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PREFACE.

At the beginning of the session 1922-23 I
delivered a series of lecturcs on the ¢ Economic
History of Ancient India” to the students of the
Kalikata Vidyapith. The Vidyapith is now no
more and thereforc as a token of my humble
connection with that noble institution I now
publish these lectures.

In doing so, I have necessarily to make some
additions and alterations but these have not
modified the general scope and plan of the
lectures. I have avoided on prineiple all theoretical
disquisitions throughout this work. It has been
my aim rather simply to present the facts in a
connected manner with a view to illustrate, as
far as possible, the gradual development of the
economic conditions from the earliest times. I
have always indicated the sources of my infor-
mation in order that my conclusions may be
tested with reference to the authorities on which
they are based.

A few words must be said regarding the
dates of the various literary authorities which
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have supplied the materials for this work. I
bhave avoided, as far as possible, all discussions
about them in the body of the book, as that would
have disturbed the harmony of the subject
matter dealt therein. As will be noticed I have
principally reliel upon two classes of works,
Brahmanical and Buddhist. The principal Brah-
manical texts, besides the Samhitas and the
Brahmanas are the Dharma-siitras and the Dharma-
$astras. Of the Samhitas the Rig-Veda is undoubted-
ly the oldest and marks an epoch by itself. Its
age was subjected to a searching and exhaustive
scrutiny by Prof. Winternitz whose views have
nowadays to be accepted. Says he ‘‘ It seems more
probable that the initial date falls in the third rather
than in the second milleninm”  (Geschichte
Indischen Litteratur, Part I. p. 258). Definitely
later in date are the rest of the Vedas, the
Brihmanas and the Upanishads for which also
no specific dates can be proposed which command
gencral acceptance but they may be roughly
placed in a period beginning from the middle
of the second millenium down to the 7th century
B.C. As regards the relative chronology of
the Dharma-sitras and Dharma-sistras, I have
been guided by the opinions of Jolly. I differ
from him only about the date of Manusmriti,
the composition of which I have placed on the
authority of Biihler between second century B. C.
and second century A.D. (S. B. E. Vol. XXV.
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p. OXVIL). Jolly’s views may be summed up in
the following tabular form :—

[ Texts arranged Probale Reference
in alphabetical date. to “Recht
order. und Sitte.”
‘;‘é Apasthamba, 4th or 5th
p=t Cent. B.C. page 3
w2
@ | Baudhyayana 5th or 6th
g Cent. B.C. page 4
5 Gautama ' Do. pages 5-6
Vasistha 4th or 5th
L Cent. B.C. page 7
( Brihaspati 6th or 7th
Cent. A.D. page 27
. Katyayana Do. page 28
g Manu-Smriti Not later than
-‘k(;;) 2nd or 3rd
i ‘ Cent. A.D. page 16
E | Narada C. 500 A.D. page 32
'S Vishnu-Smriti Nor earlier
than 3rd
Cent. A.D. page 7
Yajnabalkya 4th Cent.
L. A.D. pago 21

Of the other Brahmanical texts, the kernel
of the Ramayana was composed before 500 B.C.
although the most recent portions were not
probably added till the 2nd cent. B.C. and later
(Macdonell, Hist. of Sans. Lit. p. 809) while the



v

Mahabharata, very much in its present form
exisled at about 350 A.D. [ Macdonell, Hist. of
Sans. Lit. p. 207 ; Biibler places it between 300-500
A.D. (Biihler and Xriste, Contribution to the
History of the Mahabharata]. As regards the date
of Panini I accept the views of Dr. R. G. Bhandarkar
who places himin the 7th century B. C. (Bombay
Gazetteer 1896, Vol. I. Part II. p. 141). The
Arthadastra has been vreferred by competent
critics to the time of Chandragupta Maurya
(820 B. C.) [Jolly’s article in Z. D. M. G.
Vol. 67, pp. 49-96 ; R. Shyam Sastri’s Arthasastra
pp. V—XXV.]

The allusions which the jataka stories in
Buddhist literature contain to social and economic
conditions have been referred by Fick to the time
of Buddha and by Rhys Davids cven to an anterior
period [ Fick, pp. VI-VII; Buddhist India, p.
207.] On the authority of these two scholars
I have assumed 7th and 6th centuries B.C. to be
the period represented by the jatakas. The
canonical Buddhist texts like the Vinaya and
the Sutta Pitakas have been referred by Olden-
burg and Rhys Davids to about 4th century B.C.
(S. B. E. vol. XIIL p. XIII; Ibid. Vol. XI. p. X.)

I beg to point out that I have utilised the
researches of Professors Zimmer, Macdonell and
Keith, Drs. Fick and Rhys Davids and Professor
Hopkins who have dealt with the economic data
on the basis respectively of the Vedas, the



Jatakas and the Epics. I am no less indebted
to the researches of Mrs. Rhys Davids and Drs.
Radhz Kumud  Mukerji, Ramesh Chandra
Mazumdar and D. R. Bhandarkar.

My thanks are due to my {riend Babu Rakhohari
Chatterji, M. A. who has taken infinite pains
in supplying me with books and journals whenever
required and to His Honour Licutenant-general
Sir Kaiser Shum Shere Jung Bahadur Rana K. B. E.
and Major Shivaprotap Thapa B. Sc., Asst. Director
of Public Instruction, Nepal, for their kind
encouragement and sympathy which it is alike my
pleasure and duty to gratefully acknowledge.

The method of transliteration followed in this
work is substantially that of the Indian Antiquary.

Tribhuban-Chandra College,
Nepal, SanTosH KUMAR Das,

The 18th October 1924.
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The Economic History

OF
Ancient India.
The Palaolithic Age.

“ The pleasant belicf of poets that primitive man
enjoyed in an carthly paradisc a golden age free
from sin, sorrow, want and death finds no support
from the researches of sober, matter-of-fact science.
On the contrary, abundant and conclusive evidence
proves that the carlicst man whether in India,
Europo or clsewhere were rude savages, cowering
for shelter under rocks or trees or roughly housed
in caves and huts” (Oxford History of India,
p-1). He does not know how to pasturc cattle, he
does not know agriculturc or manufacturcs. He
lives by hunting in the forests or fishing in the
rivers or by acquiring fruits etc., which grow wild,
and so he has great difficulty in getting a regular
supply of food. He knows no private property
in land and little division of labour. He was
ignorant of any metal and cven of pottery. He
was dependent for tools or weapons of all kinds on
sticks, stones and bones. The sticks of course lié.ye
perished and the bones have shared the same fate
on account of the white ants. The stone implements
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lahoriously shaped by chipping into forms suitable
for hammering, cutting, boring and scrapping are
found in large numbers in many parts of India,
more specially in the districts along the eastern
coast. The Madras or Chingleput district presents
“the most numerous and important traces of
paleolithic man known in southern India.”

The Neolithic Age.

In the next stage of human advance, men were
for a long time still ignorant of metals except gold
and Wwere conscquently obliged to continue using
stone tools. The stone weapons and utensils which
are specially characteristic of this age are found
scattered over a much wider arca than the more
rudimentary palweoliths though mainly in regions
where the {rap rock, used specially in- their
manufacture abounds. They exhibit a remarkable
varicty illustrated by at least a hundred distinct
types some of which were ground, grooved and
polished and thus converted into highly finished
objects adapted to divers purposes. They can be
studied to special advantage in the Bellary district
wherc Foote discovered the site of an ancient factory
with 1{ools in every stage of manufacture. The
Neolithic people used pottery, at first hand-made and
later turned on the potter's wheel. They kept
domestic animals and cultivated the land. They



THE NEOLITHIC AGE. 3

learnt the use of graves which have been discovered
by Cockburn in the Mirzipur district, U. P. The
tombs were surrounded by stonc circles. Many
pre-historic cemeterics exist in the Tinnevelly
district along the coast of the Tamraparni river,
the most ancient seat of the pearl and chank or
conch-shell industry. This connection between the
early scttlements on the Tamraparni river and the
pearl-fishery is not an isolated fact. Professor Elliot
Smith rightly observes “Ancicnt miners in scarch
of metals or precious stones or in other cases pcarl-
fishers had in every case established camps to
exploit these varied sources of wealth and the
megalithic monuments represent their tombs and
temples” (Manchester Memoirs. Vol. 60. Part I.
1915. p. 29 of reprint). Gold mining was also known
in this age and a neolithic settlement existed at
Maski in the Nizam’s dominions where the old
gold-miner’s shafts were the decpest in the world.

The Copper Age.

As the Neolithic age gradually passed away in
Northern India, it appears to have given place not
to an age of Bronze as it did in most parts of
Europe but to one of Copper. In Southern India
on the other hand, stone tools were superseded
directly by iron without any intermediate . step.
Copper implements have been discovered in large
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numbers in the Central Provinces, Chota Nagpur,
old beds of the Ganges ncar Cawnpur and elsewhere.
Among them are barc and shouldered celts, harpoons,
spearheads both plain and barbed, axc-heads,
swords and an object suggestive of the human
shape. The last mentioned as well as some of
the swords which arc remarkable for their excessive
weight and the form of their handles may have
been used for cult purposes. Onc hoard of these
implements which came from Gungeria in the Central
Provinces contained as many as 424 specimens of
almost purc metal, weighing in all 829 pounds
besides 102 ornamental laminac of silver. Such
a collection comprising as it did, a variety of imple-
ments intended for domestic and other purposcs,
affords evidence coough, as Dr. Smith has remarked,
that their manufacture was conducted in India on
an cxtensive scale; while the distinctive types that
have been cvolved and are represented both in this
and other finds connote a development that must
alrcady have extended over a long period, though
at the samc time, the barbed spear-heads and
harpoons and flat cclts manifestly copied from
neolithic prototypes bespeak a rclatively high anti-
quity. The presence of silver ornaments in the
Gungeria hoard has suggested doubts as to its
remote date but there secms little reason for assuming
that a race familiar with the difficult metallurgical
processes by which copper is extracted from its ores
weére incapab’e of smelting silver from the rich
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argintiferous galenas which occur in various locali-
ties.

Having regard to this dcvelopment of industry,
it seems desirable to say a few words with regard
to the condition of currency that may have
prevailed in this country before the advent of
the Aryans. “I can quitc imagine some doubt
crossing the minds of most my readers” says
Professor D. R. Bhiandarkar “as to how I could
even surmise the state of currency in pre-vedic
India. But what Professor Ridgeway has done
in regard to the pre-historic or proto-historic
currency of Greece can also be attempted on a
modest scale in regard to India, provided we follow
his method which is typically thc anthropological
method.” It is possible to study the various kinds
of currency in wusc among the savage tribes of
various stages of civilisation and compare them
to the similar ones that were prevalent in India.
Now the earliest stage of civilisation is taken to be
the Hunting stage. No form of currcncy belonging
to this stage, such as skins of hunting animals, is
known to wus from any composition of the Vedic
period or from any other source. As the Hunting
stage passcss to the Pastoral and animals are
domesticated, the animal itself, not its skin,
becomes the wunit of value. The most common
of such animals in India is the cow which is found
mentioned in the Rig veda. Thus, there is a hymn
in this veda (IV. 24. 10.) where Indra 4. e., his
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image is offerred as a fctish for ten cows and another
VIII. 1. 5.) where Indra is conmsidered to be so
invaluable that not a hundered, a thousand or
even a myriad of cows is thought to be a proper
price. As the Pastoral develops into the Agricultural
stage, a number of agricultural products come to
be used as currcncy." It is in this agricultural
stage that commerce is found to develop itself
and a greater number of objects are found capable
of being used as measures of value, such as
garments, coverlets and goat-skins which were
so employed in the time of the Atharva-Veda
(IV. 7. 6.). Also mineral products such as cowries
come to be used first as ornaments and then as
currency. Thus we see that traces of the various
circulating media  of these various stages of
civilisation are clearly found in the Samhita portion
of the Vedas and that they must have survived
down to the Vedic epoch {rom previous stages of
civilisation.

We may also note here that there are not onc
or two but many pre-historic symbols to be found
on the punch-marked coins (cf. J. B. O. R. 8.
1920, p. 400). Mr. Theobald has observed not less
than fourteen symbols engraved on the sculptured
stones of Scotland. There was a time when Fergusson
and archeelogists of his kind relegated the rude stone
implements of Great Bretain and Scotland to the
Post-Roman period but no archeelogist of any repute
now disputes its pre-historic character. When there-
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fore we find so many pre-historic symbols occurring
on the punch-marked coins, it is difficult to avoid the
conclusion that karshapana coins must have been
handed down to us from pre-historic times. If any
further evidence is required, it is furnished hy the
fact, first brought to our attention by Elliot that
these punch-marked coins “have been discovered
along the ashes of the men who constructed the pri-
mitive tombs known as Pindukulis of the south and
unearthed from the ruins of buried cities in excava-
ting the head-waters of the Ganges Canal” (I N O-
csi 45) “A large horde of these coins” says he
elsewhere ¢ was discovered in September 1807 at the
opening of one of the ancient tomhs known by the
name of Pindukulis necar the village of Chavadi-
paleiyam in Coimbatore, thus identifying the employ-
ment of this kind of money with the aboriginal race
whose places of sepulchure are scattered over cevery
part of Southern India (Madras Journal of Literature
and Science, 1858. p. 227).

The recent surprising discoveries by Rai Bihi-
dur Daya Ram 83hni at Harappa in the Montgo-
mery District of the Punjab and by Babu Rakhzldas
Banerji at Mohenzo Daro have proved the existence
of a new type of coins or tokens and have estab-
lished beyond doubt the fact that five thousand
years ago the people of Sind and the Punjab were
living in well-built citics and were in possession of
a relatively mature civilization with a high stan-
dard of art and craftmanship and a developed
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system of writing—a civilization as highly deve-
loped and seemingly as widespread as the Sume-
rian culture of Mesopotamia with conclusive
evidence of a close contact between the two. The
remains brought to light in these two places in-
clude houses and temples massively built of burnt
brick and provided with well-constructed water
conduits covered by marble slabs. The other anti-
quities of equally fascinating interest to the student
of economic history are a variety of potteries both
painted and plain, some fashioned by hand and
some turned on the wheel; terracottas; toys;
bangles of blue glass paste and shell ; knives and
cores of chert; curious stone rings; dice and a
number of engraved and inscribed scals hearing
inscriptions in a hitherto unknown pictographic
Script.

The Rig Vedic Age.

The Aryans of the carly hymns of the Rig Veda
were for the most part pastoral tribes.  Pushan was the
God of the shepherds to whom hymns were addressed
(Rig Veda I. 42. 1-10). “Give us wide pastures”
was their cry. Not only are there innumerable refer-
ences to grazing but the pastoral habits of the tribes
are often described. Horses, kine, sheep and ewes
are frequently mentioned (Rig X. 91. 14; also ibid.
X. 80. 14). Another hymn (X. 19. 4-6) refers to
the practice of taking out cattle t¢ the pasturage and
bringing them back. The stress laid by the poets
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on the possession of cows ,is almost pathetic. The
name of the sacrificial fee Dakshina is explained as
referring originally to a cow placed on the right hand
of the singer for reward. The singers delight to
compare their songs to Indra with the lowing of cows
to their calves.

Nevertheless, the agricultural stage has already
come, for there are also references to agriculture and
hence to landownership. The land was divided into
Vistup Arable land,cPasture amb(ForestsCCQ’I‘hc Vastu
was in individual ownership as was also the
case with the Vastu of the German Mark. But
whi}éjthe arable land in ancient India was in private
ownership throughout, that in the Mark was at first
in communal ownership but ultimately in private
ownership. ) In the Rig Veda, a worshipper prays
for meadowland to be bestowed on him alone.  Again
a Woman prays that somecthing may grow on her
father's head and on his ploughland. A gambler
cries that a god has warned him to go and plough
the ploughland instecad of playing with dice which
leads only to regret as he looks on the happy homes
of others. In fact  winning of ficlds” or “ conquest
of ficlds” is recognised as the usual aim of battle
so much as the conquest of cattle. The booty of
such land conquests was distributed by shares. At
a Coronation Oath the prayer is * Grant him the
kind as share in village, horses and cattle.” Again
the heads of families casually mentioned as groups
round the “active lord of the host” may possibly

3
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imply joint family and joint ownership of land (Rig
I. 114). In the Rig Veda, we find that when a
father grew old, he was ousted from his property
and his sons divided it among themselves. But the
marriage hymn of the Rig Veda which indicates
that the man takes his bride home and expects her
to be mistress of the household which includes her
father-in-law and brothers-in-law shows that joint
family was cxisting side by sichC\The pasture here
as in the German Mark was in communal ownership
whi?i’the forest belonged to everybody who cleared
it off.

Coming to the law of inheritance which appears
from Rig III. 31. 1-2, we find that the father might
distribute his wealth among his sons (Rig I. 114).
No will is ever alluded to. In joint families, after
the father, the elder brother was to feed and protect
all.  8till there was no primogeniture. All the sons
had a share, though the cldest got a little more than
the others.  In default of a son, the daughter's son
was the heir (Rig III. and VIL). The following
were excluded from inheritance : eunuchs, outcastes,
born deaf or dumb or blind, onc losing a limb, mad
man and idiots. They must, however, be maintained
by the heirs. The sons of such excluded persons
were, however, capable of inheriting.

The existence of city-life in this period has been
devied by Professor Keith and others. References
have heen found by some to iron towns which others
explain as forts while some have found references to a
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hundred stone-built iowns (Rig IV. 3. 20). Accord-
ing to Keith, however, “the par which is often
referred to and which in later days denotes a town
was probably mno more than a mere carthwork
fortification. In ceriain passages, these paras are
called autumnal and by far the most probable
explanation of this epithet is, that it refers to the
flooding of the plains by the rising of the rivers in
the autumn when the cultivators and the herdsmen
had to take refuge within the earthworks which at
other times served as defences against human foes”
(Cambridge History of India, Vol. I).

Agriculture was alrcady a part of the Vedic
cconomy. The very name Arya by which the Aryan
conqucrors have distinguished themselves from the
aborigines is said to have come from a root (Kiish)
which mecans to cultivate (R. C. Dutt’s History of
Civilisation in Ancient India, p. 35). This meaning
of Arya is found in Rig. I. 117. 21 [ec. {. also
Charsana (I. 3. 7) and Krishti (I. 4. 6)]. We learn
of the use of bulls to draw the plough, of the sowing
of sceds in the furrows thus made, of the cutting of
the corn with the sickle, the laying of it in bundles
on the threshing floor and the threshing and final
shifting by winnowing.

Coming to the nature of the grain grown, we find
that various preparations from Yava (barley) called
srareta, WY etc., were offered to the gods. That
Yava was regularly cultivated by the Aryans is
evident from “zR 7 I{w” (Rig 8. 22. 6) “I
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have cultivated barley by the help of your plough.”
Fried Yava was called 1=, e.g., Q@lm AqYIAT
#TME‘(! A% 3f% ¢z36% I’ From %13 we have probably
got our #1¥, ricc which is mentioned in Artharva
Veda (Vedic Index. I. 398). Yava is hence called
wiyaw ) It is also called ﬁl\'ﬁ"jjs (grown in a cold
climate). That wheat was not produced in this
period will be evident from the {following « Sifzfefe
Teagws 2T wgre AAE WAFE A1 STRIIfAA |
Fa@ifan cmtgmt PRnfraz . It is said  that
“sacrifices are to be offered with % | In the absence
of things recommended, things like them may be used
e.9. Ny (wheat) for Yava, #1far for Sifz 17 This
shows that wheat and #f& were produced long after
the cultivation of barley and @if7 « Sugarcane was
cullivated in this period. 97 is the Vedic name
for a species of big grass. From this is derived
F=1aY, the general name of sugarcane (Bharati,
Kartik, 1320 B. 8.). The origin of sugarcane is thus
described in the Purinas :—

“ oqges foarstae Is girvIefama:
farAgrd sgAr =MfAyreres got
#§ A ifvpaangeres:
30 ASAATT WA FTATIATHE 07
3T AHIRHAYLS TIAY R N1 |

“ When the Sun was drinking nectar, a few drops
fell from his lips and from these wfifa, g9, I and
3% are born. For this, sugar, the essence of sugar-
cane is a very good thing and a favourite of the Sun.
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For this, it is regarded as sacred and offered in ¢oF
and ¢72 W& |”  The fact that sugarcane is related in
its origin to the Sun and is his favourite shows that
sugarcanc was discovercd along with the worship
of the Sun in Central Asia. The antiquity of
sugarcane is well-proved by the evidences of Compa-
rative Philology. Professor Ragozin in his Vedic
India (p. 33, foot-note) says * Latin Saccharum,
Slavic Sakhar, German Zucher, Italian Zucchero,
Spanish Azucor, French Sucre, English Sugar, not
to mention of Arabic Sukkar and Persian Shakar”.
Professor Ragozin belicves that Sugarcandy (fafa) is
a slight corruption of Sanskrit ®&atve

We find innumerable references to Soma plant
trom which was extracted a kind of juice used as
sacrificial drink. “It stands, however, to reason that
the extraordinary preeninence which it acquired
for rcligious purposes can hardly have been attained
cxcept through its original popular character; and
it is difficult to resist the impression that the Soma
was at first a popular drink in their homes when
the Vedic Aryans entered lndia and that in India
itsclf they found no plant which precisely coincided
with that whence the Soma had been first produced
and so were compelled to resort to substitutes or to
usc the original plant after it had been brought
from a great distance and had thus lost its original
flavour ” (Cambridge History of India, Vol. I).

Besides agriculture, the Aryans of this period
had an eye on the preservation and utilisation of
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forests. They regularly prayed that the plants
and trees would be endowed with swcetness so
that they might conduce to the benefit of the
people—
“§ TYATS| ASIACT, Ty ®AY (g |
TR ATRIER: 0
§ ny A@rtaral, nyge o 7@ |
Wy (oVag w2 e
TYWF_ (T IAffefya g 472
T firal ©ag 72
LECRECR A TR
The various useful plants and trees mentioned
in the Vedic hymns are :—(1) =es1 and =B
(probably atzem) (2) w=eftxtf (wieft®, a medicinal
plant) (3) =wal (WFEFA a medicinal tree) (4)
/#FST (a cow after drinking its juice will give
a larger quantity of milk., Lac was also produced
from this tree) (5) w9y or =AY (w1®) (6) =&
(wiz®) (7) =wIF  or Aefta (Blyxa Octranda)
(8) =r¢st®! (a medicinal plant) (9) ¥ (10) =71
(ginger) (11) wtay (afam) (12) ®Bgza (¥93)
(12) ®a%a (=) (13) @=afF (a perfumed plant)
(14) {é (a plant used as a medicine for all kinds
of diseases and is grown on the Himalayas)
(15) @f¥g (Terminatia Arjuneya) (16) 3&g (AT A
T oim Faw) (17) «fea (18) gz (19) fem (20) =&
(used nowadays for purifying sugar) (21) %313 (%%)
(22). wLally (IB) (28) Agate (cwawt®) (24) A% (N1FY)
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(25) 3w (26) faw (27) % (Hemp) (28) =eon (ferqm)
(29) W= (its juice says ¥¥g® when applied on
the body would deprive the skin of its hair) (30)
=yerl (its juice was used for pcisoning the heads
of arrows) (31) F1A16Y (its juice was used for similar
purposes c.f. «1A5) (32) IgY (used for manufac-
turing intoxicating drinks) (83) ®#al (used for
similar purposes in the absence of Soma plant
says Satapatha Brihmana) (34) ‘!WE (Colosanthes
Indica; it was used in the construction of tyres
forscarts).

For the improvement of vegetation and agricul-
ture, watercourses were dug out (Rig X. 68. 1).
and in fact canals are mentioned in Rig X. 99. 4
while wells for purposes of irrigation are mentioned
in Rig X. 25. Water was raised out of wells by
means of well-wheels called Ghati-Chakra or
Araghatta and used for fields and drinking
(Rig X. 25. 4; X. 93. 13). In the Rig Veda, the
plough and the ploughsharo are objects of divine
worship. One hymn (Rig IV. 57) is addressed to a
deity vaguely personified as the lord who presides
over the fields, he being prayed to direct the plough
straight into the furrow, to keep the land sweet,
so that the husbandman may cheerfully drive the
oxen with his goad,)

(Despite this emphasis upon and care for
agriculture, famines were not unknown. In
Rig III. 8 a prayer is offered to drive away famine.
Tn Rig III. 53 Sasarhari is said to have dispelled
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a famine. .In Rig VIIL. 118 a prayer is offered
to save the people from the jaws of famine. In
Rig VIII. 55 and X. 42 Indra is invited to set
the people free from famine.

As regards the arts and crafts of this period,
scholars differ. Professor Kaegi in his Introduction
to the Rig Veda says‘ In arts the race still stood
on the lowest stage” (p. 40); while Professors
Ragozin and Macdonell hold the opposite view.
According to Macdonell “already in this period
specialisation in industry had begun”. The art
of weaving was sufficiently well-known in this
period? There is a reference to weaving in Rig
X.120. 1 and V1. 9. 2. In Rig L. 105. 8 we find

“yral % et Twfw wags
(BISAY (T ATTHS! fAQ (A WA cAAA (7

“Just as a- mouse cuts a thread, so oh ®WewFy,
sorrow is cutting me to the quick ”. S8ayan in his
commentory on the verse says that as ITG was
appiied on the weaver’s thread, it became the
delicious food of mice. From Rig I. 140. 1.,
I. 152. 1., II. 14. 3., IX. 8. 6., IX. 96. 1 etc,
it is evident that a large number of coverlets were
used for altars. In Rig V. 29. 15 nice dresses
are mentioned : “s(¥ IW ¥FS! | ” In another hymn
(Rig X. 11. 4) we find * @733 #re7 =AY F3tAL 1 In
Rig VIIL 46. 33 we hear of a well adorned maid-
servant. (Garmcnts were generally manufactured
from the wool of sheep (Muir’s Original Sanskrit
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Toxts. pp. 462ff) In Rig X. 20. 6 we find a
refercnce to weaving and bleaching of sheup’s wool.
Warf was tantu, woof was bemian and loom was
called tasara.. Linen corselets are mentioned
in Rig I. 31. 15 and in V. 101. 8 as also silken
cloth which was called ®t%ff | Thero is no mention
of cotton but Professor Muir is of opinion that
cotton was known in this period. Professor Ragozin
observes. “The Aryan secttlers of Northern India
had already begun at an amazingly carly period
to excel in the manufactures of the delicate
tissue which has over been and is today doubtless
incomparably great in perfection, one of their
industrial glories—a fact which implies cultjvation
of cotton-plant or tree” (Vedic India, p. 306).4
Some historians are of opinion that the lndians
upto the invasion of Alexander the Great did not
know the use of any other garment save a Dhuti
and a Chaddar. (Muir's O. 8. T. Vol. V. p. 462).
Mr. Watson in his Textile Manufactures and Pro-
fessor C. V. Vaidya in his History of Moedismval
Hindu India pp. 89-90 of Vol. I. hold the same
opinion. But it is inconceivable that the richer folk
would be content with wearing Dhuti and Chaddar
for all times. (Indo-Aryans Vol. I. p. 177). In fact,
we find references in the Rig Veda to the art of
sewing. (Wilson’s Rig Veda Vol. IL. p. 280 and
IV.p. 60}). As a result, we find a large variety
of dress worn by the Vedic Aryans. Thus, the inner
garment was called 3 (Atharva Veda VIII, 2.

3
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16. Over it was worn cloth or It#A{ and above
all was worn @if¥at (Rig I. 140. 9). Othcr names
of this =f¥atA are =¥ and 1%\ When engaged
in sacrificial coremonies a silken under-garment
called ©t4] was worn. ‘e*# was used for adorning
the heul (Rig X. 83.8). Its exact meaning is not
known. Roth thinks that it was a corruption of
HIAN =T+ 4% and hence hair-tape or hair-net
(Rig VI. 53. 9 and I. 173. 6.). Professor Bloomfield
(Hymn of the Atharva Veda pp. 538-89) takes
it to mean the coverlet for women, €%4i1 The
existence of these various kinds of garments
presupposos the art of tailoring and gives the lie
direct to tho theory that it was introduced by the
Muhammadans in India. We may add that Col.
Medoys Taylor has observed that a figure in the
Ajanta caves was adorned with nice indigenous
garments which were similar to those of Greak style
(Edinburg Reviow. July, 1867). We further find from
Amarkosha that the manufacturers of sewn cloths are
called tA1f6% and in later times formed a caste by
themselves. They were born of a Vaisya father and
a Sudra mother, They still exist in Benares as a
separate tribe and have been noticed by Mr. Sherring
in his Hindu Castes and Tribes of Benares. Fomale
weavers are referred to in Rig IL. 3. 6., II. 38. 4
and VI. 9 2; while there is a fling at spinsters who
spin out thread in ignorance in Rig X.71.9. To
women is also ascribed the plaiting of mats from
grass or recds,
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The worker in metal smelted ore in the furnace
(Rig V. 9. 5; VIL. 2.4), using the wing of a bird
in the placc of Dbellows to fan the flame. Kettles,
pans and various other domestic utensils were made
of the metal )(Rig V.19.27, 30, 33, 52, b4, b5,
and VI. 2. 27, 46, 47, 48). Soma cup made of ham-
mered metal is also mentioned (Vedic Index I.
p. 140). Coats of mail for war (Rig VI. 75. 1),
golden coloured mail (Rig IV. 53. 2), helmets of
gold (Rig II. 34. 3), spears and weapons bright with
gold (Rig V. 52. 6), were manufactur-d Dbesides
arrows, quivers, spears and daggers{(Rig V. 57. 2).
Rig IV. 39. 4. refers to armour for the shoulders or
arms, perhaps a shield. A javelin (rispti) is com-
pared to lightning in Rig V. 52. 6, and V. 54. 11.
Also sword or battle-axe is s» compared. 3000 mailed
warriors are referred to in Rig VI. 27. 6. Sharp-
edged swords are mentionel in Rig VI. 47 10.
Arrows were of two kinds—one is poisoned and has
a head of horn, the other is copper, bronze or iron-
headed (Vedic Index). Feathered, sharppointed shafts
are described in Rig VI. 46. 11. Gold breastplates,
anklets and crowns were manufactured (Rig V. 54.
1), as also gold chains and trappings for horses (Rig
V. 54. 11; IV. 2. 8; IV. 87. 4). Razors and
scissors are referred to in Rig VIIL 4. 16 and X.
142. 4.

Among the ornaments of the period we find FqA
(Rig X. 85. 8) for the head. According to Zimmer,
it means peacock and therefore it must have heen



20 ECONOMIC HISTORY.

an arch-like ornament. fa% (fA%aa in Rig V. 19. 3)
was an ornament of the neck. #¥ (Rig I. 166. 10),
was a gold ornament worn on the breast. %3 has
been compared to the sun so that it was probably
round in shape. It was hung on the breast by
means of a chain which was called #ga{t* (Satapmtha
Brahmana VI. 7. 1. 7). Ancther ornament was
qtf1 According to Roth it was of threc kinds—
(i) an orpament for the legs like w1 (Rig V. 54. 11)
(14) an ornament for the arms or hands like = or
eifew (Rig 1. 66. 9) (iii) ring =z (Rig I. 168. 2).
Another ornament was called (1 (Rig X. 85. 6).
Its nature is not known. =fd4 was cither pearl or
diamond (Rig I. 33. 8). It was worn on the neck
(@f4alz in Rig I. 122. 14) by means of a thread
(Panchabimsha Brahmana XX. 16. G). According
to commenfator gftstdy (7. 23) =ufqd=wifqerafa,
7§73ty wfd In Rig IX. 42. 2 and X. 39. 14, we
are told that daughters should be married adorned
with fine dress and ornaments. Even bride-grooms
usgd ornaments and perfumes. (Rig. 60. 4.)

Thus it is evident that the metal industry was in
a highly developed state but it is however, still
uncertain ” says Mr. Macdonell what that metal
which was called ayas (%) was.” From Atharva
Veda X. 8.17 and cven Rig V. 25 the sense of iron
for =uy is certam) But from White Yajur Vela
(18. 12) we find reference to six different kinds
of mitals (fZa® w7, wgwsrw, Yimsrw, (avatscs,
MABLA Q95CA) —Here (A% (iron) is differentiated
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from =g7  In any case if on the authority of
Athava X. 3. 17 anl Rig V. 25, the use of iron is
certain in that age, copper is conceivable and bronze
quite likely (Vedie Index I. p. 32).

The worker in wood constrncted carls, chariots
for war and the race, b ats and ships (Rig III. 53.
13; VL 2. 14; 1IV. 16. 29). He was carpenter,
join:r and wheel-wright in onc and the wood of
=3y (colosanthes Tudica) was his great favourite in
the construction of wheels. War chariots and war-
drums are mentioned in Rig VI. 47, 26 and VI. 47.
29. The fashioning of chariots was a frequent
source of metaphor, the poct comparing his own
skill to that of the whccl-wright.) Out of 3H! plont,
the sacrificial thread was made as also the ggya™
which was henee ealled ¢av=Y |

Liquor was manufactured from the Soma plant
and in its absence from agg and =1 Rig. 1. 191.
10. tells of the vinter’s house and of the wine-skins
kept within.( The process of preparing the Soma
drink is deseribed in Rig XI. 66. 2-18., IX. 108. 3.,
IX. 110. 8 and IX. 113. 9. Rig VIIIL 58. 11 refers
to all the gods as heing intoxicated. Probably the
Indo-Aryan worship of Indra was a Bacchanalian
feast when the Aryans used to drink deep. But the
popuwlar drink was evidently the Surd which was
probably distilled from grain. It was extremely
intoxicating and the priests regarded it with dis-
approval. In onc hymn, mention is made of men
made arrogant Dy the surd, reviling the gods, while
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another couples it with anger and dicing as the
cavse of sin.

The leather-worker and the tanner are mentioned
(Muir's 0. 8. T. pp. 462 ff.). Skin vessels for wine
(Rig I. 191. 10) and for curds (Rig VI. 48. 18) arc
mentioned.

Although the Rig Veda contains many allusions
to mansions of thousand pillars (Rig II. 41. 5 and
V. 62. 6), we have no extant remains of any archi-
tectural works of this period. The arts of painting
and sculpture were not cultivated in this period, for,
thore is no allusion to them in the hymns of the
Rig Veda.

The question now presents itself as to the extent
to which in the period of the Rig Veda the caste
system had been developed and stood as a barrier
against the mobility of labour. The orthodox Hindu
holds that the ciste systom is of divine appointment
and that it had existed for all time. But the sacred
books themselves when they are studied historically,
supply evidence both of its origin and of its growth.
The Mahabharata Sinti Parba says * At first there
was no caste.” The distinction between the colour
(barna) of the Aryan conquerors and that of the
conquered aboriginal tribes first formed the basis of
caste (Rig I. 100. 18). The question is thus,
narrowed down to the consideration of the arguments
for and against the view that among the Aryans them-
selves caste divisions were appearing. Messrs. Muir
(0. 8. T. Vol. I pp. 239 ff), Zimmer (Altindischen
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Leben pp. 185—203) Weber (Indische Studien
Vol, X. pp. 1 ff), have denied the existence of casto
in any form in this period. Professor Max Mullor
says ‘ [f then with all the documents before us, wo
ask the question, does caste as we find in Manu and
at the present day form part of the most ancient
religious teaching of the Vedes? we can answer
with a decided ¢ No.’.”” (Chips from a German Work-
shop Vol. IT. p. 307, 1867 edition). Weber in his
History of Sanskrit Literature also hold the same
view and says ¢ there are no castes as yet, the people
a0 still one united whole and bear but one name
that of Visas (Eng. Trans. p. 88). But Messrs.
Geldner (Vedische Studien Vol. IT. p. 146) and
Oldenburg (Z. D. M. G. Vol. L1, pp. 267 ff.), hold
the opposite view. It has been argued that the
warriors of the community were the agricultural
and industrial classes and the priesthood was not yet
hereditary. Any person who distinguished himself
for his genius or virtue or who for some reason was
deemel specially receptive of divine inspiration
could be a priest. And the growth of the caste
systom was the result of the complication of life
due to the further penetration of the Aryans from
the Punjab to the East. To resist the sudden incur-
sion or to crush the attempts at rebellion of the
aborigines, the petty tribal princes formed the
nuclevs of a standing armed force while the indus-
trial and agricultural population relying on the
protoction of the warrior class, abandoned the use
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of arms. Together with the growth in the size of
kingdoms and the increasing complexity of civili-
sation, the simple ritual of an earlier period when
the King himself could sacrifice for his people, grew
to an extent which rendered this impracticable, while
at the same timo, the idea grew up that upon the
faithful and exact performanco of the rites depended
tho result of battle. The result was the growth of
a priesthood, a warrior class and of a third the
artisan and tho cultivator sharply distinguished from
ono anothor and strictly hereditary. But the later
origin of this development is proved by the fact
that it took placo rot in the Punjab, the home of
the Rig Veda but in the Middle country whosc
geographical isolation favoured the evolution of
this peculiar social system. A student of the Rig
Vida, without knowledgo of historial facts might
reasonably presume that the Indus basin where the
Aryans first settled in India would be the Holy land
of Hinduism. The Rishis never tire of singing the
praisos of the mighty Indus with its tributary
streams (c. f. Nadi-stuti in X. 73). The combined
testimony of the Jatakas and the Greek authors
proves that in the fourth century B. C. Taxila
in the N. W. Punjab was still a centre of Vedic
learning, But the strange fact is that orthodox
Hindus regard the whole Punjab between the Indus
and the Sutlej as impure land unfit for the
residence of strict votaries of Dharma. The reason
apparently is that the N. W. territories continued
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to be overrun by successive swarms of foreigner§
from Central Asia who disregarded the Brahmins
with the result that tho original inhabitants of the
Punjab intermixed with these barbarian conquerors,
imbibed their outlandish practices and did not follow
the strict caste sysicm. '

While there is much truth in this view, it must
be admitted that it exaggerated the freedom of the
Rig Veda from caste. For the term ‘ Brihmana’
“son of a Brahmd’ seems to show that the priest-
hood was normally hereditary. ‘We are told that
there is a case of a King exorcising the functions of
a domestic priest and sacrifying himself for his
people but the alleged case, that of Devapi rests
only on the assertion of a commentator of a hymn
(X. 98) in which Devapi appears that he was origin-
ally a King. Even, howover, if this was the case,
it must be remembered 1hat even after the complets
establishment of the castc system it was still the
privilege of Kings to excr:ise some priestly function
such as that of the :tudy of- the nature of the
Absolute, a practice ascribed to them in the Upa-
nishads. The arguments regarding the warrior class
rest on a misunderstanding. Even in the latest
Vedic epoch, we have no ground to suppose that
there was a special class which reserved its energies
for war alone and that the industrial population and
the agriculturists allowed the fate of their tribe to
be decided by contest between warrior-bands but the
Rig Veda certainly knows of a ruling class, the

4



26 ECONOMIC HISTORY.

Kshatriya and the Vedic Kingship was normally
hereditary, so that we may well believe that even
then there existed, though perhaps in embryo, a class
of nobles who arc aptly named in the term of the
Purushasukta hymn (Rig X. 90), Rajayanas, as being
men of Kingly family.’

But tbis Purusha-sukta hymn though commonly
supposel to bo ‘“ the only passage in the Rig Veda
which enumerates the four castes,” has nothing to do
with caste. The hymn has for its subject a cosmogony,
a theory of creation. It tells of the creation of all
things from the sacrificc of a fabulous monster-man
or Purusha, his severed limbs giving birth to the
world. As pointed out by Mr. Andrew Lang (Myth,
Ritual and Religion, Vol. I. p. 243) the same primi-
tive mode of accounting for creation is found in
the Norse legend, where the earth, the seas, water,
mountains, clouds and firmament are formed by
dividing up the boly of the Giant Ymir. So also in
the Challen story a monster-woman is devided in
twain by Bel to form the heavens and earth. The
sane siory runs through the myths of the Iroquois
in N. Amecrica as well as through those of Egypt
and Greece. The Vedic story which runs close to
those of other folk differs from them according
to some schoiars in this that it goes on to add
that from Purusha also sprang the four castes
or classes of people. But Mr. V. A, Smith has
rightly observed ¢ Both the Brahmin and fire
come from Purusha’s mouth, just as the servile man
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or Sudra and carth both proceed from his feet.
No suggestion of the existence of caste-groups is
made. Mankind is simply aud roughly classified
under four heads according to occupation, the more
honourable profession being naturally assigned to the
more honourable symbolical origin. It is absurd
to treat the symbolical language of the poem as a
narrative of supposed facts.” (Oxford History of
India, p. 86.) *Thisisan attempt” says Mr. R. W,
Frazer (Literary History of India, p. 25), “to force
an antiquity for a social system by comnecting it
with an undeniably ancient legend.”

Thus though there were Kings and sacrificial
priests though there were warriors and the great
body of the people, cultivators, artisans or dealers in
merchandise, the people were not tied down to the
rigidity of a caste system whence hereditary occupa-
tion was allotted to the members. One poct (Rig
IX. 112. 8) tells us that although he is the composer
of the hymn he sings, yet his father was a physician
while his mother ground grain between mill-stones,
proving merely that in the economy of this period
there was mobility of labour. The existence of
this freedom of movement from onc¢ occupation to
another would lead to dignity of labour. And asa
matter of fact we find the Vedic Rishis themselves
preparing sacrificial posts and altars. The Rig Veda
also records instances of Sudra Kings. The worker
in wood had clearly the place of honour, needed as
he was to produce the war chariots, the ships and
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‘boats for trade and carts for agricultural purposes.
It is interesting to note that th.e cultivators, artisans
and handicrafts-men are in no way regarded as
inferior members of the community. Mr. Baden
Powell (in his Indian Village Community, 1896 and
Village Communities in India, 1$99) assumes that
the Aryans had their lands cultivated by the con-
quered aborigines but the Rig Veda unquestionably
describes a society which is not dependent on such
servile labour and in which {he ordinary tasks of life
arg carried out by the freemn of the tribe.

We have seen that Rig Vele Society was suffi-
ciontly settled to admit of a high devclopment in
the various arts and craft: and the products of
these industrics must have, therefore, led to an im-
',me;)se volume of trade in them. The trade was
carried on inside the country along the land and
river-routes but scholars are divided in their opinion
as 'to whether this trade was carried on across the
seas to forcign lands. Macdonell, ‘Ragozin and
Hopkins hold that the Aryans of the Punjab wore
unacquainted with the sea. Mr. Keith observes in
the Cambridge History of India (Vol. I. p. 101).
“The Vedic Indian seems to have been very little
of a navigator.” Mr. Frazer rcirarks ¢ It is doubt-
ful if the carly Aryans ever kncw "the ocear. The
seas of water they mention may have referred to
the wide stretching Indus.’”” (Literary History of
India, p. 29). Mr. Macdonell also identifies the
western Samudra with the Indus. But then what
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about the Purba or castern Samudra which also
we find? Further the Rig Veda speaks of the
Four Samudrns. We shall now adduce evidences
from the Rig Veda which in Biihler’s opinton (Ori-
gin of the Brihmi Alphabet, p. 81) ¢ prove the
early cxistence of the comploic navigation of the
.Indian Ocean and of the trading voyages of Indians:”
One hymn (Rig. I. 25.7) represents varuna hav-
ing a full knowledge of the ocean-routes along
which vessels sail. Another hymn (Rig. 1. 56.2)
spenks of merchants who frequent overy part of
the sea in pursuit of gain. Another hymn (Rig. I.
48.3) mentions merchants sending oul ships to
foreign countrics under the influence of greed.
‘Rig IV. 55.9. refers to a prayer to the sca by
people desirous of wealth, before undertaking a
voyage.

Mur. Keith has observed “The use of boats or
probably dug-outs for crossing rivers was known
but the simplicity of their construction is adequate-
ly shown by the fact that the paddle alone was
used for their propulsion. There is no mention of
rudder or anchor, mast or sails, a fact which in-
cidentally negatives the theory that the Vedic
Aryans took any part in ocean-shipping.” (Cam-
bridge History of India, Vol. I. p. 101). But we
can point out that the Rig Veda has no prohihi-
tion against sca-voyages; on the contrary it has
distinct allusions to them. The Vedic ships were
not simple in their construction as there is a
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reference in Rig I. 116.3 to a ship with one
hundred oars. Morcover, the people crossed the
main, not only for trade but also for pleasure
trips and warlike purposcs. We find a reference
to a naval expedition to the distant islands sent
by Tugra, the Rishi King under his son Bhujya
in Rig I. 163.3 and 5. That these ships wecre
started skilfully on the high scas is proved by
Rig VII. 88.3 and 4 in which Vasistha who went
out for a pleasant trip says “When I and Varuna
both boarded the ship, she was far out into the
sea and made good progress; then the vessel tossed
about and we wcre pleased with the tossings. The
great Varuna made Vasistha hoard the ship on an
auspicious day. Vasistha also prayed to that mighty
mass of waters. Thus passed away day and
night.”  Referring to this passage even Messrs.
Macdonell and Keith observe “It is not ecasy to
refuse to recognise here the existence of longer
vessels with many oars and for sea-voyages (Vedic
Index, I. 462.). Rig I. 56.2 says. * As merchants
desirous of weath surround the sca, so do the priests
surround Indra.” Here the use of the theme by
way of a similc scems to show that sea-voyages
were not a rarc occurrence but fairly well known
to the public at large.

This maritime trade was carried on with
Babylon, Assyria, Elam, Judw®a, Egypt and
Arabia. From the accounts of the carliest historio-
graphers we lecarn that Navigation made its first
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efforts on the Mediterranean Sea and on the
Persian Gulf. These seas lay open the continents
of Europe, Asia and Africa and washing the shores
of the most fertile and the most early civilised
countries, seemed to have been destined by Nature
to facilitate their communication with one another.
We find accordingly that the first voyages of the
Egyptians and the Phcenicians were made in the
Mediterranean and the Red Seas. Their trade was,
however, not long confined to the countries
bordering on thesc seas. By acquiring ecarly
possession of the ports on the Arabian Sea, they
extended the sphere of their commerce and are
represented to have opened up communications
by sea with India. .Dr. Day remarks. * The
beginnings of these sea-voyages are lost in the
obscurity of the past. We know that they were
highly developed by 1500 B. C., when Sidon was
the leading city and that they did not cease to
extend when the primacy of Phoenician cities passed
to Tyre.” (History of commerce).

It is a well-known fact that the Phaenician trade
had three branches wviz., Arabian-Indian, Egyptian
and the Assyrio—Babylonion. We are here
chiefly concerned with the first. This trade began
in the 13th century B. C. According to some
scholars the Pani of Rig Veda is Latin Peeni=
Pheenicians i. e.,, a trading people. They were a
clan of Asuras whose chiefs Vitra and the Vala
were defeated in a fight with the Devas and were
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therefore, ousted from the north. They, therefore,
finally settled on the Levant. Their new colony
was called Poni—desh, Lat. Finidis= Phenicia:
The Pheenicians arc described by the classical
writers of REurope as faithless, treacherous and
deceitful—a description quite in unision with the
Vedic account. (Vide Rig Veda I. 35. 5; III. 51,
14; VII. 6. 3.). These Pheenician traders would
come to India by the Red Sea route and also by
the caravan route from the shores of the Persian
Gulf to the Mediterranean coast of Syria. Scveral
good harbours of the Avabian Sea were seized by
the Pheenicions from the Idumeans. But the
distance from Tyre to these ports being very great,
they afterwords occupied the ncarest Mediterranean
port called Rhinocolura. Thither were taken over-
land all the articles to he reshipped to Tyre.
(Robertson’s Disquisition on  Ancient India,
1792. pp. 7—8). Dr. Royle says “ Long before
the Persians had made themselves masters of
Babylon- (531 B. C.) the Phenicions had
established themselves for pearl-fishery and the
Indian trade on the isles of Tylos and Aradus,
the modern Bahrein islands in the Persian Gulf.”
(Essay on the Antiquity of Hindu Medicine, p. 122.)
The 27th chapter of Ezekiel gives a list of the
articles of Phceenician commerce brought from
various countries. Among these, “ivory and
obony could only have been procured in Dedan
from India, for therc were no elephants in Arabia ”
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(Historians History of the world, Vol. II. pp. 336-37).
India according to classical scholars was throughout
famous for ivory and ebony (c. f. Strabo XV. 87;
Theophrastus quoted by MecCrindle in his ¢* India
As described by Classical authors” p. 46; Virgil
Georgics I. 57. ¢ India sends ivory ” II. 116—117.
“India alone produces black ebony’” Horace’s
Odes I. 31. The author of the Periplus also
mentions logs of cbony being cxported from
Berygaza.) Morcover, Comparative Philology tells
us that Karpasos, Carbasus, Hobrew Karpas, Eng.
Canvas=Sans. Karpas (cotton); Piper, Eng. pepper=
Sans.  pippala.  Zingibory=Eng. ginger= Sans.
Sringa-wera. Agallachun or legnum agulia=Sans.
aguru. Sandalam=Sans. Chandana. Nardus, Eng.
Nard=8ans. Nalada. Kassiteros (Homer)=Sans,
Kastira (tin). Beryl= Baidirya. Tamarind =Tamar-
—i—hend =S8ans. tintiry. Aurum=Swarnum (gold).
[ Vide Gotz quoted in Encycl. Biblica. Vol. IV,
Article on Trade and commerce]. According to
Sir George Birdwood (Industrial Arts of India
pp. 263—64;) the articles like silver vase mentioned
by Homer in II. XXIIL. lines 865-70 and the costly
garment offered by Hecuba to Minerva as a
propitiatory gift mentioned in II. VI. lines 358 —87
though produced in later times in Sidon itself, came
originally from India.

The fortunes of the Pheenicians soon roused in
the neighbouring Jews a spirit of emulation. Under
David and Solomon they were great friends of the

5
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Phoenicians under Hiram (980-917 B. C.) and this
close friendship produced their combined commercial
enterprise.  This Jewish trade with India is proved
by scveral allusions in tho Bible itself. Thus we
arc told that Solomon founded a sca-port at Ezion-
Geber in €92 B. C. (I Kings IX. 26 ). From
Ezion-Geber the ships of Solomon sailed under
the guidance of the mariners of Hiram for distant
lands (I. Kings IX. 27). According to Professor
Ball (Article on “ A Geologist’s contribution to the
History of Ancient India in I. A. for August, 1884)
some of the stones in tho breast-plate of the high
priest in the Mosaic period (1491-1450 B. C.) may
have come from the far East and India was famous
for precious stones. In the days of Solomon
(1015 B. C.) there could be supplied from India
alone ivory, garments, armour, spices and peacocks.
In the Book of Ezckiel which dwells on the
commerce of Tyre we find ivory a particularly
Indian product.  The existence of Dravidian
words in the Hebrew Text of the Books of Kings
and Chronicles of the Old Testament shows that
Indians, specially those of the south carried on their
commercial relations with the Hebrew people and
the words concerned formed the chief articles of
trade between them. Thus, the Hebrew word for
peacock in the Book of Kings is tukiand in the
Chronicles also is Tuki, while the old poetic
Tamil Malayalam name of the peacock is tokei (Dr.
Caldwell’s A Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian
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Languages, p. 91). The Bivera Jataka also rofers
to peacocks as Indian cxports to Babylon. Again
Hebrew ahalim or ahaloth which means fragrant
wood and is also called aloes in Proverbs VIL. 17 ete.
is derived from the Ta