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PREFACE.

THE history of Turkey has yet to be written. The
standard authority is Von Hammer's Geschichte des
Osmanischen Reiches, of which there is a French trans-
lation, and from which many books have been com-
piled in many languages. In English, Von Hammer
found an able condenser in Sir Edward Creasy, whose
History of the Ottoman Turks is the best concise work
we possess on the subject Von Hammer, however, is
not always accurate,, despite his laborious research,
and heisgenerally dull. A Turkish scholar, possessed
of asense of literary form, who would take the Aus-
trian'sfacts, collate them with the native annalists and
historiographers, and present them with all the advan-
tages of skilful arrangement and charm of style, would
render areal service to historical literature.

The present volume, however, makes no pretensions
to fill the gap. Al that is here attempted is to draw
the main outlines of Turkish history in bold strokes,
and thus try to leave a connected impression on the
reader's mind. Insosmall acompassitisimpossibleto

be detailed. Those who dg)si re more than can here be
Vil



viii PREFACE.

given should turn to Sir E. Creasy, or to the Vte.
A. de la Jonquiere's Histoire del' Empire Ottoman, in
Duruy's series ; and thence, if still ambitious, to Von
Hammer. In these pages clearness and brevity
have been the main considerations ; and, while
striving to escape the charge of prolixity, | have
carefully avoided the sin of moralizing. Many in-
structive morals have been drawn from the past
and present state of Turkey ; but these appear to
depend so much for their point and application upon
the political bias of the writer that, on the whole, they
are best omitted. We have all heard about the " sick
man " and the " armed camp :" but, if we are Con-
servatives, we palliate the disease, and call the encamp-
ment an innocent review ; if we are Radiccils, we send
for the undertaker for the one, and call for the expul-
sion of the other, that it may no longer menace the
peace of Europe. Between these extremes, the reader
may take his choice.

The naval history of Turkey, a subject of peculiar
interest, has been barely touched upon here, because
it is so closely interwoven with the exploits of the
Barbary buccaneers, that it will be more satisfactorily
traced in the Sory of the Corsairs, which | am writing
for the same series.  Another subject which has been
omitted is the history of Egypt under Turkish rule :
for this belongs to the specia volume on Modern
Egypt, which is in preparation.

| owe specia thanks to Mr. E. J. W. Gibb, not only
for the chapters on " Ottoman Literature,” " Stambol,"
and " Ottoman Administration,” for which he is almost
entirely responsible, but also for many suggestions and
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additions in other parts of the book, the whole of
which has had the advantage of his revision. Mr.
Gilman has also contributed to a part of the subject
which was less familiar to Mr. Gibb and myself; and
| am indebted for valuable assistance to Mr. H. H-
Howorth, M.P., and to Mr. W. R. Morfill, whose
advice has been followed in the systematic spelling
of Russian names.

STANLEY LANE-POOLE.
BIRLINC, SUSSEX,
January 17, 1888.
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TURKEY.

THE KING'S FRONT.
(1250-1326.)

T H E thirteenth century was an eventful epoch for
all Europe. The overshadowing power of the Empire
was waning, Separate states were springing up in
Italy and Germany, and trie growth of civil liberty
was bringing its fruit in the enlargement of ideas and
the founding of universities. In England, the Nor-
man and Saxon were at last one people, and the
business of the nation was to strengthen the bond
which united them ; Magna Charta was signed, and
the first Parliament was summoned. In the East the
long struggle for the Holy City had ended in the dis-
comfiture of the Christians, and the last of the Crusades
was led by Saint Louis against the Mamluks of Egypt,
where the king and his army were taken captive.
What was lost in the East was gained in the West :
Ferdinand of Castile was winning city after city
from the Moors in Spain, who were now fortifying

2



2 THE KING'S FRONT.

themselves in their last stronghold at Granada, where
they held out for two centuries more. Sicily, which
had once been a favourite province of the Saracens,
was the scene of a series of tragedies: Manfred was
killed by Count Charles of Anjou, whose tyranny led
to the fatal " Vespers" and the foundation of the
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. All Europe was heated
with the strong wine of political change.

In this same eventful century Asia was passing
through a still more sudden and subversive revolu-
tion. The Mongolian hordes of Chingiz Khan had
been let loose from their plains of Central Asia, and,
like the bursting of long pent up waters, had poured
in a swift whirling flood over all the countries of the
East, and carried ruin and devastation whithersoever
they went. Chingiz himself died in the earlier part
of the century, but his sons and grandsons proved
themselves worthy disciples of their terrible sire. The
famous Khalifate of Baghdad, which during half a
millennium had been the inheritor of the most sacred
traditions of Islam, now fell for ever before the on-
slaught of Hulagu Khan. The fair provinces which
had owned the victorious sway of Saladin and his
house, and were now the appanage of those gallant
Mamluk chiefs whose wealth and taste placed Cairo
and Damascus on the pinnacle of renown, were
menaced and partly overrun by the barbarian ; and
the mountain passes of Anatolia, which for generations
had suffered no sovereign tread save that of the Sel-
juk Sultan of Iconium, now shook under the tramp
of the Tartar's horse. A Mongol army even pene-
trated Europe as far as Germany, ravaged Hungary,
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routed the Teutonic knights at Liegnitz, and then con-
tentedly returned to their 'Eastern deserts, as though
contemptuous of the attractions of Europe.

It was fortunate that the Mongols were possessed
by the migratory spirit too strongly to think of
settling in cities and founding empires ; the wave of
barbarism flowed, but happily it aso ebbed. In the
far East its influence was more enduring; the
descendants of Chingiz were for many generations
Y uen emperors of China, Khans of Turkistan, chiefs
of the Golden Horde, of the Crimea, and of Kazan,
whence for centuries they dominated and curbed the
rising power of Russia. All these dynasties reigned
in the domain of barbarism : they left no lasting im-
press on the civilized lands of the Khalifate, where
Arab, Persian, and Turk had each in turn put forth
the best of his genius, and had assimilated and de-
veloped what elements of philosophy, art, and science,
had come within his reach.

To trace the pedigree of the Ottoman Turks we
must look back into remote antiquity. In the early
history of Central and Eastern Asiaeverythingismore
or less conjecture, but this at least is certain, that
among; the numerous nomad tribes who roamed the
plains of Sungaria and the great desert of Gobi, and
from time to time broke loose in one of those great
waves of migration which paralyzed the peoples of
Europe and of Western Asia, there were two races
which alternately filled the role of " the scourges of
God," the Mongols and the Turks. The Mongols
first appear on the scene under the name of Hiong
Nu as dominating the nomad world in the days of
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the Chinese dynasty of the Han, and dominating
especially the two great branches of the Turkish
race known as Uighurs and Turks properly so called.
The Uighurs eventually became free from this domi-
nation, and under the names of Yueh chi and
White Huns broke in pieces the Greek kingdom
of Bactria, and founded a famous empire, with its
capital at Balkh, which became the scourge of the
Sassanians on the one hand, and filled a more re-
markable place in Indian history than is generally
suspected on the other. The power of the Hiong
Nu was destroyed by the Chinese; it revived again
presently under the Jouan-Jouan, who were masters of
all the steppes from the Volga eastwards. A revolt
took place against the Jouan-Jouan in the beginning of
the sixth century when the Turks eo nomine are for
the first time heard of in history. They fouoded an
empire which stretched from the borders of Manchuria
to the Carpathians, and commanded aso Trans-
oxiana and the country as far as the Indus. Their
power south of the Sihun or Jaxartes was sapped and
eventually destroyexl by the Arabs, who founded the
Samani dynasty ; but the Turks remained masters of
the steppes, and supplied the Samanis, and even the
Khalifs, with mercenary trpops whose leaders pre-
sently supplanted their masters and founded a famous
Turkish dynasty at Ghazni, while somewhat later
fresh hordes under their own leaders planted them-
selves in Khorasan and created the splendid empire
ofthe Seljuks, who from the eleventh to the thirteenth
century governed the greater part of the Khalifs'
dominions in Asia, and advanced the Mohammedan
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rule into the mountain ranges of Anatolia, and thus
prepared the way for "the Ottomans, their successors.
By this time the empire of the Khalifs was full of
Turks. They were introduced first as captives, whose
fair beauty speedily commended itself to the Arab
princes, and whose martial vigour marked them out
as a fit body-guard for the Khalif against his unruly
subjects in Persia. First as dslaves, then as a military
aristocracy, and then as Seljukian Sultans, the Turks
pressed forwards and absorbed all the power which
had once belonged to Arab and Persian, from the
river Oxus to the borders of Egypt and the Asiatic
frontier of the Byzantine Empire.

The Seljuks of Khorasan and Persia were displaced
by their own vassals, the Shahs of Khuwarezm
or Khiva, who were supported by hordes of the
Kankalis from the country north of the Sea of Aral,
and who were the ancestors of the modern Turko-
mans. The Shahs of Khuwarezm step by step
succeeded to the dominion of their late masters,
and at one time, at the beginning of the thirteenth
century, threatened to gather under their authority
the whole Asiatic empire of Islam. But when they
were about to realize their utmost dreams of supre-
macy a sudden blow crushed them, and the king-
dom of Khuwarezm was blotted out from the list
of principalities and powers. The resources of the
steppes of Tartary were not yet exhausted : there were
still whole nations of barbarians ready to emerge from
obscurity, and swoop down upon the rich territories
of the earlier emigrants. This time it was the Mongol
race that Asia again poured forth to terrify the West
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Chingiz Khan, as has been said, surrounded by afamily
of born soldiers, and followed by hordes of nomads
like the sands of the sea without number, overran the
dominions of the Khuwarezm Shah, and sweeping
over the empire of the Khalifate and of the Seljuks
appeared ready and able to make a tabula rasa of all
existing authority. His armies even spread into
Europe, and but for the valour of the Teutonic
Knights might have arrested for awhile the dawning
civilization of the West. Of this tremendous inva-
sion the only trace which remains in Europe is to be
found in Russia, whose history was shaped and whose
political and moral characteristics are largely trace-
able to the long domination of the Tartars.

The Turks, however, remained masters of the west
of Asia, and the Mongol tide only swept them further
south and west on its boisterous crest. Driven from
Khuwarezm on the downfall of that kingdom, they
fled south. Some of them took a prominent part in
Persian and Syrian history in the fourteenth and
fTtteenfh j:entury under the names of Turkomans of
the" White and the Black Sheep. Others wan-
dered further south and came into conflict with the
Marnluk Sultans of Egypt, who were also members
of the great Turkish family ; and when they were
beaten back turned-north and joined their kinsmen
of the race of Seljuk.in-Asia-Minor. One of these
tribes who, had been set wandering.by the rude shock
of the Mongol invasion, and who eventually, came to
join the Turs of Anatolia in the curious manner we
have related after the battle of Angora, was that of.
Ertoghrul which afterwards became famous under
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victorious_name of the Ottomans, ~Whe!
i their kinsmen in_ _L__$SCI' Asia almos{:.
mmedan world was in the hands of the
of the steppes. Turks ruled in Asia §
8 .governed Egypt, Turks. held ‘minor autk
the Mongols in Syria and Mesogotam
escendants of CRingiz had succeeded’
jon of the Khalifs in Persia, had a
dignity of sovereignty in the wild regia
folga and the Ural Mountains, in the land#5{
Dxus, and the deserts of Tartary, had spread
s Central Asia and had founded an empire in
a, and were preparing to establish the long line of
zol emperors in Hindustan whom we know by
ame of the Great Moguls.2
as reserved for the Turkish race to belotrd of the
es bordering the Mediterranean Sea.. Lhe Turks

till. The Mamluks of Egypt mamly of Turkish
- withstcod the Mongol tide which was breaking
their marches ; the Turkish Sultafis of Iconlum,
’Ilneage of"SelJuk breasted for awhile the swell
&rge of barbarism; and their successors, the
s of Othmin'’s line, drove the Mongols inch by
fut of the Lesser Asia, and taking to themselves
le of the eastern and southern coasts of the
anean, and turning the Black Sea into a
lake, tamed and bitted the descendants of

at Chingiz himself in the Crimea. The

indebted tn our greatest authority on the history of the Mongoh
tish races, Mr, H. H. Howorth, M.P,, for valuable suggestions
lligranons of the Turkish tribes.
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Ottoman Turk now_ sits in the seat of H
Baghdad; he has long owned the territori
Seljiiks, the empire of Saladin, and the s

valley of the Mamliks, Thc dominion of |

pa.ssed into the hands of the Turks, and the 4
whom this wide empire still belongs, shorn as
its ancient renown, had its origin in the throes
Mongol invasion ; the struggle between the
and the old masters of Anatolia was comm:
by the birth of the Ottoman Turk. :

The thirteenth century had run half it§
when Kay-Kubid, the Seljiik Sultan of
one day hard beset near Angora by a
army. The enemy was rapidly gaining the
when suddenly the fortune of the day was
A small body of unknown horsemen charg
the foe, and Victory declared for the Selj
cavaliers who had thus opportunely com
rescue knew not whom they had assisted, no
Seljiiks recognize their allies, The meeting
of those remarkable accidents which sometis
the future of nations, Ertoghrul, son of Su
a member of the Oghuz family of Turks, ¢
Mongol avalanche had dislodged from its-old
grounds in Khorasan, and had pressed in
direction—was journeying from the Euphr
where he had halted awhile, to the more p
clusion of Anatolia, when he unexpectedly ¢
the battlefield of Angora. With the nomad
scrimmage, and the warrior’s sympathy for t§
side, he led his four hundred riders pell-w~1§
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fray and won the day. He little thought that by his
impulsive and chivalrous act he had taken the first
step towards founding an empire that was destined
to endure in undiminished glory for three centuries,
and which even now, when more than six hundred
years have elapsed and many a fair province has
been wrested or inveigled out of its grasp, still stands
lord over wide lands, and holds the allegiance of many
peoples of divers races and tongues. From Ertogh-
rul to the reigning Sultan of Turkey, thirty-five
princes in the male line have ruled the Ottoman Em-
pire without a break in the succession. There is no
such example of the continuous authority of a single
family in the history of Europe.

The Seljuk Sultan was not slow to reward his
unexpected allies. The strangers were granted their
wish and established themselves in the dominions of
Kay-Kubad ; their summer camp was on the Ermeni
mountains, which form the southern rampart of the
Roman province of Bithynia, wherein were the great
Greek cities of Brusaand Nicaea ; and in winter they
drovetheir flocksfrom the southern slopesto the valley
of the Sangarius (Sakariya), where the city of Sugut
which the Greeks called Thebasipn, was given them
as their capital. Behind was Angora, where they had
made their first appearance on a great battlefield ; in
front of them lay Brusa, near which they soon dis-
played again their valour and generalship against a
combined army of Greeks and Mongols. Skilfully
manoeuvring a body of light horse in the van of the
battle, Ertoghrul contrived so to mask the Sultan's
main attack that after three days and nights of sore
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fighting the Seljuks triumphed over their adversaries
and drove them headlong to the sea coast This de-
fence of the Pass of Ermeni brought high renown to the
leader of the Turks, who had fought all through the
battle in front of the Sultan's guard, and Ertoghrul
was given in perpetuity the district of Eskishehr
(the Dorylaeum of the ancients), which, in memory of
his foremost position in the engagement, received a
new name, and was henceforth known as Sultanoni,
"the King's Front," as it is in the present day.

Sultanoni was a precious and responsible charge to
the new-comers. It formed the barrier between the
dominions of the Christian and those of the Moslem
on the Bithynian marches. Hence could the soldiers
of Islam best wage the Sacred War against the en-
feebled outworks of the Eastern Empire. The vant-
age ground of Sultanoni furnished the Ottomans with
the needful mrog- eré' whence to subdue the vast em-
pire which long owned their sway. Pasturing their
herds on the slopes of Ermeni and Temnos, or in the
plains watered by the Sakariya, the strangers grew in
number, wealth, and strength ; and though it was
not at once nor without many a struggle that they
imposed their authority upon the semi-independent
chiefs of the district, yet they were already masters
in name of a rich and fertile land and of populous
and wealthy cities : Eskishehr, with its gardens and
vineyards, its baths and hostelries; Sugut, Ertogh-
rul's capital, where his grave is still shown ; and other
strong places, besides hamlets, formed part of the
district in which the cradle of the Ottoman Empire
was first securely set.
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At Sugut in 1258 was born Othiman, son of Erto.-
ghruf, from whom, since he was the first ruler of the
iTiie who ventured to assert his absolute independence,
his descendants took the name of Othmanlls, or as we
call them" Ottomans." It wastheir specia and proud
title, and until lately they never degraded themselves
by the appellation of " Turk." Othman was worthy
to be the eponymous hero of awarlike race. Long
years of peace, during which his father strengthened
the hold of the clan upon the province entrusted to
his rule, gave the son time to prepare for the epoch
of conquest which crowned his later years. Thejirst
important event in Othman's life was as domestic as
iFwas' natural: he fell in love. At the little village
of[tburuni, near Eskishehr, dwelt a learned doctor
of the law, Edebali, with whom Othman loved to
converse, not the less because the good man had a
daughter fair to sec, "whom some called Mai Khatun,
"Lady Treasure," and others Kamauya, "Moon-
bright," from her surpassing beauty. But the family
of Othman was as yet new to the country, and its
authority was not recognized by the surrounding
chieftians of the Anatolian aristocracy. Other
young men of higher rank might bring their court
to the fair damsel, and her father discouraged
the suit of the son of Ertoghrul. At last he was
convinced by an argument which has ever been
potent among the superstitious peoples of the East:
a dream dispelled bis doubts. One night Othman
as he slumbered thought he saw himself and the old
man his host stretched upon the ground, and from

Pronounced, in Turkish, Osman.
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Edebali's breast there seemed to rise a moon, which
waxing to the full, approached the prostrate form of
Othman and finally sank to rest in his bosom
Thereat from out his loins sprang forth a tree, which
grew taller and taller, and raised its head, and
spread out its branches, till the boughs overshadowed
the earth and the seas.  Under the canopy of leaves
towered four mighty mountains, Caucasus and Atlas
Taurus and Haemus, which held up the leafy vault
like four great tent poles, and from their sides flowed
royal rivers, Nile and Danube, Tigris and Euphrates.
Ships sailed upon the waters, harvests waved upon
the fields, the rose and the cypress, flower and fruit,
delighted the eye, and on the boughs birds sang
their glad music. Cities raised domes and minarets
towards the green canopy; temples and obelisks,
towers and fortresses, lifted their high heads, and on
their pinnacles shone the golden Crescent. And
behold, as he looked, a great wind arose and dashed
the Crescent against the Crown of Constantine, that
imperial city which stood at the meeting of two seas
and two continents, likea diamond between sapphires
and emeralds, the centre jewel of the ring of empire.
Othman was about to place the dazzling ring upon
his finger, when he awoke. Hetold Mai Khatun's
father what he had seen, and, convinced of the great
future that was thus foretold for the offspring of Oth-
man and the Moon-faced damsel, Edobali consented
iojlieiruhron. Their son Orkhan was born in 1288
and Ertoghrul died the same year, leaving Othman
head of the clan and lord of Eskishehr, to which the

1 Von Hammer, "Geschichte des Osmanischen Reichs,” i. 66-7.
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Seljuk Sultan added in 1289 Karaja-hisar (Melangeia).
Othman's first care was to build a mosgue at Eski-
shehr, and to appoint the necessary officers for trie
administration of the law and the performance of the
ritual of Islam. Firm and impartial justice formed
the forefront of his policy, and largely contributed
to the spread of his authority. Al these peaceful
occupations, however, were soon set aside for the
fascinations of war. There had been a time when
the clansmen were content to feed their flocks on the
hillside, to gather their honey and weave their carpets,
and lead the simple unambitious life of the shep-
herd ; but soon they left these familiar paths for new
and daring ascents. One by one they reduced the
smaller chieftains of the province to obedience ; one
after the other they captured the outlying forts of the
Greek Empire, till their power extended to Y enishehr,
and they were thus ailmost within sight of Brusa and
Nicaca, the two chief cities of the Greeks in Asia
The acquisition of so important a situation as
Yehlshehr was the result of craft outwitting craft.
A wedding at Bilejik in 1299 was selected as a
rendezvous for a number of Othman's rivals, who
plotted to capture him and put an end to his power.
Warned of the conspiracy, forty women of the Otto-
man clan were admitted on a pretext to the castler
where preparations were being made for the wedding.
When both garrison and guests were absorbed in the
ceremonies, the forty women cast away their disguise
and proved to be none other than forty of Othman's
bravest warriors. They speedily possessed them-
selves of the fort and the bride, a beautiful young
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Greek named Nenuphar ("Lotus-bloom "), afterwards
the mother of Murad |I. Before the ruse got wind,
Othman swept like the lightning upon Yarhisar,,
and seized it, while another band of his followers took
possession of Aynegol. Thus he extended the dominion
of the Ottomans from the Ermeni range to Mount
Olympus. The Turk now set his capital at Yenishehr,
which he used as a stepping-stone to Brusa and
thence eventually to Constantinople. Even with this
addition, however, the Ottoman territory corresponded
only to one of the seventeen sub-divisions of Rum,
which was itself but one of the twenty-five provinces
into which the great empire of Suleyman the Mag-
nificent was in later times divided.

More than half a century had passed since the
Ottoman Turks first settled in Sultanoni, yet their
borders were still narrow. When the wave of advance
was once undulating, however, it proceeded with accele-
rated speed. Like the circling ripple that springs up
in a pool when a stone is dropped into its*midst, the
sway of the Turk spread in ever-enlarging rings.
A powerful impulse was given to their progress
by the extinction of the Seljuk dynasty at the end
of the thirteenth century. Ten several states, of
which Sultanoni was one, succeeded to the authority
of the Seljuks and divided their territory among
them. Henceforward there was no supreme and
sovereign power to repress the ambitions of the
Turks,—only rivals who could be fought and subdued
with no disloyalty to the king who had first given
them a Hospitable welcome to his dominions. All

" Von Hammer, i. 7$.
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these states were eventually swallowed up in the
empire of the House of Othman, but this did not
happen till many years after its founder's death.
The prince of Karaman was the strongest of the ten,
and many long wars were fought with hig® before his
lands were annexed to the Turkish dominions. In
the early days of which we are writing, the Kara-
manian state was too powerful for the Ottoman to
attempt an advance in this direction ; and the chief
extension of their territory in the beginning of the
fourteenth century was towards Europe, where the
feeble representatives of the once mighty Emperors of
the East offered an easy prey to the hardy warriors of
Sultanoni. From his stronghold at Y enishehr, Oth-
man sent out expeditions against the nearest Greek
towns, and captured many fortresses before the armies
of the emperor moved out against him. When at
length he met the Byzantine army at Baphoeum, he
put it to utter rout and ravaged the whole of Bithynia,
so that the Greeks dared not venture outside the walls
of Nicaea® Encouraged by such successss Othman
pushed his forces nearer the sea, and emulated the
example of the princes of Aydin and Saru-Khan,
whose fleets had ravaged the Greek islands and thus
inaugurated the terrible scourge of the Corsair.
Gradually he hemmed in the second city of the
empire, Nicaea; slowly he brought up his armies
against Brusa, and erected two forts over against
the city, whence for ten years he pressed the
siege. " The method employed by the Ottomans to
gain possession of the large, populous, and well-
' Finlay, " History of Greece," iii. 387.
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fortified cities, inhabited by the wealthy but unwarlike
Greeks, was not unlike that employed by the Dorians
in the early ages of Greece. Indeed it is almost the
only way by which the courage and perseverance of a
small force can conguer art and numbers. Instead of
attempting to form a regular blockade of the city
against which they directed their operations, and
thereby compelling the inhabitants to exert all their
unbroken power to deliver themselves from the attack,
the Ottoman Turks established strong posts in the
vicinity of the city, ravaged the fields, carried off
cattle and daves, and interrupted the commercial
communications of the inhabitants. The devastation
of the country and the insecurity of the roads gradu-
ally raised the price of provisions and caused emigra-
tion and famine. In this way Nicaea, the cradle of
the Greek Church, and which had been for two genera-
tions the capital of the Greek Empire, wasclosely block-
aded." ' Meanwhile Othman's flying cavalry ravaged
the country as far as the Bosphorus and Black Sea:
the Emperor, standing on the towers of his palace at
Constantinople, could see the flames of the burning
villages across the Bosphorus; the Turk's vessds
harried the coast; the whole country trembled before
his unwearied and ubiquitous onslaught. He had
laid his plans well, and the ten years leaguer of Brusa
produced its result. The great city capitulated in
1326; Orkhan planted the Ottoman flag on its walls,
and hastened to Sugut in time to tell the good news
to his father.  Othman lived to hear of the victory,
and then died contented, at the age of seventy, after a

 Finlay, iii. 423-4.
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reign of twenty-six years. His last wish was to be
buried at Brusa, the new capital of the growing
state ; and thither was he reverently borne, and there
did his sepulchre stand to the present century. His
sword is still preserved at Constantinople, and each
successve Sultan of his posterity is solemnly invested
with the founder's blade by way of coronation.

The Turks with reason hold Othman to be their
first Sultan. Ertoghrul indeed established the clan in
Asia Minor, but he did not achieve independence or
raise his dignity to more than that of a petty prince.
Othman wasthefir st to dream of empire, and though he
did not wholly realize hisdream, and view the proud
city of Constantine at his feet, he pushed his conquests
tothevery verge of the Hellespont, st his son upon the
throne at Brusa, and prepared the way for the imme-
diate conquest of Nicaea and Nicomedia and the firm
establishment of the Turkish sway upon the shores of
the Bosphorus. He inaugurated the career of victory
which his descendants completed ; his wars against
Greeks and Mongols, and the Turkish emirswho had
succeeded the Seljuks, st an example which his son
and grandson knew how to follow; and Othman's
commanding influence was felt long after his death.

Personally, like the first Khalifs of the Arabs, he
was simple and primitive in his tastes and habits.
He left neither silver nor gold behind him ; but only
a salt-bowl—symbol of hospitality,—a spoon, a braided
coat and white linen turban, his standards, a fine
stud of horses, a yoke of oxen, and some flocks of
sheep, whose descendants still browse upon the
pastures of Brusa. Simple as was his dress, his figure
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was imposing. Like Artaxerxes " Longimanus," his
arms reached below his knees, his thighs were those
of a horsem and his prominent nose, black hair
and beard, a swarthy hue, procured him the name
of " Black Othman for black is a colour of honour
in the East, and inticates strength of character as
well as bodily vigour and energy. Black Othman
transmitted his physical characteristics to several
generations of his successors, and for at least three
hundred years there sat no Sultan on the Ottoman
throne who was not distinguished for personal courage.
Bravery is the heritage of the Turk.




ACROSS THE HELLESPONT.
(1326-1380.)

WHEN Orkhan came to the throne, one of the chief
strongholds of the Greeks in Asia had fallen : the
rest were not slow to succumb to the young vigour of
the Turks. Nicomedia followed Brusa in the same
year (1326). The Emperor Andronicus marched in
1329 against the invaders, but was wounded, and his
camp at Pelecanon fell into the hands of Orkhan;
Nicaea surrendered in 1330, and in 1336 Pergamon,
the capital of Mysia, was taken from the prince of
Karasi and added to the Ottoman realm. The people
of Nicaea were permitted to emigrate and take with
them all their goods, archives, and relics, and such
moderation greatly strengthened the position of the
conqueror. The little clan of shepherds, who had been
graciously permitted to settle in the kingdom of the
Seljuks, had now possessed themselves, in two genera-
tions, of the whole of the north-west corner of Asia
Minor, where they commanded the eastern shore of
the Bosphorus. Here for the moment they were
content to rest. The Greek emperor was glad to

make peace, and the Turks were anxious to gain
25
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time to organize their new dominions and prepare
for the great struggle which they knew was before
them.

For twenty years tranquility reigned undisturbed
throughout the land of the Turks, and during these
twenty years Orkhan and his elder brother Ala-ud-
din, the first Turkish Vezir,! laboured at the orga-
nization of the State and the army. The insignia of
sovereignty were now assumed : Orkhan issued money
in his own name as independent Sultan. But
the assumption of royal dignity could be but an
empty form unless means were taken to defend it
against the hostile forces that lay all around. To
this end Ala-ud-din. who was the true founder of
the Ottoman Empire in so far as it depended
upon military organization, began to reform, the
army. Instead of leading their mounted followers
in the old manner of the clan, when the chief sent
messages through the villagesto summon his kindred
and liegemen to the fight (wherethey rode in a serried
wall, without infantry support), and afterwards let
them depart to their homes, the Ottoman Sultans in
future would have permanent regiments to trust to—
the first standing army of modern times. Jjjateadjol
volunteers there was now to be a paid army. This
was the natural result of the change which had taken
place in thepttoman State. It was no longer a question
of leading.four hundred clansmen to battle ; the Otto-
mans now included a vast number of the Seljuks and
other Turkish tribes, who yearly flockecl from a.dis-.

! Vezir means " burden bearer," he who carries the burden of State
affairs : hence, Prime Minister.
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tance to their standards in hope of victorious spoil,
"oFfrom a knowledge of the*uperior order and security
of life under the Ottoman rule. The Ottomans had
already become a very mixed race; and the armies
that were soon to subdue a large part of Europe
were composed chiefly of the tribes of Asia Minor,
though the true Ottomans retained the high com-
mands and fgrmsd.A9L.Aort of aristocracy at the
head. To”organize these miscellaneous followers,
a corps of regular infantry, called Piyacte, was first
embodieiand well paid, and given lands on condition
of armed service and repair of the military roads;
then, with a view to holding these in check, a rival
body was formed by enrollinga thousand of the finest
boys from among the families of the Christians con-
quered in the campaigns against the Greeks. Every
year for three centuries a thousand Christian chin
dren were thus devoted to the service of the Ottoj
man power; when there were not enough prisoner*
captured during the year, the number was made up
from the Christian subjects of the Sultan ; but after
1648 the children of the soldiers themselves werq
drawn upon to recruit the force.

Thus was formed the famous corps of the Janis-
saries, or "New Troops,"” which for centuries con-
stituted the flower of the Ottoman armies, and even-
tually obtained such preponderating influence in
the state, and abused it so wantonly, that they had
to be summarily exterminated in the present century
by Sultan Mahmud | | . The children who were taken
from their parents to be enrolled as Janissaries were
generally quite young; they were of course compelled
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to become Moslems, and their training for a life of
arms was carefully regulated. Their discipline was
severe, and fortitude and endurance were inculcated
with Spartan rigour ; but zeal and aptitude were in-
variably rewarded, and the Janissaries were sure of
rapid promotion and royal favour. " Cut off from
all ties of country, kith, and kin, but with high pay
and privileges, with ample opportunities for military
advancement, and for the gratification of the violent,
the sensual, and the sordid, passions of their animal
jnatures amid the customary atrocities of successful
warfare, this military brotherhood grew up to be the
strongest and fiercest instrument of imperial ambition,
which remorseless fanaticism, prompted by the most
subtle statecraft, ever devised upon earth." !

Orkhan led his thousand boys before a saintly
dervish, and asked him to bless them, and give them
a name ; whereupon Hajji Bektash flung the deeve of
his robe over the head of the leading youth and said
" Be the name of this new host Yeni Clieri. May God
the Lord make their faces white, their arms strong,
their swords keen, their arrows deadly, and give them
thevictory ! * Thisisthe origin of the white woollen
dervish's cap, with the sleeve-like pendant behind, which
always formed part of the uniform of the Janissaries.

army included a body of irregular light infantry, who
were employed as skirmishers, and used to receive the
first fury of the enemy, before the Janissaries were
ordered to advance over their bodies to the attack ;
and aso six squadrons of Horse Guards, numbering at

1 S§r E. Creasy, " History of the Ottoman Turks," 15.
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first 2,400, but afterwards many more. One of these
squadrons received the well-known name of gjpahig,
which is the same word as the Indian "sepoys."
The feudal system was extended to the cavalry ; some
cohorts were settled on lands which they held on
condition of military service. There was also a corps
of irregu  cavalry, called Akinji, or Raiders, who
were unpaid, and depended for their living on plunder
and booty.

At the head of an army such as this, well disci-
plined, highly paid, and devoted to a sovereign who
knew how to lead them where honours and rewards
were to be won, Orkhan was now able to survey the
kingdoms around him, and to weigh the chances of
the coming struggle. Behind were the small but not
yet innocuous states which had sprung up on the
decay of the Seljuk power ; they were Turks, and
therefore, in some sort, kinsmen; they were good
fighters, and, above all, they were poor. The Sultan
was not attracted by the prospect of conquest without
spoils, nor was it until many years later that Bayezld
made a sweep of the petty principalities of Asia
Minor. A much morevaluable prize lay in front. JThe
wealthy provinces of the Byzantine Empire, aready
falling"topieces, divided by strife afriorig their rulers,
were before Orkhan's eyes. Asfie stood on trie shore
of the ljosphorvisjie could see the domes and palaces
6( Constantinople. Thiswas a quarry well worthy of
pursuit, and the Ottoman directed his first attack
against the effete empire of the Palaeologi.

He had already prepared the way by moral force.
Thefirmand equitable government
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Asia, who found themselves better off, more lightly
taxed, and far more efficiently protected, than they
had been under the rule of the Byzantine emperor,
whose persistent and perfidious intrigues, joined to
the insensate jealousies of the nobles, and the demands
of such foreign mercenaries as Roger de Flor and his
Catalans, put any approach to good and impartial
government out of the question. The civil wars be-
tween the rival emperors had reduced the empire
to a mere shadow of its former extent. " Many
provinces were lost for ever, and the Greek race
was expelled from many districts. The property
of the Greeks was plundered, their landed estates
were confiscated, and even their families were often
reduced to slavery. . . . The landed property and the
military power, with the social influence they con-
ferred, passed into the hands of the Serbians, the
Albanians, the Genoese, and the Ottoman Turks;
and after the middle of the fourteenth century we
find foreign names occupying an important place in
the history of Macedonia, Epirus, and Greece, and
Serbian and Albanian chiefs attaining a position of
almost entire independence. ... In Asiathe empire
retained little more than Skutari and afew forts; in
Thrace, it was bounded by a line drawn from the
Gulf of Burgas carried north of Adrianople to Cavala
on the Aegean; in Macedonia, it retained Thessa
lonica and the adjoining peninsulas, but thfi Serbians
completely hemmed in thisfragment on the land side;
it also held portions of Thessaly and Epinis, and the
Peloponnesus. The remaining fragments'of the em-
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pire consisted of a few islands in the Aegear. Sea
which had escaped the domination of the Vene ians
the Genoese, and the Knights of St. John ; and of the
cities of Philadelphia and Phocaea, which still recog-
nized the suzerainty of Constantinople, though sur-
rounded by the territories of the emirs of Aydin and
Saru-Khan. Such were the relics of the Byzantine
Empire, which were now burdened with the main-
tenance of two emperors, three empresses, and an
augmented list of despots, sebastocrators, and salaried
courtiers." *

In all these twenty years of peace there had been
a friendly understanding between Orkhan and the
Emperors Andronicus and Cantacuzenus,and the latter
had—with that curious contempt for the decencies
of family relations which characterized the Christian!
during the whole period of Ottoman triumph —
given his daughter Theodora in marriage to the
sexagenarian Moslem, despite the differences of
creed and age. Cantacuzenus and Anne the Em-
press-Regent stopped at nothing to conciliate the
Ottoman Sultan and win his aid in their domestic
struggles. Their usual fee was to allow the Turk to
ravage one of their provinces, and carry off into
slavery as many Christians as he pleased. Ducas the
historian says that the empress purchased Orkhan's
assistance by allowing him to transport Christians
to Skutari for sale in Asia, " thus rendering the
Asiatic suburb of Constantinople the principal dep6t
of the trade in Greek daves"? Orkhan visited his
father-in-law at this convenient mart, which still

! Finlay, iii. 446 8. * 1bid., iii. 443.
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longed to the emperor, and there seemed little prospect
of a-rupture in their amity.

An opportunity however occurred very soon. The
struggle which was then going on between the two
great maritime powers of the Mediterranean, the Vene-
tians and the Genoese, found afrequent meeting-place
on the Bosphorus, where the latter held Galata, a
suburb of Constantinople. The Venetians, who were
destined for centuries to be the most determined foes
of the Turks, had already aroused Orkhan's anger, and
helost no time in giving his support to their rivals.
Out of this alliance came thefirst entrance of the Turk
upon European soil. SuleymagPasha, Orkhan's eldest
son, who had already operated with success in the
Balkan provinces, crossed the BreUgsgont j)n a couple
of rafts,, with eighty followers* and surprized the castle
of Tzympe. In afewdays it was garrisoned by three
thousand Ottoman soldiers. Cantacuzenus was too busy
with the hostility of his son-in-law, John Palaeologus,
to resist this unprovoked invasion ; he even sought the
assistance of the Sultan against his rival. More Turks
were accordingly sent over to reinforce Suleyman's
command; Palaeologus was beaten ; but the Ottomans
had won their foothold in Europe. In 1358 an earth-
guake overthrew the cities of Thrace; housescrumbled
to the ground, and eventhewalls and fortificationsfell
upon the trembling earth, while the terrified inhabi-
tants fled from their shaking homes. Among the rest,
the walls around Gallipoli fell down, the people de-

" serted the city, and over the ruins the Turks marched
it dt. The Emperor in vain protested ; Orkhan declared
PerePProvidence had opened the city to his troops, and
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he could not disregard so clear an instance of divine
interposition.  The civil war which still raged left
Cantacuzenus small leisure for attending to anything
but the attacks of Palaeologus. The, shore of the
Hellespont was quickly garrisoned with Ottoman
soldiers, and the first fatal step had been permitted
which led to the conquest of the empire, and the
perpetual menace of Europe for severa centuries.

Orkhan died in 1359. He had lived to carry his
arms to" the confines'of Asia Minor, and had even
seen his horse-tails flying on the western shores aif
the Hellespont. His son Murad |I. , Y who succeeded
him Suleyman, the elder brother, had died before
his father), was to lead the Ottoman armies as far as
the Danube.

A native satirist said of the Greeks: "(they are
formed of three parts: their tongue speaks one thing,
their mind meditates another, and their actions accord
with neither.") H”there beea.but the Greek Empire
to subdue, it is possible that the fourteenth century
might have seen the. fall of Constantinople. Adria-
nople (1361), and soon after Phj}ippQpolisr succumbed
upon the onslaught of Mjurild,, and Macedonia and
Thrace, or the modern Rjyjriglia, were now Ottoman
provinces. The Republic of Ragusa concluded a com-
mercial treaty with the Ottomans in 1365, by which it
placedjtself under their protection; and it is said thati
IVfurad signed the treaty, for lack of a pen, with hig
open hand, over which he had smeared some ink, in

! Murad is often written Amurath by European*. So BSyczld
(Bajazet), Suleyman (Soliman), Mohammed (Mahomet), &c. We
have retained the correct spelling.
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the manner of Eastern sedls. This veritable sign-
manual is believed to be the origin of the tughra or
Sultan's cipher, which has ever since appeared on the
coinage and the official documents of the Turks.

But the Sultan had other foes to reckon with
besides worn-out imperialists and time-serving re-
publics. To say nothing of danger from behind, in
Asia, there was a belt of warlike peoples beyond the
Balkan, who were made of very different stuff from
the emasculate Greeks. Behind the empire were
ranged the vigorous young Slavonic races of Serbia
and Bosnia, the Bulgarians, and the Vlachs, with
their traditions of Roman descent, the Skipitars of
Albania, a hardy race of mountaineers, and, above
all, the Magyars of Hungary, who, with their neigh-
bours the Poles, formed for three centuries the chief
bulwark of Christendom against the swelling tide of
Mohammedan invasion. In 1364 the first encounter
between the northern Christians and the invaders
took place on the banks of the Maritza, near Adria-
nople, whither Louis | ., King of Hungary and Poland,
and the princes of Bosnhia, Serbia, and Wallachia,
pushed forward to put an end once for all to the rule
of the Ottoman in Europe. Lala  Shahin,Murad's
commander in chief, could not muster more than
half the number of troops that the Christians brought
against him; but he took advantage of the state of
drunken revelry in which the too confident enemy
was plunged to make a sudden night attack, and
the army of Hungary, heavy with deep after its
riotous festivities, was suddenly aroused by the beat-
ing of the Turkish drums and the shrill music of their
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fifes. The Ottomans were upon them before they
could stand to arms. "They were like wild beasts
scared from their lair," says the Turkish historian,
Sa'd-ud-dIn; "speeding from the field of fight to the
waste of flight, those abjects poured into the stream
Maritza and were drowned." To this day the spot is
called Sirf Sndnghi, " Serbs' rout."

For the present the Turks were satisfied with re-
pelling the enemy ; but before long they resolved
upon carrying the war into the territories of their
foes. Thus far the Ottomans had only possessed
themselves of less than a quarter of modern Turkey.
Leaving Albania for the present out of the question,
we may compare the eastern and greater part of
Turkey in Europe to a flag bearing a St. George's
cross. From east to west, the range of Haemus, or
the Balkan, dividesit into two well-marked divisions,
and the arms which these mountains stretch forth
to the north and south complete the cross. Of
the two upper quarters, that to the west was an-
ciently known as Upper Moesia, and had become the
kingdoms of Serbia and Bosnia; that to the east was
Lower Moesia, or Bulgaria. The lower squares repre-
sent Thrace and Macedonia, and together form what
was known as Rumelia. Of these four portions, the
Ottomans so far possessed only the south-eastern, or
Thrace, the whole of which, with the exception of the
country immediately surrounding Constantinople, now
owned their sway. In 1373, however, by the capture of
Cavala, Serez, and other places, they annexed most
of Macedonia, and pushed their frontier almost up
to the great mountain range which divides Rumelia
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from Albania. Two of the four quarters of the square
had thus been subdued, and in 1375 the Ottoman
armies marched north to reduce the rest. Crossing
the Balkan they took Nissa, the birthplace of Con-
stantine the Great and one of the strongest fortresses
of the Byzantine Empire. After asiege of twenty-five
days the city capitulated, and the Despot of Servia,
attacked in the heart of his kingdom, obtained peace
on condition of his paying an annual tribute of a
thousand pounds of silver, and furnishing a thousand
horsemen to the Ottoman armies. TheKral of Bul-
gariadid not wait to be conquered, but humbly begged
for mercy, which was granted on his paying, not tri-
bute, but what he preferred—his daughter. Thus
was the greater part of the two northern quarters
made tributary to the Sultan. The Greek Emperor,
who had not scrupled to become a convert to the
Latin Church in order (as he vainly hoped) to secure
the aid of the Pope and the Catholic Powers, finding
the Ottomans irresistible, declared himself a vassal of
Murad.

At the same time a further addition was made,
in a peaceful manner, to the Ottoman dominions in
Asia. Murad seized the opportunity of a period of
tranquility to solemnize the marriage of his son
Bayczld with the daughter of the prince of Kermiyan,
one of the ten states that had grown out of the
Seljuk kingdom. The bride brought the greater part
of her fathers dominions as a dowry to the young
Turk, and the province of Kermiyan with its chief cities
was thus peacefully added to the Ottoman Empire.
The wedding was celebrated at Brusa with the utmost
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pomp. Representatives came from the remainder of
the Ten States, the lords of Aydin, of Kastamuni, of
Mentesha, and Karaman, and the rest; and am-
bassadors arrived from the Sultan of Egypt. They
brought Arab steeds, Greek slave-girls, and the won-
derful silk stuffs of Alexandria. Gold platesfilledwith
gold coins, silver dishes full of silver coins, jewelled
cups and basins, were among the presents, all of
which were given away by the Sultan to his guests.
The keys of the castles of Kermiyan, however, he
accepted from the bride, and with these he did not
part. At the same time Murad purchased from its
tuier the territory of Hamid, with its cities of
Akshehr, Begshehri, and others, and thus united
under his rule four out of the ten Seljukian states.
Sultanoni, Karasi, Kermiyan, and Hamid now formed
part of the Ottoman territory ; and ten years later
Bayezid overran the whole of the remaining states
and reduced the entire kingdom of the Seljuks.




KOSOVO AND NICOPOLIS.
(1380-1402.)

MEANWHILE the yearly drain of the Christians
to recruit the corps of the Janissaries was exciting
the anger of the princes of the north. The Turks
had indeed reached the Danube ; but they were not
toTemain undisturbed in their wide dominion. The
Slavs were not yet subdued. They determined on
another effort to expel the enemy from Europe,
Serbia, Bosnia, and Bulgaria led the crusade; Al -
bania, Wallachia, Hungary joined ; Poland sent her
contingent. The rest of Europe was too closely
occupied with its own affairs, or too much a prey to
ignoble rulers, to spare any interest for the struggle
that was going on in the Balkan Peninsula. Still
the confederates were able to muster a formidable
array, and their first move was a success. They fell
upon an Ottoman army in Bosnia in 1388, and
killed three-fourths of its twenty thousand men.
Murad was not disposed to sit still under this affront,
and his general, All Pasha forthwith crossed the
Balkan by the Derbend Pass, descended upon

Shumla, seized Tirnova, and brought Sisvan the Kral
2



BATTLE OF KOSOVO. 43

of Bulgaria to his knees. Besieged in Nicopolis, the
prince surrendered, and Bulgaria was immediately
annexed to the Ottoman Empire, of which the Danube
now formed the northern frontier.

Lazarusthe Serbian, though deprived of hisBulgarian
ally, was not yet daunted. He challenged Murad to
battle, and the opposing forces met (1389) on the plain
of Kosovo by the banks of the river Shinitza. Serbs,
Bosnians, Skipitars, Poles, Magyars, and Vlachs were
massed on the north side of the stream ; on the
south were the Ottomans under Murad himself, sup-
ported by his vassals and allies of Europe and Asia.
The Sultan spent the night before the battle in
prayer for the help of God and a martyr's death,
for likje:all true Moslems he coveted the crowning
glory of dying in fight with the Infidels; and in the
morning he saw an answer to his petitions in the
rain which laid the clouds of dust that were driving
blindingly in the faces of the Turkish troops. When
the sky cleared, the two armies came forward and
were drawn up in battle array. Lazarus commanded
the centre of the Christian line, his nephew Vuk
Brankovtch the right, and Tvarko the king of
Bosnia the left. On the Turkish side, Murad himseif
was in the centre, his sens Bayezld and Y a'kub com-
manded the right and left wings, and Haydar ranged
his artillery on the brow of the hill behind the main
body. The battle was long and obstinately con-
tested ; at one time the leff "wing of"the Turks
wavered, but its courage was restored by the charge
of Bayezld, whose rapidity of action had earned him
the name of Yildirim, "Thunderbolt" He raged
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through , the ranks of the enemy, brandishing a
mighty iron mace, and felling all who came in his
way. With such fury did he renew thefight, that the
" Turks, which before as men discouraged fled in the
left wing, began now to turn again upon their
enemies ; and the Christians, having as they thought
already got the victory, wereto begin a great battle.
In which bloody fight many thousands fell on both
sides ; the brightness of the armour and weapons
was as it had been the lightning ; the multitude of
lances and other horsemen's staves shadowed the light
of the sun; arrows and darts fell so fast that a
man would have thought they had poured down
from heaven; the noise of the instruments of war,
with the neighing of horses and the outcries of men,
were so terrible and great, that the wild beasts of
the mountain stood astonied therewith; and the
Turkish histories, to express the tenor of the day,
vainly say that the angels in heaven, amazed with
that hideous noise, for that time forgot the heavenly
hymns wherewith they always glorify God. About
noontide of the day, the fortune of the Turks prevailing,
the Christians began to give ground, and at length
betook themselvesto plain flight: whom the Turks
with all their force pursued and slew them down-
right, without number or mercy."! The field, says
the Turkish chronicler, was like a tulip bed, with its
ruddy severed heads and rolling turbans.

But the battle was not to end without an irreparable
loss to the Turks. Milosh Kobilovich, a Serbian
warrior, made his way to the Sultan's presence, on

! Knolles and Rycaut, " The Turkish History," i. 138.
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pretext of important tidings to be communicated
to his private ear ; and, when he was brought before
him, suddenly plunged his dagger into the Sultan's
body. The assassin was hewn to pieces by the
guard; but his work had been effectual. Murad
died in his tent, after ordering the charge of his
reserve which completed the victory. With his
dying voice he ordained the execution of Lazarus
the Serbian king, who had been made
Milosh Kobilovich, for this treacheroi
tion, has ever since been regarded as a
Aswith Harmodius and Aristogitonin ?
and Charlotte Corday in modern Frr
miny of betrayal has been absolved
consideration of the utility of the res
thus becomes a sort of inverted hero
. In consequence of this misfortune
since been prescribed in Ottoman
stranger shall be presented to the
by two courtiers, who hold him
thus prevent any treacherous atte
tion is no longer insisted on ; but
century foreign ambassadors *
to approach the Sultan too close
"This [Murad or] Amurath'
more zealous than any other of
man of great courage, and in ;
nate ; he made greater "laughl
both his father and grandfa
Asia he greatly enlarged by t
purchase ; and, using the di.
the Grecian princes to his
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part of Thracia, called Rumania, with the territories
thereto adjoining, leaving unto the Emperor of Con-
stantinople little or nothing more in Thracia than
the imperial city itself, with the bare name of an
emperor almost without an empire; he won a great
part of Bulgaria and entered into Serbia, Bosnia,
and Macedonia; he was liberal and withal severe,
>f his -nSects both beloved and feared, a man of
rds and one that could dissemble deeply,

n when he was three score and jjght

d had therefore reigned thirty-one, in

ur Lord [1389]. His dead body was

nveyed into Asia, and there royally

1 in a fair chapel at the west end of

nto the baths there, where upon his

oldier's cloak, with a little Turkish

liffering from those great turbans

now wear. Near unto the same

three lances with three horse-tails

oper end of them, which he used

wars"! On the plain of Kosovo

mark the spots where Milosh

~ed himself from the onslaught

rd, and a chapel shows the place

Bayezld, the " Bajazet" of old
ultan by thearmy; and in sight
s fath T, the new ruler imme-
er Ya'kub, who had fought
e day. The murder of their
vard tc be a principle of

les, i. p. 139.
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Ottoman succession. Murad himself had cruelly put
to death his son Saveji, when he rebelled against him ;
and Bayezld was equally determined to have norivals
to disturb hisstate. " Sedition is worse than slaughter,
says the Koran, and acting on that adage the Sultans
of Turkey for centuries provided against revolution
by putting out of the way every male heir who could
possibly be a candidate for the throne. The custom
was barbarous enough, but it at least procured the
desired result; and for five hundred years the Otto-
man Empire has suffered little from civil strife among
relations.

Bayezld soon brought the Serbian war to aclose. His
armies pushed on toVidin, and, turning south, took
Karatova with its valuable silver mines, and placed a
Turkish colony in Uskub. Stephen, the son of Lazarus,
was eager to conclude peace, and atreaty was arranged
by which the Serbian king agreed, as vassal of the
Ottoman, to furnish a contingent to his wars, to give
his' Sister to wife to the Sultan, and to pay a yearly
tribute from the proceeds of the silver mines.The
Lady Despina soon came to exercise a great influence
over her Turkish husband : " Of all his wives he held
her dearest, and for her sake restored to her brother
Stephen the city and castle of Semendriaand Colum-
barium in Serbia; she allured him to drink wine
forbidden the Turks by.their law,and caused him to
delight in sumptuous banquets, which his predecessors
never did."*

"Serbia was now no longer exposed to Ottoman
incuisions; but there was not yet peace on the Danub'

! Knolles, i. 143.

5
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In the following year, Bayezld overran Wallachia, and
itsprince, Myrche, submitted in 1392, when hisprovince
became tributary to the Turks. Recalled to Asia by
an attack from the Prince of Karaman, Bayezld swept
likeawhirlwind over the provinces of AsiaMinor, and
brought all the land to his sway. Master of the whole
of the Seljuk kingdom of Rum, and of most of the
country between the Bosphorus and the Danube,
he was solemnly invested with the title of " Sul-
tan" by the Abbaside Khalif—who was maintained in
puppet state at the Mamluk Court at Cairo, and exer-
cised what remained of the spiritual authority of the
once mighty Khalifs of Damascus and Baghdad.’
Intoxicated by success, the Sultan now gave himself
up to the pleasures of sense ; he drank the forbidden
wine, and indulged in the gross vices that have too
constantly degraded therulers of the Ottoman Empire,
yetMJhisl sensuality could not quench the general and
soldier in him. Hearing that a new and formidable
combination was forming against him in Europe, he
shook off his sloth and luxury, and crossed the Bos-
phorus with all the ancient energy which had procured
him his title of " Thunderbolt." It is asingular fact,
that however indolent and besotted a Turk may
appear, you have but to put a sword in his hand, and

"It is commonly dtated that Bayezld was the first to adopt this title ;
but coins still preserved in the British Museum and esewhere, prove
that both Orkhan and Murad I. styled themsdves Sultan on their
official currency. Of Othman there are no coins in exisence, and it is
probable that the right to coin was first assumed by Orkhan. Bayezid's

sumption of the title of Sultan was only so far novel that it re-

d the sanction of the titular head of the Mohammedan reli-
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he will fire up and fight like a hero. The fighting
spit_seems to"be inherent in.Ihe race.

The league that was gathering against him was
indeed enough to dismay any sovereign. Sigismund
of Hungary was not the man to sit still after defeat.
He had been disgracefully routed in 1392, when
he had invaded Bulgaria, and Kosovo and the humi-
liation of Serbia were events too recent to be easily
forgotten. The Hungarians were not, like some of
the other adversaries of the Turks, members of what
they considered the heretical, or as it styles itself the
"Orthodox," Greek Church. So long as the Turks
waged war upon such heretics, the Latin Church was
content to let them alone. But Hungary was Catholic,
and at Sigismund's request the Pope took up the
cause, and in 1394 proclaimed, a, crusade against the
Moslems. Al the' Courts of Europe were besieged
with demands for volunteers in the Holy War.
France.sent a body of men-at-arms under the Count
of Nevers to the support of the King of Hungary, and
many knights of renown came with their retainers to
join in the crusade. They were to defeat the Turks,
cross the Hellespont, and rescue the Holy Land from
the infidels. Among them were the Count de la
Marche, three cousins of the French king, Philippe
of Artois, Count of Eu and Constable of France, and
many more of theflower of the French chivalry. The
Count of Hohenzollern and the Grand Master of the
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem came with their
followers. The Elector Palatine brought a company
of Bavarian knights ; Myrche with his Vlachs and
Sisman with his Bulgarians joyfully fchrew off the
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Turkish yoke, broke all their vows, and joined the
league.

The alies marched through Serbia, whose king
alone remained true to his treaty with Bayezld, and
his lands were therefore plundered ; they took
Vidin and Orsova, and, mustering sixty thousand
men, sat down before the strong city of Nicopolis,
which, with Vidin, Sistova, and Silistria, formed the
four great frontier fortresses on the Danube. They
were held by Turkish garrisons, and to re-take them
was now the ardent desire of the Christian army.
Vidin had aready surrendered ; Nicopolis was the
next to be attacked. Six days they pressed the siege
by land and river, yet the Ottoman governor refused
to surrerfder.  The French knights, however, were not
disturbed by this obstinacy, which was oT the utmost
value in detaining the invading army until the Sultan
should come up with them ; they ridiculed the mere
thought of Bayezld's advance, declared that he would
not dare to cross the Hellespont, and, betaking them-
sdlves to the wine and women that they had brought
in shiploads down the Danube, they boasted in their
cups that were the sky to fall they would hold it up
with their spears.

When scouts brought word that the Sultan was
within six hours' march of Nicopolis, thejovial boon-
fellows laughed them to scorn, and Marshal Boucicault
threatened to have the bearers' ears cut off for raising a
fasealarm. Bayezld heard of these "brave words," and
In return swore that hewould stable his horse at the high
altar of St. Peter's at Rome. He was upon the allies
before they could credit their eyes. When the Turkish
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troops were seen advancing in their usua perfect disci-
pline, the young French nobles full of wineand conceit,
clamoured to begin the fight, and disregarding the coun-
seTof Sigismund, who knew that the practice of the
Turks was to put their worst troops in the van of
battle, the hot-headed Frenchmen charged madly upon
the foe after first celebrating the occasion by a mas-
sacre of Turkish prisoners who had vainly trusted to
their word of honour. Down they charged upon the
Turkish front, and falling like a whirlwind upon the
luckless skirmishers, whom Bayezld had thrown for-
ward, cut them in pieces. Hacking right and left, the
chivalry of France rode over their bodies, till they
reached the Janissaries who were drawn up behind
them ; ten thousand of theflower of the Turkisharmy
fell, before the Janissaries took refuge under cover of
the cavalry. Still unchecked, the triumphant cavaliers
rode pell-mell at the famous squadrons of the Sipahls,
and five thousand horsemen went down before their
stormy charge. Right through the third line of the
enemy they rode, exulting in their victory; and ascend-
ing the high ground beyond, where they expected to
e but the flying ruck of the Ottomans—they suddenly
found themselves confronted by a forest of forty thou-
sand lances, the main body of the Turkish army. Then
they remembered, too late, the counsel of Sigismund;
and seized with panic fear, the knighthood of France
broke up and fled" for Its very life, purrsud by the
hoorsmen of Asia" Admiral" Jean de Vienne, brave
man, bethought him of the shame he was having

away f and gatherii he
1 S " The Story



56 KOSOVO AND NICOPOLIS.

cried, " God forbid that we should save our lives at the
cost of our honour ;" so they plunged into the thick
of the enemy, and died the death of the soldier.

The Christian infantry could not witness this
fearful flight without dismay ; the Hungarians and
Vlachs on the right and left wings of the main
body took to their heels. The centre alone stood
firm, where the king's own Magyar followers, the
Styrians under Hermann Count of Cilli, and the
Bavarians under the Elector, covered the retreat ot
the French cavaliers, and advanced in serried ranks,
twelve thousand strong, against the Turks. Despite
their scanty numbers, they drove back the Janissaries
and came to close combat with the Sipahis, whom
they threatened to overthrow, when Stephen of Serbia,
faithful to his oath, led his five thousand' Slavs upon
the Christians and won the day for his master the
Sultan. The battle was at an end; the remnant of
the Christian army was cut down round the royal
standard, and Sigsmund was dragged away from the
fatal field by the Count of Cilli and hurried into a
boat by which he reached the Venetian fleet which
was waiting to cooperate with the army at the mouth
of the Danube. Instead of joining in attack, the
task of the Venetians was narrowed to saving the few
surviving leaders of a vanished host.

Bayezid was left victorious on .thehard won field.
As he rode among the mountains of the slain he wept
tears of rage to sec how many of his bravest warriors
had fallen before the furious onslaught of the French
and the steady desperation of Sigismund's attack-
He resolved to avenge their death by a fearful retri-
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bution upon the captives. Tenthousand prisoners of
war were brought before him the next day, and after
"summoning the Count of Nevers to witness his
vengeance, and permitting him to select twenty-four
knights for ransom, he gave orders that the rest
of the captives should be slaughtered. Company
alter company, the stout knights and squires of
France, the soldiers of Germany, of Bavaria, of Styria,
of Hungary, were led before the Sultan, and there, in
the sight of the Count of Nevers and his twenty-
four companions, were pitilessly butchered. One
Schildberger, who was himself present, saved by the
intercession of Bayezld's son, and who lived to re-
turn to his native Munich after thirty years of cap-
tivity, tell us how he saw his comrades massacred in
heaps by the Janissaries and the common executioners;
from daybreak till four in the afternoon the Sultan
sat watching the agonies of his enemies, till at last
his own officers, moved perhaps by pity and disgust,
or else by regret at the loss of so many marketable
slaves, begged him to make an end of the butchery
and send the remainder of the prisoners into captivity.

Thousands however had already paid the penalty
of death. Froissart says—

“ @hen they were all brought before Lamora-
baguy naked in theiv ghpttes, and he behelde them
a [ptell and than meanen fro them warde, and mave
& spgne that they shulde be all glapne, and go thep
were brought through the saraspng thar hab redy
naked sworhes fn their handeg, and go slagne and
bewen all to peces withour mevey, Thig couell



58 KOSOVO AND NICOPOLIS.

fugtpce bid Lamorabaquy that dape, by the wihirhe
mo than thre jundred gentiemen of dybers nacyong
wete tourmented and glapne for the {ove of gob, on
tohoge goutes Feau habe merep,”

In the following year the Count of Nevers and the
surviving knights were ransomed. Froissart tells the
story of their leavetaking with the Sultan. When the
Count approached to thank him for his kindness and
courtesy during their captivity, Bayezld said, through
an interpreter—

*“Johan, T knowe well rhow arte a areat lorde fn
thy countrep, any sonne to a great lotde ; thou are
ponge, and pecaduenture ghall bheare gome blame
anv ghame thar this aduencure harh fallen to the
in thp tyvate chybalry ; anb to ercuge thpgseife of
this blame and 1o vecouer thyne Honour, peraduen:
tiee thou wplt aggemble a pupggaunte of men, and
come and make warte agapngt me ; 7 were in
toute ov feare therof, or thou depacted § ghulde
tauge the swece by thy lawe and fapthe thar neuer
fhou not none of thy company shulde heave avmure
o make warre agaynst me; but T wpll norher
nake the nor none of thy company to make any
guthe othe ov promegae, but J wpll that whan thou
arte retourned and arte at thy pleaguce, rapse what
pupggaunce thou twplte, and gpare nat, but come
agapnst me, thou ghalt fynhe me alwapes renp
o tecepue the and thp company in the felde in
plapne bataple ; and thig chat F sap, shewe it to
Wwhome thy Ipste, for F am able to do dedesg of
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armes and ever redy to conquere furether into
caydendom. These hygh mordes the erle of
Meuers undersode wel, and so dyd his company :
they thought on it after as long as they isued.”



v.

TIMUR THE TARTAR.
(1402.)

T H E battle of Nicopolis had placed Bayezid at the
summit of power. He issued boastful despatches
to the chief potentates of the East announcing his
triumph, and, in order to convince them of its verity
by tangible evidence, he sent them by his mes
sengers presents of Christian daves taken from the
conquered nations. Nothing now could exceed the
pride and arrogance of the Turkish Sultan. Lord
of the lands of the Greek Empire as far as the
Danube, and of Asia to the banks of the Euphrates, he
dreamed