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THE GROWTHS OF CIVILIZATIONS

A. THE PROBLEM OF THE GROWTHS OF
CIVILIZATIONS

The Arrested Civilizations

N giving this chapter its title, are we not begging a question?

And, if the question is raised, can we really maintain that the
growths of civilizations present aproblem at al? The problem of
the genesss of civilizations is another matter. That problem is
genuine beyond all doubt; and our attempts to solve it have exer-
cised our minds severely. But if we may venture to suppose that
these efforts have had any substantial measure of success, do we
need to seek further? For does not any solution of the problem of
birth dispose of the problem of growth a priori ? When birth isonce
achieved, doesnot growth follow of itselt? Thisisaquestion which
hasto be answered if our titleisto stand. L et usturn, for an answer,
to eterlj? empirical method of inquiry which has often stood usin good
stead.

If wetakeasurvey of civilizationsthat have duly cometo birth—
in contrast to those embryonic civilizations that have miscarried—
do we find, as a matter of fact, that they have invariably grown
thereafter in wisdom and in stature ? Frequently—perhaps usually
—they have gone on growing, no doubt. Our twenty-one speci-
mens of this pecies of societies are cases in point.  For although,
inour day, all but seven of the twenty-one are extinct, and although
the majority of these seven are now unmistakably in decay, it is
evident, on the other hand, that even the shortest-lived and least
successful of these twenty-one societies did achieve at least some
measure of growth after it had come to birth. But the twenty-one
developed civilizations' and the four abortive civilizations? are not
the only examples of civilizations that an empirical survey reveds
to us. If we now look further, we shall come across specimens of
yet athird class Weshall find examplesof civilizationswhich have
not been abortive yet have not developed either, but have been
arrested after birth. It isthe existence of these arrested civilizations
that justifies the title of the present chapter by presenting the
problem which we have now set oursaves to solve. The first step

i Seethelistinvol. i, on p. 133, above.

* The Abortive Far Western Christian. Abortive Far Eastern Christian, Abortive
Scandinavian, and Abortive Syriac. (See IL D (vii), vol. ii, pp. 322-04. above.)



a THE PROBLEM OF THE GROWTHS OF CIVILIZATIONS
towards solving it will be to collect as many pedmens of arrested
civilizations as we can.

We can readily lay hands on half a dozen spedmens of the kind.
Among the civilizations that have come to birth in response to
physcal challenges, there are the Polynesans and the Esquimaux
and the Nomads. And, among the clvilizations that have come to
birth in reponse to human challenges, there are certain peculiar
communities, like the '‘Osmanlisin the Orthodox Christian World
or the Spartansin the Hellenic Wor Id, which have been called into
exigence by local accentuations of the prevalent human challenges
when these have been keyed up, through peculiar drcumstances, to
pitches of unusual severity. These are all of them examples of
arrested civilizations, and we can s at once that they all present a
picture of the same general predicament.

All thexe arreged civilizations alike have been immobilized in
conseguence of having attempted, and achieved, a tour deforce.
They are repongss to challenges of an order of severity on thevery
borderline between a degree that ill affords some stimulus and 2
degree that brings into operation the law of dlmlnlshlng returns!

Intheimagery of our fable of theclimbers pitch,? therepresenta-
tives of the arrested civilizations are like dimbers who happen to
have garted to scalethe precipicein places wherethey are brought
up short, at an early gage, againg beetling projections on the face
of the diff. In these drcumgances a timid or a dumsy climber
might have logt his hold and fallen, while a more prudent or aless
obginate climber might have redescended to the ledge from which
he had just taken off, in order to try his fortune again at another
point, or dseto rest, unambitioudy, from hislabours. These actual
climbers, however, have been nether defeated, nor daunted, nor
inspired with that wisdom which isthe better part of valour, by the
unexpected and formidable obgtades that they have encountered.
They have acoepted their challengeasthey havefound it, gragped the
projecting rock, and levered themsdves over it, outwards and up-
wards, with a movement of magnificent audacity and vigour and
skill. But though the gestureismagnificent, it isnot good climbing;
for it entails a consaguence which the expert climber is ever on the
look out to forese and to avoid. The expert climber is on his
guard againg making any movethat will preclude him from moving
on; and our over-audacious dimbers cannat bresk this rule with
impunity. They grapple with the jutting crag, only to find them-

* |In concrete terms, the?/ are reponses to challenges of an intermediate degree of
severity between the challenge that stimulated the Achaeans to create the Hellenic
Civilisation and the challenges which were just too severe to allow the Irish and the
Norsemen to bring the Abortive Far Western Christian and the Abortive Scandinavian

C|V|I|sat|on to birth.
* Seel | .B,vol.i, pp. 192-5, above.
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$Hves the next moment, clinging to the crag's projecting face in a
rigid posture from which they dare not budge. Their superabun-
dant skill and vigour and boldnessisnow all absorbed in a supreme
effort to save themsdves from falling, and they have no purchase,
and no margin of energy, for climbing on until they have rounded
the formidable projection and reached a normal surface again.
Their motto—and eventual epitaph—is'J'y *is,j'y rete. They
are performing an agonishing acrobatic feat, but afeat in therealm
of Satics and not in the realm of Dynamics. In fact, thee arrested
civilizations, unlike the primitive societies are real indances of
'peoples that have no history'.* Immobility is their unalterable
posture, solong asthey arewhat they are. They becomewhat they
are by grappling with the projecting crag; they remain what they
are by gripping the crag so dose that their once free and supple
bodies mould themsdves siffly into all the contours of the rock;
and they oeae to be what they are when they ether turn to gone
and merge into the crag to which they have clung, or dse drop,
like a sone, from exhaudtion.

This common posture of perilous immobility at high tension
may be observed, in the several examplesthat we have cited, under
the widest variety of conditions.

ThePalynesans, for ingance, ventured upon thetour deforce of
Oceanic voyaging. Their skill was to perform these supendous
voyagesin frail open cances Their penalty hasbeen toremainin an
exact equilibrium with the Padific—jugt ableto arossitsvast empty
spaces but never ableto crassthem with any margin of security or
ease—Uuntil theintolerabletension hasfound itsown relief by going
dack, with the conssquence that these former peers of the Minoans
and the Vikings have degenerated into incarnations of the L otus-
Eaters’ and the Doasyoulikes® loosing their grip upon the Ocean
and redgning themselves to be marooned, each in his own insular
paradise, until the Western mariner comes at last from the ends of
the Earth to exterminate them ashe exterminatesthe Arctic hunters
sls or the prairie hunters bison.* We need not dwell here upon
the Polynesans latter end, snce we have touched upon it already
apropos of Eager 1dand.”

! For the unrecorded, but not unenacted, history of the primitive societies, in the
Yan }%c}é\gtgbv(\;i\)lech must have preceded their present Yin-state, see |. C (iii) (e), vol. i,
PP el D ), vol.ii, pp. 22-3, above.

Sseel .D%l),vol.ll,pp.25-31,ab0ve.

The decimation of the Polynesians by the Western 'beach-combers has not, of
course, been deliberate; vet the bullet and the harpoon which have done such execution
among the non-human fauna of North America are not so deadly to Primitive M an aa
the germs of contagious diseases which the Westerner involuntarily brings—not to speak
of the profound devitalizing influence which the Westerner's very spiritual presence

exerts upon the Primitive who suddenly comes into social contact with him.
>Seel | . D (i), vol.ii, pp. 12-15, above.
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The Esguimaux

Asfor the Esquimaux, 'the Palaeeskimo Culture was an original
North I ndian form of culture, thewinter side of which had become
specially and stron(_fly developed by adaptation to the winter ice of
the Arctic Ocean. ... The essential impulse to the development of
the Eskimo Culture did not come until the Eskimo accustomed
themselves to stay at or on the seaice in the winter and hunt seals'?
This was the Esguimaux’s tour deforce; and the stimulus which
excited them to achieve it seems, on the whole, more likely to have
been the attraction of economic advantage than the pressure of
human aggressors.

"1t might be asked whether the pre-Eskimo advancetowardsthenorth,
tothe Tundra and the Archipelago, took place voluntarily or was dueto
pressure from southern neighbours. One will probably never be able
to decide the question. But... it isto be strongly emphasized that life
at the Arctic sea-coad, far from indicating a sep backwards, in reality
indicated a step forwards as regards economy, inasmuch as in addition
to the hunting of terrestrial mammals and summer fishing in the fresh
waters, which was already known, the practice of hunting aquatic mam-
mals was acquired as compensation for the ice fishing on lakes and
sreams. The contrast between this fishing on the ice of lakes, which
was only resorted to in times of need, and the sea ice hunting of seals
gives a kind of sandard of progress. One can then very well imagine
that no presaure has been necessary, but that the pre-Eskimo have been
tempted on to the coagts of the Arctic Ocean by natural conditions.®

Whatever the historical incentive may have been, it is evident
that, at some point in their history, the forefathers of the Esqui-
maux grappled audacioudly with the Ar ctic environment and adapted
their life to its exigencies with consummate skill.

"It is[the] natural conditionsin the [Arctic] Archipeago, or, to put
it more exactly, in the coag and sea regions between the mainland and
the idands, which have been able to force a dow hunting people such as
the ancient Eskimo must have been to undertake so thorough a cultural
change as that which the modification of the Eskimo Culture mugt
necessarily have required.'*

The skill evoked in the Esgquimaux by this formidable problem of
adaptation isjustly celebrated. 'Asregards certain dexterities, th
really furnish an example of the utmost effort of human ability' ;
and, to prove the point, it is only necessary to recite the catalogue

* Stcensby, H. P.: An Anthropological Study of the Ori6qin of the Eskimo Culture «
Sagrtryk af Meddelelser om Grenland Liii (Copenhagen 1916, Lunos), p. 186.
3 Steensby, op. cit., p. 205. ] 3 Steensby, op. cit., p. 206.
¥ Steensby, op. cit., p. 168. For the evolution of the Esquimaux’s most characteristic
iece of technical apparatus, the kayak or sealskin canoe, from the North American
ndian birch-bark canoe, see auct. cit., op. cit., p. 162.
s Steensby, op. cit., p. 41.
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of the material appliances which the Esquimaux have elaborated or
invented: 'kayak, umiak (women's boat), harpoon, and bird-dart
with throwing board, the three-pronged salmon spear, the com-
pound bow, strengthened by a backing of sinews, the dog dedge,
the snow shoe, the winter house and snow house with the lamps for
burningblubber oil, and the platform, the summer tent, and lastly
the skin garments/*

These are the outward and visible sgns of an amazing feat of wit
and will; yet
'in certain directions, for ingtance as regards social organization, the
Eskimo display somewhat inferior development. But it is a quegtion
whether this inferior social differentiation is due to primitiveness, or
whether it is not rather a result of the natural conditions under which
the Eskimo have lived from time immemorial. No degp knowledge of
the Eskimo Cultureis needed to ssethat it is a culture which has been
obliged to employ an immensdly large part of its force smply to develop
the means wher ewith to gain alivelihood.'*

The penalty which the Esquimaux have had to pay for their
audacity in grapplingwith the Arctic environment and compelling
it to yield up its latent economic riches, has been the rigid con-
formation of their life to the annual cycle of the Arctic climate.
"All the bread-winners of thetribe are obliged to carry on different
occupations at the different seasons of the year' ;* and the tyranny
of Arctic Nature imposes almost as exacting a time-table upon the
Arctic hunter asisimposed on any factory worker of the temperate
zone by the human tyranny of 'scientific management',* A dis-
tinguished student of the Eskimo Culture has made out this time-
table, in two local variants, as follows:®

Arctic Eskimo Culture.

) Principal .
Season. | Place of Abode. Occupation. I mplements. Dwelling.
Winter Inthebeginning | Hunting on the | Dog sedge, Har-| In the beginnin
of winter, the | s ice. poon. of winter, eart
coast land,; later house; later in
in the winter, thewinter, snow
the s ice. house.
Summer | Inland. Huntingonland | Kayak, Lance, | Tent.
and fishing in | Bow and Arrow,
rivers. Salmon Spear.

1 Steensby, op. cit., p. 43. For a systematic and detailed survey of the ingenuities by

which the ESquimaux have ad
Jr.,E. M .: TheEskimos: Their

verzsity Press), ch. iv.

Steensby, op. cit., p. 42.

o strictly regulated

s Steensby, op. cit., pp. 157-8. Comparethemore
on pp. 80-2 (fi
of Eskimos'in

ted their life to their physical environment, see Weyer
nvironment and Folkways (New Haven 1932, YaleUni-

3 Steensby, op. cit., p. 156,
*There is hardlﬁ another people in the world whose self-maintenance mores are

y the changes in the seasons' Wgyer, op. cit., p. 70*

. 15 aborate chart in Weyer
%.1 11),§th|ch illustrates the author's account of the 'Seasonal Life-Cycle
ch.v, § 1.

er. op. Cit.,
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Sub-Arctic Eskimo Culture.

) Principal
Season. | Place of Abode. Occupation. Implements. Dwelling.
Winter The coast. HuntinginKa- Kayak,Harpoon,|  Earth house.
yaks. Umiak.
Summer | Inland (otherwise| Inland hunting, | Kayak, Lance,| Tent.
the coast). fishing inrivers.| Salmon Spear,
Bow and
Arrow.

Another Western anthropologist, who has lived through this
Arctic annual cycle himself by sharing the life of the Esquimaux of
Coronation Gulf, has described the sharp transition from one
seasonal rhythm to another as he encountered it in his own personal
experience.

‘A fortnight's fishing exhausted the bay and compdled us to make
another move. It mattered little which way we turned, for every ridge
bounded a lake that contained both trout and salmon. But snce the
total catch would be greater if we scattered our forces and settled on
different lakes the families separated. . . .

'This digpersal of the individual families completed one-half of the
grange cyde through which the Eskimos pased year after year. They
reacted to the ssasons to their congantly changing environment, more
than mog of the inhabitants of our globe. The problem of obtaining
life's badc needs—food, clothing, and shelter—Ieft little time for other
thoughts; and the sels and caribou, that furnished them with food,
furnished as the materials for clothing and tents. In winter, when the
land lay bareand slent beneath the snow, when the caribou had migrated
south, when thetwilight hourswer ebrief and the nightslong, the natives
had banded together into tribes, and tribe combined with tribe to wrest
a precarious livelihood from the frozen s by united effort. Food had
been common to all, and their snow-houses had adjoined each other so
closdy that the families ssemed absorbed in thegroup. With thereturn-
ing sun and lengthening days, Natur e had recalled itslife ;* the sals had
appeared on top of the ice, the caribou had come northward again, and
the tribes of Eskimos had broken up into little bands. For atime they
had lingered on theiceto hunt more seals, then, turning landward, they
had pursued the caribou over the snow-covered hills and plains. Now
the show was vanishing, the caribou had scattered, and fish alone pro-
vided aaurelivelihood until midsummer. So my party, like many another
throughout the country, was dividing into its congituent households,
each of which now toiled for itself alone. The tribe no_longer existed,;
Society had dissolved into its first dement, the family. '

As we ponder over the scene which is here so vividly depicted,

! Weyer points out, in op. cit., on pp. 20 and 28-0, that in the Esquimaux'® habitat
the transition from winter to summer is abrupt, while the transition from summer tp
wipter isrelatively gradual —A.J.T. )

i%qge?s D.: The People of the Twilight (New York 1928, Macmillan Company),
pp. 136-7.
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we may be inclined to ak oursdves whether the Esquimaux are
the Magersof Arctic Natureor her daves We shall meet with an
eguivalent quegtion, and find it equally difficult to answer, when
we come to examine the lives of the Spartans and the 'Osmanlis.
Meanwhile, we have still to consder the fate of another arresed
civilization which has been evoked by a physcal challenge, before
we pass on to examinethase which human challenges have brought
to birth.

TheNomads

Thetour deforceof the Esgquimaux has been to take up thechal-
lenge of the | ce and the tour deforce of the Polynesansto take up
the challenge of the Ocean. The Nomad, who has taken up the
challenge of the Seppe, has had the audacity to grapple with an
equally intractable eement; and indeed, from the soca (as dis-
tinct from the physographical) point of view, the Steppe, with its
aurface of grass and gravel, actually bears a greater resemblance to
'the unharvested s~ than it bearsto terra firmathat is amenable
to hoe or plough. Seppe-surface and water-surface have this in
common, that they are both accessble to Man only as a pilgrim
and asojourner. Nether offers him anywhere on its broad expanse
(apart from the idands and cass) a place where he can res the
e of his foot and settle down to a ssdentary exigence. Both
provide grikingly greater facilities for travel and transport than
those parts of the Earth's surface upon which human communities
areaccusomed tolivein permahence;;® but both exact (asthe penalty
for trespassing upon them) the necessity of congantly 'moving on’,
or ds 'moving off their surface altogether and finding some
ganding ground upon terra firma somewhere beyond the coeds
which respectively surround them. Thusthereisareal smilarity
between the Nomadic horde which annually follows the same or bit
of summer and winter pasure-ranges, and the fishing-fleet which
cruisss from bank to bank according to the season; between the
convoy of merchantmen which exchanges the products of the
opposte shores of the sea, and the camd-caravan by which the
opposite shores of the Steppe are linked with one another; between
thewater pirateand the desart raider; and between those explosve
movements of population which impel Norsemen or Minoans or
Crusadersto take to their ships and to break like tidal waves upon
the coads of Europe or the Levant, and those other movements
which impéd Imaoshagh or Arabsor Scythsor Turksor Mongolsto

! 'Unharvested {Erpeyeros) is one of the stock epithets of the seain the Homeric Epics
2 For the light thrown upon this question of relative ‘conductivity' by a study of the
geographical distribution of languages, see 1 1 | . A, Annex |, below.
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swing out of their annual orbit on the Steppe and to break, with
equal violence and equal suddenness, upon the settled lands of
Egyptor I ragor Russaor Indiaor China.

It will be seen that the Nomads', like the Polynesians and the
Esquimaux's, response to the challenge of Physical Natureis a tour
de force ; and in the case of the Nomads the historical incentive to
this tour deforce is not, asin the case of the Esquimaux, altogether
a matter of conjecture. We are entitled to infer that Nomadism
was evoked by the same challenge that evoked the Egyptiac and
the Sumeric civilizations and that drove the forefathers of the
Shilluk and the Dinka into Equatoria and the forefathers of the
Norsemen into Scandinavia. Nomadism, likewise, may be conceived
as having arisen in response to the searching challenge of desicca-
tion; and we have touched upon its possible origins already in-
cidentally, in inquiring into the origins of the fluvial cultures.” The
originsof theNomadic Civilization, aswell asthose of the sedentary
civilizationswhich havearisen in thesamearid zone, areilluminated
by the discoveries of modern Western Archaeology ;% and the clear-
est light which we have upon Nomadism, up to date, has been
thrown by the researches of the Pumpelly Expedition in the Trans-
caspian oasis of Anau :* a site in the extreme south-western corner
of the Eurasian Steppe, at the foot of the north-eastern escarpment
of thelranian Plateau.

In the Transcaspian oases, as in the river-valleys of the L ower
Tigrisand Euphratesand the Lower Nile,* wefind the challenge of
desiccation, in its first incidence, stimulating certain communities
which had formerly lived entirely by huntingto eke out their liveli-
hood under less favourable conditions by taking to a rudimentary
form of agriculture.

"With the gradual shrinking in dimensons of habitable areas and the
disappearance of herds of wild animals, M an, concentrating on the cass
and forced to conquer new means of support, began to utilize the native
plants; and from among these he learned to use seads of different grassss
growing on the dry land and in marshes at the mouths of larger sreams

j Seel 1. C(ii) (6) 2 val.i, pp. 30.1-5, above. ) ) )

On this point, a cautionary note has been communicated to the writer of this Study
b?/ Mr. G. r. Hudson: 'Nomadism has to be carefully distinguished from the keeping
of domestic animals by sedentary folk, and the archaeological evidence only refers to the
latter. | think it isvery probable that both intensive agriculture and animal-domestica-
tion began in cases as aresult of a process of desiccation, namely the dry|nfg-up of North
Africa, Arabia, and | ran when the climatic belts shifted north at theend of thelce Age—
though even thisis rather conjectural. Nomadism, on the other hand, was a develop-
ment about which we have not, and cannot have, satisfactory archaeological evidence.'

J Pumpellv, R.: Explorationsin Turkestan: Expedition of 1003 = Carnegie | nstitution
Publication No. 26 (Washington, D.C., 1905, Carnegie Institution )auctor idem:

Explorations in Turkestan: Expedition of 1904: Prehistoric Civilizations of Anau —
Carr?e();lel nstitution Publication No. 73 (Washington, D.C., 1908, Carnegiel nstitution,
a vols.).

S.
4 Seel | . C(ii) (b) 2, vol.i, pp. 305-18, above.
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on the desert. With the increase of population and its necessities, he
learned to plant the seeds, thus making, by conscious or unconscious
selection, the first step in the evolution of the whole series of ceredls.”t

Whether agriculture in Transcaspia was an independent inven-
tion or a loan from the Indus Valley or from Sumeria is not ap-
parent. Archaeology simply reveals that, at Anau North Kurgan,
'they cultivated cereals from the beginning'? and that agriculture
was already the mainstay of the earliest inhabitants that have left
their mark on the local archaeological record,® though ‘at first,
besides cultivating the soil, they' still *hunted wild animals'.*

Thus, in Transcaspia, agriculture supervened directly upon
hunting, and thereafter these two methods of obtaining a sub-
sistence were practised there simultaneously side by side. The
most significant fact, however, which archaeological research at
Anau had brought to light is the fact that 'the agricultural stage
preceded domestication and [thus preceded] the Nomadic shepherd
stageof civilization'.®

'Atthetimewhen thelowest layers of theNorth Kurgan at Anau were
formed, Man lived in this region entirely without domestic animals.
Themighty wild ox (Bos namadicus Falconer and Cautley) and the small
wild horse—possibly in the form that Wilckens thought he discovered
among the finds of Maragha in Persia, or in that of Equus przewal skii—
roamed on the steppes and the ocases of the Kara K um desert and sought
shelter in the forest which probably then occupied the valleys and dopes
of the Kopet Dagh. Therelived, too, the large-horned wild sheep (Ovis
vignei arkal Lyddeker) and the gazelle (Gazella subgutturosa Guelden-
stedt). From the absence of all stone weapons in the oldest period, we
may conclude that Man lived on afriendly footing with these animals
and that he could gain possession of them only by depriving the wolves
of their prey or by the use of fire-hardened wooden weapons. ... It
would be guess-work to attempt to picture the method of domestication
and to assume . . . that the wild horse, the wild sheep, and the wild ox
voluntarily (or compelled by the necessity of food from outside the
oasis) approached human dwellings in order to graze on the weeds and
other plants, and so were gradually brought into companionship with
Man, who then assumed the care of their nourishment. We know only
that after the accumul ation of the lowest ten feet of the stratain the North
Kurgan this same ox occurs in an ailmost equally large, but certainly a
domesticated form, becoming more and more frequent in the higher

] PumpeUy, op. cit., Expedition of 1904, vol. i, pp. 65-6.
Pumpelly, op. cit., Expedition of 1904, vol. i, p. 38; cp. p. 67.
i Pum.peUK, op. cit., Expedition of 1904, vol. i, p. 39. ) )
'While the bones of these, as well as those of the animals which they domesticated
later, show that they ate the flesh of these, including the pig and probably also the fox
and the wolf, these bones are not sufficiently abundant to prove that meat formed by any
megns the chief part of their diet." (Op. cit., loc. cit.)
Pumpelly, op. cit., Expedition of 1904, vol. i, p. Xxviii.
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drata, when the horseand the shesp also pass over into the domedticated
condition’

Thus the firg turn of the climatic screw in Eurasa not only
gimulated a society which had formerly lived by hunting to taketo
agriculture. It aso had another—indirect but not lessimpor tant—
effect upon the sodial history of these ci-devant hunters who had
made this firs successul response to its challenge. By stimulating
them to turn to agricultureingead of hunting astheir saple source
of food-supply, it gave them the opportunity to enter into a wholly
new relation towards wild animals. For the art of domedticating
wild animals, which the hunter, by the very nature of his occupa-
tion, is unable to devdop beyond narrow limits, has vastly greater
potentialities in the hands of the agriculturist. The hunter may
concelvably domegicate the wolf or jackal with whom he disputes
or shares his prey by turning the wild beagt into a partner in the
hunter's own human predatory activities. But it is virtually in-
concevable that the hunter should succeed in domedticating the
game which is his quarry and hisvictim. It isnot the hunter with
hishound but the ci-devant hunter, transformed into an agriculturist
with his watch-dog, who has it in his power to accomplish the
further transformation which brings into exigence the shepherd
with hissheep-dog. Theagriculturist enjoysa double advantage for
this purpose. Unlike the hunter, he is not preying upon the wild
animals and therefore is not inpiring them with a deadly fear of
his pressnce and, unlike the hunter again, he poseses food-
supplies which are attractive to ruminants like the ox and the
sheep, which 'would not, like dogs be attracted by meat or other
products of a hunting or fishing life'.2

Archaeological research at Anau indicates that this further gep
in sodal evolution had been accomplished in Transcaspia by the
time when Physcal Nature gave her srew its ssoond turn. The
firs gpasn of desccation had found Eurasan Man a hunter and
nothing ese; the second goasm found him a sedentary cultivator
and stock-breeder, with his hunting reduced to a subsdiary means
of livelihood. In these drcumaances, the challenge of desiccation,
when it was now reddivered with greater ingstence than before,
evoked two new and diverse human reactions. By achieving the
domegtication of ruminants, Eurasan M an had potentially recovered
the mobility which he had forfeited in his previous metamor phosis
from a hunter into a cultivator; and, in reponse to the fresh inci-
dence of the old challenge, he made use of his new-found mobility
in two quite different ways

; Duerst, J. U.in Pumpelly, op. cit.. Expedition of 1904, vol. ii, p. 435.
Duertt in Pumpelly, op. cit., Expedition of 1904, vol. ii, p. 437.
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Some of the Transcaspian oasis-cultivators simply used their
mobility in order to emigrate progressively—moving ever further
on as the climatic trend towards desiccation increased in severity
at the heart of the Steppe and in range on the periphery—so as
always to keep abreast of a physical environment in which they
could continue to practise their existing way of life without being
constrained to revolutionize it once again.

'"The establishment of the first domestic breeds of pigs, long-horned
cattle, large sheep, and horses was followed by a deteriorating climate
which changed these to smaller breeds. The climatic deterioration, by
diminishing the productivity of the fully-peopled cases causad unrest
and migrations of agriculturisgts. . . . Dr. Duerst identifies the sscond
breed of shegp [at Anau] with theturbary sheep (Torfschaf) and the pig
with theturbary pig (T orfschwein), which appear towardsthe end of the
Neolithic period in the Swiss lake-dwellings and other Neolithic gations
of Europe, aready as domegic animals and unaccompanied by any
transitional formsthat might indicatelocal origins. Theseanimals must
ther efor e have been descendants of those domesticated on the ceses of
the Anau district. The turbary breed was esablished not later than
towardsthe end of the oldest settlement of the North Kurgan. ... It
wasformed duringthe part of theclimatic cydein which prevailed those
conditions, unfavourableto nutrition, to which the breed owed itsstunted
character. Its characteristic features became firmly fixed during the
subsquent existence of many gener ationsafter transferencetoaNomadic
lifeon thearid plains during the dry extreme of the cycle. And the firm
establishment of the characterigtics of the breed is proved by the per-
sgtence down to the present time; for it still exigs at one point in the
high Alps of the Grisons in Switzerland, and in Wales.'*

Thiswas one reaction to the recurring challenge of desiccation in
Eurasia. But these cultivators and stock-breeders who trekked
away across the withering Steppes with their seed-corn and their
cattle, in order to find new homes where they could sow and reap
and breed and pasture under the old conditions, had brethren who
parted company with them at this point in order to respond to the
same challenge in a mor e audacious fashion. These other Eurasians
likewise abandoned the now untenable oases and launched them-

i Pumpelly, op. cit., Expedition of 1904, vol. i, pp. 67-8. M r . G. F. Hudson comments
as follows: '1n this paxagg it seems to be suggested that the pig of Neolithic stationsin
Europe(turbary Dig) wasbrought by emigrantsfrom theAnau district viathe desiccated
Steppe. But swine-breeding is absolutely unknown to Steppe-Nomadism, for pips
cannot be kept on the Steppe at all unlessthey are specially fed. Swine-breeding hasin
historical times been characteristic of forest régions at both ends of the Eurasian Steppe

in Europeand in Chinaand Manchuria), but not at all of the Steppeitself. Thusif, as

uer st holds, the Anau pigistheturbary pig, it must have comefrom the Anau district
by way of Northern |ran and Asia Minor—which is otherwise probablein view of the
southérn affinities of theearly " Danubian” culture.' [For thishighland route of migra-
tion,seel | . C(ii) (tt))) 2,vol.'1,pp. 324-7, above—A.J.T.] 'Or it may bethat both the
Anau and the Swissbreed wer ederived originally from acultur e-centrewest of Anau; so
very little of Asa Minor and Transcaucasia has as yet been explored archaeologically.
Anyway, | protest againgt the pig being brought acrossthe Steppes!
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sves and their families and their flocksand their herds upon the
inhospitable surface of the Steppe. But thexe other men did not
embark upon the Seppe as timid fugitives ssking to reach and
pass its boundaries and so exape from its dutches They aban-
doned their former staple occupation of agriculture, astheir agricul-
tural forefathershad once abandoned their former saple occupation
of hunting, and daked their exigence upon ther latest-acquired
economic art, which, thistime, wasthe art of sock-breeding. They
flung themsdves upon the Seppenot in order to escape beyond its
bounds but to make themsdvesat home upon it en permanenceand
towrest alivdihood from it under physical conditions which were
moreinimical to lifethan any which had yet prevailed on the Steppe
gnce Man had firg st foot on it. 'Through the accomplished
domedtication of ruminants, men obtained freedom of motion for
travellingwith cattle after good pasture, and commenced a Nomadic
life. Thismug bethe real explanation of the origin of the wander -
ing peoples'!

It will be seen that the Nomad's reponse to the challenge of
recurring and increasng desccation is a tour de force indeed. At
the firs onsat of. desccation, the Nomad's pre-agricultural fore-
fathers had abandoned their hunting-grounds on the Steppe and
had retreated to the cases where they took to agriculture as their
daple source of food supply and looked to their former hunting
grounds for no more than a subddiary supply from that time
onwards. And now, when the rhythmic prooess of desccation, in
its next onset, has made life still more difficult in the cases and
mor e difficult on the Seppeafortiori, the patriarchsof theNomadic
Civilization audacioudy return to the Sg5pein order towring out
of it, now, no mere subsdiary supply but their entire liveihood—
and thisunder climatic conditions under which the hunter and the

! Duerst, in Pumpelly, op. cit., Expedition of 1904, vol. ii, p. 437. Duerst also notes, in
loc. cit., that ‘among the Turkomans of to-day occur also cultivators of soil and breeders
of cattle designated as Chomru and Chorvawho intermarry and whose children choose
either the life of Nomads or of farmers*. In a communication to the writer of this
Study, Mr. G, F. Hudson questions whether the hypothesis of a second turn of the
climatic screw (see p. 10, above) is necessary to account for the transformation of the
sedentary stock-breeders who had come info existence in the oases into the Nomadic
stock-breeders on the Steppes. 'Wc have no date, even approximate, etablished for the
beginning of Nomadism, and we do not know of any period of desiccation which would
be adeguate thus to displace the oasis-dwellers after the winding-up of the Ice Age—
unless it be the so-called Sub-Boreal period; and this is too late, as the Steppe sems
already to befull of Nomads at thistime. The facts can surely be explained just as well
by supposing an analogy with the case of the Esquimaux, which you have put con-
vincingly. The Esquimaux launched themsdves on the Arctic ice, not because there
was a gpread of the ice (which would correspond to the desiccation hypothesis for
Nomadism), but because they found a way of living off the ice which had previoudy been
uninhabitable. In the sameway, when animals had once been domesticated (the original
domestication having been probably due to the desiccation, as you suggest), the herds-
men would sooner or later nave found that by migrating so as to use seasonal pasture

they could live off the Steppe, which had previoudy been either uninhabited or thinly
peopled by roaming hunters. Thus no second desiccation is necessary for the theory.'
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cultivator alike would find life on the Steppe quite impossible.
The Nomad grapples with the arid Steppe in the strength of his
new-found pastoral art; but, in order to practise this art success-
fully under these exceedingly exacting conditions, he has to develop
a special skill; and, in order to exercise this skill, he has also to
develop special moral and intellectual powers.

When we compare the civilization of the Nomad who has aban-
doned agriculture and has held his ground on the Steppeswith the
civilizations of his brethren who have preserved their agricultural
heritage by changing their habitat, we shall observethat Nomadism
displays a superiority over Agriculture in several ways.

In the first place, the domestication of animals is manifestly a
higher art than the domestication of plants, inasmuch as it is a
triumph of human wit and will over a lesstractable material. The
power of physical locomotion and the direction of this power by
volition arethetwo main pointsin which Fauna differsfrom Flor a;
and these two characteristics, which Man's fellow-animals share
with M an himsdf, evidently makethe Animal Kingdom a less easy
realm than the Vegetable Kingdom for M an to conquer. In other
words, the shepherd is a greater virtuoso than the husbandman,
and this truth has been expressed in a famous passage of Syriac
mythology.

'Adam knew Eve hiswife; and she conceived, and bareCain.... And
she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but
Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in process of timeit came to pass
that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.
And Abel, he a brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat
thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering; but
unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect.”

In fact, the art practised by Abel, the afterborn, is not only
posterior in the time of its invention to the art of Cain, the elder
brother; anditisnot only an art of greater skill and greater difficulty.
Nomadism is also superior to Agriculture economically; and from
this technical standpoint it is comparable not so much with Agri-
cultureitself aswith Industrialism: another newfangled economic
system which, like Nomadism, has differentiated itself out of a
rudimentary agricultural economy in course of time and in response
to a novel challenge. Whereasthe cultivator produces raw materials
which he can consume directly, the Nomad, like the Industrialist,
makes hisliving out of raw materialswhich are of no utility to M an
until they have been deliberately transformed. The cultivator lives
off artificial grasses which he eats himself. The Nomad manages
to live off natural grasses which he cannot eat himself—the coarse

1 Gen. iv. 1-5.
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and scanty herbage of the Steppe—by causng these non-human
foodduffs to be eaten by his tame animals and then feeding him-
&f on these animals milk and flesh, and clothing himsdf in their
wool and hides

And this indirect utilization of the vegetation of the Steppe
through an animal medium makes demands on human wit and will
which go far beyond the bare knowledge of the domegticator's art.
If a shepherd or herdsman who had grown up in a sdentary
sodety were suddenly put in charge of the Nomad's flocks and
herds in the Nomad's environment, he would find himsdf aimost
as hdpless as a vine-dresser or a ploughman; for the shepherd of
the Steppeshasno meadowsto yield him hay for winter fodder, and
no brother-husbandman to provide him with cattlefood by arti-
ficial cultivation, and no brother-indudrialist to transorm an un-
wieldy trussof soya-beansinto handily portable oil-cake. I n season
and out of ssason, the Nomad mus find subsgence for his cattle
from the natural vegetation of the barren and par smonious Steppe;
and he can only find it by adapting his life and his movements
meticuloudy to the vagaries of a svere and unfriendly physcal
environment. He mus manoeuvre himsdf and his family and
his flocks and his herds over the vag gpaces of the Seppe from
winter-pastur eto summer -pasture and from summer-pastur e back
towinter-pasture again in conformity with the dlimatic and vegeta-
tional year-cycle; and the Nomad patriarch cannot wrest victory
out of this annual economic campaign without exercisng—and
exacting from the human bangs and animals under his patriarchal
authority—those virtues of forethought and sdf-control and physi-
cal and moral endurancewhich amilitary commander exercises and
exactsfrom histroops, when M anisat war with M ail and not with
Physcal Nature.

Thus the material tour deforce of Nomadisn demands from
those who take the respongbility on their shoulders a rigoroudy
high sandard of character and behaviour. They must combine the
pastoral with themilitary virtues. They must know, by sureintui-
tion, when to be benevolent and when to be severe when to be
prudent and when to be prompt in action. Itisnowonder that the
Chrigtian Church has found in the everyday life of the Nomadic
Civilization a symboal for the highes Chrigtian ideal: the image of
'the Good Shepherd'! It is a0 no wonder that the very achieve-
ment of so great atour deforce should have doomed the soaety that

! For the Nomadic origin of this image, see | | . D (vii), vol. ii, p. 317, footnote x,

above. Itisfound alikein the Semitic languages of the Afrasian Nomads (e.g. the Arabic
) and in the Indo-European languages of the Eurasian Nomads (e.g. the Greek

).
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has accomplished it to atone for its audacity by paying a penalty of
equivalent magnitude.

TheNomads penalty isin esmncethe sameasthe Esquimaux's.
The formidable physical environment which they have succeeded
in conquering has ingdioudy endaved them in ogtensbly accept-
ing them as its magers The Nomads, like the Esquimaux, have
beometheperpetual prisoners of an annual climatic and vegeta-
tional cyde ™ and in acquiring theinitiative on the Seppethey have
forfeited the initiative in the World at large. The Nomads have
not indeed passed across the gage of the histories of civilizations
without making their mark. From time to time they have broken
out of their own domain into the domains of neighbouring seden-
tary civilizations, and on some of these occasons they have mo-
mentarily carried all beforethem and have turned their ssdentary
neighbours livesupsdedown; but these outbreaks have never been
goontaneous  When the Nomad has issued out of his Seppes and
hastregpassad upon the cultivator'sgar den, he has not been moved
by a ddiberateintention to depart from hiscusgomary cydic annual
manoeuvres  The violence of his occasonal aberrations is not the
expresson of a demonic will-power, but the effect of powerful
external foroes which the Nomad is obeying mechanically. There
aretwo such external forcesto which heis subject: oneforcewhich
pushes and ancther force which pulls. The Nomad is occasonally
pushed off the Steppe by a fresh turn of the climatic screw which
Intendfies the presure to a degree which even the trained and
har dened seppe-dwdler cannot endur e; and again heis occasonally
pulled out of the Seppe by the suction of a sodial vacuum which
hasarisen in thedomain of some adjacent sedentary society through
the operation of higoric proceses such as the breakdown and
disintegration of a sedentary civilization, which are quite extraneous
to the Nomad's own experiences A survey of the great higoric
interventions of the Nomads in the higories of the ssdentary
civilizations ssamsto show that theseinterventionscan all betraced
to one or other of these two mechanical causes and that they are
not attributable to any active and postive reponses on the No-
mads part, to challenges arisng out of any inner evolution in their
own Nomadic life?

Thus, in spite of these occagonal eruptions out of the Steppe and

! In one sense, the Nomads are freer than the Esquimaux; for, 'unlike pastoral peaples,
who lead their domesticated animals in quest of grazing grounds and water, the Eskimos
arethemselves|ed hither and thither by the animals, which follow their natural instincts'.
(Weéerl op, cit., p. 99.) "It cannot be maintained, however, simply from the failure of
the Eskimo to domesticate the caribou, for instance, that he is culturally inferior to all
pastoral peoples. Hisindirect mastery over the animals in their wild condition displays
a more highly developed cultural adaptation than do the smple adjustments of some
herding peoples!

2 A survey of thiskind isattempted belowin Part1 1 | . A, Annex| | .
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incursionsinto thefield of historical events, Nomadism is essentially
a society without a history. Once launched on its annual orbit, the
Nomadic horde revolves thereafter round the same identic track
and might continue to revolve in saecula saeculorum if an external
force againgt which Nomadism is ultimately defencdess did not
eventually bring the horde's movement to a standstill and itslife to
an end. This force is the pressure of the sedentary civilizations
round about; for although the L or d may have respect for Abel and
his offering and not for Cain and his, no power can save Abel from
being slain by Cain in revenge.

Thereis, indeed, a primordial antipathy and misunderstanding
between the cultivator and the Nomad which has been observed in
the life by a recent Western investigator in Manchuria:

'Within M anchuria,... whilethe Manchus have amalgamated them-
sves with the Chinese, there perssts a profound deavage between the
M anchu-Chinese amalgamation and the still practically intact Mongol
mass What emerges from thisis a realization of the profound power of
culture—the way of life—in comparison with the factors of Race and
Environment. . . . Thereislittle difference, in physcal racial type, be-
tween themajority of Northern Chineseand themajority of M ongols—
It isoften possbleto mistake a Chinesein Mongol cosumefor aMongoal,
or aMongol in Chinese cosumefor a Chinese. On the other hand, when
it is possble to tell them apart,... it is only possble because of differ-
ences in sance, movement, expresson, manner, which are intangible in
the material snse but unmisakable. They are not differences of the
physique itsef, but of the life within the physical structure. Yet these
intangibles, which belongzto outlook, culture, feding, and the way of
life, esablish a deavage'

The causes of this social and moral cleavage can be laid bare
by analysis, which makes it apparent that the relation between
the cultivator and the Nomad is not unlike the relation between
the landsman and the seaman.

"The Nomad moves in an annual orbit, and drives his herds each
san over the ground on which he has pastured them at the same
saaon the year before. His perpetual motion is not a symptom of way-
wardness and perversity. |t is as stientific asthe agriculturist's rotation
of arops or performance of different operations in different fidds at
different times of year. Both are perpetually shifting the scene of their
activities in order not to exhaust a particular parce of ground. There
is only a quantitative difference in the range of their oscillation, con-
ditioned by the difference between their media of productivity. The
Nomad, ranging widely in order to convert grases into human food
through chemical transformationsin the bodies of tame animals, regards

> Gen. iv. 68,

Lattimore, O.: Manchuria Cradle of Conflict (New York 1932, Macmillan), pp.
70-1 and 299-300.
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the agriculturist asa stick-in-the-mud. The agriculturist, raisng edible
sedsand rootsin sufficient quantities out of amuch smaller area of land,
regards the Nomad as a vagabond.

"Therewould be nothing more in this than the commonplace mutual
contempt of different trades, if the frontiers between Nomad's land and
Peasant’'s land were stable. On his own ground, each of them is follow-
ing that mode of life which the experience of generations has shown to
be economically the most productive. He is in equilibrium with his
environment and therefore more or less harmless and amiable. In fact,
the Nomad who vists the Peasant or the Peasant who vists the Nomad
at homeisgenerally agresably surprised at the courtesy of his reception.!
... Thetraditional bitterness between Peasant and Nomad arisesfrom a
physical cause for which neither is to blame. Their respective environ-
ments and the frontiers between them are subject to periodic change

'Recent meteorological research indicates that there is a rhythmic
alternation, possibly of wor ld-wideincidence, between periods of relative
desiccation and humidity,? which causes alternate intrusions of Peasants
and Nomads into one ancther's spheres When desiccation reaches a
degreeat which the Steppe can nolonger provide pasturefor thequantity
of cattle with which the Nomads have socked it, the herdsmen swerve
from their beaten track of annual migration and invade the surrounding
cultivated countries in search of food for their animals and themsaves.
On the other hand, when the climatic pendulum swings back and the
next phase of humidity attains a point at which the Steppe becomes
capable of bearing cultivated roots and ceredls the Peasant makes his

! The sedentary observer usually paints the Nomad in dark colours because he usually
comes across him in a hogtile relation: either as an aggressor to be anathematized or dse
as avictim of aggresson who has to be given a bad name in order that the wrong which
is bem%commltted againg him may bejustified. (On this, see further the footnote on
p. 18, Below.) There are, however, a number of descriptions of the Nomad at home
which, although they come from the hands of sedentary observers, are nevertheless sur-
prisingly different from the usual picture of the 'Tartarean* Tatar or the hideous Hun;
and since the authors of these descriptions are not only describing the Nomad in his
native environment, but are themselves the children of several different sedentary civili-
zations and have written their accounts quite independently of one ancther, at wide
intervals of pace and time, thereisa strong presumption that, in so far as these pictures
of the Nomad agree with one another, they are likely to be more faithful portraits than
the usual caricature.

The following references are offered as samples: Homer, Iliad, xiii, 1L 5-6: 'Those
splendid horse-dairy-farmers the Abioi, who live on a milk diet and are the justest of
Mankind*; Hippocrates: De Aeribus, Aquis, et Locis, ch. xviii; Herodotus, BK. 1V, ch. xlvi;
de Rubruquis, Frater Willielmus: Itinerarium Anno Gratiae 1253 ad Partes Orientates,
ch. iii; Marco Polo, ch. Hi; Huc, I'Abbe: Souvenirs d'un \(oyaé;e dans la Tartaric, le
Thibet et la Chine pendant les annies 1844, 1845, et 1846 (Paris 1850, Le Clere, 2 vols);
Atkinson, T. W.: Oriental and Western Siberia; A Narrative of Seven Years Explora-
tions and Adventuresin Siberia, Mongolia, the Khirgiz Steppes, Chinese Tartary and Part
of Central Asia (London 1858, Hurst and Blackett). The aforementioned works are all
descriptive of the Nomads of the Eurasian Steppe. For their Afrasian fellow Nomads
who range the North Arabian Steppe, see the Pentateuch, passim, and, among modern
Western observers, above all Doughtz, C. M .: Travels in Arabia Deserta, 2nd ed.
ELondon 1931, CaEe, 2 vols) and the abrld%ement entitled Wanderings in Arabia

London 1908, Duckworth, 2 vols.). For the Afrasian Nomads who range the Sahara,
ic\x/lae Ro'tljld’ ;: R.: The People of the Veil: The Wandering Tuareg Tribes (London 1926,
cmillan).

2 SeeDr . Ellsworth Huntington'sworks, passim, but especially The Pulse of Asia (Boston
and New York 1907, Houghton Mifflin) and The Climatic Factor asillustrated in Arid
America(Washington, D.C., 1914, Carnegielnstitution). In this'Study of History', the
phenomenon of climatic periodicity is discussed further in Part [11. A, Annex | |, below.
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counter-offensve upon the padures of the Nomad. Their respective
methods of aggresson are very dissmilar. The Nomad's outbreak is as
sudden as a cavalry charge, and shatters sedentary societies like the
bursting of some high explosve. The Peasant's is an infantry advance.
At each gep he digs himsdf in with mattock or seam plough, and
secures his communications by building roads or railways. The most
striking recorded examples of Nomad explosion arethe intrusions of the
Turksand Mongols, which occurred in what was probably the last dry
period but one. An imposing instance of Peasant encroachment is the
subsequent eastward expanson of Russa. Both types of movement are
abnormal, and each is extremely unpleasant for the party at whose
expense it is made. But they are alike in being due to a sngle uncon-
trollable physical cause’

'The reentless pressure of the Cultivator is probably more painful in
the long run, if one happens to be the victim of it, than the Nomad's
savage ondaught. The Mongol raids were over in two or three genera-
tions; but the Russan colonization, which hasbeen thereprisal for them,
has been going on for more than four hundred years—firs behind the
Cossack lines, which encircled and narrowed down the pasture-lands
from the north, and then along the Transcaspian Railway, which
sretched its tentacles round their southern border. From the Nomad's
point of view, a Peasant Power like Russa resembles those rolling and
crushing machines with which Western Industrialism shapes hot sted
accordingtoitspleasure. Initsgrip, the Nomad iseither crushed out of
exigence or racked into the sedentary mould, and the process of pene-
tration is not always peaceful. The path was cleared for the Trans-
capian Railway by the daughter of Turkmens at Goktep”? But the
Nomad's death-cry is seldom heard. Duringthe European War, while
peoplein England wereraking up the Ottoman Turks' Nomadic ancestry
in order to account for their murder of 600,000 Armenians, 500,000
Turkish-speaking Central Asan Nomads of the Kirghiz QSzaq Con-
federacy were being exterminated—also under superior orders—by that
"jugtest of mankind" the Russan muzhik. M en, women, and children
were shot down, or were put to death in a more horrible way by being
robbed of their animals and equipment and then being driven forth in

* "It isas erroneous to attribute [the] workings _Hof this physical causeg] to human
wickedness in the one case as in the other. Yet while the intrusive Nomad has been
stigmatized as an ogre, the intrusive Peasant has either escaped observation or has been
commended as an apogtle of civilization. The reasons for this partiality are clear. One
is that the Nomad's tactics are more dramatic than the Peasant's and make a corre-
spondingly greater impression on the imagination. The other is that history is written
for andel:()jy the sedentary Eppulatlor_ls which are much the most numerous and so-
phisticated portion of Mankind, while the Nomad usually suffers and pines away and
disappearswithout telling histale. Yet, if he did put it on'record, he might paint us as
monsters’ One of the oldest and most famous of the extant I[terarycfrwtat|ons of this
secular conflict is, in fact, written from the Nomad's standpoint; and here, in thefourth
ch%Oter of the Book of Genesis, our owndprototype Cain—the firgt tiller of the ground
and the first builder of a city—is branded for all time with the mark of his blood-
guiltiness for the slaying of his pastoral brother. But if Abel's advocate has had the first
word, Cain's advocates have held thefloor ever after. Inthe Iranian epic ofthestruggle
between Iran and Turan, the sympathy has already been transferred to Cain's side.
This revised version of the story has prevailed down to this day, And it is usually the
last word that carries weight in the minds of thejury. In 1881
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winter-timeto perish in mountain or desert. A lucky few escaped across
the Chinese frontier.! These atrocities were courageoudy exposed and
denounced by M r . Kerensky in the Duma before thefirst Russan Revo-
lution ; but who listened or cared ? Not the Czar's Gover nment, nor the
great public in the West."?

The epitaph of Nomadism has been written, in afamouswork of
literature, by a son of the sedentary civilization which has given the
Nomad the coup de grace? In Eurasia, Nomadism was doomed
from that moment in the seventeenth century of the Christian Era
when two sedentary empires, the Muscovite and the Manchu,
stretched their tentacles round the Eurasian Steppe from opposite
quartersuntil they interlaced with oneanother. From that moment
onwards, it was merely a question of how long it would takefor this
living noose to strangle the Eurasian Nomad who was caught fast
iri itstoils. Inthe Manchu Empire, a horde of non-Nomadic bar-
barian conquerors were serving the purposes of the Far Eastern
Society, whose domain they had overrun and whose culture they
had adopted, by helping to extirpate, on the adjoining steppe-land,
the alien Nomadic way of life.* In the Muscovite Empire, afirstin-
fusion of Western Civilization wasinspiringan Orthodox-Christian
body politic with fresh energy and arming it with newfangled
weapons. In our own 'post-war' generation, our Western Civiliza-
tion, which has now spread its tentacles over the entire surface of
the planet, is completing the extirpation of Nomadism not only in
Eurasia, but in all its other ancient domains.

In the Eurasian domain, the powerful solvent of Russian Com-
munism is now being applied to disintegrate the Nomadic way of
life over a vagt range of territories stretching from Transcaspia to
Outer Mongolia, whilein Inner Mongoliaand Manchuriathelast
of the Nomad conquerors of China have been almost extinguished
on their own ancestral pasture lands by the peaceful penetration of
the conquered Chinese peasantry.® In Kenya, the pasture-lands of

! For details s= Czaglicka, M. A.: The Turks of Central Asia in History and at the

Present Day (Oxford 1918, Clarendon Press), p. 17. The regpective etimates of the
total numbers of murdered Qazags and Armenians are both conjectural.
2 Toynbee, A. J.: The Western Question in Greeceand Turkey, 2nd ed. (L ondon 19*3,
Constable), pp. 339-42. ) )
3 de Quincey, Thomas: Revolt of the Tartars: Or, Flight of the Kalmuck Khan and his
People from the Russian Territories to the Frontiersof China[in A.D. 1771], reprinted in
The Collected Writings of Thomas de Quincey, ed, by Masson, D .: vol. vii (London 1897,
Black), pé). 368-426. ) B o )
See Courant, M .: VAsie Centrale aux xvii' et xviii' sieclet: Empire Kalmouk ou
Emgre Mantchout (Paris 19x2, Picard). ) )
See Toynbee, A. J.: Survey of International Affairs: 1920—3\,Np. 433; 1925, vol. il,
Rf). 350-1; 1928, p8.434-5. Seefurther an articleby Young, C. W., in Current History,
ew York, Julk//I 1928. In Manchuria Cradle of Conflict (New York 1932, Macm|llan¥,
on pp. 125-32, Mr. Owen Lattimoredescribesin detail the process by which the M ongol
Nomad is being replaced by the Chinese peasant in Inner Mongolia and Manchuria.
For the contrast between the antipathy of the Mongol and the sympathy of the Manchu
towards the Far Eastern culture, sse further op. cit., pp. 73-4 and 131-.2
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the Masai have been cut up and cut downto makeroomforintrusive
European farmers who aspire to sow and reap on the Equator. In
the Sahara, the Imoshagh are seeing their hitherto impenetrable
desert fastnesses invaded by the aeroplane and by the eight-wheeled
automobile. In Libya, where the Afrasian Nomadism has been
organized to resist the European onset by the Islamic religious
order of the Sanuslyah, the resistance collapsed when, in January
1931, acolumn of Italian troops occupied the Sanusl fastness in the
reputedly impregnable oasis of Kufara. Even in Arabia—the classic
home of the Afrasian Nomadi sm and the most impervious of all the
continents to penetration by Western pioneers—the Badu are being
forcibly converted, in this age, into fallahin, and this by no alien
Power, but by the deliberate policy of an Arab of Arabs, 'Abd-al-
'‘Aziz Al-Sa'ud, the King of the Najd and the Hijaz, and the tem-
poral head of the Wahhabi community of puritanical Muslim
zealots' When a Wahhabi potentate in the heart of Arabia is
fortifying hispolitical authority with the weapon of armoured cars
and solving his economic problems by means of petrol pumps and
artesian wells, it is evident that the spirit of the Western Civiliza-
tionisprevailinginthe Nomadic Civilization'sinnermost citadel,
and that the last hour of Nomadism has struck.

Thus Abel has been slain by Cain; and, of all the sedentary
civilizationswhichtheNomadic Civilizationhasencounteredinthe
course of some five thousand years of contact between these two
varieties of the same social species, itis our own Western Civiliza-
tionthat hasconsummatedthefratricidal act. ThisWestern Civili-
zation has swept Nomadi sm off the face of the Earth, almost without
noticing what it has been doing, as oneincident in the titanic social
revolution by which, withinthelast hundred and fifty years, all the
habitable lands and navigable sees on the face of the planet, and
theentireliving generation of Mankind, have been linked together,
by aWestern-made mechanism, into a single world-wide economic
order. Western enterprise has built up this new world order by
buryingitsownfieldsunder mushroom citiesand puttingthevirgin
grasslands of all the continents under the plough in order to feed
these mushroom cities' pullulating industrial populations. In this
oecumenical society, withits dynamic economy, there is no place
for the arrested civilization and the static economy of the Nomadic

YFor Ibn Sa' ud'spolicy of converting thetribesmen of Central Arabiafrom Nomadism
to agriculture on a large scale by ?Iantmg them in organized settlements, and for his
triumph over therecalcitrants, see Toynbee, A. J.: Survey of International Affairs: 1925,
vol. i, p. 281; 1928, p. 290; 1030, pp. 177-82. For details of Ibn Sa'ud's agricultur
settlements (hiirahs), se Philby, H. St. J. B.: The Heart of Arabia (London 1922,
Constable), val. i, pp. 299-300; Amin-ar-Rihfini: Tarikk Najd al-Hadtth (Cairo 1928),
K. 412-14, and Ibn Sa'oud of Arabia (London 1928, Constable), pp. 191-9; Philby,

St. J. B.: Arabia (London 1930, Benn), pp. 225 seqq.
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horde revolving perpetually round its closed annual cycle® Abel is
indubitably dead, and we are left to inquire whether the curse of
Cain is duly descending upon his dayer.

"And now art thou cursed from the Earth, which hath opened her
mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand; when thou tillest
theground, it shall not henceforth yield untotheeher strength; afugitive
and a vagabond shalt thou be in the Earth.'?

Thisfirst clause of Cain's cursehas manifestly proved ineffective;
for though the oasis-cultivator has certainly found himself unable
to raise crops from the desiccated steppe-land, his migrations have
carried him, several thousand years ago, into regions round about
in which the climatic conditions have not proved insuperably ad-
verse; and thence, in the fullness of time, he has returned, as we
have seen, with the new driving force of Industrialism behind him,
to claim the grasdands for the plough and to make the desert
blossom? by the latter-day arts of artesian-boring and dry-farming.
Itisrather in building the city from which these new arts and this
new driving-power derive that Cain has given hostages to Fortune.
The emergence of Industrialism and the extinction of Nomadism
are two outstanding events in the history of the last 150 years; and,
as we have seen, these two events are not merely contemporary but

! Theimpossibility of finding a place for Nomadism in the economy of an industrialized
world is proved not only by the recent revolution on the grasdands of the Old World,
from which an old-established Nomadism has been evicted by the Russan and the
Chinese peasant's plough. It is demonstrated still more cogently by what has happened
on the grasdands of South and North America, wherethe pioneers of Eur opean coloni-
zation found oan hpntlrég.peoplesm ?rewous occupation. (Seel I . C (ii) (a) 2, vol. i,
P. 255, above.) Theimmediate effect of the European pioneers advent wasto turn these

ormer hunting-grounds not into fields and cities but into cattle-ranches; but the 'cow-
boys have been more ephemeral than the 'Indians whom they have exterminated.
They have been merely thefoam frothing on the crest of the oncoming wave; and, within,
less than two generations, they have been supplanted in their turn by the ploughman
and the mechanic, who all thetimewerefollowing hard at their hedsin'irresistiblefor ce.
To-day, theMiddleWester n prairiesarebeing covered by anetwork of fieldsand cities,
no lessthan the Central Asian Stelppa Yet our urban imaginations have been rightly
captivated (see | | . C (ii) (a) 2, vol. i, p. 255, above) bE\; the "cow-boy's wild ride acros
our prosaic social stage. For his brief appearance has been a repetition—performed in
the full I(ljght of history—of the evolution (sketched above) through which the Nomads
of theOld World werébegotten by earlier sedentary societies. Thelatter-day Nomadism
which has been begotten in the New World b%/ our' Western Society haa, it 1strue, been
abortive. But let usimagine, for amoment, that, after the occupation of the prairies by
the 'cow-boys in the middle of the nineteenth century, these grasdands had been
rendered unfit for the production of cereals (even by 'dry farming') through an access of
ar|d|t?{; or let usimaginethat plantation-slavery or civil war or some other social disaster
had blighted, in North America, the growth of the sedentary civilization from whose
bosom the 'cow-boys had emerged: then, in either of these eventualities, we can
readily picture thecow-boys making the prairies their own not merely for two brief
ﬁ_eneratlons but perhaps for centuriesor even for thousands of years. In'that event, the
istory of Nomadism in the Old Wor Id would have repeated itself in the New. For this
abortive Nomadism of the North American Prairies, sse French, thtj Hon. W.: Some
Recollections of a Western Ranchman, New Mexico, |883-|8§:g, L ondon 1927, Macmillan);
James, W .: Lone Cowboy: MyLlfeStoryél(_)ondon 1930, Scribners); Love, C.M .: 'The
History of the Cattle Industry m the South West' (in The South-Western Quarter|
vol. xix); Paxson, F.L .: 'TheCow Country' (in The American Historical Review, vol. rxii);
Rallins, P. A.: The Cowboy (New York and London 1922, Scribners).
2 Gen. iv. n-12. 3 Isaiah xxxv. 1-2.
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are also interconnected. In thisyear 1935, when the new economic
wor ld order isthreatened with break-down and dissolution, it seems
not impossible that Abel may be avenged, after all, upon his fratri-
cide brother; and that Homo Nomas, in articulo mortis, may yet
linger on to se his dayer, Homo Faber, go down, distraught, to
Sheol.

The'Ostnanlis

So much for the civilizations that have suffered arrest as a
penalty for a tour deforce in response to some physical challenge.
In order to complete our survey, we must now consider the two
parallel casss—the predicament of the 'Osmanlis and the predica-
ment of the Spartans—in which the superlative challenge that has
evoked the tour deforce has been not physical but human.

The superlative challenge to which the Ottoman system was a
response was the geographical transference of a Nomadic com-
munity from its native environment on the Steppe, where it had
been at grips with Physical Nature, to an alien environment in
which it found itself free from the physical pressure of desiccation
but was confronted, in exchange, with the novel problem of exer-
cising dominion over alien communities of human beings. We have
already taken note® of these occasional aberrations of Nomad hordes
out of their regular annual orbits on the Steppe into the domains of
neighbouring sedentary civilizations in mechanical obedience to
physical pushes or to human pulls. We have also had occasion to
observe incidentally, apropos of a particular instance of this pheno-
menon, the first reaction which this new challenge is apt to evoke.
We have seen how the Avar Nomads, when they found themselves
expatriated from their cattle-ranges on the Steppe and stranded, in
partibus agricolarum, in the derdlict provinces of the Roman Empire
in the sixth century of the Christian Era, sought to deal with the
sedentary population which they had conquered as though it were
a human flock, and attempted to transform themselves from shep-
herds of sheep into shepherds of men.?

This Avar experiment has been tried by other ci-devant Nomads
who have found themselves from time to time in similar situations,
and it is indeed a logical application of an obvious analogy. In
their native environment on the Steppe, the Nomads live off the
local vegetation at second hand by subjecting it to a preliminary
transformation through the agency of certain fellow members of
the Animal Kingdom whom the Nomads have at their command.
In the alien environment of fieldsand cities, an intrusive horde of
ci-devant Nomads almost inevitably expects to makeiits livingin an

1 On p. 15, above. 2 I'l1. D (vii), vol.ii, pp. 317-19, above.
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analogous way. Instead of living off the wild herbage of the Steppe
through the transforming medium of tame animals, the emigres now
propose to live off the cultivated crops of the ploughland and the
manufactur ed goods of thewor kshop and the profitsof the counting-
house through the transforming medium of subject human beings:
a servile peasantry and a servile bourgeoisie. The analogy istempt-
ing to apply, and it works out in practice up to a point; but the
empirical test discovers in it one almost fatal flaw.

Onthe Steppe, the composite society constituted by the Nomads
and their non-human cattle is the most effective social instrument
of economic utilization which can be devised for dealing with that
kind of physical environment at that degree of aridity. While the
Nomad would not, of course, be able to keep alive on the Steppe at
all without his flocks and herds, he is not a parasite upon his non-
human partners in the pastoral busness, since it would be just as
impossible for these sheep and cattle and dogs and horses and
camels to keep alive on the Steppe, in anything like their actual
numbers, under the actual climatic conditions, without the asss
tance of their human overseers. At this degree of aridity, neither
the human nor the non-human denizens of the Steppe could con-
tinue to live there in any considerable numbers except in associa-
tion with one another,! and afortiori they could not survive there
in the anti-social relation of hunter and hunted, in which their
predecessors once stood to one another in the Pluvial Age, before
the challenge of desiccation was presented to both alike. On the
other hand, in an environment of fields and cities, a composite
society constituted of expatriated Nomads and indigenous "human
cattle' is economically unsound; since in these alien circumstances
the 'shepherds of men' are always economically—though not always
politically—superfluous and therefore parasitic. From the economic
! In this connexion it is s'g?nifi(;ant that the one-humped Camel of the Afrasian Steppe
ia one of the rare secies of animals that are now represented onll?/ by domesticated
breeds, without any wild specimens having survived. Mr. G. F. Hudson points out,
however, that wild specimens of the Eurasian two-humﬂed camel (i.e. the Mongolian
Wild Camel) arestill tobefound in Tsaidam and round the L ob Nor; and that specimens
of the Afrasian one-humped camel which had reverted to a wild state were to be found—
at any rate until the dose of the nineteenth century of the Christian Era—in the arid fens
of the Guadalquivir in Spain. (These were the descendants of camels which had been
brought in from Africa, after the Muslim conquest of the Iberian Peninsula, by the
Arabs and Moors.) Moreover, there are not only wild camels but wild horses and wild
ases gtill extant in Mongoliaand in the Tarim Basin. An account of these rare animals
will befound (asMr. Huds n hasbrought to the attention of the writer of this Study) in
Sir Henry Howorth: A History of the Mongoals, vol. iv (London 1928, L ongmans), pp.
10-23. Apropos of Mongolia, Howorth observes that 'the most interesting district in
many waysin regard toitsfaunaisthe most barren and unattractivewild part, where the
absence of water and fodder make it practically uninhabitable by M an.. .. Thiskind of
country is chiefly found in Alashan and the Steppes of the Ordus and in the land about
Lob Nor and partsof Dzungaria." Thisis evidently the limiting case; but for the major
part of the Steppe, which lies climatically between the extreme of aridity and the degree

of humidity that is required for cultivation, the thesis put forward here in this Study
probably holds good.
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standpoint they have ceasad to be shepherds keeping their flocks
and haveturned into drones exploiting theworker-bees. They have
become a non-productive ruling-class maintained by the labour of
a productive subject-population which receives from them no eco-
nomic contribution in exchange for an uneconomic tax, and which
could therefore utilize its fields and cities to much better economic
effect if this human incubus were absent.

For this reason, the empires established by Nomad conquerors
of sedentary populations have usually suffered the fate of the seeds
in the parable which 'fell upon stony places where they had not
much earth; and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no
deepness of earth; and when the Sun was up they were scor ched;
and because they had no root they withered away'.! The usual
career of such empires is to begin with an imposing display of
power, but to belie their first promise by a rapid decadence and a
premature extinction. Thegreat Maghrib! historian 1 bn Khaldun
(vivebat A.D. | 332-1406) wasthinking in terms of Nomad empires
—the prevalent type of empiresin I bn Khaldun'stime and place—
when he assssd the average duration of emplres in general at not
more than three generations or 120 years” Nomad empires are
apt to be powerful at the outset because the moral virtues of sdf-
control and endurance and the intellectual aptitudesfor forethought
and organization, which are developed in the Nomad by his proper
profession of pasturing his flocks and herds on the Steppe, are aso
potent for the military conquest of sedentary human populations.
At the same time, these Nomad empires are apt to be ephemeral
because the special qualities of the Nomad, being the outcome of
his response to the challenge of his native environment, inevitably
tend to atrophy in a new environment which fails to provide the
requisite stimulus. Thus Nomad empire-builders usually degener-
ate, while on the other hand their sedentary subjects, after having
been first stunned by the shock of the conquest (which is often a
brutal business) and having then been hypnotized into acquiescing
in the unnatural status of 'human cattle', usually begin to recover
their moral at about the time when their ci-devant Nomad masters
begin to lose theirs—and this for the inverse reason. If the ex-
Nomad 'shepherd of men' degenerates because he has passed out
of his own element and has become economically superfluous, his
"human cattle' recuperate because they have remained on their own

! Matt. xiii. 5-6.

2 |bn Khaldun: Mugaddamat French translatlon by de Slane, Baron M cG. (Paris
1863-8, Imprimerie Imperiale, 3 vols), vol. i, pp. 342-59, apeuall 347. Compare
the pi in the same volume, p. 286, in WhICh the author lays down that nobility
lasts for four generations on the aver and that corruption iS of the essnce of the
Universe. ﬁThae p from I'bn Khaldun have been cited already in the present
Studyinval.ii, on'p. 212, above))
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ground and have not ceased to be economically productive—even
under the adverse social conditions of political subjection.

In these circumstances, the false social analogy breaks down, and
the "human cattle' reassert their manhood by either expelling their
shepherd-kings or assimilating them. The dominion of the Avars
over the Slavs lasted, in all probability, for less than fifty years;*
and while the transitory Avar ascendency was the making of the
Slavs, the ensavement of the Slavs proved to be the undoing of the
Avars. While the Savs proceeded to make their mark on both
Orthodox Christian and Western history, the Avarssimply lingered
on, in the outlying Hungarian enclave of the Eurasian Steppe, until
they were exterminated, after the lapse of two centuries, by Charle-
magne. Some Nomad empires have had still shorter livesthan this.
For example, the empire of the Western Huns, who passed out of
EurasiaintotheHungarian Alf old about a century and a half before
the Avars, lasted no longer than the life-span of a single individual :
Attila.? The empire of the Mongol Il-Khans over Iran and 'lraq
lasted lessthan eighty years{circaA.D. 1258-1335),% and theempire
of the Great Khansthemsdves over Southern China had an equally
short duration {circa A.D. 1280-1354).* The empires of the Chag-
hatay Mongols over Transoxania® and of the Hyksos over Egypt®
each lasted a barecentury. TheMagyars, whowerethenext Nomad
occupants of the Hungarian Alfold after the Avars, were absorbed,
by conversion, into the body social of Western Christendom within
little more than a hundred years after their arrival. The span of
mor e than two centuries {circa A.D. 1142-1368) during which the
Mongols and their immediate local predecessors the Kin ruled
continuously over Northern China,” and the longer span of over
three centuriesand a half {circa 140 8.c.-A.D. 226/232) during which
the Parthians were masters of 'Irag as well as | ran, weredistinctly
exceptional 2

! SeePeisker, T.: TheExpansion of the Slavs(= The Cambridge Medieval History,

vol.3|1|8(%%mbr|dge 1912, University Press), ch. xiv), cited already in'| | . D (vii), vol. ii,
p. 910, above. . . .
% Similarly, the dominion of the Eastern Huns (the White Huns or Ephthalites) was
limited to thelife-span of asingleindividual, Mihiragula, in India. |nthe Oxus-Jaxartea
Basin, on the other hand, the Ephthalites succeeded in maintaining their ascendancy
for a period—extending from the early ﬁart of the fifth century of the Christian Era to
A.D. 567—which approximated to | bn Khaldun's figure of 120 years.

3 Seevol. ii, p. 144, above. 4 See'vol. ii, p. 121, above.

§ Seevaol. ii, pp. 144-6, above. B

Seevol. i, pp. 104-5,137-9, and 144, and vol.ii,pp, 113, footnote 3, and 388-91, above.

1 Seevol. ii, p. 121, above. ) ) ) ]
~° The aver period of the ascendancies which have been exercised from timeto
time over a sedentary population in the Russan forest-belt by Nomads in occupation
of the western arm of the Eurasian Steppe, which skirts the north coast of the Black
Sea, appears to have been decidedly longer than Ibn Khaldun's avera?e of 120 years.
The Scythians held their "human cattle* in subjection (Herodotus, Bk. TV, ch. 3), and
extracted from them a surq_lus of cereals for export to the Aegean, throughout the fifth
and fourth centuries B.C. The Khazars drew tribute from the Russan Savs from the
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By these gandards of comparison, the duration of the Ottoman
Empireover the Orthodox Chrigtian World was unique. If we date
its definitive establishment from the Ottoman conquest of M ace-
doniain A.D. 1371-2, and the beginning of its end from the peace-
treaty of Kiichuk Qaynarjy, which terminated the mog disagtrous
of the Russo-Turkish Warsin A.D. 1774, we shall be assgning to
the zenith of the Ottoman regime a period of fully four centuries
without reckoning in the time which it took, before that, to rise
and, after that, to fall. What is the explanation of this relative
durability of the Ottoman Nomad empire-builders work?

A partial explanation is, no doubt, to be found in the course of
Orthodox Chrigtian higory, in which the Ottoman regime was an
episode. For although on the economic plane the '‘Osmanlis were
not less paragtic than any other ci-devant Nomads who had been
carried by conques on to a sedentary society's ground, they were
fortunatein finding on the political planean unusually postive and
congructive function to fulfil. Ejected from the Eurasan Steppe
by the exploson of the Mongols (a soda convulson produced by
one of the periodical turns of the Eurasan climatic screw), the
fathers of the 'Osmanlis were driven degp into the Orthodox
Chrigian World, and were Iodged there by chance in a position of
exceptional drategic advantage,” at a turning-point in Orthodox
Chrigtian higory. This little band of Eurasan Nomad refugess
happened to arrive at the north-western edge of the Anatolian
Plateau, overlooking the Sea of Marmara, just after the Orthodox
Chrigtian 'Time of Troubles had reached and passd its nadir.
The break-down of the Orthodox Christian Civilization may be
dated by itsmog prominent outward symptom: the Great Bulgaro-
Roman War of A.D. 977-1019.2 Thelandmarksin the subsequent
disgntegration of Orthodox Chrisendom werethe military dibdcle
of theEas Roman Power at Manzikert in A.D. 1071, which |eft the
interior of Anatolia at the mercy of the SaljQqgs the successul
insurrection of the Bulgars againg the Eas Roman domination in
A.D. 1186; and—crowning catasrophe—the capture and sack of

Utter part of the sixth century of the Christian Era until the Norsemen filched their Slav
tributariesfrom them in the ninth century. The Mongols of Qipchaq exercised dominion
over Russia, off and on, from the first half of the thirteenth century of the Christian
Era until the latter half of the fifteenth. This longer Russian average, however, may be
regarded as the exception which proves | bn Khaldun'arule, for the relations between the

entary peoples in Russa and their Nomad overlords on the Black Sea Steppe were
not quite of the usual kind. The Nomads did not here transfer their own habitat from
the Steppe to the forest. They remained on the Steppe—on their own ground—and
exercised their suzerainty over the forest-dwellers from a distance*

! For the settlement of Ertoghrul and his fellow refugees in Sultan Onu in the latter
ggrt of the thirteenth century of the Christian Era, sse IL D (v), vol. ii, pp. 150-3,

ove. .

* For the cause of this destructive internecine warfare in the Orthodox Christian
World,sel | . D (vii),vol.ii, pp. 368-9, above, and Part | V, below.
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the Eas Roman capital, Congantinople, itself in A.D. 1204 by the
Western military and commercial adventurers who were seeking
their fortunes on the so-called Fourth Crusade. The tide turned
when an Anatolian Greek sucocessor-date of the Eas Roman Empire,
thePrincipality of Nicaea—starting from a base of operationsat the
foot of that very section of the plateau-rim on which the fathers
of the 'Osmanlis were in the act of pitching their tents—actually
anticipated, and conceivably inspired, the subsequent exploits of
the 'Ogmanlis themsdves by crossng the Dardanelles, conquering
Adrianople, and enveloping Congtantinople on thelandward sdein
A.D. 1235, annexing Macedoniain A.D. 1246, and finally recapturing
the Imperial City from the Western usurpersin A.D. 1261. To play
the higoric role of being the empire-builders of an Orthodox
Chrigtian universal gate was not the Nicene Greeks degtiny. Yet
their passage of the Dardandlesin A.D. 1235 marked a trangtion, in
the Orthodox Chrigtian 'Time of Troubles, from the proocess of
disntegration to a proocess of recongruction; and the work of con-
solidation and pacification, which these Nicene Greskshad initiated
and which was the crying nead of the Orthodox Christian Society
in that age, was duly accomplished in the fullness of time by the
'Osmanlis  Treading on their Nicene forerunners heds, the 'Os-
manlis made their passage of the Dardandlesin A.D. 1355 and their
conquest of Adrianople in 1360 and their conquest of Macedonia
in 1371-2; and they crowned their congruction of a universal date,
embracing the whole of the*nain body of Orthodox Christendom,
by their captureof Congantinoplein A.D. 1453.

It will be sen that the Pax Ottomanicafulfilled a long-unsatis-
fied and urgent requirement of the Orthodox Christian Society;
and this partly explains the duration of an empire which was able
to perform for its subjedts this vitally important service. Yet this
explanation isincomplete; for, from the Orthodox Chrigtian stand-
point, the Ottoman Empire was aways an alien and an odious
Power whose heavy yoke was only worn under shear compulsion
and whose genuine social services wer e recognized grudgingly, if
at all. Moreover, this Ottoman Power was not exempt from the
eoonornlcweakness, analysed above which isinherent in all Nomad
dominions over sedentary populations. The réative durability of
the Ottoman Empire, by comparison with other Nomad dominions
of the same general type, only becomes fully intdligible when we
view itin thelight of the special Ottoman adaptation of theoommon
Nomad ingtitutions in reponse to an extraordinary challenge?

2 ﬁ 23-5, above.
For the stimulus which was administered to the 'Osmanlis by the challenge of

Orthodox Christendom, see | | . D (v), vol. ii, pp. 150-4, above, where the history of
the 'Osmanlis is contrasted with that of the Qaramanlls

Il B
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We have seen that the Avars and their like, when they have
trespassed from the Desert on to the Sown, have attempted—and
failed—to deal with their new situation by turning themselves from
shepherds of sheep into shepherds of men. Their failure seems the
less surprising when we consider that these unsuccessful Nomad
empire-builders inpartibus agricolarum have not attempted to find
any sedentary human equivalent for one of the essential partnersin
the composite society of the Steppe. For this Steppe Society does
not consst simply of the human shepherd and his flock. In addition
to the domesticated animals which he keeps alive in order to live
off their products, the Nomad keeps other animals—the dog, the
camel, the horse—whose function is not to provide him, as his
sheep and cattle provide him, with food and clothing, but to assst
him, as non-human auxiliaries, in his pastoral task." These auxili-
ary animalsarethe chefd oeuvre of the Nomadic Civilization and the
key to. its success Without their aid, the Nomad's tour deforce
would pass the bounds of human capacity; yet this aid can only be
enlisted by a miracle of human ingenuity. The sheep or the cow
has merely to be tamed (though that is difficult enough) in order to
be of serviceto Man. The dog and camel and horse cannot per-
form their more sophisticated services until they have been tamed
and trained into the bargain. The training of his non-human
auxiliaries is the Nomad's crowning achievement; and it is the
adaptation of this higher Nomad art to sedentary conditions, over
and above the adaptation of the comparatively commonplace art of
taming sheegp and cattle, that distinguishes the Ottoman Empire
from the Avar Empire and accounts for its vastly greater strength
and durability. The Ottoman Padishahs maintained their empire
by training daves as human auxiliaries to assis them in keeping
order among.their "human cattle'.

Thisremarkableinstitution of making soldiersand administrators
out of daves—an idea which is so congenial to the Nomad genius
and soalien from ours—was not an Ottoman invention. Wefind it
in other Nomad empires over sedentary peoples—and this precisely
in those which have had the longest duration next to the Ottoman
Empire itself.

We catch glimpses of military davery in the Parthian Empirein
the last century B.C. One of the Parthian armies that frustrated

! Thedivision between these two categories of animals is not, of course, completely
clear-cut, The horse, for example, belongs to both dasses since it providesits Nomad
master with milk and meat, besdes providing him with a mount of greater mobility
than the cattle which the Nomad herdsman has to round up. The primary animal in
the auxiliary dass appears to be the dog, who was also perhaps the first animal ever to be
domesticated by Man. The transformation of the hound into the shegp-dog must have
been accomplished through the middle term of the watch-dog; and this must have
hap(g)_med during the agricultural stage which intervened between hunting and No-
madism. (See p. 10, above))
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Mark Antony's ambition to emulate Alexander the Great was re-
ported to have borne only 400 free men on its strength out of atotal
of 50,000 effectives;® and the Suren who commanded the earlier
Parthian army which annihilated the Roman army of Crassus was
reported to have brought into the field no less than 10,000 daves
and clients of his own.” In the same region a thousand years later,
the 'Abbasid Caliphs maintained—and forfeited—their authority
in the ninth and tenth centuries of the Christian Era by purchasing
Turkish daves off the Eurasian Steppe and training them at Bagh-
dad for the calling of soldiers and administrators.®> This 'Abbasid
institution was adopted, and perhaps elaborated, in the principality
of the Samanidae (regnabant A.D. 819-999),* which was the suc-
cessor-state of the 'Abbasid Caliphate on its north-eastern marches,
over against the Eurasian Steppe. These Samanid princes, who
ruled at Balkh and Bokhara, were closer than the Caliphs at Bagh-
dad to the source from which the raw material for a Turkish dave-
staff was derived, and at the same time they had a proportionately
stronger incentive to train a pack of "human watch-dogs in order to
protect their perilously exposed dominions from the depredations
of their domesticated Turks' wild kinsmen. The Samanids Turkish
daves were put through a long and minutely graduated probation
which, for individuals who showed merit, became a cursus honorum
culminating in an appointment to some responsible administrative
office at, but not before, the age of thirty—five.5 This Turkish
dave household was a factor both in the long preservation of
the Samanid regime and in its ultimate extinction; for, while
the greater part of the Samanid dominions was eventually over-
run by the wild Turkish Nomads from the Steppe—the Saljuq
Khan's horde on the left bank of the Oxus and the llek Khan's
horde on the right bank—the House of Saman itself actually

' Mommsen, Th.: A Histogy of Rome: the Provinces from Caesar to Diocletian:
Enqulshtranslatgon (fLondon 1886, Bentley, 2vols.),vol.ii,p.7.
Plutarch: Life of Crassus, ch. xxi. )

3 The 'Abbasids Turkish bodyguard at Baghdad had its counterpart, at the court
of the 'Abbasids’ Umayyad contemporaries and rivals at Cordova, in a bodyguard of
European barbarians who were purchased by the Spanish Caliphs from their’ Frankish
neighbours. The Franks supplied the Cordovan slave-markets by making slave-raids
across the opposite frontier of the Frankish dominions. The barbarians who were thus
captured by the Franks in order to be sold to the Spanish Umayyads happened to be
Slavs; and thisisthe origin of the word 'slave' in the English language.

4o | .D(v),vol.il,p. 142, above. ) ) )

5 The Samanids' slave-system is sketched by the Niz& m-al-Mulk Abu'Ali Hasan in
the 'Siasset Nameh' = Siyaset-Nameh (French translation by Scheier, Ch. (Paris 1891,
Leroux), p. 139, cited by Lybyer, A. H.: The Government of the Ottoman Empire in the
Time of Suleiman the Magnificent (Cambridge, Mass. 1913, Harvard University Press),
pp. 22-3. Samanid institutions are a subject on which the Niz& m-al-Mulk may be
accepted as an authority, since he was himself an administrator in the service of the
Saljugs: the Turkish intruders from the Eurasian Steppe who were the Simanids'
successors in Khurasan. Moreover, the Niz& m-al-Mulk and the House of Saman had a
%ler_no? cultural background as fellow Iranians and as joint heirs of the Syriac

ivilization.
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recaived itscoup degracefrom oneof itsown daveadministrators:
Sebuktegin.!

In the interregnum which followed the extinction of the suc-
oessr-dates of the 'Abbasd Caliphate, we find dave-soldiers and
dave-adminigrators not only repeating Sebuktegin's individual
exploit of supplanting the dynagtiesin whose service they had been
trained, but actually replacing thee by dave-dynadies, in which
the dominion passd from dave to dave ingead of pasing from
father to son. In the thirteenth century of the Chrigtian Era, the
new domain in Hindustan which had been conquered for the
nasoent | ranic Civilization by a seriesof Turkish soldiersof fortune,
beginning with Sebuktegin, wasruled from Delhi by a ssquence of
'‘Slave-Kings (regnabant A.1 X 1206-87). A more celebrated ingance
of the same remarkable phenomenon was the Mamluk regime in
Egypt. These Egyptian Mamluks, as their name implies? were
originally the daves of others Their makers and mager's were
Saladin and the heirs of his body, the dynasty of the Ayyubidae;
but in A.D. 1250, at a critical moment in the life-and-death sruggle
of the nasoent Arabic Civilization againg the Crusaders the Ayyti-
bids Mamluks brushed the Ayyubids themsdves adde and took
the AyyQbid dave-sygem over on their own account as their own
daves and own magers—perpeuating themsdves, as before, by
the purchase of fresh relays of daves from abroad,® without resum-
ing the normal human method of procreation.

Behind the fa?ade of a puppet Caliphate—invested in a line of
latter-day 'Abbasds, to whom the Mamluks gave asylum in Cairo
after the Mongol sack of Baghdad, on the understanding that these
augus refugess should reign but should not govern™—the sdf-
owned dave-household of the extinct Ayyubids ruled Egypt and
Syria, and held the redoubtable Mongolsin check at theline of the
Euphrates from A.D. 1250to A.D. 1516-17, when they met more
than their match in the dave-househald of the 'Osmanlis. Yet the
Ottoman conquest was not the end of the Mamluks; for although
the srong dave armed had been overcome by a gronger than he,
and had ben congtrained to submit to a division of his spails® the

! For detailssee Barthold, W .: Turkestan down to theMongol Invasion, 2nd ed., trans-
lated into English and revised by the author with the asssance of H. A. R. Gibb
(London 1928, L uzac), pp. 261-4. ) ) )

2 Mamluk Isthe past participle passive of the Arabic verb malaka, which denotesthe
owner ship of prqpertﬁ ) o

3 The Egyptian Mamluks made sure of their source of.supﬁly by maintaining a

olitical entente with the Mongol khanate of Qipchag and with the maritime power of

enice. The Khans of Qipchigq made dave raids upon the Caucasan Highlanders and
the Russian forest-dwellers and the Eurasan Nomads beyond the pale of the Khan's
own horde. The Venetians were the middlemen who conveyed the newly captured
daves from Tana to Damietta. This dave-trade was one of the most lucrative lines of
Venetian business

4 For these Cairene'Abbasidae, see |. C (i) (b%, vol.i, p. 67, footnote 2, and pp. 70-1,
above, and Part X, below. Lukexi. 21-2.
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'‘Osmanli forboreto takefrom theM amluk the armour wherein he
trusted. Under the Ottoman regime in Egypt, the Mamluk corps
was permitted to perpetuate itsaf, as before, by the same method
of training and from the same sources of recruitment; and, as the
Ottoman power declined, the Mamluk power reasserted itsdf. In
the eighteenth century of the Chrigtian Era, the Ottoman Pasha of
Egypt cameto bevirtually a gate prisoner of the Mamluks; and he
reigned as the Padishah's viceroy without having much more share
in the government of Egypt than the Cairene 'Abbasds had been
allowed in their day. At theturn of the eghteenth and nineteenth
centuries, it ssemed an open question whether the Ottoman heritage
in Egypt would revert to the Mamluks or fall to some Western
Power; and although both these alternativeswereoverruled, in the
event, by the geniusof Mehmed 'Ali, thisgreat Ottoman satesman
had more ado to settle accounts with the Mamluksthan to kegp the
British at arm's length or to gep into the shoes of the French. It
needed all Mehmed 'All's ability and energy and ruthlessness to
exterminate this sdf-perpetuating dave-corps after it had kept
itsdf alive on the alien soil of Egypt, by congant drafts of Eurasian
and Caucagan man-power, for more than five hundred years, and
even then the Mamldksdied hard. Thelas sand which was made,
after the massacre of A.D. 1811, by a handful of survivors in the
unexplored African hinterland of Egypt on the Upper Nile, wasnot
theleast impressvedemondration of thesngular vitality which this
extraordinary ingtitution displayed from the beginning to the end.

In discipline and organization, however, the Mamluk dave-
househald which had supplanted the Ayyubid Dynasty in the
dominion over Egypt, was far surpassd by the somewhat younger
dave-household which the Ottoman Dynasty created as an ingtru*
ment for the esablishment and maintenance of its dominion over
the Orthodox Christian World. To exercdse dominion over the
entire body sodal of an alien civilization was evidently the hardes
task which a Nomad conqueror could st himsdf; and this auda-
dous enterprise called out, in 'Osman and his ucoessors down to
Suleyman the M agnificent, a supreme display of the Nomad's social
capadties The Ottoman dave-housshold is the finet recorded
specimen of the gecdies and on that account the mogt illuminating
example for our purpose

1 Theuniversal state which was imposed upon the Orthodox Christian World by the
'Osmanlis has, of coursg, its historical counterpart in the universal state which was im-
posed upon the Hindu World, some two centuries later, by theTimurid 'Mughals' who,

Ike the '‘Osmanlis, were Turks of Nomadic antecedents with a veneer of Iranic culture,
but here an equivalent challenge evoked no more than the rudiments of an equivalent
response. We have seen that the Egyptian Mamluks had their counterparts, in the
thirteenth century of the Christian Era, in the Delhi 'Slave-Kings'; and in the following
century certain contemporaries, in Hindustan, of the early Ottoman empire-builders
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Its general character is conveyed in the following passage from
a brilliant study by an American scholar:*

"The Ottoman Ruling Institution included the Sultan and hisfamily,
the officers of his household, the executive officers of the Government,
the sanding army of cavalry and infantry, and a large body of young
men whower ebeing educated for servicein thestanding army, thecourt,
and the Government. These men wielded the sword, the pen, and the
sceptre. They conducted the whole of the government except the mere
rendering of justice in mattersthat were controlled by the Sacred L aw,
and those limited functions that were left in the hands of subject and
foreign groups of non-Mudliirts. The mog vital and characterigtic
features of this ingtitution were, first, that its personnd condsed, with
few exceptions, of men born of Christian parents’ or of the sons of such;
and, second, that almost every member of the Institution came into it
as the Sultan's dave, and remained the Sultan's dave throughout life—
no matter to what height of wealth, power, and greastness he might
attain....

aﬂ)ear to have laid the foundations of something like the Ottoman system. For example
'Ala-ad-Din (regnabat A.D. 1296-1316) is recorded to have posseessad 50,000 daves, and
Firuz(regnabat A .D. 1351-88) 180,000; and these T ur kish dave-householdsin Hindustan
were elaborately trained and organized (see Lane-Poole, S.: Mediaeval India (L ondon
1903, Fisher Unwin), pp. 147-8?. Thereafter, however, in Hindustan, the ave-system
receded into the background; and in theinstitutions of the Timurid 'Mughals'; who
actually established the universal gtate of Hindu history, the dave-household was not at
all prominent. Indeed, the principal evidence for the existence of this institution at the
Mughal Courtisindirect. It isan unverified inference from the established fact that, in
theeighteenth century of the Christian Er a, an ex-feudatory of theM ughals, the Nawwab
of Farrukhabad, Munammad Khan Bangash, is known to have 'maintained what was
practically a replica in miniature of the Ottoman system. Hindu boys between the aﬂes
of seven and thirteen, some of them sons of Rajputs’and Brahmans, wer e seized, bought,
or accepted as chelas or daves to the number of one or two hundred ayear. They were
taught to read and write, and were specially rewarded when the task was completed.
Five hundred chelasfrom eighteen to twenty years of age were trained as a regiment of
musketeers. From among the older chelas were chosen the officers of the household,
generals of thearmy, and_ eput?; governors of provinces. (Lybyer, A. H.: The Govern-
ment of the Ottoman Empire in the Time of Suleiman the Magnificent g)ambrld e, Mass.
1913, harvard University Pra&?, p. 282, following Irvine, W .: ' T he Bangash Nawabs of
Farrukhabad', in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1878, pp. 340 seqq.)

We seem to catch a glimpse of the same institution in the universal state which, in the
seventeenth century of the Christian Era, was imposed upon the main body of the Far
Eastern Society by the Manchus: a barbarian people who (it is true) were not Nomads
themselves, but who were in geographical contact with the easternmost hordes of the
M ongol Nomadsand wer e certainly responsiveto M ongol cultural influences, asis shown
by the Manchu adoption and adaptation of the Mongol version of the Syriac Alphabet.
At the Manchu Court in Peking, ‘it is curious and interesting that the Chinese officials
referred to themselves, when received by the Emperor, as ch*en (an official); it wasthe
Manchu officials who used the term nu (a slavel)—thus emphasizing that they were
regarded asthe Emperor's personal or " party" followers. (Lattimore, O.: Manchuria
Cradle of Conflict (New York 1932, Macmillan), p. 72.)

! L_¥byer, A. H.: The Government of the Ottoman Empire in the Time of Suleiman the
Magnificent gambr|dge, Mass. 1913, Harvard University Press). See also Miller, B.:
Beyond the Sublime Porte: The Grand Seraglio of Stambul (New Haven 1931, Yale
Universit Pre&?, ch.iii, and an article by the same author on 'The Curriculum of the
Palace School of the Turkish Sultan' in Macdonald Presentation Volume (Princeton
1983. University Press), chap. xxi. o ) )

The Egyptian lyiamluks, in their latter days, were likewise recruited mainly from
the children of Christian parentswho were sold into slaveryor were carried away captive
in their childhood. The Orthodox Christian peasantry of Transcaucasia, which was the
principal source of supply for the latter-day Egyptian Mamluks, was also one of the
recruiting grounds of the Ottoman slave-household.—AJ.T.
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*The royal family . . . may rightly be included in the slave-family
{because] the mothers of the Sultan's children were daves; the Sultan
himself was the son of a slave; and his daughters were married to men
who, though they might be called vizier and pasha, wore these titles at
the Sultan's pleasure, whereas they bore indelibly thetitle of qui or dave.
The Sultan's sons, though they might sit upon the throne, would be the
consorts of none but daves. Long before SuleymSn's time, the Sultans
had practically ceasad either to obtain brides of royal rank or to give the
title of wife to the mothers of their children... .

Terhaps no more daring experiment has been tried on a large scae
upon the face of the Earth than that embodied in the Ottoman Ruling
Institution. Itsnearestideal analogueisfound inthe Republic of Plato,
its nearest actua parallel in the Mamluk system of Egypt; but it was not
restrained within the aristocratic Hellenic limitations of the first, and
it subdued and outlived the second. In the United States of America
men have risen from the rude work of the backwoods to the Presidential
chair, but they have done so by their own effort and not through the
gradations of a system carefully organized to push them forward. The
Roman Catholic Church can still train a peasant to become a pope,
but it has never begun by choosing its candidates almost exclusively from
families which profess a hostile religion. The Ottoman system de-
liberately took daves and made them ministers of state. It took boys
from the sheep-run and the plough-tail and made them courtiers and the
husbands of princesses; it took young men whose ancestors had borne
the Christian name for centuries, and made them rulers in the greatest of

! In fact, the Ottoman Padishahs bred their children from picked and chosen female
daves as their Nomad forbears on the Steppe had bred pedigree cattle from selected
gock, and their attitude towards their own human proga’\}/ resembled their attitude
towards the younglings of their flocks and herds. Sultan Mehmed |l the Conqueror
obtained a fetva from the 'ulema of his day in which it was declared lawful—'in order
to secure the peace of the World'—for the Sultan's successors on the Ottoman throne to
have all their brothers put to death. Sultan Mehmed issued an I mperial ganun in which
he made this precept jussive instead of merely permissve, and his successors duly
carried out his Instructions. Sultan Mehmed's condemnation of the majority of his own
male descendants to a premature death by violence for the sole crime of being super-
fluous has become famous in our Western World as a hyperbole of inhuman barbarity;
but we must suppose that the great Ottoman statesman felt no more compunction in
condemning his own superfluous offspring to be strangled than a twentieth-century
gVeﬂtererzj boxrge_lqse fedds when she condemns her pet cat's superfluous kittens to be

rowned.—A.J.T.

9'Plato would have been delighted with the training of the Sultan's great family,
though his nature would have revolted from its lowliness of birthsHe would have ap-
proved of the life-long education, the equally careful tralmn? of body and mind, the
separation into soldiersand rulers (even thoulg it was not complete), the relative freedom
from family ties, the sysem's rigid control of the individual, and, above all, of the
gover nment bY thewise. Whether the founders of the Ottoman system were agjjuainted
with Plato will probably never be known, but they seem to have come as near to his
plan as it is possble to come in a workable scheme. In some practical ways they even
improved upon Plato—as by avoiding the uncertainties of heredity, b}/ supplying a
personal directing power, by insuring permanence through a balance of forces, and by
making their syssem capable of vagt imperial rule.' (Lybyer, op. cit., p. 71.)

The Ottoman system was also Platonic in ﬂicking out and training women as well as
men. 'The Impérial haram partook of the characteristics of the schools of pages
(Lybyer, op. cit., p. 78); but, while the male and female departments of the household
weretrained, mutatis mutandis, on parallel lines, they were kept rigidly separate. 'Before
the middle of the reign of Suleyman, no woman resided in the entiré vast palace where
the Sultan spent most of histime' (Lybyer, op. cit., p. iai).—A.J.T.
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Muhammadan dates, and soldiers and generals in invincible armies
whose chief joy was to beat down the Cross and devate the Crescent. It
never asked itsnovices" Whowasyour father ?* or " What do you know ?"
or even " Can you speak our tongue?'; but it studied their facesand their
frames and said: "You shall Se a soldier and, if you show yoursdf
worthy, ageneral®, or " You shall be a scholar and a gentleman and, if
the ability liesin you, a governor and a prime miniser”. Grandly dis
regarding that fabric of fundamental customs which is called " human
nature', and those redigious and social preudices which are thought to
be almog as degp as life itsdf, the Ottoman system took children for
ever from parents, discouraged family cares among its member s through
their most active years, allowed them no certain hold on property, gave
them no definite promise that their sons and daughters would profit by
their success and sacrifice, raised and lowered them with no regard for
ancegtry or previous distinction, taught them a grange law, ethics, and
reigion, and ever kept them constous of a sword raised above their
heads which might put an end at any moment to a brilliant career along
a matchless path of human glory.'*

It will be seen that the essence of the Ottoman system was the
picking and training of "human watch-dogs to keep the Padishah's
"human cattle* in order and his human neighbours at bay. To
become an Ottoman public dave of the highest order was the most
arduous and dangerous and important and magnificent profession
that could be followed by any subject of the Ottoman Padishah.
Yet an essential, as well as an astonishing, rule of Ottoman state-
craft was that this profession should be reserved almost exclusively
for persons who wer e infidel-bor n>—without its mattering whether
their infidel parentshappened to be the Padishah's subjects or not—
whereas the Padishah's own Muslim co-religionists were ineligible
ex officio religioniSy even if they happened to be the sons of the
Ottoman feudal landed gentry who were the Padishah's equals in
the sight of God and his companions in arms and even in some
sense his social peers. This provision is astonishing because it is
an extreme denial of natural expectations to disqualify the members
of a conquering community from bearing rule;® but, given the
ability to enforce this disqualification, as it actually was enforced
during at least two centuries of Ottoman history {circaA.D. 1365-

. LKbyer, op. cit., pp. 36, 57-8, and 45-6.

The'f nly regular exceptions were the sons of members of the save-household who
had risen to one of the two highest dassss—the dass of administrative officials or the
dass of troopers in the household cavalry. These young men were Muslims, Muslim-
born, in spite of the fact that their fathers must have been infidel-born ex hypotheti, since
conversion to Islam, aswell asinfidel birth, wasrequired of a dave as one of the necessary
conditions for enrolment in the regular army or for appointment to an administrative
office. Neverthejess, the sons of public daves of either of the two highest dasses were
allowed, by special privilege, to follow in their fathers footsteps. This privilege, how-
ever, did not extend to the next generation. The grandsons of pashas and sipihls,
and the sons of public daves of lower rank, were disqualified for admission into the

Padishah's dave household by being enfeofed among the free Muslim landed gentry.
) The pointis put forcibly by Lybyer in op. cit., p. 117.
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1565), its utility is manifest. The Ottoman sysem of training a
'human watch-dog' made such severe demands upon human nature
that only an individual who had been torn out of his own heredit-

ary socia environment, and had been introduced into the sysem

as an isolated human atom, could be expected to submittoit. Now

of all the human materials at the Ottoman Padishah's disposd, the
least tractable were the children of hisfree M uslim feudatorieswith

their pride of race and religion, their local connexions, and their

family solidarity. The Ottoman Padishahs realized that, if once
they were to admit this free-born and free-minded element into

thelr household, an acute conflict woul d arise between the personnel

and the system and that, in thistrial of strength, it would not be the

system that would prevail. Hence the ban upon the admission of

free Muslims; and this drastic policy was justified by the sequel;

for, when the free Muslims did at last force an entry into the house-

hold, the system did break down.

Until the time of that revglutionary and disastrous innovation,
which began in the last years of Suleyman's reign,’ the Sultan's
dave-household wes recruited—with the exceptions aready men-
tioned—from infidel sources of supply. Recruits from beyond the
Ottoman frontiers were obtained either by capture in war® or by
purchase in the slave-market® or by gift of previous owners® or by
voluntary enlistment.”> Recruits within the frontiers were obtained
by the periodical levy of children by conscription. Through which-

> Lybyer, op. cit., p. 69, note 3. )

e have works from the pens of two Western prisoners of war who were passd
through the Ottoman sysem and who afterwards escaped to put their experiences on
record. One of these is'the German, Johann Schiltberger, who was taken prisoner in
A.D. 139% at the Battle of Nicopolis at the age of sixteen, spent six years as a Save in the
service of Sultan Biyezld |, was taken prisoner a second time, together with hisOttoman
royal master, by Timur Lenk at Angorain A.D. 1402, spent twenty-liveyearsmoreas a
dave in the service of Timur, and finally succeeded in making his escape and finding his
Waé/ back toWestern Christendom. (German text of Schiltberger's narrative: Tubingen
1885, Literarischer Verein in Stuttgart: English trandation by Telfer, J. B.: London
1879, Hakluyt Society). The second Western prisoner who™has left a record of his
experiences is Giovanni ‘Antonio Menavino, a Genoese who was captured by the Barbary
Corsairs at the age of twelve, about the year 1505. He was presented By his captors
to Bayezid | | , was placed in the school of pages, and made his excape in "1514 during
Selim” |'s expedition againg Isma'il Shah Safawi. (Menavino, G. A.: Trattaio de
Costumi e Vita de* Turchi (Florence 1548).)

3 The Ottoman dave-market was kept supplied by two sas of professonal dave-
raiders: the Barbary Corsairs (Ottoman colonists in Tunisand Algiers), who raided the
sea-coadts of Western Europe by ship; and the Krim Tatars (a remnant of the M ongﬁ)l
horde of Qipchaq, which had survived under an Ottoman protectorate), who raided the
steppe-coasts of Muscovy and Poland on horseback. Rycaut (in op. cit. infra, p. 81)
estimates the averag? annual import of davesfrom Krim Tatary to Constantinople at
20,000 head. The Tatars and the Algerines ought to be dassed by our anthropologists
among 'the higher hunters'.

4 eg. by gift of the Barbary Corsairs (Rycaut, op. cit. infra, p. 25). This was how
Menavino was acqfuwed by Bayezid | | . (Seefootnote 2, above.) )

5 The fourth of the four regiments of Ottoman houschold cavalrg, i.e. the Ghureba

'the Westerners'), was recruited entirely from non-Ottomans, both Muslim and

hristian. The career of a renegade in the Ottoman service remained attractive to
Western Christians until as late as the turn of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
of the Christian Era.
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ever of these channels the recruit made his entry into the Padishah's
save-household, and whatever the age at which he was received, he
was put through a long and elaborate and strenuous cour se of train-
ing before he was gazetted to a post in the Ottoman public service
The leading features of this Ottoman public educational system
were a minute and constant supervision by the responsible officers ;?
a perpetual selection and specialization at every stage ;® and a stimu-
lation of the candidates by the administration of the strongest
possibleincentives, both negative and positive. Thedisciplinewas
meticulous and the punishments, though not unregulated, were
savage’ while on the other hand there was a deliberate and un-
ceasing appeal to ambition. Every boy who entered the Ottoman
Padishah's dave-household was—and was no doubt aware that he
was—a potential Grand Vizier; and his prospects depended on his
prowess, in competition with his contemporaries, in the course of
his training.” At each stage, he had the possibility of qualifying for
a higher category of service; and success meant an immediate
increase of pay (for these Ottoman dave-apprentices were paid
from the outset),” as well as a greater chance, in the future, of
climbing to the top of the tree.

The method and spirit of the Ottoman educational system in its
heyday are vividly portrayed in the following appreciation by
a first-hand observer, the Flemish scholar and diplomat Ogier Ghi-
selin de Busbecq, who was resident in the Ottoman Empire, as
ambassador to Suleyman the Magnificent from the Hapsburg Court
at Vienna, during the years 1555-1562:'

'Every year the Turkish soveréign sends commissoners into different

! The usual age for passng out of the educational system and being appointed to a
military or administrative post seems to have been 25 in all grades. .
Rycaut, op. cit. infra, p. 25;_L_yt;rer, op.cit.,Dp. 71-2. ~J Lybyer, op. cit.,p. 83.
See the quotations from origin author|t|esm_LybP/er, op. Cit., pf. 108-9, as well
asthereferences ong)p. 77-8. Seealso Rygaut, op. cit.infra, pp. 2 and 26, and d'Ohsson,
op, cit. infra, p. 205. Lybyer, op. cit., p. 83.
Lybyer,gP. cit., pp. 76-7 and 82-3. Seefurther thetable of "'Differential Allowances
of 5%6 of Palace School* in Miller, 'The Curriculum of the Palace School', opposite
p.

7 Busbecq's observations on Ottoman affairsare contained in four letterswritten home,
dU””P his diplomatic mission in the Near Eagt, to a friend in Western Christendom,
Nicholas Michault, and in a subsequent pamphlet entitled Exclamatio, sive de Re Militari
contra Turcam instituenda Consilium. These five papers are all printed in A. Gidenii
Busbequii Omnia quae Extant (Leyden 1633, Elzevir). Busbecq observed the Ottoman
&/stemciust_ before it passed its zenith. A century later, when the sysem was still
outwardly intact but was verging towards its fall, it was observed again by another
Western diplomatist of equal acumen, the Englishman Sir Paul Rycaut, who served in
the Levant first as English Consul at Smyrna and afterwards as Secretary of the English
Embassy at Constantinople. His observations are recorded in The Present State of the
Ottoman Emp|re$L ondon 1668, Star key and Brome). He states (p. 42) that hisinfor mation
has been taken 'from the mouth of one who had spent nineteen years in the schoals of
the Seraglio’, and in another passage (p. 132) he cites 'one Albertus Bobovius, a Polonian
by nation, but educated in the Seraglio and instructed in all thelearning of the Turkish
literature (from whom | freely confess to have received many of my pbservanon%. Thus
Rycaut had good informants,” apart from what he saw himself. Finally, the Ottoman
system was observed, when it lay in ruins, but before the rubble had been removed to
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provinces who levy one in every three or four of the boys of Christian
parentage’

'These boys are brought in drovesto Congtantinople; and therethose
of more gentlemanly appearance, and those who show sgns of greater
innate ability, are allocated to the domestic service of the sovereign him-
sdif or the pachas or other high officials?

'"Therest are taken to a place where a great crowd of men of every
condition, especialy countryfolk, is gathered in waiting; and these apply
tothe official in charge for any boyswho srike their fancy. The officia
hands over the boy to the applicant on payment of a gold piece, after
entering in the public records the boy's name, birthplace, socia datus,
and age, as well as any permanent physcal marks of identity. Upon
fulfilment of these formalities, the recipient of the boy—be he country-
man or towngnan—is at liberty to take the boy away with him across
the s|a to Asa or wherever he likes, according to his place of domicile,
in order to break him in there as a dave by seady hard labour. The boy
receives rations of bread and water, with an occadonal ssasoning of
porridgeor fruit or vegetables and heissupplied with sufficient clothingto
protect him againg the inclemency of the weather. Heis aso instructed
in the practice and the tenets of the Muhammadan religion. Thusthe
boy grows up a stranger to luxury, and with no parents to spail him,
until he becomes a strong man capable of standing any exertion.?

"Then, when the Government requires the young man's services, it
demands him back from the private master who has had him on deposit,
and tranders him to the military service; and thisisthe seminary from

clear the ground for a new social structure, by Ignatius M ouradgea d'Ohsson, a L evan-
tinebornand brought up in Turkey. Hissurvey of thecivil institutions of the Ottoman
Empirein hisday will befound in the seventh volume of his Tableau Giniral de|'Empire
Ottoman (Paris 1788-1824, 7 vols.). Seefurther the admirable descriptive bibliography
in La/byer, op._cit., pp. 305-30. Thetext of a treatise on the Seraglio School from the
ggrn I_of Bob4%v)|ush|mself has been discovered by Miss Miller (sseeMiller, The Grand

aglio, p. 45). . I . .

. Actually, this levy (called devrishmi or 'rotation') was made once in every four or
five years (or at shorter intervals when the Padishah's dave-household was depleted b
heavy military casualties). Out of a total determined on each occason by the Central
Government, a quota was levied on each district. The commissioners who picked the
children reviewed the boys of between 12 and 205years of age, as shown on the parish
priests baptismal registers (Lybyer, op. C|t.,.|pp 1-2). Contemporary Christian evi-
dence showsthat parentswerenot alwaysunwillingto seetheir children taken; and there
were ingances of Muslim parents evading the disqualification to which their own
children were subject by bribing their Christian neighboursto exchange children sur-
reptitiously (op. cit., pp. 53-5)." The use of violence was rare; and the forcible con-
version of the Christian conscript children, though it did occur, was not countenanced
by the Ottoman authorities (d'Ohsson, op. cit., %p 326-7). Forcible conversion was.
indeed, usually superfluous, for the combined effect of segregation, education, ana
ambition would lead almost all Christian boyswho entered the system to embrace | slam
voluntarily before their time arrived for passing out and entering the public service.
| ly before th ed f d he publ

(See Lﬁbyer, op. cit., pp. 66-8.)—AJ.T. ) ) )

* Thefurther education of this crime de la crime, which was thus skimmed off and
set apart at the outset, is described below (seethe present quotation, seventh paragraph
on §9F 39~40)»—AJ.T. . .

he common run of conscript children, who were put out to be brought up by
foster-magters in this way, were called ~jem-oghlans (‘alien boys). For their training
see further Lyb){\er, op. cif., pp. 79-82, an R?/caut, op. cit., Bk. I, ch.x. Therural foster-
fathers seem to have been usually membersof the free M uslim feudal landed gentry and
B\OEI ﬁ_rnple peasants (as Busbecq's description seems rather to imply that they were).—
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which drafts are taken to make good the wadage in the ranks of the
Janissaries!

"Upon enrolment in the Janissaries the cadd's pay darts at about a
ducat and a half per mensem—aremuner ation which isconsdered quite
enough for a soldier who has yet to learn histrade. But, to insure that
heisproperly fed, herecavesrationsgratisfrom themess of the platoon
to which he is pogted, on condition that he re-pays the platoon in
scullion'swork and other fatigue duty. In return, die best maser of
armsin the platoon givesthe cadet military ingtruction and teaches him,
by daily practice, the stence of handling his weapons. Thus the cadet
acquires physical srength and endurance and professional skill; but he
is still his messmates inferior in rank and pay; and his sole hape of
attaining equality with them liesin hisown prowess: that isto say, if, in
his first experience of active service, he gives a sufficiently good account
of himsdlf to be discharged from his probation and to be put on a par
with thefull-blown Janissariesin rank and pay. The hope of thisreward
gimulates many cadets to perform numerous feats of distinguished
valour and to viewith theveteransin giving proof of their courage; and
s0 they win the higher pay, which rises, for Janissaries to a maximum
of eght ducatsper mensem.? |f, however, a Janissary qualifies, through

i Bushecq here skips over an intermediate stage which is recorded in Rycaut, op. cit.,
ch. x, and in Lybyer, op. cit., pp. 79-82. The drafting of the * Ajem-oghlans into the
Janissary Corps did not follow immediately upon their recall to Congtantinople. The
cream of them were thereupon sdected for service, en permanence, in the Padishah's
household as gardeners and_in other menial non-military capacities (with a possibility
of rising thereafter, by merit, to the lesser administrative possin the Palace). There-
mainder wereeither drafted temporarily into the Navy or werehired out by the Govern-
ment to private contractors to perform hard urban [abour (as described by Busbecq in
his next paragraph). It was from these two latter sub-categories of * Ajem-oghlans that
the recruits for the Janissaries were eventually taken. In thislast probationary stage the
' Ajem-oghlans wer e organized in companies (odalar or 'chambers’); and in each company
facilities were provided for teaching any member, who wished to learn, to read and
write (d'Ohsson, op. cit., p. 327).—A.T.T.

% The Janissaries were a professional paid standinP corps of 12,000 regular infantry—
disciplined, drilled, uniformed (in uniformsof bluecloth, without armourg and equipped
with muskets. In other words, they resembled the infantry of Western
it came to be in the eighteenth century; but they were so different from, and in every
way so superior to, the Western infantry of the sixteenth century that they moved,an
intelligent Western observer of that age, such as Bushecq was, to astonishment and envy.
The whole purpose of Bushecg's Exclamatio, from which the passage here quoted 1s
taken, was to induce the sovereigns of Western Christendom to save themselves and
the|ref)eo1p|$ from the Ottoman peril by raising troops of their own on this Ottoman
model. The unfamiliarity of uniformed troops to sixteenth-century Western eyes comes
out in Busbecq's description of Suleyman defiling through the streets of Constantinople
at the head of histroopsin A.D. 1559 (in Letter | | | : Elzevir edition, p. 246): 'The
cavalry were followed by along column of Janissaries, few of whom carried any weapons
except muskets, which are their regular arm. They were dressed in uniforms of practic-
ally identical cut and colour, which marked them out as the daveforce, or dave-
household, of a single master. There was no extravagance or exaggeration in their
dress, no dashings or perforations. They say their clothes wear out quite fast enough,
even without deliberately tearing them!"

Asin the Roman standing army of the | mperial period, marriage was discountenanced,
though in the case of the Janissariesit was not actually disallowed (Lybyer, op. cit., p. 70).
The unmarried Janissaries lived in barracks. They were organizéd in messs of ten
members each (‘For their living expenses each contributes so much a day; and they have
a steward and a cook, who provide their necessary living': Ramberti, B.: The Second
Book of the Affairsof the Turks, writtenin A.D. 1534, and translated fr