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given below :—
1. Against the verse by “Afrin”,

C el M3 sy @5 (p. 24):
i) fla i) gl &S sl e oale ol 7
LRI 21CY BTSN FUPUNT DI

2, Against the verse of “Iftikhar”, |
v UleyS 093 5l 033K (p. 35):
laid ¢ Lo s Tl Gl oS o0 sale ol
R LT VU RN T DR 351
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In spite of the care with which the scribe has
executed his work, there are in the MS. errors both of com-
mission and omission which also include cases' of wrong
spelling such as (e and iy (for pste and ,l5ay) etc.
These and similar errors have been corrected in the
printed text without being poiunied out in every dase.
Lacunse, whether on account of the scribe’s omissions or
caused by havoe played by worms, have been filled up and
words or letters so introduced enclosed in square brackets,

The MS. has surely been changing hands and was
at one time possessed by one Myjid, about whom we know
nothing,' and who, besides marking certain choice verses
with the _p of appreciation,? has noted on the margin his
objections against 4 verses. Two of these have been re-

produced in the foot-notes to the text;® the other two are

RN

1. [Most probably we have here to do with Muhammad ‘Al
Husain Khdn Bah{dur “M4jid”’, bearing the title : “T4ju’l- Umar4
Amiru’l Mulk Zu'lfagdru’ddaulah Zafar Jang”, son of the Naw4b
‘Umdatn’l-Umaré of Madras, born 1198 and died 1216 A. H, This
young poet, who died at the age of 18, seems to have been a genius.
He had collected a fine library of his own and had carefully gone
through the works of about 40 poets, entering, on the margins of
their diwans, his objections which are mostly valid. The manner
and phraseology of these objections are very much the same as that
of those found on the margins of the MS. Vide Gulzdr-e - A‘zam,
by Muhammad Ghaus Khén, published at Madras in 1272 A, H., p.
321 ot 399. A, S.]

2. [ And this always in the same ink as the notes by
“Majid.” A, S..] 3. Pp. 69 and 70,
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only a few worm holes, and consists of 82 folios of the
toxt written in steady shikasta-amez Nasta'liq —15 lines
to the page (81 x 4% in, Text: 6 % X 25 in.)—
with all headings and the border lines round the text, as
well as the marks of 1za fat, in red. Fol. 1la bears, also in
red, the title of the book:
gL Ppors dpw Lighal palei o §,535

The text itself begins on fol. 15 with a floral ‘unwan
in red. DPrefixed to the text 1s a table of contents
covering four pages of slightly thicker paper, and is in
a probably different hand. On some of the blank leaves
intervening between the Table of Contents and the Text are
some notices unconnected with the book and in different
hands. The colophon (fol. 82a) gives as the date of the
completion of the MS. ¢ a Sunday in Jumad4 II, 1195
A. H’ The scribe seems to have carefully compared his
transcript with the original,' having entered his correc-
tions in the margin. Here and there are also found some
glosses, explaining difficult words, almost always citing
the dictionaries from which the explanations were copied.
A seal, bearing the inscription Kby i3y | is seen at five
places: bottom of the last page of the table of contents
and of the leaf immediately following, margins of fol. 32a

and 34a, the last page (fol. 32a) which is otherwise blank.

1. [Ata few places we also find variants given which, though
hardly of any importance, show that the scribe had before him

more than one copy. A. S.]
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and his style is at once beautiful, simple and straightfor-
ward. Like most tazkira writers “Iftikhar” does not criti-
cise the poets unfavourably. He passes by many a poet
silently, while in respect of some others who are more im-
portant he makes brief complimentary remarks, but those
he considers to be really great are often praised by him in
hyperobolic terms. Though sometimes his remarks are
more or less equivocal in praise of 80 many poets, it must be
acceded that they generally hit upon the chief points of excel-
lence in a poet’s works. His criticism is at its best when he
has to meet objections raised by others against poets of out-
standing merit and particularly against his own Ust4d.
Thus he successfully lays bare the hollowness of the objec-
tions raised by Siyalkoti Mal “Widrusta” against Ghulam
‘Al1 “Azd4d".'" Heisso very greatly enraged at the base-
lessness of his frivolous charges levelled against “Az4d”
that he begins chastising “W4rusta”. And even then his
anger does not subside and he attacks Warusta’s co-religi-
onists as writers of Persian on very flimsy grounds? He,
however, does not Jet his judgment be so influenced with
regard to Hindu poets as is shown by his article on Kishan
Chand “Ikhlas”.? |

MSS. of the work are very rare and only one
MS. was available which belongs to Mr. M. Naimur Rah-
man, of the Department of Arabic and Persian, who very
kindly placed it at the disposal of the Department. It

is in a fairly good condition of preservation, there being

1. Text.n. 5-6. 2. Text.n 6-7. 3. Text.n. 20.
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to follow his master, “ Azadd " who is well-known for deal-
ing, in his tazkiras, as fully as possible with the details of
the lives and works of the poets. “Iftikh:ir’s” accounts and
dates are accurate and correct and he often quotes his sources
which are chiefly the Sarv-e-Aziid, the Tazkiratu’sh-Shu‘ar4,
of ‘Al1 “ Hazin" and the Hay4tush-Shu‘ari of Muhammad
‘Al1 Kh4n “ Matin.” In some cases he has copied the
biographical notices from the Sarv-e-Azid, but he is
careful enough not to follow his source blindly. Thus,
for instance, he does not adopt the chronogram of Mir
Ziaulldh’s death given in the Sarv-e-Azid, which yields an
inaccourate date, but gives the one found in another work
of “Azad,”’ the Ma'asirn’l-Kirdm.! So far as selections of
poems in the Bénazir are concerned, they are entirely by
“Iftikhdr " and are very fine indeed. Of some poets
“Azad” had been unable to quote any verses, but
“Iftikhar "’ seems to have had access to their respective
diwans from which he apparently extracted the verses
we find in his book. We also find in it verses which are
not to be found in any other tazkira. Also there are
certain poets noticed by‘ our author who are not mentioned
in any of the contemporary tazkiras hitherto published.
They are:
T I P S IRP U IR R '
P ‘el @ faale Cladi ¢ able Capd
Our author cares more for matter than for words

1. Same as Ta'rikh-e-Bilgrén, Hyderabad 1318 A. H., p. 240,



Afzal Bég Qiaqshal states in his Tubfatu’sh-Shur‘ard, that
“Iftikhar"” used to lead a life of poverty.' This might have

been the case prior to his entering the Nawab's service in
1163 A. H.2

About the date of the death of our author all the
contemporary tazkiras are silent. As he completed the
Bénazir in 1172 A. H., his death must have occurred some
time after that date.. A much later writer, ‘Abdul-Jabbdr
Khin Suf1 Malkapirf, who wrote in 1329 A. H. and died
somo 15 years ago, states, unfortunately without giving
his source of information, that in 1182 A. H. “Iftikhir” was
in the service of Nawib Ashja‘uddaulah Ghaydr Jang,
a grandee of the Court of Asafjah.® He also says
that none of the tazkiras gives the date of the death of
“Iftikhdr,”  asserts, however, that he died 1n 1190
A. 114 and was buried near the tomb of Burhdnuddin
Gharib 1 Danlatabad. ®

The Bénazir 1s a tazkira of DPersian poets who
flourished in Trin or India during the first 72 years of

the twelfth century of the Hijra. The author has tried

1, Vide Shafiq, Chamanist§n, p. 42¢.

2. The date of the compilation of the Tuhfatu’sh Shu‘arg
is given as 1165 A. H., but it seems the statement in question had
been based on information Q4qsh4l had a few years earlier.

3. Mahbdbu’z- Zaman, Hyderabad-Dakan, 1329 A, H., p. 206,
also p. 873 et sqq,

4, Op. cit, p. 207. 5. Op. cit., p. 205,



Introduction.

Mir ‘Abdul-Wahhab, poetically known as “Iftikhdr”,
of Daulatabad ( Dakan), the author of the Tazkira -e -Bénazir,
belonged to a Saiyyid family from Bukhard who traced
their lineage to the famous Stfi Makhdm- e - Jahiniydn
Jalaluddin Husain. His grandfather came to Ahmadnagar
in the days of Aurangzéb and 1t was there that “Iftikhdr”
was born and brought up. After his marriage with a
daughter of Murtazi Khin Bukhdri, the Qil‘a~dar of
Daulatadad, he settled at the latter town. Besides Persian
he studied Arabic and devoted his energies to various
branches of learning such as Grammar, Prosody, Muslim
Theology, Law and Medicine.! He was a poet of no mean
order,2 and was a friend and pupil of Mir Ghulim ‘Al
“Az4d” of Bilgram,® who,1n 1163 A. H., introduced him
to the Nawiab Nizdmuddaulah Nasir Jang and “Iftikhar”

entered the Nawiab's service, apparently as a courtier,

1. See his autobiogarphical notices in the Text, p. 33-34
and the Sarv-e-Azdd, Hyderabad-Dakan 1913, p. 241,

2. [He composed verses in Urdu also, but it seems Shafig
did not consider his Urdu verses to pe of sufficient merit to give him
a place in his Chamanistdn-e-Shu‘ar4 (Aurangabad 1928), of which
see p. 42a¢ and Introduction, p. 17, 11, 14—15, A. 8.]

3. Text, p-1; ¢f. Sarv-e-Az4d, p. 242,






GENERAL EDITOR'S NOTE.

Mr. S. Manzur Ali, Research Scholar in Persian
(1935-36), edited the Tazkira - ¢ - Benazir under the super-
vision of Dr. M. G. Zubaid Ahmad, and 1t was decided last
year that the work should be published. Before the MS.
was sent to the press it was revised by me once again
and, as Mr. Manzur Ali has been away from Allahabad, I
had also to see it through the press. The Introduction
written by him has been considerably reduced in volume,
but care has been taken to retain all that was necessary.
Ata few places it was found necessary to add fresh
foot-notes which are indicated by my initials at the end.
| It is greatly regretted that, owning to typographical
difficulties, 5, & , _# and & had all to be transliterated by 2
and & and _w both by s.

A. SIDDIQL

Allahadad.
March 1940.
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