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PREFACE,

FROM time out of mind, South India was the home of three
great dynasties and Kings, the Cheras, the Cholas and the Pandyas.
The territory belonging to these three was collectively known as
Tamilagam ox Tamilnadu. It stretched from the Venkata Hills (Tiru-
pati) in the north to Cape Comorin inthe south, while the seas enclosed
it in the eastern and western directions. Tamzlagam or Tamil India
knew no subjugation by foreign invaders ; its ancient sovereignty as

is well known, finds eloquent expression in the Asokan inscriptions.

Of the three crowned heads to whom this sovereign land be-
longed, the Cheras stand pre-eminent and are invariably mentioned
first among the Tamil kings. What may be the reasons for this special
eminence of the Cheras ? The wide expanse of the Kerala country,
the fertility of its soil, the heroism of its warriors and the far-famed
maunificence of its monarchs obviously entitled the Cheras to this pride
of place. While the Pandya and the Chola Kingdoms comprised only
fifty-six and twenty-four zadams * respectively, the Chera country is
stated‘ 'vto extend to eighty kadams, an area equal to that of both the
Pandya and Chola Kingdoms put together. No better testimony to the
fertility of theChera Kingdom can be found than Sekkilar who smgs
in bis Peria-Prvanam:

“ The infinite wealth borne in by the waves of the sea, the

* A kadam is equivalent to about 4 miles.
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fertility of the cultivated soil. and the riches of the hills

mingle together in riotous excess in the Malainadu. *

The heroism and the never-failing bounty of the Cheras are

frequentiy celebrated in early literature.

Passing in review the literature in Tamil specifically devoted
to the Cheras, we find that the eight Sangam classics known as Ezzuz-
tokat very often sing their praises. The Patirrupparin numbered among
the eight classics, is exclusively devoted to the description of the
glories of the Cheras, their matchless prowess in war and endless
generosity in peace. In the epic ot the Silappadikaram, the whole
of the third canto is concerned with the memorable exploits of a great
Chera King, Senkuttuvan, Of the country and the capital towns of
the Cheras, their chiefs in battle, and allied kings owing allegiance
to them or claiming kinship with them, we have many descriptions in
the various ancient collections of songs that have beea handed down
to us. Even a casual stady of this mass of literature is enough to
convince us of the unique position that the Cleras occupied in the
life of Tamilagam. It is indeed true that proverbially the credit goes
to the Pandyas for their patronage of Tamil. But to any one who
reads the anecdotes and traditions of the princely benefactions of the
Cheras spread throughout Tamil literature, it will appear equally
true that the Chieras were second to none in their patronage of the
Tamii language. It is particularly noteworthy that the Sangam verses
about the Chera monarchs are far greater in number than those
relating to the other Tamil kings. Likewise, the number of songs
sung by Chera kings in their individual capacity is very considerable.

# The Chera country is familiarly known as Malainadu and
Malaimandalam, the land of the mountains-
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If all the songs sung by varions poets on Chera kings and
allied chiefs including songs by the kings themselves were brought
together for coordinated study, I felt that it would prove a beautiful
and perhaps a monumental anthology. The authorities of the
University of Travancore were kind enough to approve of my pro-
posal to compile this work and gave me all encouragement in its

prepatation.

This anthology is divided into three major sections: the
Sangam Agé, the Middle Period and the Later Period. Poems
relating to the Sangam Age included in the present volume have
been classified under five smaller sections for the sake of convenience:
(i) Poems on the Chera Kings, (ii) Poems by the Chera Kings,
(iii) Poems on the kinsmen of the Chera Kings, (iv) Poems on the Chera
country, towns, etc. and (v) Poems relating to allied kings and
chiefs reigning over Chera territory. The Patirruppattu, the
Vangikkandam of the Silappadikaram, as well as the Palaikkali
ot Chevaman Perunkadungo figure in this volame. Apart from
these, all songs of Chera interest ascribed to various poets in the
Sangam works h.ve been selected and strung together., Three
hundred and forty 'ae stanzas have been thus collected and arrangea

according to chronological sequence.

The present collections relating to the Sangam epoch is
only the first volume of the Anthology of Poems on the Cheras.
Poems relating to the middle and later periods will be included
in later volumes of the series.

Considerations of space have prevented my writing a full com-
mentary on all the poems now collected. I have contented myself
with appropriate explanatory notes and comments. These will,
I hope, serve the purpose, indicating the import of the songs as well

as points of special literary, historical or cultural jinterest. I have
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also added a note on the history of the Chera kings, and explanatory
glossaries on words and names of persons and places. These will,
I believe, serve to give the necessary background to the understand-

ing of the poems,

While expressing my gratefulness to the authorities of the
University of Travancore for enabling this compilation to be made,
I cannot refrain from adding that they have placed the entire Tamil
public within and without the Travancore State under a deep debt of
gratitude by the publication of this work. It issneedless to add that
an anthology of this type will bring home to us the culture and
civilization of ancient Kerala, of which we may justly feel proud.

I'have to acknowledge with thanks the useful service that
Pandit Krishna Ayyangar of the Research Department did both in the
preparation of the manuscript and getting it printed, My thanks are
also due to Vidvan Veerabhadra Chettiar, M. A., L, T., formerly
Research Assistant under me, for his enthusiastic assistance in the
course of the work, and to Mr. N, Padmanabha Ayyangar,,
Proprietor, Bhaskara Press, for the excellent get-up of the book.

Univetsity of Travancore,
Trivandrum. } M. RAGHAVA AYYANGAR.
1-10-19417.
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