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THE CHILDREN OF THE
NEW FOREST

CHAPTER I
KING CHARLES ESCAPES FROM PRISON

King Charles the First of England, against
whom the Commons had rebelled, after a Civil War
of nearly five years, had been defeated, and was
confined as a prisoner at Hampton Court. The
Cavaliers had all been dispersed, and the Parlia-
mentary army under the command of Cromwell
were beginning to control the Commons.

In November of the same year (1647), the
king escaped from his confinement; and accom-
panied by Sir John Berkeley and a few other
adherents, rode as fast as the horses could carry
them, towards the New Forest. King Charles ex-
pected that his friends had provided a vessel in
which he might escape to France, but in this he
was disappointed. There was no vesscl ready, and
after riding for some time along the shore, he
resolved to go to Titchfield, a seat belonging to the
Earl of Southampton and take shelter there.
But, yielding te the well-considered advice of his
followers, he placed himself under the protection of
Cdlonel Hammond, Governor of the Isle of Wight
for the Parliament, supposed, however, to be friendly
to the king. But the governor was firm in his
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duties towards his employers, and the consequence
was that the king found himself again a priscner
in Carisbrook Castle.

Let us leave the king here for a ~while and get
back to the commencement of the Civil War.

South of the New Forest and abutting on it was
a property of considerable value, called Arnwood,
which belonged to a Cavalier of the name of
Beverley. This Beverley was a valued friend and
comparfion of Prince Rupert’s and commanded
several troops of cavalry. He was ever at his side
in the brilliant charges made by that gallant prince.
Colonel Beverley had married into the family of
the Villiers and had, by this marriage, two sons and
two daughters. At the beginning of the war, he
left hjs wife and family at Arnwood and he was
fated never to meet them again. He was slain ab
the Batjle of Naseby and news of his death hurried
his wife to an early grave. So the four children
remained at Arnwood under the care of an elderly
relative, at the time that our history commences.

It would be well for the clear understanding
of the story that we know a few facts regarding the
New Forest itself. It was first enclosed by William
the Conqueror as & royal forest for his own amuse-
ment. Since that time to the present day, it has
continued a royal domain. In the time of Charles
tke First, it had an establishment of verderers
and keepers, paid by the Crown, amounting to
some forty or fifty men. At the commencement of
the war, Bevetley who held a superior office in the
forest, enrolled all the strong young men employed
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under him and marched them away with him to join
the king’s army. Some few old men remained,
and among them was an old and devoted servant,
a man above sixty years of age, named Jacob
Armitage. Those who remained in the forest lived
in cottages many miles asunder and when their
salaries were not paid, they killed the deer which
rightly belonged to the king and sold the venison
for their own benefit.

The cottage of Jacob Armitage was sitnated on
the skirts of the New Forest, about two miles and a
half from the mansion of Arnwood; and when
Colonel Beverley went to join the king’s troops, he
requested the old man to watch over his family and
make himself serviceable to Mrs. Beverley. Jacob
promised the Colonel to do so, and kept his word.
The death of Colonel Beverley was a heavy blow to
the old forester and he watched over Mrs. Beverley
and the orphans with the greatest solicitude. And
when Mrs. Beverley also died, he redoubled his
attentions and was seldom away from the mansion.
The two sons of Colonel Beverley he instructed in
all the secrets of his own calling. Such was the
state of affairs in Arnwood at the time that King
Charles escaped from Hawmnton Court.

When Cromwell heard of the escape of
Charles I, he despatched troops of horses in every
direction towards the south, where, it was under-
stood, the king had gone. They scoured the forest
in parties of twelve to twenty; while others
hastened down to the seaports fron. which the king
was likely to embark for the Continent.
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On this very day, old Jacob went out into the
forest to procure some venison for the Beverley
family. He saw a fine buck quietly feeding at a
distance, neared him by stealth, and almost got
within shot, when on a sudden the arfimal bounded
away and disappeared in the thicket. At the same
time Jacob perceived a small body of horse gallap
through the glen in which the buck had been feed-
ing and sdspected that they were Parliamentary
troops. So he concealed himself among the bushes,
until, he thought, they should gallop out of sight.
But they rode within twenty yards of where he
was and dismounted. .

One of the men said: ‘They say that this
foregt is many miles in length and breadth and so
we may ride many a mile to no purpose; but
here Js .James Southwold who #was once a
verderer here. He must be able to tell us of secret
hiding-places here which may cover both man and
horse. He may perhaps point out *the very spot
where our man Charles may be hidden.’

‘T certainly know one dell, within a mile of
Arnwood,” replied James Southwold, ¢ which might
conceal double our troop from the eyes of the
most wary.’

¢ We will ride there then,” replied the leader.
¢ Arnwood ! is not that the property of the Malig-
nant, Cavalier Beverley, who was shot down at
Nageby ?°

‘Ewen so’, xeplied Southwold. ¢ Who knows
but that the man Charles may be hidden in the
Malignant's hduse itself ?’ observed another of

the men.
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‘In the day, I should say, No’, replied the
leader; ‘but in the night the Cavaliers would like
to bave a roof over their heads; 50, ab night and
not before, will we proceed thither.’

‘T have gparched many of the abodes of these
Cavaliers and have found search almost in vain.
What with their spring panels and secret doors,
their false celhnrrs and double walls, one may ferret
for ever and find nothing ’, observ ed anofher.

‘Yes’, replied the leader, ‘what you say is only
too true; but there is one way which is surg. Fire
and smoke must bring out Charles, if he hides in a
house. «To every Malignant’s house within twenty
mikes will I apply the torch; but it must be at
night. James Southwold, you know where
Arnwood is ?’ .

‘T know well my way to it, Master Ingram, and*®
could direct you to it’, replied Southwold. *

Then the party rode towards the dell and hoped
to hide themseMves there till night, and then to light
the country up with the flames of Arnwood surround
the house, and prevent escape. They went off at a
hard trot, Southwold leading the way.

Jacob remained among the bushes till the
troopers were out of sight and then hastened away
to his own cottage.

‘And so the king has escdped !’ thought Jacob,as
he went along. ‘He may be in the Forest. He
may be h1d1ng at Arnwood itself. I must haste and
see Miss Judith immediately.’ o

So he walked eight miles and reached his cottage.
He then saddled his forest pony, %nd set off for
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Arnwood. In less than two hours, he was in the
mansion. It was then about three o’clock in the
afternoon; and since it was November then, there
was hardly two hours of day-light remaining.

CHAPTER II
ARNWOOD IN FLAMES -

Miss [Judith Villiers, an elderly relative of Mrs.
Beverley, had charge of Arnwood. There were
three female servants; one was cook, another
attended upon Miss Villiers, and the third was
housemaid. The children were under no one’s
charge and were left much to themselves. The
two eldest were boys, and the youngest were girls.
Edward, the eldest, was about fourteen years old;
Humpbhrey, the second, was twelve ; Alice, eleven;
and Edith, eight. These are the Children of the
New Forest, whose history will be narrated in
these pages. For many months, after their mother’s
death, they were held under little or no control and
less attended to. Their companions were Benjamin,
the man who remained in the house, and old Jacob
whom we know well.

Jacob was ushered up into Miss Judith
Villiers’scapartment. ‘He first informed her that
his Majesty King Charles had escaped for Hampton
Court and that he was supposed to be in conceal-
ment som¥where in the New Forest.

Hb then entered into the detail of what he had
overheard that morning from the troopers and con-
cluded by telling her, that the mansion would be
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burni down that very night. He then pointed out
ﬁhe necessity of her immediately abandoning the
ouse. '

‘And where am I to go to, Jacob?’ said Miss
Judith calmly.

‘There’s my cottage; it is but a poor place, not
fit for one like you’, replied he.

‘I shall not be frightened out of my abode by
a party of rude soldiers. Happen what will, I shail
not stir from here’, said Miss Judith.

‘But, madam, the children cannot remain here.
I will not leave them here’, insisted Jacob.

‘Well then’, yielded Miss Judith, ‘be it so; take
them to your cottage, and ask Martha to attend
upon the Misses Beverley’.

Agatha coverheard the whole talk, and ran off
to the kitchen and told the frightful naws to the
other servants.

‘I’ll not siay to be burnt to death’, said the
cook, as Jacob came in. ‘But Miss Judith resolves
to remain where she is’, said Jacob.

‘Then she will remain alone’, exclaimed the
housemaid. ‘Put a pillion behind your saddle,
Benjamin, and I'll go to Lymington with you.’

Jacob then went in search of the ckildren and
found them. He called the two boys to him and
said: ‘Now, Mr. Edward, you must prove yourself
your father’s own son. We must leave the house
immediately and go to my cottage this night. There
'is no time to be lost. Let us pack up all your
clothes at once’.
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‘But why all this, Jacob? I must know why’,
asked Edward.

‘Because the Parliamentary troopers will burn
it down. We cannot defend the place against a
whole troop of horse. The wretcheg will either
burn your sisters to death or shoot them. No, no,
we must leave the house at once’, said Jacob.

The pony was soon loaded with bundles of
clothes and other most useful things. The girls were
told that they were going to pass the night in the
cottage and they were delighted at the idea.

“Where does Aunt Judith go?” inquired Edward.

‘She will not leave the house, Master Edward’,
Jacob replid.

‘And so an old woman remains to face the
enemy, while I run away. I will not go’, said
Edward. -

‘Well, Master Edward’, replied Jacob, ‘do as
you please ; but your sisters and Humphrey must
come with me and I want your help for it. The
cottage is not far; you can return in a very short
time.’

To this Edward consented.

‘Now, Master Edward’, said Jacob, ‘please lead
your sisterst to the cottage. Here is the key of the
door. Master Humphrey can lead the pony. Let
me tell you one thing which I will not mention
before your brothers and sisters. The troopers are
all about,seeking for King Charles who has escaped.
Lock the cottage door as soon as it is dark. My
gun is loaded, and hangs above the mantlepiece. If
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they attempt to force an entrance, do your best.
Above all, promise me not to leave them till I return.
1 will remain here to see what I can do with your
aunt; and when I come back, we can then decide
how to act.’

Kdward promised to act exactly as Jacob had
entreated him to do; and the little party quitted the
mansion. Just then Benjamin trotted away with
Martha behind him on a pillion and were soon out
of sight,.

J acob went up to the old lady and begged her
to leave the house telling her that every one else
had left and that she would be left alone. But
Miss Judith was resolute and would not quit the
house. Finding all remonstrance useless, the
forester went out and helped carry the pa.ckacres of
Agatha and the other maid to Gossip Allwood who
kept a small ale-house about a mile distant.

In due time, Jacob and the maids arrived at
the inn. Shortly after, the very troopers arrived,
whom Jacob had met in the forest, dismounted, and
called for ale. And they remained some time in
the house, talking and laughing with the women.
Southwold was there also and he recognised Jacob
and put many questions to him as to who resided
at Arnwood. Jacob replizd that the children were
there and a few servants also.

‘Well, Southwold, I have heard whom you
are in search of’, said Jacob. ‘I'll give you a hint.
I may be wrong; but if you should fall in with an
old lady or something like one at Arnwood, mount
her on your crupper and away with her to Liyming-
ton as fast as you can ride. You understand me?”
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Southwold nodded significantly, and squeezed
Jacob’s hand.

Shortly afterwards, the order was given to
mount, and the troopers set off, Armitage following
slowly and unobserved. They arrived at Arnwood
and surrounded it.

Soon was perceived the glare of terches, and in
a quarter of an hour more, thick smoke rose up in
the dark but clear sky. The flames burst forth
from the windows of the mansion and lighted up
the counjry to some distance.

‘Tt is done’, thought Jacob with deep sorrow; and
he hastened towards his own cottage. Then he
heard behind him the galloping of a horse and
violent screams; a minute later, Southwold passed
him with the old lady tied behind him, kicking and
struggling, Jacob smiled at having saved, by his
little stratagem, the old woman’s life, for South-
wold had been made to imagine that she was King
Charles dressed up as an old wontan. He then
returned as fast as he could to the cottage.

In half an hour Jacob had passed through the
thick woods which were between the mansion and
his own cottage and knocked at the door. Smoker,
a large dog, growled till, Sacob spoke to him, and
then Edward opened the door.

‘My sisters are in bed and fast asleep, Jacob’,
said Edward, ‘and Humphrey is about to do so.’

. k“Cozpe out, Master Edward’, cried Jacob, ‘and
oo " .

Edward bekeld the flames and looked very sad.
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I told you the villains would do so’, said
Jacob.

‘And my aunt?’ exclaimed Edward, clasping
his hands.

‘Is safe, and by this time at Lymington’.
‘We will go to her to-morrow’.

‘I fear, not’, said Jacob. ‘We must let it be
supposed that you are all burnt in the nouse.’

‘But my aunt knows the contrary, Jacob”
‘Very true’ replied Jacob. ‘Well, I'll go to Ly-
mington to-morrow and see the old lady; but you
nuust remain here, and take charge of your sisters
till I come back.’

Edward followed Jacob into the cottage. His
little heart was full. He was a proud and a goud
boy; but the destruction of his house made him
hate the Covenanters and resolve to take vengeance
on them. '

He lay down on the bed but could not sleep for
a time. At last he fell fast asleep, but his dreams
were wild.

CHAPTER II1
TROOPERS VISIT JACOB'S COTTAGE

The next morning, Jacob gave the children
their breakfast and set off towards Arnwood. He
met Benjamin there and inquired news from
 Lymington, particularly about Miss Judith. Ben-
jamin replied that Lymington was full of rude and
uncivil troopers. He added that Gouthwold thought



12 THE OHILDREN OF

the o0ld lady was King Charles himself so dressed
up; that he seized her at Arnwood, strapped her
fast behind him and gallopped away with her to
Lymington; and that she struggled and kicked so
hard that both fell down and broke their necks. *

Jacob told Benjamin that, since the children
were gone, and he had no one to watch over, he had
resolved to leave his cottage for good.” Jacob really
made no such resolve; he only wished to impose
upon Benjamin and so he shook hands with him,
and hastened away.

Feelthg himself bound by his promise to Colo-
nel Beverley to protect his children, Jacob resolved
that they should live with him in the forest, and k3
brought up as his own grand-children. His cottage
was 80 out of the usual paths, and so embosomed in
lofty trees, that there was little chance »f its being
seen. He therefore determined that the children
should remain with him till better times and that
he should intimate their existence to the other
branches of the family only then and not before.

So Jacob arrived at the cottage. ¢ Well, Master
Edward,’ said Jacob, ‘I have come back as quick as
I can. 'We must not remain outside to-day, for the
troopers are scouring the forest, and may see you.’
So they all entered the cottage. It had one large
room in fromt, and two back rooms for bedrooms.
“There was also a third bedroom behind the other
two, but there was no furniture in it.

Edwa)rdtalone stayed outside and agreed to be
on guard till the troopers left the forest. In a short
time, the troopers were found riding towards the

cottage. Jacob was informed of it and he quickly
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thought over the situation and said to the children:
‘My dear children, these men may come and search
the cottage. Be very quiet. Humphrey, you and
your sisters must go to bed, and appear to be very
ill. Edward, take off your coat and put on this old
hunting frock of mine. Remain in the bedroom,
attending your sick brother and sisters.’

So the children were put in bed and covered
up to the chins with the clothes. Edward stood
with a mug of water in his hand by the bedside of
the two girls. And Jacob had hardly gone to the
outer room, when he heard the noise of the troopers
and soon afterwards a knock at the cottage door.

‘Come in’, said Jacob.

“Who are you, my friend ?’ said the leader of
the troop, entering the door.

‘A poor forester, sir’, replied Jacob; ‘I am in
great trouble, sir, for my children are all in bed
with the small-pox.

‘Nevertheless, we must search your cottage.’

“You are welcome’, replied Jacob; ‘only don’t
frighten the children if you can help it.’

So the man commenced the search thoroughly,
found nothing, and came back to the front room. The
party ate away heartily all the dinner that had been
prepared for the children, mounted their horses,
and rode away. Jacob was quite pleased that he
had got off so cheap. The children got vp again
and found their dinners gone. They had to work
again to get their dinner ready. Edward went for
the water; Humphrey cut the onions; Alice washed
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the potatoes; Edith helped everybody ; while Jacob
cut up some more meat.

Dinner was soon cooked; and they ate and
went to bed and slept soundly.

The next morning Jacob was most anxious to
learn further news about the troopers. He gave his
injunctions to Edward how to behave in case any
troopers came to the cottage, told him to act exactly
as was done the previous day, and left for Gossip
Allwood;s. He there learnt that the king had been
again taken prisoner and was at the Isle of Wight;
and that the troopers had accordingly left for
London.

Feeling that there was no more danger to be
apprehended, Jacob set off for Lymington, bought
in one shop, two peasant dresses whicl: would fit the
two boys ; and, at another, similar apparel for the
two girls, and returned home.

Jacob now quite calmly told the’little ones that,
now that they were to live in a cottage, they ought
to wear cottage clothes. So the children put on the
new dresses handed to them by Jacob and came out
quite pleased.

‘Now, remember, you are all my grand-
children’, said Jacob; ‘and I shall no longer call
you Miss and Master—that we never do in a
cottage.’

¢ Edward nodded his head.

The children then got out of the cottage and
began to play, delighted with clothes which procu-
re§ them their liberty.
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One of the two bedrooms Jacob used for him-
self, and the other was given to the two boys. The
inner bedroom was arranged for the two girls, as
being more retired and secure.

Adjoining the cottage was a piece of ground of
more than an acre. The largest portion was culti-
vated as a garden and potato ground; in the re-
maining ground there stood some fine old apple
and pear trees. A pony, a few fowls, a sow and
two young pigs, and the dog Smoker, were the ani-
mals on the establishment.

Here Jacob Armitage had been born. The
chaplain of Arnwood had taught him to read—
writing he had not acquired. When he grew up,
he served in the troop commanded by Colonel
Beverley’s tather; and after his death, Colonel
Beverley had procured him the situation of forest
ranger.

CHAPTER IV
COLONEL BEVERLEY'S CHILDREN

~ The old forester lay awake the whole of the
night reflecting on his responsibility towards the
children. They would bu totally shut out from the
world and left to their own resources.

Edward was not quite fourteen years old, but
he was active, brave, and thoughtful {or his years.
Humphrey also promised well ; but still they were
all children. Jacob said to himself :

‘I must bring them up to be useful; there is
not a moment to be lost. I will do my best, and trust
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to God.. They must commence tomorrow the life
of forester’s children.’

The next day, Jacob began to carry out this
resolution. As soon as the children were dressed,
Jacob got them together in the sitting-room, opened
his Bible, and said :

‘My dear children, you must remain in this
cottage so that the wicked troopers may not find.
you out. They killed your father, they burnt your
house, and intended to burn you in your beds. Live
here as‘my children and call yourselves by the
the name of Armitage. You must dress like child-
ren of the forest and do every thing for yourselves,
for you can have no servants to wait upon you.
Now, Edward is the oldest, and he must go out
with me in the forest and I must teach him to kill
deer ard cther game for our support. And when
ko knows how, then Humphrey shall learn how to
shoot.

‘In the meantime, Humphrey must look after
the pony and the pigs and learn to dig in the
garden with Edward and me, when we do not go
out to hunt.

¢ Alice dear must light the fire and clean the
house in the morning. Humphrey will fetch water
from the spring and do all the hard work. Alice
and Humphrey must learn to get dinner ready.
Little Editk  will take care of the fowls and feed
them every morning and look for the eggs.’

¢ And now, my dear children, as there is no
chaplain here, we must read the Bible every morn-
ing. Edward can read, I know; can you,
Humphrey ?’
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¢ Yes, all except the big words.’

“Well ’, said Jacob, ¢ You will learn them by
and by. Edward and I will teach Alice and
Edith to read in the evenings, when we have
nothing to do. Now, tell me, do you all like what I
have told you?’

¢ Yes’, they all replied. And then Jacob Armi-
tage read a chapter in the Bible, after which they
all knelt down and said the Lord’s prayer. All this
was done every morning and evening. '

Shortly after, Jacob and Edward, with the dog
Smoker, went out to hunt. Edward had no gun, as
he only went out to be taught how to approach the
game. Jacob lost no opportunity to teach him the
craft. Within a short time, they noticed a stag and
three deer gre zing. The deer gazed quietly, but
the stag ever and anon was raising up his head and
snufling the air as he looked round, evidently acting
as a sentinel for the females. :

Moving little by little, Jacob and Edward
advanced to within eighty yards of the stag. Then
Jacob fired and killed the animal, while the does
fled away with the rapidity of the wind. The noble
animal was a hart royal. He had nine antlers and
was a fine beast.

Jacob then sent Edward back home to saddle
white Billy and bring him along to carry the veni-
son which, according to his estimate, was more
than . twenty stone in weight. Edward  did not
know his way to the cottage, but Smoker led him
home by the shortest path. In an hour and a half,
Edward, attended by Smoker returned with the

2
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pony, on whose back the chief portion of the veni-
son wa8 packed.

When at last they arrived at the cottage, the
venison was hung up, and the pony put in the stable.
And then they sat down to dinner with an excellent
appetite after their long morning’s walk and excite-
ment. Alice and Humphrey had cooked the
dinner themselves; and Jacob declared he never
ate a better meal in his life. Alice was not a little
proud of this.

Jacob went off to Lymington the next day, sold
the venison, and bought a good gun for Edward,
some carpenter’s tools for Humphrey, ana some
threads and needles for Alice. 'While handing over
the gun to Edward, Jacob said: ¢This is a good
one, for I know where it came from, It belonged
%o one of the rangers who was reckoned the best
shot in the forest and was killed at Naseby, with
your father. And the widow sold the gun to meet
her wants.’ ¢

Edward took the gun and thanked Jacob
very much.

The next morning, he proved that he had a
very good eye ; and after two or three hours’ prac-
tice, hit the mark at a hundred yards almost every
time.

The winter now set in with great severity and
they remained almost altogether within doors.

Cer wish, Jacob’, said Humphrey one day,
¢that I could build a cart. It would be very use-
ful and would provide work for white Billy; but
I can’t make the wheels, and there is no harness.’ -
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¢ That’s not a bad idea,” replied Jacob. ‘¢ We
will think about it. If you can’t build a cart, per-
haps I can buy one. I’ll see what I can do, when
the weather breaks up.’

But if they remained indoors during the incle-
ment weather, they were not idle. Alice learnt how
to wash and how to cook. Humphrey had his car-
penter’s tools and made several little useful articles.
Little Edith made and baked all the oatreal cakes.
In the evening, Alice sat down with her needle and
thread to mend the clothes. Edith and Humphrey
learned to read while Alice worked, and then Alice
learnt. Thus passed the winter away rapidly.

CHAPTER V
BEVERLEY'S CHILDREN LEARN FOREST LIFE

The frost aad broken up, the snow had long
disappeared, and the trees began to bud.

One day, Jacob Armitage and Edward set out
to hunt. A fine stag came out from a covert at a
trot; he turned his head and was just bounding
away, when Edward fired, and the animal fell. He
could not get a fair shot at another stag that had
sprung out but hit him in the flank. Jacob praised
Edward’s skill and said he was master of the hunt
that day. .

White Billy was then brought and the venison
was packed on his back and taken home. Two trips
had to be made to carry all the venison to the cottage
and then both Edward and Jacob felt verv tired.
But Jacob spoke so well of Edwara’s success in the
presence of his brother and sisters, that he was
quite overjoyed.
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The next morning, Jacob set off for Lyming-
ton, sold his venison for a good price, and brought a
small cart just fitted to the size of his pony. He
next procured harness and then put Billy in the
cart to draw him home. Notwithstanding that Billy
was at first unwilling to be put in a cart and was
restive, he at last went quietly in harness and
Jacob arrived safe at the cottage.

It was now a busy time. The manure was got
out of the stable and the pig-sties, and spread over
the potato ground and garden. The cabbage plants.
of the previous year were put out and turnips and
carrots were sown. Before the month was over,
the garden and potato field were cropped, and
Humphrey weaded it and kept it clean.

Humphrey was long anxious to g2t a cow. One
‘day he watched the cattle in the' forest for a
number of hours from the branch of a tall tree,
under which they passed several times. He then
observed that one of the heifers leit the herd and
went into a little copse of wood and did not come
out again. It was dark and nothing could be done
then. The next morning Humphrey took Jacob
and Edward with him and went before daylight and
found the herd; but the heifer was not there.
She could be easily récognised, being black and
white spotted. So he was sure she was in the

copse.

They advanced cautiously into the thicket and
at last came upon the heifer licking her newly-born
calf. When the animal saw them, she shook her
head and was about to run at them ; but Jacob told
Smoker to seize her and the dog flew at her
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immediately. The attack of the dog drove back
the heifer quite into the thicket and separatéd her
from the calf.

‘Now then, Edward and Humphrey,’ said
Jacob, ¢lift up the calf between you and put it in
the cart and tie it fast. Leave Smoker and me to
manage the mether.’ '

When the heifer saw that the calf was gone,
she gave aloud bellow and rushed cut of the
thicket in pursuit of the calf. All three, Jacob,
‘Edward and Humphrey got into the cart ard were
driving off. The heifer followed, lowing most
anxiously. Her lowing was answered by the calf
in the cart. She ran wildly up to it.

The cart drove on fast, followed by the heifer,
and they very soon gained the cottage. The gate
was cleverly opened and the cart drove in, and the
gate closed again, before the heifer could follow.

The calf was then lifted out and put into the
cow-house. Humphrey gave the word and the
gate was opened. The cow ran in at once, and
hearing her calf bleat, went into the cow-house,
the door of which was shut upon her. She was
then dexterously secured by a rope and held fast.
She had a yard of rope, and that was enough for
her to lick her calf, which was all she required for

the present.
CHAPTER VI

BEVERLEY'S CHILDREN GET THOROUGHLY USED TO
FOREST LIFE .
The next morning, Humphrey went in to the
<cow, gave her some grass and coaxed her for a long
while, till at last she allowed him to touch her
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gently Everyday for a fortnight he brought her
ood, and she became quieter every day, till at last,
both the cow and the heifer became quite quiet.

When the calf was a month old, Humphrey
made the first attempt to milk the cow. This was
resisted at first, but in the course of a few days she
gave down her milk.

The next effort was to turn the animal out of
the yard fo graze in the forest. She went away to
some distance, and in the evening came back again.
to her‘calf. So she was turned out every day and
there was no further trouble with her.

Alice wanted a kitten and Humphrey wanted
a dog for himself, to bring up after his own fashion.
Edward wished to have a puppy for himself also.

Jacob thought that the right 'sort of puppies
could not be got at Lymington and proposed to
cross the forest and obtain then at a place where
he had some friends and whom he had not seen for
a long time.

So Jacob set off the next morning, was away
two days, and then returned. He had chosen two
puppies, of the same breed as Smoker, but they
were too young to be taken from the mother yeb
awhile. He accordingly arranged to call again
when they were three or four months old “and
could follow him across the forest. A day or two
later, Jacob put into the cart about forty of the
chickens which Alice had reared, and drove to
Lymirgton, where he sold the chickens and bought
a new suit for Alice and Edith, and a new suit for
Edward and Humphrey also. He purchased a gun
for Humphrey which had a larger bore and carried
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a heavier bullet then either Jacob’s or Edward’s,
and s white kitten for Alice and Edith.

Time passed. The month of November came
on, and one evening Jacob told Alice that she must
do all she corld to give them a good dinner the
next day. Every one was anxious to know what
the feast was going to be for. And Jacoh said—

¢ My dear children, exactly on this day twelve-
month T brought you all to the cottage. The year
has passed very quickly and very happily. Here
you are in peace and safety ; and may it please God
that you may continue so! You have health and
spirits, the greatest blessings in life. When I
brought you here, you were fair and delicate ;
whereas you are now strong and healthy, rosy and
brown. I have taught you in my humble way,
during all tl ese months, how to earn your own
livelihood. - Continue to lead this honest life even
after I am called away. I have no doubt, dear
children, as the years pass by, that the world will
know who you are and award you your deserts !’

Jacob finished his little speech and a tear was
seen rolling down his furrowed cheek.

The second winter now came on. Jacob and
Edward went out hunting usually about twice a
week.

Humphrey accompanicd Edward once a week
and they always brought back a goodly quantity
of venison, for Edward knew his business well and
no longer needed the advice of Jacob. As the win-
ter advanced, Jacob gave up going altogether,
owing to stiffness and rheumatismw. True, he went
to Lymington to sell the venison and procure what
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was necessary for the household, such as oatmeal
and flour; but the old man’s constitution was
breaking fast.

Humphrey made new experiments and made
traps and was able to catch rabbits and hares every
day. And a little later, he dug a pitfall, about
six feet wide, eight feet long, and nine feet deep
and entrapped a young bull into it. ‘This was how
Humphrey brought the bull in. Having dug
out the pit, he covered it with brambles and then
put snow at the top. Then he took a bundle of
hay, put some on the snow about the pit, and then
strewed some more about in small handfuls.

The bull, passing through the thicket, found it
and began to pick it up; and down it went into
the pit.

The bull was very heavy and it could not be
got oul alive. So, Edward shot him dead. With
the help of ropes, the animal was got out and lifted
into the pony cart and taken home.

It took Humphrey more than a month to dig
the pit and carry the earth out, and get it ready.
And the patience and perseverance he showed in
carrying out his design without any help from
others was remarkable.

Encovraged by his success, Humphrey went to
work with great zeal, ceptured in the same way a
bull and cow-calf, both about a year or fifteen
months old:and tamed them, as the heifer and calf
had - been tamed before,

It was now January, just the time when Jacob
was to have crossed the forest and called for the
puppies. But Jacob was confined to the cottage
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owing to his rheumatism and could not stir out.
Edward pressed the old man to let him go instead,
but he was very unwilling. Jacob, however, got
worse and at last consented. He indicated the
way Edward was to take and gave a description of
the keeper’s lodge; warned him to call himself
Armitage, and describe himself as his, grandson.
dward heard Jacob’s directions with great care
and the next morning he set off, mounted on white
Billy, carrying in his pocket a little money, in case
there was any need for it.

CHAPTER VII
EDWARD AND THE INTENDANT

Edward put the pony to a trot, and in two
hours was on the other side of the New Forest. And
before it was noon, he found himself at the gate cf
the keeper’s house. He rapped at the door, and a
girl of about fourteen, very mneatly dressed,
answered the summons. '

‘Is Oswald Partridge at home, maiden?’ said
Edward.

‘No, he is not. He is in the forest.’

“When will he come back?’

‘He usually returns towards the evening’, re-
plied the girl. .

‘T have come some distance to find him’, said
Edward. ‘I should be sorry to return without
seeing him. Has he a wife or any one that I cvuld
speak to ?’ , ‘

‘He has no wife; but I am willing to deliver &
message’.
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‘T am come to take some dogs which he promis~
ed to my relation, Jacob Armitage’, said Edward.
‘but the old man is too unwell to come himself, and
has sent me.’

‘There are dogs, young and old, large and
small, in the kennel. 1 know no more’, replied the
girl. ¢
‘T must then wait till his return’, said Edward-
‘T will §peak to my father’, replied the young
girl, ‘if you will wait one moment.’

Thé girl presently returned and said: ¢ My
father begs that you will walk in. He wishes to
speak with you.’

Edward bowed and followed the girl to her
father. He was dressed like the Roundheads of the:
day and was sitting at a table covered. with papers.

‘Here is the youth, father’, said the girl and
left them.

“Whut is your business, young man?’ said the
gentleman.

‘T come, sir,” replied Edward, ‘on private busi-
ness with the keeper. He promised to give two
young hounds to my grand-father, Jacob Armitage,
and I have come to take them, sir.’

‘Armitage !’ said the Roundhead, referring to
a list on the table; ‘yes, he is one of the verderers.
‘Why has he not yet called on me?’

‘Why should he call upon you, sir?’ replied
Edward.

‘Simply, young man, because the Parliament
has committed the New Forest to my charge, and
notice has been sent to all who were employed to
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come and see me. I am to permit them to remain
or discharge them, as I deem advisable.” °

‘Jacob Armitage has heard nothing of this, sir’,
replied Edward. He was a keeper appointed under
the king; for two or three years his allowances have
not been paid. He lives in his own cottage, left to
him by his father.’

‘Do you live, young man, Wlth Jacob
Armitage ?’ :

“Yes, sir. I have done so for more than a year.!

‘How does your relation maintain hiraself, if he
has received no pay?’

‘We have land of our own, which we cultivate ;
we have our pony and our cart, our pigs and our
cows,” answered Edward.

‘And tuey have been suflicient ?’
‘Had the patriarchs more ?’ replied Edward.

“You are pithy at reply, young man. Now let
me put you another question: why do you want
two young hounds ?’ asked the gentleman.

‘We have as good a dog already as there is in
the forest,” replied Edward ; ‘but we wish to have
others, in case we should lose him.’

‘As good a dog: good for what?’ questioned the
senior.

‘For hunting’.

‘Then you admit that you do hunt?’

‘I admit nothing for Jacob Armitage, he may
answer for himself. But let me state that if he has
killed venison, he cannot be blamed’, said Edward.

‘Why ?’
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‘Nothing is more easy. Jacob Armitage was not
dismissed and no one has paid him his salary. How
else is he to subsist, if he cannot kill some venison
for his own benefit ?

¢ Jacob Armitage has then killed the deer in
the Forest?’

‘T admit nothing for him.’

“You admit you have killed it yourself ?’

‘I shall not answer the question, sir,’ said
Edward. ‘In the first place I am not here to crimi-
nate myself; secondly, I must know what right you
have to enquire ?

¢ Young man’, replied the other in a severe
tone, ‘ know then that I have been appointed the
Agent of Parliament, to superintend the Forest,
with power to appoint and dismiss. I presume you
must tahe my word for it, as you cannot read and
write ’.

Edward stepped up to the takie and very
quietly took up the paper and read it. So, sir,
your Commission is but eighteen days old. Jacob
Armitage has been laid up with the rheumatism
for three months. He has certainly not killed any
venison during this time. If he killed any before,
he is answerable for it, nos to the present owners,
but to his then master, King Charles.’

‘1 easily perceive the school in which you
have been brought up, young man.’

¢ Sir, it is a base dog that bites the hand thab
has fed him’, answered Edward with warmth.
* Jacob Armitage and his father before him, were
retainers in the family of Colonel Beverley, indebted
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to him for their situation and for everything else.
So they revere his name and uphold the cause for
which he fell, as I do .

“Young man, if you do not speak advisedly, at
all events yca speak gratefully. Neither have I a
word of disrespect to offer to the memory of Colonel
Beverley. He was a gallant man and ‘true to the
cause which he espoused, though an unholy one.
My duty to those whom I serve forbids my employ-
ing persons who are adverse to the present Govern-
ment,’ said the Superintendent of the Forest.

¢Sir’, replied Edward, ¢your language with
respecs to Colonel Beverley makes me feel respect
for you. Permit me, however, to say that Jacob
Armitage will have no inclination to serve under
you ; in the rext place, he is too old and infirm to
hold the situation. Then again, he has no occa-
sion for it, as his cottage and land are his own,
and you cannot remove him ’.

¢ May I iuquire what relation you are to Jacob
Armitage ?”’

¢ His grandson.’

‘You live with him ?’

‘I do”

¢ Were you brought up at the cottage, young
man ?’

¢ No, sir, I was brought up at Arnwood.’

¢ Where were you when Arnwood was burnt
down ?”’ .

‘I was at the cottage ’, replied Edward, grind-
ing his teeth and looking wildly.

* My young man, that was a dreadful and dis-
graceful deed. It was a stain that can never be
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effaced, a most diabolical deed! I can forgive any
expression of feeling on your part, when that
shameful deed is brought to your memory.’

Edward remained silent.

¢ When I came here, sir, it was to seek Oswald
Partridge, nd obtain the two hounds he had pro-
mised us; but I presume that you will not permit
dogs for the chase to be given away to those who
are not employed by persons now in power’, said
Edward.

‘ But’, observed the other, I shall not inter-
fere, as the promise was made previous to the date
of my commission. But I must point out to you that
if you kill any deer in the Forest and are caught, you
will be punished, and that by me, in pursuance of the
authority vested in me. You may now go into the
kitcher and find refreshment for the outward man,
and if you wish to remain till Oswald Partridge
comes home, you are welcome.’

Edward felt indignant at being dismissed to
the kitchen and left the room. ‘I will bide my
time,” he said to himself and was seated at a
porch near the door leading to the back premises.

The daughter of the Intendant of the forest
sought Edward and said: ¢ Young sir, if you will
some with me, I’ll find you some refreshment.’
Thanks, madam, you are kind to an avowed
yoacher ’, replied Edward.

"¢ But you will not poach, I am sure, and if you
do, I'll beg you off, if I can’, replied the girl laughing.

Edward followed her into the kitchen and got
something nice to eat and had also a jug of ale.
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¢ Your father’s name is Heatherstone, I believe,
It was so on the warrant ’, said Edward.

And when questioned by him, she answered
that her own baptismal name was Patience and
left him.

‘That’s a nice girl,” thought Edward; ¢and
she calls me “sir ”’; evidently I do not look like
Jacob’s grandson ; I must be careful.’

The girl came in again and said :

¢ Oswald is now coming home.’

‘I thank you, maiden’, replied Edward. ¢ May
I ask where the king isnow ?’

‘I have heard that he resides at Hurst Castle,’
replied the girl ; ‘ but,” added she in a low tone,
‘ all attempts to see him would be useless and only
hurt him and also those who made the attempt.’

Having said this, she left the room.

CHAPTER VIII
OSWALD MEETS JACOB

Presently Edward went out of the back door
and found Oswald Partridge. He told him what
he had come for and said who he was. Oswald
then said to him:

¢1 did not know that Jacob had a grandson;
indeed, I never knew that he had a son. Have you
‘been living with him long ?”’

¢ More than a year,” replied Edward; ‘I was
brought up before that at Arnwood.’ _

‘Then you are of the King’s side?’ asked
Oswald.

‘To death,” replied Edward, “when the time
comes.’
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‘And T am also; or, I would never give a hound
to any one that was not.’

Edward then related the whole of the conver-
sation that passed between himself and the new
Intendant.

“You kave been bold’, said Oswald.—‘but per-
haps it is all the better. The new rangers that are
coming in will prevent men stalking deer. So you
must be on the alert, for the punishment is severe. ”

‘T féar them not’, replied Edward; ‘but we find
little sale now for the venison.’

‘Oh, never fear that. I’ll name persons who
will take all your venison off and pay you ready
money. If you come here,” said Oswald, ‘do not
carry your gun and see that you are not watched
home.  Here are the dogs for Jacob. How old are
you? Jacob can’t be more than sixty.’

‘T am fifteen’, said Edward.

“You are well grown for that age. Nothing like
a forest life to turn a boy into a man! Can you stalk:
a deer?’

‘I seldom go out without bringing one down,”
said Edward with pride.

‘You are young to have learnt it so soon,”
observed Oswald. ‘We must go out together. I
must know where Jacob’s cottage is; because I may
waut to come to you, also that I may put others on
a false scent. Do you know the clump of large
¢ oaks,” which they call the Clump Royal ?’

“Yes, I do.’
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‘Please meet me there the day after to-morrow,
at early dawn. Take the dogs in the leashes, and go
away now.’

Edward rode away across the forest, with the
dogs trotting at the pony’s heels. And when he
reached the cottage, Humphrey alone was awake
and he told him all that passed. Humphrey said
little in reply.

The next morning, Edward went to Jacob and
gave him the detail of what had happened at the
keeper’s lodge.

‘You have been more bold than prudent,
Edward’, replied Jacob; ‘you are too proud and
manly to tell a lie, and I am glad that it is so. Take
my advice. Hunt only the wild cattle. They are
not game and do not come under forest laws. But
stick to the farm as much as you can. The truth
is, Edward, you do not like the life of a low-born
forester. As for Oswald, you may trust himm. He
will prove your friend for my sake. Leaveme now.
T’ll talk to you again in the evening. Send Alice
to me, my dear boy, I wish to speak to her.

In the evening Edward told Jacob of his engage-
ment to meet Oswald Partridge, the next morning.

‘Go, my boy’, said Jacob; ‘make a friend of
him. If necessary, tell him who you arc. I wish
to tell him that myself, as it would help you one
day as evidence. Bring him to-morrow night,
Edward ; tell himI am dying and that I wish to speak
to him before 1 go.’

Early the next morning, Edward set off to the
Clump Royal, which was seven milcs from the cot-
tage, and stood there, at the hour and time fixed

3
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upon, with his gun in his hand, Smoker lying beside
him, léaning against one of those monarchs of the
forest. Oswald Partridge did not make Edward
wait.

They met and welcomed each otner.

‘T hayve been hard questioned about you since
we parted, my fine lad’, said Oswala. ‘Roundhéad
Heatherstpne believes you are the Duke of York;
more about this, by and bye. Now I must see your
woodcraft. You shall be the leader of the chase.’

Then they both entered the thicket and each
in his turn shot a stag; the one killed by Edward
being a hart royal with twenty-five antlers. Asit
would be dark in half an hour, they hung all the

uarters of the stags on trees. Edward proposed
that Oswald should take the cart and pony to carry
the meat home the next morning, and that he him-
self would accompany him to bring the cart back.

‘That will do capitally’, said Oswald.

Oswald and Edward arrived at the cottage.
Their dinner was ready for them and they soon
finished it. Oswald praised the cooking in very
flattering terms. After dinner, Oswald went into
Jacob’s room and remained more than an hour with
him. Jacob then confided to Oswald that the four
children were the sons and daughters of Colonel
Beverley, supposed to have been burnt in the
flames of Arnwood. When Oswald came out, he
saluted, Edward and Humphrey respectfully and,
among other things, said. ‘I little thought that I
should ever have had my dinner cooked by a
daughter of Colonel Beverley.’
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Oswald then expressed his opinion that Jacob
was sinking fast and that he would not live more
than three or four days. He had a bed made
up for him on the floor of the room where Edward
and Humphrey slept, and the next morning he and
Edward set off at an early hour with the pony-cart
loaded with venison and took it across the forest to
the keeper’s lodge. It was so late when they arri-
ved there that Edward consented to pass the night
there and return home the following morning.

Oswald left Edward in the kitchen with Pheebe,
the maid-servant, and went to speak with the
Intendant. He told the Intendant that he had
brought home some fine venison and wished to have
his orders about it. ‘The haunches must be sent up
to General Cromwell to-morrow,’ said the Inten-
dant.

Oswald was lavish in his praises of Edward’s
skill and knowledge of woodcraft, which ke decla-
red to be superior to his own. Mr. Heatherstone
then observed that it would be well to take Edward
as a ranger. ‘Though he is opposed to us’, he
added ; ‘yet, if he once took our service, he would
be faithful, I am sure. You can propose it to him,
Oswald.’

Oswald left the room, and came back to
Edward and told him smiling that the Intendant
proposed that he should take service as one of th
rangers. :

‘I’ve no fancy’, replied Edward, ‘to find venison
for General Cromwell and his Roundheads and so
you may tell the Intendant, with many thanks for
his good will towards me, nevertheless.’
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‘T thought as much, but the man meant kindly,
said Oswald.

Presently supper was finished, and Oswald anc
Edward parted, as the former had given up his
house to the Intendant and his daughter, and slept
in a cottage about a quarter of a mile off. Pheebe,
who was rather old and cross, told Edward to find his
bed on the straw over the stables. Edward accor-
dingly went up the ladder into the loft; but found
the wind blowing piercingly cold there. So he got
down the ladder and was walking to and fro in the
yard.

Suddenly he saw a broad light in the bedroom
above the kitchen. It increased every moment and
he saw the figure of a female rush past it and
attempt to open the window. It soon became clear
that the room was on fire. A moment’s thought,
and Edward ran for the ladder by which he had
mounted to the loft and placed it against the win-
dow. He ascended quickly and burst open the
casement. The smoke suffocated him but still he
went in, and stumbled against a senseless form.
The fire now burst out and he was scorched before
he could get on the ladder again with the body in
his arms, but he succeéded in getting the body down
safe. The clothes were on fire and he held them
till they were put out. Then, for the first time, he
discovered that it was the daughter of the Intendant
wnom he had brought down.

Edward carried her into the stable and, leaving
her there still 1nsensible upon the straw, hastened to
alarm the house.
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Edward’s continual calls of ‘Fire! Fire!” had
aroused the people of the house, and of the neigh-
bouring cottages. Mr. Heatherstone came out half
dressed and with horror on his countenance. Phaeebe
ran screamirg and there was soon a crowd of
people.

‘Save her ! my daughter is in the room !’ cried
Mr. Heatherstone.

‘Oh! save her!” cried the poor man in agony.
‘My daughter ! my child !—burnt—burnt to death !’

At that moment, a voice in the crowd called
out: ‘There were four chidren burnt at Arnwood !’

Mr. Heatherstone fell down into a swoon
and was carried in that state to a neighbouring
cottage.

Meanwhile Edward was busy putting out th»
fire. The furniture of the bedroom was all burnt,
but the fire had gone no farther.

Edward tken descended the ladder, took Oswald
to the stable, and showed Patience. Oswald cried :
“This is dreadful—so young, and so sweet !’

‘She is safe and well,” replied Edward. ‘I
‘brought her down the ladder and placed her here,
before I extinguished the fire. She has not recover-
ed yet from her swoon. DBring some water. She
breathes! Thank God! Oswald, she is recovering.
Now, let us cover her up in your cloak and carry
her to your cottage. We will recover her there.’

Oswald accordingly carried her in his arms to
she cottage and she soon became conscious.

“Where is my father ?’ cried Patience.
‘He is safe and well, Miss’, replied Oswald.
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‘Is.the house burnt down?’

‘No.

‘Who saved me ? tell me.’

‘Young Armitage, Miss.’

“‘Who is he? oh, 1 recollect now.<« But I must
go to my father. Where is he?’

‘In the other cottage, Miss.’

Patience tried to stand, but could not.

‘Bring my father to me,’ she said. Oswald
found Mr. Heatherstone and said, ‘The fireis all
out, sir.

‘T care not for that. My poor, poor child!’

“Your child is safe, sir,” replied Oswald.

‘Safe ! where ?’

‘In my cottage. She has sent me for you.’

The Intendant rushed out, ran to the cottage,
and was in his daughter’s arms.

Meanwhile Edward described to Oswald the
way in which he had saved the girl and pointed out
how badly he himself was burnt in his arm, while
rescuing the girl from the fire.

‘T have no doubt the Intendant will be very
grateful to you, Edward,” observed Oswald.

‘And for that very reason, I saddle my pony
and shall ride home as fast as I can. Good-bye,
Oswald, you will call and see us when you have
time ?’

‘T wili be with you before the week is out,
depend upon it ’, replied Oswald.

Edward rodé fast and was anxious to get home
and learn the ccndition of poor old Jacob; besides,
his burnt arm was very painful.
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The cottage was reached. ,

The pain in Edward’s arm was great and relief
was urgently needed. Humphrey recollected what
had been applied to Benjamin when he burnt his
hand at Arnwcod and knew that it gave him great
relief. So he gave his sisters some potatoes to scrape
upon a piece of linen and laid the scraped potatoes
on Edward’s burn and Edward found instantaneous
relief.

Then Edward ran to see Jacob.

‘Thank God that you are come, Edward,” said
the old forester. ‘I am sinking fast. I am three-
score years and ten. I have but few words to say.
Be careful—if not for your own sake, at least for
your little sisters. Do not make known your birth
and lineage as yet. It may do harin. You will find
some money in my chest. And now, Edward. call
your brothers and sisters to me, that I may bid
them farewell.’ i

Edward summoned Humphrey and his sisters.

‘Humphrey, my good boy,” said Jacob. ‘I_fear
that you will run too much risk after the wild
cattle. Hold to the farm and it will support you
all. My dear Alice and Edith, I am dying. Be
good children, and look up to your brothers for
everything. Good-bye, and may God bless you!
Edith dear, you are quite good and innocent. May
you grow up the same. Farewell, children all, pray
for me. O God of mercy, pardon me my many sins
and receive my soul!’ :

" The forester spoke these words in a faint voice
and sunk fast. In a moment or two, he was no
more. They all wept bitterly.
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Then they carried the body out of the cottage,
put it into the cart, dragged it to the grave and laid
the body in it. They all knelt down. Not knowing
the proper prayers usually chosen for reading over
the dead, Humphrey proposed to read the ninetieth
Psalm. Edward wished to read also the 146th.

So Edward read the two Psalms and closed the
book. Then Edward and Humphrey filled up the
grave and followed their sisters home. Humphrey
preposed later to put a paling round the grave.

Atter this, Edward called his brother and sisters
together again, at the cottage, and said :

¢ My dear little sisters, we have lost a good
friend. He saved us from perishing in the flames
which burnt down our father’s house, and has pro-
tected us ever since. He is gone and we have no
one 10 look to for protection but Heaven. We must
all work, and work cheerfully, and live here in
peace and safety.’

A week passed and Edward’s arm was fairly
well and he was able to help Humphry in the work
on the farm. Oswald had promised to call again
before the week was out and he had not doneso. A
month passed away and still Oswald had not come.

Meanwhile flour and meal were badly wanted
in the cottage and Edward proposed to go to Ly-
mington and buy them. He went into Jacob’s room,
opened the chest, and found in it more than sixty
gold pieces, besides a great deal of silver coin.

¢ Surely this ought to last us a long while,’
observed Humphrey.

¢ I think so too ’, replied Edward.



THE NEW FOREST 41

¢ I wish Oswald Partridge would come, for I
want to ask him many questions. I must know
the price of flour and the price at which I am to
sell venison. If he does not come soon, I shall ride
over to him .’

At last, six weeks after Jacob had died, Oswald
made his appearance and at once inquired about the
old [orester.

‘ He was buried a few days after you left ’,
replied Edward.

¢ I expected as much ’, said Oswald

‘ He was a good man. How is your arm, Ed-
ward ?’

¢ Nearly well, ’ replied Edward. ¢ First let me
ask you what has detained you from coming here,
according to your promise.’

¢ They have beheaded King Charles, our sover-
eign,” said Oswald with deep sorrow.

‘ Two days after you left,” continued Oswald,
¢ the Intendant hastened up to London, and did
all he could to prevent the atrocious deed ; but it
was all in vain. When he left, he strictly ordered
me not to leave the cottage even for an hour, as his
daughter was left alone | This was why I could
not come to you. The Intendant returned yester-
day and I hear that he returns to London in a few
days. I may assure you Mr. Heatherstone is sin-
cerely amazed and vexed at what has taken rlace.
I have a message from him to you, whick is, that
he begs you will come to see him. I have a message
from another person also to deliver to you, and that
is, the young lady herself. She desires me to tell
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you that she will never be happy till she has seen you
and has thanked you for your courage and kindness.
As her father will go to London in a few days, you
may ride over and see her without any fear of being
affronted by any offers he may make tocyou’.

Edward agreed to go and see the girl again.
He then enduired about the value of various articles
and the best method of disposing of his venison.
Oswald answered all the questions and Edward
took down notes and directions on paper.

Oswald remained with them for two days and
then left ; but after going some distance, he return-
ed and proposed to accompany Edward to Lyming-
ton and help him in all his transactions.

The pony and cart were soon at the door ; and
Edward set off for Lymington, accompanied by

Oswald
CHAPTER X
BEVERLEY'S SWORD

Oswald took Edward to the landlord of a small
hostelry in Lymington to which the keepers and
verderers usually went. Master Andrew, the land-
lord, was sorry to hear of the death of Jacob who,
he said, was as true as flint and agreed to look to
Edward for forest meat.

‘ You are not one of the Parliamentary forest-
ers, I presume ? ’ said Andrew.

¢ No ’, replied Edward, ¢ I kill no venison for
Roundhesads. ’

¢ Right, my sapling ; right and well said. The
Armitages were all good men and true; and followed
the fortunes of the Beverleys ; but there are no
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Beverleys to follow now. Cut off—rogt and
branch—more’s the pity ! That was a sad business.”

Arrangements were made between Master
Andrew and Edward for a regular supply of venison,.
during the season, at a certain price. Oswald then
took Edward to all the shops where the articles he
required were to be bought. Among other articles,
Edward required powder and lead, and they went
to a gunsmith’s, where it was to be got. Edward
saw a sword there which, he thought, he had seen
before, hanging up against the wall among other
weapons.

¢ What sword is that ? ’ said Edward to the
man measuring out the powder.

¢ It’s not my sword. It was brought to me to
be cleaned by one of Colonel Beverley’s people ; and
before it was called for, the house was burnt and
every soul perished. It was one of the Colonel’s
swords, I am sure ; for there is E. B. on a silver plate
engraved on it. I have a bill owing me for work done
at Arnwood and I have no chance of its being paid
now ; so, I hardly know if I am to sell the sword.’

Edward replied : ‘ To be candid with you, I
shotld be sorry if the Colonel’s sword was to fall
into any other hands. Let me pay the bill due and
hold the sword as a security for the money, with the
express understanding that if it is ever claimed by
the Beverley family I am to give it up.’

¢ Certainly ’, said Oswald, ‘ nothing cap be
fairer. ’

¢ I think so, too, young man ’, replied the shop-
keeper ; ¢ of course you will leave your name and
address ?’
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“ Yes ; and-my friend here will vouch for its
‘being correct ’, replied Edward.

The account was produced and paid ; and Ed-
ward took possession of the sword and, hardly able
to conceal his joy, he hastened out of the shop.

¢ Oswald ’, cried Edward, ‘I would not part
with it for thousands of pounds. I never will part
‘with it but with my life. ’

¢ I believe so, ’ replied Oswald ; ¢ and I believe
more, that it will never be disgraced in your hands.’

Edward’s business at Lymington was finish-
ed ; and while he was speaking with the landlord. of
the inn, Oswald put the sword in the cart and was
fastening the harness. Just then a man came up
to the cart, looked earnestly at the sword, examined
1t, and said to Oswald :

¢ Why, that was my old master’s sword, Colo-
nel Beverley’s. I know it well. T took it to Phil-
lips, the gunmaker, to be cleaned.’

¢ Pray, what may be your name?’ asked
Oswald.

¢ Benjamin White ', replied the man.

¢ I served at Arnwood till the night it was
burnt down. I'm now tapster at the Common-
wealth, in Fish Street. *

¢ Well, you stand by the pony for a while’,
said Oswald, ‘ while I go in for some parcels’,

Oswald went and told Edward what had hap-
pened and asked him not to come out till Benjamin
‘was got rid of ; for he was sure that Benjamin
would recognise him at once.
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Oswald returned, spoke for a while with Benja-
min and pointed out to him that he did not do well
to stay away so long from his inn. The tapster
then left and said good-bye to Oswald.

Edward and Oswald drove away at a rapid
pace and arrived safely at the cottage at a late
hour. ~

CHAPTER XI
PABLO, THE GYPSY-BOY

The next morning Oswald set off before day-
light for his house. Humphrey walked about a
miie with him ; and while returning to the farm,
wished to examine his pitfall, which he had not
visited for many days.

It was the end of March, and the weather was
mild for the season. Humphrey arrived at the pit
and saw that the covering had been broken in. He
thought that something must have been trapped
and waited for day-light ; but at times he thought
he heard a heavy breathing, and once a low groan.
At last he made out a human figure lying at the
bottom. Humphrey called out, and a groan was
the reply. He then cautiously descended by the
rough ladder he had left there, and found the body
of a lad, lying at the bottor.. He lifted the lad on
his broad shoulders, carried him up and landed
him by the side of the pit. Filling his nat half full
of water from a neighbouring pond, he gave is :to
the youth who drank it eagerly and in a few minutes
appeared much recovered. Presently there was

daylight.
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The youth was very kindly attended to and he
fell into a sound sleep. A few hours later, he
awoke and looked much better.

¢ What’s your name ? ’ asked Humphrey.

¢ Pablo .

¢ Can you speak English ?’

* Yes, a little.”’

¢ Are you a Gipsy ?”’

¢ Yes, Gitano—same thing. ’

Humphrey gnestioned the boy further and
found out that he was going with others of his race
to the sea coast, that they had pitched their tents
near the pit-fall, that during the night he tried to
set some snares for rabbits and, going back to the
tents, it being quite dark, he had fallen into the
hole. He said he had remained there three days
and nights and could not get out. He had no
father ; his mother was with the other gipsies. He
was not anxious to look for his friends and join
t%em, as he had been very unkindly treated by
them.

¢ Would you like to work with us ?°

¢ Yes, if you would be kind to me, and not
work me very hard. Ican cook your dinner, catch
rabbits and birds for you, and do a great many
other things ’,

Humphrey told him that, if he behaved ho-
nestly and avoided telling lies, he was sure to be
treated very well.

Pablo was a short, well-built lad, apparently
only fifteen or sirteen years old, very dark in com-
plexion, with beautiful white teeth, and large dark
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eyes. There was one thing very much in his favour,
and that was, he had an %onest look about’him.

So Humphrey resolved to keep him in the cot-
tage and give him work ; for there was plenty of
work on wbich an additional hand could be well
employed.

Meat was wanting in the cottage. So Edward
and Humphrey went out to hunt wild cattle,
accompained by Smoker. They soon approached a
herd containing about seventy head of cattle, of
various sizes and ages, feeding in all directions and
spread over many acres of land. And they advan-
ced til! they were within eighty yards of one of the
bulls. Humphrey then told Edward to fire from
where they were and proposed to crawl through the
fern and get behind another tree. DBut before he
could get to the tree, a powerful bull detached him-
self from the herd, threw hishead in the air, rawed
with his foot, and advanced with a roar towards
Humphrey; but Humphrey was not aware of it.
Edward saw the danger in which his brothor stood
and, to make a diversion, fired at a bull nearest
to him. The wound was not mortal and the beast
gallopped back to the herd. But the bull which
was only within thirty yards of Humphrey began
now to advance towards Edward. Humphrey who
was standing up beside a tree with his gun ready to
fire, fired ; but he missed his aim. The animal then
turned and made at Humphrey ; but he very
quickly dropped his gun, and swinging by the lower
boughs, got into the tree, and was out of the
bull’s reach in a moment. Edward also had to
<limb into a tree, and took good care to take his
gun and ammunition with him.
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Edward then took good aim and fired at the
bull which had pursued Humphrey and now ran at
Smoker, and killed him. Humphrey cleverly des-
cended from the tree, recovered his gun, and was
now safe again upon a bough. Meanwhile, Hum-
phrey noticed that two bulls separated from the
herd and bggan to fight with each other and were
nearing the tree on which he was seated. The
bulls, with locked horns, were furiously pressing
each other, and both the brothers discharged their
guns, killing the two animals.

Edward and Humphrey descended from the
trees and rejoiced at their rare good fortune and

narrow escape.
CHAPTER XII
EDWARD AND CORBOULD

They had quite a large quantity of meat to
carry. Humphrey went home and brought in the
cart and it was fully loaded and two trips had to be
made.

Early on the following morning, the brothers
set off to Lymington with the cart laden with meat,
sold the meat for a good price, and returned. Hum-
phrey now knew where and how to buy and sell at
Lymington and did not need Edward’s help any
longer.

¢ And now, Humphrey ’, said Edward, ‘it is
time that I keep my promise to Oswald, and go
ovér to the Intendant’s house, and pay my visitito
the young lady.’

¢ When wil! you set off ?? asked Humphrey.
¢ To-morrow moraing,’ replied Edward. ‘I shall
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take my gun, though Oswald advised me not to.
After the fight with the wild cattle, it is not prudent
to be unarmed.’

¢ Well, I have plenty to do when you are
away ’, said Hlumphrey. ‘The potatoes must be
hoed up, and we must make something of Pablo.
T’ll first set him to work in the garden. Tf he only
turns out useful, Edward, why, I shall enclose
another piece of ground and grow some corn of our
own to be taken to the mill to be ground.’

Then they went to bed.

At sunrise, they were both up. And Alice
woald not let Edward go without his breakfast.

So after breakfast, Edward threw his gun over
his arm, and set off with his puppy, which he had
named Holdfast, across the forest. Kdward walked
quick followed by his dog which he had taught to
keep to heel, and had got over more than half his
journey, when there stood against him a powerful
man, about forty years old, dressed like a verderer,
possessed of a sinister and forbidding countenance.

¢ How now, young fellow, what are you doing
here ? ’ said the inan walking up to him and cock-
ing his gun.

Edward quietly cocked his own gun'and then
replied :

¢ I am walking across the forest.’

‘Yes’, said the man. ‘True, you are walking
but with a dog and a gun. Be pleased to walk with
me, as deer-stealers cannot any longer range this
forest. ’

4
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‘I am no deer-stealer’, replied Edward. ‘Go
with you I shall not. Sheer off, or you may meet
with harm.’

¢ Why, you young good-for-nothing, you are
out in pursmt of venison. That is encugh Come,
come, you 've the wrong person to deal with. I
must take ap all poa.chers, and take you I will.’

“If you can’, replied Edward ; ‘my gun is as
good, and my aim is as sure as yours, whoever you
may be. I tell you again, I am no poacher. I
cross over to the Intendant’s cottage. Do not at-
tempt to do anything foolish. Let me proceed in peace
Or you may lose your place ; and if rash, perhaps
your life ’.

‘You say you are going to the Intendant’s
house. That is just where I should have conducted
you myself. So, young man, you may now walk on
before me. ’

¢ Walk on before you,’ said Edward, ‘I surely
will not. But if you choose to half-cock your gun
and walk by my side, I'll do the same. Those are
my terms. Choose, as I am in haste ’.

The verderer appeared indignant, but still
said, ¢ Be it so .

Then they walked side by side, Edward keep-
ing away three yards from him, to prevent treachery.

A few minutes passed in silence. Then the
verderer sail: ‘You tell me you are going to
JIntendant’s house ; he is not at home.’

¢ But young Miss Patience is ’, said Edward.
¢ Yes, she is at home .
¢ And Oswald, is he at home ? ' asked Edward.
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‘Yes, he is. You appear to know our people,
young man ; who may you be ?’ ’

¢ It is no concern of yours ; I shall leave you
to find it out’, replied Edward.

The reply puzzled the man still more. He
now spoke humbly and said he had only been doing
his duty. »

They walked on and arrived near the Inten-
dant’s house.

¢ If you meet Oswald Partridge, tell him that
you have met with Edward Armitage in the’ forest,
and that I should be glad to see him ’.

¢ I shall go and deliver your message’, replied
the verderer.

CHAPTER XIII
EDWARD AND PATIENCE

Edward went into the wicket-gate of the
garden, and knocked at the door of the house. The
door was opened by Patience herself, who said, ¢ Oh,
how glad I am to see you! Come in.” Edward
took off his hat and bowed ; and Patience led the
way into her father’s study, where Edward had
been first received.

‘And now’, said Patience, extending 'her hand
to Edward, ‘ thanks, many thanks, for your preser-
ving me from so dreadful a death. You don’t
know how unhappy I have been at not being able to
ﬁivq you my poor thanks for your courageous be-

aviour.’ ’

“You value what I did too highly, miss’, replied
Edward.
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¢ Sit down’, said Patience, taking a chair.
‘—Nay', no ceremony ’.

Edward smiled as he took his seat.

¢ My father is as grateful to you as I am.
‘What can he do for you ? O, sir, de let me know
how we can show our gratitude by something more
than worde.’ '

¢ You have shown it already, Mistress Patience,’
replied Edward ; < have you not honoured a poor
forester with your hand in friendship, and even
admitted him to sit down before you.’

¢ He whe has preserved my life at the risk of
his own becomes a brother. A debt is still a debt,
whether owing to a king or to a ——".

‘You would have said * forester ”’, Mistress
Patience : do you imagine that I am ashamed of
my calling ?’

To tell you candidly the truth,’ re-
plied Patience, ¢ I cannot believe that you are what
you profess to be. You were never brought up as
such. My father thinks so also.’

¢« T thank you both for your good opinion of
me ; but I fear I cannot rise beyond the condition
of a forester. Nay, from your father’s coming
down here, and the new Regulations, I shall sink
down to the grade of deer-stealer and poacher ; in-
deed, but for having my gun with me, I should
have been seized as such this very day.’

' <« But you were not shooting the deer: were

you, sir ?’ inquired Patience.

¢ No, I was not ; nor have I killed any since
last I saw you’.
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‘T am glad that I can say that to my father’
yeplied Patience, ¢ it will much please him. He
thought you worthy of much higher employment
than any that could be offered here and only wish-
-ed to know what you would accept. He has great
interest—although just now at variance with the
rulers, on account of the —— .

¢ Murder of the King, you would have said,
Mistress Patience : I have heard how much oppos-
ed your father was to that foul deed, and I honour
him for it ’. ’

¢ What pleasure to hear my father’s conduct
praised by you !’

Then the girl called in Phoebe and ordered
her to provide refreshments for Edward, while she
retreated out of hearing but remained in the room.

When the meal was over, Edward rose to take
his leave.

¢ Nay, do not go yet ; let me again ask you
how we can serve you. I am afraid you will not
take any office under the present rulers; so, that
question is at rest. Where do you live, sir?”’

¢ At the opposite side of the forest is a house
belonging to me now.’

¢ Do you live alone,—sutely not ? ’

‘I have a younger brother, and twr sisters’,
replied Edward.

¢ Is the farm that you told my father aboub
Jarge ?’
* No ; very small’, said Edwa,rd.
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¢ How can tnat support you ?’
¢ That and killing wild cattle has lately ’,
answered Edward.

¢ Yes, and killing deer also until lately ?’
¢ You have guessed right.’

¢ Yow were brought up at Arnwood and edu-
cated there : surely Colonel Beverley could not
have intended you for a forester ? ’ observed
Patience.

¢ No ’, said Edward, ‘I was to have been a.
soldier as soon as I was old enough to bear arms.’

¢ Perhaps you are distantly related to the late:
Colonel Beverley.’

* No ; I am not dustantly related, > replied Ed-
ward.

Then in answer to some questions from KEd-
ward, Patience said that she was an only child and
that she had lost her mother, who, she said, was.
sister to Sir Ashley Cooper.

¢ Indeed ! then you are of gentle blood !’

¢ I believe so ’, replied Patience, with surprise..

¢ Thank you for your condescension, Mistress.
Patience ; and now, if you will permit me, I will
take my leave ’.
¢ Before you go, let me once more thank you
for saving me ’, said Patience, ¢ well, you must.
come again when my father is here. He is very
ﬁood, though he looks stern and melancholy. He:
as seldom smiled since my poor mother’s death..
But when will you come and see my father ?°’
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* 1 cannot say. Some day I may be seized for
poaching and brought before him as a prisoher and
then he is certain to see me ’, replied Edward.

¢ I will not tell you to klll deer ’, replied Pa-
tience smiling ; ¢ but if you do, no one shall harm
you. Farewell sir, and once more, gratitude and
thanks ’.

Patience held out her hand to Edward, who
this time, like a true cavalier, raised it respectfully
to his lips. Patience coloured a little, but did not
withdraw it. Then Edward, with a low okeisance,
quitted the house.

CHAPTER XIV

CORBOULD AND EDWARD AGAIN

Edward hastened to the cottage of Oswald
Partridge who was waiting for him ; for the ver-
derer had faithfully delivered his message.

¢ You have had a long talk with Mistress Pa-
tience, ’ said Oswald, after the first greeting, ¢ and
Tam gla,d of it. The Roundhead rascal whom you
met insisted that he was certain you were on the
look-out for deer. I have stopped his mouth. If
you are ever caught in the act of killing a deer, tell
them you did so at my request. You might kill all
the deer in the forest, after what you have done for
the Intendant.’

¢ Many thanks’, said Edward ; ‘let them catch
me if they can, and 1f they do catch me, let them
take me if they can.

Edward then told Oswald 'of their havin
taken the gipsy boy in the pit, at which he seeme
much amused.
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¢ What is the name of the verderer whom I
met ? * inquired Edward.

¢ James Corbould .

Edward remained that night at Oswald's ; and,
at daylight, took a slight breakfast and set off on
his return home, followed by Holdfast.

When*he had gone above eight miles, he arriv-
ed close to a pool and there he saw, lying fast
asleep upon the turf, James Corbould, the sinister-
looking verderer whom he met the previous day.
Edward took up the verderer’s gun, gently opened
the pan, scattered the powder, and then laid it down
again. Hdward did this because he had reasons, to
believe that the man had come to murder him.
And so he went ; but hearing Holdfast growl be-
hind him, he turned back and found that his puppy
had been struck hard on the head by the ruffian.

Edward waited for a short time. But Cor-
bould did not make his appearance. And so he
walked fast and was within six miles of the cottage.
Suddenly Holdfast sprang forward with a low
growl and Edward, thinking it well to be prepared,
quietly loaded his gun, and rose up. Presently he
saw Corbould partly hidden behind a tree, with his
gun levelled at him. The trigger was pulled, and
the lock suapped, but the gun did not go off. Cor-
bould grew angry and struck at Holdfast with the
butt-end of his gun. Edward advanced and told
him to desist, or it would be the worse for him.

¢ Indeed, youngster ! it may be the worse for
you’, cried Corbould.

¢ Yes, if your gun had gone off ’, replied Ed-
ward.
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‘I aimed at the dog and not a,t. you, and I will
kill the brute, if I can .

¢ Not without danger to yourself; but your
gun was levelled at me, you sneaking wretch. It
was I who threw the powder out of your pan and
80 have escaped with my life. I do not wish to kill
a defenceless , man. Away with you 'directly ’,
continued Edward, pointing his gun at the verderer.
¢ If you do not get off, I'll fire .

Corbould walked away, but swore that he
would have Edward’s life before many days had
passed. IHdward remained where he was standing
till the man was out of sight, and then went on his
journey. But Corbould stealthily followed him.
A clever idea now struck Edward: ¢How if I
deviate a little from my way and place Humphrey’s
pitfall between this wretch and me ? > He did this
and walked rapidly. Corbould also increased his
pace. till he arrived at the pitfall and fell into ib
headlong.

CHAPTER XV
CORBOULD’S RESCUE FROM THE PIT

¢ Now you may lie there ’, thought Edward,
¢ as long as the gipsy did, and that will cool your
courage.’ So he walked and arrived near to the
cottage and found Humphrey outside waiting for
him, with Pablo by his side.

Meals over, Edward narrated the events of the
day. They all listened with great interest; and
when Edward had finished, the gipsy boy jumped
up and said—
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¢ Now let him lie in the pit. To-morrow
morning, I’ll pay him a visit and shoot him °.

“ You must do no such thing ’, said Edith.

 Why did he shoot Master then ? ’ replied
Pablo and took his seat at the chimney corner.

Then they discussed how they were to deal
with Corbould in the pit. He might have been
wounded by his own gun, said Humphrey, and he
might die if he was left there. Edward thought
that was possible and would not have the life of a
fellow-creature, however villainous, on his con-
science. So the decided next morning to ride to
Oswald, tell him all that had occurred and shkow
him where the pitfall was.

Humphrey was off before daybreak and, at
nine o’clock, had arrived at the cottage of Oswald
and was warmly greeted. Oswald was much annoy-
ed at Humphrey’s narration and was at first, like
Pablo, in favour of leaving the scoundrel where he
was. But Humphrey remonstrated and so Oswald
set off with two other verderers and arrived at the
pitfall before sunset, where they heard Corbould
groaning below.

¢ Who is there ? ’ said Oswald.

¢ It’s me, it’s Corbould ’.

¢ Are you hurt ?°’

¢ Yes, badly. The gun went off, and the ball
has gone through my thigh. I have almost bled
to death.’

Humphrey went for the ladder which, was at
hand, and all the four exerted their best and
dragged out Corbould who groaned heavily with
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pain. They gave him some water, which revived
him. ’

Leaving the verderers in temporary charge
of Corbould, Humphrey and Oswald went
to the cottage and had their supper. Oswald saw
Pablo and was pleased with his looks. ¢ They are
a.queer race ’, he said. ¢ They are ver; excitable,
and capable of strong attachment, if well treated.
I did a gipsy a good turn, and it proved to be the
saving of my life afterwards. Bring him over to
me one day. He must know where to find. me, if
you have a message to send .

In a short while, Humphrey and Oswald set
off in the pony-cart. They arrived at the pitfall,
raised up Corbould and put him on the cart. The
tedious journey began and they arrived at Corbould’s
cottage at about midnight. :

A surgeon was sent for and the blood-thirsty
scoundrel was left to his care. Humphrey remain-
ed with Oswaid for three hours and then returned
with Billy.

¢ I will let you know how he gets on and what
account he gives of his falling into the pit; butyou
must not expect me for a fortnight at least’, said
Oswald.

Billy was so anxious to get back to his stable
that the journey home was finished very quickly.
Humphrey thought over all that had happened and
said to himself : ‘I am always in a fidget ahout
Edward. I wish the new king, who is now in
France, would raise an army, and come over. Ed-
ward would then be better fighting in the field than
remain here and risk being shot as a deer stealer or
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put in prison. I am fit for the farm and it is suffi-
cient for us all ’.

CHAPTER XVI

POLITICAL NEWS FOR EDWARD

Humphrey marked out three acres or there-
abouts of land running in a straight line behind the
garden. There was not a tree on it, and it was all
good fertile ground. He had plenty of manure to
spare, which he wished to throw all over that land
and then he was sure it would be a rich pasture
upon which he could turn the cows and the calves.
Then Edward and Humphrey selected long thin
trees most fitted for rails and cut down a good
many of them. Pablo lopped off the boughs and
prepared the poles. Then they selected shorter
trees for posts ; and when Pablo had cleared them
of thy boughs, they sawed them out the proper
lengths. It was altogether a fortnight’s work before
the three acres were inclosed.

Edward then proposed to go over to see Oswald
and to take Pablo with him to show him the way to
Oswald’s cottage. He wished to hear Corbould’s
version of his adventure ; also to learn if the Inten-
dant had come back.

‘I agree ’, said Humphrey , “and when you
come back, Edward, one of us must go to Lyming-
ton, for I require some tools. Pablo is very ragged
and must have better clothes, if he is to carry
our messages. ’

Early the next morning, Edward took his gun,
and with Pablo and Smoker, set off for Oswald’s
cottage and arrived there a little after noon.
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‘T am glad to see you, sir’, said Oswald, ¢ as
T have just seen the Intendant and he has been
asking many questions about you. He does not:
think you are Jacob’s grandson. He asked me where
your cottage was, as he wishes to go to your cottage
and speak to you.

¢ And what did you say ?’

¢ I said that your cottage was a good day’s
journey from here. I told him about Corbould and
his attempt upon you and he was very wrath at it.
Mistress Patieace * begged him to dismiss the
wretch, but the Intendant said he would remember
her advice. Master Heatherstone then asked me
what account Corbould gave of himself. I then
repeated what the verderer had himself told me—
that he was following a deer which he had severely
wounded about noon, and having no dog with hini,
he could not overtake it, although he knew by its
bleeding track that it could not hold out much
longer, and thet he followed it until nightfall, and
had it in view and close to him, when he fell into
the pit.

¢ The story was not badly made up ’said Ed-
ward'; ‘only for a stag read man : and what did the
Intendant say ?’

¢ He believed you and not Corbould’s story.
‘When the Intendant said he would go to your cot-
tage, his daughter said she would also go, because
you had told her that you had two sisters, whom,
she said, she would like to see and make azquaint-
ance with ’.

Oswald brought Edward some very nice things
to eat and some good beer to drink. While



‘2 THE CHILDREN OF

Edward was thus occupied, Oswald went out, heard
some London news, and came back to tell Edward
about it. ¢ The Duke of Hamilton, the Earl of
Holland, and Lord Capel have been trled condem-
ned, and executed , he said.

Edward sighed: ‘More murder !’

¢ King Charles the Second ’, said Oswald, ¢ hds
been proclaimed in Scotland, and invited to come
over ’.

¢ That is indeed news ’, said Edward. ‘Where
is he now ?’

¢ At the Hague ; but it was said that he was
going to Paris ’.

‘When Edward heard these words, he wished
to be left alone. So he retired to bed, but not to
sleep. Edward made up his mind to join the king’s
army and began to build castles as to what %e
would dd and at last fell asleep.

The next morning, not waiting for breakfast,
Edward started on his return journey and quickly
reached home. Humphrey was himself anxious to
go to Lymington and, now that Edward had return-
ed, he was free to go, and took Pablo with him.

As son as they were gone, Edward cleaned his
father’s sword and polished it to his satisfaction.
Then, after dinner, he took his gun and walked out
int> the forest. Suddenly he heard the neighing
of a hoise ; and, looking up, he perceived that he
was near to a herd of forest ponies, the first he had
seen, since he began to live in the forest. He
thought he would speak to Humphrey about it
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later, for Humphrey was often telling him that
Billy was getting old and that it would be well to
get another pony. There were plenty of ponies in
the forest, and Edward thought that Humphrey was
sure to invent some way of catching them and that
Pablo also could help.

CHAPTER XVII
ROBBERS ATTACK RATCLIFFE'S COTTAGE

So musing, Edward went on and was lost in the
forest. It was getting dark already. He was
going round and round, and sometimes back-
wards and forwards. He made up his mind to
wait until he could make out Charles’ Wain, and
then the Polar Star. 'When he was certain of that,
he resolved to go by its help due north ; and he
did so, keeping up a steady trot for half a mila
without stopping.

As he was thus going, he observed, under some
trees ahead of him, a spark of fire ; he thought it
was a glow-worm at first ; and as he saw it a second
time, he stopped to find out what it was, before he
went farther. The light again appeared, and this
time Edward heard the clash of the flint against
the steel, and he was certain that it was somebody
striking a light. He advanced very cautiously and
arrived at a huge tree, behind which he remained
to reconnoitre. Edward satisfied himself that a
dark lantern had been lighted and then closed. He
went on his hands and knees and crawled on until
he gained another tree. He now saw that within
ten yards of him, there were some people. He
heard one say :
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¢ It is not time yet ! too soon by half an hour ’.
¢ Are you sure that he has money ?°’ ‘

¢ Quite sure. It isin a canvas bag and I have
seen him pay for the things brought to him, and it
was gold that he took out . ‘

¢ Anygbody else living with him ?°’

“ Yes, a lad .

“ You say there’s a bag of gold, and that’s
worth fighting for ’.

“Yes, Ben. With what I’ve got buried, and
my share of that bag, I shall have enough ; and I'l}
start for the Low countries, since England is get-
ting rather too warm for me ’.

The two men then rose up and set off, follow-
ed by Edward, who had heard quite enough to
satisfy him that they were bent upon a burglary, if
not murder. Edward followed them at twenty
yards’ distance and had tracked them for about
three miles, when they stopped and examined their
pistols. They went on again and entered a small
plantation of oak trees, very thick and very dark,
with close underwood below. At last, they came:
to a cleared place, in which there stood a low cot-
tage. All was still, and as dark as pitch. The men
advanced to the cottage. One man went up to the
front door, while the other went round to the door
behind. FEdward heard the man at the front door
asxing for shelter in a plaintive but loud voice. No-
answer came, and the man thumped and beat
against the door. Meanwhile, the man at the back
had contrived to open the window close to the back
door, and was standing there with a pistol in his.
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hand. Edward who was keeping his eyes upon this
man went within six feet of him and crouched down
with his gun ready pointed.

As Edward remained thus, he heard a shrill
voice cry out, ‘They are getting in behind !’ and
a movement in the cottage. The robber in the back
fired inside and a shriek was given. Then Edward
lost no time in firing his gun into the body of the
man who fired and he immediately fell. By the time
Edward reloaded his gun, the front door was burst
open and the report of fire-arms was heard. Some-
body was waiting within. Edward walked round
to the [ront, where he found Ben lying across the
threshold of the open door. Looking into the room,
he found a body stretched on the floor, and a young
lad weeping over it.

¢ Don’t be alarmed, T am a friend ’, said EA~
ward. ¢ Rise up, lad, and let me see if I cau be of
any use ’.

¢ Ah ! no ’, cried the boy, ¢ he bleeds to death ’.

¢ Bring me some water, quick ’, said Edward.

The man was alive and sensible ; and though
he could not utter a word, he spoke with his eyes,
and with signs. Meanwhile the lad returned. The
dying man spoke by signs and said: ‘It is all over
with me. Pray, protect this child.” Edward at
once said, ‘ I understand you. 1 promise to take care
of your child. TI'll take him into my own family,
and he shall share with us ’.

The wounded man took the hand of ‘he lad
and put it into Edward’s. As he did this, a gleam
of joy passed over his features. After a minute or
two, after a short struggle, he fell back dead.

5
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Edward now wished to find out whether the
two villains were dead or not. Ben, he saw, was
quite dead and, as he approached the other, a faint
voice was heard to say : ¢ Ben, Ben, some water,
for the love of God ! Ben, I'm done fcr !’

Edward at once brought some water and put
it to the robber’s lips. The man drank eagerly,
and said : ‘Ben, I can speak now, but 1 shan’t live
long ’ He drank again and said in broken senten-
ces, ‘ I'm bleeding-to death. You know the oak—
struck by lightning—a mile north—from here.
Three yards—from it—south—I buried—all my—
money. It is yours. Oh ! another drink !’ Ed-
ward lifted the basin to his lips, but he drank not ;
he fell back with a groan.

Edward had now heavy work to do. He
dragged Ben’s body outside of the threshold and
secured the door. He then made fast the window
forced open behind, and examined the body of the
person killed within. His features were fair. The
beard was carefully cut, the hands were white,
and the fingers long. Evidently the man had
never had to do manual labour. There was a bed
in the adjoining room on which he placed the in-
sensible boy. He threw some water into the boy’s
face and poured a little into his mouth. The boy
then gave a shriek of woe and burst into a paroxysm
of tears. HEdward himself sat down on a stool close
by and soon fell into slumber.

- Edward awoke after some time and saw thab
the sun was an hour high. He then went out to
find what partof the forest the cottage was in. In a
moment more, his own dog, Smoker, came bounding
out of a copse, followed by Humphrey and Pablo.
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¢ What a night we have passed, Edward !’ said
Humphrey. ¢ That dear fellow, Pablo, brought out
your jacket and gave it to Smoker to smell and
then led him along till he was on your footsteps.
The dog followed them, and has at last brought us
to you.

Edward gave an account of what had occurred
and, having thus prepared Humphrey and Pablo
for what they were to see, led the way back through
the thicket to the cottage. Both of them were
much shocked at the scene of slaughter before them
and then they began to consult what had best be
done. It was agreed that Humphrey should go to
Oswald and make known the circumstances to him,
to be communicated to the Intendant ; and Pablo
was to go home and tell Alice and Edith that Ed-
ward was safe. :

Humphrey and Pablo both set off.

Then Edward wakened the boy, comforted him,
and said : ‘I promised your father that I would
take care of you, and a promise is sacred with me.
T'll do my best, for I have known myself what it is
to want and find a protector. You shall live with
me and my brother and sisters and you shall have
all we have.’

¢ Have you sisters, then ? ’ replied the boy.

¢ Yes ; to-night you shall be in our cottage; how
long, my poor fellow, have you lived he.e ?’

¢ More than a year ’.

¢ Whose cottage is it ?’

¢ My father bought it when he came. To tell
you the truth, he came here so as not to be
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discovered or betrayed. He had escaped from prison,
after having been condemned to death by the
Parliament. ’

¢ Your father’s crime was that he was loyal to-
his king?’ '

‘ Yes, jruly so’.

’ Then fear not, my good boy. To prevent the
present authorities from taking possession of your
father’s property, I shall remove to my cottage
everything that is valuable, and I shall hold it for
your benefit. I propose that you shall accompany
me this evening with all the things that may be
useful to you’. .

‘ You are very kind ’, replied the boy. ‘I will
do all you wish, but I feel very weak.’

¢ Come, now, ’said Edward ; ‘put all your
own clothes together. Collect everything in this
room, while I look about the house. By the bye,
had not your father some money ? The robbers
said that your father kept gold in a canvas bag ’.

¢ Yes, my father had, I believe, a great deal of
money .

Then Edward went about the house and found
that there were plenty of very valuable articles in
it. The iron chest, armour, guns, books, silver
candlesticks, and other costly things were all put in
the cart, urtil it was loaded high up. TFinally Ed-
ward got the boy to see his father’s face. The poor
orphan knelt down, kissed the cold lips, and wept
bitterly. Then they left the cottage and in less
than two hours, Edward’s cottage was in sight.

Edith flew into Edward’s arms.
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‘* You, naughty Edward, to frighten us so!’
she cried. ’

¢ Look, Edith ’°, said Edward ; ¢ I have brought
you a nice little playfellow. Welcome him, dearest .’

Turning to Alice, Edward said: ¢ Dear Alice,
I am sorry you have been very uneasy. If I had
not been where I was, this poor boy would have
been killed as his father was. He is an orphan
now and must live with us. Make him welcome,
Alice .

Alice greeted him heartily.

¢ How old are you and what is your name?’,
inquired Alice.

¢ Thirteen next January ’, replied the boy.

¢ And your Christian name ?’

¢ I will tell you by and by’ replied he, confus-
ed. A few minutes later, Alice who had been talk-
ing to the boy, came to Edward and said—

¢ Edward, she is a girl !’

¢ A girl ! ’ said Edward, astonished.

¢ Yes, she has told me so, and wished me to
tell you .

¢ Well, then ’, said Edward, ¢ she sleeps with
you to-night. To-morrow morning I’ll bring some
bedding from her cottage ’.

They all sat down to supper.

¢ So’, Edward said, ‘I find I am to have ano-
ther sister. Now you will tell me your name ? *

¢ Yes ; Clara is my name .

¢ And why did you not tell me that you are a&
girl 2’
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¢ Because I was in boy’s clothes and felt ash-
amed ’.¢

Then they retired to their bedrooms.
CHAPTER XVIII

HEATHERSTONE INSPECTS RATCLIFFE’S COTTAGE

The n&xt morning Edward and Pablo went tor
Clara’s cottage and loaded the cart with many
more things. Pablo returned with the cart, while
Edward stayed behind, awaiting the arrival of
Humphrey.

In a short time more, a number of men arrived,
prominent among whom were the Intendant, Os-
wald, and Humphrey. Edward saluted Mr.
Heatherstone in a respectful manner, shook hands
with Oswald, and then led the way by the narrow
path which led through the wood to the cottage.

The Intendant looked grave and thoughtful ;
and Edward even thought that he was cool towards
himself. When they arrived at the cottage, Ed-
ward pointed to the body of the robber.

¢ By whose hand did that man fall ?’ said the
Intendant.

¢ By the hand of the person who lived in the
cottage’. .

Edward then took him to the back and said—

¢ And this man was slain by me. We have
one body more to see . So he took the Intendant
into the cottage, and uncovered the corpse of
Clara’s father.

Mr. Heatherstone looked at the face and was
much moved. ‘Cover it up’, said he, turning away.
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¢ And how was this found ? * he then inquired.

¢ T neither saw this person killed, nor the rob-
ber you first saw ’, answered Edward ;  but I heard
the report of fire-arms almost at the same mo-
ment, and believe that they fell by each other’s
hands .

The Intendant then called in his slerk, and
directed him to take down in writing whatever evi-
dence was put in.

¢ Edward Armitage ’, said the Intendant, ¢ we
will now take down your deposition ’.

EAdward stated briefly all that had taken place.
Th> statement was taken down by the clerk and
read out to Edward. It was found correct and Ed-
ward signed it.

¢ What has become of the boy in the house ??
asked the Intendant.

¢ He is removed to my cottage ’, said Edward

¢ Why dic you do so ?’

¢ I promised the dying man that I would pro-
tect his child, and I intend to keep my word’,
answered Edward.

¢ Did he speak with you before he died ? ’

¢ No, no’, said Edward ;  he spoke by signs, in
a very intelligible manner ; and he well understood
my reply ’.

¢ Did you remove any of the papers of the
deceased ?’

¢ The lad packed up his own thmgs and the

contents are wholly unknown to me’, answered
Ed ward.
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¢ Still the property should not have been re-
moved.. The party who lies dead thereis a well-
known Malignant. The inquest is over, let every-
one leave the house except Edward Armitage, to
whom I would speak alone ’.

¢ BExcuse me one moment, sir’, said Edward,
“and I wil] return’.

Edward went out and calling Humphrey aside,
said : ¢ Slip away unperceived. Here are the keys.
Hasten to the cottage, look for all the papers and
bury them and the iron chest in the garden.’

Humphrey nodded aud turned away, and Ed-
ward re-entered the cottage.

He found the Intendant looking mournfully
down on the face of the corpse, disfigured with blood.
Perceiving the entrance of Edward, he again took
hjs seat and said :

"¢ Edward Armitage, you are loyal, bold, and
resolute. Yeu have put me under an obligation
which I uever can repay. For these troubled times,
I must say that you are much too frank and
impetuous. Your avowed attachment to the king’s.
cause has prevented me from being cordial to you ’.

¢ I was brought up, sir, in the house of a loyal
cavalier, and never will be otherwise .

¢ You do the cause more harm than good by
unnecessarily avowing your opinions ; and you
compel me in the presence of others to use a harsh-
ness and co:dness towards you, contrary to what I
feel for one who so nobly rescued my only child.’

¢TI thank you, sir, for your advice, which I
feel to be good ; and for your good opinion, which I
value greatly ’, replied Edward.
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¢ Let me speak to you in confidence, young as
you are’, observed Mr. Heatherstone. ‘I’ know
this man who lies dead before us ; and I knew he
was concealed here. Major Ratcliffe was one of
my earliest and dearest friends. I knew, before I
came down here as Intendant, where he had hidden
himself, and I have been most anxious for his
safety.’

* Let me continue ’, said the Intendant. My
relative Ashley Cooper and myself strove most
zealously to prevent the murder of the king. But
we sadly failed,—nay, even incurred the suspicion
and ill-will of Cromwell. I expect we have much
to cuffer for some time more. And now, Edward, L
have said more to you than I have to any person
breathing, except my own kinsman ’.

¢ I thank you for your great confidence, sir’,
replied Edward. ¢ It will act as a warning to gnice
my future conduct ’.

¢ I must now ask you, Edward Armitage, ano-
ther question. You said that Major Ratcliffe had a
son here : there must be some mistake about it. He
had a daughter, an only daughter as I have, but he
never had a son .

I thought her a boy. She was dressed in
boy’s clothes. When we went home, she dis-
covered to my sisters that she was a girl , answer-
ed Edward.

‘T am glad to hear the explanation ’, remark-
ed Mr. Heatherstone. ¢ She shall be to me as a
daughter and I propose to take her to my own house.
1 trust you will agree to it .

¢ I will not prevent her going, if she wishesit’,
said Edward.
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‘ You said f;ha.t you were not aware that there
were any papers in Major Ratcliffe’s boxes ? ’

‘I saw mnone, sir’, replied Edward ;¢ but T
suspect that there may be. So I despa,tched my
brother Humphrey to the cotta.ge advising him to
remove any objectionable papers ’.

The Intendant smiled.

CHAPTER XIX
HEATHERSTONE'S INQUIRY AT EDWARD'S COTTAGE

¢ Well, then, we go to your cottage and make
an examination. We shall find nothing and I shall
have performed my duty. I was not aware that
your brother was here. I presume it was the young
man who walked w1th Oswald Partridge .

¢ It was, sir ’

« ‘I may be ha,rsh and severe in the presence of

othérs. Itisonly assumed and not real. You
understand tha,t, ?’ said Mr. Hea.therstone

‘T do, sir’

The Intendant then went out and said : ‘It
appears that some boxes have been removed from
here to Edward Armitage’s cottage. We will go
there and examine them. It is noon. Have you
any refreshment to offer us in your cottage, young
man, whea we arrive ?’

‘I keep no hostelry, sir’ replied Edward,
somewhat gloomily.

‘Let ug move on; and two of you keep your eye
upon that young man ’, said the Intendant aside.

They then proceeded through the wood and
arrived at the cottage at about two o’clock in the
afternoon.



THE NEW FORFST 75

Humphrey came out and whispered to Edward
that all was safe. The Intendant and his' clerk
alone went into the cottage, ushered by Edward.

¢ These are my sisters, sir’, said Edward.
¢ Where 1s Clara, Alice ? ’, asked Edward.

¢ She is alarmed and has gone into our bed-
room ’, >

¢ I hope you are not alarmed. You have noth-
ing to fear. Now, Edward Armitage, produce all
the boxes and packages which you took from the
other cottege ’ said the Intendant.

¢ Here are the keys, sir ’, replied Edward.

¢ Humphrey, do you and Pablo bring the
boxes out ’ said Edward.

The boxes were brought out, opened, and exu-
mined by the Intendant and his clerk, but of course
no papers were found in them.

Then Mr. Heatherstone proposed to question
the deceased man’s girl.

¢ But the girl may be frightened ’, he added ;
¢ and I shall obtain no answer from her, if we are
so many. So let everybody leave the cottage, while
I speak to her .

Clara was then brought out, but she clung tor
Alice, for she was much alarmed.

. ¢ Come here, Clara’, said the Intendant gently;
¢ you do not know perhaps that I am your sincere
friend. Do come and live with my daughter and
she will be delighted to have you as a companion.
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Will you go with me ? T'll take care of you and
be a father to you ?’ ,

¢ T do not like to leave Alice and Edith. They
treat me so kindly and call me sister >, said Clara
sobbing.

‘T am sure they do *, said Mr. Heatherstone.
It is yolir duty to come with me. You ave
born a lady and must be brought up and educated
as a lady. You do not recollect me, Clara ; but you
have often sat on my knee when you were a little
%irl, and when your father lived in Dorsetshire.

o you recollect the big walnut tree by the sitting-
room window, which looked out in the garden ?/’

¢ Yes ’, replied Clara, with surprise.

“Yes. Then again, do you remember Jason,
the big mastiff; and how you used to ride upon his
bacx ?’

“ Yes, I do ’, replied Clara ; ¢ but he died long
ago .

‘ He did, when you were barely six years old.
ﬁ_nd now tell me where the old gardener buried

im.’

¢ Under the mulberry tree ’, replied Clara.

¢ Yes, so he did. I was there then. I'll take
off my hat. Now look, Clara, and see if you re-
member me .’

~ Clara wow said : ¢ You called my father Phi-
lip, and he used to call you Charles ’.

¢ You are right, my sweet one ’, said he, press-
ing Clara to his bosom. ‘I did so, we were great
friends. Now, will you come with me? My girl
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is older than you by three or four years. She will
be rour companion and love you dearly ’.

¢ May I come and see Alice and Edith some-
times ?’

¢ Yes, you shall, and bring my daughter also
with you. I'll not take you away now, dearest.
You shall remain here some days and then we
will come over and fetch you. God-bye, dear
Clara : and good- bye, my little girls. Humphrey
Armitage, good-bye ’. He then extended his hand
to Edward and said, ¢ We must meet soon again .’

The Intendant then went out of the cottage
and joiued his people outside. Edward went out
after him. Then Mr. Heatherstone mounted his
horse and said very coldly to Edward : ‘I shall
keep a sharp look-out on you, sir, depend upon it.”

With these words, he spurrcd his horse and
rode away. Humphrey was surprised at his harsh-
ness. ¢ He means kindly, Hunphrey’, explained
Edward; ¢ but does not want other pcople to
know it ’,

The two brothers had a long conversation that
evening in which Edward told Humphrey all that
had passed between him and the Intendant.

The next day, the trunk was opened and it
contained a considerable quantity of gold in bags
and many jewels whose value he could not guess.

CHAPTER XX
HEATHERSTONE TAKES CLARA UNDER HIS PROTECTION
. Three days later, Oswald came to the cottage,
having been sent by fhe Intendant to tell Edward
that he would come over on the following day to
take away little Clara.
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Apd so Mr. Heatherstone came in the forenoon
of the next day, accompanied by his daughter, who
rode by his side. A groom on another horse, led
a pony for Clara to ride, and a cart for the luggage
followed at some distance. Edward went out to
assist Miss Heatherstone to dismount and she
frankly hald out her hand to him, as she reached
the ground.

¢ You do me much honour, Mlstress Patience,’
said he, bowing.

‘Let me at once see your sisters,’ said Patience,
‘for my father has praised them very much. I
wish to know them.’

Edward led the way into the cottage, and
Patience followed him, while the Intendant was
talking to Humphrey.

. Edward then told Mr. Heatherstone that there
was an iron chest with a good deal of money in it
and jewels and many other articles of value in
other boxes.

Then the Intendant came closer to Edward and
said: ¢ Edward Armitage, I am very anxious to
show my great gratitude to you. You are born for
better things than remain a forester and perhaps
a deer-stalker. I know you will not accept any-
thing under the present government. I want a
secretary myself and wish you to accept that oflice,
live entirely in my house, receiving a handsome
salary for your services. Consult with your brother,
and let me know your decision as early as you
<can,’

Edward bowed ; the Intendant went into the
cottage.
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Presently Edward and Humphrey also ywent in
and found there a very social party. Patience had
quickly made friends with Alice, Edith, and Clara ;
and Mr. Heatherstone was laughing and joking with
them. Alice and KEdith had brought out delicious,
fresh milk, biscuits, ripe fruits, bread; and all
were eating, talking, and laughing for a nretty long
time. >

At last, the Intendant wished to leave. ‘And
now, my dear child,’ said the Intendant, ‘we must
think of going, for it is a long ride, and the little
girl is not used to a horse. Mistress Alice, many
thanks for your hospitality ; and now, farewell.
Edith dear, goodbye. Now Clara, are you quite
ready ?’

They all went out of the cottage. Mr. Heather-
stone put Clara on the pony. Edward assisted
Patience. And when she was mounted, she said—
‘I hope you will accept my father’s offer—you will
oblige me so much if you do.

“I will give it every consideration,’ replied
Edward.

The Intendant bade Edward a cordial fare-
well, and Edward shook Clara by the hand, and the
cavalcade left the cottage.

CHAPTER XXI

EDWARD BECOMES MR. HEATHERSTONE'S SECRETARY »

Then Edward walked apart with Humphrey,
told him the offer made by the Intendant, and asked
his opinion.

“You must accept it immediately,” said Hum-
phrey. ‘You must not refuse the offer.’
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¢I,will accept it’, replied Edward. ‘I can buf
return to you, if things do not go on well’.

An hour or two passed and Edward was plung-
ed in thought. He had seen the Intendant more
and began to like him. He had hearé more of the
king, his wishing to be absolute, wresting the liber-
ties from kis subjects, his obstinacy, and such other
things, and now did not think so well of him.
However, he thought: ‘The people could have de-
posed him and sent him beyond the seas. Instead,
they took him prisoner and then murdered him.
The punishment was greater than the offence, and
dictated by malice and revenge. It was a diabolical
act, and will soil the page of our nation’s history.’

On the third day, Oswald came over and told
Edward that the Intendant would be happy to see
him. They started early the next morning, rode
eight hours, and arrived at the Intendant’s house.

¢ Edward Armitage, I am glad to see you. Are
you accepting my proposal ? What is your reply ?’

¢I am very thankful to you for the offer, sir,’
replied Edward. ‘I will accept it, if you think me
fit.’

¢TI certainly deem you suitable for the place, or
I should not have offered it to you’; said the
Intendant. ¢ All that I now require is to know the
day that you will come. Patience and Clara are in
the next room. You can join them and tell my
dapghter that you are to reside with us. You will
of course dine with us to-day, and sleep here to-
night.’

And then Edward, Patience and Clara talked
merrily and were happy.
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¢ How old are you, Edward ?’ said Clara, ‘T am
thirteen ; Patience is just past sixteen.’ )

‘I am not yet eighteen, Clara, so that I can
hardly be called a man.’ -

Then Mr. Heatherstone'came in, took them all
to dinner, and everyone enjoyed it. When he re-
tived to his study, Edward sought Osw:ld and re-
mained nearly the whole of the afternoon with him,
examining his dogs and talking of matters connect-
ed with the chase.

In the course of their talk, Oswald said that
the new verderers could kill but few deer. ‘I
stated this to the Intendant,” said Oswald to
Edward, ‘and he observed that if you came over
here, venison would not be wanting ; so it is clear
that he does not expect you to have your pen
always in your hand.’ y

‘Iam glad to hear that,” replied Edward;
‘ depend upon it that his own table, at all events,
shall be well supplied.’

Edward bade Oswald farewell and returned to
the Intendant’s. Soon after supper, Mr. Heather-
stone conversed with Edward for about an hour and
was then conducted by him to his own room.
Edward did not sleep much that night. The no-
velty of his situation and of his prospects, and his
own speculation thereon kept him awake to a late
hour in the night.

He awoke in good time next morning, ate a
substantial breakfast, and took leave of the Inten-
dant and the two girls, having renewed his promise
to return the next day and enter on his duties.

6
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~ Edward returned to the cottage and told his
brother about his kind reception in the Intendant’s
house. Humphrey was much pleased to hear that
Edward had agreed to become secretary to the
Intendant.

Edward made preparations to leave his brother
and sisters to go to Mr. Heatherstone and enter on
his duties as his Secretary. To please his sisters,
he put on his new clothes; and they thought
he looked very well in them and said that it re-
minded them of the days of Arnwood.

After breakfast, Edward got the pony-cart
ready, put his linen in it, and left the cottage. Pablo
and Smoker accompanied him in the cart. They
duly arrived at the Intendant’s house.

Edward put Smoker in the kennel and
had a slight chat with Oswald. Meanwhile Pablo
sat on the carpet in the sitting-room and was amus-
ing the Intendant and the girls very much. Then
Pablo had something to eat and the cart was filled
with pots of flowers and several other little things
as presents from Patience, and Pablo drove back to
Jacob’s cottage.

When Edward spoke to Patience and address-
ed her as Mistress Heatherstone, the Intendant
said: ‘Edward Armitage has come to live here as
one of the family and he will be treated as one of
us. I shall address him as Edward and it is my
wish that he should be on the same familiar terms
with us all. Ceremony must be waived as much as
possible. He hes my full permission to address my
daughter by her baptismal name and he may reserve:
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< Mistress Heatherstone’ for the time when they
have a quarrel. '

In a few days, Edward became quite at home,
In the forenoon, Mr. Heatherstone dictated a letter
or two to him, which he wrote ; and his time after
that was chiefly spent in the company of Patience
and Clara. The days passed so agrreably tha
Edward could hardly think it possible that a fort-
night had passed away, when he got leave to go
over to the cottage and see his sisters.

With the Intendant’s permission, Patience and
Clara accompanied him ; and the joy of Alice and
Edith was great, to have them in their midst. Alice
had cooked her best dinner and Humphrey and
Pablo were at home to receive them.

Then Edward gave Humphrey a commission,
He asked him to go to the place where, the robbe» in
Clara’s cottage had said, he had buried his treasure
and find out if what he had said was true.

Patience had a very pleasant time of it with
Alice and Edith. They had become very intimate
with each other and had no longer any restraint;
and they had a very merry dinner party.

After dinner Patience went out with Alice and
Edith, and looked over the garden and farm and
was immensely delighted.

The hour of parting arrived, as it was a long
ride back and they could not afford to stay longer,
if they were to get home before dark. So, Patience
and Clara set off again, little Edith orying after
them, ‘Come again soon ; Patience, you must come
again soon !’
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CHAPTER XXII
HEATHERSTONE'S ADVICE TO EDWARD

The summer had now advanced, when Oswald
one day said to Edward : i

¢ They say that the King is in Scotland, and
that the Scotch have raised an army for him.’

¢ The Intendant has never mentioned it to me,’
replied Edward. ¢ If what you say is true, I will
join the army at once. I should be a craven to
remain here, while the king is fighting for his own.’

Edward, much excited by the intelligence,
went into the room where the Intendant was and
looked much flushed. The Intendant said : ¢ Ed-
ward, sit down. I don’t deny it is important news
which has arrived. I presume your present feeling
is to go to Scotland without delay and join the
army.’

" ¢Such is my intention, ’ Edward replied; ‘it is
my duty, sir.’

‘Let me discuss the question a little with
you,” observed Mr. Heatherstone. ‘The first
duty you owe in life is to your family
in their present position. A false step on your part
would be their ruin. It will be my duty to report
your action to the Government ; and even when I
do it, they are sure to suspect me, because you
have been in my service. If younow go to Scotland
you will do yourself and me harm, and can do no
good to the king. If you will read these letters,
you will be convinced that what I say is true.’

Then Mr. Heatherstone handed three letters to
Edward, from which it was clear that the king’s
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friends in England believed that the time was not
yet.ripe for the attempt and that it would be a vain
sacrifice to stir in the matter. Edward further
learned that the Scotch army was composed of the
greatest enemies to the king.

In the circumstances, the Intendant advised
Edward to remain quiet for the time being, Edward
wés satisfied and promised that in future he
would be entirely guided by him.

" Edward left the Intendant, much pleased with
the interview and the Intendant kept his word, and
concealed wnothing from Edward. Everything
turned out exactly as Mr. Heatherstone had pre-
dicted. The Scotch army was cut to pieces by
Cromwell and the king retreated to the Highlands.

Edward continued at the Intendant’s and gave
much satisfaction to Mr. Heatherstone. He some-
times went out to shoot deer with Oswald and of‘cn
supplied venison also to his brother and sisters at
the cottage. During the autumn, Patierce very
often went to the cottage, and sometimes her father
accompanied her,

Patience often sent Alice and Edith many
little things of use to them and some very good
books also.

Humphrey in the evenings read with his sisters;
and Pablo learned to read and write.

CHAPTER XXIII
ROBBERS ATTACK EDWARD'S COTTAGE
As advised by Edward, Humphrey went to the
spot mentioned by the robber at Ratcliffe’s cottage
ag the one where he had hidden nis money, and
dug deep there. And presently he was able to lift oup
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8 box and place it on his cart.  As he was getting in
himself,three men came running towards him as<fast
as they could, provided with guns. Humphrey knew
hig danger and set off, putting Billy to a full trot.
The men fired at Humphrey, but the bullets whistl-
ed past him without doing any harm.

In ar hour, Humphrey was at the cottage and
he then told Alice what he had done and the danger
that threatened him. He feared a night attack.
‘I should not be surprised,’ said Humphrey to
Pablo, ¢if the cottage were attacked this night.’

¢We'll fight,” answered Pablo; ‘let us first
make fast the front and back door ; next we must
make holes in the doors for us to fire through.’

So they brought some pieces of squared
timber and fitted then to the doors and windows, so
that they might not be forced open. With a small
saw, Humphrey next cut a hole or two to fire
through.

It was dark before they had finished this work.
And then they got their arms ready for service and
loaded them.

They had their supper and the sisters were
asked to go to bed. Alice, however, was ready to
load a gun; and Edith, to takeit to Humphrey as
fast as it was loaded. Pablo lay down on his bed
and soon began to ‘snore. Humphrey remained
awake till past three o’clock in the morning, but no
rohbers came; and so he himself fell asleep and
did not awake till broad daylight. Then they took
down the barricades.

¢ Now, Pablo, get your breakfast, while I write
a letter to the Intendant,’ said Humphrey ; ‘and
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then you must saddle Billy and go‘over to him as
fast as you can with the letter. I shall expect you
back at night and some people from there with you.’

Pablo finished his breakfast and set off to the
other side of the forest.

Humphrey was on the look-out with his two
dogs by his side, to give him notice of the approach
of any one, long before he might see them. DBut
nothing occurred during the whole day ; and when
the evening closed in, he barricaded the doors and
windows and remained on the watch. Just as it
was davk, Pablo returned with a note from Edward,
saying that he would come over and arrive at the
cottage by ten o’clock with a large party.

Humphrey was reading a book. Pablo was
dozing in the chimney corner and the two girls had
lain down on the bed in their clothes—when buch
the dogs gave a low growl.

Pablo started up.

Again the dogs growled. A short time of anxi-
ous silence succeeded, for they could not guess
whether the visitors were friends or foes. The dogs
now sprang up and barked furiously at the door.
Humphrey silenced them, when a voice was heard
from outside, begging for admission to a poor be-
nighted traveller. It was evident this was not the
party from the Intendant. Pablo put a gun into
Humphrey’s hand, and took another for himself
and removed the light into the chimney.

When the request from outside was repeated,
Humphrey answered that he never opened the door
at that hour of the night and would not do it now.
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Having spoken these words, Humphrey went
back with Pablo into the fire-place and had hardly
faken a seat, when a gun wasfired into the lock of
the door, which was blown off into the room ; and
had it not been for the barricades, the door musb
have flown open. The robbers appeared surprised ;
and one of them inserted his arm into the hole
made in the door, to find out what farther obstacle
there was to open it. Pablo noticed this, slipped
past Humphrey, and getting near the door, dischar-
ged his gun under the arm which had been thrusé
into the hole. The party gave a loud cry, and fell
at the threshold outside.

‘I had rather you had fired through his arm’,
said Humphrey ; ¢ that would have disabled him
and it would have sufficed’.

- “Corbould was shot through his leg’, replied

Pablo in a low voice ; ‘and he came again to rob.
If he had been shot dead, there would have been an
end to his villainy’.
. The dogs now flew to the back of the cottage,
pointing out thereby that the robbers were attempt-
ing that side. Humphrey went to the back door,
stood within four feet of it, and fired just above
where the dogs held their noses and barked. At the
same time, Pablo fired his gun through the hole in
the front door, as directed by Humphrey.

The dogs were now more quiet, and it looked
as if the robbers had retreated from the back door.

For a time, there was deep silence.

At last the attack was renewed. The dogs flew
backwards and torwards, as if the robbers were ab
both points. At the same time, a crash was heard
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in'Alice’s bed chamber and this told them that the
robbers had burst in the small window in that room,
which Humphrey had not attended to. It was so
small that a man could hardly thrust his body
through it. Humphrey was, however, quite equal
to the new danger. It was clear he and Pablo dared
not leave the two doors. So he opened the room
and sent Holdast within ; and Walch, the other
dog, was not content to be idle. He also went in,
wishing to share the glories of his companion.
Presently, oaths and curses, mingled with the
savage yells of the dogs, told them that a conflict
Wwas go.ng on.
< The robbers were evidently no ordinary thieves.
They now succeeded in battering both the front
and back doors with heavy pieces of timber at the
same time. Pablo and Humphrey both again fired
through the door; when, luckily, all of a sudd:n,
other sounds were heard: firing of shots, loud cries,
and angry oaths and exclamations. :
‘The Intendant’s people have come’, said
Humphrey; ‘I am sure of it.’
Shortly afterwards, the voice of Edward was
heard to call out from outside :
¢ Are you all safe, Humphrey ?’
¢ Yes, all safe Edward’, Humphrey replied.
The door was then unfastened and Edward
stepped over the body of a man which lay at the
threshold.
. He was followed by Oswald and some other
men, leading in the prisoners.
. ‘TFirst see who is in my bearoom, Edward’,
said Alice, ‘for the dogs are still there’,
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Edward went in and found a man half in the
window and half out, held by the throat and suffo-
cated by the two dogs. He took the dogs off and
desired his men to secure the robber and find out:
whether he was alive or dead. ‘

He and Humphrey then went to examine the
body outside the door and found that it was Corbould
who had gone to his solemn account.:

On inquiry they found, that of all the robbers,
to the number of ten, not one had escaped. Eight
they had made prisoners and the remaining two
were Corbould and the man whom the dogs had
seized and was found to be quite dead. The robbers
were all bound and left under the charge of Oswald
and five of his men. Edward and Humphrey im-
mediately went with seven men to Clara’s cottage,
and knocked several times. At last the door was
opcned. There was only one man who was found
in it and he was seized and taken prisoner. They
then went back home with their prisoner and by
the time they arrived, it was daylight.

The Intendant’s servants had their breakfast
and Edward returned with his prisoners. Pablo
also went and drove the cart which carried the two
dead bodies. The capture cleared the forest of the
robbers who had so long infested it, for they never
found any more attempts at robbery made from
that time.

Before Edward left, Humphrey had examined
the Hox which he had dug up from under the oak and
which had occasioned such danger to the inmates
of the cottage, and found within it a sum of £ 40 in
gold, a bag of silver, and silver spoons, candle~
sticks, and ornaments for women. Edward took &
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ligt of the contents, and, when he returned,, stated
to the Intendant all that had occurred at his cottage
and asked what he should do with the money and
articles Humphrey hand found.

¢ I wish you had said nothing to me about it,”
said the Intendant, ¢ although I am much pleased
with your open and fair dealing. I canrot say any-
thing, except chat you had better let Humphrey
keep it till it is claimed—which, of course, will
never be.’

CHAPTER XXIV

HUMPHREY CAPTURES FOREST PONIES

The winter set in very severe, and the nights
were dark and long. For a long time, Humphrey
wished to capture some forest ponies. The poor
animals could obtain no grass in the forest and they
were almost starved. Humphrey went out with
Pablo, and found a herd at a distance of about five
miles from the cottage, and near to Clara’s. They
took with them as much hay as they could carry and
placed themselves near an avenue, about a hundred

ards wide. And by srpeading small bundles of

ay over it, Humphrey drew the herd into it.
Repeating this every day, he caused the ponies to
visit the place every morning.

One day, Humphrey resolved to make a trial
and see if the ponies could’ be captured; and got
Pablo, with his gipsy skill and experience, to make
a lasso and get ready half a dozen ropes with slip-
pooses. ,

So, before daylight the next day, he and Pablo
went with the dogs and a large bundle of hay to a
mound of drift snow which they had already



92 THE CHILDREN OF

chosen. They then tied the dogs up on each side,
and ordered them to lie down and be quiet. They
themselves walked away and stood far enough from
the drift-snow.

About daylight the ponies came to pick up
the hay as usual. While they were busy, feeding on
the hay, Hamphrey and Pablo shouted as loud ag
they could and ran up to them. As they called
to the dogs, they immediately set up barking on
each side. The ponies, in great alarm, galloped
away over the drift snow and arrived at the mound.
They plunged into it and, notwithstanding all their
efforts, many of them stuck fast altogether.

Humphrey and Pablo ran fast and, coming
up with them, threw the lasso over the neck of one
pony, and the ropes over two more, which were
floundering in the snow there together. The other
ponies got clear and escaped with great difficulty.
The three ponies that were captured, struggled
furiously ; but the ropes round thei~ necks were
drawn tight and they were almost choked and
rendered unable to move. Humphrey then tied
their forelegs ; and loosed the ropes round their
necks, to enable them to recover their breath.

Then Pablo asked how they were to be taken
home. Hamphrey could not think of any way by
which it might be done. Pablo suggested that, if
the ponies were starved for a day or two, they
might get tume. But all the same he was for
taking one home that very day.

Pablo put the halter on, and tied the end short
o the foreleg of the pony, so that it could not walk
without bringing the head close to the ground. Then
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he put the lasso round its neck, to choke it, if it was
too unruly. Having done this, he cast loose the
ropes which had tied its forelegs together.

Then Humphrey held one part of the lasso on
one side, and Pablo on the other, keeping the pony
between them. The dogs kept barking at it behind.
So they continued with much exertion and trouble
to take the pony to the cottage. He was there
ia.sgened securely to the manger, and left without

ood.

The next day, they adopted the same plan and
brought the other two ponies also and secured them
alongside of the other. The animals were made to
fast for two days and had become so tame that they
ate oub of Pablo’s hand and submitted to be stroked
and caressed. They were soon broken in. At first,
when Pablo mounted, they plunged and kicked; but
gradually, in the course of a month, they were all
three tolerably quiet for riding.

CHAPTER XXV

EDWARD LEAVES FOR LONDON

One day, a messenger arrived from London to
the Intendant, announcing that King Charles had
been crowned in Scotland, with great solemnity and
magnificence.

Mr. Heatherstone then sent for Edward and
said—

‘I know your anxiety to serve your king,
Edward, and shall not prevent it.

" ¢ Just now the plot thickens. My relative Ashley

Cooper tells me that the king’s army is well appoint-
ed. So I shall send you to London and I will give
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you letters to those who will advise you how to
proceed. You may take the black horse; he will
bear you well. There is no time to be lost, for
Cromwell, who is still at Edinburgh, will take the
field as soon as he can. Are you rcady to start
fo-morrow morning ? ”’

¢ Yes,esir, quite ready,” replied Edward; ¢TI
cannot go over to the cottage and bid farewell to
my sisters. I must send Oswald over instead ; in
the evening, the Intendant gave Edward the letters
he had promised, and a considerable sum of money,
telling him where to apply, if he needed more for
his expenses. He cautioned him on his behaviour
in many points, and also relative to his dress and
carriage during his stay in the metropolis.

¢ When once you leave London,’” said the In-
tendant, ¢ it would be dangerous to write to me.
Retain Sampson till you depart. When he returns,
T'll presume you have gone north. May Heaven
bless and protect you, Edward | I will not detain
you any longer.’

The next morning, Edward rose early and was
soon dressed. Walking softly downstairs so as not
to disturb anybody, he passed the sitting-room. But
Patience was already up and dressed, and said—

‘I do not pretend to surmise the reason of your
departure, as my father thinks it proper to be silent
upon it. I have a presentment,—I know not why——
thet you are about to encounter danger. If so, be
prudent for the sake of your dear sisters, and for the
sake of your friends.’

¢ I do promise you most faithfully, Patience,’
answered Edward, ¢ that I will ever have my sisters



THE NEW FOREST o5

and you in my thoughts, a.nd will not be rash,
compe what may .

Edward then kissed Patience’s hand and left
her room. In a few moments more, he was mount-
ed on a fine powerful black horse, and followed by
Sampson, was on his road to London.

. Sampson, who followed Edward, wus a very
powerful man, of a cool and silent character by no
means deficient in intelligence, and trustworthy
withal.

On the evening of the second day, Edward was
close to London ; and Sampson pointed out to him
St. Paul’s Cathedral and Westminster Abbey, and
othér objects worthy of note.

CHAPTER XXVI
EDWARD HALTS IN LONDON

¢ And where are we to lodge, Sampson ?’ in-
quired Edward.

¢ At the Swan with Three Necks in Holborn.
You will there be quiet and, if your affairs demand
it, unobserved ’, replied Sampson.

Before dark, they had arrived at the hotel.
Edward had procured an apartment to his satis-
faction and, feeling much fatigued, went to bed.

The following morning, with Sampson to guide
him, Edward set out for Spring Gardens to deliver
one of the confidential letters of the Intendant to
Mr. Langton. Edward duly reached the place end
wasg shown into a_handsomely fvrnished library.
He presently found himself in the presence of a tall
spare man, dressed after the fashion of the Round-
heads of the time and presented the letter.
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“You are right welcome, Master Armitage ’, said
Mr. Langton. ‘Young as you are, Mr. Heatherstone
has much confidence in you. I will have some letters
ready for you; and, in case of need, they will be such.
as will give a colouring to your proceeding, provided.
you do not choose to reveal your true object ’.

Mr. Langton then inquired about Clara Rat-
cliffe and asked how long Edward proposed to stiy
in the metropolis.

¢ I must be guided by your advice, sir ’, replied.
Edward. ‘I have naught to do here, unless it be
to deliver some three or four letters, given me by
Mr. Heatherstone ’. -

¢ My advice then is that you leave London
immediately >, said Mr. Langton. ‘I will give
you letters to some friends of mine in Lancashire
and Yorkshire ; in either country you can remain
uunoticed, and make what preparation you think
necessary. But do nothing in haste. Call upon
me to-morrow morning, an hour before noon, and
I’ll have letters ready for you’.

Edward left Mr. Langton’s house and deli-
vered the other letters of credence. He then:
returned to the hotel. Before he went to bed, he
told Sampson that he found that he had to leave
London on Mr. Heatherstone’s business and might
be absent some time and told him he was free to go
back to the Intendant.

Edward then made Sampson a present and
told him he might leave the next day as soon as he
pleased. He had no letter to send to Mr. Heather-
stone but asked Sampson to tell him that he would
write as soon as he had anything positive to
communijcate,
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. On the following day, Edward repaired to Mr.
Langton at the appointed hour and was 3eceived
verly cordially.

‘I am all ready for you, Master Armitage’,
said Mr. Langton. ¢ Here is a letter to two
Catholic ladies in Lancashire, who will take great
care of you. Here is another to a friend of mine in
Yorkshire. The lady lives about four miles from
Bolton ; and my Yorkshire friend in the city of
York. You may trust to either of them. Andnow
farewell. 1f possible, leave London before night-
fall ; the sooner, the better. If any one accosts you
on the road, put no trust in any profession. You.
of course, are going down to your relations in the
north. Have you pistols ?’

¢ Yes, sir. I have a pair which belonged to
the unfortunate Mr. Ratcliffe ’.

¢ Then they are good ones; I'll answer for it.
Farewell, Master Armitage, and may success attend
you !’

Mr. Langton held out his hand to Edward,
who respectfully took his leave.

Edward had a letter of credit upon a Hamburg
merchant and he delivered it. T'he merchant asked
Edward if he required money and Edward replied
that he did not at present, but that he had business
to do for his employer in the north, and might re-
quire some when there, if it was possible to obtain
it so far from London. The merchant requested Ed-
ward to call before he left London, and promised
that he would find some means of providing for
him as he wished.

7
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So, soon afier he took leave of Mr. Langton,
Edward called upon the Hamburg merchant, who
gave him a letter of credit to a friend who resiled
in the city of York.

CHAPTER XXVII -
EDWARD'S JOURNEY TO THE NORTH

Then Edward returned to the hotel, paid his
reckoning, and set off on the northern road. As it
was late in the afternoon before he was clear of the
metropolis, he did not proceed further than Barnet,
where he pulled up at the inn. Having seen his
horse attended to, he went into the room in the inn
where all the travellers sat together. x

When first Edward entered the room, there
were three persons in it and their appearance was
not pre-possessing. They eyed him as he entered,
and one of them said—

¢ That’s a fine horse you were riding, sir, Has
he much speed ? ’

¢ He has, ’ replied Edward.

¢ Going north, sir ? * inquired the same person.

¢ Not exactly ’, replied Edward, walking to the
window to avoid further conversation.

¢ The Roundhead is on the stilts ’, observed
another of the party.

¢ Yes ’, replied the first ; ¢ it is easy to see that
he lLias not been accustomed to be addressed by
gentlemen.’

Edward did not choose to reply, but folded his
arms, and looked at the man with contempt.
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The hostess who had overheard the oonver-
sation, called for her husband and desired him to
prevent any further insults to the young gentleman
who had just come in. The host who knew the
parties, entered the room and said—

¢ Now, clear out of this as fast as you can ;be
off with you, or I'll send for somebody wnom you
will not like .

The three men rose and swaggered, but obeyed
the host’s orders, and left the room.

¢ T am sorry, young master, that these men
should have affronted you; we know who they are,
and, if you are travelling far, you had better ride in
company.’

¢ Thank you for your caution, my good host’,
replied Edward.

Then he had his supper and went to his bed.

Early the next morning, he rose and went to
the stables to se2 his horse fed. The three men
were there, but they did not say anything to him.
Edward returned to the inn, called for breakfast,
and when that was finished, he took out his pistols
to renew the priming. While he was so occupied,
he happened to look up, and perceived one of the
men watching him with his face against the
window.

¢ Well, now you see what you have to expect,
if you try your trade with me ” thought Edward. .

. He then paid his reckoning, mounted, and rode
off. Before he was well clear of the town, the high-
waymen cantered past him on three well-bred
active horses. He had ridden about fifteen miles,
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when he saw the three men about a quarter of a
mile in advance of him. They were descending a
hill which was between them, and he soon lost:
sight of them again. When Edward himself
gained the summit, he heard the r2port of fire-
arms and soon after, a man on horseback, in full
speed, gakloped over the hill towards him. He had
a pistol in his hand, and his head tvrned back. He
did so, because the three robbers were closely pur-
suing him. Presently he fired, and one of the high-
waymen fell. The parties galloped on and were
passing him. Edward levelled at the second high-
wayman, and the man fell. The third saw this,
turned off from the road, cleared a ditch,-and
galloped away across the heath.

CHAPTER XXVIII

EDWARD AND CHALONER

The man who had been attacked rode up to
Edward, saying—

¢I have to thank you, sir, for your timely aid ’.

¢ You are not hurt, I trust, sir ? inquired Ed-
ward.

¢ No ’, replied the man. ¢They attacked me
about half a mile from here. I sprung my horse
out of the road to a neighbouring thicket, so as not.
to be surrounded. One of them rode forward to
stop my passage, and the other two rode round and
gob behind me. I thought I could gain a start
upon them by riding back again, and they imme-
diately gave chase. The result you saw. Between.
us we have broken up the gang, for both these men
seem dead or nearly so.’
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Edward and the new-comer decided to leave
the wo men where they were and rode together.
The stranger was bound for York and it very well
agreed with Edward’s plan. The new companion
had a gentleman-like, frank, and courteous air
about him. He was powerful and well-made, of
apparently about one or two and twenty, and
remarkably handsome in person, dressed richly in
the cavalier fashion. As they proceeded, neither
party attempted by any question to find out who
his companion might be.

The stranger knew the country well and pro-
posed to direct their path, and Edward agreed. They
would avoid St. Albans and other large towns, as
they did not wish to satisfy the curiosity of people
or to have their motions watched. During the
whole of the journey, they never entered a town,
except when they rode through one, after dark. Aad
they put up only at humble inns on the roadside,
where, if not well attended to, they were 'at least
free from observation.

They became more and more intimate every
day. At last the stranger said—

¢ Master Armitage, I cannot help thinking that
you are bound north on the same business as myself,
which is to strike a blow for the king. Ifyou are
on the same errand, I have two old relations in
Lancashire, who are staunch to the cause ; and I
hope to remain with them, until I can join the
army. You may come with me and have kind
treatment and safety while under their roof.’

¢ And the names of these relatives of yours,
Master Chaloner ?’ said Edward.
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¢ Their name is Conynghame.’

Edward took out his letters and handed on= of
them to his fellow-traveller. The address was, ¢ To
the worthy mistress Conynghame of Portlake near
Bolton, County of Lancashire.’

Chaloner burst out with a laugh and said -
¢ This is excellent ! Two young men meet, bound on
the same business and going to the sa.ne rendezvous;
and for three days do not venture to trust each
other.’

¢ The times require caution,’ replied Edward.

Then they talked about the chances of the war
and concluded that everything wore a promising
appearance.

¢ My father fell at the Battle of Naseby ’ said
Chaloner, after a pause. ¢ And my property has in
consequence dwindled down from thousands to
hundreds. Were it not for my good old aunts who
supply me liberally and who will leave me their
estates, I should be but a poor gentleman.’

¢ My father also fell at Naseby,’ said Edward.

¢ Your father did ?’ observed Chaloner. “I do
not recollect the name—Armitage—he was not in
command there, was he ?’

¢ Yes, he was.’

¢ There was none of that name among the
officers, to the best of my recollection, young sir,”
replied Chaioner, with an air of distrust.

¢ I have spoken the truth,” replied Edward ;
‘let me be candid with you. My name is not
Armitage, though I have been called so for some
time. You have set me the example of contidence
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and 'l follow it. My father was Colonel Beverley
of Prince Rupert’s troop.’

Chaloner started with astonishment.

¢ What you say is true, at last ’ said he ;¢ You
are the very picture of your father. I knew your
father well. A more gallant cavalier never drew
sword. Come, Beverley, we must be sworn friends
in life and death. Edward confided to Chaloner
the history of his life.

Late in the evening, they arrived at Portlake.
Chaloner was recognised by one of the keepers who
hastencd forward to announce his arrival. In the
hall, they were met by the old ladies, who were
immensely delighted to see their nephew, as they
feared that some danger had befallen him.

¢ And something did very nearly happen to
me,’ said Chaloner. ¢ Thisfriend saved me. Nut-
withstanding his Puritan attire, he is a Cavalier
devoted to the good cause. He is the son ol Colonel
Beverley, who fell at Naseby with my good father.’

They then heartily welcomed Edward and all
went to a sitting-room, where they had their supper.

From Colonel Middleton’s letter to him,
Chaloner learnt that the king’s army was between
London and that of General Cromwell, with three
days’ march in advance.

¢ And where is the army at this moment ?’
inquired Edward. '

¢ It will be but a few miles from us to-night.
To-morrow we will join, if it please you,” said
Chaloner.

¢ Most willingly,’ replied Edward.
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They conversed for an hour more. Their
rooms were then shown to them and they returied
for the night.

CHAPTER XXIX

EDWARD BECOMES CAPTAIN OF HORSE

The next morning Chaloner. heard from
General Middleton that the king’s army was
encamped on the evening before, about six miles
from Portlake. Then the young men began hastily
to dress themselves. Chaloner found the dress of
Edward unsuitable and gave him choice of some
of his own, made for him when he was a younger
and slighter-made man a year or two before. Then
they had their breakfast, took leave of the old ladies,
received their blessings, and set off for the camp.
Ar hour’s ride brought them to their outposts and
they were taken to the tent of General Middleton,
who received Chaloner with great warmth as an
old friend, and was very courteous wo Edward, as
the son of Colonel Beverley.

¢ Chaloner,’ said Middleton ; ¢ we are raising a
troop of horse. The Duke of Buckingham com-
mands it, but Massey will be the real leader ; you
have influence here and, I have no doubt, will bring
us many good hands,’

¢ Where is the Earl of Derby ?’
¢ Joined us in the morning.’
¢ And General Lesley ?’

¢ Is by no meansin good spirits : Why I know
not. His Majesty must be visible by this time. If
you are ready, I'll introduce you.’
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Then Chaloner and Edward were taken to
whiere the king had taken up his quarters for the
night and admitted into his presence.

¢ Allow me, your Majesty,” said General
Middleton, ¢ to present to you Major Chalone-,
whose father’s name is not unknown to you.’

* ¢ On the contrary,’ replied the king, ¢ his name
is well known to us as a loyal and faithful subject,
whose loss we deplore. I have no doubt that his
son inherits the father’s courage and his fidelity.’

The king held out his hand, and Chaloner bent
his knee and kissed it.

* ¢ And now, your Majesty will be surprised that

I should presént one of a house supposed to be
extinct—the eldest son of Colonel Beverley.’

¢ Indeed ! replied his Majesty ; ¢ I heard that
all the family perished at the ruthless burning of
Arnwood. You are welcome, young sir—mosf
welcome to us ; you must be near us ; the very name
of Beverley must be pleasing to our ears by night
or day.’

Edward knelt down and kissed his Majesty’s
hand.

¢ What can we do for a Beverley ?’

¢ Pray, allow me, your Majesty, to be near you
in the hour of danger,’ replied Edward.

- ¢ A right Beverley reply,’ said the king, and

so we shall see to it, Middleton.’ -

Then Chaloner and Edward withdrew. General
Middleton was recalled by the king for a minute or
two to receive his commands. When he rejoined
Edward and Chaloner, he said to Edward—
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~ “You are commissioned as Captain of horse,
and attached to the king’s personal staff. Itis a
high compliment to the memory of your father and.
your own personal appearance. Chaloner will see
to your uniforms and accoutrements, you are well
mounted, I believe. You have no time to lose, as-
we march tp-morrow for Warrington, in Cheshire.”
And so General Middleton left them.
Edward was soon equipped and attended upon:
the king.
CHAPTER XXX

THE KIN®'S ARMY IS CRUSHED. HIS FLIGET

When they arrived at Warrington, a body of
horse was there to oppose their passage onwards.
They were charged and they ﬁeg with a trifling
loss. The truth was that they had been ordered by
Cromwell only to harass and delay the march of the
king, and not seek an engagement. This seeming
success induced the king to send back the Earl of
Derby and many other important officers into Lanca-
shire and collect the royal adherents there and in
Cheshire. Besides this, it was thought advisable
tomarch the army direct to London. But, for
many reasons, this plan was dropped and the army
marched to Worcester, a town well affected to the
king, and where provisions were also abundant.
This was done and the city opened the gates.

The first bad news which now reached the
king was that the Earl of Derby’s party was defeated.
and dispersed by a regiment of militia which had
surprised them during the night, when they were
all asleep. The Earl of Derby himself was made
prisoner.
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Edward and Chaloner considered the s{tuation,.
as.being altogether void of hope.

¢ The Duke of Buckingham claimed the com-
mand of the army and the king having refused it,
he is discontented. General Lesley is dispirited
and thinks bad of the cause. Middleton alone does-
his duty. In the circumstances, Cromwell is sure
to be upon us, before we are aware of it. We are
in a state of sad confusion—officers quarrelling,.
men disobedient, much talking and little doing.’

Such was the aspect of the king’s cause, as it
appeared to the two young men.

* Several more days passed and at last news
arrived that Cromwell was within half a day’s
march of them and that he had collected all the
militia on the route. All was amazement and con-
fusion.

The army of Cromwell at last appeared in
sight. In a very brief time the armies were
engaged. Middleton was wounded. Duke Hamil-
ton had his leg taken off by a round shot. And
many gentlemen had fallen. The troops, deserted
by the remainder of the army, gave way and the
route was general.

His Majesty left at night with two of his.
servants, whom he dismissed as soon as it was
day-light, believing that his chance of escape would
be greater, if he was quite alone. ‘

It was discovered only the next morning that-
the King had left them. Then they determined to
separate and those who had come from Scotland
made a hasty retreat.
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CHAPTER XXXI

EDWARD AND CHALONER ESCAPE SOUTH

And now Chaloner and Edward considered
‘what they were to do. :

¢ If you will permit me, I will accompany you
to the NewcForest ’, said Chaloner. ¢ All the pur-
suit will be to the northward, to intercept and over-
take the retreat into Scotland. I cannot therefore
go to Lancashire ; and, indeed, they will be looking
for me everywhere .

Just then, they were joined by Grenville, whose
voice they immediately recognised. He was one of
the King’s pages and was deserted by his com-
panions. He proposed to join Edward and Chaloner,
if they permitted him to do so.

Edward readily agreed to Grenville’s proposal.

¢ Now what I propose ’, said Edward, ¢ is this.
Let us strip off the dresses and accoutrements of
the Parliamentary dragoons who are lying dead,
and dress ourselves in them. We can then pass
through the country in safety. ’

Chaloner approved the proposal.

Then they stripped three of the Parliamentary
troopers, dressed themselves in their uniform,
n;ounted their horses, and made all haste from the
place.

+ It was eight o’clock in the evening, but still
not very dark. Eo they rode on some more miles
and at last came to a small village, where they dis-
mounted at an ale-house and put their horses into
the stable.
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‘We must be insolent, and brutal in our man-
neys, or we shall be suspected . ’
¢ Very true ’, said Grenville, giving the ostler a-
kick, and telling him to bestir himself, if he did not-
want his earc cropped.

They entered the ale-house and soon found out
that they were held in great terror. Tlrey ordered
everything of the best to be brought to them, and
threatened to set fire to the house, if it was not. It
was certain to the people of the place that the three
men belonged to Cromwell’s horse ; and when they
set off again in the morning, they paid for nothing
that they had ordered.

* They now rode fast, inquiring at the places
which they passed through, whether any fugitives
had been seen. So well did they manage, that
after four days they had gained the skirts of the
New Forest and concealed themselves in a thicket
till night time. And then Edward proposed that
he should conduct his two friends to the cottage,
where he would leave them till his plans were
arranged.

CHAPTER XXXII

EDWARD'S RETURN TO THE COTTAGE

So, as soon as it was dusk, the three travellers
left their retreat and soon arrived at the cottage.
At first, there was alarm in the house created by
the clattering of the swords and accoutrements and
the appearance of troopers in their midst. But the
voice of Edward calling in Alice and Edith dissip-
ated it and in another minute, he was in the arms
of his brother and sisters.
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Edward lost no time to introduce his friends to
his brother and sisters ; and they offered a mecst
hearty welcome to the new-comers. Supper was
soon on the table ; and Edward and Chaloner and
Grenville did ample justice to the mezl, for they
bhad not fared over-well during the three prece-
ding days.

Humphrey was able to ascertain that the true
cause was entirely lost and that his brother and the
two others had escaped from the field.

When supper was over, beds were made ready
for the two friends and they retired for the night.

Edward remained half an hour longer with
Humphrey and told him roughly what had happen-
ed to the King.

¢ And now, Humphrey ’, he continued, ¢ Chalo-
ner and Grenville cannot remain here for many
reasons. I propose to remove them to Clara’s cot-
tage and we’ll send them all that they want. They
intend to go abroad and, till then, we’ll take care
of them. I must be off to the Intendant’s to-
morrow, and the day after I witl come over to you.
Meanwhile, our guests can remain here, while you
and Pablo prepare the cottage for them.’

CHAPTER XXXIII

EDWARD NARRATES HIS ADVENTURES TO THE INTENDANT

The next morning, Edward put on his Parlia-
mentary accoutrements and rode fast to the house
of tha Intendant, where he arrived before the in-
mates had left their bed-rooms. The first person
he met was Oswald and he told him how all was
lost and how he himself had escaped by changing
clothes with one of the enemy.
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Edward then went up to the yard in front of
the Intendant’s house, making no small clattering,
‘much to the surprise of Sampson. He threw him-
self off the horse and desired Sampson to take it to
the stable. He then entered the kitchen and, with-
out speaking a word to Phoebe, passed on to the
Intendant’s room and knocked.

¢ Who is there ? ’
¢ Edward Armitage ’.

The Intendant started back at the sight of Ed-
-ward in the trooper’s costume.

Edward then stated, in a few words, what had
happened, by what means he had escaped, and the
reason why he had kept on the trooper’s accoutre-
ments, and made his appearance in them.

‘ You have acted very prudently’, observed
the Intendant, ¢ and you have probably saved e.
Your absence bas been commented upon and made
known in high quarters, and suspicion has arisen in
consequence. Your return as one of the Parlia-
mentary forces will now put an end to all ill-natured
remarks. I thank God you have returned safe to
us. You may now enter on your duties as Secre-
tary °’.

¢ I will, with your permission, sir, continue in
this costume ’, said Edward, for a whole daly !

¢ You are right, Edward. Go down to the
parlour. Patience and Clara will be anxiously
‘waiting for you. I'll join you there ’in a faw
minutes’.

Edward left the room and went downstairs.
Patience and Clara received him most joyfully :
Patience, in tears ; Clara, in wild mirth.
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The next day, Edward resumed his forester’s
dress and went over to the cottage, where, with the
permission of the Intendant, he proposed remaining
for a few days. Edward had, of course, acquaint-
ed the Intendant with his proposed plans relativer
to Chaloner and Grenville ; he approved them and
advised that they should gain the other side of the:
Channel af soon as they possibly could. Edward
found them all anxious for his return.

Humphrey and Pablo had been to Clara’s
cottage and made everything ready there for the
reception of the two cavaliers.

Chaloner and Grenville were quite at home
already in the cottage and not very keen to shift
their quarters.

Humphrey informed Edward of the manner in
which he captured the three forest ponies and Ed-
ward said in congratulation—

¢ Humphrey, this is indeed great credit:
to you. It is a pity you have to live secluded in
this forest, where your superior talents have no
wide scope for exercise .

He then narrated what had passed between
him and the Intendant, since his return. He then
gave Humphrey an order of appointment as ver-
derer, signed by the Intendant to be used as he
might find necessary. He also gave him a letter
ordering him to receive into his house two of the
troopers wno might be sent down there and find
them quarters and victuals, but not to be forced to
receive more. Until the search for fugitives was over,
he requested Chaloner and Grenville to retain their
accoutrements and remain at the cottage. Edward
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then put on the dress he had made” when he was
a.pﬁ)ointed Secretary ; for, he thought that'if any
military men came there as scouters to the Intend-
ant, he might have some authority over them. And
so Edward told his friends of the arrangements, in
case they were disturbed by the military parties.

¢ It is a most excellent arrangement, Beverley’
said Chaloner.

¢ Not-‘Beverley’-I pray you ; that name is to be
forgotten. It was only revived for the occasion.’

¢ Very true ; then, Master Secretary Armitage,
we must find out what troops will be sent down
here; for we must belong to some other!regiment.
I should think Lambert’s squadron will not be this
way .

¢ After what I have seen of the war, ’ conti-
nued Chaloner, ¢ I would gladly live here with you
and help to till the land—away from the world and
all its vexations. Would you and your brother
take me as a labourer, after all is quiet again ?°’

‘ You would soon tire of i, Chaloner ; you
were made for active exertion and bustling in the
world. ’

¢ Nevertheless I think, under two such amiable
pretty mistresses, I could stay well contented here ;
it is almost Arcadian. By the bye, Edward, if
ever you determine to remove your sisters from
here, remember my maiden aunts 4t Portlake.
They are wealthy and will do anything for your
sisters. They are alone and would be delighted to
have the care of the two sisters of ‘Edward Bever-
ley ; be sure of that.’

8
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¢ I shall be quite happy, if my sisters can have
the protection of your aunts. Their present posi-
tion as foresters is truly unworthy of them, but
circumstances have driven them to it,’ said Edward,

¢ I am delighted with your reply, Edward. I
have no doubt that my good aunts will be anxious
to have youy sisters as early as possible. To me, if
will be a great happiness when I am wandering
abroad to know that your sisters are under my
aunts’ roof and are being educated as they ought to
be ’, said Chaloner.

Agreeably to this proposal, Chaloner wrote to
his aunts and requested an early reply.

CHAPTER XXXIV

TROOPERS AT EDWARD'S COTTAGE

«Just then, Pablo came running out of breath
and cried out : ¢ Soldiers—plenty of them-—they
gallop thie way—also in other directions !’

¢ Now, Chaloner, we must get ourselves out of
this scrape. I am sure all will be well afterwards’,
said Edward.

¢ Bring the horses out to the door ; and,
Chaloner, you and Grenville, must wait within :
bring my horse out also, asif I had just ridden
over. I must go in and change my dress. Hum-
phrey, keep a look-out, and let me know when
they ~ome ’.

Chaloner and Grenville went in, and Edward
put on his dress cf Secretary. Presently, a party
of cavalry came galloping towards the cottage. An
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officer who was at their head spoke haughtily to
Humphrey and asked him who he was.

¢ T am one of the verderers of the Forest, sir,’
replied Humphrey respectfully.

¢ And whose cottage is that ? and whom have
you there ?’ .

¢ The cotiage is mine, sir. Two of the horses
at the door belong to two troopers who have come
in quest of those who fled from Worcester. The
other horse belongs to the Secretary of the Intend-
ant of the Forest, who has come over from the
Intendant with directions about the capture of the
rebels. ’

At this moment, Edward came out and saluted
the officer.

¢ This is the Secretary, sir, Master Armitage ’,.
said Humphrey and fell back.

¢ I have come to arrange for the capture of the
rebels. Of course, the Intendant has given me direc-
tions with regard to it. This man has to lodge two
troopers as long as necessary and I am to tell any
officer I may meet that Master Heatherstone and
his verderers will take good care that none of the
rebels are harboured anywhere in this direction and
that it would be well that the troops scour the
southern edge of the forest, as from there the fugi-
tives will try to embark for France’. 2

¢ What regiment do these troopers you have
here belong to?’

¢ I believe, to Lambert’s troop, but perhaps
they could answer better for themselves.’
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“Tell those men to come out ’, said Edward to
Humphrey. ,

¢ Yes, sir, but they are hard to wake, for they
have ridden from Worcester ; but I'll rouse them °.

¢ Nay, I cannot wait ’, rcplied the officer.

¢ If they are of Lambert’s troops, they have no
information to give.’ '

‘ Forward, men !” As he said so and passed on,
he saluted Edward. And in a minute or two, they
were far in the distance.

Edward and Humphrey then went in and
joined the party inside the cottage, who were in. a
state of no little suspense during the colloquy
.outside.

For a few days more, the Parliamentary forces
consinued to scour the forest, but no suspicion was
entertained against the cottage, owing to the pre-
sence of Ldward in if.

In about a fortnight, search in the forest was
altogether dropped.

It was then decided that Chaloner and Gren-
ville should dress like verderers, as it would enable
them to carry a gun. So dressed, the two friends
were taken to Clara’s cottage and they liked their
new residence even more than Humphrey’s cottage,
unused to the wonderfully interesting scenery and
life around taem. They had Holdfast for a watch.

Having arranged everything, Edward wentSto
the Intendant and narrated to him all that had
occurred in his dottage, how he had dealt with the
military men who had come searching the king
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and fugitives, and how he had temporarily disposed
of «his two friends.

Then Mr. Heatherstone showed Edward a letter
received from Government, which highly com-
mended his vigilance and activity in pursuit of the
fugitives. Edward then begged Mr. Heatherstone
to forward a letter from Chaloner, to cobtain credit
for money aud he very kindly promised to send
it through Langton.

Edward then left the Intendant and went #0
see Oswald.

CHAPTER XXXV

EDWARD'S PROPOSAL TO PATIENCE

Mr. Heatherstone had now for a considerable
time shown Edward much kindness and confidence.
The question now arose in Edward’s mind,—~how
far he was right in concealing from him his birth
and parentage. He felt it awkward to reveal it
without an opportunity. Anyway Edward resolved
that he would make the confession to Patience.
He felt she had become very dear to him, and that
he was in love with her.

But he was without a penny; and becoming
known as the heir of Beverley would be to his dis-
advantage. Would it not be a degradation that the
son of so noted a cavalier as Beverley should be
under the protection of the Intendant ?

But he was determined to confess to Patience,
ahd the opportunity came. C.

One day Clara caught cold and could not go
out in the evening for the usual walk with Patience
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and Edward, and remained at home. Patience and
Edward walked for some minutes in silence, when
Patience observed—

‘ You are very grave, Edward ’.
¢ T want an adviser and friend °.

¢ If you cannot, for any reason, think of my
father, why, advise with me and trust to me. You
know I am a sincere friend.’

¢ Yes. I'll accept your offer. I saw many
high-born women when I was away, but none
could I see equal to Patience Heatherstone. And
Patience was ever in my thoughts during my long
absence . .

* I thank you for your kind feelings towards
me ’, replied Patience ; ¢ but, Master Armitage, we
were talking about your secret ’.

" ¢ Master drmilage!’ rejoined Edward; ‘how
well you remind me, by that expression, of my
obscure birth and parentage, whenever I forget the
distance which I ought to observe !’

“You are wrong !’ replied Patience; ‘but you
flattered me so grossly, that I called you Master
Armitage to show that I disliked flattery ; that was
all. Do forget what I said. I did not mean to vex
you, but certainly wished to punish you for think-
ing me so silly as to believe such nonsense. ’

¢ Your humility may construe that into flat-
tery’ said Edward. ‘I might have added more in
perfect truth. I have been dreaming for a long
while. I’ll now speak plainly. I love you, Pa-
tience; love you so much, that to part from you
would be misery ; to know that you reject my love
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would be bitter as death. Now I admit you have a
right to be angry’.

‘I see no cause for anger, Edward’ replied
Patience. ‘I have always thought of you but as_a
friend and benefactor. I am young and must be
guided by my father.’
¢ ‘If your father raised no objection”’, said Ed-
ward, ¢ would my low birth be one in your opinion ?’

“Your birth has never come into my head’s
observed Patience. ‘Here comes my father, Ed-
ward !’

CHAPTER XXXVI

PARLIAMENT GRANTS ARNWOOD TO HEATHERSTONE
Mr. Heatherstone now joined them, and said—

‘I have been looking for you, Edward. I've
news from London which has rejoiced me much.’

They they walked to the house and fhe Inten-
dant gave him a letter to read, and said— This is
a grant, Edward, to me of a property which I have
long solicited for my services’.

Edward read it and found that Mr. Heather-
stone had solicited the parliament for the grant to
him of theproperty of Arnwood, and that it was
granted to him. He saw that the document was
signed by the Commissioners and that he might
take immediate possession. '

. Edward turned pale as he laid the document
down on the table. ‘

«We'll ride to-morrow, Edward, and look it
over. I intend to rebuild the house’.
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Edrvard made no reply.

But, asked if he was not well, Edward re-
lied—‘TI am well; but I am disappointed that you
ave accepted the grant of a property from the

present Government,—property, besides, so un-
justly sequestrated !’

¢ Look ‘nere, Edward’, replied the Intendant:

‘This is a property without an heir. The whole
family perished in the flames. There is no living
claimant. I have been offered others, but have
refused them. In obtaining this, I do harm to no
one. I trust you believe me, Edward, in what I
assert. ’

¢ If the Beverley family did not, as it is sup-

posed, perish in the flames, if a rightful heir to it
should at any time appear, would you then resign
the property to him ? ’ asked Edward.
¢ As I hope for Heaven, Edward, I would !’
replied the Intendant. ¢ And yet I do not de-
serve credit. There is no doubt that Jhe family all
perished. Arnwood will thus become the dower of
Patience Heatherstone. ’

Edward’s heart beat quick.

Then supper was announced. Edward looked
8o wretched that at supper he was tormented by
Clara incessantly inquiring what was the mat-
ter with him. Edward did not venture to look at
11)3‘933ience and, supper over, he hastily retreated to

ed.

Edward threw himself on his bed, but to sleep

was impossible.

He thought of the events of the day, over and

over again. He rose at daylight, and dressing
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himself, went down and saddled his horge. He
then desired Sampson to tell the Intendant that he
‘was going te the cottage immediately and that he
would return by the evening, and rode across the
forest. He arrived just as his brother and sisters
were sitting down to breakfast. He attempted tc
ke cheerful, but did not succeed ; and thy were all
grieved to see him look so pale and haggard. As
soon as breakfast was over, he took Humphrey
out and walking through the forest, gave him the
detail of what recently passed between the Inten-
dant and himself and said : * Now, Humphrey, you
know all. Remain in Mr. Heatherstone’s house
heteafter, I cannot. If the answer is favourable
from the Misses Conynghame, our sisters shall go
to $hem. Then for myself—I resolve to go abroad,
resume my name, and obtain employment in some
foreign service. I will trust to the king for help-
ing me to that. As for you, you may come with
;)ne and share my fortunes, or do what you think
etter. ’

‘I shall not decide rashly ’ answered Hum-
phrey. ¢ I shall remain here where I am, till I hear
from you.’

‘Beit so’, said Edward; ‘let me only see
(Iiny sisters well placed, and I shall be off the next
day .

Edward then mounted his horse and returned
to the Intendant’s. He did not arrive till late , and
then Mr. Heatherstone gave him a letter for Mr.
‘Chaloner, which was inclosed in one from Langton;
and informed Edward, with evident joy, that the
king had succeeded in escaping to France.
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¢ Thank God for that !’ exclaimed Edward.
And he retired without having exchanged a word
with Patience or Clara beyond the usual civilities
of the table.

CHAPTER XXXVI1I

EDWARD'S SISTERS ARE TAKEN TO THE MISSES
C
CONYNGHAME

The following morning, Edward set off for
Clara’s cottage and warmly shook hands with
his friends. He then handed to Chaloner the letter
given by the Intendant ; and Chaloner gave Ed-
ward the letter he had received from his aunts.
The Misses Conynghame were delighted at the ideas
of receiving the two daughters of Colonel Beverley,
and would treat them as their own ; they requested
that the girls might be sent to London immediately,
where the coach would meet them and take them
down to Lancashire.

‘I am much indebted to you, Chaloner ’, said
Edward ; ¢ I will send my brother off with my sis-
ters as soon as possible. You are returning to
France. If you will permit me, I shall accompany
you ’.

¢ That will be delightful ’, observed Chaloner.
¢ You had no such idea before. What, pray, has
determined you to this course ? '

¢ I'll tell you by and by ’, answered Edward ;
¢ as rcon as Humphrey returns, I'll come to you
and make preparations for our departure.’

The grief of Alice and Edith was vary great,
when the time came for leaving their brothers,
whom they loved very dearly. Humphrey and



THE NEW FORXST 128

they set off at the hour appointed and arrived safely
in London in three days. There, they found the
coach waiting at an address given in the letter.
Humphrey then gave his sisters into the charge of
an elderly waiting-woman sent for the purpose by
the Portlake ladies and they quitted him with
many tears.

Humphrey hastened back to the New Forest
and on his return, he found to his surprise that Ed-
ward was not there. So he went to Oswald and,
was told that Edward had been seized with a vio-
lent fever and was delirious for three or four days.
Humphrey, in great alarm and distress, went to his
brother’s sick-chamber and sat by his bedside.
After an hour or two, Edward perspired freely,
and his restlessness subsided into a deep slumber.
Presently, Mr. Heatherstone himself came and was
glad that Edward was improving. Turning ' to
Humphrey, he said—‘How are your sisters, Master
Humphrey ? My daughter bade me inquire after
them. I will send over to them and let them
know that your brother is better ’.

‘ My sisters are no longer at the cottage, Mas-
ter Heatherstone ’, replied Humphrey ; ¢ they have
gone to some friends who have taken charge of
them. I saw them safe to London myself, or I
should have known of my brother’s illness and
have been here before this. ’ '

The tone in which the words wers delivered
was strange and the Intendant quitted the room.

It was broad day-light. Then Oswald came
into the room and said : ¢ Master Humphrey, all
danger is now over. They say you remained here
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all night. I'll relieve you now, if you will let me
do so. Go and take a walk in the fresh air. It will
revive you ’.

¢ I will, Oswald, and many thanks’, said Hum-
phrey. ¢ My brother has woke up once. He will
know you when he wakes again, and then do you
send for mc .

When Humphrey returned, he found Edward
awake and talking to Oswald. Edward then said—

¢ My dear Humphrey, I trust I shall soon be
well and able to quit the house. I want either you
or Oswald to be always with me here. The Inten-
dant is sure to question me regarding our sisters and
certain other matters But I have no inclination
to answer him and do not wish to be left alone.
Also, I do not want to be forced to listen to what
they may say.’

¢ Depend upon it, it shall be so, Edward’,
answered Humphrey. .

A day or two later, the surgeon pronounced
Edward out of danger. All that he required was
(sitrength, which he trusted he could gain in a few

ays.

Wheu any one in the Intendant’s house in-
quired how he was, Edward always complained of
great weakness.

- One evening, Pablo came over with the horses
after it was dark. Oswald put them into the stable.
Early next morning, a little before break of day,
Edward came softly downstairs with Humphrey and
mounting the horses, they departed for the cottage.
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Edward, however, left a letter to be delivered
after his departure, in which he thanked the Intend-
ant sincerely for all the kindness and compassion
he had shown to him ; assured him of his gratitude
and kind feelings towards him and his daughter ;
but said that, owing to certain circumstances which
could not then be explained, he had to leave with-
out bidding thom farewell in person. He added
that he was about to embark immediately for the
Continent to seek his fortune in the wars. In the
end, he wished all prosperity to the family.

CHAPTER XXXVIII
EDWARD LEAVES FOR FRANCE

By this time all search for fugitives from Wor-
cester had been over and there was no difficulty for
any one to embark. So the next morning Edward,
Chaloner, and Grenville, set off for Southampton ;
and the same evening they embarked with their
horses in a smull sailing vessel and arrived at a.
small port of France on the following day. Hum-
phrey and Pablo returned to the cottage, very much
out of spirits at the separation.

Let us now return to the Intendant’s house.
‘When Oswald delivered Edward’s letter, the Inten-
dant read it with much astonishment. ¢ What could.
have been the circumstances Edward could not ex-
plain in person ? > Mr. Heatherstone asied himself.
Perhaps, he thought, Patience could throw some
ligh't ; and so he sought her immediately.

He handed to her Edward’s letter to himself
and she read it and could not help shedding tears.
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¢ Now, tell me, dear child, what passed, if any-
thing, between you and Edward .

¢ He told me, just before you came up to us
that evening, that he loved me ’.

¢ And what was your reply ?°’

¢ He saved my life, dear father, and I could
not be unkind. I could not tell him he was of low
birth. ’

¢ Then you rejected him ?’

¢ I suppose that he considered that I did so.
He had, however, a secret to disclose to me and he
would have confided it to me, had you not inter-
rupted us . -

¢ And now, Patience ’, said Mr. Heatherstone,
4 I ardently wished a union between you and Ed-
ward ; but I wished you to love him for his own
merits. ’

¢ I have done so father ’, replied Patience, ¢ al-
though I'did not tell him so .

The Intendant then said—

¢ Patience, listen. I have long suspected, and
have since been satisfied, that Edward Armitage is
no other than Edward Beverley, the eldest son of
Colonel Beverley, who, with his brothers and sis-
bers, was supposed to have been burnt to death at
Arnwood .

Patience stood, struck with astonishment.

#=> I had a strong suspicion ’, the father began
again, ¢ of it, from the boy’s mnoble appearance.
‘Then when I was at Lymington, I happened
to meet there one who had served at Arnwood.
I learnt from him the names of the Beverley
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children who were supposed to have perished in
the flames, and their ages. Then I went to the
Church register and extracted them. The names
and ages of Edward and his brother and sisters
exactly corresponded with the entries in the Church
Register and the information of Benjamin. It was
after this that I took Edward into our house and
nfade him mix freely in our house and become in-
timate with you. I was afraid the property of Arn-
wood would be given to some one else by the
Government. And so, I solicited it and gotit. I
fully hoped for your union with Edward and the
restoravion of Arnwood to him, though as your
dowry.’

‘I see it all now’, said Patience. ¢ In one
hour, he is rejected by me. In the next, he
finds you have obtained his property. Any
one, in the circumstances, is bound to be indignant
and look upon us with scorn. 'We have driven him
into danger and perhaps, father, we may never see
him again !’

¢ We must hope for the best, Patience. I’ll
see Humphrey and explain all.’

¢ But Alice and Edith—where are they gone,
father ?’

¢ I begged Langton to find it out. He tells
me that two young ladies of the name of Beverley
are with the Ladies Conynghame, aunts to Major
Chaloner. I'll write and obtain, as early as possible,
further information about them °.

Mr. Heatherstone rode over to the cottage the
next day, and gave a full explanation to Humphrey
of all that had occurred. And Humphrey who had
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a great deal of sterling good sense readily under-
stood that the Intendant had been their best friend.
At the request of Mr. Heatherstone, Humphrey
wrote without delay to his brother a$ the address.
which Chaloner had left with him and explained
everything.

CHAPTER XXXIX

EDWARD SERVES ABROAD

On his arrival at Paris, Edward was kindly
received by King Charles, who promised to assist
him in joining the army.

¢ You have to ehoose between two generals,
Conde and Turenne, both great in war.

Conde is my favourite. I'll give you letters to-
him. He'll soon be in arms, opposed to this dis-
honest Court, who have kept me here as an instru-
ment to accomplish their own wishes, but who have
never intended to keep their promises and place me
on the Emnglish throne .

Furnished with the necessary credentials from
the king, Edward saw the Prince of Conde.

¢ You are highly spoken of for so young a man.
So you were at the affair of Worcester ? We'll
retain you. Can you procure any of your country-
men ?’ said Conde.

¢TI know but of two ’, replied Edward.

¢ Bring me the officers to-morrow at this hour
Monsieur beverley. Au revoir I’

Edward went to Chaloner and Grenville and
told them of the Prince’s request and they both
were at the Prince’s levee the next day and
were introduced by Edward.

¢
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-I am happy, §entlemen ’, said the Prince, to
have the services of such fine young men as you.
I am now about to depart to Guienne. Be so good
as to enlist as many of your countrymen as you
can, and follow me there.’

A month later, Conde set up the standard of
revolt. KEdward and his friends joingd his forces
with about 500 Englishmen and Scotsmen. And
very soon afterwards, Conde obtained a great
victory and then advanced to Paris itself.

Turenne, the commander of the French army
followed him and a severe action was fought in
which neither party had the advantage. But
eventually Conde was beaten back by the superior
force of Turenne, and fell back te the frontiers of
Champagne.

Edward had in the meantime received
Humphrey’s letter explaining the Intendant’s
conduct ; and the contents removed a heavy load
from his miiud. And though he fondly cherished
the idea of Patience, he was resolved to follow the
fortunes of the Prince as long as he could. He
however wrote to the Intendant and thanked him
heartily for his kind feelings and intentions towards
him.

Conde now had the command of the Spanish
forces in the Netherlands, and Edward with his
friends followed him there, gained his goodwill,
and was rapidly promoted. ‘ ‘

. Time flew on and the Court of France con-
cluded an alliance with Cromwell and expelled
King Charles from the French frontiers. The war
was still carried on in the Netherlands and the

9
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Court ot Spain, wearied with reverses, made over-
tures of peace, which were gladly accepted by the
French.

Conde was pardoned and the armies were
disbanded, and the three adventurers were free.
They then took their leave of the Prince who com-
mended theiy long and meritoreous services, and
hastened to King Charles who had come to the Low
Countries.

Meanwhile Cromwell’s son, Richard, who had
been nominated Protector had resigned and every
thing was ready for the Restoration of King

Charles.
CHAPTER XXXIX

RESTORATION: EDWARD MARRIES PATIENCE

In May 1660, Charles had been proclaimed
King and a large body of gentlemen went to invite
him over. ‘The King was met at Dover by General
Monk and conducted to London, which he entered
amidst the acclamations of his people. Edward,
Chaloner, and Grenville were of course among the
most favoured of those in his train.

The procession passed along and the three
young men zode side by side as gentlemen in wait-
ing. Alice and Edith, now grown into lovely,
handsome girls under the kind care of Chaloner’s
aunts, recognized Edward. ¢ Alice, that's Edward!’
said Edith so loud as to be heard by the king.

¢ Are those your sisters, Edward ?’ said the
King.

¢ They are, your Majesty.’
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The King rose in his stirrups, ‘and made a low
oheisance to the window where the girls were
standing. It was a proud day for the Beverleys.

The ceremonies were over and Edward and
his friends escaped from their personal attentions
to the King and went to the residence of the Ladies
Lonynghame and his sisters.

The joy of this meeting after so many years’
absence was great, and Edward’s sisters, thanks to
Chaloner’s aunts, had grown to be accomphshed
and elegant young women, and the two friends
were very warmly received by them,

¢ Patience Heatherstone is here, Edward,’ said
Edith; ‘she is the reigning belle, and the toast of
all London.’

Edward was in raptures.

¢ She is as good as she is handsome,” Edith
went on. ‘Moreover she treats all the gallants with
perfect indiffrrence. She is staying with her uncle,
Sir Ashley Cooper. Her father is also in town, for
he called here with her to-day.’

“When did you hear from Humphrey, Edith ?’
said Edward.

‘A few days back. Hehas left the cottage
altogether.’

¢ Indeed ! Where does he reside, then ?’

‘At Arnwood. The house has been rebuilt and
I understand it is a princely mansion. Humphrey
is'in charge of it.’

¢ It belongs to Mr. Heatherstdne, does it not ?’
asked Edward.
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¢How can you say so?’ said Alice. ‘You
received Humphrey’s letters long ago. Your
property and a woman you love are offered to you
in one lot. You will not accept them. You wish
them to be divided and handed cver to you
separately. Is thisall ?’

‘What you all fail to see is just this’, said
Edward. ‘I have a certain pride -and it wont
permit me to take as a favour what by right is
mine. I intend to appeal to the king and demand
the restoration of my property. He cannot refuse
it.

¢ Put not your trust in princes, brother,” replied
Alice. ¢Besides, remember that Mr. Heatherstone
and Sir Ashley Cooper have done the king much
more service than you have done or can do. They
have been most important agents in his restoration
and the king’s obligations to them are very great.
Moreover, Mr. Heatherstone knows your feelings
and will surely respect them. He has doubtless
spoken his mind to Humphrey. Do wait and act
after you have seen Humpbrey.’

¢ Your advice is good and I will be guided by
it,” said Edward.

¢And now let me give you some advice for
your friends, Masters Chaloner and Grenville.
Much of their property has been given away to
others and they expect that the king will restore it
all. Those Wﬁo hold the property think so too.
But wiser heads than mine think that the king
will not accede to the applications. The best
course will be for your friends to meet the parties
now in possession and offer them a third or fourth
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of the value and all might be amicably settled. And
tht king himself will be pleased for saving him
from awkward positions.

Edward-was much pleased with the advice.
He went at once to Chaloner and Grenville, explain-
ed the situation and mentioned the advice of his
Bister.

The advice was readily taken and acted
upon, Chaloner and Grenville recovered all their
estates at about five years’ purchase.

Then Edward remained at court several days.
And it was one continued scene of fetes and gaiety.
One day, a drawing-room was held and Edward’s
sisters were to be presented. Edward was standing
behind the chair of the king, waiting for the arrival
of his sisters. Presently, Mr. Heatherstone
advanced towards the king, leading his daughter,
Patience. They had not perceived him, bnt Edward
gazed at Paticnce and found her very lovely, little
altered from what she was before, except that she
had grown taller and more perfect in figure.

The king saluted Patience and said—

‘ My obligations to your father are great and
I trust that the daughter will often grace our
Court.’

Patience made no reply, but passed on.

Edward presently met Humphrey and said:
¢ Humphrey, I have seen Patience and feel that my
future happiness depends upon obtaining her as a
wife. Let her father but give me his daughter.
Arnwood will be but a trifle in addition !’
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“Mr. Heatherstone will resign the property
to you as yours by right,” said Humphrey; ‘but
you have no property in his daughter. You have
to win her yourself. It is now seven. years since
you quitted the Forest. Since then you have not
once communieated with her; and you can hardly
expect a giil, from the age of seventeen to twenty
four to be cherishing the image of one who, to say
the least, had treated her with indifference. That
is my view of the matter, Edward. It may be
wrong.’

Then they .both went to Mr. Heatherstone
and Edward was very cordially received by him..

‘I may have been impetuous, sir,” said
Edward, ‘but I trust that you will believe me
grateful.’

Patience coloured up and trembled when
Edward first saw her. And, in a very short time,
Edward wooed her and won her.

CHAPTER XL
THE END

About a year after the Restoration, there was
a fete at Flampton Court, given in honour of three
marriages taking place—Edward Beverley to
Patience Heatherstone, Chaloner to Alice Beverley,
and Grenville to Edith Beverley.

One more paragraph and our story ends. Our
young readers will not be content, if we do not tell
them some particulars about the other personages
who have appeared in this little story. :
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Humphrey’s love of farming eontinued.
Edward gave him a large farm, rent free, and in a
few years, Humphrey purchased a property for
himself and then married Clara Ratcliffe. The
cottage in the New Forest was held by and
eventually made over to Pablo, who lived steadily,
married a young girl from Arnwood,?and had a
houseful of young gipsies. Oswald gave up his
place in the New Forest and lived entirely with
Edward at Arnwood as his steward. And Phoebe
also went to Arnwood and lived to a good old age,
in the capacity of house-keeper.



APPENDIX I

ExERoIsES ON SUBJECT-MATTER

1. Write a paragraph, describing what happened to
King Charles the First, from the time he was imprisoned
at Hampton Court to his detention in Carisbrok Castle.

2. State (1) how Jacob Armitage learned that Arn-
wood was to be set on fire and (2) how he saved tke lives
of the children of Colonel Beverley.

3. Explain what work Beverley’s children severally
did in the Forest.

4. (a) Narrate how Edward got his sword and gun.
(b) State how Humphrey got his cow and tamed her.

5. Mention how Edward first met Mr. Heatherstone
and briefly report what took place at that interview.

6. Describe how Edward saved the life of Patience.

7. Who was Oswald? What do yo1 know of the
relationship between him and Jacob; and between him
and Edward ?

8. Who was Pablo? How was he introduced into the
Cottage ? What signal service did he render to Beverley’s
Children. Briefly sketch his character.

9. How did Edward learn of the robbers’ intended

attack of Ratcliffe’s cottage ? Describe the attack. How
Jdid Edward oppose it and with what result ?

10. How was the Intendant able to establish in
his mind that Edward and his brother and sisters were
the Children of Colonel Beverley ?

11. What estimate did Heatherstone form of the
character of Edward ?
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12. How did Edward save the life of Chaloner ? and
what help did Chaloner give to Edward’s sisters ? Explain
how.

13. Explain how Edward enlisted himself in the
gervice of the King. Briefly mention the disaster that
befell the king at Worcester. What part did Edward and
Chaloner play in Charles’s attempt to regain his throne ?

14. How did Edward manage to fly from Worcester
and get back to his Cottage ?

15. Describe the interview between Cromwell’s
Scout-Officer in the New Forest and Edward.

16. What led to Edward’s departure from the In-
tendant’s house for the Continent ? Briefly describe what
Edward did in the Continent.

17. Tell clearly how Edward ultimately got back
Arnwood.

18. (a) Describe in detail what took place at the
first meeting between Edward and Corbould. (&)
Explain how Edward contrived Corbould’s fall into the
pit and why he did it. (¢) State how and where Corbould
met his death.

APPENDIX 1I
GRAMMATICAL EXERCISES

1. Of what kind are the subordinate clauses in ?2—

He told him all that passed. Stick to the farm as
much as you can. Tell him who you are. Tell him I am
dying and that I wish to speak to him before I go. I was
hard questioned about you since we parted. Oswald ex-
pressed his opinion that Jacob was sinking fast. It was
so late when they arrived there, that Edward consented
to pass the night there. It soon became clear that the
room was on fire. Edward described the way in which
he had saved the girl. Call them to me, that I may bid



138 “PHET CHILDREN OF

them farewell. I must know the price at which I am to
sell venison. This was why I could not come to you. I
hardly know if I am to sell the sword. He was sure that
Benjamia would recognise him at once. There was plenty of
work on which an additional hand could be well employed,
That is just where I should have conducted you myself.
You value what Idid too highly. The Roundhead whom
you met insisted that he was certain you were on the
fook-out for deer. Edward remained ‘where he was
standing till the man was out of sight. It was gold that
he took out. When the Intendant said he would go to your
cottage, his daughter said she would also go, because you
had told her that you had two sieters. I have no doubt,
as the years pass by, that the world will know who you
are and award you your desert. All that I now require is
to know the day that you will come.

2, Give the construction of the italicised words in:—
Meals over, Edward told his story. Away with you
directly. It may be the worse for you, She was an only
child. To tell you the truth, I cannot believe what you
say. The verderer appeared indignant. They walked
side by side. I have plenty to do. He may turn out
useful. He was anxious to get a cow. Every day for a
fortnight, he brought her food. I seldom go out without
bringing a deer down. The new rangers will prevent
men stalking deer. Idward lost no time in firing his
gun. Locking into the room, he found a body stretched
on the floor. He found Ben lying across the threshold.

. They took him prisoner. They started early the next
morning. I think you quite fit. She will be delighted
to have you as a companion. You called my father
Philip. I knew where he had hidden himself. All this
was done every morning. He was evidently acting as a
sentinel, They had cooked the dinner themselves.
Patience is just past sizteen. He renewed his promise
to return the next day.
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8. Change the voice of the verbs in :—(a) Let us
leave the king for a while. (b) News of his death hurried
his wife to an early grave. (¢) When Cromwell heard of
the escape of Charles I, he despatched troops of horses in
every direction. .(d) I must be guided by your advice. (e)
Send Alice to me. (f) The haunches must be sent up to
General Cromwell tomorrow. (g) Edward fired at the bull
which had pursued Humphrey. () He asked *him not to
come out till Benjamin was got rid of. (1) He lifted the
lad on his broad shoulders, carried him up, and landed
him by the side of the pit. (j) He found a body stretched
on the floor. (k) The new verderers could ¥ill but few deer.
(1) He does not expect you to have your pen always in
your hand. (m) He took them all to dinner. (r) Do nothing
in haste.

4. Re-write—

(1) Before he went to bed, he saw Sampson (as a
simple sentence) (2) You are foo manly to tell alie (using
so for too) (3) You do not like the life of a low-born
forester (useliking for like) (4) Tell him I am dying and
that I wish to speak to him before I go (as a, simple
sentence) (5) Oswrld did not make Hdward wait (with
‘Edward’ as the subject) (6) Itwas so late when they
arrived there that Edward consented to pass the night
there (making the italicised clause the principal clause)
(7) It is clear that he does not expect you to have your
pen always in your hand (as a simple sentence, with
‘you’ as the subject) (8) Patience very often went to the
cottage, and sometimes her father accompanied her
(changing the italicised portion into a phrase.) (9) It was
so small that a man could hardly thrust his body through
it (using foo for so) (10) He approved them (using the
noun form of ‘approve’) (11) He gave him a letter
ordering him to receive into his house two of the troopers
(asa compound sentence) (12) As soon as it was dusk,
the three travellersleft their retreat (using (@) No
sooner...than (b) Scarcely...when).
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Ve, Change the forms of speech in the following
from direct to indirect, and from indirect to direct:—
(1) Jacob told the little ones that, now that they were tc
live in a cottage, they ought to wear cottage clothes. (2
Jacob said to the children “These men may come an¢
gearch the cottage. Be very quiet. Humphrey, you anc
your sisters must go to bed, and appear to be very ill." (3
The merchhnt asked Edward if he required money and
Fdward replied he did not at present, but that he had
business to do for his employer in the north, and .might
require some when there, if it was possible to obtain it so
far from London., (4) ‘You are right Edward,’ said the
Intendant; ‘go down to the parlour. Patience and Clara
will be anxiously waiting for you. I’ll join you' there in
afew minutes’. (5) Pablo suggested that, if the ponies
were starved for a day or two, they might get tame. But
all the same he was for taking one home that day. (6)
Pablo said that he was going with others of his race to
the sea-coast, that they had pitched their tents near the
pit-fall, that during the night he tried to set come snares
for rabbits, and going back to the tents, it being quite
dark, he had fallen into the hole. He said he had remained
there three days and nights and could not get out. He
had no father ; his mother was with the gipsies. He was
not anxious to look for his friends and join them, as he
had been very unkindly treated by them.
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