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PREFACE

The object of the present undertaking is to edit the pure

text of Shri Shankaracharya’s Bhashya, from a comparison
of the previous editions, in a form more easy of access and
on a principle more helpful to the understanding of the
reader than has been, heretofore, attempted, in the hope
that an acquaintance at once real and deep with that

standard specimen of the Adwaita Philosophy may thereby
be secured and extended. .

Certain special features distinguish this edition from

others:—the extant editions are very faulty—certain words left
out altogether, wrong words substituted for right ones,
misdivision of words, absence of punctuation,- mispunctua-
tion, quotations not marked or mixed together=these defe.
cts, I have tried to remove. Special attention has been paid

to punctuation which is an indispensable aid to quick read-
ing and intelligibility. All quotations exzcepting two have
been traced, plainly marked and their sources indicated; ex-
haustive cross references also are given. Wherever the
Bhashya enters into lengthy arguments it has been suitably
divided into paragraphs, and the 9998 and the IWTIR have
been distinctly indicated. One list gives the Gita passages
that form the subject—matter of the SWMYAs; another gives
some parallel passages from the Gita and the Upanishads.
An index also of the Gita verses is added. The reader will
find all these improvements of invaluable help in under-
standing the Bhashya and following the line of argument
through the several stages.

The Bhagvat-Gita is the most original and profound work
extant in any language on the Philosophy of religion and
morals. Its principle depends upon its complete harmony
with the Shruti, faken s a whole with vastness of application-
and this is the open sesame supplied in the Bhashya to the
Rajaguhya of the Divine Exemplar and Teacher. The
Bhashya sets forth the teachings of the Gita with a power,
& fullness, and an cloguence rarely equalled, never surpassed.
It is impossible to read it without feeling that the luminous



-

order and logical suquence of the parts are surpassed only
by the lofty unity and coherence of the whole ( TFaAFAAT). It
is a classic of thought in the greatest of its domains—the
domain of moral and religious philosophy.

The storm that has latterly roared around the stately tree
has not succeeded beyond raising colurans of dust blinding
eyes of the unwary and the credulous; guns of heavy calibre
that took forty years to manufacture have failed to effect a
single breach in the adamantine walls of the fortress. These
virulent literary assaults provoke the repetition of the old
dictum that what is true in them is not new, and what is
new is not true. These militant critics revel in presenting
the other side in fantastic costumes and airy caricature, by
the iteration of nicknames, and the cudgelling of dummy
opponents. This is not the place to unravel all the casuistic
mystifications, refute all the veiled calumnies, correct all the
deliberate distortions with a manifest persevering determi-
nation to prove a case at all cost. Minds though highly gifted
when thus prostituted rapidly reduce truth to a minus quan-
tity. They are congenitally incapable of comprehending the
spiritual meaning of the HIIAFEA—the very first Lecessary
condition of FFMFET; they cannot steadily keep before their
eyes the vast distinction between the s¥19g1t® and TIAITTH
senses of the word F19 and so on. They are morbidly prone
to misconceive language. Too much of what passes as criti-
cism of frIfaAnRT is the improvised chatter of & raw lad,
portentously ignocant of his subject. These critics pose
themselves as Adwaitawadins and of course as Mayawadins,
and yet shower vulgar abuses on Shri Shankaracharya for
recognising limits to _ugﬁamﬁ ! Readers should be thoro-
ughly on their guard against the common error of confoun-
ding together a wide aquaintance with many books on a
given subject, and a clear nsight into the subject itself. These
modern knights errant of pseudo philosophy when but
lightly touched by the Bhashyakara with his logical spear
of celestial temper must, perforce, return to their natural
incongruous shapes and hues. o
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