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FOREWORD

Sr. Valji Desa's translation has been
revised by me, and | can asure the reader
that the spirit of the original in Gujarati has
been very faithfully kept by the translator.
The original chapterswere all written by me
from memory. They were written partly in
the Yeravda jail and partly outsije after my
premature release. As the translator knew
of this fact, .he made a diligent study of the
file of Indian Opinion and wherever he dis-
covered dips of memory, he has not hesitated
to make the necessary corrections. The reader
will share my pleasure that in no relevant or
material particular has there been any slip.
| need hardly mention that those who are
following the weekly chapters of My Experi-
ments with Truth cannot afford to missthese
chapters on Satyagraha, if they would follow
in all its detail the working out of the search
after Truth.

Sabarmati,
26th April,1928.} M. K. GANDHI
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PREFACE

THE Satyagraha struggle of the Indiansin
South Africalasted eight years. Theterm
Satyagraha was invented and employed

in connection therewith. | had long enters
tained a dedre to write a history of that
struggle myself. Some things only | could
write. © Only the genera who conducts a
campaign can know the objective of each
particular move, And as this was the first
attempt to apply the principle of Satyagraha
to politicson a large scde, it is necessary any
day that the public should have an idea of
its development.

But to-day Satyagraha has had ample
-scope in India. Here there has been an
inevitable series of struggles beginning with
the rather local question of the Viramgam
customs,

It was through the instrumentality of
Bhai Motilal, the public-spirited good tailor
of Wadhwan, that | became interested in the
Viramgam question. | had just arrived from
England and was proceeding to Kathiawad



2 PREFACE

in theyear 1915. | was travelling third class.
with a small party. He gave me some ac-
count of the hardships inflicted on the people
at Viramgam, and said :

" Please do something to end this trouble.
It will be doing an immense service to
Kathiawad, the land of your birth. "

There was an expression of both com-
passion and firmness in his eyes.

"Areyou ready to go tojail ?" | asked.

" We are ready to march to the gallows,”
was the quick reply.

"Jail will do for me " | said. " But see
that you do not leave me in the lurch.”

" That only time can show," said M otilal.

| reached Rajkot, obtained detailed infor-
mation and commenced correspondence with
Government. In speeches at Bagasra and
elsewhere, | dropped a hint that the people
should be ready to offer Satyagraha at
Viramgam, if necessary. The loyal C. 1. D.
brought these gspeeches to the notice of
Government. In thisthey served Government,,
and unintentionally, served the people also.
Finally, I had a talk with Lord Chelmsford
on the matter. He promised abolition of the
customs line and was as good as hisword. |
know others also tried for this. But | am
strongly of opinion that theimminent possibi-
lity of Satyagraha was the chief factor in
obtaining the desired redress.
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Then came the Indian Emigration Act.
Great efforts were put forth to get indenture
repealed. There was a considerable public agi-
tation. The Bombay meeting fixed 31st May,
1917, asthe date from which onwards indentur-
ed labour should be stopped. Thisis not the
place for narrating how that particular date
came to be selected. A deputation of ladies first
waited upon the Viceroy in connection with
this. | cannot help mentioning here the name
of the high-souled sister, Mrs. Jaiji Petit. It was
she who may be said to have organised this
deputation. Here, too, success tame merely
through preparedness for Satyagraha. But it
is important to remember the distinction that
in this case public agitation was also necessary-
The stopping of indentured labour was very
much more important than the abolition of
the Viramgam customs. Lord Chelmsford
committed a series of blunders beginning
with the passing of the Rowlatt Act. Still, |
think, he was awise ruler. But what Viceroy
can escape for long the influence of the per-
manent officials of the Civil Service?

The third in order came the Champaran
struggle, of which Rajendra Babu has written
a detailed history. Here Satyagraha had
actually to be offered. Mere preparedness for
it did not suffice, as powerful vested interests
were arrayed in opposition. The peace main-
tained by the people of Champaran deserves
to be placed on record. | can bear witness to
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the perfect non-violence of the leaders in
thought, word and deed. Hence it was that
this age-long abuse came to an end in six
months.

The fourth struggle was that of the mill
hands of Ahmedabad. Gujarat is perfectly
familiar with its history. How peaceful the
labourers were! As for the leaders, there can
hardly be anything for me to say. Still |
hold the victory in this case was not quite
pure, as the fast | had to observe, in order to
sustain the labourers in their determination,
exercised indirect pressure upon the mill-
owners. The fast was bound to influence
them, as | enjoyed friendly relations with
them. Still the moral of the fight is clear. If
the labourers carry on their struggle peace-
fully, they must succeed and also win the
hearts of their masters. They have not won
their masters hearts, as they were not inno-
cent inthought, word and deed. They were
non-violent in deed, which is certainly to
their credit.

The fifth was the Kheda struggle. |
cannot say that in this case all the local
leaders of Satyagraha parties adhered to the
pure truth. Peace was certainly maintained.
The non-violence of the peasantry, however,
was only superficial, like that of the mill-
hands. So we came out of the struggle with
bare honour. However, there was a great
awakening among the people. But Kheda
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had not fully grasped the lesson of non-
violence; the mill-hands had not understood
the;true meaning of peace. The people had
therefore to suffer At the time of the Row-
latt Act Satyagraha, | had to confess my
Himalayan blunder, to fast myself and invite
others to do so.

The sixth was in connection with the
Rowlatt Act. Therein our inherent short-
comings came to the surface. But the original
foundation was well and truly laid. We
admitted all our short-comings and did pen-
ance for them. The Rowlatt Act was a dead
letter even, when it was promulgated, and
that black Act was finally even repealed-
This struggle taught us a great lesson.

The seventh was the struggle to right the
Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs and to win
Swarg]. Itisstill going on. And my con-
fidence isunshaken, that if asingle Satyagrahi
holds out to the end, victory is absolutely
certain. .

But the present fight is epic in character.
| have already described our course of uncon-
scious preparation forit. When | took up
theViramgam question, littledid I know that
other fightswere in store. And even about
Viramgam | knew nothing when | wasin
South Africa. That isthe beauty of Satya-
graha. It comes up to oneself, one has not
to go out in search for it. This is a virtue in-
herent in the principle itself. A Dharma-
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yuddha, in which thereare no secrets to be
guarded, no scope for cunning and no place
for untruth, comes unsought; and a man of
religion isever ready for it. A struggle which
has to be previously planned isnot arighteous
struggle. In arighteous struggle God Him-
self plans campaigns and conducts battles.
A Dharma-yuddha can bewaged only in the
name of God, and it is only when the Satya-
grahi feds quite hepless, is apparently
on hislast legsand finds utter darkness all
around him, that God comes to the rescue.
God helps when one feels onesalf humbler
than the very dust under on€s, feet. Only
to the weak and hepless is divine succour
vouchsafed. |

We areyet to realisethistruth, and sol
think the history of Satyagraha in South
Africa will be helpful to us ‘

Thereader will note South African pa-
rallels for all our experiencesin the present
struggle to date. He will also see from this
history that thereisso far no ground what-
ever for despair in thefight that isgoingon.
Theonly condition of victory isa tenacious
adherenceto our programme.

| am writing thisprefaceat Juhu. | wrote
thefirst thirty chaptersof the history in Yera-
vda jail. Shriyut Indulal Yajnik was good
enough towriteto my dictation. The subse
qguent chapters| hopetowritehereafter. | had
mo books of reference in jail. | do not propose
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to get them here either. | have neither the
time nor the inclination to write a regular
detailed history. My only object in writing
this book is that it may be helpful in our
present struggle, and serve as a guide to
any regular historian that may arise in the
future. Although | am writing without
books of reference a hand, | must ask
the reader not to imagine that any single
item in this volume is inaccurate or that
there is the least exaggeration at any point.

JUHU,
S. 1980 Falgun vadi 13th, M. K. GANDHI
2nd April 1924..






SATYAGRAHA IN SOUTH AFRICA






CHAPTER |
GEOGRAPHY

A FRICA isone of the biggest continentsin
theworld. Indiaissaid to be not a coun-
try but a continent, but consdering area

only, one could carve out four or five Indias
out of Africa. Africaisapeninaulalikelndia;
South Africa is thusmainly surrounded by
thesa Thereis a general impresson that
Africaisthehottest part of theearth,and ina
snee thisistrue. The equator pamthrough
themiddleof Africa, and peoplein India can-

not have any idea of the heat in countries
estuated alongthisline. Theheat which wefed
in the extreme south of India gives us some
notion of the heat near the equator. But in
"South Africathereisnothing of that kind, as
it isfar away from theequator. The climate
of many partsthereisso healthy and tempe-
rate that Europeans can settletherein com-
fort, while it isnearly impossble for them to
.settlein India. Moreover, there are lands of
.great elevation in South Africa like Tibet or
K ashmir, but these do not attain a height of
ten to fourteen thousand feet as in Tibet.

«Consequently, the climate is dry and cold
-enough to be endured, and some placesin
:South Africa are highly recommended as
:sanatoria for, consumptives. One of thexis
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Johannesburg, the golden city of South
Africa, Only fifty years ago, the site on which
it now stands was perfectly desolate and
covered with dry grass. But when gold mines
were discovered, houses began to be built
there one after another, asif by magic, and
to-day one finds there handsome and sub--
stantial buildings. The wealthy people of
the place have got trees from the more fertile
tracts of South Africa and from Europe,,
paying as much asa guineafor atree, and
have planted them there. A traveller ignor--
ant of this previous history would imagine
that these trees had been there for all time.

| do not propose to describe all the parts
of South Africa, but will confine myself only
to those parts which are connected with our-
subject-matter. One part of South Africais
under the Portuguese, and the rest under the
British. The part under the Portuguese is
called Delagoa Bay, and thisis the first South
African port for steamers from India. As
we proceed further south, we come to Natal,,
the first British Colony. Its chief sea-port is.
called Port Natal, but we know it as Durban,,
under which name it is generally known all
over South Africa. Durban isthe largest city
in Natal. The capital is Pietermaritzburg,,
situated inland at a distance of about sixty
miles from Durban and at a height of about
two thousand feet above the sealevel. The
climate of Durban is somewhatlike that of -
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Bombay, although rather colder. If we
proceed further inland beyond Natal .we
reach the Transvaal, whose mines supply the
world with the largest amount of gold. Some
year sago diamond mineswere also discovered
there, from which was found the world's
largest diamond. The Cullinan, so called after
the name of the proprietor of the mine,
weighed over 3000 carats, or over 11/3lb.
avoirdupois, while the Kohinoor now weighs
about 100 carats and the Orloff, one of the
Russian crown jewels, about 200 car ats.

But though Johannesburg is the centre of
the gold-mining industry, and has diamond
mines in the* neighbourhood, it is not the
official capital of theTransvaal. The capital
Is Pretoria, at a distance of about thirty-six
miles from Johannesburg. In Pretoria one
chiefly finds officials and politicians and the
population drawn by them. It is, therefore,
a compar atively quiet place, while Johannes-
burg isfull of bustle. Asa visitor from a
quiet village, or for thematter of that a small
town in I ndiato Bombay, would be confound-
ed with the din and roar of the latter place,
even so would a visitor from Pretoria be
affected with Johannesburg. It would be
no exaggeration to say that the citizens of
Johannesburg do not walk but seem asif they
ran. No one has the leisure to look at any one
else, and every one is apparently engrossed
in thinking how to amass the maximum

bl
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wealthinthe minimum of time! If eaving the-
Transvaal we travel further inland towards-
the West, we come to Orange Free State or
Orangia. Itscapital is Bloemfontein, avery
quiet and small town. There are no mines.
in Orangia like those in the Transvaal. A
few hours' railway journey from here takes
us to the boundary of the Cape Colony, the
biggest of all the South African colonies. Its
capital, whichis aso its largest sea-port, is-
known as Cape Town and is situated on the
Cape of Good Hope so called by King John
of Portugal, as after its discovery he hoped
his people would be able to find out a new
and easier way of reaching India, the supreme-
object of all the maritime expeditions of that
age.

Over and above these four principal
British colonies, there are several territories
under British 'protection,’ inhabited by races
which had migrated there before the appear-
ance of Europeans on the scene.

The chief industry of South Africa is
agricultureforwhichitispre-eminentlyfitted..
Some parts of it are delightful and fertile..
The principal grain ismaize, which isgrown
without much labour and forms the staple
food .'of the Negro inhabitants of South
Africa. Wheat dso isgrownin some parts.
South Africais famous for its fruits. Natal
cultivates many varieties of excellent bananas,.
papaiyas andpineapples, and that tooin such
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abundance that they are available to the
poorest of the poor. In Natal as well as other
colonies, oranges, peaches and apricots grow
in such plenty that thousands get them in the
country for the labour of gathering them. The
Cape Colony is the land of grapes and plums.
Hardly any other place grows such fine
grapes, and during the season they can be had
so cheap that even a poor man can have his.
fill. (It is impossible that there should be no
mangoes in places inhabited by Indians.
Indians planted mango trees .in  South
Africa and consequently mangoes also
are available in considerable quantities.
Some varietieés of these can certainly compete
with the best mangoes of Bombay. Vegeta-
bles also are extensively grown in that fertile
country, and it may be said that almost all
the vegetables of India are grown there by
Indians with a palate for home delicacies.

Cattle aso are bred in considerable num-
bers. Cows and oxen there are better built
and stronger than in India. | have been
ashamed, and my heart has often bled, to
find many cows and oxen in India, which
claims to protect the cow, as emaciated as
the people themselves. Although | have
moved about over all par}s of South Africa
with open eyes, | do not remember to have
seen a single emaciated cowor bull.

Not only has Nature showered her other
giftsupon this country, but she has/not been
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stingy in beautifying it with afine landscape.

The scenery of Durban is considered very
beautiful, but that of Cape Town surpasses
it. Cape Town issituated at the foot of the
TableMountain which isneither too highnor
too low. A gifted lady who dotes on South
Africa says in her poem about this mountain
that no other mountain gave her that sense
of the unique which the Table Mountain did.
There may be exaggeration in this. | think
there is. ft But one of her points struck me as
true. She says the Table Mountain standsin
the position of afriend to the citizens of
Cape Town. Not being too high, it does not
inspire awe. People are not compelled to
worship it from afar, but build their
houses upon it and live there. And as it is
just on the seashore, the sea always washes its
foot with its clear waters. Young and old,
men and women, fearlessly move about the
whole mountain, which resounds every day
with thevoices of thousands. Its tall trees
and flowers of fine fragrance and variegated
hues impart such a charm to the mountain
that one can never se too much of it, or
move too much about it. \\

South Africa cannot boast of such
mighty rivers as the - Ganges or the Indus.
The few that are there are comparatively
small The water of rivers cannot reach
many places in that country. No canals
can be taken to the highlands. And how
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can they have canals in the absence of large
rivers? Wherever thereis a deficiency of sur-
facewater in South Africa, artesian wells are
sunk, and water needed for irrigating fields
IS pumped up by windmills and steam-
engines. Agriculture receives much encourage-
ment from Government there. Government
sends out agricultural experts to advise the
cultivators, maintains model farms where ex-
periments are carried on for their benefit,
provides them with good cattle and seed,
bores artesian wellsfor them at very little
cost and permits them to repay this amount
by instalments. Similarly Government erects
barbed wire fences to protect their fields.

As South Africa is tothe south, and
Indiato the north, of the equator, climatic
-conditions there are just the reverse of what
they are here. The seasons occur in a reverse
order. For example, while we have summer
here, South Africais passing through winter.
Rainfall there is uncertain and capricious.
It may occur any time. The average annual
rainfall rarely exceeds twenty inches.



CHAPTERII
HISTORY

THE geographical divisions cursorily
" noticed in the first chapter are not at all
ancient. It has not been possible definitely
to ascertain who were the inhabitants of South
Africain remote times. When the Europeans
settled in South Africa, they found the Ne-
groes there  These Negroes are supposed to
have been the descendants of some of the
daves in America who managed to escape
fromtheir cruel bondage and migrated to
Africa. There are various tribes among them
such asthe Zulus, the Swazis, the Basutos, the
Bechuanas, etc. They have a number of
different languages among them. These Ne-
groes must be regarded astheoriginal inhabi-
tants of South Africa. But South Africa is
such avast country that it can easily support
twenty or thirty times its present population
of Negroes. The distance between Cape Town
and Durban is about eighteen hundred miles
by rail; the distance by sea also isnot less
than one thousand miles. The combined area
of these four colonies is 473,000 square miles.
In 1914 the Negro population in this vast
region was about five millions, while the
Europeans numbered about a million and a
quarter.



HISTORY 19

Among the Negroes, the tallest and the
most handsome are the Zulus. | have delibe-
rately used the epithet 'handsome* in connec-
tion with Negroes. A fair complexion and a
pointed nose represent our ideal of beauty.
If we discard this superstition for a moment,
we feel that the Creator did not spare Him-
self in fashioning the Zulu to perfection. Men
and women are both tall and broad-chested
in proportion to their height. Their muscles
are strong and well set. The calves of the
legs and the arms are muscular and always
well rounded. You will scarcely find a man or
woman walkingwith a stoop or with a hump
back. The lipsare certainly large and thick,,
but as they are in perfect symmetry with the
entire physique, | for one would not say that
they are unshapely. The eyes are round and
bright. The nose is flat and large, such as
would become alarge face, and the curled
hair on the head sets off to advantage the
Zulu's skin which is black and shining like
ebony. If we ask a Zulu to which of the vari-
ous races inhabiting South Africa he will
award the palm for beauty, hewill unhesita-
tingly decidein favour of his own people,
and in this | would not see any want of judg-
ment on his part. The physique of the Zulu
ispowerfully built and finely shaped by
nature without any such effort as is made by jf
Sandow and others in Europe in order toj
develop the,muscles. It isalaw of nature
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that the skin of racesliving near the equator
should be black. And if webelievethat there
must be beauty in everything fashioned by
nature, we would not only steer clear of all
narrow and one-sided conceptions of beauty,
but we inIndia would be free from the im-
proper sense of shame and dislike which we
feel for our own complexionifit isanything
but fair.

The Negroes live in round hutsbuilt of
wattle and daub. The huts have a single
round wall and are thatched with hay. A
pillar inside supports the roof. A low en-
trance throughwhich one can_ passonly by
bending oneself is the only aperture for the
passage of air. Theentrance israrely provid-
ed with adoor. Like ourselves, the Negroes
plaster the walls and the floor with earth and
animal dung. It is said the Negroes cannot
make anything square in shape. They have
trained their eyesin seeing and makingonly
round things. We never find nature drawing
straight lines or rectilineal figures, and these
innocent children of nature derive all their
knowledge from their experience of her.

Thefurniturein the hut is in keeping
with the simplicity of the place. Therewould
be noroom for tables, chairs, boxes, and such
other things, and even now these things are
rarely seen in a hut.

Before the advent of European civilisa-
tion, Negroes used to wear animal skins,
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which also served them as carpets, bedsheete
and quilts. Now-a-days they use blankets.
Before British rule men as well aswomen
moved about almost in a state of nudity.
Even now many do the same in the
country. They cover the private partswith
apiece of skin. Some dispense even with
this. But let not any oneinfer from thisthat
these people cannot control their senses.
Where a large society follows a parti-
cular custom, it is quite possible that the
custom is quite harmless even if it seems
highly improper to the members of another
society. These Negroes have no time to be
staring at one anothér. When  Shukadeva
passed by the side of women bathing in a
state of nudity, asthe author of the Bhaga-.
vata tells ushis own mind was quite un-
ruffled; nor were the women at all agitated or
affected by a sense of shame. | do not think
there is anything supernatural in this account.
If, in India, to-day there should be none who
would be equally pure on a like occasion, that
does not st alimit to man's striving after
purity, but only argues our own degradation.
It isonly vanity which makes us look upon
the Negroes as savages.They are not the
barbarians we imagine them to be.

The law requires Negro women to cover
themselves from the chest to the knees when
they go to atown. They are thus obliged to
wrap a piece of cloth round their body.
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Consequently pieces of that size command a
large sale in South Africa, and thousands of
such blankets or sheets are imported from
Europe every year. The men are similarly
required to cover themselves from the waist
to the knees. Many, therefore, have taken to
the practice of wearing second-hand clothing
from Europe. Others wear a sort of knickers
with afastening tape. All these clothes are
imported from Europe.

The staple food of the Negroes is maize,
and meat when available. Fortunately, they
know nothing about spices or condiments. |f
they find spices in their food, or even that
it is coloured by turmeric, they will turn their
nose, and those among them who are |ooked
upon as quite uncivilised will not so much as
touch it. It is no uncommon thing for a
Zulu to take at atime one pound of boiled
maizewith alittle salt. He is quite content to
live upon porridge madefrom crushed mealies
boiled in water. Whenever he can get meat,
he eats it, raw or cooked, boiled or roasted,
with only salt. He will not mind taking the
flesh of any animal.

The Negro languages are named after
the various tribes. The art of writing was
recently introduced by Europeans. There is
nothing like a Negro alphabet. The Bible
and other books have now been printed in
the Negro languages in Roman character.
The Zulu language is very sweek Most words
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Shd with the sound of broad 'a; so the lan-
guage sounds soft and pleasing to the ear. 1
hate heard and read that there is both mean-
the lew words which | happened to pick up,
| think thisstatement isjust. There are for
most of the places sweet and poetical Negro
names, whose European equivalents | have
mentioned. | am sorry | do not remember
them and so cannot present them here to the
reader.

According to the Christian missionaries,
the Negroes had not before, and have not now,
any Religion at all. But taking the word
religion in awide sense, we can say that the
Negroes do believe in and worship a supreme
Being beyond human comprehension. They
fear this power too. They aredimly conscious
-of the fact that the dissolution of the body
does not mean the utter annihilation of a
person. If we acknowledge morality as the
basis of religion, the Negroesbeing moral
may be held even to be religious. They have
a perfect grasp of the distinction betweén
truth and falsehood. It is doubtful whether
Europeansor ourselves practise truthfulness to
the same extent as the Negroes intheir primi-
tivestate do. They have no templesor anything
else of that kind. There are many supersti-
tions among them as among other races.

The reader will be surprised to learn,
that this rags, which is second to none in the
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world in point of physical strength, is so
timid that a Negro is afraid at the sight even
of aEuropean child. If some one amsa
revolver at him, he will either flee or will be
too stupefied to have the power even of fright.
There iscertainly reason for this. The notion
iIsfirmly impressed on the Negro mind, that
it isonly by some magic that a handful of
Europeans have been able to subdue such a
numerous and savage race as themselves.
The Negro was well acquainted with the use
of the spear, and the bow and arrows. Of
these he has been deprived. He had never
seen, never fired, agun. No match is needed
nothing more has to be done beyond moving
afinger and yet a small tubeall at once emits
asound, a flash is seen, and a bullet wounds
and causes the death of a person in anin-
stant. Thisis something the Negro cannot
understand. So he stands in mortal terror of
those who wield such a weapon. He and his
forefathers before him have seen that such
bullets have taken the lives of many helpless
and innocent Negroes. Many do not know
even now how this happens.

"Civilisation' is gradually making head-
way among the Negroes. Pious missionaries
deliver to them the message of Christ
as they have understood it, open schools
for them, and teach them how to read
and write. But many who, being illi-
terate and therefore strangers to civilisa-
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tion, were so far free from many vices,
have now become corrupt. Hardly any
Negro who has come in contact with civilisa-
tion has escaped the evil of drink. And
when his powerful physique is under the
influence of liquor, he becomes perfectly
insane and commits all manner of crimes.
That civilisation must lead to the multiplica-
tion of wantsis ascertain asthat two and
two make four. In order to increase the
Negro's wants or to teach him the value of
labour, a poll tax and a hut tax have been
imposed upon him. If these imposts were
not levied, thisrace of agriculturists living
on their farms would not enter mines hund-
reds of feet deep in order to extract gold or
diamonds, and if their labour were not
available for the mines, gold as well as
diamonds would remain in the bowels of the
earth. Likewise, the Europeans would find
it difficult to get any servants, if no such tax
was imposed. The result has been that
thousands of Negro miners suffer, along with
other diseases, from a kind of pthisis called
'miners’ pthisis.'" This is a fatal disease.
Hardly any of those who fall in its clutches
recover. The reader can easily imagine what
self-restraint thousands of men living in
-mines away from their families can possibly
exercise. They consequently fall easy victims
to venereal disease. Not that -thoughtful
Europeans of'South Africa are not aliveto
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this serious question. Some of them definite-
ly hold it can hardly be claimed that civilisa-
tion has, all things considered, exercised a
wholesome influence on thisrace. Asfor the
evil effects, he who runs may read them.
About four hundred years ago the Dutch
founded a settlement in this great country,
then inhabited by such asimple and unso-
phisticated race. They kept slaves. Some
Dutchmen from Javawith their Malay saves
.entered the country which we now know as
-Cape Colony. » These Malays are Mussalmans.
They have Dutch blood in their veins and
inherit some of the qualities of the Dutch.
They are found scattered throughout South
Africa, but Cape Town is their stronghold.
Some of them to-day are in the service of
Europeans, while others follow independent
.avocations. Malay women are very indus-
trious and intelligent. They are generally
.Cleanly in their ways of living. They are
-experts in laundry work and sewing. "The
men carry on some petty trade. Many drive
hackney carriages. Some have received
higher English education. One of them is
the well-known Doctor Abdul Rahman of
-Cape Town. He was a member of the old
.Colonial legislature at Cape Town. Under
the new constitution this right of entering
-the Parliament has been taken away.

While giving a description of the Dutch,
1 incidentally said something about the
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Malays. But let us now se how the Dutch
progressed. The Dutch have been as skilful
.cultivators as they have been brave soldiers.
They saw that the country around them was
highly suited for agriculture. They aso saw
that the 'natives' easily maintained them-
-selves by working for only a short time
during the year. Why should they not force
these people to labour for them ? The Dutch
had guns. They knew strategy. They also
knew how to tame human beings |ike other
.animals and they believed that their religion
did not object to their doing so. They thus
commenced agriculture with the labour of the
South African 'natives' without so much as a
doubt as to the morality of their action.

As the Dutch were in search of good
lands for their own expansion, so were the
English who also gradually arrived on the
scene. The English and the Dutch were of
course cousins. Their characters and ambi-
tionswere similar. Pots from the same pottery
.are often likely to clash against each other.
So these two nations, while gradually advanc-
ing their respective interests and subduing
the Negroes, came into collision. There were
disputes and then battles between them. The
English suffered a defeat at Majuba Hill.
Majuba left a sorenesswhich assumed a seri-
ous form and came to a head in the Boer war
which lasted from 1899 to 1902. And when
General Cronje surrendered, Lord Roberts
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was able to cable to Queen Victoria that
Majuba had been avenged. But when there
occurred thisfirst collision between the two-
nations previous to the Boer War, many of
the Dutch were unwilling to remain under
even the nominal authority of the British and
therefore 'trekked' into the unknowninterior
of South Africa. This was the genesis of the
Transvaal and the Orange Free State.

These Dutch cameto be known as Boers.
in South Africa. They have preserved their
language by clinging to it asachild clings to-
its mother. They have an intenserealisation
of the close relation between their language
and their liberty. In spite of many attacks,
they have preserved their mother tongue in-
tact. The language assumed a new formsuit-
ed to the genius of the Boers. Asthey could
not keep up very close relations with Hol-
land, they began to speak a patois derived
from the Dutch as the JPrakrits axe derived
from Sanskrit. And not wishing to impose
an unnecessary burden upon their children,
they have given a permanent shape to this
patois known as Taal. Their books are
writtenin Taal, their children are educated
through it, and Boer members of the Union
Parliament make it a point to deliver their
gpeechesinit. After the formation of the
Union, Taal or Dutch and English are offi-
cially treated on a footing of equality
throughout South Africa, so much so that the
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Government Gazettes and records of Parlia-
ment must be in both languages.

The Boers are simple, frank and religious.
They settle in the midst of extensive farms.
We can have no idea of the extent of these
farms. A farm with us means generally an
acreor two, and sometimes even less. In
South Africa a single farmer has hundreds
-or thousands of acres of land in his posses
sion. He is not anxious to put all this under
cultivation at once, and if any one argues
with him, he will say, 'Let it lie fallow. Lands
which now lie fallow will be cultivated by our
children.'

Every Boer isa good fighter, However
much the Boers might quarrel among them-
selves, their liberty is so dear to them, that
when it isin danger, all get ready and fight
as one man. They do not need elaborate dril-
Ting, as fighting isa characteristic of the
whole nation. General Smuts, General De
Wet, and General Hertzog are all of them
great lawyers, great farmers and equally great
soldiers. General Botha had one farm of nine
thousand acres. He was familiar with all the
intricacies of agriculture. When he went to
Europe in connection with negotiations for
peace, it was said of him that there was hard-
ly any one in Europe who wasas good ajudge
of sheep as he was. General Botha had suc-
ceeded the late President Kruger. His know-
ledge of English was excellent; still when he
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met the King and ministers in England, he
always preferred to talk in his own mother
tongue. Who can say that this was not the
proper thing to do? Why should he run therisk
of committing a mistake in order to display
his knowledge of English? Why should he
allow his train of thought to be disturbed in
the search for the right word? The British
ministers might quite unintentionally employ
some unfamiliar English idiom, he might not
understand what they meant, be led into giv-
ing the Wrong reply and get confused; and
thus his cause would suffer.  Why should he
commit such a serious blunder?

Boer women are as brave and simple as
the men. If the Boers shed their blood in the
Boer war, they were able to offer this sacrifice
owing to the courage of their womenfolk and
the inspiration they received from them. The
women were not afraid of widowhood and re--
fused to waste a thought upon the future.

| have stated above that the Boers are
religiously minded Christians. But it can-
not be said that they believe in the New Tes-
tament. As a matter of fact Europe does not
believe init; still in. Europe they do claim to
respect it, although a few only know and ob--
serve Christ's religion of peace. But as to the
Boers it may be said that they know the New
Testament only by name. They read the Old
Testament with devotion and know by heart
the descriptions of battles it contains.  They
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fully Accept Moses doctrine of an 'eye for an
eye and a tooth for atpoth." And they act
accordingly.

(Boer women understood that their reli-
gion required them to suffer in order to pre-
serve  their independence, and therefore
patiently and cheerfully endured all hard-
ships.Lord Kitchener left no stone unturned
in order to break their spirit. He confined
them in separate concentration camps, where
they underwent indescribable sufferings. They
starved, they suffered biting cold and scorch-
ing heat. Sometimes a soldier intoxicated
with liquor or maddened by passion might
even assault these unprotected women. Still
the brave Boer women did not flinch. And
at Tast, King Edward wroteto” L ord" Kitche-
ner, saying that he could not tolerate it, and
that if it wasthe only means of reducing the
Boers to submission, he would prefer any sort
of peace to continuing the war in that
fashion, and asking the General to bring the
war to a speedy end.

When this cry of anguish reached Eng-
land, the English people were deeply pained,
They werefull of admiration for the bravery
of the Boers. The fact that such a small na--
tionality should sustain aconflict with their
world-wide empire was rankling in their
minds. But when the cry of agony raised
by the women in the concentration camps
reached England not through themselves, not
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through their men,—they were fighting vali-
antly on the battlefield,—but through a few
high-souled Englishmen and women who
were then in South Africa, the English
people began to relent. The late Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman read the mind of
the English nation, and raised his voice
against the war. The late Mr. Stead publicly
prayed and invited others to pray, that God
‘might decree the English a defeat in the
war. This was a wonderful sight. Real
suffering bravely borne melts even a heart of
stone. such iSthe potency of suffering,or
tapas. And there lies the key to Satyagraha.
The result was that the peace ~of
Vereeniging was concluded, and eventually
all the four colonies of South Africa were
united under one Government. Although
every Indian who reads newspapers knows
about this peace, there are a few facts con-
nected with it, which perhaps are not within
the knowledge of many. The Union did not
immediately follow the peace, but each colony
had its own legislature. The ministry was
not fully responsible to the legislature. The
Transvaal and the Free State were governed
on Crown Colony lines. Generals Botha and
Smuts were not the men to be satisfied with
such restricted freedom. They kept aloof from
the Legislative Council. They non-co-operat-
ed. They flatly refused to have .anything to
do with the Government. Lord Milner made
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a pungent speech, in the course of which he
said that General Botha need not have
attached so much importance to himself. The
country's Government could well be carried
on without him. Lord Milner thus decided
to stage Hamlet without the Prince of
Denmark.

| have written in unstinted praise of the
bravery, the love of liberty and the self-
sacrifice_of the Boers. But | did not intend
to convey the impression that there were no
differences of opinion among them during
their days of trial, or that there were no
weak-kneed persons among them. Lord
Milner succeeded in setting up a party among
the Boers who were easy to satisfy, and per-
suaded himself to believe that he could make
a success of the legislature with their assis
tance. Even a stage play cannot be managed
without the hero: and an administrator in
this matter-of-fact world who ignores the
central figure in the situation he has to
deal with and still expects to succeed can
only be described as insane. Such indeed
was the case of Lord Milner. It was said that
though he indulged in bluff, he found it so
difficult to govern the Transvaal and the Free
State without the assistance of General Botha,
that he was often seen in his garden in an
anxious and excited state of mind. General
Botha distinctly stated that by the treaty of
Vereeniging, as he understood it, the Boers

3 ’ )
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were immediately entitled to complete
internal autonomy. He added, that had that
not been the case, he would never have signed
the treaty. Lord Kitchener declared in
reply that he had given no such pledge to
General Botha. The Boers, he said, would be
gradually granted full self-government as
they proved their loyalty! Now who wasto
judge between these two? How could one
expect General Botha to agree if arbitration
was suggested ? The decision arrived at in the
matter by the Imperial Government of the
time was very creditable tothem. They con-
ceded that the stronger party should accept
the interpretation of the agreement put upon
it by the other and weaker party. According
to the principles of justice and truth, thatis
the correct canon of interpretation. | may
have meant to say anything, but | must
concede that my speech or writing was
intended to convey the meaning ascribed
to it by my hearer or reader in so far
as he is concerned. We often break this
golden rulein our lives. Hence arise many
of our disputes, and half-truth, which isworse
than untruth, is made to do duty for truth.

' Thus when truth,—in the present case
General Botha,—fully triumphed, he set to
work. Allthecolonieswereeventually united,
and South Africa obtained full self-govern-
ment. Itsflagisthe Union Jack, it is shown
in red on maps, and yet it is no exaggeration
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to say that South Africa iscompletely inde-
pendent. The British Empire cannot receive
asingle farthing from South Africa without
the consent of its Government. Not only
that, but British ministers have conceded
that if South Africa wishes to remove the
Union Jack and to be independent even in
name, there is nothing to prevent it from
doing so. And if the Boers have so far not
taken this step, there are strong reasons for
it. For one thing, the Boer leaders are
shrewd and sagacious men. They see
nothing improper in maintaining with the
British Empire a partnership in which they
have nothing to lose. But there is another
practical reason. In Natal the English pre-
ponderate, in Cape Colony there is a large
population of Englishmen though they do
not outnumber the Boers; in Johannesburg
the English element is predominant. This
being the casg if the Boers seek to establish
an Independent Republic in South Africa,
the result would be internecine strife and
possibly acivil war. South Africa, therefore,
continues to rank as adominion of the British
Empire.

Theway in which the Constitution of
the Union was framed is worthy of note. A
National Convention, composed of delegates
representative of all parties appointed by the
Colonial legislatures, unanimously prepared
adraft Constitution and the British Parlia-
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ment had to approve it in its entirety. A
member of the-House of Commons drew the
attention of the House to a grammatical
mistake and suggested that it should be
rectified. The late Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, while rejecting the suggestion,,
observed that faultless grammar was not
essential to carrying on a government, that
the Constitution was framed asa result of
negotiations between the British Cabinet and
the ministers of South Africaand that they
did not reserve even the right of correcting
agrammatical error to theBritishParliament.
Consequently, the Constitution recast in the
form of an Imperial bill passed through
both Houses of Parliament, just as it was,
without the slightest alteration.

There is one more circumstance worthy
of notice in this connection. There are some
provisions in the Act of Union which would
appear meaningless to the lay reader. They
have led to agreat increase in expenditure.
This had not escaped the notice of the
framers of the Constitution; but their object
was not to attain perfection, but by compro-
mise to arrive at an understanding and to
make the Constitution a success. That iswhy
the Union has four capitals, no colony being
prepared to part with its own capital.
Similarly, although the old colonial legisla-
tureswereabolished, Provincial Councilswith
subordinate and delegated functions were
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set up. And though Governorships were
abolished, officers corresponding to the rank
-of a Governor and styled provincial admini-
strators were appointed. Every one knows
that four local legislatures, four capitals
and four Governors are unnecessary and
serve for mere show. But the shrewd
statesmen of South Africa did not mind it.
The arrangement is showy and entails addi-
tional expenditure, but union wasdesirable
and therefore the statesmen did what they
thought fit, regardless of outside criticism
and got it approved by the British Parlia-
ment.

| have endeavoured to sketch very briefly
the history of South Africa, as without it, it
appeared to me difficult to explain the inner
meaning of the great Satyagraha struggle.
It now remains to be seen how the Indians
came to this country and struggled against
their adversities before the inauguration of
Satyagraha.



CHAPTER 111
INDIANS ENTER SOUTH AFRICA

W saw in the preceding chapter how the
English arrived. They settled in Natal,
where they obtained some concessions

fromtheZulus. They observed, that excellent

sugarcane, tea and coffee could be grown in

Natal. Thousands of labourers would be needed

in order to grow such crops on a large scale,

which was clearly beyond the capacity of a

handful of colonists. They offered induce-

ments and then threats to the Negroes in
order to make them work, but in vain, as
slavery had been then abolished. The Negra

Is not used to hard work. He can easily main-

tain himself by working for six months in

the year. Why then should he bind himself to
an employer for along term? The English
settlers could not get on at all with their
plantations in the absence of a stable labour
force. They therefore opened negotiations
with the Government of India and requested
their help for the supply of labour. That

Government complied with their request, and

the first batch of indentured labourers from

India reached Natal on |6th November 1860,

truly afateful date for this history; hadit not

been for this, there would have been no

Indians and therefore no Satyagfaha in South
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Africa, and this book would have remained
unwritten.

In my opinion, the Government of India
were not well advised in taking the action
they did. The British officials in India con-
sciously or unconsciously were partial to their
brethren in Natal. It is true that as many
terms as possible, purportingto safeguard the
labourers' interests, were entered in thein-
dentures. Fairly good arrangements were
made for their board. But adequate, considera-
tion was not given to the question as to how
these illiterate labourers who had gone to a
distant land were to seek redress if they had
any grievances. No thought was given to
their religious needs or to the preservation of
their morality. The British officials in India
did not consider that although slavery had
been abolished by law, employers could not
be free from a desire to make daves of their
employees. They did not realise, as they
ought to haverealised, that the labourerswho
had gone to Natal would become slavesfor a
term. The late Sir W. W. Hunter, who had
deeply studied these labour conditions, used
aremarkable phrase in this connection. Writ-
ing about the Indian labourersin Natal, he
said that theirs was a state of semi-slavery.
On another occasion, in the course of a letter,
he described their condition as bordering on
slavery. And tendering evidence before a
commission in Natal, the most prominent
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European in that Colony, the late Mr.
Harry Escombe, admitted as much. Testi-
mony to the same effect can be readily
gathered from the statements of leading
Europeans in Natal, most of which were
incorporated in the memorials on the subject
submitted to the Government of India. But
the fates would have their course. And the
steamer which carried those labourers to
Natal carried with them the seed of the great
Satyagraha. movement.

1 have not the space here in the present
volume to narrate how the labourers were
deluded by Indian recruiting agents connect-
edwith Natal; how under the influence of
such delusion they left the mother country;
how their eyes were opened on reaching
Natal; how still they continued to stay there;
how others followed them; how they broke
through all the restraints which religion or
morality imposes, or to be more accurate, how
these restraints gave way, and how the very
distinction between a married woman and a
concubine ceased to exist among these un-
fortunate people. '

When the news that indentured labourers
had gone to Natal reached Mauritius, Indian
traders having connection with such labourers
wereinducedtofollowthem there. Thousands
of Indians, labourers as well as traders, have
settled in Mauritius which is on the way to
Natal from India. An Indian trader in
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Mauritius, the late Sheth Abubakar Amod,
thought of opening ashop in Natal, The
Englishin Natal had then no idea as to what
Indian traders were capable of, nor did they
-.care. They had been able to raise very pro-
fitable crops of sugarcane, tea, coffeg, etc.,
with the assistance of indentured labour.
They manufactured sugar, and in a surpri-
singly short time supplied South Africa with
sugar, tea, and coffee in modest proportions.
They made so much money that they built
palatial mansions for themselves and turned
a wilderness into averitablegarden. In such
circumstances they naturally did not mind
that an honest and plucky trader like
Abubakar Sheth settled in their midst. Add
to this that an Englishman actually joined
him as partner. Abubakar Sheth carried on
trade and purchased land, and the story of
his prosperity reached Porbandar, his native
place, and the country around. Other Memans
.consequently reached Natal. Borahs from
Surat followed them. These traders needed
.accountants, and Hindu accountants from
Gujarat and Kathiawad accompanied them.

Two classes of Indians thus settled in
Natal, first free traders and their free ser-
vants, and secondly indentured labourers. In
course of time the indentured labourers had
children. Although not bound to labour, these
.children were affected by several stringent
provisions of the colonial law; How can the
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children of dlaves escape the brand of slavery ?"
The labourers went to Natal under indenture
for a period of five years. They were under
no obligation to labour after the expiry of’
that period, and were entitled to work as
free labourers or trade in Natal, and settle
there, if they wished. Some elected to do so
while others returned home. Those who
remained in Natal cameto be known as ' Free
Indians." It is necessary to understand the
peculiar position of this class. They were
not admitted to all the rights enjoyed by the
entirely free Indians spoken of above. For-
instance, they were required to. obtain a pass
iIf they wanted to go from one place to
another, and if they married and desired
that the marriage should be recognised as
valid in law, they were required to register
it with an official known as Protector of’
Indian Immigrants. They wereaso subject
to other severe restrictions.

The Indian traders saw that they could
trade not only with indentured labourers,,
and ' Free Indians' but with the Negroes as
well- Indian traders were a source of great
convenience to the Negroes, who very much
feared the European traders. The European
trader wanted to trade with the Negro, but it
would be too much for Negro customers tc>
expect courtesy at his hands. They might
think it agreat good fortune if he gave them
full consideration for their money. Some of "
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them had the bitter experience that they
purchased an article worth four shillings
placed a sovereign on the counter, and
received four shillingsas balance instead of
sixteen, and sometimes even nothing what-
ever. If the poor Negro asked for the balance
or showed how the amount paid him was less
than his due, the reply would be gross abuse.
He might thank his stars if things stopped
there; otherwise the abuse would be rein-
forced by'a blow or akick. | do not mean to
suggest that all English traders behaved
like this. But it can safely be asserted that
the number of such cases was fairly large.
On the other hand, Indian traders had a
good word for the Negroes and even laughed
with them. The simple Negro would like to
enter the shop and handle and examine the
goods he wanted to purchase. Indian traders
permitted all this. It is true that in this
they were not actuated by altruistic motives,
it may have had something to do with their
self-interest. The Indian might not miss the
opportunity, if it offered, of cheating hisNegro
customer, but his courtesy made him popular
with the Negroes. Moreover, the Negro
never feared the Indian traders. On the
other hand, cases have occured in which an
Indian tried to cheat Negroes, but on being
detected, wasroughly handled by them. And
more often Negro customers have been heard
to abuse Indian traders. Thus, so far as
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Indians and Negroes are concerned, it is the
former who fear the latter. The result
was that trade with Negroes proved very
profitable to Indian traders. And the Ne-
groes were to be found throughout South
Africa.

There were Boer republics in the Trans-
vaal and the Orange Free State during the
eighties of the last century. | need scarcely
say that in these republics the Negro had no
power, it was all aWhite men'saffair. Indian
traders had heard that they could aso trade
with the Boers, who, being simple, frank and
unassuming, would 'not thinkit below their
dignity to deal with Indian traders. - Several
Indian traders therefore proceeded to the
Transvaal and the Free State and opened
shops there. As therewere no railwaysthere
at the time, traders earned large profits. The
expectations of the Indian traderswere ful-
filled and they carried on considerable trade
with the Boers and the Negroes ascustomers.
Similarly several Indian traders went to
the Cape Colony and beganto earnfairly well.
The Indians were thus distributed in all the
four colonies in small numbers.

Absolutely free Indians now number bet-
ween forty to fifty thousands, while the Tree
Indians' so called, that is, the labourers
who are freed from their indentures and
their descendants, number about a hundred
thousand.



CHAPTER IV
A REVIEW OF THE GRIEVANCES
Natal

THE European planters of Natal wanted
only slaves. They could not afford to have
labourers who, after serving their term,
could befree to competewith them to however
small an extent. No doubt the indentured
labourers had gone to Natal, as they had not
been very successful in agriculture or other
pursuitsin India. Still it is not to be sup-
posed that they had no knowledge of agri-
culture or that they did not understand the
value of land. They found that if they grew
only vegetables in Natal, they could earn
good incomes, and that their earnings would
be still better if they owned asmall piece of
land. Many, therefore, on the termination
of their indentures, began to pursue some
trade or other on a small scale. Thiswas, on
the whole, advantageous to the settlers in
Natal. Various kinds of vegetables, which
had not been grown before for want of a
competent class of cultivators, became now
available. Other kinds, which had been grown
in small quantities, could now be had in
abundance. The result was a fall in the price
.of vegetables. But the European planters did
not relish this new development. They felt
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they now had competitorsin afieldinwhich
they believed they had a monopoly. A
movement was, therefore, set on foot against
these poor time-expired labourers. The
reader will be surprised to learn, that while
on the one hand the Europeans demanded
more and more labourers and easily took in
as many of them as went from India, on the
other hand they started an agitation to
harass ex-indentured labourers in a variety of
ways. This was the reward for their skill
and hard toil!

The movement assumed many forms.
One st of agitators demanded that the
labourers who completed their indentures
should be sent back to India, and‘that there-
fore fresh labourers arriving in Natal from
that time forward should have a new clause
entered in their indentures, providing for
their compulsory return to India at the expi-
ration of their term of service unless they
renewed their indentures. A second set ad-
vocated the imposition of aheavy annual
capitation tax on the labourers ;who did not
re-indenture themselves at the end of the
first period of fiveyears. Both, however, had
the same object in view, namely, by hook
or crook to make it impossible for ex-inden-
tured labourers to live asfree menin Natal
in any circumstance. This agitation attained
such serious dimensions, that the Govern-
ment of Natal appointed acommission. As
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the demands of both these classes of agitators
were quite unfair, and as the presence of the
.ex-indentured labourers was clearly beneficial
to the entire population from an econo-
mic standpoint, the independent evidence
recorded by the commission was against
the agitators, who thus failed to achieve
any tangible result for the time being.
But as fire, although extinguished, leaves
atrail behind it, the agitation created some
impression on the Government of Natal. How
could it be otherwise? The Government of
Natal were friendly to the planters. They
therefore communicated with the Govern-
ment of India’and laid before them the pro-
posals of both the sets of agitators. But the
Government of 'India could not all atonce
accept proposalswhich would reduce inden-
tured labourers to perpetual slavery. One
justification or excuse for sending labourers
to such afar-off land under indenture was.
that the labourers, after completing the
indentures, would become free to develop
their powers fully and consequently improve
their economic condition. As Natal then
was still a Crown Colony, the Colonial Office
was fully responsible for its government.
Natal, therefore, could not look for help
from that quarter too in satisfying its unjust
demands. For this and similar reasons a
movement was set on foot to attain respon-
sible government, which was eventually con-
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ferred on Natal in 1893. Natal now began to-
feel its strength. The Colonial Office too
would not any longer find it difficult to accept
whatever demands Natal might choose to
make. Delegates from the new responsible
Government of Natal came toIndia to confer
with the Government of India. They proposed
the imposition of an annual poll tax of twenty
five pounds, or three hundred and seventy
five rupees, on every Indian who had been
freed from indenture. It wasevident that no
Indian labourer could pay such an exorbitant
tax and live in Natal as a free man. Lord
Elgin, the Governor-General of India, consi-
dered that the amount was excessive, and ul ti-
mately he accepted an annual polltax of three
pounds. Thiswas equivalent to nearly six
months' earnings on the indenture scale.
The tax was levied, not only on the labourer
himself, but also upon hiswife, hisdaughters
aged thirteen years or upwards, and his sons
aged sixteen years or upwards. There was
hardly any labourer who had not a wife and
a couple of children. Thus, as a genera
rule, every labourer was required to pay an
annual tax of twelve pounds. It is impossible
to describe the hardships that this tax en-
tailed. Only those, who actually underwent
the hardships, could realise them, and only
those who witnessed their sufferings could
have some idea of them. The Indians carried
on a powerful agitation against this action
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of the Government of Natal. Memorials
were submitted to the Imperial Government
and the Government of India, but to no
purpose except for the reduction in the
amount of the tax. What could the poor
labourers do or understand in this matter ?
The agitation on their behalf was carried on
by the Indian traders, actuated by motives of
patriotism or of philanthropy.

Free Indians fared no better. The
European traders of Natal carried on a simi-
lar agitation against them for mainly the
same reasons. Indian traders were well
established. They acquired lands in good
localities. As the number of freed labourers,
began to increase, there was alarger and
larger demand for the class of goods required
by them. Bags of rice were imported from
India in their thousands and sold at a good
profit. Naturally thistrade was largely in
the hands of Indians who had besides a fair
share of the trade with Zulus. They thus
became an eyesore to petty European traders.
Again, some Englishmen pointed out to the
Indian traders, that according to law, they
were entitled to vote in the elections for the
Legislative Assembly of Natal, and to stand
as candidates for the same. Some Indians,
therefore, got their names entered on the
electoral roll. This made the European politi-
cians of Natal join the ranks of anti-Indians.
They doubted whether the Europeans could
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stand in competition with Indians if the
Indians' prestige increased, and if their posi-
tion was consolidated, in Natal. The first
step, therefore, taken by the responsible
Government of Natal in connection with
free Indians was that they decided to enact
alaw, disfranchising all Asiatics save those
who were then rightly contained in any
voters' list. A bill to that effect was first
introduced into the Legislative Assembly of
Natal in 18%4. This was based on the
principle of excluding Indians as Indians
from the franchise, and was in Natal the first
piece of legislation affecting them in which
racial distinction was made. Indians resisted
this measure. A memorial was prepared
during one night and four hundred signatures
were appended to it. When the memorial
was submitted to the Legislative Assembly
of Natal, that body was startled. But thebill
was passed all the same. A memorial bearing
ten thousand signatures was submitted to
Lord Ripon who was then Secretary of State
for the Colonies. Ten thousand signatures
meant almost the total population at the
time of free Indians in Natal. Lord Ripon
disallowed the bill and declared that the
British Empire could not agree to the
establishment of a colour bar in legislation.
The reader will be in a position later on to
appreciate how great was this victory for
Indians. The Natal Government, therefore,
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brought forward another bill, removingracial
distinction but indirectly disqualifying
Indians. Indians protested against this as
well but without success. This new bill was
.ambiguous in meaning. Indians were in a
position to carry it finally to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council with aview
to itsinterpretation ; but they did not think
it advisable to do so. | still think that they
did the right thing in avoiding this endless
litigation. It was no small thing that the
.colour bar was not allowed to be set up.

But the planters and the Government of
Natal were not likely to stop there. To nip
the political power of Indians in the bud
was for them the indispensable first step;
but the real point of their attack was Indian
trade and free Indian immigration. They
were uneasy at the thought of the Europeans
in Natal being swamped if India with its
teeming millionsinvaded Natal. The appro-
ximate population of Natal at the time was
400,000 Zulus and 40,000 Europeans as against
60,000 indentured, 10,000 ex-indentured and
10,000 free Indians. The Europeans had no
solid grounds for their apprehensions, but it
IS impossible to convince by argument men
who have been seized with vague terrors. As
they were ignorant of the helpless condition
of India and of the manners and customs of
the Indian people, they were under the im-
pression that the Indians were as adven-
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turous and resourceful as themselves. They
could scarcely be blamed if they thus made a
bugbear for themselves of the vast popula-
tion of India in comparison with their own
small numbers. However that may be, the
result of the successful opposition to the dis-
franchising bill was, that in two other laws
passed by the Natal Legislature it had to
avoid racial distinction and to attainitsend
in an indirect manner. The position, there-
fore, was not as bad as it might have been.
On this 'occasion too Indians offered a
strenuous resistance, but the laws were enact-
ed nevertheless. One of these imposed severe
restrictions on Indian trade and the other
on Indian immigration in Natal. The subs-
tance of the first Act was that no one could
trade without a licence issued by an official
appointed in accordance with its provisions.
In practice any European could get alicence
while the Indian had to face no end of
difficulty in the matter. He had to engage a
lawyer and incur other expenditure. Those
who could not afford it had to go without a
licence. The chief provision of the other
Act was that only such immigrants as were
able to pass the education test in a European
language could enter the Colony. This
closed the doors of Natal against crores of
Indians. Lest | might inadvertently do the
Government of Natal an injustice, | must
state that the Act further provided that an
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Indian resident in Natal for three years be-
fore the passing of that Act might obtain a
certificate of domicile enabling him to leave
the Colony and return at any time with his
wife and minor children without being re-
quired to pass the education test.

The indentured and free Indians in
Natal were and still are subject to other dis-
abilities, both legal and extra-legal, in addi-
tion to those described above. But | do not
think it necessary to tax the reader with a
recital of them. | propose to give such de-
tails only as are essential to a clear under-
standing of the subject. A history of the
condition of Indians in different parts of
South Africa would take up much space.
But that is beyond the scope of the present
volume.



CHAPTER V
A REVIEW OF THE GRIEVANCES
The Transvaal and other Colonies

S in Natal, so in the other Colonies anti-
Indian prejudice had more or less begun

to grow even before 1880. Except in the
Cape Colony, the general opinion held was
that as labourers the Indians were all right,
but it had become an axiom with many Euro-
peans that the immigration of free Indians
was purely a disadvantage to South Africa.
The Transvaal was a republic. For Indians
to declare their British citizenship before its
President was only to invite ridicule. If they
had any grievance, all they could do was to
bring it to the notice of the British Agent at
Pretoria. Still the wonder is that when the
Transvaal came under the British flag, there
was none from whom Indians could expect
even such assistance as the Agent rendered
when the Transvaal was independent..
When during Lord Morley's tenure of the
office of the Secretary of State for India, a
deputation on behalf of the Indians waited
upon him, he declared in so many words that
as the members of the deputation were aware,,
the Imperial Government could exercise but
little control over self-governing dominions.
They could not dictate to then?; they could
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plead, they could argue, they could press for
the application of their principles. Indeed
in some instances they could more effectively
remonstrate with foreign Powers, as they
remonstrated with the Boer Republic, than
with their own peoplein the Colonies. The
relations of the mother country with the
colonies were in the nature of a silken tie
which would snap with the slightest tension.
As force was out of the question, he assured
the deputation that he would do ail he could
by negotiations. When war was declared
on the Transvaal, Lord Lansdowne, Lord
Selborne and other British statesmen declared
that the scandalous treatment accorded to
the Indians by the South African Republic
was one of the causes of thewar.

Let us now se what sort of treatment
thiswas. Indiansfirst entered the Transvaal
in 1881. The late Sheth Abubakar opened a
shop in Pretoria and purchased land in one
of its principal streets. Other traders follow-
ed in hiswake. Their great successexcited the
jealousy of European traders who commenced
an anti-Indian campaign in the newspapers,
and submitted petitions to the Volksraad or
Parliament, praying that Indians should be
expelled and their trade stopped. The
Europeans in this newly opened up country
had a boundless hunger for riches. They were
nearly strangers to the dictates of morality.
Here are some statements they made in their
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petitions :—" These Indians have no sense of
human decency. They suffer from loathsome
diseases. They consider every woman as
their prey. They believe that women have no
souls". These four sentences contain four
lies. It would be easy to multiply such speci-
mens. As were the Europeans, so were their
representatives. Little did the Indian tra-
ders know what a sinister and unjust move-
ment was being carried on against them.
They did not read newspapers. The news
paper campaign and the petitions had the
desired effect, and a bill was introduced into
the Volksraad. The leading Indians were
taken aback when they came to know how
events had shaped themselves. They went
to see President Kruger who did not so much
as admit them into his house but made them
stand in the courtyard. After hearing them
for awhile, he said, "Y ou are the descendants
of Ishmael and therefore from your very birth
bound to slave for the descendants of Esau.
As the descendants of Esau we cannot admit
you to rights placing you on an equality with
ourselves. You must rest content with what
rights we grant to you". It cannot be said,
that this reply from the President was
inspired by malice or anger. President Kruger
had been taught from his childhood the
stories of the Old Testament, and he believed
them to be true. How can we blame a man
who gives candid expression to his opinions
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such as they are? Ignorance, however, is
bound to do harm even when associated with
.candour, and the result was that in 188 a
very drastic law was rushed through ‘the
Volksraad, as if thousands of Indians were
-on the point of flooding the Transvaal, The
British Agent was obliged to move in the
matter at the instance of Indian leaders. The
-question wasfinally carried to the Secretary of
Statefor the Colonies. Intermsof thisL aw 3 of
1885 every Indian settling in the Republic for
the purpose of carryingon trade was required
to register at a cost of twenty five pounds sub-
ject to heavy penalties, and no Indian could
hold an inch of land or enjoy the rights of
citizenship. All thiswas so manifestly unjust
that the Transvaal Government could not de-
fend it in argument. There was atreaty sub-
sisting between the Boers and the British
known as the London Convention, Article
X1V of which secured the rights of British
-subjects. The British Government objected
to the Law as being in contravention of
that Article. The Boers urged in reply
that the British Government had previously
.given their consent, whether express or im-
plied, to the law in question.

A dispute thus arose between the British
.and the Boer Governments, and the matter
wasreferred to arbitration. The arbitrator's
award was unsatisfactory. Hetried to please
both the parties. The Indiansweretherefore
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the losers. The only advantage they reaped,,
If advantage it can be called, was that they
did not lose as much asthey might otherwise
have. The Law was amended in 1836 in ac-
“cordance with the arbitrator's award. The
registration fee was reduced from twenty five
to three pounds. The clause, which com--
pletely debarred Indiansfrom holding landed
property, was removed, and it was provided
instead, that the Indians could own fixed pro-
perty in such locations, wards and streets as
were specially set apart for their residence by
the Transvaal Government. This Govern-
ment did not honestly carry out the terms of
the amended clause, and withheld frém
Indians the right to purchase freehold land
even in thelocations. In all townsinhabited
by Indians, these locations were selected in
dirty places situated far away from the towns
where there was no water supply, no lighting
arrangement and no sanitary convenience to
speak of. Thus the Indians became the Pan-.
chamas of the Transvaal. It can be truly said
that there is no difference between these
locations and the untouchables' quarters in
India. Just as the Hindus believe that touch-
ing Dhedhs or residence in their neighbour-
hoodwouldlead to pollution, so did the Euro-
peans in the Transvaal believe for all prac-
tical purposesthat physical contact with the
Indians or living near them would defile
them. Again the Transvaal Government
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interpreted Law 3 of 1885 to mean that the
Indians could trade, too, exclusively in the
locations. The arbitrator had decided that
the interpretation of the law rested with the
ordinary tribunals of the Transvaal. The
Indian traders were therefore in avery awk-
ward condition. Still they managed to main-
tain their position fairly well by carrying on
negotiationsin one place, by having recourse
to law courtsin another, and by exerting what
little influence they possessedin athird. Such
was the miserable and precarious position of
Indians in the Transvaal at the outbreak of
the Boer War.'

We shall now turn to examine the posi-
tion in the Free State. Hardly a dozen
Indians had opened shops there when the
Europeans started a powerful agitation. The
Volksraad passed a stringent law and ex-
pelled all Indian traders from the Free State,
awarding them nominal compensation. That
law provided that no Indian could on any ac-
count holdfixedproperty or carry on mercan-
tile or farming business or enjoy franchise
rights in the Free State. With special per-
mission an Indian could settle asalabourer or
as a hotel waiter. But the authorities were
not obliged to grant even this precious per-
mission in every case. The result was that a
respectable Indian could not live in the Free
State even for a couple of days without great
difficulty. At the time of the Boer War there
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and large-hearted Europeans. In my opinion,,
there is no place on earth and no race, which
is not capable of producing the finest types
of humanity, given suitable opportunities and
education. It has been my good fortuneto
come across this class of people in all parts,
of South Africa. In the Cape Colony, how-
ever, the proportion of such persons was very
much the larger. Perhaps the best known and
the most learned among them isMr. Merri-
man who was a member of the first and subse-
guent ministries that came in power*after the
grant of responsible government to the Cape
Colony in 1872, was again the Premier in the
last ministry when the Union was established
in 1910, and was known as the Gladstone of
South Africa. Then there are the Moltenos
and the Schreiners. Sir John Molteno was
the first Premier of the Colony in 1872. Mr.
W. P. Schreiner was awell known advocate,,
for some time Attorney-General, and later on
Premier. His sister, Olive Schreiner, was a
gifted lady popular in South Africaand well
known wherever the English language is
spoken. Ever since she wrote that book, she
became famous as the authoress of Dreams.
Her love for all mankind was unbounded..
Love waswritten in her eyes. Although she
belonged to such a distinguished family and
was a learned lady, she was so simple in habits,
that she cleansed utensils in her house her-
self. Mr. Merriman, the Moltenos and the
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Schreiners, had always espoused the cause of
the Negroes. Whenever the rights of the
Negroes were in danger, they stoutly stood up
in their defence. They had kindly feelings
for the Indians as well, though they made a
distinction between Negroes and Indians.
Their argument was that as the Negroes had
been the inhabitants of South Africa long
before the European settlers, the latter could
not deprive them of their natural rights. But
as for the Indians it would not be unfair if
laws calculated to remove the danger of
their undue competition were enacted. All
the same they had a warm corner in their
hearts for Indians. When ¢ Gokhale went
to South Africa, Mr. Schreiner presided
over the Townhail meeting in Cape Town,
where he was accorded his first public recep-
tion in that country. Mr. Merriman aso
treated him with great courtesy and express-
ed hissympathy with the Indian cause. There
were other Europeans of the type of Mr.
Merriman. | have mentioned these well
known names as typical of their class.

The newspapers in Cape Town, too, were
less hostile to Indians than in other parts of
South Africa.

While it is true that for these reasons
there has always been less race hatred in the
Cape Colony than in other parts, it is but
natural that the anti-Indian feeling which
constantly found expression in the other
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colonies found itsway to the Cape as well.
There too two laws copied from Natal were
passed, namely, the Immigration Restriction
Act and the Dealers' Licences Act.

It can be said that the door in South
Africa, which was formerly wide open, had
thus been almost closed against Indians at
the time of the Boer War. In the Transvaal
there was no restriction on immigration
except the registration fee of three pounds.
When Natal and the Cape Colony closed
their portsto Indians, they had difficulty in
landing on their way to the Transvaal which
was in the interior. They could reach it via
Delagoa Bay, a Portuguese port. But the
Portuguese too more or less imitated the
British. It must be mentioned that some
stray Indians could find their way to the
Transvaal via Natal or Delagoa Bay by suffer-
ing great hardships or by bribing port
officers.



CHAPTER VI
A REVIEW OF THE EARLY
STRUGGLE

Y\A7TH ! L E considering the position of Indians
in the previous chapters, we have seen
to some extent how they withstood the

attacks made upon them. In order, however,

to give an adeguate idea of the origin of

Satyagraha, it is necessary to devote special

space to the endeavours made with a view

to defend Indian interests in the pre-Satya-
graha days.

Up till 1893 there were hardly any free
and well-educated Indians in South Africa
capable of espousing the Indian cause. English-
knowing Indians were mostly clerks whose
knowledge of English wasonly commensurate
with the needs of their occupation and not
adequate to drafting representations, and
who, again, must give all their time to their
employers. A second group of English-
educated Indians was composed of such of
them aswere born in South Africa. They were
mostly the descendants of indentured |abour-.
es, and if at all qualified for the work, were
in Government service as interpreters in law
courts. Thus they were not in a position to
help the Indian cause beyond expressing their
fellow-feeling.
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Again, indentured and ex-indentured
labourers hailed mainly from the United Pro-
vinces and the Madras Presidency, while, as
we have already seen, the Musalmans mostly
traders and the Hindus mostly clerks, who
chiefly represented the class of free Indians,
belonged to Gujarat. Besides there were a
few Parsi traders and clerks, but the total
population of Parsisin South Africa did not
probably exceed thirty or forty souls. A
fourth group among free Indians wascom-
posed of Sindhi traders. There were two
hundred or more Sindhis in South Africa.
Wherever the Sindhi has settled outside
India he dedls in 'fancy goods,' namely,silks
and Dbrocades, carved boxes and other
furniture made of ebony, sandalwood and
ivory and similar goods. His customers are
mainly Europeans.

Indentured labourerswere called 'coolies
by the Europeans. A 'coolie’ means a porter.
That expression was used so extensively that
the indentured labourers began to describe
themselves as 'coolies." Hundreds of Euro-
peanscalled Indian lawyersand Indian traders
‘coolie’ lawyers and ‘coolie’ traders. There
were some Europeans who could not perceive
or believe that the name implied insult, while
many used it asaterm of deliberate contempt.
Free Indians, therefore, tried to differentiate
themselvesfrom theindentured labourers.For

this and other reasons peculiar to conditions
5
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in India, adistinction was sought to be drawn
in South Africa between indentured and
freed labourers on the one hand and free
Indians on the other.

Free Indians and especially the Musalman
traders undertook to resist the wrongs de-
tailed above, but no direct attempt was made
to seek the co-operation of the indentured and
ex-indentured labourers. Probably it did not
strike any one to enlist their support; if the
idea did suggest itself to some, there was in
their opinion the risk of making matters
worse by allowing them to jointhe move-
ment. And as it was considered that the free
traders were the chief target of attack,
the measures for defence were limited to that
class. It can be truly said that free Indians
fought well against difficulties, seeing that
they were thus seriously handicapped, that
they were ignorant of English, and that they
had had no experience of public work in
India. They sought the help of European
barristers, had petitions prepared, waited
upon the authorities on some occasions in
deputations, and did what they could tomend
matters. This was the state of things up till

1893.

It will be helpful to the reader to bear
some important dates in mind. Before 1893
Indians had been hounded out of the Orange
Free State. Inthe Transvaal, Law No. 3 of
1885 wasin force. In Natal, measures, calcu-
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lated to enable only indentured labourers to
live in the colony and to turn out the rest,
were under contemplation, and responsible
government had been achieved to that end.

| left India for South Africa in April
1893. | had no idea of the previous history
of the Indian emigrants. | went there on a
purely professional visit. A well-known firm
of Porbandar Memans then carried on trade
in Durban under the name and style of Dada
Abdulla. Anequally well-known and rival
firm traded at Pretoria under the designa-
tion of Taib Haji Khanmamad. Unfortu-
nately, an important law-suit was pending
between the rivals- A partner of the firm
of Dada Abdulla who was in Porbandar
thought that it would help their case if they
engaged me and sent me to South Africa. |
had been just called to the bar and was quite
a novice in the profession, but he had no
fear of my mishandlingtheir case, as he did
not want me to conduct the case in the court
but only to instruct the able South African
lawyers they had retained. | was fond of
novel experiences. | loved to see fresh fields.
and pastures new. It was disgusting to have
to give commission to those who brought me
work. The intriguing atmosphere of Kathi-
awad was choking to me. The engagement
was only for one year. | did not see any
objection to my accepting it. | had nothing
to lose as Messrs. Dada Abdulla expressed
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their willingness to pay my travelling ex-
penses as well as the expenses that would
be incurred in South Africa and a fee of one
hundred and five pounds. This arrangement
had been made through my elder brother,
now deceased, who was as father to me. His
will was a command to me. He liked the
idea of my going to South Africa, So |
reached Durban in May 1893,

Being abarrister-at-law, | was well dressed
according to my lights and landed at Durban
with adue sense of my importance. _But |
was soon disillusioned. The partner of -Dada
Abdulla who had engaged me had given me
an account of what things werelikein Natal.
But what | saw there with my own eyes
absolutely belied his misleading picture. My
informant was, however, not to blame. He
was a frank, simple man, ignorant of the real
state of affairs. He had no idea of the hard-
ships to which Indians were subjected in
Natal. Conditionswhichimplied grave insult
had not appeared to him in that light. |
observed on the very first day that the Euro-
peans meted out most insulting treatment to
Indians.
~ " 1'will not describe my bitter experience
in the courtswithinafortnight of my arrival,
the hardships | encountered on railway trains,
the thrashings | received on the way and the
difficulty inand the practical impossibility
of securing accommodation in hotels. Suffice
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it to say, that all these experiences sank in
me. | had gone there only for a single case
prompted by self-interest and curiosity.
During the first year, therefore, | was merely |
the witness and the victim of these wrongs.
| then awoke to a senee of _my duty. | saw’
that” from the standp0| nt of self-interest
South Africawas no good to me. Not only.
did | not desire but | had a positive aversion
to earning money or sojourning in a country
where | was insulted. | was on the horns of -
a dilemma. Two courses were open to me.’
| might either free myself from the contract :
with Messrs. Dada Abdulla on the ground
that circumstances had come to my know-
ledge which had not been disclosed to me
before, and run back to India. .Or | .might
bear all hardships and fulfil my engagément.
|'was pushed out of the train by a police
constable at Maritzburg, and thetrain having
left, was sitting in the waiting room, shiver-
ing in the bitter cold. | did not know where
my luggage was, nor did | dare to inquire of
anybody, lest | might beinsulted and assaulted
once again. Sleep was out of the question..
Doubt took possesson of my mind. Late at
night, I came to the conclusion that to run
back to India. would be cowardly, | must

accompli snwiih eI IGRHER A RER T must

reach Pretoria, without minding msults and
even assaults. Pretoria was my goal. The
case was being fought out there. | made up
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my mind to take some steps, if that was
possible, side by side with my work- This
resolution somewhat pacified and strengthen-
ed me but | did not get any sleep.

Next morning | wired to the firm of
Dada Abdulla and to the General Manager
of the Railway. Replies were received
from both. Dada Abdulla and his partner
Sheth Abdulla Haji Adam Jhaveri who
was then in Natal took strong measures.
They wired to their Indian agents in various
places to look after me. They likewise saw
the General Manager. The Indian traders of
Maritzburg came to see me in response to the
telegram received by the local agent. They
tried to comfort me and told me that all of
them had had the same bitter experiences as
myself, but they did not mind such things,
being habituated to them. Trade and sensi-
tiveness could ill go together. They had
therefore made it a principle to pocket insults
as they might pocket cash. They told me
how Indians could not enter the railway
station by the main gate and how difficult it
was for them to purchase tickets. | left for
Pretoria the same night. The Almighty
Searcher of all hearts put my determination
to a full test. | suffered further insults and
received more beatings on my way to Pretoria.
But all this only confirmed me in my deter-
mthation. - ‘ '

Thus in 1893. 1 obtained fell experience



A REVIEW OF THE EARLY STRUGGLE 71

of the condition of Indiansin South Africa.
But I did nothing beyond occasionally talking
with the Indians in Pretoria on the subject.
It appeared to me that to look after the
firm's case and to take up the question of the
Indian grievances in South Africaat the same
time was impossible. | could see that trying
to do both would beto ruin ‘both. 1894 was
thus already upon us. | returned to Durban
and prepared to return to India. At the
farewell entertainment held by Dada
Abdulla, some one put a copy of the
Natal Mercury in my hands. | read it
and found .that the detailed report of
the proceedings of the Natal Legislative
-Assembly contained afew lines under the
caption ‘'Indian Franchise'. The local
Government was about to introduce aBill to
disfranchise Indians, which could only be the
beginning of the end of what little rights
they were then enjoying. The speeches made
at the time left no doubt about the intention
of the Government. | read the report to the
traders and others present and explained the
situation to them as best | could. | was not
in possession of all the facts. | suggested
that the Indians should strenuously Tésist this
attack "on their rights” "They agreed but
declared their Inability to flght the battle
themselves and urged me to stay: on.
| consented to stay amonth or so longer
by which time the struggle would be fought
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out. The same night | drew up a petition to
be presented to the Legisativé "Assembly.A
telegram was sent to the Government request-
ing a delay of proceedings. A committee
was appointed at once with Sheth Haji Adam
aschairman and the telegram was sent in his
name. The further reading of the Bill was
postponed for two days. That petition was
thefirst ever sent by the Indians to a South
African legislature. It did create an impres-
sion although it failed to defeat the Bill, the
later history of which | have narrated in
chapter Four. Thiswas the South African
Indians' first experience of such agitation,,
and a new thrill of enthusiasm passed
through the community. Meetings were held
every day and more and more persons attended
them. Therequisite funds were over-subscrib-
ed. Many volunteers helped in preparing
copies, securing signatures and similar work
without any remuneration. There were others
who both worked and subscribed to the funds.
The descendants of the ex-indentured Indians
joined the movement with alacrity. They
knew English and wrote afinehand. They
did copying and other work ungrudgingly
day and night. Within amonth a memorial
with ten thousand signatures was forwarded
to Lord Ripon, and the immediate task | had
set before myself was done.

| asked for leave to return home. But
the agitation had aroused such keen in
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terest among the Indians that they would
not let me go. They said: "Y ou yourself
have explained to us that this is the first
step taken with a view to our ultimate
extinction. Who knows whether the Colo-
nial Secretary will return a favourable
reply to our memorial ? You have witnessed
our enthusiasm. We are willingand ‘ready
to work. We have fundstoo. But for want
of aguide, what littlehas been done will go
for nothing. We therefore thinkitis your
duty to stay on." | aso felt that it would be
well if a permanent organisation was formed
to watch Indian interests. But where was |
to live and how ? They, offered me a _regular
salary, but | expressly declined. " One may
not receive a large salary for public work
Besides | was a pioneer. According to my
notions at the time, | thought | should livein
a style usual for barristersand reflecting credit
on the community, and that would ‘mean
great expense. It would be improper to
depend for my maintenance upon a body
whose activities would necessitate a public
appeal for funds, and my power of work
would be thereby crippled. For this and
similar reasons | flatly refused to accept
remuneration for publicwork. But | suggested
that | was prepared to stay if the principal
traders among them could see their Way to
give me legal work and give me retainers for
it beforehand. The retainers might be for a



74 SATYAGRAHA IN SOUTH AFRICA

year. We might deal with each other for
that period, examine the results, and then
continue the arrangement if both partieswere
agreeable. This suggestion was cordially
accepted by all.

| applied for admission as an advocate of
the Supreme Court of Natal, The Natal Law
Society opposed my application on the sole
ground that the law did not contemplate that
-coloured barristers should be placed on the
roll. The late Mr. Escombe, the famous
advocat