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FOREWORD.

I have great pleasure in responding to the wish of Mr. Patalabhedi
Subrahmanyam that I should write an introduction to the new play with, which
he is now appearing before the Telugu Literary world. As I proceed to do so,
I recall with great vividness, the very attractive impressions he formed on my
mind about fifteen years ago, when he was my student at Pachaiyappa’s College,
Madras. Kcenly interested in Telugu Literature, and giving promise of
literary composition of great value even at such an early age, young Subrah-
manym was always a welcome visitor at my house and I used to enjoy
immensely listening to the Telugu stanzas with which he regaled my ears
with his inimitably sweet voice. Many things have happened to him and to
me during this interval of years; we have gone our different ways and we have
had our own shares of the joy and sorrows of life. But I am glad to realise
we are united still in some of our literary interests and it is a matter of real
satisfaction to e to welcome him as a Telugu Dramatist.

One of the rcasons for the wide popular appeal of the Dramatic
Literature of Greece was its constant choice of themes from the ancient my-
thology of the people, and Mr. Subrahmanym has followed in the wake of that
cxcellent example, by weaving this plot round the activities of the great hero
of the Ramayan. His triumphs over Ravana; the devoted services of his
lieutenants ; his return to his capital from his exile of yearsand the culminat-
ting episode of his coronation are all incidents which evoke the most tender
sentiments in all Hindu hearts and a good reception is therefore assured for
this play even by the nature of this subject. His treatment is worthy of the
theme and his composition is full, not merely of exciting dramatic incidents,
but also of delicate touches of feeling and character. Gifted with an eloquent
command of vocabulary, hs has imparted considerable energy and spirit to his
verses which make very pleasant reading indeed. Being still youthful in
vears he excels particularly in the treatment of scenes of battle, but it is not
difficult to discern ability in his works in various other directions also. No
writer of any incident connected with the Iife of the hero of the Ramayan can
afford to depart very much from the classic version of Valmiki's epic, but it is
clear that Mr. Subrahmanym has thought much about his subject and he has
had the courage to introduce a few things of hisown. While congratulating
him on this production, it only remains for me to express the hope that he
will bave more literary successes in the future and he will have the good
fortune of enriching this branch of Telugu Literature which, undoubtedly,
stands in need of further achievements,

Sanatana Dharma College, P. SEsSuADRI,
CAWNPORE, }

12th July, 1929. Principal and Senior Professor of English,
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