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FOREWORD

I have been asked to write a ‘foreword” in English
to the collection of poems by my esteemed friend
Thakur Gopal Saran Singh. I find myself in1a somewhat
difficult position. My friend has elected to adopt the
Khariboli for his poems. I have always been partial to
the sweet Brajbhase and, on that account, find it difficult
to reconcile myself to poetry in Khariboli. When the
DBrajbhasa has as good elaims to the title of “Ilindi” as
any other dialect, I fail to sce why poets abandon that
sweet dialect in favour of the harsher boli. However,
the poet must be free to choose his own language and
no eritic can be Justified in finding fault with his choice,
especially in a case where the language adopted, though
Khari, is as chaste and as sweet as that dialect can be.
Tt is creditable for the writer of these poems that he has
adopted a language which is free from all the defects of
what is fast becoming the literary language of Hindi-
writers. The language is simple, choice and 1s not over-
burdened with cither archaisms or new-fangled phrases.
As for the subject-matter of the poems, every one of the
three-hundred-and-odd poems is what has been rightly
spoken of as a miniature painting, exquisite in idea as in
form. The pieces addressed to Shri Krishna are specially
appealing to the heart. The poet has given ample proof
of his possessing both genius and efficiency (shakti and
nipunata). A mere versifier, as many of our modern
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poets are, could not have written anything like the
following lines—

(o) W F, F47 AEATT F@AAT W |
(b) %3 857 A g@ NF @gar £
(c) I8I gaTT TR G I ogAEr R |
(d) wee g% # 79 ©F SN @ar o
3@ar § @4 I gGWHRFHN I8 | |

But the highest gem is found in the last poem

w1& & wgt e qew gEA e,
qH & § AT FT g3k HIAH 3 ||

where we find a happy combination of deep piety with
loyalty to the custom of our old poets of appending their
names to their poems.

I hope the poet will find encouragement from
readers and will continue to serve &&dl in the manner
in which he has been doing so far.

The Universily }

Allahabad (GCANGANATHA JIIA.

August 30, 1925.
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