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THE ESSENCE OF THE PHILOSOPHY
OF VASISTHA

The Hollowness of the World :—

Life is fast fleeting; death is awfully cruel ;
youth is cxtremely evanescent. Childhood
is given to ignorance (1). Iverything is under
the sway of death and decay ; all relations are
chains of bondage; enjoyments are our fatal
diseases ; and desires arc tantalizing mirages (2).
Our own senses are our enemies. What is at
some time believed to be true soon turns out
to be otherwise. The Self kills itself ; the mind
is its own adversary (3). All things come into
existence only to disappear. Desire is a chain
that binds us to the world. All creatures are,
as it were, being carried away, but none knows
where (4). All human beings areself-deluded to be
entrapped into the snares of desires and thereby
afflicted with the troubles of birth and death,
like deer in a forest (56). Is there any view which
is free from error; any place where there is no
suffering ; any creation which is not transitory ;
and any transaction which is free from
deception ? (6).
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The Quest :—

Hence, is there any better stato of existence,
which may be free from suffering, ignorance and
grief and be full of unconditioned good (7)? What
is the method, what is the way, what is the
science, and what is the refuge to save this life
from undesirable happenings ? (8).

The Ignorant alone is Miserable :--

The stream of wordly life tlows on on
account of the follies of the ignorant. The
ignorant alone are subjeet to violent pleasures and

pains (9).

Knowledge is the only Remedy of Suffering :—
As the flames of fire do not burn a forest

which has been made wet by rain, so sorrows do

not touch the man who has got a vight vision,

who is wise, and who knows what ought to be
known (10).

The Power of Self-effort :—

There is no other way to bring about the end
of all suffering than one’s own effort (11). If any
body aspires for anything and makes an attempt
to achieve it, he shall have it, provided that
he does not retrace his steps back on his way (12).
One gets only what one has striven for ; nothing
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is ever achieved by sitting idle (13). They who
give up effort and depend on fate, are their own
enemies, and in the long run are deprived of all
their virtue, wealth and pleasures(14). Nothing is
done by fate. Fate is only an imaginary some-
thing. TFools alone imagine fate and, depending
upon if, go to destruction (15). Destiny (fate)
is nothing but what inevitably happens as the
good or bad result of our efforts already put
forth(16). There is no other destiny than our own
past efforts. Qur past actions alone constitute
our destiny (17). The past and present efforts (in
case they are in contrary directions) oppose each
other like two contesting rams ; those which have
greater force, surely, vanquish the others (18).

The Ewil of Indolence.

Had there been no evil of indolence in the
world, every body would have been rich and
learned. It is on account of indolence that the
entire earth is full of fools and poverty-stricken

people (19).

The Qualities of the aspirant :—

There are four ways of crossing over the
ocean of worldly existence, namely, Contentment,
Company of the good (wise), Thinking (Contem-
plation) and Tranquillity (20).
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Experience is the only Source of Knowledge :—

There is only one source of knowledge
(pramana), viz., Pratyaksha (Direct Experi-
ence), which is the ground and source of all other
pramanas (sources of knowledge), as the ocean
is the ultimate source of all waters (21). Inference
and Scriptures, efc. cannot show us the Self. It
is in Intuition alone that It is cxperienced, always,
wholly, and in all its aspects (22).

Knowledge presupposes Unity of Subject and
Object :—

There cannot be any relation possible between
things absolutely different in nature ; and there
cannot be an experience of one by another
without there being a relation between the two(23).

Tdentity between the Subject and the Object :—

Had there been no identity between the
subject and the object in their consciousness-
aspect, the subject would have remained ignorant
of the object, as a stone remains unconscious of
the taste of a sugar cane (24).

The World as Imagination:—

All the three worlds are constructed by the
mind with thought alone. Consciousness manifests
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everything in the form of imaginary creation
within itself (25).

No Fundamental Difference between Waking
and Dream :— '

There is no difference between the states of
waking and dreaming other than that the one is
stable while the other is not. The contents of
both the cxperiences are of a homogeneous
nature, always and everywhere (26). At the
time of dreaming even the dream is regarded
as the waking state because at that time it is
felt as stable; and the waking experience will be
taken as a dream if one realizes its instability (27).

Every Individual has His own world ;—

The world-illusion has arisen differently in
different minds. One does not know anything
but the contents of one’s own consciousness (28).
Formation of the Objective World :—

Whatever the first Creator imagines becomes
a reality forthwith, This world is His ima-
gination (29).

Identity between Realism and Idealism :—

In every monad, everything is represented
in the same fashion as in the Cosmic Mind
( Viradatma) (30). The cosmic imagination is the
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ariginal stress which is initiated and represented
in all minds (31). We know each other and share
the world-experience in common with others,
on account of their being represented or reflected
{prati-bimba) in each individual the same cosmic
order of ideas which is imagined in the Cosmic
Consciousness (Maha-chit) (32).

The creature becomes the creator :—

Whatever is conscired becomes a consciring
mdividual in its own right as, in summer, small
insects are generated from the perspiration of
other living beings (33).

Worlds within Worlds :—

Within this world there are innumerable
worlds, quite distinctive in their nature; and
within them, again, are others, and so on, like the
eovers of a plantain tree (34).

Worlds, Invisible to Each Other :—

Within every world there are many other
worlds of various kinds unknown to each
other (35).

BEverything possible Everywhere : —

In the Whole which contains the potentiali ty
of everything every thing is always possible
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everywhere in its entirety. In the Absolute
everything exists everywhere and always in its
completeness (36).

Infinite Kinds of Worlds :—

Innumerable worlds arise and perish in the
Absolute QOcean of Existence like the waves on
the surface of an ocean (37).

Repeated  Evolution and Dissolution of
Creatures :—

Monads originate and pass away like the
green plants of the spring season which are dried
up in the summer (38).

Three Planes of Existence :—

There are three ethers: the ordinary ether
known to us in the objective world, the mental
ether, and the cther of consciousness. The last
is the subtlest of the three (39).

The Nature of Mind :—

Mind is a definite form of the all-powerful
Absolute Consciousness assumed by It through
Its own will-power (40).

Difference between Mind and the Absolute :—

The Brahman is consciousness without any
.object present to it, whereas mind is consciousness
with objectivity (41).
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The Functional Aspects of Mind :—

As an actor assumes several forms on the
stage, quickly one after another, so mind
while engaged in various activities assumes
different names and forms (42). As the same man
may appear in various names and forms on
account of his being in various offices, so the
mind is called the soul, desire, action etc. on
account of its various activities (43).

All Limitation is self-inflicted :—
All the jiwvas (minds) get themselves limited
to various forms of existence and consequently

become bound to expectations on account of the
obsession of their own desires (44).

Unlimited Number of Individuals or Monads:

Millions and billions of monads containing
within themselves worldly desires spring from
the Creator, Brahma (45). Countless of them
have already been born, countless are being
born, and countless will be born in course of time,
like sprays of water from a waterfall (46).

Thought-Power :—

The essence of the individual is its imagina-
tion (sankalpa). Whatever it imagines within
itself that is soon realized in the objective world
(47). Every individual realizes all its desires
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through its own power. In every individual exists
this kind of power which ultimately is a power
of consciousness (48). Whatever and whenever
a man imagines intensely, he experiences in
actual life (49). As water assumes the form of
an eddy so whatever a pure mind desires to
experience that becomes a reality (50). Success
is achicved only through one’s own efforts
repeatedly performed (51). Sufferings multiply
by leaps and bounds, on accout of the folly of mind
and they vanish like ice before the sun by
its own efforts (52). The mind crcates the
body for the realization of its own desires, as
a silk-worm constructs a cocoon arround itself
(563). If there is poace within, the whole world
looks cool and pleasing, but when the fire of
desires burns within, the world appears ablaze to
us (54). When one's mind is perfccted, the
whole world appears to him to be full of nectar,
just as to a man putting on a pair of shoes
the whole earth appears to be covered with leather
(65). The mind is the nave of this wonderful
wheel of the world which dcludes us by its
movements (56). When, with intelligence and
effort, it (the mind) is stopped from moving
(i. e., from desiring, willing, thinking, imagining
ete.), the wheel of the world is stopped (57).
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What Am 1?2

I am fragrance in flowers ; I am the beauty
of leaves and flowers; beauty of beauties I am ; and
I am the experience behind all forms (58). He
knows truly who knows that the Self is the In-
finite Ether (of consciousness) which has within
itself all time, spacc and movement (59). He
truly knows who knows that whatever is present
in all the three worlds, is a part of his own self,
as waves are parts of the ocean (60).

Death :—

That the dead are completely annihilated, is
a wrong statement and is not true to the fact.
The so called dead undergoes another experience
in a different time—space—order (61). Having
-experienced an illusory insensibility of death and
having forgotten the previous state of existence
the individual comes to have an experience of
another state (62). Whenever and wherever the
individual experiences death, then and there he
begins to see another world of a similar nature
extending around him (63). As birds pass from
one tree to' another, so the souls bound by
thousands of fetters of worldly desires and
expectations have to pass from one body to
another (64). The experience of cycles of births
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and deaths is like whirlpools in a river
continually undergone by the ignorant soul, as
long as the pure Self is not realized (65). The
consciousness of a person is neither born nor dead.
It only experiences these states as it werein a
dream (66). The longevity or shortness of life
in this world depends on the purity or impurity
of one’s acts, and on the nature of the country,
the age, his profession and food (G7).

The Creator :—

At the commencement of the creation,
Praja-pati (the Lord of creatures) manifest-
cd in the same manner asa dreamn-personality
cmerges in the dream. He continues fto cxist
still (68). The mind is the Creator and the
Creator is the mind. The absolute Brahman creates
the world by assuming the form of mind. (69).
The Absolute Consciousness which is not limited
in time, space etc, assumes a form limited in time
and space by Its own Power, and out of Its own
creative sport (Lida) (70). It imagines Itself
to be something other than Ifs original, absolute
existence, and thereby becomes the other (an
entity by itself) (71). The Creator has no phy-
sical body. His body is only menfal in its
nature (72), The world an illusory thought-
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construction of the mind working in the formr of
the Creator, although it appears to be real (73).

The Creative Power ;—

The Lord of all, the Brahman, is endowed
with all possible potencies which manifest them-
selves as things, whenever so willed (74). As
the imaginative power of a man spreads out
the world of his fancy, so does the creative power
of the Absolute spread out this objective world
(75). The Creative Power is called Prakrii,
Divine Will of Shiva, and the world-creating
Maya (76). Prakrt: originates from the
Absolute Brahman, the Purusha, the eternally
illuminating Consciousness, as an inanimate web
originates from a living spider (77). The creative
Power and the pure Consciousness are identical

in essence as wind and air, and, as heatand fire
are (78).

The Absolute Reality :—

The Absolute is that in which everything
exists, from which everything originates, which
is in everything, which pervades everything,
which is the whole of everything, and which is
spread all around and in everything (79). Itis
unspeakable, inexpressible, un-namable ; its nature
is not an object of description, for it is not an
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object of the senses (80). As rains proceed from
the limitless and full expanse of water, so the
ephemeral  world-appearances proceed from the
undecaying, full, and immortal Brahman (81).
Know it to be that defectless Ether of conciousness
from which arise the subject, objects and
knowledge, and that in which they all merge
(82). It is that ocean of consciousness in which
there is absolute negation of the world as it
exists for us (83); that which is absolutely void
inspite of the existence of multitudes of worlds
(84). It is neither being nor non-being, nor
anything between the two. It is nothing, yet
itis all. It is incapable of being grasped by
mind and expressed by speech. It is more of
nothing than nothing and more of happiness
than happiness itself (85).

Manifestation of the Absolute :—

The world is the expansion of the Brahman
and the expansion of the Brahman is the world.
The Brahman which is without beginning and end
overflows into the world like an ocean (86). As the
waives, the billows, the ripples, the eddies, the bub-
bles, the sprays etc. of water are water manifesting
in water, so also the body, the creative force, the
objective world, the growth and decay, the play
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of ideation in bringing things into existence, and
the things of the world, are all Brahman manifest-
ing in the Brahman (87-88). Asin a seed the
tree exists (potentially) with all its leaves,
flowers, branches, fruits, trunk and root, so does.
this world, exist in the Brahman (89). The
multiplicity of the world exists within the un-
differentiated consciousness-mass in the same way
as the variety of hues of a peacock-tail is present
in the homogeneous liquid of the egg (out of
which it comes) (90). As water does not change
into something else by the constant rise and fall
of wavos on its surface. so also the Absolute does
not become anything clse by evolution and
involution of worlds within it 91).
Identity of Everything with the Absolute :—
As gold and ornaments of gold are not two
different things so also the Brahman and the
world are not different from each other (92).
Whatever is seen in the three worlds, the earth,
the heaven and the netherland, in sky, in
animate and inanimate spheres is nothing but
Absolute Consciousness (93).

Unreality of the World : —

That is true, and nothing else, which does
not begin to exist nor cease to cxist at any time.
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That alone i3 real which existed before the
beginning and which will continue to exist after
the end (of the manifestation of the world-
process) (94). The entire world is merely an
illusory appearance like the illusory appearance
of water in a desert or like the imaginary world
experienced in fancy, It is unreal bub appears
to be real (95). The appearance of mind etc.
continucs to be taken as real as long as there
is ignorance, as long as the Absolute is not
realized and as long as there is trust in the forms
of the world (96).

The Absolute Point-of-View :—

In reality, from the ultimate point of view,
the world does not at all exist even nominally.
Bverything is DBrahman Itself. There is no
world in reality (97). The ultimate conclusion
of all the spiritual scriptures, which supersedes
all other conclusions, is that in reality there is
neither Avidya (ignorance) nor Maya (illusion).
The only reality is Brahman in which all distine-
tions and processes are merged (98). Even when
a vision of the world appears to arise in the
Brahman, there is nothing actually created.
Even in that state, the Absolute consciousness
exists as absolutely pure and void of all change
like the sky (99).
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Happiness :—

All creatures strive for happiness (very few,
however, find it, for) all worldly prosperity brings
wmisery and all worldly pleasures end in pain (100).
All hopes of pleasures terminate in pain, as all
bright flames terminate in the darkness of smoke.
(101). There is really no occasion to rejoice at the
increase of one’s own wealth, possession and
enjoyment. The thirsty man can find no joy
even when there is a flood in a mirage-river (102).
There is no pain even in hell compared to that
experienced by one who has got an unfulfilled
desire and there is no happiness even in Brahma-
loka compared to that which is experienced by
one in whom desires have ceased to arise (103).
The happiness of desirelessness is much greater
than that of ruling over an empire, than that of
the company of one’s own beloved, than that of
heaven or Chandra-loka, and even than that
enjoyed by Vishnu (104). As a house of ice
cannot exist in a desert, the peculiar and most
natural joy which is felt when the mind is not
functioning, is such as cannot be experienced
otherwise even in heaven (105). As a man who
has seen heaven will not find any interest in
earthly things, so also one who has tasted the
bliss inherent in the Self, for years or even for a
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moment, will not find any taste in the worldly
objects of enjoyment (106).

Bondage and Liberation :—

They become bound to the world, like birds
bound to ropes, who are bound by the cords of
desires and hopes (107). He who imagines
limitation in the Infinite Self, becomes limited
and gets bound (108). Inspite of living in the ocean
of the Absolute, and in reality being identical
with i, when we imagine ourselves to be different
from i, we undergo the delusion of the frightful
worldly carecr (109). There seems to be no
other reason why people should undergo the
experience of repeated births and deaths than
forgetfulness of their real Self (110). To imagine
‘I am’ (this or that) tends to create unending
bondage. The opposite fceling tends to liberate
(111). The ignorance of the Self leads to delusion
and the knowledge of the Self leads to the realiza-
tion of a state which is the highest aim of all
knowledge (112). Libcration is the cutting of
the false knot of ignorance which consists in
identifying the Self with the unreal and illusory
objective things (118).

The Means of attaining Liberation :—
The wise easily cross over the ocean
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of wandering through life and death with the
help of the boat of knowledge alone (114). This
end is not achiecved by anything else, say,
pilgrimage, distribution of alms, bath in sacred
rivers, learning, concentration, yoga, penances,
and sacrifices (115). One is one's own friend or
enemy. If one does notsave oneself, there is no
remedy (116). In fact, whatever is anywhere or
at any time attained is attained by him through
the application of his own energy, and not in
any other way (117). As the earth isjthe ultimate
source of all grains, so the control and culture
of one’s own mind is the source of all good
positions and durable prosperity (118). If one
can pray for the favour of gods like Vishnu and
others, why should he not do the same for
propitiating his own mind (119)9  The real God
(Vishnu) resides within every one. Unfortunate
are they who seek affer the external Vishnuy,
having turned back from the inner one (120).
If a spiritual preceptor (Guru) can raise one
up without one’s own offorts, why does he not
raise a bull, an clephant or a camel ! (121),
The root of action is the volitional thought o1
thought coloured with desire, Renunciation of
action, therefore is, impossible as long as the hody
.continues (122).
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Practical Self-realization :—

He who studies the Shastras (scriptures) for
worldly enjoyment like an artisan who learns
his art to earn his livelihood, and does not make
any effort fo bring into practice what he learns, is
a jnana-bandhu (pseudo-wise and not a jnani—
wise) (123). O Rama ! the present state of our
experience is due to the (thinking, feeling and
acting) habits of innumerable past lives. It
cannot be easily got rid of without a prolonged
process of thinking and practice (124). The
way of Moksha cousists in (1) deep affirmation of
the One Reality, (2) stopping the movementsof the
vital currents and (3) control of the mind (125).
Of all the three methods of realization, the control
of the mind is the best, because it is easily effected
and so leads to peace quickly (126). The movements
of Prana (vital currents) can be controlled through
disinterestedness in the world, meditation on the
ultimate cause, constant practice, methodical
procedure and giving up bad habits (127). The
mind is the nave of the wheel of the world-
illusion. If one can stop it from moving, the
world-wheel stops and ceases to trouble (128).
The mind can be caused to dissolve by thinking
on its own nature, and when thus dissolved, we
attain the summum bonum (129). Desire is the
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essential nature of the mind. The mind and
desires are synonyms (control of desires, therefore,
is the control of mind) (130).

The Seven Stages of Self-realization :—

The realization of knowledge has seven
stages. Liberation is the goal beyond the seventh
stage (131). The first stage of sclf-realization is
said to be Aspiration, the second Thinking, the
third Purification of Mind, the fourth Reinstate-
ment in the Ultimate Being, the fifth Non-attach-
ment, the sixth Negation of objects, and the
seventh Kxperience of the Fourth State (objectless
consciousness,) (132-133).

Freedom from the Law of Karma :—

There is no place—no mountain, no sky, no
ocean, no heaven where our actions do not
fructify (134). The seed of action is the
activity of the will. It is said to be so and
isalso thus expericnced. Physical activities
are only various offshoots of the will (135).
In the beginning, all individuals proceed from
the ultimate Reality without any cause on their
part. But having come into existence, their own
actions become the causes of their happiness and
misery (136). No action binds individuals to its
fruit, which is performed without a desire for
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any result for oneself, even though it be an evil
one, as no creeper grows without being watered.
(187). O Rama ! No harm is done by any action
to him who does it with an equanimous, balanced
and purc mind (138).

Ezxperience of the Self :—

The network of wordly desires having been
cut through like a net by a rat, and the knot of
the heart having been broken through intcnse
distaste, the Self-experience, the very nature of us
dawns, i. e., becomes clearly manifest in intuition,
as water becomes clear of all dirt, when the
clearing nut is placed in it (139-140).

1 he Character of the Liberated Living Man : -~

The Liberated sage does neither like any
object nor dislike it, e moves amongst worldly
things but not as onc who is in need of them.
(141). Although outwardly not appearing so,
he is at his heart above all cravings. He divines
the heart ot others and behaves with them
agrecably and talks with them sweetly and nobly.
Hec cxercises his judgment very quickly and
makes a right choice between two courses of,
conduct (142). He does not disrcgard what he
gots nor does he hanker after what he has not
got, He is always at peace and undisturbed
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under all circumstances (143). His conduct
does not annoy any body, he behaves like a citizen
and a friend of all. Although outwardly very
busy, he is very calm and quiet at heart (144).
Freed from the restrictions of caste, creed, stage of
life (ashrama), custom and sciiptures, he comes
out of the net of the world asa lion from the
cage (145). He is never afraid, feels never help-
less or dejected. He remains firm, calm and
quiet like a mountain (146). He behaves with
his fellow-beings as the occasion and their status
require, without the least stain in his mind. In
the company of devotees he is like a devotec ;
to the knave, he is like a knave (147). Hec plays
a child in the company of children, he is a youth
among the young; he acts as an old man in the
company of the aged. He is full of courage in
the party of courageous people and shares the
miseries of the miscrable (148) He enjoys all
the pleasures that come to him without any
effort for them on his part, ina sportful and
detachcd manner, in the same way as the eyes
enjoy a scene before them (149). The wise who
have become omniscient neither give up nor desire
worldly activities. They do as occasion demands
(150). Him, from whose heart emanates purity
all around, the guardian angels of the world
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protect and support as they do the entire cosmos
(151).  As the beauty of a tree increases immen-
sely in the spring season, so also the power, the
intellect and the lustre of a man increase when
he has realized the Truth (152).

The Greatness of Noble Women :—

A wife of noble descent can by her own effort
lead her husband out of the deep and extensive
darkness of ignorance (153). Even the scripture,
the preceptor and the sacred incantations are not
so effective in raising a man spiritually, as an
affectionate wife of noble descent can be (154).
She is to her husband a companion, a brother, a
sympathizer, a servant, a teacher, a friend, a
seripture, a refuge, a slave, wealth and joy, and
all these at once (155).

Universal Brotherhood :—

The feeling that this one is my brother and
that one is not is cherished only by petty-minded:
people. The heart of the magnanimous is open
to all (156). How can one be said o be a brother.
and another not, when the same Self is equally-
present in all (157). All classes of creatures,
O Rama, are your brothers. There is none here.
who is absolutely unrelated to you (158).
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Unity of All Religions :—

All the various doctrines arising in different
times and different countries lead to the same
supreme Truth like many different paths leading
travellers from different places to the same city.
(159). It is the ignorance of the Absolute Truth
and the misunderstanding of the different
doctrines that cause their followers to quarrel with
-one another in bitter animosity (160). They
consider their own particular dogmas to be the
best, as every traveller may think, although quite
wrongly, his own path to be the only or the best
path (161).

Only Rational Scriptures should be followed : —

A reasonable statement, even of a child,
should be accepted, while the unreasonable ones
are to be discarded like a straw, even though they
are made by the Creator Himself (162). Such a
sentimental person as confinues to drink the
(filthy) water of a well, simply because it was
dug by his dear father, leaving aside the (pure)
Ganges-water available near at hand, is certainly
a slave, under others’ control (163). A devotee
of reason should value the works even of ordinary
persons, provided they advance knowledge and
are Jogical, and should throw away those even of
the sages, if they are not such (164).
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Greatness of the Yoga-vasistha :—

By repeated study of this work and by
constant practice of its philosophy, one undoubt-
edly gets highest type of intcllectual enlighten-
ment (165); becomes a great and noble citizen
and attains liberation in this very life (166).
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EXTRACTS FROM
OPINIONS AND REVIEWS

Prof. Dr. Th. Stcherbatsky (Leningrad) :—

“A very thorough investigation imbibed with a real
scientific spirit and conducted in accordance with the
methods of modern criticism. a work that tends to the
advancement of our knowledge...Prof. Atreya has
brought the problem (of the date of the Yogavasisthay
very near to its final solution. Prof. Atreya deserves
the highest praise for introducing into his exposition
numerous and varions references to European philo-
sophy.”

Prof.- A. Berriedale Keith (Edinburgh) :—

“It seems clear that you have proved it to be before
Sankara’s date, and there seems to be a good case for
placing it before Bhartrhari. Despite the* appearance
of Prof. Das Gupta’s Second Volume I have no doubt
that your contribution (Vogavaxistha and Its Philosophy)
to the study of Yogavasistha has much value.”

Prof. A. Berriedale Keith (Edinburgh) : —

“You have certainly restored the system to its just
place in the history of Indisn thought, and have made
its doctrines fully accessible in the most satisfactory
manner.  Your critical estimate of the tenets of this
philosophical system is interesting and stimulating,
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and merits study by all those concerned with the
value and purpose of Indian philosophy asa whole.
The comparisons with western views of recent date
are helpful, as bringing out clearly the fact that the
same problems were faced in the time of the ¥oga-
vasistha as are now raised, though the formulation
thereof necessarily differed. I do not doubt that your
work will be duly taken into account by future
historians of Indian thought, and that it will rank as
a valuable contribution towards the deccrmination of
the mode of the development of Indian 3. als. With
congratulations on your devotion to the .:' .cidation of
Indian philosophy and to making avaiiah:: to others
the results of your researches, You:~ Sincerely,
A. Berriedale Keith.”

Prof. Dr. Schrader (Kiel) :—

“] became acquainted with Yogavasisths when I was
in Adyar, and 1 have always since been we iuring that
Indologists did not seem to care for it...... L am 1nclined
to congratulate you on your having prove-l that Yoga-
vasistha is earlier than Sankara and 1 -stbly even
Gaudapads. When this will have bect gradually
admitted, the interest in that much ne:‘. cted work
(neglected, at least, by Orientalists) is Lo..ud to grow
immensely."”

Prof. Winternitz (Prague) -—

“The arguments for your date of the I ngavasiytha
are certainly deserving of most earnest cou..deration,.,
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Your discovery of the source of some of the Midor
Upanishads seems to me very important.”

Br. Gualtherus H. Mees (Leyden) :—

«] am most happy that this one of the most
profound and exalted books of the world has been taken
to hand so thoroughly and in such a scientificjmanner.”

Prof. Jules Bloch (Paris) :—
«Your exposition is as lucid as it is thorough™.

Prof. W. Stede (Londn) :—

“] sincerely appreciate these lofty truths and see
in them an invaluable help for the improvement of the
affairs of our so called civilised world.”

Prof. H. von Glassenapp (Koenigsberg) :—

“Your valuable work (Yogavasistha and Its
Philosophy) 1 have read with the greatest interest.”

Prof. L. D. Barnett (London) :—

“It (Yogavasistha and Its Philosophy) is very
interesting,”

Prof. Turner (London) :—

«It is indeed most encouraging to find that Indian
philosophy (in which India has made perhaps a greater
contribution to mankind than in anything else) receives
so much cultivation and that too in the most fitting
home, the University of Benares. With best wishes
for the prosecution of your researches.”
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Sadhu Kripanand (U.S.A.) :—

“I congratulate you for {he splendid and monumentsdl
work entitled Yogavasistha and Its Philosophy. You
have won the sublime approbation of the civilised
world, and I do most forcibly review your book in the
columns of “The Atlantic Monthly” of Boston and
“The Pan-Pacific Progress” of Mass. Only people of
your stamp could interpret the sublime works of the
Rishis.”

Dr. Keval Motwani (U. S. A.):—

“Your effort to elucidate the hidden and the subtle
philosophy of Yogavasigha, to give it a modern garb,
and to place it alongside the philosophical thought of
today, is highly commendable and deserves gratitude.
I am one of those who believe that our ancient
philosophers, seers and sages did probe very deeply
the mysteries of God, nature and man and their
contributions, when relieved of the technical and the
philological debris that has accumulated around them
as a result of time and arid erudition, will stand
shoulder to shoulder with the contributions of the
great seers and sages of other countries and secure for
them a place in the valhalla of immofta.lity. Every
one of our young luminaries who can participate in
this work of interpretation places his readers and his
countrymen under a deep debt of gratitude. I am
greatly struck with the rich variety of material
contained in the Yogavasistho, and with your laborious
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research in finding parallel passages:in the writings bf
modern philosophers. May Yogavasistha and you
receive the recognition which you both richly deserve.
I shall look forward with interest to your further works
on the subject.”

Paul Brunton, Esq. :—

“I have just completed writing an article on your
book, and 1 have done my best to give it a highly
favourable commendation to Western readers............
I consider it ought to be brought to wider notice.”

Dr. Sir. S. Radhakrishnan :—

“He gives an admirable account of the main ideas
of the system and his comparisons with western views
are as a rule stimulatiug...The range of the author is
as wide as his judgment is measured. Dr. Atreya's
work is certain to rank among the dependable English
treatises on Samskrit philosophical classics.”

Prof. Dr. S. N. Dasgupta (Calcutta) : —

“It 1s a  very elaborate work which testifies to the
great industry of the writer in going carefully through
the problems of Yogavasistha and of arranging them
in a modern form...There is no doubt that the writer
bestowed immense time and labour in digesting the
material of this great work and in attempting to give
it a modern shape. He also gave a very lucid and
clear exposition of the general position of Yogavamtha

philosophy
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Dr. Bhagavan Das:—

“Your judicious and excellently classified selection
of verses from the vast original, printed under significant
headings which briefly but clearly indicate the essential
meaning of what follows, will, I feel sure, facilitate
the study of this important work and make it more
widely known.”

Prof. P. B. Adhikari (Benares) :—
“...Has done here something which is not known to

have been attempted hitherto by any writer with such
thoroughness........ I cannot but admire the degree of
perseverence with which this has been done and the
extent of studies undertaken for the purpose.........
......... In the actual presentation of the position......the
author.........evinces a thoroughness which is simply
admirable......... He displays, throughout the work, a
deep analytic penetration into and a thorough intelligent
grasp of the thoughts dispersed in the original work
............... The exposition is on the whole simple and
direct...cccevenenennes The concluding chapter is devoted
to the discussion of some of the most important
problems of the present day philosophy of the West
and the place the Yogavasistha can occupy in connection
with them......Has made out a case for this position
on the problems, which is thought-provoking and
deserves due consideration from any thinker.”’

Principal Gopi Nath Kavira] (Benares) :—
«I have glanced through the pages of Prof. Atreya's
«Vsasistha DarSanam.” The arrangement of the



(8)

Sanskrit text in the way it has been done will prove

highly useful, not only to the students of the particular

work but also to all who are interested in the history

of Indian Philosophy in general...............Certainly

a distinct service to the cause of Indian Philosophy.”

Dr. A. B. Dhruva (Ex-Pro : Vice-Chancellor, Benares
Hindu University) :—

“I commend to every earnest student of Vedanta
this book of selections (Vasistha- DarSanam) from the
Fogavasisgha which has been carefully and lovingly
gathered and classified by my friend Dr. B. L. Atreya.”

Dr. Ganga Nath Jha (in the Zeader, Allahabad):—
“The Yogavasistha ¢ Ramayana’ is one of those works
in Sanskrit which deserve most to be read, and yet is
the least read by students of Sanskrit literature. It
is a work wherein philosophy has been brought down
as near as possible to practical life...The Yogavasistha
embodies within itselt the quest of a bewildered
soul—that of Rama, the ideal man, faced by practical
problemes of life—as met by Vasistha, his guide,
philosopher and friend. The book under review,
Yogavasistha and modern Thought, is an attempt,—and
a fairly successful attempt,—at bringing within easy
reach of the modern student, jnst those teachings that
allayed the striving heart of Sir Ramachandra.........
cescssene The work is a comprehensive one; dealing with
the entire field of Indian philosophy...It has to be
cg?fesged that the outlook of the work is mainly, if
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not entirely, Vedantic; but that is as much to say
that it represents the essence of Indian philosophy.
Like all roads leading to Rome, all principal ‘Dars hanas’
lead but to one Goal, the Universal Absolute, which is
attainable only by the path of Universal Brotherhood.
And herein lies the value of Prof. Atreya’s work at the
present moment, when in Inda, and in the world at
large, every individual and every community is trying
to strangle the other...... The professor deserves to be
congratulated on having presented to us the main
teachings of the great text in a readable and under-
standable form.”

Prof. V. Subrahmanya lyer (Mysore) :—

“You have done splendid research work in a very
important field of Indian thought. My most hearty
congratulations to you.”

Prof. V. Subrahmanya lyer (Mysore) : —

“...The valuable work you have been doing in the
field of Indian Philosophy...Your researches in the
teachings of Yogavasistha are of firt rate importance.
Your new pubiication, * Yogavasistha § Modern Thought™
is another piece of work not less valuable. It also
bears the impression of a wide range of study combined
with equally critical thinking. The parallels you have
quoted reveal not only your extensive knowledge of
Western and Eastern thinkers of eminence, but also
your great insight.”
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P. K. Gode (ex-Editor, Review of Philosophy and
Religion) in the Oriental Literary Digest:—

“As Sir Radhakrishnan observes in his foreword to
the volume under review, Dr. Atreya's work will help
to correct the defect noticeable in the recent historical
accounts of Indian philosophy which hardly do justice
to the importance of the Yogavasistha, as he gives an
“gdmirable account of the main ideas of "the system
and his comparison with western views are as a rule
stimulating”, “The range of the author is as wide as
his judgment is measured. Dr. Atreya’s work is
certain to rank among the dependable English treatises
on Sanskrit philosophical classics”...The above analysis
of the subject-matter of the Yogavasistha and its
synthesis in Part IV of Book II of the present volume
reminds us of Deussen’s analysis and synthesis of the
magnum opus of Sri Samkaracharya, viz, the
Samkara-Bhasya. *Art consists in concealing Art”’, and
Dr. Atreya’s critical estimate of the philosophical
position of the Yogavasisha is quite artistic and
“measured”, not to say ¢‘dependable”, as Sir
Radhakrishnan puts it. In fact the last two chapters
should be read by all lovers of Indian Philosophy as
they contain in a nut-shell everything that a general
student of Philosophy is expected to know. It is
lifficult to do full justice in this brief notice to the
varied contents of the Yogavasitha or its present
analysis and synthesis by Dr. Atreya, who has devoted
a major part of his life to these studies. Carlyle said in
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-one of his works : “The ideal is' in the actual; your
America is here or nowhere.” Dr. Atreya concludes
his interpretation of the Yogavasisthe in a similar
strain: “if accepted as a creed of life, the philosophy
of Vasistha will exercise a very healthy influence on
life......it will enable one to live in the ‘Kingdom of
Heaven' here and now.” Or in the words of the
Yogavasistha quoted by Dr. Atreya, “By repeated
study of this work and by constant practice of its
philosophy, one gets highest type of intellectual
enlightenment, becomes a great and noble citizen
.and attains liberation in this very life”...... Dr. Atreya
has done well in creating our interest in the study
of this remarkable book and its doctrines and hence
deserves our best thanks for this labour of love.”

Prot. Ranade (Allahabad) :—
“I am sure the book (Yogavasistha und Its philoso-
Phy) will be widely appreciated.

Dr. G. Bose (Calcutta) :—

“I found it (Yogavasistha and Its philosophy)
-extremely interesting. You have a remarkable gift of
«clear exposition and you write from deep appreciation...
The probable date of composition of the present work
has been very likely correctly fixed by you”.

PDr. G. Bose (Calcutta) :—

“Dr. B. L. Atreya, M. A,, D. Litt.,, has been a
keen student of Yogavasistha Ramayana for several
_years past and to him belongs the credit of drawing
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the attention of modern scholars to the great worth’
of this book. The original work is & voluminous one
and in preparing an abridged edition Dr. Atreya has
done a great service to students of Indology and Indian
Philosophy. He has discussed the different aspects
of this great work in an extremely lucid manner and
has shown wonderful judgment in his selection of
material. The work teems with passages which may
truly be called literary gems. The philosophy of
Vasistha is the well known Vedantic Monism but
the way of approach is something quite original. It
has a freshness which is charming. Prof. Atreya’s
“Vasistha-daréanam” will be undoubtedly recognised.
as the best introduction to “Yogavasistha Rimiyana.”

Prof. Hirlyanna (Mysore) : —

“Your account of the work (Yogavasistha and Its
Philosophy) is very interesting and you have made it
clear that it deserves to be closely studied by all
students of Indian Philosophy.”

Dr. J. N. Sinha (Meerut):—

“Nothing is more gratifying to me than to find
that the Benares Hindu University is doing something
to spread the light of Hindu culture. Such an intensive
study of a particular aspect of Indian Philosophy and'
its interpretation in terms of modern concepts of
philosophy is the thing most needed in India today.
Please accept my hearty congratulations on your:
achievement.” | :
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Prof. Kshitish Chandra Chakravarty (Katmandu,
Nepal) :-—

“Books full of divine wisdom and surpassing
illumination to the soul. I have the highest admiration
both for the original Sage and the modern Savant.”

“It (The Philosophy of the Yogavasistha) is
«distinctly the best work on Indian Philosophy, at
least from the standpoint of coherent and concentrated—
not concise and conventional—expression of its
underlying spirit.”

Principal Pramath Nath Tarkabhushana (Benares) :—
“He has rendered a valuable service to the

thinkers of Hindu Philosophy.”

Dr. Naga Raja Sarma (in the Hindu, Madras) :—

“Dr. B. L. Atreya has made a laudable effort
to push into the focus of modern philosophical thought
the truths embodied in Yogavasistha.”

Prof. N. G. Damle (Poona) :—
I have liked your book so much".

Prof. P. M. Bhambhani (Agra) :—

“It (Yogavasistha and Its Philosophy) is an
excellent piece of literature and forms a very valuable
addition to it "

Prof. Shiva Prasad Bhattacharya (Calcutta) :—

“I congratulate you heartily for the really
admirable persentation of the many of the prominent
philosophical doctrines of the ¥ogavasistha™,
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Janakdhari Prasad, Bsq. (Muzatfarpur) :—

“Your book has given me a new insight of life
and I have found peace, solace and rest which I
could not succeed in getting so long. I therefore
owe you a deep gratitude for opening up a new avenue
in life.  Yogavasistha in original was in itself
incomprehensible and its hugeness and constant repe-
titions were baffling. Your book has cleared up.
everything, and it is now possible for us to fathom its
deep sea. Hence I, although a stranger, acknowledge
my gratitude. May I make one request ? Will yow
bring out a Hindi edition of the book for the
understanding of those who do not know English ?
Itis clear that it was the teaching of Yoyavasistha
which made India so great. We are now fallen-
because we have quite forgotten it. May this book of
yours infuse a new life into the decaying nerves of
India ? Every step should be taken to popularise
this teaching”.

M.K. Acharya, Esq. in 7he Federated India (Madras):—-

“In the present pampllet (Yogavasistha and Modern
Thought) is an attempt made to point out “the
agreement of the East and the West on fundamental
problems.” The author has selected some forty-three
of such problems...and under each heading he has
given the teachings of Yoyawasistha aloug with the
conclusions or findings of some great modern writer or:
journal on the subject. He has drawn from over eighty



( 16 )

modern thinkers to corroborate the finding of Yoga-
vasistha of old. A recognition of this truth that the
greatest minds in everyjage have come particularly to
the same conclusions on the higher problems of life
should go towards building & common world-culture
which, as Dr. Atreya says, “is the crying need of
the times.”

P. C. Divanji, Esq. (Jalgaon) :—

“I was very much pleased to find that you were
able to lay your hands on the works of a host of leaders
of modern thought for the purpose of showing that
Western science has now advanced so much as to
enable the thinkers of the West to meet those of the
East onjaiccmmon platform to discuss the nature of
the Absolute............... ...Your work is an eloquent
testimony of your firm determination to raise the
Yogavasistha in the eyes of the intelligentia of the world
and the possession by you of the inexhaustible fund of
energy for the realisation of that ideal.

Prof. Phani Bhushan Adhikari (Benares) :—

“Thei painsithe candidate appears to have so carcfully
taken in this work of compilation (Va@sistha DarSanam) and
the analytic judgment he has displayed in the selection
of relevent texts and in their classification according to
topics, evince by themselves the importance of the
undertaking. This Sanskrit part of the thesis (Vasiszha-
darSanam) can by itself form a separate and independent
book bearing on the philosophical position of 'Foga-
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vasistha, which may be utilised with facility by:
scholars who would like to refer to the original sources
on points of interest. The candidate has, in my
opinion, done here something which has a value of its
own.”

Principal Gopinath Kavira] (Benares) :—

An attempt (Vasistha-darSanam) made perhaps for
the first time in the history of the work, to sum up the
philosophical teachings of the Yogavasistha Ramayana
in a consistent and systematic manner. The earlier
attempts of Abhinand (900 A. D.) and Mahidhara
(1600) and others did not claim to be any more than
abridged redactions of the text, but to Professor Atreya
belongs the credit of presenting briefly’ the philosophy
of this unique treatise in the language of the original
text, with the topics arranged in logical sequence......
It is unfortunate that a work of such monumental
grandeur (the Yogavasistha), the like of which is hardly
to be met with even in Sanskrit literature, should have
been allowed to remain obscure and neglected so long.
It is hoped that interest in the study of Yogavasistha
will again be revived and that the present booklet will
serve as an humble introduction to this study.”

P. C. Divanji, Esq. (Jalgaon) :—
“Your study of the work is very comprehensive

-and many sided ;.:....I have a profound regard for your
intelligence, patience and industry.”
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Srl. Hanuman Prasad' Poddar- (Editor, Kalyana,
Qorakhbpur) :—

I am very grateful to you for your valuable gift
of the “Yogavasistha aur uske Siddhanta”......Your
contribution to the cultural history of India is remark=
able. My very hearty congratulations to you.”

B. Subba Rao, Esq. (S. Kanara) :—

“It (Yogavasistha and Its Philosophy) is a book
containing highly inspiring selected thoughts which
every one should ponder over in everyday life.”

R.YV. Subrahmanyam, Esq. (Tirupattur):—

“I congratulate you on your splendid and original
contribution on ¥Yogavasistha—a rare Sunskrit work and
not handled by any scholar upto date. It is & peace
of original research and you have thrown much light on
what is altogether a closed bock to many modern
students of philosophy and religion”.

Pt. Ram Narayan Misra (Benares) :—

“Your attempt to bring the East and the West
together is laudable. The book (Yogavasistha and
Modern Thought) is inspiring”.

Swami Narayanananda (Calcutta) :—

“No doubt, you have taken much pain in bringing
out this present volume of the Philosophy of the
Yogavasistha in an adequate and efficient form, as to suit
the taste of the modern man successfully. Surely it
is the blessing of the Lord that has enabled you, as

2
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you put it, to deal with the work.skilfully,. The whole
world is dying for want of peace. Real peace lies in
religion and religion is realization. Nothing short of
that. India has to learn much from the West on
materialism and the West has to learn much from the
East on spiritualism. As such we want men like you
to bring forth from every nook and corner of Hinduism
all hidden treasures and broadcast them all over the
world for the welfare of the whole humanity. I sincerely
wish your earnest work will meet with full success and
may He out of His infinite love and mercy give you
strength of mind and character to carry on further
researches in the spiritual realm.

“The language and the style of the whole work are
simple, avoiding as far as passible high and confusing
philosophical terms and words. As such, any ordinary
person with limited philosophical knowledge can go
through the work easily, This is a great achievement
towards popularising the Yogavasistha”.

Swami Bhumananda (Kalipur Ashram, Kamakhya,
Kamrup, Assam) i—

“When I was staying at Chitrakut at the house of
a Marwari gentleman of Calcutta, Mr. Narayan Das
Bajoria, I found a book with him written by a Professor
of your University on Yogavasigha. On reading this
detailed review of the work, I was surprised very much.
I am almost an advocate of Yogavdsistha, which 1
have been studying for the last ¢hirty years. I had
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entertained the belief, with a slight pride too, that no
one had studied so critically the book as myself. I
have also written down a vast amount of notes on the
subject. But I found that the matters I had treated
of, and the manner in which this has been done, were
dealt with by the writer exactly in the same manner.
The texts of the Upanisads which I had noted down
long ago are also found to have been quoted by the
author. The theme of Kalidasa’s Meghadita was
thought by me to be his own creation. But on reading
Yogavasistha, 1 found subsequently that the same
matter is also mentioned in this work. I had once
thought of writing an article on the subject. “Influence
of Vyasa and Valmiki on Kalidasa” and Lad also
collected materials for the purpose. The reference to
Meghadite is also one among the collection by the
author...I was very eager to get acquainted with him,
but that could not happen somehow”. (Quoted and
translated by Prof. P. B. Adhikari from a Bengali letter
addressed to him).

Swami Bhumanand (Kamakhya) :—

“I am highly pleased or rather glad to get your
publications on Yogavasistha. You are the first
man 1 see who had read the book or rather studied
it so carefully and critically. During my lifetime,
1 have met many highly educated men and had
occasions to talk with them on our religious and
philosophical  books, but have seen none who
zead Yogavasistha thoroughly...] am now eager to
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see you...Your expressions are clear and exposition
marvellous, and style simple”,

Dinshaw S. Paowalla, Esq. (Hongkong, China) :—

“I have just finished reading your book: The
Philosophy of the Yogavasistha. 1t is really a good book.
I read it with great delight and interest. You have
done a great service to Vasistha in writing this book.
It brings Vasistha in the light again after many
centuries. Perhaps it might have been destined for-
you to write on Vasistha’s Philosophy in such a nice and
neat form.”

Rohini Prasad Pant (Qyaneswar, Nepal) :—

The Philosophy of the ¥ogasasistha, an ever-lasting
service to the country. Our Hindu philosophy will be
more clearly interpreted thereby and as such will gain
still higher reputation in the world. I thank you much
for your keen interest towards the welfare of the
English-knowing people who cannot well-understand
Sanskrit. I am sure it will help the truth-seeking to a
great extent and at the same time may lead others also-
to a right path”.

B. Subba Rao, Esq. (Mudbidri) :—

“] am glad to see that the book (Yogavasistha ausr
uske Siddhanta) has been neatly printed and is really
charming to see; the paper used and the cover also
being satisfactory, so much so that I can say that it is
just like our Adyar Theosophical Publications, and
therefore the price is not high.”
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Dr. Hari Ram Verma (Rampur, Saharanpur) :—

“I cannot but praise you for the nice arrangement
of the verses from Yogavasisthe with quotations from
:modern and contemporary writers which appear as if
they are translations of the very verses from the book,
the Yogavasistha...A good deal of perseverence and
immense time and labour must have been bestowed by
you before it was given this shape...... I cannot but
admire you for the splendid discovery you have made in
this line. I consider it a rare privilege that I got
acquainted with such a high personality as that of
yours, which shines in the literary and philosophical
firmament as a bright star, guiding the West and the
East towards the Vedantic doctrine. I wish to see
‘more works of this type.”

Swami Sivananda (Rishikesh):—

“Immortal Self, Your valuable book *‘¥ogavasistha—"
This is a splendid research work. It isa valuable
companion for & student of Vedanta. The exposition
1is lucid. Thy own Self, Sivananda.”

.Sri Hanuman Prasad Poddar (Editor, Kalyans,
Gorakhpur) :—

“Your noble work is bound to meet appreciation at
.every quarter which it so nobly deserves. As I have
.once before said, your contribution .for the cause of
Yogavasistha will create & landmark in the history of
Indian philosophy and your name will go down in
thistory as an upholder of a cause which forms really the
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corner stone of Hindu philosophy and Hindu culture.
You are heartily to be congratulated for your intense
passion for this most monumental but most neglected
piece of spiritual encyclopedia.”

K. K- Murti. Esq. :i—

«I feel quite incompetent to express my proud feelings
of high respect for “Yogavasistha™ as presented by you
with comparative modern views on every problem of life,
besides the critical, analytical and synthetical survey,
especially the last and the last but one chapters which
I read with particular attention...... Only one reading
has filled me with boundless delight, joy and peace of
mind.,..you have solved my “why” of the problems of life.
I am very much indebted to you for the enlightenment
on the subject which is the dearest to me. I exerss my
gratefulness to you. I must go through the book more:
than a thousand times.”

Seth Narayan Das Bajoria (Calcutta) :—

“I saw your first book (Fogavasistha aur uske
Siddhanta) with Panditji (Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya)
and took the same on loan...You have indeed rendered
a signal service to the cause of Indian philosophy by
your very laborious and enthusiastic study of the great
book of our Rishis. With the loss of our freedom,
sven our culture and achievemeut in the realm
of thought have been forgotten. Only in recent years
learned philosophers like Sir Radhakrishnan and yourself
1ave btought our ancient philosophy to the notice of
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the modern scholars. I hope to go through all your
books slowly, .and I think, with. much benefit to the
advancement of my knowledge. - My esteemed friend
Seth Jugal Kishore Ji Birla is very much interested .in
Yogavasistha...He will be immensely pleased, when 1
shall tell him, if he does not.already know, the great
service you have done to bring the work -within the
knowledge of modern philosophers.

Prof. Shyama Charan (Agra) :—

“] hope you will not mind a stranger writing to
you like this. The other day...I came across your book
“The Philosophy of the Yogavasistha”. Curious, how
providence works. I have been thinking of a book like
this for a long time—and now it is in my hands. All
the Philosophies, Mysticisms, Occultisms and Yogas
are there—well classified and presented in an orderly
sequence’.

Prof. Kshitish Chandra Chakravarty (Katmandu) :—
The Yogavasigha Maharamayane is by far the
greatest and biggest ancient Indian work on the monis-
tic philosophy of the Vedanta...... Prof. Atreya has, in
a finely analytical and scientifically accurate manner,
here, laid bare the truths of the highest human
philosophy for the modern English-knowing reader, who
must admire the true spirit of research that permeates
his whole work. The Book (The Philosophy of the
Yogavasigthe), s monument of devoted and learned
industry is the best reliable and thoroughgoing English
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treatise, I have yet seen, in the realm of Indian Idealise
tic interpretation -of the Philosophy of Religion. It
epened up before my wondering gaze & new and pleasant
vista uniting the Eastern and Western modes of
.approach to the Truth of life; and......I have every
reason to congratulate the modern savané on his splendid
success and service done to the cause of the revival of
ancient Indian Learning and Wisdom at this proper
hour.”

The Leader (Allahabad) :—

“The author has really rendered valuable service by
presenting in a simple, yet scientifie way (Yogavasistha
and Its Philosophy) the essence of a philosophical
thought as contained in the extensive and voluminous
work known as Yogavasistha.

The Leader (Allahabad) :—

“This (The Philosophy of the Yogavasistha) is
a comparative, critical and synthetic survey of
the philosophical ideas of Vasistha as presented in
the Yogavasistha Maharamayand......The author has
shown by his original researches that the Yogavasistha
existed before the time of Shankara and Gaudapada...The
author must be congratulated on his able presentation
of the details of Vasistha's philosophy in a systematic
and coherent manner......He has not only pointed out
similarities in the thoughts of other thinkers, ancient and
modern, Indian and Western, but also has brilliantly
summed up the salient features of this philosophy
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There is a chapter at the end dealing with the critical
estimate of the philosophical position of Vasisthaseeess
Every library worth the name ought to have a copy
of this book.”

The Hindu (Madras) :—

“Dr. Atreya......is to be congratulated on making
available to the English knowing reader so comprehensive
an account of & work which has hardly received from
modern scholars the attention that it deserves............
The volume is divided into two main sections. The first
of them deals with general points touching the work,
like its date and place in the philosophical literature
of India; and the second, which is by far the
bigger, is devoted entirely to an elucidation of its
teaching...Dr. Atreya, with his intimate knowledge of
the work, has succeeded in giving us a full and connected
account of it. He writes in a simple and interesting
manner; and his exposition is interspersed throughout
with free renderings into English of passages from the
original. These passages are printed in Deva Nagari
characters at the foot of the page for ready reference.
Another noteworthy feature of the exposition is the
comparison he now and then institutes between
Vasistha’s teachings and the views of modern thinkers.
The printing and the get-up of the book are excellent.”

The Theosophy in India (Benares) :—
“The Yogavasigthe is a very important book, but
-its philosophy is somewhat difficult, so that writers on
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Indian philosophy give it scant attention. Dr. Atreya.
has made a special study of it and tries to make it
popular by placing the fruits of his labour in easy
manuals before the public. The author’s researches
on this book have necessitated modification of certain.
opinions held by western Orientalists, and this is high
praise of his work......All the works of this writer are
written in a popular style...He is doing a great service
to the country by making the philosophy of the-
Yogavasistha available to the public in simple and short
form. We would recommend all the books of this.
writer on Yogavasistha to our readers.”

The Vaitarani (Cuttack) :—

It (Yogavasistha and Its Philosophy) is an excellent
specimen of lucid exposition....... Such contributions, it
is hoped, will soon be classd according to Ruskin.
among the books for all times.”

The Hindustan Times (Delhi) :—

“Yogavasisthe is a very important field of Indian
mataphysics, and any scientific research in it naturally
requires a good deal of sustained effort...... Dr. Atreya
has treated his subject in the true spirit of a scholar.

The Madras Mail (Madras) : —

“Dr. Atreya...is deservedly proud that he has been
the first to give the rightful place that that work (the-
Yogavasistha) deserves...The range of the author's.
knowledge is wide and his, judgments are tendentious..
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The book (Yogavasistha and Modern Thought) has the
merit of making comparison betweeen Eastern and
Western philosophy and this work is bound to rank as
a first rate work in English among other philosophical
classics.”

The Parasakti Magazine (Bangalore) : —

“Dr. B. L. Atreya has won for himself an undying
reputation for making a most brilliant contribution
satisfying all canons of true scientific spirit and modern
criticism, upon a very important but least known
section of Indian Philosophical and Religious literature
“Yoga Vasistha” by presenting in an illuminating
manner the essence of the reputed system of thought
in a series of books of which three are altready published
and the other two are in preparation. A careful
perusal of its Contents and the Bibliography reveals
the author’s phenomenal industry and unflagging
enthusiasm to dispel from the reader’s mind the
erroneous belief that “the East is East and the West
is West and never the twain shall meet” and seeks to
impress unequivocally the cardinal Principle that in
the world’s great plan, }ast and West, past or present,
nay future too, do not differ fundamentally in their
outlook and visualisation of a common World Culture
towards which some of the international movements
are aiming....... ..] have no hesitation in saying that
this book (Yogavasistha and Modern Thought) and
indeed all his books deserve to be classed according to
Ruskin as “the Books for all Times.” "
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*The Federated India (Madras) :—

“A most valuable contribution (Yogavasistha and Its
Philosophy) to a study of ancient Indisn philosophical
systems—very valuable both to the general study of
Indian thought, and to the specialist interested in the
«evolution of the Advaita system.”

The United India and Indian States (Qelhi):—

“The writer claims, and with considerable
justification, that he has been the first to draw the
.attention of modern scholars to the unique position of
Yogavasistha which has made a unique and important
«contribution not only to Indian wisdom, but to the
thought of the world as well.”

The Young Builder {Karachi) :—*An excellent intro-
duction (Yogavasistha and Its Philosophy) to the study
of Yogavasistha,"

His Holiness the Jagatguru Sri Sankaracharya
Swami of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Pitha :i—

“siRmar SRGATINTGRY  SAY  SRIOWadl RN
ARETY adamiisTEmETd  Jaia T SeaER-
XA gEAIRE $97, I TIATAR x| TR
iR Rofidaaim safigoasha o Aedish
A9q: FfiTearaS: T qAETT YR EIaRRAT 5 €@
AN gegoqa: | R RANEIGAT wTa: Redm
geagaet aafemt AdvasiRat drn wae A
qet grAkEneRR gk | iawE wed e
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T Rafadrer ey Arafiehfraianars:
AEFIETIEAT AAAGIRICA T —?

do auYaIY aém gIeHw: (Director of Sanskrit
Studies, Benares Hindu University) i—

“oftaa @g Ma] (Yogavasistha and Its Philosophy)
PReiadanee  AMERERIEuRNEeTR fg-
e aq faad dewwd et SRRSEIRA dedm-
Rg sfaar waar @ Zow: @weaom: gg@fdar S
raveHi: frefigememadin Addd gogeg 9
Tfsiradver e aghr aeat apRlgdal s ST
qrifey Warkdy v ANy ewEFEEEm  gaEw
qftesd @dq STed GgeIY WARIY | waeidisd
fre: ANRaaTERD ARAMIETRITAEIAIRY fEag-
TRAvd TR REa AgFagTER
ey & gedt g g 0

sft grassafis: ( fafaua, safyafaam, g
Roafyams, st ) :—

eyl TiFe N WeAeeTAn 6. T ARRaT
qRamga Tl ARBRIAGRIGAETEI T
FRIAAHYH, | AT RGN AR T FRARgs-
[ sRTRamfEga dfmelu g5 so% TRWET Aew-
Iy 1 Ryt R eaaETE IRaaamERy | grommE(T
prefgaEy | aRE @ w9 Rufkat gegTeniieRi,
wERRg RIS 5ga: | gag Reffr Tgwsiid 35
framuafEizaaqet Agnwsaa<mangie 1
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Principal Vidyadhar Gaur (Benares)

“siiqar  afeqsatn  SEEGEAGERETAN U
Ffaseaare SfEEafesacE  SRaeed ddflaaan
gy | Ay ST AR IS TEREARasIga-
RSy qEmEOETEaia agagait HAgAEaiT aiaget-
asAT germisEay | FAvew grawARREINaraRgea-
aifaaiivy gaMEsagITGEwd g WE  wRsfEd
ged vifiedd sequragat 9 weafisatn | & fagsml-
IRITWITS  ARmASFaNE AEsaiR:  agg
wafyuenfy Sqdiskagfad mamfif qgy 1»
st vt gFarafey st (SrAEE ) —

‘g Ay e e Gz amal feaE QR 99
A R MR g &N 93 wdEw & Wi R
ghafed! g Regmal @ ok feg, sTRw s@m s
Qg e QRS STERE SIogd Sa% wia) §2
T go 1009) ATA & | 3% ey weua oy, o g
Fz e gl ¥, foeg eidia 03 folinr gg eNC =T efva
WA o WEMal ¥ §% A g9 o9 waed qU gem
gagT 1"’
ot fasgaw {afcawea amaan (@Rarg ) :—

“fiirpgRaar]’ @ R ¥ ) AEEE W @1
Y TIRA WK GWRE =Sl Seledl Sae T )
JW%H U GWE O EAH I E | eve egAis
WEWE W gy o-dmfis” oY dwa aiel
TN AT S TYICH WA Yo I G
FREINE ST e, 0 W e kg W9 TeERd O
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2| ¥R g 2 % 9 gRaw eew Reg SRR v
G- 1
a9aTq ( RAYGT ) -

‘st Puifig-Aguna depa @iad danw wdlee
e UG § | I 99 I5a Tgq & | TG 3Re00 BiwG |
5Egq gRAFIH GagHANT g LG AU WD oo FA
g AfA W ‘aRucde 9 (& EE 99 WK
femy ) ag gfas (REETER ) R eI afem
I} G5EH Yo A TR L | R dgEan AR @
2 % o @ DT Duafe? ) Rgea o 9 | sgaRe
Wl 95 G@ &N WE ¥\ £ O gRawd wedd o
Arafas fAe GROERTS WY o1 SR 1 gRawE
B EwS W &=} 1»

QAtaaaIw ( F1E ) :—

‘gz @ s RFg MaRmeTs qdaras <.
Haqam ag, Wo o, Ao f5To, 7 ol Irrifas Ay
e ol @99 W3 RY am-aifiEis /Y s i
3Ro00 BRI AR 4o V1Al Meres @ a1 ¥ 1 98 W™
FAGT € AIRRH GEIC TERH 1AW FQ S 6 R
RIS 5 N NraRmgdTERE S aI) @R @
) A% ofe gEW e % oY qT emw ew
ﬁﬁ% T

oft wgaTA g PR ( SFIEE, FEY, NI ):—
“PERER TEE TR A9 TS IW RN
S O g9 @R, AT R feFle) ofd Qew,
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e AR T oK aRTe gw SSww Ry g
@ Rurf IR aw wewhs APy A el w57 Rl o
AL ST AT & T WAl a9 WRAAE SR s
W g A gaq safm O | TR deEhd hgEe
T T & o9 AT DT TS T=ARS T § 17

AQY AL ( A ) —

qIR JEE AR W@ §1 D I @A,
frg oW wt Wi @R ToE F A B T B A9 ART
W ) WA R | §F qIASSTE SgAw) ot A Tgar
@Rl YA FETRCIRS i s figes 98 &g
1 % Peiige & gER w1 @ /E @ I®
IR uTge 0 Ao N =) f1 7g Gl o
go-g4 TWW 3§ U Mg g @M R 9EN @M
M=) aeier o g8 DT = KA @1 Reg Saw w9 T
ERH A o IV 9N B T AT ERE GOy W @
fkgf‘qm%ln
Phulchand Murarka, Esq-, ( Tulsihatta, Maldah ):—

“aq B R “Ireris @k s R’ WS ges.
93 T ¥ | I F41 & A ‘TW &N 9K & A7] §@ @
2 W oue @ 3 GUR T I T@ B AR AT A9 B
o ST 591 ¥ Sum ot & F § ergad § 1 94§ o7
Amamr R g3 R e d % @ g e
Teas G 8 |
Guru Narayan Shorawala, Esq., ( Etawah) :—

“arqd &gl TN g1 MRS W A (DR AR
9% figr=a ) I g QA w1 R sm @ gE 9
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g § —“|RIF M & 1 At qwAl § | W I N
Al e, A A g el gt €7 156 IR H s e
9% SER &@1 § T o9y 3R AT 98 IUERK (FIY AN
GEH AT & g& MY 9T ) 39 I9FL | 9331 AE FAT A
AT, T % WA & el & o I Ay gwar g
frda 5 w1 %1 aqer | §Y 3qea % s ol siv .3 §—
afes 9ga & 979 ST Wl 93 § a1 59 9ag 1% 781 9¥A@
AR g A S A G Y R yooo B F3 gEad §-
NN A GADIARAITFTIITINR & § 9%
719 faar § 9 7§ gagar :—adl a¥ IS, Joc BT
Fufang, Ma—s & 9% € B AEHAT W I SN
§ ¥ qw, slagunadar % 99 wisT N A qF wwAE g
3% § ¥ WET WSy, TGS AT, WYGEA WST, €@
fgAm=g & Wq, ATIUETA B A, TR AT T,
AT WL AT, FEET TITS T YAGHAIST, T,
g 7 RAaar] @ frasse 5q, acagesae,
Rrar us, AR 9w sEag @ e geas, Nmalkis
¥ § ITO—was BT  TASEAR S 39S W, TAE)
@ ARz 3 99 95 3 99, @Rl qAdes @1 a9,
@l frtaasg & a9 weq, % woml 9ga @ w7 BEd 9
#§—q=g T AIGA AT 9% YA AN AT F41 g g a ;N
HTF TREIRE WS % 959 ¥ URGH o W ST A g8
gea E—*a fran edqaAr qet Sl da |« geat InrRy
sl @ frar oAl g2 ) 3 qEW 9IF € A1 3T A
g €8 HT @A 0§l 5 § A s g0 W gW § @R
ol e & A€ 9t € Reqre & % ama g@wr eray Rrsdt
€T BT HLA” |



€ » )

The Hindustan (New Delhi) :—

U T TITE avaed geas v Ak depa F 98
37 zoa foel §, 3T = & frad @1 95 R § W@
% ek sal o g SreM AW gL & | q@d G0N &R
g ) ¥ IS sawr ac@ w91 ka1 § % «9% s dQE
# @WE I 9T g%l & 1UogdAme ¥ SREl & R
g% 9gd waH ¢ | GeFd 99 UeT A W 59% @Ay
Q Marfass 3 Rgredl @ QU IRET I X B g1 A
RS § 9% gEas FEH {0 9N SMaTr W 0F IIER
gur T N A I AN

deqret STATHA AT ( 9TET, #@ )

feg Rrafiaeas gaaras siam NRET do WNewe.s
ft, qHoTo, SefiZo, 7 Hera Wyd 2y Nmaky ams
AT, IFAHGE UE CITAISS el Iud Rigea a9 o
(dfm ) s foar ¥ aeaed DR ORI W@ 9
IR RE GFR wAH & G g RedE g
W ey @ fem B 6 R @ 99 o geaw
U 39 AEH FFIH TEWSHIG, T RAT | @ wq &
sAme R d &@ oRow W gg § & e ey
wq w0 ¢RE, Iga WS a% GWA a4 U @A
SR A% Fg MY, HAd &7 Juer W7 @1 @R A9
e &1 UM 9 FIIEC JABER 9 U a9 RAr g
e ¥ qrEEfass & 937 31 SER § SIRTE TG
b, &fq g 97 R qWEST SAMH FI N yawH RAT aWq
=AY g0 N IEeg %) agfes sha Rig 9 3 R
e ¥ dewa Wiy awr ey, @i ama Fregol [
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