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“ Our Schools and Universities are extending the idea of scientific
method, Read carefully that ecxtract from Réja Sivaprasid’s book
1 quoted in the Contemporary for September, That man, at least, has
obviously got hold of the scientific view of history. ”

M. E. GRANT-DUFF.
T'he Contemporary Lieview, November, 1875,



iv PREFACE,

Shitdb, Zambr, Sard4r, Koh, &c., have been used by
our first Hindi author (as I at least regard him)
Chand, the famous bard of Prithirdj ; and I think it
is better for us to try our best to help the people in
increasing their familiarity with the Court language,
and in polishing their dialects, than to make them
strangers to the Courts of the districts and ashamed
“when they talk before the higher classes.

BENARES : .
The 1st Jandary, 1864. SIVAPRASAD.



PREFACE. il

was no such thing as an empire in existence ; that
the country was divided between numerous chiefs
always fighting with each other for temporary supe-
riority ; that, notwithstanding the splendour attri-
buted to Muhammadan dynasties, the country was
sadly misgoverned, even during the rcigns of the
most powerful Emperors; and that although the
diamonds and pearls were weighed by “maunds” in
the royal treasuries, the people in general were
very poor and utterly miserable.

I may be pardoned for saying a few words here
to those who always urge the exclusion of Persian
words, even those which have become our house-
hold words, from our Hindi books, and use in their
stead Sanskrit words, quite out of place and fashion,
or those coarse expressions which can be tolerated
only among a rustic population. The sister presi-
dencies will sympathize with us when they remem-
ber that we are not blessed like them in having the
same language and character for the Court and the
community. Our Court language is Urdu, and the
Court language has always been regarded by all
nations as the most fashionable language of the day.
Urdu is now becoming our mother tongue, and is
spoken, more or less, and well or badly, by all in
‘the North-Western Provinces. If we cannot make
the Court character, which is unfortunately Persian,
universally used to the exclusion of Devandgari, I
do not see why we should attempt to create a new
language. Persian words such as Atish, Ma'rdf,



1 PREFACE.

assertion that “ Akbar made the settlement with the
cultivators themselves, to the exclusion of all mid-
dlemen.” Having thus no English book that would
completely answer my purpose, I was obliged to
have recourse to original Persian works. DBut Be-
nares is not a place where Persian books can easily
be procured, and there was no time to procure them
from other quarters, so 1 was obliged to make the
best of the means at my disposal. The difficulty of
correcting Indian names written in Persian is rather
greater than those written in English. Sunarginv,
for instance, is written Sitarganv, Chatgdinv (Chit-
tagong), Jebgdnv, and so on, in the lithographed
copy of Farishta!

My plan is to divide my book into three parts.
In the first 1 give an outline of the Hindu and
Mubhammadan periods; in the second I relate the
rise and growth of the British Empire up to 1858;
and in the third I treat of the changes in manners
aud customs from the earliest ages, when our
ancestors were drinking the exhilarating soma juice
on the banks of the Sarasvati, and of the revolutions
in laws and religions. I compare former Govern-
ments and the British rule, and the state of society,
and the general prosperity of the country under
both. My endeavour is in this part to prove to my
countrymen that, notwithstanding their very strong
antipathy to ‘“change,” they have changed, and will
change ; that, notwithstanding the many heroic
actions ascribed to our ancient Hindu Rajas, there



PREFACE.

I was not fully aware of the difficulty of my task
when I promised to prepare a little work on the
History of India in Hindi and Urdu for the use of
our village schools. Iknew how imperfect and full
of errors the so-called histories are which have
hitherto been written in the Vernacular, but I had
not imagined for a moment that even so cautious a
writer as Elphinstone was liable to commit such
mistakes as to say that Firoz Tuglak was nephew
of the “late King” (Muhammad Tuglak), when
Dow calls him ‘“his cousin ;” or that Nasir-ud-Din
Mahmud was the grandson of “ Altamsh” (correctly
Altimash), when he was in fact his son; or that
“Altamsh” was purchased for 50,000 pieces of
silver, when only 50,000 chitals were paid for him,
50 of which make a tanka or rupee of that time.
Or that a talented author like Mr. Marshman would
forget the topography of the country so far as to
write that “the greatest achievement of this (Firoz
Tuglak’s) reign was the canal from the sowrce of the
Ganges to the Sutlej, which still bears his name”
(History of India, Serampore, 1863, page 65). He
calls “Raja Jey Sing of Jeypore and Raja Jesswuut
Sing of Joudhpore” “Mahratta Generals,” and gives
the name of Muhammad Shih “Rustum Khan,”
instead of Roshan Akhtar ! (pages 166 and 189 res-
pectively). There is no room to disprove here his
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