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INTRODUCTION

The lmits set by the years 1700-1914 have their
reasons In 1700 began the essentially modern use
of prose , Dryden, who died in that year, had been mn
many ways an exponent of a modegn prose, but, if we
set him beside Addison and Defoe, we perceive that
the ease and naturalness of the essayist and the novelst
differentiate them from such writers as Cowley, Dryden
and Temple, make them participators m the intellectual
democracy of the eighteenth and nineteéhth centuries,
and cause their writings to become hnks in a chain
sympathetic to modern readers The modein spirit
was feeling its way during the Restoration period, and
the prose displays a certain tentativeness The antho-
logy ends 1n spirit at the date of August 3, 1914, for the
editor feels that after August 4, something new entered
mto the hearts and minds, the moral and intellectual
composition of Enghsh writers just as lhiterature
changed after the French Revolution and the Napoleomec
Wars, so, but much more profoundly (he believes), litera-
ture 18 1 the process of changing after the Great War
and the concomitant as well as subsequent unrest To
pass beyond the year 1914 1s to take into our survey
a period that we may not understand for many years

The exact title of this volume should be “ A Book
of Typically Enghsh Prose, 1700-1914,” where
* typically ’ would imply the presence of those qualities
which we regard as national The editor has aimed
not at producing an anthology of narrow or nationahstic
tendency, but at giving examples (for the scope prevents
him from calling 1t an anthology) of such prose as we
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6 Introduction

associate naturally with Enghsh writers and at excluding
certamn other kinds which, although they may be
genuinely racy of the soil, do not seem to be so charac-
tenstically native as the clear, vigorous, manly, frank,
healthy, adventurous, homely prose of men ke D®oe,
At least one of those quahties will be found in every
piece, but they do not exclude polish, as we see
Addison, they admit the intellectuahty of Gibbon
because of his clarnity and chastened vigour, while they
exclude Newman and Pater for their alienation from
what we might term an essentially native standard,
the beautiful 18 present, but 1t must not be morbid
or recondhte, septimentahity and emotionalism are
debarred (hence the omission of a Richardson or a
Sterne), of criticism there 18 only one example, and
that because 1t consists of a tribute to our greatest
genus,—for some reason, the cntical, despite such
fine exponents of that art as Arnold or Dowden, does not
fall 1n the hst of those kinds of writing which one would
spontaneously declare English, and so even Matthew
Arnold 18 passed by, and while philosophical, theo-
logical and political works have flourished 1mn England,
they would clash with the general purpose of the editor,
who wishes to present a group of wmtings at once
mteresting and lterary and to illustrate the more
vigorous, obvious virtues of prose In short, he desires
to set forth a summary illustrative record of such
qualities as have endowed Enghsh prose with hfe and
endurance rather than of such as make 1t an intellectual
or magnificently sensuous expression of doubly excep-
tional personalities In the cultivated prose of an
Addison there 18 energy, 1 the vigorous prose of a Swift
there 18 culture, and m both there 1s life, the zest of
creation Admiration for the prose of Berkeley,
Coleridge, and Morley should not blind us to the fact
that, although such writers have enriched the content
of our prose hterature, they have (along with a Newman
or & Wilde) done less to continue 1ts vigour and to provide
1ts sap than Defoe and Trelawny with their masculine
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prose of adventure, than Burns and Hugh Miller with
their homely native genius Writers so diverse as
Scott, Dickens, Thackeray, Meredith and Hardy,
despite the complexity of the fourth, are all healthy
and®native to the soill The eloquence and beauty
of Burke and Ruskm have an immediacy of appeal
absent from the specifically imagimative prose of De
Quincey , moreover, Burke and Ruskin saw that prose
thrives best if 1t 18 kept distinct from poetry, while
De Quincey frequently lapses imto ‘ poetic prose,”
which, beautiful and suggestive, yet tends to relax
the salutary check of metre 1 poetry and to rob prose
of 1ts precision

Of the normal characteristics at ‘any period, many
wil be found m the wnting of history, because, if
history necessarily precludes the manner of novel and
essay, 1t does give free play to clarity, vigour, and frank-
ness, which, indeed, 1t demands Three different
kinds of historical composition are to be seen mn Gibbon,
Macaulay, and Froude, but how good they are! Like
Buffon, Gibbon shows what can be done by orgamec
composition if there 18 energy at command, and 1t 1s
1 energy that the Enghsh writer surpasses the French *
Macaulay expresses himself in prose admirably adapted
to narrative and to characterization, to rapid summary
a8 to detail,—in short, Taine was right when he saxd
that if Macaulay lost favour in England, so much the
worse for England, because his somewhat circum-
seribed character was, i certain most mmportant
respects, typical and brilhantly representative of the
English imntelleet and Froude so combines force,
picturesqueness, ease and clarity that his pages breathe
forth the very man

In history, those three writers are truly representative
of the qualities that they possess so pre-eminently The
novel has been exemplified by Fielding and the most
sigmficant men of the Nmeteenth Century ; the extracts
are meant to 1illustrate the straightforward, not too
psychological, achievements. The short story, a modern
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development, requires an early example, Hawthorne,
and a late, to indicate the change that has come over
the genre (Hawthorne, by the way, and Poe are
mecluded because the former was very Englhsh and the
latter 18 most significant i the history of our pmese )
The essay speaks for 1tself from the mouths of Addisoh
(whose art, 1n the general essay, remained unsurpassed
m his century), Goldsmith (the forerunner of Lamb m
the personal and whimsical), Lamb himself, his con-
temporaries Hazhtt and Leigh Hunt (who close a splendid
efflorescence of the essay), and as typical of the kind
much later, Stevenson Several less distinguished
divisions call for switable representatives i Landor
and De Quincey, Miller and Trelawny, while eloquence
has been entrusted to one man, Burke Space, however,
prevents the original, native Jane Austen and the
fascmating Sir Richard Burton from being imcluded

Lest 1t should be inferred that, in these various kinds,
only narrative or something analagous thereto have
found a place, the present writer hastens to say that
the qualities of vigour, manliness, clarity, healthiness
and the hke may well inform a description or a reflection,
a preface or an epilogue  As a healthy hfe and a healthy
outlook do much for national existence, so corresponding
qualities mn the writers make mestimably for the per-
manency of our hiterature and 1t 18 especially 1 prose
that we look for energy, good health and samty,
which may characterize even so fervent a devotee of
beauty as Ruskin

Within these, rather hmits than lhmitations, the
editor believes that he has introduced much of that
variety which the wits claxm as the sauce, and certan
philosophers as the source of life, but he wishes to add
that several noticeable omissions have been made in
subservience to an 1deal of selection

ERIC PARTRIDGE
May, 1926.



A BOOK OF ENGLISH PROSE
(1700-1914)
Stage Lions *

There 18 nothing that of late years has afforded
matter of greater amusement to the town than Sigmor
Nicolini’s combat with a lion in the Haymarket, which
has been very often exhibited to the general satisfaction
of most of the nobility and gentry in the kingdom of
Great Britain Upon the first rumour of this intended
combat, 1t was confidently affirmed, and 1s still beheved
by many in both galleries, that there would be a tame
lion sent from the Tower every opera might, in order
to be killed by Hydaspes , this report, though altogether
groundless, so umiversally prevailed in the upper regions
of the playhouse, that some of the most refined pol-
ticians 1 those parts of the audience gave 1t out in
whisper, that the lion was a cousin-german of the tiger
who made his appearance 1n King Wilham’s days, and
that the stage would be supplied with lions at the
public expense, during the whole session  Many hikewise
were the conjectures of the treatment which this hon
was to meet with from the hands of Sigmor Nicolini
some supposed that he was to subdue him 1n recitativo,
as Orpheus used to serve the wild beasts mn his time,
and afterwards to knock him on the head , some fancied
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10 English Prose

that the hon would not pretend to lay his paws upon
the hero, by reason of the received opinion, that a lion
will not hurt a virgin  several, who pretended to have
seen the opera 1n Italy, had informed their fnends
that the hon was to act a part in High-Dutch, “nd
roar twice or thrice to a thorough-bass, before he fell
at the feet of Hydaspes To clear up a matter that
was 80 variously reported, I have made 1t my business
to examine whether this pretended lion 1s really the
savage he appears to be, or only a counterfeit

But before I communicate my discoveries, I must
acquamt the reader, that upon my walking behind the
scenes last winter, as I was thinking on something
else, I accidentally justled against a monstrous animal
that extremely startled me, and upon my nearer survey
of it, appeared to be a hon rampant The lion seeing me
very much surprised, told me, 1n a gentle voice, that I
might come by him 1f I pleased * For,” says he,
“I do not intend to hurt anybody ’ I thanked him
very kindly, and passed by hhm And 1n a httle time
after saw him leap upon the stage, and act his part
with very great applause It has been observed by
several, that the lon has changed his manner of acting
twice or thrice since his first appearance; which will
not seem strange, when I acquaint my reader that the
hon has been changed upon the audience three several
times The first lion was a candle-snuffer, who, being &
fellow of a testy, choleric temper, over-did his part,
and would not suffer himself to be killed so easily as he
ought to have done, besides, 1t was observed of him,
that he grew more surly every time he came out of the
hon, and having dropt some words 1n ordinary conversa-
tion, a8 1f he had not fought his best, and that he suffered
himself to be thrown upon his back in the scuffle, and
that he would wrestle with Mr Nicolm for what he
pleased, out of his hon’s skin, 1t was thought proper
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to discard him and it 18 verily behieved, to this day,
that had he been brought upon the stage another time,
he would certainly have done mischief Besides, 1t was
objegted aganst the first lion, that he reared himself
go high upon his hinder paws, and walked 1n 8o erect
a posture, that he looked more like an old man than
a hon

The second lion was a tailor by trade, who belonged
to the playhouse, and had the character of a mild and
peaceable man in his profession If the former was
too furious, this was too sheepish for his part, 1nso-
much, that after a short modest walk upon the stage,
he would fall at the first touch of Hydaspes, without
grappling with him, and giving him an opportumty of
showing his variety of Itahan trips It 18 said, indeed,
that he once gave him a rip in his flesh-coloured doublet ;
but this was only to make work for himself, n his
private character of a taillor I must not omt that 1t
was this second lion who treated me with so much
humanity behind the scenes

The acting lion at present 18, as I am informed, a
country gentleman, who does 1t for his diversion, but
desires his name may be concealed He says, very
handsomely, 1n his own excuse, that he does not act
for gain, that he indulges an innocent pleasure 1n 1t ;
and that 1t 18 better to pass away an evening i1n this
manner than in gaming and drnking - but at the
same time says, with a very agreeable raillery upon
himself, that 1f his name should be known, the ill-
natured world mght call him, ¢ the ass 1n the hon’s
skin # This gentleman’s temper 1s made out of such a
happy mixture of the mild and the choleric, that he
outdoes both his predecessors, and has drawn together
greater audiences than have been known in the memory
of man.
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notice of a groundless report that has been raised to
a gentleman’s disadvantage, of whom I must declare
myself an admirer, namely, that Sigmor Nicolim
and the hon have been seen sitting peaceably by one
another, and smoking a pipe together behind the sc&nes,,
by which their common enemies would insinuate,
that 1t 18 but a sham combat which they represent upon
the stage but upon inquiry I find, that if any such
correspondence has passed between them, 1t was not
t1ll the combat was over, when the lion was to be looked
upon as dead, according to the received rules of the
drama Besides, this 18 what 18 practised every day
1 Westminster Hall, where nothing 1s more usual than to
see a couple of lawyers, who have been tearing each other
to pieces 1n the court, embracing one another as soon as
they are out of 1t

I would not be thought, 1n any part of this relation,
to reflect upon Signior Nicolini, who 1n acting this
part only complies with the wretched taste of his
audience, he knows very well, that the lion has many
more admirers than himself , as they say of the famous
equestrian statue on the Pont Neuf at Paris, that more
people go to see the horse than the king who sits upon
1t On the contrary, it gives me a just indignation to
see a person whose action gives new majesty to kings,
resolution to heroes, and softness to lovers, thus sinking
from the greatness of his behaviour, and degraded into
the character of the London Prentice I have often
wished, that our tragedians would copy after this great
master in action Could they make the same use of
their arms and legs, and inform their faces with as
sigmficant looks and passions, how glorious would
an Enghsh tragedy appear with that action which
18 capable of giving a dignity to the forced
thoughts, cold conceits, and unnatural expressions of an
Itahan opera! In the mean time, I have related this
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combat of the lion, to show what are at present the
reigning entertainments of the politer part of Great
Britain

Joseph Addison (1672-1719)

A Journey across Africa

In the very first entrance of the waste, we were
exceedingly discouraged , for we.found the sand so deep,
and 1t scalded our feet 8o much with the heat, that, after
we had, as I may call 1t, waded rather than walked
through 1t about seven or eight miles, we were all
heartily tired and faint—even the very negroes lay down
and panted, like creatures that had been pushed beyond
their strength

Here we found the difference of lodging greatly
mjurious to us, for, as before, we always made us huts
to sleep under, which covered us from the might air,
which 1s particularly unwholesome 1n those hot coun-
tries, but we had here no shelter, no lodging, after so
hard a march, for here were no trees—no, not a shrub
near us—and, which was still more frightful, towards
night we began to hear the wolves howl, the lions bellow,
and a great many wild asses braymng, and other ugly
noiwses, which we did not understand.

Upon this we reflected upon our indiscretion—that
we had not, at least, brought poles or stakes in our
hands, with which we might have, as 1t were, palisadoed
ourselves 1 for the might, and so we might have slept
secure, whatever other inconvemences we suffered.
However we found a way at last, to relieve ourselves a
little, For, first, we set up the lances and bows we
had, and endeavoured to bring the tops of them as
near to one another as we could, and so hung our coats
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on the top of them, which made us a kind of sorry
tent The leopard’s skin, and a few other skins we
had put together, made us a tolerable covering, and
thus we lay down to sleep, and slept very heartily téo
for the first night, setting, however, a good wwtch,
being two of our own men with their fusees, whom w8
relieved 1n an hour at first, and two hours afterwards ,
and 1t was very well we did this, for they found the
wilderness swarmed with raging creatures of all kinds,
some of which came directly up to the very enclosure
of our tent But our sentinels were ordered not to
alarm us with finng 1n the might, but to flash in the
pan at them, whieh they did, and found 1t effectual,
for the creatures went off always as soon as they saw
1t, perhaps with some noise or howling, and pursued
such other game as they were upon

If we were tired with the day’s travel, we were all as
much tired with the might’s lodging but our black
prince told us 1n the morning he would give us some
counsel, and indeed 1t was very good counsel He told us
we should be all killed, 1f we went on this journey, and
through this desert, without some covering for us at
nmight , so he advised us to march back again to a httle
niver side, where we lay the might before, and stay there
till we could make us houses, as he called them, to
carry with us to lodge 1n every might As he began
a httle to understand our speech, and we very well to
understand his signs, we easily knew what he meant,
and that we should there make mats (for we remembered
that we saw a great deal of matting, or bass there,
that the natives made mats of) ; I say, that we skould
make large mats there for covering our huts or tents
to lodge i at might.

We all approved this advice, and immediately resolved
to go back that one day’s journey, resolving, though
we carried less provisions, we would carry mats with
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us, to cover us in the mght Some of the mimblest
of us got back to the river with more ease than we had
travelled 1t but the day before, but, as we were not
1 haste, the rest made a halt, encamped another might,
andecame to us the next day

In our return of this day’s journey, our men, that
made two days of 1t, met with a very surprising thing,
that gave them some reason to be careful how they parted
company again The case was this The second day
1n the morning, before they had gone half a mile, looking
behind them, they saw a vast cloud of sand or dust
rise 1n the air, as we see sometimes 1n the roads in
summer, when 1t 18 very dusty, ane a large drove of
cattle are coming, only very much greater , and they
could easily perceive that 1t came after them , and 1t
came on faster than they went from 1t The cloud of
sand was so great that they could not see what 1t was
that rased 1t,, and concluded that 1t was some army
of enemies that pursued them , but then considering
that they came from the vast uminhabited wilderness,
they knew 1t was impossible any nation or people that
way should have intelligence of them, or the way of
their march , and therefore, if 1t was an army, 1t must
be of such as they were travelling that way by accident
On the other hand, as they knew that there were no
horse 1n the country, and that they came on so fast,
they concluded that 1t must be some vast collection
of wild beasts, perhaps making to the hill country
for food or water, and that they should be all devoured
or trampled under foot by their multitude

Upon this thought they very prudently observed
which way the cloud seemed to point, and they turned
a hittle out of the way to the north, supposing 1t might
pass by them When they were about a quarter
of a mile they halted to see what 1t might be  One of
the negroes, a mmbler fellow than the rest, went back
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a little, and came 1n a few minutes, running as fast as
the heavy sand would allow, and by signs gave them
to know that 1t was a great herd or drove of elephants

As 1t was a sight our men had never seen, they were
desirous to see 1t, and yet a hittle uneasy at the dgpger
too, for though an elephant 1s a heavy, unwieldy
creature, yet 1n the deep sand, which was nothing at all
to them, they marched at a great rate, and would soon
have tired our people, if they had had far to go, and had
been pursued by them

Our gunner was with them, and had a great mind to
have gone close up to one of the outermost of them,
and to have clapped his piece to his ear, and to have
fired 1nto him, because he had been told no shot would
penetrate them, but they all dissuaded him, lest,
upon the noise, they should all turn upon and pursue
us 80 he was reasoned out of 1t, and let them pass,
which, 1n our people’s circumstances, was certanly
the right way

They were between twenty and thirty in number,
but prodigious great ones, and though they often
showed our men that they saw them, yet they did not
turn out of their way, or take any other notice of them,
than, as we may say, Just to look at them We that were
before saw the cloud of dust they raised, but we thought
1t had been our own caravan, and so took no notice,
but as they bent their course one point of the compass,
or thereabouts, to the southward of the east, and we
went due east, they passed by us at some hittle distance ,
so that we did not see them, or know anything of them,
till evening, when our men came to us, and gave ug this
account of them However, this was a useful experiment
for our future conduct 1n passing the desert, as you shall
hear 1n 1ts place

‘We were now upon our work, and our black prince was
head surveyor, for he was an excellent mat-maker him-

\
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self, and all his men understood 1t, so that they soon
made us near a hundred mats, and as every man, I
mean of the negroes, carried one, 1t was no manner
of load, and we did not carry an ounce of provisions the
legs *The greatest burthen was to carry six long poles,
besides some shorter stakes, but the negroes made an
advantage of that, for carrying them between two,
they made the luggage of provisions which they had to
carry so much the hghter, binding 1t upon two poles,
and made three couple of them As soon as we saw
this we made a little advantage of 1t too, for having
three or four bags, called bottles (I mean skins or bladders
to carry water), more than the men could carry, we
got them filled, and carried them this way, which was
a day’s water and more, for our journey

Having now ended our work, made our mats, and fully
recruited our stores of things necessary, and having made
us abundance of small ropes and matting for ordinary
use, as we might have occasion, we set forward again,
having mterrupted our journey eight days in all, upon
this affair To our great comfort, the night before we
set out there fell a very violent shower of rain, the
effects of which we found in the sand, though the
one day dried the surface as much as before, yet 1t was
harder at bottom, not so heavy, and was cooler to our
feet, by which means we marched, as we reckoned,
about fourteen miles instead of seven, and with much
more ease

When we came to encamp we had all things ready, for
we had fitted our tent, and set 1t up for trial, where we
made 15, so that, 1n less than an hour, we had a large
tent raised, with an inner and outer apartment, and
two entrances In one we lay ourselves, in the other
our negroes, having hight pleasant mats over us, and
others at the same time under us Also, we had &
Little place without all for our buffaloes, for they deserved

B
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our care, being very useful to us, besides carrying forage
and water for themselves Theiwr forage was a root,
which our black prince directed us to find, not much
unhke a parsnmp, very moist and nourishing, of whlch
there was plenty wherever we came, this horrd desert
excepted.

When we came the next morning to decamp, our
negroes took down the tent, and pulled up the stakes ,
and all was 1n motion 1n as little time as 1t was set
up In this posture we marched eight days, and yet
could see no end, no change of our prospect, but all
looking as wild gnd dismal as at the beginning If
there was any alteration, 1t was that the sand was
nowhere so deep and heavy as it was the first three
days This we thought might be because, for s1x months
of the year, the winds blowing west (as for the other
six they blew constantly east), the sand was driven
violently to the side of the desert where we set out,
where the mountamns lymng very high, the easterly
monsoons, when they blew, had not the same power
to drive 1t back agamn, and this was confirmed by
our finding the like depth of sand on the farthest extent
of the desert to the west

It was the minth day of our travel in this wilderness
when we came to the view of a great lake of water ,
and you may be sure this was a particular satisfaction
to us, because we had not water left for above two or
three days more, at our shortest allowance, I mean,
allowing water for our return, if we had been put to the
necessity of 1t Our water had served us two days
longer than expected, our buffaloes having found, for
two or three days, a kind of herb hke a broad flat
thistle, though without any prickle, spreading on the
ground, and growing in the sand, which they eat freely
of, and which supplied them for drink as well as forage.

The next day, which was the tenth from our setting
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out, we came to the edge of this lake, and, happily
for us, we came to 1t at the south pomnt of 1t; so we
passed by 1t, and travelled three days by the side of 1t,
which was a great comfort to us, because 1t hghtened our
ly.xrtlfen, there being no need to carry water when we
had 1t 1n view And yet, though here was so much
water, we found but very little alteration in the desert ,
no trees, no grass or herbage, except that thistle, as
I called 1t, and two or three more plants, which we did
not understand, of which the desert began to be pretty
full

But as we were refreshed with the neighbourhood of
this lake of water, so we were now gotten among a
prodigious number of ravenous inhabitants, the like
whereof, 1t 18 most certain, the eye of man never saw
for, as I firmly believe, that never man, nor any body
of men, passed this desert since the flood, so I beheve
there 1s not the hike collection of fierce, ravenous, and
devouring creatures i the world, I mean, not in any
particular place

For a day’s journey before we came to this lake, and
all the three days we were passing by 1t, and for six
or seven days’ march after 1t, the ground was scattered
with elephants’ teeth in such a number as 18 incredible ,
and, as some of them may have lain there for some
hundreds of years, so, seeing the substance of them
scarce ever decays, they may lie there, for aught I know,
to the end of time The size of some of them 1s, 1t
seems, to those to whom I have reported 1t, as incredible
as the number , and I can assure you there were several
80 heavy as the strongest man among us could not
hft. As to number, I question not there are enough
to load a thousand sail of the biggest ships in the world,
by which I may be understood to mean that the quantity
18 not to be conceived of , seeing that as they lasted in
view for above eighty miles travelling, so they might
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continue as far to the right hand, and to the left as
far, and many times as far, for aught we knew , for it
seems the number of elephants hereabouts 1s prodigiously
great In one place i particular we saw the head of
an elephant, with several teeth in 1t, but one of thg
biggest that ever I saw, the flesh was consumed to
be sure many hundred years before, and all the other
bones , but three of our strongest men could not hft
this skull and teeth , the great tooth, I believe, weighed
at least three hundredweight , and this was particularly
remarkable to me, for I observed the whole skull was as
good 1vory as thg teeth ,! and, I believe, altogether
weighed at least six hundredweight , and though I do
not know but, by the same rule, all the bones of the
elephant may be 1vory, yet I think there 18 a just objec-
tion against 1t, from the example before me, that then
all the other bones of this elephant would have been
there as well as the head

I proposed to our gunner, that, seeing we had travelled
now fourteen days without intermission, and that we had
water here for our refreshment, and no want of food
yet, nor any fear of 1t, we should rest our people a little,
and see, at the same time, 1f, perhaps, we might kill
some creatures that were proper for food The gunner,
who had more forecast of that kind than I had, agreed
to the proposal, and added, why might we not try to
catch some fish out of the lake ¢ The first thing we had
before us was to try if we could make any hooks, and
this 1ndeed put our artificer to his trumps, however,
with some labour and difficulty, he did 1t, and we catched
fresh fish of several kinds How they came there none
but He that made the lake, and all the world, knows ,
for, to be sure, no human hands ever put any in there,
or pulled any out before.

We not only catched enough for our present refresh-

1 A traveller’s tale !



Defoe 21

ment, but we dried several large fishes, of kinds which
I cannot describe, 1n the sun, by which we lengthened
out our provisions considerably , for the heat of the
sun dried them so effectually without salt that they
were®perfectly cured, dry, and hard in one day’s time

We rested ourselves here five days , during which time
we had abundance of pleasant adventures with the wild
creatures, too many to relate One of them was very
particular, which was a chase between a she-lion, or
honess, and a large deer, and, though the deer 1s
naturally a very nimble creature, and she flew by us
like the wind, having, perhaps, about three hundred
yards the start of the lion, yet we found the Lon, by
her strength, and the goodness of her lungs, got ground
of her They passed by us within about a quarter of
a mile, and we had a view of them a great way, when,
having given them over, we were surprised about an
hour after to see them come thundering back again
on the other side of us, and then the lion was within
thirty or forty yards of her, and both straining to
the extremity of their speed, when the deer, coming
to the lake, plunged into the water, and swam for her
life, as she had before run for 1t

The lioness plunged in after her, and swam a httle
way, but came back again, and, when she was got
upon the land, she set up the most hideous roar that
ever I heard in my life, as 1f done 1n the rage of having
lost her prey

We walked out morning and evening constantly ,
the middle of the day we refreshed ourselves under our
tent ;» but one morning early we saw another chase,
which more nearly concerned us than the other, for
our black prince, walking by the side of the lake, was
set upon by a vast great crocodile, which came out of
the lake upon him, and though he was very light of
foot, yet 1t was as much as he could do to get away,
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he fled amain to us, and the truth 1s we did not know
what to do, for we were told no bullet would enter her,
and we found 1t so at first, for though three of our men
fired at her, yet she did not mind them , but my friend
the gunner, a venturous fellow, of a bold heart? and
great presence of mind, went up so near as to thrust
the muzzle of his piece into her mouth, and fired, but
let his piece fall, and ran for i1t the very moment he had
fired 1t, the creature raged a great while, and spent
its fury upon the gun, making marks on the very iron
with her teeth, but after some time fainted and died
Our negroes spread the banks of the lake all this while
for game, and at’length killed us three deer, one of
them very large, the other two very small There was
water-fowl also in the lake, but we never came near
enough to them to shoot any , and, as for the desert,
we saw no fowls anywhere 1n 1t, but at the lake
We likewise killed two or three civet cats , but their
flesh 1s the worst of carrion We saw abundance of
elephants at a distance, and observed they always
go 1n very good company—that 18 to say, abundance
of them together, and always extended in a fair line of
battle, and this, they say, 1s the way they defend
themselves from their enemies, for, if lions or tagers,
wolves, or any creatures, attack them, they being drawn
up 1n & line, sometimes reaching five or six miles 1n
length, whatever comes 1n their way 18 sure to be trod
under foot, or beaten in pieces with thewr trunks, or
Iifted up in the air with thewr trunks so that if a
hundred lions or tigers were coming along, if they meet
a line of elephants, they will always fly back tili they
see room to pass by to the right hand or to the left;
and 1if they did not, 1t would be impossible for one of
them to escape, for the elephant, though a heavy
creature, is yet 8o dexterous and nimble with his trunk,
that he will not fail to hft up the heaviest lion, or any
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other wild creature, and throw him up 1n the air qute
over his back, and then trample him to death with his
feet We saw several lines of battle thus, we saw one
8o long, that indeed there was no end of 1t to be seen,
and,I belhieve, there might be two thousand elephants
ih a row or ime They are not beasts of prey, but
live upon the herbage of the field, as an ox does, and 1t
18 said, that though they are so great a creature, yet
that a smaller quantity of forage supplies one of them
than will suffice a horse

The numbers of this kind of creature that are in those
parts are 1conceivable, as may be gathered from the
prodigious quantity of teeth, whichpas I said, we saw
in this vast desert, and indeed we saw a hundred of
them to one of any other kinds

One evening we were very much surprised, we were
most of us laid down on our mats to sleep, when our
watch came running in among us, being frightened with
the sudden roaring of some lions just by them, which,
1t seems, they had not seen, the might bemng dark,
till they were just upon them There was, as 1t proved,
an old hon and his whole family, for there was the
lioness and three young lions, beside the old king, who
was a monstrous great one one of the young ones,
who were good, large, well-grown ones too, leaped up
upon one of our negroes, who stood sentinel, before he
saw him, at which he was heartily frightened, cried out,
and ran into the tent our other man, who had & gun,
had not presence of mind at first to shoot him, but
struck him with the butt-end of his piece, which made
him whine a httle, and then growl at him fearfully,
but the fellow retired, and, we being all alarmed, three
of our men snatched up their guns, ran to the tent door,
where they saw the great old lion by the fire of his eyes,
and first fired at him, but, we supposed, mssed him,
or at least did not kill im , for they went all off, but
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raised a most hideous roar, which, as if they had called
for help, brought down a prodigious number of lLions,
and other furious creatures, we know not what, about
them, for we could not see them , but there was a noise
and yelling, and howling, and all sort of such wilderness
music on every side of us, as if all the beasts of the
desert were assembled to devour us

We asgked our black prince what we should do with
them Me go, says he, and fright them all So he
snatches up two or three of the worst of our mats,
and, getting one of our men to strike some fire, he hangs
the mat up at the end of a pole, and set 1t on fire, and
1t blazed abroad & good while, at which the creatures
all moved off, for we heard them roar, and make their
bellowing nowse at a great distance Well, says our
gunner, if that will do, we need not burn our mats, which
are our beds to lay under us, and our tilting to cover
us Let me alone, says he So he comes back into our
tent, and falls to making some artificial fire-works,
and the ike , and he gave our sentinels some to be ready
at hand upon occasion, and particularly he placed a
great prece of wildfire upon the same pole that the mat
had been tied to, and set i1t on fire, and that burnt
there so long that; all the wild creatures left us for that
time

However, we began to be weary of such company,
and, to get rid of them, we set forward again two days
sooner than we intended We found now that, though
the desert did not end, nor could we see any appearance
of 1t, yet that the earth was pretty full of green stuff
of one sort or another, so that our cattle had no want ,
and, secondly, that there were several little rivers which
ran nto the lake, and, so long as the country continued
low, we found water sufficient, which eased us very
much 1n our carriage, and we went on still sixteen
days more without yet coming to any appearance of
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better soil After this we found the country rise a
Iittle, and by that we perceived that the water would
fail us, so for fear of the worst, we filled our bladder
bottles with water We found the country rsing
gradtally thus for three days continually, when, on the
dudden, we percerved, that though we had mounted up
nsensibly, yet that we were on the top of a very high
ridge of hills, though not such as at first
Daniel Defoe (1661-1731)

From ‘‘ Captawn Singleton ”

The Capture of a Fleet

The empire of Blefuscu 1s an 1sland, situated to the
north-east side of Lilliput, from whence 1t 18 parted only
by a channel of eight hundred yards wide I had not
yet seen 1t, and upon this notice of an intended 1nvasion,
I avoided appearing on that side of the coast, for fear of
being discovered by some of the enemy’s ships, who had
received no intelligence of me, all intercourse between
the two empires having been strictly forbidden during
the war, upon pain of death, and an embargo lard by our
Emperor upon all vessels whatsoever I communicated
to his Majesty a project I had formed of seizing the
enemy’s whole fleet which, as our scouts assured us,
lay at anchor in the harbour ready to sail with the first
fair wind I consulted the most experienced seamen
upon the depth of the channel, which they had often
plumbed, who told me, that in the middle, at high
water, 1t was seventy glumgluffs deep, which 1s about six
feet of European measure , and the rest of 1t fifty glum-
gluffs at most I walked towards the north-east coast,
over agamnst Blefuscu, where, lying down behind a
hillock, I took out my small perspective glass, and
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viewed the enemy’s fleet at anchor, consisting of about
fifty men-of-war, and a great number of transports

I then came back to my house, and gave order (for which
I had a warrant) for a great quantity of the strongest
cable and bars of iron The cable was about as*thick
as pack-thread, and the bars of the length and size of %
kmtting needle I trebled the cable to make 1t stronger,
and, for the same reason, I twisted three of the iron bars
together, binding the extremities into a hook Having
thus fixed fifty hooks to as many cables, I went back
to the north-east coast, and putting off my coat, shoes,
and stockings, walked 1nto the sea, in my leathern jerkin,
about an hour before high water I waded with what
haste I could, and swam 1n the middle about thirty
yards, till T felt ground , I arrived to the fleet 1n less
than half an hour The enemy was so frighted when
they saw me, that they leaped out of their ships, and
swam to shore, where there could not be fewer than
thirty thousand souls I then took my tackling, and,
fastening a hook to the hole at the prow of each, I tied
all the cords together at the end While I was thus
employed, the enemy discharged several thousand
arrows, many of which stuck in my hands and face

and, besides the excessive smart, gave me much disturb-
ance 1n my work My greatest apprehension was for
mine eyes, which I should have infallibly lost, if I
had not suddenly thought of an expedient I kept
among other hittle necessaries a pair of spectacles in
a private pocket, which, as I observed before, had
escaped the Emperor’s searchers These I took out
and fastened as strongly as I could upon my nose, and,
thus armed, went on boldly with my werk i spite of
the enemy’s arrows, many of which struck against the
glasses of my spectacles, but without any other effect,
farther than a httle to discompose them. I had now
fastened all the hooks, and, taking the knot 1n my hand,
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began to pull, but not a ship would stir, for they were
all too fast held by their anchors, so that the boldest
part of my enterprise remaimned I therefore let go
the cord, and leaving the hooks fixed to the ships, I
resolutely cut with my kmife the cables that fastened
the anchors, receiving above two hundred shots in my
face and hands, then Itook up the knotted end of the
cables to which my hooks were tied, and with great ease
drew fifty of the enemy’s largest men-of-war after me
The Blefuscudians, who had not the least imagination
of what I intended, were at first confounded with as-
tonishment They had seen me cut the cables, and
thought my design was only to let the $hips run adrift, or
fall foul on each other but when they perceived the
whole fleet moving in order, and saw me pulling at the
end, they set up such a scream of grief and despair, that
1t 18 almost 1mpossible to describe or concertve When I
had got out of danger, I stopt a while to pick out the
arrows that stuck in my hands and face and rubbed on
gsome of the same ointment that was given me at my
first arrival, as I have formerly mentioned I then took
off my spectacles, and, waiting about an hour till the
tide was a little fallen, I waded through the middle with
my cargo, and arrived safe at the royal port of Lilliput.
The Emperor and his whole court stood on the shore
expeoting the 1ssue of this great adventure They saw
the ships move forward in a large half-moon, but could
not discern me, who was up to my breast ;n water
When I advanced to the middle of the channel, they
were yet 1n more pain, because I was under water to my
neck. ' The Emperor concluded me to be drowned, and
that the enemy’s fleet was approaching in a hostile
manner : but he was soon eased of his fears, for the
channel growing shallower every step I made, I came 1n
a short time within hearing, and, holding up the end of
the cable by which the fleet was fastened, I cried n a
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loud voice, Long live the most puissant Emperor of
Lilhput ! This great prince received me at my landing
with all possible encomiums, and created me a nardac
upon the spot, which 18 the highest title of honour
among them

Jonathan Sunft (1667-1745)

From *‘ Qullwer's Travels ”’

The Beginning of a Great Novel

.
THE INTRODUCTION TO THE WORK, OR BILL OF FARE TO
THE FEAST

An author ought to consider himself, not as a gentle-
man who gives a private or eleemosynary treat, but
rather as one who keeps a public ordinary, at which
all persons are welcome for their money In the fo