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FOREWORD

The present collection of grammatical essays is the result of
researches carried on by Mr. V. Venkatarajulu Reddiyar, Junior
Lecturer of the Tamil Department, during the year 1932-1933.

The author’s main attempt is to give a systematic exposition of
Tolkappiyar’s views on three important topics, kurriyal-ukaram,
acai and cir. The commentaries on the relevant sutras are closely
examined and wherever untenable, fresh interpretations supported
by the context are offered.

The first essay deals with the short ‘u’, a linguistic pheno-
menon peculiar to the Dravidian Languages. Dr. Caldwell (p. 134-
135) holds that this ‘u’ added to words ending in hard consonants
or hard, rough r, is enunciative merely and does not form an
organic part of the words. Mr. Reddiyar adopts this conclusion
and opines further that Tolkappiyar also holds the same view. The
suggestion is also made that all Tamil words ending in ‘u’ (short
or otherwise) are really words ending in consonants.

The second and third essays deal with two of the basic elements
of Tamil prosody, acai and cir. In treating of acai or syllabic
instant, the author compares with it the laghu and guru of Sanskrit
prosody. There were, in ancient times, Tamil grammarians who
followed Sanskritic works in their treatment of Tamil prosody
(Yapparungalavirutti, p. 48), but almost all their works have
perished. The genius of Tamil asserted itself and developed an
independent system of versification. And the author’s comparative
study is calculated to throw light on some interesting aspects in

the history of Tamil prosody.

The third essay deals with cir or metrical foot. The kinds of
cirs, cirs peculiar to each of the four major metres, the number of
letters that could form a cir and the rhythm produced by the com-
bination of the cirs are treated systematically. Whether there is
any necessity for a cir of four syllabic instants was once much
debated and various devices were adopted to suppress it. But it
persisted in our ancient literature and contributed in no small
measure to the rhythm of the lines. This sense of rhythmic beauty
must have subtly influenced some of our classic poets and made
them oblivious to the prescriptions of Tolkappiyar. A few instances
of such infringement are pointed out by our author. . Perasiriyar
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rightly says that none but those endowed with a highly sensitive
ear and with a highly poetic mind can distinguish the varied
rhythms and appreciate the effects of subtle rhythmic variations.

The study of Tolkappiyam is indispensable to every student
of ancient Tamil literature ; but it is beset with innumerable diffi-
culties. Written in sutra style, based on a literature which to a
great extent is now lost to us, following a grammatical system
which remains only in name, and obscured in places by a mass of
exegetical matter, Tolkappiyam must for long remain a subject of
careful and critical study. It is to be hoped that Mr. V. Venkata-
rajulu Reddiyar’s essays will serve as an incentive to other workers
in the field.

Madras, S. VAIYAPURI PILLAI,
5-8-37 Reader in Tamil.
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