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Art and Letters: Vol XXIV: No. 2. Sfecond Issue for 1950 : p. 64.

...... Mr. Archer then pointed out that it was in the 1920s that the
tremendous upsurge of national feelings evoked a new interest in traditional poetry,
and amongs those who felt this need for g national literature was Devendra Satyarthi,
& Hindu poet from the Punjab, who said that ‘a nation reborn must be inspired by
its folk-songs.’ *It was that passionate desire for a national literature that compelled
Ram Naresh Tripathi to make his collection of Bhojpuri songs and Rakesh to record
the songs of Mithila,” said Mr. Archer. “This was the moving forco beh'nd the
work of Jasimuddin in Bengal, and it inspired Devendra Satyarthi to undertake his
tsmous journeys, in which he would set off ‘with scarcely arupee’and hitch-hike

from village to village all over India, cooxing peasants to sing their songs. In this
way he collected over 3 lakhs of songs.”’ 1
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