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INTRODUCTION.

THE popularity of Arthurian Legend, and the influence
which it has had on four centuries of English literatu.e,
is so great that apology perhaps is not required for
adding another to the many editions of Malory’s
Le Morte & Arthur. Some excuse, however, must always
be made for publishing the work of an author in
shortened form, and in defence of these selections the
following pleas may be fairly urged. Owing partly to
the nature of the task which Malory set himself to per-
form, and partly to the confusing way in which Caxton
divided his work into chapters, the story as put before us
in the Globe, the best of modern editions, is so intricate
and difficult to follow that many readers, attracted at
first by the beauty of the prose and by the ‘noble feats’
of Arthur and his knights, turn at last from the book
with something akin to weariness and disgust. Malory’s
own example has therefore been followed, and just as
he made ‘selections’ from the great mass of Arthurian
romance, so this book has shortened Malory by leaving
out incidents which interrupt and confuse the progress
of the story, or are merfiliy repetitions of the same
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adventures in a different form. The whole of the
‘Tristram’ and part of the ‘Launcelot,” belonging as
they do to a distinct and separate branch of the
romance, are omitted, and these selections attempt to
put before the reader in connected form the ¢Coming
of Arthur,” the ‘Quest of the Holy Grail,” the ‘Launcelot
and Elaine,” as well as the story of thg events which,
as they lead to the final catastrophe, have given to the
whole book the name of Le Morte d’ Arthur. The text
of the Globe edition has been followed. This text has
modernized the spelling, and in one or two instances
only has eliminated expressions unsuitable to modern
taste; but it has retained old grammatical forms, and
after a careful comparison with Dr. Sommer’s reprint,
the editor of this book has been able to find only one
or two instances where (with the exception of the
spelling) the original text is not faithfully represented.
The reader must therefore understand that it is Malory
himself and not Malory in a modern aress that he will
read in these pages. Malory’s prose is so clear and com-
prehensible to the reader of to-day that to re-write his
story is nothing less than a crime—a crime as great as
it would be to put into nineteenth century form the
language of the Bible or the Adventures of Robinson Crusoe.
For these selections therefore the editor may fairly
plead the example of Malory himself, and may say, as
did Arthur, when he ‘shorted’ the giant by smiting
off both his legs by the knee, “Now art thou better of
a size to deal with than thou were.” In the place of
Caxton’s division into chapters, which is no part of
Malory’s work, a new arrangement has been adopted ;
and as a help to the student of fifteenth century
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English there have been added a glossary and a chapter
on Malory’s grammar, based, in accordance with a
suggestion of Dr. Sommer, on Abbott’'s Shakespearian
Grammar. An attempt has also been made in an
Appendix to put before the reader an account of the
¢Grail’ literature, and of the difficult questions which
it involves. The notes, as far as possible, explain
points of interest which arise in the text or in the
story ; but those, to whom notes, glossaries, and
grammars are no better than the vexing of dreams,’
may discard them altogether and confine themselves to
the enjoyment of the magic words of the author, who
tells even better than our own poet these ‘sad stories
of the death of kings.’

With this much by way of preface, an attempt
must now be made to investigate the causes of the
wonderful popularity which, for seven centuries at
least, Arthurian legend has enjoyed in our own
country, and by this investigation to trace the gradual
growth of the vast body of literature in which it has

foynd expression.

@rthurian legend has, to put the matter shortly,
efMfjoyed this popularity because it combines two main
elements—the glorification of a national he1> and a
collection of national fairy tales. The word “national,’
be it noted, is used deliberately, for the Normans could,
in their dislike for the Saxons, adopt Arthur as a hero
of their own, just as a later age could look on an
Arthur, a Hereward, and a Richard I., though differing
in race, as all alike national heroes. And the fairy
tales, though Celtic in origin, soon lost their distinctive
dress and became part of the folklore of the nation.

Arthuria
Legend
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Celtic saints, moreover, had from the first been cele-
brated in Anglo-Norman poetry, and the Legend of
St. Brandan is the subject of the poem dedicated by
Benedict to Adelaide, the wife of Henry I. (Ten Brink,
L 137).

When, however, Arthur is called a national hero, a
belief in his actual existence is necessarily implied, and,
as from the days of Caxton there have ever been “divers
men who hold that there was no such Arthur, and
Lhat all such books as been made of him be but feigned
and fables,” it is important that this belief should be
as far as possible justified. An attempt will therefore
be made to state clearly what history has to say on
the subject, and to distinguish this from what is merely
a tradition or belief.

The formation of the Saxon kingdom of Wessex
began in A.D. 495, when Cerdic and Cynric landed at
Cerdics-ora, and “the same day fought against the
Welsh” (4.S. Chr.). In 519 A.D. Cerdic and Cynric
“obtained the kingdom of the West Saxons” (id.). No
part of Somerset, however, was conquered by the
Saxons till the time of Ceawlin, who in 577 defeated
the Britons at Deorham (Dyrham near Chipping Sod-
bury), and took Gloucester, Cirencester, and Bath (id.).
He also conquered Somerset as far as the Axe
(Freeman). Thus we find that during the early years
of the sixth century the Saxons were successfully kept
out of Somerset.

Gildas, the British Jeremiah, was born in the year
of the battle of Mt. Badon, and is therefore a contem-
porary authority. He mentions Ambrosius Aurelianus,
the last of the Romans, who led the Britons successfully
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against the Saxons, and he goes on to say, that some-
times the British, sometimes the enemy won, till the
year of the siege of Mt. Badon (A.D. 516),! near the mouth
of the Severn, “nearly the last but not the least slaughter
of the enemy” (Hist. § 26). He makes no mention of
Arthury and this would be very important were it not
that he is absolutely vague as to this period, and men-
tions in his History no British king or chief except
Vortigern. In his Zpistle he bitterly upbraids five
British kings—Constantine (see note on 186. 12),
Aurelius Conanus, Vortiporius, Cuneglasus and Mag-
locunus, who are his contemporaries, and rule over
different parts of the island. Maglocunus he calls insul-
aris draco (cf. note on Pendragon, 7. 1,), and accuses
him of having oppressed, in his early youth, with
* sword, spear, and fire, the king his uncle and his brave
soldiers, whose faces were like young lions.” He also
charges him with forcibly carrying off and openly
marrying the wife of his nephew.

The Historia Britonum, ascribed to Nennius, is the
next authority; but, as the authorship is quite un-
certain, this cannot be said to have the weight that
attaches to Gildas. The work is attributed (1) to Nen-
nius, (2) to Mark the Anchorite—both of whom seem
to have lived in the ninth century, and (3) to Gildas
himself. The conclusion of the editor of Monumenta
Historica Britannica is that the authorship has yet tc
be determined, but that the principal portion of the
work was written long before Bede flourished, and that
a first edition of the work appeared in A.D. 674.

10r 493, according to M. de la Borderie, whose view is
wccepted by Rhys (Celtic Britain, 108).

8. Nennius,
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The earliest Ms. is of the tenth century. (Pref. to
M. HB.,, pp. 68, 108 109.) M. de la Borderie, ..
the other hand, claims to have proved that the
whole work was by one author, and was written in
A.D. 822,

The Historia Britonwm says that “in those days
Arthur fought with the kings of the Britains” against
the Saxons, that he won twelve battles in different
parts of Britain, in the eighth of which he bore on
his shoulders the image of the Virgin; and that the
twelfth was Mt. Badon, where he slew 940 men
with his own hand. In this, the first historical
mention of Arthur, his exploits have already become
to some extent legendary.

The Annales Cambriae, the earliest Ms. of which
is of the end of the tenth or beginning of the eleventh
century, contain notices which, “though very brief,
are highly valuable” (Pref. to M.H.B., p. 93). Ac-
cording to these ‘Annals,” “the best of all existing
authorities” (Zd., p. 60), the battle of Mt. Badon was
fought in 516, “in which battle Arthur carried the
cross of our Lord on his shoulders three days and
three nights, and the Britons were victors.” Under
the year 537 the ‘“Annals” say, “The battle of
Camlann, in which Arthur and Medraut fought.”

This closes the list of historical references to the
subject. The history of Geoffrey, though probably
containing much that is true, is so mixed with fable
that it is worthless as evidence.

To sum up these results, we have the following facts :
(1) The Saxons were kept out of Somerset till 577 ;
(2) In 516 (possibly 493) they were beaten at a



INTRODUCTION. xiii

great and decisive battle at Mt. Badon; (3) the
conqueror of Mt. Badon was named Arthur. The
first two statements may be regarded as certain, and
the third as falling but little short of absolute
certainty.

Turning to indirect evidence, we have the tradltlons 5. Indirect
and legends current among the Welsh, in which Arthur fmidence.
is always called amherawdyr or ¢mperator. Now, under
Roman rule, there were three great officers—the Comes
Britanniae, the Comes Littoris Saxonici, and the Dux Bri-
tanniarum, of whom the first had general, and the two
latter local military control (Nofitia utriusque Imperd).
In Welsh the successors of the last two are called by
the inferior name of gwledig or prince. Arthur’s special
title of imperator would be explained by 'the hypo-
thesis that he was comes Brifannige, and that when the
power of Rome ceased the title was given to this
officer, as being the chief of the three. This would also
fit in with the words of Nennius quoted above, *fought
with the kings of the Britons” (Rhys, Arthurian
Legend, p. 7). Moreover, the name ¢ Arthur’ is, as was
first pointed out by the late Mr. Coote in his Romans
of Britain (p. 189), the equivalent of the Latin name
Artorius. In any case tradition and legend alike testify
to the existence of a successful warrior named Arthar,
who defeated the Saxons. Secondly, the geographical
details of the legends themselves fit in, on the whole,
with the hypothesis. ~Camelot (Cadbury), Caerleon,
Silchester, and Rutupae (mentioned by Geoffrey) are
the chief scenes of the story, and are names that could
hardly have heen supplied by writers in the time of
Henry II. Lastly, Gildas’ account of Maglocunus (the
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Méelgwyn of the Welsh), has, as was first pointed out
by Professor Sayce (see Academy, Aug. 30, Sept. 6,
13, 27, 1884), a very strong resemblance to the story
of Mordred, and it must be noted that the fact that
Arthur's name is omitted in connection with Mt.
Badon is not so remarkable when we remember that
Gildas has also omitted the name of the king, the
leader of the lion-like troops defeated by Maglocunus.
The Annales Cambriae, inasmuch as they have no other
c'antry under the year 537, also add to the evidence
of an historic Mordred, and one other piece of evidence
will be adduced later.

Turning now to the tales of wonder and magic and
adventure with which the Arthurian legend is associated,
these have' been clearly shown by Professor Rhjs to
be Celtic in their origin. He accounts for their asso-
ciation with Arthur by the hypothesis that there was
a Brythonic divinity named Arthur, or with a name
8o closely resembling Arthur that the two names were
identified. This name is assumed to be Artor, which
means ‘ the ploughman’ (root ar, Latin aro), and may be
compared with the Gaulish epithet of the god called in
Latin Mercurius Avrtaius, ie., Mercurius Cultor. This
Brythonic deity was either a ‘¢Culture Hero’ or per-
haps the Celtic Zeus, and he may be compared with
Airem in Irish mythic history. Guenever is to be
compared with Etain, the wife of Airem, who was
carried off by Mider, the fairy king, just as Guenever
herself was seized by Meleagrance and afterwards by
Mordred. Meleagrance is Melwas, whose realm is
the abode of the dead, and the capture of Guenever
and KEtain, are, mythologically speaking, expressions
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of the one idea of the god of darkmess carrying
away ‘the goddess of dawn. It is easy to find
parallels in Celtic myth to the other heroes of Arthur’s
court, e.g. Gawaine or Gwalchmai (of the Mabinogion) is
the Solar Hero (cf. 159. z3 of our text and the note),
and he too is killed by Mordred, the Power of Dark-
ness. But according to the mythic idea, the Solar Hero
should have returned ; it is not Gawaine, however, but
Arthur, the Culture Hero, who survives to himself
subdue the Power of Darkness. ‘“In this unmythlike
ending we may possibly detect the disturbing influ-
ence of a historical fact.” The Grail stories too are
Celtic in origin, and the Grail itself may be compared
to the Cauldron of the Head of Hades, or the Cauldron
of Bran with its life-restoring powers. ¥or further
information on this part of the subject, the reader is
referred to Rhys’' Studies in the Arthurian Legend, from
which the foregoing account is derived.! Enough has
been said, however, to show that the legends as we
have them do possess this combination of a historical
with a mythological element, and it is no doubt to this
that we may attribute their extraordinary vitality. It
is now also easy to see an explanation of the existence
of fragments of Arthur legend in places remote from
Somerset. In Scotland, and even in Sicily (though
here we might suspect that a local legend has assumed
under Norman rule an Arthurian dress), we find hills
under which sleep Arthur and his men, who one day
will come again.

1 With the main results of Professor Rhys’ investigation it is
impossible to disagree, but for some of the incidents of the story
» different explanation will be suggested later.
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The knowledge of this Arthurian legend, confined
for some centuries to Brittany and Wales, was in the
first instance extended by means of the Breton lai, the
natural and appropriate home of the Celtic saga. On
these, lais were based the songs recited by the jongleur
in the Norman and French Courts, and thes¢ songs
may be considered in part the basis of the Arthurian
romance, which made its appearance in literary form
in the twelfth century.l
* This appearance was due to Geoffrey, Archdeacon of
Monmouth, and afterwards Bishop of St. Asaph, who,
about the year 1145 published his famous Historia
Britonum-—a history which he pretends to have trans-
lated from a very ancient book in the British tongue
brought to*him by Walter, Archdeacon of Ozxford,
which contained the history of all the British kings
from the first king Brutus to Cadwallader, the son
of Cadwallo. This book is the most extraordinary
jumble of impossible fiction with fragments of history,
and its nature may be judged from the following
examples. Brutus is the grandson of Ascanius, the
son of Aeneas. Brennius, a later king, is identified
with or invented from Brennus, the Gaul who sacked
Rome, and Bladud was the founder of Bath when
Haggai prophesied in Israel. He is generally supposed
to have invented the whole of this wonderful story,
but as Dunlop says, in his History of Fiction, he probably
derived a large part from Breton romances, and mixed
up with it passages from Nennius and other more or

1 Rh§s does not accept the view expressed by Ten Brink that
the Tristan saga is independent of the Arthurian saga. (Ten
Brink, 1. 174, R. 4.L. 378.)
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less historical sources. Bo that as it may, and thoigh
the book is of course worthless as a historical authority,
it is hard to over-estimate the effect which it has pro-
duced on English literature from that time till the
days of Shakspeare himself, who borrowed from it the
story of King Lear.

The immediate effect produced upon Geoffrey’s con-
temporaries can only be understood when we remember
that his was the age of the wandering story-teller, the
jongleur, and troubadour, who spread from castle to castlo
and court to court the lays which they recited or sang
to the accompaniment of the harp. Many of these
Welsh stories were therefore known not only in Wales
and in Brittany, but in Normandy and at the court of
the English king. 1. was, too, the time of tlle Crusades,
when warriors returning home brought back wonderful
tales of the magic East, and when the valiant deeds
of mighty knights were the surest way to the hearts
of fair ladies. This was therefore an age only too glad
to accept without criticism any account, however fabu-
lous, of the unknown past. As far as the story of
Arthur goes, Geoffrey gives us the tale of Merlin and
a history of Arthur, the chief feature of which is the
war in which he conquered Western Europe. This
war is described at great length, but Geofirey has
nothing to say about Launcelot, the Grail, Percivale, or
Gawaine, or any of the knights of King Arthur except
Bedver, the butler, who is killed in the Roman War.
Geoffrey then did not add much to the legend, but as
a history it was received with delight, and credulously
believed by a court only too anxious, as Gibbon points

out, to glorify the British at the expense of the hated
b
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Saxon. For the poet and romance writer Geoffrey’s
History served to give the necessary historical frame-
work or background to the legends which were
already recited or sung in many a castle hall, and
the Arthurian romance immediately sprang into literary
existence. '

As early as 11556 the Anglo-Norman trouvére Wace,
a native of Jersey, turned Geofirey’s Latin Chronicle
into verse. This in its turn was so popular that it
has led to the loss of what would have been very
interesting to see—an earlier version by Gaimar,
another Anglo-Norman #rowvére. 1In all the Mss. of
Gaimar the earlier part has been omitted, and Wace's
Brut put in its place.

About tliis time (before 1200) appeared also the
romances of Chrestien de Troyes, to be immediately
followed by those of Gautier de Doulens, Robert de
Boron, Manessier, Gerbert, and others, one of which
is attributed, in all probability wrongly, to Walter Map.
Wace's Brut was turned into Early English verse by
Layamon before 1200.

Layamon was born in Worcestershire on the banks
of the Severn, and appears to have been thoroughly
familiar with British traditions. Hence he has not
only the credit of being the first poet to celebrate
Arthurian legend in English verse, but he has added
largely from his own store to the Brut of Wace.
Geoffrey was translated again into Anglo-French verse
by Pierre de Langtoft in the reign of Edward I. His
History is also the basis of the English Metrical Chronicle
of the Kings of England from the Siege of Troy to the death
of Henry III., written in 1298 by Robert, the monk of
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Gloucester. With these later versions of the Brut and
the Chronicles we are not now concerned, but to the
romance writers mentioned above, and to Wace and
Layamon we owe nearly the whole of the great mass
of Arthurian legend very much in the form in which
we now possess it. To Chrestien the earliest, and per-
haps the most important of these writers, we owe Le
Conte del Ghaal and most of the Percivale and Launcelot
tales, and to Robert de Boron the Merlin and the early
history of the Grail. The Grail legends may be said
to form a separate class, and for a more particular
account of the literature of this subject the reader
is referred to the Appendix. Follpwing on and
based on the works of the above-mentioned writers
come in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries a con-
siderable number of English metrical romances, the
authorship of which is unknown.

The next point which demands our attention is the
form or dress in which these romances were presented
to the world, and here it is necessary to insist once
more on the somewhat remarkable fact that this enor-
mous mass of romance was chiefly produced between
the end of the twelfth and the middle of the thirteenth
centuries. It is therefore in the dress of this time
that the dramatis personae appear on the stage. Arthur
and his knights, whether historic or mythical, appear
in the armour and with the manners and morals of the
barons and knights of Henry II. and his sons, and of
Henry III. The influence of the Crusades is clearly
to be traced, and we shall find in the stories a distinct
reflection of the teaching and power of the Church at

that time. Indeed, it is not too much to say that in
b2
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Arthur and his knights we may see portrayed the char.
acters of the most important actors on the stage of
contemporary life. To this point reference will again
be made. (See p. xxviii.)

But though the general form of the original romance
is retained by successive writers, it is interesting to
note their efforts to make the story appear life-like and
modern, by the introduction of slight alterations and
additions in keeping with the events of their own time.
Thus, in the twelfth century romances we have refer-
ences to the doctrine of transubstantiation, to the Ordeal
by Combat, to the Cistercians and to the incidents of
feudal tenure. In the later versions allusion is made
to the influence of the Commons, to the inquiry by a
jury into civil disputes, to Parliament, to artillery and
possibly to the Wars of the Roses. In the same way
Dover is substituted for the earlier Rutupae, and the
bishop of Rochester and archbishop of Canterbury take
the places of the bishop of Gloucester and of the arch-
bishop of Legions.!

We must now proceed to give some account of the im-
mediate sources from which Malory has drawn his Noble
Book of King Arthur. Here it will be well to recapitulate
the various steps in the evolution of Arthurian romance.
They are as follows: (1) a historic Arthur; (2) a
mythical Arthur, with whom he is identified; (3) the
gradual growth around this central figure of a mass of
Celtic folklore tales; (4) the development of this growth
into the lai and the song of the jonglewr; (5) the

1See the notes on 91. 20, 26. 11, 29. 22, 137. 15, 48. 30, 14. 26,
59. 6 and 8, 14. 13, 180. 3, 161. 19, 162. 20, 163. 27, 164. 4, 147.
19, 10. 10,
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publication of Geoffrey’s Historia Britonum, to be im-
mediately followed by the appearance of these lais and
songs in literary form, and in the dress of the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries.

Before Malory’s time Arthurian romance may be Malory's
said t6 have ecrystallized into three distinct forms, )
which deal (1) with Merlin and the early history
of Arthur, (2) with Launcelot, including the Quest
of the Grail and the death of Arthur, (3) with
Tristram ; and it is these three separate romances
which Malory has attempted to combine into one
continuous story. Owing to the exhaustive labours
of Dr. Sommer, we are now able to'trace to their
immediate source all the books of Malory except the
seventh, containing the adventures of Beaumains, the
hero of Tennyson’s Gareth and Lynetfe. The original of
this story has yet to be found. Most of Malory’s sources
were, as he says, “French books,” but his fifth book is
a prose rendering of the English metrical romance called
La Morte Arthur, by a Scotch poet named Huchown,
and Books XVIIL, XX., and XXI. are partly taken from
an English metrical version called Le Morte Arthur.

The table on the next page, which has been con-
structed from Dr. Sommer’s large table (111, 12), will
show clearly all Malory’s sources. A more particular
account of the sources of those books from which these
selections have been made will be found in the notes
introductory to each part.

On the nature of Malory’s work two widely differing Malory's work
views have been expressed. Sir Edward Strachey re-
gards him as having consciously planned and produced
a great prose epic, while others look on him as a
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Zusammenstoppler, a more or less clumsy manufacturer
of a literary patchwork quilt. From the internal
evidence of the book it seems clear that to Malory
the whole story presented itself as the definite working
out of a great tragedy, the punishment of an unconscious

TABLE OF SOURCES.

Cuass oF

)
ROMANCE MarorY’s Booxs.

PARTICULAR SOURCE.

Merlin I.-1V. Boron’s ¢ Merlin,” ‘Ordinary
Merhn,” ‘Suite de Merhn
(French).

v. Huchown’s ‘ La Morte Arthur’

(English).

‘ Lancelot’ attributed to Map
(French).

Lancelot . VI.

Uncertain Unknown.

Tristram

VII.

vIL-X. (part)

¢Tristan,” attributed to the
fictitious Luces de Gast
(French).

Meilin X. 32-50

¢ Prophecies of Merlin.’

Lancelot XI.—XII.

X1II.~XVIL

XVIII.-XXI.

¢ Lancelot,’ as above.

¢‘La Queste del Saint Graal’
(part3of ‘Lancelot’asabove).

‘La Morte au Roi Artus’ (part

4 of ‘Lancelot),” and ‘Le
Morte Arthur’ (English
Metrical Version).

(Part of x1X. is uncertain.)

sin, and reference to this mofif is frequently made.
King Lot’s wife of Orkney came to Carlion ‘“to espy the
court of King Arthur, and she was a passing fair lady,
wherefore the king cast great love unto her; but all
this time King Arthur knew not that King Lot’s wife
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was his sister” (M. . 17). Later, Merlin says to him,
“Ye have done a thing late that God is displeased with
you, and your sister shall have a child that shall destroy
you, and all the knights of your realm” (M. 1. 18).
To destroy this child Arthur sends all the children
born on May Day to sea in a ship (the only eruel or
unknightly act recorded of him), but Mordred alone
is wonderfully saved and brought up by a good man,
to become, in after time, the means of vengeance on
Arthur (M. 1. 25). Again, “Merlin told unto King
Arthur of the prophecy that there should be a great
battle beside Salisbury, and Mordred, his own sgn,
should be against him” (M. 1. 11). ,So in the last
act but one of the drama, though it is Agravaine who
takes the chief part in denouncing the Queen, and
Gawaine, whose thirst for vengeance prevents a recon-
ciliation between Arthur and Launcelot, yet to Mordred
a distinct part is assigned, and in the final catastrophe
Mordred’s rebellion causes Gawaine to forgive Launcelot,
that Mordred may be left as the sole remaining instru-
ment of vengeance on Arthur. Nor does it seem to be
accidental that in the last great fight every soldier of
Mordred is killed, and he is left alone on the field to
slay with his own hand his father, the king. Malory,
moreover, has been blamed for applying to his book
the name which in the romances belongs only to the
later part. But this may well have been done with
deliberate intention, for to the story, regarded as a
tragedy, the Death of Arthur is the most appropriate
name that could be chosen.

It would appear then that Strachey is correct in his
view, and that in Malory’s Morte &’ Arthur we have
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treated in epic form a great English tragedy, which
in design may be compared with the Greek tragedies
connected with the house of Laius. But, admitting that
this was Malory’s conception, it cannot, on the other
hand, be denied that the design is but ill carried out.
The book is too long, the incidents are too nuraerous,
are wanting in coherence, and are often contradictory.
The materials, however, from which Malory drew pre-
sented, no doubt, enormous difficulties. Some idea of
tae inordinate length of the romances may be gathered
from Mr. Nutt's Studies on the Legend of the Holy
@rail, where the mere summaries, though in print, offer
a formidable task to the reader. And when we reflect
that every one of Malory’s sources was in MS. (most
of which were in Anglo-French), and that they were
themselves in many instances mutually incoherent and
contradictory, ample excuse may be found for the faulty
execution of the book.

But whichever view be adopted, Malory's claim to
high literary rank rests on other and surer grounds.
He is the first great English prose writer, and his book,
owing to its popularity, has done more perhaps than
any other of the works printed by Caxton to fix the
literary style of the sixteenth century.

The Morte & Arthur was written in 1470, and by this
time the period of Middle English was drawing to a
close. Between Middle and Modern English it is, of
course, impossible to draw a hard and fast line, and
Malory may be said either to close the one period or
to begin the other, or perhaps with greater truth to
mark the transition between the two periods. The
English of Chaucer presents considerable difficulty to
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the ordinary reader, but in the seventy years after his
death the development of the language was so rapid
that the English of Caxton is intelligible without more
than an occasional reference to a glossary. Of this
transitional period there are many marks in Malory,
who uses old and new forms, in some cases side by side.
These and other forms now obsolete are collected and
discussed in the Note on Malory’s Grammar.

Malory has not been able to conceal the fact that
most of his work is a translation, but French usages
and constructions though present do not detract from
the forcible and idiomatic nature of his English. Aad
even when he is adapting from an English metrical ver-
sion he is able to give just the turn or add just the word
which is wanting to make the picture life-like and clear.
“Their horses went in blood past the fetlocks” is an
improvement on the versifier'’s “stedys. . . . Amonge
hem waden in the blode.” Where he discards or forgets
the metrical version he is at his best ; the sentences, “he
laid them cold to the earth” (killed them), and *the
best of us all had been full cold at the heart-root had
not Sir Launcelot been better than we,” are the work
of a master hand. The “mariner’s noise of hale and
how,” the horse’s knees which “brast to the hard bone,”
and the curse which the bishop “did in the most
orgulous wise that might be done,” are instances of the
artist’s power of producing a picture by a few bold lines.
Malory is no less happy in his use of simile and metaphor,
in which he is seldom commonplace. A hermit, for
instance, is clad ‘in a religious weed, and in the armour
of our Lord.’ Sir Tristram, in the mélée, *“fared among
those knights like a greyhound among the conies,” and
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the dying Sir Hemison says, with splendid alliteration,
“the deep draughts of death draw to my heart that I
may no longer live.”

In the use of epithets Malory is somewhat sparing:
they are too often conventional and suffer from repeti-
tion, but we meet occasionally with epithets that are
both appropriate and add to the picture. Sir Dinadan
is afraid of Sir Launcelot’s “boisterous spear,” while
Arthur seizes his “with a great eager heart.” Sir
Tristram burnt all the ships of the Saxons unto the
“cold water,” and when wounds are inflicted “the hot
blood” falls “fresh to the carth.”!

It is, however, in dignity and pathos that Malory
perhaps most excels; and few passages in English
literature can be found to match the stately music of
the prose in which Malory describes the death of
Arthur, the mourning of Launcelot at the death of
Guenever, or Ector's lament when he saw the body of
his brother Launcelot lying dead in his castle of Joyous
Gard.

When we consider the nature of Malory’s work, any
reflections on the moral purpose of the book would
appear to be superfluous, nor can we justly credit the
author with any definite intention of *pointing a
moral” by the incidents which he uses to “adorn” his
“tale.” As Caxton, however, by his preface has dis-
tinctly and boldly challenged criticism in this respeet,
and as this challenge was promptly accepted by serious
writers of the next century and has again been supported

1 Most of these quotations are taken from passages mot in-
cluded in this book, in the hope that they may induce the
reader to extend his knowledge of Malory.
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hy modern critics, some comment would appear to be
necessary.

Caxton claims that all was ¢ written for our doctrine
and for to beware that we fall not to vice nor sin,
but to follow virtue.” Ascham, on the other hand,
with the fiery zeal of the reformer, selects the Morte
d’Arthur from the books of chivalry “made by idle monks
or wanton canons,” for especial condemnation. The
whole pleasure of the book he says, “standeth in two
especial points, in open manslaughter and bold bawdry,
in which book those he counted the noblest knights
that do kill most men without any quarrel, and commwit
foulest advouteries by subtlest shifts. This is good
stuff for wise men to laugh at, or honest men to take
pleasure at. Yet I know when God’s Bible was
banished the Court and Mort Arthur received into the
Prince’s Chamber. What toys the daily reading of such
a book may work in the will of a young gentleman or
a young maid that liveth wealthily and idly, wise
men can judge and honest men do pity.” T%e Schole-
muster.  Arber’s Reprint, p. 80.

Readers of Tennyson again, expect to find in Malory
an Arthur, a Launcelot, and a Galahad such as they
know in the Zdylls of the King, and Malory’s Noble Tule
of the Sancgreal has been, even by sober critics, extrava-
gantly praised for the moral lesson which it enforces.

Malory, however, has himself contributed little or
nothing to the development of the characters of the
book, who owe their personality entirely to the authors
from whom he drew. But if we bear this in mind, a
brief consideration of Arthur and his knights, as we
find them, not in Tennyson, but in the Morte d' Arthur,



Arthur.

xxviii MORTE D’ARTHUR.

may throw some light on the very different views ex:
pressed by Caxton and by the tutor of Queen Elizabeth.

The romances, it must be remarked at once, are,
with the exception of the Queste del Graal, devoid of
any definite moral purpose, nor are they on that account
the worse; but they do draw a hard and fast line
between virtue and vice, according to the best standard
of the age in which they were written.

{Arthur, in Malory, is the ideal of the feudal lord who
by his own might can and does win the submission of
his vassals, who can protect them from outward assault,
and settle internal quarrels with justice and wisdom.
Obscure in origin like William I, he gains the sub-
mission of his own barons and then proceeds to
further corquests. Like William I. also he is ruthless
in the overthrow of his enemies, and “open man-
slaughter ” is the means by which his power is attained.
But like William he is also just, and so he ‘was never
shamed of his promise.” He has, too, the kingly gift
of retaining the allegiance of his best men, and his
end is due, like that of Henry IIL, to the rebellion of
his own son. His relations with women are exactly
in keeping with those of his age, in whose judgment
the only “bad false love” was that of the married
man for any woman but his wife (see Ten Brink, Bk. 11.,
c. vii.), Hence he was never untrue to Guenever.
He is, of course, the central figure of the romance, and
the natural tendency of the age was to ascribe to such
a hero every possible virtue and to add to his exploits
from every conceivable source. Alexander the Great
was in the same way the hero of numerous romances,
and in poems of the twelfth century by Lambert the
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Crooked and Alexander de Paris he is held up, says
Ten Brink, as a “standard not only for kings but also
for knights, ecclesiastics, matrons, and maidens.” (T. B.
1. 166.)

Here then, if a short digression may be allowed, we A digressiox
may find the possible explanation of some of "the
incidents of the Arthurian legend. Professor Rhys
would trace the continental wars of Arthur to Celtic
myth, and sees in this incident the survival of the
Culture Hero's visit to Hades. Is it not more likely’
that this story of the conquest of Rome has, instead
of a mythical, a quasi-historical source, and that
Geoffrey, with some confused knowledge of the his-
tory of Constantine the Great or of Maximus, both of
whom were connected with Britain, either.ignorantly
or intentionally transferred to Arthur some of the
events which were associated with their names? This
at any rate appears to be exactly what he has done
with his mythical Brennius. Again, while the carrying
away of Guenever by Meleagraunce (M., Bk. x1x.)
seems to be exactly explained by a reference to Celtic
myth, the story of Mordred has not only, as Professor
Rhys points out, an unmythlike ending, but it has
also so strong a resemblance to a story from everyday
life, that one is inclined to see in it only a small frag-
ment of ancient history dressed up in twelfth century
attire. Gildas and Nennius supply between them some
historical foundation for the incident, and the develop-
ment of the story may easily be supplied from the
writer’s experience. It is, of course, curiously parallel
‘to the conduet of John to his father and his brother
Richard, but the date of Geoffrey’s Historia makes it
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clear that the treacherous seizing of the kingdom by
Mordred is not founded on the action of John during
the absence of his brother.

To return to the characters of our story, the Guenever
of Malory does not call for special comment. It
should be noted, however, that while in Tennyson it
is the woman who is chiefly to blame, in Malory she
is either not blamed at all or her fault is no greater
than that of Launcelot. But with her, as with her
lover, repentance is aroused not by the remembrance
of a guilty love so much as by the thought that their
love has entailed such unfortunate consequences.

In Launcelot we have the beau ideal of chivalry as
seen, perhaps, in Richard 1. He is invincible in
knightly contest and he never fails in courtesy, while
his intrigue with the queen is entirely in keeping with
the ideas of his age when every knight had his lady
love (usually a married woman), to whose service he
was devoted. Hence the poet’s lines,

¢Tis honour rooted in dishonour stood,
And faith unfaithful kept him falsely true,”

partly but not completely describe his position. His
attachment to Guenever, according to the standard of
the day, was a matter not of dishonour at all, but rather
of honour, and to this honourable attachment he was,
as every knight should be, true till the end. He was
“falsely true” not to Guenever, but to Arthur, who
unfortunately combined the parts of hushand of his
lady-love and of feudal superior. Launcelot’s repentance
is not for his love, illicit according to our notions, but
for the fact that an attachment, honourable enough
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when judged by the standard of his day, had led him
into the false position of rebellion against his feudal
lord. Here we have the key to the whole story.
Launcelot, as the model knight, has to choose between
two conflicting duties—he would have been shamed
for ever had he deserted the queen; but having once
accomplished her rescue, he is ready to submit to any
and every humiliation rather than fight against Arthur,
“for I would never see that most noble king that made
me knight neither slain ne shamed.” The war too, be
it noted, is caused directly by Gawaine’s violence, and
Launcelot plays throughout an unwilling part.

While Launcelot represents the polished, courteous
knight, attaining in every respect to the highest
standard of chivalry, Gawaine gives us the interesting
picture of the man of every-day life. In the earlier
romances, and even in the later Gawaine and the Greene
Knight, he was as much the ideal knight as Launce-
lot himself, but in our romance he has a different
but, a distinct individuality. Impetuous and eager, he
is the first to undertake the Quest of the Grail; but
the same impetuosity leads to his slaying his sworn
brother, and evaporates before the Quest is attained.
In the last books we see the passionate desire to avenge
the death of his brother, which characterized the feuds
between the great houses of the time. He is, as the
hermit says, a ‘“murderer,” but he only differs from
others in so far as the violence natural to his age is
neither redeemed by the softening influence of a service
vowed to a lady, nor mitigated by obedience to the teach-
ing of the Church. He soon wearies of the good advice
of the hermit, and we may sum up his character by

Gawaine,
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swying that he is the photograph and not the artist’s
portrait of an average baron of the time.

In the ‘Queste’ the chief heroes, Galahad and Percival,
are enveloped in a mysticism which detracts from the
reality of their characters, but the ‘Queste’stands to some
extent apart from the rest of the books in that the
author, whoever he was, does appear to have had a
distinct purpose in view. Much praise has been be-
stowed on him for his lofty conception of the ideal ot
a true knight, and more especially for his reverent
treatment of womanhood. Mr. Nutt, on the other hand,
gays that “he who draws such lofty and noble teachings
from the ¢ Que.te del Saint Graal’ must first bring them
himself,” and sees in his treatment of women nothing
but a minute working out of the monkish theory that
woman was a hindrance, in any and every relation, to
the attainment of the kingdom of God. This is doubt-
less true, but it is only part of the truth. What we
have to remember is this, that between the treatment
of the legend by Chrestien and by the author of.the
‘Queste,” an enormous advance has been made. In
Chrestien chastity is not a virtue at all. His con-
tinuator Gerbert treats the subject in a different spirit;
but he, on Mr. Nutt’'s own showing, is later than and
has been influenced by the ¢Queste.” The ‘Queste,’
moreover, is remarkable for its presentment in the story
of Launcelot of the moral struggle between the inclination
to sin and the desire of virtue. The story of Bors ana
Lionel is also worthy of notice as an example of ¢piety,’
to use the word in its classical sense, which at that
time must have been rarely found in actual life. The
‘Queste’ at any rate deserves this praise. It is the
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direct outcome of the best and highest teaching of the
Church in that age. This teaching was egoistic in its
tendency, its object being to enable a man to work
out his own salvation regardless of those among whom
he lived. It was not till the beginning of the thirteenth
century: that a new and loftier aim was set before the
world by St. Francis and St. Dominic, the founders
of the Orders of Friars, whose teaching reminded the
Christian world of the long-forgotten truth, that the
noble life consisted in sacrificing self to bring about
the good of others. The author of the ‘Queste’ is
also entitled to credit for the skilful way in which be
uses the failings of the minor charactess, partly as a
foil to set off the ideal purity of Galahad, and partly
to adapt the teaching of the book to the capabilities of
natures of a baser mould. Galahad alone would be
wearisome, and would inspire but little emulation ; but
the struggles of Percivale and of Bors are full of
interest, and with Launcelot, who, after more than a
month spent in the company of Sir Percivale’s dead
sister, went at last “to play him by the waterside, for
he was somewhat weary of the ship,” we have a real
if secret sympathy. Sir Melias also with Sir Ector and
his brother Sir Gawaine give life to scenes that are
too apt to be monotonous and dull.

On the whole, then, Caxton may fairly claim our
assent to his view, for devoid of moral purpose as
much of the book certainly is, it yet does put before
us “noble chivalry, courtesy, humanity, friendliness,
hardiness, love, friendship, cowardice, murder, hate,
virtue, and sin” in such a guise as to encourage the
reader “to do after the good and leave the evil, and
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so to attain to good fame and renommee.” The un-
soundness of Ascham’s criticism is proved indeed by
the authors who are indebted to Malory. Spenser,
Milton, and Tennyson are names which amply show
that the book contained more than the “open man-
slaughter and bold bawdrie” which Ascham found
there. To these names too may we not add that of
Bunyan, to whom the romance was probably familiar
through the reprinted edition of 16347 There is much
in the Pilgrim’s Progress that may well have been
suggested by the Quest, and the lions guarding the
entrance to the Palace Beautiful appear to have been
directly borrowed from the lions before the castle of
Carbonek (p. 90). One cannot take leave of Ascham
without reminding the reader of a similar denunciation
put by Scott into the mouth of the Roundhead soldier
at Woodstock. ¢ ¢But here, he said, dealing a perilous
thump on the volume—‘Here is the king and high
priest of these vices and follies! Here is he whom
men of folly profanely call nature’s miracle! Here is
he whom princes chose for their cabinet-keeper, and
whom maids of honour take for their bed-fellow! Here
is the prime teacher of fine words, foppery, and folly.
Here —(dealing another perilous thump on the volume,
and . . . it was the first folio . . . it was the editio
princeps)—<On thee’ he continued, ‘on thee, William
Shakspeare, I charge whate’er of such lawless idleness
and immodest folly hath defiled the land since thy
day.””

Much has been said of the Morte d' Arthur, but
nothing so far has been said of the author, if we may
give him that title, of Malory himself. Unfortunately
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there is not much to be said, indeed we know no more
of him than he himself tells us at the close of the
book. He spells his own name Maleore, while Caxton
spells it Malory or Malorye; he was a knight and he
finished his book in 1469 or 1470. Thbe rhyming
couplet which closes the work gives no sufficient ground
for supposing, as some have done, that he was a priest,
and his identification with a Yorkshire family of the
same name is entirely a matter of conjecture. Bale,
in his Illustriwm Majoris Britanniae Scriptorum (1548),
connects him with Mailoria, in finibus Cambriae regio,
Devae flumini vicina, and quotes Leland as his authority ;
but Leland’s Commentarii de Scriptoribus Britannicis, the
Ms. of which was used by Bale, contains no mention
of Malory (0.S. 111. 335). Some light, howevér, appears
to have bee. thrown on the subject by Mr. T. W.
Williams, who, in a letter to the 4thenaewm (July 11th,
1896), quotes from the Report of the Historical Mss.
Commissions on the Mss. of Wells Cathedral (p. 183),
an account of a pardon by Edward IV. (Aug. 24, Anno
regni 8), in which Thomas Malorie miles is, among
others, expressly excepted from its benefit. (See also a
subsequent letter in the issue of July 18.) Mr. Williams
suggests that Malory then fled over-seas, and that he may
have ¢delivered’ his ‘copy’ to Caxton at Bruges. This
identification cannot as yet be accepted as conclusive,
though it furnishes a clue which may lead to further
discoveries, At present, therefore, the personality of
Malory must be regarded as completely unknown.
To us he is but the hidden showman pulling the
strings which make his marionnettes go through their
performance on their mimic stage. He is not even the
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author of their play, nor are the marionnettes of his own
making. But somewhere he found a box of puppets with
dresses still fresh and bright though of a bygone age.
In this box he found, too, hooks in a foreign tongue of
various scenes in which the puppets had been made to act.
He took these scenes and from them formed a grand
new piece with the motif of a tragedy. The old action
and incidents were retained, but the dialogue he wrote
afresh in the finest English of his time, in English so
vigorous and fresh that, though the marionnettes appear
in the same dress and go through the same perform-
aace a8 when the original showman first put them on
the stage, it 1§ Malory’s show and his alone which all
the world must go and see.



PREFACE OF WILLIAM CAXTON.

Ar¥rer that T had accomplished and finished divers his-
tories, as well of contemplation as of other historial and
worldly acts of great conquerors and princes, and also
certain books of ensamples and doctrine, many noble and
divers gentlemen of this realm of England came and
demanded me many and ofttimes, wherefore that I have
not do made and imprint the noble history of the Saint
Greal, and of the most renowned Christian king, first and
chief of the three best Christian and worthy, king Arthur,
which ought most to be remembered amongst us English-
men tofore all other Christian kings, for it is notoriously
known throngh the universal world, that there be mnme
worthy and the best that ever were, that is to wit, three
Paynims, three Jews, and three Christian men. As for
the Paynims, they were tofore the Incarnation of Christ,
which were named, the first Hector of Troy, of whom
the history is comen both in ballad and in prose, the
second Alexander the Great, and the third Julius Cewsar,
Emperor of Rome, of whom the histories be well known
and had. And as for the three Jews, which also were
tofore the incarnation of our Lord, of whom the first was
duke Joshua which brought the children of Israel into
the land of behest, the second David king of Jerusalem,
and the third Judas Machabeus. Of these three the Bible
rehearseth all their noble histories and acts. And since
N A
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the said incarnation have been three noble Christian men,
stalled and admitted through the universal world into
the number of the nine best and worthy. Of whom was
first the noble Arthur, whose noble acts I purpose to
write in this present book here following. The second
was Charlemain, or Charles the Great, of whom the history
is had in many places, both in French and in English.
And the third and last was Godfrey of Boloine, of whose
acts and life I made a book unto the excellent prince and
10 king of noble memory, king Edward the Fourth. The
said noble gentlemen instantly required me to impring
the history of the said noble king and couqueror king
Arthur, and of his knights, with the history of the Samt
Greal, and of the death and ending of the said Arthur;
afivming that I ought rather to imprint his acts and
ncble feats, than of Godfrey of Boloine, or any of the
other eight, considering that he was a man born within
this realm, and king and emperor of the same: and that
there be in French divers and many noble volumes of
20 his acts, and also of his knights. To whom I answered
that divers men hold opinion that there was no such
Aithur, and that all such books as been made of him,
DLe but feigned and fables, because that some chronicles
make of him no mention, nor remember him nothing, nor
of his knights. Whereto they answered, and one in special
said, that in him that should say or think that there was
never such a king called Arthur, might well be aretted
great folly and blindness. For he said that there were
many evidences of the contrary. First ye may sce his
30 sepulchre in the monastery of Glastingbury. And also in
Policronicon, in the fifth book the sixth chapter, and in
the seventh book the twenty-third chapter, where his body
was buried, and after found, and translated into the said
monastery. Ye shall see also in the history of Bochas
in his book De Casu Principum part of his noble acts, and
also of his fall. Also Galfridus in his British book re-
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counteth his life: and in divers places of England m;ny
remembrances be yet of him, and shall remain perpetually,
and also of his knights. First in the abbey of West-
minster, at St. Edward’s shrine, remaineth the print of
his seal in red wax closed in beryl, in which is written,
Patricius Arthurus Britannie, Gallie, Germanie, Dacie, Im-
perator.  Item in the castle of Dover ye may see Gawaine’s
scull, and Cradok’s mantle. at Winchester the Round
Table: in other places Launcelot’s sword and many other
things. Then all these things considered, there can ng
man reasonably gainsay but that there was a king of
this land named Arthur. For in all places, Christian and
heathen, he is reputed and taken for one of the nine
worthy, and the first of the three Christian men. And
also, he is more spoken of beyond the sea, more books
made of his noble acts, than there be in England, as well
in Dutch, Italian, Spanish, and Greekish, as in French.
And yet of record remain in witness of him in Wales,
in the town of Camelot, the great stones and the mar-

vellous works of iron lying under the ground, and royal &

vaults, which divers now living have seen. Wherefore
it is a marvel why he is no more renowned in his own
country, save only it accordeth to the Word cf God,
which saith that no man is accepted for a prophet m
his own country. Then all these things aforesaid alleged,
[ could not well deny but that there was such a noble
king named Arthur, and veputed one of the nine worthy,
and first and chief of the Christian men. And many
noble volumes be made of him and of his noble knights
in French, which I have seen and read beyoud the sea,
which be not had in our maternal tongue. But in Welsh
be many and also in French, and some in English, but no
where nigh all. Wherefore, such as have late been drawn
out Lriefly into English I have after the simple conning
that God hath sent to me, under the favour and correction
of all noble lords and gentlemen, enprised to imprint a

o
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book of the noble histories of the said king Arthur, and
of certain of his knights, after a copy unto me delivered,
which copy Sir Thomas Malorye did take out of certain
books of French, and reduced it into English. And I,
according to my copy, have down set it in print, to the
intent that noble men may see and learn the noble acts
of chivalry, the gentle and virtuous deeds that some
knights used in those days, by which they came to honour,
and how they that were vicious were punished and oft
pt to shame and rebuke; humbly beseeching all noble
lords and ladies, with all other estates of what estate or
degree they been of, that shall see and read in this said
bosk and work, that they take the good and honest acts
in their remembiance, and to follow the same. Wherein
they shall find many joyous and pleasant histories, and
noble and renowned acts of humanity, gentleness, and
chivalry. For herein may be seen noble chivalry, courtesy,
humanity, friendliness, hardiness, love, friendship, cowai dice,
murder, hate, virtue, and sin. Do after the good and leave
the evil, and it shall bring you to good fame and renommee.
And for to pass the time this book shall be pleasant to
read in, but for to give faith and belief that all is true
that is contained herein, ye be at your liberty: but all
is written for our doctrine, and for to beware that we
fall not to vice nor sin, but to exercise and follow virtue,
by the which we may come and attain to good fame and
renown in this life, and after this short and transitory
life to come unto everlasting bliss in heaven; the which
He grant us that reigneth in heaven, the blessed Trinity.

30 Amen.
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PART 1
KING ARTHUR.

CHAFTER 1.
Of the birth of King Arthur, and how he was chosen king.

It befell in the days of Uther Pendragon, ‘when he was
king of all England, and so reigned, that there was a
mighty duke in Cornwall that held war against him long
time. And the duke was named the duke of Tintagil.
And so by means king Uther sent for this duke, charging
him to bring his wife with him, for she was called a fair
lady, and a passing wise, and her name was called Igraine.
And the messengers had their answers, and that was this,
shoitly, that neither he nor his wife would not come
at him. Then was the king wonderly wroth. And then
the king sent him plain word again, and bade him bLe
ready and stuff him and garnish him, for within foity
days he would fetch him out of the biggest castle that he
hath. When the duke had this warning, anon he went
and furnished and garnished two strong castles of his, of
the which the one hight Tintagil and the other castle
hight Terrabil. So his wife, dame Igraine, he put in the
castle of Tintagil, and himself he put in the castle of
Terrabil, the which had many issues and posterns out.

Then in all haste came Uther with a great host, and laid
7
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a siege about the castle of Terrabil. And there he pight
many pavilions, and there was great war made on both
parties, and much people slain.

But the duke of Tintagil espied how the king rode from
the siege of Terrabil, and therefore that night he issuned
out of the castle at a postern, for to have distressed the
king’s host. And so, through his own issue, the duke
Lumself was slain or ever the king came at the castle of
Tintagil. Then all the barons by one assent prayed the king
of accord between the lady Igraine and him. The king gave
them leave, for fain would he have been accorded with
her.  So the king put all the trust in Ulfius to euntreat
between them; so, by the entreat, at the last the king
and she met together. Now will we do well, smd Ulfius .
our king is a lusty knight and wifeless, and my lady
Igramme is a passing fair lady ; it were great joy unto us
all and it n.ight please the king to make her his queen.
Unto that they were all well accorded, and moved it to
the king . and anon, like a lusty knight, he assented thercto
with good will; and so in all haste they were married in
a morning with great mirth and joy.

Then the time came that the queen Igraine should bear
a child.  Then came Merlin unto the king and said, Sir,
ye must purvey you for the nourishing of your child As
thou wilt, said the king, be it. Well, said Merliv, I know
a lord of yours in this land, that is a passing tiuc man
and a faithful, and he shall have the nourishing of your
child, and his name is Sir Ector, and he is a lord of fair
livehhood in many parts in England and Wales And

30 this lord, Sir Ector, let him be sent for, for to come and

speak with you; and desire him yourself, as he loveth
you, that he will put his own child to nourishing to
another woman, and that his wife nourish yours. And
when the child is born let it be delivered unto me at
yonder privy postern unchristened. So like as DMerlin
devised it was done. And whea Sir Ector was come he
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made affiance to the king for to nourish the child like
ns the king desired ; and there the king granted Sir Ector
great rewards. Then when the lady was delivered, the
king commanded two knights and two ladies to take the
cluld bound in a cloth of gold, and that ye deliver him
to what poor man ye meet at the postern ypate of the
castle. "So the child was delivered unto Merlin, and so
he bare 1t forth unto Sir Ector, and made an holy man
to christen him, and named him Arthur: and so Sir
Ector’s wife nourished him with her own breast.

Then within two years king Uther fell sick of a greats
malady. And in the meanwhile his enemies usurped upon
him, and did a great battle upon his men, and slew many
of his people. Sir, said Merlin, ye may not lie so as ye
do, for ye must to the field, though ye rMe on an horse-
litter ; for ye shall never have the better of your enemies
but if your person be there, and then shall ye have the
victory. So it was done as Merlin had devised, and they
carried the king forth in a horse-litter with a great host
towards his enemies. And at St. Albans there met with
the king a great host of the North. And that day Sir
Ulfiue and Sir Brastias did great deeds of arms, and king
Uther’s men overcame the Northern battle, and slew many
people, and put the remnant to flight. And then the
king returned unto London, and made great joy of his
victory. And then he fell passing sore sick, so that three
days and three nights he was speechless; wherefore all
the barons made great sorrow, and asked Merlin what
counsel were best. There is none other remedy, said Merlin,
but God will have his will. But look ye all barons Dbe
before king Uther to-morn, and God and I shall make
him to speak. So on the morn all the barons with Merlin
came tofore the king - then Merlin said aloud unto king
Uther, Sir, shall your son Arthur be king after your days,
of this realm, with all the appurtenance? Then Uther
Pendragon turned him and said in hearing of theni ali,
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I give him God’s blessing and mine, and bid him pray
for my soul, and righteously and worshipfully that he
claim the crown upon forfeiture of my blessing. And
therewith he yielded up the ghost. And then was he
interred as longed to a king. Wherefore the queen, fair
Igraine, made great sorrow and all the barons. Then stood
the realm in great jeopardy long while, for every lord
that was mighty of men made him strong, and many wend
to bave been king. ’
L"r‘ofW;’"’: 10 Then Merlin went to the archbishop of Canterbury, and
Sword. . counselled him for to send for all the lords of the realm,
and all the gentlemen of arms, that they should to Londen
come by Christmas upon pain of cursing: and for this
cause—that Jesus, that was born on that night, that He
would of his great mercy shew some miracle, as He was
come to Le king of mankind, for to shew some miracle
who should be rightwise king of this realm. So the
archbishop by the advice of Merlin sent for all the
Jords and gentlemen of arms, that they should come by
20 Christmas even unto London. And many of them made
them clean of their life, that their prayer might be the
more acceptable unto God.

So in the greatest church of London (whether it were
Paul’'s or not, the French book maketh no mention) all
the estates were long or day in the church for to pray.
And when matins and the first mass was done, there
was seen in the churchyard against the high altar a great
stone four square, ke unto a marble stone, and in the
midst thereof was like an anvil of steel a foot on high,

30 and therein stack a fair sword naked by the point, and
Jetters there were written in gold about the sword that
said thus: Whoso pulleth out this sword of this stone and
anvil is rightwise king born of all England. Then the
people marvelled, and told it to the archbishop. I com
mand, said the archbishop, that ye keep you within your
church, and pray unto God still ; that no man touch the
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sword till the high mass be all done. So when all
masses were done all the lords went to behold the stone
and the sword. And when they saw the scripture, some
assayed—such as would have been king. But none might
stir the sword nor move it. He is not here, said the
archbishop, that shall achieve the sword, but doubt not
God will’ make him known. But this is my counsel, s.id
the archbishop, that we let purvey ten knights, men of
good fame, and they to keep this sword. So it was
ordained, and then there was made a cry, that every man
should assay that would, for to win the sword. And upon
New Year’s Day the barons let make a justs and a tourna-
ment, that all knights that would just or tourney there
might play: and all this was ordained for to keep the
lords together and the commons, for the archbishop trusted
that God would make him known that should win the
sword.

So upon New Year's Day when the service was done
the barons rode to the field, some to just, and some to

tourney ; and so it happed that Sir Ector, that had great 20

livelithood about London, rode unto the justs, and with
him rode Sir Kay his son and young Arthur that was
his nourished brother, and Sir Kay was made knight at
Allhallowmas afore. So as they rode to the justs-ward
Sir Kay had lost his sword, for he had left it at his
father’s lodging, and so he prayed young Arthur to ride
for his sword. I will well, said Arthur, and rode fast
after the sword; and when he came home the lady and
all were out to see the justing. Then was Arthur wroth,

and said to himself, I will ride to the churchyard and 30

take the sword with me that sticketh in the stone, for
my brother Sir Kay shall not be without a sword this day.

So when he came to the churchyard Sir Arthur alighted,
and tied his horse to the stile, and so he went to the
tent, and found no knights there, for they were at thke
justing ; and so he handled the sword by the handles, and

Arthur
pulls out
the sword,
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lightly and fiercely pulled it out of the stone, and took his
horse and rode his way till he came to his brother Sir Kay,
and delivered him the sword. And as soon as Sir Kay
saw the sword he wist well it was the sword of the stone,
and so he rode to his father Sir Ector, and said: Sir, lo
here is the sword of the stone; wherefore I must be king
of this land. When Sir Ector beheld the sword he returned
again and came to the church, and there they alighted all
three and went into the church, and anon he made Sir Kay
10 to swear upon a book how he came to that sword. Sir,
said Sir Kay, by my brother Arthur, for he brought it to
me. How gat ye this sword? said Sir Ector to Arthur.
Sir, I will tell you: when I came home for my brother’s
sword, I found nobody at home to deliver me his sword,
and so I thought my brother Sir Kay should not be sword-
less, and so I came hither eagerly and pulled it out of the
stone without any pain. Found ye any knights about this
sword? said Sir Ector. Nay, said Arthur. Now, said
Sir Ector to Arthur, I understand ye must be king of this
20 land. Wherefore I, said Arthur, and for what cause? Sir,
said Ector, for God will have it so: for there should never
man have drawn out this sword but he that shall be right-
wise king of this land. Now let me see whether ye can
put the sword there as it was, and pull it out again  That
is no mastery, said Arthur: and so he put it into the stone.
Therewith Sir Ector assayed to pull out the sword and
failed.
Now assay, said Sir Ector to Sir Kay. And avnon he
pulled at the sword with all his might, but it would not be.
30 Now shall ye assay, said Sir Ector to Arthur. I will well,
said Arthur, and pulled it out easily. And therewithal
Sir Ector kneeled down to the earth, and Sir Kay. Alas,
said Arthur, mine own dear father and brother, why kneel
ye to me. Nay, nay, my lord Arthur, it is not so: I was
never your father nor of your blood, but I wote well ye are
of an higher blood than I wend ye were. And then Sir
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Ector told him all, how he was betaken him for to nourish
him, and by whose commandment, and by Merlin’s deliver-
ance. Then Arthur made great dole when he understood
that Sir Ector was not his father. Sir, said Ector unto
Arthur, will ye be my good and gracious lord when ye are
king? Else were I to blame, said Arthur, for ye are the
man in the world that I am most beholding to, and my good
lady and mother your wife, that as well as her own hath
fostered me and kept. And if ever it be God’s will that I
be king, as ye say, ye shall desire of me what I may do, and
T shall not fail you: God forbid I should fail you. Sir, said
Sir Ector, I will ask no more of you but that you will make
my son, your foster-brother Sir Kay, seneschal of all your
lands. That shall be done, said Arthur, and more by the
faith of my body, that never man shall have that office but
he, while he and I live. Therewithal they went, unto the
archbishop, and told him how the sword was achieved, and
by whom.

And on Twelfth Day all the barons came thither,
and to assay to take the sword who that would assay.
But there afore them all there might none take it out
but Arthur, wherefore there were many lords wroth, and
said it was great shame unto them all and the realm,
to be over governed with a boy of no high blood born. And
so they fell out at that time that it was put off till Candle-
mas, and then all the barons should meet there again. But
always the ten knights were ordained to watch the sword
day and night, and so they set a pavilion over the stone and
the sword, and five always watched. So at Candlemas many

10

20

more great lords came thither for to have won the sword, 30

but there might none prevail. And right as Arthur did at
Christmas he did at Candlemas, and pulled out the sword
easily, whereof the barons were sore aggrieved, and put it
off in delay till the high feast of Easter. And as Arthur
sped afore, so did he at Easter : yet there were some of the
great lords had indignation that Arthur should be their
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king, and put it off in a delay till the feast of Pentecost.
Then the archbishop of Canterbury by Merlin’s providence
let purvey them of the best knights that they might get,
and such knights as king Uther Pendragon loved best and
most trusted in his days, and such knights were put about
Arthur, as Sir Baudwin of Britain, Sir Kay, Sir Ulfius, Sir
Brastias. All these, with many other, were always about
Arthur, day and night, till the feast of Pentecost.

And at the feast of Pentecost all manner of men assayed

king. 10 to pull at the sword that would assay, but none might

20

30

prevail but Arthur; and he pulled it out afore all the
lords and commons that were there, wherefore all the
commons cried at once, We will have Airthur unto our
king ; we will put him no more in delay, for we all see that
it is God’s will that he shall be our king, and who that
holdeth against it we will slay him. And therewithal they
kneeled down all at once, both rich and poor, and cried
Arthur mercy, because they had delayed him so long. And
Arthur forgave them, and took the sword between both his
hands, and offered it upon the altar where the archbishop
was, and so was he made knight of the best man that was
there. And so anon was the coronation made, and there
was he sworn unto his lords and the commons for to be a
true king, to stand with true justice from thenceforth the
days of this life. Also then he made all lords that held of
the crown to come in, and to do service as they ought to do.
And many complaints were made unto Sir Arthur of great
wrongs that were done since the death of king Uther, of
many lands that were bereaved lords, knights, ladies, and
gentlemen. Wherefore king Arthur made the lands to be
given again unto them that owned them. When this was
done that the king had stablished all the countries about
London, then he let make Sir Kay seneschal of England ;
and Sir Baudwin of Britain was made constable; and Sir
Ulfius was made chamberlain ; and Sir Brastias was made
warden to wait upon the north from Trent forwards, for it
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was that time, for the most part, the king’s enemies’. But
within few years after, Arthur won all the north, Scotland,
and all that were under their obeisance. Also Wales, a
part of it held against Arthur, but he overcame them all as
he did the remmnant through the noble prowess of himself
and his knights of the Round Table.

CHAPTER IL

Of Griflet, and of the knight at the fountain, and how Arthur
got Ezxcalibur his sword.

Then the king removed into Wales, and let cry a great
feast, that it should Le holden at Pentecost, after the 1n-
coronation of him at the city of Carlion. )

Then on a day there came into the court a squire on
horseback, leading a knight before him wounded to the
death, and told him how there was a kmight in the forest
had reared up a pavilion by a well, and hath slain my
master, a good knight, his name was Miles; wherefore I
beseech you that my master may be buried, and that some
knight may revenge my master’s death. Then the noise
was great of that knight’s death in the court, and every man
said his advice - then came Griflet that was but a squire,
and he was but young, of the age of king Arthur; so he

besought the king for all his service that he had done him to 20

give him the order of knighthood.

Thou art full young and tender of age, said Arthur, for
to take so high an order on thee. Sir, said Griflet, I
beseech you make me knight. Sir, said Merlin, it were
great pity to lose Griflet, for he will be a passing good
man when he is of age, abiding with you the term of his
life. And if he adventure his body with yonder knight
at the fountain it is in great peril if ever he come again,
for he is one of the best knights of the world, and the
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strongest man of arms. Well, said king Arthur. So at
the desire of Griflet the king made him knight. Now,
said Arthur unto Sir Griflet, since I have made you
knight, thou must give me a gift. What ye will, said
Griflet. Thou shalt promise me by the faith of thy body,
when thou hast justed with the knight at the fountain,
whether it fall ye be on foot or on horseback, that right
s0o ye shall come again unto me without making any more
debate. I will promise you, said Griflet, as you desire.

10 Then took Griflet his horse in great haste, and dressed
his shield, and took a spear in his hand, and so he rode a
great wallop till he came to the fountain, and thereby he
saw a rich pavilion, and thereby under a cloth stood a
fair horse well -saddled and bridled, and on a trce a shield
of divers colours, and a great spear. Then Griflet smote
on the shield with the butt of his spear that the shield
fell down to the ground. With that the knight came out
of the pavilion and said, Fair knight, why smote ye down
my shield? For I will just with you, said Gritlet. It 1s

20 better ve do not, said the knight, for ye are but young,
and late made knight, and your might is nothing to mine.
As for that, said Gritlet, I will just with you That is
me loth, said the knight, but since I must needs I will
dress me thereto: of whence be ye? said the knight. Sir,
I am of Arthur’s court. So the two knights ran together,
that Griflet’s spear all to-shivered, and therewithal he
smote Griflet through the shield and the left side, and
brake the spear, that the truncheon stack in his body,
that horse and knight fell down.

30 When the knight saw him lie so on the ground he
alighted, and was passing heavy, for he wend he had slain
him, and then he unlaced his helm and gat him wind,
and so with the truncheon he set him on his horse and
gat him wind, and so betook him to God, and said he had
a mighty heart, and if he might live he would prove a
passing good knight. And so Sir Griflet rode to the
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court, where great dole was made for him. But thiough
good leeches he was healed and saved. And the king was
passingly wroth for the hurt of Sir Griflet. And so he
commanded a privyman of his chamber, that or it be day
his best horse and armour, with all that belongeth unto
his persen, be without the city or to-morrow day. Right
g0, or to-morrow day, he met with his man and his horse,
and g0 mounted up, and dressed his shield, and took his
spear, and bade his chamberlain tarry there till he came
again.

And so Arthur rode a soft pace till it was day, and
then was he aware of three churls chasing Merlin, and
would have slain him. Then the king rode unto them
and bade them, Flee churls! Then were they afeard
when they saw a knight, and fled. O Merlin, said Axthur,
here haddest thou been slain, for all thy crafts. had I not
been. Nay, said Merlin, not so, for T could save myself
an I would, and thou art more near thy death than T am,
for thou goest to the death-ward, and God be not thy
friend. So as they went thus talking they came to the
fountain, and the rich pavilion there by it. Then king
Arthur was ware where sat a knight armed in a chair.
Sir knight, said Arthur, for what cause abidest thou here,
that there may no knight ride this way but if he just
with thee, said the king: I rede thee leave that custom,
said Arthur. This custom, said the knight, have I used
and will use maugre who saith nay; and who is grieved
with my custom let him amend it that will. I will
amend it, said Arthur. I shall defend thee, said the
knight.

Anon he took his horse, and dressed his shield, and
tuok a spear, and they met so hard either in other’s
shields that they all to-shivered their spears. Therewith
Arthur anon pulled out his sword. Nay, not so, said the
knight, it is fairer that we twain run more together with
sharp spears. I will well, said Arthur, and I had any
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mbre spears. I have enow, said the knight. So there
came a squire, and brought two good spears, and Arthur
chose one and he another, so they spurred their horses,
and came together with all their mights, that either brake
their spears to their hands. Then Arthur set hand on Ins
sword. Nay, said the knight, ye shall do better; ye are
a passing good juster as ever I met withal, and once for
the love of the high order of knighthood let us just once
again. I assent me, said Arthur.

10 Anon there were brought two great spears, and every
knight gat a spear, and therewith they ran together that
Arthur’s spear all to-shivered. But the other knight lit
him so hard in midst of the shield that horse and man
fell to the earth, and therewith Arthur was eager, and
pulled out his sword, and said, I will assay thee, Sir knight,
on foot, for I have lost the honour on horseback. I will
be on horseback, said the knight. Then was Arthur wroth,
and dressed his shield towards him with his sword drawn.
When the knight saw that, he alight, for him thought no

20 worship to have a knight at such avail, he to be on
horseback, and he on foot, and so he alight and dressel
his shield unto Arthur. And there began a strong battle
with many great strokes, and so hewed with their swords
that the cantels flew in the fields, and much Llood they
bled both, that all the place there as they fought was over-
bled with blood, and thus they fought long, and rested
them; and then they went to the battle again, and so
hurtled together like two rams that either fell to the
earth. So at the last they smote together, that both

20 their swords met even together. But the sword of the
knight smote king Arthur’s sword in two pieces,” where-
fore he was heavy.

Then said the knight unto Arthur, Thou art in my danger
whether me list to save thee or slay thee, and but thou
yield thee as overcome and recreant thou shalt die. As
for death, said king Arthur, welcome be it when it
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cometh ; but to yield me unto thee as recreant I had
lever die than to be so shamed. And therewithal the king
leapt unto Pellinore, and took him by the middle, and
threw him down, and rased off his helmet. When the
knight felt that he was adread, for he was a passing big
man of might, and anon he brought Arthur under him,
and 1ased off his helm, and would have smitten off lus
head.

Therewithal came Merlin, and said, Knight, hold thy

hand, for and thou slay that knight thou puttest this 10

realm in the greatest damage that ever was realm: for
this kuight is a man of more worship than thou wotest
of. Why, who is he? said the knight. It is king Arthur.
Then would he have slain him for dread of his wrath, and
heaved up his sword, and therewith Merlin cast an en-
chantmeunt to the knight, that he fell to the earth in a
great sleep. Then Merlin took up king Arthur, and rode
forth on the knight’s horse. Alas, said Arthur, what hast
thou done, Merlin? hast thou slain this good knight by

thy crafts? There lived not so worshipful a knight as he 20

was; I had lever than the stint of my land a year that
he were on live. Care ye not, said Merlin, for he is wholer
than ye, for he is but on slecp, and will awake within
three hours. I told you, said Merlin, what a knight he
was; here had ye be slain had I not been. Also there
liveth not a bigger knight than he is one, and he shall
hereafter do you right good service, and his name is Pelli-
nore, and he shall have two sons that shall be passing
good men ; save one, they shall have no fellow of prowess
and of good living ; and their names shall be Percivale of
Wales and Lamerake of Wales: and he shall tell you the
name of your sister’s son that shall be the destruction of
all this realm.

Right so the king and he departed, and went until an
hermit that was a good man and a great leach. So the
hermit searched all his wounds and gave him good salves;

but 18 saved
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so the king was there three days, and then were his
wounds well amended that he might ride and go, and so
departed. And as they rode, Arthur said, I have no
sword. No force, said Merlin, hereby is a sword that
shall be yours and I may. So they rode till they came
to a lake, the which was a fair water and broad, and in
the midst of the lake Arthur was ware of an arm clothed
in white samite, that held a fair sword in that hand. Lo,
sald Merlin, yonder is that sword that I spake of. With

10 that they saw a damsel going upon the lake: What
damsel is that? said Arthur. That is the Lady of the
lake, said Merlin, and within that lake is a rock, and
therein is as fair a place as any on earth, and richly
Deseen, and this damsel will come to you anon, and then
speak ye fair to her that she will give you that sword.
Anon withal came the damsel unto Arthur and saluted
him, and he her again. Damsel, said Arthur, what sword
is that, that yonder the arm holdeth above the water? I
would it were mine, for I have no sword. Sir Arthur,

90 king, said the damsel, that sword is mine, and if ye will
give me a gift when I ask it you, ye shall have it. By
my faith, said Arthur, I will give you what gift ye will
ask. Well, said the damsel, go ye into yonder barge and
row yourself to the sword, and take it and the scabbard
with you, and I will ask my gift when I see my time.
So Sir Arthur and Merlin alight, and tied their horses to
two trees, and so they went into the ship, and when they
came to the sword that the hand held, Sir Arthur took it
up by the handles, and took it with him. And the arm

30 and the hand went under the water; and so they came
unto the land and rode forth.

And then Sir Arthur saw a rich pavilion: What
signifieth yonder pavilion? It is the knight's pavilion,
said Merlin, that ye fought with last, Sir Pellinore, but
he is out, he is not there; he hath ado with a knight
of yours, that hight Egglame, and they have fought to-
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gether, but at the last Egglame fled, and else he Lad
been dead, and he hath chased him even to Carlion, and
we shall meet with him anon in the high way. That
is well said, said Arthur, now have I a sword, now will
I wage Dattle with him and be avenged on him. Sir,
ye shall not so, said Merlin, for the knight is weary of
fichting and chasing, so that ye shall have no worship
to have ado with him ; also he will not lightly be matched
of oue knight living; and therefore it is my counsel, let
him pass, for he shall do you good service in short time,
and his sons after his days. Also ye shall see that day in
short space, ye shall be right glad to give him ycur sister
to wed. When I see him, T will do as ye advise me, said
Arthur. Then Sir Arthur looked on the sword, and liked
it passing well Whether liketh you better, said Merlin,
the sword or the scabbard? Me liketh better the sword,
said Arthur. Ye are more unwise, said Merlin, for the
scabbard is worth ten of the sword, for while ye have the
scabbard upon you ye shall never lose no blood, be ye
never so sore wounded, thervefore keep well the scabbard
always with vou. So they rode unto Carlion, and by the
way they met with Sir Pellinore; but Merlin had done
such a craft that Pellinore saw not Arthur, and he passed
by without any words. I marvel, said Arthur, that the
knight would not speak. Sir, said Merlin, he saw you
not, for and he had seen you ye had not lightly departed.
So they came unto Carlion, whereof his knights were
passing glad  And when they heard of his adventures
they marvelled ‘that he would jeopard his person so alone.

10

But all men of worship said it was merry to be under 30

such a chieftain that would put his person in adventure
as other poor knights did.
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CHAPTER IIL

How king Arthur wedded Guenever, with whom he had
the Round Table.

In the beginning of Arthur, after he was chosen king
by adventure and by grace,—for the most part of the
barons knew not that he was Uther Pendragon’s son, but
as Merlin made it openly known,—many kings and lords
made great war against him for that cause; but well
Arthur overcame them all ; for the most part of the days
of his life he was ruled much by the counsel of Merlin.
So 1t fell on a time king Arthur said unto Merlin, My
barons will let me have no rest, but needs I must take a

10 wife, and I will none take but by thy counsel and by
thine advice. It is well done, said Merlin, that ye take a
wife, for a man of your bounty and nobleness should not
be without a wife. Now is there any that ye love more
than another? Yea, said king Arthur, T love Guenever,
the daughter of king Leodegrance, of the land of Caeli-
ard, which Leodegiance holdeth in his house the Talle
Round, that ye told he had of my father, Uther. And
this damsel is the most valiant and fairest lady that I
know living, or yet that ever I could find. Sir, said

20 Merlin, as of her beauty and fairness she is one of the
fairest on live. But and ye loved her not so well as ye
do, I could find you a damsel of beauty and of goodness
that should Like you and please you, and your heart were
not set ; but there as a man’s heart is set, he will be loth
to return. That is truth, said king Arthur.

Then Merlin desired of the king to have men with him
that should enquire of Guenever, and so the king grauted
him. And Merlin went forth to king Leodegrance of
Cameliard, and told him of the desire of the king that

30 he would have unto his wife Guenever his daughter. That
is to me, said king Leodegrance, the best tidings that ever
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1 heard, that so worthy a king of prowess and noblesse
will wed my daughter. And as for my lands I will give
him, wist I it might please him, but he hath lands enough,
him needeth none, but I shall send him a gift shall please
him much more, for I shall give him the Table Round,
the which Uther Pendragon gave me, and when it is full
complete there is an hundred knights and fifty. And as
for an hundred good knights I have myself, but T Jack
fifty, for so many have been slain in my days. And so
king Leodegrance delivered his daughter Guenever unto 10
Merlin, and the Table Round, with the hundred knights,
and so they rode freshly, with great royalty, what by
water and what by land, till that they came nigh unto
London.

When king Arthur heard of the comfig of Guenever
and the hundred knights with the Table Round, then
king Arthur made great joy for their coming, and that
rich present, and said openly, This fair lady is passing
welcome unto me, for I have loved her long, and there-
fore there is nothing so lief to me. And these knights 20
with the Round Table please me more than right great
riches. And in all haste the king let ordain for the
mairiage and the coronation in the most honourablest wise
that could be devised. Now Merlin, said king Arthur, go
thou and espy me in all this land fifty knights which be
of most prowess and worship. Within short time Merlin
had found such knights that should fulfil twenty and eight
knights, but no more he could find. Then the bishop of
Canterbury was fetched, and he blessed the sieges with
great royalty and devotion, and there set the-eight and 30
twenty kuights in their sieges. And when this was done
Merlin said, Fair sirs, ye must all arise and come to king
Arthur for to do him homage; he will have the better
will to maintain you. And so they arose and did their
homage. And when they were gone Merlin found in every
siege letters of gold that told the knights' names that had
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sitten therein. But two sieges were void. And so anon
came young (Gawaine, and asked the king a gift. Ask,
said the king, and I shall grant it you. Sir, I ask that
ye will make me knight that same day ye shall wed fair
Guenever. I will do it with a good will, said king Arthur,
and do unto you all the worship that I may, for I must
by reason you are my nephew, my sister’s son. Then was
the high feast made ready, and the king was wedded at
Camelot unto Dame Guenever in the church of Saint
10 Stephen’s, with great solemnity.

Then the king stablished all his knights, and them that
were of lands not rich he gave them lands, and charged
them never to do outrage, nor murder, and always to flee
treason, Also, by no mean to be cruel, but to give mercy
unto him that«asketh mercy, upon pain of forfeiture of
their worship and lordship of king Arthur for evermore ;
and alway to do ladies, damsels, and gentlewomen succour
upon pain of death. Also, that no man take no battles
in a wrongful quarrel for no law, nor for world’s goods

20 Unto this were all the knights sworn of the Table Round,
both old and young. And every year were they swoin
at the high feast of Pentecost.

CHAPTER 1V.

How king Arthur, king Uriens, and Sir Accolon of Gaul
chased an hart, and of their marvellous adventures.

Then it befel that Arthur and many of his knights
rode on hunting into a great forest, and it happed king
Arthur, king Uriens, and Sir Accolon of Gaul followed
a great hart, for they three were well horsed, and so they
chased so fast that within awhile they three were then
ten mile from their fellowship. And at the last they
clased so sore that they slew their horses underneath ther.
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Then were they all three on foot, and ever they saw the
hart afore them passing weary and enbushed. What will
ve do? said king Arthur, we are hard bested. Let us go
on foot, said king Uriens, till we may meet with some
lodging. Then were they ware of the hart that lay on
a great water bank, and a brachet biting on his throat, and
more other hounds came after. Then king Arthur blew
the prise and dight the hairt. Then the king looked about
the woild, and saw afore him in a great water a little
ship, all apparelled with silk down to the water, and the
ship came right unto them, and landed on the sands.
Then Arthur went to the bank and looked in, and saw
none earthly creature therein. Sirs, said the king, come
thence, and let us see what is in this ship. So they went
in all three, and found it richly behangéd with cloth of
stlk. By then it was dark night, and there suddenly
were about them an hundred torches set upon all the
sides of the ship boards, and it gave great light; and
therewithal there came out twelve fair damsels and saluted
king Arthur on their knees, and called him by his name,
and said he was right welcome, and such cheer as they
liad he should have of the best. The king thanked them
fair

Therewithal they led the king and his two fellows
into a fair chamber, and there was a cloth laid richly
beseen of all that longed unto a table, and there were
they served of all wines and meats that they could think;
of that the king had great marvel, for he fared never
Letter in his life as for one supper. And so when they
had supped at their leisure, king Arthur was led into a
chamber, a richer beseen chamber saw he never none ;
and so was king Uriens served, and led into such another
chamber ; and Sir Accolon was led into the third chamber,
passing richly and well beseen: and so were they laid in
their beds easily. And anon they fell on sleep, and slept
marvellously sore all that night. And on the morrow king

30
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Uriens was in Camelot with his wife, Morgan le Fay.
And when he awoke he had great marvel how he came
there, for on the even afore he was two days journey
from Camelot. And when king Arthur awoke he found
himself in a dark prison, hearing about him many com-
plaints of woful knights.

What are ye that so complain? said king Arthur. We
be here twenty knights prisoners, said they, and some of
us have lain here seven year, and some more and some

10 less. For what cause? said Arthur. We shall tell you,

said the knights: This lord of this castle his name is Sir
Damas, and he is the falsest knight that liveth, and full
of treason, and a very coward as any liveth, and he hath
a younger brother, a good knight of prowess, his name is
Sir Outzlake, and this traitor Damas, the elder brother,
will give him no part of his livelihood but as Sir Ontzlake
keepeth through prowess of his hands, and so he keepeth
from him a full fair manor and a rich, and therein Sir
Ontzlake dwelleth worshipfully and is well beloved of all

20 people  And this Sir Damas our master is as evil beloved,

for he is without mercy, and he is a coward, and great
war hath Leen betwixt them both, but Ontzlake hath ever
the Detter, and ever he proffereth Sir Damas to fight for
the hvelihood, Lody for body ; but, if he will not do it, to
find a kmght to fight for him. Unto that Sir Damas hath
granted to find a knight, but he is so evil beloved and
hated, that there is never a knight will fight for him.
And when Damas saw this, that there was never a knight
would fight for him, he hath daily lain await with many

30 knights with him, and taken all the knights in this country

to see and espy their adventures: he hath taken them by
force and brought them to his prison. And so he took us
severally as we rode on our adventures, and many good
knights have died in this prison for hunger, to the number
of eightee