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PREFACE

AD it not been for the keen and personal
interest, which the Royal Master, whom
I am privileged to serve, takes in all
matters connected with the sound education
of his subjects, these pages would never have
seen the light of day. Words fail me to express
my deep sense of gratitude adequately for the
graciousness with which His Exalted Highness
granted my request to visit Japan. I feel
that the day is near when, under his benign
rule, Hyderabad will see as great an intellectual
awakening as was witnessed by the Islamic
world in the days of the great Caliphs of
Bagdad.

What I saw in Japan has convinced me still
further that the creation of the Osmania Univer-
sity, by His Exalted Highness, is one of those
epoch-making steps which continue to influence
the activities of human beings for centuries to
come. Historians will point to it as the in-
spirer of that great intellectual progress which
our country is destined to make, and posterity
will utter with loving reverence the name of the
Ruler, who to-day adorns the throne of Hyder-
abad, for having had the great foresight to be
the first to place education in India on a
ralional and truly national basis.

When I commenced the compilation of this
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Report my original intention was to deal only
with the Educational system of Japan. But
the deeper I went into the question the more did
I become convinced that a bare enumeration
and description of the different educational in-
stitutions, as they exist to-day, would not be
enough. I began to realize that for the proper
understanding of her purely educational activi-
ties it was necessary to know something of her
political history, and that the one could not be
separated from the other.

Accordingly, in the pages that follow, I have
dealt, at some length, with the political con-
dition of Japan, as it was prior to the opening up
of the country to foreigners and as it is at the
present day ; and I hope that, with it as a back-
ground, I have made it easier for the reader to
grasp the full greatness of her achievement.

To original research or to a profound know-
ledge of the country I lay no claim. Much of
the historical information that I have collected
here has been taken from books written by men
who devoted a lifetime to the study of Japan.
The three and a half months that I was
enabled to pass there were mostly spent in work
in government offices and in the inspection of
educational institutions, and almost all my
leisure hours in interviews with different officials,
chiefly those connected with educational work.
But what I do venture to claim is that I did all
that lay in my power, during the time at my
disposal, to try to understand the country and
to find out the ideals of her inhabitants.

To those to whom my account of Japan
might appear as too eulogistic when compared
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with that given by many European and Ameri-
can authors—for, now that Japan has become
a great commercial nation, many have begun
to belittle her—my request is to remember
that I am an Asiatic, and as such, have under-
stood, perhaps in a more personal way than it
is possible for any KEuropean or American to
understand, the exact weight of each obstacle
which Japan has had to remove from her path
in her march towards national unity and full
independence.

If it is thought that my eyes have been
dazzled by the refulgent glory of Modern Japan,
let that be put down to my sudden emergence
from the gloom that surrounds us in India,
rather than to any other cause. 1 went to Ja-
pan a cynic but have come back a firm believer in
her political greatness.

I cannot conclude these remarks without ex-
pressing my feelings of gratefulness to a host
of fll'(iends who helped me in various ways in my
work.

In India, I am indebted to Nawab Wali-ud-
Dowlah Bahadur, Home Minister, His Exalted
Highness the Nizam’s Government, for the
official support so kindly given by him to my
proposal to be allowed to visit Japan; to my
esteemed friend, Nawab Nizamat Jung Bahadur,
Minister, Political Department, His Exalted
Highness the Nizam’s Government, for the
personal interest which he took in all matters
relating to my visit; to my much respected friend
Nawab Hyder Nawaz Jung Bahadur, Finance
Minister, His Exalted Highness the Nizam’s
Government, for the letters of introduction which
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he procured for me from his friends, and for the
many valuable suggestions he made as regards the
treatment of the subjects discussed in this bock ;
to Sir M. Visvesvaraya, for giving me letters of
introduction to some of the foremost officials
in Japan; to Professor McEwen, of the Nizam
College, Hyderabad Deccan, for the very kind
way in which he helped me to find the English
equivalents of a number of scientific terms
used in Japanese text-books; and to my old
friend, Professor N. G. Welinkar, of the Osmania
University, Hyderabad Deccan, for undertaking
the important but very dreary task of reading
the proofs of this book as they came from
the Press.

In Japan, my thanks are due, first and fore-
most, to Mr. Hotchand Advani, who allowed me
to use his house in Yokohama as a second
home, and to Mr. Hamilton Holmes, His
Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Yokohama,
for the very kind way in which he rescued me
from the highly unpleasant activities of the
Japanese Criminal Investigation Department.
To His Excellency Mr. Inouye, Governor of the
Kanagawa Prefecture, I feel obliged for his great
kindness in deputing Mr. Jiro Ino, Head of the
Educational Department of the Prefecture, to help
me in my investigations ; and to His Excellency
Mr. Tokonami, Minister of Home Affairs in the
Takahashi Cabinet, I owe sincere thanks for the
kindness he showed me throughout my stay in his
country, and for the frank way in which he
allowed me to discuss several questions with him.
To such men of learning as Doctor Takakusu, of
the Imperial University, Tokyo, and Doctor
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Ueda, of the Tokyo University of Commerce, I
am grateful for the very clear way in which they
explained to me the difficulties under which the
work of translating European books had to be
carried on in the early days.

Lastly, to Professor E. E. Speight, of the
Imperial University, Tokyo, Mr. Yorisada
Tokugawa, and Mr. Hisatake Dusi, I owe all
that I have been able to learn of the social life
of Tokyo. I feel that in them I have acquired
lifelong friends, and that no words of mine
can convey to them sufficiently my heartfelt
gratitude for the brotherly treatment that I
received at their hands.

SYED ROSS MASOOD

HybpERABAD DECCAN,
5th April 1923.






CHAPTER 1

The Country and the Characteristics of the
Inhabitants

APAN, as will be evident from its formation
on the map of the world, has been most aptly
likened to the emerged crest of a submarine
mountain. The country, consisting as it does of
more than three thousand islands, is in reality
an archipelago, and is said to be mainly the
product of volcanic forces, which are even now
by no means insignificant. It possesses about
two hundred voleanoes, of which fifty continue
more or less in a state of eruption.

The dire result of the presence of so many
volecanoes can be traced in the sad loss of life
that occupies so large a place in the ancient
annals of the country; and even in modern days,
there took place, between the years 1884 and 1905,
no fewer than 80,680 earthquakes, which yield the
very high average of about 4 shocks a day. Indeed,
it was soon after my arrival in the country, that
I had the misfortune to witness the biggest seismic
shock that has occured within the last 20 years;
and I can never forget the feeling of utter helpless-
ness that came over me at the sight of houses
tumbling down and human beings getting crushed
to death.
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But these voloanoes, while causing periodic
destruction, have also enriched Japan in more
ways than one. They have given to her so many
sulphur and mineral springs, of different medicinal
values, that it is quite possible that in the near
future she will become perhaps the most import-
ant country in the world for water-cure treatment.
Moreover, the volcanic deposits enrich the already
excellent soil of the country, and thus help to
inorease the fertility of the whole land, on which,
indeed, the greater part of the nation is almost
entirely dependent for its subsistence.

In addition to the above, numerous metals
and minerals are also found in the country—gold,
gilver, copper, lead, tin, iron, petroleum and coal.
So extensive, indeed, are the deposits of the
last-named mineral that almost all the foreign
ghips that pass Japan use her ports for coaling
purposes, and this forms a big source of revenue
for the people. The seas, too, that surround Japan
offer to the nation an inexhaustible supply of
food, for, they are full of a large variety of the
choicest edible fish, which, with boiled rice, forms
the chief diet of the inhabitants.

In area Japan proper is a little over 142,000
square miles, and, according to the last census,
taken at midnight on the 10th October 1920, has a
population of 55,961,140. The total population
for the whole Empire, including Korea, Formosa,
Saghalien Islands, ete. is 77,005,610. Thus, for
purposes of comparison, the area of Japan proper
may be said to be considerably less than twice
that of these Dominions, and its population
more than four times as great.

My study of the history of Japan disclosed to
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me ocertain very striking similarities between
that country and England. Her position on the
map of Asia has many features in common with
that of England on the map of Europe. Then
again, as the climate of England is warmed by the
flow of the Gulf Stream, so is that of Japan
modified by the flow of the ‘Kuroshiwo’ or
Black Stream, which rises near the Equator
and is produced by the Pacific Trade Winds. As
England was threatened by the great Spanish
Armada in the days of Queen Elizabeth in the
year 1688, so was Japan by the huge Mongol Fleet
sent by Kublai Khan towards the end of the 18th
Century (1281) with the object of annexing it
to his dominions. The Spanish Armada was
driven away by a storm, and in the same way
the Mongol Fleet was blown away from the
shores of Japan with great loss of life. The boats
of the enemies of Japan were ‘impaled on the
rocks, dashed against the cliffs, or tossed on
land like corks from the spray’. The English
commemorated their deliverance from their enemy
by having a coin struck with the words: “God
breathed and they were scattered,” and the
Japanese said that * their gods and their heaven
prevailed over the gods and the heaven of the
enemy.”

Finally, as the partial seclusion of England
from the general stream of Continental life tended
to weld its heterogeneous elements into one
nation, so did that of Japan; and as regards the
intellectual development of the race, what Nor-
man France did to civilize Saxon England, Korea
did to Japan; for, it was from China, through
Korea, that Japan received her first civilisation.
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From the point of view of ethnology also, the
Japanese nation of today is the result of the
intermingling of as many different elements as
have produced the English nation. The latter is
the product of the intermingling of Celts, Saxons,
Angles, Jutes, Danes, and Normans; and in the
Japanese nation, as we find it today, have been
incorporated the racial types of China, Malay
Archipelago, Korea, Tartary, Mongolia and, to
some extent, India.

All these common features have tended to
produce, in the psychology of the Japanese nation,
traits similar to those found in the English
people; and in the course of my stay amongst
them, I was again and again struck with these
psychological similarities, The same insular re-
serve is to be found amongst the Japanese as
amongst the English, and in seamanship they
have shown the same hardihood, coolheaded-
ness, and valour, which have made England the
greatest naval power of the modern world.

But there are two features in their history,
which are not found in that of any other country:
the first is that the Emperors of the present
family have continued to rule since the legendary
era; and the second that, though several attempts
were made to conquer Japan, the invaders were
in every case defeated and driven away.

Perhaps the most remarkable characteristic
of the Japanese race is their intense patriotism
and loyalty to their country; and it would be
no exaggeration to say that these two sentiments
form the rock-foundation on which the entire
fabric of modernized Japan has been reared. On
questioning boys belonging to different educational
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institutions and of different ages, as to what
was their greatest ambition in life, I in-
variably received the answer: ‘Sir, we want an
opportunity to die for the glory of our country and
of our Emperor.” This answer was always given
with a genuineness, which seemed to me most
impressive.

The Japanese consider themselves as belong-
ing to one family, and their Emperor as its head
or patriarch; and what is truly remarkable
is that this intimate relation has continued from
the first foundation of the Empire down to the
present day.

To understand the subsequent developments
in the history of Japan, it should be fully realized
that they do not regard their Emperor merely as
a reigning Sovereign, but believe him to be a
living God. $So intense indeed is the veneration
in which the Emperor is held, that, unlike the
nations of Europe, the Japanese have never
deemed it right to have the head of their
ruler either on their postage stamps or on their
coins. The natural wear and tear to which
these are subjected, would, in their eyes, be a
sacrilege if they were allowed to bear the fea-
tures of the Emperor. We find that there was,
as late as 1868, a law about the public sale
and display of the portrait of the Emperor.
All such pictures were forbidden, and any one
found guilty of allowing them to remain exposed
to the public gaze was at once ecxecuted. Even
today, when the sale of the photographs of the
Emperor is encouraged, the idea of lefting his
face remain unprotected is distasteful to the
people. They, invariably, even in their shops,
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named Yoshihito, and registered him as such in
the village book. When the fact was discovered,
he was asked to resign. But so horrified was he
at his mistake, that he at once committed suicide.

A recent European writer, Dr. McGovern, has
thus described the respect which the whole
nation shows to the late Emperor Meiji, during
whose rule Japan adopted European civiliza-
tion and rose to the position of an important
world-power :—

“The Emperor whose grave is the most po-
pular and visited by pilgrims is the late Meiji
Tenno, whose magnificent mausoleum at Momo-
yama, near Kyoto, is one of the most impressive
sights of the world. Here, under the great white
artificial mountain, lie the remains of the venerat-
ed ruler. A shrine has been erected before it,
-and before it day after day hundreds, and on
holidays thousands, of pilgrims go and pay their
homage—homage, not, as we of the West know
it, to a dead hero, but to the invisible and all-
powerful shade ever mindful of the petitions
offered him, capable and willing of fulfilling them,
for it is the belief of the Japanese that at death
the soul is not allocated either to heaven or hell,
but remains as a ghost haunting either the tomb
in which lies his body or the shrine that has
been erected to him. =« » » »
Therefore is it that the shades of former rulers
are supposed to be still watching over the land
that they governed and loved; still will their
spirits take pleasure in the adulation of the sub-
jects of their successors; and all questions of
national import, the making of war or the sign-
ing of peace, are solemnly reported to them, and
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their blessings asked upon the undertaking.”

Though the Japanese are capable of taking
a very serious view of life, yet, on the whole,
their nature is a gay one. The average Japanese
goes through life with a smile on his lips ; and
the little worries that, in the case of us Indians,
play such frightful havoc with our peace of mind,
do not disturb him. He looks upon them as part
of the day’s work.

Nevertheless, numerous are the suicides com-
mitted every year by students, whom, the intense
labour to which they subject themselves, in their
attempt to acquire as rapidly as possible the
highest standards of Western knowledge, throws
into a gloom of despondency. Thousands are the
cases where the Japanese students, in order to be
able to pay their college fees, have to work, dur-
ing some portion of the day or night, as labourers.:
But so highly is self-respect valued by the entire
nation, that begging for favours, specially for
monetary help, so common in our country, is al-
most unknown.

I knew a student in one of the universities at
Tokyo, who was compelled, in order to meet the
expenses of his education, to live on a field six
miles away as its care-taker. He used to cook his
own food in the morning at dawn, tramp out to
the University, since he could not afford to go in
any conveyance, and live practically on one meal
a day. When my intercourse with him disclosed
to me the extraordinary refinement of his char-
acter, and really marvellous critical perceptions,
I offered to give him some monetary help. Never
will I forget the look of intense pain that came
over his face, when, in a most dignified but
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polite manner, he told me that, since in his
veins flowed the blood of the warriors of Old
Japan, it was his duty to face, unaided, and in
as manly a manner as possible, all the obstacles
that came in his way. It was then that I real-
ized, for the first time, the virility and earnest-
ness that lie hid behind the smiling face and
the polite manners of the inhabitants of Japan.

There also come to my mind the heroic suicides
of several Japanese widows, during the Russo-
Japanese War, so as to make it possible for their
only sons to go to fight for their country, since,
the only sons of widows were not allowed by
the law of the land to enlist themselves as sol-
diers.

I feel, and feel strongly, that a nation, possess-
ing the tremendous patriotism of the Japanese,
can never suffer the moral and political degrada-
tion, through which the greater part of the
world has passed, of allowing itself to be con-
quered or subjugated by people of an alien race.

The training given in Old Japan to the Sam-
urai, who, like the Kshatrias of ancient India,
monopolized the military profession, has tended
to create a type of man surely unique in the 20th
century. It, however, still remains to be seen
whether the present-day close impact with
the commerocial forces of the West will tend to
weaken the native heroism and chivalry of the
race or not. Personally, I feel, that the heroic
deeds of their ancestors—and there are thousands
of them in the annals of Old Japan—will ever
remain a perpetual source of inspiration to the
Japanese; and, whatever be the influences with
which they come into contact, the sentiments,

3
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that for centuries past have become ingrained
in the very soul of the nation, will never be
uprooted and destroyed.

The first thing that used to be taught to the
Samurai was the total suppression of all displays
of emotion. He was taught to face pain, pleas-
ure, and peril without showing the slightest sign
of perturbation; and this still forms the chief
characteristic of the Japanese soldier.

What deed of bravery can be higher than
that evidenced in the Russo-Japanese War before
the gates of Port Arthur? The cpisode is thus
desoribed by an Englishman : ** When volunteers
were asked to undertake the blocking of Port
Arthur, over two thousand offered themselves
for the dangerous task, and some of the appli-
cations were written with the blood of the men
who sent them in. Seventy-seven officers and
men were selected, and the farewell ceremonies
which were held were of a striking and touching
nature. On board the battleship “Asama,” Captain
Yashiro took a large silver cup presented to him
by His Imperial Highness the Crown Prince, and
filling it with water (it being an old Japanese
custom to drink water on the occasion of perma-
nent parting between near relatives), thus ad-
dressed the volunteers: ‘ In sending you now on
the duty of blocking the harbour entrance of Port
Arthur, which affords you one chance out of thous-
ands to return alive, I feel as if I were sending my
beloved sons. But if I had one hundred sons, 1
would send them all on such a bold adventure as
this, and had I only one son I should wish to do
the same with him. In performing your duty, if
you happen to lose your left hand, work with youy
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right ; if you lose both hands, work with both
feet ; if you lose both feet, work with your head,
and faithfully carry out the orders of your com-
mander. I send you to the place of death, and I
have no doubt that you are quite ready to die.
However, 1 do not mean to advise you to despise
your life nor to run needless risks in trying to
establish a great name. What I ask you all is to
perform your duty regardless of your life. The
cup of water I give you now is not meant to give
you encouragement but to constitute you as re-
presentatives of the bravery of the “Adsama.” A
great shame it would be if our men needed
Dutch courage to go to the place of death! I look
forward to a joyous day when I see you again
coming back with success. Submit your life
to the will of Hoaven and calmly perform your
oncrous duty.” Among the volunteers was
Commander Hirose. Before the first attempt on
Port Arthur he wrote home: “ How can I refuse
to die as a patriotic sacrifice for my country ? It
will be a glorious death to go down with the ship
at the entrance of Port Arthur.” Before the
second attempt, in which he perished, he wrote :
“ Knowing that the souls of the brave return
seven times to this world to serve their country,
I sacrifice with confidencoe this life, and expect-
ing now to achieve final success 1 will go on
board the ship cheerfully.”

This heroism is the outcome of the rule which
every one, from the highest to the lowest, is
taught to obey, that “it is the imperative duty
of man in his capacity of a subject, to sacrifice
his private interests to the public good. KEgoism
forbids co-operation, and without co-operation
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there cannot be any great achievement.”

Samurai men, women, and children were, in
Old Japan, taught the use of the sword. It was
laid down in their code of honour that a
Samurai should never surrender himself in battle
to his enemy. Thus, we find, in the history
of Japan, thousands of instances of soldiers and
their commanders committing Harakir: (or suicide)
on the field of battle when defeated, rather than
allow themselves to become captives. Indeed,
to the institution of Harakiri legal sanction was
accorded before the dawn of the modern era in
Japan ; and even today the courage to take one’s
own life ranks very high in the estimate of the
nation, and there is no stigma attached to it.

Formerly, criminals of the Samurai class were
allowed by the Government, when found guilty,
to destroy themselves instead of being handed -
over to the public executioner; and this con-
cession was deemed a great boon. The time and
place used to be officially notified to the con-
demned, and officials had orders to witness
the ceremony. The men committed suicide in
a sitting posture by disembowelling themselves,
without letting the slightest look of agony ap-
pear on their faces, and the women did it by
outting their throats.

It is still a belief in Japan that there are only
two ways in which an insult can be wiped out:
the first is by killing him who insults, and the
second, by killing oneself; for, existence without
having washed away an insult is deemed un-
worthy, Thus, foreigners, who visit Japan, have
to be very careful in dealing with the people
of the country whatever be the class of society
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to which they belong,

An Indian friend of mine, who has settled
down in Yokohama as a merchant, described to
me very graphically how, on one occasion, he had
placed himself quite unwittingly in a horrible
dilemma. Being in a hurry, he had thrown down
a coin to the cooly who was accompanying him.,
Great was his horror when he saw the face of
the man grow red with anger, and heard him
demand in a fierce way why the crest of the Em-
peror, which was embossed on the coin, had
been insulted by being thrown on the ground.
Liuckily for my friend, any further unpleasantness
was stopped by the timely arrival of a Japanese
acquaintance, who, taking in the situation at a
glance, at once lifted the coin from the pave-
ment, and handed it to the cooly in a respectful
manner, and at the same time warned my friend
not to make such a mistake again.

So high indeed is the regard paid by the
Japanese to the self-respect of other human be-
ings, that it always amused me to see parents
addressing their little children in exactly the
same polite manner in which they addressed
people of their own position in life.

Thus, though self-respect, love for their
country, and intense loyalty for their Emperor
are engendered by all the means possible, yet, I
cannot help feeling that this has resulted in mak-
ing the Japanese perhaps the most sensitive nation
in the world, and this so much so, that the
average foreigner finds it most difficult to be
on that footing of intimacy with them which is
so common both amongst us and amongst the
Europeans. This extreme sensitiveness, together
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with commercial rivalry, are, I find, to a large
extent responsible for the dislike with which the
inhabitants of Japan are beginning to be regard-
ed by other nations.

To show how even the poorest classes in
Japan regard questions of national honour, it will
suffice to quote the personal experience of an
English Bishop which has been very kindly com-
municated to me by a friend. The Bishop had
made a journey in Japan on which all his
luggage had been lost, though he had taken every
precaution to have it duly directed and re-
gistered. He was annoyed, when he reached
Tokyo, to find that the luggage had been put out
somoewhere else. The railway officials only as-
sured him that they would send it on by a hand-
cart, if he would leave the money for it, as soon as
it reached the station. The Bishop roplied, “If
this had happened in England, the luggage
would have been sent on by the Company free of
charge.” After this, he saw three or four railway-
men consult together, and one of them came for-
ward and said that his luggage would rcach him
free of charge. The Bishop had not been long in
Japan at the time, and did not know that the rail-
ways were entirely in the hands of Government,
and that the officials were very poorly paid. But
he did enquire into the matter, and found, that
the railwaymen were so hurt at the idea of Eng-
land surpassing Japan in anything, that they
agreed at once to club together and pay out of
bheir poor salaries the expenses of forwarding
the luggage to the Bishop.

As regards the women of Japan, I hold a very
high opinion. 1 look upon them as perhaps
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the most perfect product of culture. In artistic
perception and sensibility to ssthetic influences,
I believe them to be at least a hundred years
ahead of the women of France, whom Europe
has ever regarded as the most artistic in that part
of the world. Never having been subjected to
the seclusion of the kind in which our women
have lived for centuries, they possess that freedom
of thought and movement, which is by no means
common in India. They are physically strong
without being brutal, extremely modest without
being dependent, and entirely unselfish in the
despatch of their daily duties. The woman of
Japan has proved herself “ patient in the hour of
suffering ; strong in time of affliction ; a faithful
wife ; a loving mother ; a good daughter ; and cap-
able, as history shows, of heroism rivalling that
of the stronger sex.” Indeed, the seriousness,
with which she regards ber duties as a human
being, will be fully realised when I state that
divorces on account of a wife’s unfaithfulness are
almost wholly unknown in Japan. A great
authority has well summed up the chief char-
acteristics of the whole nation in the sentence:
“Frugality, industry and patience characterize
all the bread-winners; courage and burning pa-
triotism are attributes of the whole nation.”

The code of Samurai honour has impressed
itself as deeply on the psychology and the daily
behaviour of the women of Japan as on that of
its men. Since, one of the chief rules of Japanese
politeness is to avoid placing on a stranger the
weight of one’s own troubles, it frequently hap-
pens that a Japanese mother, coming out from
the room, where she has, when alone, been giving
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way to utmost grief, will quite calmly describe to a
stranger the death of her only child. It is owing
to their inability to wunderstand such heroic
suppression of emotions that foreigners often
make the mistake of calling the Japanese a nation
of deceivers.

I find, that though today in Japan, as indeed
in other parts of the world, the field of battle has
been exchanged for the field of commerce, yet,
there, unlike other countries, the forces that
tended to produce the perfect Samurai continue
quite strong, especially when dealing with each
other; the only thing that has changed is the
a.speet of their manifestation. As in the days of
old, so today, often do faithful servants try, by
means of a dying protest, to turn their masters
from following a course injurious to their repu-
tation and fortune.

As in the schools of Old Japan the sons of
Samurai were taught military arts and after-
wards made to travel in the country, so I find
that in the schools of Modern Japan physical
education occupies a most important place in the
curriculum. Teachers and pupils set out on long
tramps, carrying their own provisions with them,
and get accustomed to the inclemency of the
weather. If a proper test of physical fitness were
to be held throughout the world, I am inclined
to think that the Japanese, in spite of belng
an ancient race, would come out very high in-
deed.

As regards their history, they are today as
intensely proud of it as ever before, and, unlike
us, pay very great attention to the making and
preserving of all their national records.
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The other facts that struck me as really re-
markable in the history of the Japanese people
are that with them, unlike other countries, the
perfect Samurai had always to be both a soldier
and a scholar ; and religious bigotry was unknown
till their first oontact with Christian Europe
towards the middle of the sixteenth century.

In personal cleanliness there is no nation
today that comes up o the Japanese. Not to be
clean is considered a great social crime by the
rich and the poor alike ; consequently, Japanese
houses are the neatest and ocleanest dwellings
in the world.



CHAPTER 11
The Religion of the People

THOUGH the modern Japanese, like the modern

Hindu, if asked to state what his definite
religious beliefs are, finds himself unable to do so,
yet, it is necessary for me to attempt an exposi-
tion of the present-day religious life of the nation,
for without it, one cannot understand some of
the most important episodes and developments
in the history of the country.

The primitive religion of the land is known
by the name of Shinto, which, when literally
translated into English, means, ‘“ The Way of the
Gods.” 1t is a state of belief that has no set of
dogmas, no sacred book, and no moral code, and
can best be described as a combination of
ancestor-worship and nature-worship, It is the
outcome of that closely knitted family life of the
Japanese which has been such a marked charac-
teristic of the race from time immemorial.

Briefly stated, the followers of Shinto believe
that intimate relations exist between the visible
and the invisible worlds, and that consequently
the living can give by their acts both pleasure
and pain to the spirits of the dead. It is for this
reason that in the words of Professor Chamber-
lain: “The most materialistic Japanese would
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shrink with horror from the neglect of his father’s
grave, and of the rites prescribed by usage for the
anniversaries of a father’s or other near kinsman’s
death, Though unmindful of any future for him-
gelf, he nevertheless, by a happy inconsistency,
acts as if the dead needed his care.”

Roughly speaking, down to about the middle
of the 6th century A. D., the Japanese had not
even conceived of religion as a separate institu-
tion; and, as will be seen later on, even during
the patriotic fervour through which the entire
nation passed, towards the middle of the 19th
century, in its desire to bring about the downfall
of the Shoguns or the hereditary ministers, who
had become the de facto rulers of the ocountry,
the only two principles, preached as necessary for
the revival of the ancient faith in opposition to
the Buddhism patronized by the Shoguns, were
that a man should follow his natural impulses
and that he must obey the Mikado.

It was early in the Christian era that
Confucianism had been introduced into Japan,
together with the other appurtenances of Chinese
civilization, but it had lain dormant during the
Middle Ages, when the whole country acknowled-
ged the practically undisputed sway of Buddhism.
It was Iyeyasu, the great warrior and founder of
the Tokugawa Shogunate, who, in the early part
of the seventeenth century, caused the Confucian
Classics to be printed in Japan for the first time,
and thus gave it a fresh impetus. From then
onward, till the process of the modernization of
Japan commenced, which is, roughly speaking, a
period of 250 years, the mental outlook of the
entire nation continued to be greatly influenced
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by Confucian ideas.

In his system of philosophy, for it is nothing
more than that, unlike Buddhism, Confucius has
not favoured any metaphysical flights of devotional
ecstasies. He has confined his attention to the
everyday details of morals and government, and
has made the complete obedience to parents
and political rulers the basis of his main doctrine.

In the middle of the 6th century A. D.
Buddhism found its way into Japan, and soon its
ceremonies, metaphysics, and moral code, oversha-
dowed the indefinite beliefs of the ancient Shinto.
Moreover, the Buddhist priests, in order to popu-
larise it, diplomatically allowed the presence of
the native Shinto gods in their temples, by pre-
tending that they were in reality the re-inoarna-
tions of ancient Buddhas.

Teaching as it did that Buddhistio grace is to
be obtained through knowledge and enlighten-
ment ; that the means of salvation lie in self-
perfectionment ; that not eternal life should be
the aim but absorption into Nirvana; that
existence itself should be deemed an evil of which
the two roots are ignorance and passion, Bud-
dhism soon captivated the religious sentiments of
the Japanese, and drew them within its fold in
which, to a large extent, they still continue.

The Buddhist priests were the first edu-
cationists of Japan, and, being the most learned
men of the day, influenced both politics and
every other sphere of national activity. But as
neither Shintoism, Confucianism, nor Buddhism
believed in a Supreme God, in our sense of the
word, the average Japanese of today still laughs
when the name of God is piously mentioned
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before him by the foreigner visiting his land.

Christianity first entered Japan towards the
middle of the 16th century, but as the immediate
results of the introduction of that religion were
more political than spiritual, I shall deal with
them in another place. Here it will be enough
to say that, due to what has been stated above,
the religious thought of the Japan of today is
the outcome of the Shinto oult, Confucian
philosophy, Buddhist metaphysics, and Christian
morals.

Bince, of the above religions, Shinto is the
most ancient and the only one that may be
said to be the product of the indigenous mind,
and since it still continues, in different ways, to
form the Japanese outlook on life and to in-
fluence the masses at large, it will not be with-
'out interest if something more is said about it.

The two oldest works, upon which all his-
tories of ancient Japan are based, are the Kojiki
(Records of Ancient Events), compiled in 711-712
A.D,, and the Nihon Shoki (Chronicles of Japan),
compiled in 720 A.D.; and I can do no better
than quote from the former a description of the
cosmogony, for, therein are found, for the first
time in writing, the germs of the religion that
continued undiluted in the country till the coming
of the foreign faiths. Creation is thus described:
“In the beginning of heaven and earth there
came info existence, in the midst of high heaven,
a kami whose name was Ame-no-Minakanushi-no-
Kami. Next arose two kami, Taka-Mimusubi-
no-Kami and Kami-Mimusubi-no-Kami. These
three kami were self-begotten, single and in-
vigsible. The world was young, like a drop of oil
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floating on the surface of the water. And things
thereon sprouted upward like the shoots of the
ashi (reed), from the midst of which emanated
another kami, Umashi-Ashikabi-Hikoji-no-Kami,
Next came Ame-no-Tokotachi-no-Kami or Kuni-
no-Tokotachi-no-Kami. These kami were also
self-begotten, single and invisible.” Now the
literal meaning of the word “Kami "’ is * anythmg
high or above oneself such, for example, as ‘a
deity,” ‘an emperor,’ or ‘a feuda,l chief.’

The Kojiki goes on to describe that from the
Ame-no-Minakanushi descended the Emperors
and the Imperial family, and from the two
Mimusubi the noble families. Thekamiof heaven
(chieftains of pure blood) and the kami of earth
(chieftains of mixed blood) too were descended
from them. Thus, in the words of Professor
Kume: “From the beginning of the heaven and.
the earth Japan was a large family, with the
Emperor as the family head. No hedge was set
up between ruler and ruled, and no castes or
family names existed, for all people were alike the
sons of kami under the Imperial patriarchism.”

It is an extraordinary feature of the Shinto
belief that in it, unlike other religions, no prayers
are ever offered in the hope of receiving benefits
from the deities. All that early Shinto required
of one was to obey nature and to enjoy sweetness.

As regards ceremonies, they consist of puri-
fications either by means of wind or of water.
Death and blood are considered as defiling, and
as the kami are all-seeing, it is laid down that a
man should be cleansed body and soul, to the
very bottom of his heart. Theold Shinto hymn:—
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Pure be heaven.

Pure be earth.

Pure be within, without,

And the six roots;
expresses this intense desire for universal puri-
fication. The ‘six roots’ signify the five sense
organs and the heart, which is the organ of
feeling. This desire for general cleanliness still
persists amongst the Japanese, and it is un-
doubtedly due to it that they have become the
cleanest nation in the modern world.

The followers of Shinto, even in the primitive
days, were taught that to call to their kami to
help them in case of danger was not befitting a
true Japanese. All dangers and troubles were to
be endured without seeking the help of either
those on earth or of those in heaven. The Pro-
fessor quoted above, when dealing with the influ-
ence of Shintoism in modern Japan, says:—*“To
this day devotees of Shinto pray only for the
Emperor’s welfare, not for their own, and the
Emperor offers his daily prayer for the welfare
of his subjects. He is regarded as a living kami,
loved and revered by the nation above all things
on earth, and himself loving and protecting the
nation entrusted to his care. This mutual
understanding obtains between every individual
Japanese and the Emperor. The Sovereign stud-
ies our needs and feels our sorrows. What
more have we, then, to ask from the kami direct-
ly? = * * * *»  Shintoism is
Mikadoism; ‘the kami’s will is the Emperor's
will’ is a maxim inscribed on the heart of every
Japanese.”

The intermingling of Shinto beliefs with the
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precepts of Confucianism and Buddhism has
brought about the curious spiritual oonfusion in
which modern Japan continues. Shinto rules
are observed when public ceremonies have to be
performed, the religious beliefs are Buddhistic,
while the ethical life of the nation is entirely
Confucian. Thus it is that the Japanese today
continue to honour the ancient kami as well as
Buddha, and ocare not which is which. It was
the attitude of perfect truthfulness towards the
kami and the Emperor, from which developed
that great code of honour of the heroic Samurai,
to which I have already referred.

It is the belief of the ordinary man in Japan
that it was the god Izanagi and his wife Izanami,
who oreated the islands of Japan, and that it was
their daughter, Amaterasu, who caused her grand-
son to come down from heaven and spoke to him -
in these words: “Go to Japan where the mea-
dows are green and fertile. Broad Japan shall
be ruled by our descendants to all eternity, and
our posterity shall endure for ever like heaven
and earth.” This belief in the divine birth of the
land of Japan and its Emperorisstill encouraged
officially as well as socially.

On my questioning a highly talented Japanese
gentleman, as to whether it was right that such
legendary myths should continue to be taught
to the youth of a nation that was not only
producing great scientists but was also itself
convinced of the necessity of scientific investiga-
tion and analysis, I received the simple answer,
“These beliefs are no more absurd than the
belief, so assiduously taught in schools in
Europe, that Christ was the son of God.”
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I have come aoross the religious confession of
a well-known Japanese professor, and I quote it
here as it seems to me to be most illuminating:
“Is mankind the happier with religions, or with-
out them ? In what religion, then, do I believe?
I cannot answer that question directly, I turn
to the Shinto priest in case of public festivals,
while the Buddhist priest is my ministrant for
funeral services. I regulate my conduot acoord-
ing to Confucian maxims and Christian morals.
I oare littlefor external forms, and doubt whether
there are any essential differences, in the kami's
eyes, between any of the religions of the civilized
world.”

To explain still further how the Japanese
regard religion, and to show how they make
light of supernatural dogma, I give below an
extract from the writings of the late Mr,
Fukuzawa, who did more than any other man to
modernize the entire educational system of his
country, and whose memory is greatly honoured
as the founder of the famous Keio University :
“It goes without saying that the maintenance of
peace and security in society requires a religion,
For this purpose any religion will do. I lack a
religious nature, and have never believed in any
religion, I am thusopen to the charge that I am
advising others to be religious, when I am not so.
Yet my conscience does not permit me to clothe
myself with religion, when I have it not at heart.
™ " * «  Of religions, there are
several kinds,—Buddhism, Christianity, and what
not. Yet, from my standpoint, there is no more
difference between these than between green tea
and black tea. It makes little difference whether
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you drink one or the other. The point is to let
those who have never drunk tea partake of it and
know its taste. Just so withreligion. Religion-
ists are like tea-merchants. Theyare busy selling
their own kind of religion. As for the method of
procedure in this matter, it i8 not good policy for
one to disparage the stock of others in order to
praige his own. What he ought to do, is to see
that his stock is well-selected and his prices
cheap.”

Once, the late Prince Ito, who has been
rightly called the “ Father of Modern Japan,”
and whose name, as one of the great statesmen
of the 19th century, is well-known throughout
the world, when describing the modern progress
of Japan, spoke of religion in the following
words: “Look at those Oriental countries which
are still in a state of religious bondage. Do we "
not observe in those counfries that religious
prejudice still constitutes a fatal barrier to the
introduction of an intelligent system of adminis-
tration ? Do those among us who would have
religion introduced into the field of education
desire to follow in the footsteps of the backward
countries of the East ? In the view of the ruling
classes, religion is a secondary affair. The
important thing is to conserve the national
morality, which inculcates love of country,
loyalty to the Sovereign, filial piety, family
harmony, respect for parents, goodwill amongst
sons and daughters, the worship of ancestors, ete.
These are civic and family observances, nof
religious. This moral system limits its aims to
this world, and its practice contemplates no
celestial reward.”
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This attitude towards religion still continues,
and it is for this reason, that what we call
Religious Instruction finds absolutely no place

in the educational system of Japan.



CHAPTER 111

Origin of Shoguns—Discovery of Japan by the
Portuguese—Arrival of Saint
Francis Xavier

WITHOUT going into details of the chrono-
logy of the early and mythical history of
Japan, it will suffice for our purpose to know, that
with the introduction of Buddhism, towards the
middle of the 6th century A.D,, the Emperors were
gradually made to adopt a polioy of priestly seclu--
sion from worldly affairs. The secular power
gsoon passed into the hands of different power-
ful families, whose chief man was, later on,
given by the Emperor the title of ‘Shogun’ or
generalissimo, and also invested with full author-
ity to manage the temporal affairs of the realm

on his behalf.

It is no exaggeration to say that up to 1868
the political history of the country is in reality
the history of the rise and fall of such important
families as the Fujiwara, who ruled in the name
of the Emperor for four centuries, the Taira and
Minamoto, who rose to importance in the Middle
Ages, the Ashikaga, who preceded the Tokugawa
family, which was the last important family to
manage the affairs of Japan before the whole
system of government by the Shoguns had to be
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abolishedin face of threats of Western aggression,

It should, however, be fully realized that
though in reality the Emperor had been thrust
into the background, matters were so managed
that, in the eyes of the world at large, he was
still made to appear as the direct descendant of
the gods of the land and as the fountain-head of
all wisdom and power. Therefore it was that the
Shoguns always wielded their power in his
name, and did their utmost never to let a
gituation arise that would place them, in the
eyes of the people, in direct opposition to the
Emperor, from whose hands, indeed, they ever
took the greatest care to receive the insignia of
their important office.

It was, however, not till the year 1185, when
Yoritomo, the chief of the Minamoto family, rose
‘to power, that the Shogunate was properly con-
golidated as an institution, and it is for this rea-
son that he figures in the history of Japan as the
first Shogun in the feudal sense of the word.

From Yoritomo’s rise to full power in 1190, the
Shogunate became firmly established in the land,
and ocontinued almost unbroken till the year
1868, when circumstances finally forced Japan to
modernize herself.

The native writers never seem to tire of show-
ing to the world that though the Shoguns were
the de facto rulers of the country, yet, the
Imperial dignity was ever regarded by them with
as much honour and respeot as if the Emperor's
power had becn really great.

Thus, when dealing with this subject, the late
Marquis Okuma, who was undoubtedly one of the
greatest political figures in modernized Japan
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and who died, unfortunately for me, a few months
before my arrival in the country, says:—*“One
other fact peculiar to Japan is that she has never
experienced a revolution. By a revolution I mean
either a radical change in the form of the govern-
ment or a violent downfall of the reigning dynas-
ty, either forced from without or breaking out
from within. Her history presents not even the
germ of a revolution. There have, of course,
ocourred, during her long career, asin many other
countries, treacheries, regicides, and civil strifes,
as well as vicissitudes of fortune among the rul-
ing families. KEven the Fujiwara family, al-
though it practically monopolized administrative
power under successive emperors, and sometimes
went so far as to raise young princes to the
Throne and control the premiership under them,
instituting for its own benefit the office of regent,-
never aspired to the Imperial dignity, as many a
powerful magnate in China has done under like
conditions, but maintained an attitude of obedi-
ence to its sovereign master and was content to
remain a family of premiers and regents. After
the control of the military affairs of the empire
passed, at the end of the 12th century, into the
hands of the Shogun, or feudal suzerain, who
wielded great power, the Imperial capital was
several times ravaged and devastated by the
warring soldiers of feudal Japan, but even in
those troublous times the Shogun rarely exceed-
ed his rights, which were confined to the military
administration of the State. Upon the de-
cline of the Ashikaga Shogunate (in the 16th
century) a long civil strife ensued, yet it is re-
markable that even at its height, when the
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poverty of the Court at Kyoto was so extreme
that the Emperor found himself destitute even
of the necessaries of life, no one conceived the
thought of wiping out the frail remnant of Im-
perial authority.”

Having now explained the origin of the
S8hogunate, I shall, later on, deal, in greater
detail, with the history of Japan under the sway
of the last Shogunate—that of the Tokugawa—in
whose hands lay all power from the year 1603 to
1868, and by whom it was restored to the father
of the present Emperor of Japan, when the final
decision was reached to adopt a system of go-
vernment analogous to that of the advanced
countries of Europe. But before I do so, it is
necessary to say a few words about the three men
who loom large in the history of Japan at the time
of its first contact with European civilization.

From the gloom of the turmoil and chaos of
the civil wars into which Japan was plunged in
the 1b6th and 16th centuries, emerge three
figures who have left an indelible impression on
the history of their country, and who have, by the
brilliancy of their talents and exploits, captured
the imagination of all its historians. These are
Oda Nobunaga, Hideyoshi, and Tokugawa Iyeyasu,
Each of these three men rose to a position of
great eminence, and each of them tried to solve,
in his own way, the new problems that arose in
the country from the advent of Europeans as
missionaries of Christianity.

Nobunaga was a member of the Taira family,
and the owner of a small fief; while Hideyoshi,
though the son of a humble peasant, was, never-
theless, a most courageous warrior, and, as such,
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had got himself enrolled in the ranks of Nobuna-
ga’s retainers in the humble position of his san-
dal-bearer. But as those were days when no
post or position of importance was beyond the
reach of men, however humble their origin, pro-
vided they knew how to wield the sword in an
efficacious manner, Hideyoshi gradually became
the most powerful man in the country.

Sucoceeding to his small fief in 1542, Nobu-
naga soon added six whole provinces to it, and
became so strong that he was requested both by
the Emperor and the last of the Ashikaga
Shoguns to put an end to the civil wars
then raging, and to pacify the whole country.
Though successful in restoring peace in the
Imperial capital and its surrounding distriots,
Nobunaga was unfortunately debarred from
bringing tranquility to the whole land, owing to
his being treacherously assasinated in 1582.

After Nobunaga's death the two most import-
ant men in the Empire were Hideyoshi and
Iyeyasu, but they, failing to overcome each
other, thought it better to enter into a peaceful
alliance and marriage relationships rather than
weaken themselves by the prolongation of futile
struggles.

Hideyoshi, who has been called the Napoleon
of Japan, carried into effect what Nobunaga had
get out to do, and by 1690 was enabled to bring
the whole country under his rule, having been
formerly invested by the Mikado with the post of
Regent. He, too, died in 1598, and Iyeyasu, the
last of the famous trio, after having defeated the
partisans of Hideyoshi’s son, who had risen in
arms against him, succeeded, in 1608, in getting
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himself appointed as Shogun, which coveted post
continued in his family till its abolition in 1868.

It should be mentioned here that, after the
fall of the Ashikaga Shogunate, Japan remained
without a Bhogun for thirty years, for that post
could neither be held by Nobunaga, owing to his
untimely end, nor by Hideyoshi, who was not of
noble birth. Thus it was decreed that Iyeyasu,
belonging as he did to the noble Minamoto
family, should be the founder of the last Bhogu-
nate, which to us is certainly the most interest-
ing in the history of Japan.

With the discovery, in 1498, of the route to
India, by Vasco de Gama, the aggression of West-
ern nations in the East begins. The more the
Portuguese saw of the possibilities of making
themselves rich in the Orient, the keener did
their desire become to spread their commercial
net further. But, though the first in the field,
the Portuguese soon found other ocompetitors
who, possessing a more virile nature and a bet-
ter sense of organization, sucoeeded, in the years
that followed, not only in destroying the commerce
of Portugal, but in ousting her so completely from
the position of mercantile greatness to which
she had risen in the 15th and 16th ocenturies,
that today she ranks only as an insignificant
Power in the Comity of Nations.

I am, however, here concerned with Portugal
in her rble of the first European nation to enter
the arena of Japanese commerce and to come
into contact with her inhabitants; and in the
course of my narrative, I shall endeavour to
show that it was the intense bigotry of her
Christian missionaries that brought about her

6
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downfall in the Far East, in the same way in
which, by turning out the Mahomedans and by
committing other acts of religious fanaticism,
the intolerance of the Christians of Spain brought
about the downfall of the national prosperity of
their country— a downfall from which it has not
yet recovered.

It was either in the year 15642 or 1548 that a
Portuguese, named Mendez Pinto, whose desti-
nation was the port of Macao in China, was blown
out of his course by a storm and obliged to land
on one of the Japanese islands ; and to this acci-
dent is due the first discovery of Japan by the
Europeans.

The articles that seem to have interested the
Japanese most, even in those early days, were
the guns that Pinto and his two companions
were found to be carrying. The lord of the
island, where they had landed, at once ordered his
armourers to copy them, and it is said that,
within a few years, more than thirty thousand such
clumsy fircarms were made for the whole pro-
vince, and it was not long before each and every
village in Japan possessed one of thein.

When the news of this accidental discovery of
the route to Japan reached the other Portuguese
gettlements in the East, such as Macao and Goa,
great exoitement provailed, which manifested
itself in a fevered aotivity to monopolize the
commerce of the new country. But it was not
the commercial classes alone that thus busied
themselves. The Jesuit missionaries, too,
thought that they were offered by the discovery
a new field for the propagation of their faith—a
faith for which their zeal had made them adopt
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the inquisition and the stake in their own native
land. They now began to entertain hopes of not
only saving the souls of the ignorant heathens
of Japan, but also of earning for their own souls
admission to the Christian paradise. Thus it
was that the first Christians to enter Japan were
those who belonged to the fearloss and militant
order of the Jesuits.

In Japan, as I have already said, religious
bigotry, in the sonse in which it has shown itself
in lands acknowledging a formal religion, was
completely unknown ; and I have often thought to
myself how great must have been the surprise of
the Japanese, when they received through the
Christian missionaries their first oxperience of
religious intolerance, and when they saw these
foreigners marring the religious peace of the whole
tountry in their attempt to supplant the ancient
beliefs of the land.

Indeed, religious toleration still forms an
important characteristic of the Japanese, and so
personal a matter do they decmn religion to be,
that no obstacles are ever placed in the way of
a Japanese that are due to his religious beliefs.

When discussing this point with a Japanese
friend of mine, the way in which he replied to
my question was this: ‘“So long as a man
does not do anything against the basic interests
of our country, to us it is a matter of indiffer-
ence what his religious belief happens to be.
Some men like white socks, some like black
coats, and whatever they wear is the expression
of only their personal predilections. They still
continue true Japanese. It is the same with
religions. Some believe in the old Shinto of our
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country, some in Buddhism, and there are some
who have professed the Christian faith. What
we are oconcerned with is whether they still
continue true sons of Japan or not, We have had
Ministers and Generals who have been Christians,
as well as other high Naval officers, but we ever
found them as keen in the discharge of their
national duties as were the heroes of Old Japan.”

That great writer on Japan, Lafcadio Hearn,
who understood and loved the country to the
extent of himself becoming a naturalized Japan-
ese, has, in a letter to a friend, dated the 27th
August 1891, thus expressed his ideas about
Christianity—ideas with which I found the
majority of Japanese in total agreement :—

* Christianity while professing to be a reli-
gion of love, has always seemed to me in history
and practice a religion of hate, with its jealous
and revengeful deity, its long record of religious
wars and inquisitions, and its mutual reproach-
es between sects of being under the curse of
eternal perdition. No such feeling of religious
hate seems to me possible to exist in Japan.
As the Romans persecuted only religions which
proved hostile to their government, so Japan
seems {0 have never hated any faith which did
not war upon national integrity and morals.”

It will be seen that the horrors that 1 shall
soon have to relate were, to a large oxtent,
brought on their own heads by the Christian
missionaries themselves ; and, to show that this
is not only my conclusion, I quote the words of
the Rev. Mr. Griffis, who has written much on
the country, and whose views are deserving of
the highest respect: ‘ While the friars of the
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different orders were rigorously excommunioat-
ing each other, thinking heathens were not
favourably impressed with the new religion.
Christianity reccived her sorest wound in the
house of her friends.”

When the news of the discovery of Japan by
the Portuguese spread further West, that roman-
tic figure amongst the Jesuits of the day,
St. Francis Xavier, whose eoxperience of India
had made him say that all Indian nationsg were
barbarous, vicious and without inclination to
virtue, bestirred himself, and, facing unheard of
hardships and difficulties, landed on the soil of
Japan, on the 15th of August 1649, as the first
missionary of Christianity.

The essentially peaceful nature of Buddhis-
tic beliefs, and the religious toleration they
beget in their priests, proved fortunate in the
extreme for the personal safety of the Saint and
of those accompanying him. The feudal lords,
whose fiefs he entered, gave him permission to
preach his new doctrines to the inhabitants ; and
the priests of Japan sat, only too readily, at his
feet, and listened, in as courteous a manner as
possible, to the new faith that he expounded to
them.

It was only when they discovered that St.
Xavier had none of the open-mindedness, humili-
ty, and toleration, so dear to the spiritual intel-
lect of Japan, that the priests were ruffled, and
showed the first signs of any suspicion and dis-
courtesy towards the missionaries.

Brought up as St. Xavier had been, in the
midst of the religious bigotry of the 16th century
Europe, he displayed that intense and aggressive
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intolerance which, however sincerely believed by
him to be beneficial for the heathens of Japan,
nevertheless, showed up as something very fierce,
and therefore undesirable, against the background
of Japanese politeness and social courtesy. The
more the Saint damned the heathens of Japan
in his apostolic zeal, the more did they wonder at
the brutal nature of the foreign faith ; and the
events that unfortunately occurred shortly after,
tended to confirm the very unfavourable impression
made on the Japanese by the Christianity of the
Jesuits. But in spite of this, St. Xavier is said to
have succecded in gaining about 760 converts,
including several foudal lords, during the twenty-
seven months that he spent in the country.

To my mind there is absolutely no doubt that
it was the expectation of the material advantages
to be gained by cstablishing a closer contact with
the Portuguese and by placating them, that made
these feudal chieftains embrace Christianity.
They saw that the Portuguese traders in the East
were giving every help to the missionaries of their
faith, and since trade with them meant the open-
ing of new sources of wealth and power, the feudal
lords who professed Christianity did so, I am
afraid, not in the hope of entering the paradise
of the Christians, but in the less praiseworthy
attempt to attract the rich foreign merchant-
ships to their own ports. The interesting
event that occurred in the island of Amakusa,
and which is taken from the records of the
Portuguese missionaries themselves, confirms me
in my opinion. The lord of this island declared
himself a Christian, and not being satisfied with
his own conversion to the new faith, ordered
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each and every subject of his to do the same.
But when, in spite of all this, he discovered that
the wealth-bringing galleons of the Portuguese
did not come to the ports of his fief, he again
reverted to his old heathen faith, and made his
obedient vassals re-adopt Buddhism ; and at the
same time also ordered the expulsion of the
missionaries from his domain.

But these were only petty incidents in the
rapid, and more or less, triumphant march of
Christianity in the early days of its propagation
in Japan. The missionaries, writing in the year
1582 to the head of their order in Rome, that is
to say, 83 years after the landing of St. Xavier,
were able to declare that they had succeeded in
converting no less than 150,000 inhabitants to
Christianity.

But the method that the missionaries adopt-
ed to gain converts to their faith, though suc-
cessful in the beginning, turned out, later on,
to be the main cause of their complete ruin.
They followed the Machiavellian policy of mak-
ing the Portuguese merchants go to the ports of
only those ochiefs who declared themselves in
favour of Christianity, and thus took full advant-
age of that weakness for wealth which in those
days characterised some of the poverty-stricken
petty chiefs of Japan, to whom wealth meant
success in the civil wars then 80 common in the
land. Bome of these unfortunate dupes, such
as Liord Otomo of Bungo, professed Christianity
with such furore, that in the words of a Christian
writer, ‘‘he went to the chase of the bonzes
(Buddhist priests) as to that of wild beasts, and
made it his singular pleasure to exterminate
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them from his states.”

The Jesuits also utilized the factional poli-
tics then disturbing the country, and one of
them has graphically described how in 1578,
after the victory of a pro-Christian feudal chief
over his enemy, the Jesuits went round ocausing
the churches of the Gentiles, with their idols, to
be thrown to the ground, while three Japanese
Christians went preaching the law of God every-
where. The pro-Christian chief concerned in this
episode was Sumitada, who, thanks to the trade
that his oconversion brought to him, soon
became the richest feudatory in the important
island of Kiushiu.

These experiences of religious persecution
were quite new in the annals of Japan, and
they compelled the conservative elements in the
nation to unite together and face the danger-
that they felt had so surreptitiously entered
their country.

But by this time Oda Nobunaga, who has
already been mentioned, had begun to make his
power felt, and, with his advent on the scene
and that of his successors, the Christian propa-
ganda in Japan enters upon a new phase, which
has to be described in greater detail.

Another thing that the Jesuits did about
this time was to induce those feudatories, who
were under their influence, to unite together
and send a small embassy to Europe. The
members of this embassy wore made to visit
such centres of Roman Catholicism as Lisbon,
Madrid, and Rome, and were received with
great pomp and honour wherever they went.
The idea under-lying this move was to let a
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number of Japanesc see with their own eyes
the material prosperity and the martial great-
ness of some of those nations that professed
the religion which the Jesuits were preaching,
for, they hoped to utilize the respect thus creat-
ed for the furtherance of their aims in Japan.
Unfortunately, I failed in my attempts to see
the reports made by these first Japanese visitors
of Europe, and my disappointment is great, for
I feel certain that in thosce reports must lic hid
vivid glimpses of a social life that now no
longer exists in Europe. They would have also
disclosed to me the intrigues in which the Euro-
pean nations indulged under the garb of Christia-
nity, as well as the effect produced on the minds
of the Japanese by the gorgeous and semi-
‘barbaric pageantry of 16th century Europe.



CHAPTER 1V

The Attitude of Oda Nobunaga and Hideyoshi
towards the Christian Missionaries

HE arrival of the Jesuits in Japan, and their
early activities, synchronize, almost exactly,
with the gradual rise to power of Nobunaga. It
was fortunate for them that, owing to political
reasons, Nobunaga had conceived a great dislike
for the Buddhist priests, who, taking advantage
of the civil wars then being fought, had converted
many of their bigger monasteries into regular
armed camps, and had even given military help to
his eneniies. Nobunaga, ashas already been stated,
had set out with the desire of subjugating all the
rebellious barons, and of creating a centralized
authority, in the hope of giving to Japan the in-
ternal peace she so urgently needed ; and with
such aims before him, it is clear he could not allow
the continuance of such centres of defiance as had
been established by the Buddhist monks.

He, therefore, seems to have adopted the plan,
generally so effective, of playing off one set of
priests against another; and it was due to this
that, hoping to find in the Jesuits a means
for the extinction of the dangerous influence of
the Buddhist priests, he welcomed them with a
cordiality, which, I am sure, they themselves



NOBUNAGA AND CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES 438

must have been the last to expect. So great, in-
deed, was the impression that Nobunaga’s kind-
ness produced on the Jesuits, that they said of
him : “ This man seems to have been chosen by
God to open and prepare the way for our faith.”

But it soon became clear that to Nobunaga
Christianity meant nothing more than a political
instrument for the carrying out of his aims, for,
when, in 1579, he found that one of the chiefs,
who had declared himself a Christian, was not
amenable to his orders, he assembled tho Jesuits
then living in the town of Kyoto, and informed
them, in unimistakable terms, that he would crush
out their religion and expel them if they failed
to make the rebellious chief more obedient.

But the marvellous spread of Christianity in
those days did not depend solely on the favour
shown to it by such men of influence and power
as Nobunaga. It should also be accounted for by
the fact that to the average Japanese, who is not
essentially a religious man, the outward appear-
ance of the new faith could not have offered that
striking contrast to his own Buddhist religion,
which, for instance, Roman Catholicism offers to
Islam. The bell of the Christians, the robes of
their priests, the burning of incense, the worship
of idols, and all the other pageantry that in
Roman Catholicism make such an overwhelming
appeal to the senses, were of very much the
same kind as those to which they were accustom-
ed in Buddhistic ceremonies. It is certain that
the majority of the Japanese, who listened to the
preaching of the Jesuit Fathers, never for a
moment realized that a new element, in many
ways in dire opposition to their previous beliefs,
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was being introduced into their country.

Moreover, the earnest zeal, the heroic for-
titude, and the perseverance dlsplayed then and
subsequently by the Jesuits, must also have
made a profound appeal to the ever courage-loving
Japanese, and this all the more so when contrast-
ed with the selfishness and the luxury that had
then crept into the ranks of their own Buddhist
priesthood.

Thus it was, that when, in 1582, the great
Nobunaga was succeeded by the still greater
Hideyoshi, the latter, too, continued to show, at
least during the first few years of his sway, the
same amiability and accessibility to the Christ-
jans. It was only when the political activities
of the missionaries roused suspicions in his mind
that Hideyoshi showed the first signs of that
uneasiness at their presence in Japan, which
was soon to develop into a persecution unparallel-
ed in the history of that country—a persecution
that must have rccalled to the minds of the
victims the sufferings of the early Christians at
the hands of the pagan Romans.
|%In the beginning, Hideyoshi not only granted
the Jesuits a piece of land for their church and
residence, but also allowed a large number of
Christian converts to occupy positions of the
highest importance in the State. Writing in tho
year 1584, in the full consciousness of this happy
and unexpected turn that their affairs had taken,
the Jesuits say: ‘ He (Ilideyoshi) is entrusting
to Christians his treasures, his secrets and for-
tresses of most importance, and shows himself
well-pleased that the sons of the great lords
about him should adopt our customs and our law.”
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A few years later, in his desire to be cordial to
the Jesuits, Hideyoshi went even to the extent
of giving them permission to preach their reli-
gion throughout the land, and of granting to
them the still greater boon of exemption from
all taxes.

But in the year 1587, when Hideyoshi had
succeeded in the complete subjugation of the
island of Kiushiu, which, being the earliest centre
of the Jesuits in Japan, had become a veritable
beehive of their converts, all these favours gave
place to that scverity which soon crushed out
Christianity almost completely from the land.

The reason for this sudden change in Hideyo-
shi’'s attitude towards Christianity is given
in a lotter by a Jesuit named Froez. Writing
in 15697, he informs us that one of Hide-
yoshi’'s officials had noticed that the missionaries
were devoting most of their efforts to the
conversion of men of noble birth, and he was
thus led to belicve that their pretext of saving
souls was merely a device for the conquest of
Japan. Froez goes on to tell us that though
this man had done his best to arouse Hideyoshi’s
suspicions, he had at first only laughed at it,
but that when, in the course of his campaigns,
Hideyoshi went to the island of Kiushiu, and
saw with his own eyes how many of the lords
with their vassals had become Christians, and
how they were bound to each other in great
concord, and were exceedingly devoted to the
Fathers, he began to recall what he had been
told against the Jesuits, and to think that the
propagation of their faith would be prejudicial to
the safety of the Empire.
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That Hideyoshi should have thought so is no
wonder; for, in the island of Kiushiu, which was
the first seat of Christianity in Japan, not only
had the temples and images of the Japanese been
destroyed on a large scale, but even the feudal
chiefs had constantly compelled their retainers to
embrace Christianity, and the people at large had
begun to look upon the Jesuits as divine beings.

These sights must have made a man like
Hideyoshi recollect how, in the days of his pre-
decessor, the Buddhist priests had all but suc-
ceeded in creating a kingdom within a kingdom,
and must have consequently made him realize
that, if his own supremacy in the land was to be
maintained unchallenged, stern measures should
at once be taken against the Jesuits, whose
influence in the country had resulted in so much
harm.

It was with this object in his mind that
Hideyoshi sent the following questions to the
leader of the missionaries :—

“Why and by what authority he and his
fellow-propagandists had constrained Japanese
subjects to become Christians ?

Why they had induced their disciples and
their sectaries to overthrow temples ?

Why they had persecuted the Buddhist
priests ?

Why they and other Portuguese ate animals
useful to men, such as oxen and cows ?

Why they allowed mcrchants of their nation
to buy Japanese to make slaves of them in the
Indies ?”

In answer to the above questions, the Jesuits in-
formed Hideyoshi that they had never themselves
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cither incited to violence or persecuted the
Buddhist priests; that as to the eating of beef,
they would give it up in future, if so ordered.
As regards the charge of buying Japanese, they
confessed that they as a body were not strong
cnough to prevent the perpetration of such out-
rages by their countrymen.

When these answers reached Hideyoshi, he
read them, and then ordered the Jesuits to leave
the country. On the very next day (26th July,
1587) he issued the following edict :—

“ Having learned from our faithful councillors
that foreign priests have come into
our cstates, where they preach a law
contrary to that of Japan, and that they
even had the audacity to destroy temples
dedicated to our Kami and Hotoke;
although the outrage merits the most
extreme punishment, wishing neverthe-
less to show them mercy, we order them
under pain of death to quit Japan with-
in twenty days. During that space no
harm» or hurt will be done to them.
But a{ the expiration of that term, we
order that if any of them be found in
our states, they should be secized and
punished as the greatest criminals. As
for the Portuguese merchants, we permit
them to enter our ports, there to contin-
ue their accustomed trade, and to
remain in our states provided our affairs
need this. But we forbid them to bring
any foreign priests into the country,
under the penalty of the confiscation of
their ships and goods.”
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The wording of the above edict makes it clear
that Hideyoshi, while anxious to banish the
Christian priests from Japan, was, nevertheless,
quite prepared to let the existing commercial rela-
tions with the Portuguese merchants continue.
If the priests had only obeyed the edict in the
gpirit of a law-abiding people, both they and Ja-
pan would have been spared the horrors that swept
over the land, as the result of their ill-judged dis-
obedience. What they, however, did was simply to
make up their minds not to quit the land. Thus,
though a few sailed away to China to carry on
their work of spreading Christianity there, the
majority re-entered the fiefs of those barons who
had turned Christian, and recommenced their
work as if no orders to the contrary had ever been
passed. '

But Hideyoshi was a great statesman; and,
in spite of this defiance of his authority, he did
not think it advisable, just then, in the material
interests of his country, to do more than demolish
the Christian places of worship.

A short time after, he even agreed to receive
a Portuguese envoy, who had been sent with the
express purpose of announcing to him the fact
that if the Christian priests were not to be
allowed to remain in Japan, the Portuguese mer-
chants too must cease to visit the ports of his
country. On being told this, Hideyoshi preferred
to agree to the presence in Japan of a limited
number of Jesuits, rather than let the lucrative
trade with Portugal be stopped.

The records show that there were in Japan, in
1595, that is to say eight years after Hideyoshi’s
edict of banishment, three hundred thousand
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Christians, of whom, no less than seventeen were
feudal chiefs. If the Jesuits had even now changed
their policy of interference in the factional
quarrels of the country, much harm would not
have been done; but, unfortunately, their zeal
for the conversion of heathens and their intoler-
ance blinded them, and they took to heart no
lesson from what had already happened.

To understand fully why these missionaries
displayed so much reckless obstinacy, it is ne-
cessary to remember that, with the founding of
the Society of Jesus by Ignatius Loyola in 15640,
the Christian world had again taken upon
its shoulders the heroic task of converting the
pagans; and the martial spirit, that in the 12th
century had made the flower of the youth of
Christendom adopt the Crusader's attire and
march into the deserts of Palestine, to crush the
Mussulmans and rescue the Holy Sepulchre, was
again revived in these Jesuits with, however, this
difference, that whereas the Crusaders had relied
for success entirely on the strength of their
arms and the thickness of their armour, the
Jesuits hoped to achieve it solely through the
strength of their character and the iron discip-
line to which they subjected themselves. They
showed, by their actions, that no danger was too
great for them, and no punishment too severe.
To those, whose hearts were aflame with the
saored desire of gaining converts to Christianity,
it was such heathen lands as India, China, and
J?pa,n that offered the best hopes of attaining
glory

But bigotry, whatever be the form it takes,
whether it be religious or political, always
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inevitably brings about its own downfall and
ruination. The early successes of the Jesuits in
Japan made the Christian priests belonging to
such other orders as the Franciscan and the
Dominican jealous. When the members of these
orders heard of the promulgation of Hideyoshi's
edict of banishment, they felt that to them also
had been offered the opportunity of undergoing
sufferings, and of showing, thereby, that their zeal
for the propagation of the Christian faith was not
less than that of the Jesuits.

Thus with a madness that we of the 20th
century find difficult to comprehend, the Spanish
monks too, of the Dominican and the Franciscan
orders, who werc already established in the
Philippines, then under the rule of Spain, threw
themselves into the arena, and commenced the
open defiance of the authorities that governed
Japan.

It was no less a person than the Spanish
governor of the Philippine Islands himself, who
adopted the extraordinarily mean trick of sending
gsome Franciscan monks as ambassadors to
Hideyoshi, and of thus obtaining his permission for
their landing in Japan. These pseudo-ambassa-
dors showed themselves guilty of a still greater
meanness. In their desire to placate Hideyoshi,
they had the baseness to swear that the Philippine
Islands would acknowledge his suzerainty. Bub
it was not long before they showed themselves
in their true colours. Soon, they began to build
churches in the land, to preach their religion, and
to perform all religious ceremonies quite openly.
They scoffed at the courage of the Jesuits, who, in
partial obedience to Hideyoshi’s edict, had taken
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to performing Mass and other ceremonies of their
religion in comparative secrecy. But Hideyoshi,
from whom nothing was hidden, allowed, with the
toleration that characterises all great statesmen,
even this state of affairs to pass unnoticed.

I am, indeed, filled with surprise when I com-
pare this religious toleration of the Japanese with
the misery that intolerance was then perpetra-
ting in Christian Europe, and great is my admi-
ration for the sanity of the Japanese, who continu-
ed to show a forbearance that Christianity was
not showing, in those days, even to its own sects.
This marvellous display of magnanimity, even
though it may be said to have been based on hopes
of material gain, is unparalleled in the history of
these days. But Nemesis was at hand, and
the religious toleration that I have described,
and which should be considercd as onc of the
most glorious episodes in the history of the
Japanese nation, gave way for a couple of
centuries to a fierce persecution of the Christian
monks.

It was in the year 1597, that a Spanish boat
was wrecked on the coast of Japan; and since
it contained rich goods, the Japanese officials
suggested to Hideyoshi the desirability of taking
possession of it, and at the same time informed
him of the open way in which the Franciscans,
who had originally come as ambassadors, had now
established themselves in the land, and were
carrying on their religious propaganda in com-
plete opposition to his orders. The name of this
boat was San Felipe. Orders were at once
issued for the arrest of the Franciscans and for
the confiscation of the boat. The captain tried
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to frighten the Japanese officers by showing them
the vast possessions of Spain on a map of
the world. When asked to explain how a small
country like Spain had succeeded in bringing into
her possession such vast territories, the captain
had the misfortune to reply: “Our kings begin
by sending into the countries they wish to conquer
missionaries who induce the people to embrace
our religion, and when they have made consider-
able progress, troops are sent who combine with
the new Christians, and then our kings have
not much trouble in accomplishing the rest.”

Such frankness, though perhaps morally
praiseworthy, nevertheless, brought great misfor-
tune to Christianity. It opened the eyes of the
Japanese to the great danger with which they
had allowed themselves to be surrounded, and at
once revived all their semi-dormant suspicions.
It also gave them a legitimate cause for the total
suppression of Christianity and Christian activi-
ties in their country, without making them feel
that they were doing anything that was not
merited.

The fury of Hideyoshi, when the captain’s
explanation was reported to him, knew no
bounds. Orders were at once given that the
noses and ears of the Franciscans should be cut
off, and that they should be marched through the
streets of the Imperial town of Kyoto and then
crucified. Thus was begun the first execution
of Christiansin Japan. To the nation Hideyoshi
announced his reasons for this act in the
following words: ¢ I have ordered these foreign-
ers to be treated thus, because they have come
from the Philippines to Japan, calling themselves
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ambassadors, although they were not so0;
because they have remained here far too long
without my permission; because, in defiance of
my prohibition, they have built churches,
preached their religion and caused disorders.”

But so great was the desire of the Christian
priests to enter the gates of paradise through
martyrdom, that they still refused to leave the
shores of Japan. Six Franciscans, three Japan-
ese Jesuits, and seventeen native Christians
were al once executed ; and they laid down their
lives with remarkable fortitude. But the great
majority succeeded in hiding in the interior with
their friends, and hoped for the storm to again
blow over. For this reason, early in 1598,
Hideyoshi ordered that more drastic steps
should be taken for their complete expulgion. In
obedience to these orders, most of the churches
were rased to the ground, and the governor
of Nagasaki assembled, preparatory to deporting
them, all the priests on whom he could lay
his hands. But before anything more could be
done, news was received that Hideyoshi was
dead. The joy of the Jesuits, at this unexpected
deliverance, can be better imagined than described,
and fervent indeed were the prayers they offered
to the Lord for such a timely manifestation of
divine meroy.



CHAPTER V

Expulsion of Ghristian Missions— Policy of
Seclusion

WITH Hideyoshi no more, Iyeyasu became the
gole wielder of real authority in Japan. The
first few years of this great administrator, how-
ever, were spent in trying to overcome the resis-
tance offered to him by the partisans of Hide-
yoshi’s son. But statesmanship and strategy,
in both of which he was a past-master, finally
enabled Iyeyasu to defeat the combined forces of
his enemies in the decisive battle of Sekigahara,
which was fought on the 218t of October, 1600.

This battle, which, in the words of an English
histiorian of Japan, should be counted as one of
the decisive battles of the world, not only put an
almost complete end to the internecine civil wars
of Japan, but also made it possible for Iyeyasu to
lay the foundations of that Shogunate, which
oontinued unchallenged in his family till the Rest-
oration of the Emperor in 1868.

For me the doings and career of Tokugawa
Iyeyasu have a personal interest, for it was at
the hands of one of his descendants—Yorisada
Tokugawa, the only son of the present Marquis
Tokugawa—that I received great kindness during
my stay in Japan. Indeed, it was largely due to
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the interest that he took in the investigations on
which I was engaged, and the influence that he
brought to bear on my behalf, that I was received
by some of the most important personages in
Japan with a cordiality and friendliness which,
I have been assured by innumerable foreigners,
had been denied to them.

In 1603, when Iyeyasu had overcome all his
serious enemies, the Emperor formally conferred
upon him the title of Shogun, and though,
in order to have a freer hand in guiding the poli-
tics of the country, he abdicated the post in 1605,
in favour of his son Hidetada, he still continued
to be the real ruler of Japan,

In dealing with the Christians, just as Oda
Nobunaga had attempted to play off the Jesuits
against the Buddhist priests,to destroy the influ-
ence of the latter, so did Iyeyasu try to play off
the Spanish monks of the Franciscan order
against the Jesuits. It was for this reason that
he began by showing unexpected kindness to
the Spanish monks, who, but for the sudden
death of Hideyoshi, would have been already
expelled from the land.

Iyeyasu’s desire was to attract the trade of
Spain to the ports of Japan, and this ambition of
his would have been realized had the Spanish
monks taken a warning from the treatment meted
out to the Jesuits. But they adopted towards
the latter the same intolerant and aggressive
attitude that the Jesuits themselves had formerly
assumed towards the Buddhist priests, and there-
by introduced into Japan all the religious and
political rivalries of the different Christian sects
and nations then being fought out not only in
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Europe but also in other parts of the world, This
mutual intolerance and the sectarian wrangles
that it engendered not only dealt a death-blow
to the spread of Christianity in Japan in the 17th
century, but also led to the almost ocomplete
exclusion of all foreigners from that country for
nearly two centuries and a half. The history of
the next thirty-nine years is the history of the
gradual extermination of Christianity by the
Tokugawa Shoguns.

Another nation, too, now came on the scens,
which, though Christian, nevertheless, still fur-
ther hastened, by its behaviour, the suppression
of Christianity in Japan. In Europe the Duftch
had succeeded in throwing off the yoke of the
Spaniards, and were engaged in a life and death
struggle against the Catholic nations, in order to
establish and secure their own independence.
Accordingly, they made it their aim to weaken the
sources of Portuguese commerce in the East by
all the means that lay in their power. In the
year 1600, one of their vessels arrived in Japanese
waters; and when the Jesuits realized that the
boat belonged to their deadly enemies, they at
once tried their utmost to turn the Japanese
against them by declaring the Dutch to be pirates.
But Iyeyasu was too acute a man to be misled.
In the advent of the newcomers he soon discovered
another instrument for the carrying out of his
schemes,

There was, on board this Dutch ship, an Eng-
lishman, of the name of Will Adams, whose
rough and frank nature created such a favourable
impression on lyeyasu, that he not only bestowed
a small estate upon him, but also appointed him
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master ship-builder to his Government ; and it
was through him that Iyeyasu received his first
impressions of the stato of affairs in the big world
outside. Will Adam’s tomb is still to be seen in
Japan, and foreigners, especially Englishmen,
never miss an opportunity of visiting it.

With his usual cleverness, Iyeyasu at onoce
understood that the interest of Japan lay in
encouraging the rivalry of the different European
nations then begging for commercial intercourse
with her. He also noticed that both the Dutch
and the English were willing to trade for trade’s
sake alone, and that thoy did not care at all
either for the blessings of any priests or for any
religious propaganda in Japan.

Moreover, unlike Nobunaga, Iyeyasu seems to
have been a firm believer in Buddhism ; and
80, though he at first showed readiness to tolerate
Christianity, in the hopes of material gain, he
took great care not to let it be established in the
land as a creed. 'What he saw of the behaviour
of the converts did not create any respect in his
mind for Christian beliefs ; and the bitter fights
that now began to rage among the Franciscans,
the Dominicans, and the Jesuits, made him
sympathise still less with a 1ehg10n that could
give rise to such unseemly quarrels. His dislike
for Christianity became still stronger when the
Spaniards sent to him, in a spirit of bravado, the
insulting message that unless he turned out the
Dutch from Japan, Spanish battleships would
arrive and burn all the ships of Holland that
they could find in Japanese ports,

Matters were soon brought to a head by
the discovery of a forgery, which one of Iyeyasu’s
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trusted Christian officials had the temerity to
commit in order to help another Christian feudal
chief. When Iyeyasu learnt of it he at once
dismissed all those Japanese who had declared
themselves Christians ; and later on, when, in the
course of a conversation, he was informed by
Will Adams that Roman Catholic priests had
been expelled from many parts of Germany,
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Holland, and Eng-
land, be is said to have exclaimed: ‘‘If the
sovereigns of Europe do mnot tolerate these
priests, I do them no wrong if I refuse to tolerate
them. ”

What angered Iyeyasu specially was that
he saw that most of the Christian priests and
their followers were allying themselves with Hide-
yori, the son of Hideyoshi, who was now again
preparing to fight Iyeyasu. To make matters
worse, the discovery had also been made of a
conspiracy on the part of some Christians to over-
throw Iyeyasu's Government with the help of for-
eign troops.

With all these proofs before him, Iyeyasu
issued an edict on January 27, 1614 ordering
that all churches should be demolished, that
foreign priests should be removed from Japan,
and that those who had declared thomselves
Christians should be compelled to apostatize.
But in the hearts of the Christian priests neither
the zeal for their religion nor the desire for mar-
tyrdom had grown less; their old attitude of
defiance still continued. As in the days of
Hideyoshi, so now again, many of them hid
themselves, and those who had been transported
came back to renew their former activities. Bub
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this time theiwr defiance brought about their
annihilation.

Iyeyasu, who had now succeeded in crushing
out Hideyori's resistance by his capture of Osaka
castle, in 1615, in which the latter perished, re-
membered how a large number of Christian con-
verts had fought against him under banners
bearing the device of Christian saints; and he
made up his mind to no longer tolerate the pre-
sence of Christians in Japan. But while he was
considering what would be the best steps to take,
death overtook him on June 1, 1616.

The Christian priests, by their foolish attitude
of defiance and semi-political activities and
intrigues, had now made it quite clear to the
authorities that their further continuance was
dangerous for the safety of the country, There-
fore, Hidetada, the son of Iyeyasu, issued, almost
immediately, another edict ordering their expul-
sion, and forbidding the Japanese, under penalty
of being burnt alive and of having all their
property confiscated, to have any connection with
them. All the feudal chiefs, too, were inforimed
that they should no longer employ Christians in
their service, and death was prescribed for those
converts who refused to abjure their faith, The
priests were once again seized and deported, but
again a number of them roturned secretly to Japan
to carry on their work.

Incensed at this perpetual source of trouble,
the officials now beheaded two of the missionaries,
and from this time onward, there began that
bitter persecution of the Christians, which
freed Japan for a long time from their presence.
But with each increase in the severity of the
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punishment meted out to them, there took place
a corresponding increase in the fanaticism dis-
played by the Christians, who soon took to court-
ing death openly for the glory of their religion.

About this time, the Dutch, too, succeeded in
capturing a Portuguese boat on which was
found a letter in which the promise was held out
to the Japanese converts that if they revolted
against Hidetada, battleships would be sent for
their help. Finally, in 1620, the British and the
Dutch sent to Hidetada a letter wherein they
openly accused the friars of treacherous designs
against the independence of the country, and
gtated that the King of Spain was bent on
bringing Japan under his rule.

The anger against the foreigners now rose to
fever heat ; nine priests and nineteen Japanese
converts were burnt, and orders were issued that
all Spaniards should be immediately expelled
from Japan. It was also ordered that, in future,
no Japanese Christians should be allowed to go
abroad for purposes of trade, and that no one
should henceforth visit the Philippine Islands
which were then under Spanish rule.

The Japanese were now firmly convinced that
under the pretext of religion designs were being
entertained against their national independence.
Hidetada’s son, Iyemitsu, whom the former, in
imitation of his own father’s example, had raised
to the Shogunate, in his own lifetime, in1628, con-
tinued the policy of complete suppression of
Christianity. Historians have remarked that up
to the year 1635, no less than 280,000 Christians
received punishment. But so great was the
obstinacy shown by the Christians, that during
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the entire course of these persecutions, fresh
groups continued to come in large numbers to
the shores of Japan and to face death boldly.

Meanwhile, the Dutch continued playing for
their own ends, and lost no opportunity of feed-
ing the resentment of the Japanese against the
Portuguese, who were now the only rivals they
had to fear.

The intensive persecution, to which the
Christians were now being subjeoted, brought
about that most terrible episode in Japanese
history—the Christian Revolt of Shimabara.
Here, on the 27th of January, 1638, twenty
thousand men, with seventeen hundred women
and children, took refuge in a castle, and defied
the onslaughts of the forces sent against them by
the Government. The bravery with which they
fought was typical of the bravery of the heroio
age of Japan, and so fiercely was the battle con-
tested that it was only with the help of the
Dutch and their guns that the rebels could be
finally subdued. It is said that with the excep-
tion of 106 prisoners all were put to death.

Convinced that the rebellion was the work of
the Portuguese, the authorities now lost no time
in finally expelling them from Japan ; and they
also ordered that if in future any Portuguese
boat arrived, it should be at once burnt, and each
and every one on board executed.

A year before the Shimabara revolt, Iyemitsu
had already issued an edict in which he had
proclaimed that, henceforth, no Japanese vessels
should be allowed to go abroad, that no Japanese
subjects should leave the country, and that any
resident of Japan, who returned from abroad,
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should at once be executed. To make this se-
clusion of Japan more thorough, orders were also
given that no boat of occan-going size should be
built. Japan was thus sealed up, more or less
hermetically, against outside influences, for
more than two centuries.

But the Portuguese would not even now give
up the attempts to renew their former lucrative
trade with Japan. In 1640, they despatched, to
the Japanese port of Nagasaki, four aged men,
who were the most respected citizens of the
Portuguese town of Macao in China. These un-
fortunate men were sent as ambassadors, and
they brought with them rich presents as well as
a humble petition stating that since for a long
time no missionaries had been despatched from
Macao, and since the Portuguese had in no way
been the instigators of the Shimabara revolt,
trade with them should not be interrupted, both
in the interest of Japan and in that of Portugal.

The Japanese, who were now thoroughly tired
of the troubles caused by foreigners, at once
executed the four men and fifty-sevenof their com-
panions. Thirteen of the crow, who were allowed
to remain unmolested, after having been shown
the burning of their boat, were taken to the resi-
dence of the governor of Nagasaki, who gave them
the following message for their countrymen at
Macao: “Do not fail to inform the inhabitants of
Macao that the Japanese wish to receive from
them neither gold nor silver, nor any kind of pre-
sents or merchandise; in a word, absolutely nothing
which comes from them. You are witnesses that
I have caused even tho clothes of those who were
executed yesterday to be burned. IL.et them do
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the same with respect to us if they find occasion
to do 8o ; we consent to it without difficulty. Let
them think no more of us, just as if we were no
longer in the world”.  From thence these sailors
were brought to the spot where their unfortunate
companions, the envoys, had been exccuted, and
wore there shown, set up above the heads of the
victims, a tablet that gave the reasons for their
exccution, and the last words of which read as
follows: ‘ So long as the sun warms the carth,
let no Christian be 8o bold as to come to Japan,
and let all know that if King Philip himself, or
even the very God of the Christians, or the great
Shaka (Buddha) contravene this prohibition, they
shall pay for it with their heads.”



CHAPTER VI

The Era of Internal Peace during the
Tokugawa Shogunate

WlTH the Portuguese and the Spaniards ex-

pelled from Japan, the scene now opens
with the Dutch as practically the sole represen-
tatives of Europe on the stage. They were
allowed to remain in the country as a reward for
the help they had given in the suppression of the
Shimabara rebellion. The only other foreigners
to whom this concession was granted were the
Chinese, for they had taken no part in the machi-
nations of the foreign priests, and had in no way
disturbed the peace of the land.

But so incensed had the Government of the
Shogun become against Europeans, that the Dutch
too were severely warned that they would be
treated just like the Portuguese, if any religious
books or priests were ever discovered on their
boats. They were also ordered to sell their
wares within the year of their arrival in Japan,
irrespective of the condition of the prices whether
high or low.

As this order dealt a severe blow to their
trade, the Dutch Settlement in Batavia sent an
envoy to Japan to protest against it. He brought
with him a charter, which had been granted
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by the great Iyeyasu in 1609, in which he had
promised that he would maintain and defend the
Dutch as his own subjects, and that no one
would be allowed to do them any wrong. But
the only answer that the envoy received was:
“ His Majesty charges us to inform you that it is
of but slight importance to the Empire of Japan
whether foreigners come or do not come to trade.
But in consideration of the charter granted to
them by Iyeyasu, he is pleased to allow the
Hollanders to continue their operations, and to
leave them their commercial and other privileges,
on the condition that they evacuate Hirado and
establish themselves with their vessels in the port
of Nagasaki.”

In the end, as the result of the above repre-
sentation, the Dutch were given permission to
live on the small island of Deshima, the longest
face of which did not measure more than 800 yards,
and which was situated near the now world-
famous port of Nagasaki, which town, however,
they were forbidden to enter. It was also laid
down that even the dead body of a Dutchman
should not be buried in the sacred soil of Japan,
that each and every boat belonging to them should
be carefully examined, and that they should
not be allowed to celebrate any religious festivals.
The order was also given that the head of the
Dutch factory should go to the Shogun once a
year with a few of his companions, and offer
presents and do him homage.

The scene of one of these annual visits to the
Shogun’s court is described by Kaempfer, who
witnessed it in the year 1692, when he was in
the servioe of the Dutch Company. He informs

9
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us that he and his companions were made
*“ to walk, to turn about, to dance, to sing songs,
to compliment one another, to be angry, to invite
one another to dinner, to converse, to discourse in
a familiar way like father and son, to show how
two friends or man and wife compliment or take
leave of one another, to play with children, to
carry them about upon our arms, and to do many
more things of like nature. Then again we were
commanded to read and to dance, separately and
jointly. We were then further commanded to
put on our hats, and to walk about the room dis-
coursing with one another, to take off our
perukes, Then I was desired once more to come
nearer to the soreen, and to take off my peruke.
Then they made us jump, dance, play gambols,
and walk together. Then they made us kiss one
another, like man and wife, which the ladies
particularly showed by their laughter to be
well pleased with. They desired us further to
show them what sorts of compliments it was cus-
tomary in Europe to make to inferiors, to ladies,
to superiors, to princes, to kings. After which
they begged another song of me.”

With people like these ever before their eyes,
who were ready to bear, for the sake of monetary
gain, such humiliations and insults, is it any
wonder that there arosein the minds of the Japa«
nese a feeling of intense disgust with foreigners,
the more so, when in their opinion commerce of
any description whatsoever was deemed the
lowest way of earning a livelihood ?

Japan, having isolated herself from the forces
then fashioning the world outside, now fell into
a languorous sleep ; and it was not till 18563 that
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she awakened with a start only to realize that
as far as maberial civilization was conocerned
she had been left far behind most of the nations
of the West. How she made up for this lost time
and gradually rose to the position she today
occupies, it will be my task hereafter to narrate.

But before dealing with what occurred at the
gsecond arrival of foreigners, a few words seem
necessary as to the conditions, both social and
political, that developed during the two hundred
and sixteen years that elapsed between the ex-
clusion of foreigners in 1637 and the arrival of
Commodore Perry in 1853.

Under the Tokugawa Shogunate, feudalism
reached its perfoction in Japan. With the Mikado
as the pretended divine source of authority
and inspiration, the Shoguns centralized in them-
gelves all the real administrative functions of
the State. So much did they become the de facto
rulers of Japan, that it began to be generally
thought by the world outside that there were
in reality two Emperors in the country.

The elucidation of this ambiguity was made,
as will be seen later on, by one of the most bril-
liant men that Great Britain ever sent out to the
Far East—Sir Harry Parkes, who, aided by the
researches in Japanese history of that most
gifted man, Sir Ernest Satow, discovered what
was tho true historical significance of the rela-
tions that existed between the Shogunate and the
Emperor, and how it had been a mistake on the
part of the foreigners to believe that the country
possessed two rulers.

The daily life of the people in general continued,
as before, on a purely feudal basis. The country
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was parcelled out amongst a number of barons or
Daimyos, of whom about half were connected
with the Tokugawas; and the power of the Sho-
gunate became more and more consolidated and
firmly established as time went on. Society, as
a whole, was divided into four distinct classes.
First came the Daimyos, with their warriors, the
Samurai; then the peasants; then the artisans; and
last of all, the trades people. Higher than all
these ranked the Emperor and the Kuge or Court
Nobles; and outside the pale of society were
certain low olasses corresponding to our pariahs,
and known in Japan as ‘eta.’

It was during the practically undisturbed
peace which the gountry enjoyed for two hundred
and sixty five years under the Tokugawa Shogu-
nate, that there developed in the national life of
the people that love for art and other forms of
refinement, which has made Japan a land of so
much charm. The training, too, of the Samurai
was perfected during this period, and so high
was the place accorded to these warriors, that it
was laid down by the great Iyeyasu himself, that
the Samurai were the lords of the four classes:
“ Farmers, artisans and merchants may not be-
have in a rude manner towards the Samurai, and a
Samurai is not to be interfered with in cutting
down a fellow who has behaved to him in a man-
ner other than is expected.”

It will have been remarked that the traders
were allotted the lowest position in the social
soale; and it is largely due to this fact, that
even today, the reputation of the Japanese mer-
ohant, brought up as he has been on not very
honourable traditions, is by no means enviable.



THE ERA OF INTERNAL PHACE 69

Indeed, one of the problems with which the pre-
sent Government is faced is how to improve the
international reputation of the traders. Mis-
sions have been sent to foreign countries in order
to remove the bad impression created abroad by
the immoral way in which the merchants of
Japan have tried to ocheat the foreign markets ;
and attempts are being made to induce men of
the better classes to take to trade, so as to make
the ethics of commerce in Japan as high as those
of the nations of Europe. It will be no exag-
geration to say that the worst enemies of Japan
today are her own merchants. But the fact that
this has now been fully realized by the authorities
gives us hopes of an early improvement in the
methods pursued by them.

The system of QGovernment established in
Japan by the Tokugawa Shoguns was a compli-
cated one, and though the space at my disposal
does not allow me to deal with it at any length,
yet a brief description of some of its important
oharacteristics will not, I venture to hope, be
found uninteresting.

To begin with, of the great Iyeyasu himself
we possess & very fine psychological picture in
the so-called Maxims that he has left to us;
and I quotie some of them below as showing the
workings of the mind of a man who not only
played a very important rdle in the history of
Japan, but was also the founder of that sys-
tem of Government which remained in force till
the final arrival of foreigners. They also show
how deeply Iyeyasu was influenced by Confucian
philosophy, which, indeed, owed its revival in
Japan to his personal efforts : “ Life is like unto
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a long journey with a heavy load. TLet thysteps
be slow and steady, that thou stumble not.
Persuade thyself that privations are the natural
lot of mortals, and there will be no room for dis-
content, neither for despair. When ambitious
desires arise in thy heart, recall the days of
extremity thou hast passed through. Forbear-
ance is the root of quietness and assurance for
ever. Look upon wrath as thy enemy. 1f thou
knowest only what it is to conquer, and knowest
not what it is to be defeated, woe unto thee! it
will fare ill with thee. Find fault with thyself
rather than with others. Better the less than
the more.”

When Iyeyasu became Shogun in 1603, he
made Yedo—the present Tokyo —his capital. I
was his aim to be as far away as possible from the
languorous and effeminate atmosphere of the Im-
perial Court at Kyoto, but at the same time to
keep the strictest watch not only on all that
happened at the Imperial Court, but also on each
and every feudal lord in the country. To carry
out this intensive supervision properly, an elabo-
rate but efficient system of espionage was estab-
lished, and roads were built which connectied the
Shogun’s capital with the different parts of the
country. The actual work of administration was
carried on by means of a series of Boards, the
organization of which it is not necessary for me
to detail here,

The first problem that Iyeyasu had to solve
was that of the consolidation of his own power as
the Shogun ; and to achieve this object he found
it necessary to bring the Daimyos under as direct
a control as possible. There were more than 270
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Daimyos in Japan at the time, and Iyeyasu
classified them as follows: (1) those who were
related to him, (2) those who held their lands as
fiefs from him, and (8) those who had been
brought into subjection by him. The last-named
were the most numerous ; and to prevent them
from combining against him, Iyeyasu adopted
the same plan as the one which William the
Conqueror had to adopt in England—that of
redistributing the fiefs in such a way that those
related to him should hold the most important
districts, and those coming under the second class
should be scattered amongst the possessions of
the recently subjugated Daimyos on whose
loyalty full reliance could not be placed.

It was largely due to this clever policy
of counterbalancing conflicting interests that
Iyeyasu and his successors were enabled to give
to Japan that long era of comparative peace, which
she so grievously needed after the devastation
caused by the bloody civil wars of the fifteenth and
the sixteenth centuries.

How extremely difficult the task of establishing
a centralized authority must have been, can be
understood from the fact that in reality each
Daimyo was like a petty king, who passed his days
in his castle surrounded by his retainers, and
each fief followed its own laws and customs. All
the land, together with all the towns in Japan,
belonged either to the Shogun or the Daimyos,
and the chief source of revenue was the rent paid
by the peasants and the tribute levied on their
products by their lords. The common people,
though actually neither bondsmen nor serfs, were
allowed hardly any privileges or liberty.
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To bring these semi-independent Daimyos
under stricter control, the Shogunate, later on,
passed the order that their wives and families
must live in Yedo permanently, and that they, tioo,
should spend every other year there with a fixed
number of their retainers. In enacting this law,
the authorities aimed both at impoverishing
the Daimyos, by the expenses which their
journeys to and from Yedo entailed, and at having
their families near at hand as hostages, so as to
make it impossible for them to raise their heads
with impunity against the Shogun’s Government.
So carefully were they guarded, that no marriages
were allowed to take place, without the Shogun’s
permission, between the members of the families
of the Court Nobles and those of the Daimyos ;
nor could any Daimyo enter the Imperial town of
Kyoto, where the Emperor resided, without obtain-
ing a similar permission.

These periodical journeys of the Daimyos
from their distant fiefs to Yedo form a favourite
subject in the works of the painters of the day ;
and numerous are the paintings that depict
these scenes so difficult for us to visualise in the
prosaic world in which we now live.

Carried, as these feudal lords were, in gaily
lacquered palanquins, with their retainers follow-
ing them through green fields and picturesque
mountain villages with all their coloured banners
flying in the air, the sight that met the eyes of
the ordinary traveller in those days must indeed
have been a gorgeous one. When the advance
guard of a Daimyo appeared, all the common
people had to kneel on the ground, and to remain
bowed with uncovered heads till the great man
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had passed. The slightest breach of this rule
resulted in immediate death at the hands of the
faithful Samurai retainers—a death recognized
in those days by the people themselves as justly
deserved.

As for the Samurai, they were allowed the
privilege, so highly prized by them, of wearing
two swords. They spent the greater part of
their time in those military exercises which
have given to the Japancse of the better classes
such an admirable physique., To the code of
honour, which they followed, was given the name
of ‘ Bushido,’ or, ‘The Way of the Warriors’. Ac-
cording to it, they had to yield unquestioning
obedience to their feudal lords, even on occasions
when obedience meant death; birth was to be
esteemed more highly than money ; and the com-
plete mastery of all emotions was to be practised
constantly.

While in the service of their feudal lord, the
Samurai deemed themselves the guardians of
the honour of their master. Their children were
brought up on the tales of the great deeds of their
ancestors, and, on dark nights, were even tiaken
to such dreary spots as places of execution and
graveyards, so as to strengthen their minds and
make them fearless. They were also taught, even
when still quite young, that to honour and obey
their parents was the highest duty of warriors,
and that whenever a fight had to be fought, a
warrior was always to champion the cause of only
that party on whose side he in his heart of hearts
believed that right lay. To overcome a younger
man or a weaker one was deemed a disgrace.
The essence of the etiquette that they were

10
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taught to follow was contained in the precept :
“You must learn to demean yourself in such a
way that the roughest rascal would not dare to
attack your person even if you sit still.”

Since it was recognised that to carry out any
order of his lord which was against his own con-
science was wrong for a warrior, it frequently
happened, that whenever a Samurai’'s loyalty to
his master came into conflict with his con-
science, he committed suicide. Thus, living as
the Samurai did, ever on the very brink of death,
the Daimyos had to be very careful in their
dealings with them. They knew that a word
carelessly uttered, or an act hastily done, might
lead a faithful retainer to lay down his life, and
such waste was to be avoided, not only because
the Samurai were men in whose hands lay the
safety of the fief, but also because they were
warriors whose martial exploits brought glory
and fame to the masters they served.



CHAPTER VII
The Acquisition of Western Knowledge

ESIDES the state of society just described,
there were, in the latter half of the eighteenth
century, also other influences at work, which were
slowly turning the minds of the people towards an
altered conception of their environment—influen-
ces which, though imperceptible at the time,
nevertheless, afford us the first glimpse of the
forces that played such a big part in the modern-
ization of Japan, and, consequently, prepared
the way for the reception of those new ideas
without which she could have neither preserved
her independence nor attained to her present
position of strength.

It has already been shown how, owing to the
intrigues of the Christian missionaries in Japan,
the Tokugawa Shogunate had been compelled to
seal the country against foreign influences, and
also how, from 1637 onward, the Chinese and
the Dutch were the only two foreign nations to
whom had been granted the privilege of being
permitted to remain as traders in the land.

But though all the Dutech had been placed in
a state of almost complete segregation on the
small island of Deshima, yet the mere fact that
they were allowed to remain on the soil of Japan
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and to come into ocontact with the Japanese
created situations that compelled the latter, in
spite of the prohibition of the authorities, to try
and understand the culture of these ‘ barbarians.’

The life led by the Dutch in their small
settlement continued to offer, for a long time, to
the observant amongst the Japanese, their only
glimpse of the world beyond Japan. But gradu-
ally, there came into existence, in the neighbour-
ing town of Nagasaki, a body of men, who, in
the course of business relations with the Dutch,
learned enough of their ordinary language to be
able to speak 1t. In the reign of the 8th Tokugawa
Shogun, Yoshimune (1716-1745), they sent a
humble petition to the Government imploring it
to allow them to study the written language as
well, which till then had been forbidden under
pain of death ; and it was fortunate, for the future
of Japan, that the permission so earnestly solicited
was granted.

The zeal that these men putinto their work
was indeed remarkable. They at onoe borrowed
dictionaries from a Dutchman, and in the shortest
time possible, copied three of them. One of the
men, named Nishi, even attempted the compila-
tion of a small dictionary for the use of his
countrymen, but, unfortunately, died before
completing it. Another of these enthusiasts,
whose name was Yoshio, mastered enough Duvtch
to become a proficient surgeon by reading
Blenck’s work, which he also taught to more than
six hundred of his countrymen ; and a third man,
named Noro, who was a physician by profession,
aotually succeeded in translating a book on
botany, which was the first book on any Western
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science to be translated into the Japanese langu-
age.

gTo show how great was the ignorance of the
Japanese, even as late as the year 1771, I shall
narrate here what befell Sugita, who was physi-
cian to lord Sakai, head of the Obama clan.
Having obtained a Dutch book on anatomical
drawings, and considering it a great opportunity
for testing them, Sugita, together with a few of
his friends, went to see the body of a criminal
dissected. There, to the intense surprise of all,
they discovered that the anatomical details in the
Dutch drawings were correct, in spite of the fact
that they did not tally with what Sugita and his
friends had been taught to believe by the Chinese
books on the subject. Several times before,
Japanese doctors had attempted the disscction of a
human body, but since the internal organs were
never found to be like those described in the old
Chinese books, which were then thought to
be perfectly correct, they had como to the conclu-
sion that the internal organs of the Chinese must
be entirely different from those of other human
beings! Can anything show better than this
incident the utter dependence of Japan on
Chinese learning, or the depth of the ignorance
in which even the best educated in theland were
plunged as late as 1771?

It is the inhabitants of this very country who
have, during the last few years, astounded us
with medical discoveries of the greatest impor-
tanoe, and whose careful researches have won
them the well-deserved admiration of the entire
soientific world. Long indeed has been the road
that the scientists of Japan have had to



78 JAPAN AND ITS EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

traverse from the days of Sugita to the present
day, but they have at last earned for their coun-
try the recognition that she is second to none in
advancing science and in making discoveries
that bring untold blessings to humanity at
large.

When B8ugita saw that it was the Dutch
drawings that were correct and not the Chinese
books, he pointed to the Dutch book in his hand,
which contained the imprints of the ‘ Tafel Ana-
tomia,” and said to his friends: “If we could only
translate this ‘Tafel Anatomia’, how much bene-
fit would that bring to our art, making clear to us
every part of the human body”! This proposal
was enthusiastically received by Sugita’s friends,
and the work was undertaken the very next day.

The difficulties under which this translation
was made have been described by Professor
Ukita, and I quote him in full to show what im-
portance the Japanese attach to this episode in
the modernization of their country : “ The 4th of
March 1771 was the day on which New Japan
was born. As long as our race endures, the
resolution of these men should be remembered
with gratitude. How difficult, however, their
undertaking was may be gathered from a book
called the ¢ Beginnings of Dutch Study in Japan,’
which may be said to be the autobiography of
Gempaku Sugita, One passage runs thus: * When
we gathered together the following day af
Maeno’s house and faced the * Tafel Anatomia,”
we felt as if we had launched on a wide sea in a
rudderless boat. We were at a loss how to steer
our course, and remained dumbfounded. The
difficulty was enormous. For instance, in reading
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such an easy sentence as ‘‘The eyebrow is
the arch of hair over the eye”, a long spring
day’s labour barely enabled us to understand even
a word of the line. There was no complete
word-book (dictionary) then ; we had only a small
one which Maeno had brought from Nagasaki, =
* * » We believed,
however, in the saying, ‘ To do belongs to mam,
to accomplish, to Heaven,” and we met regularly,
and assiduously faced our task. Light is sure to
come to those that seek it, and after a year or so
had passed we greatly increased our vocabulary,
and naturally came to know something of West-
ern life also, We acquired ease in reading,
and could translate more than ten lines a day
where the matter was not too difficult. Of course
we never lost the chance of asking the help of
the Dutch interpreters when they came to Yedo
every spring. We had dissections, too, once in a
while, and often cut up animals to compare them
with our text. Thus two or three years were
spent. We had come gradually to taste the
sweets of the study, so that the regular days for
meeting were awaited with as much eagerness
and impatience as a child feels on the approach of
afestival day.” = = « Sugita especially took
pains to put down what he had read immediately,
and improving the style of translation rewrote
the whole eleven times in the course of four
yehrs and finished at last the publication of the
‘ New Treatise on Anatomy.’ These men now
became a centre for the study of the Dutch
language.”
Later on, in the year 1788, a Japanese, named
Otsuki, published two volumes of what he called
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the * First Book in Dutch,” and this publication
encouraged many of his countrymen to begin the
study of the Dutch language.

But the time had now come when foreign
nations, dissatisfied with the policy of complete
seclusion that Japan was following, began to
press her toopen her ports to their ships. In
1804 the Russians sent an envoy to seek permis-
sion to trade with her, but meeting with no
success, and getting incensed at their failure, they,
three years later, pillaged the island of Yezo. In
1808, an English ship, too, forced its way into
the harbour of Nagasaki.

These incidents disturbed the complacency of
the Shogunate, and obliged them to take steps
to try and understand the danger that they now
felt was threatening the country from all sides.
Consequently, they ordered Otsuki to obtain for
them from Dutch sources all the information
that he could about foreign countries. This
Otsuki did, and published the information thus
collected in two books which he named ‘ Hokuhen
Tanji' (Things Northern) and °‘Bashin Hiko’
(Private Opinions).

In 1811, the Shogunate went a step further,
and opened a Translation Bureau where it ap-
pointed Otsuki to translate Dutch books. This
was the first instance of the appointment of a
scholar of Western learning as an official by the
Shogunate. \

Meanwhile, there were others, too, who were
doing the same kind of work. Genshin Udagawa,
who had learned Dutch from Otsuki, translated
many books on anatomy, and published them in
30 volumes. These were subsequently abridged
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by him into what he called a “ Handbook of
Medical Science,” the publication of which
aroused still further the interest of the whole
country in the study of the Dutch language.

The desire to fathom the vast ocean of
Western learning now spread rapidly. In 1826,
Aochi wrotie his * Aerial Phenomena,” and thus
introduced the study of physics; in 1839 was
published a book called ‘ Elementary Chemistry’’;
in 1847 Saburo Fujii wrote the first book dealing
with the study of the English language ; and about
1850 Murakami succceded in studying French by
himself, and even began to teach it to others.

But all that has hitherto been described was
the result of individual labour. The Shogunatc
still continued more or less rigid in the attitude
it had adopted, and did not look with any
great favour on a wholesale importation of
foreign knowledge. As late as 1848, the Shogun
prohibited the study of Dutch medical science,
with the exception, however, of surgery, for ho
was made to believe, by the physicians brought up
on the Chinese system, that, owing to the consti-
tutional differences that existed between the
foreigners and the Japanese, any one allowed to
practise medicine in accordance with the Europ-
ean system would be sure to ruin the entire
physique of the nation! This attempt of the old-
fashioned Chinese physicians to protect them-
selves against the ruthless onslaughts of men
Tmbued with the spirit of Western science, was
successful for several years; and during this
period much of the work of imparting Western
knowledge had to be conducted in great secrecy.
To disouss it openly would have meant courting

1
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the severest punishment.

It was only when the Shogunate had been
forced to conolude that it could no longer with-
stand the demand of the foreign nations to
open up Japan, that it established under its
@gis what came to be known as the * Institute
for the Study of Foreign Books.” In 1857 some
doctors, who were practising Western medicine,
opened a little place in Yedo, where they fre-
quently met for discussions, and also carried out
vaccination against small-pox. In 1860 this too
was madea Government institution, and given
the name of “ Western Medical Institute.”

It will be thus seen that it was the medical
science of the West that first influenced Japan
in favour of modernization, and gave the people
that faith in Western scientific methods, which
is, even to-day, being combated by us Indians
in certain parts of the country. It is a humilia-
ting confession to have to make that, whereas in
Japan it was the people themselves who first
pressed the acceptance of Western sanitation and
science on their Government, in India the same
had to be forced upon the people by the foreign Go-
vernment in whose hands to-day lie the destinies
of our country. Another fact worthy of note is
that, whereas in Japan, from the very beginning,
men did all that lay in their power to hand on to
their countrymen the learning that they had
themselves acquired in foreign countries, we
created a kind of monopoly by adopting the
selfish policy of reserving for ourselves what we
had learnt of Western knowledge. In other
words, while in Japan those educated in Western
countries felt very keenly the ignorance of the



ACQUISITION OF WESTERN KNOWLEDGE 88

old-fashioned amongst their countrymen, and
tried to dispel it as soon as possible, in India,
those of wus, who had the good fortune to have
received a European education, held ourselves
aloof from the old-fashioned people, and, indeed,
sometimes even despised them as ignorant beings
of whom it was not neccssary to take any notice,

It is only now, thanks to the far-sighted
policy of His Exalted Highness the Nizam of
Hyderabad, that, by the foundation of the Osmania
University, where all instruction has to be impart-
ed in the Urdu language, that step has at last
been taken in India, which was taken in Japan
as carly as the second half of the 18th century.
Had the hope been fulfilled, which was so confi-
dently expressed in the Despa,tch from the Court
of Directors of the East India Company to the
Governor-General in India, on the education of the
people of India, dated the 19th July 1854, that:
“ the vernacular literatures of India will be gradu-
ally enriched by translations of European books
or by the original compositions of men whose
minds have been imbued with the spirit of Euro-
pean advancement, so that European knowledge
may gradually be placed in this manner within
the reach of all classes of the people........ 1
feel convinced that the cultural position of India
in every realm of human intellectual activity
would not have been as low as it is to-day.

My observation, limited though it is, of the
intellectual life of the Japanese nation as a whole,
and the study of her past history, have created
in my mind the hope-giving belief that we
Indians, as far as intellectual attainments are
concerned, are certainly superior to them; what
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we, however, do lack are facilities for the
proper development and training of what may
be called our national genius. But I also feel
that so long as modern thought and modern
science, on which alone can be based, with any
certainty, the material progress of a nation, are
allowed to remain, as they are to-day in India,
locked up in a foreign language, progressive ideas
can never spread with that speed which the pre-
sent economic position of India and her competi-
tion with the other nations of the world demand.



CHAPTER VIII
The Greatest of the Early Educationists of Japan

Op all the early educationists of Japan, no

name deserves a higher place or greater
honour than that of the late Fukuzawa. It was
this great man who founded the Keio University,
and who led that small band of men whose hearts
were filled with the sacred desire of raising
their nation to the cultural and educational level
of the most progressive peoples of the world.
His labours in the cause of education and his
remarkable personality have been very import-
ant factors in the crcation of Modern Japan, and
his memory will ever continue to be held in the
greatest veneration and affection by the Japan-
ese, A brief survey of the life of such a man, and
of the ideals that he placed before his nation, is
not without interest for us, Indians, and will not
be out of place in this report.

Yukichi Fukuzawa was born in 1835, of very
poor Samurai parents, and was left an orphan at
a very oarly age. In his desire to lead a life
of independence, he travelled to Nagasaki, where
he began the study of the Dutch language. Though
compelled to live in extreme poverty, he managed
to learn cnough Dutch to be able to teach it to
his countrymen when he came to Yedo in 1858,
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By this time the port of Yokohama, too, had
already been opened to foreign trade, and Fuku-
zawa, who visited it, soon saw, to his great sur-
prise, that amongst the Kuropean languages
English occupied a more important place than
the one he had so laboriously studied. But not
allowing himself to be discouraged by this dis-
covery, he at once made up his mind to acquire
the new language also, and though he had only
a Dutich-English dictionary to help him, he
worked so hard at it that in a short time he
learned how to read English fairly well.

In 1860 a mission was despatched to America
by the Shogun’s Government, and Fukuzawa, as
one of the very few Japanese then conversant
with any foreign language, was asked to join
the party. A couple of years later, he again accom-
panied another envoy, but this time it was to
Europe. The result of these visits to foreign
countries was the publication by him, in 1866,
of a book entitled * Seiyo Jijo,” in which he ex-
plained for the benefit of his countrymen the
real state of Western civilization and the gene-
ral condition of the outside world.

Fukuzawa’'s anxiety for the advancement of
Japan, along the lines of those Western countries
which he had seen with his own eyes, now bocame
very great; and he lost no time in founding
a private school of his own, which should be
reckoned as the oldest of the modern schools
in Japan. It made rapid progress, and by 1890,
developed into what is known to the world to-day
as the Keiogijuku University. So sincere was
Fukuzawa’s devotion to the cause of education,
and so great his belief in the students of his
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school, that it was a favourite saying of his that
as long as his school existed Japan was entitled
to the name of a civilized nation.

The aims that Fukuzawa set before himself
were two—to educate as many young men as he
could through his school, and to guide the public
through his writings, How deeply he must have
influenced the thought of his contemporaries
can be seen from the fact that no less than
8,400,000 copies were sold of one of his books,
which he named the ‘‘Inducement to Study.”
The very first sentence in this book reads:
‘““ Heaven does not create men over men or men
under men ;’ and this, indeed, was the doctrine
of equality preached by Fukuzawa throughout his
life. Later on, in 1882, besides his literary and
educational work, he undertook the publication
of a daily paper also, which he called the * Jiji "
(Times), and which helped him still further to
mould the economic life of his country and to
offer new ideals for the consideration of his
countrymen.

Teaching, as the Keio University does, the
spirit of independence and self-respect so earn-
estly preached by its founder, the majority of its
graduates prefer to seek a carcer in the business
world rather than in Government service. There
are, on its rolls to-day, about 8,000 students, and
quite recently, it had the honour of receiving the
munificent donation of 80,000 yens (about
Rs. 46,000) from the private purse of the Emper-
or to enable it to improve its Medical Depart-
ment. The first private donation was made by
the Emperor as early as 1900, when he granted
50,000 yens (about Rs. 75,000) to Fukuzawa in
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person, in recognition of his work, which sum
the latter, however, at once transferred to the
University coffers.

Another great work done by Fukuzawa was
the introduction of public speaking in Japan,
and this in spite of the fact that a number of his
learned contemporaries maintained that the nature
of the Japanese language was not suitable for it.
Alone, he took on his shoulders the complicated
task of coining the equivalents of English techni-
cal and political terms, and so well did he per-
form the work that people soon lost their former
fear as to the fitness of the Japanese language for
use as & medium for the conveyance of modern
thought and scientific knowledge.

In his written works, which number fifty,
Fukuzawa used the easiest words ; he endeavour-
ed to write them so clearly that ‘ not only every
uneducated tradesman and peasant should under-
stand him perfectly, but that even a servant-
girl fresh from the country, chancing to hear a
passage read aloud by some one on the other side
of a screen, should carry away a good general
notion of the sense’. Fukuzawa died in 1901,
and his funeral was followed by 20,000 men who,
with the rest of Japan, mourned the death of this
truly great man.

I shall always consider it a great good for-
tune that during my stay in Japan I had the
pleasure of meeting Mr. Kamada, who was then
carrying on Fukuzawa’s work as President of the
Keio University and is to-day occupying the very
responsible post of Minister of Education in the
present Cabinet. The veneration with which
His Excellency spoke to me of the work of
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his master, the late Fukuzawa, made a deep
impression on my mind, and the kindness with
which he personally took me to the different De-
partments of the University, over which he at the
time presided, will ever remain a most pleasant
memory with me, I am here tempted to make
the remark that the nature of the work done in
Japan by Fukuzawa was cxactly the same as
that which was being done in India, about the
same time, by the late Sir Syed Ahmed Khan at
Aligarh. Both these men devoted their energies
to opening the eyes of their countrymen to the
marvellous progress made by Europe, and to try-
ing to make them realize that their entire future
depended on their modernising themselves as
rapidly as possible. But, whereas, the move-
ments started by Fukuzawa went on gaining
more strength year after year, owing to the
greater virility of the Japancse nation and the
absence of disunion amongst them, in India, the
movement begun by the late Sir Syed Ahmed
gradually weakened as the result of the mutual
wrangles, so frequent in our communal life, and
on account of the absence of forcible personali-
ties to carry on the 