-Father. This divinity was too sublime to be
incarnated or imaged, too infinite to be enclosed in temples
builtwith hands. Such is the Roman's testimony to the | ofty
conception of the German. Certain forests were consecrated
to the unseen God, whom the eye of reverent faith could alone
behold. Thither, at stated times, the people repaired to
worship. They entered the sacred grove with feet bound to-
gether, intoken of submission. Thosewho fell were forbidden
to rise, but dragged themselves backwards on the ground.
Their rites were few and simple. They had no caste of priests,
nor were they, when first known to the Romans, accustomed to
offer sacrifice. It must be confessed that in alater age, asingle
victim, acriminal or aprisoner, was occasionally immolated.
The purity of their religion was soon stained by their Celtic
neighbourhood. la the course of the Roman dominion it
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became contaminated, and at last profoundly depraved. The

fantastic intermixture of Roman mythology with the gloomy
but modified superstition of Romanised Celts, was not favour-
able to the simple character of German theology. The entire
extirpation, thus brought about, of any conceivable system of
religion, prepared theway for atrue revelation. Withinthat
littleriver territory, amid those obscure morasses of the Rhine
and Scheld, three great forms of religion—the sanguinary
superstition of the Druid, the sensuous polytheism of the
Roman, the elevated but dimly-groping creed of the German
—stood for centuries, face to face, until, having mutually
debased and destroyed each other, they all faded away in the
purelight of Christianity. Thus contrasted were Gaul and
German in religiousand political systems. The differencewas
no less remarkable in their social characteristics. The Gaul
was singularly unchaste. The marriage state was almost un-
known. Many tribes lived in most revolting and incestuous
concubinage; brethren, parents, and children having wives
in common. The German was loyal asthe Celt was dissolute.
Alone among barbarians, he contented himself with a single
wife, save that a few dignitaries, from motives of policy, were
permitted a larger number. On the marriage day the German
offered presents to his bride—not the bracelets and golden
necklaceswith which the Gaul adorned his fair-haired concu-
bine, but oxen and a bridled horse, a sword, a shield, and a
spear—symbols that thenceforward she was to share his
labours and to become a portion of himself.

They differed, too, in the honours paid to the dead. The
funerals of the Gauls were pompous. Both burned the
corpse; but the Celt cast into the flames the favourite ani-
mals, and even the most cherished daves and dependents of
the master. Vast monuments of stone or piles of earth were
raised above the adhes of the dead. Scattered relics of the
Celtic age are yet visible throughout Europe, in these huge
but unsightly memorials.

The German was not ambitious at the grave. He threw
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neither garments nor odours upon the funeral pyre, but the
arms and the war-horse of the departed were burned and buried
with him. The turf was his only sepulchre, the memory of
his valour his only monument. Even tears were forbidden
to the men. " It was esteemed honourable," says the his-
torian, "for women to lament, for men to remember."

The parallel need be pursued no further. Thus much it was
necessary to recall to the historical student concerning the
prominent characteristics by which the two great races of the
land were distinguished: characteristicswhich time hasrather
hardened than effaced. In the contrast and the separation lies
the key to much of their history. Had Providence permitted a
fusion of the two races, it is possible, from their position, and
from the geographical and historical link which they would
have afforded to the dominant tribes of Europe, that aworld-
empire might have been the result, different in many respects
from any which has ever arisen. Speculations upon what
might have been are idle. It is well, however, to ponder the
many misfortunes resulting from a mutual repulsion, which,
under other circumstances and in other spheres, has been
exchanged for mutual attraction and support.

It is now necessary to sketch rapidly the political transfor-
mations undergone by the country, from the early period
down to the middle of the sixteenth century ; the epoch when
the long conflict commenced out of which the Butavian
republic was born.

The earliest chapter in the history of the Netherlands was
written by their conqueror. Celtic Gaul is aready in the
power of Rome; the Belgic tribes, alarmed at the approaching
danger, arm against the universal tyrant. Inflammable, quick
tostrike, but toofickleto prevail against so powerful afoe, they
hastily form a league of amost every clan. At thefirst blow
of Casar's sword, thefrail confederacy falls asunder like arope
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of sand. The tribes scatter in all directions. Nearly all are
soon defeated, and sue for mercy. The Nervii, true to the
German blood in their veins, swear to die rather than surrender.
They, at least, are worthy of their cause. Casar advances
against them at the head of eight legions. Drawn up on the
banks of the Sambre, they await the Roman's approach. In
three days' march Caesx comes up with-them, pitches his
camp upon a steep hill sloping down to the river, and sends
some cavalry across. Hardly have the Roman horsemen crossed
the stream, than the Nervii rush from the wooded hill-top,
overthrow horse and rider, plunge in one great mass into the
current, and, directly afterwards, are seen charging up the hill
into the midst of the enemy's force. " At the same moment,”
says the conqueror, " they seemed in the wood, in the river, and
withinourlines." There is apanic among the Romans, but it
isbrief. Eight veteran Roman legions, with the world's victor
at their head, are too much for the brave but undisciplined
Nervii. Snatching ashield from a soldier, and otherwise un-
armed, Caesr throws himself into the hottest of the fight. The
battle rages foot to foot and hand to hand ; but the hero's skill,
with the cool valour of his troops, proves invincible as ever.
The Nervii, true to their vow, die, but not aman surrenders.
They fought upon that day till the ground was heaped with
their dead, while, as the foremost fell thick and fast, their com-
rades, says the Roman, sprang upon their piled-up bodies, and
hurled their javelins at the enemy asfrom ahill. They fought
like mento whom life without liberty was acurse. They were
not defeated, but exterminated. Of many thousand fighting
men went home but fivehundred. Upon reaching the place of
refuge where they had bestowed their women and children,
Ceesx found, after the battle, that there were but three of their
senators left alive. So perished theNervii. Caesar commanded
his legions to treat with respect the little remnant of the tribe
which had just fallen to swell the empty echo of his glory,
and then, with hardly a breathing pause, he proceeded to
annihilate the Aduatici, the Menapii, and the Morini.
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Gaul being thus pacified, as, with sublimeirony, he expresses
himself concerning a country some of whose tribes had been
asnihilated, some sold as daves, and others hunted to their
lairs like beasts of prey, the conqueror departed from ltaly.
Legations for peace from many German races to Rome were
the consequence of these great achievements. Among others
the Batavians formed an aliance with the masters of the
World. Their position was always an honourable one. They
werejustly proud of paying no tribute, but it was, perhaps,
because they had nothing to pay. They had few cattle, they
could give no hides and horns like the Frisians, and they were
therefore allowed to furnish only their blood. Fromthistime
forth their cavalry, which was the best of Germany, became re-
nowned in the Roman army upon every battle-field of Europe.

It is melancholy, at a later moment, to find the brave Bata-
vians distinguished in the memorable expedition of Germanicus
to crush the liberties of their German kindred. They are for
ever associated with the sublime but misty image of the great
Hermann, the hero, educated in Rome, and aware of the
colossal power of the empire, who yet, by his genius, valour,
and political adroitness, preserved for Germany her nation-
ality, her purer religion, and perhaps even that noble lan-
guage which her late-flowering literature has rendered so
illustrious—but they are associated as enemies, not as friends.

Galba, succeeding to the purple upon the suicide of Nero,
dismissed the Batavian life-guards to whom he owed his eleva-
tion. Heis murdered. Otho and Vitcllius contend for the
succession, while all eyes are turned upon the eight Batavian
regiments. In their hands the scaes of empire seems to rest.
They declare for Vitellius, and the civil war begins. Otho is
defeated ; Vitellius acknowledged by Senate and people. Fear-
ing, like his predecessors, the imperious turbulence of the
Batavian legions, he, too, sends them into Germany. It was
the signal for along and extengive revolt, which had well-nigh
overturned the Roman power in Gaul and Lower Germany.
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they were to have rulers, it was better to serve a Roman
emperor than a German witch.

Thus murmured the people. Had Civilis been successful, he
would have been deified ; but his misfortunes, at last, made him
odious in spite of his heroism. But the Batavian was not a
man to be crushed, nor had he lived so long in the Roman
service to be outmatched in politics by the barbarous Germans.
He was not to be sacrificed as a peace-offering to revengeful
Rome. Watching from beyond the Rhine the progress of
defection and the decay of national enthusiasm, lie determined
to be beforehand with those who were now his enemies. He
accepted the offer of negotiation from Ccrialis. The Roman
general was eager to grant a full pardon, and to re-enlist 0
brave a soldier in the service of the empire.

A colloquy was agreed upon. The bridge across the
Nabalia was broken asunder in the middle, and Cerialis and
Civilis met upon the severed sides. The placid stream by
which Roman enterprise had connected the waters of the
Rhine with the lake of Flevo flowed between the imperial
commander and the rebel chieftain.

Here the story abruptly terminates. The remainder of the
Roman's narrative is lost, and upon that broken bridge the
form of the Batavian hero disappears for ever. His name fades
from history ; not asyllableis known of his subsequent career 5
everything is buried in the profound oblivion which now steals
over the scene where he was the most imposing actor.

The soul of Civilishad proved insufficient to animate awhole
people ; yet it was rather owing to position than to any per-
sonal inferiority, that his name did not become as illustrious as
that of Hermann. The German patriot was neither braver nor
wiser than the Batavian, but he had the infinite forests of his
fatherland to protect him. Every legion which plunged into
those unfathomable depths was forced to retreat disastrously, or
to perish miserably, Civilis was hemmed in by the ocean; his
country, long the basis of Roman military operations, was
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accessible by river and canal. The patriotic spirit which he
had for a moment raised had abandoned him; his allies had
deserted him; he stood alone and at bay, encompassed by
the hunters, with death or surrender as his only alternative.
Under such circumstances, Hermann could not have shown
more courage or conduct, nor have terminated the impossible
struggle with greater dignity or adroitness.

The contest of Civiliswith Rome contains a remarkable fore-
shadowing of the future conflict with Spain, through which the
Batavian Republic, fifteen centuries later, was to be founded.
The characters, the events, the amphibious battles, desperate
sieges, slippery alliances, the traits of generosity, audacity, and
cruelty, the generous confidence, the broken faith, seem so
closely to repeat themselves, that history appears to present
the selfsame drama played over and over again, with but a
change of actors and of costume. There is more than a
fanciful resemblance between Civilis and William the Silent,
two heroes of ancient German stock, who had learned the arts
of war and peace in the service of a foreign and haughty
world-empire. Determination, concentration of purpose, con-
stancy in calamity, elasticity almost preternatural, self-denial,
consummate craft in political combinations, personal fortitude,
and passionate patriotism, were the heroic elements in both.
The ambition of each was subordinate to the cause which ho
served. Both refused the crown, although each, perhaps,
contemplated, in the sequel, a Batavian realm of which he
would have been the inevitable chief. Both offered the throne
to a Gallic prince, for Classicus was but the prototype of
Anjou, as Brinno of Brederode, and neither was destined, in
this world, to see his sacrifices crowned with success.

The characteristics of the two great races of the land por-
trayed themselves in the Roman and the Spanish struggle with
much the same colours. The Southrons, inflammable, petulant,
audacious, were the first to assault and to defy the imperial
power in both revolts; while the inhabitants of the northern
provinces, slower to be aroused, but of more enduring wrath;

VOL. | . B
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were less ardent at the commencement, but, alone, steadfast
at the close of the contest. In both wars the southern Celts
fell away from the league, their courageous but corrupt chief-
tains having been purchased with imperial gold to bring about
the abject submission of their followers; while the German
Netherlands, although eventually subjugated by Rome, after
a desperate struggle, were successful in the great conflict with
Spain, and trampled out of existence every vestige of her
authority. The Batavian republic took its rank among the
leading powers of the earth ; the Belgic provinces remained
Roman, Spanish, Austrian property.

V.

Obscure but important movements in the regions of eternal
twilight, revolutions, of which history has been silent, in the
mysterious depths of Asia, outpourings of human rivers along
the ddes of the Altai Mountains, convulsions up-heaving
remoto realms and unknown dynasties, shock after shock
throbbing throughout the barbarian world, and dying upon
the edge of civilisation, vast throes which shake the earth as
precursory pangs to the birth of a new empire—as dying
symptoms of the proud but effete realm which called itself
the world ; scattered hordes of sanguinary, grotesque savages
pushed from their own homes, and hovering with vague
purposes upon the Roman frontier, constantly repelled and
perpetually reappearing in ever-increasing swarms, guided
thither by a fierce instinct, or by mysterious laws, such are
the well-known phenomena which precede the fall of Western
Rome. Stately, externally powerful, although undermined
and putrescent at the core, the death-stricken empire still
dashed back the assaults of its barbarous enemies.

During the long struggle intervening between the age of
Vespasian and that of Odoacer, during all the preliminary
ethnographical revolutions which preceded the great people's
wandering, the Netherlands remained subject provinces. Their
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country was upon the high road which led the Gothsto Rome.
Those low and barren tracts were the outlying marches of the
empire. Upon that desolate beach broke the first surf from the
rising ocean of German freedom which was soonto overwhelm
Rome. Yet, although the ancient landmarks were soon well-
nigh obliterated, the Netherlands still remained faithful to the
empire, Batavian blood was still poured out for its defence.

By the middle of the fourth century, the Franks and Alio-
manians—allo-mtinner, all-men—a mass of united Germans,
are defeated by the emperor Julian at Strasburg, the Bata-
vian cavalry, as upon many other great occasions, saving the
day for despotism. This achievement, one of the last in which
the name appears upon historic record, was therefore as
triumphant for the valour as it was humiliating to the true
fame of the nation. Their individuality soon afterwards dis-
appears, the race having been partly exhausted in the Roman
service, partly merged in the Frank and Frisian tribes who
occupy the domains of their forefathers.

For a century longer, Rome still retains its outward form,
but the swarming nations are now in full career. The Nether-
lands are successively or simultaneously trampled by Franks,
Vandals, Alani, Suevi, Saxons, Frisians, and even Sclavo-
nians, as the great march of Germany to universal empire,
which her prophets and bards had foretold, went majestically
forward. The fountains of the frozen north were opened, the
waters prevailed, but the ark of Christianity floated upon the
flood. As the deluge assuaged, the earth had returned to
chaos, the last pagan empire had been washed out of existence,
but the faltering infancy of Christian Europe had begun.

After the wanderings had subsided, the Netherlands are
found with much the same ethnological character. The Frank
dominion has succeeded the Roman, the German stock pre
ponderates over the Celtic, but the national ingredients,
although in somewhat altered proportions, remain essentially
as before. The old Belgee having become Romanised in
tongue and customs, accept the new empire of the Franks,
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That people, however, pushed from its hold of the Rhine by
thickly-thronging hordes of Gepidi, Quadi, Sarmati, Heruli,
Saxons, Burgundians, moves towards the south and west. As
the empire falls before Odoaeer, they occupy Celtic Gaul with
the Belgian portion of the Netherlands, while the Frisians,
into which ancient German tribe the old Batavian element
has melted, not to be extinguished, but to renew its exist-
ence, the " free Frisians," whose name is synonymous with
liberty, nearest blood relations of the Anglo-Saxon race,
now occupy the northern portion, including the whole future
European territory of the Dutch republic.

The history of the Franks becomes, therefore, the history
of the Netherlands. The Frisians struggle, for severa cen-
turies, against their dominion, until eventually subjugated
by Charlemagne. They even encroach upon the Franks in
Belgic-Gaul, who arc determined not to yield their posses
sions. Moreover, the pious Merovingian fainéans desire to
plant Christianity among the still pagan Frisians. Dagobert,
son of the second Clotaire, advances against them as far as
the Weser, takes possesson of Utrecht, founds there the first
Christian church in Friesland, and establishes a nominal
dominion over the whole country.

Yet the feeble Merovingians would have been powerless
against rugged Friesland, had not their dynasty already
merged in that puissant family of Brabant, which long
wielded their power before it assumed their crown. It was
Pepin of Heristal, grandson of the Netherlander, Pepin of
Landen, who conquered the Frisian Radbod (A.D. G92) and
forced him to exchange his royal for the ducal title.

It was Pepin's bastard, Charles the Hammer, whose tremen-
dous blows completed his father's work. The new mayor of the
palace soon drove the Frisian chief into submission, and even
into Christianity. A bishop's indiscretion, however, neu-
tralized the apostolic blows of the mayor. The pagan Radbod
had already immersed one of his royal legs in the baptismal
font, when a thought struck him. " Where are my dead fore-
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fathers at present?' he said, turning suddenly upon Bishop
Wolfram " In hell, with all other unbelievers,” was the im-
pindent answer. " Mighty well," replied Radbod, removing his
leg, " then will | rather feast with my ancestors in the halls of
Woden, than dwell with your little starveling band of Christians
in heaven." Entreaties and threats were unavailing. The
Frisian declined positively aritewhich was to cause an eternal
separation from his buried kindred, and hedied as he had lived,
a heathen. His son, Poppo, succeeding to the nominal sove-
reignty, did not actively opposetheintroduction of Christianity
among his people, but himself refused to bo converted. Rebel-
ling against the Frank dominion, he was totally routed by
CharlesMartell in agreat battle(A .D. 750), and perished with
a vast number of Frisians. The Christian dispensation, thus
enforced, was now accepted by these northern pagans. The com-
mencement of their conversion had been mainly the work of
their brethren from Britain. The monk Wilfred wasfollowed
inafew years by the Anglo-Saxon Willibrod. It was he who
destroyed the images of Woden in Walcheren, abolished his
worship, and founded churches in North Holland. Charles
Martell rewarded him with extensive domains about Utrecht,
together with many daves and other chattels. Soon afterwards
he was consecrated Bishop of all the Frisians. Thus rose the
famous episcopate of Utrecht.  Another Anglo-Saxon, Win-
fred, or Bonifacius, had been equally active among his Frisian
cousins. His crozier had gone hand in hand with the battle-
axe. Bonifaciusfollowed close upon the track of his orthodox
coadjutor Charles. By the middle of the eighth century,
some hundred thousand Frisians had been slaughtered, and as
many more converted. The hammer which smote the Saracens
at Tours was at last successful in beating the Netherlander
into Christianity. The labours of Bonifacius through Upper
and Lower Germany were immense; but he, too, received great
material rewards. He was created Archbishop of Mayence,
and, upon the death of Willibrod, Bishop of Utrecht. Faith-
ful to his mission, however, he met, heroically, a martyr's



22 THE RISE OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC.

death at the hands of the refractory pagans at Dokkum. Thus
was Christianity established in the Netherlands.

Under Charlemagne, the Frisians often rebelled, making
common cause with the Saxons. In 785, A.D., they were,
however, completely subjugated, and never rose again until the
epoch of their entire separation from the Frank empire. Charle-
magne left them their name of free Frisians, and the property
in their own land. Thefeudal system never took root in their
soil. " The Frisians," saystheir statute book, " shall be free, as
long as the wind blows out of the clouds and the world stands."
They agreed, however, to obey the chiefs whom the Frank
monarch should appoint to govern them, according to their
own laws. Those laws were collected, and are still extant.
The vernacular version of their Asega book contains their
customs, together with the Frank additions. The general
ancient statutes of Charlemagne were, of course, in vigour
also; but that great legislator knew too well the importance
attached by all mankind tolocal customs, to allow hisimperial
capitulars to interfere, unnecessarily, with the Frisian laws.

Thus again the Netherlands, for the first time since the fall
of Rome, were united under one crown imperial. They had
already been once united, in their slavery, to Rome. Eight
centuries pass away, and they are again united, in subjection,
to Charlemagne Their unionwas but in forming asinglelink
in the chain of anew realm. Thereign of Charlemagne had at
last accomplished the promise of the sorceress Velleda and other
soothsayers. A German race had re-established the empire of
the world. The Netherlands, like the other provinces of the
great monarch's dominion, were governed by crown-appointed
functionaries, military and judicial. In the north-eastern or
Frisian portion, however, the grants of land were never in the
form of revocable benefices or feuds. With thisimportant
exception, the whole country shared the fate, and enjoyed the
general organisation of the empire.

But Charlemagne came an age too soon. The chaoswhich
had brooded over Europe since the dissolution of the Roman
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World, was still too absolute. It was not to be fashioned into
permanent forms, even by his bold and constructive genius. A
son, exhausted by the long culture of pagan empires, wastolie
fallow for a still longer period. The discordant elements out of
which the Emperor had compounded hisrealm, did not coalesce
during his lifetime. They were only held together by the
vigorous grasp of the hand which combined them. When
the great statesman died, his empire necessarily fell to pieces.
Society had need of further disintegration before it could begin
to reconstruct itself locally. Anew civilisationwas not to be
improvised by a single mind. When did oneman ever civilise
apeople ? In the eighth and ninth centuries there was not oven
apeople to bo civilised. The construction of Charles was, of
necessity, temporary. His empire was supported by columns,
which fell prostrate aimost as soon asthe hand of the architect
was cold. His institutions had not struck down into the soil.
There were no extensive and vigorous roots to nourish, from
below, a flourishing empire through time and tempest.
Moreover, the Carlovingian race had been exhausted by
producing a race of heroes like the Pepins and the Charleses.
The family became, soon, as contemptible as the ox-drawn,
long-haired " do-nothings " whom it had expelled ; but it is
not our task to describe the fortunes of the Emperor's ignoble
descendants. The realm was divided, sub-divided, at times
partially reunited, like afamily farm, among monarchsincom-
petent alike to hold, to delegate, or to resign the inheritance
of the great warrior and law-giver. The meek, bald, fat,
stammering, simple Charles, or Lewis, who successively sat
upon his throne—princes, whose only historic individuality
consists in these insipid appellations—had not the sense to
comprehend, far less to develop, the plans of their ancestor.
Charles the Simple was the last Carlovingian who governed
Lotharingia, in which were comprised most of the Netherlands
and Friesland. The German monarch, Henry the Fowler, at
that period called King of the East Franks, as Charles of the
West Franks, acquired Lotharingia by the treaty of Bonn,
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Charles reserving the sovereignty over the kingdom during
his lifetime. In 925, A.D., however, the Simpleton having
been imprisoned and deposed by his own subjects, the Fowder
was recognised King of Lotharingia. Thus the Netherlands
passed out of France into Germany, remaining still provinces
of aloose, disjointed empire.

This is the epoch in which the various dukedoms, earldoms
and other petty sovereignties of the Netherlands became
hereditary. It wasin the year 922 that Charles the Simple
presented to Count Dirk the territory of Holland, by letters
patent. This narrow hook of land, destined, in future ages,
to be the cradle of a considerable empire, stretching through
both hemispheres, was thenceforth the inheritance of Dirk's
descendants. Historically, therefore, heis Dirk L, Count of
Holland.

Of this small sovereign and his successors, the most power-
ful foe, for centuries, was the Bishop of Utrecht, the origin of
whose greatness has been aready indicated. Of the other
Netherland provinces, now hereditary, the first in rank was
L otharingia, once thekingdom of L othaire, now the dukedom
of Lorraine. 1In 965 it was divided into Upper and Lower
Lorraine, of which the lower duchy alone belonged to the
Netherlands. Two centuries later, the Counts of Louvain, then
occupying most of Brabant, obtained a permanent hold of
Lower Lorraine, and began to call themselves Dukes of Bra-
bant. The same principle of local independence and isolation
which created these dukes, established the hereditary power of
the counts and barons who formerly exercised jurisdiction
under them and others. Thus arose sovereign counts of
Namur, Hainault, Limburg, Zutphen, Dukes of Luxemburg
and Gueldres, Barons of M echlin, Marquesses of Antwerp, and
others; all petty autocrats. The most important of all, after
the house of Lorraine, were the Earls of Flanders; for thebold
foresters of Charles the Great had soon wrested the sovereignty
of their little territory from hisfeeble descendants, aseasily as
Baldwin, with the iron arm, had deprived the bald Charles of
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his daughter. Holland, Zeland, Utrecht, Overyssel, Gronin-
gen, Drenthe, and Friesland, (all seven being portions of
FMesland in a general sense)) were crowded together upon a
little desolate corner of Europe; an obscure fragment of
Charlemagne's broken empire. They were afterwards to con-
stitute the United States of the Netherlands, one of the most
powerful republics of history. Meantime, for century after
century, the Counts of Holland and the Bishops of Utrecht
were to exercise divided sway over the territory.

Thus the whole country was broken into many shreds and
patches of sovereignty. The separate history of such half-
organised morsels is tedious and petty. Trifling dynasties,
where a family or two were everything, the people nothing,
leave little worth recording. Even the most devout of
genealogists might shudder to chronicle the long succession
of so many illustrious obscure.

A glance, however, at the general features of the govern-
mental system now established in the Netherlands, at this
important epoch in the world's history, will show the trans-
formations which the country, in common with other portions
of the western world, had undergone.

In the tenth century the old Batavian and later Roman
forms have faded away. An entirely new polity has succeeded.
No great popular assembly asserts its sovereignty, as in the
ancient German epoch ; no generas and temporary kings are
chosen by the nation. The elective power had been lost under
the Romans, who, after-conquest, had conferred the adminis-
trative authority over their subject provinces upon officias
appointed by the metropolis. The Franks pursued the same
course. In Charlemagne's time the revolution is complete.
Popular assemblies and popular election entirely vanish.
Military, civil, andjudicial officers—dukes, earls, margraves,
and others—are all king's creatures, knegten des konings, pueri
regis, and so remain, till they abjure the creative power, and
set up their own. The principle of Charlemagne, that his
officers should govern according to local custom, helps them
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to achieve their own independence, while it preserves all that
is left of national liberty and law.

The counts, assisted by inferior judges, hold diets from time
to time—thrice, perhaps, annually. They also summon assem-
blies in case of war. Thither are called the great vassas, who,
in turn, call their lesser vassals, each armed with " a shield, a
spear, a bow, twelve arrows, and acuirass." Such assemblies,
convoked in the name of a distant sovereign, whose face his
subjects had never seen, whose language they could hardly
understand, were very different from those tumultuous mass-
meetings, where boisterous freemen, armed with the weapons
they loved the best, and arriving sooner or later, according to
their pleasure, had been accustomed to elect their generals and
magistrates, and to raise them upon their shields. The people
are now governed, their rulers appointed by an invisible hand.
Edicts, issued by a power, asit were, supernatural, demand i m-
plicit obedience. The people, acquiescing in their own anni-
hilation, abdicate not only their political but their personal
rights. On the other hand, the great source of power diffuses
less and less of light and warmth. Losing its attractive and
controlling influence, it becomes gradually eclipsed, while its
satellites fly from their prescribed bounds, and chaos and dark-
ness return. The sceptre, stretched over realms so wide, re-
quires stronger hands than those of degenerate Carlovingians.
It breaks asunder. Functionaries become sovereigns, with
hereditary, not delegated, right to own the people, to tax their
roads and rivers, to take tithings of their blood and sweat, to
harass them in all the relations of life.  Thereis no longer
a metropolis to protect them from official oppression. Power,
the more subdivided, becomesthe more tyrannical. The sword
Is the only symbol of law, the cross is a weapon of offence, the
bishop is a consecrated pirate, and every petty baron a burglar;
while the people, alternately the prey of duke, prelate and
seignor, shorn and butchered like sheep, esteem it happiness to
sell themselves into slavery, or to huddle beneath the castle
walls of some little potentate, for the sake of hiswolfish proteo-
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tion. Herethey build hovels, which they surround from time
to time with palisades and muddy entrenchments; and here,
in these sgqualid abodes of ignorance and misery, the genius of
liberty, conducted by the spirit of commerce, descends at |ast
to awaken mankind from its sloth and cowardly stupor. A
longer night was to intervene, however, before the dawn of day.

The crown-appointed functionaries had been, of course,
financial officers. They collected the revenue of the sovereign,
one-third of which dlipped through their fingers into their
own coffers. Becoming sovereigns themselves, they retain these
funds for their private emolument. Four principal sources
yielded this revenue : royal domains, tolls and imposts, direct
levies, and apleasantry called voluntary contributions or bene-
volences. In addition to these supplies were also the proceeds
of fines. Taxation upon sin was, in those rude ages, a consi-
derable branch of therevenue. The old Frisian laws consisted
almost entirely of adiscriminating tariff upon crimes. Nearly
all the misdeeds which man is prone to commit were punished
by a money-bote only. Murder, larceny, arson, rape—all
offences against the person were commuted for a definite price.
There were few exceptions, such as parricide, which was fol-
lowed by loss of inheritance; sacrilege and the murder of a
master by a slave, which were punished with death. Itisa
natural inference that, as the royal treasury was enriched by
these imposts, the sovereign would hardly attempt to check the
annual harvest of iniquity by which his revenue was increased.
Still, although the moral sense is shocked by a system which
makes the ruler's interest identical with the wickedness of his
people, and holds out a comparative immunity in evil-doing
for the rich, it was better that crime should be punished by
money rather than not be punished at all. A severetax, which
thenoble reluctantly paid, and which the penniless cul prit com-
muted by personal slavery, was sufficiently unjust as well as
absurd, yetit served to mitigatethe horrorswith which tumult,
rapine, and murder enveloped those early days. Gradually, as
the light of reason broke upon the dark ages, the most noxious
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features of the system were removed, while the general
sentiment of reverence for law remained.

VI.

Five centuries of isolation succeed. In the Netherlands, as
throughout Europe, a thousand obscure and slender rills are
slowly preparing the great stream of universal culture. Five
dismal centuries of feudalism : during which period there is
little talk of human right,-little obedience to divine reason.
Eights there are none, only forces; and, in brief, three great
forces, gradually arising, developing themselves, acting upon
each other, and upon the general movement of society.

The sword—the first, for atime the only force: the force of
iron. The "land's master," having acquired the property in the
territory and in the people who feed thereon, distributes to his
subalterns, often but a shade beneath him in power, portions of
his estate, getting the use of their faithful swords in return.
Vavasours subdivide again to vassals, exchanging land and
cattle, human or other, against fealty, and so the iron chain of
amilitary hierarchy, forged of mutually inter-dependent links,
is stretched over each little province. Impregnable castles,
here more numerous than in any other part of Christendom,
dot the level surface of the country. Mail-clad knights, with
their followers, encamp permanently upon the soil. The for-
tunate fable of divine right is invented to sanction the system;
superstition and ignorance give currency to the delusion. Thus
the grace of God, having conferred the property in a vast por-
tion of Europe upon acertain idiot in France, makes him com-
petent to sell large fragments of his estate, and to give adivine,
and, therefore, most satisfactory title along with them; agreat
convenience to a man, who had neither power, wit, nor will to
keep the property in hisown hands. So the Dirks of Holland
get a deed from Charles the Simple, and, although the grace of
God does not prevent the royal grantor himself from dying a
miserable, discrowned captive, the conveyance to Dirk is none
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the less hallowed by almighty fiat. So the Roherts and Guys,
the Johns and Baldwins, become sovereigns in Hainault, Bra-
bant, Flanders, and other little districts, affecting supernatural
sanction for the authority which their good swords have won
and are ever ready to maintain. Thus organised, the force of
iron asserts and exertsitself. Duke, count, seignor and vassal,
knight and squire, master and man, swarm and struggle amain.
A wild, chaotic, sanguinary scene. Here, bishop and baron
contend, centuries long, murdering human creatures by ten
thousands for an acre or two of swampy pasture; there,
doughty families, bugging old musty quarrels to their heart,
buffet each other from generation to generation ; and thus they
go on, raging and wrestling among themselves, with all the
world, shrieking insane war-cries which no human soul ever
understood—red caps and black, white hoods and grey, Hooks
and Kabbeljaws, dealing destruction, building castles and burn-
ingthem, tilting at tourneys, stealing bullocks, roasting Jews,
robbing the highways, crusading—now upon Syrian sands
against Paynim dogs, now in Frisian quagmires against AlDbi -
genses, Stedingers, and other hereties—plunging about in blood
and fire, repenting at idle times, and paying their passage
through purgatory withlargedlicesof ill-gotten gainsplaced in
the ever-extended dead-hand of the Church; acting, on the
whole, according to their kind, and so getting themselvescivil -
ised or exterminated, it matters little which. Thus they play
their part, those energetic men-at-arms; and thus one great
force, the force of iron, spins and expands itself, century after
century, helping on, as it whirls, the great progress of society
towards its goal, wherever that may be.

Another force—the force clerical—the powers of clerks, arises:
the might of educated mind measuring itself against brute vio-
lence, aforce embodied, as often before, as priestcraft—the
strength of priests : craft meaning, simply, strength in our old
mother-tongue. This great force, too, develops itself variously,
being sometimes beneficent, sometimes malignant. Priesthood
works out its task, age after age; now smoothing penitent
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death-beds, consecrating graves, feeding the hungry, clothing
the naked, incarnating the Christian precepts in an age of
rapine and homicide, doing a thousand deeds of love and
charity among the obscure and forsaken—deeds of which
there shall never be human chronicle, but a leaf or two,
perhaps, in the recording angel's book; hiving precious
honey from the few flowers of gentle art which bloom upon
a howling wilderness ; holding up the light of science over a
stormy sea; treasuring in convents and crypts the few fossils
of antique learning which become visible, as the extinct
Megatherium of an elder world reappears after the gothic
deluge; and now, careering in helm and hauberk with the
other ruffians, bandying blows in the thickest of the fight, blast-
ing with bell, book, and candle its trembling enemies, while
sovereigns, at the head of armies, grovel in the dust and offer
abject submission for the kiss of peace; exercising the same con-
jury over ignorant baron and cowardly hind, making the fiction
of apostolic authority to bind and loose, as prolific in acres as
the other divine right to have and hold; thus the force of
cultivated intellect, wielded by a chosen few and sanctioned
by supernatural authority, becomes as potent as the sword,

A third force, developing itself more slowly, becomes even
more potent than therest: the power of gold. Evenironyields
to the more ductile metal. The importance of municipalities,
enriched by trade begins to be felt. Commerce, the mother of
Netherland freedom, and eventually its destroyer—even as in
all human history the vivifying becomes afterwards the dissolv-
ing principle—commerce changes insensibly and miraculously
the aspect of society. Clusters of hovels become towered cities;
the green and gilded Hanse of commercial republicanism coils
itself around the decaying trunk of feudal despotism. Cities
leagued with cities throughout and beyond Christendom—em-
pire within empire—bind themselves closer and closer in the
electric chain of human sympathy, and grow stronger and
stronger by mutual support. Fishermen and river raftsmen
become ocean adventurers and merchant princes.  Commerce
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plucks up half-drowned Holland by the locks, and pours gold
into her lap. Gold wrests power from iron. Needy Flemish
weavers become mighty manufacturers. Armies of workmen,
fifty thousand strong, tramp through the swarming streets.
Silkmakers, clothiers, brewers, become the gossips of kings,
lend their royal gossipsvast sums, and burn the royal notes of
hand in fires of cinnamon wood. Wealth brings strength,
strength confidence. L earning to handle cross-bow and dagger,
the burghers fear less the baronial sword, finding that their own
will cut aswell, seeing that great armies—flowers of chivalry—
can ride away before them fast enough at battles of spurs and
other encounters.  Sudden richesbeget insolence, tumults, civic
broils. Internecine quarrels, horrible tumults stain the streets
with blood, but education lifts the citizens more and more out
of the original slongh. They learn to tremble as little at priest-
craft as at swordcraft, having acquired something of each.
Gold in the end, unsanctioned by right divine, weighs up the
other forces, supernatural as they are. And so, struggling
along their appointed path, making cloth, making money, mak-
ing treaties with great kingdoms, making war by land and ses,
ringing great bells, waving great banners, they, too—these i n-
solent, boisterous burghers—accomplish their work. Thus, the
mighty power of the purse developsitself, and municipal liberty
becomes a substantial fact. A fact, not a principle; for theold
theorem of sovereignty remains undisputed as ever. Neither
the nation, in mass, nor the citizens, in class, lay claim to
human rights. Al upper attributes—Ilegislative, judicial, ad-
ministrative—remain in the land-master's breast alone. It is
an absurdity, therefore, to argue with Grotius concerning the
unknown antiquity of the Batavian Republic. The republic
never existed at all till the sixteenth century, and was only
born after long years of agony. The democratic instincts of
the ancient German savages were to survive in the breasts of
their cultivated descendants, but an organised, civilised re-
publican polity had never existed. The cities, asthey grew in
strength, never claimed theright to make the laws, or to share
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in the government. As amatter of fact, they did make the
laws, and shared, beside, in most important functions of sove-
reignty, in thetreaty-making power especially. Sometimes by
bargains, sometimes by blood, by gold, threats, promises, or
good hard blows, they extorted their charters. Their codes,
statutes, joyful entcanccs, and other constitutions, weredictated
by the burghers and sworn to by the monarch. They were
concessions from above ; privileges, private laws ; fragments,
indeed, of a larger liberty, but vastly better than the slavery
for which they had been substituted ; solid facts instead of
empty abstractions, which in those practical and violent days,
would have yielded little nutriment; but they still rather
sought to reconcile themselves, by arough, clumsy fiction, with
the hierarchy which they had invaded, than to overturn the
system. Thusthe cities, not regarding themselves as represen-
tatives or aggregations of the people, became fabulous person-
ages, bodies without souls, corporations which had acquired
vitality and strength enough to assert their existence. As per-
sons, therefore—gigantic individualities—they wheeled into
thefeudal ranks and assumed feudal powers and responsibilities.
The city of Dort, of Middleburg, of Ghent, of Louvain, was
aliving being, doing fealty, claiming service, bowing to its
lord, struggling with its equals, trampling upon its saves.
Thus, in these obscure provinces, as throughout Europe, in a
thousand remote and isolated corners, civilisation builds itself
up, synthetically and slowly. Thus, impelled by great and
conflicting forces, now obliquely, now backward, now upward,
yet, upon the whole, onward, the new society moves alongits
predestined orbit, gathering consistency and strength as it goes,
society, civilisation, perhaps, but hardly humanity. The people
has hardly begun to extricate itself from the clods in which it
liesburied. Thereareonly nobles, priests, and, latterly, cities.
In the northern Netherlands, the degraded condition of the
mass continued longest. EveninFriesland, liberty, the dearest
blessing of the ancient Frisians, had been forfeited in a variety
of ways.Slavery was both voluntary and compulsory. Paupers
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gold themselves that they might escape starvation. Thetimid
sold themselves that they might escape violence. These
voluntary sales, which were frequent, were usually made to
cloisters and ecclesiastical establishments; for the condition
of Church slaves was preferable to that of other serfs.  Per-
sons worsted in judicial duels, shipwrecked sailors, vagrants,
strangers, criminals unable to pay the money-bote imposed
upon them, were all deprived of freedom; but the prolific
source of slavery was war. Prisoners were almost universally
reduced to servituda. A free woman who intermarried with a
slave condemned herself and offspring to perpetual bondage.
Among the Ripuarian Franks, a free woman thus disgracing
herself was girt with a sword and adistaff. Choosing the one
she was to strike her husband dead ; choosing the other, she
adopted the symbol of slavery, and became a chattel for life.
The ferocious inroads of the Normans scared many weak
and timid persons into servitude. They fled, by throngs, to
church and monastery, and were happy, by enslaving them-
selves, to escape the more terrible bondage of the sea-kings.
During the brief dominion of the Norman Godfrey, every
free Frisian was forced to wear a halter around his neck.
The lot of a Church slave was freedom in comparison. To
kill him was punishable by a heavy fine. He could give
testimony in court, could inherit, could make a will, could
even plead before the law, if law could bo found. The number
of slaves throughout the Netherlands was very large; the
number belonging to the bishopric of Utrecht, enormous.
The condition of those belonging to laymen was much
more painful. The Lyf-eigene, or absolute slaves, were the
most wretched. They were mere brutes. They had none of
the natural attributes of humanity, their life and death were
in the master's hands, they had no claim to a-fraction of their
own labour or its fruits, they had no marriage, except under
conditions of the infamous jus primee noctis. The villagers,
or villeins, were the second class, and less forlorn.  They
could commute the Labour due to their owner by a fixed
VOL; l. c
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sum of money, after annual payment of which, the villein
worked for himself. His master, therefore, was not his
absolute proprietor. The chattel had a beneficial interestin
a portion of his own flesh and blood.

The crusades made great improvement in the condition of
the serfs.  He who became a soldier of the cross was free upon
his return, and many were adventurous enough to purchase
liberty at so honourable a price. Many others were sold or
mortgaged by the crusading knights, desirous of converting
their property into gold, before embarking upon their enter-
prise. The purchasers or mortgagees were in general churches
and convents, so that the daves, thus alienated, obtained at
least a preferable servitude. The place of the absent serfs was
supplied by free labour, so that agricultural and mechanical
occupations, now devolving upon a more elevated class, became
less degrading, and, in process of time, opened an ever-widening
sphere for the industry and progress of freemen. Thus a people
began to exist. It was, however, a miserable people, with per-
sona but no civil rights whatever. Their condition, although
better than servitude, was almost desperate. They were taxed
beyondtheir ability, while priest and noble were exempt. They
had no voice in the apportionment of the money thus contri-
buted. There was no redress against the lawless violence to
which they were perpetually exposed. Inthe manorial courts,
the criminal sat injudgment upon hisvictim. Thefunctionsof
highwaymen and magistrate were combined in one individual.

By degrees, the class of freemen, artisans, traders, and the
like, becoming the more numerous, built stronger and better
houses outside the castle gates of the " land's master," or the
burghs of the more powerful nobles. The superiors, anxious
to increase their own importance, favoured the progress of
the little boroughs. The population, thus collected, began to
divide themselves into guilds. These were soon afterwards
erected by the community into bodies corporate; the estab-
lishment of the community, of course, preceding the incor-
poration of the guilds, These communities were created by
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charters or Keuren granted by the sovereign. Unless the
earliest concessions of this nature have perished, the town
clrarters of Holland or Zeland are nearly a century later than
those of Flanders, France, and England.

The oldest Keur, or act of municipal incorporation, in the
provinces afterwards constituting the republic, was that
granted by Count William the First of Holland and Countess
Joanna of Flanders, asjoint proprietors of Walcheren, to the
town of Middleburg. 1twill bo seen that its main purport is
to promise, as a specia privilege to this community, law, in
place of the arbitrary violence, by which mankind, in general,
were governed by their betters.

" The inhabitants," ran the charter, "are taken into protec-
tiom by both Counts. Uponfighting, maiming, wounding, strik-
ing, scolding; upon peace-breaking, upon resistance to peace-
makers and to the judgment of Schepens; upon contemning
the Ban, upon selling spoiled wine, and upon other misdeeds,
fines are imposed for behoof of the Count, the city, and some-
times of the Schepens. . . . To all Middleburgcrs one kind
of law is guaranteed. Every man must go to law before the
Schepens.  If any one being summoned and present in Wal -
cheren does not appear, or refuses submission to sentenco, he
shall be banished, with confiscation of property. Schout or
Schepen denyingjustice to acomplaint shall, until reparation,
hold no tribunal again. ... A burgher having a dispute
with an outsider (buiten mann), must summon him before the
Schepens.  An appeal lies from the Schepens to the Count.
No one can testify but a householder. All alienation of real
estate must take place before the Schepens. If an outsider has
a complaint against a burgher, the Schepens and Schout must
arrange it. If either party refuses submission to them, they
must ring the town bell, and summon an assembly of all the
burghersto compel him. Any oneringingthetown bell, except
by general consent, and any one not appearing when it tolls,
are liable to a fine. No Middleburger can be arrested or held
in durance within Flanders or Holland, except for crime.”
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This document was signed, sedled, and sworn to by the
two sovereigns in the year 1217. It was the model on which
many other communities, cradles of great cities, in Holland
and Zeland, were afterwards created.

These charters are certainly not very extensive, even for the
privileged municipalities which obtained them, when viewed
from an abstract stand-point. They constituted, however, a
very great advance from the stand-point at which humanity
actually found itself. They created, not for all inhabitants,
but for great numbers of them, the right, not to govern them-
selves, but to be governed by law. They furnished a local
administration of justice. They provided against arbitrary
imprisonment. They set up tribunals, where men of burgher
class were to sit in judgment. They held up a shield agahst
arbitrary violence from above and seditionfrom within. They
encouraged peace-makers, punished peace-breskers.  They
guarded the fundamental principle, ut sua tencrent, to the verge
of absurdity; forbidding a freeman, without a freehold, from
testifying—a capacity not denied even to a country Save.
Certainly all thiswas better than fist-law and courts-manorial.
For the commencement of the thirteenth century it was progress.

The Schout and Schepens, or chief magistrate and alder-
men, were originally appointed by the sovereign. In process
of time, the election of these municipal authorities was con-
ceded to the communities. This inestimable privilege, how-
ever, after having been exercised during a certain period by
the whole body of citizens, was eventually monopolised by the
municipal government itself, acting in common with the deans
of the various guilds.

Thus organised and inspired with the breath of civic life,
the communities of France and Holland began to move rapidly
forward. More and more they assumed the appearance of
prosperous little republics.  For this prosperity they were in-
debted to commerce, particularly with England and the Baltic
nations, and to manufactures, especialy of wool.

The trade between England and the Netherlands had existed
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for ages, and was still extending itself, to thegreat advantage
of both countries. A dispute, however, between the merchants
of Holland and England, towards the year 1275, caused a
privateering warfare, and aten years suspension of inter-
course. A reconciliation afterwards led to the establishment
of the English wool staple at Dort. A subsequent quarrel
deprived Holland of this great advantage. King Edward
refused to assst Count Florence in a war with the Flemings,
and transferred the staple from Dort to Bruges and Mechlin.

The trade of the Netherlands with the Mediterranean and
the East was mainly through this favoured city of Bruges,
which already, in the thirteenth century, had risen to the first
rank in the commercial world. It was the resting-place for
the Lombards, and other Italians, the great entrepot for their
merchandise. It now became, in addition, the great market-
place of English wool, and the woollen fabrics of all the
Netherlands, as well as for the drugs and spices of the East.
It had, however, by no means reached its apogee, but was to
culminate with Venice, and to sink with her decline. When
the overland Indian trade fell off with the discovery of the
Cape passage, both cities withered. Grass grew in the fair
and pleasant streets of Bruges, and seaweed clustered about
the marble halls of Venice. At this epoch, however, both
were in a state of rapid and insolent prosperity.

The cities, thus advancing in wealth and importance, were
no longer satisfied with being governed according to law, and
began to participate, not only in their own,, but in the general
government. Under Guy the First of Flanders, the towns ap-
peared regularly, as well as the nobles, in the assembly of the
provincial estates, (1286-1289, A.D.) In the course of the
following century, the six chief cities, or capitals, of Holland
(Dort, Harlem, Delft, Leyden, Gouda, and Amsterdam)
acquired the right of sending their deputies regularly to the
estates of the provinces. These towns, therefore, with the
nobles, constituted the parliamentary power of the nation.
They also acquired letters patent from the Count, allowing
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them to choose their burgomasters and alimited number of
councillors or senators, (Vroedschappen.)

Thus the liberties of Holland and Flanders waxed daily
stronger. A great physical convulsion in the thirteenth century
came to add itsinfluence to the slower process of political revo-
lution. Hitherto there had been but one Friesland, including
Holland and nearly all the territory of the futurerepublic. A
slender stream alone separated the two great districts. Thelow
lands along the V li e, often threatened, at last sank in the waves.
The German ocean rolled in upon the inland lake of Flcvo. The
stormy Zuyder Zee began its existence by engulfing thousands
of Frisian villages, with all their population, and by spreading
a chasm between kindred peoples. The political, aswell as
thegeographical, continuity of the land was obliterated by this
tremendous deluge. The Hollanders were cut off from their
relatives in the cast by as dangerous a sea as that which divided
them from their Anglo-Saxon brethren in Britain. The de-
puties to the general assemblies at Aurich could no longer
undertake ajourney grown so perilous. West Friesland became
absorbed in Holland. East Friesland remained a federation of
rude but self-governed maritime provinces, until the brief and
bloody dominion of the Saxon dukes led to the establishment
of Charles the Fifth's authority. Whatever the nominal sove-
reignty over them, this most republican tribe of Netherlander,
or of Europeans, had never accepted feudalism. There was
an annual congress of the whole confederacy. Each of the
seven |little states, onthe other hand, regulated its own internal
affairs. Each state was subdivided into districts, each district
governed by a Griet-mann (great man, select man) and assist-
ants. Above all these district officers was a Podesta, a magis-
trate identical in name and functions with the chief officer of
the Italian republics. There was sometimes but one Podesta
sometimes one for each province. Hewas chosen by the people,
took oath of fidelity to the separate estates, or, if Podesta
general, to the federal diet, and was generally elected for a
limited term, although sometimesfor life. He was assisted by
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a board of eighteen or twenty councillors. The deputiesto the
genral congress were chosen by popular suffrage in Easter-
week. The clergy were not recognised as a political estate.
Thus, in those lands which a niggard nature had apparently,
condemned to perpetual poverty and obscurity, the principle of
reasonable human freedom, without which thereis no national
prosperity or glory worth contending for, was taking deepest
and strongest root. Already, in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, Friesland was a republic, except in name; Holland,
Flanders, Brabant, had acquired a large share of self-govern-
ment. The powerful commonwealth, at alater period to be
evolved out of the great combat between centralised tyranny
and the spirit of civil and religious liberty, was already fore-
shadowed. The elements of which that important republic was
to be compounded were germinating for centuries. Love of
freedom, readiness to strike and bleed at any moment in her
cause, manly resistance to despotism, however overshadowing,
were the leading characteristics of the race in all regions or
periods, whether among Frisian swamps, Dutch dykes, the
gentle hills and daes of England, or the pathless forests of
America. Doubtless, the history of human liberty in Holland
and Flanders, as everywhere dse upon earth where there has
been such a history, unrolls many scenes of turbulence and
bloodshed ; although these features have been exaggerated by
prejudiced historians. Still, if there were luxury and insolence,
sedition and uproar, at any rate there was life. Those violent
little commonwealths had blood in their veins. They were
compact of proud, self-helping, muscular vigour. Tho most
sanguinary tumultswhich they ever enacted in the face of day,
were better than the order and silence born of the midnight
darkness of despotism. That very unruliness was educating the
people for their future work. Those merchants, manufacturers,
country squires, and hard-fighting barons, all pent upina
narrow corner of the earth, quarrelling with each other, and
with all the world for centuries, were keeping alive a national
pugnacity of character, for which there was to be a heavy de-
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maud in the sixteenth century, and without which the father-
land had perhaps succumbed in the most unequal conflict ever
waged by man against oppression.

To sketch the special history of even the leading Netherland
provinces during thefive centuries which we have thusrapidly
sought to characterise is foreign to our purpose. By holding
the clue of Holland's history, the general maze of dynastic
transformations throughout the country may, however, be
swiftly threaded. From the time of the first Dirk to the
close of the thirteenth century there were nearly four hundred
years of unbroken male descent, a long line of Dirks and
Florences. This iron-handed, hot-headed, adventurous race,
placed as sovereign uponits little sandy hook, making ferocious
exertions to swell into larger consequence, conquering a mile
or two of morass or barren furze, after harder blows and
bloodier encounters than might have established an empire
under more favourable circumstances, at last dies out. The
Countship falls to the house of Avennes, Counts of Hainault.
Holland, together with Zeland, which it had annexed, is thus
joined to the province of Hainault. At the end of another
half century the Hainault line expires. William the Fourth
died childless in 1355. His death isthe signal for the out-
break of an almost interminable series of civil commotions.
These two great parties, known by the uncouth names of Hook
and Kabbeljaw, come into existence, dividing noble against
noble, city against city, father against son, for some hundred
and fifty years, without foundation upon any abstract or intel-
ligible principle. It may be observed, however, that, in the
sequel, and as a general rule, the Kabbeljaw, or cod-fish party,
represented the city or municipal faction, while the Hooks,
(fish-hooks,) that were to catch and control them, were the
nobles; iron and audacity against brute number and weight.

Duke William of Bavaria, sister's son of William the Fourth,
gets himself established in 1354. He is succeeded by his
brother Albert; Albert, by his son William. William, who
had married Margaret of Burgundy, daughter of Philip the
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Bold, diesin 1417. The goodly heritage of these three Nether-
lifyd provinces descends to his daughter Jacqueline, a damsel
of seventeen. Little need to trace the career of the fair and
ill-starred Jacqueline. Few chapters of historical romance have
drawn more frequent tears. The favourite heroine of ballad
and drama, to Netherlander she is endued with the palpable
form and perpetual existence of the Iphigenias. Mary Stuarts,
Joans of Arc, or other consecrated individualities. Exhausted
and broken-hearted, after thirteen years of conflict with her
own kinsmen, consoled for the cowardice and brutality of
three husbands by the gentle and knightly spix'it of the fourth,
dispossessed of her father's broad domains, degraded from
the rank of sovereign to be lady forester of her own provinces
by her cousin, the bad Duke of Burgundy, Philip, surnamed
" the Good," she dies at last, and the good cousin takes
undisputed dominion of the land. (1437.)

VII.

The five centuries of isolation are at an end. The many
obscure streams of Netherland history are merged in one
broad current. Burgundy has absorbed all the provinces,
which, once more, are forced to recognise a single master.
A century and a few years more succeed, during which this
house and its heirs are undisputed sovereigns of the soil.

Philip the Good had already acquired the principal Nether-
lands, before dispossessing Jacqueline. He had inherited,
beside the two Burgundies, the counties of Flanders and
Artois. He had purchased the county of Namur, and had
usurped the duchy of Brabant, to which the duchy of Lim-
burg, the marquisate of Antwerp, and the barony of Mechlin,
had already been annexed. By his assumption of Jacqueline's
dominions, hewas now lord of Holland, Zeland, and Hainault,
and titular master of Friesland. He acquired Luxemburg a
few years later.

Lord of so many opulent cities and fruitful provinces, he felt
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himself equal to the kings of Europe. Upon his marriage
with Isabellaof Portugal, hefounded, at Bruges, the celebrated
order of the Golden Fleece. What could be more practical or
more devout than the conception ? Did not the Lamb of God,
suspended at each knightly breast, symbolise at once the
woollen fabrics to which so much of Flemish wealth and Bur-
gundian power was owing, and the gentle humility of Christ,
which was ever to characterise the order ? Twenty-five was
the limited number, including Philip himself as grand master.
The chevaliers were emperors, kings, princes, and the most
illustrious nobles of Christendom ; while aleading provision,
at the outset, forbade the brethren, crowned heads excepted,
to accept or retain the companionship of any other order.

The accession of so potent and ambitious a prince as the
good Philip boded evil to the cause of freedom in the Nether-
lands. The spirit of liberty seemed to have been typified inthe
fair form of the benignant and unhappy Jacqueline, and to be
buried in her grave. The usurper, who had crushed her out of
existence, now strode forward to trample upon all the laws and
privileges of the provinces which had formed her heritage.

At his advent, the municipal power had already reached an
advanced stage of development. The burgher class controlled
the government, not only of the cities, but often of the pro-
vinces, through its influence in the estates. Industry and
wealth had produced their natural results. The supreme
authority of the sovereign and the power of the nobles were
balanced by the municipal principle which had even begun to
preponderate over both. Al three exercised a constant and
salutary check upon each other. Commerce had converted
daves into freemen, freemen into burghers, and the burghers
were acquiring daily a larger practical hold upon the govern-
ment. The town councils were becoming almost omnipotent.
Although with an oligarchical tendency which at a later
period was to be more fully developed, they were now com-
posed of large numbers of individuals, who had raised them-
selves, by industry and intelligence, out of the popular masses.
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There was an unquestionably republican tone to the institu-
tions. Power, actually, if not nominally, was in the hands
of many who had achieved the greatness to which they had
not been born.

The assemblies of the estates were rather diplomatic than
representative. They consisted, generally, of the nobles and
of the deputations from the cities. In Holland, the clergy
had neither influence nor seats in the parliamentary body.
Measures were proposed by the stadtholder, who represented
the sovereign. A request, for example, of pecuniary accom-
modation, was made by that functionary, or by the count
himsolf in person. The nobles then voted upon the demand,
generally as one body, but sometimes by heads. The measure
was then laid before the burghers. If they had been specialy
commissioned to act upon the matter, they voted, each city as
a city, not each deputy individually. If they had received no
instructions, they took back the proposition to lay before the
councils of their respective cities, in order to return a decision
at an adjourned session, or at a subsequent diet. It will be
seen, therefore, that the principle of national popular represen-
tation was but imperfectly developed. The municipal deputies
acted only under instructions. Each city was a little inde-
pendent state, suspicious not only of the sovereign and nobles,
but of its sister cities. This mutual jealousy hastened the
general humiliation now impending. The centre of the system
waxing daily more powerful, it more easily unsphered these
feebler and mutually repulsive bodies.

Philip's first step, upon assuming the government, was to
issue a declaration, through the council of Holland, that the
privileges and constitutions, which he had sworn to as Ruward,
or guardian, during the period in which Jacqueline had still
retained a nominal sovereignty, wereto be considered null and
void, unless afterwards confirmed by him as count. Atasingle
blow he thus severed the whole knot of pledges, oaths, and other
political complications, by which he had entangled himself dur-
ing his cautious advance to power. Hewas now untrammelled
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again. As the conscience of the smooth usurper was, thence-
forth, the measure of provincial liberty, his subjects soon found
it meted to them more sparingly than they wished. From this
point, then, throughthe Burgundian period, and until the rise
of therepublic, theliberty of the Netherlands, notwithstanding
severa brilliant but brief luminations, occurring at irregular
intervals, seemed to remain in almost perpetual eclipse.

The material prosperity of the country had, however, vastly
increased. The fisheries of Holland had become of enormous
importance. The invention of the humble Beukelzoon of
Biervliet had expanded into a mine of wealth. The fisheries,
too, were most useful as a nursery of seamen, and were already
indicating Holland's future naval supremacy. The fishermen
were the militia of the ocean, and their prowess was attested in
the war with the Hanscatic cities, which the provinces of Hol -
land and Zeland, in Philip's name, but by their own unassisted
exertions, carried on triumphantly at this epoch. Then came
into existence that race of cool and daring mariners who, in
after-times, were to make the Dutch name illustrious through*
out the world—the men whose fierce descendants, the " beggars
of the sea," were to make the Spanish empire tremble—the men
whose later successors swept the seas with brooms at the mast-
head, and whose ocean battleswith their equally fearless English
brethren often lasted four uninterrupted days and nights.

The main strength of Holland was derived from the ocean,
from whose destructive grasp she had wrested herself, but
in whose friendly embrace she remained. She was already
placing securely the foundations of commercial wealth and
civil liberty upon those shifting quicksands which the Roman
doubted whether to call land or water. Her submerged
deformity, as she floated, mermaid-like, upon the waves, was
to be forgotten in her material splendour. Enriched with
the spoils of every clime, crowned with the divine jewels of
science and art, she was, one day, to sing a siren song of
freedom, luxury, and power.

Aswith Holland, so with Flanders, Brabant, and the other
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leading provinces. Industry and wealth, agriculture, com-
nrerce, and manufactures were constantly augmenting. The
natural sources of power were full to overflowing, while the
hand of despotism was deliberately sealing the fountain.

For the house of Burgundy was rapidly culminating and as
rapidly curtailing the political privileges of the Netherlands.
The contest was, at first, favourable to the cause of arbitrary
power; but little ssedswere silently germinating, which, inthe
progress of their development, were one clay to undermine the
foundations of tyranny, and to overshadow the world. The
early progress of the religious reformation in the Netherlands
will be outlined in a separate chapter. Another great principle
was likewise at work at this period. At the very epoch when
the greatness of Burgundy was most swiftly ripening, another
weapon was secretly forging, more potent in the great struggle
for freedom than any which the wit or hand of man has over
devised or wielded. When Philipthe Good, inthefull blaze of
his power, and flushed with the triumphs of territorial aggran-
disement, was instituting at Bruges the order of the Golden
Fleece, " to the glory of God, of theblessed Virgin, and of the
holy Andrew, patron saint of the Burgundian family," and
enrolling the names of the kings and princes who were to be
honoured with its symbols, at that very moment an obscure
citizen of Harlem, one Lorenz Coster, or Lawrence the Sexton,
succeeded in printing alittle grammar, by means of moveable
types. The invention of printing was accomplished, but it
was not ushered in with such a blaze of glory asheralded the
contemporaneous erection of the Golden Fleece. The humble
setter of types did not deem emperors and princes alone worthy
his companionship. His invention sent no thrill of admiration
throughout Christendom, and yet, what was the good Philip
of Burgundy, with his Knights of the Golden Fleece, and all
their effulgent trumpery, in the eye of humanity and civilisa-
tion, compared with the poor sexton and his wooden types ?

! The question of the time and | printing should be referred, has been
place to which the invention of | often discussed, It is not probable
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Philip died in February 1467. The details of hislife axb
career do not bdong to our purpose. The practical tendenly
of his government was to repress the spirit of liberty, while
especia privileges, extensive in nature, but limited in time,
were frequently granted to corporations. Philip, in one day,
conferred thirty charters upon as many different bodies of
citizens. These were, however, grants of monopoly, not con-
cessons of rights. He also fixed the number of city councils,
or Vroedschappen in many Netherland cities, giving them per-
mission to present a double list of candidates for burgomasters
and judges, from which he himself made the appointments,
He was certainly neither agood nor agreat prince, but he pos-
sessed much administrative ability. Hismilitary talentswere
considerable, and he was successful in his wars. He was an
adroit dissembler, a practical politician. He had the sense to
comprehend that the power of a prince, however absolute, must
depend upon the prosperity of his subjects. He taxed severely
the wealth, but he protected the commerce and the manufac-
ture of Holland and Flanders. He encouraged art, science,
and literature. The brothers John and Hubert Van Eyek were
attracted by his generosity to Bruges, where they painted many
pictures. John was even a member of the duke's council.
The art of oil-painting was carried to great perfection by
Hubert's scholar, John of Bruges. An incredible number of
painters, of greater or less merit, flourished at this epoch in the
Netherlands, herald of that great school which, at a subsequent
period, was to astonish the world with brilliant colours, pro-
found science, startling effects, and vigorous reproductions of
nature. Authors, too, like Olivier delaMarch and Philippe do
Comines, who, in the words of the latter, " wrote not for the
amusement of brutes and people of low degree, but for princes
and other persons of quality; " these and other writers, with

that it will ever be sdtled to the between the years 1423 and 1440.
entire satifaction of Holland and The first and very faulty editions of
Germany. The Dutch claim that Lorenz are religioudy preserved at
moveable types were firg used at Harlem.

Harlem. fixing the time varioudy
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ams as|ofty, flourished at the court of Burgundy, and were
rewarded by the duke with princely generosity. Philip re-
modelled and befriended the university of Louvain. He
founded at Brussels the Burgundian library, which became
celebrated thoughout Europe. He levied largely, spent pro-
fusely, but was yet so thrifty a housekeeper, as to leave four
hundred thousand crowns of gold,—a vast amount in those
days,—besides three million marks' worth of plate and furni-
ture, tobe wasted like water in the insano career of his son.
The exploits of that son require but few words of illustration.
Hardly a chapter of European history or romance is more
familiar to the world than the one which records the meteoric
course of Charles the Bold. The propriety of his title was
never doubtful. No prince was ever bolder, but itis certain
that no quality could bo less desirable at that particular mo-
ment in the history of his house. It was not the quality to
confirm a usurping family in its ill-gotten possessons. Re-
newed agressions upon the rights of others justified retaliation
and invited attack. Justice, prudence, firmness, wisdom of
internal administration, were desirable in the son of Philip
and therival of Louis. These attributes the gladiator lacked
entirely. His career might have been abrilliant one inthe old
days of chivalry. His image might have appeared as imposing
as the romantic forms of Baldwin Bras do Fer or Godfrey of
Bouillon, had ho not been misplaced in history. Nevertheless,
he imagined himself governed by a profound policy. He had
one dominant idea, to make Burgundy a kingdom. From the
moment when, with almost the first standing army known to
history, and with coffers well filled by his cautious father's
economy, hethrew himself into thelistsagainst the crafty Louis,
down to the day when he was found dead, naked, deserted, and
with his face frozen into a pool of blood and water, he faith-
fully pursued this thought. Hisducal cap was to be exchanged
for akingly crown, whileall the provinces which lay beneath
the Mediterranean and the North Sea, and between France and
Germany, were to be united under his sceptre.  The Nether-
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lands, with their wealth, had been already appropriated, and
their freedom crushed. Another land of liberty remainm;
physically, the reverse of Holland, but stamped with the same
courageous nationality, the same ardent love of humanrights.
Switzerland was to be conquered. Her eternal battlements
of ice and granite were to constitute the great bulwark of his
realm—Theworld knowswell theresult of the struggl e between
the lord of so many duchies and earldoms and the Alpine
mountaineers. With all his boldness, Charles was but an
indifferent soldier. Hisonly merit was physical courage. He
imagined himself a consummate commander, and, in conver-
sation with his jester, was fond of comparing himself to
Hannibal. “We are getting well Hannibalised to-day, my
lord,"” said the bitter fool, as they rode off together from the
disastrous defeat of Gransen.  Well " Hannibalised,” hewas,
too, at Gransen, at Murten, and at Nancy. He followed in
the track of his prototype only to the base of the mountains.
As a conqueror, he was singularly unsuccessful; asapoliti-
cian, he could outwit nonebut himself; it was only asatyrant
within his own ground that he could sustain the character
which hechoseto enact. He lost the crown, which he might
have secured, because he thought the emperor's son unworthy
the heiress of Burgundy; and yet, after his father's death, her
marriage with that very Maximilian alone secured the posses-
sion of her paternal inheritance. Unsuccessful in schemes of
conquest, and in political intrigue, as an oppressor of the
Netherlands, he nearly carried out hisplans. Those provinces
he regarded merely as a bank to draw upon. His immediate
intercourse with the country was confined to the extortion of
vast requests.  These were granted with ever-increasing reluc-
tance by the estates. The new taxes and excises, which the
sanguinary extravagance of the duke rendered necessary, could
seldom be collected in the various cities without tumult, sedi-
tion, and bloodshed. Few princes were ever a greater curse
to the people whom -they were allowed to hold as property. He
nearly succeeded in establishing a centralised despotism upon
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the ruins of the provincial institutions. His sudden death
alone deferred the catastrophe. His removal of the supreme
court of Holland from the Hague to Mechlin, and his mainte-
nance of a standing army, were the two great measures by
which he prostrated the Netherlands. The tribunal had been
re-modelled by his father; the expanded authority which
Philip had given to a bench of judges dependent upon himself,
was an infraction of the rights of Holland. The court, how-
ever, still held its sessons in the country; and the sacred
privilege—de non evocando—the right of every Hollander to
be tried in his own land, was, at least, retained. Charles
threw off the mask; he proclaimed that this council—com-
posed of his creatures, holding office at his pleasure—should
have supremejurisdiction over all the charters of the provinces;
that it was to follow his person, and derive all authority from
hiswill. Theusual seat of the court he transferred to Mechlin.
It will be seen in the sequel, that the attempt, under Philip
the Second, to enforce its supreme authority, was a collateral
cause of the great revolution of the Netherlands.

Charles, like his father, administered the country by stadt-
holders. From the condition of flourishing self-ruled little
republics, which they had, for amoment, aimost attained, they
became departments of an ill-assorted, ill-conditioned, ill-go-
verned realm, which was neither commonwealth nor empire,
neither kingdom nor duchy; and which had no homoge-
neousness of population, no affection between ruler and people,
small sympathies of lineage or of language.

His triumphs were but few, his fall ignominious. His
father's treasure was squandered, the curse of a standing army
fixed upon his people, the trade and manufactures of the
country paralysed by his extortions, and he accomplished
nothing. He lost hislife in the forty-fourth year of his age
(1477), leaving all the provinces, duchies, and lordships,
which formed the miscellaneous realm of Burgundy, to his
only child, the Lady Mary. Thus aready the countries
which Philip had wrested from the feeble hand of Jacqueline,

VOL. l. D
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had fallen to another female. Philip's own granddaughter, as
young, fair, and unprotected as Jacqueline, was now sole
mistress of those broad domains.

VIIT.

A crisis, both for Burgundy and the Netherlands, succeeds.
Within the provincesthereis an elastic rebound, as coon asthe
pressure is removed from them by the tyrant's death. A sud-
den spasm of liberty gives the whole people gigantic strength.
In an instant tliey recover all, and more than all, the rights
which they had lost. The cities of Holland, Flanders, and
other provinces call aconvention at Ghent. Layingasidetheir
musty feuds, men of all parties—Hooks and Kabbeljaws, patri-
cians and people—move forward in phalanx to recover their
national constitutions. On the other hand, Louis the Eleventh
seizesBurgundy, claimingtheterritory for hiscrown, the heiress
for hisson. The situation is critical for the Lady Mary. As
usual in such cases, appeds are made to the faithful commons.
Oaths and pledges are showered upon the people, that their
loyalty may be refreshed and grow green. The congress meets
at Ghent. The Lady Mary professes much, but she will keep
her vow. The deputies are called upon to rally the country
around the duchess, and to resist the fraud and force of Louis.
The congressis willing to maintain the cause of itsyoung mis-
tress. The members declare, at the same time, very roundly,
"that the provinces have been much impoverished and oppressed
by the enormous taxation imposed upon them by the ruinous
wars waged by Duke Charles from the beginning to the end of
hislife." They rather require " to berelieved than additionally
encumbered." They add that, " for many years past, there has
been aconstant violation of the provincial and municipal char-
ters, and that they should be happy to see them restored.

The result of the deliberationsis the formal grant by Duchess
Mary of the" Groot Privilegie," or Great Privilege, the Magna
Charta of Holland. Although thisinstrument was afterwards
violated, and indeed abolished, it became the foundation of the
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republic. It was a recapitulation and recognition of ancient
rights, not an acquisition of new privileges. Itwas a restora-
tion, not arevolution. Its principal points deserve attention
from those interested in the political progress of mankind.

" The duchess shall not marry without consent of the estates
of her provinces. Al offices in her gift shall bo conferred on
natives only. No man shall fill two offices. No office shall bo
farmed. The ' Great Council and Supremo Court of Holland'
is re-established.  Causes shall be brought before it on appea
from the ordinary courts. It shall have no original jurisdic-
tion of matters within the cognisance of the provincial and
municipal tribunals. The estates and cities are guaranteed in
their right not to be summoned to justice beyond the limits of
their territory. The cities, in common with all the provinces
of the Netherlands, may hold diets as often, and at such places,
asthey choose. No new taxes shall beimposed but by consent of
the provincial estates.  Neither the duchess nor her descend-
ants shall begin cither an offensive or defensive roar without
consent of the estates. In case awar be illegally undertaken,
the estates are not bound to contribute to its maintenance.
In all public and legal documents, the Netherland language
shall bo employed. The commands of the duchess shall be
invalid if conflicting with the privileges of acity. The seat
of the Supreme Council is transferred from Mechlin to the
Hague. No money shall be coined, nor its value raised or
lowered, but by consent of the estates. Cities are not to be
compelled to contribute to requests which they have not
voted. The sovereign shall come in person before the estates,
to make his request for supplies.”

Here was good work. Theland was rescued at ablow from
the helpless condition to which it had been reduced. This
summary annihilation of all the despotic arrangements of
Charles was enough to raise him from his tomb. The law, the
sword, the purse, were all taken from the hand of the sovereign,
and placed within the control of parliament. Such sweeping
reforms, if maintained, would restore health to the body politic.
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They gave, moreover, an earnest of what was one day to arriv|.
Certainly, for the fifteenth century, the" Great Privilege" wes
areasonably liberal constitution. Where ese upon earth, at
that day, wastherehalf so much liberty aswasthus guaranteed ?
The congress of the Netherlands, according to their Magna
Charta, had power to levy all taxes, to regulate commerce and
manufactures, to declare war, to coin money, to raise armies
and navies. The executive was required to ask for money in
person, could appoint only nativesto office, recognised theright
of disobedience in his subjects if his commands should conflict
with law, and acknowledged himself bound by decisions of
courts of justice. The cities appointed their own magistrates,
held diets at their own pleasure, made their local by-laws, and
saw to their execution. Original cognisance of legal matters
belonged to the municipal courts, appellatejurisdiction to the
supreme tribunal, in which the judges were appointed by the
sovereign. The liberty of the citizen against arbitrary im-
prisonment was amply provided for. Thejus de non evo-
cando, the habeas corpus of Holland, was re-established.

Truly, here was afundamental law which largely, roundly,
and reasonably recognised the existence of a people with hearts,
heads, and hands of their own. It was avast step in advance
of natural servitude, the dogma of the dark ages. It was a
noble and temperate vindication of natural liberty, the doctrine
of more enlightened days. To no people in the world more
than to the stout burghers of Flanders and Holland, belongs
the honour of having battled audaciously and perennially in
behalf of human rights.

Similar privilegesto the great charter of Holland are granted
to many other provinces; especialy to Flanders, ever ready to
etand forward infiercevindication of freedom. For a season
all is peace and joy; but the duchess isyoung, weak, and a
woman. Thereisno lack of intriguing politicians, reactionary
councillors. Thereisacunning old king in the distance, lying
inwait, seeking what he can devour. A mission goesfrom the
edtates to France. The well-known tragedy of Imbrecourt and
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Hugonet occurs. Envoys from the states, they dare to accept
sioret instructions from the duchess to enter into private nego-
tiations with the French monarch, against their colleagues—
against the great charter—against their country. Louis betrays
them, thinking that policy the more expedient. They are
seized in Ghent, rapidly tried, and as rapidly beheaded by the
enraged burghers. Al the entreaties of the Lady Mary, who,
dressed in mourning garments, with dishevelled hair, unloosed
girdle, and streaming eyes, appears at te town-house and
afterwards in the market-place, humbly to intercede for her
servants, are fruitless. Thereis no help for the juggling di-
plomatists. The punishment was sharp. Was it more severe
and sudden than that which betrayed monarchs usually inflict?
Would the Flemings, at that critical moment, have deserved
their freedom had they not taken swift and signal vengeance
for thisfirstinfraction of their nowly-recogniscd rights? Had
it not been weskness to spare the traitors who had thus stained
the childhood of the national joy at liberty regained ?

IX.

Another step, and a wide one, into the great stream of
European history. The Lady Mary espouses the Archduke
Maximilian. The Netherlands are about to become Habsbursr
property. The Ghentersreject the pretensions of the Dauphin,
and select for husband of their duchess the very man whom
her father had so stupidly rejected. It had been awiser choice
for Charles the Bold than for the Netherlander. The marriage
takes place on the 18th August, 1477. Mary of Burgundy
passes from the guardianship of Ghent Burghers into that of
the emperor's son. The crafty husband allies himself with the
city party, feeling where the strength lies. He knows that the
voracious Kabbeljaws have at last swallowed the Hooks, and
run away with them. Promising himself future rights of re-
consideration, he isliberal in promisesto themunicipal party.
In the meautime he is governor and guardian of his wife and
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lier provinces. Hischildrenaretoinheritthe Netherlandsand|
all that therein is. What can be more consistent than laws of
descent, regulated by right divine? At the beginning of the
Century, good Philip dispossesses Jacqueline, because females
cannot inherit. At itsclose, his granddaughter succeeds to the
property, and transmits it to her children. Pope and emperor
maintain both positionswith equal logic. The policy and
promptness of Maximilian are as effective as the force and
fraud of Philip.

The Lady Mary falls from her horse and dies. Her son,
Philip, four years of ago, is recognised as successor. Thus the
house of Burgundy isfollowed by that of Austria, thefifth and
last family which governed Holland, previously totheerection
of the republic. Maximilian is recognised by provinces as
governor and guardian, during the minority of his children.
Flanders aonerefuses. The burghers, ever prompt in action,
take persona possession of the child Philip, and carry on the
government in hisname. A commission of citizens and nobles
thus maintain their authority against Maximilian for several
years. In 1488, the archduke, now king of the Romans, with a
small force of cavalry, attempts to take the city of Bruges, but
theresultisamortifying one to the Roman king. The citizens
of Brugestake him. Maximilian, with several councillors, is
kept a prisoner in a house on the market-place. The magis-
trates are all changed, the affairs of government conducted in
the name of the young Philip done. Meantime, the estates of
the other Netherlands assemble at Ghent; anxious, unfortu-
nately, not for the national liberty, but for that of the Roman
king. Already Holland, torn again by civil feuds, and blinded
by the artifices of Maximilian, had deserted, for a season, the
great cause to which Flanders hasremained so true. Atlast a
treaty is made between the archduke and the Flemings. Maxi-
milian is to be regent of the other provinces; Philip, under
guardianship of a council, is to govern Flanders. Moreover,
a congress of all the provincesis to be summoned annually, to
provide for the general welfare. Maximiliansignsad swears
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to the treaty on the 16th May, 1488. He swears, also, to
dismiss all foreign troops within four days. Giving hostages
for hisfidelity, he is set at liberty. What are oaths and
hostages when prerogative and the people are contending ?
Emperor Frederick sends to his son an army under the Duke
of Saxony. The oaths are broken, the hostages left to their
fate. The struggle lasts a year, but, at the end of it, the
Flemings are subdued. What could a single province effect,
when its sister states, even liberty-loving Holland, had basely
abandoned the common cause ? A new treaty is made (Oct.
1489). Maximilian obtains uncontrolled guardianship of his
son, absolute dominion over Flanders and the other provinces.
The insolent burghers are severely punished for remembering
that they had beenfreemen. The magistrates of Ghent, Bruges,
and Ypres, in black garments, ungirdled, bare-headed, and
kneeling, are compelled to implore the despot's forgiveness,
and to pay three hundred thousand crowns of gold as its price.
After this, for a brief season, order reigns in Flanders.

The course of Maximilian had been stealthy, but decided.
Allyinghimself with thecity party, he had crushed the nobles.
The power thus obtained he then turned against the burghers.
Step by step he had trampled out the liberties which his wife
and himself had sworn to protect. Ho had spurned the
autherity of the " Great Privilege," and all other charters.
Burgomasters and other citizens had been beheaded in great
numbers for appealing to their statutes against the edicts of
the regent, for voting in favour of a general congress accord-
ing to the unquestionable law. He had proclaimed that all
landed estates should, in lack of heirs male, escheat to his own
exchequer. He had debased the coin of the country, and
thereby autherised unlimited swindling on the part of all his
agents, from stadthelders down to the meanest official. If
such oppression and knavery did not
the Flemings to the guardianshi
difficult to find any reasonable
object submission to authority.
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In 1493, Maximilian succeedsto the imperial throne, at the
death of his father. In the following year his son, Philip the
Fair, now seventeen years of age, receives the homage of the
different states of the Netherlands, He swears to maintain
only the privileges granted by Philip and Charles of Burgundy,
or their ancestors, proclaiming null and void all these which
might have been acquired since the death of Charles. Holland,
Zeland, and the other provinces, accept him upon these con-
ditions, thusignominiously, and witheut astruggle, relinquish-
ing the Great Privilege, and all similar charters.

Frieslandis, for a brief season, politically separated from the
rest of the country. Harassed and exhausted by centuries of
warfare, foreign and domestic, the free Frisians, at the sugges-
tion or command of the Emperor Maximilian, elect the Dukeof
Saxony as their Podesta. The sovereign prince, naturally prov-
ing achief magistratefar from democratic, gets himself acknow-
ledged, or submitted to, soon afterwards, as legitimate sovereign
of Friesland. Seventeen yearsafterwards, Saxony sells the sove-
reignty to the Austrian house for 350,000 crowns. Thislittle
country, whose statutes proclaimed her to be "free as the wind
aslong asit blew," whose institutions Charlemagne had ho-
noured and left unmolested, who had freed herself with ready
poniard from Norman tyranny, who never bowed her neck to
feudal chieftain, nor to the papal yoke, now driven to madness
and suicide by the dissensions of her wild children, forfeits at
last her independent existence. All the provinces are thus
united in a common servitude, and regret, too | ate, their supine-
ness at a moment when their liberties might yet have been
vindicated. Their ancient and cherished charters are at the
mercy of an autocrat, and liable to be superseded by his edicts.

In 1496, the momentous marriage of Philip the Fair with
Joanna, daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Castile and
Aragon, issolemnised.  Of this union, in thefirst year of the
Century, is born the second Charlemagne, who is to unite Spain
and the Netherlands, together with so many vast and distant
realms, under asingle sceptre. Six years afterwards, (Septem-
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her 25, 1506,) Philip dies at Burgos. A handsome profligate,
devoted to his pleasures, and leaving the cares of state to his
ministers, Philip, " croit-conseil," is the bridge over which
the house of Habsburg passes to almost universal monarchy,
but, in himself, is nothing.

X.

Two prudent marriages, made by Austrian Archdukeswithin
twenty years, have altered the face of the earth. The stream,
which we have been tracing from its source, empties itself at
last into the ocean of aworld-empire. Count Dirk the First,
lord of a half-submerged corner of Europe, is succeeded by
Count Charles the Second of Holland, better known as Charles
the Fifth, King of Spain, Sicily and Jerusalem, Duke of Milan,
Emperor of Germany, Dominator in Asia and Africa, autocrat
of half the world. The leading events of his brilliant reign are
familiar to every child. The Netherlands now share the fate
of so large a group of nations,—a fate to these provinces, most
miserable. The weddingsof Austria Felix* were not so prolific
of happiness to her subjects as to herself. It can never seem
just or reasonable that the destiny of many millions of human
beings should depend upon the marriage settlements of one
man with one woman, and a permanent prosperous empire can
never be reared upon so frail a foundation. The leading
thought of the first Charlemagne was anoble and a useful one,
nor did his imperial scheme seem chimerical, even although
time, wiser than monarchs or lawgivers, wasto prove it imprac-
ticable. To weld into one great whole the various tribes of
Franks, Frisians, Saxons, Lombards, Burgundians, and others,
still in their turbulent youth, and still composing one great
Teutonic family; to enforce the mutual adhesion of naturally
coherent masses, all of one lineage, one language, one history,
and which were only beginning to exhibit their tendencies to
insulation; to acquiesce in avariety of local laws and customs,

" Bla gerant alii, tu felix Austria nube" etc. e.
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while aniron will was to concentrate a vast but homogeneous
people into a single nation; to raise up from the graveof cur-
nipt and buried Rome a fresh, vigorous, German, Christias
empire;—this was a reasonable and manly theught Far
different the conception of the second Charlemagne. To force
into discordant union tribes which, for seven centuries, had
developed themselves into hostile nations, separated by geo-
graphy and history, customs and laws; to combine many
millions under one sceptre, not because of natural identity, but
for the sake of composing one splendid family property ; to
establish unity by annihilating local institutions, to supersede
popular and liberal charters by the edicts of acentral despotism,
to do battlewith the whole spirit of an age, to regard the souls
aswell as thebodies of vast multitudes as the personal property
of oneindividual, to strive for the perpetuation in asingle house
of many crowns, which accident had blended, and to imagine
the consecration of the whole system by placing the pope's
triple diadem for ever on the imperial head of the Habsburgs ;
—all thiswas not the effort of a great, constructive genius,
but the selfish scheme of an autocrat.

The union of no two countries could be less likely to prove
advantageous or agreeable than that of the Netherlands and
Spain. They were widely separated geographically, while in
history, manners, and politics, they were utterly opposed to
each other. Spain, which had but just assumed the form of a
single state by the combination of all its kingdoms, with its
haughty nobles descended from petty kings, and arrogating
almost sovereign powers within their domains, with its fierce
enthusiasm for the Catholic religion, which in the course of
long warfare with the Saracens, had become the absorbing
characteristic of a whole nation, with its sparse population
scattered over awide and stern country, with a military spirit
which led nearly all dasses to prefer poverty to the wealth
attendant upon degrading pursuits of trade—Spain, with her
gloomy, martial, and exaggerated character, was the absolute
contrast of the Netherlands
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These provinces had been rarely combined into awhole, but
therewas natural affinity in their character, history, and posi-
tion. There was life, movement, bustling activity everywhere.
An energetic population swarmed in all the flourishing cities
which dotted the surface of a contracted and highly culti-
vated country. Their ships were the carriers for the world ;
their merchants, if invaded in their rights, engaged in vigo-
rous warfare with their own funds and their own frigates;
their fabrics were prized over the whole earth ; their burghers
possessed the wealth of princes, lived with royal luxury, and
exercised vast political influence; their love of liberty was
their predominant passion. Their religious ardour had not been
fully awakened; but the events of the next generation were to
prove that in no respect more than in the religious sentiment
were the two races opposed to each other. It was as certain
that the Netherlander would be fierce reformers, as that the
Spaniards would be uncompromising persecutors. Unhallowed
was the union between nations thus utterly contrasted.

Philip the Fair and Ferdinand had detested and quarrelled
with each other from the beginning. The Spaniards and
Flemings participated in the mutual antipathy, and hated
each other cordially at first sight. The unscrupulous avarice
of the Netherland nobles in Spain, their grasping and venal
ambition, enraged and disgusted the haughty Spaniards. This
international malignity furnishes one of the keys to a proper
understanding of the great revolt in the next reign.

-The provinces, now all united again under an emperor,
were treated, opulent and powerful as they were, as obscure
dependencies. The regency over them was entrusted by
Charles to his near relatives, who governed in the interest of
his house, not of the country. His course towards them upon
the religious question will be hereafter indicated. The political
character of his administration was typified, and, asit were,
dramatised, on the occasion of the memorable insurrection at
Ghent. For this reason, a few interior details concerning
that remarkable event seem requisite.
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XI.

Ghent was, in all respects, one of the most important cities
in Europe. Erasmus, who as a Hollander and a courtier, was
not likely to be partial to the turbulent Flemings, asserted
that there was no town in all Christendom to be compared to
it for size, power, political constitution, or the culture of its
inhabitants. It was, said one of its inhabitants at the epoch
of the insurrection, rather a commonwealth than acity. The
activity and wealth of its burghers were proverbial. The
bells were rung daily, and the drawbridges over the many
arms of the river intersecting the streets were raised, in order
that all business might be suspended, while the armies of
workmen were going to or returning from their labours. As
early as the fourteenth century, the age of the Arteveldes,
Froissart estimated the number of fighting men whom Ghent
could bring into the city at eighty thousand. The city, by
its jurisdiction over many largo but subordinate towns, dis-
posed of more than its own immediate population, which has
been reckoned as high as two hundred thousand.

Placed in the midst of well-cultivated plains, Ghent was sur-
rounded by strong walls, the external circuit of which measured
nine miles. Its streets and squares were spacious and elegant,
its churches and other public buildings numerous and splendid.
The sumptuous church of Saint John or Saint Bavon, where
Charles the Fifth had been baptized, the ancient castle whither
Baldwin Bras de For had brought the daughter of Charlesthe
Bold, the city hall with its graceful Moorish front, the well-
known belfry, where for three centuries had perched the dragon
sent by the Emperor Bal dwin of Flanders from Constantinople,
and where swung the famous Roland, whose iron tongue had
called thecitizens, generation after generation, to arms, whether
towin battles over foreign kings at the head of their chivalry,
or to plunge their swords in each other's breasts, were all con-
spicuous in the city, and celebrated in theland. Especially the
great bell was the object of the burghers' affection, and, gene-
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rally, of the sovereign's hatred; whileto all it seemed, asit were,
aliving historical personage, endowed with the human powers
and passions which it had so long directed and inflamed.

The constitution of the city was very free. Itwas alittle
republic in all but name. Its population was divided into
fifty-two guilds of manufacturers and into thirty-two tribes of
weavers, each fraternity electing annually or biennially itsown
deans and subordinate officers. The senate, which exercised
functions legislative, judicial, and administrative, subject, of
course, to the grand council of Mechlin and to the sovereign
authority, consisted of twenty-six members. These were ap-
pointed partly from the upper class, or the men who lived upon
their means, partly from the manufacturers in general, and
partly from the weavers. They were chosen by a college of
eight electors, who were appointed by the sovereign on nomi-
nation by the citizens. The whole city, in its collective
capacity, constituted one of the four estates (Membra) of the
province of Flanders. It is obvious that so much liberty of
form and of fact, added to the stormy character by which its
citizensweredistinguished, would be most offensivein the eyes of
Charles, and that the delinquencies of the little commonwealth
would be represented in the most glaring colours by all those
quiet souls who preferred the tranquillity of despotism to the
turbulence of freedom. The city claimed, moreover, the gene-
ral provisions of the " Great Privilege" of the Lady Mary, the
Magna Charta, which, according to the monarchical party, had
been legally abrogated by Maximilian. The liberties of the town
had dso been nominally curtailed by the " calf skin" (Kalf
Vel). By this celebrated document, Charles the Fifth, then
fifteen years of age, had been made to threaten with condicm
punishment all persons who should maintain that he had sworn
at his inauguration to observe any privileges or charters
claimed by the Ghenters before the peace of Cadsand.

The immediate cause of the discontent, the attempt to force
from Flanders a subsidy of four hundred thousand caroli, as
the third part of the twelve hundred thousand granted by the
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states of the Netherlands, and the resistance of Ghent, in oppo-
sition to the other three members of the province, will, of course,
bejudged differently, according as the sympathies are stronger
with popular rightsor with prerogative. The citizens claimed
that the subsidy could only be granted by the unanimous con-
sent of the four estates of the province. Among other proofs
of thistheir unquestionable right, they appealed to a muni-
ment, which had never existed, save intheimagination of the
credulous populace. At acertain remote epoch, one of the
Counts of Flanders, it was contended, had gambled away his
countship to the Earl of Holland, but had been extricated from
his dilemma by the generosity of Ghent. The burghers of the
town had paid the debts and redeemed the sovereignty of their
lord, and had thereby gained, in return, a charter, called the
Bargain of Flanders (Koop van Flandern). Amongthepri-
vileges granted by this document was an express stipulation
that no subsidy should ever be granted by the province with-
out the consent of Ghent.  This charter would have been con-
clusive in the present emergency, had it not laboured under the
disadvantage of never having existed. It was supposed by
many that the magistrates, some of whom were favourable to
government, had hidden the document. Lieven Pyl, an ex-
senator, was supposed to be privy to its concealment. He was
also, with morejustice, charged with an act of great baseness
and effrontery. Deputed by the citizensto carry to the Queen
Regent their positive refusal to grant the subsidy, he had, on
the contrary, given an answer, in their name, in the affirma-
tive. For these delinquencies, the imaginary and the real, ho
was inhumanly tortured and afterwards beheaded. " | know,
my children,” said ho upon the scaffold, " that you will bo
grieved when you have seen my blood flow, and that you will
regret me when it is too late" It does not appear, however,
that there was any especial reason to regret him, however san-
guinary the punishment which had requited his broken faith.
The mischief being thus afoot, the tongue of Roland and the
easily-excited spirits of the citizens, soon did therest. Ghent
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broke forth into open insurrection. They had been willing to
enlist and pay troops under their own banners, but they had
felt outraged at the enormous contribution demanded of them
for a foreign war, undertaken in the family interests of their
distantmaster. They could not find the " Bargain of Flanders,"
but they got possession of the odious " calf skin," which was
solemnly cut intwo by the dean of the weavers. It was then
torn in shreds by the angry citizens, many of whom paraded
the streets with pieces of the hated document stuck in their
caps, like plumes.  From these demonstrations they proceeded
tointrigues with Francisthe First. Herejected them, and gave
notice of their overtures to Charles, who now resolved to quell
theinsurrection at once. Franciswrote, begging that the Em-
peror would honour him by coming through France; "wishing
to assure you," said he, " my lord and good brother, by this
letter, written and signed by my hand, upon my honour, and
on the faith of a prince, and of the best brother you have, that
in passing through my kingdom every possible honour and hos-
pitality will be offered you, even as they could be to myself."
Certainly the French King, after such profuse and voluntary
pledges, to confirm which he, moreover, offered his two sons
and other great individuals as hostages, could not, without
utterly disgracing himself, have taken any unhandsome advan-
tage of the Emperor's presence in his dominions. The reflec-
tions often made concerning the high-minded chivalry of
Francis, and the subtle knowledge of human nature displayed
by Charles upon the occasion, seem, therefore, entirely super-
fluous. The Emperor came to Paris. " Here," says a citizen
of Ghent at the time, who has left a minute account of the
transaction upon record, but whose sympathieswere ludicrously
with the despot and against his own townspeople, "here the
Emperorwas received asif the God of Paradise had descended."
On the 9th of February, 1540, ho left Brussels; on the 14th he
came to Ghent. His entrance into the city lasted more than six
hours. Four thousand lancers, one thousand archers, five thou-
sand halberdmen and musqueteers composed his body-guard.
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all armed to the teeth and ready for combat. The Emperor
rode in their midst, surrounded by " cardinals, archbishops,
bishops, and other great ecclesiastical lords," so that theterrors
of the Church were combined with the panoply of war to
affright the souls of the turbulent burghers. A brilliant train
of “ dukes, princes, earls, barons, grand masters, and seignors,
together with most of the Knights of the Fleece," were, accord-
ing to the testimony of the same eye-witness, in attendance
upon his Majesty. This unworthy son of Ghent was in ec-
stasies with the magnificent display on the occasion. Therewas
such a number of " grand lords, members of sovereign houses,
bishops, and other ecclesiastical dignitaries, going about the
streets, that," as the poor soul protested with delight, " there
was nobody dse to be met with." Especialy the fine clothes
of these distinguished guests excited his warmest admiration.
It was wonderful to behold, he said, " the nobility and great
richness of the princes and seignors, displayed aswell in their
beautiful furs, martins and sables, as in the great chains of
fine gold which they wore twisted round their necks, and the
pearls and precious stones in their bonnets and otherwise, which
they displayed in great abundance. It was a very triumphant
thing to see them thus richly dressed and accoutred.”

An idea may be formed of the size and wealth of the city at
this period, from the fact that it received and accommodated
sixty thousand strangers, with their fifteen thousand horses,
upon the occasion of the Emperor's visit. Charles allowed a
month of awful suspense to intervene between his arrival and
vengeance. Despair and hope alternated during the interval.
On the 17th of March, the spell was broken by the execution
of nineteen persons, who were executed as ringleaders. On
the 29th of April he pronounced sentence upon the city. The
hall where it was rendered was open to all comers, and graced
by the presence of the Emperor, the Queen Regent, and the
great functionaries of Court, Church, and State. The decree,
now matured, was read at length. It annulled all the charters,
privileges, and laws of Ghent It confiscated all its public pro-
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perty, rents, revenues, houses, artillery, munitions of war, and,
infgeneral, everything which the corporation, or the traders,
each and all, possessad in common. In particular, the great
bell Roland was condemned and sentenced to immediate re-
moval. It was decreed that the four hundred thousand florins,
which had caused the revolt, should forthwith be paid, to-
gether with an additional fine by Ghent of one hundred and
fifty thousand, besides six thousand a year for ever after. In
place of their ancient and beloved constitution, thus annihilated
at a blow, was promulgated a new form of municipal govern-
ment of the simplest kind : according to which, all officerswere
in future to be appointed by himself; and the guilds to be
reduced to half their number, shorn of all political power,
and deprived entirely of self-government. It was, moreover,
decreed that the senators, their pensionaries, clerks, and secre-
taries, thirty notable burghers, to be named by the Emperor,
with the great dean and second dean of the weavers, all dressed
in black robes, without their chains, and bare-headed, should
appear upon an appointed day, in company with fifty persons
from the guilds, and fifty others, to be arbitrarily named, in
their shirts, with halters upon their necks. This large number
of deputies, as representatives of the city, were then to fall
upon their knees before the Emperor, say in a loud and intel-
ligible voice, by the mouth of one of their clerks, that they
were extremely sorry for the disloyalty, disobedience, infrac-
tion of laws, commotions, rebellion, and high treason, of which
they had been guilty, promise that they would never do the
like again, and humbly implore him, for the sake of the Passion
of Jesus Christ, to grant them mercy and forgiveness.

Thethirdday of May was appointed for the execution of the
sentence. Charles, who was fond of imposing exhibitions, and
prided himself upon arranging them with skill, was deter-
mined that this occasion should be long remembered by all
burghers throughout his dominions who might be disposed to
insist strongly upon their municipal rights. The streets were
alivewith troops: cavalry andinfantry in great numbers keep-

VOL. I. E
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ing strict guard at every point throughout the whole extent of
the city ; for it was known that the hatred produced by the
sentence was most deadly, and that nothing but an array of
invincible force could keep these hostile sentiments in check.
The senators in their black mourning robes, the other deputies
in linen sheets, bare-headed, with halters upon their necks, pro-
ceeded, at the appointed hour, from the senate-house to the
imperial residence. High on his throne, with the Queen
Regent at his side, surrounded by princes, prelates, and nobles,
guarded by his archers and halberdiers, his crown on his head
and his sceptre in his hand, the Emperor, exalted, sat. The
senators and burghers, in their robes of humiliation, knelt in
the dust at his feet. The prescribed words of contrition and
of supplication for mercy were then read by the pensionary,
all the deputiesremaining upon their knees, and many of them
crying bitterly with rage and shame. " What principally
distressed them," said the honest citizen, whose admiration
for the brilliant accoutrement of the princes and prelates has
been recorded, " was to have the halter on their necks, which
they found hard to bear, and, if they had not been compelled,
they would rather have died than submittoit."

As soon as the words had been all spoken by the pensionary,
the Emperor, whose cue was now to appear struggling with
mingled emotions of reasonable wrath and of natural benignity,
performed his part with much dramatic effect. " Heheld him-
self coyly for alittletime,” saysthe eye-witness, " without say-
ing aword; deporting himself as though he were considering
whether or not he would grant the pardon for which the cul prits
had prayed." Then the Queen Regent enacted her share in the
show. Turning to his Majesty, " with all reverence, honour,
and humility, she begged that he would concede forgiveness,
in honour of his nativity, which had occurred in that city."

Upon this the Emperor " made afine show of benignity,"
and replied " very sweetly," that in consequence of his " fra-
ternal love for her, by reason of hisbeing agentle and virtuous
prince, who preferred mercy to the rigour of justice, and in
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view of their repentance, he would accord his pardon to the
citzens."

The Netherlands, after this issue to the struggle of Ghent,
were reduced, practically, to avery degraded condition. The
form of local self-government remained, but its spirit, when
invoked, only arose to be derided. The supreme court of
Mechlin, as in the days of Charles the Bold, was again placed
in despotic authority above the ancient charters. Was it
probable that the lethargy of provinces, which had reached so
high a point of freedom only to be deprived of it at last, could
endure for ever? Was it to be hoped that the stern spirit of
religious enthusiasm, allying itself with the keen instinct of
civilliberty, would enduethe provinces with strength to throw
off the Spanish yoke ?

X1,

It is impossible to comprehend,the character of the great
Netherland revolt in the sixteenth century without taking a
rapid retrospective survey of the religious phenomena exhibited
in the provinces. The introduction of Christianity has been
already indicated. From the earliest times, neither prince,
people, nor even prelates were very dutiful to the Pope. As
the papal authority made progress, strong resistance was often
made to its decrees. The Bishops of Utrecht were dependent
for their wealth and territory upon the good will of the Em-
peror. They were the determined opponents of Hildebrand,
warm adherents of the Hohenstaufers—Ghibelline rather than
Guelph. Heresy was a plant of early growth in the Nether-
lands. As early as the beginning of the twelfth century, the
notorious Tanchelyn preached at Antwerp, attacking the
authority of the Pope and of all other ecclesiastics ; scoffing
at the ceremonies and sacraments of the Church.  Unless his
character and career have been grossly misrepresented, he
was the most infamous of the many impostors who have so
often disgraced the cause of religious reformation. By more
than four centuries, he anticipated the licentiousness and



68 THE RISE OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC.

greediness manifested by a series of fase prophets, and was
the first to turn both the stupidity of a populace and the
viciousness of a priesthood to his own advancement—an
ambition which afterwards reached its most signal expression
in the celebrated John of Leyden.

The impudence of Tanchelyn and the superstition of hisfol-
lowers seem alike incredible. All Antwerp was his harem.
Helevied, likewise, vast sums upon his converts, and whenever
he appeared in public, his apparel and pomp were befitting
an emperor. Three thousand armed satellites escorted his
steps, and put to death all who resisted his commands. So
grovelling became the superstition of his followers that they
drank of the water in which he had washed, and treasured it as
a divine elixir. Advancing still further in his experiments
upon human credulity, he announced his approaching marriage
withtheVirgin Mary, bade all his disciplesto the wedding,
and exhibited himself before an immense crowd in company
with an image of his holy bride. He then ordered thepeople
to provide for the expenses of the nuptials and the dowry of
his wife, placing a coffer upon each side of the image, to
receive the contributions of either sex. Which is the most
wonderful manifestation in the history of this personage—
the audacity of the impostor, or the bestiality of his victims ?
His career was so successful in the Netherlands that he had
the effrontery to proceed to Rome, promulgating what ho
called his doctrines as he went. He seemsto have been assas-
sinated by a priest in an obscure brawl, about the year 1115.

By the middle of the twelfth century, other and purer here-
siarchs had arisen. Many Netherlander became converts to
the doctrines of Waldo. From that period until the appearance
of Luther, a succession of seets—Waldenses, Albigenses, Per-
feetists, Lollards, Poplicans, Arnaldists, Bohemian Brothers—
waged perpetual but unequal warfare with the power and de-
