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INTRODUCTION

WHEN B. S. Rowntree made his second social survey of York,
the result of which was published in his book Poverty and
Progress, he was struck by the inadequacy of the means pro-
vided for the satisfactory recreation of the citizens. As he had
no reason to suppose that the facilities for recreation provided
in York differed widely from those provided in other British
cities, making due allowance for differences in their size, he
thought it would be interesting to make a detailed survey of the
facilities that would be needed in York to make ample pro-
vision for the satisfactory recreation of the inhabitants of that
city, and it was on this restricted task that we embarked at the
beginning of 1947. Early in our work, however, we realized
that a much larger task was implicit in the seemingly simple
one that we had set ourselves, for if the word recreation is taken
in its proper sense as the activities whereby men and women re-
create themselves, not only in body but also in mind and spirit,
the consideration of what facilities are necessary for adequate
recreation involves a study of the whole question of leisure.

It is not possible to ascertain what facilities should be pro-
vided to enable people to use their leisure happily and wisely,
without first finding out just how they spend their leisure now,
and why they spend it as they do. The task of finding out why
people choose some activities and reject others, involves no less
than a study of their philosophy of life, as well as an examina-
tion of the principal factors that affect behaviour and form
character.

We found in fact that we had inadvertently embarked upon
a study of the cultural and spiritual life of the nation, meaning
by cultural all that has to do with education and refinement,
and using the word spiritual in a broad sense to denote the
higher qualities that distinguish great nations and great
individuals within a nation. For such a study, upon which we

X1



xii ENGLISH LIFE AND LEISURE

should not have been so presumptuous as to embark intention-
ally, but from which we did not think it right to withdraw
having come upon it by chance, the city of York was clearly
too restricted an area. Our investigations and enquiries have
accordingly been made in various parts of England and Wales,
mainly in the great cities but where necessary also in small
towns and in rural areas.

We may be open to the charge that we have given undue
emphasis to town life. It must, however, be remembered that
the vast majority of the population live under urban conditions,
and, moreover, transport facilities have developed so greatly in
recent years that many rural dwellers take advantage of
recreational and educational facilities provided in adjacent
towns. The proportion of the population who are living in
regions so remote that they cannot do so is extremely small.

In making our study of contemporary life in England and
Wales, we concluded that, besides the usual and obvious
methods of approaching the subject, we needed some means of
letting a substantial number of men and women, of all ages ar.d
social classes, speak for themselves, in the hope that, as they
told their individual stories, we should build up a living picture
of English life and leisure. For such a purpose as we had in
mind, formal interviewing, or the use of questionnaires, would
have been -useless, for many of the matters about which we
desired information are intensely personal, and in any case we
were interested more in behaviour than in such opinions as
could be elicited by answers to short, set questions. We there-
fore decided to build up our picture of what people are like by
a system of indirect interviewing. This method consists of
making the acquaintance of an individual—the excuses for
doing so are immaterial—and developing the acquaintance
until his or her confidence is gained and information required
can be obtained in ordinary conversation, without the person
concerned ever knowing that there has been an interview or
that any specific information was being sought. Such a method
is laborious but effective.

The bulk of the interviewing was undertaken by G. R.
Lavers, but to supplement his work, and as a check on any per-
sonal bias that might be inherent in it, a substantial number of
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case histories were obtained for us by Professor F. Zweig, Miss
Susan Garth (a free-lance journalist), Miss M. E. Walker (in
Leeds) and Miss R. Raymond (in London). In addition the
case histories of 12 girls who had been in a Borstal Institution
were supplied to us with the permission of the Prison Com-
missivners, of course without their names being made
known to us. Altogether we have been able to examine the
case histories of 975 persons who have revealed their philos-
ophies of life without realizing that they were doing so. Two
groups of these case histories, carefully selected as being typical
of the whole, are reproduced in the next chapter, 20 of them
being those of persons under the age of 20 years, and 200 of all
age groups above 20.

We do not of course claim that the number of persons inter-
viewed is sufficiently large to justify us in making any statistical
analysis of the information supplied. It will, however, be seen
that the 220 case histories reproduced cover most sections of the
community, including those often described as the upper,
middle and working-classes. Although some of them were
gathered in and around London, others were obtained in
Plymouth, Eastbourne, Bristol, Cardiff, Sheffield, Birmingham,
Leeds, Manchester, Carlisle and Newcastle, as well as some in
certain small towns and rural areas that must, for obvious
reasons, remain anonymous. In our view, if a substantial num-
ber of these case histories are read together, they give a reason-
ably accurate general impression of the philosophy of life of a
majority of the people dwelling in England and Wales.

In addition to the information gathered in the way outlined
above, we have made various small-scale enquiries among
special groups of persons to obtain in each case an answer to
some particular question. For example, when dealing with
football pools in the course of our chapter on gambling, we
ascertained from 498 participants in the pools how long they
took to fill in their coupons. The results of these special
enquiries will be found in the appropriate chapters.

As an important part of our task, we considered it necers~ -
to choose a specimen town and to find out in
facilities are actually provided there for the use of .
what use is made of them. High Wycombe, with a
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of rather more than 40,000, was selected as suitable for our
survey, a detailed report of which is given in Chapter XIV.

Finally, with the double object of obtaining information with
which the state of affairs in England could be compared, and of
ascertaining whether there were particular provisions for the
use of leisure which could with advantage be copicd in
England, we decided to make a general survey of the use of
leisure in Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Finland. The sur-
vey was made by B. S. Rowntree, who, for the purpose, visited
the four countries concerned. He was accompanied by
Christian Gierloff, a distinguished Norwegian economist and
writer, well known in all four countries, who had arranged in
advance for him to meet groups of people having intimate
knowledge of the different subjects being investigated. With-
out this help the survey would not have been practicable in
the time available. B. S. Rowntree’s report on this investiga-
tion is given in Chapter XV,

At every stage of our investigations, rather than rely upon
our own knowledge and understanding, we have sought the
guidance of persons whose experience enabled them to speak
with authority. In this way we have, sometimes formally and
sometimes informally, had the advice and help of some 200
persons in widely differing walks of life, some of them eminent,
some of them comparatively unknown, but all of them com-
petent to give wise advice on some or other of the many aspects
of human life which we have studied.

We have, of course, approached every facet of our subject
with carefully objective minds, and our widely different per-
sonal backgrounds have helped to suppress our individual
enthusiasms and prejudices, for we have been a check each
upon the other.

One particular warning must be given at this point. In
dealing with the problems of leisure and of behaviour, it is
almost inevitable that we should concentrate on those matters
which are of active contemporary interest and concern, and
"' '~ ~fen means upon matters about which large sections of the

either anxious or enthusiastic. Nations, like
, often tend to dwell on causes of irritation and not
essings, for the latter are usually taken for granted.
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In England we have a great many of these unsensational
blessings, won by sacrifice and effort in the past and main-
tained by good sense, and as a consequence of our reasonably
civilized outlook. It is worth considering some of them briefly.

Few countries have such a high respect for the law, so that
broadly speaking, no citizen need fear oppression, and the
police go unarmed. Special enquiries have convinced us that
there is virtually no corruption in English public and business
life. Our law courts, those presided over by unpaid magis-
trates no less than the High Court itself, maintain an unsullied
reputation for incorruptibility. We have freedom of speech,
freedom of worship, and—as it is not the case to-day in a great
many countries—freedom of association for legitimate ends.

The British rationing system has been a success and from its
introduction in 1939 scarce commodities have been fairly
shared without regard to wealth or birth. We were able to
consult the Chief Commissioner of Metropolitan Police, for
whose help we are indebted in various directions, on the sub-
ject of the Black Market, and both he and one of his senior
colleagues informed us that it is of no real significance.

In connection with these ““unsensational blessings’’ we must
also remember the great tradition of voluntary work in Britain.
Immediately one thinks of the magistrates, the St. John
Ambulance, the Territorial Army and the voluntary workers
engaged in Youth Clubs, Red Cross, the Women’s Voluntary
Service and countless other bodies. We met one warrant
officer of the Metropolitan Police who gives five evenings a
week to youth work in a poor area, and, admirable as his
unselfishness is, he is only one of a vast army of voluntary
workers springing from all sections of the community, and
devoted to every variety of cause.

These matters, and many others like them, all portray and
affect the spiritual state of the nation, and we have emphasized
them here because, ordinarily, they have no ‘“news value.”
Yet they are the highly satisfactory background which must be
borne in mind when reading of our detailed investigations into
other and sometimes less satisfactory matters.

One further point must be dealt with here. Besides the
satisfactory but unsensational attributes that make up the
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background of English life, we have also omitted to deal with
certain highly unsatisfactory tendencies, some of which are’
attracting public attention at the present time, because on
examination their importance proves to be largely illusory, for
they affect such a very small proportion of people. For
example, the rise of the prison population to a point where in
some prisons three men have to be incarcerated in a cell
designed for one, would seem to be startling evidence of the
growth of crime, but the matter is seen in better perspective
when it is stated that the 20,000 persons in gaol represent less
than -05 per cent of the population. To deal in this book with
matters that (however unsatisfactory in themselves) affect only
such small numbers of people, would have meant enlarging to .
an unmanageable size a book that is already a long one. There-
fore we have concerned ourselves only with those matters that
are, in our judgment, of first-class importance by virtue of the
number of persons whom they affect, and are corsequently
national issues influencing the cultural and spiritual state of the
people.



CHAPTER I

SECTION I—THE CASE HISTORIES OF 200
PERSONS OVER THE AGE OF TWENTY

I

Mr. L. is a clerk in a stockbroker’s office. He lives on the outskirts
of a large town and travels up every day, using the last of the work-
men’s trains because it is cheaper than a season ticket. He is married
with two children, both at his local grammar school. He saves every
penny he can because he wants to give his children a good start in life.
He says, ‘I can’t do as much for them as I’d like to, but at any rate I
can see that they’re put in a better position than I’ve ever had. If they
make good, that’s all the reward I want. I don’t expect their thanks.
It’s only my duty.” Mr. L. is a Methodist and attends chapel
regularly. He also takes a full part in weekday activities organized by
the chapel. His hobby is philately and his collection represents the
major part of his savings. He says he is not afraid of inflation nor of
a capital levy.

Mr. L. neither drinks nor smokes—the first on principle, the second
for economy. He says he has a first-rate wife who never wastes a half-
penny and he is proud of the fact that he has never, before or after
marriage, even kissed another woman. He has never been interested
in games but likes gardening although he is not strong enough to do
much heavy work such as digging. He has never taken part in any
gambling transaction, all of which—even charity sweepstakes—he
regards as sinful. He occasionally takes his wife to a theatre but
regards cinemas as a waste of money.

2

Mr. R. is a retired colliery manager, aged about 70 and a bachelor.
He is violently anti-socialist and ascribes all the current economic
difficulties .0 the decrease in private enterprise. He considers that coal
miners have been fairly or even generously treated in the last two
generations and complains bitterly of their failure of duty in declining
to send their sons into the pits.

B I
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Mr. R. likes to attend church services in the major cathedrals, but
adds, “Now don’t make the mistake of thinking I'm religious. I’ve
none of that about me. I like the oratory and the music.”” He ascribes
the failing power of the churches to the fact that ‘“the majority of the
clergy nowadays aren’t gentlemen; they aren’t even educated; it’s all
these theological colleges instead of them having to go to Oxford or
Cambridge.”

Although officially in retirement, Mr. R. does a good deal of
‘“‘public work,” of which he did not specify the nature but which
concerns coal or shipping, or both. He has no time for purely per-
sonal amusement such as the theatre or cinema, but still enjoys an
occasional round of golf.

He smokes and drinks in strict moderation and only bets on the
major horse races. In his youth and middle age he was sexually
promiscuous but he “lost interest in that sort of thing years ago.
Leave it to the young fellows now.”

3

Miss T. has a clerical job in a factory. Aged about 25. Trying to
persuade a young artisan to marry her. It would in fact be a good
match. But he wants to go to bed with her before an engagement and
she fears, very reasonably, that if he does he will never come to the
point. No moral issue is involved as they arc both promiscuous,
although coy in regard to each other.

Miss T. is not a churchgoer although she has no objection in prin-
ciple. She merely says, “It’s kids’ stuff, but if people are so dumb as
to swallow it, it’s O.K. by me.”

She helps keep her parents and gives a few shillings each week to a
widowed sister. Fond of children.

Likes the cinema but cannot afford to go more than once a week.
Likes smoking and a few drinks but cannot afford either unless her
fiancé pays.

Spends 1s. od. per week on a football coupon.

4

Mr. P. is an ex-naval petty officer. Aged about 32 or 33, a bachelor.
His two interests are games and women—cricket in summer, football
in winter, and copulation all the year round.

He is a friendly man but has a nasty temper when roused

He gambles on football and horses, and quite enjoys an occasional
evening at the greyhound races. Does not care much for the cinema
but goes once or twice a month. He goes more often to music halls,
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Reads the Daily Mirror and News of the World, and often reads an
evening paper, but does not read books.

Surprisingly well informed about current events because he listens
regularly to the news bulletin on the radio.

Gambles regularly but for small sums. Drinks in moderation and
smokes a pipe.

A very self-centred man who never does anything for anybody’s
benefit but his own.

Not a churchgoer.

5

Mrs. Z. is the wife of a long-distance lorry driver. Aged about 4o,
with four sons, 19-10. Is a thin and rather acid woman with a tongue
capable of lashing her husband, and a hclpless wounded look (pure
histrionics) capable of making him so uncomfortable that he would
never look at another woman. She is very interested in money; she
extracts from her husband all she can get, but also has a profitable
sccond-Fand clothes business as a side line. She is also “able to get a
bit of cloth without coupons—real export quality.” In fact she is a
low-grade black marketeer.

She is above suspicion sexually, being of an ill-favoured and acid
appearance.

She never gambles, on the grounds that she would not do so unless
she knew enough to be a bookmaker.

A regular chapel-goer.

Her amusements are the cinema and gossiping with neighbours.
She smokes and drinks in strict moderation.

6

Miss U. aged 21 is the younger of two daughters of an upper
middle-class couple living just outside a large town. They have a
medium-sized house, in about half-an-acre of garden, with a tennis
court. Miss U. does not work and her whole life is devoted to the
gaietics of her class—tennis parties, picnics, moonlight picnics,
treasure hunts, races, theatres, cinemas, flirtations, dances and so on.

She is an innocent but quite empty-headed person. Reads one or
two novels a year, the Daily Mail, Women’s Journal, Tatler, and the
headlines and film reviews of the Sunday Times.

She likes gossip about the young people of her class and says she is
in love with a marvellous young man (who also lives on his parents’
income without working), who has a fast car which he drives at night
with one hand, while the other arm is around her!
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" She is “not interested” in any form of social or voluntary work
although her mother does a good deal of it. She says “I don’t see
why I should bother about the working class, they’re hopeless.”

She goes regularly to church.

7

Mr. X. aged 28, is a salesman who hawks a patent electrical device
from house to house in well-to-do neighbourhoods. He has a small
salary and comission, and to do well he has to average one sale a day.
As he visits sixteen or eighteen houses a day, and seldom averages
more than four sales a week, it is understandable that he is depressed.

His salesman’s manner is effusive and respectful but in private he is
embittered and unhappy. He went straight from a minor public
school in 1939 into the Army, stayed on in the Control Commission,
and was finally returned to civilian life in 1948 with no qualifications
of any kind.

He says he is fed up with religion, and says any religious person who
had been through 1944 to 1948 in Germany would either hzve gone
mad or cursed God.

He does a football coupon every week but has no real hope of
winning although he says he clings on to the hope. Does not bet on
horses or dogs.

He has been sexually promiscuous since 1940. Sees no prospect of
being able to afford to marry even if he found the right girl.

Says it’s all very well for the moralists to talk about what chaps like
him ought to do and believe, but what chance has he had? “From
school right into a bloody war that wasn’t my making. Frightened to
death half the time, so bored the other half that there was nothing to
do but go to bed with a pretty girl. Then back to civvy street, peddling
these blank machines and walking ten miles a day for fat old women
to shut their doors in my face.”

8

Miss M. aged about 21, comes from a poor home where a large
family lives in overcrowded conditions with the father in and out of
gaol. Most of Miss M’s. earnings as a shop girl go towards keeping
the home, such as it is, together. She is not resentful of this, only sorry
that she cannot have the things she wants—mostly clothes.

Not unnaturally she is a little grubby—bites her nails “nstead of
cutting them—has rather greasy hair and in general could do with a
bath. But she is cheerful and friendly.

Is promiscuous and has been from the age of 15.
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Knows nothing of religion. She might just as well be an African
savage as far as knowledge of Christianity is concerned. Jesus is
exactly as real to her as Guy Fawkes—she heard confusedly about both
at school. She has never been inside a church, and parsons in dog-
collars are just men wearing the uniform of a trade she happens not to
knov; anything about.

A keen cinema-goer. Likes a few glasses of beer, and would be a
chain smoker if she could afford it.

Doesn’t gamble herself because she is fed up with “Dad” losing his
money. Thinks one mug in the family is enough.

9

Mrs. W. is distrustful of her fellow humans for most of them look
down on her and show it. She might be any age between 40 and 55,
but says she is 39. She is enormously fat, to an extent that defies
description, and though she lives in a large, well-fitted council house
in a large town, she is a complete slattern. She goes about with her
clothes unfastened, bare feet thrust into muddy carpet slippers, long
black hair uncombed, dirty hands and dirty face. Two men live with
her, to one of whom she is married, and her children are divided
between them. She is now pregnant again and it is astonishing that
either of the men—both decent working-class types—could copulate
with sueh a monstrous creature.

Mrs. W. herself had her first child at the age of 17—out of wedlock.
The child, a girl, in turn had her first child at the age of 17—out of
wedlock. Mrs. W. says rather helplessly that she supposes any day
now the second daughter, will probably come home and say she is
“in trouble.”

Because the neighbours openly scowl at Mrs. W. (““She lets down
the neighbourhood”’) she seldom goes out except for shopping. She is
friendly once she gets over her suspicion, and the home is clean
although untidy. Mrs. W. is a good cook and a devoted though not
very prudent mother. She drinks spirits heavily when she can afford
them (in this ménage @ trois there is plenty of money), and smokes
heavily.

She never goes to church because, she says, when she was a kid and
first “in trouble” and needed a bit of help, the church people were the
first to turn their noses up at her. Now she doesn’t want anything to do
with then.. )

10

Mr. U. is an elderly Methodist minister. He is married, with a
grown-up family who have left home. His congregations are a good
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deal smaller than he would like, and substantially smaller than they
were a few years ago, but he is satisfied with their quality. He has
many extra-mural activities connected with his church and he and his
wife take a leading part in most of them. He has very few interests
outside his work, which is in a working-class district. It is not unusual
for him to devote twelve hours a day to his work, day after day, and he
often feels a little hurt at the unwillingness of lay members of his
church to devote an adequate amount of time to hclping in the various
activities.

He neither smokes nor drinks and is strongly opposed to gambling
in all its forms. His marriage has been an unusually happy one, but
of his four married children three have broken away from the church
and he is perhaps a little disappointed in them. The fourth is a Free
Church minister.

II

Mrs. D. is aged 71. Her husband is a labourer for a market gar-
dener. There were five children, all of whom reached adult state, but
one was killed at sea in the war. Mrs. D. is enormously fat, with a
cheerful manner and a perpetual urge to help other people. She
herself says, “In this life you ought to help a lame dog when you see
one.” On the other hand she herself is very independent and “doesn’t
want to be in anyone’s debt.” She is extremely talkative, and says that
men don’t understand that women need a good gossip. They are
“shut up all day in four walls and of course they enjoy a few words
with a neighbour same as men do in a pub.”

Mrs. D. is a strict Baptist and doesn’t remember the last time she
missed going to chapel on Sunday evening. She scems to pay great
attention to the sermons because she frequently quotes views from
them with some such preface as “Why, only last Easter there was a
gentleman preaching in chapel who said . . .”

Mrs. D. herself has never tasted alcohol, never smoked, never
gambled (including raffles), and has clearly devoted herself entirely
to the service of her husband, the children and the neighbours.

She has never had a holiday, except for occasional visits to married
children as “The money was too small when the children were grow-
ing up, and now the money’s a bit easier Mr. D. doesn’t feel happy
away from home.” She regards herself as a very lucky woman, “I’ve
had a good steady man, and good children. We’ve always had good
food and good times together.”

Mrs. D. has never voted, nor has her husband. Speaking of national
affairs in general she says, “I don’t understand them things, and I
don’t see how working folk ever can.”
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Mrs. D. reads her local paper and a woman’s monthly magazine,
which her daughter sends her. She listens to a few radio programmes
but not to concerts nor variety shows and seldom to the news. Her
favourite programmes are ‘“Twenty Questions” and ‘“Saturday
Night Theatre.”

12

Mr. P. is a labourer employed at the time of this enquiry on helping
to make a hard tennis court at a private house. He and his three mates
don’t see why they should do this; they are all Socialists and don’t
think anyone should be rich enough to have his own tennis court. So
they “go slow.” On warm days they just sit down except when the
foreman visits them. On these days they may do a couple or three
hours’ work—not more. On cold days they work enough to keep
warm. Mr. P. is aged 23 and he likes Army life—‘‘Plenty of grub
and nothing to do.” He says he is a Socialist but his only political
theory is that ““they’” have too much money and do down the working
man. He says there will be revolution before long and ““then King
George will have to earn his living same as I do.”” Mr. P. says that he
is an atheist. He ““isn’t interested” in religion and says the *parsons
are too classy to understand the working man.” Mr. P. does a football
pool every weck and bets regularly on horses. He is a great believer in
newspaper tips. He has never bet on dogs as his mates say it’s no good
unless you’re “in the know.” He is single and says he can have all
the women he wants without having to keep them for the rest of his
life. He likes a few pints of beer every evening—three or four—and a
game of darts. About twice a week he goes to the cinema and every
Saturday afternoon he watches a professional football match. He
smokes about 3o cigarettes a day. Despite being a bachelor he says
he can hardly make ends meet. When pressed to say where his money
went he said that his weekly expenditure on beer and tobacco was
about £3, football pool 3s. od., cinema 3s. 6d., football match 1s. gd.,
bets on horses 5s. od., lodgings (with married sister) 25s. od. The rest
went in P.A.Y.E., insurance, union subscriptions and small sundries.

13
Miss Y. is a waitress. She is a bouncing, cheerful girl, not very skil-
ful as a waitress but with boundless enthusiasm and a cheerful smile.
Aged about 20-21. Her home is in the North of England, but she was
in the South in the A.T.S., and settled there on demobilization. Has
nothing to do with her parents who are separated. She was brought
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up by her mother who is a drunkard. Last heard of her father in gaol
for bigamy.

She is not interested in religion. Says when she was in the A.T.S.
‘““a bloke” tried to make her go to church. She went once or twice to
try it, and thought it silly.

She is promiscuous, but with discrimination. Counts on getting
married some time, but is ‘“going to be bloody careful in choosing.”

Drinks occasionally, doesn’t smoke. Doesn’t gamble—*I work too
hard for my money to throw it away.”

Doesn’t read much but has a great fund of common sense. Knows
something of what is happening in the world because she listens twice
a day to the B.B.C. news.

14

Mr. T. is proud of the fact that he is a self~made man. He is the son
of a labourer with a large family, and left school at the age of 13. He
started on unskilled work above ground at a coal mine and in the
course of time became a fully qualified engincer with a degree from
one of the northern universities as well as certain professional yualifica-
tions. He did this by study and by making a rule to profit by every
experience, happy or otherwise, that came his way. He is now in the
carly forties, happily married to a woman to whom he says that he
owes a great deal in the way of social education.

Mr. T. is a happy man for he is as fond of his work as he is of his
home. His work involves occasional journeys and he does not mind
this as he thinks all married couples need an occasional change from
cach other. He is strictly faithful to his wife, but enjoys seeing smart
and well-dressed women, and says this must be an echo of man’s age-
old instinct as a hunter.

He smokes in moderation but does not drink at all as he dislikes the
taste and effect of alcohol.

Mr. T. has a warm personality, and has many friends, who occupy
a good deal of his spare time. He seldom goes to a cinema or theatre
because he has no time.

He reads a good deal, a large part of his reading being technical
literature. He has no interest in any form of gambling.

He has a conventional regard for the Church, and attends its ser-
vices ““fairly often.” He has doubts about whcther the supernatural
parts of Christian teaching should be taken literally but “cannot
imagine” himself just vanishing when he dies. He thinks there must
be some other existence. He attaches great importance to the part of
Christian teaching that says one should love one’s neighbour, and he
claims that he has tried to practise it all his life,
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Mirs. X, is the wife of a surface worker at a coal mine. She is 50-55,
with five grown-up children. She is faded, weary and bitter. She says
that people who blame the miners for not getting coal ought to have
tried her life—bring up five children through a depression with her
husband not having two years’ work in ten years.

She is particularly bitter about the Church and used very coarse but
descriptive language about what she would like to do to the parsons.

Mrs. X. blames her husband in part for his long unemployment
because, she says, he gave way too easily.

She has a small well-kept cottage in a Welsh valley. No garden,
and of course no bathroom. She suffers terribly from varicose veins
and her legs are a dreadful sight. There are no amenities in her village
except a bus to the local town. She has no time for amusements. She
only lives for her children.

She is a good cook and to a sympathetic listener is hospitable and
kind.

16

Mirs. D. is a young housewife of 26. Her husband is an architect.
They are very much in love and are anxious to get a house of their
own (they are now in a furnished flat) because they want to start a
family. They hope to have three children.

Mirs. D. is a very gentle person who would do anything for anyone.
She has not been a regular churchgoer but was married in church and
has started going occasionally. As far as can be told, her life has no
vice or unpleasantness of any kind, and a church could hardly make
her better!

She is a teetotaler and non-smoker. Is of course innocent scxually,
and does not gamble. She likes the radio, cinema and theatre, but her
main recreation is looking after her husband.

17

Mr. X. is a clerk in a Government office. Aged 39, widower, no
children. Keeps aged mother and unmarried sister. He professes to
be an Anglo-Catholic. Earns £8 per week. Smokes fairly heavily
(g0 cigarettes per day, but is trying to reduce), and drinks beer, and
occasionall; whisky. Does not bet.

Interested in politics but takes no active part.

Occasionally picks up a prostitute and wishes he could afford a
regular mistress.
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Reads several newspapers, both left- and right-wing, and is fairly
well informed about current events.

Reads biographies and travel books.

Not interested in the cincma, but enjoys a good play.

Is worried about the state of the nation and would accept a measure
of dictatorship if only a national leader would appear.

Oddly enough he takes days off from his work fairly frequently by
taking advantage of a rule that he can be “sick’ one day without a
doctor’s certificate and without forfeiting pay.

Was formerly a keen footballer but is now too old. Does not enjoy
watching games.

Gardens to grow vegetables. Not much interested beyond utilitarian
aspect.

18

Mrs. E., aged middle forties, divorced. Earns living in an office.
Has two-roomed flat. She is a cinema fan and goes three or four
times a week. Prefers British pictures and is critical of “sloppy love
films.” Reads novels, and favourite author is Sapper. Takes Daily
Express and Daily Mirror, and on Sunday News of the World and
Sunday Graphic. Likes radio, and favourite programmes are “Much
Binding in the Marsh” and ‘“Monday Night at Eight.” Does
not listen to news bulletins, nor to talks. Very keen on dancing.
Drinks beer and gin, and from her conversation it appears that she is
fairly often tipsy. A chain smoker.

Does not gamble as she thinks it is ““a mug’s game.”

She admits openly the startling fact of having had four abortions.
They were performed by a midwife and cost £15 each. She never lets
‘““the gentlemen” pay for the abortion as she reckons that “if a girl
is careless, it’s her own look-out.”” Her elder daughter is now
pregnant (but unmarried) and her younger daughter has
recently married a man of 36 by whom she was pregnant before
marriage. The elder daughter will probably have an abortion and
Mrs. E. is worried about it “because it’s dangerous if you haven’t
already had a child.”

Mrs. E. likes the country and hopes to spend her holiday in the Lake
District.

She was brought up as an R.C. but has not practised since her
marriage and now attends no place of worship. She is intensely
superstitious and says black men and lame men bring her luck.

She is a foul-mouthed person, quite uneducated, vulgar and
apparently generous.
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Mr. M. is a docker, aged 24, and single. He earns very considerable
wages, sometimes as much as £12 a week, and owns a motor car (a
pre-war Ford). When petrol is available his principal pastime is to
drive into the country. He also uses his car for driving himself to work.

He is a keen cinema-goer and is fond of dancing and also likes to
watch dirt-track races, but both of these occupations take second place
to his car when he is able to run it. He smokes and drinks in modera-
tion but is not interested at all in gambling because he regards all the
main forms of gambling as swindles.

Mr. M. lives with his parents and grandparcnts and the three
generations get on well together, although there is not much sym-
pathy between them.

Mr. M. has no religious convictions at all, and he says that religion
is for children and for the very old. Nor has he any belicf in any
political systems, and he takes a gloomy view of civilization, which he
thinks is li%ely to come to an end shortly through its own inherent
foolishness.

He has no wish to marry as he would have to give up his car and
other pleasures if he kept a wife.

He says that his motto is ““Have a good time while you can.”

20

Mr. N. is a doctor. He has a busy general practice and is most
conscientious although he is regarded by his patients—most of them
working-class—as being rude and abrupt in his manner.

He is married with two children and is devoted to his home.

He was promiscuous before marriage, but not since.

Too busy for gambling, or for any recreation except sitting and
resting. Is even too busy to read as many medical publications as he
should, and says, “God help any really sick man I or any other G.P.
have to treat.”

Says he doesn’t know whether he is an agnostic or an atheist. At
any rate he knows that he doesn’t believe Jesus was divine, and doesn’t
believe the Bible is any more true than Old Moore’s Almanack.

21

Miss K. is employed in a factory. She is a heavily built, good-
looking girl of about 28, with dark hair which is already showing a few
signs of grey. Twice during the war she was engaged, but both her
fiancés were killed, the first in the Battle of Britain and the second at
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sea in the last year of the war. She has not become bitter, but is
largely indifferent.

She lodges with a friend who is married, and quite enjoys the home
life which she gets there. On the other hand she likes going out and
has no lack of young men to take her. Mostly when she goes out with
men she shares the expenses as she says she is earning good mcney and
can afford it better than they can.

She enjoys drinking, but does not drink heavily. She smokes in
moderation.

She is a keen gambler, betting most days on horses through a book-
maker’s runner in her shop at the factory. She likes going to the grey-
hounds and she does a football coupon. She says she is fully aware of
the chances against her winning, but it gives her an interest in life
which is otherwise lacking, and she can well afford the money she
loses. She thinks that the excitement she gets “is cheap at the price.”

If a man pleases her she has no objection to going to bed with him
and if he pleases her very much she does her very best to persuade him
to do so, but she feels that she is giving very much less of nerself than
she would have given to either of her dead fiancés, both of whom she
remembers with great tenderness.

She is open-minded on religion, believing on balance that there
must be some truth in it because so many clever people believe it. As
far as her knowledge goes, she just cannot say, and it is no good asking
the parsons because it is their job. She finds it very hard to believe that
when she dies she vanishes completely, but she “just doesn’t know.”

Both her parents are still living, at a considerable distance from the
place where she works, but she sees them about once a year. She also
sees the mother of her second dead fiancé and is very fond of her.

Miss K. never goes to the theatre, but is a keen cinema-goer and has
recently taken to going to association football matches on Saturday
afternoons before going on to the greyhounds in the evenings.

22

Mr. C. comes from a good family; he went to one of the “best”
schools and thence to a university. He decided to make acting his
career but never had much success. He took to drink and now suffers
from delirium tremens. The attacks seems to be fairly frequent and
he had an attack on each of the three occasions that the investigator
saw him. He is nearly destitute (he had 14s. 6d. at the first meeting)
and homeless. He carries all his possessions around with him in two
brown paper carriers and spends the night in onc of the cheap restau-
rants that remain open all night.
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, He is intelhgent and an amusing conversationalist between the
attacks of his malady. His only selfconsciousness was when he
apologized for the fact that *“ My clothes stink; I haven’t had them off
for a fortnight.” He is otherwise clean in his person and his beard is
tidy.

He formerly gambled heavily and often won. He states, probably
correctly, that he is a sexual pervert and has never had any normal
sexual life. His source of income is a small allowance from his father,
paid monthly. He did not seek to borrow money and would clearly not
do so. He is suffering as much from loneliness as from alcohol, and in
the ordinary way never speaks to anyone except waitresses and bar-
maids.

Brought up as an R.C. but has not been an active churchgoer
since he was at the university, as “ Rome was charming but just didn’t
make sense.” Still retains the illusion that one day he might have an
inspiration to write a play in which he will take the lead himself.

23

Miss S. is an attractive girl in the early thirties. She is a strict
Roman Catholic and is unhappy because she is in love with a married
man who is separated from his wife. The man in question married
very young and quite unsuitably, and his wife is quite willing to give
him a divorce, but because of her religious beliefs Miss S. would not
marry him even if he were the innocent party in a divorce. A bachelor
of her own age, who knows about her affection for the married man,
is anxious to marry her and she thinks she will accept him. Because of
her religious beliefs she has always refused to become the mistress of
the married man.

Miss S. comes from a well-to-do family and had an expensive
education. Her main interests are domestic and she devotes much
time to making her flat comfortable and attractive.

She has a secretarial job, but from the style of her living obviously
has an income beyond what she earns.

She is moderately interested in theatres and cinemas and goes per-
haps once a month to each. She is not particularly interested in
concerts, but goes occasionally if any of her friends, male or female,
want her to go with them. She would never go alone.

She reads novels extensively but not much else. Is not much inter-
ested in current affairs, but devotes part of her time to social work for
her church, as she considers it her duty to do so. She tried for a time
helping in a youth club, but found it was not a success as she was not
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really interested in the people and they realized that, and resented
what they thought was her patronage of them.
Miss S. smokes and drinks in moderation.

24 .

Mrs. P. is the wife of a labourer. She has recently had hei second
child, and though she is glad to have it she is worried because she and
her husband only have two rooms, and small rooms at that. She left
her husband last year, saying that she would not live with him until he
got a proper house, but she came back after two months because she
is fond of him.

She has few interests apart from her family. On Saturdays her
husband plays cricket or football, according to the season, and Mrs. P.
watches him, leaving the children with her mother-in-law.

Mrs. P. likes a drink, to smoke, and to go to the cinema, but cannot
afford any of them as her husband’s earnings are quite small.

She is not interested in religion. She says if saying her prayers
would get her a house she would say them, but “everyone knows it’s
all nonsense.”

25

Mr. Q. is the cook in a small hotel. He is aged 30, married, but
separated from his wife. There is one girl child, of whom Mr. Q. is
very fond, but who lives with the wife so that it is difficult for him to
see her. The separation was the result of Mr. Q. returning from the
war to find that his wife had been living with another man, and he says
that although he is still fond of her he will never take her back. He
does not want a divorce, and he says he is finished with women and
would not marry again in any circumstances.

He is not interested in religion because he says that it stands to
reason that the parsons are always on the side of the bosses because
if they were not they would not get any money for their churches.

He likes male company and though rather shy at first he rapidly
reveals a friendly and trusting nature. He finds great difficulty in
expressing his thoughts in words and says that he feels that if he had
been a more educated man he might not have lost his wife. While he
was away in the war he seldom wrote to her because he finds it
difficult to write. He reads very little—nothing except the sporting
page of a daily newspaper and a weekly paper devoted to greyhound
racing.

He is keen on greyhounds and horse-racing, but does not do a foot-~
ball coupon. Most of his money goes on gambling and smoking. He
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is allowed two or three pints of beer a day at his hotel and he spends
a good deal of his free time in public houses.

He is the son of a miner and has very bitter memories of the poverty
and ignorance in which he grew up because his father was unem-
ployed for a long period.

26

Miss T. is aged 24 and is a shop girl. She lives alone in lodgings,
but frequently spends her week-ends with her parents who ““have been
married thirty years and are still in love.”

Miss T. is popular with men as she is very attractive (without being
particularly good-looking) and she leads an active sexual life. She is
quite open on the subject and says “I don’t see any harm in it. I
always have one steady lover and it doesn’t hurt him if I have an
occasional fellow besides.”

Miss T. bets on horses if she gets a good tip, but “cannot be
bothered” with pools or greyhounds. She smokes heavily and drinks
a good deal for a girl—mostly gin and lime. She was in the Land
Army during the war and liked the life, except that it was too lonely.
She is not happy as a shop girl and her superior is always rebuking her
for laziness. .

She is not interested in religion, and her sole knowledge of the
Christian doctrine is that “at school we used to read aloud from the
Bible—one verse each in turn round the class. I once went to church
with my friend, but it was all bobbing up and down, and I couldn’t
find the place in the book.”

She says her hobbies are dancing and “going round the shops.”

(13

27

Mrs. J. is a widow of about 50. Her husband was killed in a road
accident in which he was to blame so that she got no compensation,
though out of sympathy the owners of the bus that knocked him down
gave her £500. She works as a cleaner in a hospital. Her hours are
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. six days a week and one day (not always Sunday) off.
She keeps her aged mother who is senile and “rather a worry,” and
often keeps a son of 25 who is a ne’er-do-well and is in and out of
employment. She enjoys her work at the hospital. ‘“The nurses are
ever so kind and the patients are so grateful for any little thing you
can do for them.”” She gets home about 5 p.m., cleans the house, which
the senile old lady has always disarranged and dirtied, and cooks. She
does her washing on her day off.

Mrs. J. still sometimes finds time to go to chapel on Sundays. She
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says “It makes a nice change to see the folks and to sit quiet.” She
also finds time to help three German girls who have been brought to
the hospital to do domestic work, to find their feet—for example, she
sometimes takes them to her home on their nights off.

Mrs. J. is far from perfect—whenever she has a chance she is a
heavy spirit drinker and admits that she enjoys getting tipsy—‘‘Not
drunk, you know, just happy.” She smokes heavily and bets on
horses almost every day, coming out ‘““about even.”

28

Mr. B. is in the catering trade. His job is to buy supplies for a large
provincial café and to supervise the application of the various ration-
‘ng restrictions. He receives a good wage as well as board and

ging. He is single and aged 25.

Te is a Methodist and goes to chapel regularly. He devotes a good
. of his leisure time to a boys’ club, of which he is the unpaid
uder, and he finds his work there very interesting.

Mr. B. neither smokes nor drinks nor gambles, and he is an active
member of an organization which puts people in various countries in
touch with each other so that they can correspond. In this way he has
correspondents of both sexes in six countries and he writes to each of
them at least once a month. He says that this is an interesting and
stimulating way of widening his experience and knowledge of what is
going on in the world, as well as giving him practice in expressing
himself.

Whenever he has an opportunity he goes to concerts, plays and good
films and never loses an opportunity of going to exhibitions of interest
such as the Ideal Homes Exhibition, as well as to museums and
picture galleries.

One of his foreign correspondents is teaching him the elements of
Dutch and he hopes to visit Holland to see her.

29

Miss R. is a shorthand typist, aged 22. She lives in a Y.W.C.A.
hostel and manages to be fairly comfortable and still able to send £1
a week home to her parents who are badly off.

She is a serious-minded girl, whose religion is obviously a real force
in her life. In consequence she is a little cut off from most young
people for she does not smoke, gamble, dance, drink, gossip, or go to
the cinema. The parents were apparently members of a very strict
sect and Miss R. has rather grown up smelling Satan everywhere.
She really believes she has to be unhappy to be good!
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This was a difficult interview because Miss R. obviously had a lurk-
ing suspicion that the investigator really wanted to seduce her!

30

Mr. O. is a retired business man now acting as a collecting agent
for an insurance company. He is about 45, very hard-working and
friendly. He has been separated for years from his wife and is
promiscuous.

He says Christianity is a good idea but ‘““of course it doesn’t work in
practice.” He doesn’t mind going to church occasionally, for example,
to please a girl friend, but he would never bother on his own account.

Mr. O. devotes part of his leisure to a youth club and he also spends
every other Sunday afternoon visiting an old sailors’ home to read to
the bedridden inmates and cheer them up generally.

He reads virtually nothing except a Sunday newspaper and an
occasional book about travel. He likes the radio but doesn’t bother
about cinemas or theatres.

He enjoys a gamble but football pools don’t interest him. He likes
to know quickly whether he has won or lost.

31

Mr. C. is a small, round-faced man with fair hair, pink cheeks
and an expression that is an odd mixture of innocence and vice.

He is sexually unusual for he is strongly and actively homosexual,
but in addition indulges whenever possible in normal sexual activities.
He is engaged to a girl who appeared, from the photograph he
showed the investigator, to be very charming. She is trying to reform
him and will not marry him until he has given up his homosexual
practices, about which he has told her. He says of her, I wouldn’t
marry her at all if she’d let me go to bed with her.”

Mr. C. gambles in moderation on horses and football pools. He has
no interest in greyhounds on the ground that they are crooked. He
smokes about three ounces of tobacco a week and drinks very little
because he knows that alcohol affects him to an abnormal degree.

He considers that on the whole he would like another war because
he believes everyone would be afraid to use atomic weapons, and he
would be better off in the Forces than he is now.

Mr. C. -»as an orphan (probably illegitimate, although he himself
is hazy on this point, not being sure whether he “never had a father”
or whether his father died when he himself was an infant). He was
brought up by a grandmother who alternately prophesied that he

c
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would come to a bad end, and grossly spoilt him (thus ensuring that

her prophecy would come true). He was the object at school of the

homosexual attentions of elder boys and formed his own habits then.
Mr. C. is a regular churchgoer.

32

Miss V. is a spinster of 72. She was the daughter of a small trades-
man who made a fair sum of money out of a sweet-and-tobacconist
business. She decided early in life that her duty was to devote herself
to the care of her parents, but anyhow never had any offer of marriage.
Now she is alone in the world, except for a number of friends whom
she visits assiduously for an hour or two in rotation, making the round
about once a week.

She lives on her remaining capital and believes that at her econom-
ical rate of expenditure it is enough to last the few remaining years of
her life—few because she suffers from an inoperable cancer.

Her daily routine is to rise about 8.30 a.m., breakfast off a pot of tea
and some bread and margarine, tidy her bed-sitting room, gossip with
her landlady for an hour, out for shopping, dinner at home, a visit to
friends, followed by another simple meal and bed by g p.m., at the
latest.

Miss V. is a Baptist. She goes to chapel at least once every Sunday,
whatever the weather, and reads her Bible for half-an-hour every
morning before getting up.

Miss V. has never smoked, never tasted alcohol, never been to the
theatre, and only once to the cinema (in the days of silent films, which
she found very bewildering).

She is very reserved and great circumlocution was necessary to get
any information out of her. In spite of great loneliness and ill-health
she enjoys her life and is frightened of the approach of death. She
cannot afford either radio or a daily paper, but most weeks sees a
Sunday paper at the house of one or other of her friends.

33

Mrs. D. is a waitress in an expensive restaurant. She conceals her
age, but she has children of 24, 22 and 20, the first born out of wed-
lock. She was separated from her husband for some years, and
eventually got evidence to divorce him. She herself is promiscuous.

She is an unattractive-looking woman, but she seems to attract a .
certain sort of man and to have no lack of lovers from whom she
extorts gifts of clothes, jewellery, furniture for her flat, and money.
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She is absolutely frank about herself because she is quite amoral
and sees nothing extraordinary, let alone wrong, in her behaviour.

She was brought up as an R.C., but ceased to practise many years
ago and has no religious beliefs now, nor interest in the subject.

She is fond of all kinds of gaiety—cinema, theatre and dancing.

She is a very heavy drinker, and given the chance will go on drink-
ing whisky until she becomes incapable. Also a heavy smoker.

Is fond of her children and of her lovers (she never lets a man sleep
with her solely because of his gifts.)

34

Mr. C., a bachelor, aged 53. Has had various jobs in different
parts of the world. Is now unemployed and trying to live an upper
middle-class life on a tiny income. Is pretty well unemployable as he is
shy, stupid, and filled with complete confidence in his own merit.

He is mildly homosexual and this had obviously sapped his moral
fibre. He may once have been quite able.

Drinks in moderation and smokes a good deal.

Is entirely indifferent to religion and says he has travelled too much
and seen too much of different religions to believe there is such a thing
as a true religion. Religion only means custom.

35

Mr. W. is a semi-skilled worker in a factory. He is married with one
child and says his eleven years of married life have been a long honey-
moon, and he grows more in love with his wife every year. He says
there could never be any other woman in his life. He works hard—as
much overtime as possible, and several evenings a week he works as a
washer-up in a restaurant to earn more money. On nights when over-
time at the factory interferes with his washing-up job, his wife
deputises for him, leaving the child with a neighbour. Mr. and Mrs.
W. save every penny they can and admit that, *““for just working-class
people, we’ve a nice bit put away.” The aim of the saving is two-fold
— to build and furnish a house of their own ‘““one day” (at present they
live in two furnished rooms), and to give their child “a good start in
life.” They say they do not want any other children as it would be too
big an expense. Mr. W, has little time for amusements but he has an
allotment which he works on Sundays, and he likes to visit a cinema
occasionally, but cannot find time more than once in five or six weeks.
Although in most ways very careful with his money, Mr. W. smokes



20 ENGLISH LIFE AND LEISURE

a good deal—his fingers are heavily stained with nicotine and he
rations himself to 20 cigarettes a day, although in addition his wife
often buys him a packet of 20 as a present. He drinks very little,
spending about three or four shillings a week on beer, but he “in-
vests”’ 5s. od. in a football pool every week of the season. His wife also
“takes a couple of lines” on his coupon (paying out of her earnings
when she washes-up at the restaurant), and they always put in one
line for the baby for luck. Mr. W. has been doing football pools for
years, but has never had a win. He is sure, however, that one day he
will succeed.

Mr. and Mrs. W. both say they have exceptionally nice neighbours,
and they seem to be on good terms with everyone. They are obviously
people of whom one could not even imagine that they would do a
mean or unkind action.

Mr. W. attended church parades when he was in the Army—
voluntary as well as compulsory ones, but in civilian life he hasn’t
time and in fact, outside his four years of military service, has not
been to church since he was married.

36

Mrs. B. is a retired barmaid, now about 40, married to a well-to-do
tradesman who is some 15 years older than she. There are no children,
much to Mrs. B’s. grief, although she says that her husband is glad
not to have any. She is a heavy smoker (30 cigarettes at least every
day) and, for a woman, a heavy spirit drinker. For some reason she
dyes her hair a horrible shade of red, but she is really quite a nice
woman, though naive and a bit vulgar.

She likes music halls and cinemas. She listens a good deal to the
radio (very loud, on the Light Programme) and is a hospitable soul who
likes entertaining her friends and being entertained by them.

Very strict sexually. She says that when she was a barmaid she kept
herself “very respectable.”” Shc knew her husband then, and was in
love with him, but they had nothing more than a platonic friendship
because Mr. B’s. first wife was then alive.

A very good cook, and proud of her skill in this respect.

Although the B’s. are obviously well off, Mrs. B. does all her own
housework and laundry. She says that servants aren’t worth the
trouble, and laundries ruin the clothes that are sent to them.

Not a churchgoer. She expresses scorn of parsons, set prayers,
sermons, ritual and what she calls the hypocrisy of most people who
go to church,
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Mr. F. is a working-class man of 32. He is married with no child-
ren. He is very religious and though he used to play regularly for a
local cricket team, he gave up and resigned from the club when they
started to play Sunday matches. He and his wife go to church
regularly every Sunday and often both morning and evening.

He is very friendly, and despite his strong religious views, he is a
good mixer and very popular.

He likes an occasional pint of beer and visits the public house
perhaps two or three times in a fortnight. His wife also likes a glass of
beer, but as they both think she ought not to go to public houses, he
takes bottled beer home for her.

He is opposed to gambling on religious grounds, but does a football
coupon every week because he does not regard that as gambling. He
used to smoke quite heavily, but in view of the heavy increase of
taxation on tobacco he has virtually given it up. He is a keen cinema-
goer, but practically never goes to the theatre.

He does not read much, but about once a month takes a novel from
the 2d. library. He is Labour in politics and reads the Daily Herald
every day. A good deal of his time is spent at carpentry work in his
home. He has a small workshop there and makes many articles for
the house.

He helps on one night in cach week at a nearby youth club which
is run in connection with his church.

38

Mrs. G. is about 30, married, with one child aged one year. Her
husband is a Nonconformist Minister, and her greatest interest, after
the child, is helping him in his work. Mrs. G. is very devout but not
to an extent likely to antagonize people who do not share her views.
She naturally does not gamble or drink, but she likes an occasional
cigarette (but not in public).

The G’s. live in a small semi-detached house of which she does all
the housework, including most of the laundry. Nevertheless she finds
time for an amazing number of activities connected with her hus-
band’s church, and she also reads a good deal. She never seems to be
in a hurry, but on the other hand is never idle.

Mr. G. is a very good husband and helps in the house, but when he
is at home in the evenings he reads serious books, immersing himself
in them entirely.

They have no time for normal recreations (quite apart from the
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usual limitations imposed by a young child). They do not even use
their radio except to hear news bulletins and serious talks.

39

Mrs. D., aged about 40, is the wife of an agricultural labourer.
There are four children aged from 1 to 12. Mr. D. is not a bad fellow
when sober, but he is a heavy drinker and this absorbs much of the
family income. Sometimes when Mrs. D. complains about the
amount of money spent on drink Mr. D. beats her. Mrs. D. has tried
to get work as a charwoman, but the poverty of the family (as shown
by the ragged clothes and obvious under-nourishment of the child-
ren) has given them a bad name and nobody will employ Mrs. D.

She herself neither drinks, smokes nor gambles. She never spends
money on entertainment, and the family never have a holiday.
Virtually all the money that can be saved from beer goes on food with
a minimum amount on second-hand clothes.

Mrs. D. does not complain. She thinks that any woman whose
husband does not drink is lucky, but that for her part she must make
the best of it.

Vaguely resents that the parson is fat and his children well-fed and
well-clothed, but has no real hostility to the Church, only indifference.

40

Mrs. X. is a middle-class housewife, the wife of an accountant who
is employed in a small firm. She is in early middle age, with two
children—one girl about 14 and a boy about 10. She has no control
over the children and they run pretty wild. She and her husband are
happy together, and she thinks herself lucky to have so steady a man.
She says she has no worries, as so many women have, lest her husband
in middle age should have affairs with women younger and more
attractive than her. For herself she says all her affection is given to
her husband and children and she never even notices any other men.

She ‘“‘supposes” she is still a member of the Church of England but
takes no part in its services or activities. She thinks a woman has
enough to do running a home and keeping her family without
bothering her head about religion.

She is keen on entertainment—uvisiting friends’ houses or meeting
them in a public house or entertaining in her house. She doesn’t
bother about the cinema and is not keen on the radio. She says the
children have it on so much and so loud that she gets sick of it, but
she has always felt that the house is their home and they have a right
to do what they like.
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Mrs. S. is married to a professional man who is a few years younger
than herself. Their respective ages are probably about 43 and 38.
There are two young children, aged 6 and 2, both boys.

The S’s. live in a suburb in a moderate-sized detached house which
is scaatily furnished, and they admit to being very hard up. This
seems less due to absolute lack of money than to the fact that they both
lack any ability to spend wisely. They buy expensive presents for each
other, or luxuries for themselves, without first making more necessary
purchases. On Mrs. S’s. side this is probably due to an anxiety about
keeping the affection of her comparatively young husband.

Mrs. S. does not gamble, except that she takes a few ““lines” in her
husband’s football pool coupon, but she says that she has no real
belief that she will ever win anything.

She has no time to go to church, nor much interest in religion.
She used to go and doesn’t really know why she has stopped except
that perhaps real life is so much tougher than the sort of life parsons
say you ought to lead. ‘“Where would you be if you always turned the
other cheek?”

Mrs. S. likes to go to the cinema occasionally but seldom has a
chance because of the children. Her greatest regular pleasure is in tea
parties with other women of her class, where they can gossip and talk
about their acquaintances and their children.

Mrs. S. smokes and drinks in moderation, but would smoke a good
deal more if she could afford it.

42

Mr. U, aged 56, is a clerk in a Local Government office. He is
married, with two boys, one 16, the other 23. Mr. U. lives in a large
working-class house of about 1goo vintage that is dark, inconvenient,
and smells of dry rot. However, he loves his home.

He is a rather timid man, dominated by a large wife. He smokes in
moderation, and has half-a-pint of ale each evening.

He likes the radio—mainly variety—and reads an occasional novel.
For the most part, however, his reading matter is the Daily Mail and
Sunday Dispatch.

He is certainly not promiscuous, being much too scared of his wife,
apart from any other consideration.

He is not a churchgoer, and in this he has stood firm against his wife,
resisting her attempts to make him go. He says nobody knows whether
or not there is a God, As far as he can see, there is a great deal of
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evidence against there being a personal God, and nothing except
emotion, mainly fear and hope of personal reward, to support the idea.
He tries to lead a good life and that is all he thinks necessary, without
trying to settle the insoluble problem of whether God exists.

43

Mr. D. is 65, a professional musician, who earns a living playing the
violin in an orchestra, and who has composed a number of pieces,
including a violin concerto. He has also occasionally conducted
symphony concerts in the provinces, but accepts without any bitter-
ness the fact that he is a failure both as composer and conductor. He
has a deep love of music, and speaking of it he appears to grow visibly
in stature, and to become suddenly years younger. Late in life—
apparently about the age of 60—he married an elderly, well-to-do
spinster whom he had known many years. They appear to be
extremely happy, and to be grateful to each other for having over-
come the loneliness of a solitary life. Mrs. D. is not at all musical. For
many years Mr. D. has been an enthusiastic player of bowls and he is
captain of his local club in the London suburbs. He is also extremely
fond of rural life and particularly enjoys bird watching.

Mr. D. says that he has never had any need of a formal religion. He
came of an artistic family—the father was a painter, the mother a
writer, and his only brother a musician like himself. They never con-
cerned themselves with anything so formal as churches. They found
God in their art, and in beauty everywhere. Mr. D. does not believe
in personal survival after death although he bclieves that a part of the
human being survives in some impersonal way, and that the growth
and perfection of this part depends on personal behaviour in this
world. Until he married, Mr. D. attended church only on such formal
occasions as weddings, but now he accompanies his wife on most
Sundays because it pleases her.

Music meant so much to Mr. D. that it left no room in his life for
sexual relations, and none even for innocent friendships outside the
musical world or for hobbies other than bowls and nature study. He
has visited a cinema only a few times in his life, and has never been a
regular theatre-goer. Naturally he has never had any interest in any
form of gambling. .

He used to like a glass or two of sherry every day, with = bottle of
wine whenever he could afford it, but Mrs. D. is a teetotaller and
though she has never said anything he has somehow given up his
sherry and bottle of wine. It made him uncomfortable to drink alone,
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Mr. L. is a taxi-driver, aged g2. He is married, with three children,
and is intensely devoted to his family. He says he is a supporter of the
Communists, but is not a member of the party. He supports them
because he says ““It stands to reason that we all ought to be equal.
Now there are snobs and working men. If the snobs think they’re
better than us, the working men will just have to show them.” Mr. L.
is an atheist because he believes that religion was invented by the
upper classes to keep the working-class down.

Mr. L. is almost a chain smoker—he would smoke 60 or 70 cigar-
ettes a day if he could afford it. As it is, he keeps himself down to 40
of the cheapest brands. He sometimes goes without his dinner to have
nore money for cigarettes. He drinks very little—not more than two
or three pints of beer a week.

He does not gamble because he thinks the workers ought to stand
solidly together—not try to make moncy out of each other. Gambling
is a sure way to set working men quarrelling among themselves, and
that’s what the capitalists want.

Mr. L. has been married since he was 20—12 years—and in that
time has had nothing to do with any woman but his wife. He was
brought up in a very poor area, almost a slum, and started having
sexual relations with girls when he was 15. He wants a better world for
his children.

He reads the Daily Worker and Daily Herald, and is fairly well
informed about current events.

45

Mr. W. is a boot repairer in a small way of business. Hec is a
friendly man, fond of children, and with a kind word for everyone.
His great hobbies are gardening and watching association football.

He smokes a good deal and likes two or three pints of beer a night.
He lives alone in a small flat, being a bachelor. He says he is getting
too old for women now (he is in the middle fifties) but still occasion-
ally likes a night with a pretty girl.

He was brought up as a strict Baptist, but says the First World War,
in which he fought as an infantryman from 1915 to 1918, killed his
belief in Christianity. He still believes, however, that the right way
to live is to te kind, help people in need, and not expect too much.

He does not gamble because, he says, he would rather earn what he
needs than ‘“‘win it off some chap who might let his wife and kids
go short,”
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46

Mrs. B. is about 25 and is far gone in her first pregnancy. Despite
this fact she has a full-time job in a factory because her husband
does not earn enough to keep the home comfortably once he has paid
the instalments on the furniture, which they are buying on the hire
purchase system. She is impersonal about her child. She says she did
not want it and that she conceived the very first time she and her
husband ‘““risked it”” without a contraceptive. On the other hand, she
says she expects she will like it all right when she has it.

One of the causes of shortage of money is her husband’s gambling.
He puts a few shillings on horses nearly every day and it amounts to a
considerable drain on their income as he never seems to win unless its
an odds-on chance. She hates gambling.

Mrs. B. cannot be bothered to go to chapel. Chapel is all right for
people with plenty of time but she does her washing on Saturdays
and on Sundays is so tired that after cooking the dinner and washing
up she rests.

She never has time for cinemas or such like, but wishes she had.
Once, about a month ago, she gave herself a treat. She fainted in
the factory and was sent home but instead of going she went to the
pictures and went out to tea with some friends afterwards.

47

Miss E. is the daughter of a working-class home. She is 21. The
family live in very crowded conditions, the parents, three daughters
and two sons, all grown up, in a two-bedroom house. The father and
one son work in a foundry. There is no bathroom in the house, which
has no garden, and only a narrow concrete yard to separate it from
the back of the next house.

Miss E. performs a miracle in such surroundings, stepping out as
clean and smart as any debutante in Mayfair (and a good deal
fresher and more natural). She is engaged to an artisan in the Navy.
This represents a step up in the world, and Miss E. is anxious to ‘“‘kcep
nice” for her fiancé.

The area where Miss E. lives is a rough one. Incest is not un-
common, rape not rare, and fornication is as usual as a square meal
(often more usual). Naturally Miss E. “knows all about men,” but
since she met her fiancé she has “given up all that.”

She is trying to improve herself. She has got a pamphlet on beauty
hints from a woman’s magazine and is studying a comprehensive
5s. od. book on etiquette,
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Miss E. smokes and drinks in moderation. Likes dancing and the
cinema. Longs for a house or flat of her own and doesn’t want child-
ren for a few years—*‘ perhaps later.”

48

Miss M. is a very attractive Irish girl of strikingly good looks. She
is far from happy because of a love affair.

Two years ago, back in her home in Ireland on a holiday from her
job as a housemaid at a hospital in England, she met a sailor. After
a brief courtship they decided to get married. Difficulties arose
because she was a Roman Catholic and he was a Methodist. She says,
« I was a good Catholic and went to Mass every Sunday, but I did not
think that his religion should make any difference to our marriage.”

Miss M’s. mother objected strongly to her marrying a non-Catholic
and invoked the help of the local priest. The priest stopped her in the
street one day when she was walking with some friends and caused her
great embarrassment by calling her over and walking home with her.
He cross-examined her about her life in London and her observance
of the Catholic faith, and warned her that she would burn in Ever-
lasting Hell if she gave up the Roman faith to marry a Methodist.

As she refused to promise to give up the idea of marriage, the
Priest told her various sad stories of the disastrous ending of mixed
marriages.

By this time the sailor had gone back to his ship but he and Miss
M. exchanged daily letters. Some ten months later the sailor stopped
writing and, in reply to an enquiry from Miss M., revealed that her
mother had written to him asking him to give her up as if he did not
do so it would estrange her from her family and make a great many
people unhappy.

Miss M. gave up writing to the sailor and returned to London. She
was very unhappy, took to drink and to various other forms of escape
from her misery. Several times she tried to commit suicide but was
stopped by a female friend.

She is still unhappy, is drinking heavily, and goes dancing every
night that she is off duty in an attempt to forget her troubles. She has
given up the Church and has decided she will never see her family
again. She says she hates her mother more than anything in the
world. ‘

One day last week she saw her former boy friend by chance in the
street. He had another girl with him and just smiled and said
“Hello!”
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Mrs. J. is aged about 55 to 60. She divorced her husband and runs
a retail drapery business in the Home Counties. She has three grown-
up sons, all married, but her favourite son, whom she describes as
““dearer to me than all the others,”” was killed in the war in an air raid
on Hamburg. She is intensely anti-German because ““they” killed
her son while he was bombing them! She is also fiercely anti-
monarchy, for the principle of kingship outrages her deeply egali-
tarian feelings. She came from a poor working-class family but her
business has succeeded so well that she is very comfortably off. She
has an incurable disease which interferes with her one remaining
pleasure in life—eating. She has never been in the habit of drinking
and smokes very little. She says that she suffered so much from
seeing ‘‘that contemptible rat of a husband of mine running after
every little bit of skirt,” that she has always kept away from men. Mrs.
J. is profoundly contemptuous of religion. “What do those silly old
parsons know about it? Can you pay the rates with prayers? I've
no time for their sort of talk. I’d like to set them all to work in the
mines.”

Mrs. J. does not gamble. “‘I’ve had to work hard for my money and
I’m not giving it to them that want to live soft.”

She was formerly a keen theatre-gocr, but has not been since her
son’s death.

She says that when the news of the son’s death was known her vicar
came round and tried to comfort her. ‘“The little fool said that ‘Per-
haps it’s all for the best, Mrs. J.’, and I told him to get to hell out
of it.”

50

Mr. R. is an unskilled worker in Government employment. He
is aged 45, married, with four children all at school. His wages are
small and he has no opportunity for overtime. Because of the child-
ren his wife cannot take any paid employment.

He smokes about fifty cigarettes a week which he makes himself
because they are cheaper than manufactured cigarettes. At the week-
ends he allows himself a pint of beer which he usually takes as two
half-pints—one on Saturday and one on Sunday. Once a week he
and his wife go to the cinema and sit in the cheapest seats and he
spends 1s. od. a week on football pools. .

His whole life is dominated by an acute shortage of money and
the family is only adequately fed because of the 15s. od. a week
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family allowance drawn by Mrs. R. The problem of buying clothes is
almost insuperable.

He sends the children to church every Sunday, but does not bother
to go himself.

51

Mrs. r. is a widow of about 70. Her husband died recently, leaving
her a nice house in the suburbs of a large provincial town, and
enough money to bring her in about £3 per week. She has two
grown-up sons, both married. Neither of them wants her to live with
them, but the younger allows her £2 a week. At present she is living
alone and is desperately lonely as until her husband’s death she had
never in her life slept alone in a house. Her life has become quite
purposeless and unless something is arranged quickly to interest and
comfort her she will die. She says with bitterness, ‘“All the boys want
is to get rid of me now I’m old.”

She is not a church-goer and in the 50 years between her marriage
and her husband’s funeral her only appearances in church were at
the christenings of the two boys. She says religion is ““A lot of old
nonsense.”’

Mrs. F. is very fond of children and wishes she had had a daughter.

She neither smokes nor drinks, and has never gambled.

She suffers mildly from claustrophobia, and so never goes to
cinemas or theatres.

Says the radio is a great comfort but she is so lonely she hopes she
dies soon.

52

Mrs. S. is the proprietress of a clothing and haberdashery shop in a
small provincial town. Her husband helps her run it and they make
a very considerable income. (They told investigator that their joint
income from the business was £7,500 per annum, and this may be
true, as they do their own managing and buying.)

They have two children and a very nice house—well furnished, in
good taste. They should be happy but have in fact a great sorrow.
They are social climbers and “being in trade” cannot get into local
society despite being well-to-do.

They are moderately well educated but rather empty-headed
people. They read a few novels as well as right-wing newspapers, but
do not concern themselves much with events except in so far as they
affect their business.

They used to be Baptists, but with rising prosperity decided that
they ought to belong to the Church of England because it is the
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national Church. They observe the forms of religion but it is doubt-
ful whether they have any dynamic belief.

They have normal pleasures—cinema, etc.—no gambling, and
arc certainly not sexually promiscuous.

53

Mr. V. is a middle-aged professional man. He comes of good
family and has a fine brain with a scintillating sense of humour. Yet
he has “run to seed.” He is enormously fat and lazy, drinks exces-
sively, eats greedily, and is interested only in sensuous pleasures. He
has a wife and four children, but after being happily married for
nearly twenty years, he has turned against his wife. He says that he
himself doesn’t know why. She is a good woman and he respects her,
but they have grown apart. He became very fond of a young working-
class woman who was his mistress, but she left him and married a man
of her own class. He now has a foreign mistress, the wife of a foreigner
domiciled in England. He is devoted to her and says, ‘“‘I’'ve reached
the age when I've got to be seduced, and she is a heaven-sent seducer.”

Mr. V. bets fairly heavily on horses and cards, but considers other
forms of betting vulgar. He is a fine conversationalist, and is interested
in music and painting. He is a member of the Church of England,
attends church every Sunday, although he says he is worried at the
difference between his profession of faith and his behaviour.

54

Mr. M. is a middle-aged free-lance journalist and is fairly successful.
He is marricd with two children, whom he finds rather trying because
neither he nor his wife has much control over them. Mr. M. is a very
kindly, tolerant and weak man. He was educated at an expensive
school and is a dreadful snob (he gives up his seat in a bus to a “lady,”
but not to a working-class woman, because ‘“ that class doesn’t expect
it, you know’).

He is not altogether indifferent to religion, but feels Christianity is
hopelessly inadequate, and he hasn’t the time to think out problems of
religion from first principles in a scientific world, so he just shelves the
whole problem. He sums it up by saying, ““Is Christianity true?>—No.”
““Is there a God ?—Presumably we must assume so if we are to believe
material creation as we seem to perceive it exists at al.”> “Is that
God ‘personal’ in any way?—Probably not.” “Anyway,” he adds,
“if we assume God’s existence we are only begging the question, for
we must then ask what sort of super-God made God?”’



CASE HISTORIES 31

Not promiscuous. Gambles occasionally on horses, but not seriously.
Drinks and smokes in moderation.

55

Mr. C, aged 45, is a hairdresser in an establishment with a lower
middle-class clientéle. He is a friendly man with a very strong sense
of humour. He accepts bets for a bookmaker and the commission
he gets adds about 50 per cent to his normal earnings. He does not bet
himself on horses or dogs, but does a football pool every week,
normally staking 3s. 6d. He has never won. Mr. C. visits a public
house every weekday evening a few minutes after opening time and
normally drinks about 3 pints before he goes home. Occasionally he
stays in the public house till g o’clock and on these evenings (about
once a fortnight) he drinks about 6 or 7 pints and 3 or 4 small whiskies.
On these occasions he becomes a little tipsy, but not offensively so.

Mr. C. is married, but he wishes he had remained a bachelor. He
is quite fond of his wife but grudges having to spend so much of his
income on his home. He takes his wife to the cinema once a week but
goes for her sake as films do not interest him. He reads novels which
he gets from the public library and occasionally books on travel. He
is not much interested in sex as he considers that a married man just
hasn’t got the money to get mixed up with women and has to make
up his mind to leave them alone. He smokes 20 cigarettes a day, and
rather more at the week-end.

Mr. C. was brought up as a Methodist but never goes to chapel as he
is “not interested”’ in religion which he regards as “fairy tales.”

56

Miss Z. is a luxury-loving young woman in the middle twenties,
who has served various terms of imprisonment. She had an impover-
ished but good home, but from an early age was more or less allowed
to please herself. She was soon discontented with her lot and rapidly
acquired a “Rolls Royce standard on a push-bicycle income,” and
this was her undoing. Although intelligent and capable, she was
never satisfied to live within her means, and took to crime as an easy
way out.

She is very plausible and likes to imagine she is giving the impression
of a cultured, not to say highbrow, young woman of the world.

Miss Z. is now leading an honest life and finding it hard goi