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TO

His Exeellency

Lord Tentland of Lytf,
GOVERNOR OF MADRAS:

May it Please Your Excellency,

I beg to tender my humble apology for daring to address
your Bxcellency from my humble corner in the city of Madras,
with a view to bring my little book to your lixcellency's gracious
notice. I owe my boldness in part to kind friends, Indian and
Buropean, who, like the IHon'ble Dr., Nair, bhave from time to
time helped me to get an idea of your Hxcellency’s ardent nature
and sympahetic heart, and the keen and active interest which no
public cause ever fails to arouse in your Excellency. I have
learnt how your Excellency’s heart is gladdened at every little
movement that, in the stirring times through which the civilized
world is passing, tends to promote the love and loyalty of
the Indian subjects to the King Emperor and his Throne.
I know, too how Your Excellency’s present position of trust
over us stands between your Excellency and your Excellency’s
dearest wish to take your proper place in front of the
War. Who knows not, indeed, that fame and name and
high renown adorn the proud and popular name of ‘Captain
Sinclair’. But perhaps Madras has not yet known all, though
it knows much, of what the Hospital Ship owes to your
Bxcellency's initiative efforts and personal interest and support.
I have, in my own humble way, your Excellency, sought in this
little book, to contribute to the promotion, among the masses, of
a healthy feeling of faith and confidence in the skill and prowess
of the British arms and the signal success that is sure to crown
their just and noble cause. And I am taking steps ~ your Excel-



lency, to circulate the book extensively all over the Presidency ;
and also ere long 1 hope to receive expressions of kind sympathy
and generous appreciation from some of the leading/Tiords of the
realm of England. I have got the book rendered in the other
vernaoulars, and have presented in all these languages a true and
straightforward account of the great doings in Europe, written in
simple, idiomatic prose. And I have sought in every way
to eradicate wrong and injurious notions from the minds of the
masses, as there 18 cause to fear that such notions do here and
there get hold of uncultivated minds. I erave your Excellency
to accord your Excellency’s acceptance to this my humble endea-
vour towards public enlightenment.

1 subscribe myself,

May it please Your KExcellency,
Your Excellency’s most Loyal Subject and
Obedient Servant,

0. 8. GANGATUARAN,

93, Ramasawmy Street,

Georgetown, Madras.
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TO

The Hon’ble Dr. T. M. Nair, (. D. (Edn).

Whose untiring labours in the advance-

ment of civie life in the city and abiding

interest in all that makes for the progress
and weltare of the country have so

endeared his name to all
THIS BOOK IS HUMBLY DLDICATED
(By ninb Prranssion)
Ax A MARK OF THEIK ESTEFM AND LOVE

LY T/l AUTIORS.






DEDICATION

To
['he Howble Dr.'I', M, Nai, m .,
¢ Napier Villa,
Kilpuuk, Madras.
Most Beloved Sir,

In presenting vhis Little brochure to you on what promises to
be vue ol the greatest annals in the history of the world, I am
notmerely claiming the privilege of a citizen of the city, not
merely giving myself the pleasure and privilege of a friend, but
am ouly doing what 1s mght and ficting. You have known me,
dear sir, well enough, aud long enough, to accept & tribute, how-
ever unworthy, at my hands. 1 have had the privilege of being
known tu you, and of basking wn the sanshine of your company,
enjoying the quick repartees and rapid Hashes of wit and humour
which have rendered you ever 80 sociable and loveable to all your
friends. 'L'hese ure sirong claims which enable me to hope that
my poor present will not be unacceptable to you.

But far more than all my claims upon you, L firmly believe that,
in the fitness of things,this my humble endeavour should go vut Lo
the world with the weight of your name upon it. To you as io the
world, 1 boldly declare my conviction that during these stirring
times throngh which we are passing, there is a great need for
dispassionate, honest endeavours being made to keep the masses-
well and duly informed of what is going on around them, and
most particularly disabuse their minds of injurious novions that
are only too likely to get into their heads from various uncon-
trollable sources.

Feeling as I do, therefore, the great need that there 13 for
work of this kiud, L have the best excuse for ventwing now to
bring out such a book as this, however diflident 1 may be about
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its merits. But, sir, I belong to that proverbially passive class
by profession —namiely, Teacher—and have little to do with politics
and war, Most of my sentiments on these grsat subjects 1 have
derived directly and indirectly from you. I well recollect many a
pleasant hour of inspiring and endearing conversation in which
you figured as theleader and spokesmin and 1 playei the more
convenient and to me certainly the more conducive part of the
listener, with wrapt attention drinking at the fountain, not deep
draughts you will say, of your inexhausiible knowledge of men
and the world. And is it not fitting, 1 ask, that to you from whom
I have derived nearly ailI bave in me of politics and the great
big world beyoud the land of my birth, [ should dedicate a book
on the War, written by me ?

1 pray you, therefore, accept this humble present from a
loving friend and deign to send it out to the world with the
dignity and blessing ot your great and beloved name.

Allow me to subscribe myself,

Most Beloved Sir,
Youar loving friend and admirer,
0. 8. Gancarmaranm Pinrai,
Principal,
C. 5. V.S. for Europeans,
93, Ramasawmy Street,

Georgetown, Madras.



PREFACE

It is a patent fact that Courts of Justice swell in number
day by day even in these days of enlightenment and culture when
it might well be expected that differences should be more largely
adjusted by mutual concessions based on calmer consideration, or
with the help of panchayats. Even such would seem to be the
case with the greatest monarchs of the world. How praiseworthy
gshould it have been if the monarchs engaged in the great War
that is now raging in Hurope could have bronght about a settle-
ment of their disputes by peaceful diplomacy and avoided this
ravaging war |  What waste of human life, alsol and oh ! to what
destrnctive end has inventive genius lent itself ! Mighty machines
that by land and sea and air sweep away armies of God made men!
s this the fruit of civilization?

The growth of civilization has reduced the whole world into
a single country in the matter of commerce. The famine that
breaks in one corner makes its influence felt in almost every other
place. And it is nothing strange that trade is paralysed and
commerce reduced to a standstill as a result of this terrific war.

Iilled with thoughts such as these our gracious Kmperor and
his noble councillors sought by every means to avoid the War.
But it could not be and we owe it to the arrogant conduct of
Germany and Austria. Our Emperor has been forced to partioi-
pate in it on account of his obligations to the King of the Belgi-
ans t0 whom he had vouchsafed his help. But he carries with
him the loyal support and undying sympathy of his subjects in
India, Australia, New Zealand and'South Afriea, who burn with
eager anxiety to see the backs of the foes turned upon the field.

Accounts of these great doings are set forth herein as they
happened, from beginning to end, with piotures of Kings and
Pringes to enliven the narrative and Maps for easy reference.
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In presenting this small work to she public, in elneidation of
what is surley one of the greatest events in the history of man-
kind, 1 cannot be oo dilfident of success; but wy temerity in
venturing to do so as all is due to the hope that however humble
and modest an attempt of the kind may be, it may seek to serve
some useful purpose in making the popular mind alive w0 the
grave situation through which we are pussing and knitting closer
the bond of sympathy and loyal affection that binds our hearts to
our King. [ may perhaps be permitted to mention hers what Mr,
V. J. Pope m a. (Cantab) Retd. Director of Public Instruction,
Cochin and Burmah, now protessor of Modern Indian Languages,
Trinity College, Dublin, has been pleased to pronounce with
regard to the labours of the undersigned as Principal of the
Correspondence School of Vernacular Studies for Europeans.

“I wish you every success ; you are doing a very goed work
that brings Englishmen and the people of India closer together.” —

1 must not fail to express my great obligations to my young
friend Mr, C T. Varatharajan who rendered very valuable assiss-
ance in the preparation of this book and indeed been responsible
for no inconsiderable portion of the matter, particularly the
summaries of the diary of the War,

My heartfelt thanks are due to the Hon'ble Dr. T. M.
Nair M.D. (Edia.) for his kind aceeptance of the dedication of
this little book and to the Revd. Dr. }, Lazarus, B.A. D.0, F.MU.
for his kind and valnable introduction and to all the other gentle-
men who were kind enough to peruse the book and express their
esteemad opinion upon it,

1 must not omit to express my great obligations to the
numerous Buropean gentlemen whose aquaintance and love I have
the privilege of possessing us a Munshi of twenty years’ standing
for the very valuable ideas they gave me in the preparation of
this book. Indeed the very idea that I should write a book on
the War for the masses was started by mnore than one of them;
and T may say that to them 1 owe as to Dr. Nair, to whom I am
dedicating this book by kind permission, the wholesome and
dispassionate view with which the strange and remarkable crisis



OPINIONS.

The Hon'ble Justice Sir C. Sankaran Nair Avergal, B.A. B.L.,
Kr. c..g. #.M,0., now Member for Education, the Viceregal Execu-
tive Council, Delhi.

The publication of Pandit O. 8. Gangatharam Pillai’s ‘‘Great
War” is opportune. It is very useful and I hope it will be widely
read. It is well got up.

Madras, }

1st Aug. 1915. C. SankaraN Naix.

Pandit O, 8. Gangatharam Pillay, Principal of the C. S.V.8.
for Europeans, has told me of his intention to write a short
History of the present war culled from the Bnglish Papers and
rendered, in the simplest language, into the Vernacular, for the
use of the masses. The Book is to be so priced as to be within
the reach of the poorest, and will be copionsly illustrated which
will enhance its attractiveness.

From my knowledge of the abilities of the Pandit and the
advantages he hag in his work of discussing the book with his
Kuropean pupils, I shonld say the book will be of the greatest
value,

Madras, F.H. WILSON,
OvriciaL ASSIGNEE,
28th July 1915 Madras High Court,

Sans Soucs,
Pantheon Road, Egmore,
1st Augnst 1915.

Pandit O. S. Gangatharam Pillai is quite in his element in
the book he has compnled on the Great War. He has depicted the
-various incidents reading up to and during the war in very simple
language and 1 am sure the book will be read with much interess
by the people for whom it is intended. There are some fine wood
cuts which greatly welcome the appearance of the book. I wish
him all the success he deserves.
E. F. GrEaTOREX,
Sexior PaRINER OF
MessRs GRaNTON & CREATOREX,
Solicitors, Madras High Court.
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C/o WiusoN & (o. Mapxas,
July 31st 1915.

1 am sure that ‘the History of the Great Buropean War’
which Pandit Gangatharam Pillay has written in  several
Vernaculars, will be greatly appreciated by all those who are not
familiar with the Knglish language.

'T'he patriotic motive which has prompted Pandit Gangatharam
Pillay to carry out this useful worik will be recognised by all and
I wish him every success.

“Spring Gardens” %

I, Davivson.
Nungambaukam.
Ly

Thottak kadu House,
Egmore, 25th July 1915,
I have no doubt the book which Pandit Gangatharam Pillai
is bringing out on the present war will be useful to the masses,
1t is just the kind of book which every true lover of his
country wishes to see published. A correct and plain account of
the war will be of 1mmense benelit to the people who wish to know
everything about it ; and for this reason 1 cordially wish all success
to the Pandit in his endeavour to enlighten the masses. Iile has
my best wishes for his success.
Rao Saumw 1. RaMakrisuna Pinral
BA V.MU, FLRILS.,
Chairman, Dravidian Board of Studies
& Tamil [Board of Examiners,
und foint [ditor, Bishop Caldwell's
‘Comparative Grammar of the
Dravidian Languages.

Pandit O. S, Gangatharam Pillai is a friend whom I have
known for a great many years. He was always a busy man that
never lev a minute go by in idleness. 1 have always learnt to
expect from him work of a useful kind and so have all his friends
who know him as 1 do. I am really glad that such us he should
have set himself to the task of whut I may call a most wholesome
weeding process. 1t 1s true, as he says, that much useless and
perhaps injurious information obtains currency among the masses
regarding the war and it is vime indeed that measures are taken
o counteract such baneful influences. Apparently Mr. Ganga-
haram Pillai, with the numerous Buropean friends he has, owes
h is book of hisj to the suggestion of some one or more of them,



I wish my friend every suceess in this public work that he has

undertaken.
C. R. Namasivaya MUDALIAR,

Kaveri Bouse, J Lecturer in Tamil,
Madras. % Govt. College for Women,
28.7-1915. Madras.

Pandit O. 5. Gangatharam Pillai’s patriotic enterprise lays
before the Vernacular-speaking public the history of the Great
War treated in a manner that will be appreciated by the masses
in India, especially by the younger generation. The ignorance
and credulity of the majority of the public are likely to lead
them into an interprelation of the War to the projudice of the
best interests of the empire and humanity. The prgsent effors
of Mr. Gangatharam Pillai would, I have no doubt, open their
eyes to the real interests thut are at stake and enable them to
await with patience and confidence the verdict of sane humanity
on the horrors of barbarism.

Every man and woman in the street who can read the history,
would, I feel sure, become fairly well acquainted with the Kuiser
and his German ways.

o RaMaN Puray, Mu,, o, b (Hdin).
ligmore, Asst, Health Oficer,
1st Aug.’l5 E Corporation of Madras.

et

I read through some parts of the History of the Present
Woar just brought out by Pandit O. S, Gangatharam Pillai.  I¢
is a very useful book and its publication is quite oppOrtune. [
am sure it will do much good to the young student and the masses
ignorant of English as 1t will give them an insight into the real
causes which brought about the War and into the real state of
affairs (in Burope) at present.

Madras, M. KRISINAN B.A., B.L.,
23-7-15. } (Retired) Malayalam Translator to
' Governmenment & Professor, Presidency College

San Thome 8-8-195.
The great war in Europe in by Paudit O. 8. Gangatharam
Pillai is a popular history of the great war in simple Vernaculars.
I'he book should be read with interest by the general reader,
and will help to dispel wrong notions about the present crisis.

'The woodcuts add to the interest of the narrative.
M. S. H, 'HoMrsoN B.A,,

Asst. Inspecior of Eurapean and
Training dSchools, Madras.




1 first met Pandit. O. S. Gangatharam Pillay three years ago
when | went to his house to revise its assessment. Though our
acquaintence began in this unpromisiug way, the subsequent
knowledge 1 have had of him confirmed the impression I formed
of him, that he is a man well suited to communicate to people less
favoured than himself his own treasure of knowledge, I am glad
he is utilising this talent jun a useful way by telling our readers
some facts about the present [furopean war, I cannot conceive
of a better return in Pandit Gangatharam Pillai’s case. His main
work in life has been to interpret the Vernaculars to English
readers ; it is now his turn to render European ideas to the Indian
people.

Rao Bahadur T, Vuavavacaa CHARIAR M.A,

Madras, Revenue Officer,
3rd Aug, 1915. Corporation of Madras.

1 have known Mr. O. 8. Gangatharam Pillai from the begin-
ning ot his career as Tamil Munshi to Huropeans and Pandit
in more than one Kuropean School. I aw glad to be able to say
that in capability no less than 1n assiduity in the useful work of
his choice, 1 have not met his equal. He serves as a link between
India and Kngland, and having, for nearly 20 years, interpreted
India to Huropeans as few others can do, he has now undertaken
to interpres Europe to Indians, by bringing out a most necesary
and opportune work on the present War. 1 really believe that he
is eminently fitted forthe task and so, I trnst, the world will find
him, and encourage him as he so well deserves,

Kilpauk, Dr. W. H. HaLLER.
10-8-191.

The Hon’ble Mr. (. Ricamonn, Bar.-at-Law,
President of the Anglo-Indian Association,
Linden Towers,
Anderson’s Road, Nungumbaukum,

1 am not acquinted with Vernacalars and 1 have not had
before the pleasure of perusing Pandit Gangatharam Pillay’'s Book
on the ¢ Great War in Europe,” I have however had excellent
reporis of the work from others who have read and have had
the book read by a friend. The Pandit’'s efforts to produce a
book ot the kind are really considerable and I think the book
will prove a useful one. It ought strongly to appeal to the
vernasoular reading public.

19th Auge 1915. T. RicaMonD.




Palmwood,
Kilpatk, 19th Aug. 15

Pandit O. 8. Gangatharam Pillay deserves every encourage-
ment for the publication of his work on the “Great War.” Tle
has evidently bestowed muach thought and pains on his patriotic
task. The ideaunderlying the work is commenduble and would
tend to remove false impressions regarding the caunse and pro-
gress of the war., The book is moderately priced and ought to
be widely circulated and vead by the masses of the people. There
18 no reason why this work should not be introduced as a text
book in vhe Elementary schools, and ecirculated and published
in the principal vernacular languages of the Madras Presidency,

A. E. RENCONTRE,
Senior Partner of Messrs Rencontre and Thirumalai Pillai,

Solicitors, Madras.

Pudukkottai,

2xth June 1915.
My dear friend,

I thank you for your kindness in sending me your book
on the ‘Great War' for my perusal. It was a treat to me to go
through every page of it, teeming as it does with accurate in-
formation on the subject. 1Its appearance is quite timely. In
my humble opinion, a careful perusal of its pages will serve
to efface from the minds of the half-informed and illiterate people
who form the majority of the news - mongers, the impression that
our benign Emperor and His Government at home brought the
war on themselves, and forced the same also on the poor,
voiceless Indians. Your book is an unmistakable evidence of
the careful study you have made of the history of the growth of
the Navy in the diiferent European countries now warring with
one another, and it is difficult to pitch upon a better production
in the field than this, that can really help to enlighten the Verna-
cular reading public at large on the gravity of the situation from
the first, the justice of the British cause, and their preparedness
to work and fight unseltishly for the world’s good.

1 am sure that your book will find acceptance at the hands
of, nay, will be sought for by, every loyal subject of His Imperial
Majesty, citizen or villager, who cherishes, in his heart, of hearts,
the interests of his country and his sovereign Master, our King-
Emperor. My several friends here who perused your book with
me testify to its immense usefulness and equally hope with me
that it will best serve its purpose, and set right every thinking
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mind. Will you please see your way to undertake this joyful
trouble, and help up the masses, and the growing wminds of the
present generation of students everywhere, more especially in the
numerous cural sehools, with doing all your best to place this
valuable book within their reach ?

It is no small credit to you that you have enhanced the
usefulness and value of your publication with a collection of
choice woodcuts ot important personages. the new types of
machines used in the present war, and other important places
and scenes and events.

Yours very sincerly,

P. Cuaxrarani IYENGAR, B.A.,
Ist Assistant Lecturer,

. H 'The Maha Rajah’s College, Pudukkottai,
Superintendent, Meteorological Observatory, Pudukkottai.

Pandit O. 8. Gangatharam Pillai, the nuthor of this ‘All about
the War’ is doing not only an imperial, but also a patriotic
sevvice in helping his countrymen to think imperially. Our
people have so long been like frogs in the well that now that they
are emerging into the open plain of contemporary history, they
require to be taught to view in their true perspective the great
happenings on the stage of the wide, wide world. Only too often
do they fall an easy prey to all sorts of vague rumours, leaning
as these rumours, invariably do towards a pessimistic view of
things. There is nothing like a plain narrative of events to
remedy this evil, for it is nothing less than an evil and a national
calamity that in men’s minds fears should prevail and hopes
gshould be brushed aside.

“Say not the struggle nought availeth,

'he labour and the wounds are vain,

The enemy faints not, nor faileth,

And as things have been they remain.

1f hopes were dupes, fears may be liars.

1t may be, in yon smoke concealed,

Your comrades chase e’en now the tliers,
And, but for you, possess the field.

For while the tired waves, vainly breaking,
Seem here no painful inch to gain,

Far back, through creeks and inlets making,
Comes silent, flooding in, the main;

And not by eastern windows only,

When daylighs comes, comes in the light,
In frons, the sun climbs slow, how slowly,
But westward, look, the land is bright.”
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It is towards creating this manly, enlightened confidence,
among the peoples, in the ultimate issue of the Great War, that
Mr. Gangudharam  Pillai’s plain, simple, straightforward story
is useful.

0. Kavpaswamr Cierry,

Senior Lecturer in Knglish, Madras Christian College.

“Wedderburn Villa.”
Egmore, 25-5-15.

One of the most important duties of a loyal and patriotic
British subject at this hour is to enable his countrymen rightly to
understand the issues at stake in the “Great War in Europe,” so
that they may, in their own sphere, however limited, do what
they can to ensure the success of the arms of Great Britain and
her Allies ! And what Pandit S. Gangatharam Pillai, with his
long experience of men and things, does in this volume is to give
to his fellow-subjects in Vernaculars a clear idea of the dimen-
sions of the great struggle and the interests involved and the re-
sources employed. Iie has told the story in simple, elegant and
homely style and both the jyoung and the old will find the book
inspiring and stimulating. 1 shall be glad indeed to see it in the

hands of every boy aud girl in schools of the Presidency.

P. N. Raman Pinnai,
Late Editor, The *“ Madras Standard.”

THE GREAT EUROPEAN WAR IN VERNACULARS,
By Panomr O. S, Ganearoaram Pinnat

T welcome this hook as an opportune publication well calou-
laied to remove the erroneous impressions now unfortunstely
prevalent among the masses regarding the course of the Greay
European War and the present position of the belligerent nations.
From a cursory glance 1 have been able to give it, it appears to
give an accurate account of the leading features of the European
situation and the movements of the life and death struggle in
which the whole continent is engaged. It is writien in a clear
and simple style easily intelligible to all. I trust it will have a
wide circulation and produce the desired effect of disseminating
correct intormation on such a vital subject. Dedicated to the
Hon’ble Dr. Nuir M. D. und introduced with u preface by the
Rev. Dr. Lazarus, B.A. .0, the book appears before the public
with high credentials and is bound to become popular and be in
the hunds ot a wide circle of readers.

Madras } K. Ramanusa CHARIAR, B.A.,
25t/ Ang. I915.§ Professor of History, Pachaiyappa’s College.
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Pandit O S. Gangatharam Pillai has been giving me an idea of
his book on the ‘Gréat European War.” Nearly everywhere Govern-
ment have realised the danger of allowing the masses to get their
ideas about the great issues now being fonght out—from rumours
and from reports and from the hilf-truths thot circulate in bazaars.
The Pandit has done a great service by the present attempt to edu-
cate the people to a clear understanding of the war and its course.
It is a book that is bound to dispel error and hazy views,and I am
sure that if this is achieved, the author will feel amply rewarded. It
has been a great pleasure to get an account of the book and its aims
from Pandit Gangatharam Pillai himself.

(Sd,) M. A. CaANDETH, B A, L LB (CANTAB).

Bar-at-Law, Indian Educational] Service,
Additional Professor of History,

Presidency College, Madras.

My good friend Mr. O. S. Gangatharam Pillai is not entitled to
have an opinion from me on his book ; for it is bound to be euologis-
tic, and he knows it as well as 1 do. But he forces neinto an
expression of it, and I shall not spare him. He has for twenty years
or thereabouts been doing a great good to his countrymen as a Munshi
10 a most unobtrusive manner, by rightly interpreting their ways and
thoughts to Luropeans. and he himself has been imbibing, what is
more, circulating among his rather numerous and varied circles of
friends aird acquaintances, just and proper notions of the stirling
qualities of the English people And now at last he has his chance, I
believe, the crowning opportunity of his long and useful career as
‘laterpreter’ between England and India. The civilized world is pass-
ing thiough a great crisis at the present moment and our own country
is no exception to it. Great results are anticipated when the crisis
shall have been over, and India has a peculiar task in preparing
herself for such results. The one thing which at the present moment
our countrymen should guard against, is to allow false and 10jurious
notions of the great doings now taking place in Europe to get the
hold of ignorant minds. This is the avowed object of Mr, Pillai in
his present undertaking, and I believe, he is bound to succeed in this
noble undertaking from ithe successful manner in which he bas
acquitted himself in the preparatiou of |is book on the ““Great War
in Europe.”

T. P. SrINIVASAN,
Additional Translator,
High Court, Madras
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