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LET DONS DELIGHT

CHAPTER |
IN WHICH | DROP OFF

IT was said in my hearing, over dinner at All Souls':
" How curious it would be if the Day of Judgement
came at a quarter to eight on a Sunday evening, to find
all the dons carousng in Hall, and all their wives eating
cold shape at home" It is doubtful whether, in the
general disturbance of values, this act of culinary infidel-
ity would over-burden the mog scrupulous conscience.
But the observation on Oxford manners is certainly an
accurate one; nor isit only the fear of that questionable
shape which drives the learned men back to the haunts
of their bachelordom. Sunday night, when there are no
dnemas open; Sunday night, when so many former
undergraduates have come up for the week-end, with
mature views on banking, or hair-raising rumours from
the Foreign Office; Sunday night, when it is still
fashionable to edify the junior members of the College
by looking as if you had been to Chapel—a hundred
congderations combine to make it guest-night every-
where. Thisis all very well, except for hangerson of
the academic world like mysdf, who have other fish to
fry on mog evenings, and can only afford to breathe the
pure srene of Common-room on this one day of the
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week. How are we to sample, when the rare invitation
comes our way, the flesh-pots of other foundations,
without guiltily absenting oursdves from the familiar
company of Trinity (or wherever it may be) ? | am not,
for this reason, much of a diner-out; but when, the
other day, a friend asked me to dine with him at Simon
Magus, | could not resg the allurement. Who could
resg the port of Smon Magus, whether it be consdered
as an end in itsdf, or as a means to an end—that is, to
the brilliant flow of soul for which the College is equally
famous?

Simon Magus occupies, for many reasons, a unique
position in the University. It is the only foundation,
unless you count the finishing-off of Christ Church,
which dates between the dissolution of the monaderies
and the death of the eighth Henry. It is the only one,
unless you count the later and less fortunate experiment
of Keble, which is built, as to its main portion, in red
brick; the only come-back we have to the Cambridge
man who boads to us of the mellow glories of Queens.
And the accident of birth which is perpetuated in its
architecture was reflected in its early history. It had no
remote memories which could chain it, however tenu-
oudly, to the ages of faith when the Pop€s word ran in
England jug asit did elsewhere; nor wasit, like Jesus
bound up with the nascent fortunes of Protestantism;
nor yet, like Trinity and St. John's, did it represent a
deiberate effort to hark back to the older order of
things, made in the brief years of Queen Mary. A man
of the new nobility, Sr Piers Collett, founded it with
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the ill-gotten gains he had derived from the looting of
various Yorkshire monasteries; induced thereto by the
proverbial bad luck which followed (in his case) with a
swift blow of retribution. In memory of his two sons
who died from wounds inflicted on one another in a
fatal brawl, he ingtituted at Oxford what was meant,
evidently, to be an old-fashioned chantry foundation,
but was governed by datutes prudently desgned to
advertize the New Learning. So exactly did it represent
the spirit of its age, that the changes of religion which
followed left little mark upon it. By the time Queen
Elizabeth came to the throne it was, like England in
general, halting between two opinions; accessble to
Puritan influences, yet ready on the leas provocation
to go back to old ways which memory recalled, and
loyalty had abandoned with reuctance.

In these days, Simon Magus does not rank high among
the Colleges; for the outer world judges them by under-
graduate sandards—that is, by the difficulty of obtaining
admisson to them; and it mus be confessed that Simon
Magus under graduates are neither expensive nor particu-
larly athletic. But the dons have the reputation of being
good company; and certainly they ought to cultivate
the amenities of life, for their lot is cagt in pleasant places.
Even those who have never penetrated beyond the front
Quad carry away endearing memories of the College.
The fortunate vandalism of the later seventeenth century
ordained that the brick-work should be plastered over to
look like stone; and when the repulsive veil was stripped
away, some thirty years back, the bricks came out of
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their imprisonment with all the melowness of age un-
tempered by any suspicion of decay. Once the sun
catches them, those little, rough bricks of the Tudor
period, almost more pink than red, have a domegic
charm which only the mog perfect gone can rival; nor
do they need, as stone does, a grass plot to s them off
in contrast with the ground. The odd, high, twisted
chimney-pots are not all original, but at the worst they
are good copies. The building is only of two floors
(though | believe a disagrous proposal in the nineties to
add an extra story was only defeated by one vote), and
the area of the Quad itself is proportioned to the height
of the surrounding enclosure, in what | take to be the
right ratio; viz. that the western block does not shut
off the sunlight from the windows opposte until a
time of day when sunlight is too weak to be worth
encour aging.

What makes this Quad yet more attractive to the
summer visitor is the round-headed gate st in the arch-
way opposte the front lodge. It is of iron, very beauti-
fully figured, and has that indefinable tint, midway
between light-blue and light-green, which sts upon old
iron-work asifit were a natural hue. Through its wide
loops and fantagtic spirals you catch a glimpse of the
Fellows garden immediately beyond, of lawns smooth
with three hundred years of cultivation, flaming poppies
or delphiniums, sober yews that defy the sunlight. It is
my custom to sop for a minute or two in the gateway
taking in the effect of all this—but not just before Hall,
when the undergraduates are standing about in the lodge
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reading the notices, or exchanging mysterious confi-
dences with the porter. Undergraduates, at such a time,
always give me the impresson that they fed sure, from
the look of me, | have been directed to the wrong
College, but are too polite to say s0. | went straight
through into the Quad and up to my hod's rooms; it
was Charles Mordaunt, the ancient history tutor. | was
offered the inevitable sherry, and refused it, knowing
that at Simon Magus, asin every other College, sherry is
the only thing you will get to drink before the end of the
fish course Mordaunt had no other guest, and we
sauntered acrossinto Hall without hurry; they make no
fuss and bother there about being in time for grace.

| am inclined to date all my odd experiences that even-
ing from the moment when | looked up at the wall
opposite me (I was sitting with my back to the under-
graduate tables), and became aware of a portrait hanging
there which ssemed unfamiliar. Rearrangement of some
kind had been going on; and, partly from a preudice
in favour of old landmarks, partly because | found it
difficult to break the ice with the stentig on my left
(I felt sure he was a scientidt, but didn't know what his
line was; | wish dons wore labels), | asked whose the
portrait was, and whereit had come from. It represented
a very old man in the costume, as | judged, of the later
eighteenth century ; like most portraits of that time, it
ssamed mostly wig and fancy dress; the face framed in
these accessories suggested the appear ance of aman who
issurprised that the artist should be taking such a liberty
asto paint him, but supposesit isall right. | learned that
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the picture had hung in a dark corner of the Provost's
Lodgings; that recently, when it was sent to be cleaned,
an expert with no axe to grind had suggested the poss-
bility that it might, at least in part, betheauthenticwor k
of Sr Joshua; and that it had been transferred to this
place of honour in Hall to be at best a College treasure,
at worst a convenient topic of conversation.

" Not but what," added the scientig, " there is some-
thing to be said for having Jonathan Shillett hanging
over theHigh Table. | don't think you can say he was
a digtinguished man, but he was something of a patriarch,
and a don who has a long innings generally acquires a
sort of bogus value in the College annals. As a matter of
fact, | take off my hat to any man who reached eighty in
those days, consdering the way they used to put away
the claret. No, old Shillett never became Provost; but
he was more identified with the name of Smon Magus
than mogt of our Provosts have been. Y ou s hewas a
fellow here long before the '45, and lived to s the
French Revolution."

" It mugt have been a curious span to have bridged,"
| suggested. " | mean, one always gets the impresson
that Oxford changed less in those years than in almost
any other period of itshistory. A man who had that sort
of record now might almost have been dandled on the
knees of Dr. Routh, and all that sort of thing. And he
would be full of rather dreary reminiscences about the
way Oxford had changed within hisown memory. But
your Shillett, after all those years of un-progress, or
whatever the word is, must have thought of Oxford as
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something wholly immutable; a museum of the past,
and a Minimax (please God) of the future.”

The scientist looked at me narrowly, asif to ascertain
whether | was expressing my own sentiments, or those
which might reasonably be attributed to the old gentle-
man in the portrait; but | kept my own counsel, and |
do not remember that we canvassed the subject much
further. But afterwards, when we moved into the
Common-room, | had a look at a much younger Jona-
than Shillett, in a print that hung there; and in the
smoking-room, falling into the hands of an antiquarian
enthusiast, was introduced to many other figures of the
past; for the College loves to do honour to its former
members. | heard, and resolved to forget, innumerable
facts about the bewigged or chokered old gentlemen
who look down reprovingly from those walls upon what
they evidently regard as a degenerate array of successors.

The smoking-room at Simon Magus was formerly the
Common-room; and | have never quite been able to
understand why the change was made (just before the
War, | believe), unless it were that this old room is
somewhat dark in the day time, and perhaps cast an
added shade of gloom over the proceedings at College
meetings. Asitis, it is seldom used above once a week;
which seems a waste of that curious panelling, rich in
semi-classical grotesques, which runs all round it except
for the deep embrasures of the windows. The dons
boast that hardly any change has ever been made in the
room since the middle of the sixteenth century, when it
was built. Electric light has been put in, of course; but
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otherwise there is nothing, you imagine, that would
make one of the original fellows fed a sranger if he
could walk into it to-day; he might warm his hands at
the same hearth, open the window with the same catches,
spill his wine on the same oak floor.

Nobody had opened the window, that evening; and
fires in the late spring do make aroom fed drowsy; nor
do | deny that a glass or two of Smon Magus port,
recently introduced into the sysem, intendfies and
mingles with that feeling of drowsness, almost making
a man forget that heisin the presence of the bet s of
talkers in Oxford. The grotesqgues on the panelling
danced a little before my eyes, as things will before eyes
that are in danger of closing; my pipe went out once or
twice, abad ssgn. Still, | do not think | wasin any danger
of forgetting my position, if Mordaunt had not been
summoned to answer an urgent trunk call on the tele-
phone. There was no instrument nearer than the one at
the lodge, but it only meant ten minutes absence, and
he did not think it necessary to depute any of his col-
leagues to attend, during that short interval, on my
needs Thus | found mysdf, for the moment, dropping
out of my human surroundings; there was conversation
on my left, conversation on my right, but the lie of the
furniture did not makeit imperativethat | should register
interest in either. | lisgened on my left, and heard the
fellows of Simon Magus discussng some intricate piece
of University busness, in which the name of the Ash-
molean kept on figuring; | never could understand
University busness | ligened on my right, and heard
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the fellows of SSimon Magus discussing the relative merits
of two different types of cars; | never could distinguish
between different types of car. The grotesques on the
pandling seemed to be executing a postive war-dance.
A friend, who was sitting on the other sde of the room,
asures methat at this point | dosed my eyes. It seems
to be a legitimate conjecture that | may have gone
to deep.

If1 dreamt, | managed my dreaming very ill. Your
good dreamer will trangpose all the details of his sur-
roundings ; if he has fallen adegp in a train, the motion
will be represented in his dream-world by that of an
aeroplane or a boat, the noise of the whedswill turn into
the drone of monotonous musc, or the roar of a water-
fall. But I, if | dreamt, was unimaginative enough to
dream myself back into my real surroundings, not other-
wise than that famous inhabitant of Crewe who dreamt
he was eating his shoe® The chairs | was looking at
may have been different chairs, but they were in exactly
the same podgtions in which my waking consciousness
had left them; the attitudes of those who were seated in
them did not ssem to have altered; the buzz of their
conversation was, at first, the same kind of buzz. Only,
were they the same people? You know how it is in
dreams (mine, anyhow) ; you do not se peopl€e's faces
you just know that the man you aretalking to (or throw-
ing downstairs) is Such-a-one, belonging to your
acguaintance. It may be that in the course of the pro-

! Hewoke up in the night in aterrible fright and found it was perfectly
true.

B
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ceadings you look at his face, and find that it is the face
of somebody quite different; this does not puzzle you
in your dream, only afterwards; at the moment, you
are content to let A act as a symbol (I think they call it)
of B, and it iswith an A-faced B that you round off the
cycle of your adventures. So it was with me, that
evening. The figures in the chars wore the faces of
twentieth-century people | knew, all of the academic
world; nor would those faces maintain themsdves as
the dream went on, but the man sitting on my right
would now be Dash of Magdalen, now Blank of Christ
Church. Only | knew he was not really either Dash or
Blank; hisidentity was something distinct from either,
and something, | could not tell how, intelectually
known to me.

Intellectually known—I do not s how dse | can
express my meaning; they were concepts of the mind,
not mental images. Yet they were all docketed and
labelled by some process of which the intdlect could
give no account; | knew every speaker's name as he
spoke, and what office he held in the College, and how
long it was snce he had taken his degree, and what his
sympathies were in University or in national poalitics.
And | knew that they were not men of our day; was
congcious, as if by some internal time-ingtinct, when the
Lme shifted from one century or one half-century to
another. My dream came to me in a series of episodes,
and that sies followed the order of time. As each
episode came to an end, | woke up again and immedi-
ately dozed off again—at lead, | thought | did, though
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my friend opposite asures me that my eyes were closed
the whole time. Let it not be supposed that this gross
discourtesy of mine lasted very long; Mordaunt asures
methat he got his call immediately, and that the busness
whatever it was, needed little discusson; he is positive
that he was not away from the room for as much as a
quarter of an hour, and that he found me there with my
eyes open exactly as he had left me.

People have aked me, when | tried to recount this
experience to them, whether | was not conscious all
through it of changes in cosume. For (they say) if you
thought you were listening to a s& of Elizabethan fellows
talking, and then later on to a s of early Victorian
fellows talking, they cannot have been dressed in the
s|ame way; was it not, perhaps, a change from ruffs to
lace, from full-bottomed to short wigs, from chokers to
giff collars, that enabled me to guess what century | was
in as the thing went on ? It may have been so, un-
conscioudy ; but the fact is | have a wretched memory
for costume, and that dream-world, in which anything
may happen and anybody may meet anybody, produces
in mog of us a complete incuriousness about detail. All
| know isthat | carry away no visual impresson of what
pased, only an oddly accurate memory of what was
said, and who said it, and the tones of the competing
voices and the gestures with which they were accom-
panied. Another question | have been aked is, whether
| myself took any part in the conversations to which |
lisened ? Aswell as| remember, | tried to, but found
myself in the predicament of the ghods (was it not ?) in
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the Aeneid, inceptus clamor frustratur hiantes; | would
open my mouth, frame sentences but could not be
certain whether any sound resulted, and did not greatly
care, gnce it was evident that the dream-characters
heard nothing, or at leas took no notice of me. |
suppose | must be a secret admirer of my own conversa-
tion, for I am by no means srange to such an experience.

Inreporting what | heard, | have taken the liberty of
reducing it all to the form of dramatic dialogue. This
expedient, while obscuring for the reader, | am afraid,
the sn=e of reality or of quas-reality, saves an infinity
of bother over inverted commas and conversation-
rubrics generally. " The reader,” | say, making the
assumption that some will be at pains to follow my
dream (if it was a dream) through all its sages Those
who prefer to confine themsdves to every-day fact will
do well to neglect all the chapters which follow except
the lag two, in which this narrative returns to waking
life; to the existing glories of Smon Magus in this age
of fulfilled hopes, and of achieved finality.



CHAPTER 11
HANNIBAL AD PORTAS : 15 88

MR. TAVERNER. | hear Puccius hath recanted, and is
become the Popes man again.

MR. RICHARDS. Thatisvery like; | wastold lately he
was in Poland, where the Jesuits have made much head;
heand Dr. Dee were for raising the devil, and other the
like super itious practices, which their low creeping sort
would not gtick at, for the better overthrow of religion.

MR. TAVERNER. Nay, Mr. Richards, you have been
told the tale bottom foremost. This Puccius came of a
very bigoted Papig stock, but was himsdf brought to
another way of thinking, and embraced the gospé
sincerely enough in the city of Lyons. Whereupon he
came over to Oxford and went out Master of Artshere,
having the name of a very painful sudent of divinity.
He was after that bosom friend to Socinus, and wrote
somewhat dangeroudy of universal redemption. That
he hath been in Cracow, the Jesuits were nothing answer -
iblefor it; with whom, indeed, hetried afall or twoin
theology, but busied himself rather in the affairs of Dr.
Dee and Mr. Edward Kelley, who were for raising the
spirits of the dead (and not devils, as your story goes) in
those parts. But, as | hear, the Pope's nuncio taking
these their doings amiss—or whether it were, as some
say, that the spirits themsdves gave Puccius a war ning,

13
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that the whole world should shortly become Cathalic,
in which cae he was like to have had short shrift from
his own countrymen—he is returned into Italy and
reconciled with his own Church, and hath sg about
studying for the priesthood,

THE PROVOST (it is a feast-day of the College ; other-
wise he would not he in Common-room). | think thisDr.
Dee is a Cambridge man ? | do not remember any of
his name that hath been admitted here. This Puccius
was a dight fellow; | remember well the noise that was
made about him.

DR. HEYwooOD. Certainly Dr. Dee was a Cambridge
man ; | do not know where ds he would have been
brought up so detestably. Thisis what will come when
you let men souse themsdvesin mathematics; it breeds
0 great a lack of judgement, as that before long they
will be busying themsdlves over Abracadabra and Rebus
Rubus Epitepscum. | warrant that his spirits will have
told him this and much other foolery.

THE PROVOST. Kelley was an Oxford man; | cannot
remember of what house. But | do not think he came to
much here; he went to Glastonbury, and it was there
he found his éelixir.

DR. HEYWOOD (snorting contemptuously). He was a
man of very unsettled wits, and addicted to chymistry.
Heisbeddesan Irishman, and Dr. Deea Welshman ; |
hope when | am gone hence, if my spirit mugt return, it
will find itself in more honest company. | am sorry,
Mr. Richards; | had forgot you were from Wales.

MR. RICHARDS. English or Welsh, Oxford or
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Cambridge, | think they do veryill to meddiewith such
matters. It little availed King Saul, when he had Samuel
out of his grave; and | think Dr. Dee will come to
no good, nor his seer either.

DR. WOLVERIDGE. Dr. Dee is getting to be an old
man now; like enough heis doating. But God forbid
you should spesk as if it were all one whether heisrais-
ing spirits, or casting horoscopes and whatever ese is
proper to a mathematician. He hath made some very
notable predictions, and | hold him for a man of science,
these later infantilities notwithstanding. Besides, itisnot
long since that he was much in men's mouths as a
geographer. It was he that set on Sir Hugh Willoughby
and Richard Chancellor to find the North-East Passage;
wherein if they had persevered, my belief is many good
men's lives had been spared, that have perished trying to
sail round the Americas. It was he, as | think, who
shewed that there is much profit to be had if some man
will search out the kingdom of Lochac; which should be
a great continent in the southern hemisphere, very rich
in gold and other precious commodities.

DR. HEYwooD. Why, you are for making the man out
a worse moon-calf than ever. He hath but crazed him-
self with reading of old authors that were yet more
doltish than he. He is a man that would not be content
with finding out new markets for our merchants over-
sees, but was for sending out colonies of Englishmen to
settle down in the waste places of the earth which the
Spaniard had wisely left alone; as hath been most dis-
astrously done in these last years in the place they call
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Virginia. He cameto such a pitch of ranting, if | mistake
not, ashewould talk of a British Empirebeyond the ssas

MR. FENTON (he is ajunior fellow of the College, but
speaksin areprimandingtoneasif expectingtheothersto
defer to him; which indeed they do). Thisisvery strange,
Dr. Heywood, that you think a man to be maggoty-
headed because he would see this little and great country
enlarge her borders somewhat. As for the plantations
overssas——

THE PROVOST (breaking in nervously). Nay, Mr. Fenton,
Dr. Heywood's meaning was, that English people will
never be hearty colonists, because our climate fits us ill
for southern adventures, and we are catched easly by the
fevers and digempers of those parts. Let the Spaniards
and the Portingales garrison these outlandish coads to
keep the beastly inhabitants under, and we will ply for
trade between their ports, when the world is more stttled
again. | think Dr. Heywood spoke only in that sense

MR. FENTON. You say well, Mr. Provost, " when the
world is more sttled again . But it shall not be long, as
| hear from one that is very cose to the person of my
good patron, the Chancellor. He tells me there are dis-
patches come in that have quite removed all ground for
these late alarms over a pretended invasion. (Raising his
voice a little)) 1t will, I doubt not, much comfort the
heart of the Fellows to hear that the Duke of Medina
Sdonia is clean contrary to the King of Spain's projects ;
and hath told him, his ships underwent last year such a
drubbing from our captains, as that it were midsummer
madness to make any attempt to come at us.
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THE ProvosT (a little wearily, asif he had heard this
kind of thing before). Why, God bethanked for it.

MR. FENTON {rather too obviously quoting from official
instructions). And whereas divers persons, whether of
their natural fearsomeness or with intent to comfort the
Queen's enemies, will still be putting about rumours of
great peril impending, whereby smple folk are much dis-
mayed and confounded in their wits, the Queen (I hear)
isgreatly displeased ther eat, and will haveall such authors
of sad reports given up to correction. (He looks at Dr.
Heywood, who shiftsalittlein hischair but doesnot speak.)
Well, Mr. Provod, | have to wait upon a gentleman who
makes but a short gay in the City; | hope the Fellows
will have me excusd.

(Hegoesout, andthereisan immediate sense of tension
relaxed ashe shutsthedoor behind him. Heisnot a spy,
for everybody knowswhat hisposition isin the College, but
akind of Government commissar in whose presencethey
studiously avoid topics of national importance The Provost
shakeshishead, andthereissilencefor alittle)

MR. TAVERNER. It is not to be doubted but the
Spaniard is on the high seas

DR. HEYwOOD. It is rumoured, he hath touched
already at the illies.

MR. TAVERNER. This is a pretty harvest the Queen
hath reaped, for taking upon hersdf to be the defender
of the reformed religion. |1 do not know that the name
of England hath ever been so blown upon, in the life-
time of the ddest man living. | wasin London lately,
and saw the poor felows that had come back from the
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wars in the Low Countries, some fifty ragged wretches
complaining that there is neither food nor help sent to
our armies there, and driven away without ceremony by
the Lords of the Council, that they should not come at
the Queen's person. Small wonder if they of Holland
cry out on us for treachery; to let Suys be taken was
wor se done than to lose Calaisin Queen Mary's time.

DR. HEYwWOOD. ItisGod'struth; wearetobenotori-
oudy punished for our so long blowing hot and cold in
matters of religion. These years past, we might have
been comforting the Netherlanders againg King Philip,
and all we did was to mumble and let occason dip. We
have threatened the King of Spain, and made promises
to his enemies, taking no thought how we could bring to
pass one or the other. We have talked loud of peace, and
let the manifest peril of war blow up againg us, counting
it all gain if we could harry a few merchant ships plying
on their lawful occasons from the Indies. If the Duke of
Parma should land to-morrow in Esex, it is no more
than what we have deserved.

MR. RICHARDS. Well, we are all in God's hands.

DR. HEYwoOD. No, Sir, we are not in God's hands.
That is, we are subject to his near vengeance; but we
can look for nothing from his mercies, who have so often
abused his patience and man's with our continual
piratical injuries.

DR. WOLVERIDGE. | take that to be piracy, which
makes prizes of foreign ships when there is time of peace.
This is not so now, when, though there be no open
declaration of it, all the world knows the King of Spain
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is our enemy. What Sr Francis Drake did lagt year in
the harbour of Cadiz was no more than to prevent the
designs of the Spaniard againg us, by being beforehand
with him; this was not piracy.

DR. HEYWOOD. You would do as well to say, that a
man may rightly hamstring his neighbour's horse if he
feared this same neighbour had desgns upon his wife.
No, Sr, we mugt not anticipate the wrong done; we
shall all go back to savagery dse. It is besdes observable,
that this meddling with Spanish matters is not at all a
thing of yesterday. We were already taking prizes out of
Spanish bottoms these many years back, when they were
carrying goods to France, at which time it was generally
agreed that France, not Spain, was our chief enemy.

DR. WOLVERIDGE. And may we not carry off cargoes
as well from those who are comforting our enemies,
though they be at peace with us, as from our enemies
themselves?

MR. RICHARDS. For my part | would make no distinc-
tion ; French or Spanish, they were all papigs together,
and we are not bound to be respecters of such.

DR. HEYwooOD. That isright Lollardy, Sir, when you
will have us believe that a Frenchman or a Spaniard hath
no right of possesson over his own cargoes, because he
isnot one of God's elect. Havea care, Mr. Richards, or
you will yet gand at the sake for an Anabaptist. | am
no more ready than you, God knows, to have papists and
foreigners for my bedfellows, neverthdess | say we
should have let them alone, and not provoked them by
these bitter injuries to levy war upon us.
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MR. TAVERNER. Well, it isall one; be the fault where
it will, the King of Spain has usat hismercy.

DR. WOLVERIDGE. S0 they of Athens said, when the
invason of Persa was presently expected. Nevertheless
Themistoclestold them, according to the oracle, that they
should be saved by their wooden walls, that is, by their
ships. The Duke of Medina Sidonia mug still try con-
clusonswith Lord Howard and with Sr Francis Drake
before he will put his troops on land.

DR. HEYwoOD. Sr Francis Drake? Why, heis for
nothing but prize money. See if he do not leave his place
in the line, thefirst time he ss one of the enemy's ships
at a disadvantage, to tow it into Plymouth and make
plunder of the captain's dinner service.

THE PROVOST. Sir Francis hath afinespirit, but little
judgement. He is not an Oxford man; | would that
they had more Oxford men now in the fleet. Sr John
Hawkins, they say, hath been very negligent snce he
was Treasurer, so that all our shipsarerotted away most
villainoudy. If we had Sr Humphrey Gilbert, now,—he
would have made all well. But heis dead thesefiveyears,
a great ornament of the University.

DR. WOLVERIDGE. Very like, Mr. Provost, if you had
the care of the realm, you would advance Sir Walter
Raleigh, that was his half-brother ?

THE PROVOST. What, Raleigh ? No, he came to no
good here, nor will dsawhere. | hear he is trying to
plant potatoesin Ireland. Y ou will not teach the potatoto
growinlreland; itisvery marshy and boggy soil there.

MR. TAVERNER. | tisall one, whoisin command; itis
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not possible but that the Spaniard should have the best of
it. See how little a work they made of Strozzi's force,
that wasin the Azores. Our captainswill dip in and out
of a harbour, doing great mischief to the shipping before
they are catched; but on the high seas hewho can board
his enemy with greater force must needs come off better -
mogt. Call me a vain prophet if we do not s King
Philip proclaimed here before summer is out.

MR. TAVERNER'S GUEST, one MR. LEE. HOW is that,
Sr ? Areyou so confident in your opinion that King
Philip hasan itch torulein England again ? It isthought
that he hath had his bellyfull. of it. There are those
besdes among the exiles—I had it myself from one that
isafriendtoMr. Allen—who aremaking great influence
for the King of Scots; it being generally thought that
he would embrace thereligion of his late sainted mother
gladly enough, if he could put the Tweed between him
and the presbytery. For my part, | think King Philip is
atrue son of hisown Church, and more eager to sse the
wrongs of religion righted than to take any vengeance
for theloss of afew cargoes. If we had in theseidands
a Catholic King, such as would not help the rebes to
make head in the L ow Countries, | doubt not he would
be well content.

MR. RICHARDS (a man of clear-cut ideologies). | cannot
e that it makes any great matter whether the King of
England be Philip or James or Simon or Jude, if he
brings back the Masswith him. It will bean end of true
religion; and | thank God | have good friends at Basd
who will shelter me.
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THE PROVOST. Y ou are ayoung man, Mr. Richards;
and you young men will always be for making nice
definitions over this and that. For myself, | was fellow
here in King Henry's time, when we sang the Mass
lustily enough, yet the Pope's word never ranin Oxford,
no, nor in the whole of England. And then KingHarry
died, and we were hard put to it to tell whether there was
Mass in the chapel or no; it was Kyrie eleison to-day
and Lord have mercy on us to-morrow, with much
expense to the College in continual procuring of new
service-books. But it did not last long, Sir; when
Queen Mary came in, we went back nothing loth to our
old mumpsimus, and the realm was at peace.

MR. RICHARDS. Peace, Mr. Provost ? | will answer
you out of the mouth of Jehu the son of Namsi; what
peace, s0 long as——

DR. HEYwOOD. Sir, contain yourself; Mr. Provost is
speaking.

THE PROVOST. What was | saying? Ay, | wastalking
of Queen Mary'stime; but that did not last long neither.
Asfor her present Majesty, she hath blown hot and cold,
but now we have all one mass again, and we must use
that until she or some other send us a better. But you
will find it is all one; the times go backwards and for-
wards, and no man can tell what will be the end of it.
Honest men should put their coats about their ears for a
little, and follow with the fashion of the time, not running
off to Basd this day, and to Rheims the next, as if
salvation should depend on an Ave Maria.

DR. HEYwoOD. Itiswell said, Mr. Provost; but you
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are of the old vintage, and can turn parson or priest as
the times serve. | was ordered priest with Queen Eliza-
beth's book, and if we are to have the Mass back by the
autumn, it istime | went to school again and learned my
primer after the old fashion. Should I not look a brave
fool, think you, to begin putting on massng-vesments
at my time of life and cry Dominus vobiscum, who have
been bred to nothing other than the new book, and have
had it pat on my tongue these twenty years ?

THE PROVOST. You will find it comes wonderful easy
with use, Dr. Heywood. | doubt not but I am something
rusty in the manner of it myself; " Orate fratres” . . .
let me see, what was that that was said after " Orate
fratres™ ? It is no matter; | warrant you a little use
would bring it back to me. You shall do well enough,
Dr. Heywood, you shall do well enough.

MR. TAVERNER. |t is fearful to think what havoc will
be wrought of men's constiences, when so many ministers
must needs put away their wives, or dse starve. | thank
God the gatutes have made us into as good cdlibates as
ever the Church of Rome boasts; we had been in great
trouble of spirit dse. Do you think it shall suffice his
Holiness to absolve the realm from schism, M r. Provost,
and thereupon all go merrily, or must Dr. Heywood and
the resdue of us be admitted to orders anew ? They tell
me thereis much pother made now among the Catholics
over the ordering of prieds.

MR.LEE.Itisverycertain,Mr.Taverner,weshall be
nothing the better for it, who have been ordered after the
Queen's fashion ; we are no massng-priests, you and |.
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MR. TAVERNER. One thing is certain; there are 0
many chances of damnation in this unquiet world, it will
be a comfortable thing to have St. Peter on our Sde,
when the account istaken. What, Mr. Richards, areyou
leaving us thus early ?

MR. RICHARDS {evidently disliking the turn which the
conversation istaking). Your pardon, but | am to preach
before the University this Lord's Day coming. | am
much exercised over that of St. Paul to the Thessalonians,
where he esks of the Man of Sin, who is none other
than the Pope of Rome, to my thinking. Who, then, is
he that letteth ? Thereis here, | think, much room for
controversy. (Hegoesout.)

DR. HEYWOOD. |t shall go hard but this shall prove to
be the Spanish King, so long as &. Paul hath Mr.
Richards for his interpreter. This will do us no good,
Mr. Provost, if things go as it is probable, to have the
name of Simon Magus bound up with such uneasy fire-
brandsasMr. Richardsis.

THE PROVOST. He will grow milder with years, Sir,
and frame himself after the fadiion of the times; you will
e all shall be well. It exerdses me more, what is to
become of the fellows who left us for Douay, in these
ate years, and will now be fetched back again to the
College, as | supposg, full of quidlibets and quodlibets
after the old fashion of the Schools. | doubt wein Oxford
shall ssem very rusty and moss-grown to such as were
our pupils formerly. There was Mr. Lewis, as |
think, and Mr. Loseby; | cannot remember if there
were any more. (Turning to Mr. Lee) Were there
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many from your house, Sir, that went overseas for
religion ?

MR. LEE (with an embarrassed smile). Why, no, Mr.
Provost; | believel am thefirst. (Inanswer to ageneral
dropping of jaws.) Since these two gentlemen have left
us, who are of the new way of thinking, nothing forbids
but | should be open with you; | believe myself to be
among friends. Mr. Lewis, when he was of this College,
was my very good friend ; and | will not deny but | have
had some exchanges with him by way of letters since he
crossed the sees. He hath persuaded me, or at least taught
my conscience to persuade me, that there was never any
true religion among us since the Queen put out the old
bishops that were in her sister's time; and that neither |
nor any other man here, Mr. Provost excepted, can offer
to God any agreeable sacrifice. Since | have thus resolved
my mind, there are no two ways of i t; | take ship to-
morrow, before the ports be so hindered and watched as
that passage may be altogether denied me.

THE PROVOST (asifhumouring a child). Yes, you young
men will always be for going oversess.

MR TAVERNER. Good God ! Mr. Lee, Mr. Lee, it was
thisyou would say when you told me you looked to be
absent for agood while ! Why, the bustle and confusion
of these times must have crazed your wits, that you
should be for leaving Oxford behind, and these pleasant
walks of Simon Magus, and the company of men your
equals, to coop yourself up behind seminary walls, in a
forgotten town of Flanders, and wear out your manhood
over knotty questions of the schoolmen. Thisis not well
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thought of, Mr. L ee; indeed it isnot. Ask these gentle-
men now, that have longer experience of the world than
you and |, whether you benot st on awild-goose chase,
you that are so regarded in the University, and liketo be
one of the proctors for next year.

MR. LEE. | am sorry, Mr. Taverner; | have broke this
news to you something more suddenly than our long and
dear acquaintance hath deserved. But what would you ?
Oxford is a town full of whispers, and a man can scarce
speak his mind to himsdf but he goes in danger of being
betrayed. Look you now, how is it that you and these
other gentlemen are s0 ready to welcome back the Mass
and the Pope if the King of Spain bring them to your
doors to-morrow, yet will raise so much cry about it if |
go abroad to sek them, and that to-day ? Isit a matter
that can be decided by a puff of wind on the seas whether
the Mass is Chrises Body and Blood, or rather a
blasphemous fable?

DR.HEYWOOD (energetically). Ay, Sir, but | will retort
your dilemma on you; | will rebut it with due forms of
logic. If the Mass be what you think it is, can you not in
God's name wait till the autumn of the year to enjoy it,
when the realm hath wanted it these thirty years pag ?
Come, Sir, either the Duke will spead well, or he will go
to the bottom and all his force with him, If he prosper
in his desgn, either the Queen hersdf will turn Catholic
or some other of that faith shall st on the throne insead
of her; in such cag you shall have your Mass in St.
Mary's. Or ds he shall be repulsed; which if God
grant, the new religion shall yet sgand as heretofore,
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and you, if you find your stomach too queasy for it,
shall go abroad at your good leisure, no man letting
you.

MR. LEE. Sir, | think Prometheus saith, in the play
Aeschylus wrote of him, it is no great matter to give
good advice to men in trouble, so you be outsde of it
yoursdf. My cae is other than yours. | find no fault
with the conscience you in Simon Magus have, albeit this
reformed religion of yours seemeth to me a srangething,
which to-day isand to-morrow is cag into the oven. But
for mysdf, | hold that if the Pope of Romewill be Chrigt's
Vicar come Michaemas, Chrig's Vicar heis even now;
and | am on my way to him.

THE PROVOST. | cannot sse what you young men will
be after, to be evermore talking of the Bishop of Rome.
For the Mass now, that is a different matter; therewas
little complaint made about that, so long as we had it,
and thereislessreverence had totheclergy snceTom,
Dick and Harry could understand all that was said in the
prayers. These English prayers are besdes very wordy
stuff; it wasDr. Cranmer, | think, who had the making
of them, that was a good scholar indeed, but wrote after
a very tedious fashion. | would say the Mass again right
merrily, if | could find what is become of the old books;
but it gticksin my head they were burned when my Lord
of Barchester made his visitation, and quite took away
all that was left from Queen Mary's time. But | was
speaking of the Bishop of Rome; he was no more
thought of in the University than Prester John, at what
time Simon Maguswasfounded. Yet Mr. Taverner here
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is continually telling us we shall have the Pope back; |
cannot understand it that he should speak so.

MR. TAVERNER. | spoke of the University, Mr.
Provost; you will not deny, a | suppose, that the
Pope's word ran in the University before King Henry
gave himself out to be head of the Church. And as for
Trinity and St. John Baptist's, they were founded both
of them in Queen Mary's time, to the very end they
should further the Pope's cause; and it was great preju-
dice, as | think, to the University that the intentions of
their founders were so lightly set aside. Who will build
Colleges now, when he cannot say what purpose his
benefactions shall be put to, while he yet lives ?

DR. HEYWOOD. For that, Mr. Taverner, you are in the
right; and there is no doubt but that the continual dis-
quiet of these times, through the shutting of men's
purse-strings, is much to blame for the decay of learning
and neglect of the arts in this University. But | am not
yet finished with Mr. Lee. What the plague ailsyou, man,
that you would go off and join yourself to the Pope and
Mr. Allen, at the very time when the Pope, as is most
certain, and Mr. Allen, as it is commonly credited, are
putting on King Philip toinvade your country ? Did not
Aristides, when he was exiled by his fellow-citizens,
nevertheless discover to them the practices of the Persian
king, choosing rather to seek the good of his country,
than to take a private vengeance upon Themistocles his
enemy ? And would you, for no better a cause than these
your uneasy scruples over a matter of Church govern-
ment make common cause with the Queen's enemies, at
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the time of her most need ? This is no sort of honesty,
nor conscience neither.

DR. WOLVERIDGE (who has been sitting with his head
judicially cocked on one side, drumming on his knee, and
now turns round to take part in the conversation). Why,
Dr. Heywood, | like your tastein honesty. Here are the
Pope and Mr. Allen, asyou pretend, levying war upon
us, and Mr. Lee is resolved to throw in his lot with
them, whether their cause shall prosper or no, betaking
himself for that end to some foreign port, at the great
hazard of his life and good name. Whereas you will sit
comfortable herein Common-room, waiting till you sse
which way the wind blows, and anon crying huzza for
King Philip, or damning him for alousy papist, as need
shall serve. You will not easily persuade me that your
part is the more heroical.

DR. HEYwWooD. No, Sir, this will not serve. | am by
God's grace a minister of religion; and | hold it the
duty of all such to live peaceably under whatever king
Providence may send us, and to draw others thereunto.
| will exercise my ministry, God willing, in this chapel
under the form which may from time to time by lawful
authority be prescribed. You will not find me slinking
about from one country to the next, stirring up foreign
enemies without and civil dissension within. | will not
be bold to meddle, Sir, in the affairs of princes.

DR. WOLVERIDGE. God forbid | should ever be a
prince; butif | ever were such, | would not wish for a
better subject. But come now, Dr. Heywood, let me st
forth a parable. | hear there was a stage-play lately
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enacted in London, | have forgot who it was that put it
out, upon the career of Dr. Faustus. Some think it
glanced a little at Dr. Dee, of whom we were but now
gpeaking. However that be, it ssams this Dr. Fausus
did sl his soul to the devil, who undertook to do all his
bidding until the time was due for calling in the said
bond; with such comical dfects as might be expected.
Now, Sir, if you were even now in Dr. Faustus casg,
tell us what fortune you would send to the Duke of
Medina Sdonia and this armado that sails under his
colours? Would you grant them fair landing, or raise
such awind as should break them all to pieces upon some
inhospitable headland in the Northern ses ?

DR. HEYwoOD (chuckling). Why, that would be what
old Wycliffe said, that God mugt obey the devil. | will
open my mind to you, Dr. Wolveridge, snce we are all
friendshere,asMr. L eesays and nowor d isto go beyond
these walls, however luck shall serve us If | had a
familiar that would run such errands for me, the Duke
should snk like a stone, and all his company, and all
should go forward in England as heretofore. There has
been too much chopping and changing, and whilst we
are wrangling, the minds of the common people are quite
drawn away from religion. You will remember that
crazed fellow John Penry, that was formerly of St.
Alban'sHall; hehath put out an addresslately, wherein
he says plainly that in Wales the common sort will not go
to Church any longer, and live very loose. For my part,
| would damn all papigs and all Puritans, and order
everything seemly, but so as shall be to the liking of the
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common man that has his place on the ale-house bench,
and isneither saint nor snner. Let usall in God's name
be content with that, and there shall be neither burnings
nor bowelings hereafter.

DR. WOLVERIDGE. Herein, | think, Mr. Taverner will
much blame you.

MR. TAVERNER. Who, |, Sr ? Oh, | am for peace, like
Dr. Heywood; only that | would have the Mass back,
and all made merry with holy days and processons asin
the old time, and men shriven of their sns, not hardened
in them or despairing of them as the more part of them
are at present. Asfor the Pope, | think no harm of him
if he would give over plotting againg us, and making
alliancewith foreign princesto overthrow us. He should
be Pope still, so he would suffer usin England to follow
the old ways, and send no more Jesuits among us.

DR. WOLVERIDGE. YOU are too nice in what you ask,
Mr. Taverner; | doubt you will find adevil in all hell that
is power ful enough to order the world according to your
liking. Takecarebut, if the Dukeland, you will find the
Pope an uneasy bed-fellow. It will be as it was after
Queen Mary's crowning; if you will not burn with
Dr. Cranmer, you mug be the Popes man with Dr.
Gardiner.

THE PROVOST (as if to himself). | cannot understand
what they are at, to be evermore talking of the Pope;
this was not so in my time.

DR. WOLVERIDGE. Thereisno need to ak your mind,
Mr. Lee. | think you would send Lord Howard and Srr
Francis to the bottom, and no dirge said over them.
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MR. LEE (his head pillowed between his hands, asif to
avoid looking at the others). God knows | cannot say.
You will think this conceit of mine very strange, but |
do not think | would gladly see the Spaniard get the best
of it. And that, perhaps because | am English born; yet
| do not think so neither; | havelittlelovefor therule of
this present council at least. But my thought is rather
this—If this realm were governed now by a Catholic
prince, what manner of Catholic subjects would his be ?
Men like Dr. Heywood and Mr. Taverner, who would
conform then, as they conform now, because they must.
This were, to my thinking, a religion of show and of
custom only, worth no more than aflower with a canker
at the heart. The Church in these our days hath no need
of lip-service; she cannot conquer, until men are brought
to believe she is the Bride, and the Pope's Holiness the
Vicar, of Christ himself.

DR. HEYWOOD. Itisanill matter, when men will stick
over points of doctrine, and not rather read life as they
seit. Hereisthe Bishop of Rome bidding the Queen's
subjects lift up their hands against her; this had not
Christ done, who told us we should love our enemies,
and | say he hath a very unserviceable Vicar at this time.
Why, you were but now saying yourself that you would
not rejoice to see the Spaniard land; will you now tell us
that the Bishop of Rome doth well to comfort him ?

MR. LEE. You must forgive me, Sir, but I will not
follow you into these matters; | have not the head for
them. You are very confident now that the Pope doth
i11; by that September come, if | understand you right,
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the case may be so0 altered that you will be confident the
Pope did well. But as for me, | know not whether he
dothill or well; only I know that if hedoth ill, Christ
will judge him for amost unworthy Vicar; for heisbut
aman. But, Sir, it isnot the man asheisa man that all
good Catholics should reverence, for he may err in
judgement. It is his office that all good Cathoalics should
reverence; which office we in England have most wil-
fully left vacant, feigning ingtead that her Majesty isthe
supreme governor of the Church in these lands, which is
blasphemy such as her ancestors never used. Since when,
as | hold, the bishops that have taken the oath to her,
with all such asacknowledgethem, arenotruepart of the
Church Cathalic.

DR. HEYwooOD. Sir, | can s you have conned your
brief well, but ssewhereit leadsyou; to makea Cathaolic
of yourself you will make an alien of yoursdf. Y ou will
become a granger unto your mother's children, that is,
to your fellow-countrymen, all but a few stubborn
fellows, that will be as absolute as yoursdf over one
point of doctrine.

MR.LEE. I will not deny what you say; | haveweighed
it already, and counted the cogt. All thexe lagt weeks, |
know not why, that of the shepherd in Virgil hath been
coming back to my mind continually;

Atnoshincalii sitientesibimusAfros:
we are exiled from you now across the ssas and we shall
be exiled yet longer from your thoughtsand memoriesin
England, and mog in Oxford. Anyone that will be
absolute over a point of doctrine shall find himsdf a
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dranger here. And weaboveall, that will sick totheold
religion, shal have no part with you. We shall be
men marked down for hatred; why, | know not, unless
it be that men hate more where they have done wrong
than where they have suffered it, asthe philosopher says
that he who confers a bendfit is afterward more loving
than he who hath received it. It will not be aught we
have doneto you, whether the burningsin Queen Mary's
timeor the plottings, if there be any, at this present, that
will bethefood of your hatred; it will beaswhen aman
loathes the sght of the mistress he hath cas off, you will
wish us dead because we disturb you with a memory of
what once you were. And though your fury againg us
abate with time, you will still reck little of us; and this
that was said, because it was said by a papig, shall have
the less credit, and hewho will seek advancement in the
realm mug first be false to his own faith, or hewill get
no hearing among you. You in Oxford will bedow to
grike in with new fashions, but evermore, though at a
digance, you will follow them, and the old things will
not return. Y ou have reproached me, Mr. Provost, for
that | go lightly overseas, do you think | have not
understood what things it is that | leave behind ? Or
do you doubt my love for them ?

THE PROVOST {feebly). Y ou should have mor e patience,
man, and trust to the event. All shall be well; believe
me, all shall yet be very well.

MR. TAVERNER. Come, Mr. Lee, as touching all this
that you have said, you are but dreaming. Y ou have but
forecad, according to the measure of your own dark
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fancy, how things shall go in Oxford if the Pope's cause
belost. Whereasit is plain from all we hear that the old
religion is shortly to come back again, to the great con-
tentment of many, and as| think of the more part, in this
realm. Pray leave these your scruples for a little and
continue your day here for a few weeks at the leadt, until
we s which way things will be falling out.

MR. RICHARDS (re-entering suddenly, in great excite-
ment). | could not be content to withhold it from the
fellows, how much | am eased in my mind with what
hath befallen.

DR. HEYWO0OD (half-rising in his excitement). Why,
what is that ?

MR. RICHARDS. |t hath been made known to me, Sirs,
who is he that letteth. It is none other than the King of
France.

DR. HEYwOOD (in disgust). What, is there no news
then come from London ?

MR. RICHARDS. Oh, aye, | had forgot. Thereisa post
come, that the Spaniard hath been sighted. | think they
told me, heis a little way off the Scillies.

MR.LEE.Your pardon,Mr. Taverner; and you must
make my excuses to these gentlemen. There is no other
way will serve, but that | should take horse for London
to-night.
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It will naturally be asked, whether | have any indepen-
dent authority for believing in the exigence of these
revenants, whom | saw in my dream, but only as one sss
men in a dream; as personages, rather than as figures,
so that when you looked at them intently their features
began to didimn and were exchanged for the features of
later men, familiar to the dreamer in common life. Un-
fortunately, the early records of SSimon Magus have been
very badly kept; much has disappeared during the dis-
turbances of the Commonwealth. There is one source,
however, to which | naturally turned in the hope of
gleaning some information about my dream-friends,
Anthony a Wood's Athenae Oxonienses. Of course,
this work only embalms the memory of those who left
published works to the credit (or discredit) of ther
names. And it looks as if the fellows of Simon Magus in
Queen Elizabeth's time had not been very ready with the
pen; sothat | have only been able to trace the careers of
two by this means—Mr. Taverner, who afterwards
became Provost, and Mr. Richards. The notices are
somewhat meagre, as they are apt to be when Antony is
dealing with men of the sixteenth century. But | cannot
resg the temptation to reproduce even these shreds of
corroboration. Here isthe obituary of Mr. Richards:

"HENRY RICHARDS was born in Wales, and
particularly in Denbighshire, the son of honest and
aufficent parents. After what early nurture I know not,
he was admitted fellow of Sm. Magus Coll. in the year
1585 or thereabouts, having the name of a sober student

36
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and one well grounded in divinity. Yetit appears he ever
leaned so much towards enthusiasm, as that he could not
reach any preferment in that society, which still hung
after the old waysand busied itself littlewith controversy.
Being forced, therefore, to seek room esewhere for the
proper employment of histalents, (for his mind was much
st on preaching, and that in a high-flown fashion, with
many fantastical subtilties of interpretation), he removed
to the parish of Snailham, in Essex, and there passed the
residue of his earthly life, as | guess, among clownish
men that had a great conceit of him for the ranting style
which he used in admonishing of them. His published
works are,

The Ungodly cut off as Foam upon the Water, a Thanks-
giving to Aimighty God for our Deliverance from that
frightful Armado which the Spaniard lately sent against us.
Lond. 1589.

England's Powder-Magazine, a Discovery of those
hellish Plots whereby the Bishop of Rome seeks daily our
Destruction, shewing clearly what Peril this Nation is come
into fromharbouring of Jesuits, seminary Priests, and other
sculking Nicolaitans, whom the Spirit of Christ bids us
rather spew out of our Mouths. Lond. 1593.

God's frightful Judgements upon impenitent Snners;
shewing that the Number of those who will be lost is out of
all proportion infinitely greater than of those few who shall
be saved. Lond. 1598.

Our author, as he was at all times very hot against
certain points in the Common Prayer, and was thought
by his friends to be far gone in enthusiasm, so he made
shift to comply with what orders were taken under
Q. Elizabeth for the seemly performance of public
worship, and wore a surplice, though 'twas thought very
unwillingly, asoften ashewent into the chancel. Hedied
by drowningin a channel or dyke, an. 1601, not without
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the suspicion that he had made away with himself; being
at that time much addicted to meancholy, in so much
that he was drawn into grave doubt concerning his own
salvation. Yet 'tis certain that he receved Christian
burial, and lies towards the E. dde of the church at
Snailham, time having much defaced his epitaph.”

Mr. Taverner's career was a more successful one;

"JOHNTAVERNER, theson of afather of both his
names, entered upon his being in this world about the
year 1565, in the parish of Wapping. To what favouring
winds he owed his early advancement in the arts, it is not
upon record ; 'tis certain he was a battler of Sim. Magus
Coll.in an. 1577, and afterwards scholar and fellow of the
same society. At which time learning flourished little in
the College, or in the University, so many of the more
precious scholars of that age having withdrawn them-
sdves overseas for the cause of religion; neverthdess,
our author was thought to have laboured with some
fruit in the study of natural philosophy, then much
neglected in comparison of what we have seen in our day.

At what time Q. Elizabeth visited the University, an.
1592 (of which you shall sse more esewhere), he was
one of those that bused themsdves mog in the matter of
her entertainment; 'twas said he was the author, in part,
of a play which was performed in her presence, and 'tis
certain that he made a L atin speech, to the admiration of
all, in which he rehearsad the singular great benefits
received from Providence during her reign. Itisreported
by one, who wrote much in dispraise of our author, and
manifestly bore him an extremeill will, that the Q. her self
made little matter of it, only asking one of those who
stood near her, Who that little rat was? And indeed it
does not appear that he came by any consderable prefer-
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ment until morethan a dozen yearslater; at which time
he wrote very ingenioudy in Latin heroick verse an
epistle congratulatory to his Majesty, for having escaped
the malice of his enemies intended againg him by means
of gunpowder treason. After this he was much employed
by k. Jamesupon secret busness, and was made one of his
chaplains. His defamer, of whom | wrote but now, here-
upon gives him the character of a sneaking and obnoxious
person, whose only study it was, through royal favour
to indnuate himsdf into such preferment as was far
above his merit.

But if it were 0, it ssams these arts prevailed lessin
k. Charles time; when our author fell quite out of
favour, although by that time he was become provost of
Sim. Magus, and much regarded in the University. Itis
mogt likely to be conjectured, that he came to want the
king's favour through the displeasure of Dr. William
Laud, afterwards archbishop of Canterbury; for it
appears he made some influence againg the new datutes
which were then brought in, chiefly through the con-
trivance of that prelate. So it was that he never came at
the vice-chancellorship, although it was thought by some
he would willingly have held it, being somewhat inclined
towards shows and dignities of all sorts. His works are,

An Inquiry, how it is that the Moon draws the Tides,
with somefurther account of thel nfluencewhich isexercised
by her upon Phrenetick Persons. Lond. 1589.

O, guamtememorem, Virgo ? sub quotitulo Elizabeihae
reginae, universitatem honc Oxoniensem serenissimi sui
vultusluminejamtandemillustranti, catalogum beneficiorum
illorum, quaeper illam (Deo gubernante) in nosdefluxerunt
humillime recenset Joh. Taverner, A.M . Oxon. 1593.

PATESCUNTINSIDIAE, h.e. epistola congratula-
toriaregi nostro serenissimo Jacobo, a perfidishostibus
Graeci ignisdetonationejam jam excidium subituro, sed
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praesenti Dei ope feliciter erepto, humillime dicata a Joh.
Taverner, A.M. Oxon. 1606.

Besdes thisif he wrote anything, it islost beyond the
reach of discovery. Nor is there much more | can tell
you about our author, who grew to be an old man and
somewhat doating, yet did not live long enough to se
the miseries of this nation brought about by the un-
natural rebellion of the Parliament men against his sacred
Magesty k. Charles; dying, asit appears, on the very day
when that martyred king set up his standard at Notting-
ham; his distemper, the pleurisy. | cannot tell what
scruple it was induced him to have those words inscribed
above his resting-place, Remember not the offences of my
youth"

Thisisall | have been able to collect from the Athenae
Oxonienses. But | may be allowed to add some further
notice of Mr. Lee, which | came across in a catalogue of
names less remembered, yet perhaps not less memorable
—Bishop Challoner's Memoirs of the Missionary Priests.
Theentry isto be found under June 31, the feast of Saints
Promiscuus and Miscellaneus; internal evidence appears
to shew that our Mr. Leeisin question.

" Mr. Walter Lee, dias Forrester, dias Cartwright,
was born in the first years of Queen Elizabeth; his father
being a priest who had had the misfortune to lapse into
schism under King Edward, and again after the desth of
Queen Mary, so far forgetting his sacred calling as to go
through the form of matrimony with one of his parish-
ioners. Their son, although from his infancy he was
brought up to have no other sentiments towards the
Catholic religion than those of horror and distrust, was
endowed with a naturally pious disposition, which en-
abled him to follow the imperfect lights that were given
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him with remarkablefidelity. Having conceived the desre
of embracing an ecclesadtical career, he went to Oxford,
and there st about studying for the Protestant ministry;
the name of his College has not been preserved to us

Oxford had already at that time given many of her
ons to the priesthood, and a few to martyrdom; but
there were some still to be found among the fdlows of
Colleges who hesitated between the voice of conscience,
which called them to go into exile overseas and the fatal
allurements of worldly prosperity. We have no record,
how long or how difficult a struggle Mr. Lee may have
undergone, before he received the grace to follow his
true vocation; but it appears from the books of Douay
College, then flourishing under the rule of Dr. Allen,
that a Mr. Lee was admitted there late in the year 1588,
and pursued his gudies in due course for the secular
priesthood. While he was at the College, he edified all
by the cheerfulness of his demeanour and the unaffected
smplicity of his conversation, the University of Oxford
being then a schoal, not of foppery and degance, but
of plain living and serious study. He proceeded to
England immediately after ordination, and laboured for
some time in the county of Barsat, where by his earnest
exhortations he persuaded many temporizing persons to
refrain from attending schismatical wor ship, as well as
securing the converson of some from their protestant
errors.

He was for several years remarkably successful in
eluding the watchfulness which the government of that
time kept upon the comings and goings of Cathalics,
disguisng himself now as a travelling tinker, now as a
waggoner, now as a gentleman of quality, in his travels
through the district. But at lagt, in the general alarm
caused throughout the country by the news of the
attempted gunpowder treason, a special search for priests

D
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was &t on foot by the sheriff of the county, and Mr. Lee
was apprehended as he came away from celebrating Mass
in the house of a widow lady, near Silverbridge. When
he was brought to trial, his accusars spared no endeavour
to implicate him in political disurbances, saying that he
had gone oversses at the very time of the Spanish
Armada, and that he was personally known to Mr.
Garnett, whose name had been brought into suspicion
as being privy to the recent conspiracy. But, failing to
convict him of any such treasonable activities, they were
content to res their proceedings againg him on the
ground that he had recelved ordination in a foreign
seminary, had cdebrated the holy sacrifice of the Mass,
and had presumed to absolve the King's subjects from
the guilt of heresy. On these charges alone he was con-
demned to suffer at Tyburn, observing, when the sen-
tence was pronounced, | looked for no other issuethan
this; God bethankedfor it.

Shortly before his execution, a protestant minister was
sent to reason with him and induce him, if possble, to
abandon thetenetsof our holy faith. A particular account
of thisisgiven in amanuscript letter which was preserved
among the archives at Douay. It ssams that the minister
chosen for this purpose was, by mere chance an old
acquaintance of his during his time at Oxford. He had
scarcdy come into the cell, and his eyes had not yet
become accusomed to the darkness of it, when Mr. Lee
broke out, Why, Mr. Taverner, areyou yet at Simon
Magus? And, being asured that this was so, Why, how
domy good friendsthat | used to meet there, when | dined
with you ? And doesthe scent of thegilly-flowerscomein
yet by the windows of the Common Room, when you sit
talking there after dinner ? Whereupon hisvisitor, con-
ceiving that a man who talked so was but little con-
cerned to prepare himsdf for death, replied, Tush, man,
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you should not he thinking of these trifles ; hut rather looking
forward to eternity, and considering the horrible punish-
ments you will there undergo, if you perish without repenting
of your disobedience to the laws of thisrealm. But Mr. Lee.
with a very gay and cheerful countenance, put him aside
from his purpose, assuring him, That he thanked God he
was well enough prepared for the difficult passage he was to
make, having confessed his sins to a fellow-prisoner, and
been shrivenfor them ; only he would know how Oxford
did, for the pleasant memories of the place were with him
continually. And, to be brief, this Mr. Taverner went
away in great disappointment, being unable to enter into
any discussion of theology with him; Mr. Lee guessing,
| suppose, that no good could result from it.

He suffered very bravely, calling heaven to witness
that he was a loyal subject of his Mgjesty, and died only
for the ancient faith which had been the faith of England
until fifty years back. Some portions of his clothing,
sprinkled with blood, were carried off by a pious Catholic
who witnessed his execution, and are yet preserved
among the relics at the College of Douay."



CHAPTER I Il
CAKES AND ALE: 1638

MR. FULWELL (ayoung fellow with a rather severe face)
Mr. Lilly, you have been smiling to yoursalf very secret
this last hour gone; will you not tell us what cud it is
your fancy chews upon ?

MR. LILLY. Why, thereis no mystery about it, save,
if it please you, for the name of him that is most nearly
concerned. | was this day rambling abroad with my
friend Mr. Cotter of Magdalen Hall; and it was our
humour to climb up over Cumnor Hill and s pass down
the Long Leys to Bablock Hythe. The hawthorn was
fully out, and there was a great smel of new summer
about the hedges; the river flowed smoothly, as no
longer swdled up with the late rains; it was a day for
adventure and the renewing of old loves. The ferry-boat
was moored at the further 9de, and the ferryman, as
evermore hewill be, absent from his duty. But therewas
in the boat itself a ragged-looking fellow of the common
sort, with a cloak about him all in tatters, who st there
wetting his fingers in the sream, most childish to see
When Mr. Cotter and | holloa'd to him, he looked up
without surprise, and st about pulling across to meet us.
It was not until he was dose to the Berkshire bank that
we recognized him for the man he was; he, on his sde,
looked as if he would have withdrawn upon our nearer

44
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view; but, gnce that could not be done other than
churlishly, he came on and greeted us as quietly asif we
had been appointed to meet him. His name | mus not
bring back to memory, for he told us he would be best
pleased when it was forgotten in Oxford. But you will
remember, Dr. Berridge, what happened not long snce
about a bachdlor of arts of this University ; how he left
his rooms and was ssen no more among us, yet there was
never any talk of foul play or of disgrace, only that he
had wearied of Oxford and would rather livewandering
about the countryside ?

DR. BERRIDGE (a man early bald, with something of a
monkish look about him, though hewould not likethe sugges-
tion). Ay, | remember what you spesk of, and | knew
the fellow a little. He was a very sad, humorous man;
not altogether without parts, but such as would never
gick to his book, his mind hanging, as | was told, after
eader and smoother dudies than logic. He was soon
forgot here, and | have not surmised above once or twice
what was become of him.

MR. LILLY. Well, you shall hear at last; it ssamsthis
gentleman fell in with someroving fellows called gypsies,
that had their encampment by Bagley W ood; and, for
all they are at most times pretty close, and do not admit
anyone of their brotherhood unless he be of their tribe
at least by marriage, thisfriend of ours so worked upon
them, being already much versed in such curious sudies
asare ther delight, that they suffered him to go in and
out with them, and even taught him some little of that
hidden learning they have. | warrant you, Mr. Cotter
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and | sa there wide-eyed, with Thames at our feet, while
he told us of the singular things he hath partly seen,
partly heard with good ground for crediting of them.
As, of aman taken up in the air and set down about the
same time at a place many miles distant, and how they
can read men's thoughts by the use of the beryl-stone.
He told us also, what a glad exchange he had made of it,
to be sleeping under a hedge, or beneath the eaves of a
barn when winter comes, and how he hath learned from
the gypsies to play their strange airs on thefiddle, which
he will do at the village fairs till the folk dance their feet
off for the great conceit they have of his melody.

DR. BERRIDGE'S GUEST, aMR. KINGSMILL (heisevidently
deef, for he has sat with his hand cupped against his ear
during the last speech, and only joinsin the conversation at
intervals). Thatisvery understandable. Y ouin Oxford,
as | have ever said, are on the high road to destruction;
meaning thereby, to Woodstock, whither whenever his
Majesty retires with the Court, you set on foot such
merry-makings and junketings here as quite turn the
hearts of the boys you should be training up in godly
piety; so that those of them who will not go amassing
with the Jesuits will go a-fiddling with the tinkers. |
hope Mr. Provost here hath more care of his charges
in Simon Magus.

PROVOST TAVERNER (roused to energy by any attack on
the University). No, Sir, for my part | think Oxford is
not near in such bad case as formerly. In my young days,
the boys would spend the more part of their time fencing
and dancing, hunting the hare and stealing of deer and
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conies, with some wooing of wenches. All that is quite
changed snce my Lord of Canterbury was made Chan-
cellor, who hath so plainly st out in black and white the
ancient gatutes of the University, as that no wrong-doer
may plead ignorance of them. They are very painful,
sober gudents here, Mr. Kingsmill, forward enough to
read their book early and late.

MR. BERRIDGE. | think we arein more danger now of
bemusing the young men's wits, with over-much study-
ing againg the time when they will be examined. To
respond to a st of quegtions in the schools with a dozen
or two of answvers they have got parrot-wise is not to
become learned men, nor yet to give proof of ther
natural parts and quickness of wit. There have been
several notorious ingances of late in this College of boys
being plucked after we had expected great things of them.

THE PROVOST (nursing an old grievance). Ay, that isthe
fault of my Lord the Chancdlor, though he hath notably
enriched the University with his gifts. He is too stiff
with us, and always for amending abuses out of hand. As
witness the great influence he hath made, that none
should determine before the statutory time; whence
several Magus men have crossed over to Cambridge and
determined there; a very beasly concluson.

DR. BERRIDGE (in a low voice). Sir, Mr. Kingsmill is
from Cambridge.

THE PROVOST. | meant no mor e, than that a man ought
to determine at his own University.

MR. FULWELL. | hope Mr. Kingsmill will not find me
contentious; but for my part | think the resolve taken
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by Mr. Lilly's friend, to go off and consort with vaga-
bonds, is but a shift to which lively wits are driven,
because they would escape from the overmuch sourness
and heavy melancholy of the times. For, snce the
puritan sectaries came to their present pitch of bold-
ness, every man is afraid of his neighbour's ill-looks,
and dares not dance or sng or make merry as formerly
they did. It is therefore that you find men over-
taken with drange whimses, such as that we were
geaking of.

MR. LILLY. What, Mr. Fulwell, I did not know you
wer e become so frolicsome. Shall we yet sse you dancing
amorrison the Collegelawn ? Shall weride out, a few
weeks hence, to Fyfield, and will you give me news of
the spicy nut-brown ale there, when young and old come
out to play on a sunshine holiday ?

MR. FULWELL (evidently disapproving of this banter).
What you bring up at me was written by a puritan
sectary; aMr. Milton. He shall go a-maying with you,
Mr. Lilly, and | wish you joy of your company. {He
lowershisvoice, in deferencetotheviewsof Mr. Kingsmill)
He is a poor, snivelling fellow, Sir, that will do much
harm with his pen if heis cried up for a magazine of all
the arts and graces, as he is like to be.

DR. BERRIDGE. The verses Mr. Lilly was making
mention of were nevertheless ingenious. | do not look
to find above one or two in a generation that are so
ingenious as Mr. Milton. He hath put forth dnce a
pastoral threnody which hath been much read; hecalled
it Lycidas. | hope you will give some of your leisure to
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it, Mr. Fulwell; it may mend your opinion of its author
somewhat.

MR. FULWELL. Sir, | haveread the verses and | find
them very boiserous, lumbering versssindeed. " Where
were ye, nymphs . .." why, is not this a great to-do
to be made about the death of one Mr. King, that had
written some Latin verses at College? This is exiguus
mus a very dight argument for such general grief as the
author supposes.

THE PROVOST. | am sorry to hear Mr. King is dead.
| do not think he wrote any verses while he was at
Christ Church.

MR. FULWELL. Sir, we were speaking of another Mr.
King altogether, a Cambridge scholar that was drowned
lately in the Irish Sea

THE PROVOST. Why, then, we are well rid of him.

DR. BERRIDGE. Sir, Mr. Kingsmill is from Cambridge.

THE PROVOST. | am sorry. | meant only, that it was
an ill-advised journey. | cannot undergand what the
young men are at, to be evermore going overseas

MR. FULWELL (pursuing his grievance). And Mr. Milton
aks Sir, why the nymphs were not in the Irish Sea at
what time Mr. King was drowned. Which easly moves
the reader to ask, whether it had been a great negligence
in them to be visiting the Lowland ses at that time, or
the Caribbean s or any other. Moreover, when he
hath guffed his piece with gods and nymphs taken from
the ancient authors, he did not well to conjoin them with
the mention of Chrigtian saints; this was never before
done, | think, in pastoral.
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THE PROVOST. | tisavery hazardous thing, to write
pastoral. You will not find anyone now to match Mr.
Drayton.

DR. BERRIDGE (fuming). Sirs, what matter does it
make, whether the young gentleman hath written good
pastoral or no ? His Lycidas is not such a piece as you
can exactly measure adamussm, with afoot-rule, bidding
him go back and mend it, if hereand there he hath broken
the canons of his art. | know something of this Mr.
Milton, and | am very sure his geny is for something other
than tickling men's ears with delightful conceits He
hath less care, | suppose, for such shepherds as do lie
abroad in the fields and pipe ditties about their shepherd-
esxs than for those pastors whose much-wanting duty
it is to feed the souls of men. That is why he brings
into his verse the mention of Peter, mourning over
Lycidas because there are few left like him, and there
is great dore of shepherds that will feed themsdves
only, suffering the sheep to go straying, or be catched
by the wolf.

MR. KINGSMILL (whofindsit easier tofollowwhen his
friendis speaking). That | know to be true of him; and
moreover that he had a mind formerly to take upon
himself the sacred function, but, seeing the great dis-
ordersthat arein the Church at this present, and think-
ing he was not eadly able to somach them, he hath
twitched his mantle blue, as he saith, and is gone off to
other pasures. These areill days when a man of such
learning and ingeniousness cannot proceed to orders,
because his constience will not suffer him. So he must
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neds occupy himsaf with writing of verses for leser
men than himsdf to cavil the manner of the writing,
because they cannot bear to look steadily upon the
prophetic truth which is therein contained.

MR. FULWELL (nettled). For my part, | think thereis
charity shewn by honest men that will praise or blame
Mr. Milton for hiswell or ill writing of pastoral, and not
be searching about for prophetic meanings hidden
beneath it. Elsel think Mr. Milton might soon cometo
gand in the pillory, as Mr. Prynne did lately for a
seditious libeller, because his News from Ipswich was
written sinefuco, openly for all to read, and not wrapped
up in a great deal of fantastic imagery about the tangles
of Neaera's hair, and God knows what dse

THE PROVOST. Mr. Prynne was formerly much well
spoken of at Oriel.

MR. LiLLy. | do not think Mr. Milton hath let his
meaning appear 0 openly asyou pretend. What he said
of those greedy shepherds put me in mind of the popish
recusants, that is where, I think, his drift lies.

MR. KINGSMILL. That will not serve, Sir; for who
then isthewolf ? Hebringsin the massng-priests under
the image of the wolf, that daily devours apace, and
nothing said; meaning, thereby, that these same creep-
ing enemies of religion have gained much boldness
through the liberty granted them in these times by his
Majesty's advisers, who are themsdves, it is much to be
feared, no better than papigs at heart.

MR. FULWELL. It is false, Sir; there hath been no
abatement of vigilance in that matter, no, not for an
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ingant. My Lord of Canterbury, snce he was Chancel-
lor, hath ordered at all times diligent search to be made
in the University for any that would share the hearts of
the young men; and if he comes to hear—as it needs
mug fall out now and again—that one is become the
prey of the Jesuits who lurk hereabouts, he will have all
the ports watched sooner than let such a one travel
over seas.

THE PROVOST. |t is difficult of comprehension, why
the young men will always be going overssas. In my
time, we heard little enough of it.

DR. BERRIDGE (to Mr. Fulwell). Either you are smple
indeed, or you would wear a false cloak of simplicity, if
you do not perceive that this sourness of the archbishop
againg the papids is but practise. He will make a great
show of sacrificing these seminary priests to the just
indignation of his countrymen, only that it may not light
upon himsdf. Thisiswhat Medea did, when she chopped
her brother Absyrtus small, to engage the attention of
her pursuers. Even so these preates who so willingly
chop the Bishop of Rome in pieces are themsdves but
limbs of sorcery; ready to put the reformed religion into
their cauldron, as befel Aeson, and bring it out again in
all the lusty idolatry which clothed it aforetime.

MR. FULWELL (scandalized). Why, what wrong have
our bishops done, that you should miscall them so
villainously? Have they procured anything by ther
authority—that is, by the King's authority to that end
committed to them—except only that the laudable
cusoms of this Church of England, too long through
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factiousness and sottish negligence suffered to fall into
decay, should be decently observed henceforward ?

MR. KINGSMILL. Oh, ay, laudable enough, that a man
is not to enter a Church without bobbing and bowing
like a jack-in-the-green; though he were a proctor of
theUniversity, ashappened toMr . Cor bet not long since,
and could not endure to demean himsdlf so childishly!
Laudable enough, that he must bow again when the
name of the Saviour is pronounced, as though the wor -
ship of the body availed anything, when there is nonein
theheart, or asif anything morewerewanting, when that
inner spiritual worshipistruly present! Laudable enough,
that the communion table should be fetched back to the
end of the church, and there st lengthwise along the
wall, after the very fashion of the idolatrous mass-altars
which the Roman Catholics worship! | warrant you if
old Parr, that went to Court three years back and died
of it, had seen one of our new prelates at prayers, he
would have vowed he was back again in his youth,
Consule Planco, with King Henry the Seventh still
reigning.

MR. FULWELL. Why, if we are to have a trial of
rhetoric, we shall s the sun down before we come to
any point between us. But | will not be led away into
rantings, | will deal with you ad strictosjuris apices,
juridically, Mr. Kingsmill. That the table should be st
lengthwise along the eastern wall, there is no innovation
here, but it is plainly ordered by the Injunctions which
Queen Elizabeth put forth; who, as he was the author
of all our reformation in religion, so she must be thought
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to have known, what a table is and what an altar, and
whether either the one or the other beidolatrous. And |
will shew you in the same injunctions where order is
taken that men should bow their heads whenever the
holy Name of our Redeemer is found in the service. It
Istrue, thereis no like prescription for bowing the head
when one comes into Church; but this is very con-
formable to all the discipline which is observed in this
realm. If a man uncovers when he comes into the
Church, why should he scruple to bow ? The oneis not
more a sgn of reverence than the other.

DR. BERRIDGE. Sir, you are young, and you see things
after the fashion of the times; which is, to be very
absolute over your determinations in argument, using
the forms of law and logic with overmuch nicety. Mr.
Kingsmill and | are older men; and we have learned
with age this among other things, that it imports more
to have regard to the scruples of men's consciences, than
to any laws written with paper and ink. So Paul says,
first Corinthians eight and thirteen, " | will eat no meat
while the world standeth, lest | cause my brother to
offend.” There may very well be enactments, made
these many years snce for the ordering of public wor-
ship, which have been auffered to fall into disuse not
from any contumacy, no, nor from any supine negligence
either, but because it was judged better that men's
consciences should not be troubled with the observing
of them. For there was yet some hope, | conceve,
Elizabetha regnante, that the papists would be prevailed
upon to forsake their brutish superditions the more
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easily, if a few remnants of corrupt custom were left still
in vigour. But since it hath abundantly appeared that,
do what you will, they remain stiff in their hellish
opinions, there was no reason any more for retaining
these foolish ceremonies, for all that authority had
formerly prescribed them. It is these umbrae et imagines,
these shadows and images of popery, that your bishops
are seeking to restore once more among us, for no better
reason than that they are courtiers bred, and think idly
to please Almighty God by such flatteries and empty
shows as he most evidently abominates.

MR. LILLY. Nevertheless, Mr. Fulwell hath some right
in his cause. For these ceremonies you speak of are not
like to draw men any longer into superstition, since they
mean nothing but what any Christian man may soberly
avouch. As for example, it makes no matter whether the
table be set lengthways or sideways, while it is commonly
agreed that in our Communion order there is no pre-
tended sacrificing of Christ's Body and Blood. What
gqueasy stomachs, then, must they have, who would lift
up their hands and cry popery over things of little
moment! If any such are scandalized, let them look to
it that it is not their own over-niceness which doth breed
dissensions in the Church.

DR. BERRIDGE. Sir, | will answer you in your own
kind. If these outward ceremonies signify nothing, were
it not better you should forego them, for peace sake ?
But if they signify anything, then | would ask Mr.
Fulwell here (for | think you yourself, Mr. Lilly, arenot
much concerned in these questions of divinity) what it is
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they signify; and according to his answer we shall know
whether our consdences will suffer us to travel the same
road with him.

MR. KINGSMILL. Ay, and let me press upon this gentle-
man my own question, which | propounded to him but
now. Ifa man entering a church doth worship God in
his heart, to what purpose is it that he should worship
also with his hips? And if he doth not worship God in
his heart, what can it avail him, that he should make an
empty show of reverence? Nay, will it not rather fetch
him into the surer damnation, seeing he thereby pro-
clams himsef a hypocrite, whose portion is to gnash
his teeth in eternity ?

MR. FULWELL. Gentlemen, | could weary you with my
reasons. But one reason | will give, because it is of the
chief weight, and is more apt to command your good
will. Theseand thelike cusomswere, asit can be proved
by drict inquiry, observed in the early Church, before
ever it was corrupted by ill example. Sothat it werelittle
becoming in us to pretermit what holy men of former
times did hold in honour, and such moreover as had
drunk in their religion from the very fountain of
apogolic witness,

MYSELF. .

MR. KINGSMILL. | bid you have a care, Sir; you are
dipping your head into a noose; this will do you ill
service, if you should fall into controversy with the
papigs. For it isthe very marrow of their doctrine, that
what they observe is what hath been handed down to
them by the tradition of former times; and it isthere-
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fore that they are so curious to know what Clement said
of this, or Polycarp of that, or how it was that |gnatius of
Antioch demeaned himself when he went into Church.
But for us who have received the pure light of the
gospel it is enough to say, that we have the Spirit
working within us as well as ever he did formerly, so
that there is no need to be evermore casting back to
those early times; in which, moreover, God suffered
much confusion to prevail, as you may read in Paul's
epistles.

DR. BERRIDGE. It is besides one of our chief tenets,
that Scripture doth contain all that is necessary to
salvation.

MR. LILLY. Doth not the Scripture say that every knee
shall bow at the holy Name ?

DR. BERRIDGE. Tut, Sir, that is but a figure. The
scripture bids us work out our own salvation with fear
and trembling, Philippians two and twelve. Yet would
you think me crazed in my wits if you saw me shaking
at the knees and shivering like one that hath the ague, as
often as | came into the chapel here, and protesting |
would be damned if I did not work myself into a St.
Vitus's dance ?

MR. FULWELL. Sir, Mr. Kingsmill, I mean—I did not
think to find you so timorous and crouching, as that you
would decline an open controversy with the papists. It
is very certain that they must be put down; and this
shall best be done, if we shew them that we have kept the
old tradition of apostolic times more eagerly than them-
sves; which is what the archbishop did, when he put
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down Fisher the Jesuit, and other our divines have usd
the same way with them,

MR. EINGSMILL. | would have no man argue with the
weasd that spails his hen-roost, nor no more with a
Jesuit; | would root them out. If the law were well
enforced, they should have no space for argument.

MR. FULWELL {mildly). Yet thereare other papigsthan
those who lurk in his Majesty's dominions; upon the
Continent of Europe especially. And many of them, |
make bold to think, are less tiff in their opinions than
these our fellow-countrymen; so that thereis some hope
we may yet disabuse them of their errors, and come to a
better understanding with them over sundry points of
divinity.

MR. KINGSMILL {making a gesture asif to stop hisears).
See now if it be not as | said, and you and all those
divines you boag of are but returning like a washed sow
to your wallowing in the mire! What, have you com-
forted all these years the Flemings and Frenchmen who
fled hither for consdence sake, and given them liberty
to practice thereformed religion, and will you now make
terms with the old Bedzebub and throw them to him to
mangle? | tell you, Sr——

DR. BERRIDGE (interposing quietly). Come, Mr. Kings-
mill, you must not make an arch-traitor of Mr. Fulwell;
| warrant he is not altogether so blood-thirsty as you
pretend. Though trueit isthereis grave reason to fear
the Frenchmen in London are like to be disturbed in the
practice of their religion, so hard doth the archbishop
bear on all who will not be conformable to his manner
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of worship. But, Sr {turning to Mr. Fulwell), what is
worse, you are for offending the consaences of your own
countrymen, and of other the King's subjects for what ?
Only to get credit with a rabble of foreigners, who will
never be content until they se the reformed religion
quite put out of his Majesty's dominions. Look now at
the Scots, how the archbishop doth harry and vex them ;
and what uproar was made, when the new service was
first read amongs them!

MR. LiLLy (flippantly). O, the Scotsl In God's name
let them be vexed and harried; they will overrun all
England dse.

MR. KINGSMILL. Nay, but pardon me, Sir, the shoe
pinches nearer than that. Do you not s how many
there are in England that are driven to worship God in
honest men's private houses, or even in the open fields,
because they cannot receive the Common Prayer as it is
at this time for the most part enforced ? And these being
hunted out, having no other refuge to turn to, must cross
over to Holland, or dse take ship and sal for the
Americas, as that godly remnant did not long snce, that
sailed from Boston in Lincolnshire, and now languish as
colonigs in savage parts, among barbarians indeed, yet
such as prove less unkind than ther fellow country-
men.

THE PROVOST. | could never yet undersand why men
will be going overseas | have heard the old Provost say,
when | was but a young fellow here, no good should ever
come of sending out English folk to be colonigs in the
new world, by reason that this climature of ours, which
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is dampish indeed but not unwholesome, maketh us
unapt to bear the many digemperatures of southern
regions. Which prediction of his hath been abundantly
verified, as we s that they of Virginia came near to
being quite extinguished, some years back, through
famine and the beastly treacherous assaults of the Indians.
We have little news, | think, from Maryland; but 'tis
like that they arein no better case We must not look to
hear more of the English plantations overseas nor of
these Lincolnshire gadabouts neither.

DR. BERRIDGE. What is to become of the planters, is
not much to our purpose. They are sarcelike to thrive,
in a country which yieldslittle but the tobacco and other
worthless grasses  What more concerns us, is to se
England emptied of her bet and godlies families,
because no room can be found for them to worship God
here conformably with their consdences Meanwhile
this Oxford, that should be the nurse of true religion,
puts out nothing but a race of crabbed scholars itching
for preferment; and the more part of the boys sent here
to study run wild for want of correction, fallinginto very
loose ways, as Mr. Kingsmill says Sirs, it is commonly
known that there are three hundred ae-houses in the
town; and the proctors are grown so remiss that they
walk little of nights to s how these are frequented.
What is this but to nurture the young gentlemen to be
soldiersinstead of scholars ? Asif we had need, in thee
peaceful times, to recruit an army for his M ajesty.

THE PROVOST {who hasalready forgotten that thereisa
Cambridgeman present). What Dr . Berridge saysistrue;
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thereisadeal of loose living in the University. And we
are like to s worse, now that they have suffered the
Thames to be made navigable as far as this; which
design | would willingly have overthrown, if I had had
the Chancdlor'sear, for it will make Oxford yet greater,
that istoo great already. When | proceeded here, aman
could == little outsde the walls but fidds and marshes,
and now they are building everywhere. L ook you how
fair a house M r. Smythe hath made for himsdlf, over by
Grampool, near where the Friars Preachers had their
lodging for merly!

DR. BERRIDGE. |t wasbut thismorning| was shewing
the place to Mr. Kingsmill, as we went forth towards
Hinksey. We were of one mind, that the wooden figures
beneath the windows are little becoming a Christian
man's habitation.

MR.LILLY. | cannot find much reason to think that the
boys here will be drawn into loose living, if only a score
or so of bargemen with their families should be added
to the number of the townspeople.

MR. KINGSMILL. It is because you have not lived long
enough, Sir, to s.e what ill example boys of fourteen or
fifteen years may take from the neighbourhood of the
common sort. Already God is much offended by the
profaning of hissabbath, with the playing of football and
at cudgds, with the holding of Whitsun ales and M ay-
poles, and theringing of Church bells. If your boyshere
fall into such evil uses from the daily consorting with
low fellows in the alehouses, how will you have
acquitted yourself of your stewardship, who have



62 LET DONS DELIGHT

received this pleasant inheritance to be a nursery of all
godly piety ?

THE PRovOST {tiffly). Sir, I do not think you will
catch any young gentleman of this house playing at foot-
ball. Nevertheless, | would have a limit s& to this
continual enlarging of our borders.

MR. FULWELL. Mr. Kingsmill, I find in you what |
have ever noted in my friend Dr. Berridge; that you
will make a great to-do when any man would abridge
your own liberty of conscience, as by bidding you st the
communion table here and not there; yet, if a man will
only shoot an arrow at the mark on the Lord's Day, you
are instantly for having such a one dapped into gaol.
Now, Sir, which way will you haveit ? Will you sand
for the ordering of men's doings by public authority ?
And, if that be the case, whose authority will you do
better to obey than the King's, who is st over you by
God himsdf for theterror of evil-doers, and his bishops,
men learned in divinity and in the history of former
times, when they meet in their solemn assamblies to take
order for the good of the commonwealth ? Or will you,
per contra, have every man follow his own conscience, to
do whatever he think well and right, as answerable to
God and none other ? Which if it be the case why will
you put restraint on Mr. Lilly here, that he should not go
morris-dancing on the Lord's Day, ay, or play at foot-
ball, if he be in the humour for it ?

MR. KINGSMILL. | will answer you very smply, Sir,
according to the light God gives me. We will have none
of your authority, savein so far asit may be needful for
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keeping of the peace and for defence of the realm, because
it isauthority exercised by carnal men, concer ning whom
we can have no assurance, whether they be regenerate or
no. And asit is very certain that the unregenerate are
displeasing to God, so neither ought we, no, nor will we,
engage our consences to serve them as of right. This
and none other, | conceive, was the cause why our
fathers would not rest until they had reformed the old
religion. Wasnot Queen Mary true Queen ? Werenot
her bishops learned men and exercised in affairs? Yet
might they not prevail over men's consciences <O
neither shall his present Majesty, nor those his bishops,
who are st apart by the laying-on of men's hands, and
not called by God, as was Aaron.

MR. FULWELL. You have but answvered the half of my
question. Since you will have liberty of conscience, to
disobey what order the King takes for right government
in matters eccesagtical, how is it that you will put on
Hob and Dick ayokewhich neither they nor their fathers
were ableto bear ? Shall there be no more cakesand ale,
nor dancing on the green, nor catches sung round the
fire when the evenings dlose in with the winter ?

MR. KINGSMILL. Thereis here no parity of matter. |t
is written that the saints shall judge the world; and
although the time be not yet, when thingswill be openly
0 ordered, yet mus the constiences of God's saints,
even in these heavy times of waiting for their redemption,
bearulefor carnal men, to demean themsdves confor m-
ably withit. And though theKingbenot a perfect man,
and his council, that ruleswithout Parliament, bea very
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synagogue of Satan/yet it must be our study so to over-
bear them with salutary counsds, as that they shall take
away the high places and cut down the groves (for this
maypole of yoursisnothing other than a heathen image),
and bring the Lord's Day into greater observance. Else
we should be accountable for the heavy judgements
which are fallen upon this nation, as the firein London
lately and the pegtilence that hath of late been among us;
and moreover for those heavier judgements yet hanging
over our heads, of whose near approach many portents
bear witness.

MYSELF. .

MR. LiLLY. Why then, we are in very evil case; |
mean carnal men likeMr . Fulwell and mysdf. For burn
in hell we must, by your way of it ; and if in the mean-
while we would take to oursdves some little comfort,
with drinking and dicing and whatever dse unregenerate
men should, you and your friends will have none of it.
What, say we, cannot you becontent towait alittlebefore
you see us languishing in bitterness? And you will not
humour us in this, les we by profaning of the sabbath
should bring down God's hand upon us in some shape
of pestilence; which you catching of us, should have too
udden a passage to everlagting felicity.

MR. KINGSMILL. Sir, | perceive that you are in the
gall of bitterness. You do ill to make light of God's
admonishment.

DR. BERRIDGE (in the unwonted role of peace-maker).
Come, Mr. Fulwell, let me resolve your difficulty more
to your liking; | can se that you and Mr. Kingsmill
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shall never agree well together. He hath given you no
other ground for detesting loose manners, than that he
and his friends have st in judgement on the King's
Declaration of Sports, and have found it wanting. This
istoarraign youand Mr. Lilly beforeatribunal you do
not submit your case to; you would have the matter
tried de novo, in a higher court. Will you not consent,
both of you, to remit your pleadings to the highest
arbiter man hathin thisimperfect world; | mean, God's
word revealed to usin the Scriptures ? 1f the Scriptures
forbid the sabbath to be profaned, then | hope there is
no tyranny used, if the common sort be restrained from
profaning the sabbath by law ?

MYSELF. ..

MR. KINGSMILL. Your pardon, Dr. Berridge; it is
much to be feared that this similitude of yours will only
serveto darken counsd. The Scriptures, to my thinking,
should better be compared to such a written code of laws
asthey that St on the bench are sworn to judge by; not
the court itself but the ruling which the court must needs
observe. Itisby aliving voice that such a frame of laws
must be interpreted, if it shall be made of effect here
and now.

MR. FULWELL. Sir, | am grateful to you. You have
said what was at the tip of my tongue; but | doubt |
should have been so absolute in the delivery of it. How
then, what is this vox viva, this living voice whose
office is to interpret whatever is found ambiguous in the
Scriptures?

MR. KINGSMILL. It isin the heart, Mr. Fulwell. The
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Spirit himself bears witness in my spirit, that this and
none other is the ssnse which such a passage bears. It
isalight that shines privily from within, so that no man
sssit, not even hethat hasit, but only he sseswhereit
falls upon the page that lies before him, and with that he
is content.

MR. FULWELL. | conceivethat if a man were cag away
upon an uninhabited idand, and by God's mercy a Bible
were left to him out of the wreck of all his fortunes, he
should do well to be guided by such light as comes to
him from within. But whereyou have many men desiring
to live together, as men must, by a common rule and a
common order, what is this private light of yours but a
very Friar'slantern, jumping hither and thither ? Nor is
there any art or shift by which an end can be put to the
ceasdess unnatural jarring and jangling of men's minds
over quarrds of religion, through which the world hath
been st by the ears these hundred years pag, but if the
Church speaking in the person of her bishops, by lawful
authority appointed, do judge and decidein all matters of
faith and worship. And if any be so queasy of conscience
that they cannot demean themsdves conformably, then
—why, it must betheold cry of sitientesibimus Afros;
they mug find some new angle of the globe to lay their
sruplesin, and their bones as like as not.

THE PROVOST. Whose was that verse, Mr. Fulwell,
you cited but now ?

MR. FULWELL. Virgil hath it, Sir, in hisfirst Eclogue.

THE PROVOST. Ay, thefirst Eclogue; | knew | had
heard it esewhere.
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DR. BERRIDGE. | marvel a you, Mr. Fulwell, that you
can lend yourself to a manner of argument which, if it be
carried to any great length, will leave yourself and your
friends naked and unarmed before the first saucy Jesuit
that will enter upon controversy with you. What, Sir,
do you not see that it is as easy to set one Church quarrel-
ling with the next, as one man ? Have wenotin England,
besides this Church established by law, a great riff-raff of
sects, Brownists and Familists and Ranters and the like,
that can never come to any point one with the other ?
Which isliketo draw usinto such confusion as that the
slinking Roman fox, a tertius gaudens, will carry off
the goose from under our noses. No, gentlemen; where
the Scriptures have any need of interpretation, it must be
for them that are learned in the Scriptures to make them
plain by continual painful study; not for court prelates,
nor yet for maggoty-headed enthusiasts. | know that |
am now but a pelican in the wilderness;, but in the
latter end, when you are all wearied of controversy, this
will be the way of it. In the meantime, the Church in
this realm hath two nations in her womb, and | would to
God she might find an easy delivery.

THE PROVOST (rising). Sirs, | have lived through fifty
years in this College of Simon Magus, and seven times
have passed over me. | was myself calidus juventa when
my Lord of Leicester was Chancellor, and it did not then
appear whether the old things might not come back
again; there was great ado made, but it all came to
nothing in theend. Youwill sse more than | shall; but
| warrant you the wheel of time will come round full
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circle, and all shall be asit hath been. | mus neads wait
on Mr. Vice-Chancellor, who hath received fresh com-
plaints of the young gentlemen disturbing his Majesty's
game; it is a troublesome busness | hope you will
spend the remnant of the afternoon with better argument
than these uneasy points of divinity to engage you.
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In attempting to identify by research the dream-
characters we have just met, | have been unfortunate so
far as Dr. Berridgeis concerned. Perhaps | dreamed his
name wrong. Mr. Kingsmill is alluded to in one of the
extracts printed below; | have not come across him dse-
where. Mr. (afterwards Bishop) Fulwell was an author,
so was Mr. Lilly, and each has accordingly his niche in
Athenae Oxonienses. | print the two extracts in full,
despite their length, because they are so thoroughly in
character.

"ELIASFULWELL, the son (as | conceive) of a
gent., although his arms do not anywhere appear, drew
hisfirst breath in this world about the year 1610, in the
county of Rutland. He was put to school at Okeham,
and entered commoner of Sim. Magus Coll. an. 1622.
Who, as hewas of a sickly complexion and much inclined
to the ague, so he did not at his first coming to Oxon.
raise any great hopes that he would adorn the university
with fresh laurels. But, being of a sober and admirable
disposition, he applied himsalf to his sudies above what
was common in that age (the datutes being not yet
reformed, which was done when Dr. Wm. Laud was
Chancdlor, as you shall hear more fully elsewhere), and
at lag proceeded bachdor of arts to the admiration of all
who knew him, for the quickness and judiciousness of
hismind. And soon after taking upon himsdf the sacred
function, he was much held in regard, having the char-
acter of a painful and edifying preacher.

69
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Besdes his exact performance of the duties of his
fellowship, he had a charge of souls in the parish of St.
Mary Magdalen's at Little Matchett, no great distance
from Oxford. Where, finding the chancel falen into
great disrepair; the dampishness of the walls (by reason
of the roof gaping here and there) breeding everywhere
(as he writes) nothing but mildew and pestilence, the
walls scribbled on, the grease from the candles standing
in great pools, and all the furniture of benches & ctr. st
kim-kam here and there; this stout and public-spirited
person made a great purge of these and other sluttish
negligences by which the worship of God had hitherto
been profaned. Causing the Communion table to be st
initsright place, together with proper and comely rails
at the entering of the chancel; aso a cushion for the
table and a pulpit-cloth; and he repaired the old organ,
that was silent many years past and had bats roosting in
it. Allwhich things were cagt up against him before the
Grand Committee for Religion (as 'twas called, but
should rather have been called the Grand Committee
for sneaking and factious sycophancy) set up by the
Parliament after the King's cause was lost in these
parts.

On which account, and aso because he had bowed or
curtsyed towards the said table, and preached in his
sermons much salutary doctrine (as will appear from the
titles of those he hath published, as | shall later rehearse
them), he was put out of his incumbency and also of his
fellowship, and 'twas for some time thought he had been
made away with, so utterly was his presence unknown to
those who were formerly his companions in the univer-
sity. But the truth is, he remained yet in Oxford;
lodging very privately at the house of awidow lady, and
making shift to eke out hispenury withdrivingacarrier's
cart between Oxford and Little Matchett (where, as |
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have told you, he was minister aforetime). Afterwards
he was an usher in afree school in the county of Middle-
s, until what timek. Charleswas restored to hisfather's
sovereignty, and those who had suffered fromthevillain-
ous and inhuman fury of the sectaries were enabled to
come to their own again; whereupon he commenced to
reside at Sim. Magus as formerly, but as for his parish of
Little Matchett, | do not find that he laboured there any
longer. And indeed, within ashort while he waslost to
Oxford through accepting of higher preferment, being
made archdeacon and afterwards bishop of Barchester,
which last office of emolument he adorned 'till his death.
Hispublished writingsare,

The Power of Prelates in the Church not contrary to
Christ'sWord, but rather confirm d by many Evidencesto
be certainly of hisexpressInstitution ; in theform of a
Dialogue between two Disciples, by E. Fulwell A.M . Lond.
1634. This book, which is now somewhat scarce to be
come by, was at the time of its appearing much in men's
mouths ; he thought at one time to have enlarged it in
anew edition, but after repented of his design, for what
reason | know not.

TheFear of Death abated and abridged by the Testimony
of a Good Conscience, a Sermon preach'd before the
University in St. Marie's Ch., Oxon. 1636.

How shall thisman saveus?which Query', blasphem-
ously propos* din thetimeof k. Saul by thosethe Scripture
calleth children of Belial, isby the Male-contents of these
times yet more blasphemously insinuated. L ond. 1637.
This was a sermon, as | conceive, preach'd at Paul'sin
London, but afterwards enlarged somewhat and armed
with fresh stings against the sectaries, then making head
in London against k. Charles' government. To which
purpose he added in the following year another short
treatise which he entitled,
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Parliaments not prescribed by God's Word for the good
Estate of Nations ; and that Council, which was set up in
Jewry at some time after the Return from Captivity, no true
Council but rather a Latrocinium, as is by the New Testa-
ment abundantly made manifest, being a remonstrance
lovingly dedicated to the people of this realm by their
humble servant, Pleniputeus. Lond. 1638. | cannot find
why it was that he did not put forth this work under his
own name (which the Latin nevertheless insinuates
clearly enough), unless it were his purpose men should
think thiswasanew champion comeinto the field; what
was not to be expected from so sincere and venturous a
character. This charge was cast up against him by the
sectaries when (as | have told you) he was examined at
thetime of therebellion. It ismorelikely to be supposed
that, as he was a man of much diffidency, so he bogled
with himself whether thiswor k should increase his fame
among posterity or no. And indeed it is somewhat
sourly written, being otherwise no unworthy fruit of so
fertile a genius.

The Tower of Siloam, a Consideration whether the late
devastation most lamentably wrought in the Church of
Wydecombe near the Dartmoors, as also the harm done to
certain churches in Kent by the great storm of this January
past, are to be thought of as God's Judgements upon this or
that, and not rather as the common effects of lightning, and
part of those daily admonishments by which he reminds
us in general of our miserable State in this present
World. Lond. 1639. This was occasioned by the
relation published (by R. Herford, and printed in
Queen's Head Alley) of the death and destruction
on account of a thunderbolt, or some other such
cause, in the church above named, an. 1638, which
event was much drawn to superstitious uses by the
credulous.
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Good Manners, how corrupted by evil Communications,
four Sermons preach'd at St. Bartholomew's in Smith-
field. Lond. 1641.

The Sn of Witchcraft, a Sermon preach! d before his
Majesty in the Church of &. Marie at Oxford. Oxon.
1644.

The Men ofSQuccoth taught with Thorns of the Wilder-
ness and Briers, a Sermon preached before his gracious
Majesty upon the occason of his happy Restoration.
Lond. 1660.

| do not know that he published anything after he was
made bishop ; preferring rather, as | think, to make the
example of his life and conversation a manua of godly
piety which all might read that were his familiars. It was
ever observable in this admirable prelate, that he preached
no other law than that he lived by, being much regarded
both for hisliberality to the poor, and for his devotion to
the person of his late Majesty. At length, being cut off
in a short time that he might not see the evils which
were to come upon his people, he surrendered up his
pious soul to the Almighty an. 1669, of an ague. Heis
buried at Barchester; the more part of his books was
givento Sim. Magus, and isthere disposed commodiously
enough in the college library."

" ROBERT LILLY, son of Gervase Lilly of Snettis-
ham in the county of Saop esg. by Anne his wife,
daughter of Sir Francis Matcham of Over Picklebury in
the county of Dorset, received his first being in this
world on the xviiith of March in the year 1616, one of
the greatest lights, as | conceive, this university had yet
produced, if he had matched by painful study the early
promise of his wits. He was educated as to the gram-
matical in the free school at Wenlock, and afterwards
by hisuncle,oneMr.—Lilly, of Weoley in Gloucester-
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shire. Hematriculated, asl learn, at Sim. Magus College
an. 1629, being then much accounted of for his forward-
ness and excdlent parts. So that, finding in that soil a
nurture proportioned to his digpostion (the Coll. being
at that time most prudently governed, and flourishing
more than commonly), he was very soon declared to be
a magazine of learning and a walking library. He being
moreover of an uncommon lively dispostion, his com-
pany was everywhere desred and loved. After he had
taken the oaths as fellow, he laboured much over an
English Theocritus, of which some that are yet living
have semn the original in manuscript; for what reason
unpublished, | was never able to learn. But not long
after, being drawn away to philosophical sudies (his
geny being not less prone to this kind of enquiry than to
the other), he wrote excelently of dioptricks, and ex-
changed letters for a time on that head with Des Cartes,
a Frenchman.

He was giff at all times againg puritans, misiking
them not so much for what they held concerning Church
government, as for their meancholy and bigoted
humours. Which led him (to the reluctancy of such as
would have ssen him benefit mankind by fresh examples
of learning) to engage in controversy, not long before
the unnatural rebellion of the parliament-men againgt
k. Charles I, with one Kingsmill. This Kingsmill, as |
find, was matriculated at one of the housesin Cambridge,
although on account of some perverse scruples upon
matters of divinity he never proceeded there. He was a
pragmatical and mealy-mouthed person, not at all well
matched with our author (as 'twas thought) in such a
contest of wits; nevertheless, the sectaries making great
head about that timein London, he made shift to support
himself in his quarrel with the applause of poor-spirited
men. But soon after, the voice of reason being slenced
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in the dash of arms, our author returned to his philo-
sophical sudies, although in a more rambling fashion
than formerly, so as that he was thought by some that
wer e his friends to have had his pate crazed by continual
overmuch study. It was then that he put out his observa-
tions on the prophecy of Nostradamus, which have
received the praise of some, as beyond doubt most in-
genioudy conceived, notwithstanding they were decried
by others as the portents of a roving and inconsiderable
mind.

At what time the court was in Oxford, he was ever
forward to attest that loyalty towards the King's person
which he had sucked in with the milk of the humanities.
Asfor ingance in the speech delivered before his Majesty
(Serenissime princeps & ctr.) in which he shewed the
Par liament-men to be no better than Homer's Ther sites.
Which boldness of his, as it was the occason to him of
engaging his Majesty's gratitude above the common, so
it drew upon him the malignancy of those phanaticks,
who not long after invaded the government of these
dominions. So that he judged it prudent to retire him-
sf from the university, and went to lodge in Eastcheap,
where for some time he lent his services to a haberdasher
of hats, and afterwards read shedts for one Holcroft, a
printer. He hath written and published,

De metris Pindaricis, being a Disquisition on the
excdlent architectonick framing of the Pindarick Ode,
by R.L. Lond. 1629.

A new Method of Dioptricks, wherein much isdiscovered
that thel gnorance of former timeshath overlooked, or their
Partiality concealed. By Robert Lilly A.M ., Fellow of
Simon Magus College in Oxford. Lond. 1633.

David dancing beforethe Ark, beingabrief Apology for
Whitsun Ales, Stage-plays, Bear-baiting, Morris-dancing,
and all other Sportsand Delectationswhich the sour-facd
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melancholy of thesetimesholaeth abominable, in theform
of a DIALOGUE between Hobbinol and Crop-pate. By
T.Y. Lond. 1638. To which a reply being put out in
the same year, entitled, A Reproof for taking the Ark of
Godinto Battle, wherein Misochorusremonstrateswith
T.Y., who after themanner ofHophni and Phineasmakes
men to abhor the offering of the Lord & ctr. &ctr., our
author returned most courageously to the attack,
publishing at some time in the next year,

TheHand of Uzzah stretch'd out to defend the Ark of
God, in which aWarningisoffer'dtoMisochorus, and all
other the pestilent sectariesby whose meansthe Ark of God
iskept out fromitstruePlace, and detain dfor thistime
at the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite, by T.Y . Lond.
1640. Which work being now in the press, it ssems the
printer, or some other that contrived to come at them,

did privately convey the sheets one by one to Mr.
Kingsmill; by which dishonest practice he was able to

put out his reply more expeditiously. This was entitl'd,
TheArk of God carry'd by unserviceable Oxen, that turn
totheright andtheleft, and not upon the Narrow Way to
Bethshemesh, lowing asthey go ; which lamentable Lowings
werelately publish'dby onethat calleth himself T.Y., under
the title, The Hand of Uzzah & ctr. This so incensd our
author, who (it seems) guessed well enough by what
means it was that his adversary had gained this advantage
upon him, that he determined he would continue the
cannonade with heavier pieces. So that it was a full year
and more before he published his last rejoinder in this
controversy, which he called,

TheLinen Ephod, wherein, namelyin our Justification
asChristian people, wedowell to dance, yeaand will dance,
all canting and ranting of all melancholy Fanaticksnot-
withstanding; andthat thereshall becakesand aleyet, as
dancing David gave them to his people, when the Ark
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returned fromits Captivity, to make both Misochorusand
all humorous Conventicle-men roar with Envy. By T.Y
Lond. 1642. Which as it was a work of more compass
and import, and adorned with many weighty passages
from the Fathers by way of proof, so it was not easy for
Mr . Kingsmill, being but an empty and clownish person,
to busy himsdf any further in this matter. Neverthe-
less that he did put out a reply, 'tis certain; whose
merit is to be judged from the obscurity into which
it has fallen; for | was never able to come by a copy
of it, no, nor even to find out what title was given
toit.

The Prophecy of that singular great Mathematician
calVVd Nostradamus shewing how wonderfully thetimes
following upon hisdeath have vindicated his Veracity ;
with further observationsupon what he hath written concern-
ingthesetimesnext coming, and the happy Event that isto
be expected from his Majesty's present Troubles. By
Robert Lilly, A.M., Fellow of Sim. Magus College in
Oxford. Oxon. 1644.

Begdes this, | do not know that our author published
anything, unless it were under some feigned name. He
died as he had lived, a iff and severe enemy to all
puritans. He was, upon the happy restoration of k.
Charles | | , received back with much reoicing into the
bosom of the society he had adorned. But, whether it
were that neglect and indigence had damped his spirits,
or perhaps from the breeding of some meancholic
humour in his natural disposition, it was observable that
he did not return to his former gudies with any gus or
aptitude, but was wont rather to St long over his wine,
and entertain his company with discoursng somewhat
ramblingly over what was past. In which retired and
lonish complacency he lived near thirty years, and at lagt
paid hisdebt to nature an. 1688, of a chill he had catched
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when he attended the funera of his long acquaintance,
the former Provost of the Coll,; being buried about
the W. end of the chapel, where those words, ' they toil
not, neither do they spin’, were (by his own direction)
inscribed at the foot of his monument.”



CHAPTER IV
THE PIGEONS FLUTTER : 1688

DR. GARSIDE (a middle-aged fellow with an almost
habitual frown of bewilderment). If thisis true that you
have been telling us, then we are all at sa again. It was
hard enough for honest men to resolve their consdences
so asthey might best obey hisM ajesty in all thingslawful,
whilst we thought it was for a time only, and we could
look for redress to the Princess of Orange. Then the
rumour sprang up and flourished, the Queen was expect-
ing; as if the Crown should be settled on papigs
thenceforward. And now here is a fresh tale, in all
seeming worthy of credit——

MR. TRUMPINGTON. There is no man of snse but
will st it down for a palpable forgery. Men will lie
readily, when their passons are engaged.

MR.LILLY (now an elderly man, but well preserved, with
ared facethat suggestsgood living). Y ou may add, at
such times they will believe their own lie. | think it is
Shakepeare said, in one of his dramatic pieces, that the
wigh is father to the thought. Thereisno lack of men in
England that wish the Queen childless and | partly
believe Dr. Gardde to be of their number.

DR. GARSIDE'S GUEST, aMR. MITFORD (he isa person of
some age and evidently of ascholarly bent, though hedoes
not belong to the University). | can but tell you, gentle-

79
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men, what was told me; adding this much, that the
friend from whom | had it is a man of credit, and is
much acquainted with Dr. Windibank.

MR. BLEDLOE {making an effort to change the subject,
which he dislikes). Has Dr. Potts called upon Mr. Provost
this morning ?

DR. GARSIDE. He was with him above half an hour,
but he says no art can stay the course of this malady.
The lozenges appeared to afford some little relief, but we
must not look for any present change in his condition.
Dr. Potts says little, but | fear it goes ill with our
friend.

MR. LILLY. The Provost ? Oh, hewill go out like the
snuffing of a candle. When you have buried as many
fellows of Simon Magus as |, you will read the death-
warrant in a man's looks without much labour. Well, he
was ever a man of sickly habit, and hath, these many
years past, enjoyed but a prorogation of death. It would
have better become him, as one that was ever a great
lover of the College, to have hit upon some more season-
able time for his dissolution. We are like to be damnably
circumstanced, if the provostship should fall vacant in
these next days coming.

MR. BLEDLOE. YoOuU would not persuade us, Sir, that
the King would send a mandamus to this house ? Here
is Magdalen altogether laid waste; here you have Dr.
Massey at Christ Church and Mr. Walker at University
outvying one the other in restoring the Mass; there can
be no just cause adduced, why the Roman Catholics
should have any new favour shewn to them.
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DR. GARSIDE (shaking hishead). Thereisno doubt but
his Majesty is in these times shamefully ill advised. We
hear everywhere fresh ingances, how the Pop€e's cause
is making head. You will scarce credit what whispering
goesround even now among the busy-bodies, shceM .
Provost took to his bed. They have not guck to name
such men as Father Petre, and M. Penn the Quaker that
was put out of Christ Church for non-compliance, to be
the next Provost of Simon Magus.

MR. MITFORD. Mr. Penn is a man of very eminent
parts. He has, besdes, had some experience of the planta-
tionsoverseas, | hopel shall not seem lessthan grateful
for the honour of dining with the fellows, if | say that it
is easy for you in Oxford to become ingrown in your
habit of mind, so that you regard too little what passes
in the world about you. Mr. Penn, now, is a man that
has been bred in the same school with you; and yet his
wits are become nimble through his many comings and
goings between various countries. | do not say, gentle-
men, that heis a fit man for so honourable a post as was
mentioned but now; | say only that the Oxonian Muses
might, without shame welcome him back to ther
Helicon.

MR. LILLY. Of all Puritans, God defend us from a
Court Puritan! Who is this Mr. Penn, but the son of
old Penn that obliged his late Majesty in a matter of ten
thousand pounds; old Penn that served under King
James againg the Dutch ? For which good offices the
son is evermore in high favour at Court, when heis not
in gaol for his snivelling Quakerish digrelish to the
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established religion. Oh, let us have the mogt villainous
friar that ever went barefoot, rather than Penn with his
thegs and thou's, calling usfriend and whining to us
through his nose about the New Jerusalem.

MR, BLEDLOE {to Mr. Mitford, as if apologising fir
Mr. Lilly's outburst). Our gatutes, Sir, will not allow
us to appoint as Provost one that has not yet proceeded
to holy orders. And whereas this Petre has received the
laying-on of hands, although it were shiftily, in a foreign
seminary, Mr. Penn neither isnor could be (conformably
| mean with the tenets of his own persuason) an
ordained minister.

DR. GARSIDE. He might yet be dispensed; there is
nothing cannot be digpensad in these times.

MR. BLEDLOE. Would wethen be freein constienceto
act contrary to the satutes ?

DR. GARSIDE. | am not persuaded of it. For, though
it be in his Mgjesty's discretion to say that this or that
man shall hold preferment in the University (as he did
reasonably enough at Christ Church, snce it is a royal
foundation, and less colourably elsawhere), yet to say
that such a dispensation gives me, Richard Garside, leave
to prevaricate againg the oaths | took when | was
admitted fellow, is no better than papistical juggling. |
believe there is no power on earth can digpense me from
my sworn oath.

MR. LILLY {who evidently delights in embarrassing his
colleagues). You would do well to tread carefully, Dr.
Garsde. Let us suppose now that his Majesty were put
out from reigning among us, through some plot of his
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enemies that would make room for the prince of Orange
or another, would you still be obliged, think you, by the
oath you have taken to King James ?

MR. TRUMPINGTON. | do not think King James will be
eadly put out. Things are not as they were in the
martyred Charles time, now that the throne has a
sanding army to defend it; and not an army only, but
such a general officer, | mean Lord Churchill, asis like
towin laurels on the Martial field. There are few kings
have such a servant as Johnny Chur chill.

MR. MITFORD. |t is much to be feared that all causes,
both great and small, must henceforth be decided upon
the Martial field you spesk of, and not triumph through
their own justice, or the will of peoples. All our modern
panoply of war, snce powder was commonly used, gives
much vantage to the power that is in possesson, and
little hope to therebel. It isthe moreextraordinary that
the late Mr. Milton in his divine epic made powder to
be theinvention of Satan. | was lagt year at Blackheath,
when the soldiers were discharging, only to exercise
their skill, those mischief-doing instruments they call
bombs, out of great mortars st up for that purpose. It
IS to be supposed that the prodigious noise and havoc
which follows upon ther bursting would auffice to
unman the mobile, though its passons were never so
enraged, and only a handful of soldiers stood to their
pieces.

MR. BLEDLOE. | wonder what they will be at next.
Our natural philosophers have so wonder fully increased
the sum of human learning, asit ssems Providence would
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in a short time from this have no more sres to
hide from us. | hear Mr. Boyle is in great hopes, he
will find some way to bring about the transmutation
of metals.

MR. miTFORD {fatally returning to the subject Mr.
Bledloe is always trying to avoid). Mr. Boyle, besdes
that he is the most ingenious of our philosophers, is
further notable in this, that he has a great disreish of
controversy in religion.

MR. BLEDLOE. | hope that is no very uncommon dis-
position of mind.

MR. MITFORD. Why, Sir, it is observable that most
men will cry out againg the differences of religion that
have been dnce Luther's time. In part, because these
have been fertile of warsand rebellions; in part, because
the Roman Catholicks take to themsdves much comfort
from seeing what ill results follow (as they think) from
leaving off obedience to their Pope. | hear the Bishop of
Meaux, a very ingenious writer, has but now finished a
book of prodigious length, which is nothing other than
an exact history of these our disagreements. But when
men talk after that fashion, each one of them commonly
meansno mor ethan this, that hewould haveall Chrigtians
leave off their disputing, and agree in all points with
himsdf. Sir, thisisnot to strive after the beatitude which
is axribed to peacemakers. He that would heal the
divisons of the Christian commonwealth must rather
condder with himsdf, that all sects do but aim at the
truth by conjecture, and no man, not even himsdf, can
be certain that his own conjectureliesnearer to thetruth
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than his neighbour's. He mus be ready to agree, if
need arise, and not merely to be agreed with.

MR. LiLLy. Sir, | think your friend Mr. Boyle will do
well to bestow his pains on transmuting the metals. He
is like to labour therein more fruitfully, than in seeking
to bring about agreement between Chrigtians.

MR. MITFORD. Y ou will not persuade him to leave off
his purpose s0 easly ; and indeed, he has already made
some shift to publish these his singular opinions. It is
no secret, it was he st on Sr Peter Pett to write his
Discourse concerning Liberty of Conscience; and | have
heard him say, if he found himself a rich man when he
came to make his testamentary dispostions, he would
willingly endow a lecture in perpetuity for confounding
the enemies of the Chrigtian religion, with this further
provison, that no man lecturing on his foundation
should say one word in dispraise of any other Christian
sect.

DR. GARSIDE. He will have the thanks of all honest
men, if he so makes disposal of his worldly goods. It is
very observable in these days, how many authors do not
scruple to insgnuate atheigtical condusons, making little
less havock thereby than the papigs themsdves. Nay,
the very papigs do not gick at putting out works that
are infected with the poison of Socinus, as witness one
Father Simon, of the Oratory in Paris, whose Critical
History was not long snce trandated into our tongue;
avery damnable book. But, for what you say of the heal-
ing of divisons between Chrigtians, it has fairly aston-
ished me. Let ussenow; suppose we had here one of
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the Quakers, who should tell us, it was in no case lawful
for any man to bind himself by an oath, or an Anabaptist
that would not have his children christened, would we
tell him hiswasvery reasonabledoctrine, all the cusoms
of this realm and of Chrigt's Church notwithstanding ?

MYSELF.

MR. LiLLY (chuckling hugely). Ay, Sir, you were best;
dse the Quaker dog would be taking off all his clothes,
here in the Common-room, and telling you, That he
went naked for a sign ; which is their beastly custom, as
a friend natifies me, who hath been much in the planta-
tions. (To Mr. Mitford.) No, Sir, you will not content
these sneaking, fanatical Pharisees by linking arms
with them and telling them, We are all fellows at football.
Wethat are older have madetrial of the sectaries at what
time the Parliament men overthrew all government, and
mos barbaroudy murdered his saced Majesty King
Charles. | have been put out of my felowship, Sir, by
these canting conventicle-men, and seen the old books
burned in the College quadrangle. For my part, | think
King James hath betaken himsdf to a very degperate
shift, in procuring liberty of conscience for a whole pack
of Ranters and Muggletonians, only because he hath a
tenderness for hisfellow papigs, and sseks a colourable
occason to promote such to commissons in the army,
or summon them as burgesss to Parliament. Thisis as
if a man should make a gap in his hedge, because he
would let his friends come at him more commodioudy,
and thereby should let a great roaring bull loose in his
fidd, whereas he might very eadsly have fashioned a
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dile for his friends to climb, and no ill consequences to
be apprehended. | am an old man, and shall not long
outliveMr . Provost; but you gentlemen that are younger
will sse whether King James have not stirred up a worse
plague than ever Pandora did when she opened Epi-
metheus box; only that then Hope was left remaining,
whereas there is little hope for England, as | conceive,
now that these ranting Tom o Bedlams have been
auffered to st up their tubs at every sreet corner.

DR. GARSIDE. There is but too great reason to fear
what you prognogticate. The news from London is,
many indeed of the non-conformigts still hang back, and
will not avail themsdves of their new liberties, fearing,
as Laocoon did in Virgil's Aeneis, the gifts that come
from an enemy; but others are become very much
emboldened. As for ingance this Faldo, a Brownist as|
uppose, who preaches every Lord's Day to as much as
two thousand people together in Rope-maker's Alley;
and the parish church at Deptford is almost empty of
wor shippers, so power fully are men affected towards the
Dissenters meseting-house in that place. Yet would |
not tremble so much over the issue, if | were sure that
his Majesty's advisers are indeed peaceably minded, and
do not rather comfort the sectaries out of practice.

MR. TRUMPINGTON. Sir, | think you do very ill to
doubt the liberality of his Majesty'sintentions. They say
Necessity makes strange bed-fellows; nor is it great
matter for asonishment if the Roman Catholics, that
have these many years been ground down with heavy
fines, and moreover seen their priests condemned to a
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horrible manner of extinction, should fed their bowels
moved with compasson for such Protestant sectaries as
have endured the like affliction.

DR. GARSIDE. |t may beso; God forbid that | should
speak ill of his anointed, and that without cause It is
nevertheless observable, how the papigs are from day to
day creeping into high preferment; and some of those
giddier spirits, that will ever tack about to please the
Court, are aready forsaking the religion they were
baptized in, to become professed papigs. So that, honest
men being quite neglected, a rabble of nobodies climbs
into office and preferment, no more ashamed than the
boys here, when they carry off the biscuits from the
table after we are done with our supper.

MR. TRUMPINGTON. He is not of necessty a sycophant,
who makes an exchange of his obedience when there is
favour to be had at Court by so doing. There has not
a year pased, | conceive, Snce the change of religion in
England, that some few have not embraced the Catholic
profession; only thesewere but few, like thefirst flowers
of spring which do courageoudy appear, when they find
no better welcome than crudl frost and the rage of
boisterous tempests. But when spring advances, and the
un imparts more freely his generative influence, as he
did this year all too late, ss2 how they blossom in every
field and hedgerow! $So it is with this sun of royal
favour, which now shines brightly on those, who have
experienced but very ill weather heretofore. It is no
marvel if generous resolves, long detained by the frosts
of persecution, shew ther heads at las. Men were
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formerly of opinion, that the sun bred life; theingenious
discoveries of this last age have persuaded us rather, that
it can do no more than set free what lifeis already present.
Which serves for a parable——

MR LILLY. Yes, Sir, we have understood your parable
well enough. Y ou haveinvited usto the conclusion, that
England breeds papists no otherwise than as meat breeds
maggots.

MR. MITFORD (coming to the rescue). Nothing hinders,
but that two men should be drawn into the same course,
one honestly, the other somewhat out of sycophancy.
Nor do | know that it is our part to judge, what must
certainly be judged hereafter, whether of the two did
right, or if both.

DR. GARSIDE. Sir, | cannot find any honest pretence
upon which a man could desert the Church wherein he
was baptized, and go after another.

MR. MITFORD. | think he might be drawn by little and
little to such a conclusion, from overmuch absoluteness
in determining matters of religion. As| think, Mr. John
Dryden did, who in his discourse of the Hind and the
Panther hes defended the faith he now holds with
uncommon dexterity.

MR.LiLLY. John Dryden? Why, he hath tacked about
most villainously; first crying up the Lord Protector,
then setting his course by the new fashion of the Court,
and now an avowed papist! Sir, if the Princess Mary
were crowned to-morrow, John Dryden would be on
his way to welcome her the day after, with a Protestant
Ode in one pocket of his coat and an encomium of the
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Dutch in the other. They bred him at Cambridge;
thank God we did not father his hinds nor his maggots
neither. | detes a Cambridge man, and it is Cambridge
men everywhere in these times, John Dryden rhyming
in dispraise of his betters, and Stillingfleet at Paul's, lying
about the ancient British Church, and one Newton, that
$s the Royal Society agape with theorems he hath
golen from Dr. Hooke; | would give more for this
empty bottle than for a Cambridge man.

MR. BLEDLOE. What is your opinion, Sir, why Cam-
bridge is more fertile of poetic gift than Oxford ? There
wasMr . Milton in the last age, and Mr. Cowley, and the
ingeniousM . Crashaw; and now you have Mr. Shadwell
and Mr. Dryden, both very much thought of.

MR. LILLY. You have forgot Mr. Settle; who never
proceeded here, but was formerly a member of Trinity.
His drama of the Empress of Morocco was a very pretty
piece, they tell me. You will find Elkanah Settlés name
is still remembered when Dryden's is quite put out of
men's minds.

DR. GARSIDE. It is not the office of a University, to
make men into poets. A poet may learn his trade with
very little grounding, except in the grammaticals.

MR.LILLY. That istrue enough, asis seen in Hudibras,
the most incomparable work of our time. So long as our
tongue is read, | think there will be only one Samud
Butler.

MR. TRUMPINGTON. Why, Mr. Bledloe, | cannot under -
gand what you will be at, to be always drawing away our
talk from argumentsof religion. HereisMr. Mitford has
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moved a question that much imports us in these times,
concerning freedom of conscience; and you do nothing
but put him off with discoursng of philosophy, of
poetry, and of much dse. Come, Mr. Mitford, let us hear
you satify Dr. Garsde, who but now looked very ill-
favouredly, as | thought, upon the notions of your
friend Mr. Boyle. You are for saying, that we ought to
tolerate other men's opinions, because we can have no
certainty whether they be not in the right of it, and we
inthewrong ?

MR.MITFORD. Sir, you put forward a parable, but now,
mogt suitable to these airs of spring-time; give me leave
to offer you another in the same vein of invention. It is
a fair progpect that you enjoy as you gt here, now it is
warmer and the windows are st openj and what has
mog gratified my eyes when | looked out was the par-
terre, all s#t with beds of very curious shapes, and each
of these planted out in a regular fashion with tulips.
What a well-disciplined herb is your tulip! How giffly
it bears itsdf, like a soldier ganding to the word of
command! Upon which thelateMr. Marvell—alas, Mr.
Lilly, there is yet another ornament of Cambridge—
wrote in his decription of a garden:

Each regiment in order grows,
That of the tulip, pink and rose;

you se it was the tulips he had in mind. Your gardener
here mug be a virtuoso, that he can force nature to such
ready compliance with hiswill. But, Srs, as| rode out
yesterday to wait upon a friend that has a fair house
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beyond Eynsham, the humour took me (for the day was
still young) to tie up my horse beyond the bridge, and
ramble across the water-meadows, then for the most part
firm under foot. And so it wasthat | came upon a field
of those flowers they call fritillaries, purple and white
both, mogt délicately veined; each of itself a proper study
for the curious mind, and yet no less notable for the
multitude of them with which the whole meadow was
diversfied. By this appearance | was very strangey
affected; and | believethat | did the more admire them,
for wanting that art with which your parterreof tulipsis
s0 ingenioudy disposed—Gentlemen, | have made a
great matter of my poor parable. But you will ssewhither
it tends. He that will make an anatomy of the Church of
Christ will commonly so present it, asif it were expedi-
ent and indeed necessary for every man's constience to
betrained and disciplined, until it is exactly conformable
to his neighbour's, like a garden in which every flower
is exactly matched with every other. To that end, rulers
will not gpareto forcether subjectsinto conformity; by
persuason if that will serve, and if not by the imposing
of pains and penalties. | concelve that thisis the opinion
commonly held among the fellows of houses in Oxford.
But I met with somewhen | waslately at Cambridge that
wer e of another mind, and would haveit that the Church
is rather an assembly of Christian souls fredy living
together, without preudice to the liberties of each, and
not caring greatly whether their several opinions in
matters of divinity exactly jump together, so that in
their diversity they may do God honourable service.
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DR. GARSIDE (he has been fidgeting a good deed all
through thismondogue which hashad theeffect of putting
Mr. Lilly to sleep). Sir, if the Christian religion were of
man's invention, and more than that, if its tenents were
such as each man severally must needs discover for him-
sef by experiment, you should have much profit of your
wild garden. But snceit is o, that Almighty God has
made known to us most weighty counsdls of his wisdom;
which things it was not possble for us to know, his
revelation wanting to us; who can doubt but it is man's
duty to bend and frame his opinions conformably there-
to? Whereupon we are warned, that if a man will not
hear the Church, heis to be to us as a heathen man and
a publican. It is for the King, then, unless he would
bear the sword in vain, to enforce the right rule of
Chrigtian living. Not, by my way of it at leas, that he
should punish and restrain all such as are non-conformi-
tant; only | think they should not be suffered to
asemble together. But he is strictly obliged, not to
admit to any kind of preferment, whether in Church or
in State, those whom we are bidden to reckon as heathen
men and publicans. Or would you not call him a vile
worthless gardener, Mr. Mitford, who should neglect the
flowers and st about watering the weeds ?

MR. TRUMPINGTON (to Mr. Mitford). No, Sir, you
will not find many in Oxford that make so light of
antiquity and of Church order. In Cambridge, they
have ever bred strange doctrines; being more obnoxious,
as | supposg, to the winds of learning that blew from
overseas, in Oxford, as| conceive, we live more by the
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memories of our pad. (To Dr. Garside) Sir, let me ak
you with respect whether you would only blame his
Majesty for bestowing preferment upon the sectaries, as
when he suffered Peake, that was an Anabaptist, to be
made Lord Mayor of London lag year ? Or whether
you grudge him equally the right to prefer learned and
discregt persons that are of the Catholic persuason to
public office; as when upon the death of Bishop Parker
he destined Dr . Giffard to be his sucoessor at Magdalen ?

DR. GARSIDE. God forbid that | should blame his
Majesty; are we not warned that we should not gesk
evil of principalities ? Nevertheless | am much concerned
that he has proud and bigoted advisers about his person
to whom he lends himself overmuch. And as to that, it
makes no matter to me whether they be sectaries or
papids that are intruded into places of emolument; it is
an uprooting of the religion which this kingdom has
received, whereas his own father died mos gloriousy
for the preserving of it.

MR. TRUMPINGTON. Why then, Sir, let me have your
opinion of this. Hereis the French King, who is sworn
to uphold the Chrigtian religion no less than any King of
England was;, and the Chrigtian religion as he has
recaived it is the unreformed Catholic religion. Is not
he, then, obliged by all means to uphold and perpetuate,
nay, if need be to enforce it ? Must not he withhold
preferment from all such aswill not conformtoit; ay,
and forbid them to build churches and assamble them-
sdves together, lest he suffer the weeds to grow in the
garden he has care of?
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DR. GARSIDE. Thisisnot all the French King hasdone.
It is notorious that within these lagt years he has proved
very bitter againg the Protestants, both harrying and
imprisoning them, and at last driving out a great multi-
tude of them from his dominions.

MR. TRUMPINGTON. This is not to our purpose; it
may be King Lewis has erred by overmuch severity, but
my question was, whether you would have made shift to
excuse him if he had exercised no severity at all ? Snce
there is but one way God would have us worship him,
and it is the office of a ruler to se to it that his subjects
shall not rather give placeto their own fanatical megrims,
what should the French King do but endeavour himsdf,
as bet he may, to s forward the Cathalic religion in
France?

DR. GARSIDE (feebly). That is not easly answered. | f
it S0 be that he has framed his conscience so sottishly——

MR. TRUMPINGTON. Ay, but thereis no question here
of a man's private conscience; for King Lewis, mark
you, was crowned with all due forms of Cathalic piety ;
he has received the homage of a Christian kingdom that is
but little removed from being altogether of one mind in
religion. Neither he nor his subjects ever yet received
the Common Prayer, that isvery evident. What must he
do, if he would make good use of the sword God has
entrusted to him ?

MR.BLEDLOE. | cannot assure mysdlf, Mr. Trumping-
ton, that | sse what is your drift now. Would you have
us believe, that because King Jamesis a Roman Cathalic,
like the French King, he ought therefore to be persecut-
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ing all such his subjects as are not Roman Cathalics
like himsalf?

MR. TRUMPINGTON. | meant no such thing. Let him
order his private constience as he will, his Majesty has
been called by Almighty God to rule over such a king-
dom, as has forgotten the old ways these hundred years
and more past; during which timeit is become notably
overgrown with variegations of opinion. So that it
remains for him, not to favour one sect againg another,
but rather to procure, if he can, that all shall live peace-
ably in accord. Have you forgotten what he said when
he took leave of us after his visiting Oxford lag year,
when hetook coach at the great door behind the Theatre
in Canditch ? | must tell you, said he, that in the King my
father'stimethe Church of England' smen and the Catholics
loved each other and were, as'twere, all one, but nowthereis
gotten a spirit which isquite contrary. There are some
among you that arethe occasion of thosethings, but | know
them and shall take notice of themfor thefuture. Thiswas
royally spoken, although it may be somewhat in choler.
| would not, then, have his M ajesty, whom God preserve,
alter his course by a hair's breadth. All | proposed to
Dr. Garsde was to know why, if an esablished Church
may persecute, they of France may not do it equally well
as hisfriendsin England ? And if he has bowels of com-
passon for the reformed religion in France, why he has
none for those many who have long been persecuted
in England, be they Catholics or Muggletonians or what
they will ?

DR. GARSIDE. | do not know after what fashion to
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answer you. It is easy, | conceve, for you that are
younger totack about, asif it wereall onewhether aman
dicks fag in the opinions he has ever held, or will turn
papis one day and conventicle-man the next, asthewind
of fashion goes about. You have not lived to see the
Church asit isby law established made nothing of by the
sectaries, and grey old men put out of their fellowships
and preferments, as came about in the Protector's time.
For mysdf, | would willingly see once again a king in
England that would uphold the Common Prayer, and
restrain whatever iscontrary toit; if the French 1Cing
will dothelike by hisMass-book, then | will beno judge
of him; to his own Magter he standeth or falleth.

MR. MITFORD {smiling sadly). No, Sir, if you would
have had this people of England use no other service-
book than one, you should have spared to root out the
Mass What has been changed, men will befor changing
again; and what is framed to suit with the fashion of an
age, with timewill fall into discredit. Y ou had best leave
men to wor ship as they will, and s=if Rome fall not by
her own weight, as the poet said of her.

MR. BLEDLOE. Mr. Trumpington, you have been very
forward to put Dr. Garsdein thewrong ; but you have
kept pretty close about your own mind in this busness
Will you tell us at las whether you are at one with Mr.
Mitford here, and would have no man's conscience
troubled, nor no tess prescribed for any manner of office
or employment ? Or will you tell us that the Roman
Catholics do well to force men's consciences, as things
are now ordered in France; and if King James shew
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favour to Anabaptists and Quakers, thisis only done for
expediency's sake, because the Roman Catholics are not
S0 numerous that they can have their way with us all at
present ?

MR. TRUMPINGTON. Imprimis, you must not write me
down as of one feather with Mr. Mitford. If1 have not
taken him up wrong, he is persuaded that there is no
certitude at all in matters of religion, but each man must
make shift for himsdf, to interpret both the Scriptures
and the Fathers according to his own giddy mind; in
the meantime agreeing, his neighbour that thinks other-
wise may as well be in theright of it as himsdf. That is
a very odd, fantagtical notion. But, Sr, that | know
myself to hold the true opinion and my neighbour afalse,
Isno ground for putting him to the sword, or binding,
or gagging him, but rather for persuading him by more
excdlent reasons that he errs. If | had my way of it,
there should be no force put upon any Christian man,
except only the force of argument. And | hold, as did
the lately mourned Dr. Parker, it is mog excdlently
thought upon that there should be one house at least in
this University where the Catholic religion is taught; so
that there is none can say, The Pope's cause was not
suffered to be heard in Oxford, for all he has so many of
hisreligionin England.

DR. GARSIDE (shaking his head). Ay, but when this
same bishop of Rome, by many cunning shifts and
ophisms, has stolen the hearts of this nation, do you
not s how soon he will put off the shegp's clothing
wherein he sneaks to and fro among us, and appear as a



THE PIGEONS FLUTTER: 1688 99

very wolf? As even now the newsisfrom France, that
he is setting on King Lewis to make havoc of his
Protestant subjects, forcing them by means of dragoon-
ades to comply with the unreformed religion ?

MYSELF. . . o

MR. TRUMPINGTON {rather pertly). Sir, we will shew
him a better example of mildness. But you, M r . Bledloe,
why is it you move this question so eagerly? | had
thought you to be something well affected towards
King James, and the restoring of the Catholic obedi-
ence.

MR. BLEDLOE (smiling uncomfortably). | think you will
be Provost yet, Mr. Trumpington; you are so curious
of other men's opinions. W hy then, if you will haveit,
the reason why | exercise mysdlf over the French King
and his dragoonades is, | am much affected towards the
Roman Cathalic religion, and this news from France
gicksin my throat. Therewerelately put forth, by royal
command, two papers written by his late Majesty and
found afterwards in his strong box, which contain very
weighty matter for consideration; as, That the Church of
Englandwouldfain haveit thought that they arethejudges
in mattersspiritual, and yet dare not say positively that
thereisno appeal from them ; or thisother, If Christ did
leavea Church hereupon earth, and wewereall onceof that
Church, how and by what authority did we separatefrom
that Church? So that being entangled with these and
other the like perplexities, yet very ill digposed towards
the French King and all hisdoings, | amin a great grait
these many months pas. | would | had lived in les
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uneasy times, that these dubitations might have con-
cerned no one but only mysdf.

MR. MITFORD (in a fatherly way). Take courage, Sir;
you shall find what light you need; from without or
fromwithin, it makesno matter.

MR. LiLLY (waking suddenly). Why, what isthis? |
did not think | had been dozing. But soit was, for | have
had a mongtrousill dream. It wasof you, Mr. Trumping-
ton; and my dream was you had turned Whig, and were
become Provost of Simon Magus.

MR. TRUMPINGTON. Sir, the one thing is as far from
my purpose, as the other from my deserts. Your dream
cameout of theivory gate, that iscertain, Mr. Lilly.

DR. GARSIDE (suddenly). O heaven, if it be not the
bell tolling. Mr. Provost . . . he hasdipped away from
us while we sat over the wine.

MR. TRUMPINGTON. God have mercy on him.

DR. GARSIDE. God have mercy on thishouse. Weare
like to go heavily enough, wanting him.



NOTES ON CHAPTER IV

| have had the good fortune to discover, among the
many parts of Thomas Hearn€'s Diary which have not
hitherto been edited, some notices which refer to the
subsequent  history of the persons just mentioned. It
hardly needs to be said that some allowance must be
made, in reading thee entries, for Hearn€'s notorious
Jacobite sympathies, and aso for the resentment he
aways felt over the loss of his appointment at the
Bodleian. The following occurs under a da