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ADVERTISEMENT.

T H E Publisher having been favoured by a
* *

friend with a copy* of the following in-
terefling Biography, which was printed at
Calcutta, conceives that it could' not but be
acceptable to this country, which isfo mate-
rially interefted in whatever is connected with,
its vaft poffefiions in India.

As it is a work which will probably excite
a very generd intereft, he has thought it moft
advifable to print it in octavo, whereby it
could be afforded at confiderably lefs than
half the price of the quarto original.

LONDON,
20thSept. 1805
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MEMOIRS

OF

GEORGE THOMAS.

CHAPTER |

Introduction—Mr.  Thomas enters into the
fervice of Appakandarow,—Repairs to Delhi,
—Account of the environs of that city.

TTN.the enlightened period of the nineteenth

century, when the world abounds in cha-
racters, as diftinguifhed for their abilities, in
every branch of fcientific and ufeful know-
ledge, as eminent for their courage and other
perfonal qualifications, it may afford matter
for furprife, that an obfcure individual mould
merit the attention of the community. Yet,
when it is confidered that the Angularity of
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character, exhibited in the fubject of the prc-
fent memoirs, is rendered ftill more interefting
by his adventures, his talents, his fuccefles,
And his misfortunes, detailed in the following
fheets, it may not only form the beft apology
for the compiler in fubmitting there memoirs
to the public view, but alio afford fome ufeful
inftru&ion to the reader.

From the beft information wc could pro-
cure, it appears that Mr. George Thomas firft
came to India in a Britifh fhip of war, in
1781-2. His fituation in the fleet was hum-
ble, having ferved as a quarter mafter, or, asis
affirmed by fome, in the capacity of a com-
mon fail or.

Shortly after landing in the vicinity of Ma-
dras, the activity of his mind, overcoming the
lowlincfs of his fituation, he determined to
quit the fhip, and embrace a life more fuitable
to his ardent difpofition.

His firft fervice was among the Polygars to
the fouthvvard, where he refided a few years.
But at length fetting out over-land, he fpirit-
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edly traverfed the central part of the Penin-
-ula, and about the year 1787 arrived at
Delhi. Here he received a commiffion in the
fervice of the Begum Sumroo. This lady is
well known in the hittory of the tranfaclions
of modern times. Soon after his arrival at
Delhi, the Begum, with her ufua judgment
and difcrimination of character, advanced him
to a command in her army.  From this period
his military career in the north-welt of India
may be laid to have commenced.

In various and fucceffive actions againft the
Seiks, and others of the Begum's enemies, Mr.
Thorn &, by his courage and perfevcrance, ren-
dered her authority refpectable. By thefe
/beedits, he obtained a confiderablc influence
over the mind of his miftrefs, and was for fome
time her chief advifer and counsellor.*

*  Among other brilliant acts, performed by M r. Thomas>
during his service with the Begum, was the circumstance
related in the History of Shah Allium. The Compiler of
the*e Memoirs did not know, at the time, that Mr.
Thomas was the officer who commanded the party. But
that gentleman, during his residence at Benares, communi-
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But, unfortunately for the mutual inter-
efts of both parties, after a refidence of fix or
feven years, Mr. Thomas had the mortification
to find himfelf fupplantcd in the good opinion
of the Begum. His authority was aflumed by
a more fuccefsful rival.

This conduct in the Begum, exciting much
animofity and many heart-burnings between
the two rival commanders, Mr. Thomas re-
folved to embark his fortunes on a different
fervice. He therefore quitted the Begum
Sumroo, and about 1792 betook himfelf to
the frontier ftation of the Britifh army, at
the poft of Anopfhire.

Here he waited fevera months, in the ex-
pectation of receiving overtures for employ-
ment from fome of the native powers. He was
not deceived in thefe expectations. In the
beginning of the year 1793, Mr. Thomas,
being at Anopfhire, received letters from Ap-

catcd a detail of the aflair, which, with a slight variation
in afew particulars, happened as is stated in the printed
work. See the History of Shah Aulum, page 167, et seq.
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pakandarow, a Mahratta chief, conveying
offers of fervice, and promifes of a comfortable
provifion.

To comprehend the, nature arfd ufe of Mr,
Thomas's fervices at that juncture, it will be
neceflary to recur to the previous fituation and
profpecls of Appakandarow,

This chief had formerly been himfelf in
the fervice of Madhajee Scindiah, who gave
him the command of two battalions of infan-
try, raifed and difciplined by the celebrated
General Duboigne. In return for Appa-
kandarow's fervices, Scindiah had alfo, fub-
fequently, entrufted to his management the
diftricts of Gualier and Gohud. Thefe, for
fome .time, he conducted with fuccefs: but
having, in the year 1790, invaded Bundelcund,
and being unfuccefsful in his operations, he
was compelled to contract: debts to a confider-
able amount. Thisirregular and improvident
conduct occafioned, firft, his removal from
command, and afterwards, his difmiffion from
Scindiah's employ. Of a haughty and im--
patient fpirit, Appakandarow ill brooked this
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humiliation, and from that time fought, by
his own exertion, to eftablifh an indepen-
dency. It was at this period he was joined
by Mr. Thomas, who had with him 256 ca
valry, chofen men, and of tried valour on fe-
veral occafions,

Thisaccefiion of force was highly acceptable
to the Mahratta chief; he was, at that time,
unable to keep under fubjeclion fevcral dif-
tricts, which, on account of his ill fuccefs, had
rebelled againft his authority, and withheld
the payment of their accuftomed tribute.

Mr. Thomas was"now directed by Appa-
kandarow to raife a battalion confiding of
1000 men and loo cavary. For the mainte-
nance of this force, he affigned to him the
pergunnas of Thajara, Thopookara, and Fe-
rozeepoor. They are all in the Mawatty dif-
tricl, fituated to the fouth-weft of Delhi.
Thofe diftricts had, fome years preceding, been
in a ftate of rebellion, nor was Appakandarow
able to reduce them to fubmiflion. The in-
habitants, when a large force was fent againft
them, ufually took flicker in the mountains;
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but when the force was inferior in numbers,
by uniting, they proved victorious. With ca
valry, likewife, they committed depredations
in every direction. Thefe exceffes naturally
rendered the Mahratta.chief anxious of tranf-
ferring the diftricts to any perfon who would
exert himfelf to prevent their plundering the-
induftrious peafants. Mr. Thomas's agree,
mcnt with Appakandarow was, that he fhould
balance accounts every fix months. Thefe
terms having been agreed on, as an aTurance
of confidence, he presented Mr. Thomas with

two guns, fome ammunition, and a few bul-
locks,

The neceflary arrangements having been
made, Mr. Thomas prepared to march, and
take poffeffion of the lands aforementioned.
He was however flopped by accounts, dis

patched by Mr. Perron, announcing the death
of Scindiah.

The march thus poftponed, Appakandarow
repaired to Delhi to guard againft an appre-
hended commotion in that capital. On their
arrival at court, Appakandarow, and other
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chiefs, among whom was M r. Thomas, were
honoured with Khilluts, fimilar prefents were
likewife given for Dowlut Row Scindiah, who
had now fuccceded to the poifeffions of his
deceefed untie.

The mention of Delhi affords an oppor-
tunity of prefenting the reader with an ac-
count of fome remarkable buildings, which
ftand without the precincts of the new city,
and have hitherto efcapad the obfervation of
travellers. They were obtained by the com-
piler of thefe Memoirs during a vifit to this
celebrated city, in 1793.

We come next to the tomb of Humaioon,
the fon of Baber, fecond of the imperial Houfe
of Timoor, and memorable for a chequered
life of alternate profperity and misfortune—
He died Anno Hejirah 963, and the maufo-
leum was erected by his fon, the famous Akbar,
on the weftern bank of the Jumna, in the city
of old Delhi.

The building is fituated in the centre of an
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ample terrace, of red ftone, two thouland feet
in circumference.

Upon this terrace rifes the maufoleum of
folid red ftone. It is of acircular form, fur-
mounted by aftupendous dome of white mar-
ble. Confpicuous from its dimenfions, this
dome is feen at a great diftance. Four mina-
rets, of red and white marble, fupport the ex-
tremities of the building. Thefe are crowned
with octagon pavilions of red ftone, having
marble cupolas. | judge the height to be
about a hundred and twenty feet. A winding
ftair-cafe, of red ftone, leads to a terrace,
which encircles the exterior of the dome;
hence you have a noble profpecl, both of the
old and new Delhi.

The principal room below, is paved with
large flabs of white marble. It contains the
fepulchre of Humaioon, of the common fize,
but elegantly decorated with chifel work: it
bears no infeription. Adjoining to thisroom,
are other apartments, in which are interred fc-
veral princefles of the Houfe of Timoor.



26 MEMOIRS OF [A. D. 1793,

Upon the terrace aforementioned are the
graves of fiveprinces of the royal family, viz,
Darah Shekoah, who was put to death by order
of his brother Aurungzebc. 2d. Mooisaddeen
or, Jchandar. 3d. Shah Furrukfeir, put to death
by the Seyuds. 4th. Bcedar Bukht. 5th. Azim
Shah, fon of Aurungzebe. Near them is the
grave of the late Emperor, the fecond Aulum-
geer.

About two hundred yards from the maufo-
leum of Humaioon, isthat of the famous Khan
Khanan, prime minifter of Jeharigeer, and fon
of the renowned Byram Khan, memorable for
contributing, in fo great a degree, during the
fucceffivc reigns of Humaioon, Akbar, and
Jehangeer, to eftablijlh the Heufe of Timoor
on the throne of Hindoftan. The tomb refem-
bles, both in fliapc and fizc, that of the Na-
waub Sufdar Jung. The fine marble cover-
ing however of the dome, as w'dl as the inlay-
sings of the minarets, and the gateways, have
been dilapidated.

The generous mind cannot without indig-
nation perceive the ravages which the diffe-
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rent invaders of Hindoftan have perpetrated
upon thefe magnificent remains of departed
grandeur. But what fhali we fay of thofc
now living* who, for the paltry confideration
of a few thoufand rupees, ilrip the venerable
fhrines of the fervants of their departed an-
ceftors, and, by robbing the dead of what gra.
titude or affection had beftowed as a parting
teftimony, acquire thereby a partial, and dis-
graceful opulence ?

A mile to the fouthward of the new city arc
the remains of the fort, palace, and mofque of
the Patan emperor, the firft Feroze. Thefe
ruins embrace a confiderable extent. The walls
of the fort are of immenfe thicknefs, and the
prodigious quantity of granite, with other
ftones, fpread in heaps over the whole of the
interior of the incloiure, denote it to have
been a grand and fplendid edifice.

This fort was built Anno Uejirah 755, and
wasdeftroyed by the Mogul conqueror Timoor,

* To every one at Delhi, it is notorious that a Prince
of the House of Timoor now living, has actually sold the
marble of this tomb, for twenty five thousand rupees.
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in his invafion of Hindoftan. Toward the
centre of the place is a building of an ancient
ftyle, flanked with round pillars, and crowned
with turrets of three ftories. At the top of
this building, on an ample terrace of ftone,
about forty feet in height, is a column of
brown granite. On thiscolumn is an infcrip-
tion, in theancient character beforcmentioned,
as difcernible on the pillar in the fort of Alla-
habad, and compofed of the fame materials.
This pillar is called, by the natives, Feroze
Cotelah, the ftaff of Feroze, and from the con-
ftrucSion of the building on whichitisplaced,
| fhould conjecture it has been a monument
of Hindoo grandeur, prior to the irruptions of
the Muflulmans. Adjoining to the cotelah,
isavery large building differing in the ftyle
of its architecture from thofe mofques built
fubfequent to the eftablifliment of the Moguls.
Thisrnofque is fquare, has four extenfive aifles
or cloifters, the roofs of which are ftone, and
fupported by two hundred and fifty columns
of ftone, about fixteen feet high. The length
of the cloifters gives a grand appearance to
the building. An octangular dome, of ftone
and brick work, about twenty-five feet high,
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rifes from the centre of the mofque. In the
weftern cloifter is akibla, or niche, in the
wall, in the direction of Mecca. Of this
mofque the emperor Timoor took a model,
and carrying it with him on his retttrn to Sa-
marcand his capital accompanied at the fame
time by artificers and workmen of every de-
fcription, he fhortly after his arrival built a
rnagnificent temple.

In the northern aifle of this mofque, at the
upper end, is a fmall window, from which was
thrown the body of the late emperor the fe-
cond Allumgeer, who had been airaffinated at
theinflation of his vizier Gaziodeen Khan.
The &flaffins were two Mahomcdan devotees,
whom he had vifited under the pretext of their
working miracles. The body of this unfortu-
nate prince, unburied, for two days lay on the
fands of the Jumna. At laft it was taken up
by permiffion of Gaziodeen, and interred in
the fepulchre of Humaioon. To me it appears
that the ftyle of building in this mofque, refers
to a period in the architecture of Hindoftan
prior to the Mogul conquefts. The mofque at
Paniput, erefted by the emperor Baber, may be



30 MEMOIRS OF [A.15 1793.

looked upon as the model of all the fucceed-
ing Mogul buildings.

COOTTUB MINAR.

Nine miles fouth of Delhi is the celebrated
column, defignated Coottub Minar, fituatcd
near, and deriving that name from the tomb
of Khaja Cuttubadcen. His difciple, Shemfa-
deen, of the family of Ghazi, erected this co-
lumn, Anno Hejirah 770. Shemfadecn de~
figned that this pillar and another fimilar one
fhould have marked the entrance of a magnifi-
cent mofquc. It was begun upon the ruins
of a Hindoo temple. Having finifhed this
pillar, and parts of the buildings adjacent,
Shemfudeen's premature death prevented the
completion of a work which would have been
one of the moft magnificent in the world.
The whole was intended as a monument to
perpetuate to pofterity the triumph of Ma-
homedan faith over that of Brimha. The co-
lumn has a moft itupendous appearance. Con-
ceive a fhaft of fixty feet diameter, compofed
partly of red {tone, partly of white marble,
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riling to the height of two hundred and fifty
feet.

Afcending this pillar, relief is afforded by
four projecting galleries of red (tone. « Taper-
ing toward the fummit, it was crowned with
an octagon pavilion. | imagine this pavilion
would have contained at |caft, a dozen pcrfons.
Each of the galleries are moil richly tho' diffe-
rently ornamented. The column is relieved,
and rendered ftrikingly bold, by convex and
angular projections.

Wi ithin this grand tower, isacircular (lair-
cafe of three hundred and eight fteps of red
ftone. There arc, at intervals, landing places
which communicate with windows. From
the octagon, on the fummit, the view is ftrik-
ingly grand. Looking from fuch a height,
the mind is impreffed with fenfations of admi-
ration and of awe. Infcriptions in fevcra
parts, twelve inches in breadth, embrace the
column. Thefe contain vcrfes from the
Koran, in the Arabick character. The gal-
leries arc fupported by fculpturcd ornaments,
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of which the richnefs is greatly heightened by
a profufion of frieze work.

This description of the Coottub Minar, with
the engreving* Shewing the vcfliges of the
ruins which furround it, will | doubt not in-
cline the reader to think with me that they
are objects to atraveller, perhaps, equaly inte-
refting as any in the world; and through the
edft are not, to be found more impreffive me-
morials of its ingenuity, its magnificence, and
its grandeur.

* For this | am indebted to the kindness of Lieutenant
Macdougal, of the engineers, from whose sketch, on the
spot, it has been engraved.
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CHAPTERII.

Mr. Thomas marches towards his new Pergun-
tiahs—Military operations—Intrigues of Be-
gum Somroo.—She is depofed,—Death of
Levaffo.—Altercation betwixt Mr. Thomas
and Appakandarow.—Occurrences.

HAV ING remained fome time at Delhi,
it afforded Mr. Thomas the opportu-
nity of recruiting his forces to 700 men ; with
this reinforcement, he prepared for his depar-
ture to the diftricts which had been affigned
to him by Appakandarow.

To the accomplifhment of that purpofe a
new obftacle arofe ;—unable to pay his troops,
they became mutinous, and plundered the ad-
jacent country. This eondud difgufting Ap-
pakandarow, produced high words between
him and Mr. Thomas. The difpute, after
much altercation,, ended in a compromife, by
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which Mr. Thomas received the fum of 14,000
rupees, and an aflignment for the reft of his
claims. The latter, however, was never ful-
filled.

In the march towards his diftricts, Mr,
Thomas retaliated upon the Begum Sumroo,
whom he now confidercd his bitter enemy,
laying under contribution that part of her
country which came within his route.

Arriving at Goorath, a large and populous
village, he impofed heavy contributions. Thefe
amounted to a confidcrable fum. He found
here alfo an ample fupply of bullocks and
forage.

Continuing his march, after a long and te-
dious day's journey, he encamped near the
town of Tcjara, a place in the centre of the
Mevvattce diftrict. The night was dark and
rainy : this and the extreme fatigue of the
foldiers confpired to render fucccfsful an at-
tempt which the Mewattys made, and they
carried off a horfc from the very centre of the
camp.
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In the morning, a party was detached to dis-
cover the village to which the horfe had been
conveyed. The party, had riot proceeded far
wherf they were attacked, arid obliged to re-
treat. Orders were then given for" the cavalry
to advance, and cover the detachment. And
Mr. Thomas himfelf leading the infantry, haf-
tily marched, and with his collected force, at-
tacked the enemy at the village, to which, it
appears, the horfe had been carried. By this
time they had affembled and became formi-
dable. The centre divifion of Mr. Thornas's
troops, in a fhoft time fet fire to the village,
and there feemed no doubt of a complete vic-
tory, when the divifioris on the right and left
giving way, fled with precipitation. The
wounded left on the field were, even at this
crifisof the aclion, cut to pieces by the enemy.

The centre divifion, under the fpecial com-
mand of Mr. Thomas, now following the ex-
ample of their brethren, left him, of histroops,
only a dozen infantry and a few cavalry.

Thus difcomfited and vexed by the unftcadi-
nefs of histroops, Mr. Thomas, as alaft refort,
c2
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encouraged hisfmall party to exert themfelves
in extricating a nine-pounder, which unfortu-
nately, previoufly to the battle, had ftuck in
the bed of a nullah. In this he had juft fuc-
ceeded, when the enemy, as certain of victory,
recommenced afurious attack, and endeavour-
ed to feize the gun.

The commandant of cavalry, a man of dif
tinguifhed bravery, ftill adhered to Mr. Tho-
mas, and defperately, with afew others, threw
hinafclf between the gun and the enemy.
They were cut to pieces, but the gallant effort
afforded time to re-mount and oppofe awell-
directed fire of grape from the nine-pounder.
This faved Mr. Thomas and the brave few of
his furviving party. For, after the difcharge
of a few rounds, the enemy retired to the fur-
rounding ravines.

Mr. Thomas now collected the fugitives,
who with his veteran party formed a detach-
ment of about 300 men. W.ith thefe he un-
concernedly challenged the enemy to a renewal
of the combat, which they now as cautioufly
declined.
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Initsfirft view fo difaftrous, this action, by
the dread it fpread among the enemy, proved
highly fortunate. Great as was Mr. Thomas's
lofs of brave and attached foldiers, that of the
Mewattys was infinitely more confiderable.
The immediate confequence was an overture,
on the part of their chief, of terms which
fhortly led to an amicable adjustment. They
agreed to pay Mr. Thomas a year's rent, and
to reftore to him the property that had been
ftolen. The performance of thefe articles was
guaranteed by fccurities.

The punifliment of thisvillage, the ftrongeft
in the whole diftricct, and its inhabitants the
moft refractory, was highly favourable to Mr.
Thomas's intereft ; the more fo, asin a pre-
ceding campaign the whole force of Begum
Sumroo had been in vain exerted to reduce it.
Mr, Thomas next prepared to march againft
the remaining diftricts which were ftill in
rebellion; and, having recruited his force for
this purpofe, he was ordered by Appakaudarow
to afift the collector of the diftrid of Kiflina-
gur.
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Convinced by experience that vigorous mea-
sures could alone enfure fuccefs, Mr. Thomas
marched towards the .refractory villages; of
which having gained poffeffion, they were
quickly confumed by fire.

An example fo fevere deterred others from
purfuing afimilar conduct. Of thefe the moft
confiderable was the town of Jyjur; which,
however, fubmitting on the approach of the
troops, oppofition was at an end, and Mr.
Thomas returned to Tejara.

On the fubmiffion of Jyjur, Appakandarow
gave Mr. Thomas an order for a fupply of mo-
ney upon the collector of that place. The
collector endeavoured to evade payment, by
reprefenting that the diftreffed fituation of
Appakandarow (whofe troops had juft muti-
nied for want of payment of their arrears),
required every rupee that could be raifed ; in
confequence, Mr. Thomas muft, for the pre-
fent, difpenfewith payment. This, he obferves,
was true ; but his people being in diftrefs, to
provide a remedy, he marched to Behadurgt
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hur, in order to raife by contribution the ne-
ceflary Supplies.

In his route, the fmall villages were found
to be deferted and the large ones increafed with
numbers of armed perfons. By thistime, Mr.
Thomas's troops, thinned by frequent defer-
tions, amounted only to 300 men ; but thefe,
had they been foldiers accuftomed to difcipline,
would ftill have been fufficicnt to anfwer the
purpofe of completing the reduction of the re-
bellious Zemindars.

Arriving at Mundaka, the Zemindars of
which place had been the original caufe of the
mifunderftanding betwixt Appakandarow and
Mr. Thomas, were found ready for the com-
bat ; Mr. Thomas therefore, though with a
force fo inconfiderable, hefitatcd not in making
an immediate attack : in this he wasfuccefsful,
and having defeated the enemy, he found in
the place plunder to the amount of four thou-
land rupees.

During thefe tranfasions, the Begum Sum-
roo, and the Mahratta governor of Delhi,
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jealous of the afcendancy Mr. Thomas had
acquired, fent a force to watch his motions:
for the prefent he thought the moft prudent
method to efcape obfervation would foe by
removing to a diftance, and his new levies
being now complete, he marched direcSly back
to the town of Tejara,

At this place Mr. Thomas received a letter
from Appakandarow, who was ftill detained
in the fort of Kotepootly by the mutinous ftate
of his troops. Hisfituation had been rendered
thus unpleafant by the intrigues of Gopaul
Row, Scindia's commander in chief. That
chief had written letters to the principal firdars
in the army, promifing them payment of their
arrears provided they would deliver up Appa
as a prifoner. He further obferved, that he
had but too much reafon to imagine the firdars
would yield a ready acquiefcence to this offer,
that, diftreffed for provifions, and having his
family with him, if Mr. Thomas could not
come to his affiftance, he muft ultimately be
compelled to throw himfelf on the mercy of
his enemies.
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On receipt of this letter, although it rained
heavily and the day was far advanced, Mr.
Thomas, without hefitation, fet off: he march-
ed all that night and the belt part of the en-
fuing day and night through a conflant and
heavy rain. About two o'clock in the morn-
ing he arrived at the fort of Kotepootly. The
inceflant rain prevented his having any oppo-
fition from the enemy without, and he en-
camped under the walls of the fort* The
communication was thus happily opened,
and provifions being fent in, plenty fuccccded
to the fcarcity before experienced.

Mr* Thomas, aware that the force of the
mutineers would daily become augmented,
recommended to Appakandarow to evacuate
thefort, and retreat to Kanoond. In the mean
time he advifed that letters fhould be written
to Scindia, to deprecate the refentment of that
chief. Approving of Mr. Thomas's propofal,
Appakandarow appointed the enfuing day for
the accomplishment of his purpofe, and the
bufmefs was conducted with fo much fecrefy
and addrefs, that until the moment of depar-
ture every one feemed ignorant of the intend-
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cd movement. At the appointed hour, Ap-
pakandarow, attended by a few perfons who
ftill adhered to him, came out of the fort of
Kotepootly with his family and effects ; he was
received by Mr. Thomas, and placed in the
centre of a ftrong detachment, who formed
around him, and commenced their march.

In order toprotect the baggage, Mr.Thomas,
with the remainder of his force, remained be-
hind for a fhort time, but the enemy now ap-
pearing prepared to purine the detachment
with determination to refcuc Appakandarow,
Mr. Thomas, without further delay, joined
that chief. They had not proceeded far when
the van of the enemy made their appearance.
Mr. Thomas, as the only means of infpiring
confidence, recommended to Appakandarow
to mount an elephant, and fhew himfelf to the
troops. The mcafurc was inftantly adopted,
and attended with the happicft effect; for the
enemy perceiving this refolute conduct thought
it moft prudent to retire, and Mr. Thomas,
without further oppofition, conducted his chief
in fafety to Kanoond. Appakandarow, releafed
from his cmbarraflment, was defirous of making
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agrateful return for the fervices that had been
rendered. He adopted Mr. Thomas as his fon,
prefented him with the fum of three thoufand
rupess to purchafe an elephant and palankeen
Suitable to the dignity of his ftation, ordered
him to encreafe his force two hundred infantry
and as many cavalry; and finally, made over
to him, in perpetuity, the diftrictfts of Jyjur,
Byree, Mandote, and Phatoda, which yield
an annual revenue of a lack and fifty thoufand
rupees.

He was then difmhTedby A ppakandarow, and
directed to complete the arrangement of the re-
gainingdiftrictsin the Mewatty country.

This was become more neceffary ; a prin-
cipal Zemindar, by name Gunga Bifhen, and
of the tribe called Aheer,* had not only openly
rebelled, but had made offers to Gopaul Row
of furrendering up the diftrict to Scindia; as
an additional inducement for his acceptance,

* This tribe can bring into the field a body of fourteen
thousand men.
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the rebel ftated that the rea amount of the
revenues were much larger than what had
been acknowledged by Appakandarow, and
paid by him to Scindia as his lord paramount.
Appa being apprifed of this treacherous corres-
pondence, directed Mr. Thomas without delay
to march and attack the rebel. He, on dif-
clofure of his treachery, fled to the mountain-
ous part of the Mewatty country, and there
fortified himfelf. The orders for the march
had been kept a profound fecret in Mr. Tho-
mas's camp. Arriving fuddenly before the
place, by a fuccefsful ftratagem Mr. Thomas
took Gunga Bifhen prifoner, whom he fent
to Appa. The fort was Hill maintained by
his nephew, and a garrifon of one thoufand
men ; they had abundance of provifions, am-
munition, and ftores of all kinds; the-only in-
convenience fuftained by the inhabitants was
afcarcity of water. This article was not to be
procured within two miles of the place. Mr.
Thomas, in the hope of compelling them to
furrender, commenced a blockade ; and the
better to enfure fuccefs he conftruded a chain
of redoubts round the fort.
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Whilft employed in the erection of thefe
pofts he had a narrow efcape for his life. Re-
tired to fnatch an hour of fleep and refrefhmerit
from the toils of the preceding day, Mr. Tho-
mas was fuddenly awakened in the night by
the noife and ihouts of the enemy. Repairing
to an eminence in the neighbourhood, he had
the mortification to perceive that his own
people had given way, and the enemy were
become mafters of a newly-finifhed redoubt,
together with the arms and ammunition con-
tained within: to add to hisdiftreis he per-
ceived a party advancing to the place where
he flood, unarmed and defcncclefs, (the hurry
of his being awoke not giving him time to fe-
cure either piftols or .fide-arms) : fortunately
however for him, a faithful fervant had fol-
lowed him with his fword, which taking from
the man's hand he prepared for his defence.

From various quarters fpearswere’, thrown,
and matchlocks fired at him but without effect.
Perceiving a ftand of colours which his own
men had left behind, he ftooped to pick them
up, which the enemy observing, concluded by
the motion of his body that he had been
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wounded; they rufhed on him in numbers;
and wounded him in fevera places. This
compelled him to rejinquifh the colours and
attack the enemy, whom he foon obliged to
retreat. Mr. Thomas then afcended an emi-
nence, in order to difcover, if pbflible, the
direction his own troops had taken in their
pufillanimous flight, but in vain.  Faint from
the wounds he had received in the late en-
counter, he now retired within his trenches
and got them drefled. The ficgeof the place
advanced apace, and two mines having been
fprung with confiderable cffed: the garrifon
capitulated.

During this fiege Mr. Thomas and his
people had undergone great hardfhip. Whilft
the grain remained on the ground he was
enabled to procure fupplies from the neigh-
bouring country, but the harveft being got in
they were reduced to a fcarcity of proviiions.
His own tent, the only one in the camp, was
converted into an hofpital for the fick and
wounded ; and the feafon being fevcrc Mr.
Thomas humanely fold his own horfes to pro-
cure blankets for the men.
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Mr. Thomas next marched to Jyjur : on his
arrival at that place, the zemindars who had
revolted, not chufing to contefl: the point, paid
their rents, and the troops received their ar-
rears.

Gopaul Row, the Mahratta general, was
about this time fuperfeded in his office of
lieutenant-general of the poffeflions of Scindia
in Hindoftan. Luckwah Dadah and Jigwah
Bapoo were appointed to fucceed him. In
this ftate of Mr. Thomas's aftairs, the army
of thefe chiefs arrived in the vicinity of Appa's
country. That chief determined to pay his
rcfpects, and for this purpofe repaired to their
camp ; at firft he was well received, but had
not long remained when a fum of money was
required of him under pretext of payment of
an old tribute due to Scindia. He was more-
over informed, that until this was paid he
would be detained in the camp.

Unable to raifc the fum demanded, Appa-
kandarow was under the ncceffity of refigning
the bcft part of his country into the hands
of Bapoo Farncvefe, who had been appointed
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by the exprefs orders of the Poona government.
Although the ium required was lefs than two
lacks of rupees, and many pcrfons in Appa's
family could edfily have afforded him affiftance
in his diftrefs, not a man was to be found who
would now part with a rupee. The diftricts
were therefore made over in mortgage ; and
the fum required by the Mahratta command-
ers was advanced by Bapoo Farnevefe.

It was moreover ftipulated, that the troops
kept up by Bapoo, for the purpofe of collec-
tion, fliould be paid from the treafury of Ap-
pakandarovv. " In fhort (fays Mr. Thomas
in terms of indignation) it was plainly to be
fecn, that whoever might hereafter, by chance
of war, obtain poffeffion of the diilricls in
queftion, it was evident that by thefe concef-
lions, Appa had for ever done away his own

Tight."

Among thefe pergunnahs were three in the
Mewatty country which belonged to Mr.
Thomas. The lofsto him was fevere ; but,
as he oblerves with a consideration highly to
his credit as a foldier, " | had no caufe for
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" complaint when my principal was ruined'.'
After thefe tranfaclions Mr. Thomas was di-
rected to aftift the deputy appointed by Appa
to collect the revenues of the remaining part of
his country : atalk of confidcrable difficulty;
fince the Zemindars, hearing of Appa's deten-
tion in the camp of the Mahrattas, had broken
out into open rebellion againft his authority.
To reduce them to obedience, Mr. Thomas
marched with about eight hundred men that
remained after the heavy fervice he had lately
experienced; promptitude in planning, and
vigour in execution, being abfolutely necefTary,
Mr. Thomas, by his animated exertions, in a
very fhort time captured fevcral of the princi-
pal places, fome by day affaults, and others by
night.

Among others, the capture of Byree appears
intcrefting in the narration. " In the fort,
fays Mr. Thomas, " exclufive of the garrifon,
" were three hundred rgjepoots and jauts.
" Thefe had been hired for the exprefs pur-
" pofe of defending the place, and it was here
" | was in the moft imminent danger of lofing
" the whole of my party. We had ftormed

D
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' the fort, and were beat back with lofs;
" one of my firdars was wounded, and, from
" the confufion that, occurred, left behind in
" the hands of the enemy; the danger was
" every moment incrcafmg, the town was on
" fire in fcveral parts, and our retreat nearly
" cut off by the flames that furrounded us.

"1 n this fituation, we had the additional
" mortification to perceive the mercilefs enemy
" feize on the wounded officer, and, with fa-
" vage barbarity, precipitate him into thefire.
" Equally animated, as enraged, by this fpec-
" tacle, my troops now ruflied forward to the
" attack, with an ardour that was irrefiftibk.
" Having gained entire poffeffion of the fort,
" the foldiers, with clamorousexpreffions of re-
" venge, infifted on the death of every one of
" the garrifbn that remained, and | was not in-
" clincd to refufe; but it coft us dear, the
" enemy to a man made a brave refiftance.
" This conteft was continued fo long, as to
" afford time to thofe who had retreated, to
" return: by this means, we were again en-
" gaged, and at one time almoft overpowered;
" but, receiving a reinforcement of our own
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" party, the enemy, by flow degrees, began

again to retreat which they effected. |

" purfued with the cavalry: the enemy once
more made a ftand in the jungles adjoining
" to the town; when, after a fecond defperate
conflict, they gave way on all fides, and
" moft of them were cut to pieces.”

Scarcely however had Mr. Thomas com-
pleted the objects of his march, when he re-
ceived letters from Appa, of a tendency moft
unpromiiing : in thefe, Appa, after defcanting
on his finances, the low ftate of which did
not permit him to retain longer, either Mr.
Thomas or his troops, recommended him to
difmifs his battalions, and repair to the head
quarters, which were now in the country of
the Row Rajah.

In anfwer, Mr. Thomasftated nis utter im-
poffibility to difcharge the men, without pre-
vious payment of their arrears. He then
marched tojoin Appa, and found that chiefin
the vicinity of Alwar. Appa, after expatiating
on the ungrateful conduct of thofe perfons who
had enjoyed his confidence, informed Mr.

D 2
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A propofal was made by Mr. Gardiner, the
commandant of a brigade of Scindia's troops,
to advance the fecond parallel: a council af-
fembled to confult on the moil eligible mode,
but finding this could not be effected without
firft taking a redoubt which lay in their front,
no perfon appearing inclined to rifk the enter-
prife, the council broke up.

On the enfuing day Mr. Thomas, of his own
accord, took an opportunity, when the enemy
were off their guard, to ftorm the redoubt.
Repeated attempts were made by the enemy to
regain poffeffion, but he bravely maintained
himfelf in it, till areinforcement arriving they
gave up the conteft. Mr. Thomas immedi-
ately fortified the poft.

The parallel was advanced, and the gar-
rifon perceiving no chance of fuccour from
without, the commandant negotiated, and as a
ranfom for the fort agreed to pay the fum of
two lacs of rupees. Mr. Thomas received a
fum fufficient to reimburfe him for the ex-
pences he had incurred, and was then dire& ecj
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to return to his own diftridts.  Soon after his
arrival he reftored them to order.

Mr..Thomas had by this time formed his
men into a regiment confiding of two bat-
talions; of thefe, one he detached to collect
the revenues of the country, and with the
other remained at Jyjur.

During thefe tranfactions begum Sumroo,
in whofe fervice Mr. Thomas had formerly
been employed, was now trying every means
in her power to efect: his ruin.  She had even
gone fo far as to bribe the Mahratta officers to
advife his difmiffion; and a body of Mahrattas
having joined her army, fhe marched from
Sirdhanna, her capital, and encamped about
feventeen cofs fouth-eaft of Jyjur.

This conduct in the begum Mr. Thomas
attributed to the influence of the officers in
her fervice; and more particularly to that
of Levaflb, who not only commanded her
troops, but had lately received herJiamL-iu
marriage.
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On every occafion, he was the declared and
inveterate enemy of Mr. Thomas; and had by
his influence wrought in the begum her pre-
fent determination.

In the begum's army it was publicly af-
ferted, that their prefent deftination was
againft Mr. Thomas. Her force, confifling of
four battalions of infantry, twenty pieces of
artillery, and about four hundred cavalry, was
commanded by officers of tried and acknow-
ledged abilities. Mr.Thomas, having recalled
the battalion that had been detached, had
now a regiment confifting of two thoufand
men, ten pieces of artillery, five hundred irre-
gulars, and two hundred cavalry.

The diffenfions, however, that arofe among
the begum's officers, not only induced'her to
relinquifh her intention of attacking Mr.
Thomas, but ended in her imprifonment, and
the total fubveriion of her authority. The
caufe of thefe diffenfions mult now be traced
to its fource.

Lcvaflb, who had the chief command of the
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begum's army, was jealous of the authority
of Legois. This man is a German; and fo
named from Liege, the place of his nativity.
He had .been many years in habits of intimacy
and friendfliip with Mr. Thomas ; and, on the
prefent occafion, had ftrcnuoully diffuadcd the
begum from the proposed hoftilities. This
conduct having given umbrage to Levaffo, he
by his influence with the begum, procured
Legois's degradation; and to render his difgrace
the more mortifying,.his place was given to a
junior officer.

A conduct fo inconfiftent and unjufl; dif-
gufted the foldiers, who for many years had
been commanded by Legois, with whom alfo
they had often fought and conquered. They
remonftrated, but in vain, againft the meafure;
finding there was no hope of altering the be-
gum's refolution, they fuddenly broke out
into open mutiny. They invited Zuffur Yab
Khawn, the fon of the late Sumroo by a
former wife, who then refided at Delhi, to be-
come their commander. In return, they pro-
mifed to feat him on the mufnud. For this
purpofc, a deputation of the army, in /pite of
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all the exertions of the begum, repaired to
Delhi, and folemnly tendered him the com-r
mand. Zuffur Yab Khawn, fearful of the in-
trigues of his mother-in-law, at laft consented.
To relieve his apprehcnfion, the deputation,
in the name of the army, took an oath of
fidelity to him on the fpot.

On the firft intelligence of the confpiracy
the begum and Levallb, with a few of their
old fervants, prepared for flight. It was their
intention to have proceeded dire&ly to the
Ganges, and to feek refuge in the country of
the vizier Afuph ool Dowla.

In this refolution, however, they were un-
fortunately intercepted. A party of cavalry
which had been detached by Zuffur Yub
Khawn on the firft intimation of then- flight,
overtook and furrounded them at the village
of Kcrwah, in the begum'sjaghire, four milgs
diftant from her capital.  Previous to the com-
mencement of hoftilities the commandant of
cavalry proclaimed a free pardon, and promife
of their arrears, to the foldiers who ftill adhered
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to the begum, On condition of their laying
down their arms, and delivering up the begum
and her hufband.

In the confufion that arofe, and before any
refolution could be taken, fome fhot were fired,
and a few men flightly wounded. The foldiers,
perceiving they had nothing to hope from the
begum (who, they knew, only wifhed to get
away with her effects), openly declared them-
felves for Sumroo's fon. The infantry then
{unrounding her palanquin demanded her to
furrender ; the cavalry at the fame time fur-
rounded her hufband, who was on horfeback.
The begum at that inftantdrewa poniard from
her fide, and running the point of it acrofs her
breaft drew a little blood, but with no inten-
tion of killins; herfclf. Her attendants callins:
for affiftance, Levaffo hearing the tumult de-
jnanded to know what had happened. He was
anfwered that the begum had killed hcrfelf:
twice he put the fame queftion, and receiving
the fame anfwer, with great deliberation he
put a piftol to his mouth, fhot himfelf, and
immediately fell from his horfe. " The vil-
" lains (fays Mr. Thomas) who, the preceding
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" day, had ftyled themfelves his ilaves, now
" committed every act of infult and indignity
" upon his corpfe! " For three days it lay
expofed to the infults of the rabble, and was
at length thrown into a ditch.

Mean while Zuffur Y ub Khawn advanced to
Sirdhanna, whither the begum had aready
been conducted a prifoncr; and having aflumed
the government of thejaghire, tranquillity was
toon re-cftablifhed.

Freed from the apprchenfion of hoftilities,
Mr., Thomas now feduloufly employed him-
felf in the arrangement of the diftricts.

Appakandarow, who during the late events
had found means to fow diffenfions between
Luckvva and Bappoo Fernevefe, now reaped
the fruits of his addrefs.  Finding thefe
commanders at variance, he prepared to re-
turn to Kanond ; and while on the march
to that place, fent written orders to Mr.
Thomasto difmifs the collectors who had been
appointed by Bappoo, and to reinftate his
own.



A, D. 1795.] GEORGE THOMAS. 61

Mr. Thomas obeyed ; but Bappoo's army
amounting to three thoufand men, it coft the
lives of many to difpoffefs him.

This affair however being at length termi-
nated, Mr. Thomas had the long-expected
interview with Appa. They met at Nafnoul,
a place which had that morning furrendered
to hisarms. After the ftrongeft expreffions
of fatisfaction, and of the fenfe he entertained
of his fervices, as proof of thofe fentiments
Appakandarow prefented Mr. Thomas with
an elephant, a palanquin, (hawk, and other
articles of value.

A reception focordial was highly gratifying;
but its effect was foon diminimed when, three
days after, Appa demanded the delivery of a
Bramin in the fervice of Bappoo Ferncvefe,
from whom he intended to exact a fine.

It muft here be remarked, that previous to
the furrender of the fort this man, coming pri-
vately to M r. Thomas's camp, had offered terms
for the delivery of the fort, for himfelf and two
others who accompanied him ; as the reward
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of his treachery, he required fecurity of life and

property, towhich M r. Thomasyielded a ready
affent.

Notwith(landing thefe affurances, Appa, at
this time in want of a fnpply of money, iniift-
ed on his delivery, which Mr. Thomas for the
teafons above ftated as pofitively declined.

To convince Appa of thejuftnefsof his rea-
fbning, Mr. Thomas exhibited to that chief
his own written orders, which had been com-
municated at the commencement of hoftilities.
Thefe pofitively fpecified that the fervants of
Bappoo or his adherents who fubmitted fhould
not fuffer either in perfon or fortune, but on
the contrary were to be allowed a fafe conduct
and fuitable efcort to Mattra or Delhi

In vain Mr. Thomas {hewed this order;
Appa continued inflexible, and contended
moreover that as thefe people had formerly
been in his own employ, he had on the prefcrit
occafion a right to extort money. On quitting
the durbar the bramin informed Mr. Thomas
that he with others was willing to fettle ac-
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counts with Appa, and only required that per-
fbns of integrity fhould be appointed to infpect
them. Tothis likewife Appa refufed his con-
fent; adding that if Mr. Thomas ftill hefitated
to deliver up the people his own confequence
would thereby be leffened in the eyes of his
army. They parted mutually diflatisficd with
each other. To bring this bufineis to an iffuc
Mr. Thomas fent a meflage, offering to procure
a perfbn who, if the bramin was liberated,
fhouid become refponfible for the adjuftment
of the accounts. Appa, highly enraged, and
well knowing that the bramin owed him no-
thing, not only rejected this propofal, but de-
clined all further intercourfe.

A few days after this altercation, Appa fent
a meffage to Mr. Thomas deliring his attend-
ance in the town. He went thither. On his
arrival at the houfe he was informed by the
fervants that Appa was unable to come down.
Mr. Thomas, unwilling to give any caufe for
offence, ordered the foldicrs who had accom-
panied him to remain below ; and afcending
by himfelf, was, by a perfon on whofe attach-
ment he could rely, introduced into his apart-
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ment : to his no fmall furprife, that chief ap-
peared in perfecl health, but of this Mr. Tho-
mas took no notice. The difcourfc concerning
the Bramin was renewed ; and jfhortly after
Apoariling from hisfeat, told Mr. Thomas he
intended taking aflight repaft, and would then
return.  Scarcely had he quitted the room in
which they fat before Mr. Thomas was fur-
prifed by the appearance of feveral armed men.
He now began to fufpect fome treacherous at-
tempt againft his perfon might be intended ;
but with that prefence of mind which on try-
ing occafions never foribok him, he continued
firm on his feat, convinced that if on this oc-
cafion he had retired it would have afforded
matter of-triumph to his enemies.

In this fituation he remained until Appa re-
turned to an adjoining room; from thence he
fent Mr. Thomas a written order immediately
to deliver up the perfons in queftion. Mr.
Thomas perceiving matters were advancing to
a crifis, and preferring death to difhonour, rofe
from his feat, and refolutely told the perfon
who had delivered the order that he would
never perform what was now required;' with-
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out further difcuffion he entered the apartment
of Appa, his fword being in his hand, but as
yet undrawn: the Mahratta chief, on Mr.
Thomas's approach, appeared hefitating, and as
if he was uncertain how to act; Mr. Thomas
perceiving his confufion took this opportunity
of paying him the cuftomary compliment, and
retiring unmolefted, though fully determined
to viiit him no more.

On hisarrival in the camp, Mr. Thomas dif-
patched his Dewan to Appakandarow with
the following meffage :—" That compelled by
" ajuft indignation againft the treachery of his
" proceeding, he would no longer ferve him."
In making this declaration, Mr. Thomas had
the fatisfaftion to find he was fupportcd by
the troops ; who, fired at theinfult offered to a
man whom they in highly refpefted, had de-
clared with unanimous confent that they would
remain no longer in the fervice of Appakanda-
row. Intimidated by this fpirited refolution,
Appa now wifhed to compromife the matter:
he fent excufes to Mr. Thomas in mitigation
of his treachery, and to enfure confidence came
the next day in perfon to the camp. Willing

£
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to forget the paft, Mr. Thomas received his
chief with refpect; and matters having once
more been placed on an amicable footing,
Appa told Mr. Thomas that he had received
letters from Bappoo Farnevefe, requcfting the
delivery of the pcrfons who had occafioned the
differences, as a pcrfonal favour to himfelf.
They were accordingly fent off to Muttrain
the manner propofed.

Mr. Thomas was now directed to repar to
the Mewatty country, to collect the tribute
that had become due. Taking leave of Appa,
he in a few days arrived at Mewat; his pre-
fence at thisjundure was the more neceflary,
perpetual quarrels having arifen between the
collectors of Appakandarowand thofe who had
been recently nominated by the Mahratta com-
manders. Mr. Thomas, however, by his active
and fpiritcd conduct on this occafion, by puniih-
ingfome and conciliating others, at laft brought
matters into a favourable train of fettlement.
In the courfe of thefe tranfactions he had been
under the neceffity of taking one of the forts
by itorm, in which were found feveral pieces of
artillery, and an abundant fupply of bullocks
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fend other carriage-cattle. Appakandarow,
hearing of this capture, claimed as hisright the
artillery that had been found in the fort. Mr.
Thomas as ftrerluoufly infifted on its being the
property of the captors. Repeated altercations
enfued, till at length Appakandarow having
fecretly gained over a body of Ghoffeins, who
were proceeding to their annual pilgrimage at
Hurdwar, inftigated them to the attack of Mr.
Thomas's camp.

£2
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CHAPTERIII.

Deferiptive  account of the Hurdwar, and of the
annual pilgrimage—Mr. Thomas  defeats the
Ghofftins—the dijlritis  ofPanniput and Sone-
put are added to Mr. Thomass pofjefftons—
account of the city of Pan?iiput, and of tlie
canal of Alt Merdan Khan.

HT2HE mountains through which the Ganges

flows at Hurdwar, prefent the fpectator
with the view of a grand natural amphi-
theatre ; their appearance is rugged, and def-
titute of verdure; they run in ridges and blunt
points, in a direction eaft and weft; at the
back of the largcft range, rife, towxring to the
clouds, the lofty mountains of Himmalayah,
whofe tops are covered with perpetual fnow,
which on clear days prefent a moft fublime
profpecl:. The large jagged maffes, broken
into a variety of irregular fliapes, added to
their ftupendous height, imprefs the mind
with an idea of antiquity and grandeur coeval
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with the creation, and the eternal froft with
which they are encrufted. appears to preclude
the poffibility of mortals ever attaining their
fummit.

In viewing this grand fpecacle of nature,
the traveller may edfily yield his aTent to, and
pardon, the fuperftitious veneration of the Hin-
doo votary who, in the fervour of his imagi-
nation, affigns the fummit of thefe icy regions
as the abode of the great Mahadeo, or Firft
Caufe; where, feated on his throne of ice, he is
fuppofed to receive the homage of the fur-
rounding univerfe.

Hurdwar is a place of great fanctity, and
rendered memorable for the pilgrimages made
thither from a remote antiquity.

About the latter end of March, and begin-
ning of April, the pilgrims from Punjab, Guzu-
rat, and the loweft points of Bengal, affemble
in prodigious numbers.

In 1794, not lefs than an hundred and fifty
thoufand perfons were affembled, though four-
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teen days were ftll remaining before the pil-
grimage would be completed,

Brima and Bimun, or the creating and pre-
ferving powers, are the principal objects of
worfhip at Hurdwar. The temple, fituate at
the foot of the mountain, is called Brimha-
kood, or the refervoir of Brimha. Hither the
pilgrims refort, and after purifying themfelves
in the Ganges, they cut off their hair and
fhave themfelves. Thofe who die during the
pilgrimage, are burnt on the banks of the
Ganges, and their ahes thrown into the
river.

The pilgrimage to Hurdwar is efteemed of
fuch confequence, as to be equivalent to that
of Cafi (Benares), Puraug (Allahabad), or Chil-
lumbrum, in the Carnatic; and a devotee who
has vifited this place may be excufed from
going to any other the remainder of his days.
This pilgrimage never fails to benefit the in-
habitants of Hurdwar and the neighbouring
villages; as out of the great number who re-
fort there at the annual period, all perfons are
Obliged to pay a duftoor, or tax, to the bra-
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mins and chokeydars of the villages. This
amounts to a large fum.

Exclufive of the profits before ftated, the
Mahrattas receive a tax upon horfes and ca-
mels coming to the fair; the former paying
eight annas per head, and the latter fix annas;
one half of this impoft is levied at the village
Joalahpore, and the remainder at the Hurd-
war. Hackerys, or wheel-carriages, pay a tax
of eight annas, and the covered doolies for the
women two annas. There is likewife a refoom
(cuftom) upon the fde of horfes and camels,
on the former ten per cent, and the latter
eight, which is paid equally between the
vendor and purchafcr.  Another mode by
which the inhabitants enrich themfelves is,
by raifing the price of grain and articles of
provifion, though upon the balance this is not
much againft the vifitors ; who, bringing along
with them the production of their refpeftive
countries, difpofe of their goods to advantage
at Hurdwar.

Hence this pilgrimage has been converted
into a great fair, where all forts of merchan-
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dize from various parts of Hindoftan are
fold.

To Hurdwar are brought horfes, camels,
mules, cloths from the Punjab, fhawls, fruit,
faffron, mufk, Cafhmerian wool, brafs, and
tutinague; cherrufs, anintoxicatingdrug, which
bears an exceffive price in Bengal; fire-arms
from Lahore, and excellent Perfian fcimi-
tars. Thefe feveral articles are bought, ex-
changed, and fold ; and, from the affemblage
of people compofed of fo many different na-
tions, the place refembles a grand commercial
emporium : added to this, thofe rgahs and
petty chiefs, who vifit Hurdwar from religious
motives, being attended by their troops, and
their refpective fuites, contribute to accumulate
the general mafs, fo that all is hurry, buflle,
noife, and confufion.

But to return to our narrative after this di-
greffion. The Mahratta chief afore-mentioned,
having inftigated the Ghofleins to attack Mr.
Thomas in his camp, to encourage them, of-
fered as a reward for their feryices, the fum of
ten thoufand rupees, Thefe particulars were
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communicated to Mr. Thomas by his own
vakeel, then refident with Appa. Incenfed at
the indignity offered him by a conduft fo
treacherous, he marched againft the GhofFeins,
whom he attacked and defeated with great
lofs to them, and to himfelf but trifling. After
the encounter, they fled towards Delhi; and
not thinking themfelves fafe there, continued
to retreat until they had crofled the Jumna,

On the retreat of the Ghofleins, Mr. Tho-
mas expoftulated with Appa on the treachery
of his conduct. He told him that the late
tranfaction was fo fhameful, that he could no
longer remain in his fervice. Mr. Thomas par-
ticularly expatiated on the treatment fuftained
by a Mr. Taylor: whom, after unjuftly de
priving of his command, Appa had confined
in the fort of Goalier, under the pretext of ex-
torting money ; till finding the man was not
either to be daunted by threats, or cajoled by
promifes, he had at length given him his Ii-
berty. " Such,” faid Mr.Thomas with indigna-
tion, " has been the fate of all who have ferved
" you with fidelity,"
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As a Mahratta is feldom at a lofs for an ex-
cufe, Appa, in anfwer to thefe charges, replied,
that his own inability to attend to bufinefs
(being confined by illnefs) had occafioned
thofe who had undertaken to manage his con-
cerns, to act in a manner fo unworthy ; that a
dangerous diforder with which he had been
long afflicted was growing worfe every day,
and that he wifhed much for a perfonal inter-
view with Mr. Thomas before his death. In
this letter, Appakandarow further urged, that
the perfon whom he intended for his fucceffor
being young and inexperienced, he wifhed to
avail himlelf of the benefit of Mr. Thomas's
counfel, Appakandarow being from experience
well convinced no other perfon would be
equally interefted with the welfare of his fa
mily. Finally he allured Mr. Thomas, that in
the propofed interview he would not only clear
himfelf from the afperfions of treachery, but
arrange every thing to their mutual fatisfadion
and advantage.

This intimation excited no fmall degree of
furprife in Mr. Thomas, but from paft expe-
rience he did not chufe to place implicit re-
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liance in the declaration of the Mahratta chief.
He was thus reduced to a critical fituation:
for as on the one hand it was difficult to re-
fufe the requeft of fo powerful a chief; fo on
the other, a laudable regard for his perfonal
fafety, if treachery were intended, induced
him to decline the propofed vifit. From this
ftate of uncertainty and fufpenfe he was hap-
pily relieved, by intelligence of a numerous
body of fciks having made an irruption into
the Dooab, and were at that time committing
depredations in the vicinity of Seharunpore,
the capital of the late Gholaum Cadir Khan.

The apprehenflon of all parties was confi-
derably augmented, when it was known that
on their firft onfet they had cut to pieces fome
battalions of Mahratta troops (rationed for the
defence of that province.

Although Appakandarow had no particular
connexion with Seharunpore, he thought that,
in common with other powers, he ought to
exert himfelf to prevent further incurfions,
efpecially as his owndiftrict: would in all pro-
bility be the next invaded by thefe defperate ma-
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rauders. He therefore directed Mr. Thomas
to march with his whole force, and with all
poffible expedition, giving the moft exprefs
injunctions to fight the feiks wherever he
might come up with them in the Mahratta
territories.

Agreeably to thefe inftructons, Mr. Thomas
loft no timeinrepairing to Jyjur; from whence,
croffing the Jumna to the northward of Delhi,
he advanced rapidly towards the enemy. They
not being inclined for the conteft thought pro-
per to retreat, crofled the river, and returned
unmolefted to the Punjab. Mr. Thomas in
this place remarks, that whilft in the fervice of
Begum Sumroo he had encountered the feiks
on more than ona occafion, and had aready
given them famples of his method of fighting;
and though their number at this time was not
more than five thoufand men, they had not
only defeated the Mahrattas, but compelled
them to take lhelter in the fort of Jelalabad.

Luckwa, commander of the Mahratta forces,
hearing of the difgrace fuftained by his troops
at Seharunpore, as likewife of the fubfeguent
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flight of the feiks on M r. Thomas's approach,
now requefted of Appa to permit this enter-
prifing man to raife a body of two thoufand
men for the protection of the province of Seha
runpore, and other parts of the Mahratta pof-
feffions. To this requeft Appa, though with
difficulty, complied; and in confequence of the
purgunahs of Panniput, Soneput, and Karnaul,
were affigned to Mr. Thomas, for the payment
of two thoufand infantry, two hundred cavalry,
and fixteen pieces of field artillery. Bappoo
Scindiah was nominated to the government of
Seharunpore; which with the country adjacent,
at the period we are fpeaking of, yielded an
annual revenue of ten lacks of rupees.

The fituation of the city of Panniput, and
the celebrated canal in its neighbourhood, may
perhaps juftify a digreffion in its favour, and
curiofity will be gratified, in the detail of its
ancient and prefent ftate.

Panniput is a city of great antiquity, and
was inhabited by Mahomedans in the reign of
Mahmoud of Ghuzna; who, during one of his
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incurfionsinto Hindooftan, fettled a colony at
that place. In the time of the emperor Shah
Jehan, it was a populous city; and in the
reign of Mahomed Shah, was felected by that
prince as his principal refidence. In the year
900 of the Hijira, or A. D. 1525, the Mogul
emperor Mahomed Baber invaded Hindooftan:
Ibrahim Lodi of the Patan dynafty at that
time fat on the throne of Delhi.

He prepared to refift the invader; and affera-
bling his forces, conduced them tow'ards the
frontiers. The rival armies met on the plains
of Panniput; and a general engagement enfued,
in which the forces of Ibrahim were totally
defeated, and himfelf flain. The deceafed mo-
narch was interred on the fpot where he fell,
by the command of Baber, who directed a
tomb to be eredcd to his memory. Thistomb
is ftill to be feen, about three miles to the
north-weft of the city. In commemoration of
the victory, the Mogul prince directed a mag-
nificent mofque to be built on the fpot where
his own tent was pitched, on the eaftern fide
of the city. Itiscalled Cabil Baug.
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This building, which exhibits one of the
firft fpecimens of Mahomedan grandeur among
the Mogul race of princes, confifts of a fpacious
apartment of forty feet fquare, with others ad-
joining. It is furmounted at top by a mag-
nificent dome, with fix-and-twenty others of
fmaller dimenfions. Thefe are attached to dif-
ferent apartments on each fide of the mofque.
To the eye this building hes a very grand ef-
fed, but it is difficult to defcribe. The edifice
is furrounded by a high wall of confiderable
length, and within the cnclofure are convenient
habitations for the attendants on the mofque.
The wall isflanked with octangular pavilions
of red ftone, and the entrances through the
gateways are of the fame materials.

The plain of Panniput has likewife been
celebrated in the hiftory of modern times. It
was on this plain that the famous battle was
fought in 1762 between Ahamed Shah, the
Duranny, and the Mahrattas. The latter were
commanded by Vifwas Raou, a prince of the
Mahratta empire, who was flain in the conteft.
Thelofs of this action wrefted from the Mali-
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rattas the Sovereignty of Hindooftan ; though
the fupinencfs and effeminacy of Ahamed Shah,
after his fucccfs, prevented his enjoying the
fruits of his victory.*

The city of Panniput is fituated in 2 9° 22'
of north latitude. Its circumference may be
about four miles. It was formerly furrounded
by a brick wall, which in many places is ftill
entire. This wall, and a noble caravanfera of
ftone adjoining the Delhi gate, was built at
the expence of Nuwaub Rofliun Al Dowlah,
grand-chamberlain of the houfehold to Maho-
med Shah. The remains of the Delhi gate
are ftill handfome. It is built of brick, forty
feet in height, arched at the top and flanked
with towers of red ftone, and is connected by

* The particulars of this battle have been too ably de-
tailed by the pen of colond Brown, in a letter to the Asi-
atic Society, to require comments in this place. It is here
aufficient to remark, that no remains of the entrenched
camp of the Mahrattas are now to be seen, the plain being
perfectly level. But about a mile et of the city, two trees
were pointed out to us by the natives, as the place where
the Bhow's tent wes pitched previous to the battle.
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a rampart within the city wall. The exterior
of this gateway is encrufted with very fine
chunam, and decorated with paintings of flow-
ers, in various patterns, executed in a ftyle of
peculiar neatnefs and delicacy.

In the centre of the city is the fhrine of a
Mahommedan devotee, by name Shah Shur-
fuddcen Boo AH Culinder, the fon of Furruck-
ttddeen Iraki. Since hisdeath, which happen-
ed in the 124th year of the Hijerah, this maufo-
leum has been repaired feveral times. The tomb
is fituated at the upper end of a fpacious fquare,
at the entrance to which is a fcrecn of perforat-
ed ftone-work ; beyond thisis the verandah or
portico, the roof of which is fupported by four
pillars ofjungnnihuk, a fpecies of black marble;
the pillars are twelve feet in height, having
pedeftals of porphyry. The cieling of this por-
tico is decorated with paintings of flowerson
fine chunam; aong the front of the veftibule,
on a flab of white marble, are engraved coup-
lets in the Perfian language in black marble
characters. Thefe verfes are in praife of the
ian&ity of the deccafed, and by the operation
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of the arithmetical verfe caled ABJUD,* give
the date of his death in the 724 th year of the
Hijerah.

Within the dome is the grave of Boo Ali
Culinder: it is fix feet by three, of white
marble, and is covered by apall of rich bro-
cade. The whole is furrounded by a lattice-
work of wood. Above is a covering of green
filk, fupported by four pillars of wood, cncruft-
ed with mother of pearl.

The revenues of this tomb were formerly
confiderable; but moft of them, during the
troubles which have fubfifted in the upper
provinces, have long fince been confifcatcd,

* The arithmetical verse called ABJUD), consists of the
letters of the Arabic aphabet joined together so as to form
articulate sounds, but without any meaning. It may be
given as follows in Roman character:

Abjud, Huwmwuz, huttegy Cullamuti; Saufuz, kurshut suk-
khuz, Zuzzug.

Each of these letters having a numerical property, from
one to one thousand, by this operation the dates of inscrip-
tions are discovered. See Richardson's Dictionary, article

Abjud.
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However, ftill there are from four to five hun-
dred perfons attendant on the fhrine. Thefe
fubfift on the Contributions of the charitable.

The city, though now much decayed, and
the population reduced, formerly contained
many good houfes. The bazars, of which
there are two, are of confiderable length, but
narrow; they contain about three hundred
fhops tolerably well furnifhed. The trade of
this place confifts in imports of fait, grain of
all kinds, and cotton cloths; they export coarfe
fugan

In the flourifhing times of the empire, Pan-
niput, fituated in the high road to Lahore,
Cabul, and Perfia, was the emporium of the
caravam from the north, and the feat of an
extenfive commerce. But the ravages occa-
fioncd by the diftracled ftate of the empire,
for more than half a century, have not only
caufed a fad reverfe, but almoft annihilated its
commercial relations with other countries.
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CANAL OF ALI MERDAN KHAN.

In the reign of Shah Jehan, Ali Merdan
Khan, a nobleman of the court of Perfia, who
had revolted from Shah Abafs, entered into
the fervice of the Mogul prince, having pre-
viously delivered up the important fortrefs of
Candahar, of which he was governor.

This nobleman, being a man of a public Spi-
rit and a pattern of munificence, dug at his
own expence a canal from the vicinity of the
city of Panniput, near the head of the Dooab,
which extended to the fuburbs of Delhi. It
comprehended a tract of ninety miles in the
extent, by which means the villages in the
neighbourhood, and every where within its
influence, received a moil furprifing benefit in
the cultivation of their lands.

This noble canal* runsin a direction from
north to fouth, and is in genera about ten
miles diftant from the Jumna, until it joins

* Itis cdled by the neives NEHUR BEHEISHT,. or

" canal of paradise”



A.D. 1795] GEORGE THOMAS. 85

that river nine miles below the city of New
Delhi. From this canal, while it exifted, a
revenue was produced to the royal treafury of
fourteen lacks of rupees per annum. At pre-
fent it isout of repair, dried up, and in many
places ailmoft deftroyed; and in the hands of
the Mahrattas, its prcfent pofleflbrs, the culti-
vation of the adjacent country fcarcely yields
a lack of rupees.
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CHAPTER IV.

Reft oration to her authority of the Begum Somroe
—account of Srdhannah—death and charac-
ter of Appalandaron—capture of  Samli—
Mr.  Thomas marches to Panuiput.

"RESUMINGour narrative after the fore-

going digreffion, it is neceffary to remark
that about this time Begum Somroo, whofe
deposition from authority we have before no-
ticed, ftill remained a prifoner at Sirdhannah,
In a manner the moft abject and defponding,
fhe addreffed Mr. Thomas; fhe ftated her gp~
prehenfions of being poifoned, or otherwife
put to death; affirmed that her only depend-
ance was on him, implored him to come to
her affiftance, and, finally, offered to pay any
fum of money the Mahrattas ihould require,
on condition they would reinftate her in her
Jaghire.

On receipt of thefe letters, Mr. Thomas, by
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an offer of 120,000 rupees, prevailed on Bap-
poo Scindia to make a movement towards
Sirdhannah. Convinced from his former ex-
perience, that unlefs he could gain over a part
of the troops under Zaffcr Yab Khan to the
Begum's intereft, not only his exertions would
be fruitlefs, but that flic herfelf would be ex-
isted to the greateft perfonal danger, he
therefore fet on foot a negotiation for this pur-
pofe, in which having fuccecded, he marched
and encamped with his whole force at the
village of Kathoolee, eight cofs to the north-
egft of Sirdhannah. Here Mr. Thomas pub-
licly gave out that unlefs the Begum was re-
inftated in her authority, thofe who refilled
muft expect no mercy; and to give additional
weight to this declaration, he apprifed them
that he was acting under the orders of the
Mahratta chiefs.

This intimation was at firft attended with
defired effect. Part of the troops belonging
to the garrifon inftantly mutinied, confined
Zaffer Yab Kkan, and declared for the begum.
Mr. Thomas, however, who well knew that
no reliance could be placed on the capricious
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temper of troops accuftomed to frequent mu-
tinies, loft no time in advancing to Sirdhan-
nab, but before he reached that place, a coun-
ter-revolution had aready proclaimed the re-
storation of Sumroo's fon.

Efcorted by only fifty horfe of approved
fidelity, Mr. Thomas entered the cantonments,
having at the time he fet out directed four
hundred of his infantry to follow him with all
poffiblc expedition; the arrival of the latter
force was particularly fortunate, as Zafler Yab
Khan, on Mr. Thomas's firft appearance, per-
ceiving him ilightly attended, thought he had
now got him into his power, and inftructed
his foldiers to threaten him with inftant death ;
but at that moment the reinforcement above-
mentioned arriving, and the mutineers think-
ing the whole Mahratta force was at hand, not
only gave over their defign, but now became
as fubmiffive as they had before been inlblent.

Abandoning the caufe of Somroo's fon, they
endeavoured, through the Begum's mediation,
to deprecate the refentment of the Mahratta
commanders; to this the Begum having con-
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fented, an oath of fidelity was adminiftered to
the troops, and (lie was finally reinftated in the
full authority of her Jaghire.

Somroo's ion, after being plundered of his
effects, was reconducted a prifoner to Delhi.
Part of the fum ftipulated was now paid to
Bappoo Scindia, and the remainder promifed.
An interview took place between the Begum
and the Mahratta chiefs, when every thing
being amicably adjufted, the army quitting
Sirdhannah repaired to their refpective defti-
nations.

The reftoration of the Begum to her autho-
rity, affords us an opportunity of giving a de-
tailed account of her Jaghire.

Sirdhannah, the refidence of Begum Som-
roo, is the capital of a fmall principality, fitu-
atcd in the centre of the Dooab, in latitude
2(f 10' north, and about thirty-five coffes dii-
tant from Delhi. This Jaghire was from early
times rich and fruitful: it was firft peopled by
a Hindoo rgjah named Sirkhut. When the
famous Mali mood of Ghuzna invaded Hindoo-
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ftan, he fettled a colony of Muffulmans in this
diftricl, and diftributed lands to them in feve-
ral parts of the country. When the pofterity
of Timoor became firmly feated on the throne
of India, Sirdhannah was firft attached to the
province of Sehaurunpbre, fituated at trie head
of the Dooab, and at the foot of the mountains
called Sewalick. In the reign of Mahmood
Shah it was afligned as a J.aghire to the famous
Kummur Uddcen Khan; and fubfequent to
that period it was held by an omrah named
Yacoob Ali Khan, of the court of Alumgeer
the Second.

On the death of that monarch, the province
of Sehaurunpore was poffeffed by the Nawaub
Nujuff Khan, prime miniftcr to the prcfent
king, and he allotted Sirdhannah and its de-
pendancy to Somroo, a German, who had been
in the fenice of Coffim Ali Khan, the depofed
fubah of Bengal. This man is well known to
the Englifh by the ibarc he bore in the dread-
ful cataftrapheof Patna. On the death of
Somroo, which happened in the year 1//0,
NujufF Khan delivered over the pergunnah to
his widow the prclent Begum, on condition of
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her keeping up a force of three battalions of
infantry for the protection of the province.

When Nujuff Khan died, the Begum ftill
kept poffeffion of her jaghire, from which time
until the period we are fpeaking of, her fitua-
tion has been fully detailed in recent publica-
tions.*

The habitation of Begum Somroo is in a
large and fpacious inclofure, equal in many
relpecls to a fortified town. The houfe is well
built, and handfomely furnilhed, partly after
the European and partly after the Hindooltany
ftyle: theic blended together have a lingular
though not upon the whole an unplcaling ap-
pearance. Hofpitablc in her manner, the Be-
gum's table is furniflied with every thing the
country can afford. European articles of all
iinds are procured from Calcutta.

It has been the conftant and invariable ufage
of this lady to exact. from her fubjecls and jcr-

vants the moll rigid attention to the cuftoms

Consult the History of Shah Aulum.
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of Hindooftan. She is never feen out of doors,
or in her public durbar unveiled.

Her officers and others, who have bufinefs
with her, prefent themfelves oppofite the place
where fhe fits. The front of her apartments
is furnifhed with chirgnes or Indian fcreens,
thefe being let down from the roof. In this
manner flic gives audience, and tranfacts bufi-
nefs of all kinds. She frequently admits to
her table the higher ranks of her European
officers, but never admits the natives to come
within the inclofure. On dinner being an-
nounced, twenty or thirty of her female attend-
ants, moft of them chriftians, repairing to the
outer door, there receive the difhes and place
them upon table; they wait on the company
during the rcpaft, which is aways, plentiful
and well ferved.*

* Begum Somroo is about forty-five years of age, small
in stature, but inclined to be plump. Her complexion is
very fair, her eyes black, large, and animated; her dress
perfectly Hindoostany, and of the most costly materials.
She speaks the Persian and Hindoostany languages with
fluency, and in her conversation is engaging, sensible, and
spirited.
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The Begum being thus reftorcd to her au-
thority, Mr. Thomas next received orders to
proceed to Samli, and puniih the commandant
of that place for his conducl in encouraging
the feiks in their intended incuriions into the
Dooab, and having communicated to them the
defencelefs ftate of the upper provinces.

After a fatiguing and difficult march of
thirty cofs in one day, Mr. Thomas arrived be-
fore Samli.* An aftion took place, in which
the commandant, after a moil gallant refifi-
ance, was defeated, and compelled to retreat
into the town. Mr. Thomas, perceiving the

* Samli is a large town situated near the head of the
Dooab, in the province of Schaurunpore. It is two miles
in circumference, and contains many handsome houses both
of brick and stone. The streets intersect each other at
jpight angles, and have separate gates at their entrances,
which at night are shut for the security of the inhabitants-
At Samli is a large bazar and a mint where money used
formerly to be coined. But the trade of this place, like
many others in the Dooab, is now much on the decling;
and, with the exception of a few coarse cloths, the manu-
factures are at a stand. In its present state, the villages
attached to the pergunnah of Samli yield a revenue of
about 50,000 rupees, though in the flourishing times of the
empire it was far more consderable.
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neceffity of bringing this affair to a fpeedy
conclufion, in the evening of the fame day
gave orders for an aflault, and carried the
place by ftoim. The commandant, his fon,
and moft of his adherents, were cut to pieces.

Having arranged the affairs of Samli, and
appointed a civil governor on the part of the
Mahrattas, Mr. Thomas repaired to the camp
of Bappoo Scindia, with whom, by order of
Appakandarow, he now acted in concert.

Bappoo Scindia, when joined by Mr. Tho-
mas, was employed in the reduction of Luc-
nowty, a place of confiderablc ftrength. A
practicable breach being effected, preparations
were made for ftorming; when the command-
ant, feeing he was likely to be unfuccefsful in
defending the fort, to fave a further effufion
of blood, came privately to Mr. Thomas's
tent, and there made terms for the delivery of
the place, which, on the enfuing morning,
were performed with punctuality.

A circumftance now arofe which had con-
fiderable effect not only with regard to the im~
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mediate fituation of Mr. Thomas's affairs, but
in changing the future fortune of his eventful
life.

Two days previous to the reduction of Samli,
he received a letter from Appakandarow, in
which that chief informed Mr. Thomas, that
from continued illnefs his pains were augment-
ed to a degree which had now become into-
lerable, and no hopes appearing of recovery
from the cruel dillempcr under which he la-
boured, he had determined to put a period to
his mifery by avoluntary death ! For this pur-
pofe he was on his way to the Ganges, but re-
guelled of Mr. Thomas to come and fee him
once more before the fcene was clofed for ever.

On receipt of this intelligence, Mr. Thomas
fet out immediately to meet, and, if poflible,
afford confolation to his defponding chief; but
he had not advanced far, when the melancholy
intelligence reached him of Appakandarow's
having voluntarily drowned himfelf in the
river Jumna.

Such was the end of Appakandarow, a chief
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intrepid and enterprizing, who, amid the trans-
actions of later times, and the various revolu-
tions of Mahratta politics in Hindooftan, had
borne an active and diftinguifhcd part.

The death of Appa was on feveral accounts
unfavourable to Mr. Thomas's interefts. Vavon
Kow, his nephew and fuccellbr, was a youth
vain and inexperienced, and better adapted to
the life of an accomptant than that of a general.

Inftigated by the fuggeftions of perfons who
furrounded him, the incautious youth was
perfuaded to demand rcftitution from Mr.
Thomas of the diftricts which had been given
him by his uncle, as an honorable reward for
the fervices he had performed. Agreeably to
this rcfolution, he had the weakncfs to order
his troops to take poffeffion of the diftrich in
queftion.

Mr. Thomas, indignant at a conduct he fo
little merited, peremptorily refufed compliance
with the order. He reprefented to that chief,
by letter, the impropriety of his prcfent pro-
ceedingj declared his firm refolution to main-
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tain poffeffion of the diftricls; pointed out to
him the fatal effects that muft neceffarily arife
to both parties if the quarrel was purfued fur-
ther; and, finally, for the fake of peace, and
to prevent future difagreements, acquainted
Vavan Row that he was willing to pay a film
of money if left in quiet poffeffion.

Thefe remonftrances, however founded on
reafon or juftice, were of no avail: Vavon Row
would liften to no terms but the implicit cef-
fion of the whole. The matter could there-
fore only be decided by art appea to the fword.

OnMr. Thomas'sarrival at Hoffellee, alarge
village forming part of his pofleffions, he per-
ceived it in the hands of the enemy ; and Va-
von Row, prepared to defend it, encamped
under the walls of the fort.

Unwilling to pufh matters to an extremity,
if by any means it could be avoided, Mr. Tho-
mas drew off his force to afmall diftance, and
gave particular orders to his own people to for-
bear all acts of hoftility on their part. This
mode of conduct was of no avail; for the

G
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troops of Vavon Row coming daily from their
own camp, infulted and fired upon Mr. Tho*
mass men, by which feveral of them were fe-
Terely wounded.

The enemy, reinforced by a large body of
the peafantry, and headed by the zemindars
of their refpeflive villages, were now become
fo formidable, that Mr. Thomas refolved to
bring the bufinefs to aniflue. He accordingly
attacked them. The affar was quickly de
cided; the enemy fled in all direftions; and
the greater part, having taken lhelter in the
fort of Kuffollec, were followed by Mr. Tho-
mas, who immediately commenced the fiege
of that place. Having eredted batteries, he
ordered the grates for heating (hot to be got in
readinefs; which being done, he fired fo fuc-
cefsfully with red-hot fhot, that he quickly
compelled them to furrender at difcretion.

It was now agreed that an interview be
twixt Mr. Thomas and Vavon Row |hould
take place at Kanond, whither the former had
marched for that purpofe. On his arrival,
however, Vavon Row, pretending to be fearful
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of treachery, refufed to come out of the fort;
and Mr. Thomas, for fimilar reafons, was un-
willing to enter it. The negotiations were
therefore broken off; and Mr. Thomas, conti-
nuing to confider this Mahratta chief as an
enemy, led his troops toward the frontiers.

This meafurc was rendered more neceffary,
and his attention called to the defence of his
northern purgunnahs, which had recently been
invaded by the feiks.

But the mention of this remarkable people,
leading us afide for a while from the ordinary
courfe of our narrative, invites a detail of the
prefent ftate of the Punjaub, or country fitu-
ated between the Indus and the Sutledge.
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CHAPTER V.

Geographical description of the Punjab,—of the
feiks, their manners, cufloms, forces, and re-
fources.,

HE extenfive and fertile country defcribcd

by Arrian and other antient hiftorians, as

comprehended within thefivegreat rivers, the

Hydafpes, the Hydraotes, the Acefines, the

Hyphaiis, and the Sutledge, is, by modern geo-
graphers, denominated Punjab.

On thenorth it is bounded by the mountains
inhabited by the tribe called Y oofuf Zey; on
the call by the mountains of Nairn, Serinna-
ghur and Jumbo; on the well by the river
Sind or Attock ;* and on the fouth by the dis-
tricts of Panniput, and the province of Harri-
anah. It istwo hundred and fifty coiTes from

* This river above the city of Attock is cdled by the
natives Aba .Sen.
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north to fouth, and nearly one hundred from
edft to weft. Notwithstanding the ftate of
warfare in which the chiefs of Punjab are con-
ftantly involved, the country is in a ftate of
high cultivation ; and though the population
be gret, grain is cheaper than in any other
part of India. This advantage in a great mea
fure is derived from the numerous rivers by
whichitiswatered. Advancing from the fbuth,
atraveller meets inrapid fucceffion the Serlboty,
the Cugger, the Chowah, and the Sutledge.

The Serfooty, after paffing the towns of
Mooftufabad, Shahabad, and TehnafTer, and
overflowing the country on each of its banks,
joins itfelf to the Cugger to the north-weft of
Kaythul.

The Cugger, on the contrary, after paffing
the towns of Bunnoor, Seyfabad, Puttialah,
Jowhana, and Jomalpore, enters the country of
the Batties at the town of Arwah, formerly the
capital of the diftrict. The Chowah, in like
manner, after paffing through an extenfive
traft of country which it fertilizes and en-
riches, is finally loft in the funds of Sonaum.
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The Punjab yields to no part of Indiain fer-
tility of foil; it producesin the greateft abund-
ance, fugar-cane, wheat, barley, rice, pulfe of all
forts, tobacco, and various fruits; and it is afo
well fupplied with cattle. The principal manu-"
failures of this country are fwords, match-locks,
cotton cloths, and filks both coarfe and fine.

This nation, if united, could bring into the
field from fifty to fixty thoufand cavalry, but
it is Mr. Thomas's opinion that they will never
unite or be {0 formidable to their neighbours
as they have heretofore been. Internal com-
motions and civil ftrife have of late years gene-
rated a fpirit of revenge and difunion among
the chiefs, which it will take along time to
overcome.

The number of cavalry which it is fuppofed
this nation was able to aifemble hes been con-
fiderably over-rated, in confequence of a cuftom
which formerly obtained among the Seiks, of
forming an aflbciation of their forces under a
particular chief. From this aflbciation of their
forces they had the genera interefts of the
community in.view. To thofe who were ig-
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norant of the fecret caufes of the aflbciation,
thisjunction of forces was frequently miftaken
for the army of anindividual; and this error
was perhaps increafed by the natural partiality
of the Seiks themfelvesto magnifythe force and
enhance the character of their own nation.

It has been remarked, that the Seiks are able
to colled from fifty to fixty thoufand horfe;
but, to render this number effective, thofe who
do not take tfie field, or who remain at home
to guard their poffeffions, muft be included.

Estimating the force of the different diftricfb,
the aggregate will be feen in the fubjoined
fchedule.*

Cavalry.
* The districts south of the Sutledge, - 15,000
The Ddoab, or country between the Sutledge
and Beyah, . . 8,000
Between the Bcyah and Rowee, - 11,000
Force of Bugheel Sing, chief of Patt|alah - 12,000
The countries above Lahore, the inhabitants of
which are chiefly under the influence of
Runjeet Sing, 11,000
To which may be added the force of leamud
deen Khan, 5,000
Roy Elias, - 1,3000
Other Pattn chieft, in pay of the Selks - 800

Grand total - 64,000
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By this ftatement it will appear that the en-
tire force of this nation, exclufive of the diftrict:
held by Zemaun Shah, eaftward of the Attock,*
can amount to no more than fixty-four thou-
fand men, and of thefe two-thirds might pro-
bably take the field, were a chief of experience
and enterprize to appear amongft them ; but
thisin Mr. Thomas's opinion is highly impro-
bable. The chief of mofi: confequence at pre-
fent is Runjeet Sing: he having poflciTion of
Lahore, which may be termed the capital of
the Punjab, has acquired a decided afcendancy
over the other chiefs, though he be frequently
in a ftate of warfare with bis neighbours who
inhabit that part of the country fituatcd be-
tween the Beyah and the Rawee. This chief
is deemed by the natives as the moft powerful
among them. He poffeffes one thoufand horfe,
which are his own property.

The repeated invafion of the Punjab by fmall
armies, of late years, affords a convincing proof
that the national force of the felks cannot be

* These digricts are computed to reach from Sirhind to
the hanks of that river.
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fo formidable as has been reprefented. Severa
inftances occur in fupport of this affcrtion. Not
many years fmce, Dara Row Scindia invaded it
at the head of ten thoufand men; though not
more than fix thoufand of that number deferved
the name of troops, the remainder being a defpi-
cablerabble. Thoughjoined on his march by
two chiefs, Buggeel Sing and Kurrum Sing, he
was at length oppofed by Sahib Sing, the chief
of Fyzealpore. That chief was encamped under
the walls of Kuflbor,* having the river Cugger
in his front; was defeated in an engagement,
and the enfuing day the fort furrendered. Sa-
hib Sing then agreed to pay the Mahrattas a
fum of money, and moft of the chiefs fouth of
the Sutledge having by this time fubmitted to
Dara Row, apportion was at an end.

It was fucceffively invaded by the armies of
Ambajee, Bala Row, and Nana Furkiah, who
drove the feiks repeatedly before them.

In 1800 Mr. Thomas himfelf entered their
country at the head of five thoufand troops and

* Kussoor, afort south of the river Sutledge
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fixty pieces of artillery; and though by the
instigation of enemies, who promifed them
affiftance, the chiefs fouth of the Sutledge and
in the Dooab (or country between the two
rivers*) combined againft him, yet he pene-
trated as far as the Sutledge. During that
Campaign he never fawimore than ten thoufand
Seiksiqg onearmy : heremained in their coun-
try fix months, two of which were pafled
without competition, and he finally compelled
them to purchafe peace.

Of late years the rajah of Serinnagur has
likewife made fame conqueftsin Punjab, chiefly
between the Beyah and the Sutledge; and Ni -
zamuddeen K han, the patan before mentioned,
has alfo acquired territory yielding a revenue
of three lacks of rupees per annum.

The Seiks, though united, have never made
any confiderable oppofition againft the force of
Zemaun Shah, who has frequently attacked
them \ but it may be urged, that a great dif-
ference is to be expected from a formidable

* The Beyah and the Sutledge
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army of fixty thoufand men, led on by the Shah
in perfon, and the princes of the blood, com-
pared with the detached bodies aready de-
fcribed. Hence it would appear that this na-
tion is not fo formidable as they have been
reprefented, and in all probability they never
will be formidable when oppofed by regular
troops.

The Selks are armed with a fpear, match-
lock, and fcymetar. Their method of fight-
ing, as defcribed by Mr. Thomas, is Angular:
after performing the requifite duties of their
religion by ablution and prayer, they comb
their hair and beards with peculiar care ; then
mounting their horfes, ride forth towards the
enemy, with whom they engage in a continued
fkirmifh, advancing and retreating until man
and horfe become equally fatigued. They then
draw off to fome diftance from the enemy, and
meeting with cultivated ground, they permit
their horfes to graze of their own accord, while
they parch a little gram for themfelves ; and
after fatisfying nature by this frugal repaft, if
the enemy be near, they renew the fkirmifhing.
.Should he have retreated they provide forage
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for their cattle, and endeavour to procure a
meal for themfelves.

Seldom indulging in the comforts of a tent,
whilft in the enemy's country, the repaft of a
feik cannot be fuppofed to be either fumptuous
or elegant. Seated on the ground with a mat
fpread before them, a bramin, appointed for the
purpofe, ferves out a portion of food to each
individual, the cakes of flour which they eat
during the meal ferving them in the room of
dimes and plates.*

The feiks are remarkably fond of the flefh

* Does not this circumstance recall our ideas to the si-
tuation of Aneas and his companions, shortly after their
landing on the coast of Italy ? The condition of Aneas
exhibits a specimen of primeval simplicity of manners
among the Romans, no less singular than the coincidence .
of cuftoms exifting in Punjab at the present day appear*
strikingly interesting.

Consumtis hie forte aliis, ut vertere morsus
Exiguam in Cererem penuria adegit edendi,
Et violare manu malisq. audacibus orbem
Fatalis crtifti, patulis nee parcere quadris,

Jieus ! etium mensas consumimus, inquit lulus.
Virg, An. lib. 7.



GEORGE THOMAS. 109

of thejungle hog, which they kill in the chace:
this food is allowable by their law They, like-
wife eat of mutton and fifh ; but thefe being
deemed unlawful the bramins will not partake,
leaving thofe who chufe to tranfgrefs their in-
ftitutes to anfwer for themfelves. In the city
or in the field the fciks never fmoke tobacco:
they are not, however, averfe to drinking fpi-
rituous liquors, in which they fometimesin-
dulge to an immoderate excefs ; and they like-
wife freely take opium, bang, and other intoxi-
cating drugs. In their convivial parties each
man is compelled to drink out of his own
vcflel.

Accuftomed from their earlieft infancy to a
life of hardfhip and difficulty, the feiks defpife
the comforts of a tent; in lieu of this, each
horfemart is furnifhed with two blankets, one
for himfelf and the other for his horfe. Thefe
blankets, which are placed beneath the faddle,
with a gram bag and heel ropes, comprize, in
time of war, the baggage of a feik. Their
cooking utenfils are carried on tattoos. Con-
fidering this mode of life, and the extraordinary
rapidity of their movements, it cannot be



110 MEMOIRS OF

matter of wonder if they perform marches,
which, to thofe who are only accuftomed to
European warfare, muft appear almoft in-
credible.

The Seiks, among other cuftoms fingular in
their nature, never fuffer their hair or beards
to be cut: confequently, when mounted on
hodeback, their black flowing locks and hal£-
naked bodies, which are formed in the ftouteft
and mod athletic mould, the glittering of
their arms, and the fizc and fpecd of their
horfes, render their appearance impofing and
formidable, and fuperior to mod of the ca
valry of Hindoofhm.

In the ufe of their arms, efpecialy the
matchlock and fabre, they arc uncommonly
expert; fomc ufe bows and arrows. In ad-
dition to the articles of drefs which have been
defcribed in recent publications * of the times,
M r. Thomas mentions that the arms and wrifts
of the Seiks are decorated with bangles of gold,
filver, brafs, and iron, according to the circum-

* Consult the History of Sheh Aulum.
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ftances of the wearers;, but among the chiefs
of the refpcclive tribes, the horfe-furniturc, in
which they take the greateft pride (and which,
with the exception of the inlaying of their
fire-arms, is their luxury), is uncommonly
fplendid; for, though a feik will fcruple to
expend the moft trifling fum on his food or
clothing, he will fpare no expence in endea-
vouring to excel his comrades in the furniture
of his horfe, and in the richnefs and bright-
nefs of his armour ; a circumftance which ap-
pears to bear no inconfiderable refemblance to
the cufloms of the ancient Spartans.*

Confiderable fimilarity irt their general cuf-
toms may be traced with thofe of the Jauts*
Though thefe in fome diflrifls apparently vary,
the difference is not material; and their per-
mitting an interchange of marriages with the
Jauts of the Dooab and Harrianah, amounts
almoft to a conclufive proof of their affinity
of origin.

The Seiks allow foreigners of every defcrip-
tion tojoin their ftandard, to fitin their com-

* See Cornelius Nepos, and Pausanias.
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pany, and to (have their beards; but, excepting
in the inftance of the Jauts, they will not con-
sent to intermarriages ; nor will they eat or
drink from the hands of an alien, except he
be a bramin, and for this caft they always pro-
fefs the higheft veneration.

If, indeed, fome regulations which are in
their nature purely military, and which were
introduced by their founder Nanick, be ex-
cepted, it will be found that the Seiks are nei-
ther more or lefs than Jauts in their primitive
ftate.

Thus far, fays Mr. Thomas, we have fcen
the fair fide of the picture; let us now con-
fider the reverfe—The Seiks are falfe, fangui-
nary, and faithlefs ; they are addicled to plun-
der, and the acquirement of wealth by any
means, however nefarious.  Inftances have oc-
curred of a child's arm being raifed againft
his parent, and of brothers deftroying each
other.

Women amongft them are held in little
eftimation, and though ill treated by their
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hufbands, and prohibited from accompanying
them in their wars, thefe unhappy femades ne-
vertheless attend to their domeflic concerns
with a diligence and fcduloufnefs deferving of
a better fate.

Infbnces, indeed, have not unfrequently
occurred, in which they have actualy taken
up arms to defend their habitations from the
defultory attacks of the enemy, and through-
out the contcft behaved thcmfelves with an
intrepidity of fpirit highly praifeworthy.

In the feik army, the modes of payment are
various. but the mofl common is at the time
of harveft, when every foldier receives the
amount of his pay in grain and other articles,
the produce of the country ; to fome is given
money in fmall fums, and to others lands are
allotted for their maintenance. Three-fifths
of the horfcs of the Punjab are the property of
the different chieftains: the remainder belong
to the peafantry who have become fcttlers.

Afeik foldier hasafo his portion of the plun-
der acquired in the courfe of a campaign : this
is fet nfide as a reward for his fervices; and

u
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in addition to it, he fometimes increafes his
gain by fecreting part of the public plunder.

The nature of the feik government is An-
gular, and probably had its origin in the un-
fettled ftate of the tribe when firft eftablifhed
in their pofleffions.  Within his own domains
each chief is lord paramount. He exerts an
cxclufive authority over his vaTds, even to the
pow'er of life and death; and to increafe the
population of his diftrics, he proffers a ready
and hofpitablc afylum to fugitives from all
parts of India. Hence, in the feik territories,
though the government be arbitrary, there ex-
ifts much left caufc for oppreffion than in many
of the neighbouring ftates; and hence likewife,
the cultivator of the foil being liable to fre-
guent change of mailers, by the numerous re-
volutions that are perpetually occurring, may
be confidered as one of the caufes of the fluc-
tuation of the national force.*

* In the above sketch of the situation and resources of
the seik nation, Mr. Thomas does not include the terri-
tories of Zemaun Shall lying est of the Attock; part of
which were, during the reigns of the emperors, included in
the Punjab, and may therefore be considered as belonging
toit.
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CHAPTER VI.

Mr. Thomas defeats the Seiks—concludes an ad-
vantageous treaty—difagreement with  Bappoo
S'mdia—Mr. Thomas forms the dejign of gla-
bli/Jilng himfelf as an independent chief-—for
that purpofe felects the province of Hurrianah
—his eflablifhment at Hanfi.

SUCH was the tribe againft which Mr. Tho-

mas now prepared to march. Leaving a
force competent to the defence of Jyjur, which
he expected would be attacked by Vavon Row,
he marched to Karnal, near which the Seiks
lay.

Four fucceilive actions took place, attended
with confiderable lofs on both fides; Mr. Tho-
mas having loll five hundred men, and the
Seiks double that number. Both partiesin-
clining to peace, a treaty was concluded, by
which the Seiks agreed to evacuate the pro-
vince, which was accordingly done,

H 2
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As Mr. Thomas had forefeen, he now re-
ceived intelligence of Vavon Row having laid
fiege to Jyjur, to defend which he immediate-
ly marched back. On his approach, Vavon
Row thought proper to retire.  Mr. Thomas
next determined to punifh Cafhmirce Bolec,
who, as before ftated, had been the author and
fomenter of all the differences which had oc-
curred betwixt him and Vavon Row. Mr.
Thomas, therefore, fell fuddenly on the per-
gunnah of Dadercc, which belonged to Cadi-
mirce Bolee, and laid it under contribution.

From hence he was caled away to affift Ba-
poo Scindia againit a body of Rohillas, who,
inftigated by Nevil Sing, a ieik chief, had
croffed the Ganges, and invaded his pofleffions
near the head of the Dooab. But previous to
Mr. Thomas's arrival, the Mahratta chief had
not only defested the IRvaders, but followed
up his blow by laying fiege to the enemy's
capital.

A body of Sciks had affembled to aflifl; him;
but, on the approach of Mr. Thomas's force,
thought proper to feparate; and Bapoo Scin-
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dia, not deeming the capture of this fort worth
the trouble it would take to gain poffeffion, of
his own accord foon after raifed the fiege, and
returned to Seharunporc. Mr. Thomas re-
mained with his force at Soneput, acity twen-
ty-fix miles fouth of Panniput, the neighbour-
ing country, barren and defblate.

North of this city is a maufoleum erected
by Khizzer Khan, a Patan nobleman, descend-
ed from the royal family of Sheer Shah. This
building is an octagon, furmounted by a Spe
cious dome, and ornamented at the top with
a cullis of copper gilt. The interior of the
maufoleum is of grey ftone, the cornices are
cmhclliflicd with fculpture ornaments of red
freeftohe, and around the lower part of the
.dome runs a ftone border, on which ae en-
graved verfes from the Koran in Arabic cha-
racters. The front of the building is decorated
with rofes cut in frceftonc, of a brown colour;
the whole uncommonly delicate, and has been
finiftied with more than ufual attention.

The pergunnah of Soneput compofes part
of the Jaghire of Defmouk, fon-in-law of Scin-
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dia, and yields an income of feventy-five thou-
sand rupees. But in the reign of the emperor
Mahomed Shah, this pergunnah, in confe-
quence of the benefit it derived from its vici-
nity to the noble cana of AH Mcrdan Khan,
is faid to have yielded a revenue of nine lacks

of rupees.

In the environs of Soneput, a traveller firft
meets with the cofs minar, or Indian mile-ftone.
It is around pillar of brick, ten feet in height,
and placed on each fide of the road, at the
diftance of about three Englifh miles from
each other. They were ereded by order of
the emperor Jehan Gheer, and formerly ex-
tended from Labor to Agra. Adjoining to each
of thefe pillars is awell, lined with brick, near
which are (lone benches exprefdy for the ac-
commodation of travellers.

Mr. Thomas had not long remained at Sone-
put, when rumours of the arrival of Zemaun
Shah, king of Cabul, at Lahore, induced Bap-
poo to meet and confult with him on the pre-
fent emergency.
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M r. Thomas accordingly repaired to Bappoo;
but his troops having again fallen in arrears,
were become clamorous for payment: this
conduct giving offence to Bappoo, a mifun*
derftanding took place between him and Mr.
Thomas, when the latter in difguft marched
away.

He was foon after attacked by Bappoo's
force, who, on hearing of the retreat of the
fliah, had determined on punilhing Mr. Tho-
mas for what he termed his late mifbehaviour.
An action enfued; but the commander of
Bappoo's troops being wounded in the conflict,
he thought proper to remove to a diftance.

An amicable arrangement between the par-
ties would now have taken place, had not the
Seiks in Bappoo's army, aware of Mr. Tho-
mass intention to enter the Punjab, ufed their
utmof| exertions to widen the difference. Hos-
tilities being again renewed, an action took
place at the paflage of the Jumna; and though
the country people had by this timejoined the
Mahrattas, Mr. Thomas, by a fpirited attack,
compelled them to leave him a free paflage.
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Straitened for provifions, he proceeded on
his route to the north-eaft frontier. In his
retreat, he was followed by Bappoo's army ;
and the troops of Begum Somroo, as afo thofo
of Ragojee, governor of Delhi, had now in-
creafed the number of his enemies.

Over this combined force, however, he
proved victorious, and having deieated the
enemy in every attempt to interrupt him on
his march, he at length reached the neigh-
bourhood of Panniput. Here, on account of
his inferiority in force, he was compelled for
the prcfent not only to relinquifli the frontier
towns, but to confine himfclf to Jyjur. Thi-
ther he iliortly after arrived. Unable to fatisfy
the demands of his troops, Mr. Thomas now
determined to levy contributions on the terri-
tories of his neighbours.  For this purpofe he
led his army to Oreecha, a large and populous
town belonging to the rgjah of Jypore.

As a ranfom for this place, Mr. Thomas de-
manded of the governor alack of rupees; which
being denied, he ftormed and took poffeffion
of the city. The fort, which was feparate, ftill
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holding out, he was on the point of making a
fecond aflault, when the killadar agreed to ran-
fom both for fifty-two thoufand rupess. Dur-
ing the negotiations the town had unfortunate-
ly been fet on fire; which burnt fofiercely, that
it was with difficulty extinguifhed, and not
until goods to the amount of fevera lacks of
rupees had been totally cenfumed.

About this time a reconciliation was effecl-
cd betwixt Mr. Thomas and Vavon Row,
when it was agreed to agjuft all former differ-
ences; and Mr. Thomas, to evince the recon-
ciliation was on his part fincere, brought under
obedience to Vavon Row fevera refractory
zemindars.  He now entered the Jypore coun-
try the fecond time; and the Meenas, a thievifh
tribe inhabiting a part 06f the country on his
route, about thirty cofs north of Jypore, having
formerly invaded Vavon Row's pofleffions, Mr.
Thomas attacked them in force, and in a very
fliort time annihilated this neft of banditti.
After thefe tranfactions, Mr. Thomas returned
to Jyjur.

At this place, about the middle of the year
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1798, he firfr. formed the eccentric and ardu-
ous defign of erecting an independant princi-
pality for himfelf. The country of Hurrianah,
which, from the troubled ftate of the times,
had (or many years acknowledged no mafter,
but became in turn the prey of each fucceed-
ing invader, appeared to him as beft adapted
for the execution of his purpofe.

The fcarcity of water, however, in this part
of India, induced Mr. Thomas to poftpone his
intended expedition until the approach of the
rainy feafon. Having reinforced his army,
and being well provided with every thing ne-
ceffary to enfure fuccefs, he commenced his
march.

His fijft attack was directed againft the
town and fort of Kanhoree, the inhabitants of
which place were notorious for their thievifli
depredations. Advancing with celerity, Mr.
Thomas, according to his ufua cuftorh, at-
tempted to carry the place by ftorm. In this,
however, he was not only prevented by the
fpirited conduct of the enemy, but compelled
to retreat with the lofs of three hundred of his
men.
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In confequence of this fevere check, it be-
came neceffary to fortify his camp; and the
conftant and heavy rains which now fell pre-
venting his ereting batteries, he fortified a
chain of pofts round the town, and thereby-
prevented any fuccour from without.

The garrifon he well knew was ftraitened
for provifions; and the fiege, thus converted
into a blockade, augmented their diftrefs. The
enemy, by frequent fallies, endeavoured to in-
terrupt Mr. Thomas's operations. In one of
thefe, an attack was made on the redoubt oc-
cupied by himfelf. In the confufion attend-
ant on a bufinefs of this nature, the greater
part of his people, being panic-ftruck, ran
away. Mr. Thomas was thus reduced to a
fituation truly critical: five men only remained
with him of the infantry, to whom had been
allotted the particular charge of his fire-arms,
confifting of piftols and blunderbuffes of alarge
fize. With thefe, and the affiftance'of a few
horfemen, who had likewife adhered to him,
he maintained the poft for a confiderable time
againft every effort of the enemy; and at
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length, by repeated and well-directed dif-
charges, compelled them to retreat.

A few days after this occurrence, the wea-
ther becoming more favourable, and Mr. Tho-
mas having rallied the fugitives, erected a bat-
tery, from which he fired with fuch good ef-
fect, as to bring down a confiderable part of
the wall; but night intervening before he
could prepare for ftorming, the affault was de-
layed until the enfuing day. It was however
rendered unneceffary by the enemy's having
evacuated the town during the night.

The beft and braveft men of Hurrianah
being in this town, Mr. Thomas reduced the
other places with but little rcfiftance. In a
fhort time he gained complete poffeffion of the
whole fouth part of the province; but the
north-weftern part being occupied by the Bat-
tics, the rajah of Pattyalah, and other feik
chieftains : colt him conflderable time and
much trouble to eftablifh his authority as far
as the river Cauggur.

The fucceiiful termination of this campaign,
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affords us an opportunity of prefenting a detail-
ed accatiiit of the country poffeffed by Mr.
Thomas; with fome relative obfervations on
the nature and quality of the foil, and on the
general character of its inhabitants.

In the diftricl; called Hurrianah, ninety miles
to the north-weft of Delhi, is the country of
Mr. George' Thomas. It extends eighty cofs
from north to fouth, and the fame diftancc
from edft to weft. To the northward it is
bounded by the poffeffions of Sahig Sing, chief
of Puttialah, on the north-we ft by the Batties,
weft by the dominions of Beykanecr, and fbuth
by Jypore, fouth-eaft by the pergunnah of Da-
daree, edft by the diftricls adjoining to Delhi,
and north-eaft by the cities of Rhotuck and
Panniput. That part of the country more
immediately occupied by Mr. Thomas, is in
fliape nearly oval, and extends from fixteen to
twenty-four cofs* in different directions. The
northern boundary is formed by the river Caug-
gur, beyond which are the feik territories. To
the fbuth it is bounded by the town of Behal,

Consult the map.
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edft by Mahim, and weft by Behadra, contain-
ing in all eight hundred villages.

Within this tract of country, as in moft
parts of Hurrianah, water is fcarce, more efpc-
cially during the hot fcafon. To remedy this
inconvenience, the inhabitants have confrruct-
ed wells of confiderable depth, not unfrequent-
ly from one hundred and twenty to one hun-
dred and fifty feet.

In addition to this each diftrict has two or
three tanks faced with ftone. Thefe afford a
plentiful fupply of water until the approach of
the hot winds of the enfuing feaibn, when
they are dried up. The number of wells dif-
fer according to the induftry of the refpective
inhabitants. At Hiffar, for inftance, are three
hundred ; at Hanfi, thirty; at Mahim, one
hundred; Tuhana has only fix; and fome of
the fmaller towns from two to five. In this
country the Cauggur river is of the greateft
fervicc to the, inhabitants. It is overflowed
during the rainy feafon by the acceffion of the
ftrcams which iflue from the mountains; and
on the retiring of the waters, leaves, like the
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waters of the Nile, a rich and grcafy earth,
which yields an abundant crop of the fineft
wheat. Other parts of Mr. Thomas's poffet
fions produce joar, rice, bajerah, and various
forts of pulfe, chunah, and barley; but the lat-
ter depends on the rain that may fall from the
month of O&ober to Chriftmas. Within the
aforementioned trait, the pafturage is uncom-
monly luxuriant, and produces perhaps the
largeft fupply of forage to be met with in any
part of Afia. The grafs in Hurrianah is alfo of
a very fuperior quality, both as to wholcfome-
nefs and nourifhment.  Hence the cattle excel
thofe of other parts. The climate is in gene-
ral falubrious; though, when the fandy and
defert country lying to the weftward becomes
heated, it is inimical to an European confti-
tution.

The peyook, or Guinea-worm, fo common in
leveral parts of Arabia and Perfia, is likewifc
extremely tfoublefome in this province. To
fome it proves dangerous; though it is remark-
ed by Mr. Thomas, this difordcr feldom at-
tacks Europeans, and is in general confined to
the peafantry of the country.
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The Peyook, or Guinea worm, the dracwt-
cuhrs peraarum of Koempfer,* is found chiefly
on the fhores of the Perfian gulf, and in the
fouthern parts of Perfia; more efpecialy in the
province of Carmania, and on the ifland of
Ormuz. The origin and progrefs of the dif-
order occafioncd by this lingular worm, is de-
fcribed by Kcempfer in his Amoenitatcs Ex-
otica, with fo much accuracy and fpirit, that
we hope to be pardoned in prefenting our
reeders with an extradt from this valuable
work, which, it is much to be regretted, has
not hitherto been given to our countrymen in
an Engliih drefs.f

* Vide Kccmpfer's Amoenitatcs Exoticae, Fasciculus 3d,
Observatiq 4th, p. 529.

T In lucem prodituri nuncia plerumquc est febricula, ut
plurimum ephemera, non nunquam in tertiam diem pro-
tracta, cum fetae partis rubidine et tumorc; in quo postri-
die exsurgit postula pisi magnitudine, tenera, aguosa, pel-
lucida, non raro atricolor: qua post unum aut alterum
diem sponte rupta vel acu aperta, prosilit lumbrici summus
apex, sive rostellum, ibidem hactenus absconditum, quod
pedetentim et religimm corpus undecungue subsequitur,
blanda attract ione quotidie solicitatum. Sagpe etiam
non nisi praevio partis dolore, et duritie vix sensibili
nascitur -, rupto ibidem, quo perpetuj sibi viam parat, ul-
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The natives of Hurrianah for a fuccefflon of
ages having been in a conftant ftate of warfare,

cusculo, sine epidermidis pustula. Excretio pro lumbrici
magnitudine et maturitate citiori, turn pro situ et loco gene-
rationisvario, facilior est aut difficilior, longior aut brevior:
raro autem pariter et vivus, frequentissime successvo tem-
pore, diebus circiter decern, exjrahitur. Omnium felicis-
sime egreditur, qui in scroti cavo absconditur, nam hunc,
barba exerta, vivum illico educimus, sine dolore et puru-
lenti ulceris incommodo. Supra rriusculurn aliquem in
crurc aut brachio non admodum dispersus jacens, vcl in
gyrum volutus, qualis oculo et tactu deprehenditur, intra
paucos dies, a quo maturare incipit, sine hotabili pure et
molestia, quin vel uno interdiim nisu extrahitur. Ex fe-
more et ulnis plerumque facili partu exit, diebus admodum
paucis. Sita vago ligamenta pedis involvens admodum
ch'fficulter, mora videlicet viginti vel amplius dierum, ex-,
cluditur, cum tabo quotidie copiosissme magnoque aegroti
cum dolore et incommodo.

The time when the worm is about to appear, is indi-
cated by slight feverish .symptoms in the patient; it is
sometimes protracted until the third day, when the part is
affected by a red tumor, which on the ensuing day be-
comes a pustule of a bright black : this breaking of itself,
or being pierced with a needle, the head or snout of the
Virorm makes its appearance, and as quickly withdraws it-
self from the touch, To extract the worm, great patience
and caution are necessary, as from unskilfulness in handling
it frequently breaks, which fiot only causes acute pain to

\
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pofifefs great perfonal bravery ; they are expert
in the ufe of arms, particularly in the exercife

the patient, but the part remaining degenerates into an in-
curable ulcer. The time necessary for extracting this worm
is longer or shorter, according to its size, but it is seldom
taken out entire before the expiration of ten days. It
sometimes lies dispersed above a muscle, at other times it
is found in the interstices of the muscles of the legs and
arms, or convoluted ; it is laid hold of with an armed
needle. A few days from the time in which it begins to
maturate it may be extracted without pain or any con-
siderable discharge of matter, except when it iswithdrawn
by a first attempt. From the thighs and arm-pits it makes
an essy exit within a few days: when it appears among the
tendons of the feet, great delay is experienced. It takes
tip twenty days in the operation, which is moreover attend-
ed with a copious discharge of matter, and severe pam to
the patients

The general mode adopted in India for the extraction
of this worm, is by means of a small round piece of bam-
boo, to which is attached a thread. This being fixed to
the worm, so much of the thread is wound round the
body as to prevent its retiring again within the flesh. In
this state it remains until the ensuing day, when alittle
more is added to the former, until the whole is extracted.
By this curious process, it is easy to be perceived the ex-
treme care that is necessary to prevent its breaking.

Travellers have at various times been afflicted with this
disorder ; for myself | never experienced it, though it was
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of the lance, fabre, and the matchlock ;* but
though brave, they are in diipofition cruel,
treacherous, and vindictive; and when en-
gaged in domeftic quarrels, fcruple not to kilt
their antagonift on the flighteft and moft trivial
occafions.

For his capital, Mr. Thomas feleded the
town of Hanfi;f this place is fituate ninety

common to the inhabitants of Persia, during my residence
in that country, many years snce. The spirited and in-
telligent Bruce got it after his return from Abyssinia to
Grand Cairo. In like manner thisworm is extracted from
the negroes on the coag of Africa, who attribute the cause
of this complaint to the badness of the water.

* Mr. Thomas adduced several instances of their despe
rate resolution, and almost invincible courage, once againgt
the celebrated Ismaul Beg, at the town of Bhowanny, and
a second time againg the attacks of Gopaul Row, the M ali-
ratta general. The army of the latter was defeated at
Sanghee, after an unsiccessful sege of forty days.

In an assault againgt the fort of Deighle, Appakandarow,
though attended by a sdect and well-appointed army, was
repulsed with consderable loss

T The subjoined schedule contains an accotint tolerably
accurate of the country ht\d by M r . Thomas, including the
I 2
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miles north-weft of Delhi, and nearly in the
centre of his newly-acquired domains. The
town Handing upon a hill is peculiarly well
adapted to a permanent refidence,

No water can be procured within feven cofs,
but the garrifon have an ample fupply of that

names of the separate pergunrialis, the number of villagea
formerly inhabited, compared with its present state; the
revenues, bearings, and distances of each pergunnah being
taken from Hansi, the capital.

l'mlmrrl Nember | Pt | Ces: benring
— .-‘.:.l.!.i:.rq-; ﬁ::\‘llij::l- T o f;:i.‘-\un.u.- I‘:::In ;lli‘::l::rn
el
Firn-i, - - &4 RN 6.],000‘ Com,
Kenwala, - - 46 13 PATCL S §] O(Ji}ll'l M.
Tohana, - - T o6 1,80000;, 2500031 N.
Jenusipare, - - kil i6 1 1,000 T, 0\]0:36 M. N.W.
Augrowd, - 0 3 TOAERY !(J(?O 23 N W,
Hargaur, LR X 1] LIy ma\m 12 W,
l;ahra, - P ] 15 O
Leedmuck, - - 4 SULAMY 244,
Yuvance, - B L ¥ ool 1. LAY 24 B, brs
Tefam, - - kg 1H "uwo] 1AM L 5,
Maheem, - - ! F ] 16 00 ...‘l,(li(.l 13 ]".. AT
Safvdeo, - - 21 L] HIDCDI I, CKJO G rNE
Jaing, . - J Ty 66 ] 200000 70000018 BN, E.
Caaohban, . | 11 000 18000184 N E.
1w i 20 |14 Sgon 86000

Reld by Mr.G'l homag

af the Alahrattan, ! i
Jigere, - - 50 w | 3poc00 soouold0 EO5F.
Byree, - - PL 15 Ay 140045 E, 8 E.
undotce, - - EX] 11 AT LU TV ECUTIE S 3
Mathoda, - - 4 4 [430gn% 100051 5 E,
Widlee, - -y W u | Lo 1eaooeds E o5 Fo

Tutatl 272 1 151 [ 540,000 1,1 8000

e e ——— ]

Crand Total | 1924 | 40t [e0,10,000 150,000



A.D. 1798] GEORGE THOMAS. 133

neceffary article from feveral wells within the.
fort. This circumftance renders difficult an
attack, except at the fcafon of the periodical
rains. " Here," fays Mr. Thomas, with that
energy and fpiritcd animation which diftin-
guifhed him throughout the fecnes of his ex-
traordinary life, " | eitablifhed my capital,
" rebuilt the walls of the city, long lince fallen
" into decay, and repaired the fortifications.
" As it had been long defcrted, at firi | found
" difficulty in procuring inhabitants, but by
' degrees and gentle treatment | felecled
" between five and fix thoufand perfbns, to
" whom 1 allowed every lawful indulgence.

" | eftablifhed a mint, and coined my own
" rupees, which | made current in my army
" and country ; as from the commencement
" of my career at Jyjur, | had rcfolved to
' cftablifh an independency, | employed work-
" men and artificers of all kinds, and | now
" judged that nothing but force of arms could
' maintain me in my authority. 1 therefore
' increafed their numbers, call my own artil-
" lery, commenced making mufquets, match-
" locks, and powder; and, in fhort, made the
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Deff preparations for carrying on an offen-
five and defenfive war; till at length having
gained a capital and country bordering on
the Sek territories | wifhed to put myfelf
in a capacity, when a favorable opportunity
ihould offer, of attempting the conqueft of
the Punjab, and afpired to the honour of
planting the Britifh flandard on the banks
" of the Attack."*

* To carry his plans into effect, and for the support of
his troops, M r. Thomas appropriated a part of the revenue
arising from the lands granted by the Mafcrattas, and with
much judgment and discernment, naturally inherent in
liberal minds, endeayoured to conciliate the affections of
his men by granting pensions to the widows and children
or neared relations of those soldierswho fell in his service.
These pensons, amounting to 40,000 rupees per annum,
were regularly paid to the respective claimants, a mode
which reflects the highest credit on Mr. Thomas's charac-
ter, but which had long snce been anticipated by the
wisdom of the British government in rewarding their ve-
teran spoys The payments were made every six months,
and the nearest relation of the deceased, whether officer
or soldier, received the half pay of Jiis rank. This and
the cxpence of casting cannon, the fabrication of small
arms, and purchase of warlike stores, consumed that part
of Mr. Thomas's revenues which he derived from the dis-
tricts granted him by the Mahrattas,as detailed in the fore-
going schedule.
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CHAPTER VII.

Reflections—Mr. Thomas refolves to invade the
accomit of that country.—Revenues, hifiory,
mnanners and cufloyns of the inhabitants.

H AV ING accompanied Mr. Thomas
through a feries of fervices, as intereft-
ing in their nature as fingular in their refult;
having beheld him from the fituation of a fu-
gitive, a friendlefs and deferted objeft, now by
the force of his own exertions, and an intrepi-
dity of fpirit fcarcely to be paralleled, obtain a
fituation feldom equalled by the mod fortunate;
we muft next proceed to trace the caufes and
defcribe the progrefs of thofe events which led
to a decline of his authority, and in the end,
as the only means of fafety and efcape from the
perfecution of numerous and inveterate foes,
compelled him to feek an alyjum in the terri-
tojies of his native fovereign.
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Not however to anticipate the order of events,
it will now be neceffary to recur to Mr. Tho-
mass fituafion when in pofleffion of his newly
acquired country. His mind having been long
intent on the reduction of the Punjab, he would
now have fet out on this intereftmg expedition,
but on areview of his troops made for the pur-
pole, he found his force infuffioient to the tal | f
and was therefore induced to have recourfe to
an excurfion into the Jypore dominions, which
had hitherto afforded a never-failing fupply to
his neceffities, and whofe ruler was in confc-
guence become his bitter enemy.

The fituation of the Jypore dominions, and
theirrel ativeimportanceamongtheftatesof Raj -
pootana, will juftify adetail of the ftrength and
internal refources of this interefting country.
The dominions of Jypore arc nearly one hundred
cofs from north to fouth, and fifty from eaft to
weft; they are bounded on the north by the
diftrict of Hurrianah, on the north-eaft by Alvar,
call by Karolee and Bhurtpoor, fouth by Kota,
Boondee and Mewar, fouth-weft by Kilheng?
1 r, weft by Ajmere and Joud-pore, and on the
r-orth-weft by the country of Beykaneer.
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The eaftern, north-eaftern, fouthcrn and
fouth-weftern parts of Jypore produce wheat,
cotton, tobacco, and in general whatever is
common to other parts of India; to which may
be added, excellent cattle, and abundance of
good copper.

The country in genera is watered from the
wells: the northern and north- weftern dirtricls
being fandy are not fo well fupplied with this
neceflary article as the midland parts; but in
that part of Jypore which is mountainous, the
flrcams that iffue from thence are of the high-
eft advantage to the cultivation of the foil.

The Rajpoots of Jypore are not efteemed fo
brave as thofe of Joudpore, for whichMr. Tho-
mas imagines three caufes may be afcribed \—
flrft, the encroachments of the prince on the
feudal fyftem, which obtained formerly in this
country, and which has contributed to render
the people abject and flavifh ; fecond, that their
armies are commanded by people whom they
neither love, fear, or refpecl; and thirdly, the
difference of climate, which is particularly ob-
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fervablc in a companion with the ftature and
pcrfonal comelinefs of the Rhatores with thofe
of Jypore, the inhabitants of the former being
by far more robuft in their make.

No Rgjpoot engages in trade, or any mecha-
nical occupation whatfoever: they are all,
without exception, either foldiers or hufband-
mcn.

They are of a high and unconquerable fpirit,
and do not think poverty any difhonour: on
the contrary they will often affert in conven-
tion, that provided a perfonfhall conduct him-
felf with propriety towards his neighbours, he,
whether poffefled of riches or not, is, in all re-
fpefts, to be confidered as a man of perfed ho-
nour.

Among other cuftoms peculiar to the Ragjpoots
the prefervation of female honour holds with
them a fuperior ftation ; fcandal uttered againft
the wife or daughter of a Rajpoot is never
forgiven, and death alone can expiate the
offence.
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This high fenfe of honour has, however, ren-
dered them of all other people moft circumfpect
in converfation, and they are careful of giving
offence; fhould a Rajpoot fufpect a perfonin-
clined to flight him, he will not only forego
every profpecl of advantage to be derived from
the ufual mode of reconciliation, by the mutual
.exertion of common friends, but will even make
a circuitous route to avoid paffing by the habi-
tation of his antagonift.  This feverity of man-
ners may appear to ftrangers, at afirft view, to
be prohibitory; but a long refidence in the
country, and intimate acquaintance with the
manners and cuftoms of this extraordinary
people, have long fince convinced Mr. Tho-
mas that a perfon of upright manners cannot
affociate with a better companion than a Rg-"
poot.

In their marriages they pay the ftricteft at-
tention to caft, and will never unite themfelves
with people of inferior condition ; this is fo
unavoidably neceffary, that were a man to
enter into an alliance with a family of ignoble
blood, the children of fuch marriage would in
confequence be deprived of their right of inhe-
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ritance ; a ftriking inftance of national perti-
nacity.

A plurality of wives, though allowed by their
inftitutions, excepting among the higher order
of Rgjpoots, is feldom practifed ; and even in
that inftancc it is more owing to motives of
policy than inclination, and arifes chiefly from
a defire of extinguifhing thofe antient feuds
which have fo long fubfifted among families.

During their infancy and childhood, the
Rajpoot women being kept in a conftant ftate,
of concealment, when once married are feldom
focn but by the very neareft in blood among
tjieir own relations. This cuftom is fo rooted
among them, that a lady would confider hcr-
felf as difhonoured by any expofure of her per-
fon to public view.

This feclufion of femaes in fouthern Ada,
has been erroneoufly fuppofed by many peribns
to be a hardfhip on the fex ; but, in Mr. Tho-
mass opinion, it isunderftood in a fenfe rather
too genera ; inevery other refpect, the Rajpoot
character yields to no nation in Afia, or perhaps
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in the world, in maintaining the ties of rela-
tionfhip and confanguinity, by a fcries of the
kindeft actions towards each other. They are
dutiful fons, kind hufbands, and affectionate
brothers.

The men, it istrue, are in the higheft degree
jealous of their honour, but the exempting their
women from perfonal labour, in employing them
though fecrcted from the reft of the world, in
fuperintending the education of their children,
and other domeftic avocations, cannot furely
W|thjuft|ce be considered as a hardfhip. " And

" if we look," fays Mr. Thomas, " at the con-
" dition of the inferior fort of women in moil
" parts of Europe, the fituation of the Rajpoot
" females may be, perhaps, benefited by the
" comparifon."

One cuftom, and one alone, obtains among
this infatuated people, at which nature mult
ever revolt, and humanity fhudder : it isthe
practice of putting to death their new-born
females. In other rcfpecls tender and affec-
tionate towards their offspring, it was a matter
of extreme furprize to Mr. Thomas that in this



142 MEMOIRS OF [A.D. 1798.

inftance the Rajpoots fliould fo far exceed the
bounds of natural affection.

From motives of curiofity, he was induced to
demand their reafon for allowing of this horrid
practice; the reply in general was,. " it is our
cuftom ;" but when Mr. Thomas remarked
that was but a bad pica for the commiffion of
the horrid crime of murder, they would then
urge the poffibility of their daughters meeting
with bad hufbands, who might hereafter bring
difgrace and diflionour on their poftcrity; or,
that the infants them (elves might, at fome fu-
ture period, commit actions unworthy of the
name of Rgpoots. " Should this reafoning
hold," faid Mr. Thomas, " and the Rajpoot
" nation, in this particular, were to be all of
" the lame mind, they would in the fpace of
" one hundred years, or much lefs time, become
" extinct." Thisargument enforced with per-
tinacity, had, for a time, the effect of carrying
apparent conviction of the impropriety of a
cuftom fo unnatural, and he had the fatisfac-
tion to obtain frequent promifes from fome
refpedable families in that country, that they
would difcontinue the practice in future. This
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promife he afterwards learnt had, in fome in-
ftances, among their,own relations been happily
carried into effect.

W ith thefc exceptions the Rajpoots may be
confidered as honourable, brave, and faithful;
and few nations who are not in poffeffion of the
advantages of education, or thofe benefitswhich
arife from the refinements of civilized life, can
be faid to be poffeffed of more good qualities,
or benevolence of difpofition.

This benevolence of difpofition is exhibited
in a peculiar manner towards the Jauts, who
are cultivators of the foil, for though the Raj-
poots keep them under the ftricteft obedience,
and do not allow them more than is neceflary
for their fubfiftence, deprive them of the honour
of bearing arms, except it be on the actual in-
vafion of their frontiers; notwithstanding thefe
circumttances, apparently fo degrading, the
farmer acknowledges that he lives happily un-
der the government, and that his ftate of po-
verty is, .by the mildnefs in manners exhibited
towards him by his fuperiors the Rajpoots,
Converted into content.
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The rgjah of Jypore, rich in refources of
every kind, isin fact: avery powerful prince;
his cavalry may be computed at not lefs than
thirty thoufand men. He has twelve thoufand
infantry in his fervice, exclufive of fiveor fix
thoufand mercenaries. In this ftatcment ae
not included the aids which he would be en-
abled to draw from his connexions with the
neighbouring countries of Joudpore, Oudepore,
and Beykanecr, to whofe rulers he is alied by
blood. His artillery is numerous, and well-
appointed, " and in fhort," fays Mr. Thomas,
" an dliance with this prince, in cafe of ne-
" ceffity, may be one day deemed not unwor-
" thy the precaution and forefightof theBritifh
" government in Afia."

One thing only tends to mark a deficiency
in the-othervvife found policy of this prince,
which is, the appointment of people of inferior
rank to high commands in his army.

Naturally high-fpirited and haughty, &
Rajpoot is, of all other people, moft averfe to
ferve under a perfon whom he confiders his in-
ferior.
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Hence arifes the impolicy of the rajah, who
has of late years introduced into commands in
his army, fervants, mechanics, and even flaves.
Thefe men, deftitute of talents or conduct,
cannot be fuppofed to poffefs that independancy
of fpirit which alone excites to the performance
of great actions. Injunification of the rgah's
meafures in this inftance, it has however been
aflerted by fome, that the difference of caft and
condition makes none In refpect to courage :
which Mr. Thomas obferves may hold good
withrefpect to European troops, or even Indian
troops difciplined and conducted by European
officers, as in that inftance, they may be con-
fidered as a machine actuated and animated by
the voice of the commander ; but in an Indian
army, where difcipline never exifted, little can
be expected from chiefs who in their actions
are not ftimulated by a fenfc of perfonal ho-
nour.

The Rajpoots, therefore, who compofed the
greater number of the troops in the Jypore
army, deeming thefe commanders inadequate
to perform the duties of their ftation, became
confequently indifferent in their acknowledge-

K
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ment of authority: thefe men, moreover, from
a conftant refidence at the court of a gay and
luxurious prince, for fuch is the charader of
the reigning fovereign, have afiumed the man-
ners of courtiers, and indulge in too freguent
ridicule on the plain and honeft fimplicity of
Rajpoot manners ; while the latter, from their
haughtinefs of fpirit, and the difguft conceived
at this treatment, never fail, on the flighteft
token of difrefped, to revenge the infult, by
putting the aggreffor to inftant death.

Among the recreations of the Kutchwah
Rajpoots, the exercife on horfeback forms a
diftinguiQiing feature. If ever, by chance, they
fliould be neceffitated to combat on foot, it is
only in defence of their houfes and families.
Their arms confift of a lance and fabre ; and
though the ragjah, of late years, has introduced
the mufquet and matchlock, they make but
little ufe of thefe weapons. They have, in
common with other Rajpoots, a thick quilted
jacket, which, like armour, will refift with
effed the ftroke of a fey meter.

The country of Jypore is capable of yielding
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an annua revenue of one hundred and twenty-
lacks of rupees; though from the nature of its
government, the amount paid into the rgah's
treafury now feldom exceedsfixty lacks. This
may be accounted for by confidering that the
feudal fyftem prevailing throughout the domi-
nions of Jypore leffens thereby the actual reve-
nue of the ftate. The refpective chieftains
hold their lands in Jaiedad, and for the cxprefs
purpofe of affording a body of troops in times
of emergency, which cannot be difpenied with.
To this certain expence are to be added the
occaiional exactions of the fovereign upon par-
ticular chiefs, and confeguent diminution of the
effective military force.

The chiefs of the diftrict: termed Sheckha-
wathy in particular, who in former times could
contribute their quota towards the exigencies
of the ftate, by bringing ten thoufand men into
the field, and who from great military expe-
rience and length of fervice, werejuftly consi-
dered as the beft foldiers in the Jypore army,
can now with difficulty mufter three thoufand
men.  Of late years thefe troops have become
not only extremely difgufted with the fervice,

K2
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occafioned by the caufcs aready detailed, but
have evinced a fpirit of difcontent and diflatis-
fadtion, which in the event of civil difcord
threatens to prove highly detrimental to the
general interefts of the community.

The Rajpoot princes of Jypore are of the
tribe called Kutchwa, and tracing their origin
from a remote antiquity, thisilluftrious family
in the annals of the empire are called Bent
Suruj, or children of the fun. They originally
fettled in the fouthern parts of the province of
Gualior, and drew their lineage from rgafo
Ramchunder, a prince of high celebrity.

It appears from the Hindoo books called Ra~
mayoon and Muhubharat, that rgjah Ramchun-
der had two fons, the one named Nubh, and
the other Kocfli. The defcendants of the
former are denominated Burhagoojer, and thofe
of the latter Kutchwayah. Pirthi Raj* the

* Pirthi Sing, aforementioned, was the founder of a*
dynasty, denominated Duazdah Kutchoory,, or the twelve
partition* ; so called from the number of his sons among
whom, to prevent animosities, he during his lifetime di-
vided his dominions into as many separate parts.
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firft fovereign who mounted the throne of Jy-
pore, in the aera of Bekermajeet,* 1550, died
in 1584,

The defendants of the Raahs of Ambeer
having eftablifhed themfelves in the fineft parts
of the peninfula, for a feries of years were po£
feffed of high authority and extenfive dominion.
Among thefe Maun Sing, a prince renowned in
the annals of the empire, aflumed a leading
part; others, following his example, in fuccef-
fion contributed to the permanent eftablifhment
of their family, by ads of no lefs wifdom than
fcenevolence.

The dry and uninterefting matter contained
in a genealogical detail can be gratifying to
none ; itwill therefore be fufricient to remark,
that the fucceffion of the Rajpoot princes from
their founder continued for feveral centuries to
fill the throne of Jypore; and our prefent
detail will conclude by obferving, that in the
records of the royal family of Ambeer, there

* For the aera of Bckermgjcct consult Mr. Gladwin™
Aycen Akbery.
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exifts atable of two hundred and fifteen princes
from rgiah Ramchunder to Purtaub Sing, the
prefent fovereign.*

* In the foregoing detail the compiler has great satisfac-
tion in offering his best thanks to Colonel Palmer, late
ambassador at the Poonah Durbar ; to Captain John Bail-
lie, professor of the Arabic and Persian languages; and to
the gentlemen students in the Persian and Arabic classes
in the college of Fort William, founded under the auspices
of his excellency the most noble Marquis Wellcsley : Co-
lonel Palmer having most obligingly communicated to him
some M.S. matter on the genealogy of the Rajpoot princes
of Jypore, Joudpore, and Oudipore; and Captain Baillie
having, with no less kindness, suggested to his pupils the
translation of it as avoluntary exercise during their vaca-
tion hours.
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CHAPTER VIII.

In an expedition againji Jypore, Mr. Thomas is
joined by Vavon Row,—Their proceedings—
Account of the city of Futtahpore.—Approach
of the Jypore army.—Battle of Futtahpore.

I N returning from a digreffion, which it is

hoped will have afforded our readers fome
relief from the tedium of narrative detail, itis
now neceflary to remark, that about this time
Luckwah, commander in chief of the forces of
Scindiah north of the Nerbuddah, fent orders
to Vavon Row to invade Jypore; and in his
letter on that fubject, having mentioned the
fum exacted by his predeccflbrs in office from
each of the diftricts, he recommended Vavon
Row to demand an egual proportion on the
prefent occafion, as a reward for the fervice to
be performed : he moreover alowed Vavon
Row ten annas in the rupee, from the money
thus collected, to be divided among the troops,
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and the remaining fix annas to be fent to his
own treafury.

Vavon Row, on receipt of the above or-
der, wrote prefling letters to Mr. Thomas,
inviting himtojoinin the propofed expedition;
but he, though willing to make a temporary
incurfion to Jypore to obtain prefent relief to
his neceffities, was by no means inclined to go
the lengths propofed, and at firft from pruden-
tial motives declined the offer.

M r. Thomas moreover was not ignorant that
the fubfiftence of fo large a body of troops on
an expedition like the prefent, could only be
obtained by a full treafury, and his own re-
fources were at prefent dried up. That the
numerous cavalry which the Jypore rgah could
bring into the field would very much impede
their efforts in procuring the neceffary fupplies
of forage and provifions, and that without
thefe aids the fuccefs of the expedition would
be very doubtful; and finally, he remarked to
Vavon Row, that even if fuccefs attended their
ams the rajah would never pay to them the
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fum fpecified, but would refer the matter to
Luckwah himfelf, whereby they would lofe
the fruits of their labours. Thefe fuggeftions,
however falutary in their defign, could not per-
fuade Vavon Row to give up his fcheme, or
convince him that their united force was in-
competent to the prefent conteft.

That chief now fent his vakeel to Mr. Tho-
mas, promifing him a fum of money, of which
he flood in great need, for the proffered aflift-
ance, and he at length clofed with the pro-
pofal.

His force at this time confided of three bat-
talions of four hundred men each, with fourteen
pieces of artillery, ninety horfe, three hundred
Rohillas, and two hundred of the peafantry of
Hurrianah, with which hejoined Vavon Row
at Kanond.

That chief had himfelf one battalion of in-
fantry, four pieces of artillery, nine hundred
cavalry, and fix hundred irregulars. With this
force they commenced their march towards
Jypore. On entering the country, a party of
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the Rajah's troops ftationed to collect the re-
venues retreated ; when the chief of the diftrict
font vakeels into Mr. Thomas's camp, who
agreed to the payment of the two years' tribute
which had been named by Luckwabh.

The offer was accepted, and the troops
inarching forward compelled feveral others to
fubmit to fimilar exactions. For nearamonth
the united armies continued their progrefs
without interruption ; but the rajah of Jypore,
who had in the interim been collecting his
troops, now marched to the relief of his pofTet
fions, with a refolution to punifli the invaders,
and revenge the infult he had fuftained, by
giving battle wherever he fbould meet with his
enemies. The army thus collected; amounted
to forty thoufand men, with which the rajah
marched againft Mr. Thomas and Vavon Row,
who, not having yet got poffefiion of any place
from whence a fupply of grain could be drawn,
became fenfible of their error, and were re-
duced to afituation truly hazardous. Vavon
Row deeming it impoflible to encounter fo
large aforce, now acquainted Mr. Thomas that
he muft rely on his own exertions; that from
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the numbers and acknowledged bravery of the
enemy, who were chiefly Rajpoots, there could
exift but fmall hope of fuccefsin rifkingan en-
gagement, and for thefe coniiderations advifed
Mr. Thomas to retreat. To combat thefe ar-
guments, and fruftrate a defign fo pufillanimous
in its nature, Mr. Thomas reminded Vavon
Row of his hafty and inconfiderate conduct in
leading them into their prefent exigency, that
there exiflcd no caufe to prevent at lead one
trial of ftrength, their own troops being faith-
ful tothem, and in high fplrit to engage; that
moreover, to think of a retreat on the prefent
occafion, without an exertion on their part,
would be a diflionour to himfelf and his pro-
genitors, who never turned their backs on ail
enemy ; and finally obferved, that if Vavon
Row now receded, he never could again expect
to be employed by Scindiah, or any other chief
under his authority. Thefe arguments com-
bined at length made an imprcffion on the
mind of Vavon Row, and he agreed to rifk an
engagement.

With this determination, they marched
forthwith to the city of Futtahpore, in which
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they expected to meet with a fupply of grain
fufficient for the confumption of their troops ;
but on their arrival the inhabitants, who had
received intimation of their approach, were
bufily employed in filling up the wells in the
neighbourhood, in order to diftrefs the troops
jfor water. They had nearly completed this
defign, only one remaining open, when Mr.
Thomas arrived.

The poffefiion of this remaining well now
became the object of contention betwixt Mr.
Thomas and a body of four hundred men who
had been detached from the city for the exprefs
purpofe of filling it up. Mr. Thomas, who
perceived no time was to be loft, ordered his
cavalry to charge. The action was at firft ob-
ftinate ; but two of the enemy's firdars being
killed, the reft retreated, and the well was hap-
pily preferved.  This was of great importance,
as except in this fingle fupply no water was to
be procured but from a considerable diftance.

The fervice on this day was uncommonly
fevere, as Mr. Thomas had completed a march
of five-and-twenty miles aver a deep fand,
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which in moft places was above the ancles of
his men; he was therefore glad to encamp,
and afford fome repofe to his fatigued troops.

As the city of Futtahpofe was marked in
Mr. Thomas's military career, as a place of
fignal fuccefs, an account of it may not per-
haps be deemed intrufive.

Kaieem Khan, a Tartar nobleman, accom-
panied the ftandard of the Moguls on their firft
invafion of Hindoftan ; and as a reward for his
military fervices on that Occafion had been pre-
fented with the government of the adjoining
country of Hurrianah and Jinjhmoo, where he
iettled with his family and adherents.

In procefs of time, however, the Mogul
princes who fat on the throne of Delhi, un-
mindful of the fervices of thisilluftriousfamily,
endeavoured to efefct their ruin; and finally
by atyrannical procedure, expelled them from
the province. On their cxpulfion they fought
an afylum in the dominions of Jypore, by whofe
ruler they were kindly received, and where
they renamed until the prefent time. The city
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of Futtahpore was allotted for their refidence:
where, fince that period, the defcendants of
Kaieem Khan have continued to refide, retain-
ing, along with the name of their founder, the
characteriftic energy and military fpirit of the
tribe; and are to this day termed by the na-
tives Kaieem Khanee, or defcendants of Kaieem
Khan.

The city of Futtahpore being full of people,
Mr. Thomas, in order to fave the effufion of
blood, was defirous to treat with the inhabit-
ants for its ranfom; but the demands of Va-
von Row were fo exorbitant, that they de-
clined compliance.

The Mahratta chief aflced no lefs a fum
than ten lacs of rupees, whilft the townspeople
only offered one, encouraged perhaps by the
hope of receiving affiftance from the rgjah of
Jypore, who was rapidly advancing to their
relief.

During thefe negotiations night came on,
and nothing was done refpecling the propofed
ranfom: fome perfons, however, who had been
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fent into the city by Mr. Thomas to protect
the place until they could make the terms of
furrender, unluckily began to plunder thein-
habitants; which circumftance fo exafperated
the commandant, that he broke off all further
treaty, and the united force then took pofifef-
fion of the place by ftorm. This was fcarccly
effected, when intelligence of the rgah's ap-
proach was announced to Mr. Thomas, who
then thought proper to fortify his camp, which
he did in the following manner. In the neigh-
bourhood were abundance of large thorn-trees,
which are common in the weft of India: a
fufficicnt number of thefe were cut down, and,
by Mr. Thomas's direction, piled one upoa
another in the front and flanks of his camp,
his rear being fecured by the city of Futtah-
pore. To render it more impenetrable, the
branches of the trees* being clofely interwoven

* |t is remarkable that Mr. Thomas, who had read very
little, should, from the resources of his own mind, have
adopted a mode of defence parallel with one related in the
History of Modern Europe. Speaking of the approach of
the British army under the command of General Aber-
cromby, in the war of 1758, against the fort of Ticonde-
rago, in North America, " The French (says the historian)



160 MEMOIRS OF [A.D. 1799.

with each other, were then made faft with
ropes, thus forming chevaux de frize to keep of f
the cavalry; and laftly alarge quantity of fand
was thrown between the branches which point-
ed outwards toward the enemy.

A trench could not be dug, as the fand was
Ib loofe in itsquality that the excavations were
inftantly filled up as foon as made: but the
abbatis above-mentioned wason feveral accounts
highly ferviceable, particularly as it not only
fecured Mr. Thomas from the attacks of the
enemy's cavalry, but afforded protection to
the camp. He next directed batteries to be
made for the defence of the different wells in
the neighbourhood, which had by this time
been cleaned out and opened afrefh for ufe.
He took poffeffion of and fortified the city in
the beft manner that the fhortnefs of the time

" were gtationed under the cannon of the place, behind an
" abbatis or breast-work formed of the trunks of trees
" piled one upon another ; and they werefarther defended
" by whole trees, with their branches outward, some of
" which were cut and sharpened so as to answer the pur-
" pose of chevaux defrize"—See Russd's History of M o-
dern Europe, vol. v. p. 288.
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admitted; ordered alarge fupply of provifions
to be brought into his camp; and had fcarcely
finifhed thefe preparations, when the vanguard
of the enemy's army appeared in fight.

Ontheir arrival, the enemy encamped withiri
ifour cofs of M r. Thomas, and foon after pufhed
on a detachment of cavalry and infantry to
clear the wells in the neighbourhood. For
two days he allowed them to proceed with
their work uninterruptedly; but on the third
morning, he with two battalions of infantry,
eight pieces of artillery, and his own cavalry,
marched out with a refolution to attack their
grand park of artillery, leaving directions to
the battalion that remained behind to attack
and difperfe the advanced party before-men-
tioned. On his departure, he left a written
paper for Vavon Row, requefting that chief to
follow with the remainder of his cavalry, and
with the infantry which he had with him, to
provide for the fecurity of the camp,

M r. Thomas was difpofed to aft in this man-
tier from his experience of the Mahrattas, who
he well knew, if acquainted with his plans,

L
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could keep nothing fecrct, but vrould, by di-
vulging them, put the enemy on their guard.
It was night when he fet out; and atumbril
being upfct on the road, occafioned confider-
able delay in their progrefs, fo that the day
began to dawn before the evil was repaired,;
and, to add to bis mortification, on arriving
near the camp, he perceived the enemy at
fembled under arms, and ready to receive him.

it was now too late to carry hisfirft defign
into execution. He pufhed on, however;
and, coming up with a party who now ad-
vanced to meet him, attacked them to the
number of feven thoufand men with great
fpirit and vigour. The enemy made but a
fedble refiftance, and foon after withdrew t6
their main body, having fuftained confidcrablc
lofs.  The wells which had been cleaned out
Wtre again filled up; and Mr. Thomas, after
collecting the horfes and other cattle which
had been left on the field, returned with his
detachment to camp. On his way he met
with the Mahratta cavalry, who feemed much
otit of humour that they had not been con-
fulted onfo important an occafion: but Vavon
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Row, their chief, reprefled their pride by tell-
ing them plainly, that their own dday in ac-
coutring Was the real caufe of their difap-
pointment.

Mr. Thomass officers now received khil-
hits* from the Mahratta chief; and, to pre-
vent animofities, fimilar marks of honour were
beftowed, though with rductance® on the of-
ficersof the Mahratta horfe.

Preparations were now making by the
enemy to bring on a general engagement,
which proved far greater in its confequences
than either party had forefeen. The next
morning at day-break, Mr. Thomas was in-
formed that there was a great buftle in the
nemy's camp, and fhortly after received intel-
ligence of their aclual.approach in order of
battle. He had determined in his own mind
the fpot where he would engage; and as he
well knew no rdiance could be placed on the
Mahrattas, he was neceffitated to leave a part
of hisinfantry, and four fix-pounders, toguard

* Dresses of honour. .
L2
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the camp and cover his rear, which was in
danger of being furrounded by the enemy:
with the remainder, confifting of two batta-
lions of infantry, two hundred Rohillas, his ca-
valry, and ten pieces of artillery, he prepared
for the encounter.

The Mahrattas, on feeing the immenfe force
they had to cope with, gave themfelves over
for loft; and Mr. Thomas was in a manner
compelled to fight this important battle with-
out affiftance*

After fome manoeuvres on either fido, he
was glad to find that the enemy diftributed
their army as he vviflied.

Their right wing, confifting of the whole
force of the Rajpoot cavalry, was deftined to
the attack' of his camp; and fo certain were
they of vidory, that, on perceiving the ftock-
adc we have before defcribed, tircy laughed at
the idea that a few foijhes, as they were pleafed
to term them, could for amoment retard their
progrefi, or refift the impetuofity of the attack.
The left wing, confifting of four thoufand Ro-
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hillas, three thoufand Ghoffeins, and fix thou-
sand irregular infantry, commanded by the
chiefs of their refpective diftricts, advanced at
the fame time with hafty ftrides and loud
fhouts, to take poffeffion of the city, the lofs
of which, by cutting off the fupply of water,
would have been attended with the moft fe-
rious corifeguences.

Their third, or main body, was compofed
of ten battalions of infantry, twenty-two pieces
of artillery, and the Jillah pofh, or body guard,
of the rgjah, confiding of fixteen hundred men
armed with matchlocks and fabres, and com-
manded by Rajah Roorojee Khavies, as gene-
raliffimo of the army. Notwithftandingthis
immenfe force, Mr. Thomas derived great ad-
vantage from the pofition in which his troops
were drawn up; his front and flanks being fe-
cured by the fortified camp, and his rear by
the city of Futtahpore.

The enemy's cavalry now advancing in clofe
and compad order, the Mahrattas, who were
polled in the rear, fent to require a reinforce-
ment; and accordingly Mr. Thomas, though
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he could ill fpare it, ordered four companies
and two of the guns which had been left for
the protedion of the camp, to march out and
join him; while, with three guns and five
companies of infantry, he advanced to refel
the attack of the enemy's horfe. His main
body was commanded by John Morris, an
Englifhman, " who, though a brave man (fays
" Mr. Thomas), was better adapted to con-
" duct aforlorn hope than to dired: the mo-
" tions of troops in a field of battle" Mr,
Thomas haying taken pofleffion of a very high
fand-bank, the enemy were thus placed be-
tween two fifes, and coulct neither charge him
pr attack the camp ; they confequently began
to draw off: but perceiving fie had but few
cavalry, and thofe being in hisrear, on afud-
den made a furious charge upon them, by
which the perfon who commanded, and feve-
ral other brave men, were inftantly cut to
pieces, and it was not until the advance of
two companies of grenadiers, who, after hav-
ing given their volley, charged with bayonets,
that the enemy, thus expofed, were compelled
to tetreat; and had the other divifibnjs of tfadr
array'behaved with equal fpirit, the day would
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have been their own. It was not, however,
until their cavalry retreated, that the body def-
tined to take pofleffion of the city thought
proper to advance a fecond time, having al-
ready once been driven back with consderable
lofs. Within the city M r. Thomashad polled
the Hurrianah infantry, and one hundred Ro-
hillas, who, having fortified the higheft and the
ftrongeft of the houfes could maintain them-
fdves againft all attacks, excepting thofe of
artillery.  Of this circumftance the enemy
were aware; and accordingly now detached
fix pieces of cannon againft the city, with or-
ders to renew the combat. Mr. Thomas, on
feeing their cavalry draw off from the field,
was thereby enabled to fuccour thofe. He at-
tacked the enemy inftantly, and with Ib much
vigour, that he compeled them to withdraw
the artillery, and retreat. Their main body
had by this time become a confufed mafs,
without'order, regularity, or method. The
enemy, not with ftanding, was determined to
rifk the iffue of the day on a general charge
on Mr. Thomass main body. But their ge
neral was not met on this occafion with equal
ardour by his troops, and Mr. Thomas, per-
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ceiving them at a ftand, commenced a heavy
fire of grape fhot from his guns, when, after
fuftaining much lofs, the enemy retreated; and
Mr. Thomas at this time ordered his battalions
that had iuffered the leaft in the late conflift
to advance in the purfuit. This, however, could
not now be effected: the bullocks attached to
the artillery, having been ftationed behind a
land-bank in the rear, could not be brought
up with the expedition the emergency of the
cafe required. At this time the Mahratta ca-
valry, who, during the preceding part of the
conflict, had flood aoof, came forward with
their fervices in this purfuit. After fome de-
lay, Mr. Thomas, having procured a lurlicient
number of bullocks for one of his guns, ad-
vanced with that and a battalion of infantry
againft the enemy ; while the Mahratta horfc,
to wipe off the difgrace they had before fuf-
fercd by their inactivity, joined in the purfuit.

The enemy were retreating in all directions;
and Mr. Thomas prepared to take poffeffion
of a pair of twenty-four pounders, which re-
mained near the fpot where he flood, and di-
rected fome of his people to carry them into
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the rear. At this inftant alarge body of Rgj-
poot cavalry advanced fword in hand to refcue
the guns, when the cowardly Mahrattas, with-
out fultaining a fingle aflault, quitted the field.
Mr. Thomas, perceiving the enemy continued
to advance, drew up his troops as well asthe
fliortnefs of time permitted ; but before he was
completely formed, the Mahratta horfe, in
their pufillanimous flight, had broken through
his left wing, and were followed clofely by
the Rajpoots, who began to cut down a great
Tiumber of his men. Thefe gallant foldicrs
made a brave refiftance; many of them, even
in the agonies of death, feized hold of the
bridles of the enemy's horfes. The moment
was critical; and to Mr. Thomas pregnant
with future mifchief.  With the only gun
that remained, which he loaded up to the
muzzle, and about one hundred and fifty of his
followers, who bravely determined to conquer
or die with him,' he waited the event with
fortitude. After permitting the enemy to ap-
proach within forty yards, he gave his fire,
accompanied at the fame time by a volley of
rnufquetry, with fuch confiderable effeft, that
great numbers of the enemy were inftantly
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knocked down. This firft effort, being fol-
lowed by two other discharges, completely
routed the enemy, and drove them from this
well contefted field.

The Mahratta horfe, who had been the
chief caufe of the late difafter, had in the in-
terim haftened to the camp for protection, but
were by Mr. Thomas's order refufed admit-
tance; and a fmall party of Rajpoots, who had
followed in their rear, put feveral to death
without mercy.*

The enemy's infantry, perceiving the attack
made by the horfe, began by this time to rally,
and feemed inclined to renew the aclion. To
afford them an opportunity of fo doing, Mr.
Thomas, having collected the remains of his
gallant detachment, waited the attack. The
day approaching to a clofe, the enemy thought
proper toretire; and Mr. Thomas, after Search-
inginvain for the twenty-four pounders which
he had once poffeffed during the action, re-

* Throughout the whole of this action, M r. Thomas
gpesks in terms most indignant of the disgraceful behaviour
of his allies.
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turned with hisarmy to camp. In thisaction,
in killed and wounded, Mr. Thomas loft three
hundred men (amongft the latter of whom
was the gallant Morris): that of the enemy
amounted to more than two thoufand, exclu-
five of horfes and other valuable effefts, which
they were compelled to leave behind on the
field of battle.
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CHAPTER IX.

Military operations continued.—Mr. Thomas com*
pelled to. retreat.—Diflrefs of the army.—Peace
concluded.—Mr, Thomas marches againjl the
rajah of Bcykaneer.—Geographical defcription
of that country—of the Lackhi Jungle—
Military operations—Mr. Thomas enters into
engagements with Ambajee.

the enfuing morning, Mr. Thomas no-

tified to the enemy's general that he

might fend proper perfons to bury the dead,

and carry away the wounded men without in-

terruption on his part. Thiscivility was re-

ceived with attention, accompanied at the fame
time with a requeft to treat for peace.

Vavon Row, as aprevious ftipulation, infill-
ed on the payment of a large fum of money to
indemnify him for loffes fuftained during the
campaign. To this the other objected, upon
the principle of not being authorifed by the
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rgjah of Jypoor to'difburfefo largeafum with-
out further orders. On receiving this anfwer;
Mr. Thomas, fufpecling that the enemy only-
waited for time to procure a reinforcement”®
recommended to Vavon Row the profecution
of hoftilities. That chief was averfe to the pro-
pofal, as he deemed the performance of mamla,
or agreement, preferable to the hazard and rifk
of a fecond engagement, and therefore he over-
ruled Mr. Thomas's objections. The negotia-
tions for peace were therefore broken off. The
enemy, having collected the fcattered remains
of their forces, took poft on their former ground.
In the mean time letters from Scindiah arrived,
requefting Vavon Row to defift from hoftilities
againft the troops of Jypoor. Others of fimilar
import came from Mr. Perron, who had lately
fucceeded General Duboigne in the chief com-
mand of Scindiah's forces.

The enemy now of their own accord offered
to pay the fum of fifty thoufand rupees, which
being moft unaccountably rejected, Vavon Row
had much reafon to repent. During the late
negotiations confiderable reinforcements had
arrived in the Jypoor camp, and hoftilities re-
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commenced with redoubled vigou on both
fides.

M r. Thomas's troops from a want of forage,
which they were obliged to collect from a
diftance of twenty miles from the camp, fuf-
tained much inconvenience. In attempts to
bring it in they were moreover haraffed by de-
tached parties of the enemy; and to complete
their diftrefs, the rajah of Beykaneer had by
this time reinforced the Jypore army with five
thoufand men. The- Mahrattasin Mr. Tho-
mass camp, wholly ufdefs were fit only to
plunder and deftroy the unrefifting peafantry.
Thus fituated, and forage continuing to de-
creafe, a council of war was held between
Vavon Row, M r. Thomas, and the other com-
manders, in which it was unanimouily agreed
to attempt a retreat to their own country.

Agreeably to this refolution, the next morn-
ing before day-break, the troops began to file
off, but were fcarcely got in motion when the
enemy's whole force came up to the attack.
While it continued dark, great confufion pre-
vailed ; but on the appearance of day-light, M r .
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Thomas, having formed his men, compelled the
enemy to retreat with great lofs.

They ftill continued to hang on hisrear, and
fennoy him with thefireof artillery, affifted by
an immenfe quantity of rockets. From the
rapidity of his march the enemy's heavy guns
wer e foon obliged to remain behind, and the
rocket and the matchlock men alone continued
thepurfuit. The day was intenfely hot, and the
troops fufFered feverdy from a total want of
water ; this caufe, however, operating in a fi-
milar manner upon the enemy, prevented the
execution of their plans. The fervice was fevere,
and in the higheft degree fatiguing ; at length
after atoilffomemarch, Mr. Thomasarrived in
the evening at a village, where he fortunately
met with two wells, containing plenty of excel-
lent, water. His men, eager to catch arefrefhing
draught, crowded fo faft upon each other that
two felf into the well, by which accident one
of them was inftantly fuffocated, and the other
with much difficulty brought out alive. Care
was now taken to prevent a renewal of fimilar
accidents, by ftationing an armed force to pro-
teft the well, till by degress mod of the troops
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having received a fmall fupply, the confufiori
ceafed, and order was reftored in the camp.

The enemy ftill followed in the rear, and en-
camped within two cofs. Mr. Thomas deter-
mined to renew the attack the enfuing day.

Mr. Thomas, perceiving that his men had
loft their accuftomed fpirits, to encourage them
marched himfelf, on foot, at their head, during
the whole of the enfuing day.

The enemy frequently appearing inclined to
charge, Mr. Thomas dire6lecj the commandant
of artillery to keep up a conftant fire in the
fear. This, in fome degree checked their ar-
dour, and afforded an opportunity to his own
troops to moveon. After afecond day's march,
attended by circumftances of diftrefs fimilar to
the preceding one, though with confiderable
lofs to the enemy, Mr. Thomas arrived at a
large town ; in the neighbourhood of which he
was gratified with the fight of an ample fupply
of water, from five wells.

Here the enemy defifting from the purfuit,
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Mr. Thomas had time to direct his attention
to the fituation of his own troops. The fick
and wounded were conducted to a place of
fafety, together with the hoftages which had
been received from the enemy on the com-
mencement of the late negotiations; and having
refted and refreflied his men, Mr. Thomas re-
commenced hoftilities on the enemy's country,
and, by afucceffion of exactions and fines, foon
obtained money fufficient to defray his expences,
and fatisfy his troops for their arrears.

By thistime, the rgjah of Jypoor, fenfibleof
the injury which his country would fuftain by
thefe depredations, once more fent perfons to
offer terms to Vavon Row, for the evacuation
of his territories. The terms were accepted, a
fum of money paid, and hoftilities ceafed.

On the conclufion of the traniactions, Mr.
Thomas determined to retaliate on the rgah of
Beykaneer, and punifhhim for the aid which
he had afforded the prince of Jypoor the pre-
ceding year.

To comprehend, however, the nature of this
M
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expedition, it will be neceffary in this place to
recur to a geographical and ftatiftical (ketch of
this remarkable country.

The province of Beykancer is bounded on the
north by the country of the Batties, weft by the
defert, fouth-weft by Jeffelmere, and fouth by
Joudpoor ; fouth-eaft by Jypoor, and edft by
the diftrict of Hurrianah. It is one hundred
and twenty cofs from north to fouth, and from
fifty to eighty from eaft to weft ; but is broad-
eft in the centre. The country is elevated;
the foil a light brown fand, from the nature of
which rain is fwallowed up as foon as fallen.
This circumftancc renders neceffary a recourfc
to the conftruction of wells in all parts of the
country. Thefe, which are made of brick, arein
general from one to two hundred fegt in depth,
though to wards, the Jeffelmere frontier they
extend to no lefs than three hundred feet. For
the ordinary purpofes of life, and domeftic con-
fumption, each family is careful to provide a
ciftern for the reception of rain water; as a
dearth of this precious article frequently com-
pels the inhabitants, by whole families, to mi-
grate to a more favourable foil.
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W i th the exception of afew villages towards
the edaftern boundary, the cultivation of Bey-
kaneer is precarious; bajerah, and other forts
of Indian pulfe, being all that are produced.
But horfes and bullocks are numerous. From
the caufes above ftated, the inhabitants of Bey-
kaneer are obliged in a great meafure to depend
tipon their neighbours for the neceflary fupplies
of provifions; as even in the few places moft
favourable for cultivation the produce of the
fields fcarcely recompenfes the labour of the
peafant.

Thecity of Beykaneer isfpacious, well-built,
and furrounded by a wail of conker.

One mile fouth-vveft of the city is the fort
where the rgjah refides. It is a place of con-
fiderable ftrength, built in the Indian ftyle, and
encompafTed by a broad and deep ditch ; but
the chief fecurity of both the city and fort is
owing to the fcarcity of water in the furround-
ing country.

The form of government in Beykaneer re-
fembles that of Joudpoor, for here afo both
M 2
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the property and lives of the fubject are entirely
at the difpofal of the prince,

Soorut Sing, the prefent ruler of Beykaneer,
has been of late years compelled to maintain,
an army of mercenaries for the fectirity of his
authority. For though at his acceffion to the
government he found him/elf poffefled of a full
treafury, which the wifdom and forefight of his
anceftors had hoarded up with frugality and
care; yet from boundlefs profufion and thought-
Icfs extravagance this was quickly diffipated;
and his neceffities compelling him to have re-
courfe to extortions to fupply his extravagance,
he has, by becoming cruel, tyrannical, and op-
preffive, thereby alienated the love of his fub-
jedls.*

* In the year 1799, the rajah of Beykaneer committed
an aft deserving of the highest reprobation, and which
stands confirmed on the authority of Mr. Thomas.

A party who were sent by Vizier Ali, the spurious
nawaub of Oude, to the country of Zemaun Shah, were,
by order of Soorut Sing, the present sovereign, not only
detained prisoners in their passsge through his territories,
but plundered of their property and treasure to the amount
of twenty-seven lacks of rupees, and finally put to death.
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The inhabitants of Beykaneer are in genera
Rajpoots, and fpring from the parent ftock of
Oudipore, as will be hereafter noticed in the
hiftorical fketch of that remarkable country.
This of courfe attaches to them a fimilarity of
habits and manners. It has however been re-
marked that although Rajpoots, and of the
Rhatore tribe, the Beykaneerians are cruel in
difpofition, cowardly, and treacherous. Thefe
degenerate fymptoms may be attributed partly
to their indolent and inactive ftate for a long
period of years; and partly to a relaxation in
their ancient fimplicity of manners, occasioned
by the bad example fet them by their own
princes.

The revenues of Beykaneer amount to about
three lacks of rupees; though the rajah has oc-
cafionally found means, by laying duties and
vexatious imports on the merchants paffing
through his country, to realize nearly double
that fum.

The trade formerly pafling from the port of
Soorat to Tatta on the Indus, entered from
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thence the Beykaneer province. The ufual
route of the caravans was through Joudpore
and the province of Jeffelmere ; but the rapa
city and injuftice of the reigning prince, as
above related, have, of late years, if not utterly
annihilated commerce, at leaft directed its
courfe into other channels. of this neglect the
rgjah of Jypore has reaped the principal bene-
fit, by turning the moll lucrative branches of
commerce into his own territories.

The force of Beykaneer may amount on the
whole to eight thoufand men ; two fifths of
which are cavalry, and the remainder infantry
and artillery. In the fervice of this prince are
feveral Europeans of different nations, who re-
fide within the fort of Beykaneer.

The rajah of Beykaneer has many enemies,.
the principal of which ae his neighbours the
Batties, whofe country he invaded about nine
years fince, but without fuccefs. He has in
like manner, been unfuccefsful in feverd at-
tempts lately made in the diftrift of Churoo.

Confidering the nature of the foil and climate
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of this country, it muft appear matter of no
fmall furprize, that any people fhould volun-
tarily have felected fo barren and unprofitable
a fpot for a permanent reiidence. In Mr. Tho-
mass opinion, this determination muft have
originated in the predilection manifefted by the
firft fettlers for this dreary iblitude; either from
a romantic wifh for retirement among them-
felves, or occafioned by the hatred which
they entertained agaiiitl the oppreffion and in-
juftice of their former rulers. The natives of
this diftridt are robuft, hardy, and excellent
farmers.

Adjoining the province of Beykaneer is the
diftridt called the Lacky Jungle, fo much and
fo defervedly celebrated for the fertility of its
pafture lands, and for a breed of excellent
horfes of the higheft eftimation in India. The
Lacky Jungle is comprifed within the diftridt
of Batmda, forming a circle of about twenty-
four cofles of the country each way. On the
north it is bounded by the country of Roy
Kclaun, eaft by,the province of Hurrianah,
fouth by Batnier, and weft by the great defert.
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It is fituated twenty-two cofs north of Batnicr,
and fifty weft of Pattialah, to whofe chief the
rgjah is tributary.* The foil being fandy, the
wells are of confiderable depth.  The country
yields rice and bgjerah, and other forts of grain,
but not in abundance. The chief excellency
of the diftrict confifts in its pafture lands, which
for a fucceffion of ages have been celebrated as
a nurfery for cattle. Theoriginal breed in this
country has been much improved by Perfian
horfes, which were introduced during the fuc-
ceffive invafions of Nadir Shah and the Abdal-
lis into Hindooftan. This breed however has
of late years been much neglected. This Mr.
Thomas attributes to the exactions of the go-
vernment, or rather to the rapacity of the mi-
nifters of the rgjah, who frequently compel the
proprietors of the horfes to fell them at theirown
price, much under the rea value; and when
purchafed they are by thefe rapacious men fent,
on their own accounts, to different parts of the
peninfula, and fold at a confiderable profit.

* Consult the map.—This part of the country however
gands in nead of an actud survey, which would be both
curious and interesting.
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This impolitic meafure has not only caufed
a decregfe in the prefent breed, but has afo
deterred the inhabitants from extending the
traffic ; though, on the contrary, if the breeders
of the horfes were allowed a fair and equitable
market, and they were to be exempted from
thofc vexatious drawbacks, the commerce might
againflourifh, and the proprietors of land in the
Lacky Jungle and its vicinity would have a
certain preference in fupplying the neighbour-
ing ftateswith plenty of the fineft horfes in
India.

The prices of the horfes are variable, and ob-
tain according to the quality of the animal;
they arc in general from two hundred to one
thoufand rupees in value, which latter fum is
fcldom exceeded.

It is remarked that the breeders are averfe to
difpofe of their brood mares; and if prevailed
upon to do fo, will exaft double price : though
in general with regard to foreigners, they can-
not be perfuaded to part with a brood mare for
any price.
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While breeding, the mares and fods are kept
apart from the horfes. Thewomen and children
look after them during the day-time. At the
feafon of the periodical rains they are alowed
to graze, and are brought home at ni*ht; but
in the cold and dry fcafons they are fed upon
hay, which is dried in the fame manner asin
Europe ; a cuftom common throughout the
weft of India.

One thing only diminifhes the excellence of
this breed, which is a difeafe of the moft dif-
treffing nature. A fpecies of mufquitoes, called
by the natives Dunkh*, and fometimes Fetha,
are not only very troublefome to the animals,
by annoying them with their ftings, but in a
fhort time degenerating into an incurable can*
ccr, the horfes die.

This diforder prevails chiefly in the neigh-

* Thisis remarkable, and it would no doubt amply re-
compense the labour any gentleman of sdence might bestow
in investigating the causes of this extraordinary distemper,
and pointing out aremedy 5 more especidly, as it ssams
peculiar to the district cdled the Lacky Jungle.
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bourhood of the Cuggur river, more particularly
about the towns of Futtiahbad, Seerfah, and
Runyah ; and it is computed that in thefe
places, and the interior parts of the Lacky
Jungle, the yearly lofs fuftained by the ravages
of this pernicious infect is eftimated at one-
fourth of the horfes* that are produced.

Returning from our geographical excurfion,
we now refume the thread of our narrative.
When rcfolved on the invafion of Beykaneer,
Mr. Thomas, with great precaution and fore*
fight, had prepared a number of water-bags for
the ufe of his army ; a mcafure which the
fcarcity of water in that country rendered in-
difpenfably neceffary.

With thisaid, and a reinforcement of troops,
he on the commencement of the rainy feafon
began his march. Therajah, who had received

* |n aefdition to the foregoing it may be observed, that
though the best horses are said to be produced within the
boundaries of the Lacky Jungle, Mr. Thomas affirms that
equally good horses may be procured many coss distant
from thence ; a circumstance which may possibly have con-
founded the real Jungle with some other place.
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intimation of theintended attack, was prepared
torepel it. Being in want of artillery, and
knowing he could not ftand againft Mr. Tho-
mas on the plain, he ftationed large bodies of
infantry in each of the frontier towns.

Thefirft attack was made on the village of
Jeitpore, in which were three thoufand men,
Mr . Thomas refolved on an immediate aflault;
and carried the place, though with the lofs of
two hundred of his troops. The lives and pro-
perty of the furvivors were then ranfomed for
a fum of money; and fuccefsful in thisfirft on-
fet, Mr. Thomas met with but little refiftance.
during the remainder of the campaign. Inti-
midated by thefe repeated defeats, the rajah's
followers deferted in crowds; a few Rajpoots
alone remained faithful to his caufe.

Under circumftances fo unfavorable, therajah
difpatched a vakeel to Mr. Thomas, to requeft
a ceflation from hoftilities, and confent to an
adjustment of former differences. The rajah
agreed to pay the fum of two lacks of rupees,
part of which was delivered on the fpot; and
for the remainder bills were given upon mer-
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chants in Jypore, the amount of which Mr,
Thomas never received.

It has before been remarked that Luckwah
and his colleague had been fuperfeded in their
command, and made prifoners. This circum-
fiance afforded M r. Thomas an opportunity ot
regaining poffeffion of the diftricls belonging to
the deceafed Appakandarow, and which, as
above related, had been made over in form to
Furnaveefe. Mr. Thomas now pofleffed him-
felf of the diftrids in queftion, with an intent
to prefent them to Appa's heir ; but Ambajce
and M. Perron, who had been |ately nominated
to the chief command in Hindooftan, hearing
of hisintentions, united in requefting Mr. Tho-
mas to abftain from interfering in the affair.
Confulting with Vavon Row on the fubject, he
was advifed by that chief to comply, and at
length affented. In recompence for this con-
ceffion, the Marhattas gave him the pergunnah
of Badhli, which he added to his other acqui-
fitions.

Mr. Thomas next marched to Jeind, atown
on the frontiers of Hurrianah and Punjab, be-
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longing to Baug Sing. Thischief had, from
Mr. Thomas's firft entering the province, be-
haved towards him in a hoftile manner, for
which Mr. Thomas now determined to reta-
liate*  On his arrival at Jeind, the capital of
Baug Sing, he attempted to ftorrn the place,
but was driven back with the lofs of four hun-
dred men. Undifmayed even at a check fo
unexpected, Mr. Thomas, having fortified his
camp agreeably to his ufual cuftom, formed
the blockade of the place; by which means,
there being three thoufand perfbns within the
town, he expeded to compel them to a furren-
der. In this hope he was for the prefent dif-
appointed. Thefilter of Sahib Sing, of Putti-
alah, a woman of a mafculine and intrepid
fpirit, attended by a large force, arrived to fuc-
cour the place: with her alfo came Bughecl
Sing, and other chiefs of the Seiks. Mr. Tho-
mas, without hefitation, attacked the last-men-
tioned party with fo much fpirit that he com-
pelled them to retire: and following up his
victory, drove them through their own camp;
which, confiding of flraw huts, hequickly de-
stroyed by fire. They returned however to the
attack, and their numbersincreafing, they were
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permitted, by the fhameful fupinenefs of his
own officers, to take poffeffion of two redoubts,
by which many of his beft men were Cut to
pieces. Supplies of provifion coming in flowly,
and the country people perceiving the untoward
fituation of affairs, now declared againft him,
and joined the enemy. This compelled Mr.
Thomas, after a blockade of three months, to
raife the fiege, and return to Hanfi. The ene-
my, by this time increafed to ten thoufand
men, followed in hisrear ; and to add to his
diftrefs, the chief of Puttialah appeared at the
fame time with feveral pieces of heavy artillery.
A retreat in thefe countries being aways deemed
equivalent to a defeat, the peafantry who rofe
on all fides increafed the difficulty in his pro-
grefs.  In hope of diverting the enemy's atten-
tion, Mr. Thomas gave out that he was going
to Jypore ; which lying far diftant from their
own country, he expecled would induce them
to rclinqujfh their purfuit. In this he was un-
fuccefsful; but the enemy having repeatedly
attacked him, and as often been repulfed, now
of their own accord drew off, and directed their
march towards Hanfi. Hoping to intercept
him before he could reach that place, in their
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route they encamped at Narnound, a town
twenty cofs to the northward of Hanfi. Here
Mr. Thomas refolved to attack them. For
this purpofe he marched all night, and arriving
by daybreak in their camp, gave them acom-
plete defeat. Their tents, baggage, the how-
dahs of their elephants, the bazar, with one
thoufand faddles, and about two hundred
horfes, fell into his hands; but his troops dif-
perfing on all fides in fearch of plunder, pre-
vented his becoming mafter of their artillery
and elephants.

From theinclemency of the feafon, Mr. Tho-
mas was now neceffitated to return to the
place where he had depofited his heavy bag-
gage ; and the Seiks, in their late defeat, re-
paired to Jeind. Ontheir arrival they were re-
fufed admittance into the place, by the fifter of
Sahib Sing. Thislady, who, as we have before
feen, had on fevera occafions exhibited a fpirit
fuperior to what could have been expected from
her fex, and far more decided than her brother,
now offered to take the field in perfon. But
the Seik chieftains, afhamed in being exceeded
in fpirit by a woman, returned to encounter
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Mr. Thomas whom ,t,l:\cy found ;ncampcd near
a large town,, quy new-came to 4 refo uglon
to conquer, or perith in the attempt but whllﬁ

dchhﬁ,rq.m on the maqde of attack, their own
cpmp. wes fuddenly affaulted durmg the m,shl;
by 3;npymerous and daring banditti, “ho found-
ed theic, trumpsts wyith fuch lpud alaqms that
the Seiks, ;hmqug the. wh@lc fnrce of Mr.
Thamas way at hand abandoned their camp
with precipitation. Th;s cnrcum{hncc, though
it oceafigned no real lofy to the Sclks, had gmat
eﬁ'c& an the mmds of the cpum;y people, and
lc(ﬁ:ped ;lmr ideas of Seik prowefs, The Sglks
were pow ag defirous of peace as tbcy had be-
fore been gletcrmmed on the cont:nuancc of
hoftilitics : apd it wag at ]cngth agreed bthecn
;h: contending partiss that each fhould remain

n poffeflion of their fc.vcral d:ﬁrl&s, as thcy
{tood before the fiege of J cmd Ey.ccptmg the
Rajah of Pattialah, ail the reft were well fatif-
fied with the termination of hoftilities. . He
alone refufed to fign the treaty, although, in
fpite of his remonftrances, it was done by his
more fpirited fifter,  For this conduét the Seik
chief ungeneroufly evinced his refentment, by
detaining her a prifoner; but Mr. Thomas,

N
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deeming it hisduty to interfdi-c on this occafion,
by threats compelled him to relesfe her

About this tifne Mr. Thomas was invited by
Ambajee to unite their forces: for his afiftance
Mr! Thomas was to receive the monthly fum
of fifty thoufand rupees. Having dt prefent no
particular deftination, he clofed with the terms ;
and agreesbly to the inftrucftions of Ambajefe,
prepared to lead his army to Oudipoor to en-
counter Luckwa; who by this time, having re-
gained his liberty, was aflembled in great force.
As the country of Oudipoor conftitutes one of
the principal ftates of Rajcpootana, and is on
feveral accounts extremely interefting, we ihatt
hope for pardon in digreffing a little from the
thread of our narrative, and procefed to take a
retrofpective sfetch of itsgeographical pafition,
and internal refources.
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CHAPTER X.

Geographical defeription of the country of Ou-
dipoor or Mewar—its conftituion—manners
and cuftomsof theinhabitants-—military ope-
rationsin the Oudipoor country—termination
of thecampaign.

THE dominions of QOudipoor are feventy
oofs from north to fouth, and fifty from
eaft to weft.

They are bounded on the nfarth by Ajmere
and the principality of Kifhenghur, on. the
north and weft by Joudepoor, on the fouth
and eaft by the province of Malwa, and the
north-eaft by Kotah and Boondy.

The lands throughout Oudipoor are pof-
feffed by the princes, and chief nobility, and
areheld as Jaeedad. Thefelands at pnifent can
yield an annual revenue of a crore of rupees.

N 2
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it formerly produced a larger fum, but the
depredations committed by the Mahrattas fince
taking pofleflion of a great part of this coun-
try, have caufed its reduction to the prefent
ftandard; and though the Mahrattas fince their
conqueft have permitted the landholders above-
mentioned to retain their lands, yet by fre-
guent exactions and vexatious mulcts, their
value to the proprietors is confiderably lef-
fened,

M oft of the opulent towns in Mewar, which
formerly acknowledged the authority of the
Oudipoor family, are now in the hands of the
Mahr attas.

Theragjah isin aftate fimilar to that of the
emperor at Delhi; he is entirely guided by
Mabhratta councils, and dependant on them in
a great meafure for his fubfiftence: but in
Mr. Thomas's opinion, they'have not yet ob-
tained the ftrong holds in his country, and this
prince, at prefent fo infignificant, may poflibly
at no diftant period free himfelf from their
ufurpations.



GEORGE THOMAS. 197

Thecountry of Oudipoor isvery productives;
it yieds fugar-cane, indigo, tobacco, wheat, rice,
barley, and in fhort every thing to be foundin
other partsof India in the greateft abundance.

In Oudipoor are found iron-mines, excel-
lent timber, and in one part of the country is
produced fulphur.

The generality of cattle, however, are infe-
rior in quality to thofe of the more wcftern
countries: horfes only are humerous, and may
be procured at a moderate price.

The produce of the neighbouring ftates
being nearly the fame as that of Oudipoor, the
tradewith them is not confiderable, but a very
cxtenfive commerce from all parts of India was
formerly carried on through the agency of
the Ghoffeins of Nathdora ; this of late years,
through the oppreflive government of the
Mahrattas, has been obftructed in its progrefs,
almoft to annihilation.

This country is uncommonly ftrong by na-
ture. The city of Oudipoor, which is fituated



198 MEMOIRS OF

in an amphitheatre of hills, is guarded in the
apprgjach by a deep and dangerous defile, which
admits of only a fingle carriage palling at a
time. So extenfive is the circuit protected
by this pais, that between four and five hun-
dred villages are contained within its. range;
but Oudipoor, thus furrounded by hills, is very
unhealthy, and peculiarly fo during the fcafon
of the periodical rains.

The wells in the neighbourhood of the city,
though but a fmall diftance from the furfacc
of the earth, are ftrongly impregnated with
the mineral qualities of the water that flows
from the neighbouring hills, a principal caufe
of the infalubrity of this climate.

The internal adminiftration of Oudipoor is
extremely Angular, and therefore merits at-
tention.

The whole power of the ftate was formerly
Tefted in fixteen principal chieftains, who were
accuftomed to refide at court, with a ftipu-
lated number of followers. Thefe chiefs dif-
tinguUhed by the name of the fixtecn omrahs,
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and congantly refiding at the capital, under
the immediate eye of the fbvereign, this cir-
cumftance rendered it impoffible for them to
tranfact the bufmefs of their refpective do-
mains in perfon. To remedy this inconve
nience, thirty-two inferior chiefs were nomi-
nated to affift them with their counfels: thefe
were defignated the thirty-two omrahs; and
in order to affift the latter, in the ordinary de-
tail of bufinefs in the interior diftricts, fixty-
four inferior officers were appointed, who
from their number are alfo called the fixty-
four omrahs. Thefe combined, prefent a fyf-
tem not very diflimilar to that of the feudal
tenures of Europe, prior to the confolidatiort
of the French monarchy, under the emperor
(Charlemagne* though that prince, has been
blamed by hiftorians. for dividing.his,kingdom
among his children.

" In the original defign of this extraordinary
conftitution, it was intended that a grada-
tion of authority fhould be eftablilhed by the

* Conault the History of France, vol I. p.. 59, et seq.
Author anonymous
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fmaller number controlling the greater; fo
that the thirty-two chiefs were to be fubfer-
rient to the decries of the-council of fixeen,
and by a fimilar and progreffive ratio the refo-
lutioris of the fixty-four were to be controlled
by thofe of the thirty-two.

But, as thight reafonably have been expect-
ed, the chiefs by a frequent abufe of power,
at length fanctioned the interference of the
prince; who by intrigues and fowing diffen-
fions among them, gradually recovered the
exercife of his own authority.

He therefore forbade thefe high-fpirled
nobles to interfere with each others concerns
and to remedy the inconveniences that go-
vernment might fuftain from their private
feuds, the rajah appointed of his own accord
a dewaun, or controller-general; to whom
all complaints from the omrahs or the fubjects
withhin their refpective diftricts were to be
made,and Whofe adjudication was to be con-
fidered as final. As the lands throughout Ou-
dipoor had formerly been divided among the
omrahs, with a flight variation they have fo
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continued tothe prefent day; but the former
authority and political confequenefc enjoyed by
thefe omrahs in the adminstration of the go-
verriment,' have long ceafed, and at prefent
Mahratta influence alone prevails in the do-
minions of Oudipoof.

The policy of the Mahrattas has of late
been directed to diftrefs the people of Oudi-
poor with vexatious fines, rather than to dif-
poficfs them altogether, as they apprehend, if
driven to defperation, the Rajepoots might
not only unite in a common caufe, but by
deferring the level country and taking refuge
in the mountains, render their complete fub-
jedtion extremely difficult.

The nobility of Oudipoor are raepoots of
the tribe called Sefodia. This tribe among
them is efteemed the pureft and moft noble;
afew are Rahtours. In their perfons the Ou-
dipoor Rajepoots are not fo comely as the
neighbouring rahtours, nor are they fo cou-
rageous, although they frequently intermarry
with that tribe, This diginfction in the roje-
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poot blood, in M r. Thomas's opinion, may be
traced to the unhealthinefs of the climate.
Though affable in their manners and civil
to ftrangers, the raepoots of Oudipoor do
not poffdfs an equal fhare of fincerity with
their brethren in other parts of Rajepoo-
tana.

The military force of Oudipoor may be
eftimated at twelve thoufand cavalry; the in-
fantry, which is retained by the different om-
rahs in their refpective forts to guard againft
Mahratta invafion, is very inconfiderable. The
arms of the Oudipoor rajepoots confift of a
matchlock, a lance, and a fabre, though the
former are not fo much ufed as the two
latter.

They arc fond of glittering armour; and
clothe their horfeswith a thick quilting, which
it isfaid will refift the ftroke of a fabre.

Mr, Thomas moreover confiders the inha-
bitants of Oudipoor as more inclined to pomp
and luxaurythantheother, tribes
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It is however to be remarked,that when
the honour of their women is concerned, or
they are afraid of their being infulted, the Ra-
jepoots of Oudipoor, in common with their
brethren in the other ftates, not only make a
defperate refiftance, but if unfuccefsful feldom
furvive their difgrace.

Ifthe natural ftrength of this country, its
internal refources, and, above all, the fpirited
and war like character of itsinhabitants, be con*
fidered with attention, it can furely, concludes
M r. Thomas, be no matter of wonder, that the
fubjugation of a country fo difficult of accefs
Ihouldbe attended with innumerable obftaclcs;
or that the hardy and independant chiefs, im-
mured within their native faftnefles, mould not
only Hill be enabled to preferve themfelves from
the Mahratta yoke, but continue even to the
prefent hour to enjoy their patrimonial eftates
in an undifturbed tranquillity.

We muft now carry back our narrative to
the commencement of Mr. Thomas's cxpedi-
tion againft L uckwa; who, asbefore dated, had
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(taken a ftrong pofition on the frontiers of Oudi-
poor.

W hileon (the imarch towards that country,
M r . Thomas was alarmed by a mutiny which
broke out among his troops, occafioned by
delay in the payment of their arrears. As an
apology for aconduct fo unmilitary, they urg-
,.cd,.that asthey were now marching towards
the Deccan*, their families who were left be-
hind would fuftain much inconvenience. Al-
though there appeared fome reafon for the de-
mand, Mr. Thomas deeming it a dangerous
precedent to yield compliance, therefore gave
them a denial. The mutineers, growing out-
rageous, wifhed to furround and take him pri-
foner : this he evaded by encamping apart
from them with the foldiers who wereftill
faithful. He then called in a body of cavalry
to his affiftance, when the mutineers advanced
with their guns to attack him. Refolved to
rcprefs their infolence or perifh in the attempt,
Mr. Thomas now mounted his 'horfe, and
went to meet them. Several fhot were fired

* This word implies the south, in opposition to ootur or
thenorth : poorub isthe esdt, and pucbum the west.
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at him: but having refolutely feized oft the
ringleaders, he expeled them from the camp;
and the remainder, perceiving the fate of their
comrades, returned to their duty.

He then proceeded againft Luckwa, On the
road he wasjoined by vakeds from the rgjahs
of Joudpoor, Jypoor, and Kiflien Ghur, each
of whom brought prefents from their refpeo
tive matters. It was now reprefented to M t.
Thomas, that Scindiah having pardoned L uck-
wa, it was therefore improper to proceed to
hoftilities with that chief; but Mr. Thomas*
who only confulted the interefts of Artibajee in
whofe fervice he was now engaged, and from
whom he had received pofitive orders to fight
Luckwa wherever he came up with him, did
not, from thefe confiderations, think himfelf
at liberty to defift. But the former mutiny
among his troops, not having been properly
quelled, from amiftaken lenity in Mr.Thomas,
and uriwillingnefs on his part to pufh rhatters
to extremities, now broke out again with re-
doubled violence. With hisufual prompitude,
he feized on the ringleaders, and inftantly
caufed ohe of them to be blown from the
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mouth of a cannon; the otherswere Secured by
putting them in irons: this prompt fevcrity
was attended with the happieil effect, the mu-
tiny wasentirely fubdued, and was the laft he
ever experienced.

He was now joined by a brigade of troops
under Mr. Sutherland, who came for the avow-
ed purpofe of oppofmg Luckwa. On uniting
their force, they advanced towards Luckwa.
That chief, as yet unable to make an effectual
refiftance, encamped near the pafs leading to
Oudiporc, the nature of which haes been before
defcribed. Into this pafs he threw his heavy
baggage and ftores, a mcafure which on any
other occafion would have proved hisruin; but
Luckwa had previoufly received information
that the rana of Oudipore, being favourably in-
clined towards him, was ready to afford pro-
tection to himfelf and followers.

A plan of attack was now concerted by Mr.
Thomas and Mr. Sutherland, and the enfuing
morning named for carrying it into execu-
tion. That very night, however, Mr. Suther-
land, without affigning any caufe, to Mr. Tho-
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mass utter aftonifhment, thought proper to
decamp, and leave him to conduct the opera-
tions againft Luckwa with his own troops.

This circumftance infpired Luckwa with
confidence ; and he, who from the untoward
fituation of his affairs, had before been hum-
ble, now became haughty in proportion to
their" alteration. He fent letters to the differ-
ent chiefs in the neighbourhood, command-
ing them to join his ftandard. Three days after
M r . Sutherland'sretreat, M r. Thomas, leaving
Ambajee with his troops to protect the bag*
gage, advanced againft Luckwa in order of
battle; but the action was at that time pre-
vented by the coming on of a moft tremen-
dous ftorm of raihi thunder, and' lightning,
which induced Luckwato halt. M r. Thomas's
pofition being favourable for cavalry to act, of
which the enemy's force chiefly confifted, and
far fuperior in number, lie was defirous of
changing it; and accordingly, moving more to
the left, he took poft on a rifing ground from
whence he could have nothing to apprehend
from an attack of horfe. When theftorm was
pver, Luckwa again advanced towards Mr.
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Thomas; but feeing his advantageous pofiition,
and haying loft, a number of men in his ap-
proach from thefireof My. Thomas's attillery,
he thought proper to draw off the field. Mr.
Thomas,after a fevere and fatiguing fervice
during the day-time, returned in the evening
to his own camp.

At midnight, vakeels from Luckwa,arriv-
ing, in the camp, produced letters from Scin-
diah, in which that chief repeated his com-
mands for hoftilities to ceafe on both fides, he
having nominated Luckwato the government
of all his paiTefirons north of the Nerbuddah.
In the, morning a council of war being held,
thedifferent firdars each delivered his own opi-
nion, .Mr.Thomas,,on his part,-obferved, that
being employed by Ambajee for the expprefs
purpose of reducing the province of Mewar to
his authority, he could confent to no terms in
which the cvacuajion of that country by
Luckwa was not a leading article.

After much negotiation, a propofal was made
for both armies to march to the northern fron-
tier, and there wait for frefh inftructionsfrom
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Seindiah on the fubject. Mr. Thomas, well
apprifed of theinfinccrity of Luckwa, knew
that he only wiflied to gain time, in order to
form ajunction with a body of troops now on
their march tojoin him from Ajemere, and to
get that country in his rear, which, as the fort
and city of Ajemere belonged to him, would
enable him to receive aconftant fupply of pro-
vifions; lor thefe reafons, therefore, he was
averfe to the propofal. He knew afo, that
their prefent fituation near Oudipore would be
much benefited when the periodical rains,
which were now daily expected, fhould fet in,
as he would then be able to procure a fupply
of forage, of which they were in great want.

Thefe points he fubmitted to Ambajee's con-
fideration, but in vain, for that chiefs princi-
pal officers having been gained over by bribes,
declined acting againft Luckwa, until anfwers
to the proportions referred to Scindia Ihould
be received.

In thofe rcfolutions Mr. Thomas unwillingly
acquiefced. The armies commenced their
march, and although only at a diftancc of fifty

0
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cofs (the rains having overtaken them in their
route) fifteen days had elapfed before they
reached the northern frontier- Luckwahaving
by this time been reinforced by the troops
which he expected, asalfo by fbme from Oudi-
poor, peremptorily refufed to evacuate the
country. He accordingly recommenced hof-
tilities, and marched againft Mr. Thomas.
Ambajees's troops, who were encamped on an
extenfive plain, were in confequence open to
attacks of cavalry; Mr. Thomaswith hisufual
prudence had taken poll on the fpot of ground
furrounded on all fides by nullahs and ravines.
In a council of war held on the occafion, it was
determined that Ambajee's force ftiould en-
camp in Mr. Thomas's rear, by which means
they would be fecure from any attempt of the
enemy's horfe.  Prior to this determination of
the council being known, abattalion who had
began to dreis their victuals, could not be per-
fijaded to move off until they had finiflied
their mea ; the confequence of this delay
proved fatal; Luckwa, too late fenfiwe of his
error in not poffefling himfelf of the ground
occupied by Mr. Thomas, neverthelefsattempts
ed to take aredoubt that lay in his front ; for
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this purpofe he advanced with refblution, but
being foon compelled to retreat, he directed
his infantry to remain on the defenfive; and
eager to revenge his ill fuccefs, at the head of
a ftrong detachment of cavalry, he fell fud-
denly upon the battalion before mentioned,
who in their defenceess ftate were almoft cut
to piecess Mr. Thomas, leaving two batta-
lions to cover Ambajee, now proceeded with
the remainder to the attack of Luckwa's main
body, but a heavy ihower of rain falling, and
the fudden fwclling of the nullahs, prevented
further hoftilitics on that day. The rain con-
tinued without intermiffion for eight days
during which time no opportunity occurred of
renewing the conteft; frequent fkirmifhes
however took place. It was cuftomary for
Luckwa and fome of his principal Sirdars, at-
tended by afcled body of horfe, to pay daily
vifits to Mr. Thomas: they ufually ported
themfelves between the camp and the town of
Shahpoora, from whence he received fupplies
of grain.

To deceive the enemy on this pecafion,
Mr. Thomas was accustomed to change the
02
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uniforms and colours of his own people ; and
having by feints got within (hot of the enemy,
he frequently opened a smart cannonade ; one
in particular, the enemy approaching fo near,
that Luckwa himfelf could be edfily diftin-
guifthed. Mr. Thomas, by abriik and well-
directed fire, compéled them to a fpeedy re-
treat, after a confiderable lofs in men and
horfes Thefe fkirmifhes, though harafling to
the troops, did not occafion much lofs to ei-
ther party, who were now in daily expectation
of receiving orders from Scindiah to defift from
hoftilitics.  Intelligence now arrived that Per-
ron, taking advantage of M r. Thomas's abfence,
had invaded the purgunnah of Jyjur, and was
moreover committing depredations on other
parts of his pofleffions. This intelligence he
wifhed to keep fecret, but L uckwa, who had
previoufly received fimilar intimation, now
made M r . Thomas very handfome offersto in-
duce him tojoin his ftandard, but thefe were
refolutely rejeced. Mr. Thomas moreover ac-
quainted Luckwa, that though he might pof-
fibly leave the fervice of Ambajee at the ter-
mination of the prefent campaign, he could
never become his enemy, nor conned himfelf
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with thofe who were. This anfwer difpleaftd
Luckwa; he complained much in his durbar
of Mr. Thomas, wno he faid was a man of a
moft unaccountable character ; that although
repeated orders had been received from Scin-
diah to cedfe hoftilities, he could not be pre-
vailed on to obey them ; and finally charged
him with nothing lefs than aiming at the ex-
piration of Scindiah's authority, and the efta
blifhment of his own.

Not content with the fafcncfs of thefe ac-
cufations, Luckwa privately fent cmiffaries into
Mr. Thomas's camp to fow dilTenfions among
his troops, but they being discovered by his hir-
carrahs* were feized, put into confinement,

and there detained during the remainder of the
campaign.

The arts ufed by Luckwa on this occafion
having failed, Mr. Thomas conciliated the
good opinion of his foldicrs, by an aflurance of
fpecdily reconducting them to their own coun-
try. The force of Luckwa at this period

* Meffengars
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amounted to nine thoufand cavalry, fix thou-
fand regular infantry, two thoufand Rab il las,
and about five or fix thoufand mercenaries, to-
gether with ninety pieces of artillery.

Mr. Thomas had only fix battalions, by dc-
fertion much reduced, one hundred and fifty
cavary, three hundred Rohillas and twenty-
two pieces of artillery.

With this force comparatively fo fmall, he
was compelled not only to provide for the
fafety of Ambajee, but the fecurity of the
camp, to efcort provifions, and procure fup-
plies of forage for the whole.

Severa actions took place, in which Mr.
Thomas was ufually fucccfsful, having fre-
quently driven his antagonift back to his camp.
On one occafion Luckwa narrowly efcaped a
total defeat: he drew out his whole army,
and advanced upon Mr. Thomas, who, at the
time having only two battalions, was compelled
to retire; Luckwa followed in his rear to the
fkirts of his encampment, when, being fuddenly
joined by three additional battalions and a fup-
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ply of ammunition, unexpectedly turning on
his purfuers, gave them a molt fcvere check.

Luckwa returned in confufion witfy the lofs
of a great many men; and fo great was the
confirmation, that the darknefs of the night
alone faved him from a total defeat. Between
the camps there ran a nullah, the north fide
of which was occupied'by the army of Luck-
wa; and the troops of Ambajee and Mr. Tho-
mas were ftationed on the fouth. Ambagjee,
in order to prevent the advance of Luckwu's
artillery, who endeavoured to open upon him,
fortified an advanced redoubt on the north
fide of the nullah, but too far detached from
his main body to receive fuccour in cafe of an
attack. For its defence, were ftationed three
battalions of fepoys, fix pieces of cannon, and
one thoufand Ghoffeins. To fupport thcie,
three battalions were potted at a ihort diftancc
in the rear. A heavy rain had fell for twenty
four hours, which caufed two large refervoirs
to overflow their banks, by which means the
nullah rifing to a great height, became impaf-
fable, and thereby intercepted the communi-
cation between the camps. Luckwa availed
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himfelf of this opportunity, and attacked the
poft before-mentioned with great vigour and
refolution; his men in advancing to the af-
fault were up to their necks in water, which
refolute conduct infufed fuch terror into the
men in the redoubt, that being panick ftruck,
they furrendered without firing a fhot. The
Ghoffeins alone refufed to fubmit; and, after a
brave though fruitlefs refiftance, were cut to
pieces. Ambgjee's troops, who before this dif-
after refufed to fight, now deferted in great
numbers. Luckwa afo had by his intrigues
induced the Shahpoora Rajah tojoin in hofti-
lities againft Mr. Thomas, whofe fupplies by
this means were entirely cut off. Although
he had provifions fufficient for the confump-
tion of twenty days for his own troops, thofe
of Ambajee had not more than three.  Should
they be compelled to retreat unfupported by
him, they would moft likely be cut off by
their active and vigilant enemy. Mr. Thomas
was diftreffed for ammunition ; his fuperfluous
ftores having been left at Singanah, a place
twenty cofs diftant from their prefent encamp-
ment : the diftance did not permit his fending
a fmall force to efcort the ftores, and from pre-
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fent circumftances he was unable to detach a
larger party. For thefe reafons, he thought it
more advifable to march himfelf, and having
procured the ncceffary fupplies, to return to
his former ground; but Ambajee's fick and
wounded men having been left on the ground,
Mr. Thomas, with his accuftomecd humanity,
generoufly advanced money to procure them
carriage to the place. In his retreat he was
purfued by a party from Luckwa's army; but
after feveral ineffectual attempts the enemy
dciifted. and he completed the remainder of
his march unmolefted. We have before had
occafion to remark that Ambajee was icnfible
of his ill conducl in authorifing an attack on
Mr. Thomas's pofleffions, who had ever ferved
him with fidelity; that chief now wrote let-
ters excufing thefe attacks, and laying the
blame on the enmity of Mr. Perron.

In facl, both Ambajee and Perron, fuppofing
that Luckwa had been compelled to evacuate
the Me war, concluded there was no further
occafion for Mr. Thomas's fervice®; the pre-
fent time, therefore, appeared to thcra moft
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favourable for feizing his country; but perceiv-
ing his refolute conduct and fteady adherence
to their interefts during the late conflict, they
ultimately grew afhamed of their proceedings,
and defiftcd.

Mr. Thomas, though diffatisfied at the treat-
ment he had experienced, neverthelcfs refolved,
from prudential motives, to appear content;
and the diftrids which had been taken from
him having been reftored, the matter was
finally dropped.

Arriving at Singana, he completed his am-
munition and other rcquifites, and immediately
recommenced his march againft Luckwa;
that chief had invefted a fort about thirty cofs
to the north call of Singanah. Advancing by
ilovwv and eafy marches through the diftri<bts
occupied by Agagee Mirtha, Mr. Thomas
thought proper to punifli that chief for his
conduct on a late occafion. in having invited
the country people to declare againft him.

In a few days he arrived within twelve
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miles of Luckwa's camp, which he intended
to attack the next morning; but uckwa,
deeming himfelf unequal to the conteft, fud-
denly decamped from the fort he was befieg-'
ing, and having quitted the boundary in dis
pute, he in two marches reached his awn dif-
tricls in the province of Ajemere.

Letters had lately been received from Dow-
lut Rao Scindiah, enjoining Mr. Thomas to
obey Luckwa, and put an end to the conteft.
To thefe he had uniformly replied, that being
in the fervice of Ambajee, he could only pay
obedience to the orders of that chief; and in
this he was juilified by exprefs and repeated
commands not to cegfe from hoftilitics until
Luckwa had quitted the dominions of Oudi-
poore.

That objeel being now happily accomplish-
ed, Mr. Thomas employed himfelf inlevying
contributions to reimburfe Ambajee for the
expences incurred during the campaign. He
collected near four lacks of rupees, a fum con-
fiderably beyond the actual expenditure, and
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could have railed a great deal more, haxl not
Mr. Perrao about this time broke the treaty
into which he had lately entered with Anv
bajee.

Thistreaty ftipulatcd, that fhould Scindiah
hereafter think proper to rcinftate Luckwa in
his authority, they were to act in concert, a
meafure by which fecurity in their refpctive
poffeffions would be eftablifhcd.

In this agreement it was afo ftipulatcd that
Mcwar fhould remain in Ambajce's pofleflion.
Mr. Perron, who now began to entertain a
jealoufy againft Ambajee, entered into a pri-
vate and feparate treaty with Luckwa, whom
he had gained over to his intereft. The letters
from Scindiah were produced, rcquefting Am-
bagjee to withdraw his troops from the Me war,
and put Luckwa in poileffion of his country.
Perron advifed compliance with the order, and
in cafe of refuial threatened to affift Luckwa
in taking pofleffion by force. In this ftate of
the bufinefs, Ambajee wrote letters to his col-
lectorsand to Mr. Thomas, ordering them to



A.D. 1799] GEORGE THOMAS, 221

deliver over the country in difpute, and with-
draw the troops. Mr. Thomas, on receiving
a cypher from Ambajee, complied.

Mr. Perron now marched to Jypore; Am-
bagjee remained behind ; and not long after the
tranfa&ion above related, defired Mr. Thomas
to march to Duttiah. He was preparing to
obey, when a contrary order arrived, defiring
him to join the united force of Ambajce and
Luckwa. Mr. Thomas, from fuch contradic-
tory orders, fufpected treachery, and that
Luckwa wifhed only for this opportunity to
effedt his ruin.

Rcfufing therefore compliance with the
demand, he commenced his march north-
ward.

Luckwa now throwing off the mafk, wifh-
ed to fend a force after Mr. Thomas in order to
punifh him, but was not able to raifc a fupply
of money fufficient for the purpofe. Mr.
Thomas continued to levy contributions in the
Ajcmere province, through which he directed
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his march, and now coniidcrcd himfclf in a
(rate of actual hoftility againft Luckwa.

Hisfituation had by thistime become criti-
cd ; the army of Luckwa was but twenty cofs
to the eaftward of him ; that of Jypore lay in
his front ; and Perron himfclf was endeavour-
ing to hurt him at the court of the Ragah.
The bad water of the mountainous country of
Mewar having afFcded his army, a third part
of the troops were lick, but Luck was troops
were in a ftate of infubordination ; and the
Rajah of Jypore and Mr. Perron were at prc-
fent overawed by the prefence of Colonel Col-
lins, the Britifh Ambaflador at that court,
who about the latter end of ICHJ had arrived
at Janaghur, to demand the delivery of the per-
fonof VizierAlii, the fpurious Xawaub of Oude.

In this ftate of affairs, Mr. Thomas, after
eluding every attempt to oppofe his progrefs,
and having raifed contributions to the amount
of two lacks of rupees, arrived in his own ter-
ritory, defirous of obtaining fome repofe from
the fatigues of his late perilous campaign.
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His repofc however on this occafion was not
of long duration; the force which he had left
behind to collecl the revenues having accom-
plished their purpofc, now joined him ; and
finding himfelf at cafe with regard to die
Mahrattas, lie refolved to make an incurfion
into the Pnnjaub, in order to punifli Sahib
Sing of Puttialah, who had undefervedly ill
treated his filter tor entering into the negoti-
ations with Mr. Thomas the picccding year.
That chief had, moreover, during Mr. Tho-
mass abfence in the Me war country, autho-
rised depredations among his diilricts; hut
hoftilities were for the prcfent prevented by
the Seik chief agreeing to furrender certain
\illages, and paying afum of money as a com-
peniation for thofe depredations.

Mr. Thomas next turned his arms againft
the Rajah of Beykaneer, who, as we have be-
fore had occafion to remark, on the termination
of his late difpute, had given him fafe bills on
the merchants of Jypore. That Prince had
lately obtained fome advantages over his neigh-
bours the Battecs, an extraordinary race with
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whom he had long been at variance, and whofc
country, from its Angularity of fituation, as
well geographical as ftatiftical merits a digref-
flon from the ordinary courfc of Mr. Thomas's

narrative.
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CHAPTER XL

Defcriptive account of the country of the Battles
—Jingular manners and cufloins of the hthabi-
tants—military operations a"ainjl the Rajah
of Beykaneer—Afr. Thomas returns to Jyjur.

HE country of the Batties is bounded on

the north by the Punjab and the rive*
Sutledge, edft by the diflrict of Hurrianah,
weft by the dcfert, and fouth by Beykaneer.

It is fifty cofs from edft to weft, and about
one hundred from north to fouth.

That part of the country beft adapted for
the purpofcs of cultivation is aong the banks
of the river Cuggur, extending from the town
of Futtahbad to that of Batnier. The foil is
uncommonly productive, which antes in; a
great megfure from the immenfe body of wa-
ter defcending from the mountains during the
rainy feafon ; this caufing the banks of the

F
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river to overflow to an extent of feveral miles,
leaves on the retiring of the waters a loamy
earth, which rewards the labours of the pea-
sant in the produce of an abundant harveft.

Where the river overflows, wheat, rice, and
barley are plentiful, and in the higher parts of
the country are likewife to be found thofe dif-
ferent fpecies of grain which are common
throughout India. The remainder of the Bat-
tie country, owingto afcarcity of water, is un-
productive.

The courfe of the Cuggur river has already
been laid down in our detail of the'Punjab.
Itis here, therefore, fuiTicicnt to remark that
during Mr. Thomas's refidence at Batnier, he
could perceive little veftige of what was called
the ancient bed of this river; but from the
fcanty information he procured, it appeared to
him that the river, though it formerly ran
.along the north fide of the fort, its channel
had been choked up by vail gquantities of earth
forced down from the mountains; and, accord-
ing to the prevailing opinion of the natives,
though now loll in the fands weft of the city,
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it formerly extended as far as the Sutledge,
which it joined in the vicinity of Feroze-
pore.*

Batnier, the capital of the diftricl, and red-
dence of the Rajah, is two hundred miles weft
of Delhi, and about forty fouth of fiatinda.
The towns of Arroah, Futtahbad, Sirfah, and:
Ran} ah, conftitutc the other places of note in
the Battie country; thefc towns, together with
the numerous villages, afford a population fuf-
ficient to bring into the field an army of twenty
thousand men, without detriment to the cul-
tivation of the lands.  Of late years, however,
many of the Battics, migrating from their na-
tive country, have fixed their refidence in tl|c
weflcrn parts of the dominions of Oude, and
at'the prcfent day ievera families of this fingu-
lar tribe aie to be met with in the vicinity of
Chandowiy, in Rolnicund.

As peculiarity in manners more diftinclly
faves to difcriminate the genius and character
of a people, a few of the Angularities obfov-

Consult the map,
P2
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able among the Batties may perhaps not be
deemed unworthy of our notice. A defert fe-
parates them from any communication with
the countries to the weftward; parties arc
often formed for croffing this defert, in order
to invade the ncareft diftricl. They fet out
numerous and well equipped ; intelligent per-
fons amongft them are felccled by the reft as
guides to the party, to whofe orders, during the
journey, they pay the moft implicit obedience,
and on arrival at the frontier of the enemy's
country their authority is at an end.

For the performance of thefe journeys, they
have camels, which are loaded with bread,
water, and other neceflary articles of provifions.
This flock being previoufly fent off, is depo-
fited at different parts of the defert, which ex-
tends from fixty to feventy cofs. Thefe places
arc confidercd as points of rendezvous to meet
with their fupplies; not a drop of water, or pro-
vifions of any kind, being othcrvvifc procurable;
and fhould thefe fupplies fail by any accident,
inevitable death awaits them all.

The guides, whom we have before men-
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tinned, become fkilful by long experience and
conftant practice. Without the aid of a tree,
or land mark of any defcription, to dired them
in their march over this dreary defert, they
fcldom fail not only to ascertain the place
where the provisons are depofited, but like-
wife to condudl the intrepid adventurers to the
deftined fpot. It frequently happens, more-
over, that individuals of the party, who, from
heedlefsnefs and inattention, ilray from the
caravan, opprefled by the multiplied evils of
thirft, hunger, and fatigue, perifth mifcrably in
the defert.

" So where our wide Numidian wastes extend,

" Sudden th' impetuous hurricanes descend,

" Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play,

" Tear up the sands, and sweep whole plains away.

" The hdpless traveller with wild surprise,

" Seesthe dry desert all around him rise,
" And, smother'd in the dusty whirlwind, dies!"'*

In their progrefs during this fingular march,
the guides are dircfted by the Sun by day, and
the North Star by night ; and with theie un-
erring marks they are enabled to perform jour-
neys which appear almoft incredible.

* See Addison's Cato.
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Thefe journeys are moreover performed with
Accuracy and exaftnefs. Departing at night
from afixed or given point, and often fteering
different courfcs, by the aid of the figns above-
mentioned, they will, after a march of thirty,
Forty, and even fifty cofs, return to the fpot
from whence they fat out, and, with the ex-
ception of rain or cloudy weather, fcarce ever
deviate from their point of dcftination. Should
they be prcffcd for provifions on their journey,
or haveconfumed their ordinary ftock, a bul-
lock or calf, belonging to the party, is killed,
roafled, divided, and eaten on the fpot; and at
the conclufion of thisprimitive meal, the com-
pany refume the journey with their accuftomed
alacrity.*

We have hitherto feen the faireft fide of the
character of this extraordinary people. Can-
dour requires us to ftate that they are cruel in
their nature, favagc and ferocious in the high-
eft degree; that they have an utter abhorrence

* Are not these traits the Scythian characteritics ? and
do we not in the foregoing description recognise the pas
toral lives of the Nomades of antiquity ?
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of all the ufages of civilized life, are thieves
from their birth, and fcruple not, in their pre-
datory incurfions into the neighbouring dif-
trids, {hough unrefiflcd, to add murder to
robbery.

This thievifh fpirit may be faid to have
reached even the throne iffelf, as the Rgjah hes
not been afhamed to declare, in Mr. Thomas's
hearing, that he willingly participated in the
fpoils thus collected by his own iuhje&s. This
faft was afcertained by Mr. Thomas from the
Rajah himfcif, during arefidence of two months
in his camp : in other refpe&s, agood and hu-
mane character. The Rgah fpoke without
the leaft appearance of fhame of the depreda
tions committed by his fubjects. When it was
remarked that the foil and climate of his coun-
try were fufficiently fertile to fuppty the wants
of the inhabitants by the honeft labours of the
plough, he replied, that the fmall number of
Rajpoots in his fervice, compared with the
mafs of the country people, did not allow him
to reftrain the latter in thofe unlawful acts, as
any interference with fo old and cftablimed a
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cuftom would, in all probability, prove fuhyer-
five of his own authority.

A people fo cnterprifmg muft, no doubt, ap-
pear formidable to their enemies; yet if they:
utter contempt of fubordination, and the weak-
nefs of their means of defence be duly confi-
dered ; that they are a tumultuousrabble, voitf
of order and difcipline, it is matter of wonder
that fome of the neighbouring nations have
not taken advantage of their weaknefs, and
prevented this neft of banditti from interrupt-
ing their tranquillity. In their wars, or rather
their depredations with the adjoining coun-
tries, they have been in general fuccefsful, and
the territories of Sahib Sing, Loll Sing, and
Baug Sing, chiefs of eminence among the Sciks,
have frequently fuffered by the inroads of this
daring people, and been moreover not unfre-
quently compelled to purchafe peace.

To thefe may likewifc be added the coun-
try of the Baloochcs, weft of the Sutledge;
the diftrift of Hurrianah ; and the province of
Beykanecr; all which have in turn fuftained
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their ravages, and by which means, more than
two thoufand villages, which were once popu-
lous, highly cultivated, and produced a reve-
nue of from twenty to thirty lacks of rupees,
have now become a barren waite.

Another trait in the character of the Battles
is their permitting their women to appear in
public unveiled, and without any fpecies of
concealment, though common in other parts
of India. On the contrary, with the exception
of the wives of their chiefs, who are in general
Kgjpoots, the females are univerfally admitted
to move about in company with the men,
tending their flocks and herds, and, like the
Scythians of old, travcrfing from place to place
in fearch of forage and water.

" At th' approach of night,
4 On thefirst friendly bank he throws him down,
" Or reds his head upon arook till morn,
Y Then rises fresh, pursues his wonted game;
** And if the following day he chance to find
" A new repast, or an untasted spring,
" Bleses his stars, ami thinks it luxury.*

* See Addison's Cato.
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The Batties are of the Mahomedan religion.
In common with other Muflulmans, they are
fond of tobacco to excels; and whether on
horfeback in the field, at the plough, or in
their domeftic avocations, are never fcecn with-
out the hookha.

It hes been remarked that this people can
bring into the field from twenty to thirty thou-
fund men, but they are ill-armed, and without
difcipline.

The revenues of the Battle Prince arife
chiefly from the plunder acquired by the in-
c.irfions of his fubje<3sinto the neighbouring
ftates, though it is difficult to afcertain the cx-
a6l receipts, but they do not in generd
amount to more than ten lacks of rupees.

The trade of the Batties is very circum-
fcribed, with the exception of the fde of their
lurplus grain, ghee, and cattle of different kinds:
they have little interference with other Itates,
and that chiefly with the petty merchants of
Nohur and Bchadra aready mentioned, and
with whom alone they hold a correfpondencc
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from motives of religious veneration to the
memory of Shaick Fcreed, an eminent Maho-
medan faint, v\ ho flourifhed about the eighth
century .of the Hijerah.

This veneration is earned {o far asto claim
protection in his name. Though deaf to the
voice of mercy in other rdpecls and cruel
from their natural difpefition, yet in this in-
fiance the Batties rcftrain themfelves with a
moderation truly lingular.

Such is reprefented by Mr. Thomas to be a
faithful portrait of the mixed character of this
extraordinary people; and if the leading features
of it be confidered attentively by a reflecting
obferver, a comparifon with their barbarifm,
and the happy rcfult arifing from the advan-
tages of civilifed life in other parts of the world,
may be made to advantage, though it irill &f-
fords an imprefiivc leffon oi the mutability of
human nature, and the caprice and instability
of all human inltitutions.

The chiefs of the Batties were originally
Rajpoots, but are now Mahomedans. About
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fix hundred years ago their anceftors migrated
from the province of Jeflelmere; and after fe-
vera viciffitudes of fortune, at length fettled as
cultivators of the foil in the diftrid at prefent
called the Battie country.

The majority of the prefent inhabitants,
who acknowledge the authority of the defen-
dants of the chiefs aforementioned, were ori-
ginally Jauts, inhabiting the weftern banks of
the Sutledgc, in the 29th degree of north lati-
tude. They embraced the Mahomedan reli-
gion, and about one hundred years fincc were
invited by the anceftors of the prefent rgjah to
crofs the Sutlcdge, and fettle in the vicinity of
Batnier, where their defcendants ftill continue
to refide.

Refunding our narration, after this digrcf-
fion, it muft now be remarked, that the local
advantages pofTcffed by the rgjah of Beykaneer
had induced him to ereel afort fix cofs to the
iouth-weft of Batinda, the capital of the Battcc
tribe, which fcrved in fome mcafure to over-
awe thofe defperate marauders, or at leaft to
check their predatory incurlionsinto his own
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country. In this fort, exclufive of the garri-
fon, he ftationcd a large body of cavalry, who
fo annoyed the Batties by frequent Talies, in
which they took fuch numbers of cattle, that
the inhabitants entertained thoughts of emi-
grating from their own country altogether.

When Mr. Thomas reached the frontiers of
Beykaneer, the chiefs of the Batties, hearing
of his arrival, were defirous of entering into a
treaty with him; and, in order to fecure him
in their interefts, offered the fum of -10,000
rupees, if he would reduce the fort abovemen-
tioncd, and liberate them from their unplea-
fant fituation.

The offer being act opted, after a march of
ten days, Mr. Thomas reached the city of Bat-
nier, the moft weftern habitation in that part
of India.*

This city, occupied by the troops of Bcy-

* |n this sense at least it is understood at present, there
being no habitation west of it until you pass the Sut ledge,
from whence commenees the country of the Baloochc*,
who are at present tributaries to Zemaun Shah, king of
CabuL—Consult the map.
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kaneer, was, from its natural pofition, almoft
inacceffible to an enemy, there bein<r no water
to be procured nearer than twelve miles. The
garrifon being numerous, M r. Thomas thought
it moil eligible to batter in breach, which he
did, and was making the neceiTary preparations
for ftorming, when the enemy capitulated.
lie alowed them to march out with the ho-
nours of war, and immediately put the Battie
chiefs in pofl'effion of the place.

Several other places were then taken pof-
ieilion of, and various actions took place, by
which, and the unhealthincfs of the climate,
Mr. Thomas'h troops were reduced to one third
only of their original itrength. This was the
more unplcafant, as.the brother of one of the
chiefs above-mentioned, who weas at,variance
with him, commenced hoftilities againft Mr.
Thomas, who, on account of the deficiency of
his force, from the cauies above ftatcd, being
fcarcely equal to the encounter, was.compelled
to fortify his can,p.

By night the enemy made frequent attacks;
but, unfuccefsful in all attempts, at length
gave up the point, and withdrew their army.
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Mr. Thomas then marched and took poflcf-
fion of the town of Futtahbad, which with
feverad others he burnt, and would now, in
all probability, have got pofleffion d* the whole
country, had not the enemy at this time re-
ceived affiftancc from their neighbour, the Selk
chief of Puttialah. That chief, having fent
one thoufand cavalry to their aid, and con-
cluded a treaty of alliance, Mr. Thomas did
not deem the pre lent moment favourable for a
profecution oi' hoflilitics. lie therefore re-
turned to Jyjur, in order to afford fome relief
to his people from the diftempers they had
contracted in the courfe of the campaign.

About this time, Luckwa, through the in-
trigues of Mr. Perron at Scindiah's dutbar,
had been again fuperfeded in his command.
To haften his downfall, and if poifiblc take
him prifoner, Perron marched againft him with
his whole force.

But Luckwa, leaving his camp and baggege
a prey to the enemy (who on their arrival
were too much taken up in plundering to fol-
low in the purfuit), and having previously fent



240 MEMOIRS OF [A. D. 1800

off his family to fesk an afylum in the domi-
nions of Joudpore, thus "effected his own

cfcape.

Among the Rajpoot ftates, the fituation of
Joudpore is deferving of particular attention ;
and we flial therefore, as on fimilar occafions,
turning ailde from the detail of military tranf-
aclions, embrace the opportunity thus afforded
of taking a retrofpeclive fketch of the refources
of the country, as well as prcfent our readers
with an account of ibme of the manners and
cuftoms peculiar to this fingular people.
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CHAPTERXII.

Geographical defcriptton of Joudpoor or Marwar
—Manners and cufloms of the inhabitants—
—Hi/lory—Mr. Thomas's military operations
—Capture of Bhaut—Tranfacliom in the ter-
ritories of Roy Kellann.

TOUDPOOR or Marwar is bounded on the

north by Beykaneer, north-weft by Jcffcl-
mere, and well by the defert; on the fouth-
well by the country of the Sindys, fouth by
the province of Guzurat, ibuth-caft by Me war,
and egft by the dominions of Jypoor.

It is in length two hundred and twenty cofs,
and in breadth one hundred and eighty, at the
computation of two Britifti miles to the cols.

This extent of country is fuppoied formerly
to have contained from eight to ten thouiand
villages, including the capital towns within its
range. The population was then great, but
at prefent it poffefies not more than five thou-

Q
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fand inhabited villages, with a confiderable dc-
creafe of population. The fouthcrn, fouth-
caftem, and caftern frontiers of Joudpoor arc
abundantly fertile. The land is well watered
by ftreams, which, as in Mewar, flow from the
mountains. It yields wheat, barley, and other
kinds of grain common in India. Exclufive
of thefe advantages, lead mines are found,
which confiderably add to the revenues of the
date. The imports into Joudpoor confift of
cloths, fliawls, fpices, opium, rice, fugar, fteel,
and iron. They export fait, camels, bullocks,
and horfes. the latter are ftrong, boncy, and
of high ftature. The bullocks are of a very
large (ize, as are likewife the camels. In lhort,
the breed of cattle in general is fuperior to that
of the neighbouring ftates.

The inhabitants of Joudpoor arc Rhatorc
Rajcpoots. They are not only a more comely
race of men as to perfon, but are braver, pof-
fefs a higher fenfe of honour, and are more in-
dependant than their furrounding neighbours.
Mr. Thomas afcribes thefe diftinguifhing cha-
ractcriftics to phyfical caufes, to the influence of
climate, and to their intermarrying with the



GEORGE THOMAS. 243

pureft caft of the Rajepoot tribes. Thefe are
the Secfodyah, the Kutchwah, the Adda, and
the Bawtee. To thefe caufes may be added
the good examples fet them, both as to man-
ners and morals, by a fucceffion of wile and
prudent princes, who, firft by their achieve-
ments in war abroad, and afterwards by the
care they took of their affairs at home, in the
internal regulations of their country, have
contributed in a very high degree to amelio-
rate the character and difpofitions of their fub-
jecls.

The Rhatore Rajepoots are mild in their
manners, and are polTefled of a natural politc-
nefs which renders their fbciety extremely
agreeable.  When a Rhatore has pafled his
word for protection, it may ftri&ly be relied
on. They arc averfe to litigious controversy.
In their focial converfations they carefully avoid
difputes, and pay the greateft attention to the
perfbn who is ipeaking. In their hofpitality
they exceed the bounds of more civilifed na-
tions: for fo attentivearethey to the perform-
ance of this duty, that, in the inteifei parts of
the country, the head of a village will not fit

Q2
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down to eat bis own meal until he hes been
fatisfied that travellers and ftrangcrs have re-
ceived every accommodation which hisvillage
affords. A rare and Angular inftance of pri-
meval limplicity of manners!

They delight in warlike exercifc, are fond
of the chafe, and firing their matchlocks. Re-
tired after the fatigues of hunting, they are
accuftomed to hold focial aflemblies. They
iiften with great carneftncfs and eagernefs to
the btiuhtee, or poets, who, like the bards of
of old, recite in heroic numbers the warlike
deeds of their anccftors.

In the adminiftration of juftice they are
alike fingular. Murder, the fouleft of crimes,
is feldom puniflied with death; and for this
reafon, that it fcarccly ever occurs, except
when occafioned by a fpirit of revenge for
pcrfona injuries. and for this they have the
fan&ion of cuftom from time immemorial.

Theft is punifhed by bariifhment; fmaller
crimes by a reprimand, whicl” from the fpirit
of the Rhatorc Rajcpoot, generally terminates
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in avoluntary exile from his native country,
where he cannot endure to live after being fub-
jefted to reproach. In this, likewifc, the /pi-
rit of this extraordinary race is confpicuous: a
man who goes into voluntary exile may \( he
plesfes, after a ftated period, return to his na-
tive place; whereas the poflibility of return is
rigidly precluded to him who is banifhed for
the degrading vice of theft. Although the
Rajepoot chiefs, in their refpeftive diftrifls, af-
fume to themfelvcs an cxclufive and arbitrary
right over the lives and property of their fub-
je<3s, yet it is not confidcred by the natives as
a hardfhip, as their mild, conciliating fway
renders efy the condition of the peafantry.

Fugitives of all defcriptions from the neigh-
bouring countries are received without diftinc-
tion; and, except in cafes of theft and mur-
der, arc fure of protection and fupport. So
high a fenfc do they entertain of the laws and
rights of hofpitality, that they not only rcfufe
to deliver up the delinquents, but are even ac*
cuftomed to affift in forwarding them through
the country to the confines of the neighbour*
ing ftate.
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It does not gppear that a cuftom fo Angular
obtains in any other part of Hindooftan. In
the management of their domeftic concerns,
the Rhatore Rajepoots are no lefs remarkable
for their attention to the femae part of the
family,

A plurality of wives, though admitted by
the laws of the country, is feldom pra&ifed,
except among the princes and great men, who
on thefe occafions are actuated by motives of
policy and ambition. Among this tribe of
Rajepoots, the mother of the eldcft lon is held
in raoft refped.

Females, on the death of their hufbands,
often refign themfelves to the flames with the
moft heroic fortitude.

This aft is however voluntary. But, in the
opinion of the Raepoots themfelves, thofe fe-
males would be diftionoured in the eftimation
of their countrywomen who preferred drag-
ging on a reproachful exiftence; They* would
be fhunned in fociety; and at the houfe of
their father, or that of their father-in-law,
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generally be compelled to pafs the remainder
of their lives in folitary widowhood.

From the early period of fix years of age,
all Rajepoot females are concealed from the
fight and convcrfation of men, except their
neareft relations.  In the table of confangui-
nity on this occaflon are included fathers,
uncles, brothers, and coufins.

W ith thefe exceptions, a Rajepoot lady would
coniider her reputation as fullicd by expofure
to the fight of a man. To fo high a pitch
indeed do they carry their proud fenie of ho-
nour in regard to the female chara&er, that it
not unfrequently terminates in a manner moft
ferocious and lamentable.

W hen an honourable Rajepoot, whofe family
is with him, finds himfelf furrounded by the
enemy, and a force fb fuperior that the hope
or poffibility of efcapc is utterly excluded, he
firft enquires whether, if by furrendcr, he can
fecure the honour of his family.  Should this
be found impra&icabie, or even doubtful, be
forms and immediately executes his defperate



248 MEMOIRS OF

projecl. Clothing himfelf in a yellow drefs,
which is the fymbol of defpair, he, in company
with others of his neareft relations, repairs to
the apartments of the women, when the whole
of the females are involved in a promifcuous
and indifcriminate (laughter; the women,
themfelves, on this occafion, not unfrequently
raifing their hands againll their own lives!

On the completion of this horrid deed, the
furious'ligjepoot, rufhing out like a lion, bears
down every thing before him : it is death alone
that can fatisfy him for the lofs of his tendered
and deareft connections. In this inftance aone
will he ilrike a falling foe.  The acl which he
has lately committed works him up to a ftate
of abfolute infanity. Defpair gives him cou-
rage more than mortal; and if, by his cnthu-
fialtic and furious onfet, he fhould chance to
overcome the enemy, though ever fo fupcrior
in point of numbers, when opposition is abfo-
lutely at an end, and his frame exhaufted with
fatigue, is on the point of yielding to nature,
he difdains to furvivc the lofs of his family,
but terminates the awful fcene by gencroully
plunging his fword into his own bofom!
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For thefe and other obftinate prejudices, the
Rajepoots have been accufed of cruelty; but it
muft be considered, in extenuation of the a&,
that thisrefolution is founded on principle; it
isimbibed in their infancy, and almoft fucked
inwith their parent food; that it is juftified
by cuftom and precedent, and that a Rajepoot
who mould furvive the diihonour of his wife
and family, would be treated by his brethren
to the remainder of his life with contempt and
pever.-ending reproach.

Although the circumftances above related
do fometimes occur, it is by no means frequent,
fince the fpirit of this people being known, it
is not difficult to be avoided.

Throughout Hindooftan the fan&ity of the
haram isin genera refpeded; and, except in
cafes of refiftance, hoftility is feldom carried to
extremity; while on the contrary it not un-'
frequently happens that, by a previous ftipu-
lation between the contending parties, the
females of either family are accuftomed to
afk and to receive the prote&ion of their
enemies.
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The Rhatorcs intermarry with other tribes,
but of the pureft blood, though they will not
give their children either to the Bundeclahs,
Scindiahs, or Holkars, whom they confider of
inferior caft and impure blood.

The cuftom of putting to death the females
of the family, as remarked on a former occa-
fion, likevviie obtains among the Ilhatore Kaje-
poots; although one of their late princes, rgjah
Bcgiah Sing, by prohibiting the fhedding of
blood of any kind throughout his dominions,
endeavoured to reclaim them from this fan-
guinary prejudice; the prefent lovercign of
Joudpoor, by name Rccun Sing, being a weak
prince, effeminate, and luxurious, his fubje&s
have dready relapfed into their ancient and
moft abhorred cuftom. The chief force of
Joudpoor is in cavary, and has aways been
conudcred as formidable.

Their horfes arc good ; and their ftrength in
cavalry Mr. Thomas computes at twenty-five
thouland men; though, fince the acceflion of
the late rgjah, and in their wars with the Mah-
rattas, they have fcldom been able to bring into
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the field more than twenty thoufand Rhatorc
Rajepoots.

The rajah of Joudpoor has generally in ht$
pay from four to fix thoufand mercenaries, two
thoufand of which are cavalry; and in cafes
of emergency he might cxpeti to bejoined by
the troops of Bcykaneer. His force in ca-
valry may on the whole be citimated at thirty
thoufand men.

On their infantry, like many othersin the
interior partsof India, they place but fmall re-
liancc, being fddom employed except in the
garnlons.

The artillery is numerous, and confifts of
feveral hundred pieces of cannon, moft of
which were taken by the anccftors of the pre-
sent rajah, when that prince furprifed the camp
of the emperor Aurung Zcbc, in the defiles of
the Rhatore mountains, on the return of the
imperial army from the Dcccan.*

* Conallt Dow's Higory of Hindoogtan, vdl iii.
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This artillery however, fevera of the pieces
being fo much honeycombed from age, and
almoft all of them deftitute of carriages, can-
not excite much apprchenfion. The arms of
a Rhatore Rajepoot confifts of a fcimitar, made
of a fpecies of iron called farohee® which,
though well calculated for cutting, is brittle
in fubftance; a fpear, and fome of them have
matchlocks, though in general the Rhatores
truft to their fwords.

Of their bravery we have before fpoken;
but their Angularity of chara&er extends even
to their method in fighting, as they will not
kill a flying enemy, or fhed blood when refift-
ance cedfes.

Averfe to plunder, though even in the ene-
my's country, they will not indulge themfelves
in predatory warfare; a practice fo common
with the Mahrattas and other of their neigh-
bours. It isin adtua combat aone they are
truly formidable. In the charge of cavalry in
particular, Mr. Thomas thinks they are fupe-
rior to moft of the horfemen in India;* but



GEORGE THOMAS. 28%

"when headed by their prince in perfcn, or by
a favourite and fuccefsful genera, they are in
his opinion irrefiftible.

The revenues of Joudpoor chiefly arife from
the rah darecs, or road-duties. There is like-
wife aduty levied on merchandife of all kinds,
the exclufive revenue produced from the poll-
tax in capital cities, which is confidered as a
kind of privy purfe to lupply the expences of
the fovereign, and a ftipulated annual tribute
from thofe chiefs who hold their lands in Jaie-
dad, for the payment of the troops.

Thefe together may amount to about twenty-
lacks of rupees, which is the fole property of
the rgjah. With regard to other funds, efpe-
cialy the tribute which is paid to the Mah-
rattas, the extra expences incurred by govern*
ment in railing additional troops in times of
emergency, and various other contingencies,
thefe are fubfcribed for by the principal land-
holders; and the money thus confolidatcd is
thrown into the general treafury of the ftate.

The Rhatore Rajcpoots attribute their origin



254 MEMOIRS OF

and firft fettlement in Joudpoor to the following
tradition, as handed down in regular fucceffion
from father to fon.

About feven hundred years fincc, three bro-
thers of a noble family at Kinnouge quitted
that city by mutual agreement, and travelled
weffoward towards Jeffelmere.

Their names were Joud Sing, Kundal Sing,
and another whofe name M r. Thomas has for-

gotten.

In their route to the place above-mentioned
they pafled by the town of Joudpoor, at that
time an inconfiderable place, inhabited by Bra-
mins; who, happening to be at variance with
their neighbours, folic!ted and obtained the af-
fiftance of the three brothers, and were, in con-
fequence, foon put in poffeffion of their rights.
On the performance of this fervice, the Bra-
minswould gladly have got rid of their power-
ful allies; but they liking the country were
defirous q( fettling in it altogether, and for this
purpofe they fent for their refpedive families,
who had been left at Kinnouge.
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The Bramins, however, at firft refifted this
intrufion, but in the end being detected in a
confpiracy to affaffinate the Rajepoot chiefs,
they fell a facrifice to their own treachery, and
were themfelves, without mercy, put to the
fvvord.

From that period the authority of the Raje-
poots commenced in Joudpoor, and Joud Sing,
as the elder brother, gave his own name to the
place where they had firft flopped. He founded
the prefent city of that name, which in procefs
of time became the capital of the Rhatore Raje-
poots.

Kundul Sing, the fecond brother, took pof-
feffion of the neighbouring territory of Beyka-
neer, where he fettled with hisfamily : and the
defcendants of the third brother at prefent oc-
cupy the diftricl: of Behadra.

M r. Thomas not choofing to remain inactive,
and arrears to alarge amount being due to him
fromhisnorthern diftricls* herefolved to march
thither. 'In his route he punifhed a numerous
and daring banditti, who had freguently an-
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noyed him by their predatory attacks; and
who, having been joined by numbers of the pea-
fantry who were aflembled in confiderable force
at the village of Seefana, now confident in their
numbers, iflued forth from their ftrong hold to
give battle to Mr. Thomas on the plain. But
their temerity proved their deftruction ; for his
troops, after a defperate conflict, not only com-
pletely defeated the enemy by driving them of f
the plain, but followed fo clofe at their hedls
as to enter the town along with the fugitives,
where they killed and wounded upwards of feven
hundred men. His own lofs on this occafion was
confiderable; but the capture of this place flruck
fuch terror throughout the country, that the re-
mainder fubmitted without a ftruggle.

Mr. Thomas having raifed the neceflary con-
tributions, and being fatisfied in regard to the
arrears due to his troops, next levied contribu-
tions on the diftri&s held by Simbonauth, one
of Luckwa's colle&ors in the neighbourhood
of Sehaurunpore.  Simbonauth was at that
time in the Doo Ab, with a numerous though
confufed and diforderly rabble.  He had lately,
fuflained fome fmart ikirmiflies with the troops,
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fent againft him by Mr. Perron ; but, his troop
having been corrupted by means of a large fum
of money, which Perron found means to diftri-
bute, Simbonauth was at length neceffitated
to fubmit, and give up part of his diftritfs, to
fecure. the remainder from the grafp of the
Mahrattas.

M r. Thomas having thus raifed the fum re-
quired, returned to Hanfi. About thistime
Mr. Perron, who had in vain exerted himfelf
to obtain poffeftion of the perfon of Luckwa,
or his family, returned from the army. Well
aware that littlewas to be gained by open hof-
tilitieswiththe Rajepoots, he marched back to
Delhi, " in order/* fays Mr. Thomas, " to
" gather eaiier laurels from the grain merchant,
" Simbonauth who was by this time once
“'more ready to attempt the recovery of the
" diftri&s which he had beSn fo recently com-
" pelled to refign,”

Soon after his arrival at Delhi, Mr. Perron
with aconfiderable body of men, having crofled
the Jfcmna, paffed into the Dooab, to a6l againft
Simbonauth ; at the fame time he difpatched

R
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lettersto M r. Thomas, which he pretended to
have received from the Paifhwa, containing or-
ders enjoining him to affift Luckwa, who was
declared to be the protector of the family of the
deceefed  Scindiah, and direded to remain in
the fervice of his widow. Thefe letters Mr.
Thomas knew to be forged, and was moreover
well aware that Luckwa was at thistime, as
he had ever been, his declared and inveterate
enemy ; and on feveral occadons had endea-
voured to overthrow hisauthority, by promifing
grants of his country in the Paifhwa's name to
other people. This behaviour induced Mr.
Thomas to regret not having afforded aid to
Simbonauth ; as he might at thisjuncture
not only have faved him, but cruflied thofewho
not long after effected his downfall.

Simbonauth had requefted M r. Thomas to
come to his affiftance, but without fuccefs.

M r . Thomashowever offered him an aiylum
within his own difiri&s. He advifed him not
tothink of refitting Mr. Perron with hispre-
sent confufed and difbrderly force.  This ad-
vice, though falutary, was of no avail; for
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Simbonauth, confiding in the proteftations of
hisfollowers; refolved to remain in the Dooab,
and wait,the approach of the enemy, The
event manifested the truth of Mr. Thomas's
prediction ; as on the actual appearance of the
enemy, the troops of Simbonauth not only de-
ferted, but actually endeavoured by treacherous
means to feize his perfon, and deiver him up
a prifoner. Difappointed in their treacherous
defigns, they went over to the enemy; but not
before Simbonauth had fortunately effected his

efcape.

Repairingtothe Punjab, hethere fought and
obtained an afylum in thediftridts of Baug Sing,
chief of Booreah.

At this time M r. Thomas received intelli-
gence that feveral of his diftricts, particularly
thofe in the vicinity of Hanfi, werein a ftate
of actual rebellion, and had plundered the mer-
chants refbrting to that place of a very confi-
derable fum of money, and other valuable &f-
fects. Among others concerned in this revolt,
wer e the zemindar s of Bulhalli, Sorani, Jumal-
pore, and Bhuwaul.

R2



260 MEMOIRS OF [A.D.1800.

This laft mentioned town is computed to
contain ten thoufend inhabitants, who retain a
chara& er foremarkablefor bravery, that feveral
armies have been defeated in attempting the
reduftion of that place. Among others, the
late Ifmaeel Beg, with fixteen thoufand men,
and one hundred pieces of cannon, befieged it
for along timein vain. The inhabitants are
Rah tore Rajepoots, and poffefs the accuftomed
valour of that tribe; although this character
has in fbme inftances been fullied by a cruelty
not ufual among the reft of their brethren.

It being the rainy feafon when thisrebellion
broke out, and M r. Thomas apprehending the
moft ferious confequences if the cultivation
of the lands was prevented, marched with all
poffible expedition towards the rebes, and-firft
appeared before the town of Bulhalli.

In that place were three thoufand men, who,
although well armed, were badly fupplied with
provifions. He might, according to his*ufual
cuftom, have ftormed, but thinking from the
number and bravery of the garrifon the event
might prove doubtful, had recourteto the furer
means of reducing it by a blockade.
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Having erected achain of redoubts, well for-
tified and fupplied with artillery, he completely
encircled the place, encompaffing the whole
by a ditch twelve feet in depth. As no provi-
fions could enter the town, the garrifoti after
fome days experienced diftrefs; they made re-
peated fallies, but having to crofsthe ditch be-
fore they could reach the redoubts on the
plain, they became expofed to the whole fire
of the trenches, and were in confequence de-
feated in every fucceffive attack. To increafe
their annoyance, Mr. Thomas began to draw
off the water from a neighbouring refervoir,
which reduced them to the neceffity of drink-
ing the water from the wells within the fort;
this being bitter in its quality rendered it un-
wholefome, and caufed ficknefs within the gar-
rifon. Provifions now became fo fcarce that
nothing remained but damaged grain.

During the fiege of this place the inha-
bitants of Bhowanee, a neighbouring town,
had made feverd attempts to throw in fuc-
cours, but invain. To retaliate upo;i them,
Mr. Thomas ordered his cavalry to make ex-
curfions in the neighbourhood of Bhowanee,
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and plunder the country. Their exertions
were attended with fuccefs: upwards of one'
hundred and fifty perfons were killed in re-
lifting, and the cavalry brought away with
them three thoufand hesoT of cattle, which
they depofited fafely in Mr. Thomas's camp.
This laft attack having deterred the people of
Bhowanee from any further interruption, and
no fuccours as yet having arrived from Mr.
Perron, the garrifon, feeing no likelihood of
afliftance from without, confented to capitu-
late. Compofed of people belonging to dif-
ferent villages, and having feparate interefts to
adjuft, they could not come to any determina-
tion among themfelves. By thistime, from
the want of provifions, from difeafe, and other
caufes, they were reduced to one third of their
original number; even of the few that re-
mained feveral were then ill. Mr. Thomas,
defirous of putting at end to thefe altercations,
drew out his troops with intent to ftorm the
place; but the enemy perceiving his refolu-
tion, at laft confented to capitulate; they
agreed to pay him the fum of 30,000 rupess,
and to deliver up the fort with the property
contained therein. Hoftages having been
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taken for the performance of thefe articles,
Mr. Thomasreturned to Hanfi, where he em-
ployed himfelf in completing ammunition and
ftores, fully determined to invade the Punjab,
and punifli the rajah of Pattialah, for his
treacherous condud in breaking the treaty,
by affording aid to the Batties in the pre-
ceding year.

That chief (whofe force confifted of fifteen
hundred cavalry and one thoufand infantry)
was at this time befieging his fifter in her fori
Affured of fpeedy rdlief, this gallant lady ftill
continued to hold out; and Mr. Thomasspre
parations being at length completed, he firft
marched to her relief. On his approach thera-
jah thought proper toraife the fiege, and retire
within the fortifications of Sonaum.* Thither
he was followed by Mr. Thomas, who in-
tended to have ftormed the place; but the
unexpected arrival of Tarah Sing, an ally, and
fon-in-law of the rajah, with a very confider-

* Sonaum, a large town, Stuated 22 ooss to the west-
ward of Pattialah.
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able force, for the prefent prevented the at-
tack.

By this time alfo the neighbouring pea-
fantry having joined the rajah's ftandard, de-
termined Mr. Thomasto relinquish hisinten-
tion until a more favourable opportunity. Nu-
merous bodies of cavalry continued daily to
hover round the fkirts of hisarmy during the
mar ch, by which he fuftained great annoyance.
After a fatiguing march of four-and-twenrty
miles, on coming to the ground, he was fur-
prifed by the found of the Thamuck.*

He encamped near the town of Bellud. A
large body of the enemy, who were concealed
in a neighbouring jungle, waited the event
with impatience, and hoped to take advantage
of the diforder of M r. Thomas's troops, whilft
attacked by the town's people, and cut them
to pieces. It is here neceffary to remark, that

* Thamuck, a large military 4nim, in common use in
the north-west parts of India, the sounding of which is
always considered as a prelude to hogtilities.
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in confequtfnce of the continued ftate of war-
fare in thofe parts, the villages and towns are
ftrongly fortified, and capable of making a def-
perate refiftance againft the attacks of their
predatory neighbours.

The walls of the town aforementioned were
nine feet thick, with a ditch twenty feet in
depth, and the garrifon numerous. Mr. Tho-
mas, therefore, without lofs of time, made
preparations for ftorming before he could be
attacked by the enemy. By a vigorous aflault,
he carried the place with the lofs of only eighty
of his own people, though with upwards of
five hundred of the enemy; and though he
exerted every means in his power to prevent a
continuance of the (laughter, he was unfuc-
ccfsful: the rancorous enmity which fubfifted
between his own troops, who were mooful-
mauns, and the Seiks being fo great, that the
former never omitted any opportunity of re-

venging themfelvcs on the latter in the fevereft
manner.

The town's people who furvived the aflault
were ranfomed by a large fum of money. Mr.
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Thomas's views were now direded to divid-
ing the enemy's force, which cdttfifted of ten
thoufand men, to raife contributions in the
neighbouring diftricts, and afo to explore the
country. To effed thefe objeds, he en-
camped in a centrical pofition between the
towns of Pattialah and Sonaum.  Dcfirous
however of punifhingTarahSing, whom,as we
have before feen, had come to the dafiftance
of the rgjah, Mr. Thomas now determined to
advance towards Malhere Kotela, the enemy's
principal refidence. This town is fituate on
the Punjab frontier; the road lay through a
thick jungle, well adapted for an ambufcade.
He was marching quietly along, when a fmart
firing was heard in the front of hisline. In-
ftantly repairing to the fpot, he found that a
party who had advanced to reconnoitre were
attacked by a fuperior body of the enemy. By
the time Mr. Thomas arrived, the party at-
tacked had got out of the jungle to the en-
trance of an extenfive plain ; and he now per-
ceived that the prefent affault had been made
only with aview to call off his attention from
he large and populous town of Bhaut.
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This town was garrifoned by the troops of
Tarah Sing, to the amount of three thoufand
men.

M r. Thomas neverthelefs refolved to ftorm
it. The walls of the fort were twelve feet
thick and thirty in height; four ftrong baftions,
well fortified with cannon, commanding the
town below, as well as the plain adjoining, it
was in all refpects a place difficult of accefs.
Mr. Thomas himfelf, at the head of a ieleft
body of his troops, entered nearly oppofite the
centre of the town ; whilft Mr. Hopkins, the
fon of a field officer in the Eaft India Com-
pany's fervice, now in Mr. Thomas's employ,
led ton his party to ftorm the eaftern angle.
The affair was defperate; and though the
town was foon fet on fire, the enemy made a
brave and determined refiftancc. Mr. Hop-
kins, gallantly advancing to the attack, { formed
in the quarter aifigned him, though at the mo-
ment of fuccefs he was unfortunately fhot
through the body, and ieveral other officers
were killed or difabled, the enemy ftill keep-
ing up a tremendous fire from the fort. The
fiffar prefented a doubtful. afpect A large
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body of cavalry making their appearance with-
out the town, Mr. Thomas's troops, though
in poffeffion of the place, whether from the
exceffive heat occafioned by the furrounding
flames, or the fevere fire they fuftained from
the enemy in the fort, were inclined to re-
treat. At that critical inftant Mr. Thomas,
having with the greateft prefence of mind
brought up a fix-pounder clofe to the gate of
the fort, by repeated difcharges almoft demo-
lithed it; the enemy then gave up the conteft,
and by fubmiffion faved a further effufion of
blood on both fides.

The lives of the people within the fort were
granted, but M r. Thomas compelled them to
pay him fifty thoufand rupees.

The chief of Malhere Kotclah now thought
proper to change fides, and being like other
Patans, adopted the practice of his country-
men by connecting himielf with the party
from whom he expeded to derive moft advan-
tage.

He agreed to pay Mr. Thomas a fum of
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money, and, moreover fent a body of troops
under the command of his nephew to join
him.

Ktirrum Sing a Seik chief, and ruler of the
diftrict of Shahabad, had for fome time been
hoftile towards Mr, Thomas; and though at
his firft fettlement he had made profeffioos of
friendfhip, very foon altered his conduct. To
encourage his enmity towards Mr. Thomas, the
rgjah of Pattialah offered his daughter in mar-
riage to the fon of Kurrum Sing, and their
union was followed by an open declaration of
war. The troops of Pattialah were reinforced
with five thoufand Seiks. On thejunction of
thefe troops, a grand council of war was held ;
and it was there rcfolved that a general com-
bination of the Seik chiefs fliould be formed,
to expel Mr. Thomas from the country. They
confidered him as a dangerous perfon, and well
knew that if he was fuccefsful on the prefent
occafion, they might hereafter expect the mod
ferious il confequenccs to their tribe from his
futureincurfions.

Mr, Thomas, by his fpies in the enemies
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camp, received correct information of all their
deliberations, but had no apprehenfion for the
event; being well convinced, that a body of
men, though ever fo numerous, being under
the command of fo many different leaders, each
of them influenced by their own feparate in-
tereft, were incapable of executing any plan
with that degree of proraptnefswhich in mili-
tary tranfactions can alone enfure fuccefi.

A circumftance now arofe that turned the
fcale much in the enemy's favour.

Roy Kellaun, an independant chief on the
north-weftern frontier of the Punjab,* and
whofe revenue amounted to five lacks of ru-
pess had lately died, and was fucceeded by his
cldeft fon Roy Elias, then a youth.

The Rannee, his mother, in confequence of
the tender age of her fon, thought proper to
aflume the reins of government; and though
defirous of doing all thejuftice in her power,
was, from inexperience, wholly unfit to tranfafl:

* Conault the map.
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the affairs of her country.  The neighbouring
Seiks, who, during the life-time of the late
rgjah, had, through his policy and good ma*
nagcment, continued on friendly terms, now
perceiving the unprotected ftate of his infant
fon, joined in invading his territories; which
having plundered and overrun, they foon,
with the exception of a few forts (from their
natural ftrength deemed inacceffible) brought
under fubj&ion the greater part of the coun-
try. About this time Zemaun Shah, king of
Cabul, arrived at Lahore, a city fifty cofs
diftant from the young rgah's capital. This
proximity induced the princefs regent to im-
plore the affiitance of that monarch, in rein-
ftating her fon in his authority ; and for that
purpofe ftie accordingly difpatched a vakedl to
Lahore.

The Sieks, whether it rofe from a dread of
being attacked by Zemaun Shah, or they were
apprehenfive that affiftance would be brought
from another quarter, fliortly after this event
thought proper fuddenly to evacuate the coun-
try, when the peafantry returned to their ale-
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giance. But now a new obftacle arofe, which
not only prevented for the prefent a continu-
ance of the Rannees tranquillity, but plunged
her into ftill degper misfortunes than thofe fhe
had before experienced.
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CHAPTER XIII.

Singular account of animpojior among the Seitks—
His pretenfions, he is detected by a Seik
chief—Threatens Mr. Thomas—is compelled
to fly—rcdnttion of Kanhori—attack of Sefee-
doo—termination of the campaign,

TN the Seik army was a man of the Cattry

tribe, ambitious, artful, and intriguing, and
whofe knowledge of mankind, from long and
deep reflexion, had convinced him it was no
difficult matter to render his countrymen the
dupes of his own artifices : this man, who pre-
tended to trace his lineage from the great pro-
phet Nanick, the founder and lawgiver of the
Seiks, had a regular correfpondence with fomeof
his creaturesin the Abdali camp, andfrom time
to time received intelligence of the motions
and intentions of Zemaun Shah. Informed
by his emiffaries that the Shah had determin-
ed to return to his own dominions, and the
exact time being fpecified for his fetting out,
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this artful impoftor aflembled the chiefs of the
Seik army, and pretending to the gift of infpi-
ration, acquainted them that during the pre-
ceding night he had been favoured with a
vifit from their prophet; who after lamenting
the hardfhips under which his favourite tribe
had laboured by the invafion of Abdallis, he
had, through the permiffion of the Almighty,
been enabled to prevail on Zemaun Shah to re-
turn to his own country, and that at the mo-
ment they were now difcourfing that prince
had actually commenced his march.

Surprifcd at the apparent abfurdity of this
declaration, many of the chiefs treated the in-
formation with deferved ridicule ; but when at
three o'clock in the afternoon of the fame day,
intelligence arrived of the actual march of the
Shah, as predided by the impoftor, the whole
army appeared ftruck with contrition for their
error, and infifted on their chiefs deprecating
the anger of this defcendant of Nanick, by ex-
piatory offerings, and prcfents of all kinds.

Fully fatisfied with the fuccefs of his ftrata-
gem, he now affected a lofty deportment, and
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it was with great difficulty that the chiefs pre-
vailed on him to accept the proffered offerings;
nor did he wholly relent until they offered to
return with an army to Lodhana, and put him
in pofl'effion of the country of the unfortunate
Roy Elias; to this he not only yielded a ready
affent, but added a falfehood to his former de-
ceit, by informing the chiefs that the late in-
vafion of the Shah had been folely owing to
the intrigues of the Itannee, aided by the ma-
chinations of her neighbour the Patan chief of
Malhere, who had invited the Abdalli Prince
to take poffeffion of the Punjab.

The Seik army daily increafing in numbers
by acccffions of the pcafantry, whojoined them
from all quarters, now directed their march to
Malhere, and refolved to begin their operations
with the fiege of that place.

The Patans who were in Malhere came out
of the city to encounter the Seiks on the plain,
but the prefence of their pretended prophet
infpiring them with more than ufua confi-
dence, the Patans were repulfed, and driven

s2
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from the field with great (laughter ; and the
Seiks entering the town along with the fugi-
tives, the place was quickly taken, while the
few who remained, having quitted the city,
fought refugein the fort of Kotelah.

The Seiks prepared to follow up their vie-
tory by laying (lege to that place ; and fo great
was the confirmation of the Patans, that
though it was defended by a very high wall, a
ditch, and contained a garrifbn of 600 men,
they were utterly unable to refift ; and had it
not'been for the affiftance of their ally, the ra-
jah of Pattialah, who fent a body of his own
troops for their protection, they muft have fur-
rendered at difcretion*

This addition of force however rendered
abortive all attempts of the Seks to reduce
Kotelah; they therefore feparated, though a con,
fiderable body, who to all appearance ftill ad-
hered to the impoftor, difperfed themfelves
over the Rannee's country, of which, after
much predatory warfare, they got poffeffion.

Reduced to afituation truly deplorable, that
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princefs had now recourfe to negotiation ; and
through the mediation of the chief of the Pat-
tialah concluded a treaty with the Seks, by
which (he agreed to pay the fum of two lacs
of rupees, a part of which was depofited in
ca(h, and the remainder injewels, horfes, and
warlike ftores.

The impoftor however, who ftill had alarge
force, would agree to no terms but the actual
furrender of the whole of the country ; and
though the young rgjah, with a view to mol-
lify the feverity of his demand, waited in per-
fon upon him, threw himfelf at his feet, and
in terms moil fubmiffive implored an abate-
ment of his former refolve, he continued in-
exorable.

In thisflate of affar's the impoftor, who had
now got pofleffion of the perfon of the young
rajah, refufed to let him return to his mother,
and declared he fhould remain a prifoner until
he complied with the terms propofed.

But Kurrum Sing, one of the chiefs who
had hitherto been in the fervice of the impof-
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tor, now repented of his credulity, and refolv-
od to proted the perfonof the rgjah, and condud
him in fafety to his own rcfidence. This he re-
folutely effeded, in fpite of every effort to the
contrary , he condnded the youth to Mai here,
and there left him in quiet poffeffion of his ca-
pital

This condud excited much indignation in
the impoftor, who now took upon him to cen-
fure the behaviour of Kurrum Sing on all oc-
cafions, and to threaten him with the ven-
geance of heaven for thus oppofing the views
of an infpired perfon. Kurrum Sing however
only waited for an opportunity to deted his
hypocrify, an™expofe him to the world, which
fortunately loon happened.

To preferve the reputation he had thus ac-
quired for fandity, the impoftor, among
other tricks? ufed frequently, at night and by
ftealth, to depofit a vefTd filled with fweet-
meats under ground. This in the morning
was produced to his followers as a prcfent from
the divinity, declaring at the fame time tha't
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none fhould partake of the contents but fuch
as vowed, to the utmoft of their abilities, to
join in the extermination of the Mooffulman
race, as enemies to their own prophet and his
religion.

This farce was for along time continued, and
had ferved to imprefs the minds of his follow-
es with the higheft refpect and veneration
for his character, but the time was now arrived
for his detection. Kurrum Sing, who was
well verfed in the arts and deceits practifed by
fakeers * upon the vulgar, directed fomc of his
own people to repair privately to the place
where the veflel was depofited; and after having
throwu away the contents, to giye a more €f-
fectual air of ridicule to the difcovery, to re-
place them by a quantity of horfe dung. In
the morning, when as ufua the veflel was
brought out, the company affembled ihewed
marks of the utmoft horror and aftonifhment

But the pretended prophet, not difmayedby
the accident, replied to their enquiries with a

* |tinerant mendicants.
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fedatc and unruffled countenance, that the
reafon of this Extraordinary change was ma-
niieft, as the great founder of their religion
had chofcn this method to evince his refent-
ment of their late impious condud, in con-
cludingatreaty with Mooflulmaun chiefs,who
were the acknowledged enemies of their own
faith.

This harangue, however impudent, would
have been attended with the defired effe&, had
not Kurrum Sing a$ that initant Hepped forth
from the crowd of chiefs, by which the im-
poftor was encircled, and in the moft public
manner, accompanied with farcaftic obferva-
tions and much levity, expofed the whole of
the deceit which he had caufed to be practifed
the preceding night.

The charm was now diflblved ; the remain-
ing chiefs, alhamed of having fubmitted to an
impofitionfo grofs, now abandoned him to his
fate, and he was left with only about |ooo of
his own people; but the peafantry of the
country, who frooi reftleflhefs of fpirit are
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adways ready to change their rulers, ftili ad-
hered to his interefts, and having joined him
in great numbers, brought with them an

abundant fupply of provifions and other ne-
ceflaries.

The Rannee, without protection, was in no
condition to refift ; and the Seik chiefs, al-
though they would no longer embrace the im-
poftor's caufe, were neverthelefs unwilling to
fight againft him ; he, therefore, foon got pot
feffion of the Rannee's country, and had formed
the fiege of Lodhana,* about the fame time
that Mr. Thomas, as we have before related,
made himfelf mailer of the fort of Bhaut.

It was in this fituation of her afairs, when
reduced almoft to extremity, that the Rannee
determined to apply to Mr. Thomas for his at
fiftance in expelling the impoftor from her ter-
ritories. With this intention fhe difpatched a
confidential fervant to his camp, who, on her
part, promifed him a remuneration of a lack of
rupess, if he would efpoufe her caufe, and re-

Conait the map.
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inflate her fon, the young rajah, in his au-
thority.

She promifed moreover to fend him an an-
nual tribute of 50,000 rupess, if he would gua-
rantee her fon in the undilturbed pofleffion of
it,

Mr. Thomas, though well aware that by ac-
cepting the prefent offer he mould draw on
himfelf a procraftinated war, ncverthelefs ob-
ferves with that humane confideration which
always marked his charadter, that the fallen
condition of an ancient and honourable family
had great weight with him in forming his re-
folution on this head.

In the mean time the impoftor, hearing of
the negotiations betwixt the Rannce and Mr.
Thomas, fent the latter a letter, in which he
ftated, that having called to his afliftance Run-
ject Sing and others, the moft powerful among
the Seik chiefs, he was now on his march
againft Mr. Thomas, and advifed him, if he
wilhed for quarter, to fend avakeel diredly to
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his ramp. In this letter, arrogating to himfelf
the title of fucceflbr of Nanick, and fovercign
of the Seik nation, he recommended implicit
obedience to his commands. Equally indig-
nant at the ftyle of the impoftor's addrefs, as
he was regardiefs of his menaces, Mr, Thomas
replied, that had he feared the power of the
Seiks he would not have penetrated thus far
into the Punjab; that he was accuftomed to
receive and not to fend vakeels, and that if
the impoftor wifhed to live on amicable terms,
he muft not only pay a fum of money, as
others had been compelled to do, but likewife
immediately evacuate the territories which ht
had fo unjuftly ufurped from the infant rajah.

The boldnefs of this anfweronly contributed
to incenfe the impoftor, and he prepared to
attack Mr. Thomas.

Meanwhile the young rgjah, defpairing of
profiting by a longer flay with the chief of
Pattialah, of his own accord took leave, and
came ftraight to Mr. Thomas's camp. " The
" comely appearance (fays he) of this youth,
( fays fallen condition, and, above all, the con,-
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" fidence he fhewed in placing his whole re-
" liance on one againft whom he was Ib lately
" leagued in enmity, altogether influenced me
"in his favour, and determined me to ufe
" every exertion in fupport of his caufe."

The impoftor, who by this time had rein-
ibrced his army with the troops of Pattialah
and others, was encamped in the neighbour-
hood; but, on Mr. Thomas's advancing, he
thought proper to retreat; and his people hav-
ing no artillery, evacuated the different polls
much fafter than Mr. Thomas could advance
to take poffeffion. So rapid was his march,
that in one place he found the bed, palankeen,
tent, and baggage, belonging to the impoftor,
who by a timely retreat faved himfelf from
being made prifoner, and never afterwards oc-
cafioned any difturbance.

The Rannee and her fon were put in poffef-
lion of their country, the moil active of the
rebels were feized, and it was not long before
the rgah's authority was completely re-efta

bifhed.
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Paring thefe tranfactions, the chief of Pat-
tialah, having been joined by others, advanced
to attack Mr. Thomas, with a determination
to expel him the country. Severa ikirmirties
enfued between the armies, but without much
effect on either fide, neither party being de-
firous of rifking a genera engagement. The
war was therefore carried on in a defultory
manner. The Seks wifhed, by annoying his
foraging parties, to cut off the fuppiies from
his camp. This mode afo prevented him
from making collections; and though nothing
ferious occurred, yet the fcene of action being
on the borders of the young rgah's country,
occasioned great lofs to the cultivation of the
lands. Mr. Thomas, therefore, would willing-
ly have carried the war immediately into the
enemy's territories.  To this, however, neither
the rajah or his mother would con fen t; but,
with the mod preffing intreaties, requefted
him to remain, while the Selks continued in
that neighbourhood.

So long as prudence allowed, Mr. Thomas
willingly liftened to the folicitations of his
alies; bat his ammunition beginning to fall
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fhort, he was reluctantly compelled to march
toward his own country to procure a fupply.

The Seiks, as he had forefeen, harafled him
on the march ; but their attempts proving in-
effectual to do him any effential injury, only
incited him to retaliate, by deftroying their
villages as he pafled along. Directing his
march towards Hanfi, he perceived, not with-
out fatisfaction, that the whole of the Seik
army were following him, by which means
the country of his youthful ally would, at leaft.
for the prefent, be free from their depredations.

It muft now be remarked, that previous to
Mr, Thomas's letting out for the Punjab fron-
tier, the chiefs of Keithul and Jeind, two of
his moft powerful neighbours, had concluded
a treaty, by which they agreed to a ecffation of
hostilities during his abfence, to abftain from
the invafion of his territories and allow him
to profecute the war againft his enemies
Thofe chiefs, perceiving the ftrong combina-
tion which had been formed againft Mr. Tho-
mas, now joined themfelves to his other ene-
mies. He therefore prepared to punifh them.
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Having, by forced marches, got ahead of the
Seik army, Mr. Thomas firft led his troops
againft the fort of Kanhori, which he took by
ftorm, and put the garrifon to the fword.

The acquifition of this fortrefs, which was
only thirty cofs diftant from Pattialah, was of
great confequence to him. Situated on the
borders of his own territory, and near the Cug-
gur river, it appeared fo well calculated for a
depofit of ftores and ammunition, that he re-
paired the fortifications, and placed in it a
ftrong garrifon. Then collecting hoftages
from the neighbouring diftricts, as fecurity for
their future pacific intentions, he marched to
Retara, another ftrong place on the frontier,
belonging to Lall Sing. The garrifon confift-
ed of five hundred men; but before a breach
could be effected, dreading the fate of the in-
habitants of Kanhori, they afked for quarter,
and were allowed by Mr. Thomas to march
out with the honours of war.

From this place he profecuted his route to-
wards Hanfi. The hot feafon being now far
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advanced, the Seiks, through want of water
and forage for their cattle, were compelled to
relinquifh the purfuit; and, drawing off their
force, encamped in the neighbourhood of Kei-
thul, there to wait until the approaching rains
permitted arenewal of hoftilities.

M r. Thomas next marched into the diftrict
of Jeind, from whence he exacted tribute, and
took hoftages; but, from a dearth of water in
this neighbourhood to fupply his troops, he did
not think proper at that time to attack it.

During his abfence in the Punjab, Bappoo
Scindiah, agreeably to inftruftions received
from Mr. Perron, invaded Mr. Thomas's pof-
feffions, but hearing of his return, thought
proper to fall back upon the main army, at this
time encamped near Delhi.

Mr. Thomas next marched, and laid fiege
to Sefeedoo, a town dependant upon the chief
of Jeind. This place was built of brick, and
the walls of uncommon height. Having erectl-
ed three redoubts, in which he placed eighteen
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cannon, twelve and fix pounders, he began to
batter the fort, and kept up an inceffant fire
until three o'clock in the afternoon. At this
time, fearing that the place might be reinforced
during the enfuing night, Mr. Thomas|deter-
mined on an immediate affault. Thegarrifon
confifted of feven hundred men, three hundred
of which remained within the fort; and the

reft fallying out, defcended into the ditch;
whichcroffingwithrapidity, they commenced
an attack upon Mr. Thomas's advanced pofts;
but moft of the party, among whom were
fome chiefs of diftinction, were put to the
fword. Mr. Thomas's foldiers in their turn
attempted to mount the breach; but the fcal-
ing ladders being found too fhort, and the
ftorming party at the fame inftant affailed by
the remainder of the troops within the garri-
fon, thefe gallant men were involved in the
greateft difficulty, and entirely expofed to the
enemy's (hot, which fell fothick among them,
and did fo much execution, that, after a defpe-
rate and hard fought conflict of two hours,
M r. Thomas was compelled to retire, with the
lofs of four hundred and fifty of his beft mem

T
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Thegalant Mr. Hopkins, who had been con-
fpicuous for his ardour throughout the at-
tack, on this occafion recelved another fevere
wound.

The enemy, who had likewife iuffered great-
ly, now attempted to efcape from the fort, and
to cut their way through Mr. Thomas's troops.
This, notwithftanding every exertion on his
part, they effected; and having taken (helter
in a thick foreft in the neighbourhood, Mr.
Thomas thought it ufdefs to purfue them any
longer, but returned to take poffeflion of the
fort.

During this tranfaction, the Sek army lay
within eighteen cofe, and that of Bappoo Scin-
diah only nine, though both, happily for Mr.
Thomas, remained quiet.

He next marched to Kythul. Here the
rajah of Pattialah and othersof the Seik chiefs,
fent vakeds into his camp to negotiate a peace.
Mr.Thomas, on hispart, was fincerely inclined
to put an end to the war, as he was well in-
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formed that the army of M r. Perron was now
on its march from Delhi, for the avowed pur-
pofe of affording aid to the Seiks.  They like-
wife had recently been informed that disturb-
ances prevailed in their own country, and
therefore haftened to conclude the prefent
negotiations. It was agreed, therefore, that
the Seks fhould pay the fum of 1,35,000 ru-
pees, and renounce all pretentions to the coun-
try of Roy Kellaun; that the rajah of Pattialah
fhould be reconciled to his fifter, with whom
he had been fo long at variance; that thislady
fhould be reimburfed for the property that had
been confifcated; that certain diistrictsfhould
be ceded to Mr. Thomas; and finally, that
the rajah of Pattialah Ihould keep two bat-
talions of infantry in conftant pay, who were
to be ftationed for the defence of the Pun-
jaub frontier, as a mutual fafeguard to either

party.

" Thus (faysM r . Thomas, in hisufual man-

" ly and energetic ftrain,) ended a campaign

" of feven months, in which | had been more

" fuccefsful than | could poffibly have expected
T2
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when | firft took the field with a force
" confifting of five thoufand men, and thirty-
" fix pieces of cannon, | loftinkilled, wound-
" ed, and difabled,. nearly one third of my
" force; but the enemy loft five thoufand per-
" fons of all defcriptions. | realifed near two
" hundred thoufand rupees, exclufive of the
" pay of my army, and was to receive an ad-
" ditional one hundred thoufand for the hof-
" tages which were delivered up. | explored
" the country, formed alliances, and, in fhort,
" was diftator in all the countries belonging to
" the Seiks, fouth of the river Sutledge.*

* Before we take leave of this interesting country, it
may not be improper to advert to two of the desiderata of
Major Rennel, which, from a perusal of his excellent M e-
moir accompanying the map of Hindoostan, appear to be
as follow:

First, to ascertain the existence of a canal, which was to
have been cut by the order of the emperor Firose, from
the river Sutledge to the Jumna, the execution of which
design would have opened a communication by water from
Cabul to Assam.

Second, the altars of Alexander, which, according to
Arrian, must have been stuated between the Beyah and
the Sutledge, near the modern city of Ferozepore.
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It is much to be regretted that the spirit of modern tra-
vel has not yet reached these distant, though, to the Bri-
tish nation, not wholly inaccessble regions, as no doubt
many very curious particulars in ancient history, which
have hitherto remained in obscurity, might, by diligent
and accurate investigation, be brought to light.
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CHAPTERXIV.

Reflections—Combination formed againft Mr.
Thomas—commencement of hoftilities—battle
with Captain Smith—death of Mr. Hopkins
—Mr, Thomas's opponents become moreand
mor e formidable—treacher ous defigns of hisof-
ficers—multiplied difficulties—Mr. Thomas is
compelled to fly—reachesHansi—he capitul ates

—arrives at theBritifh frontier—his death
and character.

IKE a fea-wom mariner, who, after en-
countering the dangers and hardfhips of
along and tedious voyage, is at length gratified
with the fight of land ; or as a benighted tra-
veller on his road after a weary journey, lofing
himfelf in defert wilds, or betrayed by fafe
trafts in the treacherous fnow, looks forward
to the enjoyments of his peaceful home; fo
are we happy to perceive a profpect: of termi-
nating our labours, in view of a defired haven.
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To this haven, after a little more tofliqg on
the tempeftuous ocean of life, and a few more
viciffitudes of fortune, we are anxious to con*
dud our friend and hero; and, after fharing
with him the perils and dangers of the voyage,
finally to place him in that Afylum, where
every trouble is forgotten, and where every
fbrrow ocedfes to erift.

However flattering might appear the ter-
mination of the campaign, Mr. Thomas's
good fortune may, at this period, be faid to
have attained its meridian fplendour; fince a
dark cloud, which had long been gathering
over his head, was now preparing to discharge
its malignant contents; its baneful influence
threatened even the utter extirpation of thofe
hopes of fortune and independance by which
he had fo long been buoyed up, and which bad
therefore taken deep root in his afpiring mind.

But as the combination which was about
to be formed againft him was in the end pro-
ductive of his downfall, and the death blow to
his hopes it will be neceffary in this place to
take a retrofpective furvey of the ftrength and
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refources of that part of the Mahratta empire,
'‘With which he was entering on an interefting
and eventful warfare.

This will equally enable us to comprehend
the fituation of his numerous and powerful
enemies, as to appreciate the exertion of thofe
faculties and talents which were now called
forth, and which place his laft ftruggles for the
fupport of his authority in a point of view
highly creditable to his general character. On
the death of Madhgec Scindiah in 1794, he
was fuccecded in his pofleffions and authority
by his nephew Dowlut How Scindiah. This
youth, though of promifing parts, was by no
means equal in capacity to his renowned
uncle.

That politic prince, aware of the advantages
to be derived from the practice of the Euro-
pean fyftem of tactics, and the introduction of
military difcipline into his armies, had, by the
afiiftance of General Duboign, raifed fevera
brigades ,of infantry, which he left entire to, his
nephew. Shortly after his elevation, Dowlut
Row canftituted Mr, Perron his commander*
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in-chief, whofe influence hascontinued to fway
the mind of his matter from that period until
the prefent time.

The force thus raifed amounted to forty
thoufand infantry, thirty thoufand cavalry,
withfivehundred pieces of heavy artillery.

This acceffion of force, though difperfed
over an extenfive tract of country, the fruits of
the late Scindiah's conquefts, could, when cir-
cumftances required, be brought to aft in
concert.

Onthe other fide, Holkar, theruler of Indore,
(a province fituated in the centre of the De-
kan) could at this time command an army of
fifty thoufand men, with three hundred pieces
of cannon; and laftly, the Seiks, who, as we
have already feen, were able to bring into the
field nearly an equal number.

Holkar, however, not being at variancewith
Mr. Thomas, muft not therefore be numbered
among his enemies, though the prodigious ac-
ceffion of force againft him, in an union of the
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Seks and Scindiah, was of itfelf fufficient to
aftound and overwhelm him.

To counteract the defigns of his enemies,
Mr. Thomas, at the period we are fpeaking of,
had an army whofe utmoft force confifted of
eight battalions of infantry, amounting in all
to fix thoufand men, fifty pieces of cannon,
well appointed and well ferved, one thoufand
cavalry, and fifteen hundred Rohillahs, with
about two thoufand men, who garrifoned his
different forts; but with this force, compa-
ratively fo fmall, he had a fpirit and elevation
of mind not to be fubdued by accident, or de-
preffed by ill fortune ; and not only waited the
event with firmnefs, but declared previous to
the, commencement of hoftilities, that if his
refources in money did not fail, he doubted
not with his prefent army to hold out againft
the efforts of all the native princes of India.

To preferve, however, the thread of our nar-
ration, it will now be neceffary to remark, that
repeated letters had lately been fent by Scin-
diah to Mr. Thomas, to induce him to act in
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conjunction with Mr. Perron againft their
common enemies.

In anfwer, hereprefented that Mr. Perron
and himfelf being fubjects of different nations,
then in a ftate of actual hoftility againft each
bther, it was impoffible they could ever act in
concert, or with cordiality. He was moreover
convinced, that as a Frenchman, and poffeffed
of a national enmity againft him, Mr. Perron
would always be induced to reprefent his ac-
tions in a light moft unfavourable to his inte-
refts: that principles of honour, on the prefent
occafion, forbad his acting under the command
of a Frenchman: but if Scindiah was really
defirous of employing him to the advantage of
the ftate, or to his own benefit, he might be-
ftow on him a feparate command, under the
control of a Mahratta general; or, concludes
Mr. Thomaswith much fpirit, " fhould you
"think proper to appoint me to the ma-
' nagement of operations, ether offenfive or
" defenfive, in any part of the Dekan, Hin-
" dooftan, or Punjaub, | am ready and willing
" to undertake the charge, fo foon as the ne-
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ceffary arrangements for the payment of
" my troops can be completed."

In reply to this reprefentation, Scindiah,
who had been tutored for the occafion by Mr.
Perron, urged in the ftrongeft manner the im-
poffibility of confenting to Mr. Thomases re-
gucft, as it would fcrve as an unfavourable pre-
cedent; he recommended moreover, that in the
prefent inftance the national enmity of thefe
commanders fhould be laid &fide; and their
mutual exertions made for the general benefit
of the fervice, but at all events defired Mr.
Thomasto fufpend his refolution until hisown
arrival in Hindooftan.

Some time after the above correfpondence,
Mr. Perron wrote to Mr. Thomas, requefting
himto fend a vakeel to confer upon the fub-
ject, for the mutual benefit of either party.

This requeft was inftantly complied with;
and Mr. Thomas's vakeel, having received the
neceffary inftructions, was difpatched to Delhi;
Arriving at Mr. Perron's camp, which was
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pitched in the neighbourhood of that city, he
was received in a manner the moft cordial and
flattering.

The affarsof Scindiah were at this time in
a fituation that by no meansjuftified aprotrad-
ed war in his poffeflionsin Hindooftan, being
himfelf engaged in an eventful and difficult
conteft with his ancient enemy Jeffwunt Kow
Holkar.

The cautious chief therefore thought that
to temporife with Mr. Thomas would be the
moft eligible method; as he might, in the
cdurfe of his prefent warfare, have occafion for
the fervices of Mr. Perron's troops.

In his mafter's name, therefore, Mr. Perron
requefted an interview. The fort of Behadur
Ghur was the place named for the meeting.
Onhis approach to that place, M r. Thomas was
informed that Perron hadjmt to death a Seik
chief,.who had lately revolted from Scindiah,
and of whofe perfon he had got poffeffion by
treacherous means.
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This intelligence induced Mr. Thomas to
obferve the greateft circumfpeftion in the ap-
proaching interview. Captain Smith, the fon
of an officer in the honourable Eaft | ndia Com-
pany's ferviee, was difpatched by Mr Perron
to meet and condudl him to the Mahratta
camp, Mr.Thomas took along with him on
this occafion 300 cavalry, and two of his moft
approved battalions; being determined to af-
ford no opportunity to his enemies to effedt his
ruin by treacherous means.

In the month of September, after fome pre-
vious negociation between the parties, M r . Per-
ron and M r. Thomas met for thefirft time at
thetown of Behadur Ghur.M r. Thomashaving
received recent information that the affairs of
Scindiah prefented an unfavourable afpeft, and
that that chief was unequal to the conteft with
Jeffwunt Row Holkar, hoped the prefent in-
terview would be productive of an amicable
adjuftment of all former differences, and efta-
blifh the future tranquillity and good under-
ftanding of both parties.

In this,however, he was deceived; for at the
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fecond day's meeting he was much furpriftd
by a demand, equally fudden as unfufpefted,
from Mr. Perron, regnefting him to give up
the diftrift of Jyjur entirely to the Mahratta;
in lieu of this he wasto receive for the fupport
of his battalions the monthly fum of 50,000
rupess, and henceforth to be confidered as the
immediate forvant of Dowlut Row Scindiah.

Although this propofal might have been
forefeen, Mr. Thomas gave it a pofitive de-
nial ; and perceiving the nature of the defign
formed againft him, was aware that he fhould
be required to aft againft Holkar in the prefent
war ; and if it proved unfavourable to the in-
terefts of that chief, and his authority was fub-
verted,Scindiah would not only difcontinue the
payment of the monthly fum now offered to
M r . Thomas, but compe him to accept of any
terms the Mahratta Government might think
proper to impofe.

For thefe reafons M r . Thomas, without fur-
ther difcuffion on the fubjeft, abruptly broke
up the conference, and marched away in dif-

quit.
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Pacific meafures being now at an end, Mr.
Perron, to begin the war with advantage, re-
paired directly to Jyjur, of which, being unforti-
fied, he immediately took pofleffion. Mr.
Thomas had fill left the fort of George Ghur,
inwhich having ftationed 800 men, he expeft-
ed itwould hold out aconfiderable time, nor
was he deceived. La Fontaine, a commander
in Mr, Perron's fervice, having approached that
place in the hope of taking it by aflault, was fo
warmly received by the garrifon as to be com-
pelled to retreat with confiderable lofs.

The period, however, of Mr. Thomas's final
discomfiture was not far off. His enemies
prefled on him on all fides with accumulated
vigour; and private treachery comingin aid of
public misfortune, he was foon reduced to a
fituation the moft painfully diftreffing.

The force of Mr. Perron at this time con-
fided of ten battalions of infantry, fix thou-
sand horfe, a body of Rohillas, and fixty pieces
of heavy artillery. The Saks were likewife
preparing to fend againft him a confiderable
force; and in addition to thefe threatened
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evils, feveral of his own diftricts perceiving
the difaftrous fituation of his affairs, joined
their efforts to thofe of his enemies.

A part of Mr. Perron's forces was command-
ed by Captain Smith, whom we have before
had occafion to notice, while a second divi-
fion was led by Mr. Lewis,

On his arrival at Hanfi, Mr. Thomas loft no
time in completing his ammunition and other
ftores ; his intention was firft to attack Mr.
Lewis, but Captain Smith having lately in-
verted the fort of George Ghur, by which
means the collections in that diftrict were in-
terrupted, he refolved to proceed to its relief.

George Ghur* is a fmall fort erected by Mr.
Thomas, when he firft took pofleffion of the
pergunnahs made over to him by Appakanda-
row; it is fituated four cofs fouth of Jyjur,
and thirty diftant from Delhi. The unquiet
ftate of the pergunnahs had induced Mr.

* For this account of the position of, George Ghur, |
am indebted to the kindness of my friend Captain Salkeld of
the cavalry.

u
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Thomas to erect this fort with a view to over-
awe the neighbouring villages, and whqn finifli-
ed he placed a ftrong body of troops in it for
its defence.

M r . Thomas having left a body of Rohillas
to defend Harifi, advanced towards Captain
Smith, and after a march of deven cofs, .en-
camped at thetown of Mahim ; Mr. Lewisat
thistime being feventeen cofs to the north-
weft of that place.

Here hewas informed that Captain Smith,
who had got imperfect intelligence of his ad-
yance, had withdrawn his gunsfrom the bat-
teries and ftruck his camp.

M r. Thomas having ordered the cavalry to
proceed with all expedition, continued his
mar chwith theinfantry towardsOeorgeGhur,
where, on bis arrival late in theevening, he
learnt that Captain Smith had retreated.

Early onthe enfuing morning M r. Thomas
commenced thepurfuit, but MurtuzaKhawn,
the commandant of his fecond regiment, who
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had recelved orders to proceed in advance, and
cut off theretreat of Captain Smith, mofe un-
accountably loft bis road, and the foldiers being
fatigued, did not come up with their colours ;
with the only battalion that remained Mr,
Thomas, onreachingtherear of Captain Smith's
line of march, commenced the

Cap-tain, Smithinorder to cover theretreat of his
artillery and baggage, drew up to receive Mr.
Thomas, and after a flight cannonade conti-
nued his route; at this time Mr. Thomas's
fecond regirpent made its appearance of which,
from the caufes before flated, not more than
feventy men had yet come up, and they ad-
vancing incautioufly into a field of joar* on the
right, without having previemfly reconnoitred,
were fuddenly attacked by a battalion of the
enemy; his men being fo few in number made
but a feeble refiftance, and before they had
time to unlimber, the enemy took poffeffion
of four of their guns.

Mr, Thomashearing of this'difafter, imme-
diately advanced to the reliff of his troops,; he

* A grain very common in India.
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was attended on thisoccafion by Afalut Khawn,
a native officer, formerly in the fervice of the
Eaft India Company; they charged the ene-
my with vigour fword in hand, and after a
fevere conflict, in which the commandant of
the enemy was taken prifoner, gave them a
complete defeat.

Mr. Thomas's men, thinned in their num-
bers, and exhaufted with fatigue, were unable
to continue the purfuit; he fent his cavalry
however after the fugitives, who picked up
feveral ftands of colours and fmallarms, which
had been thrown away in the retreat.

In this encounter the enemy loft feven hun-
dred men, while that of Mr. Thomas did not
exceed one hundred ; and had it not been for
the foldicr-like precautions taken by Captain
Smith in fending forward his artillery and
baggage, while he made head againft Mr. Tho-
mas with his infantry, the whole would inevi-
tably have been captured ; as it was, he loft
the greater part of his ammunition and bag-

gage.
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Captain Smith on his defeat returned to
Jyjur, and M r. Thomas pitched his campaboiit
two miles diftant from that place.

In the morning he was preparing for a fe-
cond attack, when his hircarrahs, who had
been on the look-out, brought intelligence of
the approach of Mr. Lewis from an oppofite
direction, and his own troops being not only-
fatigued, but many of them difperfed in fearch
of plunder, hedid not think it advifable at that
time to hazard an engagement.

Mr. Thomas now returned to George Ghur,
but had fcarcely reached that place when he
received intelligenceof M r. Perron's army hav-
ing arrived at Byree, three cofs from his own
encampment.

On the enfuing morning the enemy prepar-
ed to attack him. Hisfituation was at this
time critical; the battalions who had before
retreated from George Ghur now came back,
and took poft within cannon Ihot to the eaft-
ward of his encampment; the force under
Mr. Lewis was ftationed to the fouth-weft*



310 MEMOIRSOF [A. D. 180L

while the enemy's numerous cavalry attacked
himin fronts

About four o'dock in the afternoon the
action commenced by a heavy cannonade on
both fides; the motions of the enemy had in-
Ndued M r . Thomas to divide his army accor d-
ing to the ground he occupied, the advantage
of which, allowing for the quality of the troops,
was much in hisfavor; but his battalions not
being accuflomed to be expofed to a canno-
nade, he drew up hisarmy on a loofe fand,
which thereby deadened the fhotand prevented
their rifing after the firft graze.

His force confifted of ten battalions of in-
jfeatry, fifty pieces of cannon, fix hundred R G -
hillas, and about five hundred cavalry, not ex-
ceeding in the aggregate five thoufand men;
of which number only few thoufand could be
brought into action

Of this force five battalions were gpposad to
Mr. Lewis, two were affigned for the batta-
lions oppofite the centre of Ms line, and three
to fuftian the fhook of the egemy's horfe. On
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the commencement of the action, Mr. Lewis's
divifion came on brifkly, having their guns at
the drag ropes;, Mr. Thomas, by a rapid dif-
charge of round and grape fhot from his artil -
lery, at firft threw them into confufion, and
had he been able at this paoment to prevent his
troops from giving way, would have entirely
defeated the enemy ; but the centre of his line
at this time being hard preffed by the enemy's
cavalry, gave way, and no effort could prevent
the remainder from following their example.

This rendered an immediate and fpirited ad-
vance neceffary to fupport for this purpofe
Mr. Thomas ordered Mr, Hopkins, with the;
right wing, and Mr. Birch with the left, to ad-
vance and charge with bayonets in their ref-
pective wings; which fervice they performed
with no lefs gallantry than fuccefs.

The enemy halted, and began to retreat; but
aheavy fire being ftill continued from their nu-
merous and weli-ferved artillery, Mr. Thomas's
people fell in great numbers, which the enemy's
cavalry perceiving charged a fecond time.
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They were not only repulfed with lofs, but
purfued by Mr. Thomas's horfe to a confider-
able diftance from the field of battle. At this
time intelligence was brought to Mr. Thomas,
who was on the left wing, that Mr. Hopkins
had received a fevere contufion by a cannon
fhot, which broke hisleg. Thiscircumftance
fo difheartened his men, that they fell back in
diforder, and increafed the contufion in the
centre of his line,

A ftrong detachment of the enemy, who
wereftationedin Mr. Thomas's rear, prevented
his receiving any fupport from the troops op-
pofed to them, and he could only fpare one
battalion to fupport the centre. This body,
however, conducted themfelves with fo much
gallantry, that could M r. Thomas have afforded
the additional aid of one hundred refolute men,
they might have advanced, and would in all
probability have decided the fate of the day.

Night approaching, and his people being fa-
tigued with the fevere fervice they had under-
gone, deferted their colours, and took fhelter in
the neighbouring ravines.
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Mr. Thomas exerted every effort to rally
them, but without efe<ft. In this exigency he
caled in a body of Rohillas, who had been
ftationed in an adjoining village, for the pro-
teftion of the baggage ; and to ftimulate their
exertions to a renewal of the attack, proffered,
but in vain, a large increafe of pay.

Both armies now drew off, and during the
night lay on their arms; and the next morn-
ing, after a fhort and but diftant cannonade,
the enemy left Mr. Thomas mafter of the field
of battle.

In this action, the enemy loft two thoufand
men, and thirty piecesof artillery. Mr. Tho-
mass lofs was feven hundred men, and twenty
pieces of cannon rendered unfit for further fer-
vice. The caufe of this lofs in artillery was
occafioned partly by his cannon being dis-
mounted by the enemy's (hot, and partly by
the breaking of their axle-trees, as the carriages
of the guns, inftead of recoiling as ufual after
the difcharge, from the nature of the foil, beipg
a deep and heavy fand, ftopt fliort and broke.
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A few days after thisaction, thegallant Mr .
Hopkins died of his wounds The degth of this
young man was a great lofsto Mr. Thomass
iriterefts, and the firmnefs of his behaviour
during the whole of his fervice, as well asthe
manly resgnation which he exhibited at the
dofc of life, ftamps his character as an amiable
man, a brave and gallant foldier .*

The enemy were daily reinforced by confi-
dcrable numbers, among the firft of whom
were the troops under Bappoo Scindiah. GOON
dut Sing, Bunga Sing, Jondc Sing, and feveral
other Sak chiftains, added ther forces on the
prefent occafion, Runjeet Sing, afo ruler of
Burtpoor, the Hattrafs Rajah, Ramdeen of

* To do justice to the memory of my friend, | cannat,
on this occadon> forbear to mention, that after the death
of the gallant youth, Mr. Thomas, with aliberality of spirit
which reflects the highest credit on his character, sent the
young man's disconsolae sster (then become an orphan by
her father's death) apresent of two thousand rupess ; with
apromise if that sum was not thought sufficient to supply
her wants, to extend his benevolence, though out of the
remains of aruined fortune of hisown.
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Katheler, and thetroopsof Rajah Ramdial, and
Necn Sing, from the northern parts of the
Dooab, completed this formidable aggregate.

Thirty thoufand men, and a train of one
hundred and ten pieces of artillery, had now
furrounded Mr. Thomas on all fides: they fo
much overawed the neighbouring peafantry,
that they not only immediately fubmitted, but
difcontinued their ufual fupplies of provifiom
for his camp, by which means his difficulties
were fo feverdy augmented, that all he could
hope for, was an immediate attack on hiscamp,
thereby to afford him an opportunity of evinc-
ing the bravery of hisfmall force, by a vigorous
and decifive encounter.

But being too weak to draw out his force
in the open field, he was compelled to remain
within his lines, and fortify the camp in the
beft poflible manner, by drawing round it a
hedge of the fame kind of thorn-trees he ha4
made ufe of when under fimilar embarraflment
in the Jypoor dominion.

Having provided for the Security of hiscamp,
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and poffefling a ftock of provifions fufficient for
a month's confumption, he determined to re-
main in his prefent pofition until affiftance
could arrive from Luckwah, who, on the com-
mencement of hoftilities, had given him af-
furances of coming to his fupport.

On the right of his encampment, a divifion
of Mr. Perron's force had thrown up fome en-
trenched works; but Mr. Thomas, by a brifk
fire from his guns, quickly compelled them to
abandon it, which, favoured by the darknefs of
the night, they accomplished.

Skirmifhes between the armies daily took
place, in which the troops of Mr. Thomas,
though much inferior in point of numbers,
had manifeftly the advantage.

The enemy's cavalry conftantly hovered
round his camp to annoy his foraging parties,
and prevent fupplies of provifions from getting
in. Though inferior to the enemy in point of
numbers, Mr. Thomas's cavalry, from active
and conftant fervice, had a decided advantage;
and fo very alert were his people, that two of



A.D. 1801] GEORGE THOMAS 317

the principal commanders of the enemy nar-
rowly efcaped being made prifoners in an at-
tempt to furprife his camp.

Warned at length by experience that no-
thing was to be gained by thefe defultory at-
tacks, and that Mr. Thomas ftrenuoufly per-
fevered in his fyftem of keeping clofe within
his lines, they endeavoured to effect by corrupt
and treacherous means, what they had vainly
hoped to accomplifh by open and manly war-
fare.

It muft here be remarked, that the families
of fevera of Mr. Thomas's officers refided
within Mr. Perron's diftricts. He, inorder to
avail himfelf of their dependant fituation, and
accelerate Mr. Thomas's ruin, had, at the com-
mencement of hoftilities, placed a guard over
their refpcctive houfes.  Among the principal
were the families of Shah Tab Khawn and
Khirrate Khawn, the former a collector of Mr.
Thomas's revenue, and the latter the com-
mandant of his firft matchlock regiment.

Thefe men, who had been at firft confined
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by Mr. Perron, were afterwards liberated and
fent for by him to the fort of Coel, his place
of refidence.

He there, by prcfent bribes and ftill larger
promifes of reward in future, perfuaded thefti
tojoin in effecting the ruin of their principal,
The ungrateful men, although they had on var
rious occafions experienced the gresteft proofs
of kindnefs and benevolence from Mr. Thomas,
and whom he had raifed from low fituations
in hisarmy to authority and command, fcrupled
not to defert him in the hour of his diftrefs,
and to join with his enemies in haftening his
downfal.

Their opportunities to effeft this were too
favourable. Shah Tab Khan, who commanded
in the fort of George Ghur, had caufed fome
ftacks of hay within the fort, which formed
the chief fupport of his cattle, to be treache-
roufly fet on fire, The fmall fupply of grain
alio, which now conftituted the fupport of the
garrifon, was privately made avay with by
means equally nefarious.
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Not content with the effeft already pro-
duced on the minds of Mr, Thomas's people
by circumftances fo untoward, thefe perfidious
men were conftantly inftilling into the minds
of the troops the periloufnefs of their Situation,
and apparent impoflibility of ever extricating
themfelves, except by fubmiffion to the enemy
and uniting with them. Of thefe treacherous
defigns M r. Thomas was not informed until it
wastoo late to fruftrate their effed by any ex-
ertionson his part. Luckwah, whom heim-
patiently expected, did not arrive; and other
chiefs who had promifed their affiftanoe, not
only withheld it, but actually joined his ene-
mies.  About this time, likewife, Colonel
Heffing, the commandant of Agra, arrived,
and added himfelf to the number of Mr. Tho-
mass |l ocs.

Several of his officers, whofe habitations
were in Mr. Perron's diftrifts, defertcd from
his camp. His cattle were either killed or
difabled, his grain had failed, and his ammu-
nition fell fhort. With the utmoft exertion
he was fcarcely able to procure grain by de-
taching partiesfecrctly at flight, who brought
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him in a fcanty fopply in the morning, thbugh
not without frequent diminution of his fmall
force in cavalry.

In this diffrefi Mr. Thomas had no refource
but either to attack the enemy by night, to
jfdly forth arid try the event of a conteft in the
day, or, attended by his cavalry, to attempt his
retreat, leaving the infantry to make the beft
terms they could with the enemy.

After mature deliberation, he refolved to at-
tack the enemy, and force his way to Hanfi,
which if he could reach in fafety, he hoped to
be able to continue his refiftance with effect,
until affiftance fhould arrive from Luckwah.

He accordingly gave the neceffary directions
for carrying this refolution into effect: but his
people, fufpecting his intention of returning to
Hanfi, now began to pack up their baggage
and openly to defert the camp.

On receiving intimation of this defign, Mr.
Thomas, aflembled the officers, and enquired
.of them the caufe of thiscommotion. He was
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informed that no reiance could be placed on
the foldiers, who, disheartened at their fitua-
tion and the diftrefs they daily endured, would
no longer remain with their colours.

To quiet their apprchenfions, and reftore
oonfidence with regard to his fuppofed march
toHanfi, M r. Thottias himfelf remained with-
in the lines; 'and to encourage the drooping
fpirit of his people gave orders for an attack
to be made on one of the enemy's advanced
pofts, which from its iituation appeared edfy
to be taken.

At thismoment a difficulty arofe regarding
tile bullock-drivers, who had deferted the camp.
Some fepoys however, encouraged by the pro-
fnife of liberal reward, undertook the office,
and a feleft detachment quitted the camp.

But whether from being infected with the
general depreflaon of fpirits that prevailed
throughout the troops, or that they werereally
unfit for-the occupation, the fepoys conduced
themfelves in fo aukward a manner, and made
fo little adion in getting on the guns, that

X
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M r . Thomas thought it more prudent to fecal
the detachment altogether, and it accordingly
returned to camp.

Shortly after his hircarrahs brought infer-
mation that the enemy,' having been apprised
of his intention to force his way to Hanfs
had got their line under armsready to oppofe
his progrcfr; and which, if lie bad attempted it
in the prefent discontented (late of his troops,
would in all probability have terminated in his

difgrace.

Deftitute of forage, in want of ammunition,
thofebeing no poffibility of any fupply arriving
from without, his foldiers daily deferring, and
the few who remained even refufing to fight,
except in the actual defence of the campiin
thisfituation M r. Thomas aiTembled a council
of his officers, who, on his fubmitting to them
the circumftances, gave it as their unanimous
opinion, that there was nothing to be done but
by an unconditional furrender to the enemy.

M r . Thomas endeavoured to perfuade than
that a retreat to Hanfi was ftill practticable
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but his exertions wer e ineffcctual, and a difmal
afpect presented itfelf on all fides

For,the laft three days no grain had been
ferved out in the garrifon; but as many of the
foldiers had been provident in times of plenty
to fave from their refpective allowances, there
exifted no real want of that articlein the camp,
and fdt and fugar were ftill to be had in great
abundance. A fmall quantity of wheat ftill re-
mained, which M r. Thomas humanely appro-
priated to the ufe of the fick and wounded.
The fcarcity of provifions operated more fe-
vercly upon the Hindoo than the Mooffulman
foldiers, as the latter could fubfift upon the
cattle that were daily deftroyed by the enemy's
fhot.

A body of Rohillas, who were ftationed in
the pofts that commanded the water ufed for
the fupply of the camp, fuddenly went over to
theenemy. Mr. Thomas inftantly appointed
others to guard the pofts thusabandoned; but
to his forrow foon found that the fpirit of de-
fection had- feized on the Mooffulman troops
in general, the cavalry alone excepted. At
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feven o'clock in the evening information was
brought that the whole of the troops ftationed
at the out-pofts of the camp had defertcd;
that the enemy were making preparations for
a general affault; and at the inftant of receiv-
ing thisintelligence, M r . Thomas had the ad-
ditional mortification to perceve thelaft ftack
of his hay in flamesby the incendiaries. This,
as it afterwards appeared, was a preconcerted
fignal between the enemy and the traitors in
his own camp.

Diftrefled at thisintelligence, M r. Thomas
demanded of the perfon who informed him
wherefore he had fo long delayed the commu*
nication; but received in reply only a vague
and unfatisfactory excufe. The fcene of trea-
chery now began to difclofe itfelf.

Shortly after M r. Thomas shircarrahs brought
word that Shah Tab Khan, who commanded
George Ghur, had already mounted his horfe,
attended by his people and all their effects, and
was preparing to leave the fort, being at that
inftant in conference with a party of the
enemy, who had approached the walk with a
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determination to efcort thetraitor tother own
camp.

His efcape was edfily effected, Mr. Thomas
being in no condition to punifh him; and on
hisdeparture, a party from camp was ordered
to take poffeffion of the fort; but by the de-
fertion of Shah Tab Khan the face of affairs
was altered confiderably for the worfe. The
matchlock men were now deferting the camp
in comds and in all directions, a few of the
officers of the whole regiment being the only
perfons who remained.

M r . Thomass fole reliance was now on the
attachment of the regiment which had been
commanded by the gallant but unfortunate
Mr, Hopkins, at the commencement of the
campaign. It was feven hundred ftrong; but
during the late feverefervice had bean reduced
to one third of the original number. " Thefe

" (fays Mr. Thomas, in the bitternefs of his
" anguifh, occafioned by fo many defertions)
" were the only men that ftood true to ray
" interefts”
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But even with this force, though compara-
tively fo infignificant, had there been provi-
sons and forage in the place, he might ftill
have defended the fort of George Ghur ; but
excepting the fmall portion allotted for the
fuftenance of the fick and wounded men, not
a feer of riceor grain could be procured ; to
complete their diftrefs, the enemy, perceiving
their forlorn (ituation, prepared to advance and
overwhelm them with numbers; nothing now
remained for Mr. Thomas but to attempt a
retreat, and, if poffible, carry into effect his for-
mer determination of throwing himfelf into
Hanfh

Agreeably to this determination, having or-
dered the cavalry to hold themfelves in readi-
nefs, he about nine o'clock in the evening quit-
ted his camp.

Not long after, hefel in with a party of the
enemy, who attacked him with vigour: his
men, difheartened by the late events, having
loft their accuftomed fpirit, gave way on all
fides and he was compelled with afew fol-
lowers to fly for his life.
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The enemy continuing the purfuit, he was
compelled to make acircuitous route in order
to avoid falling in with ftraggling parties, by
which means, though Hanfi was not more than
forty cofs from George Ghur, he was compel-
led to travel nearly double that diftance.*

Arrived at length in fafety at Hanfi, Mr.
Thomas's firft care was directed to its de
fence.t

* In this retreat Mr. Thomas rode a favourite Persan
horse of a very superior breed and the highest spirit. On
this generous animal, without allowing any intermission on
the road, he performed a journey of one hundred and
twenty miles within twenty-four hours. This horse, which
M. Thomas brought with him down the country, is now
in the possession of Sir Frederick Hamilton, Bart, of Be-
nares.

¥ Hansi, according to the Ayeen Akberi, isincluded in
the Soobah of Delhi. Spesking of the rivers contained
within this Soobah, the author of the Ayeen Akberi ob-
Kves, " There ae d0 rmaly lessr sreams, and amongst
" thera the Kenkkar, vulg. (Cuggur). Hans is an ancient
" city, where reposes Shelk Jumal, suocessr of Sheik Fe-
" read Shuker Gunj (of whom we have spokrn in our de-

atail of the Battee country). The city of Hissar was
" founded by Sultaun Ferose, who dug a canal which
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Warned by paft experience of the treacher-
ous difpofition of the Mooffulmans, he commit-
ted the charge of the fort and city to his faith*
ful Raepoots, whom on all oecafions, and in
the moil trying fituations, he had ever found
worthy his confidence.

He was not miftaken in his conjedures. as
daily inftances occurred during the fiege of
the inconftancy and treachery of the others.

Two pieces of artillery were all that remain-
ed in the fort fit for fervice. The dilatory
march of the enemy to inveft the town &f-
forded Mr. Thomas fufficient time to caft and
mount eight additional cannon. The enemy
advancing by edfy ftages pofleffed themfelves
of the wells in the neighbourhood of Hanfi,
and at length commenced the fiege.

" brings the water of the Jumna near this city. This ca-
" nal pases the town of Sersah. Hissar hasvery fewri-
*' vers, and in order to make wells, the inhabitants arc
" obliged to dig to a great depth ."—See Mr. Gladwin's
Translation of the Ayeen Akberi, Calcutta edition
atide Delhi, val. ii,
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The Rajcpoots who ftill adhered to Mr,
Thomas, by this time reduced in their numbers
to three hundred men, were ftationed within
the fort; the remainder of his force, confifting
of about nine hundred men, were diftributed
for the defence of the city and the out-pofts.
Aware of his very critical fituation, Mr. Tho-
mas himfelf remained within the fort, taking
care to keep aArid guard during the night.

The troops deftined for. the fecurity of the
out-pofts had icarcely occupied their refpeftive
ftations, when, in amanner moft daftardly and
treacherous, they delivered them over to the
enemy; and the fort and city were thusleft to
be defended by a handful of men.

This even was rendered impracticable by
the treachery of fome Robillas, who invited
the enemy to advance to the attack. The af-
fault was accordingly made : on the entrance
of the enemy into the town, a defperate con-
flict was maintained on either fide, Mr. Tho-
mass remaining troops fighting with the moft
determined valour: three different times the
enemy were repulfed with lofs, but numbers at



330 MEMOIRS OF [A. D. 1801

length prevailing, M r. Thomas could no longer
perfuade his men to continue the conflict; he
was therefore reluctantly compelled to take
fhelter within the fort, and abandon the town,
of which the enemy took immediate poflef-
fion.

Of his wholeforce, feven hundred men now
only remained. Theenemy having erected their
batteries, commenced the fiege of the fort,
which, notwithftanding its fiege and the fmall
garrifon which it contained, had there been a
fufficiency of provifions, could ftill have made
a fuccefdul refiftance; but provifions were
fcarcc, the Mahomcdan troops were clamor-
ous for their pay, and receiving no fatisfa& ory
anfwer on this head, they made offers to M r.
Perron of joining his army on condition of
payment of their arrears, and an advance of
money as a reward for their treachery.

Mr . Perron would readily have agreed to
this propofal, had he not conceived Mr. Tho-
mas could ftill defend the place with his re-
maining Rajepoots, in which cafe he might
lofc many of his own men; he accordingly
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made Mr. Thomas acquainted with the trea-
chery that was carrying on within the garri-
fbn, and advifed him to be upon his guard.

" Confidering, therefore, (concludes Mr.
" Thomas) that | had entirely loft my party,
" and with it the hopes of at prefent fubduing
" my enemies, the Selks and the powers in
" the French interefts; that | had no expec-
" tation of fuccour from any quarter, Luck-
" wah having gone to Joudpore; that if hofti-
" lities continued, my refource in money would
" have failed; in this fituation, | agreed to
" evacuate the fort; and the neceflary arrange-
" ments being completed, | ftipulated for a
" battalion of fepoys to efcoft me to the Eng-
" lifh frontier, where | arrived in the middle
" of January, 1802,
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DEATH AND CHARACTER

GEORGE THOMAS.

NOT long after his arrival on theBritifh
frontier, Mr. Thomas infpected his affairs;
and on collecting the wreck of his for-
tune, acquired with fo much toil and labour,
he found himfclf poffefled of a fum not more
than fufficient to procure the comforts of life
in his native country; with this he determined
to retire from public life to the enjoyment of
domeftic eafe and quiet; and with this inten-
tion was proceeding to Calcutta, when death
arretted his progrefs, near the military canton-
ments of Berhampoor, on the 22d of Auguft,
1802. Hewasinterred in the burying-ground
of that place, and a monument isnow ere&ing
to his memory.

George Thomas was a native of Tipperary,
in Ireland, about forty-fix years of age, tall in
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his perfon (being upwards of fix feet in height)
and of a proportionate ftrength of body; his
countenance was bald and crectt; but from the
conftant and active ufe of his limbs, during his
long and arduous warfare, he had contracted
an elevation of the head which gave him the
appearance of iliffhefs; though in confequence
of this eevation his look was more martial,
and indicative of the intrepidity of fpirit
which reigned w'ithin, and which wholly pof*
feffed his mind to the laft hour of his life.

M r . Thomas appeared formed by nature to
execute the boldeft defigns, and though uncul-
tivated* by education, he pofleffed a native and

* On hisfirst arrival a Benares, after having obligingly
promised his Excellency the Marquis Wellefley to afford
every information within his power of the sate of the wes-
tern countries, Mr. Thomas proposed to the compiler of
these memoirs to deliver his information in the Persan
language; adding, that from congtant use it was become
more familiar to him than his native tongue. This offer,
for obvious reasons, was declined ¢, but it proves Mr. Tho-
mass capacity, under every disadvantage arising from a
want of regular education ; and | have no hesitation in de-
claring my opinion, that if Mr. Thomas had found leisure
tp cultivate his mind, his progress in the mogt useful
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Inherent vigour of mind, which qualified him
for the performance of great actions, and
placed himon a level with diftinguilhcd offi-
cers of the prefent day.

That he poflefled fuperior military talents
has, we truft, been evinced by the relation of
the tranfactions in the preceding pages, and
in reviewing his conduct, during a long and
multifarious warfare, a more competent efti-
mate may perhaps be formed of his abilities,
if we reflect on the nature and extent of one
of his plans, which he detailed to the com-
piler of thefe memoirs during his relidence at
Benares When fixed in his refidence at
Hanfi, he firft conceived, and would, if un-
forefeen and untoward circumftances had not
occurred, have executed the bold defign of
extending his conquefts to the mouthsof the
Indus. Thiswas to have been efected by a
fleet of boats, conftructed from timber pro-
cured in the forefts near the city of Ferofe-
poor, on the banks of the Sutledge river, of

branches of literature would have been surprisingly rapid.
He spoke, wrote,, and read »the Hindoostany and Persian
languages with uncommon fluency and precision.
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proceeding down that river with his army, and
fettling the countries he might fubdue on his
route: a daring enterprife, and conceived in
the true fpirit of an ancient Roman. On the
conclufion of this defign it was his intention
to turn his aims againft the Punjaub, which
he expected to reduce in the courfe of a couple
of years; and which, confidering the wealth
he would then have acquired, and the amazing
refources he would have pofleffed, thefe fuc-
cefles combined would doubtlefs have contri-
buted to eftablilh his authority on a firm and
folid bdfis.

Apprehenfive, however, of the ultimate fuc-
cefs of his arms, when he confidered the num-
ber and flrength of his enemies, Mr. Thomas,
about the time he was occupied in the con-
templation of the aforementioned plan, made
an offer* of his fervice to the Britifh govern-
ment ; which, though circumftances of political
confideration might not have inclined govern-

* Correpondence with Captain H. V. White, to whom
the compiler begs leave [to offer his kindest acknowledg-
mentsfor severd interesing anexdates in the latter part of
Mr. Thomass cares.



336 MEMOIRS OF [A,D. 180L

ment to adopt, is nevertheefs fufficient to pre-
fent a corred idea of the enterprifmg fpirit of
the man. Having offered to advance and take
poffeffion of the Punjaub, and give up his army
to the dircdion and control of the Englifh;
to take the country, and, in fhort, to become
an active partifan in their caufe: he thus, in
a patriotic and truly loyal ftrain, condudes his
remarks on the interefting fubjeft: " * By this
" plan," fayshe, " | have nothing in view but
" the welfare of my king and country. It could
'"* not be concerted foon enough to be of any
" ufe in the approaching conflict; (his difpute
" with the Mahrattas); thereforeit is not to
" better myfelf that | have thought of it; |
" shall be forry to fee my conquefts fall to the
" Mahrattas, | wifh to give them to my king,
" and to ferve him the remainder of my days;
" and this | can only do as a foldier in thispart
" of the world*"

His knowledge of the fpirit and character
of the different tribes and nations that com-
pofe the interior of the vaft peninfula of India,

* Captain White's correspondence.
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was various, extenfive, and correct; and no
jnan perhaps ever more thoroughly ftudfed, or
more properly appreciated, the Indian cha-
racter at large. In his manners he was gentle
and inoffenfive, and poffeffed a natural polite-
nefs, and evinced a difpofition to pleafe fupe-
xior to moft men. He was, as we have aready
feen, equally a loyal fubject to his king, asa
real and fincere well wifher to the profperity
and permanence of the Brittfh empire in the
eaft.  He was open, generous, charitable, and
humane; and his behaviour towards the fami-
lies of thofe perfons who fell in his fervice,
evinces a benevolence of heart, and a philan-
thropy of fpirit, highly honourable to his cha-
racter.

But with thefe good qualities, the impar-
tiality of hiftory demands that we lhould ftate
his errors, and endeavour to difcover fome
ihades in a character otherwife fplendid. A
quickneft of temper, liable to frequent agita-
tions, and the ebullitions of hafty wrath, not
unfrequently rendered his appearance feroci-
ous; yet this only occurred in inftances where

y
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the conviviality of his temper obfcured his
reafon; and for this, on conviction, no man
was ever readier to make every acknowledg-
ment and reparation in his power.

Perfect correctnefs of conduct cannot be ex-
pected from a character like the one now un-
der confederation, as a feclufion from civilized
life, and long abfence from the exercife of
thofe duties which conftitutc the chief enjoy-
ment of focial happinefs, muft neceffarily have
tinctured the manners of the man with fome
portion of the ipirit of the barbarians with,
whom he was fo long an inmate.

Upon the whole, howxver, we may be juf-
tified in remarking, that on a review' of the
life and actions of this very extraordinary man,
it isdifficult which mofl to admire, whether
the intrepidity of fpirit by which he was in-
cited to the performance of actions which, by
their effect, raifed him from the condition of
a private fubject to rank and diftinction among,
princes; or the wonderful and uncommon at-
tachment generally exhibited towards his per-
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fon and interefts, by natives of every defcrip-
tion, who fought and conquered with him in
his long and arduous career, and whofe aflift-
ance exalted him for a time to a height of re-
fpectability and confequence that feldom falls
to the lot of an individual.

FINIS.

Y?2
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APPENDIX 1.

Of the Trade in general carried on in the
Countries to the North-Weft of Delhi.

. PUNJAUB.

A N open trade with this country from
every part of Hindooftan has long fincc
ceafed; but petty merchants, by applying- for
paflports from the rcfpective chiefs of the Seik
territories, previous to entering their bounda-
ries, are generaly fupplied with them, and
by this means ftill continue a trifling commer-
cial intercourfe.

Their exports to the countries weft of the
Attock, confift of fugar, rice, indigo, wheat,
and white cloth. Their imports from thofe
countries are fwords, horfes, fruit, lead, and
fpices. Their exports to Caihmere may be
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confidered nearly the fame asinto Perfia; their
imports from Cafhmere are ihawls, and a va-
riety of cloths, faffron, and fruit.

W ith the inhabitants of the mountains they
exchange cloth, matchlocks, and horfes, for
iron, and other inferior commodities. From
the Deckan are imported fulphur, indigo, fait,
lead, iron, Europe coafe cloth, and fpices:
their exports are horfes, camels, fugar, rice,
white cloth, matchlocks, fwords, and bows
and arrows.

This trade is not carried on by any particu-
lar route, but depends on the character of the
chiefs of thofe diftricls through which they
pafs.  The nioft conflderablc part of the trade
is, however, carried on from Amrut Seer, by
way of Machaywara, to Duttyala; fouthward
by way of Hanii, Rauge Ghur, and Oreecha,
into the weftern part of the Rajcpoot country
by way of Kythul Jeind, and Dadery, and
finally by Karnaul towards Delhi and the
Ganges.
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[1. BATTIES.

The exports of the Batties, confift ¢f horfcs,
camels, bullocks, buffaloes, and ghee; their
imports are coafe white cloth, fugar, and
fait; but the trade is very inconfiderable, and
is carried on by petty merchants of Bahadra,
Noher, and other towns, through the means
of the difciples of Shiekh Fereed. The Hifar,
or Harrianadiftricls import matchlocks, fwords,
coafe white cloth, fait, fugar, a fmall quan-
tity of rice, wheat, and ipices. their exports
are horfes, camels, bullocks, antfghee.

[1l. BEYKANEER.

Beykaneer imports coafe and fine nee,
fugar, opium, and indigo. The former ar-
ticles they import from the Punjaub and by
Rauge Ghur and Churoo; fait they get from
Samber,and wheat from the Jypoor country;
fpices, copper, and coafe cloth, from Jcffel-
roere. They have no exports but cattle, and
thofe are of an inferior breed.
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V. JOUDPOOR.

The country of Joudpoor imports iron,
copper, cloth of different forts, red and yel-
low broad cloth, rice, opium, fugar, and
fpices. The copper and broad cloth are
brought from Surat, from Tatta on the Indus,
and from the Jypoor and Mewar countries.

Rice, fugar, and wheat from Mewar, Goor-
wara, and the fouthern parts of their own
country.

Their exports are horfes, bullocks, and ca
mels, of fuperior fize, which are in great rc-
queft in various parts of India; fait likewifc
from the Sambre lake, and other places in its
vicinity, is exported to the Punjaub to the esft

and to the fouth.

The trade to this country from Surat, pafles
chiefly through Gujerath and Ahumdabad; from
Tatta through the Sindy country and Jeflel-
mere, and to the Deckan, by Mewar and Kota.
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The town of Pawley is the greateft mart in
this part of Rajepootana; for there the mer-
chants exchange the commodities of Europe,
Perfia, and Deckan, for thofc of Cafhmere,
Punjaub, and Hindooftan,

The trade in moft parts of the Raepoot
country is carried on by cames or bullocks;
this is unavoidable, the fandinefs of the foil
rendering it almoft impaffable to carriages.

V. KOTA AND BOONDY.

The produce of Mewar, Kota, and Boondy,
the caftern parts of the dominions of Jypoor,
and the diftricts poffefled by the rgah of Ka-
j-oolee, may be mentioned under the following
heads. horfes, camels, and other cattle, but
inferior to thofe produced in the more weftern
countries; matchlocks, fwords, cloth of a
Goafe manufacture, wheat, rice, fugar, chuna,
barley, and all other Indian grain; and though
about fourteen or fifteen cofs north of the city
of Oudipoor fulphur is produced, it isinferior
to that which comes from Surat.



348 APFENDIX: |

From the abundant production of tfeofe
countries, a perfon would naturally thiilk the
inhabitants were in want of few importations;
but they are extravagant in their mode of
living, and fond of foreign luxuries.

Their imports and exports correfpond with
thofe of Jypoor; European and Perfian ar-
ticles come by the channels of Gujerath, Je-
fclmere, and Pawlee. From the Deckan, by
Way of Bapaul Soronge, Ucijcen, and En-
dore, to Kota and Beelwara, in the Mewar

diftria

The Ghoflcins of Nathdorah, a place twelve
cofs north from the city of Oudipoor, carry
on a confiderable trade with the provinces of
Gujerath, and Tatta, and with Raepootana,
Punjaub, and Hindooflan.

This trade confifts of pearls, precious ftones,
arras, fliawls, cloth of every fort, and in fliort
the production of all nations that trade to
India. Kota being in a central pofition, and
the rgjah a man of good character, is a place
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of great trade, and ferves as a general depofit
for merchandize.

V1. JYPOOR.

The Jypoor country producing in itfelf
almoft every neceffary article, does not ftand
in fuch redl want of foreign commodities.
The rgjah is in part poffeflbr of Samber, which
produces plenty of fait, as likewife do the
diftrids of Senganah and Berath. To thefe
may be added copper, mines, alum, blue
ftone, and verdigrife. There ae likewife in
moft parts of Jypoor good cattle, though not
in quality equal to thofe of Joudpoor.

In all parts of the Jypoor dominions are ma-
nufa&ories of cloth, of fwords, and of match-
locks.

Its imports are, fine cloths, the tiffue ma-
jiufa&ures of Benares, and fhawls from Cafh-
mere. From Guzzerath and Tatta are fup-
jplied opium, lead, and (heet copper; horfes
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and fruits from Perfia were formerly intro-
duced by the route of Beykaneer, but at pre-
fent the Karwans pafs through Jefelmere, and
Joudpoor. The court of Jypoor being fplen-
did and luxurious, fo is the confumption of
the productions of other countries confiderable.
This encourages trade, and leads to an inter-
courfewith all parts of India.
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THE following profpectus, drawn up about

eleven years ago, when the compiler of
tbefe memoirs was employed on a furvey or-
dered by government through the Dooab
and the countries adjacent, will exhibit to the
reader the outlines of a plan, the greater part
of which is now, by God's bleffing, happily
accomplished.

It is here, therefore, that he wilhes to pay
the tribute fo defervedly due to the memory of
that illustrious luminary, the father of oriental
literature, his honoured and revered friend,
Sir William Jones, whofe kind encouragement
firft infpired the compiler with an ardour for
edaftern literature, and whofe bright example
and uncommon acquirements in every branch
of polite learning, muft ever prove the beft
and ftrongeft incentive to the exertions of
Britifli youtfe.
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PROSPECTUS.

Having been appointed in 1792 to accom-
pany an efcort ordered to attend captain Rey-
nolds, of the Bombay eftablifhment, on a fur-
vey through the Dooab and the adjoining
countries, it appears to me, that in the courfc
of this expedition, much information may be
gained on fubjects not hitherto fuiiiciently
invcftigated and developed; what | conceive to
be moft ufeful in the refearches above alluded
to, may be reduced under the following heads;

1 ft. The natural productions of the Dooab,
with its commercial advantages, and a com-
parative view of its former and prefent reve-
nues, with as accurate a calculation of itsin-
habitants as can be procured.

2nd. The places of note, and the moiiur
ments of Mahomedan grandeur fince the con-
queft of the Moguls.
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3d. An account of Carpee and Etyah, and
of the improvements that may be made in
the inland commerce with the neighbouring
countries.

4th. The cities of Agra and Delhi, and
their environs, notwithftanding their prefent
ruinous ftate, will neverthelefs yield materials
for many interefting remarks. The hiftory
of the revolutions at Delhi, and the unfortu-
nate cataftrophc of the prefent defcendant of
Timoor, would, | am perfuaded, be interefting
to my countrymen at home, and great and
accurate information on this fubjed may be
gained by perfonal converfation with feveral
of the actors in this revolution, who are now
living at Delhi.*

5th. The celebrated city of Mathura, and
the plains of Bindrabund, prefent a field for
the inveftigation of the ancient government
of the Hindoos; for, on this fpot, confecrated
for ages by the fuperftition of their anceftors,
we may hope to find thofe primitive manners

* Se the History of Shah Aulum>and present work.
z
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and cuftoras defcribdfrin their Sanfcrit manu-
feripts; and their religious opinions being
clofely connected with their civil ordinations,
we may be able to form a more correft idea
of the fpirit of their ancient government.

6th  On the fouth and fouth-weft of the
Jumna, the provinces of Boondeelcund, and
Gohud, which have lately been reduced by the
Mahratta government, with refpect to- their fi -
liationtowardstheVizier'sfrontier, are objects
of confequence to the Britifh nation, and de-
mand an attentive investigation.

7th. From the late fucceffes attendant or

Scindiah's arms, we muft naturally conclude it
has been owing in agreat degree to the atten-
tion he has paid to the internal difcipline and
economy of hismilitary fyftem ; it is therefore
my intention to obtain as correft information
as | can of the ftatc of the Marhatta armies,
together with an account pf the Mahratta go-
vernment*

* The late maharaah Madajee Scndiah.
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THE SELKS.

8th. This nation, fo obfcure as hardly to be
mentioned even asa tribe, at the beginning of
the prefenj century, have,within thefe laft thirty
years, raifed themfelves in fuch reputation as
not only to attradl the notice, but excite the
alarm of their neighbours on both fidesof their
government.

They poflefsthe whole of the Punjaub, and
it is very probable will one day or other have
an eye to a participation of the Vizier's pro-
vinces. | propofe, therefore, to obtain every
poffibie information of their tribe, manners,
cuftoms, and fpirit of government, and, mould
we be able, to penetrate into the Punjaub, to
defcribe the face of that country, and the na-
tural and commercial productions.*

9th. The defiderata of Major Rennel, which,
from a perufal of his mod excellent memoir |

* Se the Higtory of Shah Aulum, and presmt work*
Z2
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find to be, firft, the pertaining the exigence
of one of the grand aefigns of the Emperor
Feroze; which was, to have cut a cana from
the Sutledgc to the Jumna, which would have
opened a communication by water from Cabul
to Affam. Major Rcnnel obfcrves, he takes it
for granted this canal was never completed, as
no farther intimation has been obtained on that
head. The remains* of fuch a magnificent
work, if any ftill exift, muft doubtlefs be dis-
covered by an infpection on the fpot.

loth. | havein my poffeffion a hiftory of
the celebrated Timoor or Tamerlane, faid to
be written by himfelf. This work contains
the whole of Timoor's expeditions, from an
early period of his life until near his death.
The Indian expedition in particular is detailed
in a very accurate manner.

11th. THE ALTARS OF ALEXANDER.

| have been the more induced to prefent to
the public the above profpectus, as an evidence

* S the 14th chapter of the present work.
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that the leifure allowed to officers in the hours
of relaxation from their profeffional duties, has
not altogether been thrown away ; and afo in
the entertaining a confident hope that the ho-
neft purfuit of laudable ftudies will ever meet
with public approbation and fupport.
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General Satement of the Forces of fever al of the
Natives Princes and Sates in the wefiern
Parts of the Peninfula.

I HE prefent force of Dowlut Row Scin-
diah may be ftated under the following
heads.

[ft. Cavary, Marhatta, and Hin-
dooftany, including the cavalry ftation-
ed with the different collectors that

might be brought to aft in a war 20,000
Ambajee's cavalry in the diftrid of
Gualior 4,000

Mr. Perron might muster in Hin-
dooftan, that is, Delhi, Agrah, Jauts,
Bapoo Scindia, and Madhoo Row's ca-
valry, excluiive of Seiks or Rgjepoots 7,000

Entire force of Scindiah's cavalry 31,000
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Sindiatis  Infantry.

2d. The number of battalions at prefent
tinder the command of Mr. Perron amount to
forty ; each battalion generally confifts
hundred men, gunners and fighting men of
every defcription included. Each battalion is
provided with four field-pieces, a carronade,
or howitzer, and fome pieces of ordnance of
large caliber, for the purpofe of throwing

grape.

A brigade confifts of eight battalions; it has
generally a feparate park of ten pieces of artil-
lery attached toit. This park is compofed of
battering guns and fpare field-pieces.

The ftrength of each brigade will confift as
follows.

Strength in officers and fighting

men of every defcription 4,150
Pieces of artillery — 50
Strength of five brigades 20,750

Pieces of artillery — 250
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The remains of Colonel Felofe's bri-

gade, fix battalions, men 3,000
Ordnance — — 60
Five battalions of Col. John Heffing 2,600
Ordnance — — 30

ftmbajee’'s battalions may be com-
puted at four hundred men each, of
which he has fixteen battalions 0,400
His artillery is not regularly attach-
ed to his battalions, and therefore pften
varies; but, generaly fpeaking, may be
computed at four pieces to each batta-

lion — — 04
The battering train likewife varies,

but may be computed at pieces 20
Total artillery of Ambajee's pieces 84

Begum Somroo.

*Five battalions of about fix hundred

men each — — 3,000
Pieces of artillery — 24
Cavalry — — 150

* | find by this, that the ftatement of the Begum's force,
as given in the History of Shah Aulum, is partly incorrect.



APPENDIX 11 361

Bapooh Sclndiah

Has two battalions — 1,000
Artillery pieces — — 10
Total force of Scindiah in cavalry 31,150
Total force in infantry 38,050

Grand total infantry and cavalry (10,200

Grand total artillery ditto pieces 5i8

REMARKS BY MR. THOMAS.

** |t is proper to obferve, that Mr. Perron
and Arnbajee are now levying troops, which
may caufe a material error in this ftatement a
few months hence. Arnbgjee and Perron are
poffeifed of artillery exclufive of the above-
mentioned; and Scindiah, by the artillery
taken from Holkar, is ableto add confiderably
to his own part.

Prefent ftate of Scindiah's infantry. They
are the worft in India; are not commanded by

* This satemat was mece 1802.
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officers of experience, nor well armed, nor cor-
dially attached to the fervice of their mailer;
they are in arrears of pay, and would be de
feated by a fmall force of regular difciplined
troops, with a few pieces of well ferved ar-
tillery*

Mr. Perron's infantry are in appearance the
beft troops belonging to Scindiah: they are
under better fubordination to their officers, and
are more regularly paid, armed, clothed, and

difciplined.

The troops of the late Colonel Felofe and
thofe of Colonel Heffing, ore equal to thofe
of Mr. Perron.

Thofe of Begum Somroo ae in a ftate of
infubordination, and mutinous.

Thofe of Ambgjee and Bapoo Scindia do
not deferve the name of troops; they are un~
difciplined and ill-armed.

Their artillery is in general bad, and is
frequently difmounted of itfelf in the ufual
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courfe of firing in a field of battle. Mr.
Thomas relates one inftance where twenty-five
pieces of cannon were rendered unfit for fer-
vice, eight of which only were ftruck by the
enemy's fhot.

Force of All Behaudur.

Ali Behaudur, the Marhatta chief, whois
in poffeffion of the open country, as likewife
feveral of the ftrong holds in Boondec;lcund,
hes four battalions, confifting of between five
and fix thoufand infantry, fix or feven thou-
fand cavalry, with forty or fifty pieces of ar-
tillery, all of the very worft quality. The hat-
talions, each about five hundred ftrong, are
without difcipline, or military regulation of
any kind, and may be confidered as a rabble.

The infantry confifts of Rohillas, Boondee-
lahs, and Malwa Sebundys, who are armed
with matchlocks.

The cavary confifts of Marhatta Mooflul-
mans from Cuttair, (Rohilcund) and from the

Doo Ab.
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The beft troops in the intereft of this chief
are the cavdry of his afociate Himmut Be-
haudur, the Ghoffeen; they ae in number
about two thoufand, and are chofen men.

Himmut Behaudur hes like wife a body of
infantry, amounting to about three thoufand.
We may therefore compute the collected force
of Ali Behaudur at twenty-one thoufand,
chiefly rabble, and incapable, fays M r. Thomas,
of oppofing a regular and difciplined force,
though far inferior in point of numbers.

At the head of this rabble, thefe chiefs keep
pofleffion of a country capeble of yielding a

revenue of one crore of rupees

Detail of the force of Ali Behaudur ;

four battalions, men — 2,000
Irregular infantry ditto 6,000
Cavalry — — 7,000

Artillery — — 50
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Force of Himmut Behaudur.

(I'n the fervice of Ali Behaudur.)

[rregular infantry — — 3,000
Cavalry - — — 2,000
Artillery pieces — — 20

Combined force of Ali Behaudur and Himmut
Behaudur.
Cavalry — — 9,000
Infantry, — — 11,000
To which may be added infantry

attached to the guns — — 1,000
Grand total, men 21,000

Pieces of artillery —. — 70

Prefent Force of Kafhi Row Holkar, and
Jeffmunt  Row Holkar.

The cavary of thefe two chiefs may be
computed at thirty thoufand, exclufive of the
Pindaries or irregular horfe. In this ftate-
ment, made from information received from
writers and foldiers in their fervice, who fel-
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dom fail to add to the number, there may pro-
bably be fome error. But it is certain that
Jeflwunt Row Holkar is actually at the head of
a body of cavalry amounting \o twenty thou-
fand men ; Kafhi Row Holkar has from four
to five thoufand cavalry at Indore, his capital;
towhich, if the cavalry of Ameer Khaun, atri-
butary, be added, as likewife that under the
different collectors, the number will amount
in the aggregate to thirty thoufand. Thefc
chiefs occalionally receive the aid of from fix
to ten thoufand Pindaries, a banditti who lay
wafte the countries through which they pafs,
by predatory warfare.

Force in Infantry.

Confifting of eight battalions com-
puted at four hundred men per bat-

talion, — — 3,200
Artillery men, —- 600
ilohillas, — — 10,000

Total infantry 13,800

Artillery pieces 50
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Holkar's cavalry are fuperior to thofe of
Scindiah, being better officered, and more
correfpondent with the real Mahratta cuftom
of predatory warfare.

The infantry (obferves Mr. Thomas) are
very bad. They areill paid, badly officered,
and without fubordinafcion; undifciplined, nor
can they make ufe of their arms in action.

The Rohillasin Holkar's fervice are a faith-
lefs rabble, who will ftand true only as long as
they find it their intereft; they are aways
ready to leave or ruin him, if not regularly
paid; or when expected to move againft an
enemy of liiperior force; or if by any means
they fliould have accumulated money.

Detailed Satement of the co Heeled Force ofKaflit
Row Holkar, and Jejfwunt Row Holkar*

Cavalry, — — 30,000
Pindaries or Looties, mounted on
(mall horfes, — — 10,000

Total cavary, 40,000
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Infantry.
Eight battalions at four hundred men
each, — — 3,200
Artillery men, &c. — 600
Rohillas, — — 10,000

Total infantry, 13,100

Artillery pieces, — — Go

Grand total, 53,800
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A general Abfraff of the Countries, and their In-
habit ant fin the north-weft parts of the Penin-
fula af Hindooftan ; with the Diftauce of the
capital Cities from Delhi,in BritifJi Miles.

[ft. T H E Punjuab or country of the Seiks, is

compofed of the province of Lahore,
and the chiiklaor divifion called Sirhind. The
inhabitants in general are Sciks, though the
cultivators of the foil are many of them Jauts.

Force. Cavary Go,000. Artillery 40 pieces.
Infantry 5,000. Revenue 5 crores.

Capital, Lahore, N. W. by N. three hun-
dred miles.

AA
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2d. The Hurrianah country is included in
the Sirkar of Hiflar; it is caled in the map the
Lefler Baloochiftaun. The inhabitants are
chiefly Jauts, with the exception of a few
Rajepoot, and Rungur villages, which laft ap-
pellation is given to fuch of the Rgepoots who
have embraced the Mahomedan religion.
Does not Rungur imply coloured, or ftained,
or of mixed blood ?

Capital, Hiflar, W. N. W. one hundred
and eight miles.

3d. The country caled Tahneflar confift*
of the weftern parts of Tahneflar, Kernaul,
Kythul, Panniput, Sefeedoo, Jeind, Kofohan,
and Dehatarut. The inhabitants are chiefly
Jauts, though fome have become Seiks, and a
few are Rgepoots, but of alow call.

No particular capital.

4th. The Battee country; the chiefs of
which are Rgepoot Mooflulmans; the com-
mon people are Jauts who have become M oof-
fulmans, and the cultivators of the foil arc
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termed Ryis, and are a peacesble inoffenfive
race.

Capital, Batnier, W. N. W. two hundred
and nineteen miles.

5 th. Beykaneer is governed by Rathore Ra-
jepoots ; the cultivators are Jauts.

Force. Cavalry 2,000. Artillery 30 pieces.
Infantry 3,000. Revenue 5 lacks.

Capital, Beykaneer.

Oth. The Jypoor country is governed by
Rajepoots of the Kutchwa tribe; the culti-
vators are Jauts, Bremins and Meenas.

Cavalry 30,000. Artillery 40 pieces.
Infantry 10,000. Revenue Oo lacks.

Capital Jypoor or Jynaghur, S. W. one
hundred and fifty miles.

7th The Row Rajah isa Rathore Rgjcpo&t;
AA2
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the cultivators of his country are Jauts M ew-
attes, and Aheers, a favage tribe, approaching
in their manners to the Jauts.

Cavalry  1,500. Artillery 16 pieces.
Infantry 2,000. Revenue 0 lacks.

Capital Alwur,* S. W. by S. Q0 miles.

* This place, the fort of which is situated on the sum-
mit of ahigh hill, is thus described in a work published
some years since by Elias Habesci, but better known to the
English reader under the name of Count Gika. " The
" emperors had likewise kept Aloor, a country very fertile
** in mines, and not at a great distance fronr Mattra. On
" those mountains there is another distinct nation called
" Mina, whose most splendid quality is that they excel all
" others in stealing, and we are assured that they are the
" most dexterous pilferers of India. They are capable of
" carrying off a horse or a prisoner from the most vigilant
" guard. All these countries produce infinite quantities
" of cattle, in which their principal trade consists.

" The richest, most agreeable, and most commaodious
" place in those parts is the plain or valley of Tannagasi,
" two leagues in length and one in breadth, which contains
" now seventeen mines that are opened, and as they are
" well explored, they may be reckoned to produce a crore
" of rupees annually. The province of Aloar is dependant
" on Jypoor, or should be. It is in general as fertile in
" mines as the other, and is rich*, but the little province
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8th. Joudpoor, whofe ruler is caled the

Rhathore Rgah and Marwar Rajah. Heisa

" of Tannagasi, which is subject to Aloar, is realy the
" most substantial part. Tannagasi lies at only four days
" smajl journies from Mattra. The capital and only town
" bears the same name. It is pretty large, trades consi-
" derably, and is situated at the foot of a mountain, on
" which there is a fort, with some pieces of artillery. In
" 1780 and iy 8i, a Frenchman commanding the artillery
" of Nadjifkan undermined this garrison; but it surren-
" dered before the mine was sprung.

" If the English chose to seize on Aloar and Tannagasi,

" their army, which | suppose to be encamped at Mattra,
" must march to Doeg in a single day. Proceeding thence
" they should leave Aloa ten English miles to theright:
" they would find no opposition hitherto. It is only at

" Sakmin Ghur that we find a fort, which commands the

" plain that leads to a pass on the road to Tannagasi. At
" that pass there is another small fort, and both together
" could not hold out twenty-four hours against an attack

in form. Tannagasi is the terrestrial paradise of that

" country: it is there that decent employment would be
" found for two hundred individuals of the English nation;
" and, aided by two battalions, they would be enabled to
" explore peaceably all its mines, and make them produce
" sixty lacks of rupees, clear of all expences, in each year :
" but in the case two redoubts should be constructed on

" the two banks of the Jumna to protect the passage-boats
" for merchandize and minerals, they might send from

" Tannagasi, escorted by a company of the battalionsthat



374 APPENDIX 1V,

Rhathore Rajepoot of the pureft and moft an-
cient blood of the Rgjepoots.  The cultivators
are Jauts.

Cavalry 27,000. Artillery 30 pieces.
Infantry  3,000. Revenue 20 lacks.

Capital Joudpoor, S. W. by W. 350 miles.

Qth. Karolee, whofe Rgjah is of the tribe of
Rajepoot, called Jadoo. The cultivators arc
Jauts, Bramins, and Meenas.

Cavary C,000. Artillery 12 pieces.
Infantry 2,000. Revenue 5 lacks.

Capital Karolee, fouth 140 miles.

10th. The Kifhen Ghur Rajah is of the
tribe of Rhathore Raepoots. The cultivators
are Jauts.

" would be stationed there. From Mattra the goods might
" pass on to Futty Ghur, or some other place on the
" Ganges, to be sent thence to a greater distance. The
" navigation of the Jumna as far as Allahabad might be
" attempted."———See Objects interesting to the English
Nation, vol. ii. page J13 and 114, Calcutta edition, A.D.

1793-
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Capital Kiflien Ghur, S. W. by W. 200
miles,

[Ith. Oudipoor or Me war, whofe ruler is
caled likewife the Ranah of Chittore, from
the celebrated fort of that name fituated with
in his dominions.  Confult Colonel Dow's
Hiftory of Hindooftan. This prince is dfo
called Urfce Rannah, which was aflumed by
one of his anceftors, and adopted by his fuc-
ceflors.  He is of the tribe called Sefodiah.
The cultivators of Oudipoor are compofcd of
Jajcpoots, Jauts, Bramins, and Beils.

Cavalry 12,000
Infantry 0,000

Capital Oudipoor, S. W- 350 miles..

12th. The principalities of Kota and Boon-
dee, whofe chiefs are of the Chohan tribe, and
are likewife denominated Addah Rcijcpoots.
The cultivators are Rajepoots, Jauts, Bramins,
Beels, and other cl”ffes.

Force, Infantry 2,000
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Cavalry 3,000
Artillery 20 pieces.
Revenue 30 lacks.

Capital Kota and Boondee, S. W. 350 miles.

13th. The Burtpoor Raah is a Jaut, the
cultivators are chiefly Jauts.*.

Force, Cavary 1,000
Infantry 2,000
Artillery 20 pieces.
Revenue 15 lacks.
Capital Burtpoor, fouth loo miles.

* Of thislingular tribe, the ingenious author of Objects
interesting to the English Nation thus remarks :(—" The
" Jattes derive their origin from a fingle head of a family,
whose name was Ram-gee ¢, he had thirty-four children,
who gave him many grand-children, who all respected
" him as their father and prince. The ddest of the fa-
mily in direct line has aways been acknowledged as
Ram-gee himself; they were cultivators, thence their
attachment to agriculture.  They remained in obscurity
" until the fall of the Mogul empire ; they have seized on
Agra, and extended their power as far as Siren, on the
" road to Lahore. Their chiefs resded at Agra with the
title of Rajah's; the first of them that acquired repu-
" tation was named Jonas Sing ; his successor's name was

*1
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Creten Sing, and thaj of the lag chief was Naval Sing*

" Since this nation has been defeated by Nadjuf Khan,

it has fallen into contempt and oblivion; for they

" have loft their conquests, and are now confined

to Burtpoor, which is the capital of their little

' country; but it is very strong, its ditches are of a

breadth more than is usual esewhere, they arc fifty-six

" feet deep, and are always filled with water that comes

from a perennial spring. Their present chief, who now

" retains the title of Rajah, is called Rengit Sing, who is

at the same time the chief of their religion, which is that
of the Hindoos." See Objects interesting to the

English Nation, vol. ii. p. 120 and 121.
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CONCLUSION.

IN the force above detailed, a ftatement of
the militia of the country is not included ; their
numbers are confiderablc, and they in faft
conftitute the chief fupport of their refpcdtive
Hates.

Under the head revenue, that which is paid
into the treafury of each prince is here defig-
nated; the revenue arifing from lands granted
to the different chiefs in Jaiedad, is not in-
cluded in any ftate, excepting in the Punjaub,
as more fully explained in our account of that
country.

By the artillery here mentioned, is only
meant what is capable of being brought into
the field, few of which are in good order; fome
of the chiefs have a numerous artillery in their
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forts, to which however they pay but little
attention.

Confidering the furprifing fertility of foil, the
abundance of all things neceffary for the fupport
of the inhabitants, and the internal riches of
thefc countries, and their capability of improve-
ment, aswell in regard to commercial as po-
litical relations, it is matter of no fmall fur-
prife to think they fhould for fo long a time
have remained almoft unknown to the British
nation in India; and that, after being fove-
reigns of fo confiderablc a part of this cxten-
five empire, we fhould now, for the firft time,
receive information, that the faireft part of the
country is yet unknown to us.

This however is the fad, and it would ap-
pear that Great Britain might derive confider-
ablc advantages from a clofer alliance and
more intimate acquaintance with the coun-
tries in the interior parts of India; and more
efpecialy with the Rgepoot ftatcs. Thefc
countries, as well from the advantages of na-
tural fituation as from their immenfe internal
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refources, would be able to form the ftrongeft
barrier againft the entrance of our political
rivals, the French, to the central parts of the
peninfula, whenever a renewal of hoftilities
may induce the attempt.
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POSTSCRIPT.

The compiler of thefe Memoirs has particular
pleafure in delivering to his readers a letter
lately received from an Officer of rank in the
fervice of Scindiah, refpecTmg Mr* Thomas's
char after, a?id which comes in a maimer
more peculiarly appropriate, as being the
genuine effuftons of a liberal mind, and the
honourable teflimony of a gentleman who,
though an enemy from mcejjity, has, for
the Jake of jujlice alone, paid the tribute
which he thought due to Mr. Thomas's
merits as a man and afo/dier.

DEAR SIR,

I AM happy to learn, from the public
prints, that we are foon to have the pleafure
of a life of the late George Thomas, from
your pen; as he was a fingular chara&er,
which deferves to be refcued from oblivion,
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and as | was intimately acquainted with him,
and was principally employed by General
Perron, to perfuade him to enter with his
troops into the fervice of Scindia. Moreover
being concerned in arranging the capitulation
of Hanfi, after he had the misfortune to lofe
his army, and in conducting him to the
British frontier; if you think | can fupply
any fads, or offer any materials which might
elucidate or add to the work, | (hall be not
only happy, but proud to contribute all in my
power.

| had a fincere refped. for his character; |
regretted his misfortunes, and | did all in my
power to obviate those misfortunes by my ad-
vice and my conduct; all my influence with
Genera Perron-was exerted to fcrve him, and
| did every thing in my power to meliorate the
feverity of his misfortunes, after he had been
unfortunate from the doubtful event of war;
and | fliould be happy if | could afford the
fmalleft matter towards the record of his fame.
With fome oddities, and many Angularities,
he was an uncommon character ; and his ex-
ertion towards ftation, power, riches, and
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glory, were ftill more uncommon; he was
uncommonly ambitious, which was the prin-
cipa caufe that led to his ruin; he would be
all or nothing. To ferve under the orders of
another was an inglorious dependance, in his
eftimation of things; and the diftraction
which then prevailed in Scindiah's govern-
ment, offered an enticing field to difplay his
courage and his abilities; for courage he pof-
fefled in an eminent degree ; and he certainly-
had abilities, if a clear head, a ibl id judgment,
and acute difcernment, may be caled by that
name. Hoping you will pardon this intrusion,
and view it in the light in which it isintend-
ed, to add my mite to tranfmit the name of
George Thomas to poftcrity, fuller me to re-
main with efteem,

Dear Sir,

Your moft obedient fcrvant,

LEWIS F. SMITH.

Burhanpore,
\8thJuly, 1803/
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