UNIVERSAL
LIBRARY

OU_216911

AdVvddlT
1VSHdAINN






OSMANIA UHIVERSITY LIBRARY
Czll No Q((R 667 / TEIE . Accession No. 378&{
Author T?uuml_y am ., G. M. : '

T £y g lamd  twnden Quesw Bape. Ut g

This bock should be returned on or before the date last marked below.







ENGLAND UNDER QUEEN ANNE

BLENHEIM



Works by
George Macaulay Trevelyan, O.M.

ENGLISH SOCIAL HISTORY
HISTORY OF ENGLAND

BRITISH HISTORY IN THE NINETEENTH
CENTURY AND AFTER

ENGLAND UNDER QUEEN ANNE :
* BLENHEIM
** RAMILLIES AND THE UNION WITH
SCOTLAND
*** THE PEACE AND THE PROTESTANT
SUCCESSION
ENGLAND IN THE AGE OF WYCLIFFE
GREY OF FALLODON
GARIBALDI AND THE MAKING OF ITALY
GARIBALDI AND THE THOUSAND

GARIBALDI AND THE DEFENCE OF THE
ROMAN REPUBLIC






LONDON.AXD ITS ENVIRONS SHORTLY BEFORE QUEEN ANNE's ACCESSION.
(From map in Gibson's edition of Camden's Britannia, 1695)




ENGLAND UNDER QUEEN ANNE

BLENHEIM

BY

GEORGE MACAULAY TREVELYAN, O.M.

MASTER OF TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE

WITH MAPS

LONGMANS, GREEN AND CO
LONDON « NEWYORK + TORONTO



LONGMANS, GREEN AND CO. LTD
6 & 7 CLIFFORD STREET, LONDON, W.I

LONGMANS, GREEN AND CO. INC.
55 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 3

LONGMANS, GREEN AND CO.
215 VICTORIA STREET, TORONTO |

ALSO AT MELBOURNE AND CAPE TOWN
ORIENT LONGMANS LTD
BOMBAY, CALCUTTA, MADRAS

First Edition . . September 1930

New Impression (three times) October 1930

New Impressions December 1930, January
1931 , December 1932,
September 1935

Cheaper Reissue . . September 1936

New Impressions September 1941, May
1945, April 1946,
July 1948

Printed in England
BALLANTYNE & Co.LTD.
London & Colchester



PREFACE

| HOPE to complete the history of England under Queen Anne.
But the present volume,can be published and read by itself,
forithasitsown unit of movement and itsown climax : all
roads in it, foreign and domestic, lead to Blenheim. | do
not, therefore, feel that any apology is due to readers for
presenting them with this fragment of history, provided
| can account to them for the omission of everything
Scottish, everything Irish and most things Colonial. | have
thought that each of these three subjects can be better
treated en bloc at a later stage. There are, indeed, dis-
advantages in failing to record Scottish affairs for 1702—4
in their chronological order in this volume. The absence
of the ' Scottish Plot' and the Act of Security from the
history even of the English Parliament in those years, is
decidedly a blemish. But it is a choice of evils, and the
disadvantage of breaking up the presentation of the Scottish
scene and story seems to me the greater.  The next volume
will, among other things, deal at large with the whole
matter of the passing of the Union and its causes, from
start to finish. Ireland plays avery much smaller part than
Scotland in Anne's reign, but | think the Irish scene also
will be better described in a later volume.

In order that the general reader should not have his
attention distracted by a heap of references, that mean little
to him, at the foot of nearly every page, | have put the
references together at the end of the volume.

For my part, | cannot abandon the older ideal of
History that was once popular in England, that the same
book should make its appeal both to the general reader and
to the historical student. In these latter days there tends
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to be division. It isright there should be division in some
cases, but it is right that in other cases the older unity
should be attempted.

The materials, printed and unprinted, for the reign of
Queen Anne are of high interest and of great abundance.
The Historical MSS. Commission has done well for us all
in printing so many volumes of documents from private
collections not ordinarily available, wisely leaving the
treasures of the British Museum and Record Office for the
student to examine in the original MSS., as he so easily may.
The Venerable Archdeacon Coxe, who did much more for
historical study a hundred years ago than is realised in the
patronisirrg notices of him in the Dictionary of National
Biography and elsewhere, among his other good deeds left
in the British Museum so many volumes of transcripts from
the Marlborough and Godolphin papers, that admission to
the Manuscript Room there is perhaps nearly as good as
admission to the original papers at Blenheim would have
been. If, after the harvesting by Coxe and the gleaning by
the Historical MSS. Commission, the papers in Blenheim
have still any important secrets to reveal, we shall shortly
know, when the work of family piety, for which the world
is so eagerly waiting, sees the light.* Meanwhile, | thank
the Duke of Marlborough for his personal courtesy to me.
There are in the British Museum, besides these Coxe MSS.,
the transcripts of Sir J. Macintosh, the Hatton Finch, the
Ellis and the Stepney papers, the L'Hermitkge transcripts
and numerous other collections, besides the diplomatic and
consular papers in the Record Office.

When the historian, inland-bred, deals with naval
matters, he is apt to be very much at sea | have had the
good fortune to be assisted in my navigation of the period
by the work of that great naval historian, Julian Corbett,
in the later chapters of his admirable England in the
Mediterranean. | have also been helped by the kind
criticisms of my friend Admiral Sir Herbert Richmond,
though | do not wish to suggest that he is responsible for
what | have written,

* 9nece thexe words were written M r . Winston Churchill'sfirst two volumes
hare come out ; alterations in my text due to them will he found on pp. 181, 326,
34$.
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As to the land war, Sir John Fortescue's first volume,
and Frank Taylor's Wars of Marlborough constitute an un-
usually good starting point for the study of the voluminous
contemporary records.

On the political side, some may think there is even
more open to dispute. Certainly there are a hundred
possible points of view. And yet | am struck by the
amount of general agreement among competent modern
historians as to the main outlines and issues of a reign
in which party spirit was so hot. Those particular heats
have burnt themselves out long ago. My debt to my
friend, Mr. Keith Feiling and his History of the Tory Party
will be clear to all scholars. If | have not produced
a new and startling theory about the policies and person-
alities of the Whigs, the High Tories and the Moderate
Tories, about the characters of Anne and Marlborough,
| can only plead, to those to whom the plea may seem
relevant, that any new and startling theory would have
been wrong. Only those who have not followed recent
historical writing will be surprised to find that | think
Anne had a policy of her own, independent of her
favourites.

If, indeed, the story of the great events and the great
men of our Augustan age could be told in its truth and
simplicity, as only the man of Athens could have told it,
it would move like afive-act tragedy from start to finish,
presenting in tui*n the overweening pride and the fall of
Louis, then, of Marlborough and of the Whigs, then of the
Tories in their turn, while, through the crash of each
successive crisis of war and politics, the fortune of England
moves forward on the tide of destiny. And what men that
little rustic England could breed ! A nation of five and
a half millions that had Wren for its architect, Newton
for its scientist, Locke for its philosopher, Bentley for
its scholar, Pope for its poet, Addison for its essayist,
Bolingbroke for its orator, Swift for its pamphleteer and
Marlborough to win its battles, had the recipe for genius,

| should like to express my gratitude to Lord Dart-
mouth for kindly inviting me to see the complete M SS. of
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his distinguished ancestor, of which only a part was pub-
lished by the Historical MSS. Commission. | am also
indebted to the kindness of the authorities of Christ Church,
of the Bodleian, of the Lambeth Library, and of the
Rijks-archief at the Hague. | must thank for their kind
help Colonel Goldney and several other officers of the
garrison of Gibraltar, the Librarian and, above all, my friend
the then Colonial Secretary, Major Hubert Young ; much
that | discovered with their assistance will be of even
more use in the next volume, when | come to the first
defence of the Rock by the English.

NOTE ON METHODS OF DATING

Readers will note the difference between the New Style
(N.S.) and OIld Style (O.S.) of reckoning dates. Until
1752 the English at home always used the OIld Style,
after 1700 eleven days behind the New Style of Gregory
X1I1's Calendar, current in all continental countries
except Russia.  Our sailors, on service at sea and on coast
operations like the taking of Gibraltar, generally used the
Old Style familiar at home. Our soldiers in the Nether-
lands and Germany generally but not always used the
New. Diplomats abroad most of them used the New, but
some the Old. | employ the O.S for home affairs ; and for
affairs outside England | put either Aug. 13,'N.S., or Aug. %s.

Anne came to the throne on March 8, 1702—at least,
SO we say now. But our ancestors called it March 8, 1701.
For, with them, the New Year began not on January 1,
but on March 25. March 24, 1701, was followed after
midnight by March 25, 1702. This is confusing to
modern students of old documents, who are liable to get
a year out in affairs occurring in January, February or early
March, particularly in Parliamentary affairs, as the normal
session was held in winter, astride of the two years.
The Lords' and Commons' Journals of Anne's reign change
from 1701 to 1702 only on March 25. AIll modern
histories, including this book, begin the new year at
January 1.
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ENGLAND UNDER QUEEN ANNE

CHAPTER |

England under Queen Anne. Defoe's picture of it. Forests and timber.
Arable and pasture. Markets and organisation. The life of that day
and our own compared. Wages. Poor Law. Yeomen. Freeholders
and elections. Game laws and shooting. Lake District and North-
umberland. Building and architecture.

T H E story of the reign of Queen Anneisno parochial theme.
It involves great issues, moves among brilliant societies, and
reveals distant landscapes. Whoever writes of the England
of that day must show Marlborough's many-coloured
columns winding along the banks of Rhine, Danube
and Maas ; English fleets heaving on Mediterranean and
Biscayan waters, or coasting the West Indian islands and
the misty Newfoundland shore ; Gibraltar's rock rising
into azure above unwonted smoke and uproar ; envoys
posting over land and ocean with Godolphin's gold and
Marlborough's persuasive counsel to half the Courts of
Europe from Lisbon to Moscow : nearer home, the
fashionable arena of sedan chairs and glass coaches between
St. James's Palace and the Parliament House, the battle
ground of political and literary intrigue in the days of Swift,
Addison and Pope—with Wren's dome in the distance still
rising to its completion above the masts of the river, and
beyond it the Tower, the workshop of Newton as Master
of the Mint.

But all these fine doings had their roots amid homely
scenes. Marlborough's war, like other wars,

Moved by her two main nerves, iron and gold.
And those sinews of Britain's strength were forged in

humbler surroundings than the world of patched cheeks

and full-bottomed wigs. So too the game of politics played
B
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by Sarah Churchill and Mrs. Masham, Bolingbroke and the
Lords of the Junto, was set and decided by the needs and
prejudices of common folk in manor house and village, in
port and market town. The island must first be surveyed
if we would understand Westminster or St. James's,
Blenheim or Utrecht.

When a survey is demanded of Queen Anne's island,
of its everyday life far distant from the Mall and yet farther
from the sound of war, our thoughts turn to Daniel Defoe,
riding solitary on that very quest. It was one of his tasks
to traverse Britain on tours of observation ; in the evenings,
at hisjourney's end, he wrote his report on local opinion to
his employer, Robert Harley, a mystery-man like himself,
and a lover of exact information secretly given. On
Sundays he would attend the Dissenters' Chapel, not
unobservant of his fellow-worshippers and their business
affairs. For besides being a trader, he was a Noncon-
formist, not indeed of the type laden with the proverbial
conscience, for Defoe could be all things to all men, but
a Puritan in his preference for solid work and homespun to
fashionable display. Like Cobbett who rode and wrote
about England a hundred years after him, he was a
realist and a man of the people, but he was not, like his
successor, half blinded by rage against the powers that be.
For the age of Anne was the prelude to a long eraof content,
and Defoe, more than Swift, was the typical man of his day.
Defoe, the trader, hailed the advent of the era of business
prosperity, as heartily as Cobbett, the disinherited yeoman,
bewailed the rural past. He first perfected the art of the
reporter ; even his novels are imaginary ' reports ' of daily
life, whether on a desert island or in a thieves' den. So
then, the account that this man gives of the England of
Anne's reign is for the historian a treasure indeed. For
Defoe was one of the first who saw the old world through
a pair of sharp modern eyes. His report can be controlled
and enlarged by great masses of other evidence, but it
occupies the central point of our thought and vision,*

* He published it in the reign of George I, but the tours on which he basd
his observations were largely taken in the early and middle years of Anne. The
first edition of the Tour through Great Britain (1724-27) has bemn edited and re-
published by Mr. Cole in 1927.
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Now this picture of England, drawn by Defoe in much
wealth of prosaic detail, leaves the impression of a healthy
national life, in which town and country, agriculture,
industry and commerce were harmonious parts of a single
economic system. Much indeed of the administrative
machinery of government, particularly of the ' poor decayed
borough towns' which Defoe despised, was antiquarian
lumber too religiously preserved. As yet no cry was raised
for Reform, because the principle of freedom then peculiar
to England enabled individual enterprise to flourish, and
new shoots to push up through the old jungle. The
Bumbledom of that day could not suppress the economic
initiative native to the island soil.

The England so ordered was prosperous and in the main
contented even in time of war, partly indeed owing to good
harvests and cheap food in the first half of Anne's reign.
Industry, agriculture and commerce were all expanding
their operations, and society was moving forward uncon-
sciously towards the Industrial Revolution, which grew in
the next hundred years out of the conditions described by
Defoe. Overseas trade ; water-carriage up the rivers,
particularly of coa ; sheep-farming and the cloth trade ;
the national marketing of corn and agricultural products by
wholesale dealers—on these things he lays stress, and it was
these things that enabled the squires to pay the land-tax,
the mainstay of the Marlborough wars. They grumbled
but they paid, till the war was won, when they sent the
Whigs about their business and made peace.

It is true that these rural squires over their October de
cursed the monied men and traders as economic parasites,
war-profiteers, Dissenters, and would-be intruders into
political life which was the proper sphere of the landed
interest alone. But economically the activities of these
undesirables doubled the rent of many a squire, as indeed
he was partly aware.® And the Act of Toleration, though
scarcely to be mentioned without a groan over degenerate
times, gave riches as well as quiet to the countryside.

In the reign of Anne the old way of life for peasant
and craftsman was still carried on, but under conditions
peculiarly favourable.  The enterprise of trader and middle-
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man was finding new markets for the products of the
peasants and the craftsman's toil, and had already done
much to relieve their mediaeval poverty without as yet
destroying their rustic simplicity of manners. Money
made in trade was constantly put into land by improving
landlords, who had won or enlarged their fortunes as
mercantile investors. This interplay of the activity of
town and country, not yet subversive of the old social
order, gave to Queen Anne's England a fundamental
harmony and strength, below the surface of the fierce
distracting antagonisms of sect and faction.

While religion divided, trade united the nation, and
trade was gaining in relative importance. The Bible had
now arival in the Ledger. The Puritan, sixty years back,
had been Cromwell, sword in hand ; thirty years back,
Bunyan, singing hymns in gaol ; but in Anne's reign the
Puritan was to be found in the tradesman-journalist Defoe.
The Quaker, too, had ceased to prophesy in public against
steeple houses, and had become a thrifty dealer, studying
to be quiet. For old sake's sake, Puritans and Quakers
were still called ' fanatics' in common parlance. But if
there were ' fanatics ' at large, one of them surely was that
' Justice Bradgate ' who ' rode a horseback into the M eeting
House ' at Lutterworth and told the preacher he lied.? Yet
that zeal of the High Churchmen was perpetually being
tempered by patriotic and economic considerations that
worked strongly in the minds of the Moderate Tories, led
by Harley, whose secret servant was this same Defoe.
Here then was an island which, with luck and good leading,
might in wartime display enough unity, wealth and vigour
to bring to his knees the mighty Louis, the undisputed lord
of nobles and poor peasants, who had got rid of his Non-
conformists once for all by revoking the Edict of Nantes.

A bird's-eye view of England in Anglo-Saxon times
would have revealed a shaggy wilderness of forest trees,
brushwood, marsh and down, spreading from shore to
shore, but slowly shrinking at ten thousand points where
agricultural and pastoral clearings were gaining on the wild.
Each clearing had its hamlet of wooden huts, and each
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hamlet was linked to the next by tracks meandering through
the forest. The whole land was traversed by straight
Roman roads gradually falling into disuse, and by rivers
winding through undrained swamp and forest, their solitude
sometimes broken by the transit of a war-galley or a laden
barge, or by the rise of a town beside some notable ford.

Very different is the prospect viewed by the airman
to-day. He looks down upon a chessboard of rectangular
fields divided by hedges or stone-walls, and dotted with
well-built farms, villages and fenced plantations of trees.
But the green area is diminished by the creeping smoke-pall
and the red and grey house-tops of industrial districts,
already covering a substantial acreage of the island. The
whole scene is overlaid by a network of busy railways and
busier roads; but on river or canal little traffic appears save
near the harbours of the sea

Half way in character, though not half way in time,
between these two very different scenes, lay the panorama
of the England of Queen Anne. The bulk of the primaeval
forest had already disappeared. But the general aspect of
the country, particularly south of Thames, was rich in
woodland and coppice. The greater part of the acreage of
the land south of the Pennines and east of the Welsh moor-
lands had already been reclaimed as arable or as pasture.
It had not, however, as yet acquired the rectangular chess-
board pattern, for the best agricultural lands of central
England were still cultivated in open fieldswithout hedges,
while the enclosed lands that lay thickest to west and to
south-east, were divided up into irregularly shaped orchards
and intakes.  Straight lines were not prominent in the land-
scape. The Roman roads had for the most part gone to
grass long ago, or had been broken up by the plough. But
the winding Saxon bridle tracks had become muddy roads
and lanes, threaded all the year round by strings of pack-
horses and by solitary riders, and in summer time by
waggons and coaches moving at a foot's pace. The rivers
flowed through rich corn-fields and meadows from one
prosperous market town to another, bearing on their
waterways the heaviest traffic of the land. The industrial
areas, except great London, were hardly as yet of a size to
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be distinguishable in the landscape, amid the gardens, trees
and pleasure grounds that crowded close round every town
of importance. Theindustrial life of that day was scattered
widely over theisland ; it was absorbed as an integral part of
the life of village and country town. To a bird's-eye view
England might have looked like a purely agricultural land,
had not thebristling masts in everyriver-mouth and harbour
told a tale of other activities than those of the peasant.

The disappearance of the primaeval self-sowing forests
of England exercised the minds of the subjects of Queen
Anne. Though there were many more trees then than now,
men were more troubled by their decrease because they
were less accustomed to trust to foreign supply for the first
needs of life. And timber was then required for several
essential purposes where it has since been replaced by iron
and by coal. The Royal Navy and the mercantile marine
were then built of wood ; iron was smelted by wood-char-
coa * ; and the domestic hearth had to be kept alight by
faggots, in those many regions in which neither peat nor coal
could be delivered on account of the badness of the roads.

There had once been forests even in Cornwall, but
when in the era of William and Anne the adventurous
Miss Celia Fiennes extended her riding tour into that
remote peninsula, she experienced in her own person the
shortage of wood. ' | was surprised,' she wrote, ' to find my
supper boiling on afire always supplied by a bush of furze,
and that to be the only fuel to dress ajoint of meat and
broth." This was at Penzance, where the sea-borne supply
of coal from the South Welsh mines had been cut off by
French privateers hovering off the Land's End ; the more
fortunate north coast of Cornwall, she tells us, still obtained
coal from across the Bristol Channel even in time of war. t

* It is possble that the Darbys invented methods of smelting by coa and
coke instead of wood and charcoal in the reign of Anne ; but it was long before
it affected industry on the large scae.

T Through England on a Sde Saddle, The Diary of Celia Fiennes, 1888, pp.
221-223. This delightful and important record was composed on tours made
partly in the reign of William | 11, partly in that of Anne. Miss Fiennes wes a
lady of means and a Dissenter. She was sgter of the Third Viscount of Saye
and Sde.  She travelled for pleasure and curiosity.
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About the same date, Edmund Gibson, the antiquarian and
future Bishop, in his edition of Camden's Britannia, com-
mented on the words which the Elizabethan had written
a hundred years before as to the Oxfordshire hills, ' clad
withwoods'; 'thisis so much altered,” writes Gibson, ' by
the late civil warsthat few places except the Chiltern country
can answer that character at present. For fuel is in those
parts so scarce that 'tis commonly sold by weight, not only
at Oxford, but other towns in the northern parts of the
shire.'

The magnificent national inheritance of the royal
forests had in Stuart times been alienated by royal
favouritism and improvidence, or cut down by rebel greed.
They were still incompetently administered, and ill-guarded
from cattle and depredators.  There remained indeed some
sixty royal forests, but they were no longer able to supply
a tenth part of the tale of oaks demanded in the Admiralty
dockyards. The Forest of Dean in Gloucestershire, the
New Forest and Alice Holt in Hampshire were the only
royal forests of any great importance in this respect.

Most of the valuable timber of the island, for which the
Admiralty had to compete in the open market with so many
other demands, was now to be found in the chases, parks
and woodlands of the nobility and gentry. These too had
suffered from the soldiery in the Civil War, and still more
from the Parliamentary fines on the estates of Cavaliers
which had laid many atall oak prematurely on the ground.
But there was still a vast quantity of timber all over the
island in private possession, fenced in as deer parks, or
otherwise preserved alike for beauty and for profit.
Forestry still had its proper place in the economy of an estate,
and an attempt was usually made by landowners to cut
trees at the right time and then to replant. An oak,
it is true, would not ripen for a century or so, but men still
believed that their great-grandchildren would inherit them.
When Charles Il came home, and the belief in the solidity
of the upper class was restored with him, Evelyn's Sylva
had taken its place on the bookshelves of the better-to-do
gentry ; it was a work of propaganda, and preached to
the governing class the national duty of planting and
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caring for trees, especially after the depredations of the
late unhappy times.* At the beginning of Anne's reign
both Evelyn and his book were still alive, and the old man
was giving his last advice to his grandson to ' restore the
name of Wotton' [Wood Town] by planting oaks, timber-
trees and copses, ' the only best and proper husbandry the
estate is capable of ."*

The eastern corner of the island south of Thames—
Kent, Surrey, Sussex and Hampshire—was the homeland
of oaks, growing on the stiff clay soil of the old Andreds-
weald. It was therefore the chief source of supply for the
Admiralty dockyards. But already there was talk of the
shortage of timber in that region. The iron-forges were
moving to Shropshire and the Forest of Dean, although the
first railings set up round the statue of Queen Anne in front
of St. Paul's came from the old Sussex ironworks.

But the timber of England and Wales, though scanty
as compared to the wealth of remoter ages and the needs of
the actual time, was still very extensive as compared to the
present day. When Anne came to the throne, it was
reckoned that, only ten miles north of Cheapside, there were
growing more than half a million fine oak and beech,
sheltering the deer of Enfield Chase* Throughout the
island, even the best cultivated districts were thickly
sprinkled with heaths, copses, dingles, hawthorn brakes
and natural groves, the haunt of the highwayman, the
gypsy and the whole tribe of Autolycus, bird-haunted
sanctuaries of old romance, destined to be enclosed and
ploughed up in the coming century and a half of agri-
cultural progress.

The straits to which the Admiralty was put to obtain
oaks of requisite size for the dockyards of Plymouth,
Portsmouth, Chatham and Woolwich were not due to the
entire exhaustion of English timber in the aggregate, but
to the difficulty of tapping reserves in out-of-the-way
districts, particularly in the North, Midlands and West.
Even in Sussex, Defoe declared that it was impossible to

* ' Whether or not the Sylva actually caused the plantation of " millions of
timber trees" it is certain that the Restoration plantings matured in time to
carry the Navy through the wars of the later eighteenth century.'—Albion, p. 131.
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find a market for much fine timber except in the neighbour-
hood of water-carriage. On a road close to Chatham
dockyard he saw a team of two-and-twenty oxen tugging at
a single oak.> The expense and difficulty were very great
of moving heavy trees of the battleship type over any con-
siderable distance of the unmctalled roadwavs. The iron-
works could move from Sussex to Shropshire in chase of the
vanishing forest, but the dockyards must remain on the
coasts opposite to Europe.  For these reasons the Admiralty
was fain, partially and most unwillingly, to turn to Baltic
and American supply, which could be brought straight
from the felling-grounds by water.

The mercantile and fishing marine was already
accustomed to purchase most of its timber abroad. More-
over its lighter vessels could be built of English trees of the
smaller kind, which were of no use for the great battleships.
The timber of Berkshire was floated down the Thames from
Reading to London, where it was bought up to build the
merchant fleet.® Only the great East Indiamen, them-
selves veritable warships, seriously competed with the Royal
Navy for the best English oaks.

The demand for hemp, tar and timber, above all for
the tall, straight fir-tree masts that could not be grown in
England, had no inconsiderable place in our foreign and
colonial policy under Queen Anne. The southern shores
of the Baltic supplied us with oak and fir from the ports of
Danzig, Memel and Riga at the mouth of great navigable
rivers draining the forest-lands of Teuton and Slav. The
Swedish ports supplied masts and tar. It was therefore an
object of the first importance to our statesmen to keep open
the entrance to the Baltic for English trade, and to prevent
that inland sea from falling into the hands of any one power,
whether Denmark, Sweden or Russia. We sought the
balance of power in the Baltic hardly less assiduously than
we sought the balance of power in Western Europe. Nor
was it easy to keep the balance trimmed. In 1700 the
English fleet had protected Charles X | | of Sweden from
a coalition of neighbour powers, who had sought to take
advantage of his youth. But throughout the reign of Anne
his fierce and incalculable temper caused anxiety, not only
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by his repeated threats to attack Denmark and Austria, our
allies against France, in his own private quarrel, but by his
resentful attitude towards the English Navigation Acts,
and his policy of economic reprisal whereby he refused to
supply our Admiralty with tar except in Swedish ships and
at the Swede's own price.

The diplomatic and economic tangle in the Baltic was
indeed complicated by our stiff Navigation Act policy of
restricting British commerce as far as possible to British
ships, and by the slowness with which we relaxed it even
to supply the needs of the naval war with France. The
Admiralty sought relief by a colonial policy of encouraging
the importation of timber and naval stores from the North
American Colonies. Already in Anne's reign we were
fetching masts and tar from the forests of New England.
In 1704, under the stimulus of strained relations with the
Swedish king, an Act was passed offering large bounties
on the importation of naval stores from America, with
a right of pre-emption for the Royal Navy. The policy
was not unsuccessful, though the Baltic remained the main
source of our foreign supply. The usual difficulties
between British officials and American colonists arose when
the broad-arrow was placed on trees of the primaeval forest
near coast or river-bank, to be reserved for purchase by the
Admiralty ; the backwoodsmen of New England, as lawless
and enterprising on land as her buccaneers and smugglers
at sea, had little reverence for royal monopoly, and
the marked trees disappeared by thousands from the
unpatrollable wilderness. Nevertheless, it can be safely
asserted that in Anne's reign one of the chief reasons why
the colonies were valued by the statesmen and coffee-house
politicians of England was as a sure source of supply for the
needs of the navy.’

Less than a hundred years after the accession of Queen
Anne the people of England had acquired an invincible
prejudice against eating any bread save wheat ; even for
purposes of poor relief, under the ' Speenhamland system '
begun in 1795, Wheat prices alone were used as the basis
of calculation. Yet in every century before the eighteenth,
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the bread of the great majority of our ancestors had been
rye, barley, oats, or else one of these mixed with wheat ;
in England, as in all the lands of northern Europe, pure
wheat bread had been regarded as a luxury proper to the
rich. It was only under the Georges that wheat became
the staple diet. That defiance of the natural economy of
our climate was achieved by means of large farming and
the application of capital and capitalistic methods to the
cultivation of the soil. If England had remained a land of
small peasants, she would not, any more than Germany or
Scandinavia, have grown any large proportion of wheat..

In the reign of Anne English agriculture had improved
so far that already more wheat was grown than in mediaeval
times. Wheat was reckoned at thirty-eight per cent, of the
bread of the whole population ; rye came next, barley and
oats a good third and fourth.  Prices were therefore quoted
in terms of wheat and rye.

But wheat formed a much smaller proportion of the
actual corn grown than of the bread baked, because
enormous crops of barley were produced all over the island
to make malt for ale.  Cambridgeshire, for example, outside
the grassy level of the drained fens, was ' ailmost wholly
a corn country ' and, as Defoe observed, ' of that corn five
parts in six is barley, which is generally sold at Ware and
Royston and other great malting towns of Hertfordshire.'®
Except in the cider counties of the West, ale had been
unchallenged in former ages as the native drink of English
men, women and children at every meal, and it was only
beginning to feel the rivalry of strong spirits on the one
hand and of tea and coffee on the other. It was still the
drink of ladies. In 1705 Lady Carnarvon imputed the
fact that Miss Coke was ' extremely fallen away and her
voice weak and inward ' to ' her having had stale beer all
this summer."®

Not only did barley everywhere provide the staple drink,
but in some districts it provided the staple food. The small
farmers of the Welsh hills supplied themselves with an
excellent barley bread. The peasantry of the northern
counties consumed oats and rye in various forms ; and in
Scotland, oats ' supported the people,’ as Dr. Johnson was
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still able to assert many years later. In the central districts
of England, rye and barley divided honours with wheat,
and only in the drier climate of the south-east could wheat
be said to preponderate.

But already in the reign of Anne a great interchange of
agricultural products was going on between one district
and another, especially where river traffic was available.
Largely for this reason the deepening of rivers and the
making of locks was a movement specially characteristic of
the period, two generations before the era of Bridgewater's
artificial canals.* The Thames all the way down from
Oxford, and its affluents the Wey, the Tea and the Medway,
were the'scenes of an animated and crowded traffic—food,
drink and timber going down to London, and Tyneside
coal and overseas products going up-country in return.
Abingdon and Reading were each the emporium of a great
agricultural district, of which they dispatched the produce by
water to the capital. The coasts of Sussex and Hampshire
sent their corn, Cheshire and other western counties sent
their cheese, by sea to London, running the gauntlet of the
French privateers from Dunkirk. The roads were often
too soft for waggons, but in most weathers the sheep and
cattle, the geese and turkeys of the northern and midland
shires could be driven to the capital, grazing as they went.
Even before the Union, Scotland sent 30,000 head of cattle
a year into England ; the strange speech of the Welsh
drovers was familiar on the roads near London ; only the
Irish cattle-trade had been killed by an Act of the reign of
Charles | I , a sacrifice to the jealousy of English breeders.

England and Wales already formed the most consider-
able area in Europe for internal free-trade, to which
Scotland was added in 1707. ' 'Tis our great felicity in

* The Satutes, and the Commons Journals for Anne's reign, as well as local
histories, afford abundant evidence of this. One case may be quoted for all :
in 1699 the inhabitants of Wisbech and neighbourhood (North Cambs.) petition
the House of Commons to have the River Lark made navigable, as the roads are
impracticable, and their district which itself produces only butter, cheese and oats,
is supplied with wheat, rye and malt from Suffolk (Watson's History of Wisbech,
1827, p. 385). Among therivers at this period deepened and supplied with proper
locks were the Bristol Avon, the Y orkshire Derwent, the Stour and the Cam ' from
Clayhithe Ferry to the Queen's Mill ' in Cambridge (Satutes of the RealmMIl,
pp. 56-59, 172-178 ; Barrett's Bristol, p. 697).
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England,” wrote Defoe, 'that we are not yet come to a
gabelle or tax upon corn, as in Italy, and many other
countries."  The shrewd Venetian envoy, Mocenigo, at the
end of his residence in our island, reported to his masters in
1706 that freedom from internal douanes was one reason
why ' industry was further advanced in England than in
any other part of the world." London and every provincial
city was an open market for provisions, with no toll taken
at the gate. Favoured by this freedom, the corn-factors
and middlemen of agriculture pervaded the whole island,
buying up on speculation the farmers' crops as they grew in
the field, or as they lay unthreshed in the barn ; penetrating
to the most unlikely places, even to dangerous Highland
straths, amid claymores and Jacobites, in search of cattle to
be fattened in English parks ; everywhere forwarding the
movement towards agricultural progress by opening new
markets for the produce of remote estates and hamlets.*

Under this regime of enterprise and improvement
England was sending corn overseas on a large scale
Since the Revolution the government had paid bounties on
its export.  In the middle of Anne's reign the employees
of the Gloucestershire coal trade rose in revolt against the
high price of corn, due to the scade on which the Bristol
merchants shipped the local supply abroad. And even
north of Trent, homely squires were calculating on sales
abroad as an important item in their own and their tenants'
fortunes.*

Nevertheless, this cheerful picture of agricultural and
distributive activity must not delude us into imagining
that England under Queen Anne was aready the land of
improved agriculture and reformed traffic that it became
by the end of the century. The busy life of the rivers

e In July 1709 Robert Molesworth writes to his wife from Edlington, near
Doncaster : * | f God sends good harvest weather, there will be a very great store
of corn in the kingdom, and yet such are the wants abroad that it is likely to bear
avery good price for severd years to come. This must enrich our farmers*  And
next year he writes: * Corn must certainly rise in the price and that very suddenly,
for the plague, which is got into the Baltic, will make soon both us and the Dutch
to |c1>lrohibit all trade there and then the Dutch must be furnished with corn from
us.'
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was a measure of the badness of the roads. The best
cornlands in England—the midlands, Lincoln and Norfolk
—were still for the most part unenclosed. In those regions
the vast and hedgeless ' village field" was still being
cultivated on the medixval methods of three-course agri-
culture, that would have won the approval of a Doomsday
commissioner, but were destined to shock the modern
intelligence of an Arthur Y oung.

The initiative of an improving landlord or farmer was
closely circumscribed on these ' village fields,' wherein the
scattered strips of individual owners had perforce to be culti-
vated on the plan laid down for the whole community. The
Manorial Court might be in decay, but less formal village
meetings still regulated the commonfield agriculture, the
use of the town's plough, the rules of gleaning, the common
herd, and the pasturage on common and waste. A country
town like Godmanchester still employed its bailiffs to
summon all the farmers to appear, according to old custom,
at the Court Hall, where they ' did agree that none should
sow barley in the commonfield before Friday, 21st March
(1700), and that day only headlands.?

Moreinitiative and therefore more progress was possible,
though by no means inevitable, on the enclosed portion of
a squire's demesne farm, and in the enclosed lands of
southern, western and northern England. But the dis-
tricts where enclosure was commonest were on the average
the less productive parts of the island, with the worst
climate. It is true that Kentish hop-fields and west
country orchards and fruit-gardens must be reckoned among
the lands of early enclosure, but so must the intakes amid the
weatherbeaten moorlands of west and north. Most of the
best cornlands of the midlands and East Anglia were still
unenclosed.*®

Since many of the sheep and cattle were fed on heaths
and commons, and without the aid of roots or artificial
grasses, they were pitifully small and thin. Their weightat
Smithfield market in 1710 was less than half that of ordinary
sheep and cattle in 1795.** At the beginning of the cen-
tury the difficulty of keeping beasts alive in winter was still
so great that, when they came off the summer grass, a very
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large proportion had to be slaughtered and salted. When
the price of salt rose in 1703 the House of Commons was
petitioned, on the ground that it was * a grievance to
the poorer sort of people who mostly feed on salted
provisions.'*®

The days of Lord Townshend's turnip-fields and Coke
of Norfolk's fat sheep and cattle were still in the future.
But already the Wiltshire and Cotswold uplands, that bred
sheep for the western wool-clothiers, were a wonder to
behold. * On the pleasant downs ' within a six-mile radius
of Dorchester, Defoe was informed that more than half a
million sheep were feeding ; and he noted that on Salisbury
Plain and the Dorset Downs the land was becoming so much
enriched by the folding of sheep with pens in a new place
every night, that the chalk lands thus manured, though
hitherto fit for nothing but pasture, were rapidly coming
under the plough.*®

Ever since Tudor times, and more particularly since
the Restoration, there had flowed from the press an ever
broadening stream of books on improved methods of agri-
culture. The spirit of scientific enquiry emanating from
the regions of the Royal Society into the walks of common
life, was a constant stimulant but often a sore puzzle to the
practical farmer. For the experts and modernizers were
so seldom agreed. Jethro Tull, the great improver who
introduced the drill and the horse-hoe into his own farming
operations in the course of Anne's reign, was quite wrong
on many other points, as subsequent controversies showed.
But men were on the look out to adapt new methods as soon
as they had proved themselves—especially where enclosed
ground gave liberty for change.!’

With the idea of agricultural improvement thus in the
air, the movement for the enclosure of commons and heaths
was not only practised, as it had been for centuries, but was
preached by modern theorists as a duty to the common-
wealth. When Anne came to the throne agricultural
writers were denouncing the commons as ' seminaries of
a lazy, thieving sort of people,' whose sheep were ' poor,
tattered and poisoned with rot," and whose heath-fed cattle
were' starved, todbellied runts, neither fit for the dairy nor
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the yoke." Here already we have in full blast the famous
controversy as to the social value of rights on the common,
in which Cobbett a hundred years later was protagonist of
the defeated commoners. On the merits of that dispute
the historians of our own day are still divided. In Anne's
reign there was not yet much enclosure done by Act of
Parliament, but enclosure was going forward under the
common law by agreement or otherwise.*

This old rural England, on the eve of the wholesale
enclosures and the industrial revolution, is often presented
to the mind's eye of posterity in one or other of two rival
pictures* On the one hand we are asked to contemplate
a land of independent and self-respecting peasants, most of
them attached to the soil by small personal rights therein,
contented with the country quiet and felicity which have been
since destroyed, and celebrating their rural happiness in
alehouse songs about ' Harvesthome," which we have pro-
moted to the drawing-room ; and the same land, we are
reminded, was aso the land of craftsmen in village and
market town, not divorced from rural pleasures because
they pursued industry, using tools instead of watching
machines, and therefore enjoying in their daily work the
delight of the individual artist, for which a poor substitute
is found in the feverish excitement of our modern amuse-
ments, organized en masse as a counterpoise to the dullness
of mechanical and clerical toil. On the other hand we are
shown the opposing picture : we are asked to remember
the harsh backbreaking labour of the pre-mechanical ages,
continued for thirteen or more hours in the day ; child-
labour instead of primary schools ; disease and early death
uncontrolled by medical science or hospital provision ; and
absence of cleanliness and comforts which we now regard

* In the summer when Marlborough was marching to Blenheim, a Yorkshire
squire was writing to his wife :

*The law in England is (as | know now by experience) that every freeholder
can enclose so much of his common as lies upon him (much more a lord of a con-
siderable land), provided he leaves out as much common as is sufficient for those
that have right, and disclaims any further title to put beads on the rest of the
common which he leaves out. This is the instance of Mr. Frettwell, of Hellaby,

our neighbour, who carried it even against the Lord Castleton, who is lord of the
manor, upon trial. And this is our case between us and Cunsborough.'*®
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as necessities ; neglectful and unimaginative harshness not
only to criminals and debtors but too often to women,
children and the poor at large ; and finally a population of
little more than five and a half millions in England and
Wales, less well fed than the present population of more
than seven times that number.*

Confirmation of both these pictures emerges from astudy
of the period. But which picture contains the greater and
more important body of truth it is hazardous to pronounce,
partly because the dispute is about intangible values—we
cannot put ourselves back into the minds of our ancestors,
and if we could we should still be puzzled ; partly aso
because even where statistics would help, statistics are not
to be had. It is true that, a dozen years before Queen
Anne's accession, the able publicist Gregory King made
a calculation from the hearth tax and other data of the
probable numbers in various classes of the community.
The figures he gave represent a shrewd guess, no more.
They will indeed serve negatively a a check on the
enthusiasm of the laudator temporis acti, by recalling the fact
that, even before the great enclosures and the industrial
revolution, the number of farmers and yeomen was
relatively small, and the numbers of the agricultural pro-
letariat large. By far the two largest classes in King's
analysis of the nation are the * cottagers and paupers ' and
the * labouring people and outservants.® The former
represent, we may suppose, those who attempted to be
independent of wages and according to King made a very
poor business of the attempt. Yet those who picked up
aliving off the common whereon they had squatted, or off
the small field they owned behind their hovel, may have
been happier than King knew, even if they were poorer
than is realized by modern idealizers of the past. King's
second large class, the ' labouring people and outservants,'
are the wage-earners. But many of them had also some
rights on the common, some garden or tiny holding which
added to the interest and dignity of life, without entitling
the owner to the proud rank of English yeoman. Even the
servants of industry had many of them small gardens or

* S note p. 75, below, on datigics of population.
C
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plots of land to till in their off hours, especially thewoollen
weavers in all parts of the island. On the stony heights
around Halifax each clothworker had 'a cow or two' in
a field walled off on the steep hillside whereon his cottage
stood.?

On the other hand there were very large numbers of
employees both in agriculture and industry who had no
rights in land and no means of subsistence but their
wages.

The wages in agriculture and in industry were supposed
to be regulated by schedules issued for each county by the
Justices of the Peace, who aso occasionally set a limit to
the price at which certain goods might be sold. These
schedules did not pretend to fix either wages or prices
exactly, but only to set a maximum which was not to be
surpassed. Variations were therefore permissible inside
every county, as well as differences between one shire and
the next. Moreover the maximum announced was very
often transgressed in practice.*

Judging by negative evidence, we may conclude that
concerted strikes and combinations to raise wages were not
common. They could be punished under then existing
laws, long before the celebrated Combination Acts of the
younger Pitt. In 1706 the Leeds Quarter Sessions heavily
fined sx cloth drawers who had combined not to work
except for three-halfpence an hour in place of the current
penny an hour. The Elizabethan Statute of Artificers,
that was still partially in force, penalized the leaving of work
unfinished, as well as the giving or taking of wages above
the maximum fixed by the Justices of the Peace. But the
maximum was often exceeded when excess payment was to
the interest of both employer and employed. If there was

* Wages differed from one edate to ancther 5 in 1701 a Yorkshire squire
wrote:

* The wages of a good husbandman in the parts about Barndey and Wortley
| find to be no more than £3 a year, and Sir Godfrey gives his keeper but £3 14s,
and his bailiff £4, so that we are worse served for high wages About Wortley
all the hushandmen are up every morning with their beegts at three o'clock, and
in our house they lie abed till near seven. But above all Warne's £20 vexes me.'

That year, we should remember, wheat good as low as 34s a quarter and other
grain in proportion, and chickens could be bought in the Wegt Riding at twopence
apiece.™
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little or no trade-unionism, there was much individual
bargaining about wages.??

Even when the low prices are taken into account, some
of the wages paid seem low by modern standards.* But
they were high by comparison with the Europe of that day.
The national characteristic of Englishmen, then as now,
was not thrift but insistence on a high standard of life.
Defoe, writing as an employer, declared that :

Good hushandry is no English virtue. English labouring people
eat and drink, especidly the latter, three times as much in vaue
as any sort of foreigners of the same dimensions in the world.

A Dutchman, he declared, lived well and provided for his
family on a wage which meant misery to the improvident
Englishman. It isto be noted that in this pamphlet Defoe
speaks of the English labourer as earning nine shillings
a week, a rate greatly in advance of that of the Quarter
Session schedules. He declares that he himself ' offered
nine shillings per week to strowling fellows at my door, and
they have frequently told me to my face they could get more
a begging, and | once met a lusty fellow in the stocks for
making the experiment." Nor is thisthe only evidencethat,
in spite of the attempted control by Quarter Sessions, wages
varied greatly from place to place.

Defoe's extortionate beggar is atype known in every age,
and that period was not, upon the whole, propitious to him.
Indeed many wanderers for work were more sinned against
than sinning. The monstrous Act of Settlement of the
Poor, passed in 1662 in one of the lightest moods of
Charles |IPs Cavalier Parliament, was still in operation
unamended. By this Act every parish in which a man
settled could send him back to the parish of which hewas
native, for fear that if he stayed in his new abode he might
at some future date become chargeable on the rates.  Nine-
tenths of the people of England, all in fact who did not

e Truck payments were a common abuse. The establishment of a sound
currency in William I11'sreign had indeed st some limitstoit. But still farmers
and bailiffs often ' compelled the poor labourers to take corn and other provisions

instead of their hire, and that in such quantities that they cannot spend the same in
their own families* 2
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belong to a small class of landowners, were liable to be
expelled from any parish save their own, with every circum-
stance of arrest and ignominy, however good their character
and even if they had secured remunerative work. The
panic fear of some parish authorities lest newcomers should
some day fall on the rates, caused them to exercise this
unjust power in quite unnecessary cases. The Act placed
a check upon the fluidity of labour and was as much an
outrage as the Press-gang itself on the boasted freedom of
Englishmen. Yet it was seldom denounced until Adam
Smith dealt with it in scathing terms. It is hard to ascertain
the exact degree to which it operated, and Adam Smith
appears to have exaggerated the harm done and the number
of cases in which cruel wrong was inflicted. But at best it
was a great evil ; it is the reverse side of that creditable
effort of Tudor and Stuart England to provide for the
maintenance of the poor through the local public autho-
rities. That effort, on the whole, was not unsuccessful,
and largely accounts for the peaceable character of English
society.

In Anne's reign the parish provision for the poor
chargeable on the rate was being very generally supple-
mented and softened by the establishment of Almshouses
through private benefaction.  The keelmen of the Tyneside
coal trade contributed among themselves to build a hospital
for their aged and sick members at a cost of £2000. But
more usually amshouses and schemes for the employment
of the workless were endowed by well-to-do men andwomen
anxious to provide for their less fortunate neighbours. The
age of Anne was very generous in foundations of this type,
as well as in the establishment of Charity Schools.

But besides private beneficence, public policy, financed
out of the local rates, was constantly establishing new work-
houses and enlarging the ' parish stock ' of materials to give
employment. When Anne came to the throne almost a
quarter of the population was occasionally in receipt of
parochial relief, and the poor rate stood at about ,£800,000
ayear. Itincreased to a million ayear before she died, but
fell below £700,000 in the reign of George ||, owing to
better times and to the application of the workhouse test.
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There was much to criticize in the English Poor Law,
especially the Law of Settlement, but at least there was an
effective system of public relief and therefore England was
not shamed, at the end of the great struggle with France,
by scenes such as Lady Mary Wortley Montagu noticed on
her travels in 1718 :

| think nothing so terrible as objects of misery, and all the
country villages of France show nothing ese. While the post-horses
are changed, the whole town conies out to beg, with such miserable
starved faces, and thin tattered clothes, they need no other € oguence.
Thisis all the French magnificence till you come to Fontainebleau.

Not only our parliamentary liberties but also, with all its
faults, the English Poor Law stood between us and the
social revolution towards which Louis X1V 's famed system
of despotism in Church and State was leading the French
nation.?*

The Yeoman was not a figure characteristic of mediaeval
society, which rested on the two bases of the serf and his
lord. But with the gradual emancipation of the villeins in
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries, the yeoman had
come to the front in the English scene. He flourished
under Tudor and Stuart, when the number of small land-
owners and of large farmers was multiplied, in spite of some
local destruction of peasant households by enclosure in
early Tudor times. The praise of the English yeoman in
prose and verse is a favourite motif oiour literature from the
Fifteenth to the Eighteenth Century.

The reign of Anne was the culminating point of the
fortunes of the English freehold yeomen, before their decline
began, and it was no ill time for the still rising fortunes of
the tenant farmers.*  The freehold yeomen were reckoned
at about one-eighth of the population of the country, and
the substantial tenant farmers at alittleless ; it was believed
that the freehold yeoman was on the average a richer man

« Until the later eighteenth century the word ' yeoman ' was used to include
the substantial tenant farmer as well as the freehold cultivator. In the mogt
famous of all descriptions of the yeoman dlass, Hugh Latimer, preaching before
Edward V |, daes that his" yeomau ' father farmed another man's land.
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than the tenant farmer.* A hundred years later the oppo-
5ite was probably the case, in so far as the freehold yeoman
any longer existed. For in the Georgian era of agricultural
improvements, the tenant farmer had the benefit of his
landlord's capital poured into his land, while the small free-
holder had no financial resources save his own with which
to keep abreast of the times.  But Anne's reign was perhaps
a moment of no very marked economic difference between
the two types of yeoman.

The difference was political and social. The freeholder
had a vote for Parliament and was often in a position to use
itasheliked. The tenant farmer had no vote, and if he had,
he would have been obliged to cast it for his landlord.
Even the ideal landlord. Sir Roger de Coverley, was repre-
sented by Addison to an approving world as exercising over
his tenants an absolute, patriarchal sway.

But the independence of the freehold yeoman was
deeply cherished and stoutly maintained. In the election
correspondence of country gentlemen we meet such ex-
pressions a ' The freeholders do not stick to say they will
show their liberty in voting.’”> The squire, who had
everyone else under his thumb, was for that reason often
disposed to buy out the freehold yeoman, and, as the century
went on, many freeholders were ready, on fair terms, to quit
the countryside, in which their old independence was
threatened by the increasing wealth of the large landlord
and his tenant farmers.

But in Anne's reign the 180,000 cultivating freeholders
enumerated by King, were still the class upon whose un-
forced and unpurchased support the structure of Church

* |n 1688 Gregory King had calculated that there were over one million three
hundred thousand households in England and Wales, of which 160,000 (or 180,000)
were families of freehold cultivators with incomes ranging from £55 to £91 ayear :
while 150,000 families of tenant farmers enjoyed incomes averaging just over £42 a
year ; and that 15,000 gentry and squires had incomes ranging from £280 to £450,
without reckoning the titled folk and the larger landed proprietors. In the reign
of Anneit is probable that the average income of the various dasses was appreciably
larger. For King's tables, s note 19 below.

It isexceedingly difficult to put these incomes into terms of present-day money.
How much has the value of money declined ? On the one hand the price of wheat
sands not very far from the average of Anne's reign (s note 19 below).
On the other hand, many articlesto-day cogt five, ten, twenty or thirty times what
they cost then.
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and State mainly rested, like the Ark on Ararat, in the
staggering times that followed the great upheaval and back-
wash of the Revolution. The nicely adjusted balance of
Whig and Tory interests was maintained or redressed at
each successive election in the Queen's reign by the divided
opinions of the ' forty-shilling freeholders,” most of them
yeoman agriculturists. The 'forty-shilling freehold ' was
the basis of the uniform Parliamentary franchise in every
shire of England and Wales. On the other hand, in the
towns privileged to return members, the varying and eccen-
tric methods of election—sometimes by the Corporation,
sometimes by a section of the inhabitants—rendered many
' rotten boroughs ' the political property of single grandees,
or laid them open to a competition of influence and bribery.
The freehold yeomen of the counties were therefore the class
of voter with whom at election time genuine political con-
siderations went farthest, and cajolery and intimidation least
far ; just as, in a former generation, Cavalier and Round-
head had recruited their best cavalry from the same class
by other means than drink-money.

But even more than politics, partridges caused squire
and yeoman to look at one another askance. The squir-
archical legislation of later Stuart Parliaments had excluded
all freeholders of under a hundred pounds a year—that is to
say the very great majority of the class—from killing game,
even on their own land. Thus many poor families had
been robbed of many good meals that were theirs by right ;
and even those few yeomen whose wealth raised them
above the reach of this remarkable law, were for that reason
regarded with suspicion. The best that even the good-
hearted Sir Roger can bring himself to say of the ' yeoman
of about a hundred pounds a year,’ * who isjust within the
Game Act,' isthat ' hewould be agood neighbour if hedid
not destro2y so many partridges '—that is to say upon his
own land.?®

For many generations to come, grave social conse-
guences were to flow from the excessive eagerness of the
country gentlemen about the preservation of game. Their
anxieties on that score had grown with the adoption of the
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shot-gun. During the Stuart epoch shooting had gradually
superseded hawking, with the result that birds were more
rapidly destroyed, and the supply no longer seemed in-
exhaustible. In Anne's reign it was already not unusual
to 'shoot flying/ But it was regarded as a difficult art,
the more so as it was sometimes practised from horseback.
But the ' perching ' of pheasants by stalking and shooting
them as they sat on the boughs, was still customary among
gentlemen. Netting birds on the ground was a fashionable
sport, often carried on over dogs who pointed the game in
the long grass. It is written that Sir Roger “in his
youthful days had taken forty coveys of partridges in a
season,’ probably by this means. 'Liming' by twigs,
snaring and trapping birds of all kinds, not only pheasants
and wild duck but thrushes and field-fares, had still a
prominent place in manuals of The Gentleman's Recreation.
To lure wild duck into a decoy upon the water was a trade
in the fens and a sport on the ' decoy-pond ' of the manor
house. But the shot-gun was clearly in the ascendant, and
with it the tendency to confine sport more and more to the
pursuit of certain ' game ' birds. In that sacred category
a place had recently been granted by Statute to grouse and
blackcock : already the heather and bracken where they
lurked were protected from being burnt except at certain
times of the year, and the shepherd transgressing the law
was liable to be whipped. Addison's Tory squire declared
the Game Law to be the only good law passed since the
Revolution.?’

The squalor of the mediaeval village had long been in
retreat before the homely dignity and comfort of the rural
middle class. In Anne's reign men were everywhere
building or enlarging farmhouses, in stone, brick or half-
timber according to the tradition or material of the district.
The architectural results of rustic prosperity were most
evident in those favoured regions where the cloth manu-
facture made a great demand for the local wool, as in the
magnificent stone farms of the Cotswolds dating from the
Fifteenth to the Seventeenth Century, or in the dwellings
of the Cumbrian and Westmorland mountaineers whose



THE LAKE DISTRICT 25

fortunes had more recently risen with the Kendal cloth
trade.”®

Besides the fine old farmhouses familiar to the traveller
in the Lake District to-day, there were then many cottages,
since disappeared or derelict, wherein the poorer dalesmen
brought up large and sturdy families. The children were
kept at their mother's knee, spinning for the Kendal
clothiers, until they were old enough to go up on to the fells
to drive the sheep and to pile those great stone walls up the
sides of the precipices which are the wonder of our less
industrious age. It was only in the course of the Eighteenth
Century that the beauty of Wordsworth's homeland
attained the moment of rightful balance between nature
and man. In previous centuries the valleys were ' choked,
tangled, swampy and featureless ' ; in our day man is all
too successfully regulating the face of nature with the
machine. But in the reign of Anne the dales were just
beginning totake ontheir brief perfection of rural loveliness,
ordered but not disciplined, in contrast with the mountain
magnificence above and around.

Nevertheless visitors were extremely rare in the Lake
District, 'the wildest, most barren and frightful ' in
England, as it appeared to Defoe and his contemporaries.
The few strangers whom business or curiosity caused to
ride up the steep stony tracks beyond Windermere and over
Hardknot, complained of the bread of the Lake Valleys as
" exceedingly black, coarse and harsh,’ and the houses as
"sad little huts ' of unmortared stone, more fit for cattle
than for men. But already ' here and there there was
a house plastered ' and sometimes the 'oat clap bread '
was cunningly baked and delicious. We may conclude
from these travellers' impressions that the great improve-
ment in the prosperity, the farm-building and the furniture
of this happy region was by no means complete in the reign
of Anne. But already the famous Windermere delicacy,
' the fish called charrs, came potted to London.'?°

In the neighbouring county of Northumberland,
recently so warlike and barbarous, the travellers along the
coast and in the valley of the South Tyne, found ' plenty of
good bread and beer ' as well as hens and geese* and famous
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stocks of claret, no doubt on account of the neighbourhood
of Scotland where the gentry imported claret from France
in spite of the war. When Anne came to the throne, there
was still a ' County Keeper' for Northumberland, who
drew a salary of £500 in return for making good all cattle
stolen and not restored. Although the wild moorlands
between Redesdale and the Roman Wall still had a bad
name, the County Keeper had the best of his bargain, and
" was able to inform travellers that the moss-trooping trade
iIsvery much laid aside, and that a small sum will recompense
all the robberies that are yearly committed in the County.'
Peace with Scotland, the wealth of the Tyneside mines,
and the trade of Newcastle were factors already raising the
standard of life all along the border.®®* But the more out-
lying rural districts of Northumberland were still very poor,
though more thickly inhabited than they afterwards became.
In many a' township ' now consisting of a single prosperous
sheep farm, a cluster of half a dozen cottages of the crofter
type then maintained a hardy population of borderers,
unused to comfort, and tilling the moorland for a meagre
harvest of oats.

In the more southerly districts of England where
civilization was of older date, long peace was multiplying
the comforts of life. Everywhere that perfectly beautiful
equilibrium between man and nature which marked the
Eighteenth-Century landscape, was in process of being
established. While hedgerow and orchard were gaining
on the wild, the multiplication or improvement of cottages,
farm-buildings and Halls was going on, either in old
traditional styles, or in that dignified but simple manner
which we know as' Queen Anne." That style, which seems
to us now native English, in its origin owed something
to Dutch influence. Nor was the internal decoration
unworthy of the architecture : in 1710 a foreign traveller
noted that ' now in England tapestry is no longer in
fashion, but all is panelled at great cost.' China-ware,
brought to Europe by the Dutch and English East India
Companies, was a passion with ladies, and we may conceive
the scheme of decoration in many Queen Anne mansionsin
town and country, as blue Mid white jars in wainscoted
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recesses, and tall grandfather clocks decorated with lacquered
work from the East. Grinling Gibbons was still executing
his marvels of woodwork. Mahogany was beginning to
come in from the American Indies, and with it the lighter
and finer furniture that we associate with Eighteenth
Century taste. Already foreign art dealers were amazed
by their opportunities over here, and ' fleeced the English
rarely, selling for great sums what they imported for a
trifle from France and Italy." Foreign artists declared
that the nobility and gentry over whom Anne reigned
had secluded in their country Halls as many pictures by
renowned lItalian masters as were to be found in all the
Palaces and museums of Rome itself.*!

Vanbrugh's Blenheim House, with its magnificent con-
ception and doubtful detail, is by no means characteristic
of the architecture of Anne's reign. Usually a purer taste
prevailed in the realm of ecclesiastical, academic and public
buildings, while in ordinary domestic structures the note
of the day was ' simple in elegance.’” Wren was still alive
and active over his London churches and his Hampton
Court, and Gibbs was learning that skill which was soon
to produce the Radcliffe at Oxford. Together they taught
the succeeding generations to ' effect the fusion of classic
grace with vernacular energy.” The rules of proportion
which these great men laid down, filtering into the text-
books commonly used by local architects and builders,
prepared for the Eighteenth Century a long and happy
period of common English building in hamlet and country
town. It wasonly when, after this school had decayed, and
men attempted to restore the architecture of ancient Athens,
or of the Middle Ages in the Nineteenth Century, that the
English tradition was lost, and was succeeded by a hideous
anarchy of amateur fancies and exotic modes.®



CHAPTER I

The country gentlemen—variety of types. A squire's occupations and
budget. Education and younger sons. The landed and the trading
interests. Ladies. The marriage market. Gambling. Drinking.
I\Sfmoking. Duelling. Hunting. Racing. Boxing. Out-of-doors
ITe.

T H E country gentlemen included many grades of wealth and
of culture. At the top of the social hierarchy stood the
Duke, who would in any other land have been styled a
Prince, and whose manner of life outdid in magnificence
the courts of allied monarchs drawing England's pay. At
the lower end of the scale was the squire of £300 a year,
speaking in the broadest provincial dialect, but distinguished
from the yeomen, among whom he mingled almost on equal
terms, by a small sporting establishment, by a coat of arms,
and by the respect which all paid to him as a ' gentleman.’
If once in his life he went to London on business, he was
noticeable for his horse-hair periwig, his jockey belt
and his old-fashioned coat without sleeves® His library,
traditionally at least, consisted of the Bible, Baker's
Chronicle, Hudibras and Foxe's Martyrs, and, whether he
read these works or not, his view on Puritans and
Papists usually coincided with those expressed in the
last two.

But in picturing to ourselves the culture of the country
house of that time, we must not forget the grandees filling
rural palaces with pictures from Italy, furniture from
France, and editions of Italian, French or Latin authors
which they not only collected but read—the men whom in
the next reign Voltaire contrasted favourably with the
French nobles as patrons of letters and science. There
were philosopher Lords like young Shaftesbury ; scholar
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statesmen like Somers and Montagu ; and the greatest of
all antiquarian collectors, Robert Harley, who, when too
much engaged as ' the nation's great support' to hunt
books and manuscripts himself, still had his private agents
everywhere on the look out.* The Lords of the Junto and
their followers and foes at Westminster and St. James's
prided themselves on being country gentlemen, whether
self-made or to the manner born, each with his country seat
to which the careworn statesman was ever anxious, at least
in theory, to return. When a politician, alawyer or a war-
profiteer had made his fortune at the public expense, he
put his money into land and founded a county family. The
older families, who were mostly Tory, complained of the
parvenu families, who were mostly Whig, but the process
went on, and rural and urban society were to that extent
amal gamated.

The London season was over by the first week in June,
when people of fashion dispersed to their country homes or
adjourned to Bath.® A longer residence in town would
have ruined many families who had strained a point to
bring their daughters to the London marriage market, while
their neighbours were fain to be contented with a county
capital, or with the round of such rural visits as ladies could
accomplish in the coach in summer, and on the pillion
behind their brothers in the muddy lanes at Christmas.
The rival claims of town and country are thus celebrated in
a popular song of the period :

Good bye to the Mall,

The Park and Cand ; T

S Jamess Square

And flauntcrs there :

The gaming house too

Where high dice and low
Aremanaged by all degrees

Adieu to the knight

Was bubbled lagt night,

« Something of the organized method by which the great Harleian collection
was being built up during the busest time of Harley's political engagements can
be s=n in the Harleian MSS. (B.M.) 7526.

t St. Jamess Park and the long artificial water in it. The song is from
D'Urfey, Pillsto Purge Melancholy, 1719, I, p. 5.
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That kegps a Blouze,
And bests his goouse ;
And now in great haste
To pay what he's logt,

Sends home to cut down his trees.
And well fare the lad
Improves every clod,

That néer s his hand
To Bill or to Bond
Nor barters his flocks
For wine or pox,

To chouse him of half his days
But fishing and fowling
And hunting and bowling
His pastime is ever and ever.

The natural reply of ' the town ' was to harp on the
reputation of the rustic gentry for too exclusive a devotion
to drinking, hunting and shooting ; and this charge,
so generally made, may well be credited, provided we
remember that no description will cover the whole ground.
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, a brilliant blue-stocking,
in aletter of which the dullest part is a quotation from Tasso,
condemns the squires of a certain district of Sussex as
" insensible to other pleasures ' than the bottle and the chase.
' The poor female part of the family being seldom permitted
a coach, their lords and masters having no occasion for such
a machine, as their mornings are spent among the hounds,
and their nights with as beastly companions—with what
liquor they can get."®®  Yet in the same letter she regrets
and praises the society of the squires of Northamptonshire.
No less real, if more rare, than boorish Squire Western
was the learned country gentleman, celebrated in Somer-
ville's sententious lines :

A rural squire, to crowds and courts unknown

In his own cell retired, but not aone ;

For round him view each Greek and Roman sage,
Polite companions of his riper age. *°

Nevertheless the impression left by turning over many
hundreds of letters of the better-to-do gentry of the reign
of Anne, is neither that of country scholar nor of country
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bumpkin. We read the actual thoughts of squires, anxious
about their account books, their daughters’ marriages and
their sons debts and professions : attending to their own
estates, and to the county business on the bench of magis-
trates, as well as to their hounds and horses ; devoted to
their gardens and their ponds a little more than to their
books ; living, as we should expect, awholesome and useful
life, half public, half private, wholly leisured, natural and
dignified. Many of the better-to-do gentry, as their letters
and diaries show, were getting several thousands ayear from
their estates.®’

The expenditure required of a country gentleman, rich
or poor, was in one respect very small. It was not then
considered obligatory that his sons should be sent at great
cost to exclusively patrician schools. At the nearest local
grammar school, the squire's children sat beside those sons
of yeomen and shopkeepers who had been selected for
a clerical career ; otherwise the young gentlemen were
taught at home by a neighbouring parson, or in wealthier
families by the private chaplain. Where a tutor was
specially employed, he was often a Huguenot refugee, for
the land was full of educated men of this type, welcomed by
careful parents for their French, and doubly welcome in
Whig families for their sufferings and their principles.
Eton, Winchester and Westminster were indeed patronized
by many but not by most of the aristocracy. And even at
Westminster there could be found at the end of Anne's
reign * houses at which boys pay but £20 ayear for boarding,
and the schooling but five or six guineas." It was only in
the reign of George | that Harrow began to rise into the
rank of the fashionable schools.®®

It followed that, whereas a gentleman of moderate
means in our day often thinks himself obliged to spend a
sixth part of his income on the schooling of one boy, he
could in those days be satisfied to spend a hundredth.
Thus squire Molesworth, at a time when he was drawing
a rental of just under £2000, paid £20 a year for each of
his sons—including board, instruction, clothes and all
charges. His heavy parental liabilities only began when
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the two lads left school, and the younger went into the
army. Then indeed * Dick must be furnished with a
hundred pounds or he cannot stir a step. He has both
horses, clothes and equipage to buy." As 'he was not
in the list of officers slain in the late glorious battle of
Blenheim," which would have been a sad economy, nor yet
"in any of the desperate attacks on Lille,"” Dick continued
for many years to be an increasing source of expenditure
and pride to his Yorkshire home. The elder, Jack, had
chosen diplomacy, a no less costly method of serving the
State. In 1710 the father writes : ' | verily believe these
two sons of ours have spent between them £10,000 within
the last seven or eight years' ; they and the daughters ' are
all money-bound. It is well they have a good father's
house to tarry in.' Five years later Dick's zeal for his
regiment caused him to ' lay out £600 above what was
allowed him, so well he loves the service.'®

Smaller squires paid equally little for their sons
schooling, and then prenticed them to cheaper trades than
the army or diplomatic service. In the plays of Congreve
and Farquhar the younger son of the manor may still
expect to be ' bound prentice,’ perhaps ' to a felt-maker in
Shrewsbury ' ; and Steele declares that ' younger brothers
are generally condemned to shops, colleges and inns of
court." *  On these terms the gentry could afford to have
large families, and although a great proportion of their
children died young, they kept England supplied with
a constant stream of high-spirited young men, who led
her along the forward path at home and overseas. For
the ' younger sons' were willing, as the cadets of the
continental nobility were not, to mingle in the common
avocations of mankind and not to ' stand upon their gentry.’
The fact that the younger son went out to make his fortune
in the army or at the bar, in industry or in commerce, was
one of the general causes favouring the Whigs and their

In the Gentleman's Magazine for 1732, we read * | remember (and am now
near seventy-three) the younger sons of our best families were usually bound
apprentices to eminent merchants. But now young master must be sent into the
army as soon as he can strut tolerably well.* (Gentleman's Magazine, No. X X | |,
Vol. I'l, p, 1015) See Way of tie World, 111, 15; Trip to the Jubilee, I, 1:
Tender Husband, |, 1.
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alliance with those interests, as against the desire of the
High Tories to keep the landed gentry an exclusive as well
as a dominant class. Dominant it remained for another
century, but only on condition of opening its doors wide
to newcomers, and fostering in a hundred different ways
close alliance with interests other than agriculture, in scenes
far remote from the manor house and the village church.
The country gentlemen ruled Eighteenth-Century England,
but they ruled it largely in the interest of commerce and
empire.

It is indeed one of the curiosities of English life from
the Fifteenth to the Nineteenth Century that, although the
landed gentry looked down on the mercantile class as a
lower order of society, many of the landed families had not
only acquired their estates by money made in trade, but
continued from generation to generation to invest in
mercantile and financial adventures of every kind. The
House of Russell, one of the main pillars of the Whig
landed aristocracy, had risen and thriven not more by
acquisition of monastic acres than by judicious investment
in trading concerns throughout the Plantagenet, Tudor and
Stuart periods. In the reigns of William and Anne, Sir
William Blackett, the leading merchant and mineowner on
Tyneside, sometimes member for Newcastle in the Whig
interest, became also a landed proprietor in the heart of
rural Northumberland, where he had bought the estate
of the needy Jacobite, Sir John Fenwick. The Blacketts of
the next generation became Tories under the influence of
' Osbaldistone ' rural society, but they remained mercantile
as well as landed magnates, and put into agricultural
improvement much of the wealth they acquired on Tyneside.
These cases are typical of countless other instances. The
close personal connection between the landed and trading
interests gave stability and unity to the social fabric in
England, which was lacking to the ancien regime in France,
with its sharp distinction of interest between noblesse and
bourgeoisie.

The common schooling of the upper and middle class
was criticized, even in those days, for itstoo rigidly classical
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curriculum. It was even declared by some that ' a girl
which is educated at home with her mother is wiser at
twelve than a boy at sixteen ' who knows only Latin. Yet
the second classical language was so ill taught at school and
college that the excellent Latinists of Christ Church had
not enough Greek to be aware that Bentley had proved
them dunces over the Letters of Phalaris. It was only in
the Nineteenth Century that the typical English scholar
was equally at home with Aristophanes and with
Horace.*

. It would be a mistake to suppose that nothing was any-
where taught but classics ; there was considerable variety
in the type of school patronized by gentlemen. Thus
Robert Pitt, father of a mighty son, writes in 1704 to his
own scarcely less formidable father, Governor Pitt of
Madras:

My two brothers are at Mr. Meure's Academy, near Soho
Square, esteemed the best in England. They learn Latin, French
and accounts, fencing, dancing and drawing. | think of settling them
in Holland for their better education next summer : and should my
wife's father-in-law, Lt. Gen. Stewart, accompany the Duke of
Marlborough, of placing them under his care to sse a campaign.*

Among the critics of our educational methods were the
wise Locke and the good-natured Steele, who both urged
that perpetual flogging was not the best method of imparting
knowledge and maintaining discipline. Upper-class edu-
cation was admitted on all hands to need reform, yet nothing
was donetoreformit. Swift, for all his hatred of the Scots,
agreed for once with Burnet that the lairds gave their sons
more sound book-learning than the wealthier and idler
English.

Nevertheless, the Eighteenth Century, in spite of its
educational defects, produced a larger proportion of
remarkable and original men from among those who passed
through its schools than our highly educated and over-
regulated age is able to do. And in spite of cruel flogging
by * those licensed tyrants the schoolmasters/ and cruel
bullying by the unlicensed tyranny of ill-disciplined school-
fellows, there was also much happiness in boyhood, that
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still had leisure and still spent it in the free range of the
countryside. Nor was severity universal : a young lord,
newly arrived at Eton, writes home : ' | think Eaton very
easy scholl. | am shure one cannot offend without they
be meare rakes indeed.' *?

Women's education was sadly to seek. Among the
lower classes it was perhaps not much worse than men's,
but the daughters of the well-to-do had admittedly less
education than their brothers. It was before the days of
' ladies' academies,’” and though there were ' boarding
schools ' for girls, they were few and indifferent. Most
ladies learnt from their mothers to read, write, sew and
manage the household. We hear of no fair Grecians, like
Lady Jane Grey and Queen Elizabeth in days of old. But
afew ladies could read the Italian poets and were therefore
held in some awe by their swains. And at least two women
could meet Swift on terms of something like intellectual
equality. Yet it was he who lamented 'that not one
gentleman's daughter in a thousand should be brought to
read her own natural tongue, or bejudge of the easiest books
that are written in it." The want of education in the sex
was discussed as an admitted fact, one side defending it as
necessary in order to keep wives in due subjection, while
the other side, led by the chief literary men of the day,
ascribed the frivolity and the gambling habits of ladies of
fashion to an upbringing which debarred them from more
serious interests.

Nevertheless, country-house letters of the period show
us wives and daughters writing as intelligent advisers of
their menfolk. Such correspondents were something
better than brainless playthings or household drudges.
A whole class of the literature of the day, from the Spectator
downwards, was written as much for ladies as for their
fathers and brothers. And it was observed that the ladies
took a part, often too eager, in the Whig and Tory feuds
that divided town and country. As to rural pastimes, the
prototype of Diana Vernon is to be found in Farquhar's
Belinda, who tells her friend ' | can gallop all the morning
after the hunting horn and all the evening after a fiddle.
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In short | can do everything with my father but drink and
shoot flying.' *3

In the upper and middle classes, husbands were found
for girls on the principle of frank barter. 'As to Cloky,'
writes her father, squire Molesworth, ' we shall not have
money enough to dispose of her here.' so she must be
sent to Ireland to seek there a husband at a cheaper rate.
Another squire, named Guise, who is in search of a wife for
himself, writes, ' Lady Diana sent a very venerable person
to view my estates, and was well satisfied with the report
and | think did sincerely desire | might have her daughter.’
But the daughter had other views, so Guise found con-
solation elsewhere :

Being on the Bench at the quarter Sesson, a Justice of the Peace
took me asde and asked me whether | would marry a woman worth
twenty-thousand pounds. The lady | had ssen but never spoke to,
and upon the whole readily accepted his offer.

A Cornet of Horse writes with equal frankness :

Not expecting anything this campaign | had taken thoughts
another way, to try my fortune under Venus, and accordingly about
afortnight ago was (by some friends) proposed to a lady of very good
fortune : but how | shall gpeed (farther than a favourable interview
dready) | can't tell.

Since almost everyone regarded it as a grave misfortune
to remain single, women did not account it a universal
grievance that their hands should often be disposed of by
others. They were no doubt usually consulted as to their
destiny, much or little according to character and circum-
stance. Swift, in writing ' to a very young lady on her
marriage, ' speaks of ' the person your father and mother
have chosen for your- husband,” and almost immediately
adds, ' yours was a match of prudence and common good
liking, without any mixture of theridiculous passion' of
romantic love. And this description would probably have
covered a vast proportion of the ' arranged ' marriages of the
day. Butsincethe' ridiculous passion ' sometimes asserted
itself, runaway matches were common enough, like that
of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Divorce was amost
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unknown. It was obtainable only through Church Courts,
and then only if followed by a special Act of Parliament ;
not more than six divorces were thus legalized during the
twelve years of Queen Anne.*

Both sexes gambled freely, the fine ladies and gentlemen
even more than the country squires. In London, Bath and
Tunbridge Wells the gaming-table was the central point of
interest, while in the manor house it was of less account
than the stables and the kennel.  The expenses of gambling
and of sport, as well as a noble zeal for building and for
laying out gardens and planting avenues, burdened estates
with mortgages which proved a heavy clog on agricultural
improvement and domestic happiness. Immense sums of
money changed hands over cards and dice. As the pious
Robert Nelson wrote to his young cousin, ' gaming hath
brought footmen into coaches, and has made them walk
on foot that before kept them."  Since politics were no less
the rage than gambling, there were packs of political
playing cards, Whig, Tory and patriotic—' Orange cards
containing the happy Revolution in pictures,’ Sacheverell
cards, and ' Queen Anne cards,' recalling the military and
naval glories of her reign. The Dissenters maintained
a Puritan disapproval of gambling and even of card-playing
as such. In 1711 the Assembly of the General Baptists
passed a resolution :

That playing at cards and earnestly contending for the same in
Christian families is unbecoming and unlawful for such as profess
the Gospel of Christ and unfits them for Church Communion. *

Drunkenness was the acknowledged national vice of
Englishmen of all classes, though women were seldom
accused of it. A movement for total abstinence was out of
the question in days before tea or coffee could be obtained
in every home. But tracts in favour of temperate drinking
were freely circulated by religious bodies and anxious
patriots, setting forth with attractive detail the various and
dreadful fates of drunkards, some killed attempting to
ride home, others seized by afit while blaspheming, all gone
straight to Hell.  Among the common folk, ale still reigned
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supreme ; but ale had a new rival worse than itself in the
deadly attraction of bad spirits. The acme of cheap spirit-
drinking was not indeed reached till the reign of George II,
in the days of Hogarth's ' gin-lane," but things were already
moving in that direction.

Meanwhile the upper class got drunk sometimes on ale
and sometimes on wine. It is hard to say whether the men
of fashion or the rural gentry were the worst soakers. But
perhaps the outdoor exercise taken by the fox-hunting,
sporting and farming squire made him better able to absorb
his nightly quantum of October, than the gamester and
politician of St. James's Square to escape the ill effects of
endless W hi g toasts in port and Tory toasts in French claret
and champagne. Magistrates often appeared on the
bench heated with wine. The leading physician in the
capital, Dr. Radcliffe, whose highly rewarded skill and
generous disposition stand commemorated in one of the
noblest buildings of his old University, was once sent for
at an unseasonable moment to attend the Princess Anne.
He blurted out over the bottle that ' Her Highness's dis-
temper was nothing but the vapours." This piece of
truthfulness in wine, being reported at Court, had, his
biographer tells us, the effect of permanently consigning
the future queen and her family to other and less skilful
hands—possibly with important conseguences to the history
of England.

Tobacco was still taken in long churchwarden pipes.
A ' smoking parlour ' was set aside in some country houses.
But Beau Nash forbade smoking in the public rooms at
Bath, as disrespectful and unpleasant to ladies. Among
the common people of the south-western counties, men,
women and even children smoked pipes of an evening.
When in 1707 the Bill for the Security of the Church of
England was passing through Parliament, Dr. Bull, the
High Church Bishop of St. David's, being suspicious of
the Whig proclivities of some of the Bench, kept watch
" sitting in the lobby of the House of Lords, all the while
smoking his pipe." Swift describes how his brother parsons
pull his character to piecesat their favourite resort at Truby's
coffee-house,
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And pausing o'er a pipe, with doubtful nod
Give hints that poets ne'er believe in God.

The taking of snuff became general in England during
the first year of Anne's reign, as a result of the immense
quantities thrown on to the London market after the capture
of Spanish ships loaded with snuff in the action of Vigo
Bay.46

The drinking and gambling habits of society, and the
fierceness of political faction, led to frequent duels of which
many ended ill. The survivor, if he could show there had
been fair play, was usually convicted of manslaughter and
imprisoned for a short term ; or haply ' pleaded his clergy,’
was * touched with cold iron ' and so set free. It was the
privilege of all gentlemen, from a Duke downwards, to wear
swords and to murder one another by rule. As soon as
men were well drunk of an evening they were apt to quarrel,
and as soon as they quarrelled they were apt to draw their
swords in the room, and, if manslaughter was not committed
on the spot, to adjourn to the garden behind the house, and
fight it out that night with hot blood and unsteady hand.
If the company were not wearing swords, the quarrel might
be slept upon and forgotten in the sober morning. Fortu-
nately the wearing of swords, though usual in London, was
not common in the depth of the country, among the
uncourtly but good-natured rural squires, whose bark was
often worse than their bite. And even at Bath, Beau Nash
employed his despotic power to compel the fashionable
world to lay aside their swords when they entered his
domain : in this he did as good service to the community
as in teaching the country bumpkins to discard their top
boots and coarse language at the evening assemblies and
dances. During his long supremacy as Master of the
Ceremonies, nearly covering the reigns of Anne and the
first two Georges, Nash did perhaps as much as any other
person even in the Eighteenth Century to civilize the
neglected manners of mankind.*’

London and the county capitals were the commonest

scenes of such duels as Thackeray has immortalized in
Esmond. Even more often than Leicester Fields, the open
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country behind Montagu House, the site of the present
British Museum, was selected by duellists as being at that
time on the edge of the new London. It was no unusual
thing for the town to be disturbed by such a double event
as the following :

Ned Goodyear has killed Beau Feilding as is reported, and made
his excgpe The quarrel began at the Play House in Drury Lane.
The same night a captain here did the like friendly office for young
Fullwood, 90 that there will be two Warwickshire beaus the fewer.
The captain is in Newgate.®

Fox-hunting, like so many other English institutions
under Queen Anne, was beginning to assume features
recognizably modern. In Tudor times the fox had been
dug out of its earth, bagged, and baited like a badger, or
had been massacred as vermin by the peasantry. For in
those days the stag was still the beast of the chase par
excellence.  But the disorders of the Civil War had broken
open deer-parks and destroyed deer to such an extent that
at the Restoration the fox was perforce substituted in many
districts. In the first decades of the Eighteenth Century
there were no county or regional packs supported by public
subscription, but private gentlemen kept their own packs
and allowed their nearer neighbours to follow. The idea
that gentlemen should hunt ' the stag and the fox with their
own hounds and among their own woods,’ was only
gradually yielding to the chase across the country at large,
irrespective of ownership. Already there were fox-hunting
songs, with the chorus :

Will sometimes follow, will sometimes follow,
Will sometimes follow the Fox's train.

The year after Queen Anne died, Addison poked fun
at the High Tory Squires under the title of ' foxhunters,'
taking that sport as the badge of all their tribe. But
scarcely less characteristic, though more old-fashioned, was
the chase of the hare, with a ' tunable chiding ' of hounds,
the gentlemen on horseback, and the common folk running,
headed by the huntsman with his pole.
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Country pleasures were thus epitomized in a popular
song of the time :

The Country Squire loves running
A pack of well-mouth'd hounds ;
Another fancies gunning
For wild ducks in his grounds :
This hunts, that fowls,
This hawks, that bowls,
No greater pleasure wishing,
But Tom that tells what sport excds
Givesall the praise to fishing.*

Ever since the Restoration, foreigners had admired the
English bowling greens ' which are so even, that they bowl
upon them as easily as on agreat billiard table. And asthis
is the usual diversion of gentlemen in the country, they
have thick rowling-stones to keep the green smooth/ In
Anne's reign cricket was just beginning to take its place
among village sports alongside of the far more ancient
football. Kent was the county most renowned at the new
game, and, ' among the Kentish men, the men of Dartford
lay claim to the greatest excellence.'®

At cockfighting all classes yelled their bets round the
little amphitheatre. If a foreigner should by chance come
into these cockpits, we are told, ' he would certainly con-
clude the assembly to be all mad, by their continued outcries
of Six to Four, Five to One, repeated with great earnestness,
every Spectator taking part with his favourite cock, as if it
were a party cause! Horse-racing presented much the
same spectacle in a more open arena.  Race meetings were
attended by spectators who were most of them on horseback.
They were still regional or county gatherings. The only
national meeting was at Newmarket. There indeed ' the
vast company of horsemen on the plain at a match contains
all mankind on equal footing from the Duke to the country
peasant. Nobody wears swords, but are clothed suitable
to the humour and design of the place for horse sports.
Everybody strives to out-jockey (as the phrase is) one
another." The Queen, out of the secret service money,
gave plates to be run for at Newmarket, and at Datchet near
Windsor. Arab and Barb blood was being introduced by
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Godolphin and other noble patrons of the sport—a change
fraught with great future consequence to the character and
appearance of horse-flesh in England.”*

Sword-fighting was a coarse popular spectacle, not far re-
moved from the gladiatorial shows of old Rome, save that the
wounds inflicted on the platform at an English fair, though
disabling, were not intended to be fatal. Hardly more
alluring to our modern sensibilities is the notice issued in
April 1702 * to all gentlemen, gamesters and others' of
a fight between a ' bald-faced dog of Middlesex against
a fallow dog of Cow Cross, being a general day of sport
by all the old gamesters, and a great mad bull to be turned
loose in the game-place with fireworks all over him and two
or three cats tied to his tail and dogs after them." Fighting
of parties of men with sticks or fists, and ' women fighting
in their shifts' were also popular spectacles. Foreigners
waiting for the boat at Harwich saw with amazement two
sailors, who had been promised a crown by * two lords/
strip to their waists and fight with fists till their faces ran
with blood, and ' whenever they wanted to give over the
spectators tossed them a shilling to keep them to it. This
is a common pastime of passengers."  The famous diplomat,
Richard Hill, accustomed to less exuberant street scenes
abroad, described his countrymen as ' a drunken Gothic
nation that loves noise and bloody noses.'?

There was a good side to pugilism. The English
common folk, below the rank of gentlemen-duellists who
must return a stab for a blow, thought shame to revenge their
injuries by murder. The quarrels of the common people
were settled in England by the fist, not the knife. A
story was current of an English sailor in a Chinese port,
who, when rudely shoved out of the way at a Mandarin's
train in the street, challenged the Mandarin and his officials
to box ; the story ends with ' Jack ' winning the amused
favour of the Mandarin himself by knocking down his
champion, a giant Tartar, in fair fight. Such already was
the Englishman's idea of himself, and in particular of Jack
ashore in foreign parts.®

When we try to imagine how the generality of our
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ancestors disported themselves out-of-doors, we must
remember that most of them lived widely scattered and in
the country. For most men the village was the largest
unit of their intercourse. A village cricket match, or hurly-
burly at football, or races on the green were very different
from the * organized athletics ' of the modern arena. But
most people took their ' exercise ' as a matter of course in
doing their work, in tilling the soil, or in walking or riding
to and from their daily task. = Among the upper and middle
class riding was the commonest act of the day.

The most usual ' sports ' that lay at many men's doors,
were taking fish, and shooting and snaring birds of all kinds,
particularly but not exclusively ' game." England was alive
with game and with many birds now rare or extinct, from
the Great Bustard of the Downs and the eagle of Westmor-
land and Wales down to many smaller friends that survived
to berecorded by Bewick. Much of the land was strictly
preserved and religiously shot by the owners, but great
tracts were open to any man who could procure a net or gun
or who was clever at setting a springe. In Anne's reign,
and indeed for the rest of the century, as Gunning records,
the fens and uncultivated lands round Cambridge were the
common playground of the undergraduates, whence they
returned with pheasants, partridges, duck, snipe, bitterns
and ruffs, with none to say them nay. And in every part
of the lovely island the uncared-for heaths, coppices and
marshes, destined ere long to be drained, ploughed up or
built over, were still the cover for abundance of wild life of
every kind. The Englishman had only to move a few
yards from his door and he was in contact with nature at its
best ; and his love of field-sportsled him to wander wide.

NOTE ON CRICKET

Since the first edition of this chapter came out, it has been kindly brought to
my noticeby Mr. G. C. Morris, that in abroadsheet of 1712, entitled ' The Devil
and the Press’ Marlborough and Townshend are attacked for currying favour
with the electorate by joining two boys in playing cricket on the Sabbath Day in
Windsor Forest and laying twenty guineas on the result.
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The parish clergy. Their status and influence. Queen Anne's Bounty.
High and Low Church. Toleration. Roman Catholics. Dissenters.
Belief in witches declining. Sceptics and anti-clericals. Nonjurors.
The religious and moral revival. Religious Societies and their work :
Charity schools; Reformation of manners; Propagation of the
Gospel.

IN the Middle Ages, the economic and socia position of the
village clergy had been identified with that of the peasants.
Parish priests took an active part in Wat Tyler's rising
against the proprietary classes, the wealthy monasteries and
the great princes of the Church. The Reformation not
only permitted the clergy to marry, and removed from them
a great weight of unpopularity by abolishing invidious
clerical privileges and powers, but also gradually raised the
social status of the parson. Before the end of the reign of
George |11, Jane Austen depicted a society in which the
rural clergy are scarcely to be distinguished from squires in
education, in standing and in desirability as husbands for
young ladies—although even at that time there was a class
of poor parson of whom we hear nothing in those novels of
sheltered life.

In Anne's reign the village clergy stood midway between
the low socia position they had occupied in the Middle
Ages and the high social position to which they attained
under the House of Hanover. Just because their status
was on the up-grade, it was equivocal and a subject of
frequent dispute.

As to his Priesthood [says one writer of the period], | s
nothing in that which can intitle him to more than the quality of an
ordinary Gentleman, for that, as | take it, the common courtesy of
England allows him, as well as an Attorny or Licenciat in Physick.
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And being only a Gentleman by Professon, he is inferior to him
who is a Gentleman by Birth.*

There were indeed many sons of squires in the priest-
hood. But most of the village clergy were themselves
children of the parsonage, or else of the farmhouse. Y eo-
men with large families often sent one son to the local
school to pick up Latin, and thence passed him through the
University on the basis of semi-starvation. At Oxford the
" Servitours ' of this class sometimes slept four in a garret,
pinched by poverty, and earning their keep by waiting on
' Gentlemen Commoners." A Servitour's fortune was
described in 1704 as consisting of' the reversion of old shoes
which Gentlemen Commoners leave off, two rags called
shirts, a dog's-eared grammar and a piece of an Ovid de
Tristibus?  Such was the rough educational ladder of old
times, up which many remarkable men have climbed. The
principle of equality among students, which became axio-
matic in the Universities of the Nineteenth Century, was
then impossible, for it must have excluded either the rich or
the poor from Oxford and Cambridge.f

In an age when class distinctions were so universally
accepted that not even philosophers called them in question,

* From a curious tract of 1700 entitled Mrs. Abigail, or an account of a female
skirmish between the wife of a country squire and thewife of a Doctor in Divinity.
It throws light on the question of the social postion of the parsons and their wives.

t A brutal Hudibrastic poem of 1709, 'The Servitour,' dexribes the ' husband-
man*! * son passng through the University on the way to a parsonage ;

* For he concdved a mighty notion
Of th'honour t' which he should attain
By living among gentlemen ;
Who nee before did any know
Except his landlord 'twas or 0.
He gruts, pulls off his cap to no man,
And to conceal, betrays the ploughman.
But checked for's insolent behaviour
And fearing to be out of favour,
His duty h'as so much regard of,
He'll cap a magter twenty yards off.

Sedwo C. E. Mallet, History of Oxford, | | | , pp. 66-67. Swift, in the Education
of Ladies, writes, * The sns of clergymen bred to learning with any success mugt,
by reason of their parents poverty be very inconsderable, many of them being
only admitted servitors in colleges and consequently proving good for nothing/
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the position of such poverty-stricken aspirants to social
advancement was equivocal, and left them an easy mark for
the ill-natured satire which played so large a part in the
politics and literature of the day. To make matters worse,
the clerical profession was at that time over-stocked by rival
candidates. Sycophancy towards patrons who had livings
or private chaplaincies in their gift was only too common
in the hungry host, jostling for their shares of an inadequate
supply of loaves and fishes. Even the proud-souled Swift,
though assuredly no sycophant, was notoriously preoccupied
about his own promotion.

These characteristics of the clerical life of the day were
commented upon alike by the friends and the critics of the
Church. Addison, who was both at once, held up to
censure the conduct of patrons who dismissed their chap-
lains from table before dessert, and forbade them to touch
the jelly. But he represents Sir Roger de Coverley as
bound by ties of equal friendship to the parson whom he
has appointed to his parish, who 'understood a little
backgammon,' and ' was a good scholar tho' he does not
show it.'>*

The private chaplain had, indeed, to suffer whatever
indignities were put upon him, if he happened to fall in with
inconsiderate employers. But the parson of a parish, once
inducted, was a freeholder, and could with impunity defy
both bishop and squire, unless he set out on the arduous
pursuit of pluralities or of a better living in exchange.  Such
designs were pardonable when penury was at the door.
Gregory King had estimated the average income of 10,000
clergy at £48 in the year of the Revolution ; and a return
of the resources of the beneficed clergy of Lincolnshire in
the reign of Anne does not lead one to suppose that much
improvement had then taken place. Many even of the
Rectories were valued at something between £30 and £60
ayear. Somelivings were not worth £10 a year, and many
were so inconsiderable that no one could reside. Plurality,
if sometimes an abuse, was more often a necessity, limited
by the canonical rule that no one should hold two livings
with cure of souls if they were more than thirty miles apart.®

Many parishes were tended only by curates. In the
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diocese of Worcester a curate's salary was £24 a year, while
the Bishop had fifty times as much. Somelivings, indeed,
were worth £200, like Epworth, the benefice of Samuel
Wesley, the remarkable father of yet more famous sons ;
and even Samuel Wesley was constantly in debt. In 1703
the Chancellor of Norwich Diocese writes :

We have but one clergyman laid violent hands upon himself
sgnce | came here [two years before], but abundance have broke.
Two who made a great show went off together out of this neighbour-
hood last week. *°

Although the incomes enjoyed by the clergy represented
amuch greater purchasing power than the same money to-
day, they were very small, especially when we remember
that the parsonage so often contained a crowded nursery and
school-room.  Bishops' postbags were full of such letters
as this—' | have six children all at my own charges, my
wife is downlying, | owe £16 and know not how to pay
'‘em."®”  The Dictionary of National Biography bears witness
to many prominent men who were sons of the parsonage,
answering to the ' children of the manse ' in Scotland. The
duty of begetting and attempting to rear children left little
over on which the parson himself could achieve a high and
liberal culturein aremote village.

It was to remedy this state of things that Queen Anne
instituted her famous Bounty. The ' first-fruits and
tenths ' of benefices, originally exacted by the Pope, had,
after the Reformation, been annexed by the Crown.
Nominally, the incoming clergyman had to pay his whole
first year's income and the tenth of every year's income ;
but, in fact, the ' first-fruits and tenths," like so many old
English taxes, had become a fixed charge of a much less
onerous character, estimated at about £16,000 a year for
the whole country. The fund thus derived from the taxa-
tion of benefices had been used as a source of privy income
by the Crown, not always in the most respectable manner.
When Anne came to the throne, athousand a year was being
paid to a nobleman who had bought the interest in the fund
snjoyed by Charles IPs French mistress, the Duchess of
Portsmouth. And a thousand a year was being paid to
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Nell Gwynne's royal offspring, the Duke of St. Albans,
who had become aW hig and asoldier of William. Burnet,
the historian of the Reformation, whose researches had
familiarized him with the history of the fund, first raised the
question of its proper use. As Whig Bishop of Salisbury,
the burly protagonist of Low Church offered a broad target
for the abuse and ridicule of his clerical brethren. He
repaid them in a manner worthy of a Christian, not only by
constantly befriending the poorer clergy of his diocese with
zeal exemplary in a bishop, but by urging upon his patron
King William that thefirst-fruitsand tenths ought to go to
the relief of poor benefices. William's financial straits
prevented him from acceding to Burnet's request, though
he considered it favourably and though it was supported by
Somers. But a few years later Queen Anne was persuaded
to act a part worthy of her special love of the Church,
at the instance partly of Burnet, partly of her ecclesiastical
%dviﬁer, the prudent Sharp, the Tory Archbishop of
OrK.

Accordingly, in February 1704 the announcement of
Queen Anne's Bounty was made, and an Act of Parliament
was passed that year to give it effect.  She not only remitted
all arrears of first-fruits and tenths to poor clergymen in
debt to government on that head, but she made over
the fund itself for the increase of inadequate stipends.
Owing to bad debts and the existing charges on the fund,
little could be paid to the clergy before she died. But by
the early part of George |1's reign the Governors of Queen
Anne's Bounty were in a position to make frequent grants,
which were invested to increase the value of poor benefices.®

It was also in the reign of Anne that a design was set
on foot to circulate books among those provincial clergy
who could not otherwise afford to study. The intention
was excellent, and High and Low Churchmen worked side
by side in this as in other similar movements of that factious
but philanthropic age. Unfortunately the effort was made
on too small a scale. In 1711 about forty-five towns in
England were each receiving from this source a ' library '
of some forty religious books, representing the two pre-
vailing schools of thought in the Church. But the library
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movement hardly touched the fringe of the rural parishes.
In those days the bulky tomes in which learning was buried
could not be had cheap, and it is not therefore surprising
that the impoverished clergy were less accustomed to read
Plato and the Fathers with their feet on the fender than their
successors in the golden age of Queen Victoria,®®

Swift's picture of the ' Country Parson/ wherein the
author's natural acidity is tempered by his love of the
Church of England, may stand for the portrait of the parish
clergyman, if a single picture must serve :

Parson, these things in thy possessing
Are better than the bishop's blessing.

A wife that makes conserves ; a steed
That carries double when there's need ;
October store and best Virginia,
Tythe-pig and mortuary guinea ;
Gazettes sent gratis down and franked,
For which the patron's weekly thanked ;
A large concordance bound long since ;
Sermons to Charles the First, when Prince ;
A chronicle of ancient standing ;

A Chrysostom to smooth thy band in,

He that has these, may pass his life,

Drink with the squire, and kiss his wife ;
On Sundays preach, and eat his fill ;

And fast on Fridays—if he will ;

Toast Church and Queen, explain the news,
Talk with churchwardens about pews ;

Pray heartily for some new gift,

And shake his head at doctor Swift.

Most of Swift's clerical brethren ' shook their heads '
at him over the bold imagery of his Tale of a Tub, and not at
all in reproof of the ferocity of his onslaughts against Papists,
Whigs and Dissenters, in which he hardly surpassed the
warmth of the majority of the Lower House of Convocation.

Zeal for the cause of the Church of England was
then inflamed by two negative passions, anti-Popery and
anti-Puritanism. Each was based on bitter experience of
the past and consequent fear for the future. The fires of

£
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Smithfield were the most living part of English historical
tradition, popularized in Foxe's Book of Martyrs, the only
book besides the Bible which was equally welcome in the
home of the High Churchman and the Dissenter. And
these feelings had been revived and strengthened by the
recent action of James Il in overthrowing the laws of the
land in order to re-establish a Roman Catholic despotism in
England, and by the renewal of an unprovoked, cruel and
wholesale persecution of the Huguenots in France after they
had for long years been good and loyal subjects. England
was full of the French victims of contemporary Roman
Catholic intolerance, and their case was not therefore likely
to be forgotten. The supremacy of Louis X 1V in Europe,
which seemed almost established when Anne ascended the
throne, would probably lead to therestoration in England
of the Roman Catholic Pretender, whose cause the Grand
Monarch had just espoused, standing by the death-bed of
James || . In these circumstances, the Church of England,
even the distinctively High Church section of it, showed
no relenting towards Rome.

But if the events of that generation had renewed the fear
of Rome, the events of fifty years back were responsible for
an answering fear of Puritanism. The overthrow of the
Church and the aristocracy, the beheading of the King, and
the rigid rule of the Saints had left a negative impression
almost as formidable and permanent as the memory of
"bloody Mary "and James I | .  The Cavalier and Anglican
view of the Great Civil War held the field, even after the
Revolution ; the Whigs scoffed at it in private but only
occasionally dared to contradict it in public. Animosity
against the quiet business men who attended Noncon-
formist chapels was fostered on the ground that they were
one and all ' fanatics,’ about to draw the sword and again
destroy the Church ; such fears scarcely derived from close
observation of contemporary facts, but were the result of
historical memories, constantly kept alive in the parish

Ipit, in Tory pamphlets, and in the talk of men. The
issenters might seem humble and harmless burghers, but
they were in alliance with the powerful and dangerous Whig
lords, and unless they were kept low ‘forty-one would come
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again.  Such was the belief.  And the memory of Cromwell
was scarcely more productive of bitter fears for the future
than was the actual presence beyond the Cheviots of the
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, established and intolerant.

The Low Churchmen, on the other hand, regarded the
danger to the Church of England from Rome and France as
real, and the danger from Dissent and Scotland as imaginary.
TheBishopsappointed by William since the Revolution, and
the majority of the highly educated clergy of the capital,
were Low Churchmen. When, therefore, Anne ascended
the throne, the Upper House of Convocation was Low
Church and the Lower House was High Church, and there
was little love lost between them. Addison's Tory Fox-
hunter remarks, ' There is scarce a Presbyterian in the
whole county except the Bishop." And the Whigs replied
by taunting the High Church clergy with being themselves
Presbyterians, since they were always defying the episcopal
authority. The bitterness of invective in these contro-
versies, as in most controversy in old times, is astonishing to
modern students of long-forgotten pamphlets.  Sacheverell,
the leading High Church champion of the day, accuses the
L ow Churchmen as a body, including half the most highly
respectable Bishops, of immoral lives and unmentionable
vices, on no ground at all save his own party animus.*
Such methods of debate caused less astonishment then
than.now. Yet even then such wrath among souls celestial
helped to diminish the influence of the clergy, and to
enhance that of scoffers and deists.’

The Low Church party desired friendship with the
Dissenters in England and with the Protestant Churches
abroad, in the common struggle against France and Rome.
But the High Churchmen, though ready to maintain the
contest for national independence, wished to do so without
seeking the friendship of Dissenters and Scots at home
or of Dutch and other allies abroad. And therefore
Marlborough, though still a Tory in 1702, was to find
by experience that the vast combinations of his European
war policy could only be carried through by a breach with

 Character of the Low Churchman, 1702, pp. 17-18. This amazing piece of
Billingsgate isrepeated in the sscond edition, 1706, p. 11
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the High Church statesmen and an ever-increasing de-
pendence first on the moderate Tories and finally on the
Whigs. .

Sacheverell himself thus defines the characteristics of
the High Churchman :

He is High for the divine right of Episcopacy, High for the
uninterrupted Successon, High for the Liturgies agangt extem-
porary Prayers, High for the primitive Doctrine and Discipline of
the Ancient Church. He much laments the destruction of the
Episcopal Church in Scotland, and should be for addressng Her
Majesty to restore it. He believes separation from the Church of
England to be a damning Schism, and the Dissenters to be in a very
dangerous state, notwithstanding the toleration. . . . Heis so High
as to obsarve the traditional customs as well as the written laws of
the Church, and he aways bowed very low before the Altar and at
the name of Jesus®

But there was no approach towards Rome, and no tendency
to ritualistic innovation. Except among some Nonjurors
like Robert Nelson, High Church Eucharistic doctrine
and practice went little further than the attempt to make
attendance at Communion weekly, an attempt in which
many Low Churchmenjoined with them in the work ofthe
Religious Societies. The more usual custom in cities was
for the clergy to celebrate monthly, and in rural parishes
between three and seven times a year.®

In the dread of a return to Papal or to Puritan rule, the
Church had the passions of common Englishmen on her
side. All through the reign of Anne, and long afterwards,
it was easy to raise a mob to burn either Catholic or Dis-
senting chapels.  But these passions were, in the common
Englishman, not the outcome of High Church doctrine but
of anti-clerical instinct. The Church of England was liked
because she did not attempt to interfere with life as Papist
and Puritan in their different ways interfered. But when
the High Churchman made clerical claims of his own over
the laity, he at once aroused the same impatient temper as
had destroyed successively the power of Rome, the power of
Laud and the power of the Puritans. The history of
England can never be understood unless we realize the
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presence of another force at work besides the rival religions,
the unorganized but very real passion of anti-clericalism.
This passion, at the service of the Church against Papist
and Puritan, was at the service of the Whigs against
the pretensions of the ' high-flying' clergy, when they
clamoured for the suppression of unorthodox opinions and
the reinforcement of Church discipline over the laity.
Antagonism to the Church no longer took the form of
a militant Puritanism demanding ' a godly thorough
Reformation," as in the days of Pym and Cromwell ; the
Dissenters would have been only too thankful to be sure
of the undisturbed enjoyment of the Toleration Act and of
the schools they had founded to educate their own children,
without again provoking persecution by another attempt to
capture the Establishment. The anti-Church feeling that
gave most vigour to the Whig party in the days of Somers
and Wharton was of a different order from Cromwell's. It
was the nascent | atitudinarianism of the new century, afeeling
against' priestcraft' in all its forms which already appeared
in not a few pamphlets and in common talk. Two
centuries of rival religious persecutions, Catholic and
Protestant, Puritan and Anglican, ending in the anti-Roman
revolution of 1688, had aroused in England a movement of
resistance to clerical claims of all sorts, destined to pass in
amorevirulent form to the Continent, when the bankruptcy
of Louis XIV's persecuting policy had become fully
apparent over there. The day of Voltaire was yet to come,
but in England under William and Anne the attitude of
open disrespect for the clergy already alarmed the High
Church party, especially in connection with the ' Socinian '
and ' Deistic' philosophy of the ' Freethinkers," * The
cry was raised for fresh laws to keep Dissenters in due
subordination, and for State action against impiety and
abuse of the clergy. Clerical writers complained that the
word ' parson ' was used in many companies as a word of
contempt, and that young lawyers called them ' black
locusts.'" Bishop Trelawny wrote in 1703 that ' in West-
minster Hall, Atheism, Socinianism and perfect detestation

* Theword ' freethinker ' came in at thistime. ' Atheist is an old-fashioned
word, |'m a Freethinker, child.! Addison, The Drummer, Act 1.
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of the principles and government of the Universities is
allowed and justified.’

Y et it may be questioned whether the Universities were
not themselves at the bottom of the trouble. Collins,
Toland and the professed deists made the noise, but did not
carry the weight ; more profoundly and ultimately influen-
tial was the system of exact reasoning conducted by such
giants as Barrow, Newton, Locke and Bentley, and the
work of the Royal Society, in place of the mere learning and
oratory of the academic world before the Restoration.
These greater men sometimes descended into the field
against the ' Deists,' but they were themselves laying the
foundations of the larger reasonableness and latitudin-
arianism of the Eighteenth Century.

The avowedly anti-clerical writers, while showering
abuse on ' priestcraft,’ were careful to confine their philo-
sophic arguments within bounds. They eschewed the
! atheism ' of which they were accused, but claimed that
reason must be the arbiter of all doctrines ; and while they
tended by implication to efface the supernatural, they re-
tained thedivineelementinreligion. Therewasnothing of
Bradlaugh in Toland, Collins and young L ord Shaftesbury
under Anne, or in Bolingbroke and Pope in the following
reigns. They suffered therefore nothing worse than a
certain measure of social obloquy and a shower of enraged
pamphlets, and even these penalties were only dealt out to
those of them who were both Whigs and commoners.®

For, in spite of the outcries of the Lower House of
Convocation, times were not propitious in England for
persecution. The Church was rent by her own political
divisions, and her official representatives belonged to the
party that favoured toleration. And most Englishmen,
though they derived their political opinions chiefly from
their dislike of other people's religions, were heartily tired
of persecution in practice. The harsh enforcement of the
Clarendon Code in the reign of Charles Il had made life
uncomfortable for everyone, and had admittedly been very
bad for business. Moreover in 1702 aunited front for the
war against France was desired on patriotic grounds by many
strong High Churchmen, like the famous Tory pamph-
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leteer Davenant, and Queen Anne herself. The Whig
aristocracy protected the free expression of opinion, whether
Puritan or Deistic. The Puritans were only too glad to
make common cause with the Rationalists, to render
Toleration secure.  Some of the Tory leaders, like St. John,
the future Bolingbroke, were as pronounced freethinkers as
Collins himself, and were moreover libertines desirous of
anything rather than the revival of the authority of the
Church Courts over morals. The poems of Ned Ward,
the popular Tory poet, though full of hearty abuse of Papists
and Dissenters, areaso full of ribaldry, libertinage and some-
thing very like scoffing at religion. The High Church
clergy, who for a short while believed that the accession of
Anne meant a return to the age of Laud, raised a cry for
the revival of a compulsory penance and the ' primitive
discipline of the Church," but such pretensions, though
actively enforced by the clerical democracy of Scotland,
were in England a long-lost cause.*

The Press, too, had entirely escaped from ecclesiastical
control. The censorship had never been renewed since its
lapse in 1695 ; anyone therefore could print what he liked,

* E.g. The Church of England's Wish for the Restoring of Primitive Discipline,
1703-

It is remarkable that in 1705 the Chancellor of Worcester Diocese pronounced
sntence in the Bishop's Court on a Baronet for incontinency, condemning him
to appear in awhite shegt in the cathedral during service on a sated day. Whether
the sstence was carried out does not appear. Diary Francis Evans, p. xvii. Such
discipline, common in Scotland, was very rare in England in Ann€'s reign. In
ansver to the Bishop's question, ' Have any public penances been performed since
my lagt visitation ? ' almost every parson in Bucksreplied, ' None,' except in a cae
which was to defend a woman's character from dander, not to punish immorality.
In Lincolnshire there were some half dozen penances done for the whole county.
But in some rural digricts the authority of the Church Courts over sin died
rather more dowly. In country parishes of Oxfordshire the Churchwardens
still occasionally fulfilled their increasingly unpopular duty of * presenting * neigh-
bours for incontinence or the * fame * of it, before the Church Courts. Public
penancewas in such cae generally ordered, but sddom enforced ; it was occason-
ally commuted for money, more often neglected. Occasonally persons were
excommunicated for this, or for refusng to pay Church rates or other dues But
excommunication in Anne's reign meant nothing more than excuson from the
rites of the Church which the snner probably and the Dissenter certainly had no
wish in theworld to attend. In the Ide of Man penance was donein Church in a
white shegt as late as the reign of William IV (s A. G. Bradley, Our Centenarian
Grandfather, pp. 162-163). Wake MSS. Misc. 5 and 11, Epist. 5: Lambeth
MSS. 1115; S. A. Peyton's Oxfordshire Peculiars (1928, Oxf. Record Soc.),
pp- Ixx-Ixxv and passim.
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subject to such proceedings as might afterwards be taken
against him in Parliament or in a court of law for sedition,
libel or blasphemy. The Toleration Act, though strictly
limited in scope by its text, had in practice been extended to
persons outside its actual provisions, like Unitarians and
Papists, and had created an atmosphere antipathetic to the
persecution even of highly unpopular opinion. England
had moved far since the days of Elizabeth, when Unitarians
had been burnt at the stake.

The Roman Catholic body benefited by this change of
atmosphere. During a war with France on behalf of the
Protestant Succession, English Roman Catholics, who
could scarcely fail to be Jacobites at heart, might have been
expected to suffer something analogous to the cruelties
inflicted on the French Huguenots. But nothing of the
sort occurred. Roman services, so long as they were con-
ducted with some degree of privacy, were not interfered with
at all. At St. Winifred's shrine there was a continual come
and go of pilgrims, catered for by a whole regiment of
priests in thin disguise, which the Protestants of the neigh-
bourhood understood and respected. In every county in
England, Roman Catholic nobles or gentlemen kept priests
whose presence was neither obtruded on public notice
nor enquired into by the authorities. They ministered to
small congregations centring round the manor house. The
Whig Duke of Devonshire, who had suffered under James |1
and was ' a steady opposer of Popery and the French power,’
lived on excellent terms with the Roman Catholic gentlemen
in the neighbourhood of Chatsworth, ' and remembered his
Master King William saying that he came over to defend the
Protestants and not to persecute the Papists.’

In the Eighteenth Century, Roman Catholicism was an
aristocratic but unfashionable faith. It declined because
it dared make no public propaganda in face of the laws and
in face of a hostile public opinion. It was weakest in the
towns, except in so far as the immigration of Irish poor
into certain slum districts was beginning. The Roman
Catholics were strong only in Lancashire, and there alone
were they accused of making open propaganda. They



POSITION OF ROMAN CATHOLICS 57

made a certain show also among the landowners in North-
umberland, Durham, Yorkshire and the English counties
of the Welsh border. In Wales itself they were negligible.
And in the typical midland and southern shires they were
few and far between.  Enquiries frequently made through-
out the reign were answered in parish after parish by
the parson's assurance that there was ' No Papist," and
occasionally by the addendum ' Nor, God be thanked, no
Dissenter.' ©

To judge of the treatment of Roman Catholics merely
by reading the Statute Book would lead to error. For in
England the only part of the harsh laws against them which
was actually enforced was the laws excluding them, as the
Protestant Dissenters also were excluded, from civil office,
and a further law which subjected Roman Catholics to pay
doubleland tax. ' Only thesetwo laws are put in practice/
wrote Cardinal Paolucci's secret agent in the year 1710.
* As regards the exercise of their religion they enjoy it
entirely free! Such was the Roman Catholic official
account of the position in England under Anne. But the
same agent made a very different report as to the treatment
of his co-religionists in Ireland.*

The Protestant Dissenters, other than the Unitarians,
had obtained, under the provisions of the Toleration Act
of 1689, the privilege of public worship in their own
Meeting Houses. Except for occasional attacks by incen-
diary mobs in time of political excitement, this open public
worship was everywhere enjoyed throughout the reign of
Anne by the congregations of licensed Dissenting ministers.
But unlicensed preachers were still liable, like Daniel

¢ P.RO. Transcripts, 9, Rome, 101. The report (which is in Italian) adds:
* There is no person of distinction who cannot if he so desres keep a chaplain,
whether in town or in his country seat, without the government making any
enquiry.' Like many foreign reports of the day, it cdls the Tories' Anglicani
and the Whigs 'Presbiteriani.’ H.M.C. Portland, iv. pp. 86-87, gives typical
ingtances of the non-enforcement of the laws purporting to prevent Papists from
owning arms and good horses and travelling freely about England. Even at the
crisis of the war (1704) they rode what they liked, where they liked, armed as they
liked. But after the rising of the Catholic squires of Northumberland in 1715,
priests and their congregations were persecuted for awhile in the Northern Counties,
see EH.R, July 1929.
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Skingle at Hitchin, to be haled into the Spiritual Court and
forced to desist and to ask pardon. Few country villages
had a Meeting House, but few market towns were without
one or more.

The three principal Nonconformist bodies were Baptist,
Presbyterian and Quaker. It is uncertain which was
the most numerous in the country as a whole. The
Quakers had begun to decline in numbers and propagandist
zeal, after the revivalist ardours of George Fox and his
immediate disciples, which had swept over the common
people of England in the days of Cromwell and of the second
Charles. Toleration had not caused them to increase.
But there were still, even in remote hamlets, many more
Quakers than in later times. Denunciations of Quaker
blasphemy and misbelief were still an important part of
Church literature. In some towns the wealthy and
educated Dissenters were beginning that drift towards
Unitarianism which became a marked feature of English as
distinct from Scottish Presbyterianism.

AccordingtoDavenant, Nonconformity inAnne'sreign
was strong among seafaring men, among " lower trades-
men and artificers, manufacturers and day labourers/'
In some rural districts, like Bucks and Devon, the
Dissenters were much stronger than in others. All over
the country they were stronger in the market towns than in
the villages, in the cities stronger still, and in London they
were strongest of all.®* In 1711 a House of Commons
Committee reported that English Dissenters and French
Huguenots together made up afifth of the half-million in-
habitants of the London suburbs, exclusive of the City, and
that they had built themselves 88 chapels;®® the remain-
ing 400,000 potential Churchmen of the suburbs had only
28 parish churches among them. At the end of William's
reign aLord Mayor of London had been so indiscreet as to
attend his Nonconformist Meeting House with the official
insignia of the City. This had aroused a storm of indig-
nation and a cry of ' Church in Danger,"” to which the
accession of a Tory Queen gave fresh encouragement. The
violence of the language commonly used in attacks on
Dissenters is the violence common in the mouth of dominant
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parties ; the replies of the Puritans were of a milder strain,
very different from the'intolerant tone of the days of their
prosperity fifty years back.®®

In some districts, however, the relations of Churchmen
and Dissenters were more kindly than the controversial
literature of the time might lead one to suppose. In the
Yorkshire dales, where Nonconformity was strong, there
was much good feeling; and in some parishes, even in the
south, there were religious folk who attended both Church
and Chapel .’

In one respect the progress of science and scepticism
had already won an important battle for humanity. The
persecution of supposed witches had reached its height
under the Puritan Commonwealth. It had since been
declining, most rapidly among the educated class. The
reign of Anne saw the real end of witch trials. Judges and
country magistra