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INTRODUCTION

“ggarrs wATor | At franm: ”

Saktibhadra’s Ascaryacadamant,

Act I, verse 3, page 9.

Provenance tells not ; mor does aitehi. glse ;o
But sterling worth it ts that tells.

WIirH these significant words of the author himself,
it would be appropriate to announce the Devanagari
edition of Saktibhadra’s Adcaryacudamani, with
a good commentary, which is brought out for the
first time in a complete and handy form by the
Proprietor of the Sri Balamanorams Press,
Mylapore, Madras, This edition is based on the
following manuscripts :

No. DESCRIPTION OF MS. LENT BY

1. MS. written on paper The Curator, Govt.

in Devanagari script Oriental manuscripts
of text and commen- library, Madras.
tary.

2. Palm-leaf MS,in The late Mr. A, Maha-
Malayalam script of  deva Sastri, Director,,
text. Adyar Library.

3. MS. written on paper Mr, P, P, S, Sastri, M.A.
in Devanagariscript  ( Oxon.), Superintend-
of text. ent of Sanskrit

Schools and Colleges,
Madras,
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No, DESCRIPTION OF MS. LENT BY

4, MS. written on paper Mr. T, Satakopachariar,
in Devanagariscript  High Court Vakil,
of text. Tiruppapuliyur,

Palm-.leafMS. in Mr. Punnasseri Ni]a-

Malayalam script of kantha Sarma, Princi-

" text. pal, Sanskrit College,
Pattambi.

[B1]

6. Palm-leaf MS. in
Malayalam script of " "
commentary.

THE COMMENTARY

No definite information is available about
the commentary on the Agcaryacidamani, except
that the commentator describes himself thus in
the colophon at the end of page 23.:

“ AREIFAFAET FARSAAIGT: |

faw: HH=sRAagE sqFd AaEEg 17
From the remaining verses of this colophon, it is
made out that he is a devout Rama-bhalkta and that
Sankara is the name of the scribe who transcribed
the commentary. It is scholarly and lucid, and
elucidates in an able manner several charming
passages and situations in the text. There are
several quotations in the commentary from great
works in Poetics like the Dhvanyaloka (page 44,
the DasarGpaka (pages 4 and 62), the Kavyaprakasa
(pages 62 and 200) and the Alankara-sarvasva
(vage 90). The Mimamsaka in the commentator
comes out for instance at page 14, where he uses
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the maxim ae®argsar s, and at page 160,
where he quotes from Kumarilabhatta’s Sloka-
vartika, the verse

“ IqAET g AFR AAFFAATES |

SN Y FIEAETAETTAT 7
That he was conversant with the Yoga aad
Vedanta systems is clear at pages 20, 51 to 353
and 237. That he was greatly influenced hy
Srimadbhagavata and perhaps also by the
Narayaniya of the famous Narayanabhatta of
Malabar (A. D, 1590)is evident from the extracts
from Srimadbhiagavata at pages 134 and 208.
There are good reasons to believe that scholars
and students alike will find this commentary
greatly informing and useful in studying and
appreciating the Adcaryacidamani.

SAKTIBHADRA

Though Saktibhadra, the author of the
Agcaryacidamani, is held in high esteem by the
Sanskrit scholars of Malabar, as a well-reputed
dramatist of a high order, most of the scholars
outside Malabar know very little of him, except
perhaps to the extent to which his name happened
to be mentioned in the course of the recent contro-
versy regarding the authenticity of the plays
ascribed to Bhasa in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.
A popular tradition current in Malabar represents
Saktibhadra as a pupil of Sri Sankaracarya (circa
A.D. 788-820) ; and if this tradition could be trusted,
the great Vedantic teacher saved the Aécarya-
cidamani from complete loss by reciting it from his
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-prodigious memory when the work was accidentally
burnt. It is obvious that, according to this tradi-
tion, Saktibhadra should be assigned to the end of
the eighth or to the beginning of the ninth century
A.D. There are no pesitive evidences which militate
against this date. However, no reference to or
quotation from the Ascaryacidamani is found in any
of the well-known treatises in Poetics from Bhamaha
down to Panditaraja Jagannatha: and this negative
observaticn applies equally well to many a drama of
the Kerala stage, admittedly authentic and other-
wise, such as the Tapatisamvarana and the Subha-
dradhanafjaya of Kulasekhara and most, if not
all, of the thirteen plays attributed to Bhasa by the
esteemed editor of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.

From the accounts of the Kerala stage given by my
former pupil—Mr. K. Rama Pisharoti, M.A., and
Mr. A. Krishna Pisharoti, in their contribution
entitled ‘Bhasa’s works. Are they genuine?’ to
the Bulletin of the London School of Oriental Studies
I11, i, pp. 107-117, and also from Mr. A. Krishna
Pisharoti’s pamphlet (Sridhara Power Press,

Trivandrum, 1925) containing a criticism of Bhasa’s
works, it can be easily gathered that during the
reign of Kulasekhara Varman who was the author
of the two plays—Tapatisamvaranam and Subhadra-
dhanafijayam and of the Aécaryamafijarikatha, two
histrionic directories called the Kramadipika and
the Attaprakaram were prepared. In the latter
of these two directories fourteen plays are
referred to, of which the first five are the
Tapatisarhvarana and the Subbhadradhanafijaya of
Kulasekhara Varman, the Nagananda of Sri



Harsa, the Aicaryacudamani of Saktibhadra and
the Kalyanasaugandhika of Nilakantha, the sixth
called Sri-krsna-carita being ancnymous, and the
remaining eight corresponding to eight of the
plays ascribed to Bhasa in the Trivandrum
Sanskrit Series. According to the latest investigation
of the history of the three Kerala Kulasekharas
by Mr. A. S. Ramanatha Aiyer, BA., MR A.S,
Trivandrum, (vide pp. 109 to 115 in the sum-
maries of papers contributed to the Madras session
of the All-India Oriental Conference, 1924, and also
Vol V. part IT of the Travancor: Archaological
Series) Kulasekhara Varman, the author of the
Tapatisamvarana and other works, was different
from Kulagekbaralvar and might well be assigned
to A D. Y33-95>. Thus the Ascaryacadamani might
well have been considerably earlier than the
beginning of the tenth century A.D. [lj_egl_l_a.ns_ﬂa.e
Ascaryacadamani and the other work called
Untadavasavadatta, to whick Saktibhadra refers in
the prologue omle former as one of his writings
wexm'o’fj_lﬁwys\?roduced in South
India  This accords well with what the Nati
exclaims at page 8 of the Cadamani:

“ T oAIRd @erdd, WTHEE NN T, GFdr-
TSR Ar=a, A(T JEorEr Ray: (T ArzREasag | 7
The Nati's observation in this strain would be a
gross perversion of truth if King Kulasekhara had
already produced his two plays—Tapatisamhvarana
and Subhadradhanafijay2. Some of Saktibhadra’s
verses remind us of parallels in the works
of Kaliidasa and Bhattanarayana. For instance
Saktibhadra’s verse
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“aqm: ogamt @ Rt Rearr: fEd atarda o
WAET ¥ gRITET T TR AgrAdia 1
Cadamant, page 9
seems to be modelled after Kalidasa’s
“qUUHST 9 g g9 T WA g9 TAETTY |
g qOEAaESd g8 TEIgaage: n
in the Malavikagnimitra. Similarly the verse
¢ qRUTARSAYrE FIAAEAATA
FAATAACIY AV HEATA |
a9 JEO q9iy @ I TP 7
U grEdAEE=dE A’
at page 57 of the Cudamani appears to be closely
similar to Kalidasa's
“ grAndEE AASANT I
afsaAta RAIEEET SEG7 Jqd |
TTAMTEAAITT TeFRSANT T
e g qguot quss FrpdEam 1”7
in the Sakuntala. The parallelism between the
following two verses is striking;
“ pRigiERaEn @ETd 914
ArATFIFATIATY AT |
@ATTESAN AR AT
Fofi e ag Hregfa §ha 307
Cudamani, page 204.
“ TR A AT e
HYWATEGTEE AT |
EATAAG AL [T OTIITT
WAl waiEqg [ W )7
Venisamhara, 1-21.
These parallelisms wuuld tend to show that Sakti-
bhadra is later than Kalidasa and Bhattanarayana.
Saktibhadra's association with Malabar is unmistak-
ably betrayed in the use of the word ‘Sambandha’



in its special Malabar sense in Rama’s remark at
page 56 ‘¥fy Fy @y FA@ FIFq: Fa:’.  In this
connection it may be noted by the way that
Dr: Keith in the footnote of page 371 of the fattest
of his works—wiz, ‘The Sanskrit Drama’—is
confounding Saktibhadra's Adcaryacidamani with
Kulasekhara Varman’'s Aécaryamanjarikatha.

The Chief Merits of the Aécaryactidamani

If any excuse were needed for using the Rama-
yana theme of perennial interest in the construction
of the plot in this play, it might be easily said:

“ fy ool qaRfa FEfd AW ARkd
PRI GAIT AT F: |
|ACHA TAF IRATEAALT
TEEAA0: FIYIFHAT Fa9: 017

Anargharaghava, Act 1.
It may not be an extravagant claim in favour of the
Cudamani to say that it is the best of the Rama-
plays perhaps barring Bhavabbiiti’s Uttararamacari-
ta in certain respects. As a fine and finished speci-
men of the Nataka type of dramatic camposimon, it is
refreshingly free from the features that contribute
to the heaviness and unstageworthiness of certain
well-known Rama-palys like the Anargharaghava of
Murari and the Balaramayana of Rajasekhara,
With a very agreeable quickness of action secured
by the judicious adoption of the device of Ankavatara
where appropriate, and the dropping of Viskambhas,
except where they are necessary and with a well-
adjusted time-element, the Cuadamani would stage
best of all the Rama-plays ; and this is perhaps the
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chief reason why it is so popular and esteemed so
highly among the professional actors called Cakyars.
The author begins the play with the Sarpanakha
episode which is one of the two pivotal parts of the
Ramayana, the other being the Kaikeyi-episode.

From the delectationistic view-point of
literary appreciation or from the standpoint of
Rasapaddhati, a careful study of the Aicaryacu-
damani would make it manifest that it represents
a special dramatic type in which the _Adbhuta-
rasa is intended to be treated as the dominating
motif. Thkis is indicated by the name itself as
suggested by the commentator at page 7: “ dr=-
AEEAPAA snadaat qemmRaEd @R g
In order to fully appreciate the force of this remark,
one has but to refer to certain significant portiuns of
the play, as I—verse 6, III—pp. 88 to 51 and the
concluding portion of Act VII from page 220 to
the end. In the course of the development of the
philosophy of Rasa, several attempts were made in
the direction of synthesising the various Rasas. The
more important resu'ts of such attempts were summed
up in four kinds of synthesis. Firstly, there is the
Karuna-synthesis which originated from Valmiki
and found its culmination in Bhavabhuti's ‘U#It@: &0
TF’ on the practical side, and in gnandavardhana’s
“gIrg: FFAANTT:” on the theoretical side. Secondly,
there is the Santa-synthesis, which started perhaps
from the Muhabharata, found its practical fulfilment
in works like Asvaghosa’s Sariputraprakarana, Sri
Harsa’'s Nagananda and Krsna-misra’s Prabodha-
candrodaya, and received able advocacy on the
theoretical side at the hands of the two greate:
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Alamkarikas— Anandavardhana and Abhinava-
gupta. Thirdly, there is the Sragara-synthesis,
which firmly rooted in human nature itself since the
beginning of creation, reached its acme of spiritual
refinement, on the practical side, in the self-effacing
ideal of love delineated in an inimitable manner by the
creative genius of great poets like Kalidasa and
Bana, and, on the theoretical side, in the well-known
dictum of the royal polymath, Bhoja ;— t&rshramrs-
g WER g sirga”’.  And fourthly, there is the
Adbhuta-synthesis which, on the theoretical side,
became crystallized in the views of Narayanzand
Dharmadatta referred toby Visvanatha in his Szhit-
ya darpanaand inthe viewsof Bhanudatta asexpre.
ssed in his Rasatarangini; and which, on the practical
side, led to the production of the wonder-dominated
dramatic type represented by the older ficarya-
cudamant and the later Adbhuta-darpana of Maha-
deva at the end of the seventeenth century. 1In the
sthapana, the Cudamani is ushered in as Sakti-
bhadra’s wondrous chef-d'ccuvre. In the Parnaia-
lanka (Act I), adbhuta-rasa spouts up through the
enchanting form assumed by Sﬁrpanakbé.( verse 6,
page 14). In the Sarpanakhanka (Act II), a beauti-
ful column of this rasa rises up as may be seen in
Rama’s rapturous admiration of Sitag’s charms
( verse 4, page 57 ). In the Maya-sitanka (Act III),
this column assumes a kaleidoscopic form through
which one could see several wonderful pictures, now
in the wonderment of Rama and Sitg at the sight of
the wonderful crest-jewel ( sn=risEr® ) and marvel-
lous ring ( a@argz&rw ) shown by Laksmana as
presented by the sages in the forest (page 89) and
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now in the golden deer (pp. 91-94) whose irresistible
charms brought in their wake untold sufferings to
Sita and Rama. In the Jatayurvadhanka (Act IV ),
the adbhuta-motif is not allowed to be completely
ignored, but it is kept up by cleverly presenting
Sita as discovering Ravana disguised as Rama
through the miraculous power of her Ascarya-
cudamant (pp. 134 and 135). In the Asokavanikanka
( ActV ), through Ravana’s monstrous fygssararE
and Sitg's gloriously chaste fagsw, the dominating
adbhuta comes out brilliantly when Mandodari,
astounded at Sita’s courage, exclaims :

o g uarn, Agwed "€i" ug Ay qrw aikgdd
g9 I Fredor geaigar dar agamer garr o (Page 173.)
In the Anguliyakanica (Act VI), Hanuman, the very
embodiment of all that is wonderful, presents the
miraculous ring to Sita along with Rama’s message
of hope, and takes to Rama, Sitad’s sweet message
and wonderful crest-jewel; and Sita herself des.
cribes thus the full glory of the AZATFA AT —

“zF SIFERATIO | 37 AOMETIUIRIEAY , 35 TAAATAT -
fagan, ¥¢ Ty e, 3% agregEEaEa:” (Page 197.)
In the beautiful unravelling in the denouement
of Act VII, the greatest wonder of wonders
happens and Sita’s purity as the pre-eminent para-
gon of chastity is wonderfully vindicated by Sita
gloriously going through the fire-ordeal. That
Saktibhadra’s poetry rises to a high level and that
Vaidarbhiritt with prasada and madhurya in main
characterises his composition could be easily main-
tained by a reference to many a verse in the play.
In particular, the following verses would appeal to
Sahrdayas as charming specimens :
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< ARt RT3 G,
i ARmdafaegTar 31 fTEaT: |
AT SEAY FFRI-ZGAA! AN Hiar 95
HYEST gL Al Giaq qrasafeqg i o 7’
Cudamant, page 34.
“ grareelt AT 9 F9T-
AR fATACT: FEA: FareT |
AT qaq aEY I
¥ AmT T faaaETanet T 1) 7 (Page 37.)
“ ormIEAr farasT Tiggat
TAIYE AFEAT FFST |
ARTGArTFAS [gA9d1
aUFERd a7 gEs=gIEar n (Page 43.)
“ geZiATATAUTAET FOTE Tga]
FEN WAL fFA0 F AA S FA: g )
FARIGUISIY q94adiaziaaz: gai
75 arg 4 sndeaag sgtagaEaE |7 (Page 99.)
¢ AFIFRAAIETAZNAHTAT |
fastg S=q ot F=arae sara 0 ” (Page 109.)
“ FAFLOT FI YE: FAIEAIT,
iy fafzras=r A THEE: SiaTeaE, )
zfep SATIATAIA TMET: FA FATA=A7[
gaald Farsad: g9 7 JgTdregEr || *(Page 127.)
 gEATANaH TIERATEAT
F9 HEEIaRTaY A |
at EEFARAGIAAT FITHRI-
qrEfHATg @ e (Page 232)

Saktibhadra stands well the test of the poetic
touchstone of gadye in his beautiful, terse and
sententious prose, as may be seen from the follow-
ing extracts ;
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‘q quIa: &y g’ (Page 19.)
‘a7 [ drergeala qugm’ (Page 27.)
 FIATHITITIS (Page 72.)
* yafqasaETAr (Page §8.)
‘ gardT Wi sise q s (Page 110.)
‘qEY IS TG GAST T (Page 152.)
‘ F4f FEHE T IOGT (Page 187.)
‘o AT GRE@EAd | Aradd fewd feedia-
qARf | w9 G T FSFAR 1 (Page 231.)

That considerable skill is shown in realistic
characterisation is evident from the delineation of
Rama’s character particularly in Act I, of Ravana's
character in Act III and of the characters of
Laksmana and Sita throughout, Where the author
deviates from Valmiki's original in the construction
of plot, he shows sound judgment, as may be made
out from the deft change of Valmiki's Cadamani
and Anaguliyaka into  Aicarya-cadamani  and
Adbhutanguliyaka and from the clever manner
in which Sitg's abduction is rendered least objection-
able by Ragvana approaching her under Rama's
disguise and misleading her by a false announce-
ment of Bharata’ s kingdom being in danger.

THE BEARING OF THE CUDAMANI ON THE
BHASA CONTROVERSY

In their contributions referred to, Messrs,
A Krishna Pisharoti and K. Rama Pisharoti mention
Saktibhadra’s Ascarya Cudamani in the course of
the discussion of the authenticity of the thirteen
plays ascribed to Bhasa in the Trivandrum Sanskrit
Series, It isinteresting to notice that the Cidamani
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exhibits a number of dramaturgic features quite
similar to those noted and relied upon by Maha-
mahopadhyiaya Ganapati Sastriyar in the course of
his endeavour to ascribe to Bhasa, the Svapnavasava-
datta and twelve other plays edited by him. In
vhe Cidamani also, the prologue opens with the
sentence ‘qEg=a ag: aFa@E gy’ : the word eaar
is used for geargar ; and the prologue closes with a
reference to the character about to enter, after the
remark ‘s (% g @z A fEAAAEAY @weg 3 HA; AR
gz’ —which occurs in the same form in nine out
of the thirteen plays. It would be very useful to note
here that the traditional view which distinguishes
between Fre=FgIaR and 9% Or FJFTAR and which is
reliably recorded by Visvanatha in the sixth chapter
of his Sahityadarpanq, would throw considerable
licht upon the problem connected with the special
dramaturgic feature that the Cadamani and the
Bhasa plays of Trivandrum open alike with areged
gd: sEmid gsar:, and would show how the attempt
to use this feature in ascribing the Trivandrum
plays to Bhasa is futile, There are interesting
parallelisms between the Cuadamani and Abhiseka
nataka in particular, For instance, compare

Y FHARIFAAFTEAT A (AT
FAT frfadsa: qafa: $gaas: $gargaed o u
in the C'udamant, page 157—
with  FrgenFARAaaAEZ IO AGTAT BT |
TIRHAAAE, FaATREITRA AT 75729 | 7
in the Abhiseka (page 74); “srag Tdl, sag AFUS:”

etc., at page 177 and “S¥g FOARGH UFWEAH:”
at page 224 of the Cadamani with the correspond-



16

ing portion of the Abhiseka (page 73); and, “srer:
giqEdrarEegAgfag” in the Cidamani (page 219) and
the preceding sentence with the corresponding
sentences in the Abhiseka (pages 69 and 70). It
would be interesting to observe here that a charac-
teristic deviation from Bharata's dramaturgic rule
forbidding the presentation of death or fight on
the stage, is found in the scene of Jutayus' fight
with Rgeana in the fourth Act of the Cuda-
mant. as in the Abhiseka and the Urublanga.
In an old injured Sritala manuscript of Malabar
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, bearing D. C. No. 12492, it would perhaps
be of special significance to one familiar with the
Cakyar tradition of Kerala that the three works,
which show striking similaritics, ¢7z., the Cadamant,
the Abhise/ca and the Pratima, are found comprised.
These considerations might easily lead one, adopting
a line of argument similar to that adopted by the
learned editor of the Trivandrum plays. to say,
though without sufficient warrant, that Sa/tibhadra
himself was the author of all these three plays.
Perhaps a similar line of argument, if stretched a
little further might make Sa/tibhadra responsible
for the Pratijiayaugandharayana also; for Sakti-
bhadra refers to himself in the prologue to the
Cadamant as the author of the Unmadavasavadatta,
which was probably a drama closely similar in spirit
and plot 10 the Pratijfiayaugandharayana. Or it
may be conjectured that Unmadavasavadatta is but
another name of the Pratijiiayaugandharayana, as
the former title only refers to Yaugandharayana's
ruse of feigned madness for bringing about Vasava-
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datta’s marrriage and Vatsaraja’s release, which
form the chief elements of the plot in the Pratijna.
Or again, there is the further possibility that the
Unmadavasavadattaisidentical with the manuscript
in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, described under R. No. 2784, which is an
incomplete pluy breaking off at the beginning of the
fourth Act, is similar in plot, style and spirit to the
published Pratijna-nataka and is tentatively called
the Vinavasacadatia, though this title does not occur
anywhere in the body of the work itself. But in
the present state of our knowledge, it is not possible
to lift up any of these statements above the sphere
of a reasonable guess,

In this connection, it must be stated, though it
may be looked upon by some as an act of imipious
heresy, that the arguments so far advanced with
reference to the Bhasa controversy by the learned
editor of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series and those
who have swallowed some of his views are jejune
and inconclusive, and in some places wholly
untenable, At the present stage of the discussion
relating to the Bhasa problem, it is hardly necessary
to point out that the way in which Mahamahopa-
dhyaya Ganapati Sastriyar would rely upon the use
of several Un-Paniniyan forms in the Trivandrum
plays as evidences of their Pre-Paniniyan origin
cannot Dbe approved by critical scholars, for the
obvious reason that these Un-Paniniyan forms might
as well have been the solecistic lapses of the
professional Cghyars who interfered with or were
themselves responsible for, the composition of these
plays ; and that these Cgiyars Wwere prone to such
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~ lapses is testified to by the following reference to
their inadequate literary equipment at the end of the
commentary on Bodhayanakavi's Bhagavadaj-
Juka, recently published by Mr. Anujan Accan of
the Paliyam Manuscripts Library, Jayantaman-
galam, Malabar :

BCERE U E1R] CRERIRECIEIECIN
afg g afsTamEfaaar aweT Fa: )

Nor would it be difficult to meet the argument
that Bhamaha utilised the plot of the Pratijna-
yaugandharayana in illustrating Nyayavirodha
in the fourth chapter of his Kavyalankara, by
suggesting with better reasons, that Bhamaha
was referring probably to some old work like the
Brhatkatha and was not presupposing the Pratijia-
nataka, precisely on the ground that an attempt is
made in the Pratijna to remove the chief defect
pointed out by Bhamaha, through placing the
artificial elephant in a dense forest of Sgla trees
beset with darkness., My esteemed friend— Maba-
mahopadhyaya Ganapati Sastriyar— is making
Kautalya quote in the third chapter of the 10th
Adhikarana of the Arthasastra, the verse

“ q9 OT GES: GIN GEEFT TAFIACTH |

AT ANIE § T=FA AU T A I W
etc,, from the fourth Act of the Pratijiiayaugandha-
rayana. But according to a tradition, which is
certainly more reliable than the guesses in the
published introductions to the Trivandrum plays,
and which is recorded in an old commentary on
the Arthasastra called Nayacandrika by Madha-
vayajvan, this verse—"ad mud gfowes ot ...~ and
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the previous verse—
“ g FFEGAEITAT T ST @A AT AT |

@O arafqaea T W gg%y aRasea: 0’
were taken from some Purana in which they
happened to be put into the mouth of Manu.
Attention is invited to the subjoined extract from
page 180 of Volume II of the Punjab Sanskrit Book-
depot edition of the 4grthasastra, which contains a
portion of the Nayacandrika as found in an in-
complete manuscript of that learned commentary
belonging to the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras.

“ggdf () amaft ageiaad goashET: | AT |

FIAAFCENHT qF: | aTald,  SEIRAERgEaRsead |
aEEdaR, fgag s w1 gg%AR, gHvE: |

FgREE |\ gaEEdE, F@R(FOA  T9: 1 Juer
arifafa, aafe oeR A RS ) FFEIT  wWE Ag:
e FAgAEIaHwER Ty |

From this extract, it may be made out that the
original text of the _Arthasastra quotes the two
verses—* g JggEeasar 7 @4 . . .0 and “ad @
afsem qn . . .”—as from a Purana, and that,
according to the Nayacandrika, the reading in the
Arthasastra should be “mgiamdig Bm Waq:— I,
ggga: . . . 7 and ‘99 g . . .7 It is seen
from the introduction to the Trivandrum edition
of the Arthasastra that the learned editor of
the Trivandrum plays used the Nayacandrika
in preparing his commentary on that work, It is
indeed disappointing to see that the Trivandrum
edition of that work nowhere takes note of this
important information about the source of the verse:
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“ gd we @@ T .. . which is furnished in
the Nayacandrika. That there must have existed
before the eleventh century A. D.a Svapnavasava-
datta which, in plot and dramatic structure, was
very similar to the Svapnavasavadatta published in
the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series is evident from the
extracts from Saradatanaye’s Bhavaprakasa and
Bhoja’s Stagaraprakasa which were brought to the
notice of scholars in the JR.,A.S, Octoker issue
of 1924, But the variations found in the published
Svapnavasavadatta as compared with the account of
that work in the Bhgvaprakasa and as compared
with the references to a Svapnavasavadatta, in the
Natyadarpana and the Natakalaksanakosa. to
which Professor Sylvain Levi drew attention in the
Journal Asiatique for October-December, 1923, are
quite enough to convince an unbiassed person of the
text of the Trivandrum Svapnavasavadatta being
different from, though perhaps a stage recension of,
some old work of that name. Abhinavaguptacarya
quotes at page 152 of his Locana (Nirnayasagara
Press edition) the following verse as from the drama

called Svapnavasavadatta.

¢ AEATIEAFAZ THTEIL TEIAE |

g a1 AT gIAIE F Faaas |
This verse does not admittedly find any place
anywhere in the Svapnavasavadatta of the Tri-
vandrum Sanskrit Series. The learned editor of
that series, undaunted even by the great name
of Abhinavaguptacarya, goes to the length of
attributing a bad mistake to the great author of
the Locana, in order to allow the Trivandrum
play to claim the much.coveted parentage of
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Bhasa, This is apt to be felt by some as
nothing short of impertinence, particularly when
we remember that Abhinavaguptacarya's great
authority cannot be impugned without very strong
grounds by any scholar, however eminent or
sturdy a champion he may be of the authenti-
city of the Bhasa-nataka-cakra of Trivandrum.
It must be remembered that Abhinavagupta is
quoting the verse in question from the drama
called Svapnavasavadatta, in illustration of a defect
referred to by Anandavardhana, as the following
extract would show :
‘@I T FASOWMUATTIAFE AAYFIE 2 qq=aY
Dhvanyaloka, page 151
(Nirnayasagara Press edition).
A great writer like Abhinavagupta cannot be easily
taken to have committed an error, particularly when
he is quoting a passage for adverse comment.
Abhinavagupta is quite familiar with Bhasa as a
Mahakavi, as the following extract will show.

‘srger U BWIR—og V&A@ | (A (A1)
JERATATNT —HEAFIRAT TA=I7 Aqeq fawa: | ard
T T galsfy AT QRN IRIMAT AW A | ad =E
IF:—YY S¥ag, aONd TORAY fear 9 gy | wgwAEAar
AT ANy Ihi—

Yarge [7 @g) afx 7 A9 &

e TR 9 e 34 ||

o] SAEG A TAVHET &4
Serg aAfqeAr g W

Page 255, Vol. I, of the Abhinavabharati
Manuscript in the Madras Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library.
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Again, while commenting upon the verse
‘ wArGE: wINEST RS HRTEE: |
FREE FATE FAFA AT W
Natyasastra, 1, 74.
Abhinavagupta says in his Abhinavabharati
AT FAFTH TN AT SHEATH  TACIT I3
FTAHEST JA7 TAATEITAH, AT
Page 37, Vol. I, Abhinavabharati
Manuscript in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras.

Krida or hilarious merriment is the chief feature of
the drama called Svapnavasavadatta according to
Abhinavagupta. Would not this conclusively
establish that the Swvapnavasavadatia known to
Abhinavagupta must be materially different
from the Trivandrum play of the same name ?
It is worthy of notice that the verse
“ gt [ 7 @g ] afs T afaeh a
THET TYEET Fg 9T 9d: |
e g AR TAUAET FF
ey aAe T fgwmEt 1”7

quoted from Bhgsa by Abhinavagupta is not found
in any of the published Trivandrum plays, In the
article by Mr. C. R. Devadhar on ‘the plays
attributed to Bhasa, their authenticity and merits,”
contributed to the Annals of the Bhandarkar
Institute, Poona, Vol, VII, parts I and II, page 64,
after a careful course of reasoning, the conclusion
has been reached, and rightly, I believe, that “the
Carudatta represents a very crude abridgement
poseibly made for stage performance of that best
specimen of the Indian theatre, the Mrcchakatika”.
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It would be useful in this connection to note thau
Mahasena’s queen often behaves like an elderly
Malayali lady in the Pratijfiayaugandharayana;
that she uses the word sambandha in the peculiar
Malayali sense at page 37 of the Trivandrum Series.
edition of the play, when she enquires % g#a=sy
fe3r’ and that Yaugandharayana plays the role
of a Malayali when he says at the end of the work
(page 73) ‘Td qEEY AT AHEET: | 97 @AAdr YFT: L
It would likewise be of advantage to observe that
at page 20, line 2 of the Avimaraka (Trivandrum
Sanskrit Series), the phrase ‘wgfreay RETRAT
seems to be used in the peculiar vernacular sense of
the Malayalam language and that at page 108 of
this play, the exceptional degree of solicitude and
respect for the matula shown in the duplicated
abhivadana which Avimaraka offers to his matula at
the mirvahana stage clearly betrays the influence of
the Marumakkattayam custom: Considerations such
as these must be enough to induce any level-headed
scholar to appreciatively welcome the suggestion
made by Mr. K, Rama Pisharoti, M.A, in his recent
paper on the Bhasa.problem, to rename the Bhasa-
nalaka-cakra as the Kerala-nataka-cakra, or to
amend the proposed nameas the Cakyar-nataka-
cakra. The eminent editor of the Trivandrum
Sanskrit Series has to his credit too great and
admirable an output of editorial achievement in
several directions other than the Bhasa-plays, for-
him or any of his admirers to feel solicitous any
longer of the Bhasa nataka-cakra being guarded
against any attempt to divest it of the dubious

privilege of the highly uncertain parentage
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of DBhgsa. It is hoped that this edition of
the Aicaryacudamani and a careful con-
sideration of the points noted above, would convey
a warning to those who are interested in [ndo-
logy, against the snares and pitfalls of the mytho-
poetic muse snugly ensconced behind what, in
Baconian parlance, might be described as the Indo-
logical idol, which has been erected within the last
one decade of this century through the combined
efforts of many a well intentioned and well-reputed
Pro-Bhasa scholar in the shape of the Bhasa-plays
-of the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series.

S. KUPPUSWAMI SASTRI, M.A, LES,

Professor of Sanskrit and

Madras Comparative Fhilology,
17-4-26 Presidency College, Madras
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