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PREFACE

Tmis third and last volume of the Persian Catalogue consists of two distinct parts.
The first completes the descriptive portion of the Catalogue. It contains notices of
461 MSS., which, added to the contents of the first two volumes, brings up the total of
MSS. described to 2536.

Of thgse 461 volumes a large proportion, consisting of the first 429 numbers,
belong to the Elliot Collection, which relates almost exclusively to Indian history, and
was purchased in the year 1878. They have been dealt with as a separate group, and
are arranged on a plan similar to that of the preceding part of the catalogue.

The remaining thirty-two volumes are recent acquisitions from various sources.
They have been described in numerical order (pp. 1062 to 1075).

The sccond part of the volume comprises five appendices to the whole catalogue.
They arc:— .

1. AvpiTions AND CORRECTIONS, p. 1077. These are complementary notices
resulting, for the most part, from the accession of fresh material, together with some
emendations of oversights and of typographical errors.

2. InpeEx oF TrITLES, p. 1099. The titles are given in the original character; and
the list is not confined to works extant in the collection; but, in addition, it includes
both the works referred to by writers themselves, either as their authorities or as
previous compositions of their own, and also those which are ascribed to them by
biographers, as far as such works are incidentally mentioned in the catalogue. Refer-
ences of the former and more important class will be easily distinguished by means of
the heavier type of the numerical figures.

8. InDEX oF PERrsONS’ Names, p. 1137. This index comprises authors and their
patrons, translators, celebrated calligraphers, and generally all persons noticed in the
catalogue, without, however, including the sovereigns whose names occur only in the
statement of the contents of historical works. With a view to facilitate research, dates
have been added wherever they could be ascertained or approximately determined.

‘ b
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4. CrAssep INDEX, p. 1187. Although the system of classification adopted in the
first two volumes of the catalogue embraces the great bulk of the Persian MSS., it not
seldom happens that works treating of the same or kindrcd subjects are noticed far
apart from each other. This arises partly from the not inconsiderable number of MSS.
of mixed and often heterogeneous contents, partly from the fact that recent acquisitions
have been separately described in the third volume. The object of the classed index is
to remedy this inconvenience, and to exhibit in one view under their respective classes,
and, as far as possible, in chronclogical sequence, all the works extant in the collection.

5. NumericAL JNDEX, p. 1209. The numbers, or numecrical designations, of the
MSS. of the several collections or serics are here given in arithmetical order, with
reference to the pages of the catalogue where they are described.

EXTENT, ORIGIN, AND GROWTIL OF TIIE PERSIAN COLLECTION.

The above-mentioned total of 2536 MSS. described in this catalogue includes some
which, although containing Persian texts, might with equal or better right be claimed
for the Arabic or Turkish collection, and also a few Persian documents of small extent
and little import which occur in miscellaneous volumes. But, after subtracting such
doubtful elements, it will be found that the Persian collection does not fall far short of
2600 volumes, while the number of Arabic MSS. does not reach 2000, and every other
collection of Oricntal MSS. in the Muscum is far below that amount.

The Persian collection may be said to be a creation of the present century, for at
the close of the last it hardly amounted to 150 volumes. Considering the long and
intimate connexion of England with India, one might naturally suppose that it came
chiefly from the latter country. For a considerable portion of it, such is undoubtedly
the fact; and, indeed, the numerous class of MSS. appertaining to that luxuriant
branch of Persian literature which flourished in Tndia could hardly have any other
place of origin.

On the other hand, it will be presently scen that the most extensive and valuable
addition ever made to our Persian library came from the western borders of Iran, and
that several others are derived from Persia proper, while even those collections which
were formed in India comprise a considerable number of MSS. originally written in
Persia. .

We now enter upon the grateful task of recording the names of the chief con-
tributors to the Persian collection, placing in the first rank the eminent man to whom
the credit is due of having laid the true foundation of our Oriental library in the four
branches of Arabic, Persian, Turkish, and Syriac literatures,
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Craupius James Ricm, born in Dijon in the year 1787, and educated in Bristol,
evinced from boyhood an cager taste and cxceptional aptitude for linguistic acquire-
ments. Taving obtained an appointment in the East-India Company’s Service, he
embarked for the East in 1804, and during a stay of some years in Turkey, Egypt, and
India made himself a complete master of the leading languages of Asia.

In 1808 he was appointed Resident at Baghdad, and applied himself with untiring
energy to the collecting of Oriental MSS. His success was such that, after the lapse of
four years, he found himself in possession of no less than 392 volumes in Arabic,
Persian, and Turkish. A catalogue of these, drawn up in Latin by himself, was sent to
Vienna, and published in the Mines de 1’Orient, vol. iii., p. 828, and vol. iv., pp. 111,
288, 455.

After his return from a visit to Europe, in 1813, Rich added largely to his collection,
which is justly termed by his biographer® the most extensive ever brought together by
any private person in the Fast. The disturbed state of Baghdad, which culminated in
an attack upon the Residency, compelled him in 1820 to remove to Basrah, and thence
to Shiraz, where he was carricd off by ~holera on the 5th of October, 1821, at the early
age of thirty-four.

IIis collection of MSS., which was purchased for the Museum by Act of Parliament
in 1825, consists of 802 volumes, which now bear the numbers 7141—7942 in the series
of Additionnl MSS. They fall under the following heads: 390 Arabie, 230 Persian,
110 Turkish, 65 Syriac and Carshunie, 3 Armenian, 3 Greek, and 1 Hebrew.

A table printed at the end of the Numerical Index, p. 1228, shows the cor-
respondence of the original nos. of Rich’s Persian MSS. as they appear in the Mines
de POrient, with those which they have received in the Museum.

Four more Persian MSS,, Rich’s latest acquisitions, which had been reserved by
his widow, were, shortly after her death in 1879, presented to the Trustees by his son-
in-law, Claude Brskine, Esq. They are now designated Oriental MSS. 2194—2197.

The Rich Collection covers the entire ficld of Persian literature. It abounds in
early copies of standard writers, and includes works of great rarity, some previously
unknown. The limits of our space will allow us to mention only a few of the most
remarkable, referring for further details to the pages of the catalogue:—

History. Jami' ut-Tavarikh, by Rashid ud-Din, a bulky folio from the library of
Shahrukh, the son of Timur (p. 74).——Mavﬁhib Ilahi, a history of the Muzaffaris, by
Mu'in Yazdi (p. 168).—History of Tabaristan, by Ibn Isfandiyar (p. 202).—Tij ul-
Ma’agir, by Hasan Nizami, dated A.H. 711. (p. 239).—Tarikh i Sadr i Jahan, a history

& A brief notice of the life of Rich by an anonymous friend is prefixed to his * Narrative of a residence in
Koordistan and on the site of ancient Nineveh,” edited by his widow, London, 1836. Another posthumous work
of Rich entitled * Narrative of a Journey to the site of Babylon in 1811, with two memoirs on its ruins, and a

narrative of a Journey to Persepolis,” was also edited by his widow, London, 1839,
) : b2
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written for Mahmiid Shih of Gujrit about A.H. 907 (pp. 86, 1079).—Maksad ul-Aksa,
a history of Muhammad and the early Khalifs, translated from the Arabic by Husain
Khwarazmi, circa A.H. 830 (pp. 144, 1081).—Hasht Bihisht, a history of tho early
Osmanlis, by Idris Bidlisi, A.H. 910, in two large folios (p. 216).—History of the
Persian General Rustam Khin, by Bijan (p.‘188).—Kisas ul-Khakani, a history of Shah
‘Abbas II., by Vali Kuli Shamli (p. 190).—Tabsirat ul-"Avam, a history of creeds and
sects, composed about A.H. 650, by Murtaza ‘Alam ul-Huda (pp. 140, 1081).—Lata’if
Namah, or lives of poets, tranalated from ‘Al Shir’s Tagkirah, and continued to A.H.
927, by Fakhri (p. 365).

Sciences. Tafhim, the astronomical treatise of al-Birtini, a fine copy dated A.I.
685 (p. 451).—Durrat ut-T3j, an encyclopeedia written for Amirah Dubaj, king of Gilan,
by Kutb ud-Din Shirazi (p. 434).—Zij i Ilkhani, or astronomical tables of Nasir ud-Din
Tasi, a copy of the 14th century (p. 454).

Lezica. Sharafnimah i Ahmad Munyari, a glossary compiled by Ibrihim Kivim
circa A.H. 870 (p. 492).—Tuhfat us-Sa‘adat, written for Sultan Sikandar Lodi A.H. 916
(p. 493).—Majma® ul-TFurs, by Surari, about A.H. 1008 (p. 498).—Kanz ul-Lughat,
compiled for the Kir Giya of Gilin, circa A.H. 870 (p. 507).

Poetry. 'The rare Divans of Mas‘td i Sa‘'d and Abul-Faraj Rini (p. 549) and of Saif
Isfarangi (p. 582).—Our earliest copy of the Khamsah of Nizami, written in minute
Naskhi A.H. 802 (p. 564).—A poctical version of Kalilah and Damnah, composed about
A.H. 660 for [zz ud-Din Kaika'ds, Sultan of Rum, by an otherwise unknown poet,
Ahmad Kani‘ (p. 582).—Two fair copies of the Khamsah of Amir Khusrau, dated A.H.
981 and 982 (p. 616).—Five poems of Khwaji Kirmani, dated A.IL. 934 (p. 622).—The
Kulliyat of Katibi, written by Sultin ‘Ali Mashhadi A.H. 857 (p. 637).—The Divin of
Naziri of Tas, an otherwise unknown poet, who lived at the court of the Balimanis,
circa 850 (p. 641).—Shahnimah i Shah Isma'il, by Kisimi, a richly ornamented copy,
described by Rich as “a relick of the great Sefiviyan library” (p. 660).—Three poems
in Guran (pp. 728—733). This language, which Rich took for a variety of Kurdish,
proves to be a genuine Persian dialect, which, although in an advanced stage of phonetic
decay, has preserved some curious archaic forms.

Miscellaneous. Tafsir i Tabari, translated for the Amir Mangir B. Nah A.H. 346
(p. 8).—Makamat i Hamidi, a copy of the 13th century (p. 747).—Al-Faraj Ba‘d ash-
Shiddat, translated from the Arabic of Kazi Tanukhi, dated A.IL. 903 (p. 7561).—Mahbab
ul-Kulib, a collection of tales, by Barkhwurdar circa A.IL 1050 (pp. 767, 1093).

While Rich was residing at Baghdad, Persia was visited by a man, some years his
senior, who has left a greater mark in history. Major-General Siz JoaNn MaLcoLm, who
was born in 1769 and died in 1833, is no less known by his distinguished services in
war and diplomacy than by his literary productions. The principal of these are his
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History of Persia, which was published in 1815, and remains to this day the standard work
on that subject, and his still more popular Sketches of Persia, which appeared in 1827.°

Malcolm was twice sent by the Governor-General of India on political missions to
the Court of Teheran, in the years 1800 and 1810, and was received on both occasions
with marked regard by Fath ‘Ali Shah, with whom he became a special favourite.
Being an accomplished Persian scholar and a passionate lover of Firdausi and other
classical poets, he availed himself of his rare opportunities to secure some exceptionally
fine copies of their works.

Iis collection of forty-seven volumes (now designated Add. 24409—24418, 27236
—27275), partly of Persian, partly of Indian origin, was purchased of his son, General
George A. Malcolm, in two separate portions, in the years 1862 and 1865. It includes
some MS8S. which originally belonged to Maleolm’s brother-in-law, Sir Jorx MacpoNALD
KiNNETR.

The latter, who had been residing some years in the Carnatic as Political Agent at
the Court of the Navvib, accompanied Sir John Maleslm on his second mission to
Persia. He was subsequently appointed Minister at the Court of Teheran, and died at
his post in 1831 (sce p. 894). He is the author of a “Geographical Memoir of the
Persian Empire,” London, 18183, and of a ¢ Journey throuzh Asia Minor, Armenia, and
Koordistan,” London, 1818.

To Sir John Malcolm are due—

A richly illuminated Shahnimah of the 16th century (p. 536).

Another copy remarkable for the copiousness of its text, which was the main source
of Lumsden’s edition (p. 537).

Two illuminated copies of the Khamsah of Nizami (pp. 571, 866), the latter of
which, dated A.H. 821, contains, in addition, the Khamsah of Amir Khusrau, and the
rarc Gul u Nauruz of Jalal Tabib.

A splendid MS. of the Bastan of Sa'di, written by the poet and calligrapher Rukn
ud-Din Mas'id, and dated at Agra, A.H. 1039 (p. 603).

The curious and exquisitely ornamented volume described as a pocket-library,
written A.H. 813 for Mirzi Iskandar, grandson of Timir and Viceroy of Fars (p. 868).

The presentation copies of two works dedicated to Malcolm, Tashrih ul-Akvam
(p. 66), and Tazkirat ul-Umara (p. 302), both profusely illuminated by Hindu artists.

A history of Aki Muhammad Kajar, by Muhammad Saru’i (p. 199).

The MSS. which bear the name of Kinneir are all historical, and appear to have
been presented to that gentleman by ‘Azim ud-Daulah, Navvab of the Carnatic. They
include the rare history of Shiah “Abbas I. by Jalal Munajjim (p. 184), and the Futihat i
*Adilshahi (p. 317).

s See the “ Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir John Malcolm,” by J. W. Kaye, London, 1856,
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The residency of Baghdad, left vacant by the death of Rich, was filled some years
later by Colonel RoBerT TAYLOR, avho occupied the post from 1828 to 1843, and died at
Boulogne in 1852.* During his previous long residence in the East, chiefly at Bushehr
and Basrah, and while accompanying Sir Gore Ouseley on his mission to the Persian
Court, Col. Taylor had acquired a thorough knowledge of Arabic and Persian. Follow-
ing in the track of his predecessor, he carried on the search after Oriental MSS. with the
same unremitting energy. But he was more discriminate, not to say fastidious, in his
choice, and confined his sclection almost exclusively to early copies of important works
of historical or geographical interest. The result was a collection which, although
numerically inferior to that of Rich, may be said to exceed it in intrinsic valuec.

It consists of 855 volumes (now Add. MSS. 23252—23606), viz., 247 Arabic,
90 Persian, 11 Turkish, 7 Syriac and Mendaitic ; and was purchased of Col. Taylor’s
widow in the year 18G0.

The Persian section includes

The general history of Khwurshih, known as Elchi e Nizamshah, a work written
A L. 970, at the Court of Shah Tahmasp (p. 107).

An carly and complete copy of Tarikh i Vassaf (p. 161).

Tarikh i Giti-gushai, a history of the Zand dynasty (p. 196).

Zinat ut-Tavarikh, a voluminous historical compilation, written for Fath *Ali Shah,
A .TI. 1221 (p. 135).

An carly copy of the Sharaf Nimah, or history of the Kurds by Sharaf Khin
Bidlisi (p. 208).

Three works relating to the history of Shashtar and its famous dyke (pp. 214,
215, 383).

A fair and early copy of Majalis ul-Maminin (p. 337).

A narrative of a journey to England by Mirza Abul-Hasan, the Persian Ambassador
of Morier’s ¢ Haji Baba” (p. 380).

Nafa'is ul-Funiin, a voluminous encyclopsedia compiled about A.H. 750: a nearly
contemporary copy (p. 437).

Siyar ul-Mulak, a treatise on king-craft by the famous Nizam ul-Mulk (p. 444).

Zakhirah i Khwarazmshahi, or thesaurus medicinse, composed circa A.H. 500
(p. 466).

Tuhfat ul-Ahbib, a rare poetical glossary, by Hifiz Aubahi, A.H. 936 (p. 494).

Col. Taylor had an illustrious successor in the person of Colonel, now Major-
General, S;ir HENnRy CrREswICKE RawrinsoN, K.C.B., whose brilliant achievements in
the decipherment of the cuneiform inscriptions, and learned researches in Eastern

* Sce a Memoir of the Life of Col. R. Taylor, written by his son-in-law, T. K. Lynch, Esq., and printed in
the preface to the Arabic Catalogue of the British Museum, p. ii.
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geography, are too well known to need recording here. Previous to his appointment in
1843 to the Residency of Baghdad, where he remained as Consul-General until 1851,
Sir Henry*had spent ten years, partly in Persia, where he held a command in the army
of the Shah, partly in Afghanistan as Political Agent. In 1859 he was sent as Envoy
Extraordinary to the Court of Teheran.

In the rarity and importance of its contents, and more especially in the marked
preponderance of historical works, the collection of Sir Ilenry Rawlinson bears a close
resemblance to that of Col. Taylor, to which, however, it is inferior in point of numbers.
It consists of 104 volumes (Oriental MSS. 1491—1594), viz., 756 Arabic, 23 Persian,
2 Turkish, 3 Syriac, and 1 Pehlevi; and it was acquired for the Muscum in the year 1877.

Of the Persian MSS. the most valuable are—

The first, and only extant, volume of the Geography of Hifiz Abra, written for
Shahrukh A.H. 820, and containing a full and important history of Khorasan (p. 421).

A geographical work, with maps, translated for the Amir of Jand about A.H. 616
from an Arabic original ascribed to Jaihani (p. 417). This is a modern transcript from
an old and fine MS. obtained by Sir Henry at Isfahan in 1837 and lost in the troubles
of Afghanistan.

A general history compiled A.II. 816 for Mirza Iskandar, Viceroy of Fars, and
containing a contemporary account of the campaigns of Timur (p. 1062).

The Haft Paikar of Nizami, written by a cclebrated calligrapher, Shih Mahmad
Nishapuri, A.H. 952 (p. 574).

To Sir JonN CampBELL, who in 1831 succeeded Sir John Macdonald Kinneir as
British Envoy at the Persian Court and took an active share in the transactions which
secured the throne to Muhammad Shiah (sce p. 893), the Museum is indebted for
sixteen Persian MSS. (Add. 22692—22707) which were purchased of his widow in the
year 1859.

They include—

An early copy of the Guzidah, to which is added a history of the Muzaffari dynasty
composed A.H. 823 (p. 80).

A volume containing two very rarc works, a history of the Saljik dynasty by
Muhammad Ben un-Nizim, and a contemporary account of the Karikhitiis of Kirman
by Nasir ud-Din Yazdi (p. 848).

Tarikh i Jahan-ard, a detailed history of Fath ‘Ali Shah by Muhammad Sadik
(p. 200).

An illuminated copy of the Khamsah of Amir Khusrau, dated A.H. 978 (p. 616).

A Divan of the same poet, dated A.H. 890 (p. 614).

A Divan of Khayali, dated A.II. 889 (p. 639).

The Right Honourable Sik CuHARLES AuGustus MURRAY was the immediate pre-
decessor of Sir Henry Rawlinson at the Court of Persia, to which he was sent as Envoy
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Extraordinary in the year 1854. He had previously filled the post of Consul-General
in Egypt, to which he was appointed in 1844. Both countries are represented in his
collection, which was purchased for the Museum in 1875, and contains 46 Coptic and
Arabic, and 15 Persian MSS. (Oriental MSS. 1314—1373).

Of the latter, the most remarkable are—Richly illuminated 16th century copies of
the Zafar Nimah (p. 176), of the Khamsah of Nizami (p. 572), and of the Kulliyat i
Sa'di (p. 599), the last from the library of Fath ‘Ali Shah.

An account of the numerous descendants of Fath ‘Ali S8hah (p. 201).

A fine album of miniatures and specimens of calligraphy (p. 786).

Two more names will complete the list of collections formed in Persia or on its
borders. The Reverend J. H. STernscuuss, on his return from that country, where he
had resided some years as missionary, offered to the Museum in 1851 a set of 53
Oriental MSS. (Add. 18497—18549), nine of which were Persian. Among the latter
are found—

Our earliest copy of the Shahnamah, written in Naskhi, probably in the 13th
century, and stated to come from Yazd (p. 533).

A very fine and valuable copy of the complete works of Amir Khusrau, dated A.H.
923 (p. 609).

The poems of Shaukat, a Kajar prince (p. 727).

Khulasat ul-Afkar, or notices of poets compiled A.H. 1211, by Abu Talib Khin
(p. 878).

M. ALEXANDRE JABA, who was appointed in 1856 Russian Consul in Erzeroum, is
well known to Oriental scholars as the chief authority on the Kurdish language. His
« Recueil de notices et réeits Kourdes *” was published in St. Petersburg in 1860, and his
¢ Dictionnaire Kurde-Frangais,”” in the same place in 1879. His collcction, consisting
of 46 Turkish, 38 Arabic, and 22 Persian MSS. (Oriental 1126—1231), was purchased
by the Musuem in 1872,

The Persian section comprises—

Our earliest copy of the Magnavi of Jalal ud-Din Rami, written probably about
A.D. 1400 (p. 586).

The revised cdition of the same pocm, by ‘Abd ul-Latif Gujrati (p. 589).

The apocryphal seventh Daftar of the Magnavi (p. 587).

A Divan of Jami, dated four years before the poet’s death (p. 644).

The Mukaddimat ul-Adab of Zamakhshari, dated A.H. 864 (p. 505).

Turning now to the accessions which the Persian collection has received from India,
we find a rich store of MSS., brought together during the last hundred years by a
succession of eminent men, all of them civil or military servants of the Honourable East-
India Company.
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First of these in point of time, as well as in rank and fame, stands WaRREN
Hasrines, whose stock of Oriental MSS., however, is by no means proportionate to the
place he fills in history. It amounts to twenty Persian and Arabic volumes (Oriental
MSS. 11056—1124) found among his voluminous papers, which did not reach the
Museum until the year 1872. The historical works, which form the main part of the
Persian section, are of common occurrence, with the only exception of Salim Ullah’s
history of the Nizims of Bengal (p. 312).

Captain Cnarces HaMizTo,® of the Bengal establishment, one of the first members
of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, is known as the author of an ¢ Historical Relation of
the origin and progress of the Rohilla Afgans,” published in 1787, and of the transla-
tion of the Persian Hidayah, printed in London, 1791. The original of the latter work,
in four volumes (p. 23), is found among the 256 MSS. (Additional 5543—5567) which he
left at his death, in 1792, and which were purchased for the Museum in 1794. They
comprise also the Persian and Arabic dictionaries of “Abd ur-Rashid Tattavi (pp. 500, 510)
and a hitherto unnoticed Arabic lexicon compiled for Jahangir (p. 509).

The first Indian collection of any extent is due to NATHANIEL BRrassey H ALHED,
the well-known author of a * Code of Gentoo Laws,” compiled by desire of Warren
Hastings, and published under his authority in London, 1776 (see p. 62). Halhed was
one of the first pioneers in the field of Sanskrit, and an eager inquirer into the creed,
mythology, and legends of the Hindus, which, the original language being yet in a
great measure a sealed letter, he was fain to study at second hand through the medium
of the Persian translations. Copies of these, covered with his annotations, form a
prominent feature of his collection. Ilis M3S., 93 in number (Additional 5569—5661),
59 being Persian, were bought partly of a bookseller, partly of himself, in the years 1795
and 1796. They include—

Two copies of the Persian version of the Mahabhirata made by command of Akbar,
the first of which is copiously illuminated with Hindu drawings (p. 57).

Translations of the Bhagavad-giti, Bhagavata-Purana, and Yoga-Vasishtha
(pp. 59—61).

Two copies of the Kashf ul-Lughat, a poetical glossary compiled about A.II. 950
by *Abd ur-Rahim Siir (p. 495).

A fino Shahnamah with numerous miniatures in the Indian style, once belonging
to the Emperor Jahangir (p. 636).

Contemporary copies of the Divan of Talib Amuli (p. 679) and of the rare Diviin of
Rafi (p. 672).

* Sce Rose's “ Biographical Dictionary,” vol. viii. p. 196.
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A still larger set of Oriental MSS., consisting of 180 volumes (Additional 6528—
6657) was bequeathed to the Museum in 1825 by the Rev. John Fowler Hull. They
appear to have been collected in India by JaAMES GRANT, whose name and official seal
are to be seen on most of them.

James Grant, who held from 1780 to 1784 the post of Resident at the Court of
Nizam ‘Alj, had transcripts made for him of some important historical works in the
library of Samsim ul-Mulk in Haidarabad. After his return to Bengal he was appointed,
in 1786, Chicf Serrishtadar of the Board of Revenue, and carried on a searching
investigation into the native system of land-tenure. Some of the materials collected by him
for that purpose are found in his papers (p. 408), and the information he obtained was
embodied in an “ Inquiry into the nature of Zemindary tenures,” printed in London, 1790.

The Persian division of this collection consists of 106 MSS., chiefly historical. The
following are some of the most valuable :—

Ma’agir ul-Umara, or lives of the great Amirs of the Indian empire, transcribed
from a MS. in the library of the author, Samsam ul-Mulk Shahnaviz Khan (p. 839).

Mirat us-Safa (p. 129), Tarikh i Khafi Khan (p. 232), Mir'at ul-Varidat (p. 275), all
copied from MSS. in the same library.

An early and rare translation of the Memoirs of Babar, by Mirza Payindah (p. 801).

Tabakat i Akbari, from the library of Aurangzib (p. 220).

An anonymous history of the Kutubshahis (p. 320).

A 15th century copy of the Zafar-Nimah with the Mukaddimah (p. 174).

Madar ul-Afazil, a copious Persian dictionary by Ilahdad Faizi (p. 496).

Farhang i Jahingiri, transcribed from a MS. corrected by the author (p. 497).

Mihr u Mushtari by ‘Assar, with Persian miniatures, dated A.H. 876 (p. 626).

About the beginning of the present century a collection of considerable extent
and great value was formed by Major WirLiam YuLe, who was born in East Lothian
in 1764, went to India as a cadet in 1781, rcturned home in 1806, and died in
Edinburgh in 1839. Major Yule was no mecan Persian scholar: his MSS. are full of
marginal notes which bear testimony to their attentive perusal by the owner. They
were mostly collected during the latter years of his Indian career, when he was
Assistant-Resident in Lucknow under Lieut.-Col. William Scott, and afterwards in
Dehli under Lieut.-Col. David Ochterlony.*

The collection consists of 267 Arabic, Persian, and Hindustani MSS., now designated
Additional 16637—16880, 18401—18423. For this most valuable accession to the
Oriental library the Museum is indebted to the liberality of the three sons of the
collector, Sir George Udny Yule, C.B., K.C.8.1., the late Lieut.-Col. Robert Abercrombie

s For the above data we are indebted to Major-General Sir Frederic J. Goldsmid, who, in a review of the
second volume of the Porsian Catalogue inserted in the “Athenmum ™ of Sept. 24, 1881, has given intercsting
notices of three of the principal contributors to the Oriental Collection.
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Yule, and the learned editor of Marco Polo, Col. Henry Yule, C.B., who presented the
whole collection to the Trustees in two portions in the years 1847 and 1850.

ThePersian MSS., which amount to 232 volumes, and include many fine and
ancient copies written in Persia, are partly derived from the libraries of the Safavi
prince, Sultin Muhammad Mirza, of Tiket Rai, minister of Oude, and of the French
General Claude Martin, who died in Lucknow in 1800. We must here confine ourselves
to the mention of a few of the rarest and most choice :—

Tarikh i Ghazani, or Rashid ud-Din’s history of the Moghuls, a fine MS. of the
14th century (p. 78).

The Bafar-Namah of Nasir i Khusrau, a MS. dated A.H. 1102, which the learned
editor, M. C. Schefer, holds for the best copy extant of that extremely rare and curious
work (pp. 379, 1086).

A 16th century copy of the Majma® ul-Ansab (p. 83).

Rauzit ul-Jannit, or history of Herat, from the imperial library of Dehli (p. 207).

Tazkirat ul-Vikiat by Jauhar Aftabji, dated A.H. 1019 (p. 246).

Muntakhab ut-Tavarikh by Muhammad Yasuf Ataki (p. 122).

Mir’at i Aftibnumi, a copy presented to Col. David Ochterlony by the author
Shihnavaz Khian (p. 131).

Fava'id i Safaviyyah, a history compiled for Sultin Muhammad Mirza (p. 133).

Two rare histories of Kashmir (p. 297).

Nafahit ul-Uns by Jami, a copy dated A.IL. 916 and collated with the autograph
MS. of the author (p. 349).

The TazKirah of Shir Khin Lodi and the Riyaz ush-Shu‘ara of ‘Ali Kuli Daghistani
(pp- 870, 371).

A treatise on the art of war composed for Sultan Shams ud-Din Iltatmish about
A H. 620, by Fakhr ud-Din Mubarakshiah (p. 487).

The Danish Namah i ‘Ala’%i by Abu ‘Ali Ibn Sina (p. 433).

The rare Diviin of Rashid Vatvat (p. 553).

A fine illuminated copy of the Khamsah of Nizimi, dated A.II. 936 (p. 570).

An early collection of the works of Sa'di, with an unknown Muhazarah by Kamal
Isfahani (p. 600).

A fine 16th century MS. containing the Divans of Shams i Tabriz, Sand’i, and
Kasim i Anvar (p. 825).

Jami® ul-Hikayit by ‘Aufi; a 16th century copy (p. 749).

The Nigaristan, written in imitation of the Gulistan, A.H. 735, by Mu'ini Juvaini

(p. 754).
- Lat’if ut-Tavi’if by ‘Ali, son of Husain Va‘iz, dated A.H. 1087 (p. 757).

The next collection, one of the largest made in India, is due to the accomplished
translator of the ¢ Memoirs of Baber.” WitLian Ersking, born in Edinburgh in 1773,
‘ c 2



XX PREFACE.

was bred for the legal profession, and qualified as a Writer of the Signet. Sir James
Mackintosh, on his appointment as Recorder of Bombay in 1804, took him to India as his
Secretary,* and in 1809 gave him in marriage one of his daughters, a sister of Mrs. Rich.

In 1808 Erskine was appointed Clerk of the Court of Small Causes, and in 1820
Master in Equity. He was one of the founders and the first Secretary of the Literary
Society of Bombay, of which he subscquently became Vice-President. To its trans-
actions he contributed five learned dissertations relating to Parsi literature and Indian
antiquities, which have been summarised by Dr. John Wilson in the Journal of the
Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. iv., pp. 276—284.

In 1823 failing health compelled Erskine to leave India; but after a short interval
he resumed his studies and literary researches. He spent the last years of his life
chiefly in Edinburgh, at Pau, and at Bonn on the Rhine, and died in his native city on
the 28th of May, 1852."

His fame chiefly rests on two works written, or completed, after his return to
England, viz. the translation of the Autobiography of Baber, published in London, 1826,
with an introduction and notes, which display the author’s full command of the subject,
and the * History of India under the two first sovereigns of the House of Taimur, Baber
and Humayun,” completed in 1845, and edited, after the author’s dcath, by his son,
Claude Erskine, London, 1854. The masterly treatment of these two reigns must
inspire every rcader with deep regret that life and health were not vouchsafed to the
author for the carrying out of his original plan of a complete history of the house of
Timir from Babar to Aurangzib, a work for which he had collected ample materials.

These materials are happily preserved and accessible to all. They form thc main
and most valuable part of Erskine’s English papers, which, together with those of his
friend Dr. John Leyden, were liberally presented to the Museum, in 1865, by Claude
Erskine, Esq., and are now numbered Additional MSS. 265556—26621. They consist of
translations and abstracts which he made for himself of the following historical works:
Memoirs of Humiyun's reign by Jauhar (Add. 26608, 26620).—Tarikh i Rashidi by
Mirza Haidar Dughlat (Add. 26612).—Memoirs of Bayazid Bayit, relating to the reigns
of Humayin and Akbar, and brought down to A.H. 999 (Add. 26610).—Muntakhab ut-
Tavarikh by “Abd ul-Kadir Bada’uni (Add. 26609).—Akbar Namah by Abul-Fazl: the
reign of Humiyin (Add. 26607); abstract of the reign of Akbar (Add. 26620, 26621).—
Memoirs of Jahangir: the first ten years of the reign (Add. 26611).—Ikbal Namah i
Jahangiri (Add. 26612).—Tarikh i Khafi Khin: the reign of Shahjahan (Add. 26613-14);
the first part of the same work, extending from Bibar to the 21st year of Jahangir,

& Sir James wrote at that time that * he had the good fortune to bring out with him a young Scotch
gentleman, Mr. Erskine, who was one of the most amiable, ingenious, and accurately informed men of the world,”

® Sce the briof notices of Erskine’s life in the “Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society,” vol. xv., Pro-
ceedings, p. ii., and in the “ Calcutta Review,” vol. xxv. p. 287.
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translated by Captain Gordon and corrected by Erskine (Add. 26617—26619) ; abstract
of the same work from the accession of Shahjahin to the reign of Farrukhsiyar (Add.
26615-16).

Erskine’s Oriental MSS., purchased of the collector’s son in 1865, amount to 436
volumes, in Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Sindi, Sanskrit, Prakrit, Marathi, and Hindi, and
are now numbered Additional MSS. 26119—26554. The Memoirs of Babar are repre-
sented by a copy of the Turki original, dated A.H. 1039 (Add. 26324); two copies of
the Persian version made for Akbar (pp. 241, 245); and fragments of the earlier trans-
lation of Shaikh Zain (pp. 246, 926).

Among the Persian MSS., which are 195 in number, are found, besides the above,
the following valuable works :—

Tabakat i Nasiri, the carliest Persian history extant: a fair copy of the 14th
century (p. 72).

Tarikh Abulkhair-khini, an otherwise unknown history, composed for ‘Abd ul-Latif
Khin Uzbak about A.IL. 947 (p. 102).

Ulas Arba‘ah Changizi, also called Shajarat ul-Atrak (p. 164).

The Nigaristin of Ahmad Ghaffari, a copy written in the author’s lifetime,
A H. 970 (p. 106).

The rare third volume of Tarikh i Khafi Khan containing the history of the Deccan
(p- 235).

Ahval i Khavakin, a history of the succecssors of Aurangzib written A.II. 1147 by a
hitherto unnoticed author, an officer attached to Nizam ul-Mulk (p. 276).

Mir'at i Sikandari, a good and carly copy, dated A.H. 1042 (p. 287).

History of the Deccan by Lachhmi Narayan Shafik (p. 859).

Choice and carly copies of the Khamsah i Nizami (p. 571), of the Magnavi (p. 586),
and of the Haft Manzar (p. 653).

The venerable leader of Sanskrit scholars, Horace Hayman WiLsoNn, who resided
in India from 1808 to 1833, and died in London on the 8th of May 1860 at the age of
soventy-four,® left a few Persian and Ilindustani MSS. (Add. 24027—24048) which
passed, shortly after his death, to the British Museum.

Wilson was a fluent reader of Persian; and from these volumes hoe drew materials
for certain of the subjects of his wide-ranging research, especially that of Hindu castes
(pp- 854, 1095), and the history of Kashmir (pp. 206—299). They include also two
rare historical works: the Nidir uz-Zamani of Khwushhal Chand (p. 128), and the
account of the successors of Aurangzib by Ghulam *Ali Khan (p. 279).

s An account of Prof. Wilson’s lifs and of his prodigious literary work will be found in the “ Journal of the
Royal Asiatic Society,” vol. xviii., ““ Proceedings,” p. ii.
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The next collection has a very distinct character. It was formed by Siz HeNry
Miers Ervior, K.C B, between the years 1840 and 1852, with the special object of
bringing together all the extant records of Indian history.

Born in Westminster in the year 1808, Elliot entered the Indian service in 1827
as writer on the Bengal establishment. e soon rose to higher duties : we find him
successively Assistant-Magistrate, Magistrate, Collector, and Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, in Bareilly, Dehli, Meerut, Moradabad, and in the North-West Provinces. In
1847 he was appointed Sceretary to the Government of India in the Foreign Department,
and in that capacity he accompanied the Governor-General, Lord Hardinge, to the
Panjab. He continued to hold the same important post during the administration of
Lord Dalhousie, until broken health compelled him, in 1853, to leave India. He then
proceeded to the Cape of Good Hope, where he died at the boginning of the year 1854.

Adopting the plan sketched out by Erskine, Sir Henry Elliot gave it a wider scope.
A project, which he submitted in 1846 to the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West
Provinces, but which he was not destined to carry out, aimed at nothing less than the
publication #n extenso of the best native works illustrating the history of India during
the whole of the Muhammadan period. As a preliminary step, he was invited to com-
pile an index of such works as were to be included in the series.

In Elliot’s hands this index soon expanded into several volumes: it became an
exhaustive survey of the historical literature of India, with critical notices of the authors
and copious extracts from their works. The first volume was published in Calcutta,
1849, under the title of “Bibliographical Index to the Historians of Muhammedan India.”
At the same time a list of desiderata, drawn up in Persian and entitled Migbah ut-
Talibin, was distributed all over India, and had the desired effect of eliciting notices of
historical MSS. from every quarter and of drawing many a rare volume from its hiding-
place. The material grew apace, and the Index was re-modelled on a still more
extensive scale. Shortly before his death the author published a second and last
instalment of the work. It was printed at Cape Town in 1853, under the title of
“ Appendix to the Arabs in Sind, vol. iii., part i., of the Ilistorians of India.”

But the fruit of so much labour was not lost to the public. The voluminous papers
left by Sir Ilenry Elliot were entrusted in 1866 to the able editorship of the late
Professor John Dowson, who published them, on a modified plan and with valuable
additions of his own, in eight volumes, entitled * The History of India as told by its own
historians,” and printed in London from 1867 to 1877.

The Oriental MSS. of Sir H. Elliot are 4568 in number, 429 being Persian, and the
remainder Arabic and Hindustani. They were purchased of the collector’s son, the
Reverend H. L. Elliot, in 1878 ; and, as a considerable portion of the Persian Catalogue
was then already printed, they have been separately described in the third volume. In
addition to MSS. acquired by Sir Henry or transcribed for him, they include a vast
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number of extracts made by his direction from historical works in other collections, and
several lists of MSS. extant in various private or royal libraries in India."

The fellowing are some of the most important MSS. of the collection :—

Tarikh i Baihaki, or history of the Sultan Mas‘ad Ghaznavi: three copies’ of the
17th century (p. 901).

Tarikh i Firazshihi by Ziyai Barani: a good MS. of the 15th century (p. 919).

Tarikh i Mubarakshahi, a history of the Sultans of Dehli composed about A.H. 838,
by Yahya Sihrindi (p. 1010).

Bahjat ut-Tavarikh, a general history written for Muhammad II. of Turkey, A.H.
861, by Maula Shukr Ullah (p. 884).

A contemporary translation of Babar’s memoirs by Shaikh Zain, dated A.H. 998
(p. 926).

Humayin Shihi, a new recension of the memoirs of Jauhar Aftabji (p. 927).

Humayun Namah, the last work of the historian Khwand Amir (p. 1024).

A detailed account of the close of Akbar’s reign by ‘Inayat Ullah B. Muhibb ‘Ali
(pp. 929, 1031).

Memoirs of Asad Beg Kazvini, a follower of Abul-Fazl, A.H. 1014 (p. 979).

The scarce first and second volumes of the Ikhal Namah i Jahangiri, containing the
history of Humayan and Akbar (p. 922).

Savanih i Akbari, a critical history of the reign of Akbar (p. 930).

Ahsan ut-Tavarikh, a general history written under Jahangir, A.H. 1021, by Hasan
Beg Khaki (p. 886).

A scarce history of the reign of Shihjahin from A.H. 1041 to 1045, by Mirzi Jalal
Tabataba’l (p. 933).

Tabakit i Shahjahani, a biegraphical work compiled A.I. 1046 (p. 1009).

Mir'at i Jahan Numa, a gencral history compiled by Shaikh Muhammad Baka, about
A H. 1094; and Riyaz ul-Auliya, or lives of saints, by the same (pp. 890, 975).

Tagkirat us-Salatin i Chaghata by Kamvar Khan, in the author’s handwriting
(p. 924).

‘Ibrat Nimah, a history of the successurs of Aurangzib, written A.TL. 1135 by
Muhammad Kisim, a warm partisan of the Sayyids (p. 939).

Yadgar i Bahaduri, a voluminous historical and geographical compilation written
AH. 1249 (p. 897).

Majma* ul-Akhbir, a general history, including a detailed account of recent local
dynasties, (p. 896).

s A descriptive list of the MSS. of Sir I. Elliot, including several volumes which had been lent to him and
have since been returned to the owners, was drawn up, shortly after his death, by Dr. Sprenger, and printed in the
« Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal,” vol. xxiii. pp. 226—263. But tho numbers there given do
not ngreza with those which the MSS. bore at the time of the purchase of the collection, and which have been
followed in their present arrangement, so that identification 1s in some cases doubtful.
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A full history of the reign of Muhammad Shah by an officer of distinction, Muham-
mad Bakhsh (p. 944).

An anonymous history of Ahmad Shah (p. 941).

A detailed account of the reign of Shah ‘Alam by Khair ud-Din of Ilahabad (p. 946).

History of the Durrini sovereigns Ahmad Shah and Timir Shih, by Imam ud-Din
(p. 904).

Histories of Gujrat, written about A.H. 900, probably by ‘Abd ul-Karim Hamadani,
and circa A.H. 994, by Shah Abu Turab (pp. 966-7).

Letters of Khwijah Mahmiid Gavan, vazir of the Bahmanis (p. 983).

Hadikat ul-Akilim, an extensive geographical work, by Allah Yar Khan, relating
especially to India (p. 992).

Histories of the Oude dynasty by Ratan Singh and by Sayyid Kamal ud-Din Haidar
(p. 962).

The Arabic MSS. include the Kantn Mas‘idi of al-Birini: a fine copy dated A.H.
570 (p. 1013 a), and part of a gencral history inscribed Tarikh i Tabari, but cvidently
due to al-Jannabi (p. 1023 b).

The English portion of the Elliot Collection, although not coming within the scope
of the Persian Catalogue, deserves a brief notice. It consists of a large number of
translations, extracts, and notices, prepared in view of the Bibliographical Index, now
bound in 22 volumes (Add. 30768—30789). In furthcrance of his vast scheme, Sir
Henry Elliot often availed himself of the willing assistance of Persian scholars in the
junior ranks of the Indian Service, and translations supplied by them have only par-
tially been used by himself or his editor. The following are the most important :—

Life of Silar Mas‘id and Memoirs of Asad Beg Kazvini (p. 1029), translated by
Robert Barclay Chapman, B.C.8. (Add. 30776).

‘Inayat Khan’s history of Shahjahan (p. 261), Jauhar i Samsam (p. 941), Manazil
ul-Futih (p. 839), Tarikh i ‘Ali Ibrahim Khan (p. 828), and Nigar Namah i Hind
(p. 942), translated by Lieut. Abraham Richard Fuller (Add. 30,777, 80,784).

Ma'agir i “Alamgiri, translated by Lieut. John Perkins; and Tarikh i Bahadurshahi
(p. 894), translated by Licut. Robert Patrick Anderson (Add. 30,778).

The introduction of ‘Amal i $alih, the Bayan i Vaki', and Shahnimah i Munavvar
Kalam (p. 274), translated by Lieut. Illtudus Thomas Prichard (Add. 30,779, 30,782,
30,7856).

History of Ahmad Shah (p. 941), translated by Mr. (now Sir) Thomas Douglas
Forsyth, B.C.8. (Add. 30,783).

Colonel Grorge WiLLiAM HAMILTON,* to whom the latest, and not the least valuable,

s A short sketch of his life will be found in the “ Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society,” new series, vol. iii.,
“ Proceedings,” p. viii. See also the “ East India Register and Directory.”
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of our Indian collections is due, was born in Edinburgh in the year 1807, and was
appointed in 1823 a cadet to the 17th regiment of Native Infantry, Bengal. After rising
to the ramk of Captain, he was called in 1843 to civil duties as Deputy-Commissjoner in
Saugor; and held subsequently, from 1854 to 1866, the post of Commissioner in the
Mooltan division, Punjab. He was then transferred to Dehli, where he largely increased
his already considerable collection of MSS. Towards the end of 1867 he returned to
England, too late to recruit his broken health, and succumbed to a painful illness on
the 28th of February, 1868.

Although later in the field than Sir II. Elliot, Colonel Hamilton succeeded in
reaping a rich harvest. Favoured by the circumstances of the time he rescued many a
valuable work from the wreck of the Lucknow libraries. Several of his MSS. bear the
vermilion stamp of the kings of Oude, and not a few are the identical copies which Dr.
Sprenger had seen in 1849 on the shelves of the Moty Mahall Palace, and described in
his valuable * Catalogue of the MSS. in the libraries of the King of Oudh.”

The Hamilton MSS. now in the Museum were selected in 1868 as the most valuable
part of the entire collection, which amounted to upwards of a thousand volumes. They
are 352 in number (Oriental 89—421, 460—478), viz. 2563 Persian, 66 Arabic, 17 Hindi,
7 Pushtu, 8 Turkish, and 1 Pali. The Persian section is rich in rare and important
works belonging to the literatures of Persia proper and of India, in all their branches.
The following are some of the most remarkable—

A contemporary account of the events which immediately followed the death of
Timir (p. 180).

A gceneral history, written in India about A.H. 842, by Muhammad Bihamadkhani,
and mentioning some little known local dynasties (p. 84).

Dastiir ul-Vuzara, or lives of the celebrated Vazirs, compiled by Khwind Amir
AH. 915 (p. 335).

Tarikh i Rashidi, the rare history of the later Moghul Khans, written A.H. 950 by
Mirza Haidar, king of Kashmir (p. 164).

The historical work of the Elchi e Nizimshih, containing a contemporary record of
the reign of Shiah Tahmisp and a detailed account of the principalities of Shirvan,
Gilan and Mazandarin; a copy written at the time of the author’s death, A.H. 972
(pp- 110, 134).

Nusakh i Jahanara, a useful compendium of Eastern history, compiled A.H. 972, by
the author of the Nigaristan (p. 111).

Memoirs of Humayin, written by his sister, Gulbadan Begam, for Akbar (p. 247).

The rare Akbar Namah of Ilahdad Faizi (p. 253).

.Rauzat ut-Tahirin, a general history, written A.H. 1014, by Tahir Muhammad: a
contemporary copy (p. 119).

Haft Iklim, a biographical work, compiled A.H. 1002 by Amin Razi (p. 325).

d
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Siyar ul-‘Arifin and Akhbar ul-Akhyir, two rare works on the lives of saints
(pp. 854, 3565).

Mirsad ul-Tbad, a Sufi work, written A.H. 620, by Najm ud-Din Dayah (p. 38).

A Baz Namah, or treatise on falconry: a MS. of the 13th century (p. 484).

The Hindustani-Pushtu dictionary of llahyar Khan (p. 517).

The Ruba'iyat of ‘Umar Khayyam: two copies, one of which is dated A.H. 1033
(p. 546).

The rare Divins of Ahmad i Jam (p. 551), Adib $abir (p. 552), ‘Imadi Shahriyari
(p. 55'7), Agir Akhsikati (p. 563), and Mas‘ad i Bak (p. 632).

Kasimi’s metrical histories of Shahrukh, Shah Ismatl, and Shah Tahmasp (p. 661).

The Kulliyat of Kudsi (p. 684), and a Divan of Hazin, with additions in the hand-
writing of the poet (p. 715).

An unknown version of the Kitab Sindbad, written about A.H. 556 for Kilij
Tamghaj Khan (p. 748).

Having thus completed our survey of the collections of Eastern origin, we now
proceed to notice briefly a few scholars whose collections were formed in Europe and
have passed wholly or in part into the library of the Museum.

First among these, in point of time, is Tmomas Hybe, librarian of the Bodleian and
author of the ¢ Historia Religionis Veterum Persarum,” which was published in 1700,
three years before his death. His Zend and Persian MSS. (Royal MSS. 16 B r.—xx111.),
which he appears to have received from Surat, appertain to the Parsi literature, of
which he was the first investigator in Europe. (See pp. 46—49).

The Rev. Joay Happon HINDLEY, of Manchester, published in 1800 the ¢ Persian
Lyrics from the Divan i Hafiz,” and edited in 1809 the “ Pendeh i Attar.” He appears
to have spent a life-time in transcribing Arabic and Persian MSS., without ever
acquiring more than a very elementary knowledge of either language. His MSS. (Add.
6913—7057), 71 of which are Persian, were presented in 1829, shortly after his death,
to the Museum. They mostly consist of indifferent copies of MSS. existing in English
libraries, and form the least valuable part of our collection.

Dr. ApaM CLARKE, a Wesleyan minister and Oriental scholar, chiefly known as the
author of a commentary on the Bible published from 1810 to 1826, died in the year
1832. His Persian MS8S. (Egerton 682—707), purchased for the Museum in 1838,
include a good and early copy of the Gulshan i Ibrahimi (p. 227), the rare Divan of
Mas'ad i Sa'd (p. 548), and a fair MS. of the Hadikah of Sana‘i, dated A.H. 890
(p. 550).

WimLiam Hoox MoriEy, the accomplished scholar who was the first to give a
comprehensive view of the historical literature of the East in his admirable “Descriptive
Catalogue of the historical MSS. of the Royal Asiatic Society,” died in 1860 at the early
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age of forty-five. Among the fifteen Oriental MSS. which passed from his library into
the Museum (Add. 24080—24093, Or. 1) two are entitled to special notice, viz. the
copy of Térikh i Baihaki on which Morley’s edition of the text was based (p. 158), and
the rare Yasuf u Zulaikha of Firdausi (p. 545).

The celebrated Arabic and Syriac scholar, Dr. WiLrLiam CureTon, left, at his death
in 1864, a valuable collection of 156 Oriental MSS., which was purchased in the same
year for the Musuem (Add. 25728—25881). The Persian MSS., 106 in number, include
a 16th century copy of the Tabakat i Nagiri, with a curious fragment of an autobio-
graphy of Sultan Muhammad B. Tughluk (pp. 73, 1079); a Khamsah i Nizimi of the
16th century, from the library of Aurangzib (p. 672), and Makhzan ul-Asrir, written
by the celebrated penman Sultan “Ali Mashhadi A.H. 865 (p. 573).

The Rev. GeorGE Ceci. Renouarp, M.R.A.S,, of Swanscombe, Kent, a contributor
to the History of Greece, in the Encyclopsedia Metropolitana, died at an advanced age
in 1867. He left twenty-thrce Arabic, Persian and Turkish MSS. (Oriental 16—38),
some of which he had obtained in Constantinople in the years 1805 and 1806. The
Persian scction contains three rare works—the Divan of Haidar i Shirizi, a previously
unknown contemporary of Hafiz (p. 623); Dilkushi, an account of the Deccan wars in
the time of Aurangzib, by a Bondela officer (p. 271), and a history of Farrukhsiyar by
Mir Ahsan Ijad (p. 273).

The various collections above noticed account in the aggregate for upwards of two
thousand volumes, or four-fifths of the MSS. described in the present catalogue. They
leave a residuum of about five hundred MSS. acquired singly or in small groups from
booksellers, public sales, or other sources, which it is needless to enumerate. Of these
it will be sufficient to point out a few which, being unique or very scarce, have special
claims on the reader’s attention. '

Tarikh i Yamini, translated from the Arabic about A.H. 602, by Abu’sh-Sharaf
Nasih of Jarbazakin, with an appendix, relating to contemporary events in Azarbaijan
(p- 167). The Zafar Namah, by Nizim Shami, of Shamb i Ghizan : the earliest history
of Timir, written by his order A.H. 806 (pp. 170, 1081).

Burhan i Ma’agir, a history of the Nizamshahis, composed A.H. 1004, by Mir Al
Tabataba't (p. 314).

Tazkirat ul-Mulik, a history of the ‘Adilshahis, written A.H. 1020, by RafT’ ud-Din
Shirazi (p. 316).

A large folio containing three works of Mir “Ali Shir Kani' on the history of Sind,
its saints, and its poets (p. 846).

Tagkirat ul-Bilad, an account of some principalities of Balaghat, by the author of
Nishin i Haidari (p. 331).

Notices of poets by Tahir Nasirabadi (p. 868.)

d2
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Majma* al-Ghard’ib, a cosmographical work, written about A.H. 963 for Pir
Muhammad Khin Uzbak (p. 426).

Mukhtasar i Mufid, a geography of Persia, composed A.H. 1091, by Mufid Yazdi:
the author’s autograph (p. 427).

An early copy of the Shihnamah, from the library of the eminent translator, Jules
Mohl, who describes it as extremely valuable (p. 534). It contains the curious addition
relating to an incident in the poet’s life, which has been published by Mr. Charles
Schefer in an appendix to the ¢ Sefer Nameh *’ of Nagir i Xhusrau, p. 298.

A fragment of the Shahriyar Namah, a previously unknown poem, by Mukhtari
(p. 542.)

The rare Divans of Amir Mu'izzi (p. 552), Mujir Bailakani (p. 562) and Riyazi
Samarkandi (p. 1074); the Khavar Namah of Ibn Husim (p. 642); the Kulliyat of
Salmian Savaji (p. 624) and Ghazali (p. 661); and a collection of Ghazals from twelve
early Divans, dated A.H. 863 (p. 734).

Dastar ul-‘I aj, a medical work by Sultin ‘Ali, with a Mukaddimah dedicated to
Abu Sa‘id Khan Uzbak, about A.H. 936 (p. 473).

A treatise on music, translated by Mirza Raushan Zamir, from a Sanskrit or Hindi
work entitled Parijatak (pp. 489, 1088).

Adat ul-Fuzali, the earliest extant poetical glossary, written A.H. 822 (p. 491).

A Balichi vocabulary, presented by Lieut.-Col. S. B. Miles, for whom it was
compiled by Kamalan, a native of Mekran (p. 1074).

MANUSCRIPTS REMARKABLE FOR AGE, ORNAMENTATION, OR
CALLIGRAPHY.

Ancient Persian MSS. are exceedingly rare. The Museum possesses none of an
earlier date than A.H. 626 (A.D. 1229), nor has it any undated MSS. which could he
safely assigned to an older period. The following table exhibits, in chronological order,
the dated MSS. of the collection from that year to A.H. 900 (A.D. 1495), and the
undated MSS. to which conjectural dates, ranging over the same period, have been
assigned, with references to the pages of the Catalogue.

Dated Manuscripts, AH PAGE.
AH. PAGE. 711. Taj ul-Ma’agir . . . 239
626. Tarjumah i Abyati Kalilah 746 734, Tarikh i Tabari . . . 68
664. Tarikh i Yamini . . 157 795. Tauzih i Zij i Ilkhani . 465
672. Kimiyai Saadat. . . 37 798. Poems of Khwija Kirmani, 620
685. Tafhim al-Birani . . 461 802. Khamsah i Nizami . . b64

698. Notices of saints . . 342 813. Mirza Iskandar’s miscellany, 868
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AH, PAGE. AH., PAGE.
818. Taj ul-Ma’agir . . . 240 894. DivaniJami . . . 644
821. Khamsah i Nizami . . 564 900. Matla® us-Sa‘dain . . 181
824. Divan i Shams i Tabriz . 593
838. Zafar Namah i Nizam Shami, 170 Undated Manuscripts.

841. Shiahnamah i Firdausi . B34 CENT. PAGE.
846. Khamsah i Nizami . . b70 XIII. Baz Namah . . . 484
847. Tarikh i Tabari. . . 861 — Kitab ul-Aufak . . . 487
867. Kulliyat i Katibi . . 637 — Shéahnimah i Firdausi . 533
858. Tracts of Sa'in ud-Din .41 X1V. Tabakat i Nasirl . .7
863. Kalilah u Damnah . . 582 — Jami* ut-Tavarikh . . 78
864. Mukaddimat ul-Adab . b0b — Tagkirat ul-Auliya . . 344
865. Makhzan ul-Asrar . 573 — Nafa’is ul-Funan . . 437
867. History compiled A.H. 816 1062 — ZijiIlkhani . . . 454
870. XKissah i Sulaimin . . 144 — Masadir i Zauzani . . b05
871. Baustan u Gulistan . . 601 — Anthology . . . . 734
873. Ghazals of twelve poets . 734 XYV. Mirgad ul-Tbad . . 38
876. Mihr u Mushtari . . 626 — Jami' ut-Tavarikh . . T4
877. Poems of ‘Attar . . b76 — Tarikh i Vagsaf . . 161
877, Kaulliyat i Katibi . . 1068 — Zafar Namah (three coples) 173-6
878. Gulshan i Raz . . . 608 — Shams ul-Husn . . . 180
881. Divin i Haidar Shirazi . 623 — 8iFasliTusi . . . 452
883. Tafsir i Tabari . . . 8 — Kitab i Jamasp . . . 461
884. Medical treatises, etc. . 800 — Divan i Asir Akhsikati . b63
889. Divan i Khayali . . 639 — Magnavi by Jalal ud-Din

889. Astrological tracts . . 852 Riami . . . . b86
890. Hadikah i Sana’t . . 550 — Gulistan u Bastan . 602
890. Tarikh i Guzidah . . 80 — Divan i Shahi . . 640
891. Shahnamah i Firdausi . 535 — Zafar Namah i Sharaf Yazdl, 903
891. Rashf un-Nasd'ih, etc. . 8563 — Tarikh i Firazshahi . . 919

A distinctive feature of the Persian collection is the large proportion of illuminated
MSS. which it contains, and which give it a high value for the study of Eastern art.
The object of the following table is to draw the reader’s attention to those MSS. which,
from the richness of their ornamentation, or the excellence of their miniatures, may rank
with the choicest specimens of Oriental illumination. In its compilation dated examples
have been specially selected with a view to forming a consecutive chronological series.
On account of the marked difference existing between the Persian and Indian styles,
specimens of the latter school have been classed separately.
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. . .. AL PAGE.
Ijiumznated MSS. of Persian omg::z‘;a 1028, Shihnamah ‘ . Tsan
798. Poems of Khwaji . . 620 1037. Shahnimah . . . b37
813. Mirza Iskandar's miscellany, 868 | XVIth cent. Shahnamah . . 536
841. Shihnimah . . . 0534 » »  Khamsah i Nigami, 571
846. Khamsah i Nizami . . b70
873. Select Ghazals . . LY Tlluminated MSS. of Indian origin.
891. Shiahnamah . . . b3b 1012. Nafahat ul-Uns . . 350
929. Zafar Namah . . . 176 1019. Anvir i Suhaili. . . 755
936. Khamsah i Nizami . . b0 1039. Bustin i Sa'di . . . 603
942. Shahnamah . . . B35 1048. Vaki‘at i Babari . . 245
949. Khamsah i Nizami . . 1072 c. 1070. Portraits of Amn’s . 778
959. Zafar Namah . . . 176 XVIth cent. Kulliyat i Sa'di . 599
961. Khamsah i Nizami . . b7l s " Shaihnamah . . b36
974. Kulliyat i Sa'di . . . 594 XVIIth cent. Vaki‘at i Babari . 244 4.
994. Shihnamah . . . B30 XVIIIth cent. Padishih Namah, 259, 264

1004. Mihr u Mushtari . . 816 XIXth cent. Tagkirat ul-Umara, 302

Calligraphy is an art more highly valued in the East than in the West. European
readers set greater store by the correctness of the text than by the artistic excellence of
the writing. But if we keep in mind that the great calligraphers of Persia were always
men of literary taste, not seldom poets, and that, working, as they mostly did, for
princes, they had access to the best MSS., we shall not be surprised to find that their
copies generally combine accuracy with elegance. A curious instance of this has been
noticed in the Catalogue, p. 1073 : of our numerous copies of the Khamsah of Nizami
one only spells correctly the outlandish name .of the king of Shirvan, Akhsatan, and
that one we owe to the renowned penman, Shih Mahmiid, of Nishapir.

It will not, therefore, be superfluous to point out those of our MSS. which are
signed by calligraphers of note. They are arranged in the following list in chrono-
logical order.

AH. AT,
798. Mir “Ali Tabrizi, p. 621 b. 936. Abu Tahir, p. 571 a.
8567,8656. Sultan ‘Ali Mashhadi, pp. 638 5, 959. Hasan ush-Sharif, p. 176 5.
573 a. 961. Fanj, p. 671 a.
876,929. Murshid ul-*Attar Shirazi, pp. 968. Maksud, p. 571 &.
627 a, 176 a. 974. Kivam Shirazi, pp. 598 @, 602 a.
Circa 900. °Abd Ullah Tabbakh Haravi, 983, Ibrahim Husain, p. 629 a.
p- 6b. 994. Zain ul-‘Abidin, p. 536 b.
921. Sultan Muhammad Khandan, p. 629 a. 1012. ‘Abdul-Karim ‘Anbarin-Kalam, p.
927, 949, 962. Shih Mahmid Nishapiri, 350 a.
pp. 6566 b, 1072 b, 574 a. 1039. Hakim Rukna Kashi, p. 603 a.
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PREVIOUS CATALOGUES OF THE PERSIAN MANUSCRIPTS
IN THE MUSEUM.

The original lists of some of the collections above enumerated are extant. We
have a ‘ Catalogue of Oriental Manuscripts in the possession of William Erskine, Esq.,”
in the collector’s own handwriting, as well as a list drawn up for Colonel Taylor by
some native secretary, and inscribed by the former, ¢ Persian List of my Manuscripts,
Bagdad, April, 1845.”

Of the Elliot MSS. we have a brief list written, also in Persian, after the owner’s
death, and a somewhat fuller one compiled by Prof. Dowson shortly before their
acquisition by the Museum.

Rich’s own Catalogue of some of his MSS., published in the Mines de I’Orient, has
been alrcady mentioned. After the purchase of the collection by the Museum, a
complete catalogue of the Arabic and Persian MSS. was prepared by the Rev. J.
Forshall, Keeper of the Department of MSS. It consists of two volumes, the first of
which bears the title ¢ Catalogus Codicum Arabicorum qui in Bibliotheca Richiana
exstant ; raptim et nimis properanter, sed pro viribus opibusque suis, confecit
J. Forshall, 1836.” The second volume, “Catalogus Codicum Persicorum,” which is not
entirely in Forshall's handwriting, is dated 1848. Both volumes are placed in the
Reading Room of the Museum.

The first attempt to deal with the Persian collection as a whole was made by
Dr. Duncan Forbes, to whom the task was confided by the Trustees in 1849, and who
was engaged upon it from that date to 1855. His catalogue contains descriptions of all
the Persian MSS. then in the Museum, 1086 in number, and includes also a few Zend
and Hindustani M8S8. The Persian MSS. are divided into eleven classes: History,
Poetry, Romance, etc., and are arranged under each head in the alphabetical order of
the titles. The author's original draft, bound in four volumes, is kept in the Department
of MSS., where it is accessible to readers.

Unfortunately Dr. Forbes’ state of health did not allow him to devote to the work
all the time required for its perfect fulfilment. His catalogue never received the
thorough revision which was needed to supply its deficiencies. These are chiefly the
general insufficiency of the information given respecting the contents of the MSS,, and
the almost total absence of biograpliical notices of the authors and of references to
printed works.

In the few years that followed Dr. Forbes’s retirement the Persian collection
received such considerable accessions that its numbers were soon doubled, and the want
of a printed catalogue became more and more pressing. When the work of cataloguing
was resumed, in 1872, it was felt that the only satisfactory method of carrying it out
was to thoroughly re-examine the old material in conjunction with the new, and our
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use of Dr. Forbes’s catalogue was practically confined to the help it afforded in the
preliminary classing of the MSS.

The wealth of matter, while increasing the labour, opened new sources of infor-
mation denied to our predecessor. We have endeavoured to state the contents of each
MS. as fully as its importance deserved, and also to determine, as far as our means
would allow, the period, country, and condition of the writer.

Thanks to the liberality of the Trustees, we have been enabled to plan and carry
out the work on a scale which will render it not only a sure guide to the rich stores

contained in the Museum, but also, we venture to hope, a useful book of reference to
the student of Persian literature,

CHARLES RIEU.

April 19,1883,
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MANUSCRIPTS

OF THE LATE

SIR HENRY MIERS ELLIOT, K.C.B.

GENERAL HISTORY.

Or. 1886.

Foll. 297; 124 in. by 8; 17 lines, 5 in.
long; written in Nestalik, about A.D. 1850.

g)nb b

Tabakat i Nasiri, by Minhaj i Siraj Jizjani.
See p. 72 a.

This is a modern transcript of a defec-
tive copy. Besides several small gaps in
the early part of the volume, there is a con-
siderable lacuna, without any apparent break
in the text, at fol. 170. It extends from the
twentieth section of Tabakah XVII. to the
second section of Tabakah X1X., and corre-
sponds to pp. 96—122 of the Calcutta edi-
tion. The tabulated statements at the end of
the several reigns are also wanting., ‘The
MS. ends with the section headed .» ¥, 2wl
s, Calcutta edition, p. 447.

The Tabakahs begin respectively as fol-
lows:—I1., fol. 5 @. IL, fol. 83 a. III., fol.
40 5. IV, fol. 445. V., fol. 67 a. VI,
fol. 76 . VIL., fol. 84 «. VIIL., fol. 86 &.
IX., fol. 88 4. X, fol. 955, XI,, fol 98 a.

VOL. I,

XII, fol. 106 o. XIII., fol. 117 5. XIV,,
fol. 12056. XV, fol. 1255. XVI., fol. 181 a.

XVIL, fol. 141 5. XIX, fol. 170 a. XX,
fol. 174 a. XXI., fol. 185 a. XXII., fol.
209 b, XXIII., fol. 246 b.

Or. 1887.

Foll. 8; 13 in. by 8; 23 lines, 4§ in. long;
written in cursive Shikastah-amiz; dated
Sha‘ban, A.H. 1265. Bound with the pre-
ceding,

Life of Kizi Minhaj, the author of the
preceding work, compiled for Sir H. Elliot
by Ziya ud-Din Ahmad, poetically surnamed
Nayyir, ;5 s Uald® el 2ol shs.  See p.
446 b.

Beg. hw £lee Y 0 LT, slaat Js

This notice consists of all the passages of
the Tabakat i Nagiri which relate to the
ancestors of Kizi Minhaj or to his own life,
and of a connected narrative based upon
those extracts, with additional statements
derived from the Akhbar ul-Akhyar, and the
history of Ziya ud-Din Barani. It isin the
author’s handwriting, and dated on the 19th
of July, 1849,

B
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Or. 1859.

Foll.102; 8in.by 5; 11 lines, 2] in. long;
written in Nestalik, with ‘Unvin and gold-
ruled margins; dated Zulka‘dah, A.H. 1264,

Sept. 1848.
é)‘)m LS

Nizim ut-Tavarikh, by Nasir ud-Din Abu
Sa‘id “Abd Ullah ul-Baiziavi (sce p. 823 8),
transcribed from a copy dated A.H. 1107.

The four sections (Kism) begin respee-
tively on foll. 4 b, 7 b, 41 ¢, and 61 5. The
history is brought down, as in Add. 16,708,
to the reign of Ghazin Khin. At the end
is a short notice on the author by Nayyir i
Rakhshan (see p. 446 b).

Or. 1684.

Foll. 249 ; 12} in. by 8; 17 lines, 4§ in.
long; written in Nestalik, on English paper,

about A.D. 1850.

£ gole

A portion of the Jami‘ ut-Tavarikh of
Rashid ud-Din Tabib. It corresponds to
foll. 204—302 of the MS. described p. 74,
and comprises the following chapters belong-
ing to the first Kism of Bab IL.:—

History of the Ghaznavis, fol. 4 5. His-
tory of the Saljiukis, with the appendix of
Abu Hamid, fol. 93 4. History of the Sul-
tans of Khwirazm, fol. 153 . The latter
portion of this chapter, foll. 163 5—175 b,
fills up a gap of the older MS., Add. 7628,
viz., the close of the reign of ‘Ali ud-Din
Muhammad, and the reign of Jalil ud-Din.
History of the Salghuris of Fars, fol. 176 a.
The last four pages of this chapter, foll. 184 a
—186 a, also supply a lacunc of Add. 7628,
History of the Isma'ilis of Maghrib and of
Kuhistan, fol. 186 4. This last chapter is

imperfect, ending with the death of Hasan

B. Muhammad Buzurg Ummid, A.IL. 561.

GENERAL HISTORY.

The concluding part, which is here wanting,
corresponds to foll. 302 5—307 ¢ of Add.
7628.

The first of the above chapters contains a
fragment of another portion of the same
work, foll. 19 a—30 @, the insertion of
which in the wrong place is probably duc
to the transposition of a quire in the MS.
from which the present copy is either directly
or indirectly derived. This fragment, which
corresponds to foll. 372 4—380 a of Add.
7628, comprises the latter portion of the
history of Europe, and the greater part of
the account of India, viz., from the beginning
to the description of the ape-mountain (see
Elliot’s History of India, vol. p. 67).

The MS. is endorsed in pencil w{‘f..a £
It has been transcribed from the Lucknow
copy of the Jami* ut-Tavarikh, which bears
the same title, and is described in the His-
tory of India, vol. iii. p. 16, and in Morley’s
Catalogue, p. 7.

Foll. 1 and 2 contain an extract, with
some headings, from a copy of the Jami‘ ut-
Tavirikh belonging to the Asiatic Socicty of
Bengal, described in the History of India,
vol. iii. p. 18. Appended to the volume is a
notice by Ziyda ud-Din Khan on the work
and on the MS. from which the present copy
was transcribed. It is dated the 20th of
July, 1850.

Or. 2007.

Foll. 122; 11 in. by 8}; 15 lines, 5 in.
long ; written in Nestalik; dated Jumada IT.,
A H. 1267 (A.D. 1851).

1. Foll. 5—79. Account of India, from
the Jami' ut-Tavarikh of Rashid ud-Din, cor-
responding to foll. 376—403 of Add. 7628
(see p. 76 a).

On the first page Sir H. Elliot has written
the following: “From the Calcutta copy of
the Jami ut-Tawarikh and the concluding
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part of that volume.” The contents of the
above MS., which is dated A.H. 1098, and
belongs to thé Asiatic Society of Bengal, are
described in Elliot’s History of India, vol. iii.
pp. 18—20.

II. Foll. 80—97. The same Rashid ud-
Din’s treatise in refutation of metempsy-
chosis, transcribed from the MS. above men-
tioned.

Beg. (g o s g Jo ol R4

This tract is referred to by the author, at
the end of his account of Shakamiini, fol. 79 @,
as one of those comprchended under the
general title of S, u\é_",) It is also
found in the East India Office copy of the
Jami® ut-Tavarikh. See Elliot, vol. iii. p. 14.

The Tauzihat comprises ninetecn treatises
on questions of theology, enumerated by the
author in the account of his works. Sce
Quatremére, Histoire des Mongols, preface,
p. 149.

III. Foll. 99—107. The first portion of
the above account of India, corresponding to
foll. 21 «—30 « of the preceding copy, and
to foll. 375 6—380 « of Add. 7628.

On the first page is the following notice in
Sir II. Elliot’s handwriting: “ This is taken
from the Lucnow T[arikh] Subuktigin men-
tioned at p. 19 of my Bibliographical Index
(History of India, vol. iii. p. 16). It com-
prises all in that imperfect vol. which relates
to India. It is very incorrect,” ete.

IV. Foll. 111—119. Headings of the
Lucknow copy, with a facsimile of eight
lines, and a letter of Munshi Riipchand,
sending the same to Sir II. Elliot.

This MS., which had been written for Sir
H. Elliot, was presented by him in October,
1850, to Ilenry Morley, Esq., and subse-
quently repurchased at the sale of the latter’s
books. Prefixed to the volume is a letter of

883

Sir H. Elliot to Mr. Morley, dated from the
Governor-General’s camp on the Jelam,
22 January, 1851.

Or. 1786.

Foll. 167; 10 in. by 6}; 11 lines, 3} in.
long; written in Nestalik, with ‘Unvan and
ruled margins, in the 19th century.

A portion of the Jiami* ut-Tavirikh of
Rashid ud-Din, consisting of the following
three chapters: History of China, fol. 2 &.
History of Europe, fol. 50 4. History of
India, fol. 100 . The last chapter breaks
off in the section relating to the prophecies
of Shakamini (Add. 7628, fol. 402 a).

The contents of this MS. are identical with
those of Add. 18,878 described p. 79 b, and
are evidently derived from the same source.
The following note in the handwriting of
Sir H. Elliot is found on the fly-leaf: “This
is the Indian part of the Jami ut-Tawarikh,
obtained from Muradabad.”

Or. 1958.

Foll. 137; 9 in. by 5%; 11 lines, 3} in.
long; written in Nestalik, about A.D. 1850.

Headings of the Jami* ut-Tavirikh of
Rashid ud-Din. They are ecvidently taken
from the copy of the Asiatic Socicty of
Bengal described in the History of India,
vol. iii. pp. 18—20.

Or. 1713.

Foll. 202; 11} in. by 6; 21 lines, 8% in.
long; written in Nestalik; dated Simlah
Rajab, A.H. 1262 (A.D. 1846).

S ) 2y,

The general history known as Tirikh i
Banakiti. See p. 79 b.
B 2
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Or. 1711.

Foll. 279; 8} in. by 5}; 15 lines, 83} in.
long; written in Nestalik, about A.D. 1850.

wg_-,f é 4,6

Tairikh i Guzidah, by Hamd Ullah Kazvini
(see p. 808), transcribed, as stated by Sir H.
Elliot in a pencilled note, from a MS. belong-
ing to the Asiatic Society (of Bengal).

This copy wants a page at the beginning,
four after fol. 4, and about twenty leaves at
the end. It breaks off at the beginning of

the notices on ‘Ulama, i.e. the fifth section
of Bab V.

Or. 1627.

Foll. 364 ; 9% in. by 6§; 11 lines, 3% in.
long ; written in Nestalik, with ‘Unvan and
ruled margins; dated Ramazin, A.I. 1263
(A.D. 1847).

Fol) &=®

A work on general history, brought down
to the accession of Sultan Muhammad B.
Murad, A.H. 855.

Author: Shukr Ullah B. ul-Iméam Shihib
ud-Din Ahmad B. ul-Imim Zain ud-Din
Zaki, W3 . sam) pal Olgd (I ) S

S oy
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The author completed this work, as stated
in the preface, fol. 16 ¢, A.H. 861, or, ac-
cording to another passage, fol. 9 @, in the
eighth year of the reign of Sultan Muham-
mad B. Murad, to whom it is dedicated. He
was then seventy-three years of age, having
spent, as he states at the end, fol. 363 a, from
his twenty-second year upwards, fifty-one

years of his life in the service of the house
of Osman. He left, besides the present his-

Beg.
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tory, two religious works entitled Anis ul-
‘Arifin and Minhij ur-Rashad, the latter of
which was also dedicated to Sultan Muham-
mad in A.H. 864; see Haj. Khal, vol. i.
p. 487, and vol. vi. p. 220. It is stated in
the Shaka’ik, Add. 9583, fol. 34 a, that
Maulda Shukr Ullah had been sent by Sultan
Murad on a mission to the prince of Kara-
man, and that he was treated by Sultan Mu-
hammad with the greatest consideration.

The Bahjat ut-Tavarikh is divided into
thirteen Babs enumerated in the preface.
"They treat of the following subjects:—I. Crea-
tion, souls and spirits, the spheres, the ele-
ments, the three kingdoms, and races of men
inhabiting the seven climates, fol. 17 a.
II. Iistory of some famous prophets, fol. 69 ,
IIT. Genealogy of Muhammad, fol. 87 a.
I1V. His birth and life, fol. 101 «. V. His
wives, concubines, and children, fol. 123 «.
VI. The ten blessed companions, fol. 139 .
VII. Other companions of Muhammad, fol.
167 a. VIIL The chiefs of the four schools
of law, and other great ‘Ulama, fol. 174 &.
IX. Shaikhs, fol. 189 @. X. Ancient philo-
sophers, fol. 212 4. XI. Early kings of Per-
sia, fol. 217 a. XII. The Yazidis (Umay-
yades), fol. 276 a. The Abbasides, fol. 295 «,
and the Saljiikis of Rum, fol. 340 a. XIII.
The Sultans of the house of Osman from
their origin to the accession of Muhammad
B. Murad, A.II. 855, fol. 343 &.

A table of contents, in the same hand-
writing as the text, occupies foll. 1—9.

A full account of the Bahjat ut-Tavarikh
has been given by Hammer, Geschichte des
Osmanischen Reichs, vol. ix, pp. 177—180.
See also Haj. Khal. vol. ii. p. 73, and the
Vienna Catalogue, vol. ii. p. 64. Extracts
from a copy in the Paris library are to be
found in Or, 1908, foll. 49, 105.

It appears from the subscription that the
present copy was written by order of the
Faujdar Muhammad Khan, apparently in
Bhopal. Compare Or. 1624.
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Or. 1885.

Foll. 164; 11} in. by 7; 17 lines, 4} in.
long; written in Nestalik, with ruled mar-
gins, about A.D. 1850,

A portion of a general history, written in
the reign of Mahmud Shih of Gujrat, A.H.
863—917, and described fol. 86 5. It cor-
responds to foll. 1—196 of Add. 7629, and
contains, Makalah I. Firkah 1. Prophets,
fol. 2 5, Firkah 2. Pre-Islamitic kings, fol.
36 a.—History of Muhammad, fol. 72 a.
Bib 2. History of the early Khalifs (Rashi-
din), ending with the death of Hasan, fol.
135 a.

Or. 1960.

Foll. 129; 11 in. by [7; 15 lines, 4 in.
long; written in Nestalik, about A.D. 1850.

(FI) &aé) )}

Extracts from the first, second, and third
volume of an historical work wrongly in-
scribed )\,\'»‘J\ %>, which is no other than
the Rauzat us-Safi of Mir Khwand (sce
p- 87 3). The most extensive, foll. 42—113,
are from the third volume (corresponding to
the fourth volume of the Rauzat ug-Safi),

and relate principally to the Ghaznavis and
the slave-kings of Dehli.

Or. 1770.

Foll. 833; 10 in. by 6; 21 lines, 4 in.
long; written in neat Nestalik, with ‘Unvan
and gold-ruled margins, apparently in the
16th century.

JFIC P

Khulasat ul-Akhbar, a general history, by
Khwand .Amir (see p. Y6 &), wanting the
latter part of the description of Herat and
the biographical notices which conclude the
work,
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Add. 1975.

Foll. 22; 10} in. by 8; 15 lines, & in.
long; written in Nestalik, about A.D. 1850.

Extracts from the Habib us-Siyar (see
p.- 98 a), consisting chiefly of the prefaces
of the first, second, and third volumes.

Or. 1792.

Foll. 107; 10} in. by 5; 21 lines, 33 in.
long; written in Shikastah-imiz; dated Zul-
hijjah, A.1L. 1188 (A.D. 1775).

ol )\.CB

The Nigaristin of Ahmad Ghaffari; sce
p. 106 @. The text is considerably abridged,
several stories having been left out. These
omissions have been partly sapplied by ex-
tracts made for Sir H. Elliot from other
MSS8,, foll. 5, 6, 89—105.

Or. 1731.

Foll. 124; 6} in. by 3%; 13 lines, 2 in.
long ; written in Nestalik, about A.D. 1850.

Extracts from the Tarikh i Alfi (see
p. 117 3), extending from the year 34 of the
Rihlat to the year 570 of the same era (A.H.
44—580).

Or. 1969.

Toll. 88; 8} in. by 5}; 14 lines, 3} in.
long; written in Nestalik, about A.D. 1850.

Extract from the same work, with the
heading, &,y ssyes’. It relates chiefly to
the campaigns of Sultan “Ald ud-Din Khilji
in A.H. 699—701, and corresponds to foll.
120—122 of Or. 465.

A list of geographical names, foll. 11—38,
apparently taken from the same work, is ap-
pended.
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Add. 1966.

Foll. 67; 123 in. by 8%; about 11 lincs,
4% in. long; written in Nestalik, about A.D.
1850.

The rubrics of the Rauzat ut-Tahirin (sce
p- 119 b), with some extracts.

Or. 1649.

Foll. 630; 11} in. by 61; 14 lines, 8} in.
long; written in large Nestalik ; dated the
40th yecar of Shih *Alam, A.H. 1212 (A.D.
1797).

£ (ges
A work on general history, from the
earliest times to A.H. 1021.
Author: Hasan B. Muhammad ul-Khiki
ush-8hirizi, (s;!,s) J’\)‘ SeF () s

Beg. ol @b 5 emsd ), Gy Wy B8 Ll

-
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The author, who came of an ancient family
of Shiriiz, puts on record that his ancestor
in the fourth degree, prem 07 s Shams ud-Din

‘Abd Ullah Khaki Shirazi, had served as
Bakhshi under the Ak-kuyunlus, and died
in Tabriz A.H. 902 (fol. 347 a). With re-
gard to his own life, he states in the preface
that he had come to India under Akbar, in
whose reign he commenced the present work,
and that he completed it under Jahangir, on
the 20th of Rajab, A.IL. 1019. It contains,
however, some later additions, in which A.H.
1021 is given as the current year (foll. 188 a,
451 b).

The author records in his history of the
Timurides, foll. 577 b, 583 b, two facts
relating to himself: in A.H. 1007 he was
sent by Akbar as Bakhshi to Gujrat, and in
A.H. 1019 by Jahingir with the office of
Divin to Patnah.

This history is not to be confounded with
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an earlier work bearing the same title,
namely the Ahsan ut-Tavarikh of Hasan Beg
Riamlii.

The latter is a special history of Persia
for the period extending from A.H. 900 to
985. Iskandar Beg refers his readers to it
for the history of Shah Tahmasp and of his
contemporary Humaiyiin, See ‘Alam Ara,
Add. 16,684, foll. 22 b, 24 b, Ouseley’s MSS,,
No. 346, tho St. Petersburg Catalogue,
p- 276, and the Critical Essay, p. 27.

The present work, which in some copies
bears the title g 4y 3, is described in
Elliot’s History of India, vol. vi. pp. 201—
206. It is frequently quoted by Gen. Briggs
in his translation of Firishtah as Moontakhib
oot-Towareekh. See vol. iv. pp. 241, 252,
269 ete.

The Ahsan ut-Tavarikh is principally based
upon the Nusakh i Jahanara (sce p. 111 d),
the claborate subdivisions of which the
author has adopted, while altering their
arrangement. He has also brought down
the later sections to his own time, and added
many new chapters relating to Indian his-
tory, and chicfly derived from the Tabakit
i Akbarshahi (see p. 220). Brief obituary
notices of ‘Ulama are inserted under several
reigns, especially those of the Abbasides.

Contents :—Prophets, fol. 9 4. Ancient
kings (as in Jahanara, Sahifah 1.), fol. 24 a.
Muhammad and the Khalifs (¢d. Sahifah II.,
Safhahs 1 and 2), fol. 68 a.

Dynasties which rose under the Abbasides,
in several sections (I'asl), the first eight of
which only are numbered, as follows : 1. Saf-
faris, fol. 122 &. 2. Samanis with three
branches, viz. Alptigin, Al i Farighiin, and
Bani llyas, fol. 126 4. 3. Ghaznavis, fol.
130 a. 4. Early kings of Gilan and Mazan-
daran (Jahdnara, foll, 57—67), fol. 134 .
5. Saljiukis of Iran, Riam, Sham, and Kir-
min, fol. 146 4. Local rulers of Kirmin,
fol. 161 &. Offshoots of the Saljikis, viz.
Tughtiginis, Atibaks of Azarbd’ijan, Fars
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and Shabankirah, Shim and Mausil, Muay-
yid A’inah, Danishmandis, Urtukis, Salikis,
and Mangichakis, fol. 167 «. 6. Sayyids
who attained sovereign power, viz. Idrisis,
Sultans of Yaman, Sharifs of Mecca, brought
down to A.T. 1021, Isma'ilis of Egypt, San-
hajis, and Ilimyaris of Alamiit (Jahénari,
foll. 40—56), fol. 180 . 7. Khvirazmshihis,
fol. 194 @. 8. Ghiris, fol. 198 «. Their
offshoots, viz. Slaves of the Gharis, from
Yilduz to Shams ud-Din B. Kaikubad, fol.
202 &; Khiljis and their successors, from
Muhammad Bakhtiyar to Ibrabhim Lodi, fol.
206 b, and Kurts, fol. 216 b.

Ayyihis of Egypt and Syria, and their
successors the Mamliiks, fol. 218 4. Ayyubis
of Yaman, fol. 232 ¢. Sultans of Maghrib
(and Amirs of the Arabs, v. Jahanira, foll.
123—128), fol. 235 @. Kings of Turkistan,
from Bukra Khan, A.H. 880, to Gur Khan IT,,
A.H. 610, fol. 244 a.

Chingiz and his successors, down to Mangii
K#d’an, fol. 248 a. Descendants of Okta’s,
fol. 251 &. Descendants of Juji, brought
down in Mavarannahr to Vali Khan, A.H.
1014, and in Khwarazm to Jajim Khan,
AL, 994, fol. 252 a. Descendants of Cha-
ghatVi, down to Muhammad Khin, son of
*Abd ur-Rashid Khan, in Kashghar, fol. 261 &.
Sons of Tili in two branches, viz. the Ki’ans,
and the line of Hulagi, fol. 276 5. Muluk
ut-Tavd'if, in six Tabakahs (v. Jahanara,
foll. 163—167), fol. 289 a.

Local kings of Irin in twelve Firkahs, viz.
1. Bavandis of Mazandaran, fol. 302. 2. Rus-
tamdar, fol. 307 a (v. Jahanira, foll. 141 —
145). 3. Karkiyas of Gilan, to the time of
Sultan Muhammad (A.H. 984—994), fol.
813 4. 4. Kivamis of Mazandiran, to A.I1.
987, fol. 817 a. 5. Musha’sha* Sayyids (Ja-
hénari, foll. 68—76), fol. 321 @. ~ 6. Rulers
of the Kurds and Lurs (Jahéanara, foll. 185—
138), the latter down to A.H. 1003, fol.
323 5. 7. Sultans of Lar, down to A.H.
1009, fol. 831 5. 8. Rulers of Hurmuz, to
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A.H. 1010, fol. 333 @. 9. Shirvan, fol. 335 «.
10. Karamin, fol. 337 «. (Jahanari, foll.
149—151). 11. Zulkadr, fol. 339 a. 12. Kara-
kuyunlus, fol. 341 a, and Ak-kuyunlus,
fol. 844 a (Jahaniira, foll. 187—195).

Bab II. Local dynasties of India (asin
the Tabakit i Akbarshahi, ». p. 221 a), viz.
Bahmanis, fol. 350 . Nizam ul-Mulkis, to
AH. 1003, fol. 358 &. “Adilkhinis and
Kutb ul-Mulkis, to A.H. 1019, fol. 362 «.

Gujrat, to A.H. 1019, fol. 363 4. Mailvah,
fol. 384 4. XKhindes, fol. 408 a. Bengal,
410 a. Jaunpir, fol. 415 b. Kashmir,
fol. 420 5. Sind, fol. 447 5. Multan,
fol. 451 0.

Al i ‘Usman, from their origin to Sultin
Ahmad 1., fol. 458 a.

Timaur, fol. 466 b. Descendants of Jahan-
gir, fol. 470 4. Shahrukh and his descend-
ants, fol. 471 4. Descendants of ‘Umar
Shaikh, fol. 480 a. Descendants of Mirin
Shih, fol. 457 b (corresponding to Jahinara,
Safthah 17). The last scction includes the
Indian Timurides and the contemporary Siar
dynasty, as follows :—Bibar, fol. 494 5. Hu-
mayin, fol. 496 a. Shir Shah, fol. 503 &.
Salim Khan B. Shir Shah, fol. 510 . Akbar,
fol. 513 a@. Jahangir, down to A.H. 1020,
fol. 580 a.

The Safavis, fol. 584 «. Shiah Isma'il,
fol. 586 «. Shah Tahmasp and his suc-
cessors, fol. 599 0.

This last section is not brought down to
the time of composition; it comes to an
abrupt close in A.H. 998.

Or. 1909.

Foll. 71; 8} in. by 53; 25 lines, 4§ in.
long; written in Naskhi, A.H. 1851.

«“Uber die Chronik des Haidar Ben Ali
Husaini er-Razi; von Dr. Richard Gosche,in
Berlin. Eingegangen bei Prof. Fleischer in
Leipzig, d. 30 April 1851.”
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The Zubdat ut-Tavirikh, by Haidar B. *Ali
Husaini Razi, the subject of the present
notice, is a vast historical compilation, the
only known copy of which consists of two
large folios preserved in the Berlin library.
The preface, with the statement of contents,
and extensive extracts relating to the history
of the Tatirs before Chingiz Khan, and of
India, from the earliest times to the reign of
Nasir ud-Din B. Iltatmish, have been tran-
scribed by Dr. Gosche in the original lan-
guage.

The author states in the preface that he
had commenced the composition of the work
in A.II. 1020, and had completed the first
volume (the only extant part of it), con-
taining the history of the prophets, khalifs,
and kings, and consisting of upwards of
200,000 lines, in A.H. 1026, having at that
time attained the age of thirty-five years.
He names as his principal sources the Jami'
ut-Tavirikh of Rashid, Tarikh Hafiz Abra,
Rauzat us-Safa, Habib us-Siyar, and Tarikh
Alfi, from all of which he had made copious
extracts without verbal alteration.

Haidar Razi is frequently quoted by Wilken
in his Historia Gaznevidarum. See also
Quatremeére, Histoire des Mongols, preface,
p- 83.

Or. 1766.

Foll, 178; 10% in. by 74; 19 lines, 44 in.
long; written in Nestalik, apparently in the
18th century.

Sl et wose

A general history compiled in the reign
of Jahangir.

Author: Ahmad B, Bahbal B. Jamal
Kamgi, commonly called Kanbi, 3 sl

0 et o o Jar 2 e
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It is stated at the beginning of another
copy, Or. 1883, foll. 176—236, that this his.
tory extends from Adam to the reign of Ja-
hiangir. A.H.1021, 1022, and 1033 (probably
for 1023) are successively mentioned in the
text, foll. 122 3, 146 @, and 150 a, as the
current years at the time of composition.
The work is inscribed in Or. 1883, Ma'din i
Akhbir i Abhmadi, the distinctive epithet
being derived from the author’s name. It
is quoted under tho same title in the Tarikh
Salitin Afaghinah and the Ma'din us-Sa‘adat
(Elliot, vol. v. p. 1, and vol. viii. p. 354),
while in the subscription of this MS. it is
designated as Ma'din i Akhbar Jahangiri.

A short preamble, the first six lines of
which are wanting in the present copy,
begins in the other as follows: s.b,% ), .
Wl ) ¥, The work is divided into
sections called $3, twenty-four of which are
contained in this volume,.

Contents :—Early kings of Persia, fol. 1 a.
Umayyades, fol. 65 a. Abbasides, fol. 74 5.
Dynasties contemporary with the Abbasides,
viz. Saffaris and Tahiris, fol. 84 4. Samanis,
fol. 87 a. Ghaznavis, fol. 88 5. Dailamis,
fol. 89 4. Saljikis, fol. 92 4. Khwirazm-
shahis, fol. 111 a@. Sunkuris, or Atabaks, of
Fars, Sham, and Irak, fol. 118 . Isma'lis
of Maghrib and Kihistan, fol. 119 a.

Kings of Khita and Europe, fol. 125 a. Mo-
ghuls, viz. Chingiz Khan, his ancestors and
descendants down to Jahantimur Khan de-
posed A H. 754, fol. 125 8. Sultans of Rum,
fol. 143 a. Safavis, fol. 146 a. Uzbaks, fol.
150 @. Ghaznavis in India, fol. 152 b.
Ghiris, fol. 166 4. Hindu Rajahs, and
Sultans of Dehli and Lakhnauti, down to
Ghiyag ud-Din (‘Ivaz Khilji), of Lakhnauti,
fol. 172 a.

The above is only a portion of the first
volume, which, according to the heading of
Or. 1883, came down to Ibrahim Lodi, while
the second was devoted to the Chaghatd’i
dynas‘y and some other Indian rulers.
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Or. 1728.

Foll. 1835 ; 104 in. by 63; 15 lines, 4 in.
long ; written in Nestalik, in the 19th cen-
tury.

ddle &

Extracts from the third volume (Mujallad)
of the Subh i Sadik, an extensive historical
compilation, brought down to A.H. 1048.

Author: Muhammad Sadik B. Muham-
mad Salih ul-Isfahani ul-Azidani, o«

SO el Jlal sast 2 Gt

Beg. Canheilie Q)‘.’ Jé\d &.o)\ r’u é@j\ﬁ\

The author and the present work have
been already noticed, p. 775 a.

The contents of the Subh i Sadik have
been stated by Sir H. Elliot in the ¢ History
of India,” vol. vi. p. 463. The third volume
contains a great number of short obituary
notices of eminent Muslims chronologically
arranged in twelve sections called Matla',
and corresponding to the centuries of the
Hijrah. The eleventh is devoted to the men
of note who died after A.H. 1000, and the
twelfth to a memoir of the author’s life
brought down to A.H. 1048, into which are
woven numerous notices of the men of
eminence with whom he had come into con-
tact.

This last Matla®is alone transcribed in full
in the present MS., foll. 100—135. Of the
others the headings only, viz. the names of
the subjects of the notices are given as fol-
lows :—Matla* L., fol. 1 «; IL, fol. 8 a; III.,
fol. 16 a; 1V, fol. 27 a; V., fol. 39 «; VI,
fol. 49 a; VII., fol. 61 &; VIIL, fol. 71 &;
IX,, fol. 76 b; X, fol. 79 a¢; XI., fol. 87 a.
A few notices extracted from the above sec-
tions occupy foll. 91 a—99 ¢, and Matla“ XII,,
foll. 100 5»—1386 a.

The preface of the third volume, fol. 100 4,
contains a dedication to Shah Shuji', son
of Shahjahan.

VoL. ML
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It is stated at the end that the MS. from
which the extracts were made had 1074
folios, with nineteen to twenty-three lines
in a page.

Sir Wm. Ouseley, who possessed a copy of
the Subh i Sadik (No. 292), and quotes it in
his Travels, vol. ii. p. 405, states that it is
dated A.H. 1045.

Or. 1773.

Foll. 386; 84 in. by 51; 156 lines, 3} in.
long ; written in Nestalik, about A.D. 1850.

) e

A portion of the Muntakhab ut-Tavarikh,
by Muhammad Yasuf Ataki (see p. 122 ),
with the heading :
Gap ey 0 U0 2 g E !

Contents: Kism I., Prophets and sages,
fol. 1 . Kism II,, Kings of ancient nations,
fol. 98 . Kism III.,, Muhammad and the
Khalifs, fol. 174 a. The last section breaks
off with the Khilafat of “Abd ul-Malik B.

Marvan.

Or. 1758.

Foll. 252 ; 124 in. by 8; 9lines, 4 in. long;
written in large Nestalik, apparently in the
19th century.

£ s
The chronological tables of Haji Khalifah,
translated into Persian.

Beg. \J;JK.:),):, Capd N5 1)) o 5 3 S

A copy of the same version, wanting two
pages at the beginning, has been noticed
p.- 187 b. The translator, who does not give
his name, says in the preface that, on reach-
ing Baghdad in A.H. 1075, he had found a
book containing some ingeniously devised
chronological tables, written in Turkish by

c
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one of the learned men of Istanbiil, and had
becn induced to translate it, making at the
same time some additions relating to the
Safavi dynasty. The tables are brought
down to A.H. 1084. This copy wants the
additional tables of dynasties and the Kha-
timah.

Or. 1760.

Foll, 171; 12} in. by 7%; 17 lines, 4§ in.
long; written in Nestalik, A.D. 1849.

I. Foll. 2—76. The same translation,
with the table of dynasties and the Khi-
timah. At the end is a notice dated July,
1849, in which Ziya ud-Din Ahmad Khan
gives an account of the collation of the MS.
by himself.

II. Yoll. 78—171. Akhlak i Jalali, the
ethics of Jalal ud-Din Davani. Sce p. 442 d.

Or. 1998.

“ Foll. 413; 12} in. by 8% ; 19 lines, 5} in.
long; written in Nestalik; dated Rajab,
A1l 1239 (A.D. 1824).

Lo L')\‘? Q‘gc

A general history compiled under Aurang-
z1b, before A.H. 1094.
Author: Shaikh Muhammad Baka, ﬁ;‘
& o
This work, which is called in the subscrip-
tion Mir’at Jahin Numa, is an enlarged recen-
sion of the history described, p.125 &, under
the title of Mir'at ul-‘Alam, and was edited
after the author’s death by his sister’s son
Muhammad Shafi. Although the Mir'at
ul-*Alam was published as the work of Bakh-
tavar Khan, we have here Mubammad
Shafi's testimony for the fact that it was in
reality due to Muhammad Baka.
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From the editor’s notices on the author’s
life and family, we extract the following par-
ticulars:—The first of his ancestors who set-
tled in India, Khwajah Ziyi ud-Din, a de-
scendant of the famous saint Khwijah *Abd
Ullah Haravi, came from IIerat to the court
of Firiz Shah, A.H. 7564, and reccived, as a
reward for distinguished services, the title of
Malik Mardan Daulat and the government
of Multan. His descendants settled in Sa-
haranpur (Thornton’s Suharunpore), where
Shaikh ‘Abd us-Sattir, the author’s great-
grandfather, died in great renown of sanctity
A.H. 905 (see fol. 275 a).

Muhammad Baka, born A.II. 1037, com-
menced his studies with his father Shaikh
Ghulam Muhammad, and carried them on in
Sirhind under Shaikh ‘Abd Ullah, called Mi-
yan Eazrat, and Shaikh Nar ul-Ilakk B.
‘Abd ul-Haklk Dihlavi (see p. 2240). After
some years devoted to teaching in his native
town, he embraced a religious life, receiving
the initiation from his father, and, after him,
from Shaikh Muhammad Ma'sim Sirhindi.
Ile was, however, prevailed upon by the in-
stances of Iftikhir Khin Mir Khansaman,
(A.H. 1073—1080; see Ma’asir ul-Umara,
fol. 64), to come to court and accept official
employment; but by special favour he
obtained muech leisure, which he devoted to
literary work. His compositions are the fol-
lowing :—A Majmii‘ah, completed A.H. 1077,
in which he condensed the substance of the
Hadikat of Sana'l, the Mantik ut-Tair, and
the Magnavi. Mir'at ul-Alam, written
for Bakhtavar Khan, and published under
his name. Riyaz ul-Auliya (see Or. 1745).
Paskirat ush-Shu'ari. He erected in his
native city an extensive suburb, called after
him Bakapirah, and including a garden and
a mosque, which was finished in A.H. 1084,

Bakhtavar Khin, who boldly claims for
himself the authorship of the Mir'it ul-‘Alam,
has inserted in that work, Add. 76567, fol.
478 b, a short notice of its real author, who,



GENERAL HISTORY.

as he condescends to acknowledge, “had

assisted him in its composition.”” There he
states that Bakai Saharanpuri, whose original
name was Shaikh Muhammad Baki, was an
eminent scholar, especially versed in his-
torical lore, and an clegant writer in prose
and verse, personally known to the emperor.
He adds that Baka died A.H. 1094, in Sa-
haranpur, where he discharged the duties
of Bakhshi and Viki‘ah-nigar.

The present volume contains little more
than the latter half of the work. The first,
which, according to the original pagination,
consisted of 363 leaves, comprised the pre-
face, the Mukaddimah, the first two books
(Arayish), and the first three chapters (Nu-
maiyish) of the third book.

The last four chapters of Ariyish IIIL., be-
ginning on fol. 2 @, Arayish IV., fol. 29 3,
Arayish V., fol. 42 8, and Ariyish VI., fol.
106 a, are in complete agreement with the
corresponding portions of the Mir'at ul-
‘Alam, Add. 7657, foll. 150 5—348 b.

The divergence begins with Arayish VIL,,
the division and contents of which differ
considerably from the latter work. It com-
prises three sections called Pairayish, as fol-
lows :—Pairayish I. History of ‘Alamngir’s
carly life and of the first ten years of his
reign (the same as in Mir’at ul-*Alam), fol.
159 . Pairayish II., divided into five
chapters (Numayish), as follows: 1. The
eminent qualities of ‘Alamgir, fol. 212 b.
2. His children, fol. 215 . 3. The extent of
his empire, fol. 218 a. 4. Contemporary
sovereigns, fol. 218 (the above sections agree
with the Mir'at ul-‘Alam). 5. Notices on
celebrated Vazirs, from the time of the
early Khalifs to the reign of *Alamgir, fol.
219 b.

Pairayish IIL, comprising the following
four chapters (Numiid):i—1. ‘Ulama and
men of letters of the author’s time (differing
by omissions and additions from the corre-
sponding section of Mir'at ul-'Alam), fol.
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238 5. 2. Calligraphers (corresponding to
the first section of the Afziyish in Mir’at ul-
*Alam), fol. 245 6. 3. Strange facts:and
curious occurrences (more extensive than
the corresponding section of Mir'at ul-*Alam),
fol. 2563 6. 4. Account of the author’s an-
cestors, written by the editor, Muhammad
Shafi (see fol. 276 &), fol. 271 a.

The Khatimah contains notices on Persian
poets in alphabetical order, and the author’s
life. The first section, foll. 277 5—410 b,
occupies more than four times the space of
the corresponding portion of the Mir'at ul-
‘Alam, which it greatly surpasses both in
the number and in the extent of the lives.
It includes notices of some contemporary
Amirs. The author’s life, foll. 410 5—413 a, is
due to the editor, who states at the beginning
that Muhammad Baka had left the work un-
finished at his death.

This copy was written for Mughul Beg, of
Akbarabad, by Sayyid Kiyam ud-Din. It
reproduces at the end the versified subserip-
tion of an earlier MS., dated A.H. 1143, from
which it had apparently been transcribed.

The margins contain in some places exten-
sive additions written by Muhammad B.
‘Abd Ullah A.H. 1216 (see fol. 2123). They
consist of historical and biographical notices,
relating, for the most part, to a period sub-
sequent to the composition of the work.

A full account of the Mir'at i Jahannuma,
with an abstract of the editor’s preface, will
be found in Elliot’s History of India, vol. vii.
pp. 145—165. :

We learn from the preface that the editor
completed his task A.IL. 1095. Of a later
and independent recension by Muhammad
Rizi, a younger brother of the author, which
also bears the title of Mir'at i Jahannumsi,
some fragments are preserved in Or. 1752, iv.

Extracts from the Mirit i Jahinnuma,
translated for Sir H. Elliot by Munshis, will
be found in Add. 30,778, foll. 50—139, and
Add. 30,779, foll. 103—123.

c2
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Or. 1983.

Foll. 24; 12 in. by 7§; 17 lines, 4} in.
long; written in Nestalik, about A.D. 1850.
A portion of the Mir'at i Jahannuma,
designated in the heading as the first Paira-
yish of Arayish VIIL. It is divided into
fourteen sections (Numayish), and contains
notices on celebrated Vazirs, from the time of
the early Khalifs to the reign of Aurangzib.
The contents are substantially the same
as those of the section which occupies foll.
220—238 in the preceding MS., and which
is there called the fifth Numayish of the
second Pairayish, Arayish VII. The present
extract is from the above-mentioned edition
of Muhammad Riza. See Or. 1752, fol. 39 &.
Endorsed, “8ent by Md. Hussan from the
Cawnpoor copy of M. Jehannuma.”

Or. 1836.
Foll. 128; 11 in. by 6%; 15 lines, 4 in.
long; written in Nestalik, for Sir H. Elliot,
about A.D. 1850.

u}aa.n.eé)b

A portion of Tarikh i Mufazzali, a general
history brought down to the reign of Far-
rukhsiyar, A.H. 1124—1131.

Author: Sayyid Mufazzal Khan, J.dée s

o'

A short account of this work by Prof.
Dowson will be found in Elliot’s History of
India, vol. vii. p. 141. The only known
copy of that extensive compilation, which
was found in the royal library of Lucknow,
is a folio volume of 904 pages, from which
the present transcript, as well as headings
and extracts preserved in Add. 2053, foll. 30
—52, are derived. It begins, as shown by
the above extracts, as follows : —

o
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The original MS. has much suffered from

GENERAL HISTORY.

ants, having lost the lower part of most pages,
as many gaps in the transeript testify, and it
is moreover defective at the end. For, al-
though the preface shows that it originally
concluded with the reign of Farrukhsiyar, it
now breaks off in the tenth year of Aurang-
zib, A H. 1077.

It is divided into seven Makalahs, the sub-
jects of which are, as stated in the preface,
the following :—I. Creation. II. Adam and
the Prophets. 1II. Muhammad. IV. Early
kings of Persia. V. Khalifs. VI. Sultan
Mahmid, the Ghiris, etc. VII. Timir and
his descendants.

The present volume comprises Makalah
VI. and the first portion of Makalah VII., as
follows :—

Makalah VI. The Samainis, fol. 1 @. The
Subuktiginis, fol. 10 a. The Saljikis, to the
death of Sanjar, fol. 22 ¢. ‘Ali ud-Din
Muhammad Khwarazm Shah, fol. 34 6. The
Ghuris, from Saif ud-Din Sari to “Ala ud-Din
Muhammad B. Sam, fol. 40 4. Kings of
India, from T4j ud-Din Ilduz to Naisir ud-
Din Kabachah, fol. 58 a. Kings of Lakh-
nauti, from Ikhtiyar ud-Din Muhammad
Bakhtiyir to Tvaz Khilji, fol. 70 . Shams
ud-Din Tltatmish and his successors down to
Nasir ud-Din Mahmad, fol. 79 a.  Brief
sketch of the next following Sultans of Dehli,
fol. 91 4. The Lodis, from Bahlil to the
carly part of Ibrahim’s reign, A.H. 923,
fol. 95 .

Makalah VIIL
Timir, fol. 102 a.
perfect), fol. 127 4.

The greater part of Makalah VI. is taken
from an earlier work which the compiler has
transferred bodily to his pages, leaving un-
altered, not only the name of the author,
who calls himself at the beginning of some
sections, foll. 10 o, 22 a, 61 ¢, Muhammad
B. 8Shadi B. Muhammad ul-Kunduzi, but
references made in several places, foll. 1 &,
22 b, 78 b, to Abul-Muzaffar Firiz Shah

Genealogy and life of
Reign of Shahrukh (im-
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(probably Firiz Shah B. Rajab, A.H. 762 —
790) as the reigning sovereign.

It appears, however, that Muhammad B.
Shadi himself has but slender claims to
authorship; for his work, at least the extant
part of it, is textually transcribed, with some
omissions and transpositions, from the
Tabakat i Nasiri, Tabakahs IX.—XXI.,, the
writer boldly substituting his own name for
that of the real author. His only addition
seems to be an account of the Arab conquest
of Sind, which he professes to have abridged
from the Persian version made in the time
of Nasir ud-Din Kabachah (the Chach-
Niamah; see p. 290 4), and which he inserts
in his work, there designated as g,\y)) xods
&% 55,8, in his notice on the reign of that
sovereign, fol. 61 a.

The account of the Lodis is abridged from
the Tarikh i Khanjahani, see p. 210 a.

A translation of the rubries of the Tarikh
i Mufazzali and of the abridged version of
the Chach Namah will be found in Add.
30,778, foll. 1— 19.

Or. 1884.

Foll. 215; 11% in. by 74; 18 lines, 4§ in.
long ; written in neat Shikastah-amiz, with
‘Unvan and gold-ruled margins; dated Zul-
hijjah, A.H. 1148 (A.D. 1736).

CJ'w‘ oy

A general history from the carliest times
to A.H. 1148. ‘

Author: Muhammad ‘Ali B. Muhammad
Sadik ul-Husaini un-Nishapuri un-Najafi,
S A ) Golo s e st

Beg. NS, a¥ Ylw sliG o g2 5K

This ‘may be called the first edition of the
work, a later and enlarged recension of which

was issued by the author under the title of
Mir‘at us-Safi, and has been described p.129a.
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Althougl agreeing in the main with the last-
named work, the Burhin ul-Futih differs
from it in the preface, which contains a
dedication to Navvab Burhin ul-Mulk Sayyid
Sa‘idat Khin, Sibahdir of Oude (see p.
308 b), and in the arrangement of some of
its chapters. It shows, moreover, a decided
Shi‘ah bias, and greater condensation in the
recent period of Indian history, especially in
the reign of Muhammad Shih. The record
of this last reign is brought down to the
month of Zulka‘dah, A.H.1143, and concludes
with a mention of the threatening movements
of Baji Rio’s forces. The same year, A.H.
1148, is repeatedly mentioned in the body of
the work, foll. 9 , 147 @, 149 a, as the date
of composition.

The present MS. is, according to the sub-
scription, the author’s autograph, and pro-
bably the presentation copy.

The Burhan ul-Futih is divided into a
Mukaddimah, cighteen chapters (Bib), and a
Khitimah,as follows:—Mukaddimah treating
of various eras, fol. 9 5. I. Creation, pro-
phets, early kings and sages, fol. 11 &.
II. Muhammad and the Imims, fol. 42 6.
III. Khalifs, fol. 65 «. IV. Rebel chiefs,
and Sayyids of Andalus, fol. 77 a. V. Per-
sian kings, in nineteen dynasties, from the
Tahiris to the Shirvidnshiahis, fol. 78 a.
VI. Arab kings, fol. 96 a. VII. Kings of the
race of Chingizkhin, fol. 100 b, VIIIL Ti-
murides of Iran and Turan, fol. 114 «.
IX. Safavis, fol. 122 . X. Osmanlis, fol.

140 a. XI. Shaibakis or Uzbaks, fol. 147 a.
XIT. Sultans of Dehli, fol. 149 5. XIII.
Local dynasties of India, fol. 172 a. XIV.

‘Ulama in two classes, viz. the Shi'as and
Sunnis, fol. 184 . XYV. Sufis and Shaikhs,
fol. 193 5. XVI. Poets, fol. 193 a. XVII.
Dates of some memorable events, fol. 205 &.
XVI