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Fore-word

If we leave aside the romantic figure of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, nobody else has attained that
mystical and heroic  splendour as Babu Subhas
Chandra Bose. He is almost a myth., He has da-
zzled and attracted the vouthful mind like a comet.
He has held a place of his own in the Indian  Arena.
and in the heart of every patriot he has made a
shrine for himself- There are many today in India
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who can Iny claim to the great sacrifices they have
made in the country’s cause. But few perhaps
have to equal Subhas Bose’s unique claims.

He was a very young man when he answered
the call of the country. In some the stirring is slow
and cautious. But in our hero, it was sudden, almost
violent. His subsequent career was almost of
tearing speed. The country caught a glimpse of
this brave voung man in a shining armour of daunt-
less courage and with the plume of defiance flying
high. Tlc knew no fears, no doubts, his path was
a straight road to him. He sped along it, leaping
over bhoulders, sweeping across desert sands, splash-
ing through waters, pushing on, ever on the race.
The echoes of his footsteps resounded from
Himalavas to Cape Comorin, the reflection of his
stealy spirit sparkled in every eye - and before we
hardly lcarnt to lisp his name, we know we had
been conquered.

The Congress leadership of to-day has more or
less mounted the ladder leaning on the arm of the
Mahatma. Many of them even to-day sail under
his glory. Not so Subhas Bose. His spirit of
independence has been almost exemplary, indepen-
dent in ideology, thought and action alike, he has
set the youth a noble example.  Great though
the leaders may be, greater though the need for
discipline, still above all, rcal greatness lies in being
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true to one’s convictions and having the courage to
stand by them, to openly confess and nractise them.
That is what this idol of Bengal has b::n anl has
taught us. There were several things on which he
differed from the others, he even dared to differ
from Gandhiji, an unchallenged leader in these days,
whom none dare question.  But Subhas Bose valued
truth to cheap popualarityy bought at the sacrifice of
his beliefs and convictionss There are not a few
amongst us to-day who pretend their adherence to
truth and non-violence, all the time violating their
own true beliefs and convictions and indulging in
false expressions of faith when they have none in
their hearts. They could learn the value of truth
from our young leader, who risked his popularity,
his position, and his future for truth, for his convi-
ctions. There was even a good deal of prejudice
created against him in the minds of even some of
our lcaders and many were the injustices which
Subhas Bose silently suffered. His future became
almost dim at one time. But those who had faith
in truth, knew he must triumph some day, and he
has. He has emerged from that cruel fire, all the
vreater, finer and more resplendent. He has won
success, admiration and homage even from his
adversaries. The prejudices and suspicions have
melted away belore the fire of his strength and
courage.
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To few parhans nature has been so unkind and
ruthless as to Subhas Babu. She has been a natural
ally of the Imperialist Power and ruthlessly per-
secuted him. That colossus of 1928 who proudly
captained the Congress army at Calcutta, is today
a frail, pale figure. But the fire has not diminished
even by a degree, the courage lessened by an ounce-
His speech at the Calcutta A, I. C. C. on
the question of the political prisoners will long be
remembered. The eves shone like two bright orbs,
the voice rose and fell in stern thunderous tones,
the audience swayed decply roused. Stillit is
heart-breaking to sece what ravages nature has
wrought on him. His interminable incarcerations,
the persecution he was subjected, the long exile he
suffered from, all have gone to shatter his health.
But we hope he will soon be restored to complete
health and be able to be amidst us for many years, to
inspire, guide and help us to our Goal of Liberty.

Mangalcre Kamaladevi
29-11-1937
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“ What supports me ? Dost thou ask:
The Conscience, Friend,
to have lost them overply’d
In Liberty’s defence, my noble task,
Of which all Europe rings
from side to side.
- Milton.
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