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Born September, 25th 1755,
Dicd March, 25, 1798.
“Faithful unto Death’
R.1.P.

K. Clement-Jones.
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Raymond was received in his own cantonment with a royal
salute, his soldiers wore the cap of Liberty engraved on their
buttons, and his regimental returns were headed ‘Corps
Francois de Raymond.

Malleson speaks of him in the most eulogistic terms. He
says: ‘“No European of mark who followed him in India ever
succeeded in gaining to such an extent, the love, the esteem and
the admiration of the natives of the country.”

Raymond’s Tomb is an obelisk of black granite, 23 feet
high, standing in the centre of a masonry platform 180 feet
long and 80 feet wide. On the tomb are the simple initials
“J.R.” About 25 feet away is a flat-roofed building, support-
ed by 28 pillars, forming a shrine similar to Greecian temple.
On the, pediment of the building is a carving of the Nizam’s
flag, surmounted by a cross.

On each anniversary of his death a large Urus or Fair was
held when the tomb used to be illuminated, and salvoes were
fired in his honour by the irregular troops, known as the
Myseram Regiment. They wore the French Zouave, and
marched up the hill singing their war songs to the accompani-
ment of reed instruments, somewhat like bagpipes.

A white cockeral would be taken to be offered as a
sacrifice at the Temple and a bottle of Castillon Brandy would
be shared by the chief men. A sum of Rs. 100 (about £ 18)

was allotted by the Government towards the cost of the
“Urus.”

The inscription, which was, I believe, intended to be
engraved on the tablet, facing the west, reads :—
Sacred to the memory of

General Michel Joachim Marie Raymond,
Comptroller of Ordnance, The Nizam’s Army,
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In 1778 Pondicherry was taken by the British and
Raymond betook himself to Mysore, where he enrolled in the
gervice ofi the Ruler, Hyder Ali Khan, the Tiger Chief.

On the death of Hyder Ali Khan in 1785, he joined Prince
Basalat Jung, the brother of the Nizam. In 1786 he entered
the service of His Highness Mir Nizan Ali Khan Bahadur, the
second Nizam of Hyderabad.

Within a short time he had at his command 15,000 men
divided into twenty battalions, under the command of 124
Europeans. Raymond had his troops in first rate fighting trim,
but at the hattle of Kurdla on the 9th March 1795, the Nizam’s
forces were defeated by the Mahrattas.

In the duel between Perron on the side of the Mahrattas,
and Raymond on that of the Nizam, the latter was gaining on
Perron’s battalions, when the favourite lady of the harem,
threatened to break her “gosha’ (seclusion), if the Nizam, who
was in the forefront of the army, did not instantly seek the
shelter of the Fort. The Nizam, thereupon, ordered Raymond to
retire, and to cover the retreat of the infantry, who were no
match for the large forces of the Mahrattas.

A year after the battle of Kurdla the Nizam’s Ordnance
Department was placed under the expert guidance of Raymond,
who was designated Amir-i-Jinsi or Comptroller of Ordnance.
Such was the esteem in which Raymond was held by the Ruler
that he Dbestowed on him the title of Azdhar Jung (The
dragon-of-war), Azdhar-ud-Dowla (The dragon among nobles),
Muthavar-ul-Mulk (The Bravest in the State) corresponding to
the English titles of Knight, Lord and Earl respectively.

To maintain himself befitting his rank and position the
Nizam granted him Jaghirs (lands held on Military tenure)
yielding an annual revenue of Rs. 6,85,302 (£ 50,000).
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JOACHIM RAYMOND; AN INTREPID
ADVENTURER

Many adventurers have lived and died in Hyderabad, the
Dominions of His Exalted Highness the Nizam, but few have
left a more enduring name among the village folk than Monsieur
Michel Joachim Marie Raymond or Francois Raymond, as he
was popularly called.

To this day his name is remembered in remote parts of the
Nizam’s Dominions, and more particularly in the village of
Sarurnagar, near Raymond’s Mount (Moosa Rahm Takkedi),
where he lies buricd. The villagers love to recant stories of the
man whose memory is fresh in the countless hearts of .those,
whose forefathers loved and honoured him as a hero.

Hyderabad, in the early days, seems to have been a dump -
ing ground for adventurers of all nationalities, and even Govern-
ment servants, who in the spacious days of the eighteenth
century rendered conspicuous service to the State are remember-
ed not so much for the institutions built by them, but for their

affability, generosity and profound understanding of native
customs, habits and thoughts.

Truly, nowhere is Carlyle’s doctrine of hero-worship better
illustrated than in India, for the history of the country is a
history, not of institutions, but of men, the leaders, religious
and secular of the people from age to age. Such for instance
are the names of Meadows Taylor, Hastings Fraser, Achilles
Kirkpatrick, William Palmer, Louis Finglas and Edward Lawrie.

Raymond was born in Gascony on the 25 September 1755,
and like his father before him came out to Pondicherry in 1775,
determined to establish a business in India, but in those
troublous times, the son soon exchanged the pen for the sword.
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falling,éf;mlling through interstellar space into Eternity.....
through a yawning fathomless abyss.....my head is swimming
...... there is a death rattle in my throat.....1 try to speak
and choke..... Remember Ruki and Radhu.....

A mist is gathering before my eyes and through mist and
fog T see a holy fire soaring towards heaven, And Lo! on the
top of the highest flame I behold two sublime figures,—
Radhu’s curls aflamed with unearthly light and a heavenly
radiance shining through Ruki’s eyes— An angelic smile is
playing on their lips —And they are beckoning me—calling me
upwards—but I am falling, falling—O Ishwar”,

]

“Don’t you sit and gape at that dreary landscape,” said
Hassan as he gave me a hot cup of tea from the thermds flask,
after waking me from my dream with not a too soft nudge in
my ribs. “You had such a far off look in your eyes and the
choking grunts that you uttered were so disquieting not to say
pig-like that we were really alarmed. At one time you paled
to ashen grey and as suddenly blood rushed to your face
making it crimson red. You did change colour, my dear human
chameleon. Your looks were most terrifying. You had the
appearance of a person who is recovering from a dreadful
dream or a hypnotic spell. For one dreaded moment
we thought you had a touch of the sun but thank God it was
nothing more than a mere touch of the moon. And we
imagined that our pleasant picnic to the Golconda fort would
end ina solemn march to the Osmania Hospital—with you
stretched on a hurriedly constructed stretcher ”

FEROzZ MEHTA.
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Tt was a glorious morn and I grimly set myself to lead
my brave men to death or glory. T chose a black charger, and
after a hasty meal set forth at the head of grim soldiers bound
to kill or be killed. With a fast beating heart I saw myself as
follows:—

‘T am charging a cavalry of very brave and fanatical
Afghans, tall, strong, well-built and well-mounted with huge,
flowing whiskers like us the Rajupts.....T do not care whom
I charge.....we all rush, every man for himself, hell for
leather at the most tremendous pace to which he can spur his
horse..... My black horse is a demon reincarnate..... He is
like the winged horses of Gods.....0 Wings! spurn, spurn the
dust ‘neath thy fleet hoofs, stretch thy graceful neck, bear me
gallantly today, O wings, for never shalt thou and I see its
like again.....He knows that this is his last moment......
Swiftly we fly with the wind before and dust behind..... The
Earth seems to tremble beneath the thunderous rush of heavy
hoofs..... I am happy, wildly happy with not a thought to
mar my joy.....I wave my sword and lustily shout for my

companions to follow..... but they do not require words of
encouragement.

We thunder on, an irresistible avalanche of men and
horses, and, like a swimmer diving from a cliff into the sea—
I am into the solid mass with a mighty crash..... I and my
horse strike them like a single projectile. I am a battering
ram, scattering my enemies like chaff —I cut and parry, slash,
parry and cut, thrust and strike and rise in my stirrup and
hack and hew—until I am through them like a knife through
cheese and spurring again to gallop.......

Suddenly a big swarthy Afghan looms large before me,
waving a huge scimitar—in the morning light the weapon
makes a vicious circle of shinning silver and descends upon
me.....it seems as if I am smitten by lightening—1 am
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instead of fleeing with my beloved ones to sure safety ? Why
was I here, with death a matter of hours—and why must 1
think and think and think of Love and Duty ? and which to
follow— Love or Duty. And suddenly I realized that as a true
Rajput I must put the orders of my Raja, and, above all, the
welfare of my country, before everything—and everybody.
Duty—thou stern Goddess, thou hast won.

I remained thus for a long time, but 1 was at length
aroused by a voice —a strangely sweet and gentle voice at no
great distance, the voice of my conscience and my guardian
Angel:

““Thou hast won, brave Rajput, and Chittore may well be
proud of thee. Go and do thy duty—a greater power than
thee shalt take care of thee and thine.

Knowest thou this, ye unbelieving creature that he who
killeth and he who gets killed both drift onward down the river
called Life. The river seeketh the sea, life seeketh continuity
beyond every limit in perpetual reciprocity between the
creator and his creation’’.

The soft caressing tone was balm to my ruffled feelings.
A great calm descended upon my soul and I humbly resigned
myself to the inevitable. Now as the inner voice spoke the
Demon at my side appeared in his true colours, No longer
the jovial companion, he was himself again, ‘‘horns, hoof and
tail—nay, indeed he seemed a thousand times more foul and
hideous than before, as he mouthed and jibbed at me in baffled
fury, wherefore I smiled and turned my back upon him .

So the voice ended, and there was silence and profound
stillness upon all things and in the calmness of my heart I
knew that the demon had cast himself upon the ground, and
was tearing the grass in a paroxysm of rage and bafflement;
wherefore lifting my eyes unto the East, I saw that it was
dawn, It was the dawn whose sunset I would never see,
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and glory ? Bhimsing! Bhimsing! who is that, having the
chance to hve, prefers death ? Bhimsing! Bhimsing ! who is the
idiot that runs after the shadow and leaves the substance ?
Bhimsing ! Bhimsing ! who is t;he madman that puts Duty be-

who is the madman...... Bhlmsmg ! Bhimsing !
Blood rushed to my brain. My brain was set on fire, I was
stark mad as I faced the bleak prospect.

‘Well, thou’rt dead — a small handful of grey dust —
mingled with the ashes of thy son and wife—perchance even
now it is not too late, you poor, blind, self-deluding fool,—
O Fool Divine’.

The elements were in riot. The storm in my brain was
at its height, and as T listened, the voices of good and evil be-
came merged and blended into an awful music—a symphony of
Lite and Deat hplayed by the hands of God, and I was an atom,
less'than an atom, a moth on the beams of his Light, a twinkl-
ing light before His Mighty Glory—a grain of dust, a nonentity
to be blown away into eternity by the puff of His Wind,
scorched to death by a look of His Eyes, smitten down to
pieces by a drizzle of His Rain and crushed beyond recognition
by His Little Finger. And yet needs must this grain of dust
still have an ideal to live and die for. And needs must this in-
sect set up an altar in its heart where its soul might worship
but occasionally his idol has teet of clay and often he sees his
altar foully desecrated, shattered and utterly destroyed. But
such is the nature of man that he needs must again enshrine
his ideal in his heart and put back the idol on its pedestal.
Just as a speck of dust dancing on a beam of sunlight reflects
the glory of the sun so does man reflect Godhood.

Only the dead have peace. Or, not even they if memories
hnger in the hereafter. '

Why ! Why? Why? Why wasIonmy way to death
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“Love is greater than duty—you dog,” chuckled the
Demon. This demon was no devil with horns and hoofs but
a witty, jovial companion. His pleasant face was wreathed in
smiles as he with a wink and a sly nudge urged me to abandon
the call of Duty.

“What is young life but to live”, said he in my ear, “you
are young and life is still gay with Ruki and Radhu. Why not
try it, you blooming idiot. Jaipur shall welcome you with open
arms and you will rise to great heights”.

I tried not to heed his words. I knew T could not listen
to this voice. But it persisted. It unceasingly rang in my ears.
I could not bear it. With a last lingerning look on the beloved
face and a fervent prayer on my lips I rushed out of my house.

On I went, scrambling through hedges and ditch with my
eyes on: the distant woods and my thoughts far, far away. On,
and ever on, climbing stecp uplands, plunging down preeipi-
tous slopes, past brawling brooks, and silent pools—on and on,
lost to everything but my thoughts: And my thoughts were
not of the pleasantest as I watched a Demon that ran beside
me, leaping and gambolling at my elbow, though I kept my
eyes straight before me. Anon, his clutching fingers were upon
my arm, and fain I would have shaken him off, but could not;
while a harnmer was set a-beating in my brain.

So we traversed the alleys of the wood, now in shadow,
now in moonlight, Demon and I, and never for a moment the
voice at my ear stopped whispering, “Take thy chance you dog
and save thy child. Wilt thou sacrifice thy curly halred son
for vain glory ?. ' :

Round about me, in the dark, were imps that laughed and
whispered together, and the loudest and coarsest was that of
my jovial companion. Softly whispered the wind in the leaves,

“who is tha fool that raas away from his home to certain death
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eyes as she turned her face away from me. All the while my
Radhu was looking at us with his round wondering eyes, I felt
my mouth become suddenly parched and dry, and the palms of
my hands grew moist and clammy. There was a lump in my
throat. I tried to speak but only a gutteral sound cscaped my
lips. Slowly I got up and gently stroked the black curls of my
son. Ruki had not spoken a single word but I could read her
as an open book. she was concerned about her child. So was I.
In the dwindling light of the oil lamp we three stood, Ruki,
Radhu, myself, facing one another with utter failure written
large on our countenances. In a trice all my brave resolutions
parted leaving me cold and clammy. Tears of rage and frustra-
tion welled up in my eyes. It was the first time in my life that
I had shed tears since my childhood, but I was not ashamed of
them.

With the despair of a cornered rat 1 thought furiously.
Let me think.......... Kind God let me think. If I could let
the Afghans through the secret way they would give me a safe
passage to Jaipur. But would it be consistent with my honour
as a Rajput, a warrior and captain of the Maharana’s forces.
No. At that I drew the line. At first I was almost sick at the
bare idea. My life for my kith and kin, but not my honour. ...

whence come these devilish thoughts into clear minds ? I thrust
the vile thought from me.-

.Work, poor brain, work! His life depends upon it........

Suddenly I was seized by an Evil spirit—-goading me
towards evil. With the beautiful image of my son it urged me
away from the right path. It bade me sell my honour and my
beautiful country for the sake of my child. The idea was
repelling in the extreme and yet............

‘Yes! why not ? Don’t you love your wife and child more
than anything in the world ? Is not their safety your duty as
well? Then why not be a man and take a bid for safety,”
sneered the Devil.
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the charge and meet death on the battle field with a certain
beloved name on my lips. But what would she say ? She
was a true Rajput and I instinctively knew that she would
answer me in the words of the great queen Sanjogan to her
Lord Prithivi Raj, the King of Delhi:

‘** We women are the lakes, you men
are the swans, when are yc far away
from the bosom...........

To die well is to live for ever.

'Think not of your own self but of
immortality, cut your enemy into two,
~and I shall be your other half hereafter.

1t is not the flames of the

funeral pyre that purify the soul.

But as the enigma is solved only thro’
the one right word, so the heart is
liberated out of Sansara’s enchant-
ment only by the other heart to which
it belongs, here or hereafter on its
way to God’’.

I felt proud as the mighty gods in heavens as these
comforting thoughts glided through my mind. With a song
in my heart I bent my way to my home. I was anxious to see
a young bright face with soft worshipping eyes. Ah-—there
sat my brave Rukmini, cooking my last meals. With loving
care she was making ‘chapatis’ for me.

‘Ruki, W'Qfl’t you serve the dinner ?’ With a lingering smile
on her coral lips she set a steaming dinner before me.

Rukmini always took her meals after ministering to my
wants. This was the custom of our people.

Suddenly I looked at her. She was gazing wistfully at
" Radhu whom we both adoreds There was a flash of tearsin her
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to love. Bat how weak, cowardly and dejected one feels
when the dreaded moment of leave taking comes—when the
stern Goddess of Duty demands its ‘Pound of Flesh’. Duty
is a jealous Goddess—it brooks no opposition, no half hearted
devotion from its votaries. Everything must be sacrificed,
everything must be put aside before the clarion call of duty.
Even love is no barrier.

O Ishwar why hast thou not given us the strength and
fortitude of Gods in heaven ? Why hast thou given us warm
hearts to feel, love, admire and call our own? Is this thy
justice O Almighty One? Shall I leave my wife and son and
tread the righteous path to the unknewn Goal? Shall I
sacrifice my name, my honour and all that is dear to a man
and a soldier and listen to the call of Love? Death with
mental anguish is bad but a love without honour is by far
worse. In times of crisis, we, the Rajputs, put little value on
our lives—these you may have whenever you want, but why
these pangs of separation, the bitter-sweet good-byes. I know
I shall meet soldier’s death on the field of battle. But O
Ishwar, let me die in peace. Thus in the fullness of my heart
I prayed in the silence of the night and God in heaven looked
on my prostrate body with infinite love and compassion.

As I prostrated myself, God in His infinite mercy spoke
thus to me: *‘ Rise, O, true heart, thy moment has come.
Fear thee not. Thou shalt sleep the sleep of the brave. Thou
art a Rajput, thou shalt die so that the name of Chittore shall
ever live after thee. Thou art fighting for the glory of thy
Lord Maharana and his brave spouse Mgharani, and more so
for the defence of thy birth place and the honour of a certain
beloved face ™

My pulse quickened—thank Ishwar not with fear as I
dwelt haltingly on the last words of my good Angel. I was
impatient to see the morrow—the day on which I would lead
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of this heavenly music under the soft light of the moon
memories were aroused from their sleep like souls on the wide
field of resurrection and the past once more turned to life.
And in that divine solitude the memory of many golden hours
in my life gleamed before my inner vision like steps leading to
the heavenly garden of bliss, where ,‘the rivers run like chain
of light.” I saw myself as a child praying at the knees of my
mother, as a sturdy youngster romping the wild woods with
not a thought to cloud my juvenile mind and then I saw myself
as a young man smitten with a great abiding sorrow—the
death of my parents. But I was young and as years rolled on
my sorrow lost the sharpness of its sting. Time is a great
healer and in due course I took to arms-—the time-honoured
profession of my ancestors. Many a battle had T fought and
Bhimsing’s bravery became a Lye-word. What pleasant
memories! But sweetest of all was my great love for Rukmini.
a love which she reciprocated. And we were happy in each
other’s love. Then the great day dawned when our love was
bound with the silken bond of matrimony which no earthly
power could break or keep asunder. 1 was madly happy and
time smoothly glided away. To crown our great happiness
our curly haired, rosy cheeked son Radhu was born. I
wondered if anyone could bear such happiness. It was too
good to last.

As I looked on, my thoughts were not of Life, nor Death,
nor the World, nor the spaces beyond the World—but of
Rukmini and Radhu. T knew that Ruki, as T used to call my
wife, would walk through the funeral pyre to meet me in the
‘Land of Bliss’. But what about my sturdy little son Radhu!?
Who would look after him after my death? What would
become of the rose, for whose sake the smart of a thousand
thorns were endured? Love is an unfathomable enigma.
Sometimes what a giant does true love make of man and at
ota3rs hyw wark the pror craatuce fesls wao has the misfortune
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THE CROSS OF DUTY

I sat perched on a lofty hill and contemplated the Universe.
Through the ranges of hills ; between the coral rambles in the
trees, I saw how the plains stretched miles around like a sea
without a sea shore, ‘ far away it was as if the sky had let fall
a spider web in its own azure colour over the green of the
early spring’. Studding these wide plains lay horses and mules,
tents and elephants of the mighty king, Alauddin Khilji.. As
far as I could see, his hordes had spread their tentacles all
round the old, proud fort of Chittorgarh. It was not a new
sight to me. I had seen this many a time in the past but that
day as I wistfully gazed at the wellknown landscape a slow
conviction stole upon me that my death was at hand. This
gave food for my thought.

1 was ordered by my Lord, the Maharana, to lead the
cavalry charge on the morrow. I felt proud and grateful for
the honour done to me, although in the innermost depths of
my heart I felt convinced that by that time on the morrow I
would be a shapeless mass of clay with the vital spark of life
gone. But death had no terrors for me. I was a Rajput
soldier—a seasoned warrior who had more than once seen death
at close quarters. Yet I felt a vague sense of fear. My blood
boiled, though my heart sank, and I knew that depth of
trembling apprehension that is True Fear—the fear for another
whom we—whom we—Ilove and esteem.

Thus I' meditated. I lost count of time as I contemplated
eternity with chin in my hand. Anon the Queen of Heavens
rose in all her majesty and the whole universe was engulfed in
the cold spirituality of her radiance. A glittering stream of
song flowed through the purified atmosphere. By the strains
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the fallacy of religion and spiritualism and then, he will fully
agree with what Ethel Mannin wrote in her book “Confessious
and Impressions’ (Penguine). She wrote ‘A philosophy of life,
it seems to me, is of so much more practical value than religion.
Religion is for the defeated or those who lack courage. I be-
lieve in life—which is to say, in myself as part of the physical
world we know, the world of flesh and blood, sap and
spermatozoa, cells and atoms and chemical elements.”’— And
it is quite true. Modern biology (bio-chemistry), psychology,
theory of Relativity and the wave-mechanics have disclosed
quite explicitly that the substratum of the world is matter,
that matter preceds mind. Thus, once the Radical realizes
the eminence of the physical universe, he will automatically
develop a spirit to struggle through all the difficulties and
acute problems that may confront him. He will create in him,
the virtue of toleration and a sense of values, which are the
very characteristics of a civilized society. He will revolt against
injustice, cruelty and dictatorship. His programmes, whatever
they may be, are always clear-cut. The Radical is a socialist,
a democrat, a cosmopolitan. He knows only one religion—
“Bervice of Humanity”

GOVARDHAN SASTRI,
(Senior Inter.)
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is the sign of life. Therefore philosophical revolution manifests
itself with the downfall of conservatism which is fatal to any
society, especially in an age when science is marching ahead
triumphantly. No educated Indian youth can be so foolish as to
wish to see his society completely stagnant, with no socio-
economic progress. But, to expect a social Renaissance is to
live in a fool’s paradise, unless the youth does dare to
revolt against the ‘Holy Family’ of spiritualists, conservatives,
status-quo-ers and reactionaries. He must study each and
every theory and principle critically and rationally. 1f he finds
it unable to stand the test of logic and reason, he must be
bold enough to recalcitrate against it. He must train him-
self to possess a rationalistic outlook. He must radicalize him-
gelf in order to solve the socio-economic problems of his
society—the Indian society. That can be well done by discard-
ing once for ever, the pre-conceived prejudices, blind faiths and
superstitious beliefs that he has nourished for so many years.
It is quite certain that all his foes and even many of his friends
may launch an ideological war against him, but only an adamen-
tine conviction and a rebellious spirit can be triumphant, in the
long run. Critical moments do occur, no doubt, in his life when
he is likely to lose heart and take refuge 'in the reactionary
camp, either to gain cheap personal prestige or tolplease some
of his friends. But, as Harold Lasky wrote in his book ‘“‘Liberty
in the Modern state” (Pelican), “Truth can be established by
reason alone; departure from the way of reason as a method of
gecuring conviction is an indication always of a desire to protect
injustice.”” Reason does not know complacency. If the Redical
wants to profess any principles, he must study a great many
books of social, economic and political sciences. If that is done,
the Radical will realize that man is not a spiritual being but
the product of the physical environments. He will know that
the laws of the universe are not governed by any external
power, but that they are inherent in the process of evolution it-
self. If he studies biology and psychology, he will understand
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day a Mahatma! One of my friends, after passing the examina-
tion, celebrated the Satyaniriyana feast in his village. Pointing
to the sky, my friend was frank (!) enough to disclose the
secret that it was He who helped him in passing the examina-
tion! Next year, the darling of Bhagwin turned over the pages
of Payim thrice but the poor fellow could not find his name!
I did not, anyway, wish to add to his grief by enquiring him
the whereabouts of his Bhagwin, because I fully knew that he
himself would realize the real cause of his failure.

This orthodox mentality along with religious prejudice,
blind faith and wicked superstition is the sole cause which has
rendered Indian Renaissance impossible. It is eating into the
very vitals of our society. But with all this, the Indian youth
is not to be blamed any way. Being the product of the social
environment which besieges him, he adapts himself to that
particular pattern. Our present society itself is built upon an
orthodox structure. Naturally the average youth, though
desiring to do something substantial, is perplexed as to which
way to choose. He is 80 much accustomed to the pitiful social
customs that he sees every thing in a mystic way and false
manner because society has presented to him a coloured
glass of false notions and fictitions ideologies. The various
movements around him, no doubt, impress to a great extent
upon his vigilant mind but to no purpose, unless he has the
capacity to distinguish which is which. It has almost become
a fashion for every body to declare himself the follower of such

and such a party! It is very interesting to observe with a
critical intelligence, the most widespread idiosyncracies of our
society. A great bulk of it groans under the tyranny of words
of propaganda by the different parties.

What we want to-day is a philosophical revolution. The
word ‘revolution’ does not mean what an ordinary reader is
likely to take for granted. Revolution is a radical change. It
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Nevertheless, history proves that only the progressive forces,
having a rebellious spirit can claim to be the standard-bearers
of progress and civilization.

Europe has gone through a Renaissance two hundred years
ago, while India, though chronologically .in the twentieth
century, is historically two hundred years. backward. The
reasons are not far to seek. The religious, moral and spiritual
teachings are rooted deep down in the Indian hearts and
therefore the average Indian thinks that all the wordly affairs
are conducted by the Almighty! Everything, according to him,
is pre-ordained by Him! The result is that he lacks in a creative
impulse, an initiative power, a struggling capacity and a will
to face the realities of the world! The desite to renonnce the
wotld, in order to achicve a spiritual happiness in'some external
world, has dominated millions of Indian hearts. Dis-
regarding the fact that man is a physical being of flesh and
blood and not merely a tiny cog in the 'gigantic machine,
propelled by the Almighty, the orthodox Indian youth feels
sublime delight in floating along the clouds of wishful thinking.
He may even know what is rationalism, but he shall not fail to
insist: We believe in God simply because we have to believe!
It is interesting to know whether he inclines to decide the

question: which leads to a successful life: Rationalism or Blind
Faith ?

And the so-called educated students takes refuge in super-
stitions and time-honoured beliefs, whenever he lacks courage to
face the realities. The candidate going to the B. A, examination
does not hesitate to stop before a temple with books in his arms
and his eyes shut! But the pity is that so many darlings of the
‘Almighty’ get plucked in the examination. The Hindu
youth, leading a hostel life, is well prepared to observe occasional
fasts in the dining hall, perhaps with the idea that since
Mahatma Gandhi does the same, he may himself become one
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definite, nothing stable, nothing conclusive. Various isms,
various cults, different theories and conflicting philosophies,
one after another, dance before his mind, and he grows more
and more perplexed, groping in the darkness with no aim and
no purpose. Somctimes he is lulled with the hope of a New
World Order and sometimes he shudders with the thought of
the IMascist storm-troopers! Ultimately, he is confronted with
the abstruse question—What is my part in this world-drama ?

s 3 % *

Let us try to find out, with a scientific and rationalistic
outlook, whether there is any way out of this chaos and
whether we can do something substantial for the cause of
Indian Social Reconstruction.

Social reconstruction is not the burning necessity of any
one particular nation. Every nation of the world wishes to
raise the standard of its society to a higher and higher level.
Those, that have already had a philosophical revolution, are
marching on the path of progress and civilization, while other
nations like India that are committed to the teachings of
spiritual and pseudo-moral dogmas, are still backward econ-
mically, socially, and politically. The characteristic feature of
the average Indian is his dislike for ‘materialism’ or the so-
called Western Civilization. He goes to the extent of attribut-
ing all this worldly chaos to materialism. He is proud of
the spiritual genius of India, forgetting that Indian philosophy
contains a large amount of materialism. He even expects that,
ultimately, the whole world will have to kneel before India for
her sublime spiritual culture! But as he is likely to think,
spiritualism is not the speciality of India alone. The European
nation, which the average Indian curses from the bottom of his
heart, was in the medieval period the hot-bed of spiritualism;
the student of European history cannot forget the wicked and
barbarous actions meted out, by the Roman church, to thefree
and scientific thinker—Hapatia, Bruno, Gallileo and others,
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REVOLT FROM THE RADICAL

Our need is for a new philosophy, a new social order,

a new religion—a religion not of God, but of Man; not of Fear,
but of Freedom; not of Heaven but of Earth.

—Ethel Mannin,

The world is witnessing a severe crisis. It is being throttl-
ed by an epoch-making event and the common man-in-the-
street is eaten up with growing restlessness. The ignorant
masses with no education and the poverty-stricken human
beings with no purse, are unable to manage their costly
lives due-to the growing dearness of the market, while, on the
other hand, the educated strata—the students, professors, writ-
ers, journalists, leaders and thinkers—all are caught up within
the vicious circle of chaos and confusion. It is not unnatural,
any how, that whenever there is an epoch-making crisis, confus-
ionis bound toarise like a great storm which seeks to devour up
the whole humanity, but only those who are weak, ignorant,
pusillanimous and pessimistic are drowned in the fathomless
depths, while realists and diplomats escape the torrents very
cleverly., Shakespeare construed philosophy to be the sweet-
milk of adversity; in the greatest adversity as the world is
witnessing today, the philosophical outlook of all the great
thinkers of the world is changing its ways. New
values are springing up; new conceptions are gaining ground.
When old structures are collapsing in some countries, others are
engaged in a severe conflict between the reactionaries and the

progressivists.

While all this goes on, the most confused mind is that of a
modern youth. He studies books, reads newspapers, hears
\ectures, but when he thinks, he sees before his eyes nothing
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‘“If the key to the puzzles of this distracted world can
be said to rest in any single fact it is to be found in the rela-
tions of the British commonwealth and the American common-
wealth .
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America has got some of her islands in the Pacific. The
Philippines, the Hawaian, the Kosas. In the Atlanticif the west
African ports, the Portuguese and Spanish islands are seized by
Germany, America will be in mortal danger. Therefore
America decided to play her heroic role with the Allies. Mr.
Stimson’s speech throws light upon this.

The immediate reasons of American intervention are the
sinking of American ships like the Robin Moor, the fifth column
activities in South America, Brazil and other states and
the fall of France. Matternich said “When France catches cold,
Europe sneezes”. The snecze came from the New World.

Thus due to these reasons America broke her statute and
passed the historic Lease and Lend Act in 1941. The Act set
apart a huge sum of 1300 million dollars for the supply of
defence articles,

(a) Weapons, munitions, air craft, vessels and boats.

(b) Machinery, tools and raw materials, The President
was authorised to look after the supply of these to the Allies.
By this America became in the minds of President Roosevelt,
an ‘ Arsenal of democracy’. ¢ The delivery of supplies to
Britain is imperative ’, said Roosevelt and therefore supplies
under convoy system are being made to the Allies. The recent
meeting of Mr. Churchill and President Roosevelt has confirmed
the opinion that America is determined to fight out the Nazi
peril by helping Russia and the other Allies.

Thus it is that America has avowedly directed all its
resources towards helping the Allies to extripate the Nazi
menace. As in the last war, perhaps this manoeuvre of
America would determine the future and would make the
world safe for democracy. We hope the collaboration of America
and Britain would also result in the establishment of the New
World Order: We agree with Mr. Gardiner, the writer of
‘ Anglo-American future ’;—
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fore in the present war too, America could not break her
traditions and leave its friend in the lurch.

1t does not take a long time for two people with the same
ideologies to meet for a common cause. America believesin
Democracy. The world has not forgotten Lincoln’s famous
pledge:—

“'The government of the people shall not perish from the
carth .

America was not a nation prepared to tolerate the State
Gangsterism of Germany. Amecrica was not ready to take
to the aggressive Nazi and Iascist philosophy. Undoubtedly
democracy was the only ideology that had found way in the
veins of the Americans. ‘To make the world safe for demo-
cracy’, she had entered the gamble in the last Great War.
And for the same reason vbviously, she has repeated her past.

“The U.S.A. will never survive as a happy and prosperous oasis
of liberty in the midst of a desert of dictatorship ”’.—Roosevelt.

The economic reasons were foremost in moving America
to dircet action. America is an industrial State with its
commercial relations with good many States in the East and
the West. In China alone, she has invested nearly 22 crores
dollars.. Therefore she could not tolerate that her trade and
commercial relations should break in case the Nazis and the
Japs rule the Kast and the West.

America’s interests in the Pacific, Atlantic and the Medi-
teranean are paramount. These life-lines of communications
were and are incessantly threatened by the Axis powers. In
case these become ‘‘secularised”’ under the paramountcy of the
Axis powers, American trade would greatly suffer. In the last
War too America had tried to internationalise these because
of -obvious reasons. The same motive prompted America
to give up her isolation.



Voi. X1v AMERICA & War 35

AMERICA & WAR

For good or evil, with or without its own consent, the
United States is now irrevocably involved in the web of the
world affairs. No more she looks on the drama that is being
staged in Europe and the Middle East like a spectator. No
more can she turn a deaf ear to the still sad music of human-
ity. She has broken the ring of isolation and is one of the
important allies of the world’s freedom, She is determined
to see the war through.

In the beginning of the war America was playing her
traditional role of an onlooker. Wrapped up in her haughty
seclusion she was repugnant to break her famous Monroe
Doctrine. ¢ Honest friendship with all nations and entangling
alliances with none >’ was the theme of her foreign policy. It
was only after the re-election of Mr. Roosevelt that America
found herself placed in such a position that interventien
became incumbent.

Why did America give up her policy of isolation ? The
reasons for this are not far to see. If we dwell in retrospection,
we would find America always unfriendly towards Great
Britain. Right from the American War of Independence the
relations between these two have been strained. But
they were mostly due to misunderstanding. An American
girl rightly pointed out to Lord Grey:—

I think that the two chief obstacles in the way of our
unity are———in England, ignorance of the Uuited
States and in the U.S.A. misconception of England *.

Herein lies the chief reason why the two worlds did not
meet. But the last Great War patched up the broken friend.
ship and these two nations became very friendly. There-
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plans; in this sense Kautilya always ruled over Chandragupta.
It is beyond the scope of this article to deal with their
organizations, invasion and victory. It is enough to say that
it was Kautilya who made Chandragupta the King of Magadh.
All the Puranas unanimously proclaim that Vishnugupta
(Kautilya) installed Chandragupta on the throne of the Nandas.
Kautilya played the same part in the history of Ancient India
as Bismark played in Germany. Kautilya unified, extended
and consolidated the Magadhanempire. The Mauryan dynasty
is greatly indebted to Kautilya for its installation. He ushered
in a new epoch in thc political history of India. With him
in fact begins the history of a unified India.

B. S. RAO,
M. A, (Previous)
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attitude behind the book is one of utter indifference to all senti-
ments. And since Kautilya, the king-maker of Chandragupta,
and the Kautilya, author of the Asthasasthra, are one and the
same person, it secems improbable that he destroyed the Nanda
dyhasty only with the intention ot taking revenge. ‘L'he insult
was a' good pretext for Kautilya, and he fully utilized it.
This incident of insult happily coincided with objective and
subjective situations of Kautilya.

All the material at our disposal goes to show that Kautilya
went into a self-inflicted exile. All the traditional accounts,
though different in detail, coucur on one point that Kautilya
met Chandragupta outside the pale of Nanda sway.
Kautilya was impressed by the genius and intelligence of
Chandragupta, and found in him a good substitute for the
Nandas. It is not my purpose to sketch the ancestry of
Chandragupta ; suffice it to say that he came from a royal
family which was deprived of its royalty by the Nandas.
Chandragupta was also working for the overthrow of the
Nandas. Chandergupta wanted a kingdom, Kautilya a King.
The aim of both was the over-throw of the Nandas; only the
motives differed. Chandragupta was actuated by personal and
selfish motives, Kautilya by impersonal ones; he wanted one as
King who would crystallize his political philosophy into
concrete shape, and govern the kingdom on his principles; and,
on the other hand, Chandragupta wanted an ally who would
help him in realizing his aim. The interests of both being
ideutical they allied themselves against their common foe.
Such alliance, by its character, is rare in history. It was an
alliance of two wonderful personalities of Indian history. One
without the other could not have established the Mauryan
dynasty over the throne of Magadh. Kautilya was a great
thinker and a shrewd politician ; Chandragupta a man of action
and a worrior. The combination of the two ensured success in
their efforts. Kautilya planned, Chandragupta executed the
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wanting. Therefore it isno wonder if Kautilya resolved to over-
throw the Nanda dynasty, and establish another of his own
liking. Here was the ideological clash between Kautilya and
Rakshasa. The latter, perhaps, wanted to reform the Nanda
rule, the former to cxtirpate it. Rakshasa was a fantastic
loyalist, Kautilya an uncompromising revolutionary. But
both were equally grcat statesmen in their own way. The
fundamental difference between the two was this: In Rakshasa
statesmanship was subservient to sentimentalism, in Kautilya
all was subservient to statesmanship. He was both a practical
politician and a scientist. He was always governed and
directed by sound logic and reason. Hec had a deep faith in
his mission.

Such was in brief the intellectual attitude of Kautilya.

Kautilya was looking for an opportunity to leave the court
of Nandas, to organize an army and attack the kingdon from
without while his party would create further dissensions in the
court and thus weaken the strength of the Nandas. The
wished-for opportunity was not late in coming. Tt is said that
one day the Nandas insulted Kautilya in the court, and
Kautilya took an oath to destroy them as an act of revenge.
Extraordinary stress is laid on this oath, both by ancient
chroniclers and modern scholars. I, however, refuse to
believe that merely the sense of insult could have carried
Kautilya to such extremity of overthrowing a whole line or
dynasty, and installing an altogether new one. This might
have been an immediate cause for taking a direct action, but to
make it an all-important and sole cause for the revolt
against the Nandas and the overthrow of the Nanda dynasty is,
I believe, far from the historical reality.  But, if this becomes
true, then this Kautilya who is carried away by sentimants and
emotion must certainly be different from the author of
Arthasasthra who subordinates all feelings, even sense of
religion and morality, to his political ends. The psychological
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THE ROLE OF KAUTILYA IN THE POLITICAL
HISTORY OF INDIA

Kautilya, author of the Arthasasthra, stands as a dynamic
figure in one of the most chaotic and formative periods in the
political history of Ancient India. The short but sweeping
raids of Alexander the great had caused much disturbance in
the society which was just calming down from the great
religious upheavals. The sway of the Nandas, the rulers
of the Magadhan empire, was undergoing transformation.
Their unbounded avarice, exorbitant taxes, favouritism towards
one party and utter indifference to the tranquillity and happi-
ness of the people at large, court-factions and unprogressive
decentralization of the Government, all these and many
more minor things created restlessness and dissatisfaction,
and a consequent sense of revolt among the ruled, The
religious struggles which preceded Kautilya created many sects
and diverse interests in society. It lost all harmony and
concord. The society had become a museum of rigid customs
and manners, castes and creeds, sects and by-sects.

- Such was, in brief, the environment. Kautilya is supposed
to have been a minister in the court of the Nandas. He is also
said to have been the leader of a party antagonistic to that of
Rakshasa, the most faithful minister of the Nandas. So
Kautilya led a revolutionary party which must have been
popular in the country. His attitude towards the Nandas and
their. Government was one of repulsion and revolt. His book,
the Arthasasthra in which we have a faithful exposition of
his mind, goes to show that he desired a strong central Govern-
ment, rule of law, social uniformity and economic prosperity of -
the people. In all these the rule of the Nandas was found
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establish the principles of love and mutual brotherhood and
make us realise the parliament of man and the Federation of
the. world. Hence all hearts and souls rest at the feet of the
Saint of Sevagram.

VIRENDAR BAHADUR,
' B. A. (Senior).
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lived and p.ra.ctised, provided one has the lagan (intense desire)
for it, His life has been a burning lamp of sacrifice and love.

As a political figure Mr. Gandhi may and does excite
controversy. Not all are prepared to accept his shibboleths
and solutions, even his cult of Non-Violence has been a target
of attack. But stripped of his political importance, derided as a
prophet, dismissed as he often is as an impractical idealist
Mahatma yet emerges as a great humanist. It is for his
essentially humanitarian instincts, for hislove of the common
people that history will remember this remarkable man. What
General Smuts describes as ‘his fundamental and universal
humanity” has an imperishable quality. Mr. Gandhi’s
humanity is profound and knows no frontiers of race or
religion. Chivalry to the opponent is among the first articles of

Gandhiji’s faith, to take advantage of another’s difficulties is
contrary to his creed.

Tolerance and sympathy are the keynotes of Mr. Gandhi’s
character. To him Satyagraha connotes not merely abstention
from violence but the positive quality of doing good.

But to regard him merely as a Sanyasi who has strayed
into politics is to misread the Congress leader completely.
Gandhiji will be remembered chiefly for the moral values he
has imported into politics ““not so much as a man of action or
a man of thought as a man of life”’.

When the din of controversy has died down and history
takes stock of his achievements it will recall him as the epitome
of the civilised man who strove to leave behind a better world
than he found. In this distracted world where selfishness and
untruth predominate and brothers fly at each others
throat it is this life, and this life only which can help to dispel
the dark clouds of ignorance and shameful atrocity and
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his life. He was subject to the sins and weaknesses of the
flesh as he was born ‘“The poor creature man’’; yet he tried
ever to ‘rise higher’ by his fall. Throughout his life we find
that he tried to develop and propagate the fundamentals of every
religion. He proceeded to England to qualify ‘for the Bar
where his struggles with superficial artistries of western civilisa-
tion brought out his clear indomitable will as a ‘Higher
man’.. He realised that faith is stronger than
words and rituals and is the greatest Tapas and Yoga
for the attainment of the truth. He realised the
hollowness of reason expounded by scientists in reasoning
out the higher values of life. ‘Faith transcends reason’.
His exploits in the regions of politics and public life are
many and various, and are known to every Indian.
Throughout his life we clearly find a man trying to cut away
the meshes of human desires, to clear the atmosphere of false-
hood and chicanery whether it be diplomacy in politics
or drure in ordinary society and to breathe in the fresh
pure air of truth. All his efforts in the field of politics have
been directed to that end. His solid moral character, his Pauline
sense of charity and his desire to live an austere life have
given him personality which has changed the very face of
Bharat Mata whose beloved son he is. 'To him service of the
poor and the oppressed is an ideal of God. Wherever ha
moves people around breathe the air of equality and fraternity
which is more than being written on the tablets of .a
constitution. He is an ideal Karm Yogi, every one who walks
on the path of untruth and every movement orinstitution which
battens upon oppression and falsehood feels awe and almost
succumbs to the force of this personality. He is an apostle of
non-violence in its extreme form, ‘Non-Violence in thonght
word and deed’. Truth to him is dearer than his very life.
He is a man who has shown before our very eyes that the
ideals of truth and Ahimsa are not impracticable but can be
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THE SAINT OF SEVAGRAM

The secluded village in Wardha formerly known as wuckavu
is now famous as Sevagram the village of service. It is humm-
ing with activity a place of pilgrimage as it were to all those
yearning for political freedom as well as spiritual bliss. Who is
it that has cast such a spell ? You will be directed to a cottage
where that bewitchingly inspiring person&hty will be playing
with the Han)a.n boys, that fragile figure is a store-house of
enormous spiritual magnetism and strongest will power. This
extraordinary piece of nature’s handiwork is no other than the
most revered personality of modern times—He is the beloved
Bapu otherwise known to the world as Mahatma Gandhi. And
the weapon he makes use of, namely soul-force, in quelling
armed might and in achieving his political aims is the weapon
of Non-Violence, which, as he says ‘is the first article of my
faith................ the last article of my Creed”.

. On the second of October (1941) Gandhiji celebrated
his seventy-third birthday. Gandhi Jayanti was celebrated
throughout the world, and the eminent 'personalities of the
world paid him homage. Every year visitors pour in “to
pay homage to the shrine of humanity. The Saint of Sevagram
ccherishes the highest ideal of Ahimsa, non-violence or passive
resistance as his Creed. Day by day his faith in non-violence
is becoming stronger and stronger. He is an Avatar, and an
emblem of purity and truth.

The year 1869, the second of October is memorable in the
annals of the world when Mohandas saw the light of day
in Porbandar. The influence of his mother was the strongest
in his life. From early childhood he imbibed the cardinal princi-
plea of Jainism, of truth and Ahimsa, and transmitted them intq
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Right he was and always guided by the convictions placed
in his mind by a Divine Providence,—great, benevolent ortho-
'dox— possessed of far sighted statesmanship, greatly ahead of
his times, stern in meeting out justice, yet with the good of
his subjects nearest his heart. How greatly, wrongly, nay-
lightly blamed as a despot and a tyrant”, murmured I..

“Get up Saeed!” cried one of my friends *if you have
quite done raving about Sultan Mohammed Tughlaque.”

I opened my eyes. “Then it was a dream”, said I to my-
self’’:

“Yes, a dream, but a dream at once real and beautiful”,
answered mv hcart.

1 still bear impressed on my mind the image of-the white-
robed Sultan as he stood talking to me, his noble features, now
grave and sad, now indignant and again benevolent and
smiling. May others see him as I saw him for I was privileged
to see the Sultan without the trappings of his Royal office and
to feel the gentle, refined heart that beat under the scarlet and
gold of royalty. This is the only prayer I can fittingly offer
for the Sultan.

SAEED AHMED MEENAT,
B. A. (Previous) class.
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“IWait a bit ", said the king, “Let me give you the whole
account. My first attack met with some success but the second
resulted in failure and the loss of many lives. Only ten
soldiers escaped to tell their melancholy tale. The failure was
due to the scarcity of food and ammunition. The hillmen too,
oftered stubborn resistance and the heavy rains and intense
cold also contributed to the failure in no small measure.
Another cause of failure was the treachery of my rear-guard
who did not support the vanguard. 1 punished the rear
guard severely and some people blame me for this but they
seem to forget the ruthlessness of Bulbun in his suppression of
Tughral’s revolt. All that is remembered is to Bulbun’s credit
and it is said that his stern measures were necessary for the
preservation of a strong central government. But in my case
these measures although equally necessary, are considered
barbarous. Would there be a more flagrant case of prejudice?’’

Again T bowed before the storm.

For a moment there was complete silence. The sultan
appeared to be in a reverie, as if revisiting after the lapse of all
these centuries, the scenes of his earthy toils and: triumphs.
Then he lifted up his head, his eyes shining, and a certain
calmness and serenity illuminated and transformed his
features.

“Then you are satisfied”’ said the sultan gently.

“Perfectly, my Lord! perfeculy satisfied.”” I readily
responded.

“Then farewell, and let me depart. Don’t forget my
arguments. I go with satisfaction..... I have completed my
task. Now begins your work. Go and reveal to the world what
I have told you”, exhorted the Sultan.

- T saw Sultan Mohamed Tughlaque the ill-starred idealist
and one of the most learned, just and dread-sovereigns
gradually disappear from my sight.
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negotiating these passes. Is it not a matter of gratitude to me
that no sooner were the obstacles patent to me than I abandon-
ed the expedition.

I never coveted Khorassan as a part of my Empire. My
sole object was to establish Military out-posts in Afghanistan
to meet the Moghal menace to India”.

“I am sorry to have wasted so much of your Imperial
Majesty’s precious time”, said I.

“No, no, don’t say that. It has long been my wish to
disprove the reckless statements made about me by some pur-
blind historians, who know not even the first principles of
historical research and regard it their foremost duty to criticise
and blame Muslim Kings without rhyme or reason. “My
August Sovereign ”, said I, “May I be enlightened about your
attempted conquest of China which seemingly resulted in
nothing more than the loss of countless human lives and end-
less misery.”

‘“Again the same sort of mistake”, thundered the sultan,
“Mohammed Kasim Frishta and that long band of unimagina-
tive chroniclers and annalists, who followed in his wake,
blundered in construing a punitive expedition to a mountain
principality in Tibet as an attempt at the subjugation of China.
All that happened was, that a small state in Tibet tried to
defy my regal authority and I despatched an army to chastise
its ruler. Frishta was mistaken but Burney the contemporary
historian depicted the expedition in its true colours. The
Moorish traveller, Ibn Batoota too, has set forth the real facts
of the case in the account of his travels in Hindustan. Do the
ounards of Frishta and his disciples need any further repetition?

“Certainly not”, I hastily acquiesced, not a little disturbed
hy the-rising wrath of the Emperor.,
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At the time Khorassan was in a state of confusion and
disorder. It was under the rule of Abu Sa’id a very young
ruler who could not control his nobles. The ruler of Egypt, who
was my friend, took advantage of the disturbed state of
‘Khorassan and threatened to invade and conquer it. Simultan-
eously some Khorassan nobles whom [ had given protection at
my court also recommended the conquest of Khorassan. In the
face of these tempting conditions, if 1 undertook an invasion of
Khorassan, no sane person can blame me. This last piece of
information is for the benefit of those learned fools with biased
minds, who pose as authorities on my reign, but lack the

-ingight to realise that my invasion of Khorassan was only a
bye-product of the measures I took for the protcction of India
against moghal invaders’’.

“May I be told O, my much-wronged Sultan, what led to
your failure in Khorassan’? next ventured I.

“Failure in Khorassan ! I just told you that I never wished
to conquer Khorassan,” replied the Emperor. “Your Royal
Pardon,” returned I. ““I wish to know the reasonof your failure
in your incidental incursion into Khorassan so that I may make
a fit rejoinder to those historians who go by superficial appear-
ance alone, and do not admit that you never aimed at a perma-
nent conquest of Kkorassan and consequently censure you for

failure in your supposed enterprise’’.

“Yes, you may know the causes of the failure of my
_imaginary attack on Khorassan,” continued the Sultan, ‘“the
first reason was that the king of Egypt proved a faithless ally.
Instead of helping me he joined hands with Abu Sa’id. How
difficult is the passage of the passes of the Hindukush for large
armies, like mine, was then not as obvious as now. My
successors of the twentieth century for the additional informa-
tion and better means of transport they possess, feel shy of
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This would undoubtedly have saved the Imperial Treasury from
being drained of enormous quantities of silver and gold.. But
injustice, tyranny and breach of faith were far from my mind.”

I listened to the Sultan with awe, not only because of his
exalted station in life and the fact that he was a visitor from
the regions beyond the grave but also because the great Sultan

was possessed of very great powers of speech and everything
that he said was based on reasons.

“What more would you like to ask ?”’ said the Sultan,
beaming upon me. ‘“Would your imperial majesty,” asked I,
“Be graciously pleased to enlighten me as to the expediency

of sending an expedition to Khorassan?” 'The emperor was
touched to the quick.

“Eh”, said he, ‘“That is the one act that I wish to justify
before all other questions relating to my policy. Foolish
historians instead of thoroughly investigating the facts with
unprejudiced and balanced mind, recklessly and even mali-
ciously endorse all the calumnies spread about me by their
unwise and biased predecessors.

I never attempted the conquest of Khorassan. In the
year 729 Hijiri, after repelling an attack of the moghuls
I determined to adopt measures which would serve as a lasting
check against them. The first and the most essential measure
in this connection was the establishment of military stations
on the north-western marches of the empire. With this end
in view, I decided to strongly garrison Afghanistan.

In those days, a part of Afghanistan was under the rule of
some Khorassan nobles. Ziauddin Burney, the contemporary
historian failed to understand the significance of my stationing
some of the forces bayond the Sulaiman Range and mistook
the march of my armies into Afghanistan, as an attempt at .the
conquest of Khorassan.
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people returning from Deogiri to their original homes in Delhi
and the provincial revolts, which occurred about the same
time, had imposed a severe strain on the Imperial Treasury.
The dearth of precious metals had placed the issue of silver
and gold coins out of the question. This greatly hampered trade
and commerce.

Well nigh six hundred years after my demise, you now
realize that the purpose of a coin is nothing more than to
serve as an instrument of exchange; but in China, paper money
had been in use even before my time and some thirty or forty
years’ before my accession to the throne, the Shah of Persia
following the example of the Emperor of China had introduced
paper money, bearing the royal seal of his realm. My introduc-
tion of token currency was, therefore no innovation even in
that remote age. The only novelty about my token currency
was the use of copper instead of paper. I naturally preferred
copper to paper as the former is more lasting than the latter.
I ordained that the value of the new copper coins would be the
same as the value of gold and silver coins of the same weight
and, to be quite fair, declared publicly, that anybody could
exchange at the Imperial Treasury a copper coin for a gold
or a silver coin of equal weight. Unfortunately the new
copper coins lent themselves to easy imitation, and forgery
became rife in the land. No stone was left unturned to check
forgery but all was in vain. Copper coins, which had become
as priceless as pebbles were therefore, withdrawn from circula-
tion and coins of equal weight paid out instead by the Imperial
Treasury. Some half-baked historians condemn me as a
tryannical and stupid ruler. A glance at the above mentioned
circumstances should be enough to refute the charge of
stupidity and the answer to the charge of tyranny is equally
obvious. Could I not, had I been 8o minded, have refused tc
pay out gold and silver coins in exchange for copper ones
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capital, therefore, proved a failure. The Moghal invasions also

contributed in ng small measure to the transfer of the capital
from Delhi to Deogiri.

The belief that I always acted like a tyrant and a despot
is hardly consistent with my orders issued as soon as the
transfer of the capital had proved a failure, that the people
who had come to Doulatabad were at liberty to resettle
themselves in Delhi.

I was all the time endeavouring to improve the miserable
lot of my subjects. This can be substantiated by, among other
things, the fact that as soon as I saw that it was not possible
in the unfavourable conditions obtaining in Deogiri to effect
any improvement in the poor plight of my people, I asked
them to return to their homes in the north.

“Tell me then if thereis yet room to doubt that the
sufferings of my people were due more to natural calamities
rather than to my alleged despotic rule.”

‘““ None, Great Sultan”, I humbly submitted, whereat the
Emperor’s countenance lit up with a smile of satisfaction at
my speedy acceptance of his view.

“Proceed, if thou shouldst have any more questions
to ask,” said the Emperor.

“Lord”, said I, ‘ How are your historians to explain your
‘Token currency’?” ' ‘

“Hearken ”, said the Sultan, “From the beginning of my
reign, the then existing currency system and its weaknesses
loomed large in my mind and if you examine the circumstances
carefully, you will have to confess that in introducing token
ourrency, I took the only course open to me. The expenses of
the transfer of the capital, the famine and the Moghal
invasions which followed, the compensation paid to the
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been subdued, giving an importance to the Indian Peninsula,
which it had not enjoyed before. Itis true that my empire
extended over a great area in the north also,- but Delhi, too,
had many drawbacks as the capital of my vast empire. It
was within easy reach of invaders from the north. Deogiri
occupied a much more central position. TIn the interests of a
strong and lasting rule in the Deccan, the location of the
capital in the south was absolutely essential. The best way of
transfering the capital was to order the inhabitants of a single
town in the north to migrate to a southern city. So I chose
Deogiri, renamed it Daulatabad and ordered the people of my
old capital to move on to Daulatabad. I also intended to
repopulate Delhi with the people who inhabited the areas
round it.

Some historians blame me for acting like a despot,—
ruthlessly. But this view can be disproved by examining
minutely the facilities provided for the'exodus from Delhi. A
special road was constructed which linked Delhi with Daulat-
abad. The government bought all the lands and property in
Delhi gnd paid for them whatever prices were demanded by
the people.

All those bound to Delhi were supplied with food and
there were rest houses all along the way from Delhi to Deogiri.
People who had no money to pay for the services rendered to
them were fed at the expense of the state.

The unconfirmed account of Ibn-Batoota, the Moorish
traveller, that a blind and lame person was found in the city
and dragged to Doulatabad, is quite incredible and baseless.

But the transfer of the capital proved a failure because of
the famines which occurred in the next few years in the Doab.
Famines always lead to a large increase in violent crime.
Large tracts of the country were laid waste. My scheme for
the supply of grain from the Doab to the people of the new
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We reached Thatta at dusk. Till about ten o’clock, we
sat discussing and criticising Muhammad Tughlaque’s reign. I,
in particular, criticised Muhammad Tughlaque very severely,
quoting Frishta as my authority. We went to bed at about
11 o’clock and almost immediately I was fast asleep after the
long and tiresome journey. Then I saw Muhammad Tughlaque.
1 am not sure whether it was some photograph of the Great
Emperor which T had once seen and forgotten or a really
supernatural likeness of the long-dead Sultan that had
materialised before my sleep-laden eyes.

“Are you not Muhammad Tughlaque ?”’ said I, to make
sure. ‘‘Even s0’’, said the white robed vision.

My heart beat fast. The remarks I had made a few hours
before were still "fresh in my mind. This was no doubt a
golden opportunity for ascertaining the real facts relating to
his policy and reign from the Sultan. I felt that it was only
fair that Muhammad Tughlaque should have a chance to
disprove the uncomplimentary views commonly held about his
policy and reign. ‘“Dread sovereign,” said I, “will you deign
to honour me with a talk on the happenings of your reign ?*’
“Yes’’, replied the Emperor, “Tis that and no other purpose
that brings me hither. Hesitate not. Ask and thou shalt be
answered.”’

“Sultan,” asked I, “How would you justify your transfer
of the capital from Delhi to Deogiri, which resulted in the ruin
and death of thousands of your subjects.”

“Ha’, said the prince, “That is the first in the long list of
my supposed sins. But listen. Of the many schemes that I
put into effect for the good of my people, the first was the
transfer of my oapital from Delhi to Deogiri. Deogiri
undoubtedly enjoyed a very strong strategical position. In
the ea.rly years of my reign, the kingdom of the Deccan had
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MUHAMMAD TUGHLAQUE AND OUR
MODERN HISTORIANS

It was the month of April. My summer Vacation had
begun. I had written so many times to my friends, particularly
to Shameem but had never received any reply. Before the
commencement of the holidays, Shameem had proposed so
many excursions, but as soon as the holidays began, he became
‘dumb as a drum with a hole in it’.

It was 7 o’clock in the morning. T still lay in bed thinking
what to do during the holidays. Suddenly, there was a noise
in the street. I thought it was a passing motor car, but not
long after, somebody knocked at the door. My servant came
running to me and said, ‘“Sir, two gentlemen have come to see
you and refuse to give their visiting cards’”. I at once got up
and went out to see who the people were. To my great delight
and amazement, I found Shameem and Anver in the drawing
room. My joy at the sight of them, beggars description.
Nevertheless, I heartily rebuked Shameem for his silence. He
said that he had not received any letter from me. After a long
argument, we agreed that Anver should decide as to who was
at fault. Anver now played the role of Addison’s Sir Roger
and said, “Much might be said on both sides.”” On hearing

this verdict, we all burst into laughter and thus ended our
quarrel.

After a while, Shameem said that he proposed visiting
some historical places in Western India and the proposition was
carried nem con. We accordingly started by train.

After seeing various historical places in Sindh, we came¢
.to Thatta, the spot where Muhammad Tughlaque, the greatky
misunderstood ruler, had breathed his last.
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She killed your mother. One night when the wind was sullen
and low she glided in, spread her yellow hair about me, and
murmuring said how she loved me. 1 was pure—purc and
good—yours. ..... you were wrong ; 1 killed her. .. .Strangled,
strangled her.....”". A fit again shook his body—and he
coughed blood. He closed his eyes, wearied of the storm. The
girl moved and laid him down and covered him. “Roohi—"" he
began again “Roohi” She fixed her eyes in reply over the
beloved face: tears streaming down her checks. 1 have run
my day—-Sunset and Night. Many a winter has come and
gone—She returns—The airs and the streams renew—but never
I......Roohi give me your hand- -some water....water....”
his words became feeble and inarticulate.  The girl lifted up
the pitcher from the window, there was no water.  She took

b

it and wildly hurried out.

The candle flickered ..o The old man became restless.
His breast swelled and his eyes became wide and dilated. His
hands struggled with something invisible. His lips quivered.
He raised his head ; made an effort to risc—rose and fell—life-
less and dead.

The girl returned : small drops of sweat over her brows—
her looks wild and ghastly. She rushed to the bed. Her
father scemed to her as if resting after a tempest. She called
him—slowly felt his forehead. Called him again—loudly—
loudly—more loudly. She shrieked—the pitcher fell and was
broken into pieces. She shrieked ‘Father’ and fell over the
breast of her dead sire.....Raised her head.. . .felt his closed
eye-lids. . ....Her cyes were dry......She looked towards the
‘heavens and there her eyes remained. The soul of her father
was going beyond the stars with a woman smiling at him,
bright as snow, clad in angelic white.

SLEEM, 4th Year.
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“Tt is so dark, child” The voice was feeble and sounded as
ifont of a grave” Give me light—The moon is full--more
light—Yes...... look, who comes there! Your -’ he could
not complete his sentence. A great convulsion:- - all his frame
shook and he coughed. Roohi who was at the window, opening
it to admit more light of the rising moon rushed to his side.
In violent energy of the moment the old man raised himself.
She approached and supported him against her bosom. She
reached her hand to his mouth—it was blood, blood from the
heart. Tears from her eyes. The old man held her hand and
let it remain near his heart.

“Roohi” he said at last
“ Father
“ Did you see ? 1 saw your mother. Why do you weep—
She was there, bright as snow, clad in angelic white—winter is
come and gone, she died in winter. You were a child-—Thirteen
years have passed....we loved....we loved. I loved her—
your mother. She died...... ”

The girl was frightened. With wide-open eyes she looked
around: the truth dawned on her ;"and her eyes were blinded
again. He began to gaze vacantly through the window
towards the moon.

“ Look-Roohi....” he was silent, a grim smile qurvered
around his lips : “You are mistaken—I do not love her. She
is my employer. These fields this house, these all are hers—
but—but I am yours. I love you—why do you look so pale.
Do not weep ; the babe is affrighted....I was in the fields last
night...... No—no—no”......he began to shriek, and shriek-
ing wanted to get free of the hands of his daughter: ‘Father!
Father’ she cried. The violence was soon burnt out; and he
sank back in her arms again! “ Roohi!....Roohi!”....Wont
you speak ?....She died—left you a child, I reared you up—
These hands, these hands—She was my employer 1 killed her—
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THE SANDS OF LIFE

It was a little hut, set beside a bubbling brook, which
murmured things mystic and divine, reminding us of the
Presence that animates everything around. The gathering
shadows had darkened into the night. The only light that
gave a weird look to the scene was the candle, that shone from
within the hut. The nightingale poured the existence out of
her veins in her sad melodies; and the shrieks of small birds,
killed perhaps by an owl or swallowed by a snake, now and
anon, disturbed the awful silence. The eastern clouds were
growing into silver-bright and the moon was slowly emerging
almost full in its splendour, smiling in the face of the earth
that lay dead and life-less beneath.

Inside the hut, the dim rays of the candle revealed a bed—
and an old man invalid, pale and white. Covered with a
tattered blanket he lay, his breath passing slowly, with difficulty
through his breast. His eyes were sunk, his forehead furrowed
and his form awful and exhausted. Beside the bed on the
ground, leaning against it sat a young girl. Her eyes were
swollen and dry. Her black wavy curls were dishevelled and
unkempt. Her head was hent over her chest. Now she raised
her head, looked towards the heavens, now she turned and
gazed at her aged father--— --wiped her eyes with her saree and
was quiet again,

A great gust of wind rushed in, the candle flickered and the
old man turned in his bed.

“Roohi”
“ Father!”
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2% Million Years
1+RB'+C+C¥=7+N134Gramma Rays.
10 Minutes
TEN® =640 e+,

50 Thousand Years
1+B'+6+C¥=7+N"+Gramma Rays.
4 Million Years
1+H'+7+NNY =840+ Gramma Rays.
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8+0"¥=7+N16+e+.
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APPENDIX I. (a)
LIST OF OLD ELEMENTS

Mg Cr Kr Ag Ce Yb
Al Mn RbL Cd Pr Lu
Si Fe Sr In Nd Hf
P Co Y Sn 1 Ta
S Ni Zr Sb Sm W
Cl Cu Nb Ta Eq Re
A Zn Mo I Gd Os
K Ga Ma Xe Tb Ir
Ca Ge Ru Ce Dy Pt
Sc As Rh Ba Ho Au
Tl Se Pd La Er Hg:
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CY4+H———NB4+Y 0
NB———CB4,+
CB+H———NU+Y Reversible.
NY+H—-——0%+Y
OP¥———N¥+,+
N¥4+H———C?2+He!
\V

Thus we see that carbon and nitrogen remain in the sun
in the same ratio. One could suggest hundred and one
possible reactions but calculations reveal that others are out of
question because Lithiums and Helium® are not existing in
nature nor there seems to he any trace of their production in
any reaction.

It has been calculated that the temperature of the centre
of the sun is 18.5 million degrees centigrade. This theory
gives 19 million degrees centigrade as the temperature of the
centre of the sun.

It has been possible to formulate this theory by consider-
ing the experimental results obtained in nuclear physics
laboratories on the one hand and patience and diligence of the
astronomers on the other hand.

Below is given the list of the 92 elements believed to
constitute the universe. The supplementary list gives the
nanies. of the olcments isolated by bombarding various atoms.
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There are two kinds of stars called Giants and Dwarfs. It has
not been possible to generalise the theory for every particular
case but so much is evident that this theory is ultimately going
to play the most important role in the developement of theories
of production of energy. 'This theory is something like this :
imagine a giant oven. On one side of the oven you feed some
coal. The coal is broken up into a number of ingredients; the
ingredients react together and ultimately end. So naturally if
you want to start over again, the oven should be fed with the
coal that has come out of the oven itself and thus produce that
endless cycle of regencrating the oven with the coal coming out.
We find that instead of the coal, we have to deal with the
atoms and their isotopes. The cycle starts with permanent
atoms, these atoms react with particles, produce isotnpes and
finally result in the same kind of atoms with which we have
started. Thus we get an endless cycle of reactions independ-

ent of the surroundings and not requiring any out side help.

Come down from the vagueness of poetry and romance.
We start with an atom of carbon that reacts with protons and
an-unstable isotope of nitrogen is formed, with release of energy.
This isotope of nitrogen breaks up into another isotope of
carbon again reacts with the protons and gives the normal
nitrogen atom with release of energy. This normal atom of
nitrogen again reacts with one proton and we get an unstable
isotope of oxygen plus some energy. This atom breaks up into
a higher isotope of nitrogen and a positive electron. At the end,
this isotope of nitrogen reacts with a proton and we get the
original carbon atom with helinm atom.



No. 3 OSMANTA MAGAZINE 9

orbits and emit or’absorb energy when they jump from one
path to the other. The problem was how to approach the
impregnable barvier?  Alphia particles are positively charged,
protons have ulso positive charge, electrons are too feeble and
the available source of energy at our disposal too weak. The
potential bharvier can in no case be passed and thus the
“accidental transmutation” obtained by Lord Rutherford
could not be repeated by other physical methods. Some
experimenters devised fantastic machines and some fortunate
ones went on the right track with the result that it is possible
today to carry on endless transmutations by various methods.
Alpha particles, protons, diplons, nutrons and Cosmic Rays
may be used for turning one element into another. Tech-
nicians have made it possible to handle the apparatus with
utmost safety although in some cases some physicists of five
feet nine inches have been reduced to a pinch of ash by
generators producing millions of volts.

The 92 elements with which we started have been
bombarded and we get 275 or more new elements, many being
is topes. Today even Transuranium and two or three new
kinds of Uranium have been successfully isolated in the
laboratory. 'The Alchemist’s dream has been realised and it
is possible to change mercury into gold! Let us come back to
the original problem of the production of energy by the sun.

Various theories have been put forward about the genera-
tion of energy by the sun. Some of these were too fantastic—
for example it was said that some meteors reach the surface of
the sun and get burnt up thus producing heat rays. Whatever
be the theory of the production of energy, they all agreed that
the sun will ultimately cool down and turn into a blue orb.
We do not want to go into the details of all these funny
explanations., Bethe has recently put forward the theory that
explains the production of energy in the sun and the stars,
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3
6 “me”
where o is the energy
11 18 ASE

and ¢ is velocily.

So matter was no more indestructible in the previous
sense of the word ! Matter could be converted into energy and
energy into matter. This exploded the old belief that matter
cannot be created or destroyed. No clue was found as to how
the sun was a source of energy. The Scientists were puzzled
and anxious. Astronomers waited in vain for the sun turning
blue and the Physicists upset by many revolutions in their
concepts gave it up as a hopeless quest.

The solution came from an unexpected quarter. Many
men have been striving for a formula for transmutation of baser
metals into nobler ones. The genius of Greece, Rome, India,
Muslim countries and Europe haunted in vain for that magic
formula required for the transmutation. It was in 1919
after many quacks had been exposed and many dupes had
been given up that the late Lord Rutherford suceeeded in
transmuting one element into the other. This first success
was obtained by bombarding nitrogen by particles at
Cambridge. This was a genuine case of one atom radically
changing into another.

One word about the ‘bricks of the universe’. We know
that there are 92 elements in the universe. Some of them are
in abundance and some rather scarce. The constituent
particles are supposed to be electrons hoth positive and
negative, heavy electrons, protons, nutrons and photons. This
is probably the sum total of our knowledge of Physics, After
Lord Rutherford’s discovery pysicists, theoretical and experi-
mental, worked on the possibilities of penetrating the nucleus.
The nucleus is positively charged and negative electrons go
round it endlessly. They do not collide but have stationary
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the body of the sun and formed various planets. The outer
temperature of the sun measured by various methods came out
to be about 5,000° ¢, and compared to the snowy peaks of the
Alps, the coolness of the stratosphere, and the solidified surface
of Jupiter or Saturn, containing various gases at temperatures
far below the ordinary room temperature, it is hot indeed!

In the last century the Principle of the Conservation of
Energy was laid down. It said that it is not possible for
matter to be converted into energy. We also know from

Thermodynamical relations that the Entropy of the Universe is
steadily increasing, ‘

This inoffensive looking law in the hands of the phyisicist
became a nuisance for the man in the strect. [t was trumpeted
out that although the earth escapes annihilations even after
passing through the tail of a comet, it cannot escape its future
predestined destiny. The sun will radiate all energy, the
world will cool down and a great glacial age will follow ending
in a blue sun that will eventually grow black.

Imagination is a dangerous tool in the hands of the incompe-
tent and headlines in newspapers inserted by inquisitive report-
ers started this belief that life on carth is not going to last
long due to dearth of heat supply. Lt was a great problem to
find out how the sun was radiating so much energy without
shrinking in size. Scientists advocated the ultimate doom to
take place with the same precision as the beats of Greenwich
Chronometer. All attempts to solve this mystery, however
glowing, were fruitless.

In the beginning of this century there were some faint
hopes of solving the problem when Einstein formulated the
principle of Conservation of mass. He suggested that
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THE ETERNAL SUN

If we look up a dictionary we will find that kuveiuas 1o
sumething whose presence is guaranteed for ever even in the
distant future. If the sky is clear we can see the sun every
morning. If we are on the equator, we will find that it comes
out of the east, rises high in the sky, and goes down in the
west. Still the Sun comes out. 1s it Btornal ?

From time immemorial people have tried to speculate
about the birth of the sun, its appearance and disappearance,
and some speculators have ventured even to calculate its
future destiny. As far as its appearance and disappearance are
concerned, hundred and one storvics, myths and legends have
crept up associating it with gods, devils and what not. About
its birth we know that it is like one of those billion stars we
find scattered in the sky. Like men it has a family of its own.
Whirling round on its axis having around it ever dancing
planets, it is moving towards the star Vega as it has done for

countless years. Where will this procession end? We do not
know at all!

There are two theories about its evolution and the evolu-
tion of its family. 'The Nebular Theory and the Tidal Theory.
One assumes the existence of a gigantic nebula rotating about
an axis and throwing out various parts that eventually cooled
down and formed various planets. ‘The other theory advocates
that once upon a time a star passed near another star, now our
sun. When they came nearer and nearer tides were produced
and these tides after swelling up to a big height came out of
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in its growing dignity and shapeliness. [t is strikingly indi-
cated by his metrical progress. He found metrical forms in
the heroic heptastich and in the heroic couplet that satisfied
the highest ideal. Thus he was induced to give up the
old four-accented couplet which seems to him ‘“light and
lewd”. Helearned from Boccaccio how to decorate, polish
and give warmth of passion to his verse; and how to describe
lofty things,

But it should be remembered that he imitated not the letter
but the spirit of Boccaceio and his other [talian masters alike.
He was original in his treatment of subject, he did not confine
himself to the subject-matter he borrowed, but poured out all
his profound knowledge of different types of men and of
manners. His works show his insight, {ine descrimination and
subtle humour.

S. M. TAQI HASHIMT,
M. A. (Econ.), M. A. (English).
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cription of the despair of Troilus after the departure of his
mistress, although all the drollery is invented by Chaucer.

In conclusion, it may be said that *I'roilus and Cressida”’
was half Italian and half English.

A comparison betwcen Bocecaccin’s “Decameron’ and
Chaucer’s “Canterbury Tales” indicates that the former not
only suggested the machinery but also provided the subject
matter of the latter. Seven ladies and three gentlemen go to
a country villa on account of the outbreak of the plague at
Florence and there, in a garden, cach tells stories in turn.
This is the beginning of the “Deccameron”. Chaucer could not
exactly copy it. So he too invented, like Boccaccio, an
occasion for story-telling, by introducing a company of
pilgrims bound for Canterbury. At the instance of the host of
the Tabard Inn, who also joins them, each pilgrim agrees to
tell two tales on the way to Canterbury and two on the way
back, to beguile the tedium of the journey.

So far about the machinery which the “Docameron”
suggested to ** The Canterbury Lales™. It also gave some of
its most remarkable stories, such as the ‘“Reeve's Tale”, the
Franklin’s and the Shipman’s tales to Chaucer. But this state-
ment must be qualified, because it is also possible that Chaucer
may have taken these stories from the “Fabliaux’ which were
recast by Boccaccio. Whatever the book, Boccaccio was the
main source of this story.

In sum, the influence of Boceaccio upon Chaucer is beyond
question. Nor is it to be measured by what he borrowed in the
way of plot, incident or expression. It was far profounder than
such debts might suggest. It recreated him as an artist, giving
him a new and loftier conception of artistic form and beauty,
This regeration is soon visible in the improvement of his style,
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upon Boceaccio’s “Teseide”.  But the former is an epitome of
the latter and if the former iy a romance ‘of sentiment, the
latter is a pseudo-epic, The _descriptions! in the ‘“Knight’s
Tale’’ read like.Boccaccio, but Chancer adds to it homeliness
by introducing certain scenes, and humour, by:turning Theseus
into a comic figure of his own liking. The “Tale ”’ narrates the
story of the Palamon'and Arcite in rivalry which is medievel.
Tts interest lies in the_romantic treatment of the pot.

His ¢ Troilus and Cressida’ is half translated and half
adapted from Boccaccio’s “I1 Filostrato’’. The latter poem deals
with the loves of Troilus and Cressida, At first Cressida loves
and then betrays Troilus. Cressida’s young cousin, Pandaro,
who is a prudent and disinterested man, serves Troilus’ love.
The,poem is impassioned, harmonious and swift in action.

Chaucer conceived the characters and the sentiments of
Boccaccio’s poem in a different-way. While Boccaccio intended
to depeit passion:and voluptuousness, Chaucer’s object was to
create character-studies. Chaucer’s Pandarus is different from
Boccaccio’s Pandaro. He is not the cousin but the uncle of
Cressida; he is the central comic figure, loquacious, and with
his proverbs and maxims he is reminiscent of Polonius and
sometimes of Sancho Panza, It is his continuous prating
which is responsible for the addition of two or three thousand
lines to the Ttalian poem. Though Chaucer’s poem moves
slowly, in comparison with Boccaccio’s, yet the comic scenes
relieve the pathos in the poem which is deeply felt in
“T1 Filostroto’’. The Italian poet simply gives expression to
sentiments, while the English poet aspires to reflect life.

_So'falj about his deviations from his original. But so far as
the  poetic passages of the poem are concerned, they are
verbatim translations from the Italian, for example the des-
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the Italian writers who exerted influence upon him are Dante,
Petrarch and more particularly Boccaccio.

Chaucer's “The House of Fame.” “The Assembly of
Fowls’ and “'The Monk’s Tale™ reflect the profound influence
of Dante. But Dante, the visionary, was not a snitable source
of inspiration for Chaucer, the realist.

It is not unlikely that he met Petrarch at Padua. He
held him in high esteem. The tale of Grisilda is taken from a
Latin letter of Petrarch’s, to whom Chaucer acknowledges his
obligation in the “Clerke’s Prologne”. But the spirit of
humanism, the excessive subtlety and the idcalism pervading
Petrarch’s work, did not appeal to him; so he could not follow
him.

But, on the other hand, it was Boccaccio who had the
greatest influence upon Chaucer. But oddly enough, he never
mentions Boccaccio by name. In ¢ Troilus and Cressida > he
would seem to denote him by the name of Lollius. Whether
Chaucer had met him in Italy, is a moot question. It is said
that Chaucer had only read Boccaccio’s poetical works and his
““ De Casibus Virorum Illustrium”’ and “De Claris Mulieribus”’.
The statement that he had not gone through the “Decameron”
is not true because, as we shall see later on, some of his works
were based upon that book.

Generally speaking, Chaucer borrowed some stories from
Boccaccio and} learnt: from him how to write *splendidly
decorated ,and warmly passionate’ verses. His ‘‘ Knight's
Tale”, “Troilus and Cressida.’ and the ‘“‘Reeve’s Tale” the
Shipman’s and the Franklin’s tales were all borrowed from
Boceaccio.

The poems which Boccaccio wrote in his youth had consi-
derable influence on Chaucer. His “Knight’s Tale” is based
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BOCCACCIO AND CHAUCER

No literary work in the world is original in the literal sense
of the word. Originality and initiation go together—-the latter
may be either conscious or unconscious. The edifice of liter-
ature, like that of any other branch of human knowledge and
art, is not erected by any single individual. Naturc employs
many individuals for the task at different tines, assigning to
cach of them the part of the work for which he is (it and
capable. They come alternately and one beging his work from
the point where the other had stopped his.  Thus one’s work
forms the basis of the other. But the credit goes generally to
the founders and the pioneers.

Plagiarvism is a literary sin; but borrowing is certainly
the privilege of all writers, if they, in Milton’s words, ¢ borrow
and better in the borrowing”. Originality in theme and
treatment is, of course, highly creditable, though, broadly
speaking, founders get the opportunity of showing this kind of
originlality; but that the writer may also be regarded as
original who is, at least, the same in the treatment of his
subject.  For this reason, such great men of letters as Shake-
speare, Milton and, coming to the point, Chaucer are considered
to be original,

How far was Chaucer, the subject of our essay, influenced
by, or what was his debt to Boccaccio ?

We know that before 1370 he was under the French
influence, and from that date to 1384 is the period in which his
writings show a marked influence of the Italian writers of his
times, which may be accounted by his tour to Italy. Amgong
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as they will already have been seen by the professors concerned
which can be directly sent to the press with the permission of
the advisers.

Secondly, if the University Press undertakes to print the
Magazine, on proper net rates, it would be cheaper and more
punctual. From all points of view the Magazine will appear
better if printed at the University itself.

If that is arranged we are sure that the yearly Editorial
changes will not in the least delay the printing the magazine
at the proper time.

The nebulous state of the constitution has led us to great
difficulties. In the interests of the University and the students,
we must request the coming Editor to kindly settle all these
things, as this will not only increase the status of our magazine
but also create a good feeling among us.

About the articles published, we are glad to say that
nearly all of them are by students. This shows that the
standard of English in our University is rising, and we hope
that we shall be able to produce some very good articles in the
near future. Some other good articles have been kept for the
next issue,

In the end we feel grateful to our beloved Pro-Vice-
Chancellor, whose especial care and guidance made our task
easy.

My thanks are due to Prof. Krishnan, Adviser, English
Section, whose guidance was of great help to us.

We must thank Dr. Zoar, Adviser, Urdu Section and Prof.
Wahidur Rahman, Hon. Treasurer, whose instructions at all
times were of great help to us.

In the end I must thank all those Editors, who co-
operated with me in making the Magazine come up to such
a high standard.
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Dr. Chandra, as he is very well known to all of us. We express
our gratitude to him for his keen interest in us.

Old Boys’ Union and Graduates Association —These two
institutions are the only associations for Ex-Osmania’s, as such
their activities ought to be watched by us with interest.
Osmanias are one, and there must be no disintegration among
them. Their ideal must be serene, their desires pure and their
work unselfish. We hope they will surely help their Alma Mater,
their country and their king, by creating harmony and a
healthy spirit.

Magazine.—The Editorship of a magazine is not a bed of
roses: especially of a magazine in which the editors are
honorary. There are many criticism and disapprovals and
rebuffs against a very few people who happen to stand on the
stairs of the Arts College with the editorial bag in their hand,
facing the panorama of brother students in front.

Opposition there is sure to be, and every opposition
healthy in spirit must be welcomed. But people should under-
stand the difference between essentials and mere empty shows.
The real merit is their work in the University; and that
student who works on Arts or Science, and thus raises the
standard of the University represents the true ideal student.

The magazine has of late been issued rather delayed. The
reasons being that the articles we recsive from the students are
very few and scanty, for which we have to wait a long time.
In reality we do not get articles even after requests, blandish-
ments, and entreaties. The thing is not that there is any
paucity of wiiters in our University, but that there is no
stimulus for them to write. Many research essays are being
written every year. If the Sub-Unions are made responsible
to send to the Magazine at least two articles pertaining to their
subjects every year, there will be no difficulty for the Editérs,
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Urdu Department.— We must congratulate Dr. Mohiuddin
Khadri Zoar on his appointment as the Head of Urdu Depart-
ment. Dr. Zoar is very near to us, as he is the Adviser of our
Magazine. Dr. Zoar Sahib’s works on the Urdu Literature need
no introduction to the lovers of Urdu language. We are glad to
hear that Dr. Zoar Sahib has organised the Urdu Union, which
was sleeping during the past few years.

Annual Examinations.— 'There has been a call from the
students for the biannual examination in our University. Ex-
aminations truly speaking are not a real test of merit, and to
waste a whole year of a student, who happens to fail once, does
not seem wise. We request the authorities to kindly consider
this matter seriously,

Civilians:— This year Mr. S. K. Sinha and Mr. Noor-ul-
Hasan Jaffery have come out successful in the Civil Service
Examination from our University. Mr. S. K. Sinha is a dis-
tinguished student of our University, and we are sure his
services will be useful to the Dominions.

We hope their work will be that of an ideal Civilian: and
they should remember that with their name is associated the
sacred name of Osmania—to brighten it more and more being
their sacred duty.

Dining Hall.—In continuation of our previous note, in
the last Editorial, we must congratulate Mr. Shiv Mohan Lal,
for maintaining a high standard of meals in Dining Hall No. 2,
for a very long time.

Dispensary.—Dr. Narayan Rao, who was appointed last
year Medical Officer of our University has endeared himself to
the students, by the especial care that he takes of the patients.

The appointment of the famous Dr. Bankat Chandra
as the Senior Medical Officer this year has been of immense
help to the students. We need not say anything about
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With this issue we place the third number of our
Magazine, in the hands of our brethren.

War.— In the last few months, what great changes have
there been in the world! The war has spread far and wide
bringing devastation and misery in its wake. With Japan also
upon the war-path, the peril to us is great and close-by. Let us
hope and pray that the end is near.

Special Convocation:— This year has been a very gracious
year for Osmania University as it had the honour of conferring
the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws upon Prince Moazzam
Jah Bahadur. The personality of this great Prince is already
famous for his learning and poetic genius. The University
honours itself by honouring the Prince.

Our New Chancellor.— 1t is with great joy and hope that
we welcome our new Chancellor Col. Hafiz Sir Mohammed
Ahmad Saeed Khan Bahadur, Nawab of Chattari, and as he is
a great benefactor of students, we expect much from him. The
speech of H. E. the Chancellor in the University has been a
great inspiration for action, inculcating a spirit of enthusiasm
and work in us. The Chancellor’s stress on the harmonious
relationships between the professors and the students, and the
cultivation of character is a wise and necessary counsel by
which we hope to be profitted.

We must understand that a University is not a place of
mere acquisition of knowledge, but a place for the building of
Character, for the tolerance and gentleness of the mature mind,
and the quiet content of the progressive soul. If we look
through the map of past history, we shall come to know that
this true spirit of University is purely national and Indian,
which emanated from the great Universities of Nalanda and
Taxila—the great centres of knowledge and civilisation.
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