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FOREWORD

Cardinal Newman has pointed out in his essay on
literature how difficult it is to render the thoughts of an
author into a foreign language. He has pointed out that the
style is the man, and that each writer makes use of the
current language to imprint upon it the stamp of his
personality. To translate the works of an author into a
foreign language rcquires not only a complete mastery of
the two languages concerned, but also a mind acute and
subtle, which is capable of comprehending delicate shades
of thought, of making them one’s own, as it were, by a
community of interest; and of reproducing it into one’s own
native idiom, The gifted translator must have a mind
which is at once receptive and creative.

Sri C. Mahadevappa is one of those rare persons who
have this two-fold capacity. He has brought to the task
of translating Shelley’s Defence of Poetry a rare com.
bination of energy, industry and intellectual honesty. He
has given us a translation which is at once forceful, scho-
larly and true to the spirit of the original.

Two hundred years ago when English education was
introduced into India, it was the dream of Lord Macaulay
that the English-educated Indian would act as a filter
through whom English culture would permeate India, That
dream has remained largely unfulfilled. It were well if
more people would follow the lead of Sri C. Mahadevappa
and give to the Indian reading public the best that has
been thought and said in the English language,

KALADY V. A. THIAGARAJAN
September, 1954 Professor of English, Sri Shankara College
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Opinion on ¢ Bhavachintaratna’ edited
by C. Mahadevappa

I am fascinated by the introduction to the work. To
find out the sources of the story the way in which you have
brought together all the information in Tamil and Telugu
is praiseworthy. It is in the right direction that you have
proceeded.  Further digging may reveal some streaks of
gold, I can say with confidence that here you have broken
new ground and achieved something more than that of other
previous workers in the field. One step further is all that
can be expected of Scholarship. The introduction stimulates
further activities in the field. ... ..... It also gives rise to
some controversies and is provoking,

I must Congratulate you on the sobriety and moderate-
ness displayed in the aesthetic appraisal of the work. With-
out going into the extremes of overpraise or underesti-
mation, you have with considerable discrimination, given a
just verdict on the work. ...... ......] venture to say that
you have kept yourself frec from too much of either and
given a fair deal to the poet.!

The glossary and notes are cvidences of the enormous
labour you have done with love. My special Congratulation
to you for this. ........ On the whole I feel that you have
done a very good job in producing this abridged version
of the work. It is illuminating and instructive.

D. L. Narasimhachar



Review in The Hindu on
‘ College Translation ’

This book is designed for the use of students in colleges
and consists of English prose, selected from a varied bod;
of writers, both Indian and English, The passages are set
as exercises in translation and the writers range from Dr.
Johnson to G. K. Chesterson, Sir James Jeans and Aldous
Huxley among the English and Swami Vivekananda to Nehru,
Krishna Hutheesingh and Radhakrichnan among the Indians.
There is thus almost infinite variety in subject-matter as
well as in style and vocabulary. The author has shown
considerable care and taste in the choice of the pieces pre-
sented and in departing, as he does, from the monotonous
and conventional prescription of tiresome profundities and
pendantries from the eighteenth century classics of English
prose, he has shown commendable enterprise and, may we
say, a grasp of the real problem to be faced in attempting
to teach the art of translation in college classes,

S.R.

1 have recommended it to my students,
—Prof. K. G. KUNDANGAR,
R.P.D., College Belgaum.

It contains useful suggestions for translating English
passages into Kannada. I am sure it will be popular

among students,
—P, G. HALAKATTI,

Bijapur.
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