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thers being mistnkes in svery page, hesides frequent

trans positions, omissions, aud sdditious, fauits un pardon.
able in work of this nature,”—@. Sale,
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r “If" says Savary, “the Koran, which is estojled

lthrooghout the Eaub for the Perfection of ita styie,
and she msaguiticence of it imager, seems, uuder
the pen of Du Ryer, to be on

7 adull and viresome
rhapsody, dhe blame must be luid on his manner of

translasing.  This book is divided inte verses, like the
Psalma of David, This kind of writing, which was
sdopted by the prophets, emables prose to make use
of the hold terms and the figurative expressions of
poetty.  Da Ryer, paying no respect whatever to the
vext, has connected the verses together, and made of
shem a continuous disconrse. T accomplish tbhis
wishappen assembliage, he has had reconrse Yo frigid
conjunctions aud te triyial phrases, which, destroy.
ing tha dignity of the ideas, and the charm of vhe
distion, randey in impossible 10 recognize the origingl,
While reading hia transhtion, o one could ever
imagine that the Koran is tha ‘masterpiece of ths
Arabre language, which is fertile in fne writers ; yeot

this ig the jadgment which antiguity has pagsed uver
it »

* 8ale’s transiation of the Koran, pags 7, note.
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" Of Maracei’s transiations Savary says: Maracol
that learred monk, whospent forty years in traus-;
lating and refting the Koran, proceaded on the
right eystem He divided is imto verses according
to the text; bat, neglecting the precept of a great
masber.

*Nec verbum verbo carabis reddere, fidos inter-
pres,’ &o.

He translated it literally. He has not exprees.
ed the ideas of the Koran, but travestied the worde
of it into barbarcns Liatin  Yet, thoagh all the beaa-
ties of the original are lost in this translation, itis
preferable to that of Du Ryer.”
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* The notos he had added are indred of great
]uee: but his refutations, which swell the work fo &

largn volnme, are of little or none at all, being often

ansutisfactory, and sometimes impertinent,"—Q, Sale. !
i

Sale’a translation of the Koran, page 8, note,

d




‘

SIS 47 1 P A o s &
14291 £ )’a;.yjd—u,?jﬁ ot Lniz/‘fw
u‘bfq,/n—f:}?u’:,)fd w:u:?’fj‘/ /'U.d—c.::ﬁ":u‘uﬂ
Vb UG P S s &t v o it
T:fu'? Y O PV NI o[ T g
J/L&Lu&:"f'fd/ﬂ)@i""uw;azc‘{.ﬁd/fuf/fdi‘
Y7 Je s S a3 kg
LS -q?é-(w‘w’u‘fé-ﬁdﬂr“:;é‘zﬂ
JIZQQJJ A 1 g:‘.@;/éifjcf/”u
¢ L Pkt
Sale has, however, followed Maraeci too closeiy,
especially by istroduciog his paraphrastie commaenpts
into the body of the text, s well as by his constant
use of Latinined instesd of Suxou worde.”

Revd J. M. Rodwell’s traoslation of the Korsn
waga XXV,
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The stite variee oonsiderabiy, sometimesconeise
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wheretn gther dates isil *  Chamber s Encyel. Vol. V,
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« Broadly speaking, three principa! divieions may,
with psYchologiocs! sruth, be established ; the first
corresponding to the period of early struggies, being
marked by the higher poetical flight, by she deeper
appreciations of the bealities of nature, in sudden, most
passionats, lava-like odtbursts, which seem scarcely
to articuinte themselves into words,

The more prosaic and didactic waras us of the
approsch of manhood, while the dogmstising, the
sermonising, the reiterations and the abandoning of
all Scriptural snd Haggadistio help-mates point to
the secure possession power, t0 the consammatiog
and completion of the mission.”

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW, Vou. 127 No. 254,
LoNDON 1869 Art. “ Islam.”
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“ But none of these attempts can ever be suc-
jeessful, full manhood approaching age, and declining
vigour are not things su enrily traced io the writings
of 8 man like Mohammed” Chambers, Ibid.
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“ And it is exactly in these transitions, qaick
and sudden as lightning, that onc of the great cbarma
of the book, a8 it now stands, cousists, nud well
might Goethe saysthat, ‘as often as we approach it,
it always proves repulsive anew, gradually, however,
it attraots, iv astovishes'and, in the end Foroes iate

admiretion — _
*The Quarterly Raview,” Ibid.
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“ Une assemblage,” eays M Karimirski in his
|preface, “informe et incoherent ‘e preceptes morsux

religienx civils et politiques meled’ oxhortations, ds
promesses, et de mepoacea ”
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“Aud of the Snras it mnst be remarked that
they were intended not for veaders bat for hoarers —
that thoy were all promulgated by public recital—
and that much was left, as the imperfect sentences
show, to the manner and suggestive action of the
reociter,”
The Koran translated by the Revd. J. M. Rod-
well, M. A.
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“ After the new revealed pascages had been from
the prophet’s month taken down in writing by secribe
they were puablished bo his followers, several of whow
ook copies for their private use, but the far greater
gumber got them by heart. The onglnalq when re-
4g-ued, were put promiscuously into & chess,

G. Sale’s Prel. Dis., page 46.
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« But the preservation of the Koran during the
life-timne of Mahonied was
Committed to memory nod depeudent on any eugh
by early M )slems. uncertain  archives, The
divine revelation wag the
sorner stone of Islam. The recital of » patsage form.
ol an e‘!«"ﬂbi".l p'“’? of every celebrat'i”" of pnh]id
worship; and its private perusal aud repitition wag
enforced as a duty and a privilege, fraught with the
richest religious merit, Thie is the universal voios
of early tradition and may be gathered from the
revelation itsell. The Koran was accordingly gom:
mitted to memory mote ot lesa by svery aidherent of
Ial i, and the exrent to Whh-fh.!b coald ve recited was
reckoned one of the chl.ef distinctions of nobility in
the early Moslem empire. The custom of Argbia
favoured the task. Passionately fond of poetry et
possessed of but Limited means and skill 11 commiss
ting to writing th(—!.dlﬁ"llﬂl()nﬂ of their bards, the Arab
had long been habpuu'ed to imprinb them on the
living tablets of their hearts.

The recollective faculty was thus calivated o
the highest pitch, and it was applied, with all the
ardour of an awikened Arab spirit, 8o the Koran,
Sueh was the teng(tity .of sheir m~mory, and s, grean
wheir power of npplication, that several of Mohamed’s
follovers, according to enrly tradition, gould, during
his lfe-time, repsat with serupalous accuracy the
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entire revelation,” The life of

Mahowet b .
- Esq, Vol 1, page V omes by W, Muir
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« However reteutive the Arab memory, we should
have satill regarded with distrast a transcrips made
entirely from thas source Bur there 13 good reason
for believing that may fragm-ntary ropies, embrac.
ing among them the whale K;"*n or nearly the
whole, were made by M homet’s fillowers during
his life, * * * ¥ ¥ *_T'l'ﬂ ability baing thus
possessed, it may be safely inferred thar what was 80
indafarigably committed to memory, would bs lik=wise
commisted carefully to writing,”

W. Muir, Ibid.
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“ We also know that when a tribe ficat jained
Islam, M chames wnc o the

Transcripticns of por-  habiv of depuiiog ove or
tiong of she Koran com-  more »f his follewers 1o teach
won song the early  them the Korao and tha re.
M slems. guniremants af his veligio,
We are frequently infmmn(‘!
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that they carriel written instructions with them on.
latter potut, and it i3 natural to cenclude that lh.‘y
would provide themselves also wish transceripts  of
th: more importans parts of the Revelasian, especial.
1y those upon which the ceremnies of [<lam
Tusnully recited at the public pravers. Busidasg 'hei
ireference in ihe Koran itsclf to its own exisience!
iin 2 written forimn, we have express mention madee
lin the anthentic tradition of Qmar's canversion, of
jeopy of the twentieth Surs being nsed by his sistera
family  for social and private devolional reacing,
This refers ton period preceding, by three or four
iyears, the emigration to Medinn If transcripts of
the revelation were made, and in coramon use, a
{that early nime, when the followers of I<lam werd
few and oppressed, it seems a sure deduction that
they muliiplied exceedingly when the prophet came

bo power, and his Buok formed the law of the greatet
pars of Arabia.”

werae

Sir W. Muir, Ibid,
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"1t is evident thap the revelations were resord-
ed, because they gre culled frequently throughoust;
the Koran itseif £itab, 4, ¢, “ the writing” “ scripturer’
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“ We are led to the conclusion that, from the first

Mahomed had formed the plain of
8 written book,” P of promuigeting

Revd. J. M, Rodwell p, 47.
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“This passage implies the existence of copies of
portions at least of the Kotan in common ase. It

Wwas quotad by the sister of Qmar when ub his conver-

siondhe desired to take her copy of Surea XX into his
hand.”

Revd, Rodwell p. 63, )
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and the variogs editione ofth:!
Koran nssert the same mirnculons privilege  of
M upiform and uncoriuptable texs.”

E Gibbon. Ch. 50 Vo!. 6.
29 i e Bt [
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2P A PP
......... We may, npon the strangest presnmption,
afirm that every verse of the Kornn is the genuin
and unaltered composition of Mahomet himseif, and

conclnde with u> least n close approximation of th
verdict of Von Hammer— .

That we hold the Koran to be as surely Mahomets’
word. us the Mukometans kold it to be the word o) God.

Sir William Muir Vol. 1 p. XXVIL
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* The recension of Qthman

o us analtered. Sy carefuily, indeed, has it been
preserved that thers are no varintiong of importance—
we might almost say no variation at all,—among the
innumerable copies of the Koran scattered through-
oat the vagi bounds of ihe empire of Islam, Con-
tending and embirtered fuctions, tuking their rise
in the morder of Quham himeelf within a quarter
of A century from the desth of Mshomet, have ever
since rent “the Mokomeian world, Yet bnt ONE
HORAN, hes always been current emongst them ;
ond the consentuneons nse by all 1o the prerent dsy
of the same Scripture, is an hiefraguble proof that
we have mow befure ns the very text prepmied by
the commauds of 1he nnfortunate CaLiptu. Uhere is
probubly in the world no ther werk whitk bhos je-
muined Lwelve centuries with o pure a teat.”

has been handed dowa

Ibid p. X1V aund XV,
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“ So that at the t;
me when Christian
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ita greas imperfection in the fuliowmg terms g
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“To sompare (a8 the Moslema ave fund of doing)
thear pure text with the various resdings of onr Serip.
bures. is to compure things between the history and
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kseential porns ot which there is no anslogy.”

Sir Williaw Muir, Vol. L. p. XV gote.
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