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I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

I 

The present volume covers a period of 
sixteen months, w i t h some material gaps, 
al though none is so extensive or regrettable as 
that f rom December 8, 1753, to September 8, 
1754, w h i c h separates the last volume from this, 
due, I presume, to the disappearance of one 
entire volume of the or ig inal diary. In that 
in te rva l much had occurred. At Trichinopoly, 
w h i c h continued to be the ma in theatre of the 
Anglo-French straggle, the French had come 
w i t h i n an ace of success by a boldly planned 
escalade, when the commandant, K i l l p a t r i c k , 
lay sick, and the command had devolved on 
Lieutenant Harrison, who one n igh t was 
suddenly alarmed by hearing the Grenadiers' 
march being beaten w i t h i n his garrison and 
sustained musketry-fire along the walls. The 
French had succeeded in penetrating the 
enceinte, but by mischance their scaling-
ladders were broken and a large number were 
penned up in a narrow space between the first 
and second walls, where they were obliged to 
surrender. 

This fai lure was the last attempt to take 
Tr ichinopoly by assault, a l though the block­
ade, by j o i n t French and Mysorean forces, 

B 
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continued un t i l a truce was concluded in 
October, and in the course of February, 1754, 
an important English convoy was surprised 
and destroyed. The other incident of moment 
in the Carnatic was the conference of French 
and English deputies at Sadras in January. 
At this meeting Dupleix put forward his 
claims to the government of India south of 
the Kistna, while the English asserted their 
right to a position of equality w i t h the French. 
Neither would give way and the conference 
separated, as Dupleix had foreseen, and as he 
actually desired. His object indeed was not 
to make peace, but to put the English in the 
wrong. 

Meanwhile in the Deccan, Bussy had con­
tinued to direct the forces of Salabat Jang. He 
had secured more than one of those singular 
victories which had resulted in the surrender 
of territory by the conqueror to the conquered ; 
and had obtained as a material guarantee for 
the payment of his troops grants of the Circars 
lying north of Masulipatam, already a French 
possession. During most of the year 1754, the 
French were principally engaged in expelling 
the Marathas from their new territories and in 
effecting a settlement of the revenues. Bussy 
is stated to have settled w i t h the renters and 
zamindars for a total sum of 18½ lakhs of 
rupees. 
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But these were trifles compared w i t h the 
revolution which burst on Pondichery on 
August 2, when Godeheu landed w i th orders 
recalling Dupleix and authorising his arrest if 
he hesitated to obey. The new Governor was 
accompanied by 2,000 new troops, to enforce 
his w i l l if need were ; but he was also directed 
to bring the struggle w i t h the English to a 
close and to free the French Company's trade 
from the encumbrances of war. 

These orders were the outcome, partly of 
Dupleix' failure to redeem his promises of 
peace and prosperity, partly of the great 
Frenchman's astonishing neglect to explain 
what his policy really was, and partly of the 
remonstrances of the English. In 1752 Dupleix 
had written to Saunders a letter of prodigious 
length emphasising and defending his claims. 
He had also sent copies home to Paris, w i th a 
suggestion that one might be sent on to the 
English directors. This was done, but never 
were expectations more disappointed. The 
directors addressed the ministry ; the English 
ambassador was desired to seek explanations ; 
he obtained a disavowal of Dupleix' conduct; 
and three months later the French ambassador 
at the Court of St. James's was directed to 
give Newcastle private assurances that 
Dupleix would be recalled. The story was 
long believed that when the French minister 
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agreed to this, he made it a condition tha t 
Thomas Saunders, the Engl ish Governor of 
Madras, should also be summoned home—a 
condition w h i c h the Engl ish were alleged to 
have left unfulf i l led. M. Cul t ru disposed of 
this story so far as Saunders was concerned, 
but believed that the English d i d not apply for 
the recall of Dupleix. As is seen f rom the 
foregoing they d i d so apply, but unofficially, so 
that no th ing remained ou the French record. 
Ranga P i l l a f s references to Saunders' continu­
ance on the coast in the present volume sup­
port the v iew that the story of his supposed 
recall was not current at the t ime in Pondi-
chery. I t probably originated in Parisian 
gossip to w h i c h the various defences of Dupleix 
gave currency. 

The present volume thus opens w i t h a new 
Governor, Godeheu, at that great Gouvernement 
which Duple ix had b u i l t for his own magni­
ficence, but had scarcely occupied two years ; 
and a Governor who was charged w i t h the du ty 
of reversing the pol icy of Duple ix , w h i c h for 
a l l i ts possibilities had obtained l i t t l e beyond 
private fortunes coupled w i t h publ ic disasters. 
!The subject-matter of the Diary , f rom Septem­
ber, 1754, to December, 1755, falls therefore 
under three well-defined heads :—the wind ing-
up of the pol icy of adventure ; the inaugu­
rat ion of a new pol icy by Godeheu ; and i ts 
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effects under Leyrit who succeeded Godeheu as 
Governor in the month of March. To these 
we may add the effects of such variations of 
persons and measures upon the personal 
fortunes and position of the diarist. 

I I 
The leading event, in the first of these 

groups, was of course the assumption of office 
by Godeheu, on August 3, and the announce­
ment of the recall of Dupleix, at that famous 
meeting of the Council at which the fallen 
Governor greeted the reading of Godeheu's 
Commission wi th the cry of Vive le roi. But 
this patriotic exclamation was not incompati­
ble wi th the keenest displeasure at an event 
for which Dupleix had l i t t le time to prepare. 
The crucial matter was finance. The great 
Governor had made small difference between 
the public and private purse. Had he obtained 
the success he hoped for, there would have 
been enough to repay himself and sfcill leave a 
respectable balance for the Company. But the 
disasters he had encountered, and the conse­
quent occupation of great tracts of the Carnatic 
by the English in the name of Muhammad ' A l i , 
had fatally deranged his balances. Papayya 
Pillai, to whom the land revenue had been 
rented, was in arrears. Nandi Raja had not 
fulfilled his promised payments. Morari 
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Rao was clamouring for the unpaid balance of 
his subsidies; the treasury at Pondichery was 
empty. On Godeheu's a r r iva l Dup le ix made 
an attempt to secure for himself the outstand­
ing balances owed by Papayya, by c la iming the 
Carnatic revenues as a private affair between 
himself and Salabat Jang, and impudent ly as­
serting tha t Papayya was the latter's Keceiver 
General. It is hard to imagine a more 
convincing proof of the demoralisation in to 
w h i c h the French Company's service had 
fallen. Godeheu r i g h t l y refused to admi t the 
possibil i ty of such a t h i n g as the private hold­
ing of great public revenues ; he imprisoned 
Papayya in the hopes of extract ing money 
f rom h i m ; and ignored Dup le ix ' allegations. 

Bu t though he l a i d Papayya by the heels, he 
failed to extract money f rom h i m . Perhaps 
Papayya had none—he had served an exacting 
master w i t h a wife who spoke Tami l as w e l l as 
she spoke French. But a l l Pondichery, and 
Kanga P i l l a i w i t h i t , believed tha t the late 
renter had sent to Madras and elsewhere 
great sums w h i c h by a wisely severe treatment 
he migh t have been made to disgorge. In this 
matter the diarist is a very hostile witness, 
and the story w h i c h he t o ld Leyr i t at a later 
t ime—that Papayya had four or five lakhs of 
rupees—rests probably on no better evidence 
than hearsay. B u t his cr i t ic ism of Godeheu's 
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conduct—that the renter's employees were 
released before they had been obliged to 
produce accounts—stands on a different foot­
ing, and goes far to explain w h y the enquiry 
was never brought to a definite conclusion. 

W h i l e this great matter was s t i l l pending, 
and wh i l e Duple ix himself must have been 
making hurr ied preparations for departure, 
other unsettled accounts stood l i t t l e chance of 
being adjusted. Among these were the ac­
counts apparently showing a balance due from 
Ranga P i l l a i . A l t h o u g h on September 13 the 
late Governor asked h i m w h y he had not 
brought them, yet he had not settled them 
when he unexpectedly went on board before 
dawn on October 15. This was specially 
annoying to the Courtier, because he had long 
owed the Company certain sums on account of 
transactions in coral and broad cloth, and had 
been promised a remission of the debt. 

Annoyance at not obtaining Duple ix ' ack­
nowledgment of this probably added a touch 
of bitterness to the moralising w i t h w h i c h of 
course the diarist relates this noteworthy 
departure. He had already recorded the belief 
that Duple ix was carrying off w i t h h i m the 
jewels found in Nasir Jang's treasury and 
images f rom the temples. N o w he dwells on 
the sudden downfa l l of his late master, and 
the i n d i g n i t y of his sailing w i t h o u t that 
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square flag at the mast-head which the Gov­
ernor of Pondichery was entitled to fly. He 
recalls how Dupleix had been wont to say that 
he would like to lay his bones in the city 
which he had raised to so proud though 
brief an eminence. These are the fruits of 
women's advice, of froward councils, of not 
fearing God. Eanga Pillai had indeed l i t t le 
cause to praise Dupleix' conduct. It had long 
excluded h im from a share in those political 
transactions in which it had ever been the 
custom to consult the Courtier, thus flattering 
his pride and possibly filling his pocket. Yet 
when, a few months later, Dupleix' name-
day came round, Ranga Pillai remembered 
the feasts, the salutes, illuminations wi th 
which it would have been celebrated. The 
magnificence of the town had vanished w i t h 
the great Marquis, and its short-lived greatness 
was to crumble like the belfry which Dupleix 
had built and which almost crushed his 
successor in its fall . 

Thus ended that remarkable attempt to 
establish French rule over the whole of South­
ern India, serving at once as a model and a 
warning to the more fortunate English. Its 
radical weakness lay in the fact that the 
French could not command the long sea-route 
to India, so that at the first touch of actual 
war a l l the French schemes, intrigues, and 
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alliances collapsed like a house of cards. This 
was attested by the war destined to open 
wi th in less than two years after the Duc d'  
Orleans had borne, Dupleix away from Pondi-
chery. It was attested by the war which 
followed, though English sea-power was then 
strained almost to the breaking-point, for even 
then the French failed to land their forces in 
India t i l l the war was almost over. I t was 
attested in the most striking form by the great 
war against Kevolutionary France and Napo­
leon. Dupleix had indeed only secured such 
measure of success as he obtained under 
conditions which prevented British men-of-
war from blockading Pondichery and cutting 
off his supplies and reinforcements. 

The second main defect of the policy of 
Dupleix has usually been considered to lie 
in the corruption of his rule, the bribes 
which he and Bussy and their subordinates 
accepted, the peculation which reigned in 
their revenue-administration. This was 
necessarily a source of great weakness. A 
purer administration would undoubtedly 
have permitted more regularly paid troops ; 
more regularly paid troops would have 
been better disciplined, would have fought 
more bravely, would have been more victorious. 
But corruption, though a source of weakness, 
was not necessarily a cause of collapse. The 

c 
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English administrat ion of Bengal f rom the 
battle of Plassey to the a r r iva l of Cornwallis 
cannot be called pure ; the English adminis­
t ra t ion of Madras f rom the f a l l of Pondichery 
to the assumption of the Carnatic was l i t t l e 
better than the administrat ion of Duple ix . 
The administrat ion of the Dutch in Java, of the 
Portuguese in Mozambique, of every colonising 
power in the West Indies—the administration, 
in short, of every tropical dependency in the 
18th century was seamed w i t h corruption. 
It was not then a fatal obstacle to the main­
tenance of power. I would suggest that the 
second ma in defect in the position of the 
French was less their corruption than the 
m u t u a l jealousy w h i c h divided their councils 
and obstructed their success. As M. Martineau 
has w e l l and t r u l y said, " L'esprit de disci­
pl ine et de m^thode qui , dans Ia paix, prepare Ia 
force des nations, fu t tout a fai t etranger a Ia 
p lupar t des conseils qui administrerent nos 
d^pendances." In the age of Duple ix and long 
after they were almost incapable of good team­
work . 

An allusion in the present volume points 
to a start l ing example of this fa ta l defect. 
Madame Duple ix apparently t o ld Godeheu 
that she had often concocted letters f rom the 
country powers and cautioned h i m against 
others who migh t use the same device. 
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Madananda Pandit, the Persian munshi, admit­
ted that he had in Madame's time been 
concerned in such tricks—that "he had 
done as he was told." We do not learn whether 
these forgeries were designed* to deceive 
Dupleix or the authorities in France ; but who 
ever it was, we are necessarily left wondering 
how a policy liable to such influences could 
possibly succeed. 

I l l 

Godeheu remained at Pondichery just over 
six months in all—from the beginning of 
August 1754 to the middle of February 1755. 
This necessarily implied that in al l matters of 
detail the new policy which he was sent out to 
inaugurate would be hastily adopted and 
might need subsequent alteration, as he had had 
no time to learn the interplay of the circum­
stances or the real value of the characters by 
which he was surrounded. Thus Kanga Pillai 
accuses him of having attached undue value 
to the opinions of the only Frenchman in 
Pondichery who understood Persian. This 
was Henri Delarche, whose name constantly 
occurs in Kanga Pillai's diary. He was the son 
of a captain in the French garrison and a 
Pondichery lady of mixed blood ; and at this 
time was 35 years old. He had been brought 
up in India, and was probably conversant w i th 
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Tamil as well as Persian, which latter tongue 
he had acquired when serving at the French 
Basra factory. He had married an Armenian 
lady, and so was in close touch wi th what 
went on in the Indian world. His knowledge 
of languages and his supposed honesty had 
recommended him to Dupleix; but he was 
more useful as an agent than as an adviser. 
Eanga Pillai did not like him, and his esti­
mate of Delarche must be considered wi th 
caution; but the diarist's criticisms of his 
advice to Godeheu, tinged as they are wi th 
jealousy at the intrusion of a European into 
his special domain, afford a curious proof of the 
extent to which the ideas of Dupleix had pene­
trated Pondichery, Chanda Sahib's family, 
now headed by the late Nawab's son Eaza 
Sahib, had continued to live among the French, 
even after Dupleix had made Murtaza ' A l i 
of Vellore nawab in succession to Chandu 
Sahib; but their dignity and state had fallen; 
they were above al l anxious to recover their 
former consideration. There is no reason to 
doubt Eanga Pillai's hints that they bribed 
Delarche in order that he might persuade the 
new Governor to accord them the honours 
which they had formerly enjoyed. The 
intrigue succeeded. Raza Sahib was received 
wi th 21 guns, and treated as though he was 
master of the Carnatic. Thus did Godeheu— 
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in the Courtier's eyes—cast away half the glory 
which the French had acquired; the new 
Governor did not understand that he must 
jealously maintain his state. 

Ranga Pillai, however, hardly grasped the 
revolution in policy which had taken place. 
To Godeheu and to the French Company who 
had sent him out, the pomp and dignity which 
Dupleix had assumed in his character of JSTaib 
of the countries south of the Kistna, were mis­
placed. The late Governor's object had been to 
impress Indian minds; but he had neglected 
the fact that, at the same time, he was provok­
ing the English to hostility. Godeheu's scheme 
was to renounce all these external and 
provocative marks of honour, and to treat the 
French Nawab as if he were a real power, 
while, at the same time, he held firmly to al l 
those material gains which had survived the 
disasters of his predecessor—the territory st i l l 
held round Pondichery and the Northern 
Circars. This was the policy which underlay 
the negotiations w i t h the English—the truce 
concluded in October and the provisional 
Treaty signed in the following December. 
These relieved the French of that incessant 
warfare in which Dupleix had involved them, 
while they preserved the gains which he had 
acquired. What Godeheu hoped to secure was 
peace w i t h the English as well as retention of 
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the French grants. As I have shown else-
where, it was a skilful though uncandid 
policy. 

The individual ally on whom the burden 
fell was not the Subahdar of the Deccan, as has 
usually been said, but the unfortunate Nandi 
Baja at Trichinopoly. Godeheu's policy made 
no difference to Salabat Jang at Hyderabad. 
Bussy and his contingent of French troops 
remained as before to support the ruler whom 
they had established. Nor did Godeheu's 
policy in the Carnatic affect the northern ruler. 
It is true that Banga Pil lai tells us of demands 
put forward by Salabat Jang to receive an 
account of the Carnatic revenues. But this 
was, I think, a mere device brought about by 
Dupleix to lend colour to that theory of the 
French financial arrangements which he had 
hurriedly invented on Godeheu's arrival. 
However much Dupleix and Godeheu might 
differ in general policy, neither had the 
least intention of administering the Carnatic 
for the benefit of its nominal overlord- Gode­
heu's negotiations made no difference to 
Salabat Jang. 

But they made much to Nandi Raja. For 
nearly three years a large Mysorean army had 
lain before Trichinopoly, relying on the pro­
mises first of Muhammad ' A l i to deliver over 
the city when the French had been repelled, 
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and later of the French to help them in d r i v ing 
out the English. But neither Muhammad 
' A l i nor the French had kept their word. The 
first had refused to hand over the place when 
Chanda Sahib had been caught and k i l l e d ; 
the second had failed to make any impression 
on the English defence and were now re t i r ing 
from the contest. Worse than that, the terms 
wh ich Godeheu had made w i t h the English 
prevented Nandi Baja from attempting to 
continue his efforts to acquire the southern 
provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly. He had 
spent great sums and obtained nothing by his 
French alliance. 

The grievances however were not a l l on the 
one side. The diplomatic dexteri ty of Dupleix 
had obtained an agreement from Nandi Raja, 
when the hopes of getting Trichinopoly were 
s t i l l br ight and fresh, that he would pay the 
expenses of the French troops before Trichino­
poly and provide the Company w i t h 3 lakhs 
of rupees a year besides. These payments had 
at first been made regularly. Bu t presently it 
became clear that Nandi Raja had gone to war 
w i thou t counting the cost. His treasury sank; 
his payments to the French became irregular ; 
in the last volume we saw his agents offering 
a sealed parcel of jewels for a loan. In short 
his allies were expensive and war could not be 
conducted round Trichinopoly at a profit. In 
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Godeheu's eyes the Mysorean also figured as 
an ally who had broken his word. He angrily 
asked the vaki l , who abounded in promises of 
regular payments, what he had given but 
words ; and declined to continue the siege of 
Trichinopolv for the benefit of an ally who 
would not pay for i t . Here also we find his 
plans inspired by the material interests of the 
moment. 

Of the man himself we see or hear l i t t le ; 
but what Kanga Pil lai does record is, time and 
placp duly considered, to the credit of this 
astute and unimaginative personage. We find 
h im refusing twice the public offer of a dia­
mond ring, made first by the diarist .himself 
and afterwards by the Company's merchants, 
on the well-understood convention that it 
would be privately redeemed later for a sum 
of money; and when he enquires of the 
Courtier what opportunities of gain may occur, 
he is careful to explain that he wishes only to 
make money respectably, as had been done by 
Lenoir and Dumas, instead of imitating the 
ways of Dupleix and Madame. 

I V 
Godeheu's departure, in the middle of Feb­

ruary 1755, was followed by an interregnum 
of five weeks, during which the Governor's 
powers were entrusted, not to an individual, 
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but to a commission of three councillors, 
headed by Barthelemy and known as the 
Secret Committee, though Banga P i l l a i does 
not refer to it by that name. The in te rva l was 
more interesting in private than in public 
events, as we shall see in the fo l lowing section; 
and at last on March 25, after one false alarm, 
a vessel flying the square flag of the Governor 
of the French in Ind ia dropped anchor in the 
Pondichery roads ; and D u v a l de Leyr i t came 
ashore, and was conducted over the sands 
along a path, made of cut grass w i t h longcloth 
l a id above i t , to the Gouvernement in Fort 
Louis. 

The new Governor was younger brother of 
D u v a l d'Espremenil, the brother-in-law of 
Duple ix and for a brief whi le commandant of 
Madras when that place was in French hands. 
The two had come out w i t h the fairest pros­
pects—their father was in the directorate of 
the Company ; but the elder had soon t i red of 
Ind ia and gone home suddenly in 1747. The 
younger, after being for a whi l e the chief of 
Mahe, became Directeur of Bengal in the year 
his brother went home, and now succeeded 
Godeheu in the command of the French settle­
ments. 

He is best k n o w n to history as the anta­
gonist in I n d i a and the persecutor in France 
of the unfortunate La l ly Bu t no one hi therto 
seems to have troubled to fo rm an exact 

D 



X X THE DIARY OF ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 

judgment of his character. In this connection 
some passages in the present volume deserve 
attention. Mi ran , for instance, gives Ranga 
P i l l a i a l i v e l y description of de Leyr i t . If he 
jus t listens, and bites his handkerchief w i thou t 
saying anything, he dislikes the proposal. At 
other times the watchfu l Courtier notices how 
the Governor keeps councillors wai t ing , how 
he merely listens to them w i t h o u t revealing 
his opinions, or how he wanders round gazing 
at the decorations of the Gouvernement scarcely 
deigning to speak to anyone. These inc i ­
dental references, noted down on jbhe spur of 
the moment, apt ly i l lus t ra te the demeanour of 
th is cold, silent, haughty man, whose solemnity 
covered l i t t l e but dullness, self-seeking and 
irresolution. Those who wounded his feelings 
or his pocket, found h i m implacable in his 
resentment; but those who knew how to 
manage h i m found h i m plastic as clay. To 
the conduct of a man weak, ungracious and 
short-sighted, f ami ly interest had entrusted 
French affairs in Ind ia . I t was a great 
t r i u m p h , and a great misfortune. 

The nine months w h i c h fol lowed de Leyri t ' s 
accession to power were not marked by any 
outstanding pol i t ica l events. The country 
remained as peaceful as could reasonably be 
expected. The disputes w i t h the English re­
garding the adminis trat ion (and revenue) of 
certain villages claimed by both sides when 
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the truce came into operation, dragged along 
w i thou t approaching an issue either by settle­
ment or by an open breach. Another subject 
of difference cropped up—the Engl ish des­
patched an expedition under Colonel Heron to 
enforce Muhammad 'Al l ' s claims in Madura 
and Tinnevelly. The French declared this to 
be a viola t ion of the truce, whi le the English 
regarded it as legitimate conduct in country 
in wh ich the French had had no footing a l l 
through the war. The discussion left the two 
parties suspicious but s t i l l at peace. De Leyri t , 
was not the man for a policy of adventure. 

In this respect no doubt he resembled his 
predecessor ; but he d i d not fo l low the same 
example in the matter of private gains. He 
was curious to know who had money at 
Pondichery, and how they had got i t . He 
learnt — from Eanga P i l l a i — that no r i ch 
Indians were left, for they had a l l been suck­
ed d ry by Duple ix . Diamond rings n o w a ­
days ran no r isk of refusal. Eanga P i l l a i 
was expected to sell at a good price a parcel of 
ol ibanum w h i c h the new Governor had 
brought w i t h h i m ; and had been pointed out 
as the person who could if he w o u l d make 
de Leyri t 's fortune. So long as that impres­
sion lasted, the Courtier on the whole enjoyed 
the Governor's favour, though not to the 
degree that he considered his due. 
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V 

These changes in men and measures had 
profoundly affected, not only the course of 
French policy, but also the personal position 
of the Courtier at Pondichery. During the 
sixteen months covered by the present volume 
he enjoyed a second period of official favour, 
comparable to that which he had enjoyed 
un t i l Madame Dupleix discovered there was 
money in politics. But this second summer 
of prosperity was grievously chequered by 
untoward events which must often have filled 
h im w i t h foreboding. 

At first the change seemed wholly for the 
better. The removal of Dupleix and his wife 
removed the main obstacle to Eanga Pillai's 
recovery of political influence ; and although 
in the first few weeks of Godeheu's govern­
ment the Courtier held aloof, as uncertain of 
the reception his advice would meet, from 
about the middle of September he was taken 
into f u l l favour, and enjoyed that power and 
dignity which he valued above money. No 
other Indian was allowed to wear his shoes in 
the Governor's presence. The Persian munshi, 
who presumed to claim a similar privilege, 
was threatened w i t h a beating should he pre 
sume again. Ranga Pil lai was consulted once 
more about the views and disposition of the 
country princes. He was entrusted w i t h the 
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general management of Indian affairs w i th in 
the city. He began to consider how he might 
recover the long-lost jaghir and k i l l a at 
Ghingleput granted h im by Muzaffar Jang. 
Above all to h im was confided the farm of the 
land revenues of the territories s t i l l dependent 
on Pondichery. He was thus the first Hindu, 
—his comments on the honours Godeheu 
accorded to Raza Sahib suggest that -in his 
opinion he ought to have been the first Indian 
—in Pondichery. He seemed to have wi th in 
his grasp the certainty both of honours and 
of wealth. 

These hopes were strengthened before Gode-
heu's departure. On the second day of the 
New Year, when Ranga Pil lai conducted the 
Company's principal Indian servants to pre­
sent their annual offerings to the Governor, 
Godeheu publicly ordered them to make their 
reports to and take their orders from the 
Courtier, who at the same time received gifts 
of jewels, broad-cloth and cloth-of-gold while 
a salute of 15 guns was fired in his honour. 
A l i t t le later, when Godeheu was on the 
point of sailing for France, his promises were 
repeated and amplified. He would procure 
from the King presents and titles of honour for 
the faithful Ranga Pil lai ; the office of 
Courtier should be made hereditary in his 
family ; special orders should be left, signed 
by Godeheu himself and all the Council 
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restraining Bar th lemy (the Second and 
interim chief) from acting to the Courtier's 
prejudice and enjoining de Leyrit to continue 
the management of affairs in the Courtier's 
hands. And al l the bright hopes thus en­
gendered were made the brighter by the receipt 
of letters from Duvelaer, one of the most influ­
ential directors in France. Wi th his and 
Godeheu's support at home, and wi th the 
favour of the new Governor de Leyrit, Ranga 
Pil lai must have felt well able to defy his 
enemies and believed his astrologer's predic­
tions well on the way to fulfilment. 

However before de Leyrit's arrival a circum­
stance, apparently quite t r iv ia l in itself, gave 
Ranga Pillai enormous annoyance. Among 
the Company's Indian servants was one desig­
nated the Arumpatai, whose duties seem to 
have combined those of a minor accountant in 
Pondichery itself along wi th the very profit­
able employment of victualling troops in the 
field. The present occupant of the office— 
which like most others at this time was quasi-
hereditary—was Vinayaka Pillai. The diarist 
declared to de Leyrit that he had made four 
or five lakhs out of his employment, and that 
Vinayakan had complained to Godeheu of his 
having had to give Dupleix two of them 
During the interregnum between Godeheu's 
departure and de Leyrit's arrival Barthelemy 
invested this worthy w i t h the privilege of 
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hav ing a roundel carried over h i m in pub l ic 
in re turn (as the diarist avers) for a present 
of 10,000 rupees. 

I t is u n l i k e l y that the offence resided 
merely in this very usual transaction. The 
d ign i ty conferred was certainly reckoned 
great ; but so was the responsibility of the 
office. The real crime (in Ranga Pil lai 's eyes) 
was that he as Courtier had not been consult­
ed in the matter, a l though the Arumpdtai 
was under his orders ; and, wha t was worse, 
he feared that Vinayakan was i n t r i gu ing to 
become Courtier. Tale-bearers informed h i m 
tha t a for tn igh t after de Leyri t ' s a r r iva l , 
Vinayakan had held a cacheri and announced 
his coming appointment. The tale exagger­
ated the fact ; but Vinayakan was actual ly 
presented to the Governor by Barthhelemy, and 
al lowed to offer a nazar and receive a dress of 
honour, apparently provided at the recipient's 
own expense. 

The severity of this blow was however 
softened by the magnificence w i t h w h i c h 
Ranga P i l l a i celebrated the marriages of his 
daughters and other relatives. An elaborate, 
h i g h l y decorated pandai was erected. On the 
set day the diarist 's two sons were sent each 
on an elephant, w i t h r i c h howdahs, to b id the 
Governor and his Councillors to the wedding. 
They came in state, and remained f rom six 
t i l l midnight , when they departed w i t h costly 
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gifts—the Governor w i th an English cut 
diamond ring worth 500 pagodas, and Ranga 
Pillai's great enemy Barthelemy wi th one 
worth 100. Yet this splendid festivity was 
said to be not a hundredth part as fine as that 
which attended the marriage of our diarist's 
eldest daughter. 

An attempt is said to have been made 
to turn this to his undoing. One of the 
many who grudged Ranga Pil lai his restored 
influence and the revenue farm is related 
to have pointed out to de Leyrit that on 
the former occasion Dupleix had received a 
present of 40,000 rupees, although at that time 
the Company held no territory beyond the few 
villages dependent on Pondichery, so that the 
only persons to bestow gifts on Ranga Pillai 
himself had been the Company's merchants 
and the towns-people ; now that he must have 
laid al l the revenue amaldars and others under 
contribution, he must have received much 
more, and could easily have given the Governor 
a lakh, had he maintained the proportion of 
the former ceremony. If this story was really 
told to de Leyrit—and it is l ikely enough—it 
must have lingered in his mind, even though 
it had no immediate effect. 

At the moment Ranga Pillai's position in 
the Governor's favour was secured by the pro­
mises he had made. On de Leyrit's arrival he 
had held himself in the back-ground, waiting 
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to see wha t at t i tude the Governor w o u l d 
assume towards h i m , and no doubt reckoning 
that his services wou ld be more h i g h l y valued 
if de Ley r i t were left to seek them instead of 
finding them pressed upon h i m . De Leyr i t had 
moreover heard of the Courtier. On the voyage 
down from Bengal a member of the Council, 
Lenoir by name, had apparently sung Banga 
Pil lai 's praises, as the person most capable of 
looking after the Governor's interests. On his 
a r r iva l other councillors, notably Boyelleau, 
had confirmed the speeches of Lenoir. On the 
other hand Barthelemy had pressed Yinayakan 
on his attention and had probably depreciated 
Banga Pillai 's capacity for service. B u t 
Barth61emy's reputation d i d not stand h igh . A 
black mark had been set on h i m by Godeheu's 
refusal to leave h i m in independent charge of 
the settlement u n t i l de Leyrit 's a r r iva l . On the 
whole then the new Governor was probably 
prepossessed in the Courtier's favour ; and this 
feeling may w e l l have been strengthened by 
Banga Pillai 's att i tude. On A p r i l 2, the 
affair of Vinayakan broke-down the Courtier's 
reserve. In a curious in terview he reproached 
the Governor for the undeserved favours he 
had shown to Barthdlemy's protege, and 
declared himself anxious to promote the Gov­
ernor's profit " if you also w i l l l isten to no 
advice bu t mine." This de Leyr i t was quite 
prepared to do—on condit ion that i t was 
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material ly beneficial—and he proceeded for­
ma l ly to recognise the diarist as Courtier. 
Kanga P i l l a i failed to secure a l l the honours he 
desired. He had hoped to be received w i t h 
m i l i t a r y honours in passing the Town and 
Fort Gates. His friends in Council d id not 
venture to recommend such a deviation from 
custom ; but he was received w i t h the same 
honours wh ich had been accorded h i m by 
Godeheu. 

So far matters seemed shaping tolerably 
we l l . B u t Kanga P i l l a i was soon to find that 
he had strong enemies. Delarche, for example, 
succeeded in interfering in the management of 
affairs w i t h Kaza Sahib ; thus trenching again 
on what had been—in the old days before the 
French had become a pol i t ical power— the Cour­
tier's special field of business. More threatening 
s t i l l was the matter of the revenues. On de 
Leyrit 's arr ival , when he assured Kanga P i l l a i 
that he should be continued in his farm, he 
had spoken warningly about the need of regular 
payments. Then, when two old amaldars 
under Papayya P i l l a i refused to give in their 
accounts, Kanga P i l l a i beat one and confined 
h i m . Barthelemy intervened and got h i m 
released. Then came up the matter of the 
European sureties, w h i c h requires more ex­
planation than is to be found in the diary. 

Very l i t t l e is k n o w n about the brief history 
of French land revenue administrat ion in the 
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Carnatic. Some documents of a later date are 
to be found in the memoires issued on behalf 
of L a l l y and de Leyr i t ; but these relate to a 
subsequent and even more disordered period 
than the present. There are a few references 
to Ranga Pillai 's management in the extracts 
pr inted by Duple ix in his Reponse a Ia lettre du 
sieur Godeheu. Bu t the chief source of infor­
mat ion is provided by letters wr i t t en in 1756 
and 1757 by Ranga P i l l a i himself, copies of 
w h i c h I found among the Gallois-Montbrun 
papers at Pondichery, and was permitted to 
transcribe by the courtesy of their owner. I 
hope to p r in t these as appendices to the later 
volumes of the Diary to w h i c h they more 
properly relate. 

I t appears that when the land revenues 
were taken from the charge of Papayya P i l l a i , 
they were separated in to a number of leases, 
given each to a single person for w h o m i n ­
habitants of Pondichery, approved by Godeheu, 
stood surety. Bu t in January, when an 18 
months' truce w i t h the Engl ish was proclaimed, 
it was thought tha t a larger amount could be 
secured. Ranga P i l l a i offered—or was, as he 
himself says, over-persuaded to offer—a l a k h 
and a ha l f of rupees more than the to ta l of the 
exist ing leases. What th is to ta l was I have 
not found stated; but the leases were can­
celled, and the whole revenue management 
transferred to the Courtier for five years. He 
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proceeded to sub-let the revenues to various 
farmers ; and it is stated in the diary that the 
great cause of Barthelemy 's enmity against h i m 
was his refusal to grant h i m Gingee at less 
than the regular rent. However in several 
cases he accepted Europeans as sureties for 
sub-farmers whom they recommended to h i m . 
They were for the most part the m i l i t a r y com­
mandants of the districts concerned. On the 
strength of their leases f rom Ranga P i l l a i they 
interfered in the administrat ion of the amal-
d&rs, made collections, vexed and ill-treated 
the inhabitants, but made no remittances to 
Pondichery, so that Ranga P i l l a i could only 
meet his obligations to the Company by borrow­
ing on his private credit. Meanwhile in 
November he was reduced to complain to the 
Governor tha t the persons who had stood 
sureties for the old renters wou ld not pay what 
was due under the leases that had been can­
celled. On the 13th of November some were 
called before de Leyr i t and ordered to p a y ; 
and on the 16th others appeared. Bu t al though 
the Courtier had thus far the support of the 
Governor's author i ty , the si tuat ion was evi­
dent ly threatening, and the year closed w i t h a 
great uncertainty whether he w o u l d be able to 
continue the payments on account of his lease. 
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SEPTEMBER 1754. 

Sunday, September 8.1—When the Governor1 

returned from church this morning, M. 
Delarche was t a lk ing w i t h h im . I went when 
he sent for me and he asked w h y Taqi Sahib 
had not given h i m a dress of honour. I said, 
1 He has been t r y i n g to see you for the last 
four days, but you were busy wr i t i ng letters 
w i t h closed doors, so he d i d not br ing i t . ' — 
' Tel l h i m to br ing i t at half-past four this 
evening,' he said. 1 said 1 wou ld do so, and 
to ld h i m that the- master-gunner should be 
ordered to fire a salute of five guns. He to ld 
me to send a peon for the master-gunner. 
When he came, I gave h i m the proper orders 
and sent h i m away. 

M. Delarche then said that we ought to 
have men at Madras and Cuddalore to report 
the a r r iva l and departure of ships, i said I 
wou ld see to i t . He continued, ' It does not 
matter even if it cost 100 rupees a month to 
get the news. I w i l l also wr i te to my Armenian 
fr iend at Madras to get news.'3 

1 27th Avani, Bhava, 
2 That is, Godeheu who arrived at Pondichery on August 2. 
3 It was usual for the rival settlements to maintain a close watch 

upon each other's trade, which was a subject of regular report to the 
Companies at home. 
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The Governor approved and added, ; I hear 
tha t three ships have reached Cuddalore w i t h 
troops. Is tha t true ?' I said that it was,1 and 
added, ' Some of the soldiers who were landed, 
were sick and some have been sent to Tr ich i -
nopoly by way of Devikot ta i . More ships are 
coming. I hear tha t a new Governor of St. 
David's has been appointed ; Mr . Saanders has 
been appointed Commissioner to make peace2 

and Mr . Pigot at Vizagapatam is coming as 
Governor of Madras.3 The terms of peace w i l l 
be discussed when he reaches Madras.' 
M. Pelarche said, I have heard that. This 
Pigot, who is Chief at Vizagapatam and who 
has been appointed Governor of Madras, was 
only a young wr i t e r ten years ago.' The 
Governor d i d not take up the subject but said 
tha t Mr . Starke4 w o u l d become the Second at 
Madras. After t a l k i n g thus for about a 

1 This was Watson's and Adiereron's expedition. The Britannia 
reached Fort St. David September 1, and the Kent and London soon 
after her. They carried part of Adlercron's regiment. Watson with 
H.M.SS. Kent and Salisbury arrived September 9. The whole 
expedition comprised four ships of the line with a frigate and a sloop, 
and about 900 royal troops. 

2 He had received orders to enter into a provisional treaty, but it 
made no difference to his position as Governor. 

3 George Pigot, son of Richard Pigot of Westminster, was born in 
1719, and came out writer in 1737. He was a brother of the Admiral 
Pigot who was sent out to replace Rodney in the West Indies in 1782. 
He became a prisoner when Madras was taken in 1746, and went 
home where he remained t i l l 1750. After serving a short time at 
St. David's, he was appointed Chief of Vizagapatam. He succeeded 
Saunders as Governor when the latter resigned in January 1755. He 
must then have been thirty-six—an early age. 

* See Vol. V I I I , p. 164, n. 1, supra. 

\ 
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quarter of an hour, I took leave, but 
M. Delarche stayed behind for five minutes. 
M. Desfresnes then went away w i t h M. Clouet. 
I went to my office. 

He then sent for me at eleven o'clock to 
give me a letter f rom Safdar Husain of Kalavai , 
saying that a dress of honour was being sent 
w i t h congratulations on his appointment as 
Governor. When the messenger who brought 
the letter was questioned, he presented the 
dress of honour. The Governor received it 
and said that Taqi Sahib's dress of honour 
could be presented this afternoon. He told 
me to wri te a reply w i t h compliments to 
Safdar Husain Sahib, ki l ledar of Kalavai . 
He also to ld me to get the letters translated 
in to French. I said I w o u l d do so and came 
away. 

At four o'clock this evening Taqi Sahib's 
presents and cloth, and those of the poligar 
of Tura iyur were carried in the Governor's 
pa lankin f rom my office to the Governor's 
house w i t h music and dancing. When Taqi 
Sahib's presents had been given, a salute of 
five guns was fired. Taqi Sahib's presents 
were as follows :— 

A horse ; 
a muhamudi1; 

1 Cf. Country Correspondence, 1749, p. 37. "A Mahomodey 
Jamavar." I take it the word here signifies H. dress after the Muham­
madan fashion. 
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a turban ; 
a mattakaka1 ; 
a mrpech ; 
and a jamawar, along w i t h a dress of 

honour for his younger brother. 
The Tura iyur poligar's presents were :— 

A shining dress of honour and five jewels 
for the Governor and five more for his youngei 
brother. 

The Governor was delighted w i t h the 
jewels when they were presented to h im , and 
graciously read the French statemeht presented 
by the Tura iyur poligar's people. The vaki ls 
who had come were given leave after receiving 
rose-water and pan suparf. The Governor then 
drove out to Ar iyankuppam in the evening 
for the f e s t i va l 2 ; bu t when he returned at 
about nine o'clock, he found the gate closed. 
He sent w o r d to the Major, and, having 
obtained his orders, entered and went home. 
T i l l then I had been at m y office but then 
came home. 

I ate my supper at eleven o'clock ; and at 
half-past eleven, as my younger brother8 was 
breathing his last, I v is i ted h i m and had a l l 
the ceremonies performed. When he had given 
me his last commissions, his soul lef t his body 

1 Not identified. 
2 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, The Jesuits had 'a church 

at Ariyankuppam. 
3 Tiruvengadam Pillai, 
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at midnight and reached the feet of God. He 
was born in the year Vijaya, 7th day of the 
month of Margali,1 under nakshatra Purva 
Ashada, at 25 naligais at night in Tula lagna.2 

Venus and Rahu were then in the next house 
to the Lagna Vrischika ; in the th i rd house 
from Lagna, that is, in Dhanus, there were the 
Sun, Mercury and the Moon ; in the fourth 
house, that is, in Makara, there was Mars ; in 
the fifth house, that is, in Kumbha, there was 
Jupiter ; in the eighth house, Yrishaba, there 
was Ketu ; in the tenth house, Karkataka, 
there was Gulika ; in the eleventh house, 
Simha, there was Saturn. Pirambur Tiru-
vengadam Pillai's second son, Tiruvengadam 
Pillai, was born under this horoscope. He 
was married in the year Rakshasa in the 
month of Ani , on the 11th day.3 His son was 
born in Nala year, 19th day of Masi on 
Tuesday at 27 naligais at night in Makara 
lagna.4 His daughter was born in Raudri 
on Saturday, 10th Arppisi at 24 naligais 
in Kanya lagna.5 

He lived in pleasure like Indra, in giving 
like Karna, in intellect like Yugi the minister, 
in courage like the Himalaya mountain, in 

1 December 7, 1713. 
2 For these and the following astrological terms, the reader may 

be referred to Diwan Bahadnr Swamikannu Pillai's Indian Chronology, 
Madras, 1911. 

3June 10,1735. 
4 February 15,1737. 
5 October 11,1740, 
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grandeur like the ocean ; he thus lived 40 
years, 8 months and 20 days, and died in 
Bhava year on Sunday, the 27th day of Avani 
between 15 and 16 naligais after night-fall. 
Then every member of our household felt as 
if the whole world had come to an end. The 
moment of his death was in Mithuna lagna. 
under nakshatra Bohini. The horoscope for 
that moment is the year Bhava, Sunday, 27th 
day of Avani, the sixth t i t h i in the dark fort­
night ; at 6f naligais, the 7th t i t h i began ; 
the nakshatra was Kr i t t ika unt i l 20| naligais ; 
and of nakshatra Rohini 26 naligais had 
elapsed at the moment of death. The Karana 
Bhadrava ended at 6| naligais by day ; the 
Varjyam for night was nothing. In the third 
house, Simha, at this moment were Jupiter, 
the Sun, and Mercury ; in the fourth house, 
Kanya, were Venus, Mars and Rahu ; in the 
seventh house Dhanus, there was Saturn. In 
the tenth house, Mina, there was Ketu. In 
the twelfth house, Vrishaba, there was the 
Moon. In this position of the planets he died. 
Horoscopes for the birth of his son and daughter. 
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— 
Jupiter, Rahu. 

— 

, 
Mars, Saturn. 

Kulandai's noroscope. 

Ketu. Moon. Sun, Mercury. Venus. 

Monday, September 9}—The corpse was 
carried to the burning ground this morning, 
in an ivory palankin, wi th music, roundels, 
peacock-fans, &c, followed by the great men 
and the Company's merchants of the town. 
Guns were fired ; cloths spread on the road 
up to the burning ground ; and while the 
corpse was being carried thither w i th all these 
marks of honour, and during its burning, two 
Brahminy kites circled round.2 The ceremo­
nies were completed by ten, and all returned 
about eleven o'clock. 

I heard this evening that, M. Aubert, 
who has been sending away his property l i t t le 
by li t t le, had fled to Fort St. David wi th 
M. Guyonnet's wife. 1 am told that he owes 
Nallatambi Arunachala Chetti 11,000 rupees 
and Nambi, Arunachala Chetti, Tani Chetti, 
Mut tu Chetti, Irisappa Chetti and Mut tu 
Chetti jointly, 8,000 rupees. These say they 

1 28th Avarri, Bhava. 
2 An auspicious omen. See Thurston's Ethnographic Notes, p, 

247. 
3 There was a very able surgeon of this name at Ponduchery. 

The English records do not appear to mention the incident. 
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have his bonds for the amounts. As I could 
not go out , 11 to ld them to go and complain to 
the Governor. 

Tuesday, September 102—To-day, I heard 
the fo l lowing news :— 

The old Governor sent for M. Dusaussaye 
and to ld h i m that Papayya P i l l a i had been 
kept in prison for the last month wi thou t 
food, so that his stools were bloody and he 
himself at the point of death. Therefore he 
desired h i m to go to the new Governor and 
tel l h i m to permit Papayya P i l l a i to take his 
food at home, as otherwise his accounts could 
never be settled. M. Dusaussaye informed 
M. Delarche, who to ld M. Godeheu, the new 
Governor. He d i d as he was desired. But as 
Papayya P i l l a i cannot even walk , he was 
carried in a covered pa lankin w i t h an escort 
of 8 soldiers and 8 sepoys. His son, Alanka-
ram, who is imprisoned in the Fort dungeon, 
Sundara Pillai's younger brother Ohandra-
sekhara P i l l a i , and Gangadhara P i l l a i , who are 
also imprisoned, accompanied h i m to his 
house. The soldiers stood by even dur ing 
their m e a l ; and then they were carried in the 
covered palankins back to their dungeon.3 

1 Because the ceremonies for his brother were as yet incomplete. 
2 29th Avani, Bhava. 
3 These men were imprisoned in the hope of wringing out of 

hem the truth regarding the tangled accounts of the Carnatic rev­
enues. 
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Wednesday, September 11}—I d i d not go 
out to-day. 

I hear that three Europe ships have reached 
Tort St. D a v i d w i t h about 1,000 soldiers, can­
non, muskets, powder, shot, & c , in abund­
ance. The chief man who came by the ships, 
learning that the fugi t ive M. Auber t was a 
Frenchman, ordered h i m to be imprisoned. 
Nal la tambi Arunachalam, Tani Chetti , Mut -
tayya Chetti , Alagappa Chetti , Irisappa Chetti , 
M u t t u , Nal la tambi Arunachalam and my 
younger brother are going to the Governor to 
complain that he owes them money j o i n t l y . 

To-day Papayya Pilaai, & c , were allowed to 
take their food as yesterday and again i m p r i ­
soned. 

Thursday, September 12?—M. Godeheu, the 
new Governor, and M. Barthelemy the Second, 
sent Yinayaka P i l l a i to fetch me and Appavu , 
to condole w i t h me on the death of my 
younger brother. We went accordingly. The 
Governor condoled w i t h me, saying, ' D o n ' t 
remain at home overcome by sorrow for your 
younger brother's dea th ; but take courage 
and attend di l igent ly to the Company's busi­
ness. The Company trust you greatly. 
Therefore conduct yourself so as to satisfy 
them.' Hav ing spoken thus, he gave A p p a v u 

1 30th Avani, Bhava, 2 31 st Avani, Bhava. 

2 
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a dress of honour, and ordered a salute to be 
fired. He also gave me presents and sent me 
home wi th music, dancers and players. So I 
returned home in state, where I dismissed them 
wi th rosewater and pan supdri. 

To-day the old Governor also sent for me 
and Appavu and expressed great sorrow at 
the death of my younger brother. I replied 
that he had been fated not to eat the Gover­
nor's food longer. He answered, ' His health 
has been bad for these nine years, and I know 
you did your utmost for him. But God 
willed otherwise, so of what use is lamenta­
t i on? ' 

Having thus consoled me, he asked if any 
one had come to buy elephants. I replied I had 
written for sowcars to come. He continued, 
' If they w i l l come and buy, well and good; 
but if not, I am not going to trust the ele­
phants to anyone. I w i l l have them shot,' 

said that sowcars would come, and took 
leave, promising to return in two or three 
days w i t h the accounts of our transactions. 

Papayya Pi l la i was not allowed to eat at 
home, as he did yesterday and the day before. 

At eleven o'clock the new Governor sent 
for me as a letter had come from Nandi Raja 
I interpreted its contents, and, as it was long, 
he asked me to get it written out in French, 
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He then gave me the letter sent through 
M. Maissin by Muhammad ' A l i Khan at 
Trichinopoly and asked me to interpret i t . 
It was as follows :—' I have learnt everything 
from your boastful letter. . You ask me to 
release your soldiers that have been captured. 
I am surprised that you should have written 
so improperly. Fifty or sixty years ago, you 
petitioned the Naw&b here to be permitted to 
build a factory at one of the sea-ports and 
to carry on trade. The Nawab agreed in order 
that the Sarkar might benefit by your trade. 
So for many years you carried on trade. Then 
M. Dupleix, the late Governor, seized the 
country belonging to the Padsh&h and des­
troyed i t . How can you trouble the Padshah's 
country ? You must confine yourselves to 
trade and not exceed those limits. ' 

When I reported the contents of this boast­
fu l letter, he observed that it must have been 
written by the advice of the English ; and 
asked me to get it translated into French by 
M. Delarche. I gave it accordingly to Mada-
nanda Pandit, and sent h im to M, Delarche to 
get a French translation. I then went to my 
office. 

This afternoon the Governor sent for me. 
Madananda Pandit came w i t h M. Delarche's 
French translation of Muhammad ' A l i Khan's 
letter, When the Governor had read i t , he 
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said angrily, ' Muhammad ' A l i Khan was so 
puffed up w i t h pride that he knew not 
what he was wr i t i ng . I w i l l send h i m a letter 
that w i l l br ing h i m back to his senses.'—4 I t 
should be so,' I said. 

He then asked me to interpret Nandi Raja's 
and Perumukkal Miyan Sahib's letters. Naodi 
Raja's letter was as follows :—' M. Maissin, 
the commander, who was w i t h our army 
at Rettaimalai, A l l u r and those parts, has 
marched to Srirangam, sending his cannon and 
other munitions of war by boat. I sent word 
asking why he should go to Srirangam w i t h 
his army, leaving my army here. He replied 
that he only wished to carry away the surplus 
ammuni t ion and wou ld leave the rest w i t h the 
army here. When crossing the Cauvery, one 
of the boats sank. I have spent over two 
crores in order to capture Trichinopoly. So 
w h y should I wr i te falsely ?' Four pages were 
wr i t t en about this matter ; but I only reported 
briefly the important points. The Governor 
then ordered the letter to be translated, as it 
was very long, adding, 'Mor4r i Rao's and 
Nandi Raja' 's letters must be sent to M. 
Maissin ; so get them put in to French.' 

Perumukkal M i y a n Sahib's letter was as 
follows :—' Though I have been a friend of the 
French for the last fifty years, yet my jaghirs 
have been seized and I have been pu t to great 
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trouble. But now that you are pleased to 
order my jaghir to be restored, it is again 
in my possession.' When I reported the 
contents of this letter, wi th the usual compli­
ments, the Governor was delighted. 

Then Salem Savarimuttu came wi th aq 
order for 1,800 pagodas on account of the 
Company's cloth. When the Governor had 
signed the order, I gave it to Savarimuttu's 
son-in-law ; and taking leave went to M. Le 
Beaume to desire him to translate the letters. 
But he replied that it was late and that it 
might be done to-morrow. So I went to my 
office. 

When the Governor sent for me at eleven 
o'clock, M. Boyelleau came to me and said, 
'I told the Governor that according to custom, 
presents should be given to your younger 
brother's son and salutes fired on account of 
his father's death. He agreed and told me 
that he had heard, both in Europe and from 
Europeans on his arrival here, that you are a 
great man, clever and capable enough to 
manage the Company's affairs wi th success and 
reputation for whomsoever employed you ; 
and on seeing you he formed the same opinion, 
and entrusted to your management the affairs 
of the Tamils and Muhammadans, the outside 
country and the town itself. But he thinks 
you are afraid of M, Dupleix and unwil l ing 
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to take part in business. If you would only 
inquire into matters and inform him, he would 
give you this and that ; but as you do not do 
so, and he has but newly taken charge of the 
Government, he is l ike a man lost in a great 
forest, not knowing which way to turn. He 
desired me to tell you al l this.'—' Indeed,' I 
replied, ' when he imprisoned Papayya Pillai, 
he asked me to attend to affairs both wi th in 
and without and to appoint men to examine 
his accounts and search al l persons passing 
through the gates. So I prepared to attend 
duly to a l l matters, and in al l ways to examine 
the accounts. But then he entrusted some 
matters, to M. Delarche, some to the Second, 
and others to you, to M. Dusaussaye and 
writer Kanga Pillai and he listened to 
everything people said to him. M. Delarche 
concealed some things and reported others ; 
and at their desire procured the restoration 
of the houses of Papayya Pillai's agents. 
When I began to report one or two matters 
to the Governor, he told me he would 
manage through me from September onwards, 
and t i l l then not to visit h im unless I was 
sent for. So of course I have been doing 
nothing.' To this M. Boyelleau replied, ' The 
Governor is new, and believes whatever he is 
told, and gives orders accordingly. Why do 
you not go and tel l h im what should be done 
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and what avoided ? He should settle matters 
affecting Europeans and you the affairs of the 
Tamils. Why do you not attend to the Com­
pany's business as diligently as you did un t i l 
NAsir Jang's death, workings day and night 
and securing glory as dazzling as the sun ?' I 
replied,' The Governor is new. I do not know 
his nature, nor he mine. He has ordered me 
to visit h im only when sent for ; and he has 
given the management of affairs to others. If 
now I were to go and tell h im something, he 
might ask in anger what concern it was of 
mine ; and tell me to keep quiet. You know 
well, I do not wish to incur his anger. How 
then can you advise me thus? Affairs w i l l 
prosper only if they are managed as I have 
advised ; and if they are entrusted to me after 
they have been ruined by others, nothing 
but blame can fal l upon me.' When I thus 
explained matters to him, M. Boyelleau said, 
' That is true. I w i l l tel l the Governor to listen 
to no one but you, and manage al l business 
by you ; and he shall send for you and tel l you 
everything.' I replied that I would not attend 
to any business un t i l he had spoken to the 
Governor and the latter had sent for me and 
told me to attend to the affairs of the Tamils, 
the town and country business and that of the 
MuhammadanS. M. Boyelleau assented. 
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Friday, September 13.1—When I went to the 
Governor this morning, he gave me Morari 
Rao's letter to interpret. It says, 'Because 
the French are valiant, resolute and glorious, 
who have prospered in many former matters, 
and by their conquests spread their fame even 
to the ears of the Padshah at Delhi, therefore 
I barkened to the words of that great man, 
M. Dupleix, consented to his terms, and was 
ever ready to obey his wishes. After thus 
joining you in war, I lost many horses and 
men, including my younger brother, but I 
have never received the promised pay for eight 
or nine months, and M. Dupleix made false 
charges against me, although he owed me 
13 lakhs of rupees for pay, etc. I w i l l never 
give up what is due, but w i l l collect it some­
way or other. As you are a great man newly 
come from Europe to inquire exactly into all 
things, I appeal to you to settle this affair. 
As I place al l reliance on you, 1 am sending 
to my vakils al l the deeds executed by 
AL Dupleix. Be pleased to make fu l l inquiries 
about them, procure payment of what is due 
to me, and send a reply.' 

When I interpreted it thus, he told me to 
get it translated into French by M. Le Beaume. 
I and Madananda Pandit therefore visited 
M. Le Beaume. 

* 1st Purattasi, Bhava. 
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Afterwards the old Governor sent for me 
and Baza Sahib (Mir Ghulam Husain's sister's 
son) who brought a notary's copy of the bond 
for the l a k h of rupees lent by M i r Ghulam 
Husain. When we arrived, the old Governor 
asked if he had brought M i r Ghulam Husain's 
bond. He replied that he had brought a 
notary's copy. Thereon the old Governor 
continued,' Oh, you do not trust mo then, and 
have brought a copy of the bond ! I could 
not bo trusted so far !' Thus he spoke very 
angri ly and to ld h i m to go, refusing to pay. 
When he had gone, he said mockingly that his 
face was l ike a monkey's or a devil's, and 
added, ; I hear that Arunachala P i l l a i has got 
a lease of the Chidambaram and T i r u v i t i 
Panchmahals, and the Vriddhachalam and 
Gopurapuram countries, for three years, at 
5 lakhs for the first year, and 7½1 for the second 
and the t h i r d , w i t h 10 per cent, deduction for 
the cost of sibbandi. As everyone wants to 
secure for himself what he can get in these 
troublous times, who indeed can be trusted ? 
No leases should be granted at present; and 
you should say who is and who is not a man 
of property, for you know everything. ' I 
replied, 4 Have I any say in those matters ? 
M. Delarche and wri ter Ranga P i l l a i settle 
i t . ' — ' Then,' he replied, ' why are you named 
manager of Tami l and Muhammadan and 

3 
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country matters ? Even if you are not sent 
for and consulted, should you not say what is 
right and what wrong ?' I replied, ' I can only 
do that if I am sent for ; if I were to say any-
thing without being asked, I might be told 
that it was not my business and that I could 
say nothing. What could I answer ? ' He then 
angrily disraissed me. But as I was beginning 
to go, he called me back to ask where Morâri 
Râo was. I said I had heard he was at 
Vâlikondâpuram. He then asked why I had 
not brought my accounts and why I was 
interfering in country affairs. He threatened 
me wi th all sorts of things if I did not 
produce the accounts. I replied that the 
accounts were being written, and that I would 
bring them. 

So I took leave and went to M. Le Beaume 
to get the Prench translation of Morâri Râo's 
letter ; but Madanânda Pandit was fetched 
away to read Arunâchala Pillai's parwâna of 
confirmation. Afterwards he was given 
présents and dismissed ; so that it was half-
past twelve before Madanânda Pandit came 
back and the letter was finished. When all 
was finished, I came home. 

Saturday, September 14}—1 paid my respects 
to the Govèrnor this morning and gave him 

12nd Purattâsi, Bhava. 
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the French translations of Morar i Rao's, the 
Turaiyur Reddi's and the [k i l l edar ] of Kala-
vai's letters. He read them, and then tak ing 
me aside, asked w h y his name had not been 
wr i t t en in Salabat Jang's letter. I replied, 
' It is not necessary in Persian letters. Only 
the name 1 is wri t ten , and a seal bearing your 
name is affixed. They do the same whenever 
they wri te . Bu t as at first no seal had been 
cut w i t h your name, the small seal w i t h your 
coat of arms2 was affixed, and your name was 
wr i t t en so that they might know from whom 
it came.' He then asked me w h y I had sent 
my letter to Salabat Jang in the same bag as his. 
I replied, ; It wou ld not be seemly for you 
yourself to wr i te of your greatness and 
glory. Therefore I wrote at length about your 
valour, glory and character, and explained 
what respect should be shown to you. This 
is customary ; otherwise I should not have 
done so.'—' But, ' he objected, ' w h y has not 
M. Bussy wr i t t en a l l this ?'—' That,' I replied, 
' is because M. Bussy has been a l l powerful 
w i t h Salabat Jang. Bu t when my letter is 
received, I shall be openly informed of what 
they mean to do and I shall in fo rm you. 
Hi ther to he3 has been managing a l l affairs 
w i thou t interference, but he now fears some 

1 Le. of the addressee. 2 L i t . your weapons.' 3 i.e. M. Bussy. 
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hindrance may arise, if I should write [to 
Salabat Jang], whereas he thinks he can 
continue doing as he pleases if you prevent 
me from writ ing. Since Nasir Jang's death, for 
the last three or three years and a half, I have 
not written to Salabat Jang, etc., nor he to me ; 
for M. Dupleix and Madame used to write 
or sometimes Madame Dupleix alone. So I 
have had no correspondence w i t h them. But 
formerly my letters were sent w i t h theirs, and 
the same was done w i t h Kanakaraya 
Mudali's.'—'Is that true?' he asked. ' W h y 
should I tell you lies ?' I replied. ' You may 
ask M. Boyelleau, M. Delarche or any one else 
who used to be a councillor, or the Brahman 
who has always written the Persian letters.'— 
4 This is why I have been displeased wi th you 
for the last:week,' he observed. 

He then continued, ' I became Governor 44 
days ago, but, although you have been the 
chief of the Tamils and Muhammadans and in 
charge of country matters, you have never 
told me plainly how affairs should be 
managed.' I replied, 61 can only explain if 
you send for me and ask me. I told you about 
one or two matters, soon after your arrival, 
but you did not listen to me. So I have been 
keeping quiet.' He said, 'First you have 
caused the removal of M. Dupleix and now 
the imprisonment of Papayya Pillai . Why 
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should you do nothing.and never explain 
affairs ?' I replied, ; You did not consult me 
about imprisoning Papayya Pil lai ; but told 
me of it the evening afterwards, and asked 
me to make enquiry. Then I ascertained the 
names of the farmers, and used every effort 
to get evidence and proof about his accounts. 
I arranged to keep guards on the houses of 
Papayya Pillai's gumastahs, and had them 
sealed up. In consequence of the fear that 
this caused, one or .two paid up what they 
owed Papayya Pillai. I do not know what 
M. Dupleix and writer Ranga Pil lai may have 
told you, but then they sent people to remove 
the seals from the houses of Papayya Pillai's 
gumastahs and did what seemed good to them. 
This upset matters, and I did nothing more ; 
for if I had, I should have been blamed. Had 
you but consulted me touching Papayya 
Pillai's imprisonment, I would have done 
what was needed to unravel his affairs. But 
that was not done, either first or last. Other­
wise I would have arranged to clear up the 
whole matter ; but what was done was like 
tying up air in a bag. Like air, the matter 
has slipped through our fingers, and success 
w i l l be very difficult.'—' Let bygones be by­
gones,' the Governor replied. ' Henceforward 
I w i l l manage European affairs, and you shall 
be chief of the Tamils and Muhammadans, 
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and manage the country and town affairs. 
No one else shall have any hand in them. 
I promise it shall be so.' 

He then said, 'i hear that outside people 
used to send presents to M. Duple ix ; w h y 
have they not done so to me ? ' I replied, ' I 
have sent word to Nand i Raja, Morar i Rao, 
the killedars and other great people who are 
f r iendly to us, about presents ; I have already 
delivered you the presents received from 
some ; and others w i l l be received. Morar i 
Rao has delayed his presents because his affair 
has not yet been settled. I have now sent 
word to his vaki ls to hasten them, and they 
have wr i t ten . The presents w i l l come shortly. 
As for Nand i Raja's presents, as you are 
a great man newly come from Europe, and 
he also is a great man, I to ld his v a k i l 
"Venkatanaranappa A y y a n to obtain r i ch and 
honourable presents, such as elephants, horses, 
laced dresses of honour, jewels, etc. He 
accordingly wrote to Nandi Raja ; and as the 
latter had no suitable things by h im , he has 
wr i t t en for r i ch jewels to the Raja and the 
chief dalavai at Seringapatam. A letter has 
also been sent from here to Seringapatam. 
They w i l l be packed and sent on as soon as 
they are received.' I added, ' As for Salabat 
Jang's presents, M. Bussy should t e l l h i m to 
despatch suitable ones w i t h due respect and 
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without delay.' The Governor observed,' You 
must send your men to get Salabat Jang's 
camp news, without M. Bussy's knowing i t , 
and also to Masulipatam, to Bhaji Rao, to 
Nandi Raja's camp at Trichinopoly and to 
Morari Rao's camp. Moreover letters must be 
written to the Padshah, his vizier, and Bhaji 
Rao.' I replied, ' I t is not usual to write to 
the Padshah , but to Ghazi-ud-din Khan's son, 
who is the vizier of Alamgir PadsMh.'—' In 
that case,' he replied, ' write letters to Ghazi-
ud-din Khan's son and Bhaji Rao. Hencefor­
ward I w i l l attend to the European matters 
and you shall manage the affairs of the town, 
and the country and Muhammadan business 
as you please. I w i l l see that none except our 
two selves manage matters.'—' If you persist 
in this,' I said, ' you shall see how well and 
diligently I w i l l conduct your affairs to a 
successful end, just as you have heard how I 
laboured for the Company's glory t i l l the death 
of Nasir Jang ; and how affairs went wrong 
when they were entrusted to others.' He 
answered joyful ly that he would entrust 
everything to me. I then took leave in order 
to visit M. Le Beaume and get Nandi Raja's 
letter translated into French, after which I 
went to my office at eleven o'clock. 

As the Governor had ordered the French 
answer to Muhammad ' A l i Khan's letter to 
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be w r i t t e n out in Persian by M. Delarche, 
Madananda Pandit vis i ted the latter at the 
comptoir in the Fort. His Persian translation 
was as follows : — ' Y o u complain in your letter 
that I who derive my author i ty from you, 
have not addressed you by your proper titles. 
You also say that 50 or 60 years ago the 
French sought leave from former Nawabs to 
hoist their flag in one of the sea-ports and 
carry on trade, w h i c h was permitted in the 
hope that the Sarkar's revenues wou ld thus be 
increased ; but that besides carrying on trade, 
they have seized and destroyed the PadsMh's 
countries. I am astonished that you should 
have wr i t t en thus and know not who could 
have advised you so improperly. Who knows 
your ti t les? We and the English in our 
country only mention you as Muhammad ' A l ! 
Khan wi thou t the addit ion of any t i t le . My 
K i n g has invested me w i t h a l l power and 
appointed me master of the ports in India , to 
dismiss Governors and Generals and appoint 
others in their place,, for wh ich he has given 
me a sufficient force of ships and men. In 
Europe I am of h igh rank. The whole wor ld 
knows that your Padshah, Muhammad Shah 
Padshah, gave us a mansab jaghir, t i t le , naubat 
and other marks of honour. Bu t who knows 
your ti t les or whether you have not invented 
them ? Moreover when our enemies, the 



1754J ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 25 

English, attacked our town, you joined them 
and d i d a l l you could against us, u n t i l you 
found the task too great for you. Even if 
there had been but a single man in the French 
factories, he w o u l d have maintained himself. 
A n d now you ask me to recall my troops. I 
w i l l only do that when you have made peace. 
I am ready for either war or peace, as you 
may choose.' When he had read this letter, 
he to ld me to pu t i t in a cover and despatch it 
to-morrow. 

I was sent for at half-past four this even­
ing ; so I went w i t h Madananda Pandit. The 
chobdars at the gate said that they had been 
ordered by the Governor to admit none in to the 
house w i t h their shoes or slippers on ; but I and 
Madananda Pandit kept ours on. The Gover­
nor was w i t h his younger brother. He showed 
us a letter f rom Husain the mahout ; but then 
t u rn ing to Madananda Pandit asked angri ly 
how he had dared to come in w i t h his shoos on 
in spite of the chobdar's orders. He to ld h i m 
to go out and come back w i t h o u t them. 
Madananda Pandit replied evasively, '1 
always used to come in w i t h my slippers on.' 
Bu t the Governor's anger was only increased. 
He exclaimed, ' No one but Rangappan may 
come in w i t h his slippers on. Go out, and 
take off your slippers. Or else look out.' 
After this threat, Madananda Pandit went out 

4 
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and returned w i thou t his slippers. He then 
road Husain the mahout's letter, wh ich was as 
follows :—' Papayya P i l l a i has given mo a 
bond for 30,000 pagodas—for 20,000 pagodas 
w h i c h he owes me and 5,000 pagodas wh ich he 
owes Hasan-ud-din Khan for an elephant. 
He t r ied to recover the bond by stealth, 
wherefore I came away. Bu t I hear that you 
have come from Europe to enquire and do 
justice. Be pleased to order Papayya P i l l a i 
to pay me my money. I w i l l v is i t you when 
you desire.' 

As he was s t i l l angry w i t h Madananda 
Pandit, he said, ' W e l l , he had better ask 
Saiabat Jang for his money.' 

He then read Nand i Raja's letter wh ich 
was translated this morning as follows :— 
' A l though I wrote that, for the last year 
M. Maissin has behaved w i t h o u t spirit , whi le 
M. Main v i l l e has fought w e l l and gained 
success, yet the facts w h i c h I wrote were not 
credited, and I was to ld in answer that 
M. Maissin had won five or six battles in the 
country. I am assured that you w i l l render 
me a l l the necessary help to secure v ic tory . 
1 have spent two crores of money on this 
business, and myself am a great man. Should 
I speak falsehoods ? I w i l l send away a l l the 
royal troops, and v i s i t you at Pondichery w i t h 
my own 500 brave horse.' 
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He was very angry at this and ordered me 
to br ing Venkatanaranappa Ayyan , N a n d i 
Raja's v a k i l , to-morrow. I took leave and 
went to my office, 

I was sent for at nine o'clock to-night and 
to ld that a letter must be w r i t t e n to-morrow 
morning to Ghazi-ud-din Khan's son, the 
vizier of Alamgi r , the new Padshah at De lh i . 
I took leave, returned to my office and came 
home at ten. 

The Governor said this morning that 20 
passes must be made out in Persian, Marathi , 
Telugu, and Tami l , ordering our various posts 
to al low the Engl ish to pass freely w i t h their 
goods and clothes of a l l sorts, palankins, horses 
and money, etc. I t h i n k he means by this to 
obtain as many passes from the Engl ish so 
that a l l trade may go freely.1 

[Sunday], September 152—After re turning 
from church, the new Governor summoned 
a l l the councillors to a Counc i l ; but I do not 
know what was discussed. After the council 
had broken up, and when the councillors were 
departing, a peon said that* the Governor 
wanted me. I found the Governor and his 
younger brother t a l k i n g in his room. He 
said, ' I t o ld you last n ight to prepare 20 

1 This was stipulated by article 8 of the Truce Military Consul-, 
tations, 1754, page 226. 

3rd Purattasi, Bhava. 
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passes wr i t t en in Persian w i t h a Telugu trans­
la t ion below, to be sont to Mr . Saunders at 
Madras, to al low cloth, goods, palankins, horses 
and people to go free. Are they ready ?' I 
said that they only needed his seal. He 
opened his box and gave me the seal; and I 
gave h i m the 20 passes duly sealed. He then 
asked in what languages the passes were wr i t -
ton, and whether they should be wr i t t en out 
in French as wel l . I replied, '18 are in Persian 
w i t h Telugu below, and the other two in 
Persian w i t h Marathi . I f each is translated 
in to French and signed, the Tamils, Muham-
madans, etc., w i l l understand the Persian, 
Mara th i or Telugu, and w i l l see your name 
upon the seal ; and the Europeans w i l l read 
the French w i t h your signature.' Thereon he 
sont for his own European wr i te r and signed 
the French translation on each pass. He then 
wrote a letter to Mr. Saunders, the Governor 
of Madras, pu t it in a cover w i t h 20 passes and 
despatched it at once by a chobdar to Madras. 

He then asked w h y Venkatanaranappa 
Ayyan , the Mysore v a k i l , had been constantly 
v i s i t ing M. Dupleix , the former Governor. I 
explained that M. Duple ix had sent for h i m 
about business every three or four days, but 
not for the last ten days. I added that Morar i 
Rao's vaki ls often visi ted h i m about their 
business, and the merchants of the town about 
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money. ' Why did you not tell me about this ?' 
he asked. I replied, ' I should have done so 
had you asked me. As the Councillors and 
other Europeans come and go wi th your per­
mission, I thought that this too was wi th your 
leave.'—' Never mind about my orders/ he 
said ;' watch who visits h im and tel l me. I 
depend upon you entirely in all affairs.'—'I 
w i l l do so faithfully, ' I replied. ' For these 
40 years my father served the Company in its 
trade and I am now courtier. You may have 
heard how we have striven for the Company's 
welfare, and you shall be satisfied wi th my 
conduct. Never should I think of deceiving 
you about anything. But you must pardon me 
if I err by ignorance.'—' Well, ' he said,' enquire 
about the town affairs, the Company's mer­
chants, the petty merchants and others, and 
inform me.' I promised, went to my office, and 
thence came home. 

At three o'clock this afternoon the Go ver-
nor sent for me, and, giving me a letter from 
Nandi Raja, told me to interpret i t . It is as, 
follows :—' You may know that Mahfuz Khan 
is marching from Udaiyarpalaiyam to Trichi-
nopoly w i th 1,500 foot, 1,000 horse and 300 
Europeans, and that Muhammad ' A l i Khan 
means to halt near Serukkuvarpalaiyam, 
Uttamasari and those parts. The poligars of 
Ariyalur, Turaiyur and Udaiyarpalaiyam are 
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at tempting to cut off provisions f rom our 
armies at Utatur , La lgud i and those parts. 
This w i l l pu t our army to great straits ; there­
fore order M. Maissin to attack the enemy 
wherever they may appear.' When I reported 
this, he to ld me to get the letter translated 
in to French. I took leave and went to my 
office. As it was late, I decided to get it 
translated by M. Le Beaume to-morrow. 

Just then M. Barthelemy, the Second, sent 
for me and said, ' We must send 10,000 pagodas 
to M. Maissin for the Tr ichinopoly troops. 
H o w d i d you send 3,000 pagodas formerly ?' 
I replied that I had pu t them 500 in a bag, 
t ied a bag round the waist of each go 11a, and 
despatched them w i t h peons to guard them, 
' Do the same now,' he said. I answered that 
th is used to be the Arumpatai ' s business and 
asked that he should be ordered to see to i t . 
V inayaka P i l l a i was therefore sent for and 
given 10,000 pagodas to be despatched to M. 
Maissin at Tr ichinopoly. I saw the money 
despatched. 

[The Governor] then was watching a game 
of chess and desired my presence. I was w i t h 
h i m about a quarter of an hour, took leave, 
went to the office at half-past nine ; and came 
home at ten o'clock. 
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Friday, September 20.1—At nine o'clock th is 
morning, the new Governor sent for me and 
gave me letters to Nand i Raja and Morar i Rao 
to be translated from French in to Mara th i and 
Telugu. Then Morar i Rao's v a k i l Krishnama­
chari came and salaamed. The Governor t o ld 
h i m that he wou ld wr i te to Morar i Rao, and 
directed h i m to wr i te as follows :—' Y o u must 
settle a l l things w i t h M. Duple ix as I have 
nothing to do w i t h i t . M. Duple ix denies that 
ho owes you anything. Bu t as you wr i te that 
13 lakhs of rupees are due to you, you must 
settle this w i t h the old Governor. Or as Nand i 
Raja owes 20 lakhs, your dues may be set 
against this amount, and you may secure what 
is owing to you, and pay the rest to me.' The 
Governor added that Morar i Rao must be to ld 
not to abandon the French. Krishnamachari 
replied, ' My master is ha l t ing at Magalupettai, 
about five miles of Tyagadrug. I w i l l leave 
two persons here as sureties and v is i t h i m , 
explain affairs hero, and re turn in five or six 
days after learning his intentions.'—' A letter 
w i l l do as wel l , ' the Governor replied, ' a n d 
no one need go.' A l t h o u g h Krishnamachari 
urged his request, the Governor only repeated 
his answer. So we took leave. I went to M. 
Le Beaume w i t h Madananda Pandit and had 

8th Purattasi, Bhava. 
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the letters to Morar i Kao and the Raja wr i t t en 
in Marathi and Telugu. 

He sent for me at noon and, g iv ing me a 
draft of a French letter to the Raja of Pegu, 
asked me to have a letter wr i t t en to h i m . I 
took it away to Madananda Pandit to get it 
wr i t t en in Persian, in wh ich letters to that 
Raja are usually wr i t t en , and to ld h i m to take 
i t to M. Delarche. 

As I was going home for food, he said to 
me, 'Go to Mirza 'Abd-ul-nabi Beg and te l l 
h i m that he must pick out 30 of the hundred 
horses we have in pay ; that 30 shall be fed at 
the Company's expense and the men placed 
on the strength of the army ; if any of the 
horses die, he shall be paid for them. Tell 
h i m they w i l l only be wanted for a couple of 
months, so he must do this. Examine the 
horses and explain the matter to h im. ' But 
when I spoke to h i m in the street, in the 
Governor's own presence, he refused, and the 
Governor went in angri ly. 

I then took to the Governor the two presents 
sent to h i m and his younger brother by the 
ki l ledar of o ld Gingee and read the letter of 
compliment. He was pleased and to ld me to 
reply briefly, that he should receive a jaghir. 
I said I would do so, and came home. 

Mirzft 'Abd-ul-nabi Beg came to me and said 
that the Governor had sent for h i m again and 
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told him that, unless he gave the horses, he 
must join the army wi th the whole of his 
troop. He then took leave. 

I went to the Beach this afternoon and 
stayed wi th M. Le Beaume t i l l half-past eight 
preparing the letters for Nandi Raja, Morari 
Rao and the Raja of Pegu. I gave them to 
the new Governor after supper at half-past ten, 
had them sealed, put Nandi Raja's and the 
Raja of Pegu's letters in lace bags and tied 
them up. Morari Rao's letter was merely 
sealed. The Pegu Raja's letter was given to 
M. Bruno who put it along wi th the letters to 
be sent by the ships, and sealed it up. Nandi 
Raja's and Morari Rao's letters were put w i th 
M. Maissin's letter and sealed up together. 
He then dismissed me and I reached home at 
eleven o'clock. 

Saturday, September 21.1—I went to the 
Governor's and paid my respects to him as he 
was going to church for the feast. He asked 
if there was any news. I said I had heard that 
Morari Rao was camping at Manalurp^ttai 
near Tiruvannamalai, and that the English 
had sent some men to Tiruvandipuram. He 
then went on to church, and I went to my 
office. 

9th Purattasi, Bhava. 
5 
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Monday, September 23.1—To-day I went to 
Perumal Nayakkan's Choultry at six o'clock 
to have the sixteenth day ceremony duly per­
formed by Appavu for my younger brother, 
Tiruvengadam. When I and the others had 
retied our turbans,2 I left the choultry at 
seven o'clock w i th the Achariyar in a palan-
k in , Appavu, Annaswami, Ayyaswami3 and 
others preceding h im in a palankin, and 
accompanied by led-horses, music and dan­
cing, actors, and men bearing lances, roundels 
and other signs of honour. We reached home 
at eight o'clock. I distributed pan supdri to 
al l and dismissed them. When they had gone 
home, I took food w i t h my relations, and 
went to sleep at eleven o'clock. 

I hear that the viahanattdrs presented a 
petition to the new Governor, requesting per­
mission to rebuild the Vedapuri Iswaran tem­
ple, which M. Dupleix unjustly ordered to be 
destroyed.4 

Wednesday, September 25.5—At ten o'clock 
the new Governor sent for me and told me to in­
terpret the Tanjore Kaja's letter. It says :—' I 

1 11th Purattasi, Bhava. 
2 In sign of the ceremonies having been completed. 
3 Annaswami and Ayyaswami were Ranga Pillai's own sons. 
4 In 1748. See Vol. V, p. 295, supra. 
5 13th Purattasi, Bhava. 
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understand the contents of your letter. You 
have not kept the terms of the treaty made when 
I gave you Karikal, for when Hidayat Muhi-
ud-din Khan attacked our fort, your soldiers 
helped him wi th cannon, and greatly damaged 
the fort and our country. This is well-known ; 
and you too know i t , for you are wise, and 
hold the Government. If you behave so as to 
render the country happy, you w i l l win glory 
and our friendship w i l l increase. Return the 
agreement which was given you when you 
seized the country, releasing you from the 
payment of tribute. Desist from your recent 
conduct, and behave as of old, so that there may 
be peace and prosperity in the land. Thus you 
w i l l become glorious.' When I reported this, 
he told me to get it translated into French. 
I agreed. 

The Governor and his younger brother 
received two dresses of honour sent by the 
killedar of old Gingee. I gave his vakil , 
Yasanta Rao, pan supari and rosewater and 
read his letter of congratulations. I then took 
leave and came home. 

I went to M. Le Beaume this evening, to 
get a letter written to the Raja of Tanjore, and 
a list which I had been ordered to make, of 
the 9 jewels (a pearl necklace, a cross-hilted 
dagger, a goblet, breast ornaments, tobacco-
pipes set w i th rubies and diamonds, and 
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valued in a l l at 20 lakhs of rupees) w h i c h 
Nand i Raja had wished to pledge for 50,000 
rupees last J u l y when he needed money bu t 
w h i c h had been re turned 11 days later.1 M. 
Le Beaume said tha t he w o u l d correct and 
re turn it to-morrow. I took leave and went 
to my office at half-past seven. On the way 
I heard tha t M. Godeheu, the new Governor, 
had gone to M. Barthelemy's to supper. So 
I came home, 

Thursday, September 26.2—1 hear tha t Morar i 
Rao is ha l t ing at Sankaripuram, w h i c h he has 
captured, busi ly preparing to go home and 
destroying everything he cannot take away. 

Saturday', September 28.3— I v is i ted M. Du-
pleix, the o ld Governor, who had sent for me 
this morning to the Fort. I found there M i r 
Ghulam Husain's sister's sons [Mi rza ' A l i 
Sahib and Mir 'Abd-ul- lah Sahib4] and 
others. The old Governor was t a k i n g his 
coffee downstairs. I went and paid my res­
pects. He rose and approached me, and, 
cal l ing M i r Ghulam Husain's nephews, gave 
me a decree signed by M. Bourquenoud, for a 
l a k h of rupees, on w h i c h 94,000 had already 

1 See Vol. V I I I , p. 387, supra. 
2 14th Purattdsi, Bhava. 
3 16th Purattasi, Bhava. 
4 The names are conjectural. 
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been paid, The interest up to September 15 
was upwards of 30,000 rupees, so that the 
balance due was 36,493 rupees, 2 fanams and 
27 cash. He to ld me to read i t . When I had 
done so, he said, ' Te l l h i m that I w i l l pay 
64,000 rupees as a favour, but I am not bound 
to pay even that. M i r Ghulam Husain died 
leaving neither son nor wife , so that his pro­
perty belonged to the Sarkar. What c la im can 
the nephews have on it ? It was given to me 
when Chanda Sahib was on the point of seiz­
ing a l l his property.' He to ld me a l l about 
this, and added, ' M i r A'azam wants ha l f as 
his wife is a daughter of another sister of 
M i r Ghulam Husain. ' He to ld me to t e l l 
them this. When I d i d so, they said tha t the 
64,000 rupees had been borrowed before Chan­
du Sahib's coming. On this he replied that 
he w o u l d pay when they produced their bond. 
They objected that he ought to pay the 
money before receiving the bond. ' No, no,' he 
said, and, g i v i n g M i r A'azam M. Bourque-
noud's decree, dismissed them. As they were 
going, he took back the paper, and gave it to 
me, saying, ' Don't pay them unless they 
produce the or iginal bond. I have included 
the 64,000 rupees I borrowed in the l i s t of 
my debts, and I w i l l pay it when I receive the 
29 odd lakhs of rupees owing to me by the 
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Company.' The others d i d not agree to this, 
but he t o ld them to go away.1 

He then gave me I m a m Sahib's account 
and t o l d me to read it to his man when he came.3 

Then M . Gui l la rd , M . Bourquenoud, M . d u 
Bausset, and other gentlemen came w i t h whom 
he went upstairs. I took leave and went to 
my office. 

Mu'tabar K h a n (Husain Sahib's son), 
k i l ledar of Val ikondapuram and ranjangudi, 
sent M. Godeheu, his younger brother, M. 
Delarche and me a dress of honour each. M. 
Delarche presented the Governor's and his 
younger brother's at ten o'clock to-day, when 
a salute of 5 guns was fired. Replies were 
also w r i t t e n and despatched. 

Sunday, September 29.3—I went to the new 
Governor at half-past seven this morning and 
wai ted for h i m . When he was going to church 
at nine o'clock, I paid my respects. He went 
to the church and I to my office. 

1 This passage seems to refer to two separate transactions MIr 
Ghulam Husain had lent the Company a lakh in 1745 , and in 1750 the 
diarist mentions a sum of 64,000 rupees lent by him. Most of the 
first loan appears to have been paid off leaving a balance stil l due of 
6,000 plus 30,000 interest. That Dupleix refused to have anything to 
do with, I suppose on the ground that it had been lent to the Company. 
The second sum he seems to have been more or less willing to dis­
charge, by deputy if not in person. 

* Several loans had been made by him to the Company ; his children 
were s t i l l making claims against the French when they resettled Pon-
dichery in 1765. 

17th Purattasi, Bhava. 
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When he returned, he sent for me and for 
the Company's merchants and said, ' Mr . 
Saunders, the Governor of Madras, has sent 
20 passes, so that our trade may not be 
hindered, saying that he w o u l d attack any 
one who d i d so.' So saying, he gave ten pass­
ports to the merchants and to ld them 
to procure goods qu ick ly . They received 
them and took leave, saying that they w o u l d 
send for goods to A r n i , Kunnat tur , Saidapet, 
Salem, Udaiyarpalaiyam, Chidambaram, Shi-
y a l i and other places. He replied that no 
goods had yet been provided for the ship 
sail ing this month. They replied that they 
had only received an advance a month ago, 
that the pagodas could have only jus t reached 
distant places by now, and that the c loth had 
yet to be made. ' Get it quickly,1 he said, and 
dismissed them. They then went away. I t 
remains to be seen what effect w i l l be pro­
duced by the 20 passes that have been sent by 
the Engl ish in re turn for ours. The passports 
are w r i t t e n in Persian above, w i t h the Persian 
seal close to one side, and in Telugu under­
neath. I t i s w r i t t e n in Engl i sh on the back, 
and signed by Thomas Saunders underneath. 
The Persian seal has the inscr ipt ion, ' Thomas 
Saunders, Governor of the port of Chenna-
patnam.' I wr i t e this so tha t a l l may know. 
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Monday, September 30.1—M. Godeheu to ld 
me to-day that the English and French had 
agreed to exchange 20 passes so tha t trade 
should not be hindered, that they had 
arranged a truce for 3 months, each nation 
keeping possession of the countries and forts 
w h i c h i t held, and that, i f peace had not 
been made w i t h i n this t ime, they w o u l d begin 
fighting again. So I have w r i t t e n this news 
and published it in the several villages and 
among the merchants according to his orders. 

I hear f rom Madras that Mr . Morse has 
arranged the pay for the seamen on the 
men-of-war and for the soldiers, majors, 
commanders and others who came this year 
f rom Europe, on condi t ion of his receiving 5 
per cent. He has taken ship for Fort St. David.2 

Muhammad ' A l i Khan has sent to Mr . 
Saunders a naubat, 12 horses, an elephant, a 
dress of honour and other insignia, w h i c h are 
being kept at the writer 's garden.8 

1 18th Purattdsi, Bhava. 
1 He acted as agent for the pay, etc., of the squadron 
3 Cf. Love's Vestiges of Old Madras, Vol . II, p. 432. This was in 

imitation of the French Oovernor who had enjoyed the privilege 
since 1742. 

* 
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OCTOBER 1754. 

Tuesday, October 1.1—At nine o'clock this 
morning I went to M. Godeheu, the new 
Governor, to get the Tanjore Kaja's letter 
sealed, and obtain a lace bag. I pu t the letter 
in to i t and delivered i t to the Governor. 

When news came that M i r Sahib2 of Era-
vasanallur for t had defeated the poligar of 
Yenkatammalpettai , who is called l the sledge­
hammer,' and taken two horses from h i m , he 
was ordered to send them in here. They 
arrived last night . When M. Godeheu was to ld 
this morning that they had not been placed in 
his stables, he ordered them to be delivered to 

. the Topass horse-keeper. I d i d so. When I 
was leaving for my office, M. Godehou again 
sent for me and gave me the Tanjore Raja's 
and Muhammad ' A l i Khan's letters to be sent 
to Tanjore and Trichinopoly respectively. I 
therefore called Nagayyan who had come 
from Kondiyampet ta i in the Trichinopoly 

l19th Purattasi, Bham. 
2 He had been a captain of French sepoys, and had been entrusted 

with the command of Eravasanallur by Dupleix. He is mentioned 
under the names of Mi r Sahib, Mir1 Alam-ud-din Husain, and Mir "Abd-
ul-rahm^n ; he must not however be identified with Shaikh 'Abdu l ­
rahman, who was at this time in service wi th Balaji Rao. Shortly 
after this time, Mir Sahib, like Yusuf Khan, rebelled against his 
employers and was slain. 

6 
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country, and sent h im w i t h two harkaras and 
my letters, instructing them to deliver the 
Tanjore Raja's and Muhammad ' A l i KMn's 
letters, and return w i t h the replies. They 
took leave saying that they would go as soon 
as they had eaten. 

At three o'clock, I was sent for and told to 
send the Tanjore Raja's letter but return that 
for Muhammad ' A l i Khan. As the Brahman 
harkaras were about to start, I sent for them 
and told them to give me back Muhammad 
' A l i KMn's letter and set out for Tanjore w i th 
the Raja's letter. I then took leave and went 
to my office. 

Monday, October 7.1—The new Governor 
sent for me at ten o'clock and told me to read 
him Nandi Raja's letter. I interpreted it as 
follows :—' M. Maissin, the commandant, has 
come and told me that you have recalled his 
troops and that he must go. He is transport­
ing his stores over the Coleroon. I am undone 
if you do this, and shall incur the displeasure 
of the Government. I thought the French 
were strong, brave, and careful of their pro­
mises ; so I spent large sums and came here 
at great cost. I w i l l give suitable hostages for 
the 15 lakhs of rupees owing to you together 
with the cost of sibbandis if you w i l l capture 

1 25th Purattasi, Bhava. 
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the Trichinopoly fort and give it to me; or 
else I w i l l pay what is due to you out of the 
60 lakhs of rupees which the enemy offered to 
pay when TMna Singh went to him, and so 
redeem my promises. Therefore order your 
army to stay here for another 15 days instead 
of marching at once. This is my request. 
You have succeeded the Governor who for­
merly managed the Company's affairs, and I 
am confident you w i l l do as I desire. Even 
the Padshah has not so great an army as 
yours ; and if only you would attack the 
enemy, Trichinopoly would be taken. But if 
you recall your troops against my wishes, I 
shall he ruined and unable to pay you.' 

When I reported the contents, he told me 
to reply, as follows :—' If you w i l l pay my 
troops from the time of their joining you, and 
pay them regularly every month in future, I 
w i l l allow them to remain ; else I must recall 
them. We and the English have agreed on a 
truce for three months, and thereafter war 
w i l l be renewed or peace be made. You may 
then fight. If you get the 60 lakhs of rupees 
which were offered you, what cannot be done 
w i t h the help of so much money ?' I wrote 
thus accordingly. 

At half-past three the Mysore dalavai 
Devaraja Udaiyar's and Nandi Raja's presents 
for the Governor and his younger brother 
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which had been kept in E l l a Pillai 's Choultry, 
were brought in two of the Company's palan-
kins, according to the Governor's orders, by 
his secretary M. [ ] (I do not know his 
name) and Venkatanaranappayyan (the Mysore 
vaki l ) accompanied by flags, music, dancing 
and stage-people. The procession passed down 
my street, and the presents were taken to the 
Governor's house by the southern gate. A 
salute of 11 guns was fired. He asked if such 
salutes were fired when the former Gov­
ernor received presents. I said, 4 Yes.' So he 
ordered the same to be done. Devaraja Udaiyar 
and Nandi Raja gave the Governor and his 
younger brother two dresses of honour each, 
four in a l l , r i ch ly f lowered w i t h gold, together 
w i t h the fol lowing jewels :— 

Pagodas, 

A turra valued at ... 240 
A sarpech valued at ... 75 
A pendant valued at ... 175 
Another pendant valued at 100 

Altogether 600 1 

Also an elephant w i t h one tusk ; two horses 
for the Governor ; and a horse for his younger 
brother. 

8k. 
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These presents were sent under the escort 
of 100 horse and 300 m i l i t a r y belonging to 
Nand i Raja and Dammaj i Pandit, the v a k i l . 
The Governor ordered them to be supplied 
w i t h uncooked victuals. 

Wednesday , October 9.1— Venkatachala 
Nayakkan, V i r a Nayakkan's younger brother, 
came to me at half-past eight, and to ld me the 
new Governor had forbidden any to go abroad 
w i t h torches after gun-fire at nine o'clock. 
Gopalaswami has also wr i t t en about i t . 

As the new Governor asked me for 6,000 
pagodas w h i c h he wants to borrow, I sent to 
my house for i t and gave i t to h i m . He gave 
me a bond for the amount w i t h interest at 8 
per cent; I pu t it in my box. 

Thursday, October 10*—The Governor to ld 
me this morning to interpret Nand i Raja's 
letter. It is as follows :—' M. Maissin, the 
commander, has sent a small detachment 
across the Coleroon w i t h a l l his stores, saying 
that you have recalled his troops. I begged 
h i m to remain, saying that otherwise I could 
not remain here w i t h my fami ly , as none could 
t e l l what migh t happen i f the enemy attacked 
me, and therefore I implored h i m to stay a 
month or 15 days at least u n t i l I could fetch 

1 27th Purattasi, Bhava 28th Purattasi, Bhava. 
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dhoolies, palankins, carts, etc., from the city to 
remove my family. But he refused and 
persisted in departing. Thereupon I resolved 
to assemble my wife and children in a house 
and blow it up w i th gunpowder. But then 
he told me he had orders to remain wi th his 
troops, at which I was overjoyed, that you 
should thus escape the dishonour of reducing 
to despair him who has trusted the French these 
three years. Hereby both you and I have 
earned glory. Henceforth I w i l l call my sons 
by your name. I have given your commander 
money for his expenses, and promised a lakh 
more in eight days. My army has advanced 
towards Madura whence two or three lakhs 
w i l l be got ; so there w i l l be no difficulty about 
money, and I w i l l certainly pay i t . ' 

When I had interpreted the letter, the 
Governor asked if Nandi Raja was really 
pleased, and ordered it to be translated into 
French so that he might dictate a reply. 

I then took leave and went to the old 
Governor at the Fort, who said, 4 I hear that 
you owe something to Sungu Sctehachala 
Chetti, who lent you a pair of ear-rings ; he 
complains that you have not returned them, 
and refuses to sign the acknowledgment 
writ ten by the country-writer for what he 
owes the Company, namely the amount due on 
Yachama Nayakkan's affair (less the 1,230 
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rupees due to me), and wha t you advanced to 
h i m and his gumastah for their expenses.' 1 
replied, 'I have a pair of his ear-rings. B u t he 
owes me 1,000 rupees as w e l l as a number of 
small sums, of w h i c h I have accounts. When 
the accounts are settled, any balance due may 
be paid. That is the r igh t th ing . B u t how 
can he refuse to sign the acknowledgment ?' 
Thereupon he called Seshachala Chet t i and 
A p p u , and made the country-wri ter wr i t e out 
two receipts, according to the above details. 
The o ld Governor, Seshachala Chett i , and I 
signed them. One copy was kept to be deli­
vered to the Governor's attorney and the other 
was given to me. I then took leave, went to 
my office and came home at noon. 

Krishnappa and Krishnachari , Morar i Bao's 
vaki ls , delivered Morar i Rao's letter to the 
Governor this afternoon. The Governor called 
me to interpret i t . I t says :—' M. Duple ix 
owes me about 12 lakhs of rupees. As you 
have succeeded h i m , and he is going to Europe, 
you must pay the debt. Indeed I need not 
doubt i ts repayment since it is payable by so 
great a man as you ; and I know how I can 
recover i t , since you are responsible for your 
predecessor's debts. Please send 20,000 flints 
through my vaki ls who are • w i t h J you. ' 
Hearing this, he ordered a French translat ion 
of it to be wr i t t en . We then took leave and 
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went to my office. The Governor went to the 
Fort to take leave of the o ld Governor who is 
departing for Europe. 

Friday, October 11.1—The new Governor 
sent for me this morning, so I went and paid 
my respects. When he went to the Fort last 
evening to take farewell of the o ld Governor 
on his departure for Europe, the latter gave 
h i m letters f rom Salabat Jang and Shah 
Nawaz K h a n w h i c h had been delivered to h i m 
al though addressed to the new Governor and 
to me. The new Governor gave me the letters 
and t o l d me to interpret them. The letter 
says :—' Y o u have w r i t t e n tha t you have come 
f rom Europe as the Padshah's vizier, w i t h 
many ships and men, to destroy his enemies. 
I rejoice at this, for they w i l l be of assistance 
to me. The French are f a i t h f u l friends. Let 
therefore our friendship increase. M. Bussy, 
the commander here, has conquered every 
enemy, however strong his fortress and how­
ever numerous his troops. Last year he 
wanted to go to Europe, but I detained h i m . 
He is about to go to Chicacole and Kajah-
mundry , to pu t his commandant in possession 
of those places.' My letter was as follows :— 
' I have learnt a l l things f rom your letter. 
Let my friendship w i t h the French continue 

129th Purattasi, Bhava, 



1754] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 49 

and increase.' Shah Nawaz Khan's letters 
were to the same effect. 

The Governor listened to this w i t h indiffer­
ence and said nothing ; nor did he tel l me to 
get them translated into French. Thinking 
that this ought to be done, I asked if the 
letters should be translated. He replied that, 
of course, I must get them written out, but 
without saying into French. I then asked 
him if my letters too should be translated. 
He made no answer beyond waving me 
away w i th his hand. He did not order 
the translation, because he was displeased 
w i t h the letters. I gave him the French 
translation of Morari Rao's letter and the 
Persian letter that came last night. I then 
went to the old Governor at the Fort at 
half-past eleven. There I paid h im my 
respects and showed him M, Le Blanc's 
Covelong bond, and M. Brenier's bonds, to­
gether w i th an account, amounting to 2,800 
and odd pagodas, for goods plundered. He 
said nothing, and went in to table. I waited 
t i l l he had risen from table, when 1 repeated 
the matter. He called his private writer, 
M. Bertrand, and told him to make the neces­
sary entries after examining the bonds. I, 
M. Bertrand and Bamaji Pandit, went to 
M. Bertrand's office, where I showed h im the 
receipts and the account. M. Bertrand took 

7 
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them to the old Governor who said that a l l 
the bonds were correct, but though he could 
not question the account of the plunder, he 
lacked time to inquire into it before returning 
to Europe, and that his successor must inquire 
both into that and Zada Sahib's1 business, and 
give what may be due. He wrote accordingly, 
signed it and returned i t . It was then half-
past two, so I came home.2 

This is what Ramaswami Pandit has 
written. 

I heard to-day that an order had been 
made forbidding any to leave the town after 
eleven o'clock at n ight ; so the Brahmans, etc., 
who had gone out without knowing of this 
order, were seized and robbed of their money 
and clothes by the sepoys and soldiers patrol­
l ing the streets, and warned that those who 
did so to-morrow would be shot. It is said 
a musket was actually fired to terrify them. 
I did not hear any other news. 

Sunday, October 13.3—M. St. Paul (the old 
Second), M. Albert [?] w i th a few officers and 
others went on board the Duc d' Orleans the 
vessel on which M. Dupleix is to sail. His 
property and Madame's comprised chests of 
clothes, ready money, the pendants, turra, etc., 

1 Probably Baza Sahib is meant. 
2 Apparently there is some omission at this point. 
3 3st Purattasi Bhava 
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found in Nasir Jang'g treasury, jewels given 
h i m and Madame [?] at various times in his 
long government, jewels w h i c h he got in other 
ways—all these w i t h monkeys, birds, musical 
instruments, and images out of the temples, 
were sent on board ; bu t each kept a box w i t h 
clothes for immediate wear and a box of 
papers. So they are ready to start at any 
moment. T h i n k i n g they would sail to-night, 
I asked M. Boyelleau, who said they would . 
I then went to my office. 

Monday, October 14.1— This afternoon the 
new Governor visited the old one and to ld 
h i m there was no t ime to be lost as the ship 
was ready to sail. But he answered that he 
w o u l d go on board after supper. It was 
decided that he should sail at three o'clock 
next morning. 

1 visi ted the old Governor at the Fort, and 
asked h i m to sign some accounts regarding 
our transactions. I said, i Y o u have shown 
me great kindness for the last thir teen years. 
Be pleased to remember me and continue your 
kindness.'—' I w i l l do so,' he answered. He 
was sauntering up and down. 

Tuesday, October 152—A salute of 21 guns 
was fired at three o'clock this morning, when 
the old Governor, M. le Marquis Duple ix , 

1 1st Pitrattasi, Bhava. Sic. The date should be the 1st Arppisi. 
2 2nd Arppisi, Bhava. 
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went on board w i t h his wife , her daughter 
Chonchon, Madame Auber t ( M . Aumont 's 
daughter), M. d 'Auteuil ' s chi ldren and their 
attendants, M. Kerjean, his wife , M. A r n a u l t 
four of M. Duple ix ' blood-relations who came 
out this year, the opera-people [?] , Domai, 
Innasi and other Topass servants. A similar 
salute was fired when they had got on board. 
M . Alber t [? ] , M . Boyelleau, M . d u Bausset, 
M. Delarche, etc., went in a chelinga and after 
accompanying M. Duple ix on board the 
Duc d' Orleans, they returned and reported to 
M. Godeheu, the new Governor. They then 
went to their homes. I went down to the 
Beach at six o'clock, to see the ship. She fired 
a salute of 21 guns ; and the same number was 
returned f rom the shore. The ships' captains 
then fired, and were answered w i t h 14 guns. 
She then set sail. 

As I watched this, I remembered how he 
used to say that he hoped to leave his bones 
here in Pondichery. Ye t now he, great as he 
was, has been dismissed; accused and arrested. 
Who can trust in weal th ? Nasir Jang, though 
Lord of the Six subahs and a ha l f in the 
Deccan for the Delh i Padshah, yet trembled, 
for his courtiers and the Pathans, H i m m a t 
Bahadur Khan of Kandanar, 'Abd-ul-nabi of 
Cuddapah, 'Abd-ul -maj id K h a n of Savanur 
and Bankapuram, his son K a r i m K h a n and 
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others, conspired together to k i l l h i m ; bu t 
the credit of i t was ascribed to M. Dupleix , 
so tha t the throne of De lh i shook at the terror 
of his name. His army accompanied Salabat 
Jang to the Narbada, 200 leagues away, and 
gloriously defeated Sau Bha j i Kao ; yet this 
great man has been arrested and p u t w i t h his 
property on board ship. Such is the fate of 
the man who seeks his own w i l l w i t h o u t the 
fear of God ; bu t he who acts w i t h circum­
spection, and refrains f rom molesting the 
upr ight , escapes f a l l i ng in to sin. B u t a man's 
thoughts depend upon the times and seasons. 
Who then can be blamed ? Such is the wor ld . 
He who is destined to happiness w i l l be wise ; 
and he who is destined to misery w i l l be 
foolish. Do not the Vedas say so ? What was 
to be has come to pass. 

When a Governor goes home, it is usual to 
hoist a coloured flag at the main-mast-head. 
A few wonder w h y this has not been done, 
but the reason is that he is going under arrest 
for some crime w i t h w h i c h he has been 
charged. 

The Saptha Shastra t r u l y says that he w i l l 
reap e v i l who takes a woman's advice. 
Madame alone has caused a l l M. Duple ix ' 
troubles ; but he d i d not understand this t i l l 
matters were irretrievable, and then he said 
as much to some Europeans. He has eaten 
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the f r u i t of his actions. I need not wr i t e i t in 
detail . Twelve years and nine months ago 
yesterday on the morning of Sunday, January 
14, 1742, he landed here f rom Bengal to be­
come our Governor. In a l l this time, ho has 
gained lakhs upon lakhs by my efforts, bu t 
has never troubled about me. In a l l this time, 
I myself have given h i m over a. l a k h of 
pagodas by sharing profits w i t h h im, by 
mak ing presents, and by the adjustment of 
accounts. Thus I have become indebted to 
the Company, besides other small debts. Both 
he and I have copies of the accounts explain­
ing everything. Moreover when in 1749, I 
leased from Chanda Sahib T i r u v i t i , Bhuvnna-
g i r i , Tirtanagari, Venkatampcttai , Tindivanam, 
and Achcharapakkam, etc., places, I was put to 
loss by the troubles at the t ime of Nasir 
Jang's coming. Af ter his death, Hidayat 
Muhi -ud-d in K h a n was slain in battle on his 
departure f rom his place, and was succeeded 
by Salabat Jang. When he had returned to 
Hyderabad in A p r i l , they wished to take the 
management f rom me by reason of Chanda 
Sahib's disl ike to me. Bu t I complained that 
the countries had been leased to me for three 
years, that Nasir Jang had held i t f rom 
January to M a r c h ; and that therefore i t 
ought to be left to me for the f u l l term. When 
I and Chanda Sahib discussed this in the 
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Governor's presence, he decided that I should 
keep the countries for three years according 
to the lease witnessed by M. Delarche and 
Madananda Pandit, on condit ion of paying 
three lakhs of rupees, one l a k h each year. 
Narayana Sastri, son of Iswara A y y a n of 
V i l l u p u r a m had offered a bond for the pay­
ment of one l a k h for each current year on 
A n i 30, and surrender the country. When the 
accounts had been examined, it was decided 
that this should be accepted, his bond was 
taken and the country delivered to h i m . B u t 
when 1 showed the bond to the Governor and 
t o l d h i m of the agreement, he said I must give 
h i m the bond as I was indebted to the Com­
pany. His anger was boundless ; so I gave h i m 
the bond. Afterwards I sent my man to the 
Governor's wr i te r Mut tappa Nayakkan w i t h 
the money w h i c h had been paid by Narayana 
Sastri, and had a l a k h entered in the accounts 
in my name. Bu t next year Madame Duple ix 
got the lease for Kango Pand i t ; and when I 
spoke to M. Dupleix , he said, ' What does it 
matter to w h o m it is given ? I am responsible 
for your l a k h of rupees.' When I went again 
w i t h Narayana Sastri about the country, he 
said he w o u l d only give what remained after 
paying my debt to the Company and dismissed 
us. As he was Governor, I could not even 
demand the balance. Nor was that a l l . There 
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was money* owing to me on the contract, and 
on account of the Engl ish plundering—8,000 
pagodas altogether. Bu t when I asked for this^ 
he grew angry ; and it was jus t the same, when 
I asked for the 50,000 rupees due on balance 
of the money transactions. I d i d nothing 
more t i l l the new Governor, M . Godeheu, came, 
and I was asked for the accounts. When I 
produced them, he gave a w r i t i n g that 46,000 
and odd rupees due on my private transactions 
should be adjusted in the Company's accounts, 
as we l l as the Covelong business. He gave me 
back the bond1 for three lakhs of rupees and 
then spoke of other matters, in order to 
pu t i t out of my m i n d and t o ld me I could 
go. ' But, ' I said, ' if you do not pay me the 
three lakhs of rupees, I shall s ink under 
my debt to the Company and my various 
other debts. From the day when this t own 
became populous and flourishing2 t i l l now, 
Europeans have made 40, 50 and 60 lakhs of 
rupees, have obtained the t i t l e of Nawab, and 
rule the country, using the Fish and other 
emblems of power. B u t I who was the root 
and support of th is prosperity have secured 
noth ing but debt. I can blame nothing but 
my for tune/ A n d w i t h my head bowed 

1 Reading maru tipu for marudi 
2 Reading ana janapattanam dramhiehathumuthal for ana sanna-

pattanam pichatkumuthah 
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towards my belly, I added,' If you w i l l but pay 
this money so that I can pay the Company's 
and my other debts, I and al l mine w i l l , by 
your favour, be made happy ; and I shall pray 
for your prosperity. Others for their own 
benefit have given petitions complaining of 
the bribes they paid to you ; them you sent for 
and gave bonds to. You know well what 
sums I have paid ; and God knows also. Your 
accounts, my heart and mind al l bear witness. 
Scorning to be as unjust as others, I only ask 
for what you yourself promised me. Be 
pleased to stop the wound of my debts.' He 
said he would see about it and again dismissed 
me. 

Thinking therefore he would be just to me, 
and that even if he were not, it would be 
improper to speak of it in another's ear, I 
waited, and at last gave him two written peti 
tions, which he read and returned, s t i l l putt ing 
me off w i th promises ; so that in the end I 
resolved to present a petition to M. Godeheu, 
and wrote one. This I showed to him [ M . 
Dupleix] together wi th a paper signed by him. 
He told me to wait t i l l the ship sailed. I took 
the papers therefore and put them in my chest, 
but s t i l l visited him. Last night he said he 
was leaving at seven or eight o'clock to-day 
and would-then do what 1 wished, but instead 
I heard the guns announcing his departure at 

8 
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three o'clock. So how could I see h i m ? I 
can only continue my labour. I dwelt in 
t r u t h and justice under his government; but 
from first to last he regarded neither justice 
nor t r u t h . Wi thou t God's help no labours can 
serve to make one r ich. My future fortune is 
to be seen. 

Thursday, October 17.l—At ten o'clock this 
morning, I visi ted M. Godeheu w i t h Venkata-
naranappa Ayyan , the Mysore vak i l , w i t h 
Nandi Raja's letter that came last night, and 
the French translation. Having read i t , 
M. Godeheu asked Venkatanaranappa Ayyan 
whether Nandi Raja d i d not wish M. Maissin 
to remain w i t h h i m . The other answered, 
' His letter came yesterday, and he has also 
desired me to speak about i t . ' M. Godeheu 
said his letter d i d not mention i t , and to ld me 
to get my letter translated. I explained that 
it was the same as his letter of the day before 
yesterday. He denied i t . Bu t I asked h i m to 
read i t . He, therefore, looked at the Persian 
letter, at the head of w h i c h was wr i t t en in 
French, the name of the wri ter , w i t h the year, 
month and day. He said, 4 This is the usual 
way of w r i t i n g in French, but I have received 
nothing else in French.' He then questioned 
his wri ter who came in to get a letter signed. 

1 4th Arppisi, Bhava. 



1754] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 59 

The latter replied, ' Y o u gave me a letter 
yesterday, and orders have been sent to M. 
Maissin, the commander, to remain wi th him.' 
He agreed, and, turning to Venkatanaranappa 
Ayyan, said, 'Wri te to your Kaja that I 
constantly desire his welfare, and I w i l l do 
nothing that is not for his interests, but that 
he must ever trust me and do as I wish him 
to.' Yenkatanaranappa Ayyan said that the 
Raja had ordered him to say that he regarded 
the Governor as nothing less than his elder 
brother. ' Then,' M. Godeheu continued,w write 
to him that al l shall be done as he wishes ; I 
have written to M. Maissin to remain w i th 
him, but he must not attack Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan or the English, or their countries.' The 
vaki l replied,' Madura is in the hands of Alam 
Khan's people and we are concerned about i t . 
It belongs to neither Muhammad ' A l i Khan 
nor the English, but was held by 'Alam Khan 
for Chanda Sahib, and has not been troubled for 
these two years past, but is liable to be attacked 
from Trichinopoly, when Alam Khan's people 
are there.' 

The Governor then asked if ambassadors 
had come from the Maravan Tondiman.1 I 
replied that they were expected. He then 
questioned Yenkatanaranappa Ayyan if his 

1 Represented now by the Raja of Pudukkottai. 
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master, Nand i Raja, had wr i t t en to h i m about 
the eight yards of cloth of gold and two pistols, 
sent as presents. He replied his elder brother 
had w r i t t e n that M. Maissin had presented the 
BAja w i t h some Europe cloth of gold, etc., a 
dress of honour and a pair of pistols. The 
Governor replied that he himself had sent 
them. 

Venkatanaranappa A y y a n then said that 
Mahfuz Khan was about to attack Madura, 
and, if so, that it should be permitted to 
attack h i m . [The Governor] looked at a map 
of the southern countries, and, having found 
Madura, he exchanged compliments w i t h 
the v a k i l , t e l l ing h i m that he had ordered 
M. Maissin to remain w i t h Nandi Raj4, as a 
proof of his regard, and that a l l matters should 
be [sett led] w i t h h im . 

Saturday, October 19.l—When I went to 
the Port this morning, I found the Company's 
merchants there. After s t r ic t ly ordering them 
to supply goods wi thou t delay, I went to 
the Gouvernement, and paid my respects to 
M. Godeheu and other gentlemen there. 
M. Godeheu and M. Barthelemy afterwards 
sent for me. M. Barthelemy was te l l ing 
M. Godeheu that the two runaway headmen 
of the Kaikkolars2 had been caught and 

1 6th Arppisi, Bham. 
2 See Thurston's Caste' and Tribes', Vol. I l l , pp. 31, etc. 



1754] ANANDA RANGA PlLLAl 61 

imprisoned, and that I wished to speak to h i m 
about i t . I sa id , l Last year M. St. Paul spoke 
to Madame Duple ix , and she procured these 
Kaikkolars to be appointed headmen, and a l l 
were obliged to agree, though a few had at 
f irst to be imprisoned. If they complain of 
these men having been forced upon them, you, 
who have come out as Governor to do justice, 
should be pleased to ascertain the ancient 
custom, enquire in to this v io la t ion, and punish 
the gu i l ty . ' He asked what had been done 
before. I replied, ' When headmen are ap­
pointed in any caste, the caste-people assemble 
to choose two. They report their choice to the 
chief dubash, who confirms it and dismisses 
them w i t h pan supari. This is wha t should 
be done.' The Governor and the Second agreed. 
M. Barthelemy then said that the heads of the 
Tamils wanted leave and assistance to rebui ld 
the temple.1 M. Godeheu observed that the 
Company could never contribute anything, 
and that the Company's orders must be had 
before the temple was rebuil t . I replied, 
' Y o u r predecessor un jus t ly destroyed the 
temple, and grieved the towns-people. B u t 
they believe y o u to be just, and sympathetic. 
I f y o u give such orders, the t o w n w i l l decline 
yet more.' He said, ' There are already t w o 

The Vedapuri Iswaran Temple, destroyed in 1748. 
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temples—one dedicated to Siva and the other 
to Vishnu. ' I continued, 'The Siva temple 
belongs to the left-hand castes, and the Veda-
p u r i f swaran Temple, w h i c h belonged to the 
r ight-hand castes, was destroyed. Therefore 
they beg that a new temple may be bui l t . ' I 
then explained to h i m the disputes between 
the two groups, as a result of wh ich the 
Kalahasti Tswaran Temple had been b u i l t 
when M. Hubert was governor. Among us 
Tamils, worship comes first . At Madras, 
Negapatam, and elsewhere, the Companies 
have bestowed money.1 That need not be done, 
but if in other respects the same were done, 
w i t h i n two years the town w o u l d abound w i t h 
a l l castes of Tamils, Guzaratis, and Hindustani 
folk . ' M. Godeheu [ ]. I added, ' The 
Engl ish Company at Madras and the Dutch 
Company at Negapatam not only make a 
month ly allowance, but send officers w i t h a 
dozen soldiers, sepoys, or peons at festival 
times to prevent disorder. 1 myself have seen 
this . Our Company's merchants are always 
saying that the town w i l l not flourish unless 
the same is done here ; otherwise it must 
decay.' When I persisted in speaking thus, 
M. Godeheu admit ted that this was true, but 

1 It is unlikely that the Dutch Company contributed to build 
temples. The English in some instances allowed tolls to be collected 
lor their support. 
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said that he could give no orders w i t h o u t 
the Company's permission, a l though it was 
the reason w h y the t o w n had not thr iven , 
because men could not fo l low the customs 
of their caste. He w o u l d say noth ing more. 
M. Delarche who was present, every now 
and then raised objections, and M. B a r t h -
lemy said to me that some of the Tamils 
objected to the proposed temple. I replied 
that every man must speak up for his own 
rel igion ; and that he who d i d not must 
be a bastard. The three looked , at one 
another in silence. Then M. Godeheu asked 
M. Barthelemy when the temple had been 
pul led down and when the Governor promised 
to rebui ld i t . He answered, ' I t was destroyed 
when people qui t ted the town at the t ime of 
the siege' ; and M. Delarche confirmed this . 
The Governor then asked when a promise 
had been made to b a i l d it at the Company's 
cost. I replied, ; I n the t ime of M. Lenoir 
and his predecessors, orders were received 
f rom the K i n g of France to destroy the Veda-
p u r i Iswaran Temple. A l l the caste-people 
were summoned, and to ld that a temple wou ld 
be b u i l t elsewhere, as it was in the middle of 
the street and their own church had to be b u i l t 
there. But the caste-people a l l persisted in de­
claring that they w o u l d rather die than have the 
temple demolished. So orders-were obtained 
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f rom Europe that a l l should be allowed to 
fo l low their own religion. M. Lenoir there­
upon said he wou ld permit a new temple to be 
bu i l t , and allowed the car and other festivals 
to be celebrated as men pleased. Therefore 
the t o w n increased and trade flourished ; and 
4,000 or 5,000 houses were suffered to be b u i l t 
beyond the gates, and w i t h i n the Bound-
hedge. Then was great plenty of goods and 
money. Bu t now there is not a house outside, 
and houses inside the gates stand empty w i t h 
only m u d walls. The t own is so impoverished 
that you cannot find goods for 100 pagodas 
and money is not to be had. What was done 
in M. Lenoir's t ime must be repeated ; and 
men must be freed from fear and suffered to 
do as they please, as is done in Madras, 
Negapatam and other places w h i c h belong to 
the Europeans. If only a ha l f or a quarter of 
their privileges were given, the t own would 
prosper and you wou ld become famous [ ] . ' 
He replied, c It is but r igh t tha t each should do 
as he pleases. I shall see what can be done 
when the Europe ships sail in January.' 
M. Barthelemy said that I should enlist the 
favour of Father Lavaur, the Superior of 
the St. Paul's church. I replied, ' Each one 
should look to his own business ; he who 
governs should treat a l l a l ike. ' He then 
said, ' Let the -weavers who have gone away 
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re turn and l ive in peace under two heads 
of their own choice.' I suggested that 
he should release the men who were in prison, 
and t e l l them so. He agreed and stood up. 
M. Delarche also rose. When M. Barthelemy 
had gone, M. Delarche to ld the Governor that 
a letter should be wr i t t en to the poligar of 
Udaiyarpalaiyam who had paid no peshkash 
for three years, that, unless he paid, the French 
troops from Trichinopoly and Vriddhachalam, 
w o u l d seize his jungles and country, and 
establish another in his place. On being 
asked w h y no peshkash had been demanded 
for three years, he replied, ' It was so/ and the 
Governor said carelessly that a letter should 
be wr i t t en . 

It was also directed that, as the old poligar 
had died a month ago, his successor should be 
t o ld to send in a l l the goods that were ready. 
A letter was wr i t t en , sealed, and sent accord­
ing ly , together w i t h another f rom me. 

Then [? the vaki ls of] Morar i Kao [? came], 
asking what more should be wr i t t en . ' I have 
already to ld you what to wr i te . Have you 
not done so ?' he aske'd. 

[One repl ied] , ' Two of us are here. I w i l l 
go and re turn when I have spoken about the 
accounts.' 

'Very wel l , ' the Governor said. But M.  
Delarche said, ' His master Morari Rao cannot 

9 
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remain, for his country is being plundered by 
the Pathans ; so he w i l l return home.' So the 
Governor continued, ' You can go when your 
master goes.' They said,' Very well. But we 
have given Papayya Pillai a receipt for the 
mortgaged countries ; a certain sum has been 
paid, and you promised to give orders on the 
amaldars for the balance of 30,000 rupees.' 
M. Delarche replied, 'The old Governor has 
gone, and so his business is closed. That 
matter cannot be re-opened.' 

M. Godeheu seemed to approve what was 
said. The vakil answered,' Then why should 
we stay here ? We gave receipts, trusting that 
Morari Kao's money would be paid, and 
Morari Bao said that part of what was collected 
under the mortgage must be paid to h im 1 ; so 
we borrowed 12,000 or 13,000 rupees from the 
merchants here, and they are troubling us.' 
But M. Delarche persisted in what he had said. 
Krishnamachari was then dismissed and I 
took leave and went to my private office. 

The news of Wednesday 2 the 17th :— 
Gopalanaranappa Ayyan, Petti, Innasi, Mufcta 
Pillai, etc., were put in the dungeon about the 
Turaiyur affair. Sundara Perumal, elder 
brother of Chandrasekharan, Papayya Pillai's 

1 The Tamil of this passage is very corrupt, and its meaning 
ertain. 
2 Sic, The day of the week should be Thursday. 
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son-in-law, was put in the dungeon west of 
the Fort gate, to compel h im to reveal where 
he had put his money. 

Tuesday, October 22.1—At seven o'clock this 
morning, I went to the Fort. M. Godeheu the 
Governor, the officers, and captains, who had 
gone to church returned to the Gouvernement, 
and talked in the hall downstairs. When I 
salaamed, the Governor asked me whether 
Morari Kao had reached Arn i or thereabouts. 
I replied, ' He is remaining in that country, 
demanding one lakh or fifty thousand from 
the Vellore, Arn i and other forts. He is 
taking whatever he can get, seizing women, 
and burning or destroying the country that 
refuses to give as he marches through. He 
has done this round Tiruvannamalai, Vellore, 
Arn i and their villages. He means to do this 
al l along his march as he goes home.' 

The Governor then asked the Madras news. 
1 replied, 'Mr. Pigot arrived from Vizaga-
patam and became Governor on October 16.2 

Mr. Saunders w i l l be Chief Governor and 
Commissary, to conclude peace during the 
three months' truce. He has recalled sepoys 
to Madras, leaving only a few in the several 
garrisons. Mr. Lawrence and the English 

l9th Arppisi, Bhava. 
* He took his seat as Second of Council, and did not become 

Governor until the departure of Saunders in the January following. 
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soldiers at Triehinopoly are marching to Fort 
St. David, leaving behind a comnlandant wi th 
a few men.1 They w i l l arrive in a few 
days. One ship has sailed and another is ready 
to be despatched for Europe, and goods are 
coming and going.' The Governor said that 
he knew all this, and asked whether the 
people of Pondichery desired war or peace 
w i th the English. I replied, ' The merchants, 
ryots and all people desire peace, and pray 
wi th al l their hearts that God w i l l be pleased 
to send some happy man to establish peace 
throughout the country and restore content to 
the people. Only the smaller portion of the 
people, the sepoys, jemadars, soldiers, officers 
and troopers, they who live by plunder 
selfishly, wish that war should be continued.' 
He agreed. 

At three o'clock this afternoon, the Gover­
nor sent for me. I went w i th Madananda 
Pandit. The Governor's writing-room is 
upstairs looking east and south. He was 
talking to his younger brother M. Clouet, 
M. Law and others ; but came into his room 
on seeing us. He then gave us Balaji Rao's 
letter to M. Dupleix and ordered us to 
Interpret i t . Its contents are as follows:— 

1 Lawrence was summoned to Madras, but the army remained at 
Triohjinopoly under the command of first Killpatrick and then Heron. 
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Although I have sent you two or three letters 
and also vakils, yet you have not paid a cash 
of the chauth for the last two years. I now 
send Narasinga Rao to you. You should 
appoint his men amaldars for the chauth1 and 
send me what is due for the last two years ; 
otherwise our friendship w i l l become enmity. 
So behave that this comes not to pass. Last 
year my intention was to send my troops 
thither; but I refrained lest the state of the 
country should be thereby rendered worse. 
But now I must do so, unless your behaviour 
is changed/ A slip of paper was enclosed 
wi th the following words :—' A certain island 
(the name I do not know) wi th a fort thereon 
is held by the Hubshis.2 My ancestors strove 
to capture i t , but could not, I have resolved 
to do so, and have sent my forces wi th all that 
is needed. I f you w i l l send troops w i t h 
powder, shot, cannon, etc., by ship, our friend­
ship w i l l increase.' The letter also says that 
his brother Raghunatha M o , and his gumas-
tah Mulhari Holkar, had installed Alamgir as 
Emperor of Delhi after imprisoning Ahmad 
Shah, of which the Governor had probably 
heard. 

1The Marathas always claimed that the chauth should} be col 
lected by their own people. 

Ranga P i l l a i writes ' Avis ikal . ' But he probably means the 
Angrias whom the Marathas attacked in the following year with aid 
from Bombay. 
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After this, the Governor inquired the con­
tents of Madame Dupleix' letter. I said it 
ran as follows : — ' have written a letter to 
M. Dupleix, desiring h im to send the chauth 
due for the last two years. In future it must 
be collected by Narasinga Rao whom I have 
sent.' The Governor said he had expected 
this. 

He then desired the letter from Salabat 
Jang received through M. Bussy to be inter­
preted. It was as follows :—'By reason of 
M. Bussy's sk i l l and wisdom, I have sent him 
w i t h forces to Rajahmundry, Chicacole and 
other places, to settle the revenues, and 
then return. Should the revenues be delay­
ed in collection, let money be given him to 
raise the necessary troops, so that the 
poligars and others may pay the peshkash 
and he may return to me. If you do this, 
it w i l l be a token of your friendship.' 
When I had interpreted the letter, he gave me 
a duplicate of the same. After reading it I 
said that it contained nothing new. 1 was 
then given to read a copy of Salabat Jang's 
former letter to M. Bussy. I said that it only 
ordered M. Bussy to return speedily. M. 
Godeheu observed that he had ordered M. 
Bussy to return. ' That was well done/ I said. 

The Governor then gave me copies of 
[Balaji] Rao's letters to M. Bussy. They 
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say :—' The Pondichery people have paid no 
chauth for two years. I have therefore written 
to the Governor to pay the Arcot chauth and 
transact a l l that business by means of my 
gumastah Narasinga Kao. I have despatched 
troops against the Hubshis who occupy an 
island in the sea ; and of this also I have wri t ­
ten to the Governor of Pondichery.' 

When I had interpreted these letters, he 
told me to get them translated into French, so 
I gave them to Madananda Pandit, namely 
Sau Bhaji Rao's letters to M. and Madame 
Dupleix, Salabat Jang's letters to M. Godeheu 
and M. Bussy and copies of Bhaji Rao's letters 
to M. Bussy. I told h im to give them to M. 
Delarche, to be translated into French. 

M. Godeheu then asked for Nandi Raja's 
letter to be interpreted. Before Madananda 
Pandit began, M. Godeheu having noticed the 
envelope, asked how [Nandi Raja] had got 
Europe paper, and whether it had not been 
writ ten in Pondichery. Madananda Pandit 
replied that the wri t ing was just the same as 
usual, and that there was plenty of Europe 
paper to be had. When he thus answered 
vaguely, the Governor observed that Madame 
Dupleix had told him that she had done that 
sort of thing, that others here would do the 
like, and that he had to be on his guard. He 
added that Madananda Pandit was very 
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capable of playing such tricks, and asked if 
that was not the case now. He replied that 
Madame Dupleix had often done such things 
and that he himself had done as he was told. 
The Governor then told him to interpret 
Nandi Raja's letter. 

It says,' In my former letter, I informed 
you that if you would allow your troops to 
remain for 15 days, I should be able to settle 
the matter of the 60 lakhs of rupees wi th the 
English and Muhammad ' A l i , whose proposals 
I had refused, so that I should find means to 
pay your debt and return to my country. 
Now you have agreed wi th him without my 
knowledge on a three months' truce. But they 
only offered me the 60 lakhs when their fort 
was besieged, their provisions stopped, and 
their people hindered from going out.1 But 
now that there is no fear, they w i l l strength­
en themselves w i th forces and provisions ; 
how then can I bring them to terms ? They 
w i l l pay nothing but increase their strength. 
By January the term of agreement w i l l have 
expired and they w i l l have devised other 
plans. Write a reply to this. The other news 
has been written to vaki l Venkatanaranappa 
Ayyan and Ananda Ranga Mo who w i l l 

2 Details of the English negotiations with Mysore will be found in 
the Military Consultations,, 1754, especially under the dates May 13 and 
October 24. It does not seem that they ever made a definite offer of 
60 lakhs, but only considered the Mysore proposals* 
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i n fo rm you of i t . ' When the contents had 
been thus reported, he ordered a French trans­
lat ion to be made and drove out to Olukarai. I 
went to my office. 

Friday, October 25.1—At nine o'clock this 
morning, the agent of the o ld Gingee man and 
a relation of the Raja of o ld Gingee, brought 
a dress of honour. When they visi ted the 
Governor, he said that they could settle the 
business of their jaghir and peshkash. They 
said they wou ld do so by means of M. Delarche. 
' V e r y wel l , ' he replied. They were given 
pan siipart, and rose water, and dismissed. 

The Governor then to ld me to seal the 
letter wr i t t en by M. Delarche to 'Abd-ul-nabi 
K h l i n of Cuddapah, asking h i m to send a 
v a k i l , and despatch i t by two of our har-
karas w i t h his man a Muhammadan whose 
name I do not know). M. Delarche said, 
' When IL Duple ix imprisoned the Cuddapah 
agent who came about Mudamiah ( 'Abd-
ul-nabi Khan's vak i l ) , Morar i Rao 's v a k i l , 
Mysore v a k i l , etc., interceded and pleaded 
for his release, threatening not 2 to depart 
unless he were set free. Thereupon he was led 
outside the bounds and released. Since then 
nobody has been w i l l i n g to go as our v a k i l 

1 12th Arppisi, Bhava. 
2 Apparently this should be deleted, 

in 
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Dupleix has done so much like this that the 
whole country lost confidence in him.' 

Then a letter to Taqi Sahib was sealed and 
the lease for the Tindivanam country drawn 
up in the names of Raja Pillai , w i th Nainiya 
Pillai , the writer of the country forts, as his 
surety, for 50,000 for 1754-1755 and 60,000 for 
1756-1757, exclusive of the jaghirs and the cost 
of sibbandis. 

Taqi Sahib's letter runs thus :—' I have 
received the dress of honour and the horse 
sent by you. About the jaghir, I w i l l send a 
letter by Subba Rao your vaki l . Ayyan 
Sastri has been removed from the Tiruvottiyur 
country. ITdaiya Nayinar (son-in-law of Agas-
tiyappa Nayinar) has been appointed amaldar 
for the present. See that the affair he w i l l 
tel l you of prospers.' 

The Brahman also sealed another paper but 
I know not what it was. The Governor then 
dismissed M. Delarche and me. 

He asked what was to be done if Mysore 
Venkatanaranappa Ayyan's affair was not 
taken up. I said that as we had been dis­
missed, we had better wait un t i l the Governor 
sent for us again. He went home displeased 
w i th my answer. I went to my office, where 
I gave the Cuddapah letter to the harkaras 
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and despatched them wi th the Pathan for that 
place. 

There was also a letter for M. Brenier to 
allow the dead body of Mudamiah buried at 
Gingee 1 to be dug up, and taken to Nagoro. 
His people took the letter and went to Gingee. 

Saturday, October 26.2—This afternoon I 
heard that the renters of the bound-villages had 
given the Governor a petition against Appu 
Mudali which he had handed to M. Barth61emy, 
the Second, for enquiry. Appu was accordingly 
questioned and put in the dungeon, tied head 
and foot, and kept in the sun. When asked if 
he had taken a bribe of 10,000 rupees, and yet 
given the lands to other persons, and why he 
had not given a maniam of two cawnies in 
Alisapfekkam, he replied that M. Dupleix had 
done this, that he himself had only obeyed 
orders, and that M. Delarche and M. du Baus-
set could explain all. He was then placed 
under the charge of two sepoys, w i th orders 
that he was not to leave the town ; and guards 
were set over his house. I hear that he has 
been told that further enquiries w i l l be made. 

I hear this afternoon that M. Barthelemy 
sent for Chinna Parasurama Pillai and Vina­
yaka Pil lai to enquire into the former's com­
plaint against the latter. Vinayaka Pil lai has 

1 Where he had died in captivity. 
2 [13th] Arppisi, Bhava. 
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eight days' t ime in wh ich to prepare an answer 
to the complaint. 

Tuesday, October [29]}—This morning the 
weather was cloudy and dr izzl ing. B rown 
c lo th and Udaiyarpalaiyam cloth were sorted 
and given out to be washed. 

Then 1 took to the Governor translations of 
the three letters given to me yesterday. He 
was upstairs w i t h M. Barthelemy, M. Delarche 
and an officer. M. Barthelemy was reporting 
that a European ship's captain named 
M. Chantoiseau, had complained that a certain 
Company's peon had not brought fish as he 
had been ordered to yesterday ; for w h i c h he 
had received 30 stripes and had complained 
to the Governor. The Governor asked 
M. Barthelemy if the peon should have been 
beaten, and M. Barthelemy was j u s t i fy ing i t . 
Such was the conversation. 

[ M . Barthelemy] also mentioned settl ing at 
K a r i k a l the affair of Yasanta Chetti's people, 
who were formerly here, by g iv ing Madame a 
diamond r i ng w o r t h 1,000 rupees. Ti ruven-
gadam was fetched up to settle the matter. 
He thought tha t Rangappan's 1,200 pagodas 
and the arecanut mortgage of 1,000 pagodas 
ordered to be given, need not be mentioned. 
I do not know what else was said before he 

16th] Arppisi Bhava, 
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went away ; but his dubash was present, and 
if asked, can relate the whole. 

M. Delarche accompanied Chandu S&hib's 
man Raghava Pandit, to present the Governor 
w i t h a dress of honour and a pendant, and his 
younger brother w i t h a dress of honour, w h i c h 
had been procured by M. Delarche through 
Chanda Sahib's son. A salute of seven guns 
was fired. Raghava Pandit who marched 
behind the dress of honour was dismissed w i t h 
pan supdri and rose water. 

I then brought Madananda Pandit to salute 
the Governor, and said, 4 Rango Pandit was 
imprisoned at Fort St. Dav id w i t h Shaikh 
Hasan. The latter escaped but the former 
s t i l l is there. As the European and other 
prisoners are to be released by both sides, 
the Brahman begs that you w i l l procure 
Rango Pandit's release as he is his amaldar.' 
The Governor d i d not agree at first, but 
afterwards said that he wou ld wri te . 

When he was about to go in to his room, I 
gave h i m back the three papers he gave me 
yesterday w i t h French translations. Hav ing 
read them, he to ld M. Delarche that they con­
ta ined the defence of Savariraya P i l l a i , Innasi, 
M u t t a P i l l a i , and Arcot M u t t a P i l l a i , for 
jealously w r i t i n g to prevent the Tura iyur 
people f rom paying Paramanandan.1 He 

l Cf. p. 66 supra. The Tamil of this passage is uncertain. 
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turned to me and told me to inquire ful ly into 
this. He then went in wi th the letters. Wo 
took leave, and I went to the sorting-godown 
where I saw M. Miran. 

Vinayaka Pillai came to me and com­
plained that Parasurama Pillai had complained 
against him. When M. Miran told Vinayaka 
Pil lai that the whole town, and even children 
ten years old, had witnessed his injustice in 
imprisoning Parasurama Pillai, and asked if 
he could deny i t , Vinayaka Pillai admitted 
this, and said that he must submit to what 
might happen, and people could say wrhat 
they liked. When M. Miran had gone away, 
Vinayaka Pillai again mentioned the com­
plaint against h im and said that he would get 
the complaint and say in answer that I knew 
all the facts. I replied that my name could 
not be mentioned, and, having taken leave of 
him, went to my office. 

Just after mid-day, Vasaman,1 M. Barthe-
lemy's duMsh, met me, as I was coming home 
in my palankin, and said, ' Although you said 
nothing, I spoke to M. Barthelemy to-day, 
who told M. Godeheu, that the Negapatam 
merchant Vasanta Ohetti, had borrowed 
money ten years ago from Ranga Pillai, and 
that this had been settled at Karikal by 

1 Sic. Perhaps we should read Rdman, subsequently mentioned as 
M. Barthelemy's dubash. 
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[ M . Barthelemy] for 1,200 pagodas and a bond 
for 1,000 pagodas on the areca-nuts, when a 
diamond ring worth 1,000 rupees was given 
to Madame Dupleix ; and he produced 
M. Dupleix' letter about the bond, ordering the 
people and Tiruvengadam to be sont. As they 
could do as they pleased at Pondichery, he 
promised to get the bond and the money, 
and on their arrival ordered them to be 
imprisoned in the Nayinar's house, un t i l 
M. Delarche had inquired into the matter, 
as it had been settled by [ M , Barthelemy]. 
The written sentence was therefore given to 
M. Delarche. Although Ranga Pil lai had not 
accepted the settlement for the 3,000 pagodas 
due to him [M. Barthelemy,] nevertheless 
claimed to have settled the affair.' The 
dubash also accompanied me to my house, 
told me the news, and then departed. I told 
him about my petition to M. Dupleix and what 
had* taken place, showed him the petition and 
gave it to him to be shown to his master. But 
afterwards, I sent Ellappa Chetti to get it 
back, and put it into my box, as I can show it 
h im at a suitable time. I write only the chief 
points of what was said. 

Gopalanaranappa Ayyanof the Villupuram 
country, who in the year 1749-1750 obtained 
the amaldarship by means of Sesha Rao from 
the southward, who got great sums of money, 
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and escaped to Cuddalore dur ing Nasir Jang's 
invasion, who helped Nasir Jang against the 
French, and then joined our enemy Muham­
mad ' ' A l i Khan, is said at last, finding he 
cannot remain there, to have got permission to 
v i s i t the Governor through the St. Paul's 
priests and M. Law, and has got a promise 
f rom h i m . N o w that this man is here, he w i l l 
never keep quiet, bu t w i l l interfere i n every­
th ing and especially V i l l u p u r a m ; but what 
he w i l l do remains to be seen. 

A messenger f rom M. Bussy arrived to-day 
from Masulipatam, whence letters are coming 
every two or three days. 

A letter came from Mr. Saunders at Madras. 
I suppose the Cuddalore rumours are that 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan i s coming from T r i -
chinopoly to Cuddalore to discuss peace. 

I d i d not go out as the ra in w h i c h began 
suddenly yesterday afternoon continued t i l l 
six this evening. 

Madananda Pandit sends the fo l lowing 
news :— 

' M. Delarche sent for me and said, " A 
certain European who dresses l i ke an Arab 
and was formerly in Mu'tabar Khan's service 
as master-gunner after quarrel l ing w i t h h i m 
joined "Wahab Khan's troopers in Sama Rao's 
service. He visi ted M. Godeheu to-day and 
told him that, when M. d'Auteuil and others 
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were captured at Valikondapuram, their 
munitions, powder, shot and cartridges were 
seized by Mu'tabar Khan, and kept in a house 
in Ranjangadai. Mu'tabar Khan not only be­
trayed M. d'Auteuil and others but also seized 
their money, while their munitions were 
delivered up to the English and Muhammad 
' A l i Khan. Thereupon M. Godeheu sent for 
me1 and told me to write a sharp letter com­
manding Mu'tabar Khan and his vaki l to send 
everything to M. Maissin at Trichinopoly."' 
We shall see what Mu'tabar Khan replies. 

When I went to the Fort this morning, I 
walked w i t h M. Cornet and M. Martin up and 
down the sorting-godown. I told them I had 
seen the fa l l of the unfinished part of the ta l l 
belfry, newly built this year by M. Dupleix, 
the former Governor, for the Padres' Church 
opposite.2 It was in course of being plastered. 
Dharmasiva Chetti had said that it might fal l 
in the next rains, but not sooner. M. Martin 
remarked that to-day was a ceremony like the 
Tamil ceremony of the Mahalayapahsham* in 
memory of departed souls, and that as 
M. Godeheu and others were going to church, 

1 i.e., Delarche. 
2 Sc., opposite my house. 
3 The period so called is the 4 dark ha l f of Purattasi— i.e., when 

the moon is on the wane. It is intended to provide for those departed 
whose descendants have forgotten to perform or have been prevented 
from performing the annual commemorative ceremony. 

11 
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he would go at once and tell him beforehand. 
He then went upstairs. I gave orders that no 
one should go near the church. When Bishop 
Noronha of Mylapore had finished service in 
the church, he went out by that gate. When 
everything was ready for the next service, 
M. Legou's son and two or three others being 
in the church, the top part gave way, and the 
bell and the stone arch above, fell near the 
church door and part broke into the church. 
The north wall cracked here and there. The 
noise brought al l flocking thither. M. Godeheu 
watched it from his upper story. The coun­
cillors and other gentlemen who witnessed it 
said that, when it was built, people foretold 
its collapse. M. Dupleix had not been able to 
complete i t t i l l recently only for i t to fal l at 
once. M. le Marquis Dupleix built this belfry 
onto the church, and made it loftier than the 
flagstaff. Its fal l is an ill-omen. The church 
was finished in 1723, thirty-one years ago, 
out of the money given by Coja Saffar, the 
Armenian, and stood t i l l now without fault. 
What is destined must happen, but only at the 
appointed time. A man can neither escape 
nor foresee destiny. 

The Governor then sent for M. Sornay, and 
told him to inspect the place and do what was 
necessary. Sentries were posted to prevent 
people from going near. 
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When M. le General Godeheu,the councillors 
and others had taken coffee upstairs, and were 
about to proceed to the Capuchins' church out­
side the Fort, I paid my respects and said, 
' God has caused this to happen to manifest 
His love towards you. If the building had 
fallen half an hour later, you and many others 
would have been in peril. But you did not 
merit this, and God desired to manifest His 
love towards you, that a l l may dwell happily 
under your rule.'—' True,' he said, 1 I do always 
seek others' welfare ; and therefore God pro­
tects me. Thank you for your good words.' I 
thanked h im in return. A l l the councillors 
and others present addressed compliments to 
me on my words ; but one indeed, M. Delarche, 
looked awry. 

The Governor then signed the pay sheet1 

which M. Delarche had brought, heard mass 
in the Capuchins' church near the Fort, and 
returned. 

Then he called me and gave me Nandi 
Raja's letter to interpret. It says:—1 You have 
recalled a l l your troops but 300 mil i tary and 
1,000 foot w i th a commander. The English 
and Muhammad ' A l i Khan are great rogues. 
I have moved wi th them and done business 
w i t h them. None knows them as I. They are 

1 Beading masachchambalam for marachehambalam. 
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gathering troops at the Fort daily, 100 mili tary 
or 200 sepoys at a time. I have only a small 
force at Srirangam ; and who w i l l protect me 
if they come against me before I can send you 
word and your troops can arrive ? When Major 
Lawrence went to Madras, he took with him 
only a few soldiers. I write this because your 
commander has only a small force. Write to 
me about this.' 

When I had interpreted the letter, he told 
me to write reassuring Nandi Raja, saying that 
they could do him no harm, that Europeans 
never broke their word, and that Muhammad 
' A l i Khan was going to Cuddalore. I accord­
ingly took leave, translated i t , and had the 
answer written to be despatched when he 
orders i t . 

300 soldiers and 1,000 sepoys have been 
left at Trichinopoly and the Srirangam temple 
under the command of M. Maissin; and the 
remaining soldiers, sepoys and troopers have 
reached the washing-place near the l i t t le fort 
outside. 

Although there were orders that the 
bleached cloth should be well-dyed and the 
wet cloth beaten, they refused to do so. 
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NOVEMBER 1754. 

Monday, November 4.1—As it was the name-
day of M. Godeheu, the Commander-General, 
a salute of 21 guns was fired at five o'clock. I 
went to the Fort at half-past six, but no one 
was there ; nor was any one upstairs. I tried 
to see him, but Ellappan and Naga Pillai said 
that he had not yet dressed, so that even I 
could not go in . When I was waiting in the 
central hall, M. Le Beaume and an officer 
came. When the Governor appeared at half -
past eight, I gave him a bouquet saying,' A l l 
pray that they may ever be as happy as they 
are on the name-day of Charles Robert Godeheu. 
May your happiness increase daily, w i th long 
life and wealth ! As this is their daily prayer, 
God w i l l surely grant you this from to-day 
onwards. Accept this bouquet w i t h my 
prayers that God w i l l bless you wi th wisdom 
to the prosperity of the town and to your own 
glory.' Thus I offered the bouquet. He accept­
ed i t . I then offered him that one of the three 
rings I got from M. Noual, which is set w i t h a 
large diamond and worth 350 pagodas. But he 
absolutely refused, telling me not to [offer such 
gifts]. As the Europeans were coming to pay 
their respects, the Governor said to me in kind 

1 22nd Arppisi, Bhava 
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terms, ' What have I done that men should 
so th ink of me? ' I replied that al l our 
dependence was on him. Then the European 
gentlemen and ladies came, and al l went to 
church. Before mass ended, three volleys and 
three salutes of 21 guns were fired. When the 
Governor left the church, and approached the 
parade, the men saluted him wi th their lances 
and colours, the captain of the European 
troopers with drawn sword, according to 
custom, and the trumpeters, drummers and 
fifers playing un t i l he had entered the Gouv­
ernement He sat down to table wi th al l the 
Europeans on the ground-floor, A salute 
of 21 guns was fired for the King's health. 
When a l l had finished, M. Godeheu went 
upstairs. There the Company's merchants 
were waiting to present h im wi th a dress of 
honour embroidered wi th precious stones, and 
flowered w i th gold and silver, [worth] 200 
rupees, and a diamond ring worth 400 pagodas. 
The Governor accepted only the dress of honour 
and refused the ring. The old Company's 
merchants also visited the Governor w i t h 
lungis? white broad-cloth, etc., worth 50 pago­
das. T i ruv i t i Seshachala Chetti's daughter 
and Salatu Venkatachala Chetti presented 
pieces of silk costing six and four pagodas, 

1 Literally lungis made of several small pieces. 
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respectively. A l l the rest presented h i m w i t h 
limes. Mysore Venkatanaranappa Ayyan , etc., 
also visi ted the Governor. Then the letters of 
congratulations sent from Muzaff ar Jang's sons 
and Shaikh Ibrahim's son w i t h dresses of 
honour were interpreted. At the t ime appoint­
ed for Chanda Sahib's son's v is i t , the min t -
people were ready w i t h their present, but 
departed, leaving w i t h mo the diamond r i n g 
I had given them. Then Chanda Sahib's son, 
' A l i Baza Khan, ' A l i Naqi Sahib and others, 
embraced the Governor and sat down. Chandu 
Sahtb's son made the fo l lowing presents :— 

A* rose-water sprinkler and salver set 
w i t h precious stones ; 

a p la in gold sprinkler and salver ; 
a betel-stand of fine Mani l l a work ; a 

si lver-gil t d r i nk ing cup and plate ; 
a fine pearl necklace w i t h a pendant 

consisting of an emerald set round w i t h rubies; 
a gold stand for cloves, nutmegs, mace 

and cardamoms ; 
a turra set w i t h precious stones ; 
a great horse wor th six or seven hundred 

rupees; 
a betel-stand set w i t h precious stones ; 
a p la in gold rose-water sprinkler and a 

salver. 
They estimated these presents at 10,000 or 

12,000 rupees; but we reckoned them at 8t000. 



88 DIARY OF [Nov. 4 

When they paid their congratulations and 
offered these presents, a salute of 21 guns 
was fired. After a few words of compliment, 
a present was given to Chanda Sahib's [son] 
comprising broad-cloth, gold sprigged velvet, 
jewels, etc., worth 8,000 rupees. They re­
ceived them and departed. M. Delarche 
acted as interpreter and arranged for the 
visit. M. Delarche made a mistake in this 
affair. The Governor does not know the 
custom of the country and allowed 21 guns to 
be fired. M. Delarche said that presents 
worth 15,000 rupees were to be given, 
but in fact they were only worth 8,000. He 
behaved just as when the Arcot people 
exercised authority ; but ever since 1749-1750, 
the French have been masters and [the Arcot 
people] have been under them. No more 
respect should have been shown than that used 
by M. le Marquis Dupleix. But M. Delarche 
arranged for the same respect as was shown 
when they were Nawabs and trade flourished 
by land and sea. Neither I nor the Councillors 
were consulted about M. Delarche's proposals. 
By treating the Muhammadans as though they 
were s t i l l masters, he1 has cast away half the 
glory that the French have acquired. People 
say that this was due to M. Delarche—as the 

1 The Governor ia meant. 
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proverb says, ' Open your door, b l i n d old 
woman. ' 

After Chanda Sahib's son had been dis­
missed w i t h presents, Imam Sattib's son came 
w i t h a dress of honour. He was given pan 
suparl and dismissed. 

Wri te r Ranga P i l l a i then came w i t h the 
amaldars' renters who were to ld to give nazars 
of mohurs and pagodas, but M. Godeheu 
declined them. Thereupon they presented 
seven or eight rolls of si lk. After dismissing 
their visitors, the brothers gazed at the pearl 
necklace w i t h its pendant as if they had never, 
seen such a t h i n g before. I and the Europeans 
then took leave. The ceremony was not 
magnificent. He does not realize that visits 
should be conducted w i t h grandeur ; nor w i l l 
he take advice, except that of M. Delarche 
who cares for nothing but his own profit, and 
so has cast away the glory that fol lowed on 
the death of Nasir Jang, when the Padshah 
himself feared the French and the Muham-
madans seemed but their subjects. The 
Governor has done this because the t ime has 
cofeae for a l l this glory to be los t ; but 
M. Delarche advised h i m to i t . The f i rs t 
knows not what he does. But the conduct of 
the other shows that Raja Lakshmi was conti­
nued here by the influence of Jupiter only 
u n t i l M. Duple ix departed. Since then the 

12 
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planet's old influence has returned. I need say 
no more. 

Wednesday, November 6.1—The troops re­
turning from Trichinopoly are halted at 
Pombai.2 

The cloth wetted at the washing-place by 
the rains was stored in the godown and 
covered up. 

I hear that the Europeans have plundered 
much, and shown no respect for sex or age. 
Every man is as a Governor in the town. I 
cannot write our troubles. I write only the 
chief heads. 

Saturday, November 9.3—At half-past four 
this evening, I heard that M. Godeheu was to 
inspect the troops lodged at the washing-place. 
So I went thither, expecting that the cloth 
affair might be mentioned, as it had caused 
delay, and the wooden blocks used for stamp­
ing had been buried and spoilt in the earth, so 
that no stamping could be done. I went wi th 
M. Renault who is in charge of the washing-
place. Then we found the Governor, his 
younger brother M. Clouet, and others in a 
coach and six. A company of military and 
200 sepoys met them at the Bound-hedge gate 
w i th a standard. European troopers, who are 

1 24th Arppisi, Bhava. 2 Not identified. 
3 27th Arppisi, Bhava. 
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in sheds here, also escorted them. 1,400 mi l i ­
tary and 1,500 or 2,000 sepoys were drawn up. 
On the Governor's arrival in state, they saluted 
him according to custom. The minute guns1 

fired 21 rounds as he went along the first 
detachment, and the same a,s he inspected the 
Europeans. Then a bronze cannon and other 
great and powerful guns, set opposite the gate 
of the washing-place, were fired. These also 
fired 21 times. Afterwards, as the Governor 
went in, 21 guns were again fired. I and 
M. Renault stood before him as ho entered, and 
paid our respects. He bowed in return. Then 
he looked round. We followed him through 
the mud and d i r t ; but he asked no questions, 
and spoke to no one. When he had finished 
his inspection and was coming out again, the 
great cannon at the gate gave 21 shots. When 
he had finished and moved on again, 21 guns 
were fired. When he reached the Asokasalai,2 

a minute gun fired 21 rounds. Then a body of 
Europeans was wheeled round and marched 
back to their former position. They were 
commanded by M. Saint Aulas who had com­
manded at Trichinopoly. M. Aumont and 
other officers were mounted and carried their 
swords drawn, in a rank in front. When 

1 That is, the field-pieces firing 12 rounds or so to the minute. 
2 I suspect a corruption of the text. 
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the Governor got in to his carriage, 21 guns 
were fired. The troopers, sepoys, their sardars, 
M. Saint Aulas and the other officers, dragoons, 
etc., escorted h i m to the Madras gate, and 
some even to the Fort. I then went to my 
office, and came home at eight o'clock. 

The sky was overcast this morning and the 
sun only appeared after seven o'clock. When 
I went to the Fort, M. Godeheu was examining 
the sentry-post at the east gate of the Fort. I 
paid my respects to h i m , and he bowed to me. 

E l l a P i l l a i t o ld me that after dark 
Europeans had appeared w i t h d rawn swords, 
Stabbing and k i l l i n g many, and ravishing 
women. He said that, if I t o ld the Governor 
about the troubles experienced by women 
whenever they went outside the gates, he 
w o u l d give the necessary orders. I therefore 
t o l d M. Dusaussaye,1 asking h i m to i n fo rm the 
Governor. He replied that he w o u l d t e l l the 
Governor and give orders, so that I need not 
mention i t . I agreed. 
, Tuesday, November 12.2—I went to the Fort 
th is morning, and to ld the Governor that a 
Europe ship was s t i l l l y i n g off Madras on 
November 6. ' Just so,' the Governor- replied. 
Then I reported the news, that Morar i Rao 

1 A Captain of 1750. In the next year he went to command the 
troops at Srirangam. 

2 30th Arppisi, Bhava. 
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had reached his for t at Venkatagir i beyond 
the passes. He said he had heard so. 

Then I t o ld the Governor about the be­
haviour of the Europeans in the town—their 
feeling the breasts of, and otherwise shaming 
and molesting women who go beyond the gates 
to draw water, their cut t ing and stabbing men, 
their p lunder ing the bazaars and the money­
changers' shops, and their stopping the work 
in the washing-place by stealing or bury ing 
the stamping blocks. He said he w o u l d give 
orders to M. Saint Aulas, M. Pichaud, and the 
German officers to prevent soldiers from going 
out after dusk and that he wou ld send them 
away from the washing-place in a week. 

I heard this afternoon that 100 German 
soldiers, 100 French soldiers and 100 sepoys 
wou ld be despatched under the command of 
M. Law to j o i n M. Bussy's camp w i t h Salabat 
Jang. They w i l l ha l t in my choul t ry ; and 
Vinayaka P i l l a i w i l l re turn after despatching 
them. 

Wednesday, November 13.1—This morning 
I went to the Fort to see M. Godeheu. He was. 
t ak ing coffee upstairs. I paid my respects and 
he bowed. 

Morar i Rao's v a k i l , Krishnamachari, then 
brought a letter f rom Morar i Kao. The Gov­
ernor received i t . 

11st Karttigai, Bhava. 
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The Company's merchants then came to ask 
for money for the contract. ' 

The sons of Ghumm Rasul Khan, ki l ledar of 
Sakkidi,1 had sent a dress of honour w i t h a 
letter. When the dress of honour was presented 
and the letter interpreted, he asked why it 
contained nothing but compliments wi thou t 
mention of business. I said that they wished 
to congratulate h i m on his coming w i t h a 
dress of honour. He to ld me to wr i te a reply 
of compliments. 

He then gave me Morar i Rao's letter to 
interpret. It says:—' I have come hither, made 
terms w i t h the ki l ledar of Vellore and others, 
and am now ret i r ing to my country. I have 
ordered my troopers not to touch your terri tory. 
Send your money soon, w i t h a v a k i l and other 
persons. I trusted in M. Dupleix and the 
French that they would never break their pro­
mises. As you have succeeded M. Dupleix, who 
has departed to Europe, I lay the burden on 
you, and w i l l abide by your decision.' He to ld 
me to get this wr i t t en out in French; so I took 
i t for that purpose. 

He then to ld me to interpret the Turaiyar 
Reddi's letter wh ich says, ' Formerly Papayya 
P i l l a i , Nandi Raja and M. Mainvi l le the com­
mander, took three lakhs of rupees from me, 

1 Perhaps Sakkudi in the Madura district. 
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but then ruined the country. You are now 
Governor ; so I hope that the troubles w i l l now 
cease and I and my country be in peace. But 
the commander, M. Maissin, sent Paramananda 
Pillai to me, demanding 30,000 rupees as a 
present for the new Governor. Fearing him 
and the Company, I agreed, paid him part of 
the amount, and w i l l pay the rest. But while 
affairs are thus, Nandi Raja has seized Varada 
Reddi, and w i t h his aid is collecting forces to 
attack me. My country is broken and miser­
able. Be pleased to order Nandi Raja and M. 
Maissin not to interfere wi th me. You may 
learn al l things from my vaki l Kasturi Ran-
gayyan.' He told me to bring a French trans­
lation of the letter. 

He then asked if a reply had been written 
thanking the killedar of old Gingee for his 
dress of honour and letter. I replied, 'You 
ordered the affair about which he sent his agent 
to be settled by M. Delarche. When that is 
done and they are departing, I w i l l give the 
reply.''—' Write a letter of compliment,' he said, 
giving me the letter for translation. 

He then told me to reply to the letter from 
Haidar Khan, Mudamiah's son-in-law, that a 
letter had been written to the killedar of Gingee 
for the removal of Mudamiah's body to Nagore, 
and that the affair would be settled w i th due 
regard to justice at the proper time. I agreed, 
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A letter was then ordered for the poligar of 
Ariyalftr as follows:—'Why did you not pay 
when M. Saint Aulas demanded the money 
and why did you beat the vaki l whom M. Mais-
sin sent ? Who told you not to pay ? Which 
of the Company's peons approached you ?' 
He noted this on a piece of paper, and told me 
to write a peremptory letter. I then asked 
about the letter delivered by Morari Rao's vakil . 
He replied, ' Tell him to go home. His master 
is beyond the passes. So let him go, but write 
to h im to continue our friendship and that 
other matters w i l l be related by his vakil . ' He 
told me to write to this effect and give i t , add­
ing that I need not have mentioned this affair 
as I could have done it myself. 

I hear that Sambu Das's gumastah and 
Guntur Bali Chetti are sending wi th M. Law, 
to be sold in Salabat Jang's camp the nine 
elephants belonging to the old Governor, M. le 
Marquis Dupleix, purchased from him by M. 
Delarche and M. du Bausset for 45,000 rupees, 
I also hear that the two elephants presented to 
M. Godeheu, the new Governor, by Nandi Raja 
and Chanda Sahib's son are to be sent along 
wi th these. 

Friday, November 15.1—I remained at home 
as the rain was worse to-day than yesterday. 

1 3rd Karttigai, Bhava. 
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I was told that the Governor wanted me. A 
peon went to fetch Madananda Pandit. M. 
Godeheu was alone when we paid our respects. 
He gave me Nandi Kaja's letter, which I inter­
preted, and as he wanted a French translation, 
I kept it w i th me. It says, 'When you discuss 
peace wi th the English, you should have the 
Dutch and Danes as mediators, before whom 
you may produce your parwanas from Hidayat 
Muhi-ud-din Khan, Salabat Jang and Chanda 
Sahib, and the English theirs from Nasir Jang 
and Ghazi-ud-din Khan. In the presence of 
mediators peace may be quickly made. If 
they speak on behalf of Muhammad ' A l i Khan 
and you on ours, Muhammad ' A l i Khan 
cannot w i n the day, by reason of the grant he 
made me of the Trichinopoly fort and country. 
T i l l now I have not been informed of your 
negotiations ; pray observe this and do what 
may be necessary. If you treat w i th the 
English without mediators, the matter w i l l 
not be settled for centuries. I write my 
opinion. As you are blessed wi th great wis­
dom, and you must have meditated long on 
this, pray inform me of your resolve.' When 
I had read this, he told me to get it translated 
into French. I have written only the outline 
so that it may be known. 

I then gave M. Godeheu the translation of 
Morari Mo's letter w i th the original Persian, 

13 
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the Tura iyur Reddis letter and its French 
translation, the original and French translation 
of the letter from the sons of Ghulam Rasul 
Khan, the ki l ledar of Sekkidi, and the French 
translations of the replies to the ki l ledar of 
Old Gingee and to Haider Khan (Mudamiah's 
nephew) and of the taldd to the Nayinar of 
Ar iya lu r . A l l the replies were sealed at the 
Governor's orders, who gave them to Mada-
nanda Pandit to be delivered to those who had 
brought the letters. When the takid for the 
A r i y a l u r Nayinar was given to the Governor, 
he to ld me to have it despatched myself, so 
I took i t . 

Sunday, November 17.1—When I was pass­
ing the Madras gate, I heard that Vinayaka 
P i l l a i and Krishna Rao were on their way in 
a pa lankin to Pot t i Pathan Choultry, where 
M. Law, etc., were ha l t ing w i t h their army on 
their way to Salabat Jang's camp at Hyderabad. 
Krishna "Rao is accompanying M. Law to 
Hyderabad, and Vinayaka P i l l a i w i l l go w i t h 
M Law as far as Sadras by the Governor's 
orders, I also hear that Vinayaka P i l l a i was 
asked to accompany M. Law to Hyderabad but 
replied that it was usual to send others as Re 
had affairs to manage here ; he was again to ld 
angri ly that others could do his business here 

1 5th Karttigai, Bhava. 
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and that he must go ; thereupon M. Delarche 
to ld Vinayaka P i l l a i to go as far as Sadras and 
re turn ; so Vlnayaka P i l l a i w i l l do accordingly. 

M. Godeheu went in to his room, so I and 
M. Cornet took leave of h i m . The latter then 
said, ' Y o u owe money to the Company over 
the coral and broad-cloth business.1 When 
money had been sent out to distant places, 
there arose the English troubles, the despatch 
of troops to slay Anwar-ud-d in Khan, the 
a r r iva l of Nasir Jang six months later, his 
death, the death of Hidayat Muhi -ud-d in 
K h a n and others, and that of Chanda Sahib, 
etc., at Trichinopoly, so that the balances 
could not be asked and collected. Owing to 
these troubles, the country has gone to r u i n 
Moneys due from several places have been 
lost. I f you w i l l state a l l this i n a pet i t ion, 
you w i l l be excused payment. Moreover 
M. Boyelleau has complaints against the 
former Governor ; and a new Governor w i l l 
break the noses of a l l who complain in future. 
Show me your pet i t ion. ' I agreed to do so, 
and t ak ing leave, went to my office. 

Saturday, November 23.2—I heard to-day it 
had been decided at yesterday morning's 
council that the Tamils should give up to 
Europeans who want them their houses east 

1 A long-standing debt, as wi l l be seen. 
2 llth Karttigai) Bhava. 
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of the canal and west of the l iquor-godown 
at cost price, and that, in return, the Tamils 
w o u l d be given lands and gardens in Pavala-
p^ t t a i ; a w a l l is to be b u i l t w i t h three gates 
separating the Tami l f rom the European 
quarter. The town before was in a miserable 
state. Ever since the Engl ish troubles, that is, 
for the last ten years, there has been no trade. 
There have been famines. Men have been 
afflicted and f u l l of cares. As astrologers 
have said, by the influence of Saturn men 
have suffered troubles. Pondichery is not 
what it formerly was, but is now decaying ; i ts 
inhabitants are afflicted. Moreover the lands 
in Pavalapettai, Mi rapa l l i , etc., have been 
acquired and given away. Thus the towns­
people are indeed in great straits. M. Lenoir 
beautified the t o w n by converting huts in to 
houses of stone. The town, w h i c h stretched 
but a quarter of a mi le before, became about 
two miles long. The town where the Goddess 
Lakshmi used to dance has been decaying 
these last three years, and this year the rains 
brought great losses. So men speak. As the 
council has decided to give a l l the Tamils ' 
houses to the Europeans, and it has been pro­
claimed by beat of tom-tom that the houses 
w h i c h have fallen down shall not be rebuil t , 
the anxiety is indescribable. I wr i t e briefly 
what people are saying. 
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Monday, November 25}—[On a separate sheet 
is w r i t t e n :—' The d ia ry was commenced on 
13th Kar t t iga i , Bhava, corresponding to Mon­
day, November 25.'2] 

Tuesday, November 26.3—When I was in 
the sorting-godown this morning, M. Miran 
who was w r i t i n g in the comptoir, hav ing 
learnt tha t I had come, called me in and asked 
me to sit down. He said, ' The rains and w i n d 
have done some damage in Negapatam, Veda-
ranyam and other sea-ports to the southward. 
On the banks of the Gadilam near Fort St. 
Dav id , Cuddalore and Manjakuppam, a new 
town sprang up du r ing the French and English 
troubles,4 and the r i ch b u i l t houses there to 
l i ve i n . The floods were so great that the i n ­
habitants had to carry off their goods and 
escape to European and other houses on h i g h 
ground. Some left their clothes, goods and 
money behind ; others saved their valuables. 
Things were carried away by the floods and 
buried, or left on other men's ground. So 
there was much loss there. The floods 
were only ha l f as great in Yandipalaiyam, 
Ti ruppappul iyur , Cuddalore, etc.; but s t i l l 

113th Karttigai, Bhava. 
* After this occur rough notes relating to the period December 

4—7. These are printed as foot-notes under those dates. I think the 
compilation of the diary must have fallen into some confusion at this 
time, probably from delay in writing up the rough notes. 

3 14th Karttigai, Bhava. 
4 The modern 'New Town.1 
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much dapiage was done. No lives were lost as 
the floods came by day. It was published by 
beat of tom-tom that all property carried away 
by the floods should be restored to the proper 
owners, under pain of punishment or fine. 
The French and English factories at Porto 
Novo have been washed away. There is thirty 
feet of water in the Dutch factory, so they are 
going to build a factory in the washing-place. 
Yesterday afternoon, M. Godeheu received a 
letter from our European at Porto Novo. He 
was talking to M. Dargy at table about build­
ing a factoiy on some other site ; but they 
can't do i t ; the Dutch are best at trade and 
building purposes ; the English may be half as 
good as the Dutch ; but the French are incapa­
ble of trade or government or administration ; 
they lose their temper too easily. But I said 
nothing, except that if they did build a factory, 
it would soon be closed again.' 

We also talked about painting taffetas, and 
the continuance of rain. He observed, ' There 
is little to do in the Fort even in fine weather ; 
and who wi l l come in the rain ? He wil l not 
want you. You had better go.' So, I took 
leave and went to my office. 

Wednesday, November 27.1—After coffee this 
morning, the Governor took me into his 

1 15th Kartigal Bhava. 



1764] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 103 

cabinet and gave me a Turaiyur letter to be 
interpreted, as Madananda Pandit was not 
present. I interpreted it and he told me to get 
it translated into French. I agreed and took 
leave. It says, ' After your coming, I sent a 
dress of honour and six letters by a vakil . I 
have not received a reply to any of them. A l l 
the poligars under Trichinopoly are obeying 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan, who is in the Fort there. 
1 alone trusted the French to keep their word, 
and thought myself safe under their protec­
tion. But Nandi Raja and your Frenchmen 
have taken three lakhs of rupees from me, 
thrice plundered my country, and then 
demanded more money as a nazar on your 
arrival as Governor. Although my country 
was ruined, I gave M. Maissin something by 
Paramananda Pillai. I w i l l pay the balance. 
When this is so, wi th the help of my people 
Nandi Raja proposes to collect forces and 
attack my country again. Write to Nandi 
Kajaand M. Maissin not to interfere wi th me.' 
I sent for Mariadoss,1 told him to get the letter 
translated into French and went to my office. 

Thursday, November 28.2—This morning I 
went to the Governor and gave him the French 
translation and the originals of the Turaiyur 

1 Probably Maridas Pillai, who was later on very active in supply­
ing French enquirers with information regarding Hindu antiquities 
and customs. See the Revue Historique de V hale Francaise, 1920. 

2 16th Karttigai, Bhava. 
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letter given me yesterday for translation, as 
well as Nandi Raja's letter received on Novem­
ber 16, and ordered to be translated into French, 
but which I had kept w i t h me owing to the 
rains. He took them and told me to have a 
reply written to the Turaiyur Reddi in the 
following terms :—' I have instructed Nandi 
Raja and M. Maissin, the commander, not to 
meddle wi th you and you may be at peace.' I 
said I would bring it to-morrow morning, and 
explained that the coral merchants, whom he 
had ordered me yesterday to bring, were 
suffering from fever. 

Friday, November 29.1—At three o'clock 
this afternoon one of the Governor's peons 
came for me. When I went, M. Godeheu's 
younger brother and M. Boyelleau said, ' We 
sent for you by the Governor's orders, as 
M. Guyonnet heard yesterday that M. Albert 
was detaining his wife and sons. As Ganjam is 
in Vijayarama Raja's country, please write in 
M. Godeheu's name to Vijayarama Raja that 
the two children should be delivered to the 
men who would bring a letter from M. Moracin 
at Masulipatam2. This is why we sent for 

1 17th Karttigai, Bhara. 
2 The four Northern Circars had been ceded to Bussy at the 

end of 1753 : and he was at this very time engaged in settling them, 
Vijayararaa Raja had been allowed to rent the two Circars of 
Rajahmundry and Chicacole, in the latter of which was Ganjam. 
But I can throw no further light on the incident. Albert may have 
been one of the vagrant Europeans in Vijayarama Raja's service. 
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you. ' I had the letter w r i t t e n accordingly in 
Persian by Madananda Pandit. The Gover­
nor's younger brother got the seal f rom 
the Governor and had the letter sealed. 
Then 1 took leave. The Governor at first 
refused to give the seal; but when M. 
Boyelleau was to ld , he ordered the contents to 
be w r i t t e n out [ i n French] on paper. The 
Governor's younger brother then went again 
but returned w i thou t it as the Governor said 
that everything could be done to-morrow. 
The Governor was at last persuaded to give it 
as the Bunder messenger was about to set out. 
The seal was thus obtained after much trouble 
and returned again. In this t r i f l ing affair, the 
Governor d i d not t rust even the Councillor. 
I know not what he w o u l d have done in an 
important matter. 

14 
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D E C E M B E R 1754. 
Tuesday, December 3}—As a truce was made 

between the Engl ish and French for three 
months f rom October 11, in order to arrange a 
peace, most of the sepoys, guards and troopers, 
etc., who had been posted in the several pargan-
aahs, were discharged. The rest have not 
been pa id for a mon th or a month and a ha l f ; 
bu t there was none to question i t . Five or 
six days ago they were summoned and 
t o l d that their pay w o u l d be delivered 
when the rolls had been made up. I also 
hear that new enlistments have been ordered 
and the Pathans desired to send troops for 
their [camps]. I t h i n k that some difference 
must have arisen between the Engl ish and 
French about the peace-terms. It remains to 
be seen what happens. 

Wednesday, December 4.2—This morning 
the Governor t o ld me to interpret the letter 

1 21st Karttigai, Bhava. 
1 22nd Karttigai, Bhava. 
Below are printed rough notes of the diary which occur earlier. 

The Tamil is most obscure in parts. " On the morning of Wednesday,  
the 22nd, the Governor sent for M. Boyelleau and told him to pack in 
3 bags 1,400 rupees for Srirangam, 427 rupees and 6 fanams for Vr id-
dhachalam and 248 rupees for Gingee, and have them despatched with 
letters. M. Boyelleau mentioned my jaghir to which the Governor 
replied ; the Turaiyur letter was sealed ; Shaikh Ibrahim asked 
whether the sowcars who owned elephants at Porto Novo might 
carry them out that way, and a reply was given 

At three o'clock in the afternoon of Wednesday, the 22nd, the 
Governor sent for me and told me to get the French letter for Nandi 
Raja translated into Telugu. 

As you are treating for peace with the English, kindly [ ] 
about my jaghir [ ]. 
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sent by the Pathans who have landed 
elephants at Porto Novo. They desire the 
amils to be ordered to collect only the usual 
customs on the route to Bhuvanagir i , etc., 
villages. The Governor t o ld me to reply that 
the commander had been ordered to take only 
the usual customs, that the latter w o u l d give 
the necessary orders to the 4mils, and that 
therefore the amils could take away their 
elephants w i t h o u t trouble. I t was wr i t t en a t 
once, sealed and given to head-peon. 

M. Boyelleau afterwards sent for me and 
gave me three small bags of rupees saying, 
' M. Godeheu t o ld me to give you these to be 
sent to Srirangam, Yriddhachalam and 
Gingee. The bag of 1,400 and odd rupees is 
for the sick at Srirangam, the bag of 640 and 
odd for those at Yriddhachalam and that of 
248, for Gingee.' After a short silence, 
M. Boyelleau said, 'Peace is now being dis­
cussed. Have you shown the Governor 
the parwana for your own and your son 
Annaswami's jaghirs, and the k i l l a and a 
mansab jaghir, w h i c h have been seized by the 
Engl ish ?'1 I replied, * I thought it wou ld have 
been mentioned in February of last year when 
M. Duple ix sent to Sadras Father Lavaur (the 
Superior of St. Paul's church), M. du Bausset, 

1 These lands seem to have been near Chingleput. Cf. Vol. V I , 
pp. 207-208 and 211; Vol. V I I , p. 441. 
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M. Kerjean and other Europeans to discuss 
peace. Besides M. Godeheu has a l l the papers 
about i t , so I thought it needless to say any­
t h i n g ; and I migh t be asked how I had 
learnt of the secret proceedings w i t h the 
Engl ish respecting my jaghir and k i l l a or I 
migh t be t o ld that the parwana would be 
obtained when everything was settled. These 
were the reasons of my wait ing. '—' Y o u are 
wrong, ' he answered ; ' you must speak to 
h im. '—' I w i l l wr i t e i t out in French and show 
it to you, ' I said. ' Never m i n d that, ' he 
replied,'I w i l l speak about i t . ' He then went 
up to M. Godeheu, when the latter came out of 
his room, and spoke w i t h h i m . M. Boyelleau 
afterwards to ld me that the Governor 
understood the whole matter, that I 
should be asked to show the parwana, and 
that M. Godeheu w o u l d settle the matter. 
M. Godeheu then went in again and 
M. Boyelleau departed. 

At three o'clock this afternoon two peons 
came and said that the Governor wanted me. 
On my arr ival , he came out of hi§ room, and 
said, ' M. Boyelleau to ld you this morning to 
have three bags of rupees sent to Gingee, 
Srirangam and Vriddhachalam. The letters 
you received were his, not mine ; here are 
mine. Have them sent w i t h the money to the 
three places. D i d he give you a letter for 
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Nandi Raja ?' I said, ' No,' and reminded h i m 
that he had said that he wou ld give it me 
to-morrow morning. ' I w i l l give i t you 
at once,' he said, and then, going i n , had a 
letter wr i t t en by his writer, M. Chevreau and 
gave it to me, te l l ing me to wr i te a letter to 
Nandi Raja. I took it and said I would do 
so. He then took me into his room and said, 
'How can I be expected to know things unless 
you t e l l me ?' I replied, ' What have I failed 
to t e l l you that you have asked ? On your 
arr ival , you and M. Boyelleau to ld me I was 
afraid of M. Dupleix, but that my duty was to 
manage a l l affairs we l l as you had succeeded 
h im. I agreed and wrote to Salabat Jang, Sau 
B M j i Rao and other Deccan subahdars, to 
Ghazi-ud-din Khan at Delhi , to the Rajas of 
Tanjore and Mysore and their vakils, k i l le -
dars, etc., and managed affairs here carefully. 
Rut afterwards in many matters I was not 
consulted, and, when I brought any affair to 
your notice, you spoke indifferently. I d id 
not know your mind, and therefore have kept 
quiet. I have delayed nothing. ' 

Thursday, December 5.1—At eight o'clock 
this morning, I went to the Governor to t e l l 
h i m I had brought the Telugu translation of 

123rd Karttigai, Bhava. 
The rough notes .say:-" On Thursday the 23rd Nandi Raja's 

letter was sealed and given to his vakil" 
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the French reply written yesterday to Nandi 
Raja. He gave me his seal to seal the letter 
wi th . After the letter had been sealed, he 
told me to give it to the Mysore vaki l for 
despatch. Saying 1 would do so, I took and 
gave it to Madananda Pandit for Venkatanara-
nappa Ayyan.1 

Saturday, December 7.2—At three o'clock 
this afternoon, I went to the Governor, as a 
peon said he wanted me. The Governor's 

1 The rough notes give the following for Friday, for which day 
there is no transcript of the diary:—-" On Fri [day] the 24th the 
Governor was let blood, so nobody visited him. I went to the Fort 
where I saw M. Miran, M. Cornet, etc., and then went to my office. 

" When Vinayaka Pillai was returning from Madras after despatch­
ing M. Law, M. Law plundered the English villages on his way and 
ravished women ; hearing this news, the English sent 200 soldiers and 
600 foot against M. Law ; but the English troops had to return fruit­
lessly as M Law and his army had already gone, but they [ caught] 
Vinayaka Pillai near the Tiruvattiswaran temple on his way to Pondi-
chery. I hear that on learning this news, the Governor wrote to 
Madras at ten o'clock to-day. I heard of this the day before 
yesterday." Cf. Madras Military Consultations, 1754, pp. 264 and 267. 

2 25th Karttigai, Bhava. 
Thorough notes say—''No one could go to the Governor on 

Saturday the 25th as he was unwell. I went to the Fort and thence to 
my office. 

" He sent for me at three o'clock, and, giving me my letter from 
Nandi Raja, asked why there was one for me only. ' That is usual,' I 
said. He then asked me its contents. I said, 'An agreement was 
made to give two lakhs of rupees to M. Maissin for three months' 
expenses for which one lakh's worth of land was assigned on the banks 
of the Cauvery and the other lakh was assigned on [Turaiyur], But 
Paramanandan accepted some money from them and has spoiled the 
business, and now they say that the money need not be demanded but 
ask for a lakh of rupees in ready money.' When I read this, he told 
me to get it translated into French. 

" He then took me aside and said,' In a day or two, I will entrust 
all my affairs to you and follow your advice.' I replied suitably." 
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younger brother and Madananda Pandit were 
there. Giving me Nandi Raja's letter, he 
asked to whom it was addressed. ' To me,'  
I replied, and he asked why there was no 
letter for him. I answered that it was usual 
to write to me w i t h instructions to report the 
contents to him. ' Tell me its contents,' he 
said. I interpreted it as follows :—' M. Fla-
court and your dubashes here have prevented 
me from collecting money from the poligars, 
though I agreed to pay your expenses. There­
fore I wish to depart. Ramalinga Pillai 
(Arumpatai Piliai's man) Paramanandan and 
M. Flacourt have ventured to receive money 
from the poligar of Turaiyur for settling the 
affair for one lakh of rupees instead of two 
as previously determined. I am being much 
troubled for an agreement not to interfere in the 
affair of that palaiyam. I have agreed. Thus 
the affairs of State are being ruined by these 
men's plundering and greed. Y ou do not know 
this, and even when I write, you do not believe. 
Even after Paramananda Pillai was seized 
and sent away for his i l l behaviour, Ramalinga 
Pillai and M. Flacourt have continued to spoil 
a l l business. If others are appointed wi th 
proper orders in their place, I w i l l continue ; 
otherwise I shall depart. Inform the Governor 
of this,' 
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When I reported these contents, he told 
me to get the letter translated into French, 
and, having dismissed Madananda Pandit, he 
took me into a room and said, ' I am going to 
ask you about a certain affair. You must tel l 
me the truth. ' I said I would. He continued, 
' Have not the former Governors here made 
money ? I also want to make money, but by 
fair means. None but you can get money for 
me. When M. Lenoir was Governor, he 
satisfied the merchants and people and sought 
the Company's profit, and himself gained 
much. A l l this is well-known in Europe. 
M. Dumas made money somehow. But after 
my arrival, I learnt that M. Dupleix' injustice 
was notorious. Certainly I do not want to 
make money as he did ; but help me to get 
money like M. Lenoir and M. Dumas.' He 
added much more. I replied, ' M. Lenoir was 
freely offered presents by the merchants and 
people on his name-day, New Year's day, etc. 
The Company's merchants would offer h im 
presents to have their contracts settled easily, 
but he sternly refused to receive them. They 
would then offer small presents and even 
these he would sometimes refuse. But he 
never received bribes. In the Mocha trade, 
he made large profits, but he did not get much 
in other ways. M. Dumas made money both 
by trade and by other means ; and you know 
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how M. Dup le ix got his wealth. ' He replied, 
'Trade is not flourishing at present, so I 
cannot make money l i k e M. Lenoir. I must 
t r y to get money l i k e M. Dumas.' I answered, 
' Y o u k n o w the whole state of the trade. As 
for the country affairs, they must be managed 
carefully. When you seized Papayya P i l l a i , 
y o u d i d not keep the country accounts and 
leases under your own control, but managed 
affairs by M. Delarche and Ranga P i l l a i 
( M . Duple ix ' wri ter) who could not manage 
affairs successfully. When Papayya P i l l a i 
was imprisoned, a l l were alarmed and offered 
to arrange for 6 lakhs of rupees; but no 
advantage was taken of this, so the amount 
was lost. Moreover in collecting rents and 
revenues f rom the country, everybody made 
money, and thus no money came i n . There 
are two kinds of sibbandis, purana1 sibbandi, 
and kumak2 sibbandi ; for the latter people 
were allowed by you an eighth or a quarter of 
wha t was collected. Thus the Company's 
business was spoiled in a l l k inds of ways. 
B u t you do not make money l i ke M. Duple ix , 
and in your t ime, neither the Company nor 
you have gained, though others have eaten.'— 
' Who can be blamed for the past ?' he asked. 
' Henceforward, I w i l l do as you say. The 

1 Literally, 'old.' 2 Literally,'help.' 
15 
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Company's business must proceed, but at the 
same time, I must make something by proper 
means. Consider and tel l me what I should 
do.'—'I w i l l . ' I said. 

When we were talking thus, M. Clouet, the 
Secretary who accompanied him, entered. So 
he said,' Come to-morrow when I shall be at 
leisure.' So I took leave and went to the 
sorting-godown. As it was cloudy, I went 
to my office and then came home. 

Thursday, December 12.1—This morning, 
the Governor after dressing, inspected the Fort 
gates, etc., where the European guards are 
posted and returned to the Fort. I salaamed. 
He acknowledged it and went upstairs to take 
coffee wi th the Europeans. 

When he had dismissed them, he took me 
into his room and said, 'i I and Mr. Saunders 
w i l l return to Europe in February as peace 
cannot be concluded here between the English 
and the French. When M. Dumas and 
M. Lenoir were Governors, they made money 
before returning to Europe. I want to make 
something too before I go. I am told that 
M. Dumas forced people to give him something 
when he departed for Europe. Is that true ?' 
I replied,' It is true that he made money and 
returned, but not that he asked people to give 

1 1st Margali, Bhava. 
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him money. When the Marathas under 
Raghoji Bhonsla and Fatteh Singh cut off 
Dost ' A l i Khan in 1740, the Arcot people took 
refuge here owing to the troubles; upwards of 
10,000 pagodas were collected for their support 
from the nobles who belonged to the subahdar 
and others outside ; but many of those who 
had come in had departed. I do not know if the 
amounts were entered in the Company's or in 
his own accounts. [ I t is not possible] now to 
get money like that. For the last ten years 
there have been the English troubles ; t i l l 
now trade has been bad, seasons poor, and 
people have been l iv ing on what they have 
saved, or have run into debt, and have kept 
at home. Ten or a dozen live meanly ; the 
rest would have nothing to live on, but for 
the country revenues and the sepoys. If 
these means failed, you would see the state of 
affairs. The town flourished under M. Lenoir ; 
but now the people have departed ; the houses 
are falling into ruins ; when you drive out, 
you can see nothing but mud walls.' He 
replied, 'I must get something ; you must find 
some way.' I replied, ' For the last three 
years, the country business, and that of the 
merchants and the mint-people were not 
managed through me by M. Dupleix, but 
through his wife. So I cannot arrange 
matters as I like. If affairs are managed 



116 THE DIARY OF [DEC. 12, 

through me, the Company's dubash, as in the 
time of M. Martin, I w i l l help you without 
creating complaints and settle everything in 
two months.'—' Very well,' he replied, 4we 
w i l l talk about it when you come to-morrow.' 

M. Clouet then brought a letter of which 
he wished to speak to the Governor, so I 
took leave, went to the sorting-godown and 
thence came home. As he has to settle affairs 
in Europe wi th Mr. Saunders, he wants to 
make as much money as possible by fair means. 
We shall see what happens to-morrow. 

Wednesday, December 18}—At six o'clock 
this morning, M. Godeheu, his younger brother 
M. Clouet, M. Delarche, M. Sornay and other 
Europeans drove out to inspect the French 
army encamped near Pirambai; they then 
inspected the Valudavur fort that has been 
destroyed, and directed M. Delarche and 
M. Sornay to rebuild the fort. After taking 
food, they went to Tiruvengadapuram at half -
past seven in the evening, where they conferred 
w i t h M. du Bausset, M. Guillard, etc., who 
had been there [for the last] 13 days. [They] 
took dinner there, and returned. 

Saturday, December 21? —I hear that Raza 
Sahib, ' A l i Naqi Beg and Gowhar Baba 

7th Margali, Bhava. 2 10th Margali, Bhava. 



1754] ANANDA RANGA PlLLAI 117 

Khuddus Beg have been visiting M. Delarche 
about raising some money. 

This morning Mysore Yenkatanaranappa 
Ayyan accompanied me to M. Godeheu 
General Avargal. We went upstairs at half-
past eight. He was taking coffee. When he 
had dismissed an Englishman who came here to 
see him on his way from Fort. St. David to 
Madras ,1 he asked me what news there was. I 
gave'him the Telugu translation of the French 
draft he had written to Nandi Raj4 the evening 
of the day before yesterday, and said that 
it could be sealed. I also gave him the French 
translation he had ordered of the Persian letter 
received from Nandi Raja on the 14th, together 
w i t h the razinama2 given by the Marak-
kayars3 of Porto Novo for the land given 
north of Porto Novo for a factory in the place 
of the one washed away, and its French trans­
lation. The Governor then turned to Ven-
katanaranappa Ayyan and asked whether the 
account written by Mr. Saunders, the Governor-
General of Madras, about Nandi Raja's occu­
pation of Tinnevelly were correct. Venkata-
naranappa Ayyan replied, ' The Tinnevelly 
country was conquered in February or March 

11 suppose Palk or Vansittart, who were arranging the terms of the 
Provisional Treaty. See Military Consultations, 1754, p. 277. 

2 Confirmation of an agreement. 
3 Tamil-speaking Mussalmans. See Thurston's Castes and Tribes, 

Tol V,p. l . 



118 THE DIARY OF [ D E C . 21, 

1751, and we have held it for the last three 
years and ten months. If they can prove that 
we took i t during the truce, we w i l l bear any 
punishment you please to impose.'1 M. Gode-
heu replied, ' Well, it matters not what they 
write. I have now written to M. Maissin to 
enquire into it ful ly and I have written also 
to your Nandi Raja. I shall give it sealed. 
You had better also write and get a reply.' 

He then asked Venkatanaranappa Ayyan 
if bales of cloth had really been stopped 
and the Madura fort attacked. The other 
replied, ' If Madura fort were in Muhammad 
' A l i Khan's possession and we attacked i t , we 
should be responsible ; but when we and 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan were one, 'Alam Khan, 
a Pathan of Chanda Sahib's seized i t ; after 
Chandu Sahib's death, Muhammad ' A l i Khan 

1 This account differs materially from those with which I am 
acquainted elsewhere. For example, Dr. Wilson writes (Orme MSS.-
Various, X V , p. 33) :—" Soon after the Nabob marched from Trichino. 
poly [i.e., July, 1752], the Maisour General sent a party to take 
possession of Madura ; which was taken from him again about the 
beginning of December by the Mar a vans; who, though in friendship 
with us, are like to keep it for themselves until we are in a better 
capacity to call them to an account." On October 29, 1754, Heron 
wrote :—" I am told by the Nabob that he has received accounts that 
Coke Saib with some of the Mysore horse and Seapoys are endea­
vouring to raise disturbances in the Madura country, that some of 
their straggling horse have plundered Tinnevelly, which has been in 
his [i.e., the Nawab's] possession some time past." Military Comul-
tatiom, 1754, p. 258. The Mysoreans may have taken the country 
before the truce, and also been dispossessed before that event. Earlier 
in 1754 they were asking English help to obtain possession of these 
districts. 
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and the Engl ish attacked i t bu t retired w i thou t 
success.1 Then M. Duple ix wrote saying tha t 
help should be given lest ' A l a m Khan's enemies 
should capture the place. His letter had no 
effect, and a body of Pathans captured i t . 
From that t ime, the country was held neither 
by Muhammad ' A l i Khan nor by the English 
nor by the French, but by him. 2 Before the 
truce was made, we sent troops who seized 
some of the country, and besieged the fort. 
Bu t for these three months, we have not fought 
at a l l . Taking advantage of this, Muhammad 
' A l i Khan, w i t h other enemies and the Pathans, 
treacherously attacked our army, at a t ime 
when no attack should have been made on 
Tinnevelly fort, slew our chief sardars and a 
few of our men, and captured the fort . This 
has already been wr i t t en to you, and the 
French translation also contains i t . I f you 
enquire narrowly whether i t was captured now 
or before, you w i l l learn whether the English 
and Muhammad ' A l i Khan's words are true 
or ours. If our words are false, we w i l l 
submit to any punishment. ' He said yet 
more, adding, ' The English and Muhammad 

1 This must refer to Cope's attack in 1750, before Chanda Sahib's 
death. I do not think the English participated in any attempt on the 
Southern Countries between that and Heron's expedition in 1755. 
But the Nawab alleged that the Pathan leaders—mentioned be low-
had acknowledged him. See Orne, Vol. I, p. 399. 

1 i.e., one of the Pathan leaders. 
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' A l i Khan can never be trusted. They only 
write to deceive you.'—'I know all this, ' 
M. Godeheu replied, ' and have written to 
M. Maissin to ascertain and inform me what 
happened about the Tinnevelly country, the 
Madura fort, etc., from beginning to end. I 
have also written about it to your Raja. But 
why has any one written to Mr. Saunders that 
bales of cloth have been stopped?1 He replied, 
'I cannot tell . I must write before. I say 
anything about i t . It must certainly have 
happened before these last three months ; yet, 
I cannot say without making enquiries.' Here 
[the Governor] went into his cabinet, and said, 
1 You seem to trust Muhammad ' A l i Khan, 
although you were betrayed into your present 
difficulties when you trusted him before. I 
hear that discussions are going on between your 
Raja and Muhammad ' A l i Khan.2 If you do 
this, believe me, you w i l l certainly fal l into the 
well. ' Mysore Venkatanaranappa Ayyan said, 
' His proposals and the replies of those in the 
fort3 were at once communicated to you ; and 
the matter was decided by your advice. 
Nothing has been done without consulting you. 
The Raja considers you as second only to God.' 

1 Possibly cloth coming from Salem. The French Correspondence 
for 1754 is wanting, so the reference to Saunders' letter cannot be 
checked. 

2 See above, p. 118, n. 1. 
3 Sc, of Trichinopoly, 
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The Governor replied that this was mere talk 
which had not been proved by action. ' How 
have we behaved ?' he asked. [The Governor] 
replied, ' I t is five months since my arrival. 
What have you given me except words ? I 
w i l l presently examine the accounts of M. 
Dupleix' time. In spite of repeated demands 
for the monthly expenses of the army, you 
have done nothing ; you promise anything, 
but there is no result.' When M. Godeheu 
spoke thus at great length, Venkatanaranappa 
Ayyan said, ' If you w i l l only say what 
monthly sum must be paid, I w i l l have it 
paid every month from to-day.' M. Godeheu 
asked him if M. Dupleix had not given a state­
ment of what was to be paid every month. 
The vaki l replied, ' I do not know what wri t ing 
he may have given you ; but by the agreement 
between us and him, no definite payment was 
fixed. The soldiers and sepoys sent to us were 
to be counted and paid what was due. Since 
then they have not been counted, nor has a 
balance been struck. That may be considered 
when the accounts are settled.' The Governor 
replied,'I w i l l do nothing i n your affair unless 
you pay on the spot. If you do, I w i l l protect 
you from every wind and act as you desire. 
If you do not, I w i l l recall my troops, and this 
w i l l cause troubles in your country and fort. 
I have said nothing of this in my letter ; you 

16 
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must w r i t e w i t h o u t f a i l . ' He spoke thus in 
much detail , sealed his letter to N a n d i Raja, 
and dismissed h i m . The v a k i l said that he 
w o u l d wr i t e and get a reply, and, having 
asked me to wr i t e a letter as usual and send 
Damm4 Pandit, departed after speaking about 
other affairs. The Governor went to church 
on account of the festival and I went to my 
office. 

Thursday, December 26.1—The Governor 
Sent for me at six o'clock last evening, but I 
sent word by his messenger that I was i l l . 
Thereupon he sont a message by E l l a P i l l a i 
that presents had come f rom Balaj i Rao (Bhaji 
Rao's son) w h i c h must be received this 
morning, and that therefore music, nautch-
poople and [lancers], must be prepared. E l l a 
P i l l a i said that he had given orders to the 
Nayinar, and added that I was to be present 
at six o'clock. 

Before going to the Governor this morning, 
I looked at the French w r i t i n g , among my 
papers, about the ceremonies used the last t ime 
that presents came from Bhaj i Rao's son in 
the t ime of M. Duple ix . On that occasion, 
M. Delarehe, M. Alber t and I went w i t h music, 
dancing-people, the naubat, standard-bearers 
and [cloths] to the Saram tank, where the 

115th Margali, Bhava, 
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presents were k e p t ; they were brought to the 
Governor ; Sama Rao the v a k i l also came ; and 
when the Governor received the presents, a 
salute of 15 guns was fired ; the v a k i l was 
asked to sit down whi le inquiries were made 
regarding the Raja's welfare ; and was sent to 
his lodgings w i t h orders to be supplied w i t h 
provisions ; and when he was sent back, he 
was given cloth, etc. I gave [ the Governor] 
this French w r i t i n g , and explained matters. 
He took i t and said, ' I w i l l do the same 
as before.' So I went w i t h M. I t t a and 
M. Romain, w i t h my palankin, standards, 
lancers, horns, drums, head-peons, chobdars, 
the Nayinar and the standards, etc., of Muzaffar 
Khan's son1 who has been brought up by 
Hasan-ud-din Khan. The presents were in a 
tent pitched near the tulip-tree by the Madras 
gate. They are :—A dress of honour, four 
jewels and a sword for the Governor ; and a 
dress of honour, four jewels and a [? dagger] 
for the Governor's younger brother. These 
were carried in a palankin to the Fort w i t h 
every mark of honour, and there presented 
to the Governor and his younger brother. 
D iMwar Khan, Muzaffar Khan's man, who 
came w i t h the presents, visi ted the Governor. 
A salute of 15 guns was fired. 

1 Muzaffar Khan, i.e., Shaikh 'Abd-ul-rahman, had been granted, 
or had assumed, the Fish Standard. 
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Madanantfa Pandit opened Balaji Rao's 
Persian letter and read it to M. Delarche who 
interpreted it to the Governor as follows : — - ' I 
have heard that M. Dupleix has gone home and 
that you have taken his place. Let our friend­
ship continue as in the t ime of M. Dupleix. 
Moreover let Muzaffar Khan and Hasan-ud-
d i n Khan retain their jaghirs w i t h the Pish 
standard, covered palankin and other honours. 
It is proposed to give the daughter of M u ' i n -
ud-din khan, ki l ledar of Surat, in marriage to 
Haidar ' A l i Khan, Muzaffar Khan's nephew, 
and arrangements are being made for i t . Let 
Muzaffar Khan's wife and children therefore 
be sent.' When this had been interpreted, the 
Governor said that he would do as he was 
desired. 

The Governor also to ld M. Delarche that 
he would continue the jaghir and other marks 
of honour. The latter said to Baqir Miyan , 
who has been brought up by Hasan-ud-din 
Khan, ' The Governor has granted you the 
jaghir and other marks of respect according 
to the letter. Thank h im. ' He d id accord­
ingly . 

Then Madananda Pandit read Muzaffar 
Khan's Persian letter to M. Delarche who 
interpreted it as follows :—; M. Bussy and 
R u m i Khan to ld many falsehoods to Salabat 
Jang and unjust ly carried away 5 [ l akhs ' 
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worth] of property,1 though they themselves 
have made 30 or 40 lakhs in many ways. 
Rumi Khan has made ten or twelve lakhs. 
Let my children be sent for Haidar ' A l i Khan's 
marriage. The rest w i l l be learnt from my 
statement.' M. Delarche added that Muzaffar 
Khan had informed Balaji Rao of the 
Governor's arrival, fired salutes and distri­
buted sugar. 

Muzaffar Khan's French letter to the 
Governor, which was then read, was as 
follows:—' Since I left Mahe, I fought for the 
Company at Madras, then against the English 
who attacked Pondichery, thirdly against 
Anwar-ud-din Khan in support of Hidayat 
Muhi-ud-din Khan and Chanda Sahib ; and 
fourthly I marched against Tanjore. After that 
I followed Hidayat Muhi-ud-din Khan when 
he attacked the poligars of Cuddapah and 
Kandanur, and even marched to Aurangabad. 
Let inquiries be made about M. Bussy's debt 
to me and let the amount be recovered for me.' 
As the letter did not mention the sending of 
Muzaffar Khan's children and the grant of his 
[jaghir], etc., the Governor did not believe 
what M. Delarche had reported, and abruptly 

1 Presumably belonging to Muzaffar Khan. It was, perhaps seized 
when Muzaffar Khan suddenly deserted Salabat Jang's for Balaji 
Rao's service. Rumi Khan was Bussy's diwan, who was killed in 
1756. 
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said that Muzaffar Khan's children w o u l d not 
be sent as his letter said nothing about them. 
Moreover in the presence of Muzaffar Khan's 
son (adopted son of Hasan-ud-din Khan) who 
was s i t t ing opposite, when his message was 
spoken of, the Governor frowned and said 
that his marriage could be celebrated here and 
that there was no need to send h i m to Surat. 
I t h i n k he was angry at his present being 
wor th but 50 rupees, and his brother's but 40 ; 
wh i l e Muzaffar Khan's present to Hasan-ud-din 
Khan's son consisted of bright and precious 
jewels f rom Burhanpur and a sword, and were 
delivered to the Governor before they were 
received and worn, so that he perceived they 
were more costly than his. Their own dresses 
of honour were w o r t h but 100 rupees each, but 
[ the young Muhammadan's] was worth 600. 
I do not t h i n k he w i l l help Muzaffar Khan's 
business in future. 

Moreover Di lawar Khan who escorted the 
presents, t o l d M. Delarche in Hindustani that, 
if he wore sent as the Governor's v a k i l to 
Bala j i Rao, he wou ld do whatever he wished. 
As M. Delarche does not know Hindustani but 
only Persian, he to ld the Governor that our 
v a k i l wished to remain w i t h Balaj i Rao and 
Balaj i Rao's v a k i l to remain here. The Gover­
nor shook his head but said nothing. 
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The Governor then gave me the letters to 
be translated in to French and returned to h i m . 
He also gave me Balaj i Rao's letter to Raza 
Sahib (Chanda Sahib's son) for delivery. 
M. Delarche then said to me, ' Muzaffar Khan's 
people have Balaj i Rao's presents for Raza 
Sahib. Let them be placed, Senhor Ranga 
P i l l a i , in a pa lankin and taken to h i m , w i t h a l l 
marks of honour, and conduct Hasan-ud-din 
Khan's son to h i m . So you shall a t tain great­
ness.' In spite of his compliments, I wanted 
to ask the Governor before doing so unusual a 
th ing, but as M. Delarche had said it was the 
Governor's order, I feared the former wou ld be 
angry. Therefore I said nothing, for fear of 
needlessly incur r ing his anger, and, going 
downstairs, proceeded to the sorting-godown, 
and M. Delarche went to his comptoir. 

Madananda Pandit followed me ; and I 
said, ' Y o u know it is not usual to take out 
the f lag and palankin l ike this. Ask 
M. Delarche p la in ly about i t . ' He replied, 
'I know a l l this has already been settled by 
the Governor, so it is useless to ask further.'— 
' Are we sure of that ?' I asked. ' We should 
be on the safe side if we ascertained.' As we 
were t a lk ing thus, M. Delarche, who had got 
in to his coach to drive away, stopped i t , called 
me and sa id , ' Senhor Ranga P i l l a i , the Gover­
nor has ordered you to take the palankin, flag, 



128 THE DIARY OF [DEC. 26, 

etc. So you must do this.'—4 Shall I ask the 
Governor about it ?' I asked.—' Y o u need not,' 
he replied, ' I have already obtained his orders 
about i t . ' — ' If you say so, it shall be done,' 
I answered ; and pu t t i ng the dress of honour 
w o r t h 60 rupees and the letter for Raza Sahib 
(Chanda Sahib's son) in a palankin, I took 
them to Chanda Sahib's house w i t h a l l marks 
of honour. 

I heard to-day that Nand i Raja had sent 
M. Delarche a shield w i t h its handle set w i t h 
emeralds, a cross-hilted dagger encrusted w i t h 
emeralds and rubies, a pearl necklace, a tobacco-
pipe set w i t h small emeralds and rubies, w i t h 
other costly jewels and a dress of honour, w i t h 
a request to help h i m in his affairs. Mysore 
Venkatanaranappa A y y a n only to ld me about 
the dress of honour, but Madananda Pandit 
said a pendant and a dress of honour. I have 
thus heard three stories, but I t h i n k that the 
first is true. We shall see in two or three 
days. 

Sunday, December 29.1—All the councillors 
but M, Barthelemy, the officers, etc., were 
w i t h the Governor when I went to h i m this 
morning. I gave h i m the French translations 
of Nand i Raja's letter received on the 23rd 
together w i t h I m a m Sahib's niece's letter f rom 

1 18th Margali, Bhara, 
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Valudavi i r , and the Tura iyur poligar's letter 
received at one o'clock yesterday. Having 
read them, he gave them to M. Chevreau his 
under secretary, and pu t the originals into his 
avashi.1 

As it was nine o'clock he went to church to 
hear mass and after returning, ordered rice, 
coconuts, plantains, bread, etc., to be brought, 
and watched for an hour the feeding of the 
single-tusked elephant given by Nand i Eaj4 
and that given by Raza Sahib. He also 
watched them p ick ing up rupees and g iv ing 
them to the driver. Afterwards, as he was 
going upstairs M. Dusaussaye showed h i m 
some letters. When he had gone upstairs, 
M. Delarche reported the death of Hirasat 
Khan of Satghar and to ld h i m that a letter of 
condolence should be wr i t ten . As Hirasat 
Khan married Kaza Sahib's sister, the follow­
ing gentlemen, M. du Bausset, M. Dusaussaye 
and himself were to v is i t and condole w i t h 
Raza Sahib. Hirasat Khan had no sons, but 
four daughters. His son by a slave-girl is but 
young, and he has no brothers, so MurtazA ' A l i 
Khan of Vellore hoped to seize Satghar when 
Hirasat Khan was i l l . A letter was also to 
be wr i t t en to Mr . Saunders, Governor of Madras, 
to order 'Abd-ul-wahab Khan, the subahdar of 

1 Unidentified. 

17 
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Arcot , not to attack Satghar or do any harm.1 

Thus M. Delarche obtained orders for letters 
to be w r i t t e n and had them despatched. I 
learnt a l l this and then went to my office. 

At four o'clock this afternoon the Governor 
sent for me. I went ; and Madananda Pandit 
was also present. Four letters had come f rom 
Nand i Raja, two for h i m and two for me. 
G iv ing me my letters, the Governor t o ld me 
to report the contents of his. One of them 
says :-*' I am h igh ly pleased w i t h your k i n d 
letter desiring me to remain in peace at Sri-
rangam, promising to send many soldiers, 
muni t ions of war, shot, etc., and to see that my 
affairs prosper, but desiring me to pay what I 
owe you so that it may be used for your needs. 
This sincere and lov ing letter has dispelled a l l 
my anxiety, and has rejoiced me more than if 
I had been given the dominion of the wor ld . ' 
The second letter says :—' I w i l l pay every 
month the cost of the large army and supplies 
you promise to send. Moreover I w i l l pay the 
former dues according to the accounts. Let 
troops and munit ions be sent w i thou t delay. 
The Engl ish and Muhammad ' A l i Khan are 
f u l l of deceit. Y o u should destroy them by 
any means you can. The former Governors 

1 The English agreed. Letter from Saunders to Godeheu, January 
9,1756. French Correspondence, 1755, No. 2. 
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were appointed by the Company ; but you 
were the King's minister1 before you were 
appointed Governor here and have come to 
settle affairs and achieve vic tory . Therefore 
success w i l l always attend you, and m y affairs 
also w i l l prosper. I have wr i t t en to our v a k i l 
Venkatanaranappa A y y a n about other matters 
of w h i c h he w i l l i n fo rm you. ' When I report­
ed the contents, he replied, ' He only gives 
promises and many words. These five months 
ever since I came here, 1 have got nothing. ' 
Thus he spoke at length, and I replied. He 
t o ld me to get the letters translated in to French. 

He then said, 'The Second and the other 
Councillors do whatever they please, I do not 
l i k e this, for 1 do not hear what is going on. 
Henceforth nothing should be done w i t h o u t 
my orders.' He spoke emphatically and at 
length. I replied, ' Y o u were [new] but now, 
have learnt the customs here ; so everything 
w i l l now be done under your orders.' I then 
went to my office. 

Later I went to Chanda Sahib's house to 
condole w i t h h i m about Hirasat Khan's death, 
and came home. On my way, I met M. De-
larche, M. du Bausset and M. [Dusaussaye] 
re turning f rom their v i s i t . 

1 Godeheu had been a Director of the Company but never, I think, 
in the Sling's employment. 
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Tuesday, December 31.1—The Europeans are 
saying that, according to the agreement for a 
truce for three months from October to Decem­
ber, M. Clouet is carrying a letter to say that 
there shall be no war for 18 months from 
January, un t i l we receive orders from Europe 
about i t ; he w i l l arrivo in four days wi th an 
agreement to this effect. So there w i l l be no 
war.2 

The Bishop of Mylapore says that Bhaji 
Rao is coming. 

1 20th Margali, Bhava. 
2 Clouet and Tobin carried to Madras the French copy of the 

Treaty signed by Godeheu. See Military Consultations, 1754, p. 289. 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 133 

J A N U A R Y 1755. 

Thursday, January 2}—The Governor sent 
for mo this morning. He said, ' According to 
the w r i t i n g about the office of dubash, I w i l l 
order a l l but the Europeans, namely, Tamils, 
Muhammadans and a l l Indians, to obey you 
as their master ; and report the news to you. 
A t t e n d therefore to the Company's business 
f a i t h f u l l y and behave so as to br ing gain and 
g lory to the Company w h i c h has suffered 
greatly. ' I replied, ' W i t h the Governor's 
favour, I w i l l w o r k for the Company's gain as 
you desire. My actions shall satisfy you. 
Wha t more can I say to your command to act 
f a i t h f u l l y ?' He smiled. 

He then ordered me to come at eleven 
o'clock w i t h the headmen and the Company's 
servants; so I went to my office and sent peons 
for the several people. 

The Governor gave M. Boyelleau an order 
on M. M i r a n for a sarpech, kalgi turra, and 
jewels set w i t h precious stones, two pieces of 
fine broad-cloth and two pieces of c loth of gold 
woven in s i lk, to be given as presents to me. 
He then called the master-gunner and to ld h i m 
to fire a salute of 15 guns. 

1 22nd Margali, Bhava. 
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At eleven o'clock I went to the Fort w i t h 
the headmen and the Company's servants and 
presented them to the Governor w i t h their 
New Year's gifts according to custom. This 
done, he summoned the Company's servants— 
the Arumpa ta i (Vinayaka Pillai) ,1 Rama-
chandra A y y a n of the Beach, the mint-people, 
the tobacco-godown people, the manager of 
Bapu Rao's choultry, the people l i v i n g outside 
the Fort, Rangappa Muda l i , the amaldar of the 
Country, the Company's merchants, the Nay i -
nar and other headmen—and said,' Henceforth 
you need not report news to me, but go to Ranga 
P i l l a i and do as he orders. Whoever does not, 
w i l l be fined or otherwise punished.' Hav ing 
given this order, he gave me the presents men­
tioned above, w i t h rosewater and pan suparl 
Then a salute of 15 guns was fired f rom the 
Fort. The Governor to ld me to v i s i t the 
councillors and show them the presents before 
going home. I thanked h i m , and, according 
to his orders, vis i ted the Second and other 
councillors w i t h music, dancers and actors and 
accompanied by the Company's servants and 
headmen, and pa id my respects. They were 
h i g h l y pleased and congratulated me, g i v i n g 
me rosewater and pan supari before dismissing 
me. M. Delarche alone sent word that he was 

1 See Vol. I V , p. 341, n., supra* 
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busy and would see me to-morrow or the day 
after, so I did not visit him. Then I came 
home w i t h the same marks of honour and a l l 
visited me w i t h presents. I distributed rose-
water and pan supari and dismissed them. 

Sunday, January 5.1—I went to the Fort 
this morning and thence to the room up-stairs 
where were Monsieur Charles Robert Godeheu, 
the Governor and Commander-in-chief, the 
Commissary M. Barthelemy, M. Guillard and 
others of Council, together w i t h M. Clouet. I 
paid my respects. Then they al l held a Coun­
c i l in the Governor's room except M. Clouet, 
who walked up and down outside. After­
wards the Governor and the rest went to the 
Church where the Europeans were drawn up 
w i th drums beating and w i t h a new white 
flag, a red and white flag, and a white and blue 
flag, four2 in all . The Governor and Council 
bore these flags into the Church, where they 
heard mass and the flags were blessed, a l l 
praying that God might bless and prosper 
them by reason of the two years' peace con­
cluded between the English and French, who 
are no longer to strive one wi th the other, but 
to unite if the Marathas and Muhammadans 
should attack from the north. After offering 

1 25th Margali Bhava Sie. 
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devout prayers, for God's protection, they came 
out, and a proclamation wr i t t en on large paper 
was read aloud as follows :—' U n t i l news 
arrives of a settlement between the English and 
French in Europe, no one shall take up arms 
for 18 months. We and the English are to j o i n 
against other enemies.' A l l then wished the 
K i n g of France long l i fe and a salute of 21 
guns was fired. Then the Governor, the 
Bishop of Cochin-China and the Councillors, 
after witnessing the service at the Church, 
went upstairs, and a l l paid their respects to 
the Bishop. When they were about to take 
coffee, I went w i t h the Company's merchants. 
When the Governor came out to us, we paid our 
respects. He exchanged compliments cheer­
f u l l y and said, ' We have made peace for 18 
months, so a l l may l ive in quiet. Merchants, 
inhabitants, travellers and everyone need 
fear nothing. ' I then replied, ' A f t e r your 
a r r iva l a l l disturbances ceased ; and we shall 
have peace for 18 months, w i thou t any troubles, 
so that men may l ive happily. Bu t dur ing 
the late troubles, many lost their wealth, and 
many have perished. As you have thus 
restored happiness to us, you have earned 
everlasting glory both in Ind ia and Europe. 
We thus paid our compliments. 

Perumukkal Miyan Sahib's letter to the 
Governor says :—'I depend on your friendship. 
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The English have seized some of your jaghirs, 
and Muhammad ' A l i Khan others. Some of 
my jaghirs have also been taken.. Only a. l i t t le 
is left. M. Sornay damages my saltpans in 
the middle of the river, by causing nets to be 
spread. Let me bo protected from his troubles.' 
He told me to come at six o'clock w i t h a French 
translation, and added that as he was our 
friend, we should assist h im in his troubles. 
I took leave and went to my office. 

Monday, January 6}—As Venkatanara-
nappa Ayyan, the Mysore vakil , was waiting 
w i t h the two letters from Nandi Raja, 1 went 
upstairs wi th him. Tho Governor, M. Barth6-
lemy, M. Boyelleau, the Governor's younger 
brother, M. Clouet, etc., were sauntering about 
the southern hall. The vak i l paid his respects 
and delivered the two letters. The Governor 
asked him if I had told him yesterday's news 
about the conclusion of peace. 4 Yes, sir,' he 
replied ; and the Governor said to him, i Ever 
since I came here five or six months ago, I have 
been waiting, but you have offered for my 
satisfaction nothing better than vain boasts. 
How long am I to wait ? I must replenish 
my money-chest while I am drawing out of i t . 
We and the English have concluded peace for 
18 months.' 

1 26th Mdrgali, Bhava. 
18 
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Monday, January 13}—I hear to-day that 
Sau B M j i Kao is at Adoni five stages this side 
of the Kistna on his march towards the 
Carnatic, and that letters have come saying 
tljat he w i l l visit Kumbakonam for the Maka-
makham.2 I also hear that Salabat Jang is 
pursuing him to prevent his entering the 
Carnatic; but al l w i l l happen according to 
God's w i l l . 3 

Tuesday, January 14.4—A chobdar came 
this morning and said that the Governor 
wanted me. When I went, he gave me Veli-
gotti Rangaru Yachama Nayakkan's letter of 
congratulations. I informed him that the 
letter congratulated him on his appointment 
as Governor, w i t h the following presents:— 
One muhamudi} ; one sash ; one " Mokashy " 
turban ; one sarpech ; one kattani6; two mus-
lin upper cloths ; [besides] seven jewels. 

He then gave me two letters from the Raja 
of Pegu and his minister, telling me to inter­
pret them. The f i rs t says, ' I am highly 
pleased wi th your letter and presents sent by 
M. Bruno. I am sending by h im what you 

1 4th Tai, Bhava. 
2 A festival recurring once in twelve years at Kumbakonam, where 

special rites in honour of Siva are performed. 
3 See Orme, Vol. I, p. 404. 
4 5th Tai, Bhava. 
5 See p. 3 supra. 
6 A cloth of mixed silk and cotton. 
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wish and an elephant as a present.' I thus 
reported the contents of the Raja's letter ; the 
minister's says that three elephants have been 
sent. The Governor observed, 'M. Bruno's 
letter does not mention the elephants. Why 
is that ? Well, bring a French translation of 
them.' Then I took leave, and after attending 
the Slmantham Kalydnam1 at Uppit tu Sam-
bayyan's house, came home. 

Naro Pandit, Muhammad ' A l i Khan's vakil , 
and a dubash (I do not know his name) write 
from Trichinopoly that after conferring w i t h 
M. Maissin at Srirangam, they went to Nandi 
Raja and discussed the money agreement, but 
that he would not accept i t , and more than 
once objected to the faithless conduct towards 
h im of Muhammad ' A l i Khan and of the 
English. 

Thursday, January 16.2—A Company's peon 
came and told me at seven o'clock this morning 
that the Governor wanted me. As I must go 
whenever the Governor calls me, I took my 
prescribed food3 and went at eight o'clock to 
tl*e Fort, where I visited the Governor. He 
said, 'Our man, Hirasat Khan, has died. I 
have written to Vellore Murtaza ' A l i Khan 

1 The ceremony performed in the fourth, sdxth or eighth month 
of a woman's first pregnancy. 

2 7th Tai, Bhava. 
3 The Tamil word indicates that he was on a diet. 
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to help whoever succeeds Hirasat Khan . Y o u 
must also write suitably about i t . ' I said I 
would. 

I added that I had received complaints 
saying that Mir 'Abd-ul-rahman1 of Elavana-
sar fort was troubling my villages. He told 
me to write a French letter in his name as 
follows :—; The former Governor did not treat 
you properly, but have I done the like ? 
You wrote to me that if I sent a cowle, you 
would visit and obey me. But I hear that 
you are troubling my country. It is not right 
to do so, for I have concluded a peace w i th 
the English for eighteen months. If you be­
have properly, well and good ; if not, I w i l l 
send al l my troops and inflict proper punish­
ment upon you.' He also told me to write 
severely in my own name. 

Mu'tabar Khan, son of Husain Sahib of 
Valikondapuram, has written to the Governor 
saying, ' You wish me to send into Srirangam 
the shot, powder, etc., seized and kept here 
during M. d'Auteuil's battle w i th the English 
at Valikondapuram.2 M. d'Auteuil gave the 
English a list of the goods which have al l 
been removed by them, so that nothing remains 
here.' When I had reported the contents, the 

1 See above p. 41. 2 I n 1752. 
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Governor told me to get the letter translated 
into French. 

I then gave h im the French translations of 
the letter from the Raja of Pegu, his minister, 
and Rangaru Yachama Nayakkan—3 in all— 
which he received, as well as a copy of the 
French letter to Murtaza ' A l i Khan of Vellore, 
which I also gave him. After this I took leave 
and came home. 

A Persian letter has been written to Mir 
'Abd-ul-rahman of Elavanasur and a French 
copy prepared. I have also sent for a French 
translation of Valikondapuram Mu'tabar 
Khan's letter. M. Very1 writes to me, ' When 
I stood surety for Ayyan Sastri and obtained 
some country for him, the country was under 
your control; and I asked you to continue it 
to him. You said that you would do h im this 
favour instead of giving it to others. But I 
now learn that you have given it to a different 
man. Is it right to do so ?' 

I replied to M. Very as follows :—' I ques­
tioned Ayyan Sasfcri as I promised, but he 
would not accept my terms and said that it 
might be given to whomsoever I pleased. He 
wrote and signed an agreement to this effect 

1 Very de St. Romain, for whom see above Vol. V I I I , p. 184, n. 2. 
Later in this year, when he was Commandant of Utramallur, Ranga 
Pillai was to have some trouble with him over a farmer of revenue for 
whom Very stood surety (for a consideration). 
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four days ago. This was not done without 
waiting for four days, speaking wi th him 
about i t , and obtaining his assent.' I had this 
letter despatched to M. Very. 

Sunday, January 19.1—M. Boyelleau and 
the Governor's son talked for a while and 
then went to church. As L was going down­
stairs, I met M. Duliron,2 the killedar of 
A 

Alambarai, who said, 'The Governor was 
asking me about the English having occupied 
the Karunguli country. Do you know any­
thing about it ?' I went wi th him to M. 
Dulaurens' son's3 office, and got the latter to 
write a statement as follows :—4 50 horse, 50 
sepoys and 50 Carnatic peons belonging to the 
English encamped at Kandracheri and seized 
8 villages under Kiliyanagar, 12 villages under 
Murungampakkam, 15 villages under Peruk-
karanai, 15 villages under Koyapakkam—50 
villages in all. They also say that they 
mean to seize Achcharapakkam, Chunampattu, 
Cheyyiir, Kolattur, etc., places. I have 
received news to this effect. If this is done, 
all the forts except Alambarai w i l l fal l into 
their possession.'4 He wrote this statement 

1 10th Tai, Bhava. 
2 Sous-lieutenant of 1751, promoted lieutenant 1752. 
3 Jacques Baleine Dulaurens had died in 1749, leaving two sons in 

the Company's service at Pondichery. 
4 This matter constituted the chief subject of discussion between 

the French and English commissaries who held lengthy and fruitless 
discussions in 1755 and 1756. Military Sundry Books, Nos. 4 and 5. 
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and gave it to the Governor, who told me that 
he would write about it to the Governor of 
Madras. Nattu Virama also said that ho 
would obtain from M. Godeheu two or three 
letters to be sent. He then took leave and 
departed. 

Monday, January 20.1—The Governor sent 
word this afternoon by the captain of the 
guard that he wished to sell the elephants and 
horse given to h im by Nandi Raja, and the 
elephant and horse presented by Raza Sahib, 
as well as the horses given by others. I 
agreed. 

Friday, January [24].2—This morning, the 
Governor sent orders to the European 
Commanders of the killas of Utramallur, 
A 

Alambarai, Gingee, Vriddhachalam, Ti ruvi t i , 
etc., that henceforth they should not interfere 
w i th country leased to me, that they should 
get what they required from my arnaldars, 
and that they should keep their soldiers and 
sepoys in proper order. I then reported that 
the English had occupied the Karunguli 
country and he replied, ' Y o u need not be 
anxious about that. I have written to the 
Governor of Madras ; if they give it up, well 
and good ; if not, I w i l l send soldiers, and 

1 11th Tai, Bhava. 2 15th Tai, Bhava. 
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post them at our l imits to seize their country.' 
I then took leave and came home. 

Saturday, January 25}—This morning the 
Governor's younger brother marched to Gingee 
by way of Valudavur w i th the stores prepared 
yesterday. I sent my Ayyavu, Guruvappa 
Chetti, Nachana Pillai, etc., w i th him. As 
the Governor was busy, I stayed at home. 

He sent for me at half-past eleven, to ask 
about his younger brother's departure. I said 
he had gone. 

As he was then at leisure, I said, ' Since 
the outbreak of war between the English and 
the French in 1745, the English Commodore, 
Mr. Peyton and others, seized our ships and 
blockaded our town. When their ships appear­
ed in our roadstead to boast their strength, M. 
Duploix, the Governor, then called me and 
said, " I n this time of troubles, unless you 
undertake the management, our affairs w i l l 
not prosper." So I undertook the management, 
and although people were in difficulties and 
the Company lacked money, I succeeded in 
paying the establishment, obtaining supplies 
and feeding the people. In order to [dis­
honour] our English enemies and capture 
Madras, the seat of their authority, I adopted 
the four kinds of conduct2 for the capture of 

1 16th Tai, Bhava. 
* A proverbial saying The four methods of treating an enemy 

were;—conciliation $ gifts ; sowing dissension ; and open attack. 
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the place, imprisoned Mr. Morse the Governor 
and the Councillors; drove away Mahfuz 
Khan who came to their assistance w i t h his 
army, concluded peace wi th h im and brought 
him here1. Again when Mr. Rear-Admiral 
Boscawen surrounded and attacked the town 
wi th his 40 ships by land and sea for three 
months, I withstood him. Then Nawab 
Anwar-ud-din Khan caused trouble to the 
French ; therefore to destroy him, I sum­
moned Hidayat Muhi-ud-din Khan and 
Chanda Sahib w i th their great armies and 
despatched large forces from here, who slew 
Anwar-ud-din, seized Arcot and the Carnatic 
country, and brought them under the French 
Company's sway. I also made Raja Pratab 
Singh of Tanjore and other Kajas pay us t r i ­
butes. Again when later N asir Jang marched 
wi th a lakh of horse, 10 lakhs of [ infantry] 
and a numerous artillery, etc., assisted by the 
Nawabs of Cuddapah, Kandanur, Savanfir, 
Bankapuram and the Subahdars of Arcot, 
Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Mysore, etc., their 
agents and the English attacked Pondichery, 
and fought for a year. I procured sibbandis, 
powder, shot, cannon, muskets, etc., w i th 
which our troops attacked the enemy who 

1 The account seems to ignore La Bourdonnais, Paradis, and others 
who did the actual fighting as well as Dupleiz who did (or at least set 
on foot) the intriguing. 

19 



146 THE DIARY OF [ J A N , 2 5 ; 

had surrounded the town, threw them into 
disorder and conquered the country. I directed 
affairs so well for a whole year, without 
sleep or food by day or night, that the mere 
mention of our troops' advance struck terror 
into the enemy's mind. At last Nasir Jang 
was killed, al l he had was plundered, Hida-
yat Muhi-ud-din Khan was appointed to the 
Deccan subahs, and glory earned for the 
French Company and King as bright as crores 
of suns a l l shining together.' I then described 
w i th detail and fulness the time when any 
one, even the sweepers, influenced Hidayat 
Muhi-ud-din Khan, who thereby lost a l l his 
glory for nothing and was covered by the 
black darkness of dishonour. The Governor 
listened attentively to al l this and said that 
he had heard all this discussed before the 
French Company and King whenever there 
was occasion ; he added, ' I have inquired 
about al l this since my arrival as Governor 
five months ago, and, after satisfying myself, 
I gave you al l authority. Although the 
French Company and the King are aware of 
what you have related, yet write out in French 
what you have said and give it to me so that 
when I go to Europe I may show it to the 
King and obtain for you presents and high 
titles, and the King's orders giving your 
appointment to your children so long as the 
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Company shall endure. I w i l l get you all this 
when I return by the beginning of the 18th 
month.' I replied politely and thanked him, 
saying that I should enjoy all authority as I 
had his countenance. I then took leave and 
came home at noon. 

Sunday, January 26}—Three German com­
manders complained roughly to the governor 
to-day that they had not received their pay, 
so the Governor in anger ordered the three 
to be imprisoned. The 400 or 500 Germans 
were allowed to keep their muskets but 
deprived of their cartridges and bayonets, 
while the French soldiers were supplied w i th 
twice the usual number of cartridges. The 
gates were ordered to be closed at seven 
o'clock at night. 

Tyagayyan, my vakil , writes to me that 
M. Dusaussaye, the commander, reached the 
Srirangam camp on the 22nd January and 
visited Nandi Raja on the 23rd from whom he 
received presents of lace, jewels, a pendant, a 
horse, etc., worth 2,000 or 3,000 rupees. 

Tuesday, January 28.2—The drums were 
beaten this evening to proclaim the release of 
a l l English and French prisoners;8 and it 

1 17th Tui, Bhava 
2 19th Tai, Bham. 
3 A man-for-man exchange took place, which still left many 

Frenchmen in English custody. 
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was announced that henceforth any French 
officers and soldiers deserting to Cuddalore or 
Madras would be returned to the French, as 
also that English officers and soldiers desert­
ing hither would be likewise returned. 
Letters were read, and drums beaten to 
announce this. 

Wednesday, January 29.1—The English 
soldiers and officers—upwards of 500 in al l— 
who were imprisoned here, were sent to Fort 
St. David w i t h the three officers2 who came 
hither, on the understanding that, as soon as 
they reached Fort St. David, an equal number 
of French soldiers and officers should be sent 
to Pondichery and the rest to France by way 
of England on a Europe ship. 

Thursday, January 30?—At five o'clock this 
morning I went to the Fort w i th the naubat, 
music, danciag-people, standards, chowries, 
etc., as M. Godeheu, the Commander-in-chief 
was to go to Vill iyanallur to meet his younger 
brother coming from Gingee. He had ordered 
me to be ready to start at seven o'clock. 
The Governor was dressed by half-past-seven 
and there were assembled M. Barthelemy,  
M, Guillard, M. Boyelleau, M, Meyer (the 
Second at Tranquebar), M. Desfresnes, captain 

1 20th Tai, Bhava. 
2 Captains Polier and Beaver were sent to receive the English 

prisoners. French Correspondence, 1755, No. 7. 
2 21st Tai, Bhava. 
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of the soldiers, [the Major], M. Goupil, 
M. Clouet, and other Councillors and officers 
together w i th Hasan-ud-din Khan's Fish 
Standard, etc., borne by an elephant. Cloth to 
be laid before them, the peacock-feather fans 
and white chowries were also ready. At half-
past seven I went to the Governor, and asked 
h im whether, as the sun was hot, he would 
take his coffee here or at Arumpatai Pillai's 
Choultry. He said he would have it at Arum* 
patai Pillai's Choultry. I then desired h im 
not to delay his departure ; so he set out. I 
went w i t h Annaswami, Ayyaswami, etc., to 
Arumpatai Pillai's Choultry, where a salute of 
21 guns was fired when the Governor descend­
ed there ati half-past eight. As he sat down, 
the dancing girls danced before him. I pre­
sented Annaswami and Ayyaswami to the 
Governor, who accepted two limes from each. 
The Governor asked if they were my sons. I 
said they were. He asked how many daugh­
ters I had. I said, twp. He then asked how 
many sons and daughters my younger brother 
had. I said, one son, who had accompanied 
M. le Commandeur, and a daughter. He in 
quired if Annaswami were l ike his mother. I 
said, yes He then remarked that Ayyaswarai 
was l ike me. The Governor turned to M. Bar-
thdlemy, M. Desfresnes and M. Boyelleau and 
said, 'Generally, the first son resembles the 
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mother and the second, the father. That is the 
case w i th me and my brother.' He then point­
ed to Ayyaswami and said he looked sharp 
and mischievous, according to the saying that 
the elder is meek and the younger sharp-witted. 
' That is the case wi th us,' he said; and, turning 
to Annaswami, continued,' His large eyes and 
bright face show that he w i l l be as happy and 
lucky as a Raja.' M. Boyelleau, M. Desfresnes 
and other European gentlemen said the like 
and blessed him. The Governor said that he 
sincerely regarded my family as the Com­
pany's, and repeated it so as to show all the 
Europeans his great favour towards me. 

After looking at the kalgiturra, blue pend­
ant and other jewels worn by Annaswami, the 
Governor said that they were valuable and 
asked if they had been got during Nasir Jang's 
downfall. I replied, ' They were not acquired 
at that time, but were made for my father, and 
not out of my own acquisitions.' The Gover­
nor continued,' Your father had these jewels 
made, but you must have yet costlier and finer 
jewels than he, and your sons than you.1 I 
thanked him suitably. 

At half-past eight or nine he ordered his 
coffee to be brought, but was told that it was 
mot yet ready as he had been expected to take 
his mid-day meal. He then asked for acouple 
of plantains and some wine On learning that 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 151 

that also w o u l d have to be sent for, he told 
me to send a man qu ick ly to Pondichery to get 
bread and wine. I said I wou ld do so, and sent 
a man at once. 

After witnessing the amusements for a l i t t l e , 
he set out w i t h the others for V i l l i y a n a l l u r to 
meet his younger brother, I also fol lowed 
w i t h Annaswami and Ayyaswami. The wr i te r 
Rangappa Muda l i and others received h i m w i t h 
music, dancing-girls, etc., and led h i m to a 
pandai where amusements were shown. He 
then auain asked for his coffee, but as none 
was ready, I t o ld Rangappa M u d a l i to fetch 
boiled cow's m i l k an d sugar. When he brought 
this, each drank two cups. By now the bread 
and wine arr ived from Pondichery, and at 
eleven he took his early meal ; as his younger 
brother had s t i l l not arrived, he went to i n ­
spect the new for t bu i l t on the south side, 
w h i c h he had not seen before- He remarked, 
' The work has been carefully done ; but the 
rooms are too small. M. Duple ix was want ing 
in fore-thought to order such a bu i ld ing . I t 
wou ld have been healthier if the rooms had 
been larger. Bu t if 16 cannon and 100 men 
were stationed here, 4,000 or 5,000 horse could 
be beaten and put to flight.' 

Afterwards, the Company's merchants i n ­
v i t e d the Governor to v i s i t their ware-houses. 
They showedhim the chintz and coarse cloth, 
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etc., made there. The Governor then asked 
them what tolls were paid on them. I replied 
in the presence of the Villiyanallur amil, 
Rangappa Mudali,' They collect great sums as 
customs ; but duty should not be collected 
for Valudavar which is within tho limits of 
Pondichery. Nothing was done about it in 
M. Lenoir's time. M. Dupleix used to say that 
M. Dumas would not remit the to l l when 
Safdar ' A l i Khan, Chandu Sahib and other 
Nawabs came here during the Maratha 
troubles; but he forgot about it afterwards. 
If the to l l is removed, the people w i l l be 
happy and trade w i l l flourish in the town.' 
He replied that he would see about it when 
I produced an account of the duties. I said I 
would attend to i t . But writer Rangappa 
Mudali's face fell and he went aside. The 
Governor being anxious about his younger 
brother not having arrived, returned to the 
pandai after inspecting various things. 

I told M. Barthaemy, M. Boyelleau and M. 
Desf resnes that I would wait t i l l the command-
eur arrived at the pandai which had been 
erected for him, and that they could go to 
Arumpatai Pillai's Choultry. The Governor 
asked what I had said. When they repeated my 
words, he said, 'True, Rangappan prepared a l l 
this for the commandeur, so it is but fair that 
he should wait and receive him.' Just then 
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news came of the commandaur's approach, so 
wr i te r Rangappa M u d a l i was at once ordered 
to go w i t h music, dancers, etc., to receive h im . 
The cornmandeur was accordingly brought to 
the pandai, by Appavu , etc., w i t h a l l marks of 
honour. The Governor and the Councillors 
embraced h i m w i t h great joy and asked about 
his v i s i t to Gingoe, V i l l u p u r a m , T i r u v i t i , etc., 
places. Wri te r Rangappa M u d a l i brought 
cloth of gold, a r o l l of si lk, etc., w o r t h 1,000 
rupees as a nazar. The Governor's younger 
brother mentioned my Appavu to the Gover­
nor as fol lows:— ; He is very able, and guarded 
me day and night , his behaviour pleased me 
much. There is no l i m i t to my affection for 
h im. ' He also said to me, ' Your younger 
brother's son is so clever and capable that I 
am h igh ly pleased w i t h h im. ' I replied, 4 He 
is your servant who awaits your favour.' The 
Governor, his younger brother and others 
observed that he wou ld be very fortunate. As 
i t was noon a l l retired to Arumpa ta i P i l l a f s 
Choultry to eat. I went to V i l l i y a n a l l u r w i t h 
Annaswami, Ayyaswami, A p p a v u and others 
to take food and returned to Arumpata i Pil lai 's 
Choultry at half-past four. The Governor 
was watching the amusements w i t h his brother 
and the Councillors. I paid my respects. The 
Governor again remarked that I was one of 
the Company's fami ly . 

20 
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Yinayaka Pil lai gave cloth of gold, etc., as a 
present. The Governor after watching the fire 
works for some time, set out at half-past eight 
w i t h a l l marks of honour, and, having reached 
the Fort at nine, retired upstairs. When I took 
leave ho said that I was much fatigued and 
that I had better rest and talk of business next 
morning. I took leave and came away w i t h 
al l marks of honour. 

Friday, [January 31]}—This morning the 
Governor sent for me ; I went accordingly. 
He said, 'I complained to Mr. Pigot, the 
Governor of Madras, about the unjust acts of 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan's people ; so Mr. Pigot 
wrote to ' Abd-ul-wahab Khan, the killedar and 
agent at Arcot, not to plunder our country, as 
a truce had been made between the English 
and French for 3 months from October 11, 
1754, and continued for 18 months, for which 
time both parties should retain the countries 
they possessed and abide by the peace settled 
in Europe. Here is the letter. Write a takid 
to him8 in my name as follows :—" Having 
the welfare of the people at heart, we made 
peace from January 27, prescribing the limits 
of both the parties. But your people are 
transgressing their bounds and creating dis­
turbances. Know by this that you must warn 

1 22nd Tai, Bhava. i.e. 'Abd-ul-wahab Khan. 
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your people, reading to them this tak id and 
ordering them to observe their bounds ; if 
they transgress them, I and the English w i l l 
become your enemies and your affairs w i l l be 
in danger. Enclosed is the letter from Mr. 
Pigot, the Governor of Madras, from which 
you w i l l know everything." Bring this written 
in French to be copied into the book.' I 
accordingly took Mr. Pigot's letter. 

He then said, ' Your younger brother's son 
who went to Gingee w i t h my younger brother 
is very clever, intelligent and capable. My 
brother has told me how carefully he managed 
everything, and I am much pleased. I do not 
think that even you could have managed as 
well as he.' 

In return for the English soldiers who were 
released and despatched to Fort St. David, 167 
stout picked Frenchmen, w i t h some mestice 
and Topass servants, arrived here to-day. 
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FEBRUARY 1755. 

Tuesday, February 4.1—The news-letter 
from the north is as follows :—' Salabat Jang is 
near Adoni or thereabouts. Coja Namat-ul-
lah Khan, who was amil of Adoni, has been 
replaced by a Moghul (whose name I do not 
know). Savai Nana is preparing to leave Poona 
wi th his troops and march into the Oarnatic. 
The Mysore vaki l is w i th him. Salabat Jang 
and the Nana, who were t i l l recently at 
variance have united and are proceeding to 
Mysore ; thence they w i l l march hither. As 
Alamgir Padshah is powerful at Delhi, Ghazi-
ud-din Khan does as he pleases ; Mulhari 
Holkar's [army has been sent to put down] 
the poligars who were plundering these parts. 
A parwana wi th a dress of honour, 11 jewels, 
kalgi, sarpech, etc., have been sent to Auranga-
bad as presents for Salabat Jang. Mulhari 
Holkar has been seized and beheaded for 
suffering his troops to plunder Delhi. This 
should be known to you.' 

1 26th Tai, Bhava. 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 157 

Gulbarga is 50 kadam distant f rom Pondi-
chery d iv ided as follows :— 

Pondichery to Arcot 
Arcot to A d o n i 
A d o n i to Raehur 
Rachur to the [Kis tna] ... 
[The Ki s tna ] to Gulbarga 

Total 

Kadam. 
10 
25 
5 
1 
9 

50 

Golconda to Gulbarga 15 
Gulbarga to Aurangabad ... 25 

Golconda to Aurangabad ... 40 
A d o n i to Udanabad (Chandra-

sen's country) 10 
Aurangabad to Burhanpur ... 8 
Burhanpur to the Narbada ... 8 

Wednesday, February 5}—I reported to the 
Governor this morning tha t a letter had 
reached Vellore w i t h news tha t Salabat Jang 
was near the Pennar, somewhere between 
Adoni , Gulbarga and Narayanapettai ; and 
tha t he w o u l d march to the Carnatic by way 
of Mysore. The Governor asked w h y M. Bussy 
had not yet wr i t t en . I said tha t a letter must 
be coming. ' We must see what he writes, ' he 
said. 

1 27th Tai, Bhava. 
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Then I gave him a French translation of 
what I wrote in yesterday's diary about Alam-
glr Padshah's sitting on the throne at Delhi, 
Ghazi-ud-din Khan's enjoying all powers and 
the execution of Mulhari Kao Holkar for his 
atrocities and plunder at Delhi.1 The Governor 
read it and observed that he had not heard 
this Delhi news. I said that it should be true 
and that M. Bussy would write about i t . 

The Europe ship the Machault has arrived, 
after touching at Mahe, wi th 33 chests of 
silver weighing 12,018 marcs and worth 
2,50,000 rupees, on board. 

The Governor said, ' I shall sail for Europe 
a week today ; M. Leyrit, my successor, w i l l 
arrive by the end of the month; and the 
Second can do nothing unt i l his arrival. * He 
w i l l continue to be in charge of his office as 
usual but nothing more. I w i l l write a paper 
ordering all affairs to be conducted through 
you ; it shall be signed by the Councillors, and 
myself ; it shall be sealed and given to you in 
two or three days. Give it to M. Leyrit on his 
a r r iva l ; and he w i l l do as I have written.' I 
replied, ' Why be troubled about my affairs ? 
Have I not your favour ? A l l w i l l happen as 
God wills. The towns-people are fearful; and 
I know not what w i l l happen.' He smiled and 

1 Alamgir II was placed on the throne by Ghazi-ud-din and 
Mulhari Rio in June, 1754. 
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continued, 'There is no room for anxiety. 
The Second w i l l have no power, .you may 
depend upon that. Give my paper to M. 
Leyrit, who w i l l do everything through you.' 
He then asked when houses had been demo­
lished in the town, and why it had gone to 
ruin. I replied, ' At first, affairs went poorly ; 
but then in the time of M. Lenoir, trade 
flourished. The Kaikdlars, Sedars, Seniyars,1 

painters, etc., flocked hither and actively 
carried on their business. So thatched houses 
were replaced by houses of brick, and poor 
men became Maharajas. There were people 
here worth ten, twenty, forty thousand or a 
lakh, al l earned by their trade. Men saw 
jewels and money who had never seen them 
before. Thus al l lived plenteously and their 
children ripened in prosperity.2 As trade 
flourished, the jungles were turned into houses, 
and al l things smiled w i th wealth. But in M. 
Dumas' time, trade fell by a half ; and then 
in M. Dupleix' time, the Marathas, Muham­
madan and the English caused troubles and 
destroyed the country, wi th plunder, violence 
and rape, on al l sides. People lost their 
houses, goods and wealth. Men say, " Like a 
gardener, M. Lenoir reclaimed land, ploughed 
and manured i t , and prepared it for cultivation. 

1 Weaving-castes. 2 The Tamil ia obscure. 
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He planted it w i t h trees, which blossomed, 
and bore fruit, and for a while he enjoyed 
their fruit . M. Dumas devoured its produce. 
In M. Dupleix' time, a tempest laid the garden 
waste." So too, you, my lord, planted and I 
was hoping to enjoy the fruit at the proper 
time ; but now you are going, and al l fear a 
tempest to uproot every tree.' M. Godeheu 
replied, ' M. Leyrit who is coming is a good 
gardener, skilled in cultivation. He is a gentle­
man, and al l w i l l be [happy].' I paid him 
high compliments, and then came home. 

Sunday, February 9.1—At seven o'clock this 
morning, I visited the Governor. Venkata-
naranappa Ayyan, the Mysore vaki l , gave a 
French wri t ing to the Governor, saying, 4I 
wish to see Nandi Raja who has written for 
me. As you are going to Europe, I am also to 
mention the commissary whom you proposed 
to send to Tinnevelly and those parts, and as­
certain your mind.' The Governor having 
read the paper, said, ' What if I am going to 
Europe ? M. Leyrit is a greater man than I. 
I f you speak to h im about affairs, he w i l l do 
as you desire. You had better go after seeing 
h im and receiving his orders.' He then gave 
me Nandi Raja's letters to him and to me, 
received the day before yesterday, and told me 

1 1st Masi, Bhava. 
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to bring French translations. He then told 
Venkatanaranappa Ayyan that he would reply 
to Nandi Kaja when I brought the French 
translation, and that he could then send it 
along w i t h a letter of his own. Then he 
dismissed him. 

He then said, '1 told you to write a letter 
to the Arab Kaja at Mocha for the Mocha ship 
now ready to sail. Has the letter been wri t­
ten ?' 1 said it had, and related its contents 
as follows :—' You wrote that you would send 
coffee or other goods for the money due from 
several persons at Betelfaqi for whom you 
would be answerable. But nothing has yet 
been received. A ship is now sent w i th Mt 
Lenguerne[?] Be pleased to assist the vessel 
to procure goods for the sums s t i l l due.' I 
wrote this and added such complimonts as 
were usually paid by M. Dupleix. The letter 
was sealed and given to M. Lenguerne. 

Messengers arrived wi th two letters from the 
Nana in the north and a letter from Muzaff ar 
Khan in French. He told me to get them 
translated into French ; but I returned him 
Muzaffar Khan's as it was in French already. 
Having opened and read Nandi Raja's and the 
Nana's letters, I gave them to Madananda 
Pandit for M. Le Beaume to be translated. 

The Governor then said, ' I am sailing for 
Europe on Thursday. Four days ago, I wrote 

21 
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and sealed a letter telling M. Leyrit to pay ten 
times the attention to your advice that I have 
paid. He w i l l act accordingly. I w i l l give 
you the letter. Unt i l he arrives, you should 
attend to the Company's and country affairs, 
and render an account to him. You are not 
accountable to any t i l l then. I have given the 
necessary orders.'—' A l l shall be according to 
your greatness,' I replied, and paid him my 
compliments. 

The Governor then said,' You know that I 
have abolished the Valudavur tol l . Are not 
tolls collected in the country round Madras ?' 
I replied,' The country round Madras belongs 
to Muhammad ' A l i Khan, so to l l must be 
collected. When formerly the country round 
Pondichery belonged to the Muhammadans, 
tolls were collected both here and outside. As 
Valudavur and Vil l iyanali i i r are now the 
Company's jaghir, people would suffer if tolls 
were collected both here and outside, and 
trade would decay. So they have been abolish­
ed. It is also not right to collect both land and 
sea-customs. Former Governors wished to get 
r id of the tolls in order to promote the town's 
prosperity, but they were not destined to earn 
that glory, which was reserved for your merits.' 
I thus spoke w i th compliments. He said, 
' Well, the councillors have met in the council-
room and I must go.' He then went to the 
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council-room. I took leave and came home. 
I did not go out this afternoon, so heard no 
news. 

Monday, February 20;1—This morning M. 
du Rocher, the European, sent to me the 
Governor's order to visit him. I went to him 
accordingly, and in the course of our conversa­
tion, he said,' Two French and English com­
missaries are to confer about the Karunguli 
country2, so I have orders to ascertain who 
occupied it before the peace. I have asked the 
amaldar to give me a statement of how affairs 
stood when negotiations for peace began and 
what has happened since. If you w i l l bring 
the statement to your old office, I w i l l come 
to-morrow, and discuss matters.' Thereon I 
sent for writer Rangappa Mudali and told him 
to give me a copy of the statement dated Octo­
ber 11, given to M. Delarche about what the 
English had done. I was also told to send for 
Ayyan Sastri, former amaldar of the Wandi-
wash country, and Rangaji Pandit3, amaldar 
of the Karunguli country, and ascertain what 
happened at that time ; as also for Muttu 
M a M Reddi of Karungulipalaiyam, who was 
on the English side, to obtain a statement 
from him. 

1 2nd Masi, Bhava. 
2 They were du Rocher himself and Tobin, for the French; Mas-

kelyne and Paccard for the English. 
3 Probably a slip for Venkaji mentioned below. 
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Tuesday, February 11.1—This morning I 
sent for writer Rangappa Mudali, Venkaji 
Pandit and Ayyan Sastri, the former amaldars 
of the Karunguli and Wandiwash countries 
and Muttu Malla Eeddi of the Tindivanam 
country, and told them to remain there in my 
office in the nut-godown, t i l l I returned wi th 
M. du Rocher. Afterwards I went to M. du 
Rocher's and told h im that I had summoned 
writer Rangappa Mudali, etc., to my office as he 
had desired yesterday, and that, if he would 
come, we could discuss matters. He replied, 
'I w i l l come i n about an hour. You can keep 
them t i l l I come.' I took leave therefore and 
went to the Port to visit the Governor, giving 
h im a bar of pale-coloured gold, and saying, 
'I succeeded Kanakaraya Mudali as the Com­
pany's chief dubash on his death, on February 
12, 1746. I sent spies about the capture of 
Madras and I know how that territory was 
obtained. I sent my younger brother, Tiru-
vangadam wi th M. de La Bourdonnais when 
he went against Madras, and was in charge of 
business after our capture of the place, during 
Mahfuz Khan's attack, his sickness and flight 
to Conjeeveram, his subsequent march w i t h 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan and encampment on 
the banks of the Pennar near Fort St. David ; 

1 3rd Masi, Bhava. 
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his attack on Pondichery, and the conclusion 
of peace. When in the year 1748, the English 
Admiral, Mr. Boscawen, the Unlucky, raised 
batteries and attacked Pondichery for two 
months by land and by sea w i th 40 ships and 
sloops, al l the Tamils and Christians left the 
town wi th their women and children ; but I 
remained wi th my family, reporting the 
country news, amidst bombardments of shot 
and shell. Chanda Sahib and Hidayat Muhi-
ud-din Khan then came, and in the battle of 
Ambur M. d'Auteuil and his army cut off 
Anwar-ud-din Khan, the Nawab of Arcot. 
Then when Nasir Jang had come, and 
taken Hidayat Muhi-ud-din Khan prisoner, 
Chanda Sahib fled to Pondichery, but our 
army attacked Nasir Jang (who had re­
tired to Arcot) at Desur and defeated him. 
Hidayat Muhi-ud-din Khan then came here, 
obtained the Deccan subahs and moved again 
to Arcot. In al l these matters, I laboured 
hard, while M. Delarche, only for interpreting 
to Hidayat Muhi-ud-din Khan for 15 days, 
got 5 lakhs of rupees. He then got himself 
appointed caisuer in the Council. Long be­
fore this, M. Lenoir had advised w i t h me and 
sent me as captain to Porto Novo and managed 
a l l trade by me. My bales of blue-cloth were 
stamped R and sent to Europe, and accounts 
written of my services; a letter of thanks was 
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sent in return.' I had written out a l l these 
details in a cahier in French and gave it to 
the Governor, reporting al l that had taken 
place wi th in my memory. He replied, 'I 
always keep my word and w i l l show this docu­
ment to the Company, and the ministers, and 
get you a medal and presents, wi th treasure 
adequate to your services. I w i l l bring these 
when I return in 18 months, or, if I do not 
come, I w i l l send them to you, and I w i l l write 
to the Governor to treat you well, and write 
to you every year also. I have already written 
a note to M. Leyrit, which I w i l l give you the 
day after to-morrow. I sail on Saturday and 
I shall talk w i t h you at leisure. You may go.' 
Just then M. Clouet came, and the Governor 
talked w i t h him, so I departed to the sorting-
godown. I told Appavu to be present at the 
sale of horses by outcry, and was about to go 
according to my appointment w i t h M. du 
Rocher, when M. [ ]'s1 son came 
to me and said, ' M. Cornet has got an order 
signed by the Governor for 300 pagodas, for a 
gold chain, pendant, sarpech and turra to be 
presented to you. I wrote out the order.' I 
thanked him, and went to my office where M. 
du Bocher was waiting. What happened 
there [ ]. 

1 The transcript has Semirsupayan 
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Tuesday, February 18.1—Kaman, M. Barth6-
lemy's servant [says], that as M. BarthaLemy 
is in charge of the government,2 he is promis­
i n g every one this and that, and encouraging 
one to accuse another, hoping to get sums from 
100 to 3,000 or 10,000 rupees. M. Godeheu 
knew that his3 master, M. Bar theemy, was 
t ak ing bribes ; so, before departing, he ordered 
h i m to do noth ing w i t h o u t the consent of 
the Council, for fear tha t he should shake a l l 
the f ru i t , ripe and unripe, f rom the tree. Men 
say they know not wha t punishment God w i l l 
give h i m for his conduct. 

This morning I reported the fo l lowing 
news :—' In the Ulaganallur, Kachirayan-
palaiyam, Mangalur, etc., tannahs—7 or 8 
places in all—a Moghul , who was head of the 
Ulaganallur tannah, on not receiving his pay, 
made friends w i t h the captains of the sepoys, 
and sent word to M i r 'Abd-ul-rahman of the 
Eravasanallur fort, swearing to j o i n h i m and 
his people ; after w h i c h he seized the people of 
the K a l k u r i c h i country, y ie ld ing a revenue of 
two lakhs, forcing them to cut their paddy, 
etc., and collecting money. He does not suffer 
my amaldar to appear in those parts, and is 

1 10th Masi, Bhava. 
2 Godeheu had sailed on February 16, leaving affairs in charge of 

a Committee of three, Barthaemy, Boyelleau, and Guillard. 
3 i.e.., the dubash's. 
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causing endless troubles. The poligar of 
Vdttavalam is doing the same.' When I had 
reported al l this, he told me to bring a written 
statement. Mir 'Abd-ul-rahman has long 
been exercising authority, has seized the 
whole of Tirunamanallur and is making dis­
turbances in Ti ruvi t i , etc., places. He has 
taken cowles from the cultivators in Kal-
kurichi, Villupuram, etc., countries in those 
parts, and collected even 40,000 or 50,000 rupees 
from the people. When I promised to write 
a l l this, he said,' Do so ; I w i l l send powder, 
shot and soldiers, etc. Also write out the dis­
tances of Gingee, Vriddhachalam and Ti ruvi t i 
from those parts.' I said I would do so. He 
then went to the sorting-godown and thence 
to his house. I stayed t i l l 49 bales of cloth 
had been made up ; then when M. Guillard 
and other gentlemen had gone away, I came 
home at noon. 

Friday, February 21.1—Before going to the 
Fort this morning, I went to M. Barthelemy's 
and said,' The jemedars [ ] etc., and 
heads of the guards at Kachirayanpalaiyam, 
Mangalur, Ulaganallur, etc., belonging to the 
Kalkurichi taluk, complain that M. Godeheu 
paid them only a part of their six months' 
arrears. Pera Sama Rao who took a lease from 

113th Masi, Bhava. 
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me in January has not been allowed to enter 
K a l k u r i c h i ; the ryots were seized and beaten ; 
the crops were ordered to be cut, and the 
revenue seized ; having done a l l this, they 
joined M i r 'Abd-ul-rahman, who has been 
causing disturbances from Eravasanallur fort. 
Mir Sahib also went there and made terms, 
when salutes were fired and sugar distributed. 
They intend to plunder the T i r u v i t i , V i l l u -
puram, etc., countries.' These are the contents 
of the cadjan letter wh ich I have translated 
into French. 

Yenkata Rao, amaldar of Yriddhachalam, 
has wr i t t en that the major serving under the 
Commander, is compelling the bazaar-people 
to give h i m four or six rupees for each shop, 
and beating, k i c k i n g and otherwise t roubl ing 
people. Having translated this letter also, I 
gave h i m these two letters, along w i t h the 
French complaint about the disturbances 
caused by M i r 'Abd-ul-rahman of Eravasa­
nal lur and the loss of 40,000 rupees sustained in 
our country by t roubl ing the people. I also 
delivered M. du Rocher's letter from Maduran-
takam addressed to the Council and sent by 
Venkaj i Pandit, who was amaldar of the 
Karungu l i country in wr i te r Ranga Pillai 's 
t ime, and who has come here. 

Muzaffar Khan's son then came w i t h 
M. Godeheu's passport for Muzaffar Khan's 

22 
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wife. He read the passport and, signing i t , 
said tha t i t only mentioned Muzaffar Khan's 
wife . I observed that she must be al lowed to 
take her people and goods, and repeated this 
to Baqir M i y a n (Muzaffar Khan's son) and 
Di lawar Khan. 

Shaikh Ibrahim's son then came, saying, 
'On receipt of M. Bussy's letter about sending 
me and my mother, M. Godeheu sent for me 
and gave us leave and a gate pass. It has 
taken us long to make a l l our preparations. 
Permit us to leave this evening.' So saying 
he showed M. Godeheu's pass for the Madras 
gate. He read and signed it underneath and 
t o ld them to go by Ellore, Rajahmundry and 
Chicacole. Muzaffar Khan's son and Shaikh 
Ibrahim's people then departed. 

M. Gui l lard , who is acting as the Second, 
M. Bourquenoud, M. Boyelleau, M. Delarche, 
M. du Bausset and others came to ho ld a 
Council. Learning that they had come to ho ld 
a Council upstairs, M. Barthelemy said to me 
tha t he wou ld place before the Council the 
papers I had given h i m , and went up. I went 
to my office in the flower garden and wai ted 
there. Nallappa Nayinar, the newly ap­
pointed head-peon, came and said, ' O n l y 
Muzaffar Khan's wife's name was mentioned 
in the pass, so I reported that her eldest son 
should stay here, bu t asked whether the two 
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children in arms migh t be taken away. He 
permitted me to do so ; so in his presence, I 
wrote a pass and gave i t . ' I replied that he 
must do as the Governor had said. He took 
leave and departed. 

A chobdar and M. Barthelemy's second 
d u M s h said that a l l the Councillors but 
M. Barthelemy, M. Gui l l a rd and M. Boyelleau 
had gone away and that therefore I was 
wanted. When I went upstairs, I found M. 
Barthelemy, M. Gui l l a rd and M. Boyelleau. 
I was offered a chair. They said, 4 M . du 
Bocher's letter f rom Madurantakam says :— 
" Venkaj i Pandit w i t h Elaichiyappa M u d a l i 
managed the Karungu l i country in wr i te r 
Ranga Pillai 's t ime. I am sending h i m back 
lest he should do something unexpected, or 
j o i n the English amaldar and t e l l lies against 
us." Where is Venkaj i Pandit ?' I replied, ' M. 
du Bocher has wr i t t en the same news to me-
He is very clever and capable, and I find h i m 
using much prudence in a l l things. The state 
of affairs there proves the zeal and ac t iv i ty he 
has shown in transacting our people's business. 
Rumour or something, I know not what, made 
M. du Bocher suspect, Venkaj i Pandit and send 
h i m to M. D u l i r o n at Alambarai , who has sent 
h i m on here w i t h four sepoys. M. du Bocher 
has managed the affair so cleverly that neither 
Venka j i Pandit nor the people there knew t i l l 
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th is evening tha t he was to be brought to 
Pondichery. No one else can see through the 
t r ickery of the Engl ish or manage the Com­
pany's affairs.' Bu t M. Barthelemy could not 
bear my praise of M. du Rocher, and said, 
'What does he know? Venkaji Pandit can 
only be imprisoned if some definite charge is 
brought against h i m , and evidence given to 
support i t . ' — ' True,' I replied, ' this Venkaj i 
Pandit formerly served the English and then 
came here. Now ho is on neither side. Now 
that conferences are going on, M. du Rocher 
feared that Venkaj i Pandit migh t go back to 
them, and assert falsehoods. So he has been 
prudent enough to send the Pandit unsuspect­
ing ly to Alambarai and thence here, knowing 
that nothing w i l l be done to h im , and that we 
can send h i m home when affairs have been 
settled.' M. Boyelleau and M. Gui l la rd said 
that I spoke t r u ly . M. Barthelemy agreed. 

He then asked about M i r Sahib. I replied 
tha t along w i t h Mahadeva Ayyan's guard, he 
was t roubl ing people greatly. He replied, 
4 That is because they have received no pay. 
That business must be stopped. A letter must 
be wr i t t en to Madras about M i r Sahib saying 
that, though he is our man, he has been caus­
i n g disturbances in our country against us, 
tha t therefore troops must be sent against 
h i m , when their reply has been received.' I 
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rep l i ed , ' The Engl ish are not to be trusted. If 
we t r y to secure peace by fair means, they 
th row some obstacle in the way, so, they must 
be treated as they treat us.' M. Barthelemy 
said that M. du Kocher was acting hast i ly. I 
replied, i He is not that sort of man. When 
he went there w i t h M u n d u Venkata Keddi, 
the amaldar of Karungul i , the sentries at the 
gate stopped the latter and almost tore his 
p'own f rom his shoulders. When M. du 
Kocher left them and came out, M u n d u Ven-
katarama Reddi showed h i m his torn gown, 
and related what had happened ; and M. du 
Rocher sent an angry message to the run- t 

away1 captain sent by the English, that his 
man should not have been treated w i t h such 
disrespect and that he would not brook the 
repet i t ion of such conduct. Is he to blame ?' 

He then asked me how much had been paid 
in of the collections up to now, and when the 
balance w o u l d be paid i n . I replied, 4 There 
are accounts of what has already been paid. 
More than 1,50,000 rupees w i l l be paid by 
March 30, and as much more by Apr /1 30 ; 
and the balance w i l l be paid month ly by Sep­
tember 30.' He said that in two months f rom 
1½ to 2 lakhs must be paid. I replied that I 

1 Reading Odhiakapit hi for Odakapitan. I believe the reference 
is to Paccard, who was alleged by the French to have twice deserted 
from Pondichery. French Correspondence, 1755, No. 17 
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would certainly pay over whatever was collect­
ed without failure. He asked if the whole 
amount would be paid in by September. I 
said it should and added, ' Mir Sahib w i t h the 
tannah people is disturbing the Kalkurichi 
taluk, yielding a revenue of two lakhs. The 
Pandari of Vettavalam is doing the tome, 
You know this, and also the disturbances in 
Karunguli and the departure of M. du Rocher 
thither. There are also disturbances in cer­
tain villages yielding a revenue of a lakh of 
rupees in Wandiwash taluk.' M. Barthelemy 
said, ' That w i l l be a l l right. M. du Rocher has 
gone thither ; and we w i l l write about Mir 
Sahib's conduct, have him punished, and pre­
vent such disturbances.' I replied, 'I must 
report to you what goes on, otherwise you 
w i l l blame me. Moreover it concerns the 
revenue and that is why I report it to you.'1— 
' Don't worry,' he replied, ' I w i l l see that 
there are no disturbances.' 

Then M. Barthelemy said in the presence 
of the councillors, M. Guillard and M. Boyel-
leau, '.I see al l sorts of people are entering 
the Fort in palankins. Henceforth the Com­
pany's courtier among the Tamils, and Ohanda 
Sahib's son, Taqi Sahib's son and ' A l i Naqi 
among the Muhammadans, alone are to be 

1 The diarist had rented the revenues of the country round Pondi-
chery. 
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admitted in palankins. ' He then gave orders 
accordingly to the major. I requested permis­
sion also for my son, [and] Appavu . M. Gui l -
la rd and M. Boyelleau were against my request; 
bu t M. Barthelemy said, ' Don ' t argue w i t h 
them now. Wa i t and I w i l l get the permis­
sion for you. ' We then ta lked at length 
about affairs in M. Duple ix ' and M. Godeheu's 
t ime. There were present in a l l five persons— 
M. Barthelemy, M. Boyelleau, M. Gui l la rd , 
M. Chevreau M. Godeheu's secretary, and I . 
Af ter some conversation, I took leave and 
came home. 

Saturday, February 22.1—When I went to 
M. Barthelemy's this morning, he took me 
aside and asked me who M i r 'Abd-ul-rahman 
or M i r Sahib was. I replied that M i r ' A b d u l ­
rahman's real name was Qamar Sahib. There­
upon he asked what should be done in his 
affair. I replied, ' The tannah people, having 
received no pay for six months, have joined 
M i r Sahib and are plunder ing the country. 
If 300 soldiers, 700 peons and 50 troopers are 
sent w i t h sufficient powder, shot, cannon, etc., 
w i t h the help of the poligars of Mangalur and 
Kangudaiyayan, they w i l l beat M i r Sahib, and 
a l l w i l l be struck w i t h fear. Some of his 
people are sending messages offering to j o i n 

1 14th Masi, Bhava. 
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our people once our troops march from here.' 
M. Barthelemy said, ' He was our man former­
ly, but now he is giving trouble. We must 
first write to the English that we are sending 
troops to attack him and then despatch the 
troops ; for, otherwise, the English may say 
that he is their man ; but if we write to them, 
they w i l l not say so. But have you written 
out a list showing the route, the halting 
places, and the villages on the roads, ready 
for our sending troops to Eravasanallur ?' 
I said that I had not and that I would write 
one now in French and come back wi th i t . 
He replied, 'I have written to the English 
according to the terms of your letter of 
yesterday. I w i l l go to the Fort, hold a council 
about i t , and add what more should be written. 
You had better also come to the Fort.' So 
saying [ 

]• 
Sunday, February 23.1—I left home this 

morning, and, going to M. Barthelemy's, said, 
' Yesterday a letter was received from Nandi 
RAJA i n a laced bag addressed to M. Godeheu. 
I am going to M. Le Beaume to get it translated 
into French.'—'Whatdoes it say?' he asked. 
I replied,' It is to the following effect:—" When 
I was in Mysore, Muhammad ' A l i Khan pro­
mised me Trichinopoly, confirming it by oath 

1 15th Masi, Bhava,. 
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and a writ ing. But after his business had 
been done, he did not keep his promise but 
offered instead a crore of rupees towards my 
expenses. At that time M. Dupleix offered, 
w i t h the council's approval, to give us the fort 
of Trichinopoly. Thinking that the French 
always kept their word, I gave up my agree­
ment wi th Muhammad ' A l i Khan, and for two 
years maintained my own sibbandis, at the 
same time bearing the cost of the French 
troops. At that time a letter summoned me 
back to Seringapatam. I informed M. Dupleix ; 
but he replied that I must not go as many men 
were expected by seven or eight Europe ships, 
on whose arrival he would send reinforce­
ments to capture Trichinopoly and give it to 
me. M. Godeheu then arrived by the ship as 
temporary Governor, and he wrote that I should 
trust him. He recalled M. Mainville, the 
commander, and sent M. Maissin, who spoiled 
everything. He then, to serve his own ends, 
wrote that a truce had been established for 
three months. Thoreon I wrote that I should 
return home as there was no war. M. Godeheu 
replied that I should not do so, but remain 
at Srirangam, whither after three months he 
would send large forces to capture Trichi­
nopoly and give it to me. H im also I believed 
and remained. Otherwise I would have gone. 
Then it was settled that there should be no 

23 
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war for 18 months. When three months 
were over, Muhammad ' A l i Khan and the 
English captured the southern countries and 
the middle country belonging to me. But 
we have not been asked to send troops to 
recover them. Moreover now Nawab Salabat 
Jang and M. Bussy have crossed the Kistna 
and are coming against Mysore to collect the 
peshkash.1 In reliance on you, I expended all 
the peshkash money on maintaining troops. 
So how can I pay Salabat Jang and M. Bussy ? 
If you w i l l give me Trichinopoly, I w i l l give 
a bond to the merchants and get money wi th 
which to pay them. Otherwise let Muham­
mad ' A l i Khan be asked for money to be paid 
to me for my expenses; and I w i l l repay 
i t . It is the duty of the Governor to find 
resources for this money, so you must write 
in such a manner as to prevent M. Bussy and 
Salabat Jang from causing disturbances in our 
country'". Hearing this, he said, ' I w i l l read 
it later on. We must both examine the 
accounts of the peons for the first of the 
month and settle them.'—'I w i l l do as you 
please,' I replied. 

Friday, February 28.2—-This morning 
M. Barthelemy, M. Guillard and M. Boyelleau, 
having summoned me, wrote out and gave me 

1 See Orme, Vol. I, pp. 404-405. 
2 20th Masi, Bhava. 
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in French the reply to be sent to Nandi Baja. 
M. Chevreau (M. Godeheu's secretary) was 
present. I took the paper to M. Le Beaume 
and had it translated into Telugu. M. Barthe 
lemy then sealed it and gave it back to me 
to put in a laced bag. I despatched it by a 
camel-man wi th one to M. Dusaussaye. The 
letter says :—' M. Dusaussaye writes to me 
that you sent troops against Turaiyur in spite 
of a l l he said to you. You know that we have 
resolved on peace and that neither side shall 
take up arms, that Turaiyur is ours, and that 
we collect its peshkash; therefore I am 
surprised at your behaviour. However I trust 
that, on receipt of this letter, you w i l l with­
draw your army, and act in a friendly manner ; 
otherwise I shall regard you as an enemy. 
This should be known to you. Deeming you 
my sincere friend, I wrote to M. Dusaussaye 
to help you, observing the terms of the treaty, 
and behaving in a friendly manner towards 
you. You should do likewise.' 

M. Barthelemy also gave me a cadjan 
letter from M. Yvere[?], the commander at 
Tiruvi t i , saying :—' Morari BAo has plundered 
Satghar, and 'Abd-ul-wahab Khan's people 
are interfering unjustly. The Nawab of 
Cuddapah is marching w i t h a large army 
supported by the Nawabs' of Kandanur, 
Savanur and Bankapuram, and even Morari 
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Rao, to seize Chidambaram. In the battle 
between Salabat Jang, and Raghoji Bhonsla 
and Fatteh Singh, the Marathas were defeated 
and pa t to flight, and Salabat Jang has gone 
to Hyderabad w i t h the 2,000 horses and 5 
cannon w h i c h he captured. The Nana and 
Muzaffar Khan are marching w i t h 40,000 
horse and 60,000 val iant soldiers towards the 
Carnatic. Narasinga Rao has delivered the 
letters he obtained for the Nawabs of Cuddapah 
and Kandanur, and is marching against 
T i rupa t i w i t h 500 horse and 500 val iant 
soldiers.' When I thus reported the contents, 
three-fourths of wh ich are false and only a 
quarter true, he to ld me to keep the letter. 
I have pu t it in my avashL I then took 
leave and came home, 

I sent for Venkatanaranappayyan, the 
Mysore v a k i l , who sent Seshappan his wri ter . 
I to ld h i m about the letter wr i t t en to Nandi 
Raja and advised h i m to wr i te to the latter 
that, if he acted rashly, the end wou ld be bad. 
I d i d not wri te to Nand i Raja myself, as the 
wri ter , Venkayyan, had gone to Kumbakonam. 
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MARCH 1755. 

Saturday, March 1.1— At seven o'clock this 
morning, I went to M. Barthelemy's. I was 
told that he was talking to M. du Rocher, the 
commissary at Madurantakam, to settle the 
villages in the Karunguli, etc., countries dis­
puted between the English and the French. 
I went therefore to my office, where I heard 
that M. Barthelemy, M. Guillard, M. Royelleau, 
and M. du Rocher, 4 persons in all , had con­
sulted together t i l l half-past twelve. I then 
came home as it was past noon. 

At half-past five this afternoon, M. Barthe­
lemy sent his chobdar wi th a receipt for 
30,000 rupees to be paid out of the rent 
moneys. The chobdar delivered me the 
receipt and said that he had been ordered to 
give me two letters in bags brought by a cancel -
messenger from Nandi Raja I told the 
chobdar that I had no money but I should 
receive money in two or three days, when I 
would pay it and take the receipt. So saying 
I returned the receipt. Of the two packets, 
one was addressed to M. Barthelemy, M. 
Guillard and M. Boyelleau and the other was 

1 21st Masi, Bhava. 
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addressed to me. The packet addressed to 
M. Barthelemy, etc., was open ; it contained a 
l is t in Kanarese of the amounts owed by 
Ramalinga P i l l a i (Vmayaka Piliai 's man). I 
do not know w h y i t was in that packet instead 
of in mine. Nandi Raja's letter to M. B a r t h -
lemy, etc., says :—' I hear that our v a k i l , 
VenkatanaranappaAyyan, said that we should 
leave Srirangam if M. Dusaussaye the com­
mander were not recalled and another ap­
pointed in his stead. I neither wrote nor gave 
any such order ; nor wou ld Venkatanaranappa 
A y y a n say such a t h ing w i thou t orders. No 
such th ing could have happened. If a new 
commander has been sent, let h i m be recalled 
and M. Dusaussaye continue.' The letter 
contained compliments. 1 went out intending 
to get i t translated into French and give i t 
to-morrow. 

I therefore left my house and went to my 
office in the flower-garden. Raman, M. 
Barthelemy's dubash, brought me back the 
receipt for 30,000 rupees, saying, ' The chobdar 
is a foolish fellow. W h y d id you send it 
back ? Y o u can pay the money in instalments 
in three or four days ; but t ry to send 10,000 
rupees to-morrow.'—' Very wel l , ' I r ep l ied , ' I 
w i l l send you a l l the money that has been 
collected to-morrow.'—' Let it be sent,' he said. 
As he was leaving, I sa id , ' The money has to 
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be paid4o the sepoys, and M. Barthelemy has 
already spoken to me about i t . The amount 
w i l l be paid in small sums.' So saying I took 
the receipt and dismissed h i m . 

After he had gone, Madananda Pandit 
came and said M. Le Beaume had to ld h i m 
that, as it was very late at night, he had had 
no t ime to translate Nand i Raja's letter in to 
French and that he wou ld have the transla­
t ion ready to-morrow. I to ld Madananda 
Pandit to keep the letter and br ing the 
translation to-morrow. 

Nand i Raja has not mentioned the details 
above-written in his letter to me, but says that 
M. Maissin has received from h i m large sums 
of money, and jewels, w h i c h must be returned, 
and that Tyagayyan knew a l l about the 
matter. 

At the t ime of the exchange of prisoners, 
M. Godeheu wrote asking Mr . Saunders to 
release Bango Pandit, who was imprisoned 
along w i t h the soldiers in Fort St. D a v i d at 
the t ime of Chanda Sahib's death in 1752. I 
now hear that Mr . Pigot, Governor of Madras, 
has w r i t t e n about i t to Mr . Starke, Deputy 
Governor of Fort St. David , along w i t h the 
letters to the council here. Venkata Rao, 
Bango Pandit's nephew, reported the news to 
me this afternoon. 
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Wednesday, March 5.1—! was too u n w e l l to 
go out this morning, so remained at home, 
hay ing sent A p p a v u and Guruvappa Chett i 
to the place where the Company's merchants 
were packing cloth. 

Kas tur i Rangayyan (the Tura iyur vak i l ) and 
Kulasekharam Venkatanaranappa Ayyan read 
to me the cadjan letter of Varadaraja Reddi, 
the Tura iyur dalavai. I t says, ' I have given 
large sums to the Company and am under 
their protection. This displeased Nand i Raja 
who is now collecting the troops he has in pay. 
Troubles may begin at any t ime. I have 
wr i t t en the t h i n g that is. Nand i Raja has 
sent 3,000 horse, 5,000 foot, and 5,000 of the 
fort troops,8 to help Rama Reddi and Varada 
Reddi, against the wishes of the commander. 
The troops set out on the 20th, appeared on a l l 
sides on the 21st and fought fiercely t i l l the 
26th, many being wounded on both sides. 
Varada Reddi treacherously brought large 
forces in to the town. Unable to continue any 
longer, the dorai and I set out w i t h our 
children on the morning of the 24th and 
reached Ar iya lu r . The palace and the t own 
have been plundered and Nandi Raja must 
have taken ten or twelve lakhs of p lunder ; 

125th Masi, Bhava. 
1 i.e., of those lying before Trichinopoly. 
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though Rajasri P i l l a i Avargal1 is at the head 
of a l l affairs, and he and the Company are wel l -
disposed towards me, yet Nand i Raja has 
attacked me. Te l l this to Rajasri P i l l a i Avar­
gal, whose du ty it is to mainta in matters as 
formerly, so that he may settle our affairs and 
protect us, thus obtaining glory. Remain w i t h 
h i m day and night and explain a l l things to 
h i m , so that he may earn the honour of estab­
l i sh ing a settlement. Formerly in the matter 
of horses and elephants, he sent them to get 
glory ; and now if he is on our side, l ike Sri-
ranganayaka,2 and helps us, a l l things w i l l 
prosper. As the times are bad, it w i l l be of 
great help if the money is sent through 
S6shachalam. Tel l this to Rajasri P i l l a i 
Avarga l . ' 

Thursday, March 6.3—I was unwel l , so I 
remained at home this morning also. I hear 
the fo l lowing news :—When Vinayaka P i l l a i 
was granted the roundel,4 10,000 rupees were 
given to M. Barthelemy as a nazar, 120 pago­
das apiece to M. Delarche and M. du Bausset, 
25 pagodas to M. Gui l lard , 21 pagodas to M. 
Desfresnes who refused i t , and 25 pagodas to 
M. Boyelleau who also refused i t and to ld h i m 

1 i.e,, the diarist. 
2 Sriranganayaka or Srtranganatha is the God of the great Vishnu 

temple at Srtrangam. 
3 26th Masi, Bhava. 
4 A very special privilege and dignity. 

24 
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to go away. Thereon Yinayaka Pi l la i went 
out and gave the nazar to M. Boyelleau's 
dubash, who took it at once to M. Boyelleau. 
But on seeing the pagodas, the latter in anger 
struck his duMsh twice, and told him to bring 
Yinayaka Pil lai back. He ran out immedi­
ately after Yinayaka Pil lai and brought him, 
having given him back the pagodas. On see­
ing Yinayaka Pillai, M. Boyelleau said,4 Am I 
to take money got by thievery? Why did 
M. Barthelemy give i t 1 you who stand w i t h 
folded arms before the courtier ? Go.' Vina­
yaka Pil lai then gave a nazar of 11 pagodas to 
M. Miran, who refused i t , but asked,' Where is 
your roundel ? You should cover your head 
w i t h a basket or winnowing fan. They would 
become you well. You write accounts as a 
cooly works for daily wages ; so why should 
you have a roundel ?' Thus Yinayaka Pil lai 
was dismissed in anger, and his pagodas were 
refused. 

This morning I sent by Sieur Yida Correa 
[?] to M. Chevreau, M. Godeheu's secretary, 
the Persian letter from 'Abd-ul-majid Khan, 
Nawab of Cuddapah, w i t h its French transla­
tion. 

Nandi Raja's letter to M. Barthelemy, 
M. Guillard and M. Boyelleau says :—' I hear 

The privilege of having a roundel. 
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that you propose to send another commander 
to replace M. Dusaussaye, at the request of 
my vakfl, Venkatanaranappa Ayyan ; I never 
wrote to him about i t , nor could he have said 
so. If anybody has already been sent as com­
mander, letfhim be recalled and M. Dusaus-
saye be sent back.' I received this letter 
and its French translation along wi th the 
others ; but I think they had been opened by 
the Company's people. 

There was also an account for 41,762 rupees 
and 5 fanams made up as follows :— • 

Money due from Arum-
patai Ram alinga Pillai. 11,000 rupees. 

Money due from Salidan 
Mudali 6,100 rupees. 

Money due from Ekam-
bara Mudali 20,000 rupees. 

Money due from Bapu 
Chetti 3,342 rupees 

and 5 f anams 
Money due from Tiru-
vengadanatha Mudali. 720 rupees. 

Total in chakrams from 
five persons 41,762 rupees1 

and 5 fanams 

1 The actual total is 41,162 rupees. 
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There was a French copy of this account 
and these two were sent by M. Chevreau. 

Nandi Raja's letter to M. Dusaussaye, the 
commandant, is as follows :—' Beyond what 
was promised by note of hand on Turaiyur 
in Paramananda Pillai's time, for what further 
sum are we responsible ? Why do you object 
saying that you have received a letter from 
Turaiyur? It is not the Company's. The 
poligar is under me, and has paid me rent 
these four years. Everything shall be settled 
in the proper manner.' I gave this letter, and 
its French translation—8 writings in all—to 
Sieur Vida Correa who told me at five that he 
had delivered them to M. Chevreau at the Fort 
at four o'clock. 

The Topass Louche[?] at three o'clock 
brought a letter from Nandi Raja to M. 
Barthelemy, dated February 28. He said that 
M. Barthaemy wanted a French translation. 
I sent it to M. Le Beaume at four o'clock by 
Madananda Pandit to be translated into French. 
It says that Turaiyur is one of the countries 
pledged for interest on the loans given by 
Nandi Raja to [Muhammad ' A l i ] ; that the 
poligar has nothing to do wi th the Company, 
and a letter w i l l be written about i t ; that 
Nandi Raja did not exceed his rights, or 
cross the Cauvery to attack the English ; but 
that the English and Muhammad ' A l i Khan 
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transgressing their l imi t s , have captured the 
country as far as the palaiyam of Manapparai 
and are advancing southwards ; that al though 
he has w r i t t e n several times about this, no 
answer has been received and he is u n w i l l i n g 
to continue in Srirangam. 

The receipt of these letters, the recall of M. 
Dusaussaye, and the several reports, make me 
believe that M. Dusaussaye, the commander, 
has had a bribe of 20,000 rupees w i t h 10,000 
to the dubashes and others, to purchase his 
consent to and countenance of Nand i Raja's 
seizing Turaiyur . Hence these letters. 

Friday, March 7.'—Vinayaka JPillai, hav ing 
sent a l l necessaries last n ight to Chanda 
Sahib's house, ordered food to be prepared there 
for a feast to be given to h i m and M. Barth6-
lemy ; then w i t h a l l the dishes tha t had been 
cooked, Chanda Sahib's son Raza Sahib, ' A l i 
Naq i Sahib and Yinayaka P i l l a i went to M. 
Barthelemy's house and ate. Two salutes of 
19 guns and three salutes of 15 guns were fired. 
Two pieces of broad cloth, five yards of c loth 
of gold, two small mirrors and a musket w i t h 
a broad-cloth cover, were given as presents to 
Chanda Sahib's son. At four o'clock, M. Bar-
thelemy drove out in a coach and six w i t h the 
Sahib Zada on his r igh t and ' A l i Naq i Sahib 

1 27th Masi, Bhava. 



190 THE DIARY OF [MAR. 7, 

and M. Delarche s i t t ing opposite. After them 
came a carriage drawn by two horses w i t h 
t w o accountants. Then in a one-horse carriage 
drove M. Barthelemy's secretary, and after h i m 
Vinayaka P i l l a i d r i v i n g himself in a one-horse 
carriage. Then came two Europeans (whose 
names I do not know) in a coach and pair, and 
last of a l l M. Ba/rthelemy's dubash Bamu 
P i l l a i on horseback w i t h four troopers. They 
returned at seven o'clock. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon, M. Barth6-
lemy sent a bond for a l a k h of rupees given 
on the security of Pu l l uva r i Chennappayyan 
and executed by Nand i Raja in favour of Para-
mananda P i l l a i on account of the Company's 
dues. As it was in Kanarese, I sent Gopala-
swami at five to Mysore Venkatanaranappa 
Ayyan's house to get i t translated by his wr i te r 
Seshayyan in to Telugu and Tami l . I wr i te 
below the details :— 

1 A document given by Nandi Raja to Para-
mananda P i l l a i on 2nd Arppisi [October 15] 
the 14th day of the br ight ha l f of Aswija. If 
a dress and a seal-ring are obtained for Chen­
nappayyan by 17th Arppisi [October 30] Bhava 
(the 15th day in the br ight ha l f of Karttigai), 
Paramanandan must receive the amount f rom 
Chennappayyan ; bu t if they are not given 
w i t h i n this t ime, I w i l l pay the l a k h of rupees.' 

1 [Sic] ? Dark half. 
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Gopalaswami asked Venkatanaranappa 
Ayyan what this was about and who Chennap-
payyan was. Venkatanaranappa Ayyan said, 
' Kedam Pulluvari Chennappayyan is a respect­
able person holding an appointment in Mysore. 
He went to Nandi Raja and proposed to train 
the troops in the fort and take charge of the 72 
mili tary posts, for which office, which is called 
Kandachar,1 he would pay the Palace a lakh of 
chakrams wi th a present of a lakh of rupees. 
Nandi Raja replied, " I owe money to the 
French ; if you w i l l pay them, I w i l l got you 
a dress and a seal-ring for the appointment 
from Mysore." Chennappayyan then agreed 
to pay the amount to Paramananda Pillai and 
at his request Nandi Raja gave this bond in the 
name of Paramananda Pillai. ' Gopalaswami 
asking if Paramanandan had really received 
the amount, Venkatanaranappa Ayyan replied 
that he must have received it and given Nandi 
Raja a receipt. 

Gopalaswami reported this to me at seven 
o'clock. Thereupon I sent for my vaki l 
Tyagayyan, in order to ask him what he 
knew of the matter. On his arrival, Gopala-
swami questioned him. He replied in Telugu 
and 1 have written it also in Telugu. 

1 The word seems to have meant either military administration or 
the police establishment. See Rice's Mysore, Vol. I, pp. 579 and 604. 
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Yesterday M. Barthelemy sent me the 
agreement executed by Nandi Raja in favour 
of Paramananda Pillai, for translation into 
French. I had no time to get it done yesterday, 
but ai ten o'clock to-day, I sent Ramanji Pandit 
and Gopalaswami to M. Le Beaume for that 
purpose. They accordingly went to M. Le 
Beaume but as he was busy wi th the Com­
pany's accounts, there was some delay. A 
chobdar from M. Barthelemy came and said 
that he had been sent to fetch at once the note 
which had been given for translation. I sent 
him back wi th a message that I had given it 
to be translated, and that I would send it as 
soon as it was finished. When this message was 
given, M. Barthelemy waited a short while and 
then sent another chobdar for i t . The latter 
said that the Governor was very angry and that 
he had been ordered to bring it at once. Im­
mediately, I sent two peons for it to Ramanji 
Pandit and Gopalaswami, but M. Le Beaume 
st i l l had not done i t . By this time M. Barthe­
lemy had sent another peon. As I could not 
delay longer, I sent the peon to Vida Correato 
get it done and have a Kanarese copy made of 
the original letter sealed by Nandi RajiL When 
this had been done, I sent the chobdar to M. 
Barthelemy wi th the Kanarese copy, the 
original and the French translation wi th a 
translation of Nandi Raja's letter to M. 
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Barthelemy and its original—5 papers in all— 
and told him to deliver them to M. Barthelemy 
wi th my salaams. He did so and informed me 
accordingly. 

Soon after the tappal-man from Srirangam 
told me, that he was going back wi th a letter 
from M. Barthelemy to M. Dusaussaye, the 
commander there. They showed me the letter. 
I gave it back and told them to go. I won­
dered why M. Barthelemy had been in such 
haste for the bond. I suppose he has sent 
Nandi Raja's agreement wi th Paramananda 
Pil lai along wi th his sealed letter to M. Dus­
aussaye. Nandi Raja's Kanarese wri t ing to 
Paramananda Pillai is as follows [ ]. 

Sunday, March 9.1—At five o'clock this 
morning Melugiri Chetti visited me in private. 
He tells me that Kamayya Pillai spoke to him 
as follows :—' When I was outcasted, Pillai 
Avargal of his love procured my restoration. 
After this, I almost starved ; the lady 2 gave 
me charge of the cattle business, w i th a share 
in the profit, and made me happy. Then I 
became dubash to M. Barthelemy. Chanda 
Sahib's son made me a present of a dagger, and, 
when I wore it in visiting the [Governor], he 

1 29th Masi, Bhava. 
* Ammal Avargal. Perhaps Ranga Pillai's wife ; but it may mean 

Mme. Dupleix. 

25 
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said, " Even Pariah grooms are wearing dag­
gers," and gave me a Bunder dress of honour. 
For this reason I behaved as I did to Vinayaka 
Pillai . Raza Sahib is giving me presents ; and 
now if only 1 be given a fine dress of honour, 
I w i l l settle everything in a week.' MMugiri 
Chetti told me that I should give him a good 
present. I replied, ' You told me just now all 
1 had done for him and how he had behaved 
to me. He himself has told you everything. 
Besides, he is our man, so what matter how he 
behaves? But I must tel l you this. When 
Vinayaka Pillai was writer in M. Dupleix' 
time, everything was managed without diffi­
culty. Nevertheless when Parasurama Pillai 
returned in the palankin given him by Chanda 
Sahib, he was told that he might only ride in 
a palankin outside the bounds and not within. 
Kow much must not M. Barthelemy have 
demanded for permission to use a roundel 1 He 
w i l l be blamed for that. I w i l l , however, give 
Bamayya Pillai a dress of honour, a chain 
wi th a pendant, and a palankin and send 
Appavu to conduct h im home, if he brings 
hither the roundel that has been bestowed.' 
MMugiri Chetti then took leave, but returning 
at noon, said, 'I have informed Ramayya 
Pillai of everything and he says that your plan 
cannot be followed, but he w i l l do everything 
in a week. M. Delarche, M, du Bausset and 
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Chanda Sahib's and Vinayaka Pillai's people 
have told M. Barthelemy that you were 
saying you would send M. Barthelemy, M. 
Delarche and M. du Bausset in chains on 
board ship to Europe; therefore, before this 
happened, Vinayaka Pillai should receive the 
privilege of the roundel and everything else, 
and possession should be taken of the country. 
That is why all these things have been done. 
[Ramayya Pillai] promises to reverse and 
settle al l these matters in a week; he adds 
that M. Barthelemy intends to-morrow to 
give you such presents as have never before 
been known, and that therefore you should be 
pleased to come abroad to-morrow.' I replied, 
' I need no presents.' Then, patting him on 
the back, I encouraged him, saying, ' As I 
told you this morning, he is my man ; let 
him seize the roundel that has been given, 
and bring it to me. Then I w i l l give h im a 
palankin.' 

At seven o'clock this evening Guntur Ven-
katachala Chetti came to me, saying,' When 
I visited M. Guillard, he complained that 
you no longer favoured him wi th news as you 
used to do, or visited him, at which he is 
angry. He said that M. Barthelemy's con­
duct was so faithless that it would certainly 
lead to his imprisonment, for he had done 
what no writer had ever done since the town 
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began, for he had plundered the Company, 
and was wi l l ing to do unheard of things for 
whatever was offered him, w i th more to that 
effect. M. Boyelleau also asked why you had 
not visited him, and I explained that you had 
been unwell. He replied that he had heard 
of your illness, but that your real reason was 
M. Barthelemy's behaviour ; but, said he, that 
does not matter, for M. de Leyrit sailed 12 
days ago, the winds are fair and gentle, and 
he w i l l arrive in five or six days, when many 
strange things may happen. He told me to 
advise you to have ready two lakhs of rupees 
of the country money,1 and to give M. Barthe-
lemy something, if he demands i t / This is 
what happened. 

Tuesday, March 11.2—At five o'clock M. Bar-
thelemy received a letter from Nandi Raja ; 
but it brought only the news contained in that 
which arrived on March 6 ; I got it translated 
into French and sent it to M. Barthelemy. 

Salabat Jang's letter to M. Godeheu received 
to-day is as fol lows:—'I am gratified w i t h 
the sword, etc., sent as presents by M. Bussy, 
who has returned after settling affairs in 
Chicacole, Raj ahmundry and those parts. May 
M. Bussy's fame and friendship increase.' I 

the revenue collections. 2 1st Panguni, Bhava 
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got this letter of compliment translated in to 
French, and sent it to M. Barthelemy by a 
chobdar. I have kept a copy in the table-
drawer. 

Friday, March 14. l—I d id not go out this 
morning. The Englishman f rom Karungul i , 2 

M. Barthelemy, M. Gui l l a rd and M. Boyel-
leau discussed their business t i l l noon and 
then went home. 

Saturday, March 25.3—Tambi4 Kanda 
P i l l a i writes from K a r i k a l that the new pol i -
gar of K a r i k a l w i l l give a nazar of 10,000 
rupees, and that the revenue of the four 
mdgdns ( including the tolls) has been settled 
forl,20,000 rupees. 

Sunday, March 16:— This afternoon, M. 
Boyelleau sent a m a n ' f o r me about eight 
times, supposing that the Europe ship sighted 
at three o'clock had M. de Leyr i t on board. 
He even had a letter wr i t t en by Guntur Ven-
katachala Chetti and sent it to me. Before I 
reached the Fort at four o'clock the drums were 
beating, and M. Barthelemy was going s lowly 

1 4th Panguni. Bhava. 
2 The Commissaries at this moment were Edmund Maskelyne and 

Achilles Preston ; but their proceedings reveal no trace of a visit to 
Pondichery. The Englishman must therefore have been some other 
person. 

3 5th Panguni. Bhava. 
4 Literally ' younger brother,' but probably used here as a term 

of affection. 
5 6th Panguni, Bhava, 
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to the beach, hav ing ordered the soldiers 
and sepoys to assemble there ; Vinayakan and 
M m a n fol lowed h i m w i t h blank faces. The 
vessel, supposed to bo br inging M. de Leyr i t , 
lef t Europe on August 8, and pu t in nowhere 
on the voyage.1 The name of the ship is the 
Diane, M. Racelliere2 captain. The catamaran-
people brought letters, the perusal of w h i c h 
l ightened the faces of M. Barthelemy, M. 
Delarche, Vinayakan and Raman.3 1 arr ived 
at that moment, and immediately after, M. 
Barthelemy sot out homewards w i t h the 
standards borne in front of h i m . He was ac­
companied by M. Delarche ; and behind them 
went Vinayakan and Kaman and a pa lankin . 
Thus they returned home t a l k i n g together. I 
went to the choul t ry on the beach, where 
the Europeans were assembled. In our conver­
sation the European gentlemen said, ' As the 
ship d i d not fly the square flag on coming 
in to the roads, and fired eleven guns, we 
thought that M. de Leyr i t must have come. 
Europe ships never arrive in this month , and 
such a th ing is most extraordinary. Ships 
have come for the Engl ish ; and as these t w o 

1 Leyrit was of course coming down from Bengal. This was a 
false alarm. 

2 Ranga Pillai writes ' Pilashilier ' but cf. Correspondence de 
Pondichiry avec Bengale, Vol. I l l , p 267. He died on the return 
voyage from Bengal 

3 The letters would show that the vessel came from Europe and 
therefore could not have Leyrit on board. 
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ships have arrived together, something impor­
tant must have happened.' Every one then 
went away and I went w i t h them to the Fort. 
When the ship's captain landed w i t h the 
packet of letters, nine guns were fired from 
the ship. He went upstairs. I went to the 
small garden, to listen to the music there and, 
after spending some time merrily, came home 
at eleven. The packet of letters was opened in 
council, and I hear that it was eight o'clock 
before the letters had been read, after which 
the councillors departed. 

Afterwards Viraraghu came and reported 
the following :—' Melugiri Chetti formerly 
came and asked me to write a letter to Gingee 
which should remain in his charge. It was 
arranged that he should see you, and that you 
should then tell M. Barthelemy and give him 
the letter, in return for which everything you 
wished should be done in eight days. He 
now asks why the matter is delayed, and fears 
that affairs may take a different turn. I 
replied that I could not speak again to my 
master, before learning his mind, on a matter 
that had been discussed only four days before, 
that nothing would prosper unless my master 
agreed to i t , and that nothing would be got by 
threats, which was all that I could say1.' 

1 The matter of this intrigue is obscure. I suppose it is not 
unconnected with Vinayakan's roundel. 
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Melugiri Chetti waited t i l l noon to visit 
me privately, and then said, ' You know that 
I was to have a letter about Gingee to be 
delivered to M. Barthelemy, when ho should 
promise to do as you wish wi th in a week. 
Why is the matter delayed ? I fear that things 
may go wrong, and only Ramayya Pillai's 
father has prevented that t i l l now. Now at 
least write the letter and give i t . ' I was 
astonished at his words. Who is he to talk to 
me thus without fear or forethought ? I gave 
him rope enough to see how far he would go. 
But he could not understand, and talked large. 
Eamayya Pillai spoke to him, and he has 
spoken to me. Meditating this, I replied, 
' What! a thing like him to threaten me ! Who 
and what is he ? When formerly he was a 
starving outcaste l iv ing on alms, I restored 
him into caste, provided for his food, made a 
man of him again, and introduced him into 
M. Bartheemy's service. Has he forgotten 
all this ? But now that he has a l i t t le money, 
he has lost his wits, and acted thus and sent 
me witless messages. How dare he act thus ? 
He w i l l learn wisdom from what w i l l befall 
him to-morrow. You are like a rustic selling 
beans, not a man who serves a gentleman or a 
dorai The Marquis Dupleix listened to his 
wife's words, treated me as an enemy, and 
did his utmost against me. Before his time, 
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Kanakaraya Mudali used underhand means 
against me ; yet what did he achieve ? When 
my father was imprisoned for ten days in M. 
[Hebert's] time, forty or fifty thousand was 
spent to get the matter heard even in Europe, 
w i th the result that orders came to imprison 
M. [Hebert] here and put him in irons, and 
confiscate his property ; and ho was sent in 
irons1 to Europe, to receive due punishment. 
Such was my father. You are but a mosquito. 
Why should I fear your threats ? You w i l l 
learn better when you go to the gallows to­
morrow. As he is my man, a plant planted 
by me, I have borne wi th him all this time. 
How comes it that you did not know this, and 
behave accordingly ? Hitherto I have been 
patient. You are of Sunguvar's family ; and 
so long as you are wi th [Eamayya], you must 
give him advice. Why do you always sing to 
his tunes ? Take my advice. Go.' Thus I dis­
missed him. 

When I went to the Fort this morning, the 
council was examining the letters received 
from Europe in order to deliver them to the 
proper persons. As al l were thus busy, I 
went upstairs to pay my respects to M. 
Barthelemy and the other councillors and then 
went to the sorting-godown, as there was no 

1 Sc, in"arrest. 

26 
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need to remain when al l were sitting in 
council. While I was there, the letters were 
distributed, after the letter to the council had 
been read. I related to M. Guillard, in the 
presence of M. Desfresnes, the contents of the 
letter I had just received from M. Duvelaer, 
the director of the Company in Europe, who 
has gone to England on an embassy from the 
King.1 Eamachandra Ayyan and others were 
in the sorting-godown, when I opened the 
letter and read i t . It was written w i th high 
compliments, as to an equal, telling me that I 
should learn al l the news from the letter he 
would send by Father [Labustement ?] He 
added that, as eighteen ships had been des­
patched to India, seven for Pondichery, three 
for Bengal, three for China, four for Masea-
reigne and one for Mahe, I must attend to 
getting in goods to be sent by these ships ; he 
is looking after my interests ; he is now in 
England ; but on his return to Prance, he w i l l 
attend to my affairs and do what is needful. 
On hearing this, Mmachandra Ayyan and the 
others declared that, never since the town was 
founded, had the Company written thus to its 
courtier, but by my good fortune the Com­
pany's director had written from England, on 

1 He was the leading person in the deputation sent in 1754 to 
confer with the English Company about peace. 
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an embassy from the King of France, w i th so 
many compliments. They said they were 
delighted at my receiving i t . 

The following matter was discussed to-day 
at the Council:—M. Barthelemy reported a 
letter from M. Porcher,1 saying that the lands 
belonging to Karikal had not been weeded and 
that the banks had not been repaired, which 
could not be done once the waters had arisen ; 
he urged therefore that the lands should be 
let out at once so that the renter should take 
pains about i t . But M. Boyelleau objected 
that it should not be done, as M. Godeheu 
before his departure ordered the matter to lie 
over t i l l M . Leyrit's arrival from Bengal, as 
people might offer more than 1,20,000, which 
was offered at Karikal. M. Barthelemy ob­
served the date of M. de Leyrit's arrival was 
uncertain, and that, if the matter were delayed 
t i l l then, the work i n the villages could not 
be done. At last it was decided that the 
matter must lie over for a week, and that, if 
M. de Leyrit should not arrive by then, it 
should be put up to outcry. I hear that 
letters have been despatched to Karikal sum­
moning people to bid. I then went away to 
my office in the flower-garden. 

About noon a peon came and said that M. 
Barthelemy wanted me. When I went, he 

Chief at Karikall. 
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gave me a cadjan letter of Santappa Mudali of 
Karunguli to Parpathiyam Naranappa Ayyan 
of Achcharapakkam to be translated into 
French. He also asked if I had translated 
into French Venkaji Pandit's cadjan letter 
about which M. Godeheu had left a note in his 
own hand saying he had given it to me to be 
translated. I replied that I had given him the 
original, and the French translation soon after 
M. Godeheu's departure. M. JBarthelemy said 
that he did not remember i t . I observed that 
I must have recorded it in that day's diary. 
'Would you really?' he asked. 'Certainly,' 
I replied. 'Then, bring me a copy,' he said. 
I agreeing took leave, and came home. I 
examined my diary for February 16 among 
the dufters, and found there a note that I had 
given i t . I wrote accordingly, made copies of 
Venkaji Pandit's cadjan letter and its French 
translation as written in the diary, and put 
them ready in the almirah. 

At five o'clock this evening, I went to the 
Fort. As the Council was not sitting, I did not 
give Santappan the original and the French 
translation of the cadjan letters of Venkaji 
Pandit and Nachiyappa Nayakkan ; but I 
took to my office in the flower-garden the 
French translation of the cadjan letter from 
Karunguli given to me this afternoon by M. 
Barthelemy. I came home at nine o'clock. 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 205 

"When M. Barthelemy was re turn ing to his 
house at eleven o'clock after the council had 
broken up, he, accompanied by M. Delarche, 
v is i ted Chanda Sahib's house. Eaza Sahib 
gave M. Barthelemy a dress of honour, a baju-
bandl set w i t h precious stones, and a pendant, 
as presents, and a dress of honour and a 
sarpech to M. Delarche, after w h i c h they were 
dismissed. 

When I went to my office in the flower-
garden at l ive th is evening, I wrote a reply to 
M. du Rocher's letter to me from Maduranta-
kam, had i t despatched and p u t the copy 
among my French papers. 

Wednesday, March 19*—At sunrise before 
going to the Fort at seven o'clock this morning, 
I examined the foundation which is being l a i d 
for a k i tchen on the south side of my house. 
When I went to the Fort, the Germans had 
three new standards ready to be consecrated 
there. M. Barthelemy had i n v i t e d the coun­
cillors and others to a feast. M. Barthelemy, 
etc., the German officers, captains, etc., M. 
Pichard, and others, and even the p e r u p p a n a i 3 

heard mass. The German soldiers were 
formed in l ine and fired three volleys ; and 

1 A bracelet. 
2 9th Panguni, Bhara. 
3 Literally, the great pot. Perhaps we should read Perupillai, the 

Great Pillai, i.e., the time-serving Bamayya. 
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three salutes of 21 guns were fired. After the 
ceremony of consecration, the flags were 
carried out and displayed, at which a l l thrice 
shouted Vive le roi and the old flags and the 
poles were burnt. A l l then dispersed. It is 
the name day of the Marquis Dupleix. If he 
had remained here, there would have been 
great firing of guns and cannon, feasts, i l l u ­
minations, fireworks, and so on ; but as he is 
gone, there was none of these. 

Friday, March 21.1—The following news 
arrived this evening by letter from vak i l 
Tyagayyan's younger brother at Srirangam. 
One letter, dated [March] 12, says :— 
' Muhammad ' A l i Khan and the English who 
marched southwards,2 have captured Madura 
fort ; Mudamiah [andj four [others] fled to 
the south ; but were pursued. Muhammad 
' A l i , etc., have occupied the middle country and 
even advanced to Tinnevelly which has been 
seized. They intend to march against Setupati 
w i t h the aid of the Raja of Tanjore and the 
Tondiman. Hearing this, Nandi Raja sent a 
message to the commander complaining that 
the 18 months' time was enforced only against 
himself, and asking why he should sit s t i l l 
l ike a helpless man while Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan and the English attacked his ally 

111th Panguni, Bhava. 
2 This relates to Heron's expedition to Madura. 
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Setupati, and captured his possessions, Madura 
and other places.' 

The letter, dated [March] 13, says about the 
appointment of Varadaraja Reddi as the new 
poligar of Turaiyur , that when a l a k h of 
rupees was demanded for the Company, 30,000 
rupees for expenses at Pondichery, and 25,000 
rupees for the expenses of the commander— 
1,60,000 rupees in a l l—Nandi Raja replied that 
part of the Company's l a k h had already been 
paid, that he w o u l d pay the balance, and that 
he had required Varada Reddi to pay 60,000 
rupees, but the latter w o u l d pay only a por t ion 
immediately and the balance after he had been 
installed as poligar. 

The letter of [March] 16 says :— ' M. 
Dusaussaye, the commander, wrote to the 
Kaja of Tanjore tha t he ought not to attack 
Setupati before the expi ry of the 18 months, 
and tha,t his troops must be recalled. Nand i 
Raja has received presents f rom the Tura iyar 
poligar for his instal la t ion ; but the command­
ant at Trichinopoly disapproves. Neverthe­
less they have been kept ready to bo sent on 
his a r r i v a l M i r Sahib of Elavanasur sent a 
confidential man to Muhammad ' A l i Khan a t 
Tr ichinopoly and secured a lease of Elavanasar 
for 10 or 12 years at an annual rent of 40,000 
rupees. The commander v i s i t i ng the fort , 
complained that, as they had agreed that there 
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should be no war for 18 months, they should 
not help Muhammad ' A l i Khan to capture 
Madura, Nadumandalam and Tinnevelly, or 
to attack Setupati. Thereupon they agreed to 
withdraw their troops in a week. But when 
they had sent M. Dtisaussaye, the commandant, 
back to Srirangam, they ordered Muhammad 
' A l i Khan's troops in the south to capture 
Tinnevelly at once, and return, leaving a 
garrison there. Appaji Pandit, the Turaiyiir 
vaki l , is treating about Turaiyiir, but the 
affair goes badly. Muhammad ' A l i Khan and 
the English are said to be about to march to 
Arcot.' There was added an account of the 
country watered by the Cauvery. 

Yaradaraja Reddi, the new poligar of 
Turaiyiir, has written to me w i t h compliments 
that, as the former man was disobedient and 
troublesome, refusing the peshkash, and k i l l ­
ing two or three of the Company's servants, 
Nandi Raja has been pleased to give Turaiyur 
to the writer, who prays for my support also. 

Monday, March 24.1—I went to the Fort this 
morning, where M. Barthelemy and the other 
councillors were assembled ; so I paid my 
respects and went to my office in the flower-
garden, where I received letters from Guru-
murt i Ayyan, younger brother of Tyagayyan, 

14th Panguni Bhava. 
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at Srirangam. The letter of [March] 17 says :— 
Nand i Raja summoned commandant Dus-
aussaye, and asked h i m whether Tura iyur 
Varadaraja Reddi should be appointed poligar 
of Tura iyur . The commander agreed, provid­
ed that a l a k h should be given to the Company, 
35,000 to the Governor, and 25,000 to the 
councillors. Nand i Raja replied that he w o u l d 
wr i t e about this to Pondichery. The com­
mander departed, saying that it could be done 
after orders had been received. Nand i Raja 
then sent Ayyamperumal P i l l a i to Turaiyur , 
and w i l l send Haidat ' A l i Khan to-morrow, as 
he means to appoint Varadaraja Reddi^s son 
poligar. Varadaraja Reddi's man has vis i ted 
the commander offering for the Governor of 
Pondichery a yearly nazar of 12,000 rupees, 
25,000 for tue councillors for this year only, 
and over 15,000 for the commandant and the 
darbar expenses, and saying that the people 
of A p p a j i Pandit (the Tura iyur vak i l ) should 
not be allowed to show their faces. The 
commandant has more or less agreed. The 
Europeans who came in f ive palankins f rom 
Trichinopoly, returned in the evening after 
eating. 

The letter of [March ] 18 says : — I n conse­
quence of the . commandant's former letter to 
the Raja of Tanjore, desiring the recall of the 

27 
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men sent against Vellaiyan Servaikaran1, 
orders have been sent to the fort-people for 
their return. No poligar has yet been ap­
pointed for Turaiyur. Ramalinga Pillai, 
Savariraya Pillai, and Bapi Chetti the 
Komutti , who left Pondiehery on Thursday, 
are on their way. 

The letter of [March] 20 is as follows ;— 
When the Turaiyur vak i l visited the com­
mandant, [the latter] asked him for 35,000 
for the Governor, 25,000 for the councillors, 
and 30,000 for the expenses of the commander 
—90,000 in al l ; but this was not agreed to ; 
so the commandant sent for Appaji Pandit, 
the old poligar's vaki l . Appaji Pandit has not 
yet arrived. But Yaradaraja Reddi has sent 
a vaki l to this place2; and Ayyamperumal 
Pil lai has been appointed diwan. Nandi Raja 
has sent respectable persons w i th a horse, a 
gold bangle, and a dress of honour, to invest 
h im wi th the office. The man sent by the Raja 
of Tanjore to assist the poligar of Ariyalur 
is at TirumalavMi. Mandumiyan3 has joined 
Vellaiyan Sarvaikaran, and his wife and 
family have been imprisoned in Madura fort. 
Twenty lakhs have been seized by his people 
and three lakhs were secured by Muhammad 
A l ! Khan for his expenses. 

1 Dalavai of Setupati, Madura District Manual, Part I I I , p. 271, 
2 Pondiehery. 
3 Mudamish ? 
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Tuesday, March 25.1—M. Duval de Leyrit, 
the Directeur of Bengal, arrived by a ship at 
seven o'clock this morning off Virampattanam2. 
A square flag was flown on her main mast. 
The old flag at the Fort was hauled down and 
a new one hoisted. Then the g4n6rale was 
beaten, and the soldiers and officers assembled. 
I myself went down to the Beach, at seven, and, 
sending for Yinayaka Pil lai and Nallappa 
Nayinar, told them to erect plantain trees and 
tie coconut leaves, on both sides of the way 
up to the Fort gate, then to cut the korai3 in 
the ditch and spread it in the middle, and 
over this to lay 20 pieces of bleached long-
cloth. Afterwards M. Boyelleau, M. Des-
fresnes, M. Goupil, M. Solminiac and M. 
Pichard, the commander of the German troops, 
went to meet him in a chelinga provided wi th 
seats4; and when they reached the ship, a 
salute of 21 guns was fired from the Fort, and 
the ships in the roads also saluted. M. Ley-
rit's ship replied to them ; and at nine o'clock, 

1 15th Panguni, Bhava. 
This passage down to the end of the diary for March 29 is repeated, 

with minor variations, at pages 1—20, Volume X I I of the Madras 
transcript. 

* The latter copy gives the name of the vessel as the Company's 
ship l'Indien, M. Bouchez commander. 

3 A kind of long grass. 
4 The chelinga, or masula-boat, being intended for carrying cargo, 

rather than passengers, was not usually provided with seats. 
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when she was off the town, she fired a salute of 
11 guns w h i c h was returned by the Fort w i t h 
an equal number ; at half-past nine when M. 
Leyr i t got in to the chelinga, his ship fired 21 
guns, w h i c h were answered by a l l the other 
ships. M. Bar the l lmy, M. Delarche and others 
then went down to the Beach; the chelinga 
reached the shore, and M. Leyr i t landed. M. 
Barthelemy and the rest paid their respects to 
h i m , and he returned his compliments. As he 
approached w i t h a l l ceremony and entered the 
sea-gate, a salute of 21 guns was fired, and a l l 
then went upstairs in the Fort. I also accom­
panied them. After wai t ing there for a quar­
ter of an hour, when the councillors had 
brought the King's orders appointing M. Leyri t , 
and the soldiers had been drawn up opposite 
the Gouvernement in the Fort, a l l went th i ther 
in order, the letter was opened, and the Secre­
tary read the order for a l l to hear. A l l thrice 
shouted Vive le roi, and 21 guns were fired. 
When M. Leyr i t was tu rn ing to go upstairs, 
I offered h i m two limes w i t h my compliments. 
He took them pleasantly, and, having thanked 
me, went upstairs. I accompanied h i m . He 
examined the bui ld ing, and to ld M. Barthelemy 
that i t was f ine , M. Barthelemy inv i ted h i m 
to breakfast. He accepted, and, gett ing in to 
the state palankin, he went first w i t h music 
and a l l pomp followed by M. Barthelemy. 
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When he reached M. Bar theemy's house, I 
went to my office in the f lower-garden and then 
came home. 

Wednesday, March 26}—At seven o'clock 
this morning I went to the Fort, where were 
assembled the councillors, Tanappa M u d a l i 
(Kanakaraya Mudali ' s younger brother), the 
newly-appointed Nayinar Nallappa, the Choul­
t ry-wri ter , Madananda Pandit and others. 
When M. Leyr i t had waked, dressed, and come 
out, a l l went and paid their respects. I d i d so 
too. A box of letters and records packed in 
gunny, and w h i c h had been brought f rom 
Bengal was opened ; and when the Governor 
had examined them, the councillors, officers, 
captains, writers, etc., paid their respects and 
departed. The Armenian Johannes (Coja Elias' 
son-in-law) and others d i d the same. Five or 
six priests of the Capuchins' church also visi ted 
h i m , but he d i d not speak w i t h them at length, 
only exchanging compliments. The Bishop 
f rom Cochin-China also paid his respects; 
then the Superior of St. Paul's church came, 
but had to wai t before paying his respects; 
so he came to me and said, There is a place 
called Sadasiva Pil lai 's Panikkankuppam 
under Venkatampettai; it is a Christian village, 
and Protestant priests from Tranquebar d w e l l 

16th Panguni, Bhava. 
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there under the protection of Sadasiva P i l l a i 
of Venkatampattai, and preach their religion 
to the annoyance of the Christians1 there. The 
revenue of the village cannot be even 20 or 30 
pagodas ; and, if it were rented to me, the 
Christians wou ld pay the rent and the Protest­
ants would be unable to continue there and 
wou ld go away. When I spoke to M. Godeheu 
about i t , he said that he would give it free; 
but as he has gone away, be pleased to do us 
the favour of getting it for us.' I replied, 
' Louis Prakasan has already spoken to me 
about this and I said something or other to 
h i m . But i f you w i l l send for h i m now, I w i l l 
question h i m about i t , and send the necessary 
orders, to prevent the Protestants from l i t t l e 
by l i t t l e spreading their religion. ' The priest 
then visited the Governor, spoke w i t h h i m a few 
moments, and went away. M. Barthelemy has 
frequently visited and talked w i t h the Gover­
nor. When M. Boyelleau and M. Lenoir were 
w i t h the Governor, I went to the Council H a l l 
and paid my respects. He returned my com­
pliments. M. Boyelleau then said that the 
Governor wanted to speak to me about affairs. 
M. Leyr i t then asked about the two lakhs 
of rupees of revenue due on March 30 
according to the terms of the agreement. 

1 Sc. Roman Catholic. 
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M. Boyelleau replied, ' He w i l l pay two lakhs 
of rupees, but i t w i l l consist of several k inds 
of pagodas and fanams as received f rom the 
country. The pagodas must bo changed in to 
rupees, and the fanams w i l l have to be 
sent to the proper places to be changed in to 
pagodas, w h i c h must be changed in to rupees 
here. Madras rupees are of lower toucfr 
than ours and therefore w i l l not be current 
here. So Ranga P i l l a i says that the money 
shall be paid, pa r t ly in rupees and pa r t ly 
in pagodas.' The Governor observed tha t 
I had agreed to pay rupees and tha t four 
lakhs of rupees had to be sent to Bengal. I 
replied tha t only three lakhs of rupees need be 
sent to Bengal, and the remainder kept in 
pagodas here in the chest to meet the expenses. 
The Governor asked if there w o u l d not be a 
loss over the exchange. I replied, ' W h y 
should there be loss ? The Company's mer­
chants receive advances on their contract in 
pagodas ; and they may be kept for that.'— 
' That is possible,' he said. I then continued, 
' Three lakhs and a ha l f may be sent instead of 
four ; for two lakhs and s ix ty thousand rupees 
w i l l be paid in from the min t , and I w i l l pay a 
l akh , so that three lakhs and s ix ty thousand 
rupees may be sent. '—'Well, ' the Governor 
replied, ' you may carry on your w o r k w i t h o u t 
anxiety. ' I thanked h i m . M. BartMLemy 
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who had been outside came in and showed the 
Governor a writ ing. After reading i t , the 
Governor went out w i th him to the Secretary's 
room, where Kanakaraya Mudali's younger 
brother's adopted son, the choultry-writers, 
Madananda Pandit and his people, "and 
Yinayaka Pillai, came and presented h im w i t h 
limes. M. Barthelemy talked all the time ; 
the Governor said nothing, not even looking 
at me or nodding his head. He then came back 
and told me to look after the lands and the 
Company's business as in M. Godeheu's time. 
M. Boyelleau said to M. Leyrit that as, after 
M. Godeheu's departure, I had not been treated 
well, I had been eagerly expecting his arrival 
without transacting any business, and that I 
had been hoping for some encouragement from 
him. Thereon M. Leyrit turning to me said 
that I might depend on him so long as I 
attended to the Company's affairs as in 
M. Godeheu's time and since, and managed 
the countries ; that in two or three days, he 
would do as I desired; and that there was 
no need to be anxious. I thanked him and 
said that I would do accordingly. So I came 
away- The Governor went into the further 
room, and M. Barthelemy who had seen a l l 
this, went away to his house w i t h a down­
cast look, after invi t ing him to a meal. 
M. Desfresnes then came wi th the minutes of 
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Council and went away after obtaining the 
Governor's signature. M. Boyelleau also de­
parted. Hav ing taken leave of h i m , I went to 
M. Guil lard 's office to pay h i m 3,000 star 
pagodas and 2,000 Porto Novo pagodas—5,000 
in all—and desired h i m w i t h compliments to 
give them to the money-changers and enter in 
my accounts to day their value in rupees 
according to the current rate. He promised 
pol i te ly to do so and dismissed me. I took 
leave, went to my office in the flowor-gardon, 
and thence came home. 

Thursday, March 21.1—When 1 went to the 
Fort at seven o'clock this morning, I paid my 
respects to M. D u v a l de Leyri t , the Commander-
General, as he was re turning to the Gouverne­
ment f rom Church w i t h the councillors, officers, 
sous-mar chands and others at nine o'clock on 
account of the feast. Hav ing returned my 
compliments, he went upstairs w i t h the rest 
in to the central ha l l where a l l paid their 
respects to h i m , but he d id not seem to re turn 
their compliments or speak to them. He 
seemed to be examining and admir ing the man­
ner of the bui ld ing, decorations and structure, 
for he had no eyes for anything else. In spite 
o f this , M. Barthelemy persisted in t a lk ing to 
h i m , but for a l l that the Governor neither 

1 17th Panguni, Bhava. Kasuperunal [i.e., Maundy Thursday]. See 
Vol . V I , p.. 427, n. 1, supra. 

28 
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nodded nor smiled nor looked pleased. I was 
astonished at this. He then went in to the 
large verandah, outside on the south, and 
examined the workmanship w i t h interest. 
When I was there, M. Lenoir, the councillor 
who went up to Bengal from here and accom­
panied M. Leyr i t back, came to me and said 
that this place had l i t t l e trade, and was famine-
stricken. I replied,' What else can be expected 
when the country is f u l l of troubles and 
famine ? The trade has been ruined by politics. 
Now that M. Leyr i t has come as Governor, it 
w i l l f lour i sh again.' M. Lenoir replied, ' When 
I was in Bengal, T often to ld M. Leyr i t about 
you, your ab i l i ty and character; I also spoke to 
h i m , when we were sailing here, and he always 
spoke favourably of you and your affairs, and is 
so inclined towards you tha t he w i l l assist your 
affairs to the utmost, as I w i l l too.' I replied 
w i t h such compliments as to increase his j oy 
and his affection to me. M. Boyelleau then 
approached me and said, ' I have spoken to the 
Governor about you. W h y do you always 
wa i t to be sent for instead of attending the 
Governor and explaining affairs to h i m ? I 
never saw any one l i ke you. My tongue aches 
w i t h speaking to the Governor about you . In 
M. Godeheu's time, you never visited h i m 
unless he sent for you. That was wrong of 
you. Do as I t e l l you. Te l l h i m of your own 
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accord what should be done, and attend to 
your affairs.' I replited smoothly, c I have kept 
quiet as I do not know his nature ; if 1 knew 
h i m , should I wa i t t i l l I was sent for ? Y o u 
know my nature.' M. Leyr i t , who had watched 
my conversation w i t h M. Boyelleau and 
M. Lenoir, then called me up and asked 
me where some cadj an letters had come 
from. I replied that they had come in 
the tappal f rom K a r i k a l in the south, for 
merchants and others. Thereon he to ld me 
to distribute them and went to his room to 
wr i t e letters. M. Barthelemy afterwards went 
in to t a lk w i t h h i m , but he was sent away as 
the Governor was busy w i t h his letters. He 
then went home. I also went downstairs and 
went to M. Gui]lard's place. He observed, 
4 M. Leyr i t is very close, and only acts w i t h 
deliberation. He w i l l take every p lan to pieces. 
So you too must remember this and refrain 
f rom hasty proposals. Then only your affairs 
w i l l prosper.' He continued, ' Y o u have sent 
me 5,000 pagodas—3,000 Star and 2,000 Porto 
Novo. They w i l l not pass here but we w i l l do 
our best. I have entered 16,000 rupees1 re­
ceived in your account.' I replied poli tely, 
' Thank you for your kindness. I have also 
sent some pagodas and fanams Madras way to 

1 The second copy says 19,000 rupees. 
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be exchanged for rupees, so I am not idle. ' 
Then, t ak ing leave, I went to my office in the 
flower-garden, and on the stroke of noon, I 
came home, bathed, ate and went to sleep. A 
peon came and said that the Governor wanted 
me. When I went, M. Leyr i t gave me a letter 
from Nandi Raja to be translated into French. 
I took i t , and gave h i m a French translation of 
the letter f rom M. Pigot, Governor of Madras, 
dated the [24th] instant and given to me by 
M. Barthelemy to be translated into French. 
The Governor took them, and went out for a 
drive. I went to the Beach, then to my office 
in the flower-garden, and at last came home. 

Saturday, March 29.1—When I went to the 
Fort at seven o'clock this morning, M. Leyr i t 
the Governor, the councillors, officers, writers, 
etc., had gone to the Church whence, when 
new water and fire had been blessed, the bell 
rung, and a l l had been finished, they returned. 
The Governor went up to the central ha l l of 
the Gouvernement, whi ther a l l went and paid 
their respects inc luding myself. Whi le the 
Governor was t a lk ing w i t h M. Barthelemy, 
M. Desfresnes and M. Delarche, l a n d M. Lenoir 
were t a lk ing in the southern verandah about 
business. M. La Touche came up and said; 
' M. Leyr i t has 15 or 20 candies of Olibanum 

119th Panguni, Bhava, 
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from Ormuz. It is of good quality. Try and 
sell it here.' I replied, 'The troubles here 
have reduced the trade to Arcot and other 
places. The traffic is small. No one w i l l buy 
it here. It should be sent to Mocha.' He 
replied, ' That can only be done next year. 
M. Leyrit told mo to ask you. Try therefore 
to sell it here.' I said I could promise nothing 
about i t . 

Just then M. Leyrit, who was in the central 
hall, called me by name. When I went up to 
him, he said, 'During the troubles between 
the English and the French, and on October 
11, 1754, the Karunguli taluk, consisting of up­
wards of 360 villages, was in French possession. 
On October 15 the English began to trouble the 
management. The writ ing in M. Delarehe's 
hand contains what was said in Council 
yesterday.' M. Delarehe said that writer 
llanga Pil lai had the three cadjan letters writ­
ten by amaldar Venkaji Pandit and Elaichi-
yappa Mudali about these disturbances caused 
by the English. M. Leyrit turned to me and 
said, ' Get the cadjans from him and bring 
me French translations of them.' I replied, 
' From the day when the fighting ceased up to 
November, the English exercised no authority 
in the Utramallur country, Wandiwash, 
Vettavalam, etc., places, in Karunguli, but 
only in the Karunguli palaiy am and the town 
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of Madurantakam. Since October 15, some of 
their guards and sepoys in Karunguli fort and 
Madurantakam have been marching out, seiz­
ing cattle and creating disturbances. There­
fore our amaldars collected forces in order to 
take possession of their country of Maduran­
takam and hoist flags in our own villages. 
They wrote cadjan letters accordingly to the 
jemadars.' M. Delarche said, 'That is true. 
When Papayya Pillai in August delivered up 
to me possession of the places he was manag­
ing, we had 70 villages in the Karunguli 
country. M. Very, having collected a few 
German and French soldiers, marched against 
Merkanam, Chunampet and other places in the 
Karunguli country. Consequently the English 
manigars, peons, etc., in the several places fled/ 
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A P R I L 1755. 

Wednesday, April 2.1—When I was eating 
my cold rice this morning, Kulasekharam 
Venkatanaranappa A y y a n came and said, 
' When I went to Vinayaka Pil lai 's house last 
night , he was hold ing kacheri; he had sent for 
the Mysore v a k i l Venkatanaranappa Ayyan, 
Krishnappan (Morari Rao's vaki l ) , the Pandit 
Govindan (Bhaji Rao's vaki l ) , Naroj i , the old 
Nayinar and his other friends. They a l l 
arr ived as Raman, M. Barthelemy's dubash, was 
t a lk ing . Vinayaka P i l l a i t o ld them gladly that 
he had been appointed chief dubash, Papayya 
P i l l a i manager of the country, and M. Barthe-
lemy entrusted w i t h the general superin­
tendence ; and that the Governor wou ld 
give them presents next day, so that they a l l 
should come to v i s i t h i m . He said he w o u l d 
arrange for the Company's merchants and 
mahanattars to v i s i t the Governor to-morrow. 
He boasted of his cleverness, and to ld them a l l 
to come back at six o'clock, having provided 
gowns and turbans for those who should give 
them, and mohurs, rupees, etc., to be given as 
nazars to the Governor, and appropriate pre­
sents if the chief dubashship should be given, 

23rd Panguni, Bhava. 
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and others if only a cane should be given, and 
otherwise dresses of honour.' I asked him to 
find out the t ruth and inform me. He went 
accordingly, and reported to me that Vinayaka 
Pil lai in great joy had taken to the Fort a l l 
those who had come to his house. Afterwards 
I went to the Fort, and, on my way, I saw al l 
assembled at M. Barthelemy's house. The 
Governor was just going upstairs to receive his 
guests, after visiting the Capuchins' church, 
St. Paul's church and last of all the Mission 
church. I paid my respects and waited there. 
The Governor was talking to the Europeans— 
M. Desfresnes, M. [Lenoir], M. Goupil, M. 
Dubois, M. Bury and others, when M. Barthe-
lemy arrived. I desired him to arrange for 
the Company's merchants to visit the Governor. 
I was told that he would speak about it this 
evening and that the visit might be paid to­
morrow. When I was waiting after I had 
dismissed them, Vinayaka Pillai, the Mysore 
vaki l and Morari Rao's vakil , etc., arrived. 
The Governor went into his room wi th M. 
Barthelemy who talked to him along w i th M. 
Desfresnes and M. Lenoir. I was also present. 
M. Barthelemy then told him that the vakils 
had come to visit him. The Governor turning 
to me told me to send for them. I sent Srini-
vasa Rao for them. But when he went, Vina­
yaka Pil lai told them not to go. As the 



1756] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 225 

Mysore v a k i l , Venkatanaranappa A y y a n is a 
Tami l , and knows what has been going for­
ward, he disregarded Vinayaka Pil lai 's words, 
and, gett ing up, came in deeming i t improper 
to stay when sent for. Morar i Rao's and 
Bhaj i Rao's vaki ls came w i t h h i m , Mysore 
Venkatanaranappa A y y a n and Krishna Rao 
presented the Governor w i t h a nazar of 11 
moburs each and Bhaj i Rao's v a k i l w i t h one 
of 7 mohurs. When the nazars had • been 
accepted, I to ld the three to be seated. They 
then spoke w i t h compliments about their 
affairs. I repeated to the Governor what they 

,said and returned his compliments to them. 
Meanwhile Vinayaka P i l l a i came in w i t h 21 
mohurs and 21 rupees on a t ray wh ich he pre­
sented to the Governor, and then stood aside. 
When the vaki ls had been given rose water 
and pan supdri w i t h their dismissal, Raman 
brought a dress of honour on a tray, wh ich he 
gave to M. Barthelemy w i t h some words. M. 
Barthelemy, receiving i t , desired the Governor 
to touch i t and give i t to Vinayaka P i l l a i . 
The Governor then went into a room w i t h M. 
Barthelemy who talked to h i m . When the 
latter came out, he met Vinayaka P i l l a i at the 
door and took h i m in to the Governor to let h i m 
speak a few words of respect, after wh ich he 
went home w i t h the others. I then went in and 
sa id , ' Y o u have done a very wise th ing . This 

29 
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man is a thief who has robbed the Company of 
lakhs of money. Many complaints against 
h im were presented to M. Godeheu ; and some 
have been made to me since M. Godeheu's 
departure. Although the man who should 
r ightfully have been appointed to his place in 
the management of affairs is now at Cuddalore, 
yet Vinayaka Pil lai won over M. Barthelemy 
and others w i th bribes to misrepresent the 
case ; you therefore gave presents, believing 
what was said. In these circumstances, how 
can my management prosper ?' The Governor 
replied, ' W h y did you not tel l me al l this 
before ? How else could I know ?' I replied^ 
'I have not seen you enough to know your 
nature ; nor did you send for me to question 
me about al l this. How then could I have 
known your wishes and reported al l matters ? 
I was able to satisfy M. Lenoir, M. Dumas and 
M. Dupleix because they followed my advice. 
I never visit the councillors nor do I serve 
others. I deal direct w i t h the Governor, nor 
do I visit others w i t h gifts. Many complained 
to M. Godeheu against M. Dupleix ; among 
them was this Yinayakan. On this M. Gode­
heu summoned and questioned me. But I 
neither wrote nor complained. When he went 
away, M. Dupleix complimented me suitably. 
Thus I have used my whole strength on behalf 
of h im who governed^ seeking only his gain, 
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and satisfying myself w i th the glory. If now 
you also w i l l listen to no advice but mine, and 
act accordingly, I w i l l strive for your profit 
and win your favour.' In his delight he pro­
mised me his protection, calling on God to 
witness what he said, vowing to do nothing 
without consulting me. I replied, ' If you 
only do as I say in al l affairs, I w i l l so conduct 
you as to bring you gain.' I then explained 
ful ly to the Governor the character of al l here, 
and the profits they make w i th proof of every-
thing, as well as affairs at Karikal and 
Masulipatam, Villiyanallur and Bahur, and 
about the villages comprised in the four 
mdgdns of Karikal. The Governor ordered me 
to come to him at half-past six to-morrow 
morning, when he would discuss everything 
wi th me and do as should appear best. He 
then gave me leave and I departed. 

Chinnu Mudali presently returned after 
visiting the Governor. I came home. 

I hear that a complaint has been presented 
to the Governor, in his palankin, against 
Yinayakan by Black Muttayyan's younger 
brother. The Governor read and kept i t . 

At four o'clock M. Reyne came, and w i t h 
his help I wrote out in French an account 
of what took place between M. Godeheu's 
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departure and M. Leyrit's arrival.1 Having 
added a few details, I went to my office in the 
flower-garden wi th the petitions given me to 
be presented to the Governor to-morrow 
morning. I got them all written by M. Reyne, 
and then sent him to his house, and myself 
remained in the office. 

While I was st i l l there, M. Desfresnes sent 
a message that he would settle w i th the 
Governor about the presents to be given to me 
when the mahanattars paid their visit the day 
after to-morrow, and that I should say what I 
desired. I sent the following message wi th 
compliments : — ' I have already been given all 
honour, I desire only one t i l ing more. As I 
am the Governor of al l the Tamils, and you 
and the Governor know what respect should 
be shown to me, lot the Governor order the 
tambour to be beaten at the Fort and town-gates 
in my honour. I f you w i l l be pleased to speak 
to the Governor about this, I shall never forget 
your kindness.' Such was my answer, 

Thursday, April 3.2—The following is the 
message sent this morning by M. Desfresnes 

1 This is probably the document a copy of which I was permitted 
to see, among other papers, by the courtesy of the owner, M. Gallois-
Montbrun, at Pondicherry. I understand that this most interesting 
collection of papers suffered much damage during the cyclone of 1916. 
I print the document as an appendix to this volume. It is dated 
March 29 ; perhaps Reyne only revised the diarist's draft. 

8 24th Panguni, Bhava. 
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in reply to mine of last night:—' When the 
Governor, M. Boyelleau and I were talking at 
table, we said to h im that presents were 
usually given to the courtier when the Com­
pany's merchants visited the Governor, and 
that this should be done when the merchants 
visited h im to-morrow. He asked us what 
should be given. We said that a turret,, 
mrpech, chain and pendant, four pieces of 
scarlet broad-cloth of the best quality and an 
18-yard piece of Europe cloth of gold costing 
30 pagodas a yard, should be given, w i t h a 
salute of 15 guns. " I w i l l do so to-morrow," 
he said, If we had received your message, 
we might have discussed i t ; but as we had 
not, the other matter could not be mentioned, 
and we sent word to you last night.' 

A l l things were being got ready at the Fort 
this morning. I took the Company's mer­
chants, the new Nayinar, and Bapu Rao of the 
tobacco-godown, thither at seven o'clock, and 
they visited the Governor at eight. The 
Company's merchants presented him wi th a 
cloth worth 100 pagodas and a diamond ring 
worth 220 pagodas; my Appavu wi th 200 on 
account of his country management; Salatu 
Venkatachala Chetti wi th 50 pagodas and a rol l 
of silk ; Bapu Rao w i th 50 pagodas ; and the 
Nayinar w i t h a ro l l of China silk. When a l l 
had offered their nazars, he put round my 
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neck w i t h ' his own hands a chain w i t h a 
pendant, t ied the turra and sarpech, gave me 
four pieces of .the finest broadcloth and 18 
yards of c loth of gold, and ordered a salute of 
15 guns. The others were given rosewater 
and pan supari, and dismissed w i t h orders to 
obey me. I came home w i t h them and the 
presents, accompanied by music and other 
marks of honour, distr ibuted pan supari, and 
gave them leave. 

Just then four chobdars and a head-peon 
said that the Governor wanted me. Immedi ­
ately I got in to my palank] n and visi ted the 
Governor at the Fort. He asked me about the 
contents of a cadjan letter received f rom 
Karungul ipa la iyam on October 3 and delivered 
to the Governor w i t h a French translation 
w h i c h I had mentioned to M. Barthelemy. I 
replied that wr i t e r Rangappa M u d a l i must 
know as he was the manager of the country ; 
and the latter said that he w o u l d report every­
t h i n g in the evening. 

Afterwards the Governor took me aside and 
questioned me about V i l l i yana l lu r , Bahur 
and Ka r ika l . I replied, ' M. Godeheu at M. 
Boyeileau's request said that those two affairs 
should be managed by Venkatachala Chetti . 
So I settled 20,000 pagodas for V i l l i yana l lu r , 
and Bahur, and 80,000 rupees for the four 
magans of Karikal. Bu t M. Porcher wrote 
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saying that 1,20,000 rupees had been offered by 
the K a r i k a l people for the four magam, 
Tirumalrayapatnam (which Chinnu M u d a l i 
has on lease) and K i l a v e l i w i t h the tolls. 
Venkatachala Chett i then offered 1,30,000 
[rupees]. Then, when M. Godeheu had sailed 
for Europe, M. Delarche and M. du Bausset 
t o ld M. Barthelemy that, as M. Duple ix ' 
jagri ir was being managed by Rangappa 
Muda l i , the taluks of V i l l i y a n a l l a r and Bahur 
should not be given to any one but Vinayaka 
P i l l a i ; and they proposed 23,000 pagodas for 
the two taluks. M. Barthelemy agreed, and 
proposed the matter in Council. Bu t M. 
Gui l l a rd , M. Boyellcau and M. Desfresnes 
objected that before M. Godeheu's departure, 
he had been managing V i l l i y a n a l l u r , Bahur 
and K a r i k a l affairs by Venkatachala Chettfs 
means and that the matter should not be 
settled t i l l your ar r ival . After a delay of a 
few d.ays, M. Barthelemy again opened the 
subject in Council and proposed that i t should 
be settled at outcry. When matters stood 
thus, y o u arrived, and decided that i t should 
be done accordingly.' When I thus related M. 
Godeheu's intentions in order to convince M. 
de Leyr i t , the latter after a pause asked w h y I 
had not reported this to h i m before. I replied, 
'Because I d i d not know your nature. My 
habit is to take the Governor's pleasure and 
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not to mind other people.' The Governor 
replied, ' It has been resolved to sell the farm 
at outcry. The Arumpatai1 has offered 22,100, 
so it must fetch upwards of 23,000. But as 
this decision has been taken, why mention 
Karikal and Venkatachala Chetti ? Let it be 
written in your name.' I replied, ' I men-
tioned Venkatachala Chetti only because M. 
Godeheu spoke to me about him for the sake 
of M. Boyelleau ; but I am here to obey.' He 
answered,' It should be in your name, but the 
matter is to be settled at outcry ; so what can 
be done ?' He then called his secretary. The 
Governor talked w i th him for about an hour 
and then sat down at table. I took leave and 
came home. 

Friday, April 4.2—At seven o'clock this 
morning I went to the Fort and paid my 
respects to the Governor who was alone. Be 
asked the news. I gave h im the three peti­
tions I was carrying—the first presented by 
Black Muttayyan about his imprisonment by 
Vinayaka Pillai ; the second given by Bangaru, 
his uncle, when he was afterwards rebuked, 
w i t h M. Godeheu's orders requiring me to 
examine the matter fu l ly and report to h im ; 
and the th i rd given by Black Muttayyan 

1 i.e., Vinayaka Pillai. 2 25th Panguni, Bhava. 
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and Parasurama Pillai. [I said,]' Black Mut-
tayyan was in my custody when M. Godeheu 
directed me to inquire about h im ; but while 
I was doing so, M. Godeheu departed. Then 
Vinayaka Pi l la i sent peons to fetch Muttay-
yan from my house to the Fort without telling 
me; on which I went to M. Barth^lemy, 
M. Boyelleau and others and reported what 
Vinayaka Pil lai had done. Thereon M. Bar-
thelemy sent for Vinayaka Pil lai and said, 
'' Rangappan alone has authority to take men 
out of any house. How dare you send peons 
to bring Muttayyan from Rangappan's house 
without telling him ? I w i l l tie you up and 
give you 50 stripes." I told him that his mere 
threat was equal to a beating, and took my 
leave. Two or three days afterwards, M. Bar-
thelemy himself ordered Black Muttayyan to 
be seized and put into the dungeon, where he 
s t i l l continues, and yesterday he was not even 
allowed out for his food. This Vinayakan 
plundered a l l the Company's goods, and gave 
them away to stop men's mouths. He pre­
sented a petition to M. Godeheu saying that I 
had given M. Dupleix 1,50,000 rupees at the 
time of his departure. On this fellow's word, 
M. BartMlemy has put Black Muttayyan in 
dungeon not even allowing h im out for his 
food.' The Governor grew angry at these 
words, and he said, ' What business of M. 

30 
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Barthaemy is this ? This Vinayakan is only 
one of the 70 writers. Who allowed him to use 
palankin and roundel ? and who empowered 
h im to imprison or beat any man ?' 

Then I reported in detail the affairs of 
Karikal, Bunder and the town, and, requesting 
his patience, I said, ' Many things have to be 
done ; and i f you w i l l but attend to business 
strictly, without allowing influence to others, 
and if you w i l l listen to me alone, you and 
the*Company w i l l gain greatly, while you 
w i l l earn the Company's gratitude.' The 
Governor answered, ' I w i l l do this. I w i l l 
give you Yilliyanallur, Bahur and Kar ika l ; 
and w i l l discuss al l matters wi th you at 
leisure before I do anything.' 

The mahdndttars then came. I introduced 
them, gave them rosewater and pan supdri, 
and, giving the Governor their petition about 
the temple together wi th the Chettis' petition, 
addressed him w i t h compliments ; then I sent 
the mahdndttars home w i t h Appavu, but my­
self remained. M. Barthelemy then brought 
a petition which he gave to the Governor and 
talked to him. M. Desfresnes came to me and 
said, ' M. Barthelemy wrote to me asking why 
Vi l l i yanaMr and Bahur have not been sold at 
outcry. I took the letter to M. de Leyrit, and 
asked h im what reply should be given. He 
told me none was necessary. I asked h im 
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what I should say if M. Barthelemy asked 
why I had not answered his letter. He replied 
that I should tel l h im that it was no business 
of his.' Comparing M. Desfresnes' words wi th 
the Governor's, I perceived the Governor's 
intention, and, taking leave, I went to my 
office in the flower-garden, and thence came 
home. 

This evening, when I was in my office in the 
flower-garden, two Europeans (whose names I 
do not know) came at eight o'clock and gave 
me a box of attar for Annaswami, and said, 
'This afternoon M. Barthelemy presented a 
petition to the Governor offering 25,000 pagodas 
for a village1 under you, but M. Leyrit refused, 
whereon M. Barthelemy went away shame­
faced.' I heard this afternoon that al l last 
night Vinayaka Pillai was wri t ing a petition, 
which he took this morning to M. Delarche 
at his comptoir to be corrected, and sent to 
M. Barthelemy by Saravana Mudali. I th ink 
he proposed 25,000 for the Vill iyanallur and 
Bahur countries. This is the news. 

Sunday, April 6.2—I visited the Governor 
this morning, when he asked me if his seal 
had been finished. I said it would be ready 
in three days. 

Sic. But see below. 2 27th Panguni, Bhava. 
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Then he asked about the complaints written 
by the European at Utramallftr against the 
amaldar of that place. I replied, 'For the 
sake of ten fanams, the European there wi th 
the help of some people is hindering the amal-
dar's work, and then writes here after raising 
disturbances there. This sort of thing happen­
ed in M, Dupleix' time ; and he, knowing al l 
this, ordered the commandant not to interfere 
wi th the country or the amaldar, but look 
after the fort and troops, obtaining what he 
needed from the amaldar. M. Godeheu did 
the same.' 

He then continued, ' Porto Novo is a sea. 
port; could such a thing happen there ?' 1 
replied, ' The merchants there have agreed to 
pay in ready money; but if disputes arise, 
they may offer to pay in k ind ; so if Europeans 
interfere, how can the Company get money ? I 
have leased out the whole country.' Thereupon 
the Governor wrote in his own hand how the 
Europeans should behave, and returned the 
several letters to M. Chevreau, telling him to 
add it to the four letters and despatch them. 

Yesterday afternoon, I sent for writer 
Rangappa Mudali and told him to bring the 
inhabitants of the Villiyanallur, Bahur and 
Valudavur countries to visit the Governor. 
He replied that they had already visited the 
Governor four times this year, at the festival, 
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etc., and asked how they could pay him another 
visit. I replied in anger, ' How dare you 
contradict me ? Is the country yours or is it in 
your charge ? You are but a writer, and must 
obey me, instead of doing as you please. So 
bring them all to-morrow morning to visit the 
Governor.' He then said that he had no 
money. I asked him where was the money 
collected from the country. He replied that 
he had paid it al l in yesterday. I then told 
him to borrow. He asked what should be 
done about M. Duploix' jaghir, Valudavur. I 
advised him to speak to M. Delarche about it 
and do as he advised. So he went, and, re­
turning in about half an hour, said that he 
had received orders. I then told him to bring 
them al l this morning. Accordingly a messen­
ger came and said that Rangappa Mudali had 
come wi th al l and requested a gate-pass for 
the Fort. I got one and sent h im away with 
i t . Then the Villiyanallur, Bahur and Valu­
davur people came wi th music and dancing, 
and I presented them to the Governor. The 
Vill iyanallur and Bahur people gave a nazar 
of 100 gold mohurs according to custom, and 
the Valudavur people the same. The Ariyan-
kuppam people gave a nazar of 11 pagodas. 
A l l then received rose water and pan supari, 
and, before taking leave, they said, ' We have 
lived under. the French flag for 5 years 
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receiving our share of the crop without 
disputes. Be pleased to allow this to conti­
nue.' They were told that it should be so, and 
sent away. 

When all had gone, the Governor asked me 
if I had brought any letters. I replied, ' There 
are several, which may be dealt w i th one by 
one.' He then went into his room. Vlnayaka 
Pil lai then brought h im a letter and talked 
wi th him. As Savarirayan and Kamalinga 
Pil lai were waiting outside, I think that Vina-
yaka Pillai's letter proposed sending them to 
Srirangam. Then I took leave and came home 
at noon. 

I think the Governor asked about the 
letters because of my promise on the 4th to 
give him an account of all that had been done 
in M. Barthelemy's time, but this did not occur 
to me at the moment. 

Monday, April 7.1—When I went to the 
Fort this morning, the Governor was going 
about the Fort inspecting the comptoir, liquor, 
broad-cloth' and cloth-godowns besides the 
armoury and various other godowns. Lastly 
he inspected the sorting-godown. He smiled 
when he saw the stage erected, and, going 
upstairs, called for me. When I went, he 
asked about Nandi Raja, Papayya Pillai and 

1 28th Panguni, Bhava. 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 239 

the country affairs. I replied, 'Nandi Raja 
s t i l l owes a balance of 22 lakhs of rupees to us, 
and to Morari Rao ten or twelve lakhs. 
M. Godeheu promised to pay Morari Rao when 
Nandi Raja paid his dues. Salabat Jang has 
been claiming three or four crores as due to 
h im ; he has obtained four or live lakhs from 
the Nawabs of Cuddapah, Kandanur and 
Adoni, but has spent this on his camp ; and 
he is marching towards Mysore to satisfy his 
claims. The Raja of Mysore and Nandi Raja 
are on ill-terms, as the latter owes us large 
sums and has spent here four crores without 
the Raja's permission. And Nandi Raja 
blames us in every letter, but ignores what he 
owes us.' The Governor replied that al l this 
could be settled when Nandi Raja came here. 

I then continued, ' M. Godeheu's first object 
was to secure peace ; so in October he agreed 
that each side should enjoy what country it 
possessed. M. Dupleix had declared that 
Arcot was ours, though the English had seized 
i t , and that it should be retaken as soon as 
troops arrived from Europe. At that time, the 
troops were a l l at Aurangabad, Masulipatam 
or Trichinopoly. As we had few men here, 
the English took this opportunity to conquer 
extensive countries. Affairs would have gone 
better if M. Godeheu, who arrived at that 
time, had insisted on seizing half the country ; 



240 THE DIARY OF [APR. 7, 

but, as he d i d not do so, many places conti­
nued in the Engl ish possession w i t h only a 
few ou t ly ing places in ours. As M. Godeheu 
and M. Barthelemy d i d nothing, the Engl i sh 
claimed country y ie ld ing one or two lakhs 
after the agreement had been made. Besides 
this, they have la te ly seized the Madura, 
Nadumandalam and Tir inevelly countries, 
y i e ld ing 16 lakhs of rupees. Such is the state 
of affairs in the country. '—' M. Godeheu 
behaved w i t h o u t foresight. We w i l l see,' the 
Governor said. 

The Governor then asked about Papayya 
P i l l a i . I replied, ' M. Godeheu imprisoned 
Papayya P i l l a i on August 14, sealed up 
his houses, etc., and imprisoned his people. 
This caused much alarm, and, if he had 
struck the hot i ron, and ordered the accounts 
to be produced and examined, large sums 
w o u l d have been collected. Instead, M. De-
larche (M. Duple ix ' procurateur) was entrust­
ed w i t h the management of the country and 
the examination of the accounts. Papayya 
Pil lai 's people were released, the seals were 
taken off his houses, he himself was 
treated k i n d l y , and the accounts checked only 
in name. This emboldened people and the 
affair was spoilt. In M. Duple ix ' t ime, an 
account had been given in of 8 lakhs due f rom 
Papayya P i l l a i and 4 lakhs due from his 
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people—12 lakhs in a l l . B u t he1 went away 
w i t h o u t examining i t . 2 He now says he has 
obtained a release f rom M. Dupleix. '—'Never­
m i n d the release,' the Governor said, ' how 
much is he w o r t h ?' I replied, ' He is wor th 
four or five lakhs of rupees, and I know that he 
has p u t his weal th in to safe places outside.1— 
' Is tha t a l l ?' he asked. I replied, ' The affair 
has been spoilt, and i t w i l l be very difficult 
to settle i t now. That w o u l d not have been 
the case before. His man, Sama Rao, falsified 
the m i l i t a r y accounts to the extent of 80,000 
rupees and secured the amount. Mahadeva 
A y y a n , Papayya P i l l a f s man, to ld me of this 
and I to ld M. Godeheu, who ordered me to 
enquire d i l igen t ly in to the affair. When I 
imprisoned and questioned h i m , he agreed to 
pay 10,000 rupees through Ba l i Chetti . J Jut 
then M. Godeheu departed, and M. Barthelemy 
and his clubash Raman reconciled Mm and 
Mahadeva A y y a n and sent them w i t h troops to 
Elavanasur.3 M. Godeheu d id not enquire 
wha t guards and jemadars had been maintained 
in M. Duple ix ' t ime, but left a l l that to the 
major for a whi le . So Naroj i and others raised 
a l i t t l e money for the major, M. Barthelemy, 
and his dubash Raman, and thus managed 

1 Quere, Dupleix or Godeheu. 
2 i.e., Papayya Pillai's account. 
' Cf. Ranga Pillai's letter printed in the Appendix, 

31 
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the affair. Then M. Godeheu entrusted the 
matter to me. ' A l i Khan and others canie and 
offered me a month's pay, amounting to 54,000 
rupees, if I could get them their arrears. But 
then, M. Godeheu returned to Europe. When 
M. Barthclemy sent Sama Kao and Mahadeva 
Ayyan to camp wi th troops, it was agreed to 
give M. Barthelemy a month's pay, and Raman, 
his dubash, half a month's pay. ' A l i Khan 
and others said that their remaining here 
would be useless, so they departed.' A l l these 
details I had noted on a paper which I gave 
to the Governor, saying, 'Pray, don't th ink 
that I am complaining against a gentleman. 
I am only reporting this because al l profits 
since your arrival should go to you.' The 
Governor replied that M. Barthelemy had 
visited him yesterday evening, and said that a 
sum had been arranged in the matter of the 
troops. I observed that he knew what I 
should write, and so, being on the alert, had 
reported thus. 

Afterwards I gave him the French trans­
lation of Yachappa Nayakkan's Persian letter. 
He asked when a reply should be written. 
I replied that none need be sent at present 
and that I would tell him when it should be 
done. 

I then said that the killedar of old Gingee 
was coming to visit h im wi th an elephant. 
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6 Why an elephant ?' he asked. ' Won't they 
give money ?' I said I would ask and inform 
him. He asked how many elephants M. Du-
pleix had. I replied,' He had twelve elephants, 
but sold three ; but, as he had Valudavur, 
yielding a lakh of pagodas, besides the 
Masulipatam jaghir, he considered himself a 
mansabdar of the Padshah, and spent money 
lavishly. You have succeeded him, so you 
are now the Padshah's mansabdar. Only you 
need a jaghir.' He smiled and nodded. 

M. Desfresnes then came, so I went out. 
As he was departing afterwards, I told him al l 
were expecting the sale of Viil iyanallur and 
Bahur. He went away, saying that the 
Governor had decided in my favour. 

The Governor again called me and asked 
about Papayya Pillai . 1 replied, ' What can be 
done now that the opportunity has been lost ? 
Nothing can be sfot without much trouble, by 
frightening people and preparing accounts.' 
M. Boyelleau then came, so I went out. When 
he was leaving, he came up to mo and said, 
' You have settled Papayya Pillai's affair for a 
very l i t t le sum. Why did you not get a fat 
one ?' I replied, ' How can I know the Gover­
nor's mind ? If I mentioned a large sum, it 
would have to be realized.'—'But the sum 
ought not to have been fixed so low/ he said. 
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Then he went. I took leave, when M. Barthe-
lemy was coming, and I came home. 

Seshadri Pillaj of Chingleput, who has 
arrived from Sadras, waited at my agraharam 
over an hour after sunrise to-day so as to reach 
my house after tyajyam.1 There I found him 
when I arrived home after gunfire. He related 
his going and return. I said that, as tho month 
of Chittirai2 was approaching, the marriages 
must be settled. He replied that he had made 
enquiry but could find no suitable g i r l ; 
however Maharaja Rajasri Tirumalairaya 
Pil lai was coming to-morrow when the affair 
might be settled. I replied that it ought to be 
settled without more delay. Then 1 went to 
my office. 

Tuesday, April 8.3—This morning I went to 
the Fort and paid my respects to M. Guillard, 
who said that he had received rupees and' 
pagodas on the appointed date, and desired me 
to bring M. Barthelemy's receipt for what I had 
paid, so that, when he had seen i t , he could 
give me a receipt for the whole amount. I 
sent a man at once to fetch it and went up­
stairs to the Governor. A council was being 
held about sending M. Goupil to Trichinopoly, 

1 One of the two inauspicious parts of the day. 
2 Panguni, Chittirai, Vaigasi, Am and Tai are generally the 

months for marriages. 
3 29th Panguni, Bhava. * 
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so I wai ted outside. M. Goupi l , after tak ing 
leave, came up to me and said,'I am going to 
Tr ichinopoly. I do not know who is coming as 
dubash instead of Paramananda P i l l a i ; but 
Ramalinga P i l l a i is also coming. If you have 
any th ing to be done there, t e l l me, and I w i l l 
see to i t . ' I replied, ; I am glad that you are 
going. On your a r r iva l at Srirangam, explain 
the coral and Tura iyu r affairs to Nand i Raja 
and get them settled. '—'Certainly, ' he said, 
L but wr i t e and remind me after my arr ival . ' 
So saying he departed. 

I then spoke w i t h M. Lenoir who to ld me 
the Governor's intentions and what was ifoiiig 
to be done. Then M. Barthelemy's receipt came 
and I took i t to M. Gui l l a rd . H a v i n g read i t , 
M. Gu i l l a rd said, before M. Bourquenoud, 
M. Carvalho, and his own wri ter , tha t the 
receipt was not w r i t t e n in the usual form and 
that therefore he w o u l d see about it and give 
a receipt for the whole sum to-morrow. I have 
now paid M. Gu i l l a rd 19,800 pagodas in Porto 
Novo, Star and Pondichery pagodas, or 72,270 
rupees, at the average rate of 365 rupees per 
100 pagodas. I have also paid 1,10,000 rupees in 
rupees and 30,000 rupees to M. Barthelemy—in 
a l l 2,10,270l rupees. Besides this, 25,682 rupees 
have been paid to the sepoys out of the revenue 

1The total should be 2,12,270 rupees. 
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collections. I therefore asked M. Gu i l l a rd to 
give me a receipt for the entire sum of 2,37,9821 

rupees. He said he w o u l d give a receipt to­
morrow for 2,12,270 rupees paid here, and 
another receipt for the second amount, when 
the orders for paying 25,682 rupees to the 
sepoys had come i n . He then gave me leave. 
When I came out, I met M. du Bausset who 
said I had made no enquiries for h i m when 
he had been sick. I replied, ' I went to see you 
thrice, but each t ime I was sent away from 
your door, as you could not see me. I d i d not 
therefore forget to enquire after your health. 
If they d i d not i n fo rm you, what can I do ? ' 

M. Mi ran then came, complaining that no 
vil lage had been given h i m . I replied that a l l 
the villages were his and that he and I were 
the same. He observed, 'The Governor can 
hold his breath as w e l l as a diver. If 
he just listens, and keeps b i t i ng his hand­
kerchief in silence, remember that the affair 
w i l l not prosper; but whatever he says 
may be regarded as if it had been cut on 
stone ; he does one day or another whatever 
he promises ; he never forgets.' I replied, 
' True ; M. Boyelleau said just the same yester­
day afternoon when I was t a l k i n g to h i m . I 
am the Padshah's mansabdar of 3,000 horse 

1 The amount should be 2,37,952 rupees 
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and Annaswami of 1,500 ; so that I am really 
a mansabdar of 4,500 horse. All this I owe to 
you and your kindness, as I never forget. 
I do not serve for the sake of gain. What is 
more important than honour ?' M. Miran re­
plied, ' I have told the Governor that a writer 
cannot use a roundel or a palankin. Because 
you go out w i th two roundels, should he1 also 
use them ? He should be deprived of his 
roundel and palankin. He may use them out­
side, but not here. I have told the Governor 
that he should not be allowed to use a 
roundel, and I am sure he w i l l do as T said.' 

He added that no news had come from 
Karikal about the coral people's payment and 
that they had not settled their accounts with 
M. Cornet here who was asking about i t . I 
replied that everything should be settled with­
out delay. On the stroke of noon, I came home. 

Wednesday, April 9.2—This morning I went 
to the Fort, to pay my respects to the Governor, 
and waited. The Governor sent for me to his 
room. When I went in , he asked what Nandi 
Raja had written. I related to h im Nandi 
Raja's first appearance, his quarrel wi th 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan after Chanda Sahib's 
death, his friendship w i t h M. Dupleix, and the 
20 lakhs of rupees owed to us. He asked how 

1 Vinayaka Pillai . 2 30th Panguni, Bhava. 
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the money could be recovered. I said that he 
w o u l d only pay if we pressed for i t . He said 
he had heard that he had nothing. I then 
explained f u l l y the relations between Nand i 
Raja and the lord and master of Mysore, the 
character of the people there, and the way 
in w h i c h money migh t be got by pressing 
Nandi Raja. He then gave me the letter to 
be translated in to French. 

He next asked the V i l l i y a n a l l u r news. 
I replied, ' Venkatachala Chett i has arrived. 
Vinayaka P i l l a i offered 23,000 pagodas ; but 
24,000 pagodas shall be given to the Company 
as rent and 20,000 rupees to your honour. The 
lease w i l l r u n f rom Ju ly 1755, and t i l l then i t 
can be managed by a paid agent.'—' So be i t , ' 
the Governor said. I therefore summoned 
Venkatachala Chett i who gave h i m the 
diamond r i ng w o r t h 220 pagodas, formerly 
presented by the Company's merchants as their 
nazar, and w h i c h I had provided for his v is i t . 
The Governor, cal l ing his secretary, to ld h i m 
to wr i te out the contract for 24,000 pagodas, as 
rent for V i l l i y a n a l l u r and Bahur from Ju ly 13. 
I t o ld Venkatachala Chett i to wa i t outside. 

He then asked how much M. Delarche was 
wor th . I replied,' His original property, wha t 
he acquired by M. Duple ix ' favour after Nasir 
Jang's death, and his profits in five months 
after M. Godeheu's coming and dur ing 
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M. Barthelemy's management—all this amounts 
to about 10 lakhs of rupees.' He then asked 
wha t M. Barthelemy was wor th . I replied 
that his profits at Madras, at K a r i k a l and since 
M. Godeheu's departure in the affair of the 
sepoys and by means of Vinayaka P i l l a i , 
M a b M e v a A y y a n and Sama Eao, amounted to 
three or four lakhs of rupees. He then asked 
wha t M. Duple ix was wor th . I replied that 
there was no l i m i t to his wealth, for he had 
obtained a l l the weal th of Nasir Jang, the 
subahdar of the Deccan, after his death, w i t h 
such rubies, diamonds, emeralds and pearls 
as not even lords and princes could buy one of. 
He then asked about M. Bussy's. I said that he 
was a second Salabat Jang, who no longer 
desired to re turn hither, for he already owned 
a crore. ' What other Europeans have made 
money ?' he asked. I replied, ' Every officer 
has made lakhs, not here, but when he was 
abroad.'1—' A n d who are the r ich Tamils ?' 
he asked. I replied, ' M. Duple ix was so clever 
at securing money that he sucked the people 
dry, so what is left ?' 

Then he asked about K a r i k a l . I described 
the earnings of the people there, and the means 
by w h i c h they made them. When he asked 

1 Leyrit himself wrote later on, " Le militaire en general eat 
aujourdhuy trop riche. Les principaux ont ete gates par les com-
mandemens qu'ils ont eus pendant Ia guerre." 
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about Paramananda P i l l a i , I described h i m 
and Ramalinga P i l l a i also. He asked about 
Masulipatam and I t o ld h i m about the money 
made there by Mandala Reddi. 

Just then the Secretary brought the 
contract for V i l l i y a n a l l u r and Bahur, for the 
signatures of the Governor and the rest of 
council, except M. du Bausset who is sick. 
As we were t a lk ing thus, M. Barthelemy's 
a r r iva l was reported ; but the Governor sent 
word to h i m to wai t . So he waited. 

A l l say that the Governor, who usual ly 
says nothing, uttered at least a thousand 
words to-day, and I four thousand. At half-
past eleven I and the Governor came out. He 
came down to inspect M. Godeheu's c lo th 
that is being packed, and the Math i r ipakkam 
cloth, 4 cubits wide and 32 cubits long ; he 
remarked that better kinds of cloths could be 
had in Bengal ; then he looked at the bel l 
that M. Duple ix got f rom Europe for 60,000 
rupees. At last he went upstairs. I took 
leave and came home. 

Thursday, April 10}—When I had paid my 
respects and reported the news to the Governor 
at the Fort this morning, he took me apart 
in to his room and asked the news, I first 
gave h i m the Governor's new seal w i t h w h i c h 

1 Ini Chittirai, Yuva. 
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he was pleased.1 Then I gave him the French 
translation of Nandi Raja's letter and the 
French wri t ing about Vinayaka Pillai's affair. 
He remarked that Vinayaka Pillai was said to 
be involved in debt. I replied, ' What of that ? 
His debts may amount to ten or twenty 
thousand in small sums, but his property 
must have been worth four or five lakhs, out 
of which M. Dupleix swallowed 2 lakhs, as he 
complained to M. Godeheu. Even now he 
manages the household affairs of M. Barthe-
lemy, M. Delarche and M. du Bausset. His 
pay is only two pagodas, so how did he come 
by so much ? Neither by trade nor as a renter, 
but by thievery he got it all . Men would 
give a lakh of rupees every year for his 
appointment. His cousin, Parasurama Pillai, 
who formerly held the post, is here. He offers 
to pay 50,000 rupees if he does not prove the 
other to be worth three lakhs of rupees.' I 
then introduced Parasurama Pillai who 
offered a nazar of 500 pagodas, and narrated 
the circumstances of his case. The Governor 
nodded, gave him rose water and pan supari, 
and told h im to wait outside. 

The Governor then asked about Papayya 
Pillai . I related his whole story—his former 
beggary, his being made by Madame Dupleix, 

1 The seal or * chop ' with the Governor's name and titles in Per­
sian, used to authenticate the Country Correspondence. 
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the consequent mismanagement of affairs, and 
his profits and those of his people to the r u i n 
of a l l business. Thereon the Governor said 
that, if that was so, half the people of the 
t o w n should be imprisoned, but that w o u l d 
not look wel l . ' No such thing, ' I replied ; 
' if a couple were imprisoned or pressed, the 
rest wou ld come w i t h offers of their own 

. accord.' He answered that the Company's 
business must be remembered as w e l l as 
one's own. 1 replied, ' The Company's busi­
ness must come first ; then private affairs 
w i l l prosper. Vinayakan has given Rama-
l ingam a palankin and sent h i m to 
Trichinopoly. First his affair and that of 
Paramanandan must be settled. He1 should 
be sent for immediately. ' He agreed to do so ; 
and asked what reply should be wr i t t en to 
Nandi Iiaja. I replied that it should r u n as 
follows :—' I am much pleased w i t h your 
letter of congratulation on my appointment. 
I w i l l show you more kindness than d i d 
M. Godeheu. But let not the moneys owing 
to us be forgotten.' He to ld me to wr i te this 
out in French and asked i f he would pay i f 
pressed. ' Undoubtedly, ' I replied ; ' Salabat 
Jang is coming ; and astrologers say that from 
Ju ly 13 a l l our affairs w i l l prosper and we 

1 i.e, Ramalingam 
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shall ho ld large countries. The English and 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan have now taken from 
us Madura, Tinnevel ly, Nadumandalam, etc. 
We must not stand idle but take suitable 
measures.'—'What you say is t r ue ' ; the 
Governor said, ' but there must be no room for 
complaint. Our conduct must be just and 
proper. So reflect over this and t e l l me. I 
w i l l do as you say. D i d M. Duple ix really 
believe in astrology ?' T replied, ' He had no 
fa i th in astrology u n t i l two predictions had 
been ful f i l led ; then he believed ; and was 
enabled to secure the capture of the ships, the 
t ak ing of Madras, the defeat of the English, the 
deaths of Anwar-ud-din Khan and of Nfisir 
Jang, the conquest of countries and the acqui­
si t ion of wealth. '—' Who foretold these ?' he 
asked. I replied that the predictions were 
made by Malabar astrologers, whose predic­
tions always prove true. ' What do they fore­
t e l l n o w ? ' he asked. I replied that they 
expected great good fortune. I t h i n k he now 
believes in astrology. Thus to-day we 
discussed several affairs. His manner of 
questioning and t r a in of thought make me 
t h i n k that he has many things in view. 

M. Desfresnes came and said that 4,000 
rupees had been offered for the old Nayinar's 
affair. The Governor asked how a European 
could know of that. I replied that it must have 
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been mentioned before his ar r iva l , and ta lked 
of since. i Europeans ought to know noth ing 
of these matters,' the Governor said. I then 
related f u l l y the Nayinar's affair and pacified 
h i m . 

I gave the Governor the or iginal and the 
French translation of Nandi Raja's letter, 
obtained and sent by M. Dusaussaye, the 
commandant at Srirangam, saying that in 
Paramananda Pillai 's t ime M. Maissin had 
received some money but that not a cash had 
been given to the present commandant. 

I also gave h i m the originals and the 
French translations of the two cadjan letters 
received from Karungul i . He took them, and 
asked the news of Nand i Raja. I replied that 
he had given up his hopes of this place, for 
the Engl ish and Muhammad ' A l i Khan had 
seized his countries of Madura, Tinnevel ly 
and Nadumandalam, about wh ich he had 
w r i t t e n to M. Godeheu and M. Barthelemy in 
va in , so that as peace had been made for 18 
months, he would no longer stay at Srirangam 
but wou ld depart. The Governor observed 
that M. Godeheu d i d business hastily, w i thou t 
sufficient forethought. 

I then said that the Srirangam people had 
agreed to pay a l a k h of rupees a year if the 
Arumpatai 's place were given to them. The 
Governor said that Yinayakan had the post 
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and asked wha t should be done. ' W h o is 
he ?' I replied. ' Is not the Arumpata i merely 
a Fort wr i te r on da i ly pay ? What has he to do 
w i t h it ?'—' I w i l l see about i t , ' he said. Then 
I took leave and came home. 

Friday, April 11.1—I went and paid my 
respects to the Governor this morning 
when he was at the sorting-godown in the 
Fort. He returned my compliments. Th i r ty -
two bales of Yanam cloth have been 
packed. Some Europeans then came and 
ta lked to h i m , but the Governor, making 
them no answer, took me upstairs and 
gave me a letter about the flight of Nand i 
Raja, saying, c See, he has r u n away.' I replied, 
' D i d I not t e l l you so yesterday ? He has lost 
a l l hope of this place. The Mysore people too 
keep w r i t i n g to h i m that he has spent three 
crores for no th ing ; so he can hope nothing 
from them. A n d now as Salabat Jang (Nasir 
Jang's younger brother) is in those parts, pre­
par ing to attack Mysore, he w i l l go to h i m w i t h 
promises of large sums, in order to get his 
help to capture Trichinopoly. ' The Governor 
asked what Salabat Jang could do if the 
French and the Engl ish attacked h i m . I re­
p l ied , ' How can you do so ? In M. Dupleix's 
t ime he was demanding 130 lakhs of rupees as 

12nd Chittirai, Yuva. 
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due to him, and 1x0 demanded s t i l l larger sums 
from M. Godeheu. He wants to recover a l l 
this, and is coming hungrily w i t h 25,000 Mara-
tha horse, besides his own 20,000 horse—45,000 
in all—and many foot, guns, cannon, etc. On 
his arrival, the killedars and poligars w i l l a l l 
join him ; the English and Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan hold many countries, whereas we bold 
only a few villages near the Bounds. If he 
claims that, as he gave us the country, we are 
responsible for the revenues, we must seize 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan and strive to defeat his 
English allies who hold the country. So how 
can we join the English against h im ?' The 
Governor replied, ; In that case, M. Godeheuhas 
managed things without knowledge or fore­
thought. I am sorry I came here.' I replied, 
' M. Godeheu was sent as Commander-General; 
and what did he care ? M. Dupleix perceived 
his responsibility, but not so much as M. 
Lenoir who strove to complete whatever he 
began. M. Dupleix would begin business w i t h 
ardour like M. Lenoir, but never completed i t , 
though, as he felt his responsibility, the frui t 
ripened and decayed at the appointed seasons. 
But now that you are responsible for al l things, 
let affairs be first well-examined and then well-
managed.' As M. Desfresnes then came, I went 
out, to allow him to talk to the Governor. He 
departed on the stroke of nine, and I was 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAl 257 

again sent for, so I went i n . On seeing me, 
he said, ' Nand i Raja has departed ; and a letter 
must be w r i t t e n to M. Dusaussaye, the com­
mander. Our debts are not secure. What 
should be said to h im . ' I replied that a strict 
letter must be w r i t t e n to h i m . ' But what can 
he do,' he asked, ' now that Nand i Raja has 
cheated us and gone away ?' I answered,' Can 
that be said ? W h y was he posted there ? He 
has received some 50,000 or 60,000 ; and if he 
now writes to say that he has received nothing 
f rom Nand i Raja's hand, but that the latter 
has departed, should wo not ask h i m w h y he 
was sent there and te l l h i m that he is respon­
sible for N a n d i Raja?' The Governor asked 
wha t he could have done, since the other had 
horse and other troops. ' W h y ?' I answered ; 
' what could N a n d i Raja's horse and troops 
have done, if M. Dusaussaye had drawn his 
sword, and, placing i t a t his belly, to ld h i m 
to remain ?' He smiled and said, ' That is true ; 
as large sums are due to mo, I w i l l wr i te 
s t r ic t ly to M. Dusaussaye.' 

Then I brought Kas tu r i Rangayyan, the 
Tura iyur v a k i l , to v i s i t the Governor w i t h a 
nazar of 400 pagodas. I t o l d the Governor 
tha t the former poligar had formerly conducted 
himself to the satisfaction of the French 
Governor, but that N a n d i Raja had then 
hindered h i m f rom doing so, for his own 
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purposes, and against our interests, d r i v ing 
out the poligar and appointing another; 
I related his residence at Ar iya lu r , and Nand i 
Raja's booty when the town was plundered. 
When I had finished, the Governor said that 
he wou ld punish iNandi Raja properly for 
his behaviour. Thereupon I to ld Kastur i 
Rangayyan to wa i t outside and said*to the 
Governor, ' Y o u have come as Governor, and 
know your responsibilities. As each man has 
done as he pleased, affairs are upside down. 
But i f you w i l l act w i t h circumspection, you 
w i l l obtain wealth and glory and the Company 
w i l l prosper.' When I thus opened a l l affairs 
to h i m , his m i n d was troubled, and he asked 
what could be done. I to ld h i m not to despair 
and related in order a l l that had happened up to 
to-day, from the seizure of ships by the English 
and the capture of Madras and what the astro­
logers had predicted, and added, ' The astro­
logers' prophecies al ways prove true. The new 
year has commenced, and this year Salabat 
Jang w i l l come into these parts. He w i l l 
demand the surrender of our countries so that 
he may demand theirs of the English, appoint 
our friends over them and strengthen our 
armies. This w i l l br ing you much gain.' He 
replied,' Y o u seem to have great f a i th in pre­
dictions. But what if Salabat Jang does not 
come ?' I replied that he could not depart, for 
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the Kis tna w o u l d be f u l l in May owing to the 
rains on the west, so that he could only cross 
after the middle of November. I added, 4 He 
w i l l v i s i t Mysore, Tanjore, Tr ichinopoly and 
Arcot , settle affairs and collect his dues, and 
then re turn in mid-November. He has wr i t t en 
to Abd-ul -wahab Khan ordering h i m to qu i t 
the T i m i r i , etc., forts ; and the latter at once 
wrote to Muhammad ' A l i . Thus what I have 
said w i l l happen, nor can the sha strati be 
mistaken.' When I thus spoke in detail of the 
shdstras, he agreed, and spoke of business. 

Afterwards he spoke of important matters 
and the reasons of his strict management ; 
and I replied to h i m f rankly . He said that 
M. Dusaussaye had been deceived and got 
noth ing from Nand i Raja. I replied, ' Not he 
but you have been deceived by the letter he 
sent f rom Nand i Raja, saying that he had 
received nothing from h i m . He took notes 
f rom Nand i Raja for 5,000 rupees every month 
and reported that Nand i Raja had paid this 
for the expenses. Careful i n q u i r y w i l l prove 
whether he was deceived or whether you were 
deceived by that letter.'—' It may be so,' he said. 

The Secretary was t o ld the day before 
yesterday to wr i t e out the contract and get 
an agreement from the lessees of Rahur and 
V i l l i y a n a M r . Accordingly the deed was 
w r i t t e n out by the notary and signed to-day by 
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the Governor and the councillors. Guntur 
Venkatachala Clietti 's signature has s t i l l 
to be obtained. After t a l k ing t i l l noon, 1 
took leave and came out. Then I met Guru-
vappa Chetti and E l l a P i l l a i who said that 
they were surprised to see tha t the Governor, 
who scarcely speaks to any one for fear of 
t i r i n g his tongue, had been t a l k i n g to me 
for three hours. I asked them how they 
knew. They said that they had seen us ta lk­
ing in the mirror . Then I came home, ate and 
was l y i n g down in my room when news came 
that Srinivasa Pandit (Ramanji Pandit's elder 
brother) had died suddenly. I said that this 
was an un lucky t ime for Ramanji Pandit as 
his younger brother had lost his wits and died, 
and as his elder brother was now dead ; 
Ramanji Pandit is not so intel l igent as he used 
to be and 1 have to drag h i m along. 

Saturday, April 12.1—A letter from Tyagap-
pan's younger brother came to-day from Sri-
rangam saying :—' H a r i Singh and Manoj i are 
coming from Tanjore to confer w i t h Muham­
mad ' A l i Khan. The M n a ' s horse and 
Salabat Jang have invaded Mysore, seizing a 
for t near by ; they have k i l l e d many Mysore-
ans and are closely besieging Seringapatam. 

1 3rd Chittirai, Yuva. 
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The dalavai Devaraja Udaiyar, who has 
been sickly, is dead ; the place is to be given to 
another ; and the k ingdom is f u l l of troubles. 
Nandi Raja was therefore urgent ly desired to 
come at once. He set out on the n igh t of the 
8th. The people at Srirangam and those who 
came w i t h N a n d i Raja have gone away. 
Nand i Raja said that he w o u l d leave Thana 
Singh and Hyder ' A l i Khan at Srirangam ; but 
he has not done so. The commander has 
mounted cannon on the Raijcujopuram, and 
posted in fan t ry along the roads ; Nand i Raja 
proposed terms, but the commandant dis­
approved. When it was so, Nand i Raja de­
parted. When the Engl ish and Malifuz Khan 
attacked S i v i l i Thevan, the latter w i t h Muda-
miah f e l l upon Malifuz Khan's camp and slew 
many, on w h i c h Malifuz Khan's army is 
retreating by way of Madura to the fort. The 
Tanj ore army attacked Vel la iyan Servaikaran,1 

but the latter slew many, and the former re­
treated in to Tanjore in order to collect troops 
and attack h i m again. Salabat Jang has 
desired Muhammad ' A l i Khan to br ing money, 
but the latter has replied that he has none 
and therefore he cannot go.' 

Sunday, April 13.2—When I was at home 
this morning, I to ld Viraraghava P i l l a i to fetch 

Cf, p. 210, n. 1, supra. 2 4th Chittirai, Yuva, 
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Pennathtir Sama Rao and Mahadeva Ayyan to 
settle the accounts of the first kist. But Yira-
raghava Pillai returned, saying that they had 
refused to make any answer as they were 
responsible only to their masters, Papayya 
Pillai and Kangappa Mudali. I then came out 
and sent for Sama Kao and Mahadeva Ayyan 
who were upstairs, and asked them what was 
to be said about the accounts of the first kist. 
Pennathur Sama Rao answered that he would 
render accounts only to Papayya Pil lai and 
Rangappa Mudali his masters, and asked what 
harm there was in that. I replied, ' How 
dare you speak thus to me ? Am I not your 
and your master's master ? I w i l l give you a 
lesson.'—'What have you to do in al l these 
matters ?' he said disrespectfully. This roused 
my anger. 1 gave him two strokes w i t h my 
cane saying, ' If you do not deliver in your 
accounts, you w i l l not be let off l ightly. Ac­
cording to Papayya Pillai's accounts, lakhs of 
money are due from you and you shall pay 
them.' I ordered a peon to accompany h im 
upstairs and obtain the account of the first 
kist. He replied disrespectfully, ' Let me see 
you get i t , ' at the same time laying his hand 
upon his dagger. Immediately Bunder Ven-
kata Rao seized i t . This roused my anger yet 
more. I gave h im four blows wi th my cane, 
ordered him to be imprisoned in the choultry, 
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and then went to the Fort. As it was Sunday, 
the Governor and the councillors had gone to 
church to hear mass ; so I waited at the sorting-
godown. Àfter mass, a i l returned and went 
upstairs, whither I also went. The Governor 
talked wi th M. Desf resnes and wi th M. Barthé­
lémy in the southern hall. When thèse had 
gone, he talked to M. Boyelleau and M. Miran. 
Venkatâchalam (the choultry dubâsh's young-
er brother) then came and told the Governor, 
before M. Boyelleau and M. Miran, that, when 
he had informed M. Barthélémy of the impri-
sonment in the choultry of Pennâthûr Sâmâ 
Râo, he had been ordered to report it to the Gov­
ernor. The Governor, who is very angry wi th 
Sâmâ Râo, called me to him. When I went, 
he asked why I had not reported the facts. I 
said because so many were wi th him. There-
upon in anger w i t h Sâmâ Râo the Governor 
told me to put him in irons in the dungeon. 
This was accordingly done. I was then taken 
inside and asked for the rupees promised for 
settling the Vill iyanallûr and Bâhûr affairs. 
I saîd I would get the money in two days and 
added that the old poligar of Turaiyûr offered 
a nazar of a lakh of rupees if he were restored. 
He replied that he would do so when he had 
received a letter announcing M. Goupil's arriv­
ai. I then called in Kastûri Rangayyan, the 
vakîl ; taking from him a note for a lakh of 
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rupees, I gave it to the Governor, who pu t it 
carefully in his box. 

I then reported that Raja P i l l a i had arrived 
from Srirangam and offered 50,000 rupees to 
the Company, and 40,000 to h im, besides the 
usual rent if the lease of the Cauvery villages 
should be settled here through h i m . He said 
it should be done. Thereupon I called Raja 
P i l l a i , and, t ak ing the note from h i m , gave i t 
to the Governor. He pu t that also in to his 
box. 

I continued, 'The English are capturing 
countries up to the very fort gates. Instead 
of doing nothing, should we not wr i te to them 
properly ?' He replied, ' M. Godeheu's inquir­
ies could not settle the matter, therefore ho 
made a truce for 18 months, and went away. 
How can they raise now troubles ? This is the 
King's business and the smallest mistake w i l l 
have serious consequences.' I replied, ' B u t we 
shall not be blamed unless we do wrong. 
Some two months before M. Godeheu's depar­
ture, I explained everything to h i m and he 
wrote to Madras. The Madras people, not 
agreeing, sent two men to inspect the country 
and settle the disputes on the basis of each 
party's occupying the country in i ts possession 
on October 14. At that time, M. Godeheu 
sailed ; and afterwards M. Barthelemy could 
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not continue to act l i k e that . They are there­
fore encroaching on wha t we held on October 
14, and are making disturbances. They have 
also seized countries to the south belonging to 
Trichinopoly, Madura, Nadumandalam, Tinne-
ve l ly , etc. When they thus exceed their l imi t s , 
can we do nothing ? ' He then read the letters 
f rom the commander at Srirangam, g iv ing the 
sam3 news as I had related. Being thus satis­
fied about the injustice of the English, ho 
asked wha t should be done. I r ep l i ed , ' I w i l l 
wr i t e out for you, as I d i d for M. Godeheu, 
wha t should be done, w i t h the reasons for i t , 
so tha t you may read it and wr i t e to them. 
Formerly they wished to harm us, and by a 
t r i c k seized our ships. B u t as God is just, He 
was pleased to pu t Madras in to our hands. 
N o w that they have again transgressed their 
bounds, God w i l l not bless them w i t h suc­
cess. Besides Salabat Jang is coming here 
w i t h M. Bussy after mak ing terms w i t h 
Mysore, and he w i l l conquer many countries, 
demand money and settle affairs to our 
satisfaction. Much may thus be * done ; w h y 
then hesitate ? The Mysore dalavai is dead, 
and a new commander must be appointed. 
Yenkatapat i A y y a n , who was formerly 
Pradhani, w i l l be appointed. He desires 
our fr iendship and may help to collect the 
money w h i c h N a n d i Raja has t r icked us of. 

34 



266 THE DIARY OF [APR. 18, 

Henceforth the promises of Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan and the English w i l l not be heeded.'— 
' Wel l , ' the Governor replied, ' what you say 
is true. We must deal w i t h the English 
properly for having transgressed their l imits . ' 

He then said that I must get h i m something 
for settling the merchants' affairs. ' Certain­
ly , ' I said, ' the Company has only sixty or 
seventy-thousand pagodas and the business 
must be l imi ted to this. The merchants usually 
pay 3 per cent. If we settle for an advance 
of 10,000 pagodas to the merchants, 6,000 
pagodas for redwood, 6,000 for lungis, 6,000 for 
Kar ikal , and 7,000 for the painters, etc.—35,000 
pagodas i n a l l — I w i l l arrange w i t h them and 
get what is due to you. More advances may 
be made when the revenues come in from the 
countries, and money from Europe.'—' Very 
well , ' he replied. I replied that I would do 
this in two days, as the constellations to-day 
and to-morrow are Bharani and Krut t igai . 1 

The Governor then said, ' M. Delarche came 
to me this morning, saying that Chanda Sahib's 
business should be settled by h i m and not by 

4 the courtier. What do you say to that ?' I 
replied that not only in this but in a l l other 

1 The second and third lunar asterisms ; the former generally and 
the latter always exert an evil astrological influence. The former com­
prises 3 stars in Musca ; the latter is the Pleiades. 
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matters which Madame Dupleix had managed, 
every one had had a word. 

I then related to h im in fu l l , without con­
cealing the truth, al l the following :—Chandu 
Sahib's imprisonment in Satara ; my assisting 
his people ; my endeavours to bring him here 
from Satara and the help I gave after his ar­
r ival ; Chanda Sahib's panic on Nasir Jang's 
ar r iva l ; my management of affairs at that time ; 
Chanda Sahib's subsequent conduct; the con­
trol under which M. Dupleix kept him ; the 
nazars given by Chanda Sahib and others to 
M. Dupleix as if he had been the Company ; the 
visits paid to the Councillors' houses and the 
k ind words given to them ; M. Dupleix' press­
ing them for money ; the way in which M. 
Delarche obtained a few fanams from them1 

after [ M . Dupleix'] departure ; the false stories 
he told to M. Godeheu on his arrival about 
their being made Nawabs, so that they might 
be given presents and salutes and give presents 
in return; and the petition given to M. Godeheu 
at the time of his departure praying that the 
Company should allow them 50,000 rupees a 
year. I added, ' He is no Nawab ; he is power­
less. In the old days there were Safdar ' A l i 
Khan and Dost ' A l i Khan. In their name2 he 
accompanied Hidayat Muhi-ud-din Khan,and 

1 i.e., Chanda Sahib's family. 
2 i.e., claiming succession from them. 
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was under h i m . When the country was under 
M. Duple ix , he was under h i m also ; and was 
responsible for large sums to the Company. 
When I f a i t h fu l ly narrated wha t had taken 
place, and what should be done, he said,' Is 
that so ?' Thus he learnt everything from me. 
I took leave and came home. 

At four o'clock this afternoon a peon came 
and said that the Governor wanted me. When 
I went and paid my respects, I found M. Bar­
thelemy who had given in a w r i t i n g about 
Pennathur Sama Rao, and had been saying that 
Sama Rao was a commander of sepoys under 
his control, whom I had ordered to be seized, 
beaten and imprisoned, w i t h o u t his know­
ledge, in order to recover money from h im, that 
the Governor wi thout f u l l enquiry had pu t 
h i m in irons in the dungeon, and that he 
(Barthelemy) could not manage any business 
if matters went on thus and that none wou ld 
respect h i m or his office. When he had finished, 
the Governor turned to me and sa id , ' Y o u said 
he was a Brahman, but M. Barthelemy tells me 
he is a commander of sepoys. W h y d i d you 
have this man beaten and imprisoned wi thou t 
t e l l ing me ?'—'I am surprised at this , I 
answered. ' I s he a commander of sepoys? 
He used to be an amaldar under Papayya 
P i l la rs management, and owed four lakhs of 
rupees. He was also amaldar under Rangappa 
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M u d a l i , and he is answerable to me for the 
first k i s t account. He and Mahadeva A y y a n 
owe a l a k h of rupees. When therefore I ques­
t ioned h i m , he defied me. You , the European 
Governor, have appointed me Governor of the 
Tamils and other castes ; therefore I summon­
ed and questioned h i m ; yet he defied me. 
Should he not be punished and pu t into the 
dungeon ? I have merely done my duty, and 
wha t has M. Barthelemy to do w i t h i t ? ' 
M. Barthelemy interrupted, saying that Sama 
Kao commanded the sepoys under h i m , and 
tha t I w o u l d certainly have to pay. I replied, 
' B y no means, for I have not received and 
misappropriated 40,000 or 50,000 l ike you. 
Y o u said that you had settled Sama Rao's 
affair for 34,000 rupees and given the money 
in to M. Godeheu's hands. It was at once 
reported in conversations and petitions to M. 
Godeheu that the accounts were false. I was 
ordered to inquire in to the matter ; therefore 
I sent for and t o l d h i m to take 4,000, and pay 
in the balance of 30,000. He offered 10,000 
rupees ; but I then t o l d h i m that, if he paid 
20,000 rupees, the balance of 14,000 should be 
excused. At that t ime M. Godeheu who was 
about to leave, t o l d me to explain the affair to 
M. Leyr i t , who was coming, and have i t settled. 
There are witnesses to prove that he agreed 
to pay 10,000 rupees. As Sama Rao was an 
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amaldar, sepoys were sent w i t h h i m . B u t has 
he therefore become a commander ?' I thus 
just if ied what I had done. The Governor 
remarked that, if the o ld accounts were ex­
amined, his room w o u l d not be large enough to 
ho ld a l l the money. He ordered me to release 
Mahadeva A y y a n and take off the guards at 
Sama Rao's house. He then drove out w i t h 
M. Barthelemy, M. Boyelleau and other coun­
cillors, and I went to my office in the flower-
garden. Here I heard that Sama Kao had been 
unironed and removed to Parasurama Pil lai 's 
godown. The Governor returned to the Fort 
after his drive, and M. Barthelemy went home. 
Papayya P i l l a i who had not yet taken his food, 
Ramayya P i l l a i who had not even eaten a 
betel-nut, Ranoji and Vinayaka P i l l a i then 
complained to h i m that he1 had not yet been 
released. M. Barthelemy then wrote to the 
Governor, who threw down the letter and 
said nothing. The peon to ld M. Barthdlemy, 
that, when he went to the Governor to secure 
the release, he was dismissed angri ly . M. 
Barthelemy again wrote to the Governor 
requesting h i m to release Sama Rao at least 
at meal-times. On reading it the Governor 
appointed two soldiers and two sepoys to 
guard h i m w h i l e eating and then take h i m 
back to the dungeon. 

1 i e, Sama, Rao. 
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Monday, April 14.1—This morning I went to 
the Fort and paid my respects to the Governor. 
Europeans were talking wi th him one by one ; 
so I waited outside, meaning to go to him 
when summoned. When M. Lenoir came, I 
gave him the French wri t ing I had and re­
lated Sama Rao's serving as amaldar under 
Papayya Pillai, his arrest, his being tied to 
a tree and beaten wi th sandals, his defying 
me when I asked him for the account of 
the first kist when he was serving as amal­
dar under Rangappa Mudali, my giving him 
two blows and ordering his imprisonment in 
the choultry, M. Barthelemy's intervention 
and my reply that it was not his business, but 
mine. When M. Lenoir had read i t , he said 
that he knew all about i t , and added, ' Last 
night I and the Governor had along talk about 
this. I explained it to h im as far as I under­
stood i t . He is well disposed to you and wants 
you and himself alone to exercise authority. 
He also means to dismiss Vinayaka Pillai in 
four days and appoint another in his place. 
The Governor entirely depends upon you and 
J have spoken much to him about you. Don't 
deceive him. Promise me that you w i l l not. 
He brought from Bengal no wealth worth men­
tion except what was ready to hand. His 

1 5th Chittirai, Yuva. 
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savings have a l l been lost in two ships, and you 
must make this up to him. You must make 
h im rich, for he entirely depends upon you. I 
w i l l relate the contents of this letter to him.' 
So saying he went away. M. Boyelleau then 
came up and I showed him my writing. He 
said, ' I knew something about this, and 
have just spoken to the Governor, explaining 
matters to him as far as I could. I w i l l speak 
to him again about i t . What M. Barthclemy 
says cannot stand beside this fair statement, 
and I w i l l explain everything.' Then he went 
away. 

M. Desfresnes then came and I showed him 
also the paper. He said the same as M. 
Boyelleau and went away. As the Governor 
was talking to Europeans t i l l noon, I could not 
speak wi th him, so I came home. 

Tuesday, April 15.1—At half-past four this 
evening, I set out from the Fort for Chanda 
Sahib's house wi th music and dancers, w i th 
the Governor's palankin, the Nayinar, the 
head-peon and Yinayaka Pillai. On our arriv­
al, no conversation was exchanged, but Raza 
Sahib and ' A l i Naqi Sahib brought on two 
trays six gifts—a turban, a muhamudi, a sash, 
a girdle, some brocade and a bracelet,—three in 
each tray, and wi th one more containing pan 

16th Chittirai, Yuva, 
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supari, and presented them. After distribut­
i n g the pan supari, they ordered the trays of 
gifts to be placed in a palankin, and so we came 
out. Broadcloth was l a i d over their elephant 
w h i c h has a short t a i l and no tusks, and then 
they set out. These went first, and wo accom­
panied them to the Fort w i t h music and 
dancers ; and the presents were offered to the 
Governor in the presence of M. Delarche, M. 
Boyelleau and M. Desfresnes. Dost Muham­
mad alone of Chanda Sahib's people came w i t h 
the trays, and stood at a distance w i t h the chob-
dars. Orders were given for a salute of 19 guns 
to be fired. For quarter of an hour, thoro was 
complete silence, as if they had been so many 
flies in treacle. When at last the trays were 
taken away the Governor sent his compliments 
to Dost Muhammad. B u t in re turn for his 
prostration, he was not given rosewater or 
pan supari or a word of c i v i l i t y . The Gover­
nor then came downstairs and drove out. I 
went to my office in the f lower-garden. 

The Governor wrote a French letter of 
compliment to Salabat Jang and gave it to me 
to be translated in to Persian. I d i d accord­
ing ly and despatched i t . 

When I went to the Fort this morning, the 
Governor was in his room and the Europeans 
were w a i t i n g outside. I wai ted w i t h them. M. 
Cornet came up to me and said, ' M. Barthelemy 

35 
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has acted l ike this in anger at your not 
having given him Gingee. Why did you 
refuse ? Have you not given M. Leyrit Wandi-
wash ? If you had only given him Gingee, he 
would not have behaved so.' I replied, ' If I 
am the lessee, I can give the countries to 
whomsoever I please ; why should I do other­
wise ? I offered him Gingee on the terms 
proposed by others, but was expected to give 
it on the terms on which I held it from the 
Company. If that were done, who would 
pay the additional expenses ? So I offered it 
on the terms proposed by others. He did not 
agree and now behaves like this. Both of us 
are servants of the Company ; but different 
respect is due to one and to another ; there­
fore I have done nothing. His duty is to do 
justice alike to us who do not wear hats and 
to the Governor ; and he should not interfere in 
other things. If he seeks to drive me from my 
office, I w i l l appeal even to Europe to obtain 
justice. But if he shows me proper respect, 
I w i l l also show him the same.' 

Just then M. Miran came and complained 
that Bapu Kao was supplying him wi th bad 
betel.1 M. Cornet joined M. Miran in blaming 
Bapu Rao about this. M. Desfresnes then 
came up and M. Cornet repeated to M. Miran 

1 Betel was commonly used by Europeans at this time. 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 

and M. Desfresnes what he had said to me 
about M. Barthelemy, saying,—' I f Ranga 
P i l l a i had given M. Barthelemy Gingee, 
no mischief could have arisen ; and because 
he d i d not, M. Barthelemy acts angri ly 
as he has never done before. He s t i l l wants 
Gingee.' I asked what they thought of this 
demand. They asked M. Cornet i f i t was true. 
He said i t was, and added that M. Barthelemy 
was only angry w i t h me because I wou ld not 
give h i m Gingee. M. Desfresnes said that the 
wr i te r Rangappa M u d a l i had made the cul t i ­
vators and head-men of V i l l i y a n a l l u r pet i t ion 
the Governor, who, on reading i t , gave them no 
countenance but remained silent,on which they 
departed. I then repeated to M. Desfresnes 
what M. Cornet had said. He replied that he 
had heard i t before. 

Just then M. Leyr i t came out and said that 
the first k i s t collections f rom Wandiwash, 
24,000 pagodas or 96,000 rupees, must be 
paid along w i t h the balance. I turned to M. 
Desfresnes and M. Cornet and said that a l l 
this had happened because I had demanded 
payment of the first k i s t accounts. They said 
among themselves that the first collections 
amounted to five or six lakhs, that Rangappan1 

had paid three or four lakhs and that only two 
or three lakhs were s t i l l due to the Company. 

1 Apparently the diarist. 



276 THE DIARY OF [APR. 15, 

I hear tha t Ramakrishna Chett i has pre-, 
sented a complaint to the Governor against M. 
Mongenot's1 buying and bu i ld ing a house. The 
Governor on reading i t observed that i t was 
improper to do what had never been done here 
before, or to give one man the house of another, 
and ordered that each man should enjoy his 
own house. 

When the Governor came out of his room, I 
paid h i m my respects. He returned his com­
pliments, and tak ing me aside, asked w h y I 
had not visi ted h i m yesterday. I replied,4 I f 
the courtier's work is hindered, the place is 
not wor th having. Y o u must so manage that 
my position shall be comfortable, then I must 
satisfy you by managing your affairs w i t h care. 
How can I do that when you rob my appoint­
ment of l i fe ?' When I thus stated the case, he 
sa id , ' He 2 is a captain of sepoys, and should 
not be beaten.' I replied, ' What sort of a cap­
ta in is he ? He used to be an amaldar under 
Papayya Pi Hai by whom he was t ied up and 
beaten w i t h slippers times wi thou t number. 
W h y should I not beat h i m ? Please read this. ' 
So saying I gave h i m my w r i t i n g in French 
relating a l l that had been done to h i m . When 
he had read i t , he said, ; Many are concerned 
in this matter, a l l of whom w i l l have to be 

1 M. Mongenot made the great clock for the tower which fell down 
ia 1754. See above page 81. 

2 i.e., Sama Rao 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 277 

brought to book. I do not k n o w what the 
consequence may be. Te l l me what should be 
done.' I replied, ' W h y be afraid ? Must we 
b r ing a l l to book? If we tw i s t one or two, the 
others w i l l be alarmed and w i l l settle their 
affairs. Have not former Governors done so ? 
B u t i f you are too t i m i d , wha t affair can 
prosper ? ' As we were t a l k i n g thus, M. Bar-
thelemy and the Bishop Padre came. In the 
course of their conversation, they mentioned 
Ramakrishna Chetti's house. The Governor 
said, c I n future T a m i l houses are not to be 
seized. It has been ordered that each shall 
remain in possession of his own house.' 

Then Dost Muhammad came w i t h M. 
Desvarux to discuss Chandu Sahib's affair, 
asking that M. Delarche should act as Persian 
interpreter. The Governor asked me. I 
replied, ' He1 used to bo a lascar on a sloop. 
In M. Dup le ix ' t ime he was used as a go-
between as Muzaffar K h a n could not speak 
the language. Afterwards he was in charge 
of the sepoys for some t ime, but he was 
charged by M. Godeheu w i t h theft, and was 
shut up in the dungeon. What relationship 
is there between h i m and Cbanda Sahib ? He 
has only come on thei r behalf.'—' Is that so ? 
I hear that Chanda Sahib2 is sending presents. 

1 i.e., DOst Muhammad. 
2 The father's name thus descending to the son, just as Muhammad 

'Ali got the title of Anwar-Ud din Khan. 
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W h a t about it ?' he asked. I replied, The 
ruler of the subah of Arcot should send pre­
sents, and should receive the usual presents in 
re turn . B u t when they gave presents to M. 
Duple ix , they used to stand before h i m w i t h 
their nazar as his subordinates ; when M. 
Godeheu came, the o ld custom was aban­
doned ; he listened to others, and fired salutes 
when he received presents f rom them.' 
Thereupon the Governor asked M. Barthelemy, 
who answered tha t it was so. I was then 
taken aside and t o l d that, when they came, 
I should do noth ing but suffer M. Delarche to 
interpret in Persian ; and I was, as usual, to 
fetch the [presents] in the evening. As he 
persisted in this, I agreed. I obtained three 
orders f rom the Governor, one for 10,000 pago­
das for the Company's merchants, another for 
6,000 pagodas for Pulicat limgis, and the t h i r d 
for 6,000 pagodas for redwood. When I came 
home, I gave them to Guntur Venkatachala 
Chett i . 

Wednesday, April 16.1—At two o'clock this 
afternoon, du r ing the Simha Lagna1 

Mechiya P i l l a i came to my house w i t h his 
wi fe and twenty or t h i r t y others w i t h coco­
nuts, f r u i t , sugar, saffron, pan supart, carda­
moms, cloves, nutmeg, three women's cloths, 

1 7th Chittirai, Yum. 
* An auspicious period of this day, under the influence of Leo, 
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and three bodices, borne on silver trays by 
tali-wearing Brahman womon, in order to 
seek a wife for Chidambaranatha Pillai (Sada-
siva Pillai's son). Maharaja Eajasri Seshadri 
Pillai, Tirumalai Pillai, Nachana Pillai, my 
Gopalaswami and Viraraghu welcomed them 
and distributed sandal and pan supari to all, 
including the Brahmans, who were asked to 
sit down upstairs. When I awoke, I heard 
this news, and, in the evening, set out from 
my house, to be present at the auspicious cere­
mony of fixing the first post for the marriage of 
Kanda! Guruvappa Chetti's son.1 I then went 
to the small garden where I talked wi th 
M. Reyne and Gopalaswami, returning home 
at nine. 

Thursday, April 17.2—At five o'clock this 
evening I heard that M. Uelarche had intro­
duced Raza Sahib (Chanda Sahib's son) to the 
Governor under a salute of 21 guns. I hear 
only rosewater and pan supari were given, 
but no presents. 

This morning I asked Maharaja Eajasri 
Seshadri Pil lai and Tirumalai Pillai, Emberu-
mal Pillai, Viraraghu, Gopalaswami, Vijaya 
Pillai, Panchangan Pillai, Kut t i , Subbayyan 
(the Telugu) and Mechiya Pil lai to consider 

1 On the occasion of a marriage, a pandai (or temporary shed) is 
erected. The first post should be fixed at an auspicious moment on 
the seventh, fifth or third day before the marriage. 

3 8th Chittirai, Yuva. 
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w i t h the assistance of the Brahmans, whether 
the horoscopes1 agreed in the several points. 
I then paid my respects to the Governor at the 
Fort. 

A letter has come from Tyagayyan's 
younger brother at Srirangam, saying that 
M. Dusaussaye let Nandi Raja go in return 
for a present of 20,000 rupees, a necklace worth 
20,000 rupees, a string of pearls, and other 
jewels. I came home at noon. 

Gopalaswami then came and said that the 
horoscopes had been examined, and that those 
of Karikal Kanda Pil lai and Ponnachi agreed, 
as also those of Venkatammalpettai Chidam-
baranatha Pil lai and Nannachi ; but that 
Kulandai's did not agree wi th that of Sami 
(son of my uncle Viraraghava Pillai) though 
it did w i th Appavu's, his younger brother. 
Subba Josier of Vaippur was also there, so I 
asked him to look at the horoscopes to observe 
their good and bad fortune. His reply was 
satisfactory. 

Saturday, April 19.2—At seven o'clock this 
morning, I went to M. Leyrit, the General, 
who had yesterday given me for translation 
into French Salabat Jang's letter addressed to 
M. Godeheu, sent by Husain Khan, the ele­
phant merchant's mahout, and delivered by 

1 Of the proposed bridal couples. 
2 10th Chittirai, Yuva. 
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him w i t h nazars. I gave him the French 
translation upstairs, in the hal l running east 
and west on the north side, and paid my 
respects. There were present M. Guillard, 
M. Desfresnes, M. Cornet, M. Lenoir, M. Des-
voeux, etc. Ho asked if there was any 
news. I said I had heard that Salabat 
Jang had plundered the Mysore country, and 
was demanding five crores of rupees ; that the 
Mysore people replied that their great losses 
prevented their paying so much ; that it was 
not known how the matter would end ; and 
that Nandi Eaja had reached the fort of 
Namakkal from Srirangam. So saying, I gave 
h im Salabat Jang's Persian letter addressed to 
M. Godeheu w i t h the French translation. 
Taking them, he read the French translation, 
which states that Papayya Pillai owes Husain 
Kh&n 25,000 pagodas, that his man Anga 
Pil lai owes 29,000 rupees, and Hasan-ud-din 
Khan 7,000 pagodas, for which sums bonds had 
been given which should be realized from 
Papayya Pillai's people and given to Zuhur-
ud-din Khan (Husain Khan's son-in-law) to be 
paid to sowxar Bhema Raja ; that he can only 
pay his debts if his debtors pay him ; and that, 
as his creditors are pressing him, his dues must 
be paid to him. Having read it himself, he 
read it to M. Desfresnes, M. Guillard and the 
others. Among other things they said that. 

36 
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although he1 owed a lakh and a half of rupees, 
M. Barthelemy was urging that M. Dupleix 
had given him a release-deed to the effect that 
he had settled all that was due from the 
country down to July 1754 ; and that nothing 
more need be done. M. Cornet and others 
observed that he had lodged ten or twelve 
lakhs of rupees secretly in Madras and else­
where and plainly described his iniquities. 
The Governor and others then went down­
stairs to the comptoir. I went to the sorting-
godown, but M. Cornet wished me to accom­
pany him to see the coral weighed. I therefore 
went. After talking wi th M. Cornet and 
M. Miran, I took leave and went to my office 
in the flower-garden at half-past eleven. 

Monday, April 21.2—As I was going out 
this morning wi th my gown on to go to 
the Fort, I felt tired and sleepy. So I took 
off my gown and slept t i l l mid-day, when 
I bathed. When I was eating, a letter from 
Tyagayyan's younger brother written at Sri-
rangam on the 17th was brought to me, and 
read aloud. It says, ; M. Goupil and 
Ramalinga Pil lai have reached Srirangam. 
M. Dusaussaye the commander and M. Goupil 
joined together. Thereon Ramalingam wrote 
that things would improve if M. Maissin were 

1 Papayya Pillai. 2 12th Chittirai Yuva. 
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sent. Bu t this cadjan letter f e l l into the 
hands of M. Goupil and M. Dusaussaye, who 
ordered Ramalingam and his man Arunachalam 
to be brought, beaten w e l l and imprisoned. 
Nand i Raja who is at Namakkal fort, has 
obtained sums of five or ten thousand from the 
people under h i m , according to their respective 
salaries, to meet his expenses. In spite of the 
death of Devaraja Udaiyar at Seringapatam, 
Venkatapati A y y a n has not been appointed 
chief Pradhani1 but has only been ordered to 
supervise affairs. Two men w i t h silver staves 
have been sent to fetch Nandi Raja post-haste. 
He has resolved to go to Seringapatam 
accordingly as soon as the chobdars arrive.' 

Tuesday, April 22.2— I heard this evening 
that Eaza Sahib (Chanda Sahib's son) would be 
introduced by M. Delarche to the Governor 
to-morrow, on the occasion of his feast, and 
that the Governor had ordered 7,000 rupees 
wor th of food to be prepared. 

Wednesday, April 23.3—I presented the 
Governor this morning at the Fort w i t h a 
bouquet as it was his feast-day; the Europeans 
and the councillors w i t h their ladies were pre­
sent. When the Governor had returned after 
mass, Raza Sahib (Chandu Sahib's son) arrived 

1 The third minister in rank, usually holding the office of treasurer. 
2 13th Chittirai, Yuva. 
314th Chittirai, Yuva. 
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and the Governor advanced to the steps to meet 
h i m . His presents to the Governor were as 
follows :—A pendant set w i t h diamonds and 
rubies alternately, w o r t h 150 pagodas ; two 
bajubands set w i t h diamonds wor th 250 pago­
das ; a pair of gold knobs for a pa lankin ; a 
gold rosewater sprinkler, betel-tray and box 
w o r t h in a l l 400 pagodas ; a horse w o r t h 200 
pagodas ; and a dress of honour w o r t h 100 pago­
das—in a l l 1,400 pagodas. I m a m Sahib's son 
presented h i m w i t h two dresses of honour w o r t h 
250 rupees. The seven Company's merchants 
presented h i m w i t h 147 pagodas, 21 apiece, 
Salatu Venkatachala Chetti gave 21 pagodas, 
Kannapuram T i ruppa l i Chetti 11, Madananda 
Pandit l ive rupees and Srinivasa Kao (Papayya 
Pillai 's vak i l ) presented through a Muham­
madan fellow, two bunches of plantains, two 
jack f ru i t , and ten bambulimas.1 When a l l 
had offered their presents, the Governor gave 
Chanda Sahib's son 30 pieces of broadcloth 
w o r t h 3,000 rupees, 14 rolls of China s i lk w o r t h 
448 rupees, 2 watches wor th 400 rupees, 
7 pieces of gold lace wor th 250 rupees, 3 rolls 
each of a different colour, of velvet, 60 yards 
in a l l , wor th 960 rupees ; a r o l l of China s i lk 
w o r t h 60 rupees, two telescopes w o r t h 100 
rupees, 4 small knives, 4 pairs of scissors, 

The fruit corrupted into English as the ' Pimplenose.' 
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6 mirrors of the best qua l i ty , two baskets 
containing phials of Hungary water, a small 
gold box and four small snuff -boxes—worth 
altogether 7,000 rupees according to the Gov­
ernor's account, but only 5,500 according to 
Krishnappan, at the Fort rates. Af ter these 
presents had been given, a salute of 21 guns 
was fired and a l l were dismissed w i t h compli­
ments. I wai ted some t ime after their depar­
ture and then came home. 

Thursday, April 24.1—This morning I sent 
Ramanji Pandit and Swami Ayyangar to 
M, du Rocher w i t h French translations of 
the cult ivators ' statements that our people 
had collected the revenues in Ka rungu l i 
and Salavakkam before the English ap­
peared there. When Ramanji Pandit and 
Swami Ayyangar had done this, they reported 
tha t after reading them, M. du Eocher said 
that Kodandarama A y y a n our o ld amaldar of 
Madurantakam, who has joined the English, 
formerly sent statements proving that 
money had been collected in Madurantakam, 
so that the statements of four or l ive other 
persons must be taken w i t h o u t delay and that 
accounts must be got for the collections made 
by our people in Karungu l i and Salavakkam. 
Immediately I sent for Venkaj i Pandit 

1 15th Chittirai, Yuva. 
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(Rangappa, Muda l i , the former amaldar's man) 
and t o ld Mm to wr i te about i t . I also t o ld 
Ramanji Pandit to obtain accounts of the col­
lections, together w i t h statements f rom some 
of the cultivators in Madurantakam. 

The Governor could not sleep last n igh t by 
reason of the dancing and fire works, so he was 
s t i l l sleeping after daybreak. I went to my 
office in the flower-garden, but at nine o'clock 
when I was d r i nk ing tea I heard that the 
Governor had awakened. I went at once but 
could not see h im , al though I t r ied twice or 
thrice. 

M. Barthelemy came and talked w i t h the 
Governor t i l l noon. I waited t i l l then, and 
came home. When I was there, a chobdar 
brought a message that the Governor wanted 
me at half-past two. I sent h i m away saying 
tha t I would go accordingly. 

Afterwards Valangiman Subbayyan, who 
had taken leave of me when he set out for 
Benares on August 27,1751, visi ted me w i t h his 
kavadi1 and a tray of vessels f u l l of the Ganges 
water, and his offerings to the Gods. Immedi­
ately I went to bathe, pouring the Ganges water 
over myself,2 after wh ich I ate and visi ted 
the Governor at the Fort. After speaking 

1 The kavadi is a porter's knot; in the present case it signifies that 
used by a pilgrim carrying his temple offerings. 

9 This is considered equivalent to ablutions in the Ganges itself. 
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about a few villages, he asked the Turaiyur 
news. I said that a battle was imminent 
between the o ld and the new poligars. The 
Governor asked how the new poligar could 
be removed. I replied, ' How can a new man 
jus t ly seize the house of another who has 
long been in possession of it ? There are 72 
poligars under that country, and of a l l these, 
this man alone joined and paid us tribute, and 
acted as we desired, being under our protection. 
B u t Nandi Raja attacked h i m at a suitable time, 
dismissing h i m and appointing a new poligar. 
So can we not dismiss the new man and restore 
the former man, our a l ly ?' He replied, ' If we 
do that, Nand i Raja w i l l wr i t e objecting to i t . ' 
I replied, ' Nand i Raja w i l l object to any­
th ing , but is that a reason for doing nothing ? 
He already owes us large sums ; and yet he 
has w r i t t e n many complaints. He demands 
that we shall wr i t e letters to Salabat Jang 
and M. Bussy, saying that the whole amount 
of the peshkash money has been spent on our 
army, though we have not finished any of 
his business, and therefore asking Salabat 
Jang and M. Bussy only to collect the usual 
peshkash and re turn what has been taken in 
excess. That is the sort of t h i n g he is wr i t ing . ' 
He then asked w h y the o ld poligar had 
advanced w i t h the help of our enemy the 
Raja of Tanjore. I r ep l ied , ' What could he do 
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w i t h o u t help from Tanjore ? The place is his 
birth-place, for wh ich he w o u l d die. Formerly 
he had our protection ; and now he has given 
you a nazar of 100 pagodas besides a bond for 
a l a k h of rupees in return for your promises of 
help. The usual peshkash is 30,000 [ ], 
but he has lost his t own and country in spite 
of the lakhs he has paid ; so that he w i l l march 
w i t h the Tanjore army and seize i t , and not 
keep quiet. W h y should ho forsake his 
country ?'—' D i d we promise h i m anything ? 
the Governor asked. ' D i d you no t? ' I 
replied ; ' what can I do if you who are next 
under God, forget what you have said ?' He 
then asked if the new v a k i l who had come had 
vis i ted me. I said he had not, but that I had 
heard of his a r r iva l and of his v i s i t ing M. 
Barthelemy, his dubash Raman, Vinayaka 
P i l l a i , M. Delarche and Madananda Pandit. 
' Wel l , ' he said, ' I w i l l let you know after 
reading the Srirangam letters.' 

I then reported the news from Vriddha-
chalam that the Udaiyar's army had removed 
the toranams t ied by the Yriddhachalam poligar 
in Kajandrapattanam and Konamangalam, 
plundered the villages, and carried the people 
away to Udaiyarpalaiyam. The Governor said 
that a letter must be w r i t t e n to the com­
mander to send troops against Udaiyarpalai-
yam, as otherwise the Zamindar wou ld not keep 
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quiet. I said I had sent a man w i t h a letter 
about the peahkash, and that a reply would 
be received in four days, after which troops 
migh t be despatched. 

Then he said that the Tranquebar Keligion-
ists were disturbing our Padre's church at 
Panikkankuppam in the Venkatammalpettai 
country1 and that I must wr i te asking them to 
cease. I said I w o u l d do so. 

He said he had heard from the commander 
that the Mangattur cultivators had run away. 
I said I w o u l d enquire and let h i m know. 
I then took leave and went to my offico in 
the flower-garden. M. Dusaussaye came at 
six o'clock, talked for about an hour, and then 
departed. 

Friday, April 25.2—This morning I went to 
the Fort and paid my respects to the Governor. 
He asked the Tura iyur news. I reminded h i m 
of what I had to ld h i m yesterday and added 
that he should keep his promise to them. 
Thereon he asked if they wou ld pay the pro­
mised amount. I said the poligar was certain 
to, since he was dependent on us. He was not 
satisfied w i t h my reply, but asked again in a 
doubtful way if the money wou ld really come. 
After much ta lk , I said, ' Pray do not lose 
heart. I have warned h i m that he must pay 

Cf. pages 213 and 214 supra. 2 16th Chittirai, Yuva, 
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the amount in a fortnight or a month ; or at 
the latest in forty days. He w i l l not fai l to 
pay wi th in that time, for, in that case, your 
army w i l l be sent against h im to destroy his 
army, and obtain the promised money. There­
fore be not discouraged.'—' But you know,' the 
Governor said, ' that he has the help of the 
Raja of Tanjore and the poligar of Ariyalur.'— 
' That's so wi th the poligars,' I replied ; ' if one 
poligar is in trouble, some of the others w i l l 
help him to maintain himself. It is only 
usual.'—'But see,' the Governor said, ' M . 
Goupil has written without orders to the Raja 
of Tanjore and the poligar of Ariyalur.'—' He 
is not to blame,' I replied, ' M. Dupleix and 
M. Godeheu immediately punished those who 
disobeyed them. You do not, and this is the 
result.' He remained silent, and gave me one 
letter from Nandi Raja, and two others from 
Imam Sahib, to be translated into French. 

He said that a letter must be sent to 
Valikondapuram, as Europeans had deserted 
thither from the commander at T i r u v i t i I 
accordingly sent a letter addressed to the 
Valikondapuram man. 

I gave the Governor the French translation 
of Nandi Mja's letter to M. Dusaussaye wi th a 
Telugu translation of Nandi Baja's letter to me 
written underneath. 
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I formerly heard that Devaraja Udaiyar, 
the dalavai of Mysore, had died ; but I now 
hear that it is false, and that he is alive. 

One of Vennila Naranappa Nayakkan's 
younger sons visited me on his way from 
Madras to Negapatam to attend a marriage 
there. I supplied him wi th food, gave him 
a dress of honour, and to those who accom­
panied him two pieces of broad-cloth, two 
silver-laced turbans and a painted turban. 

Copy of letter from Nandi Raja, Sarvadhi-
kdri1 :— 

A 

' To Maharaja Rajasri Vijaya Ananda 
Ranga Rayar Avargal, the adornment of the 
Wazirat, rich in all good qualities, the delight 
of his friends, a letter sent to court his friend­
ship and about other affairs. 

I have enjoyed good health up to-day, 
the th i rd day in the bright half of Vaisaka2. 
Be pleased to write to me about al l important 
matters. You w i l l have learnt all things from 
my former letter. Four years ago, I left my 
country. For three years, I have made friends 
wi th the French3, spending vast sums of money; 
but my affairs have not prospered. I believed 
wi th all my heart and soul that the former 
Governor would bestow his attention upon 

1 See Vol. V I I I , page 90, n. 1, supra. 2 April 14. 
3 Reading Piranji for Panhl. 
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my affairs and secure my prosperity ; therefore 
I abode w i t h the French. Bu t then M. Bussy 
marched w i t h Nawab Salabat Jang's army to 
attack our fortress w i t h numberless cannon, 
and captured a fort. It is not proper to disturb 
our country since I and the French are friends. 
T h i n k i n g them1 to be the friends of our friends, 
the French, since the latter were in their camp, 
we were not at first a larmed; but we were 
deceived. Then my master ordered me to j o i n 
h i m as soon as I received his letter, lest the 
same should happen again ; so I am re turn ing 
to my country. Nevertheless a suitable letter 
should be wr i t t en by M. Leyr i t the Governor, 
to M. Bussy, who desires to break our friendship 
w i t h the French instead of preserving it so 
long as the sun and moon endure. What 
should I say more ? Every th ing w i l l be learnt 
from Venkatanarayana A y y a n whose words 
w i l l be as my own. Hereby glory may be 
secured. As many affairs must be settled in 
our country, I must go th i ther ; otherwise 
I w o u l d not. Srirangam and Jambukeswaram 
are no ordinary forts. One has a single w a l l ; 
and the other seven walls2 one w i t h i n the other. 
Tr ichinopoly stands w i t h i n range of a field-

1 i,e., the invader-Salabat Jang. 
2 A subsequent passage makes me think the temples are being con­

trasted with Trichinopoly, and that we should understand the one 
with a single wall to refer to that town. 
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piece f rom these places, and when we took 
them, Trichinopoly was in the power of the 
French. Therefore I handed over these places 
and the countries between the two rivers and 
took my departure. The English and Muham­
mad ' A l i Khan's people cannot be trusted ; so 
though the French and the English have 
concluded an agreement, the Governor must 
wri te to the commandant at Srirangam warn­
ing h i m to stand on his guard against their 
attempts. The Governor should also wri te to 
M. Bussy to explain everything to Nawab 
Salabat Jang so that our friendship w i t h the 
French may continue, wh ich can only happen 
if affairs are so managed that both sides pros­
per. Be a l l this known to you. Wr i te to me 
about your welfare.' 

Saturday, April 26}—At half-past seven 
this morning, I went to the Fort and paid my 
respects to M. Leyri t , the Governor, when he 
was upstairs, w a l k i n g about and t a lk ing w i t h 
M. Boyelleau, M. Lenoir, M. Desvoeux and 
other officials ; I gave h i m the French transla­
tions and the or iginal Persian letters received 
yesterday from Nandi Raja, and I m a m Sahib's 
son and son-in-law, and given to me yesterday 
to be translated. After reading them, the 
Governor said, i An answer must be wr i t ten to 

1 17th Chittirai, Yuva. 
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N a n d i Raja, bu t I first want to consult you. 
M. Bussy is f ive miles from Seringapatam w i t h 
Salabat Jang and his troops, having taken 
some for t in Mysore, but he has not wr i t t en us 
a l ine. I sent a chobdar, hoping to reach h i m 
in the neighbourhood of Cyuddapah, and 
Kandanur ; but when I heard that he had 
entered Mysore, t wrote letters about it to 
Nand i Raja at Srirangam and to Salabat Jang. 
We must send another messenger.' I agreed. 
He then asked me what answer should be 
wr i t t en to Nand i Raja. I said I could not be 
expected to know so wel l as himself ; but he 
replied that I had managed such affairs before. 
I thereforo said, ' Nandi Raja writes that he 
reached Trichinopoly four years ago, and 
joined us three years ago ; he has spent crores ; 
but M. Bussy and Salabat Jang have seized 
one of his forts and are encamped only four 
or five miles from the fort ; and that, as 
M. Bussy is leading the advance guard, his 
master wrote to h i m saying that, i f he 
remained, none could t e l l what w o u l d happen 
to h i m and therefore recalled h i m at once ; 
that as he was occupying Srirangam And 
Jambuk6swaram fortresses w i t h seven and five 
walls each, he considered that Muhammad 
' A l i Khan who holds the fortress of Trichino­
poly, w h i c h has but a single w a l l , was helpless 
and that therefore the fort could be taken 
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and he slain. But (he says) our M. Bussy has 
inarched wi th Salabat Jang, seized one fort 
and is attacking another ; therefore his master1 

has recalled him, in doubt of what may 
happen, and he has returned to Mysore, 
leaving our sardar in possession of the for­
tresses of Srirangam and Jambukeswaram 
wi th the countries between the two rivers, 
and desires that when you write to M. Bussy, 
you should ask him to collect only the usual 
peshkash. 

' The reply to Nandi Raja may run as 
follows : — " M . Bussy and his European army 
are paid by him2 and are under his control; 
therefore I cannot interfere, but they must do 
as Salabat Jang desires. As you are my ally, 
we have protected your fort and country 
hitherto. Otherwise you would have lost 
them. I have written to M. Bussy to help 
you as far as possible, and I w i l l do so again ; 
but you should pay our money speedily." ' I 
added that the English and Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan knew that M. Bussy and his army were 
in Salabat Jang's pay, that if they wrote about 
i t , a similar reply could be given, and that 
therefore this device would meet al l cases-3 

1 An evident copyist's error says * Salabat Jang.' 
2 i.e., Salabat Jang. 
* The English might object that this invasion of Mysore was a 

violation of the truce concluded with Godeheu. 
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He agreed that it was very true, and that a 
letter might be so written after consideration. 

He then observed, 'Papu Reddi, the old 
poligar of Turaiyilr, and his people are at 
Ariyalur. Instead of bringing them back and 
reinstating them, it w i l l be better to settle 
w i th the new man, and take from him the 
lakh of rupees he has promised, besides his 
peshkash of 35,000 rupees. If the new man is 
removed, and the old man restored, Salabat 
Jang w i l l come into theso parts and Nandi Raja 
w i l l cause trouble, so that no revenue w i l l 
be got and our money w i l l not be paid. If 
he did not pay, what could we do ? Would yon 
bo responsible for the money ?' I replied that, 
inasmuch as I had taken part in the matter, 
T would not go to sleep over i t , but had only 
opened the matter after seeing that every­
thing was al l right, so that he need not be 
doubtful of getting the money. ' Others may 
fai l to pay,' said I, ' but you may be sure of 
this.' He would say nothing but that Nandi 
M j a was responsible for their money, and 
asked who would be responsible for the other 
man's. I did not like to say more when he 
thus clung to his opinion, as I knew well that 
whatever was done contrary to my wishes 
would fai l . Moreover the Governor w i l l 
receive only what is destined to him. 
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M A Y 1755. 

Saturday, May 3.1—The fo l lowing news was 
received f rom Vellore the evening of the day 
before yesterday :—There was a fierce fight 
between Salabat .Tang's troops encamped about 
five miles f rom the fort , and the Mysore 
troops. Bu t M. Bussy got the upper hand, 
seized Somavarpettai and strengthened h im­
self there. Many perished on both sides ; 
but al though Bamachandran the Maratha 
mansabdar (Raja Chandmsenan's son) and 
others were k i l l e d , yet the Mysore troops could 
not stand before the enemy, and they have 
promised to pay ten lakhs of rupees to M. 
Bussy and a crore of rupees to Salabat Jang, 
besides darbar expenses. Salabat Jang w i l l 
march, to Kolar. Shah Nawaz Khan, etc., are 
to march wi th , a small army to Arcot to make 
preparations. The army w i l l proceed towards 
Arcot when arrangements have been made 
about the money. A letter of encouragement 
has been w r i t t e n to Muhammad ' A l i Khan, 
and sent w i t h a dress of honour, desiring h i m 
to come and settle the affairs of his country, 
and re turn. People are leaving Arcot and 
Vellore in fear, and 'Abd-ul-wahab Khan is 
preparing to send his f a m i l y to Madras. 

1 24th Chittiai, Yuva. 
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I reported a l l this to the Governor alone in 
the eastern verandah of the ha l l , whi ther he 
had taken me to mention certain matters. 

As M. Leyri t , the new Governor, has visi ted 
my agrahdram I sent Appavu and Ayyaswami 
to present the Governor w i t h plantains, jacks, 
guavas, bambulimas, flowers, sugar, sugar-
candy, pan supari, rosewater and nazars of 100 
pagodas each. They d i d so. M. Desvoeux 
and M. Desfresnes then came. As he took the 
pagodas, the Governor remarked that Ayya-
swami was l ike me. M. Desfresnes answered 
that, when M. Godeheu went to Arumpa ta i , 
Pillai 's choultry to meet his younger brother 
returning from Gingee, the two boys paid their 
respects to h im, and that he took them on his 
knee, and offered them chairs, conversed w i t h 
them, and was h igh ly pleased w i t h his1 quick 
and ready answers, considering that even a 
man of for ty wou ld not understand and reply 
so respectfully. They thus talked for a quarter 
of an hour about the former conversation. 

Three salutes of 21 guns were fired whi le 
mass was being said, and there was continuous 
firing when the toasts were being drunk after 
dinner. When Chanda Sahib's son came at 
four o'clock w i t h ' A l i Naqi, a salute of 21 
guns was fired. The Governor watched the 

i.e., Ayyaswami's, 
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fireworks on the h i l l at seven o'clock, and 
returned w i t h the rest to town at half-past ten 
or eleven, but I remained in the choultry. 

A Europe ship reached the roads this after­
noon and fired a salute which was returned 
from the Fort. As the flamme was hoisted at 
the main-mast, all supposed she must be a 
Europe ship. 

Thursday, May 8.1—[The Governor said] 
the commander at Gingee had written that 
Kayappa Raja and a merchant had visited 
Gingee and that ho had imprisoned them as 
each complained of being cheated by the other. 
He then asked who Rayappa Raja2 was. I, 
replied that he was the man who came here 
formerly pretending to the Governor that he 
was the proper owner of the KarvetirajapMai-
yam, and that, if it were got for him, he would 
pay certain sums ; and that when the old 
Governor asked me if he really was the owner 
of the palaiyam, I wrote about it and learnt 
that he was one of the poligar's servants who 
had been often imprisoned in irons for drink­
ing more than 10 bottles of liquor a day. 
When I had related to the Governor Rayappa 
Raja's imprisonment, and his being sent w i th 
an elephant and an army, he took up the 

129th Chittirai, Yuva, 
• 2 See above, Vol. VI , pp. 201, etc. 
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commander's letter, read it and said w i t h a 
smile that i t contained wha t I had jus t said 
and asked whether a letter should be w r i t t e n 
ordering h i m to be beaten and let go. ' That 
should not be done,' I said, ' he should be 
brought here ; you yourself should order his 
punishment and release.' He agreed and 
wrote to the commander there to "send h i m 
hither . 

The Governor then gave me Bha j i Rao's 
letter to M. Godeheu to get translated in to 
French. I took it and came home. 

Sunday, May 11.1—When the Governor had 
gone upstairs after hearing mass this morning, 
the councillors, officers, writers, ship-people, 
etc., paid h i m their respects. I d i d the same 
along w i t h the Company's merchants. When 
the Governor was alone, I gave h i m a Mara th i 
letter f rom Varada Reddi (who has lately 
conquered Tura iyur) to M. Goupil , and the 
Persian letter of Mu'tabar Khan (son of Husain 
Sahib of Val ikondapuram) w i t h French 
translations. Af ter reading them wi thou t 
comment, he sa id , ' I sent a v a k i l to discuss 
the payment due to us by the poligar of 
Udaiyarpalaiyam ; but the poligar has not 
sent a proper reply. Y o u said that, if a small 
body of troops were sent against h i m , it wou ld 

1 1st Vaigasi, Yuva 
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frighten h im into paying the money, al l would 
know our resolution, and he would then do 
a l l that we desired. Therefore, as ho had 
plundered the Vriddhachalam, etc., countries 
belonging to us, our commander sent a detach­
ment against him, and writes that he has 
seized some of his cattle and imprisoned ten 
talaiyaris. Shall I direct h im to send them 
hither or shall they be kept there ?' I replied, 
' They should be brought here, and we should 
send orders to the Udaiyar about the matter.' 
—'Very well, ' he replied, 'you had better 
write to him now ; and, if he does not reply 
properly, I w i l l write.' —'I w i l l do so,' I 
replied. 

Tuesday, May 13.1—At half-past seven 
this morning, I went to the Fort, and gave 
M. Leyrit, the Governor, Morari Rao's Marathi 
letter received yesterday together w i t h its 
French translation. He was sauntering with 
M. Moracin on the north of the great hall 
upstairs. After reading i t , he went into the 
place on the north side which is being walled 
in, where the arms stand ; I accompanied 
him. M. du Rocher came and went away 
after talking w i th the Governor, who went 
into his room. When I was talking wi th the 
Company's merchants, a chobdar came and 

13rd Vaigasi, Yuva. 
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reminded me that the Governor wanted me. 
So I went. After reading Morar i Kao's letter, 
he asked w h y Morar i rao had wr i t t en so 
s t r ic t ly about the money. I explained that in 
money matters, he was a man who w o u l d pour 
thumbai-juice down any one's nose to make 
h i m pay, though i t were his own father or 
mother ; so what wonder that he wrote so to 
strangers ? ' Is he such a miser ?' he asked. 
I replied, ' He w i l l not give a fanam even to 
his OWN. brother. None gets anyth ing but his 
pay, for Morar i Rao takes for himself a l l 
plunder.' I thus described his miserly nature, 
and the Governor was astonished. 

He added,' Don' t you know he has wr i t t en 
tha t he w i l l besiege the town i n order to 
recover the money ?' I repeated that he w o u l d 
not hesitate at w r i t i n g l ike that about money. 

He then asked me to describe his behaviour 
f rom his first coming up to now, w h i c h T d id , 
adding,' Y o u know he writes in his letters 
tha t ten or twelve lakhs are due to h i m . He 
wrote thus also in M. Duple ix ' time, but the 
latter proved tha t only three or four lakhs 
were due, and t o l d h i m to collect i t f rom 
Nand i Raja. M. Godeheu and M. Duple ix 
both wrote to h i m to this effect in September. 
Then he wrote to M. Godeheu tha t he w o u l d 
accept his decision, but M. Godeheu replied to 
h i m that he could not decide the matter as 
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he did not know the whole of i t . When this 
correspondence was going on, M. Dupleix 
sailed for Europe.' When I had thus explained 
the matter, he asked if a reply should be 
written to him. I replied that there was no 
need and that he could wait. He agreed, and 
remarked that he was surprised that M. Bussy 
had not sent a word from Salabat Jang's 
camp. 
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JUNE 1755. 
Wednesday, June 4.1—When I went to the 

Fort at half-past seven this morning, I found 
M. Leyrit, M. Barthdlemy, M. Boyelleau, the 
Councillors, officers and others. On my 
paving my respects, the Governor approached 
me and asked the news. I said al l was well. 

Murtaza Sahib (MirGhulamHusain's man) 
brought a notarial copy of the bond for a 
lakh of rupees lent in 1746. He read it care­
ful ly more than once and also M. Dumas' 
letter from Europe to Mir. Ghulam Husain. 
After reading and returning them, he said to 
me that the interest on the lakh of rupees 
would come to a lakh. I replied, ' 94,000 
rupees have been repaid, and there is only a 
balance of 6,000 rupees on the principal and 
upwards of 30,000 rupees as interest—36,000 
rupees in all . M. Dupleix gave me an account 
in M. Btourquenoud's hand ; and when the 
accounts are settled between Mir A'azam 
' A l i Khan and Mir Ghulam Husain's nephew, 
and the money is demanded by the latter 
from the Company, this bond should be taken, 
the money obtained from the Company and 
paid, w i th the fu l l knowledge of Mir A'azam 

1 25th Vaigdai, Yuva. 
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' A l l Khan, the proper heir. If any objection 
is made, the money should be kept separately 
and paid after the settlement of the dispute.' 
I said I would speak about it presently. He 
then told me to bring the account signed by 
M. Bourquenoud, the accountant, for him to 
examine. I said that the parties might be 
brought to an agreement, without troubling 
them or neglecting our business. He agreed. 

I then told him that to-morrow he would 
be offered a dress of honour and a horse. He 
agreed and informed Murtaza Sahib, who 
asked that a salute should be fired. When I 
told the Governor, he asked how many guns 
should bo fired. I said, seven. He said that 
that should be done. I said it was right for 
Mir A'azam ' A l i Khan. 

I then continued, ' Y o u listen to what I 
say, but afterwards don't do accordingly. 
This brings discredit on those who transact 
business and belittles your service, but also 
throws away money. It does indeed. You 
agreed to one thing about the 50,000 rupees 
due from Chanda Sahib's son, but acted 
differently. Again you said you would give 
Imam Sahib's son-in-law half the customary 
mint-privileges, but instead gave him only 
a dress of honour worth 300 rupees. When you 
might have made 3,900 rupees, your words lost 
you 2,000 rupees. Chandu Sahib's son was 

39 
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IF 

receiving 4,000 rupees a month and you said he 
should be given not less than half, but I do not 
know why you dropped the matter.' 

After talking about other matters, I went 
to the sorting-godown. M. Desf resnes sent for 
me to sign the council's resolution, giving me 
a lease of the ten villages in Karikal for five 
years at 4,000 pagodas a year commencing from 
July. I went and signed i t , and, when I was 
taking leave, he said he would sign and send 
jne a copy. I agreed and came away. 

I hear that M. Law and M. Duplan [?] have 
come from Salabat Jang's army which is 
attacking Mysore, the former because he cannot 
agree w i th M. Bussy and the latter because he 
is to be sent to Masulipatam. 

Thursday, June 5.1—At eight o'clock this 
morning, I went to the Governor and paid my 
respects in the presence of M. Boyelleau, 
M. Guillard, M. Desf resnes, etc., Councillors, 
and many other officers and captains. The 
Governor took me into his room, and when 
M. Chevreau was there, read the commandant 
of Gingee's complaint against Narayana Sastri. 
I observed that he had complained against the 
amaldar in spite of his being in the wrong and 
taking small sums of money. He said,' The 
complaint is that, when he was asked to send 

1 26th Vaigasi. Yum. 
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peons to capture the six soldiers who had 
deserted, he had said it was not his business, 
on which he was threatened wi th being bound 
and beaten.' I replied,' If you listen to them, 
I cannot collect money in the country. To 
collect rent from the ryots and others, one has 
to keep the whip in hand. If , for private gain, 
the commandants prevent the amaldars from 
doing their work properly, and if you, instead 
of punishing the former, believe what they 
say, the rents cannot be collected,' I narrated 
to him what had happened t i l l the present, and 
took leave. 

Saturday, June 7}—At eight o'clock this 
morning, I went to the Fort. M. Leyrit was 
standing in the outside hal l as usual, surround­
ed by officers, councillors, etc. J paid my 
respects. He asked me when Mir Ghulam 
Husain's nephews would visit him. I replied 
that they had come and that the master-
gunner should be ordered to fire a salute of 
7 guns. The Governor sent for M. Carpentier 
and gave him orders. Then he and M. 
Chevreau read a few letters. 

Afterwards the youngest son of Mir Ghulam 
Husain's sister and his brother-in-law (Murtaza 
Sahib) visited the Governor w i t h a valuable 
dress of honour worth 150 rupees. A salute of 

1 28th Vaigasi, Yuva. 
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7 guns was fired when they sat down, after 
having embraced. On mutual enquiry after 
each other's welfare, they told the Governor 
about Mir Ghulam Husain's lending a lakh of 
rupees to the Company, of which M. Dupleix 
took 64,000 rupees, and the payment of 30,000 
rupees to Mir A'azam, so that the balance was 
6,000 rupees of the principal and 30,493 rupees, 
2 fanams and 27 cash in all, according to the 
account written by M. Bourquenoud and which 
had been given to me. M. Leyrit asked me for 
the account, which I had told him I had. I 
gave it him. Having read i t , he said he would 
pay the balance, and spoke hopefully about 
M. Dupleix' money. Saying that other matters 
would be reported by Murtaza Sahib to­
morrow, they received rosewater and pan 
supdrt and took leave. 

Kasturi Rangappan, the vaki l of Papu 
Keddi, the old poligar of Turaiytir, visited the 
Governor wi th a nazar of 11 pagodas and a 
letter from Papu Reddi, which the Governor 
told me to interpret. It says, ' In consequence 
of your letter to M. Goupil, the commandant 
at Srirangam, desiring him to help me, he sent 
word about it whereon I, depending upon the 
might of your favour, overthrew my enemy 
and recaptured my fort of Turaiyur. I w i l l 
perform what I formerly promised. I and my 
country w i l l be ever at your disposal. So be 
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pleased to favour me, and act as my vaki l 
Kasturi Rangappan w i l l request/ When I 
had reported the contents, M. Leyrit said 
most joyfully, ' The enemy seized the country 
because no help was given. Kasturi Rangap­
pan promised, and gave a bond accordingly, 
that if the Turaiyur fort was given back, a 
lakh of rupees should be given. Therefore I 
sent M. Maissin wi th an army to his assistance, 
but, owing to the rains, he was not able to do 
anything. I then wrote to M. Goupil, asking 
him to help the poligar as much as possible. 
I w i l l now write asking him to pay Company's 
money. Let the vaki l also write to his master/ 
The Governor also told me to give daily 
batta to Kasturi Rangappan. I sent word to 
Vinayakan about i t , took leave and came 
home. 

M. Flacourt and Bali Chotti have signed 
the Council's resolution to lease the old 
Cauvery country for 4,80,000 rupees. 

At four o'clock this afternoon M. Leyrit the 
Governor sent for me and said, 'I wrote to 
M. Maissin ordering him to threaten the 
poligars of Ariyalur and Udaiyarpalaiyam, so 
as to keep them in check, that they may not 
interfere in our affairs. M. Goupil has replied 
that Udaiyarpalaiyam belongs to Muham­
mad'Ali Khan. But did you not te l l me 
that it was ours?' I replied, ' The poligar of 



310 THE DIARY OF [June 7, 

Udaiyarpalaiyam is under the poligar of Gin-
gee, which fort is ours. Therefore we have de­
manded money which has been promised. But 
whenever our people have pressed for the 
money, he says that Muhammad ' A l i Khan's 
people are troubling hint and that they must 
be driven away. Again when Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan asks him, he says that, as he is under 
the poligar of Gingee, the Pondichery people 
demand money, and that they must therefore 
be told not to do so. He has been pleading 
these excuses these three years since the death 
of Chanda Sahib and has not paid any one. 
So he has grown fat and wealthy and has been 
l iv ing at ease. For the last three months and 
a half, I have been sending vaki l Venkata Kao 
to press him for the money. Besides him, the 
Bhuvanagiri and Kuvattur taluks owe 17,000 
rupees. As we pressed these two people for 
the money, they wrote to the English to send 
two of their people, Mangapati, a Brahman, 
and another, to whom they promised some­
thing if they would say that they had paid the 
peshkash regularly and obtain Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan's sanad. These men1 agreed because 
they wanted to get what was offered for them­
selves, and in order that the poligars should 
join their side, by reason of our pressure. 

1 i.e., the English. 
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I hear that their people have arrived but have 
not yet come to terms about the money/ 
When I reported thus, he desired me to write 
to the vaki l to explain everything to M. Maissin 
and said that ho himself would also write. I 
then took leave and went to my office in the 
flower-garden. Immediately afterwards the 
Governor's peon came for me, so I went back. 
He repeated the details written above and 
wrote a letter to M. Maissin as follows :— 
' 50,000 rupees are due for each of three years 
on account of the annual peshkash and darbar 
expenses, besides 17,000 rupees from the Bhu-
vanagiri pargannah. These two amounts 
must be collected. Venkata Rao (Ranga 
Pillai's vakil) is at Udaiyarpalaiyam about 
this business and he w i l l relate everything 
from beginning to end. Do as he says.' The 
Governor had this letter despatched by a 
camel-man and told me to write also to Ven­
kata Kao. I said I would do so, took leave and 
had the letter written and despatched. 

Sunday, June 8.1—Bhaji Rao's vaki l has 
come w i t h a dress of honour to visit the 
Governor about the chauth, but he has not yet 
had an interview. 

The harkaras reported to me that presents 
and a dress of honour were coming from 

1 29th Vaigasi, Yuva, 
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'Abd-ul-wahab Khan of Cuddapah.1 I reported 
this to the Governor who told me ta write to 
them to bring the presents quickly. I wrote 
to the vaki l accordingly. 

Thursday, June 12.2—This morning I visited 
the Bishop of Cochin-China who is staying at 
the Padre's church opposite to my house. I 
pointed out that his sleep would be disturbed 
by the music and dancing, etc., on the inter­
change of visits wi th pan supari, fruit, flowers, 
etc., on the occasion of the marriages of 
Chiranjivi Ponnaehi, Nannachi, Kulandai,3 etc. 
I therefore prayed him to accept my regrets. 
He replied wi th many compliments that I 
should not doubt he would feel less joy than 
if his own daughters were being married, and 
when he gave me leave, he came as far as the 
gate wi th me. 

I then went to the Fort to pay my respects 
to M. Leyrit the Governor. I told him that 
Bhaji Rao's, Murtaza ' A l i Khan's and his 
elder brother Raza ' A l i Khan's presents and 
letters had arrived. He said that he would see 
them to-morrow and added, ' About 60 bales 
of fine brown Tarnatannes4 that the Karikal 

1 Sic. Probably 'Abd-ul-hamid Khan. 
2 2nd Ani, Yuva. 
3 The first two were Ranga Pillai's daughters, the third his niece. 
4 This cloth is mentioned in the Dalibtradiwis du Conseil Superieur, 

17244735, page 331. As is often the case the precise kind of cloth is 
not ascertainable. 
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merchants make must be supplied the Com­
pany ; speak to them and arrange to get the 
c loth ; or t e l l the merchants of this place to 
get i t . ' I said I w o u l d do so. 

When M. Desvoeux was there, the Governor 
mentioned the honours to be shown in connec­
t i o n w i t h the marriages, the practice of the 
Councillors' accompanying the Governor, the 
presentation of dresses of honour to the bride­
grooms, and the f i r ing of salutes of 13 guns. 
He added that he wou ld do everything as I 
wished. I then took leave and came home. 

Friday, June 13.1—In the matter of Bhaj i 
Rao 's presents, M. Chevreau, M. Lcyri t ' s p r i -
vate secretary (whose name I do not know) 
and I , took leave this morning of the Governor 
and set out w i t h the Governor's palankin, 
standards, chobdars, etc., music and dancing-
girls, the Nay mar's pikemen, etc. We went 
by M. Tobin's house, through the V i l l i y a n a l l u r 
o-ate, to v i s i t Narasinga Rao's gumastah 
(whose name I do not know) who has come 
f rom Bha j i Rao and who is l y i n g at the tama­
r i n d tope. He came to meet us w i t h great 
respect and gave us a packet covered w i t h 
wax c lo th containing the dress of honour, and 
the letter. The packet being placed in the 

1 3rd Am, Yura, 
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palankin , was carried to the Fort w i t h music 
and dancing and placed before the Governor 
w i t h a nazar of 21 pagodas, when a salute of 
15 guns was fired. After m u t u a l embraces and 
enquiries, the Governor to ld Bha j i Eiio's 
v a k i l to remain at ease i n his lodgings t i l l 
next day when his business should be dis­
cussed. 

Murtaza Khan's v a k i l then presented a 
horse and a dress of honour. Af ter embraces, 
a salute of 11 guns was fired. Muhammad 
[Tav]akka l then presented a laced dress of 
honour w i t h a pe t i t ion about his appointment. 
After reading i t , the Governor said that he 
wou ld do as he desired and dismissed h i m . I 
took leave, went to my office in the flower-
garden, and thence came home. 

Sunday, June 15}— This is the news of 
to-day : — I have already wr i t t en that Guntur 
Bal i Chett i and M. Flacourt have taken a lease 
of the country between the t w o rivers at Sri-
rangam for 4,80,000 rupees, together w i t h a 
l a k h of rupees for the Governor's nazar, etc. 
I hear that, before the Governor presented 
Guntur Ba l i Chet t i w i t h four yards of broad­
cloth, the latter ga,ve h i m a nazar of 
1,000 pagodas, after w h i c h he received his 
presents and accepted the lease of the country. 

1 5th Ani, Yuva. 
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Monday, June 16}—The Governor wanted 
me this morning, so, as I was sotting out to 
invite h im and others to the marriage to-day, 
a peon met and told me. I therefore went. 
He said, 'Guntur Bali Chetti and M. Fla-
court have taken a lease of the country between 
the two rivers about Srirangam. Surappa 
Mudali and the rest are now setting out for 
Srirangam. If they speak to you about any­
thing, satisfy them and send them on.' I said 
I would do so. 

The Governor then said that a letter must 
be written to the Raja of Cochin -China. I 
replied that I thought no letters had been 
written before, but that I would make sure by 
looking at the Persian list. ' Very good,' ho 
said. Then he gave a French draft of a letter 
to the Raja of Junkceylon to be translated into 
Persian and sent to the Raja. Saying I would 
do so, I received i t , and took leave in order 
to come home and examine the Persian list 
to see if any letters had been written to the 
Raja of Cochin-China. Finding that none had 
been, I sent word immediately about i t , and, 
having called Madananda Pandit, I gave him 
the French wri t ing made by the Governor, 
and told him to put it into Persian. I was 
then busy about the marriages. 

1 6th Ani, Yuva, 
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At eleven o'clock to-day I heard that 
Guntur Bali Chetti, who has obtained a lease 
of the country between the two rivers about 
Srirangam, presented a nazar of 1,000 pagodas 
to obtain permission to go thither in a palan-
k i n ; he got orders accordingly, but when he 
summoned tom-tom people and pikemen to 
accompany him in his palankin, the latter 
refused to accompany a Komutti , and Guntur 
Bali Chetti went unaccompanied to the 
Second's house, and thence home. I think 
he cannot manage his lease even for two 
months, and thereafter he w i l l be put to great 
trouble. Besides Subba J osier has already 
predicted that this Guntur fellow w i l l suffer 
in 1755-1756 ; this is a proof of i t . It w i l l 
surely come to pass. In two months this 
Guntur man w i l l be in trouble according to 
the astrologer's predictions. 

At five Appavu and Annaswami being 
dressed, w i th two elephants, w i th one silver 
and one velvet coverod howdah, accompanied 
by pikemen, standards, etc., were sent to invite 
and escort the Governor to the pandai. M. 
Leyrit the Governor in the state palankin, 
w i t h white cloth spread before him, the pea­
cock fan and other marks of honour, reached 
the pandai at six o'clock wi th M. Barthelemy 
and other councillors and officers. When he 
sat down, a salute of 48 guns was fired. The 
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Governor then examined the pandai, etc., and 
remarked to M. Barthelemy and others that he 
did not know that the Tamils celebrated their 
marriages so finely. M. Guillard replied that 
this was not a hundredth part as fine as my 
eldest daughter's marriage. fcEeally!' the 
Governor replied wi th wonder. M. Guillard 
told me this. 

The Governor watched the festivities t i l l 
ten o'clock, and when they sat down to table, 
they drank my health. They remained t i l l 
mid-night. Eight salutes of 48 guns each were 
fired,—such grandeur as was never seen before. 
The Governor then said he must go; and 
before he left, the guests were garlanded and 
he was given an English diamond ring worth 
500 pagodas. I gave M. Barthelemy a ring 
worth 100 pagodas, and the other councillors 
a ro l l of silk according to each man's rank. 
Then al l departed w i th the same marks of 
honour as at the time of their coming, I myself 
accompanying them as far as the tobacco 
godown, where the Governor said that I need 
not go further, as I was needed at the festivi­
ties. Thus the Governor returned to the Fort 
w i th a l l marks of honour, while I attended to 
the marriage. 

Tuesday, June 17}—I did not go out to-day 
by reason of the marriage. M. Guillard and 

1 7th Ani, Yuva 



318 THE DIARY OF [ J U N E 1? 

his wife came to see the pandai. He said, ' To­
day I dined wi th the Governor who looks 
upon you as nothing loss than his minister. 
He praised you much, saying that no one was 
as intelligent and broad-minded as you, for 
which reason both M. Dupleix and M. Godeheu 
had favoured you, though for a while under 
Madame Dupleix, it was not so.' I have written 
this in brief, for fear of seeming to boast. 

At seven o'clock this morning (in the Kar-
kataka lagna1) a post was fixed for Appavu's 
marriage,2 androsewater and pan supari were 
distributed to all. When all had gone, I was 
busy wi th the marriage. Salutes of 15 guns 
were fired when the bridegrooms set out for 
and returned from the feast, and when presents 
were given them. 

Thursday, June 19.3—At seven o'clock this 
morning, the Governor sent for me. When 
I went to him, a council of war which had re­
solved to hang a deserter, had broken up. He 
said that a letter must be written to Nandi 
Raja, adding, ' M . Goupil has written that 
Nandi Raja sent Haidar Nayakkan and a few 
troopers to help Yarada Roddi (his new poligar) 
against Papu Reddi, the old one4, who is under 

1 The period in each day under the dominance of Cancer. 
2 Cf. p; 279, n. 1 supra. 
3 9th Ani Yuva. 
4 Poligar of Turaiyur, 
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our protection. Te l l Nand i Raja that in con­
sequence of his letter wr i t t en before he left 
Srirangam, a letter was sent ordering h i m to be 
treated k i n d l y , tha t therefore he should not 
have sent Haidar Nayakkan against Papu 
Reddi, the former poligar, to break our friend­
ship, and that ho must ,wri te ordering Haidar 
Nayakkan to obey the commander at Sri-
rangam.' Thus he gave me a draft of a French 
letter w h i c h I have translated in to Telugu 
and despatched. 

Sunday, June 29.1—At eight o'clock this 
morning, I went to the Fort and paid my res­
pects to M. Lcyr i t , the Governor, on his re turn 
from church w i t h the councillors, captains of 
the Europe ships, officers, etc. He returned 
my compliments and t o l d me to fetch Nandi 
Raja's v a k i l . When he came, the Governor 
said a letter should be wr i t t en to Nand i Raja 
to the fo l lowing effect:—' Letters have been 
sent to M. Bussy and Salabat Jang according 
to his letter, saying that, as the Mysore Raja is 
under the French flag, he must not be attacked 
or pu t to trouble, and that only the usual 
peshkash should be collected. Before the 
letters arrived, they had given battle and were 
on the point of capturing the fort . Immedi­
ately, they ceased to attack and demanded the 

1 19th Ani, Yuva. 
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usual peshkash. Reply was made that even 
that could not be paid. The French therefore 
decided to pu t a boy of the royal f ami ly on the 
throne ; and this boy had been brought and 
installed as Raja w i t h the usual ceremonies in 
the name of the French. Bu t then a letter was 
wr i t t en to M. Bussy who explained everything 
to Salabat Jang and settled the matter for 52 
lakhs, for the payment of wh ich a long period 
was allowed. Thereon M. Bussy returned to 
Hyderabad w i t h Salabat Jang's army. B u t 
in spite of a l l this help, and the Mysoreans 
being under French protection, Nandi Raja 
has removed Papu Reddi of Tura iyur who was 
under the protection of M. Duple ix and M. 
Godeheu, and appointed Varada Reddi in his 
place. Papu Reddi then strengthened himself 
to recapture Tura iyur and sought our help. 
Thus the French flag was hoisted in Turaiyur . 
Letters have now come saying that he is send­
ing a par ty to cause trouble. Can this be done ? 
I have already wr i t t en to h i m about i t . Y o u 
should also wr i te to h i m asking h i m not to 
interfere in this affair and to make good the 
losses already sustained. Wr i te also to Rami 
Reddi of Sdndamangalam. If ho acts accord­
ingly, w e l l and good ; otherwise, T cannot t e l l 
what w i l l happen.' * 

Mysore Venkatanarayanappa A y y a n took 
leave saying that such a letter should be 
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wr i t t en . I went to my office in the flower-
garden. 

Monday, June 30.1 — A t half-past seven this 
morning, I went to the Fort and paid my res­
pects to the Governor when he was in the 
sorting-godown, examining the Yanam cloth. 
He returned my compliments. 

I then said tha t the presents f rom 'Abd-ul -
nabi K h a n of Cuddapah2 should bo received. 
He agreed and asked how many guns should 
be fired. I said, 18. 

Therefore I went w i t h standards, the Nay-
nar's pikcmen, music and dancing, etc., and 
w i t h the Governor's state pa lankin to Aruna-
chala Chotti's house where the v a k i l of 'Abd-ul-
nabi K h a n of Cuddapah has been staying. He 
then brought 'Abd-ul-nabi Khan's presents, 
w h i c h consisted of a r i ch dress of honour w o r t h 
500 rupees and a horse, to the accompaniment 
of music and dancing and presented a nazar 
of 11 pagodas. A salute of 13 guns was fired. 
Haidar Khan's v a k i l , Balaj i Pandit, gave a 
nazar of 7 rupees. Afterwards the Governor 
was to ld that M. Duple ix had been unfr iendly, 
and that M. Godoheu who succeeded h i m had 
returned to Europe though he desired that 
their friendship should increase, but now that 
he had succeeded, he should see that this was 

1 20th Ini, Yuva. 2 Probably 'Abd-ul-hamfd Khan ia meant. 
41 
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done. The Governor replied that he would 
certainly do so, and dismissed them, saying, 
that they might live at ease and that he would 
talk with them at leisure. 

Muttiya Pillai, the Company's Karikal 
merchant, presented the Governor with a 
nazar of 100 Porto Novo pagodas, praying 
that the Company's trade which had suffered 
should be made to flourish. He promised to 
do so and told him to return to-morrow. 
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JULY 1755. 

Friday, July 4.1—At half-past seven this 
morning, I paid my respects to the Governor 
at the Fort. He thanked mo. I delivered the 
Persian letters from 'Abd-ul-nabi Khan of 
Cuddapah and his vak i l Haidar Khan who is 
at Tranquebar, along wi th their French trans­
lations. The Governor read them and asked 
how he could restore Chidambaram to them. 
I said I would suggest some other plan. He 
replied that I could do that to-morrow, as a 
council was to be held to-day. 

Saturday, July 5.2—At half-past seven this 
morning I went to the Fort and paid my 
respects to the Governor. He returned my 
compliments. 

Letters were received from Manoji Appa of 
Tanjore, w i t h two spotted jamawars; a spotted 
kattani, a lace turban, a piece of gold brocade 
and a sash—6 articles worth altogether 270 
rupees. The messengers paid their respects, 
and prayed that, as he had come from Europe, 
he would see that their friendship increased. 
The Governor said that he would do so and 
ordered them to be given batta on the Com­
pany's account. 

1 24th Ani,'Yuva. 2 25th Ani, Yuva. 
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Sesha Rao and the younger brother of 
Dakshinamurt i Sastri (Sau Bhaj i Rao's guru) 
brought the fo l lowing presents for the Gov­
ernor:—A costly jamawar, a spotted [kattani],  
a gold and silver spotted turban, a baju band, 
and a sash—5 articles in a l l w o r t h 250 rupees. 

They said, ' Y o u and Bhaj i Rao are certain 
friends, but may our v i s i t increase your 
friendship ! Sesha Rao set apart a village in the 
Trichinopoly country for charitable purposes; 
and the chari ty continues. We relate this 
because we are as one, and you should there­
fore do what ho desires. As we are returning 
home, any message for Bhaj i Rao should be 
given us, so that he may be to ld and your 
friendship may increase.' The Governor 
replied favourably, ; I w i l l certainly do so and 
your business w i l l prosper.' He also ordered 
batta to be given on the Company's account. 
I took leave and went to my office in the 
flower-garden. 

Monday, July 7.1—Govinda Rao, gumastah 
of Narasinga Rao (Bhaji Rao's vaki l ) informed 
me this morning that Narasinga Rao had 
wr i t t en to h i m that, when the brother-in-law 
of 'Abd-ul-majid Khan, ki l ledar and subahdar 
of Savanur and Bankapuram, was in the fort , 
Muzaffar Khan under a pretence of friendship 
had imprisoned h i m and seized the k i l l a . 

27th Am, Yuva. 
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Tuesday, July 8.1—I reported the fol lowing 
news to the Governor this morning:—that the 
commander at T i r u v i t i was entering Pariah 
houses by night , ravishing women, beating 
the amaldar when questioned, and doing other 
ev i l deeds ; that the eldest son of Chellakana-
karaya P i l l a i of the Vriddhachalam country, 
who helped us at Ti t tagadi , had quarrelled 
w i t h his younger brother who went to Muham­
mad ' A l i Khan, collected troops, and attacked 
h i m ; that when the commandant was to ld that 
Ti t tagudi (a place y ie ld ing 20,000 or 30,000 
rupees in revenue) was on the point of being 
captured by Muhammad ' A l i Khan, and was 
asked to dr ive h i m off, he replied that he 
needed the Governor's orders and demanded 
500 rupees. 

He then asked me about Salabat Jang. I 
replied, ' Salabat Jang, M. Bussy, etc., marched 
w i t h their armies to the Kistna, wh ich was 
f u l l , so they and other nobles crossed the river 
on elephants; but when the rest t r ied to cross 
by butts2, two sank and 2,000 men perished. 
This news has been received in Yellore. They 
must have reached Golconda.' The Governor 
replied that my account of M. Bussy's crossing 
the Kistna was true, but that he had heard 

1 28th Ani, Yuva. 
3 Literally baskets. Quere, basket-boats ? The number of men 

lost is evidently exaggerated. 
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noth ing about the loss of men. I replied tha t 
i t was mentioned in my news f rom Vellore. 

I then said that the ki l ledar of Savanur 
and Bankapuram 'Abd-ul-maj id Khan's elder 
brother's son, had been seized by 'Abd-ul-maj id 
Khan and Muzaffar Khan who had approached 
the fort under pretence of friendship, so that 
'Abd-ul-majid K h a n managed the k i l l a w i t h 
Muzaffar Khan. ' Is that so ?' the Governor 
said. I took leave and went to my office in 
the flower-garden. 

Sunday, July 13.1—I hear that M. Yery is 
going to Utramal lur w i t h a few soldiers and 
sepoys and two cannon, as a misunderstanding 
has arisen between the English and our people, 
wherefore Engl ish soldiers and sepoys w i t h a 
few officers have been sent to Chingleput and 
Karungul i forts w i t h powder, shot, etc. This 
is the news that has been spread these seven 
or eight days, and accordingly people are going. 
I t h i n k that something may happen. 

Monday, July 14;2—M. Very visi ted the 
Governor this morning to take leave before 
setting out for Ut ramal lur w i t h 60 soldiers, 
sepoys, shot, powder and cannon. I was pre­
sent. M. Very said to me that he was going 
to Ut ramal lu r and that he wou ld be pleased to 
do any business I wished. I thanked h i m and 

11st Adi, Yuva- 3 2nd Adi, Yuva. 
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asked why he was taking soldiers. He replied, 
' It is reported that Muhammad ' A l i Khan's 
man, a Moghul, intends to attack the Karun-
gul i country; so I must take what is needed 
in readiness, should he stretch out his hand. 
I think we shall have war.' Then the Gover­
nor came in . M. Very took leave and departed. 
It is said there w i l l be war; but it remains to 
be seen. 

Thursday, July 17.1— At half-past seven this 
morning, I went to the Fort and paid my res­
pects to M. Leyrit as he was sauntering in the 
big upstairs hall on the south running east and 
west. He complimented me. M. Bourquenoud 
the councillor showed the Governor the French 
translation of a cadjan letter he had received 
from the Kolastry Raja of Malabar, formerly 
called Raja of Boyanore, and gave the 
Governor another letter from the Raja for him. 
The Governor gave me his letter to be inter­
preted. The contents are as follows :—' To 
your Lordship's Grace, M. Leyrit, Captain and 
Director-General, these. You know the 
ancient friendship between me and the Com­
pany. Be pleased to continue it for ever 
without breach. I am ready to help you in 
all things, and am rejoiced at your coming to 
the Pondicheiy Government. No one better 

1 5th Adi, Yuva. 



328 THE DIARY OF [ J U L Y 17, 

understands the business of the Company, or 
my affairs, or our friendship. Send therefore 
a trustworthy person to settle affairs here, and 
also write what should be done. You w i l l 
have learnt everything from Ganapati whom 
I have sent wi th orders. Be pleased to send a 
speedy reply—written this 14th day of May 
1755.'1 When I had interpreted this, the 
Governor desired me to tell the Brahman who 
brought the letter that M. Louet refused to 
recognize or treat this man as Raja un t i l he 
had been recognized as such by the Raja of 
Chirakkal. When I did so, the Brahman 
replied, ' The Bajas of Chirakkal and Kolatta-
nad and others have given him that title, 
address h im as Raja and show him all respect. 
M. Louet alone refuses to call h im Raja and 
treat him as such.' M. Desfresnes and M. 
Bourquenoud said that M. Louet was wrong, 
adding, ' Formerly this Raja granted us lands ; 
and he fought w i th us against the Rajas of 
Kolattanad and Chirakkal, for which we 
should seek to increase his honour and pros­
perity. If we do not, we shall be despised by 
those who see and hear, and God w i l l not 
permit i t . ' The Kolastry Raja's Brahman 
then said, ' M y Raja says that the Dutch, 
English and the Portuguese, and the Euro­
peans at Tranquebar, etc., receive almost a l l 

1 4th Vaigas, 93 0(Q u i Ion era). 
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the pepper produced in Malabar while you 
receive only a l i t t le . If you w i l l help him, he 
w i l l secure al l the pepper for you and help 
you in a l l political affairs.' The Governor 
told the Brahman that he would to-day write a 
letter to Mah6 and that he might stay here t i l l 
the reply came. I was then told to get the 
cadjan letter translated into French without 
delay. So I went to M. Le Beaume, got it 
translated, gave it to the Governor, and then 
went to my office in the flower-garden. 

Saturday, July 19.1—I went to M. Leyrit 
the Governor this morning when he was 
walking lip and down talking wi th M. Car-
pentier, the master-gunner and two officers. 
M. Solminiac then came. I paid my respects 
to the Governor who complimented me and 
asked why coolies had not yet been got for the 
powder factory. I replied, 'I arranged to get 
coolies daily from the villages ; and the peon 
of the powder factory says that he w i l l go and 
bring them, if they do not come.' The master-
gunner said that 30 coolies had come but that 
200 or 250 more were wanted. The Governor 
asked h im why so many. The master-gunner 
replied that there was work for them. The 
Governor said that so many were not required; 
and the other said that at least 50 must be 

1 7th Adi, Yuva. 
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got. Thereon the Governor observed angrily 
that so many were not necessary but that 25 
or 30 would do. He then turned to me and 
asked the news. I replied,' Mr. Clive, formerly 
an officer at Madras who made money when 
he seized the fort of Arcot, and got two or 
three lakhs of rupees when the forts of 
Chingleput, Covelong, etc., were captured, then 
returned to Europe ; and is now said to be 
coming out as Governor of Fort St. David ; as 
the French and the English arc preparing for 
war in Europe, 10 or 20 men-of-war are 
coming out. Here again w i l l be war ; I have 
alroady reportod that al l the available soldiers 
and sepoys have been despatched to the 
several fortified places wi th powder, shot 
and other munitions of war. They arc now 
busy wi th this.' The Governor said, 'I think 
that there w i l l be war in Europe. It is true 
that Mr. Clive is coming, but not 10 or 20 men-
of-war. There w i l l be no war t i l l next year. 
Are the English getting supplies of cloth ?' 
I replied,' They have advanced 30,000 pagodas 
to the merchants, 10,000 to each merchant, but 
that is a l l I have heard, and I do not know 
what w i l l happen.' 

Thursday, July 24.1—When I went to M. 
Leyrit the Governor this morning, he asked 

1 12th Adi, Yuva. 
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the news. I said, ' I hear that Muhammad 
' A l i Khan and Manoji Appa have reached 
Shiyali. He means to send his army to Arcot 
by way of Udaiyarpalaiyam and himself 
march w i th a small detachment by way of 
Devikottai and Cuddalore to Arcot and thence 
to Madras. He means to settle w i th 'Abd-ul-
wahab Khan at Arcot who w i l l not go to pay 
over his perquisites, or, if he fails, he w i l l 
remove him and appoint another. I hear that 
they are daily collecting munitions of war at 
Madras and w i l l begin the war next month, on 
the receipt of news by the Europe ships. 
This news is what was being said before. 
They are also collecting paddy, rice and other 
provisions.'—' We are doing the same,' the 
Governor replied,' have you not seen as much ? 
I n any case, there w i l l be war from January 
next.' I said, 'When I formerly told you 
there would be war in July, you replied, no, 
no, that could not be as M. Godeheu had made 
a peace for 18 months before he sailed. But 
there is a rumour that war has broken out in 
Europe ; that is why the French and the 
English are preparing for war. I think sharp 
fighting w i l l begin in January or February, 
and w i l l continue afterwards.'—'True,' the 
Governor replied, 'there is a country called 
America to the north of Europe which is 
being disputed by two princes. The English 
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are helping one, and the French the other ; so 
we are at war there.1 I think there w i l l be 
war here also. They are therefore preparing 
and we are doing the same, expecting news 
by the ships that w i l l arrive in August or 
September. We are therefore mounting can­
non on the walls and furnishing ourselves 
wi th other munitions. They are doing the 
same.' I replied, ' What I said was not wi th­
out reason. Never do we grow prosperous 
without war. As our prosperity is to increase, 
there must be war.' The Governor said that 
this was what I had said on his arrival and 
cloth must be got in quickly. 

Afterwards the Governor sent for me again; 
when I went, ho gave me two cadjan letters 
to be interpreted. One of the letters was from 
the manager of the Srirangam temple to 
Paramanandan, saying that the country 
between the two rivers did not belong 
to the [Mysore?] country, nor was under 
their management; that consequently their 
amaldar had no authority there; and since the 
country was separate, his management could 
not be permitted, but that Mannaru Pillai 
might manage i t . The other letter was written 
in Telugu characters but in the Kanarese 

1 Apparently a version of the American disputes calculated for 
Indian ears. The position of America I take to be slip of Ranga 
FillaTs. 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 333 

language about the grant of villages by Nandi 
Raja to the Jambukeswaram temple. When I 
had reported the contents to the Governor, he 
told me to get the letters translated into 
French. I said I would do so, took leave and 
came away. 

Friday, July 25}—At eight o'clock this 
morning, when I went to M. Leyrit the Gov­
ernor, I heard that M. Melon had written from 
Bimlipatam to M. Leyrit the Governor, to me, 
M. Legou, M. Le Beaume, etc., together wi th a 
copy of a cowle in Telugu granting ground 
two hours' journey in extent at Cuttack or 
thereabouts for a harbour, etc. In his letters 
to me and to the Governor he says that he has 
sent it to us. I hear that the Governor has 
read his letter. 

Saturday, July 26.2 —M. Leyrit the Governor 
went to church this morning for the festival 
accompanied by the councillors, officers, etc., 
according to custom and heard mass. When 
he had gone upstairs, al l paid their respects 
and I did the same. I approached him and 
said,' Muhammad ' A l i Khan has left Trichino-
poly and is at Shiyali. Owing to freshes in 
the Coleroon, four boats are being prepared at 
Devikottai and I hear that, when they are 
ready, he w i l l come this side of the Coleroon, 

1 13th Adi,' Yuva. 2 14th Adi, Yuva. 



334 THE DIARY OF [July 26, 

march to Fort St. Dav id and Cuddalore, and 
thence to Arcot . It is said that he has 500 
horse and 2,000 foot w i t h h i m , but the real 
number is 300 and 1,000, respectively ; and 
there may be as many Carnatic people. Two 
hundred soldiers and officers who left Madras 
w i t h two cannon, hal ted last n ight a t K u n i -
medu and Kalapettai and were seen to-day on 
their march to Fort St. David . Our people have 
alarmed Muhammad ' A l i Khan and I t h i n k 
this par ty is marching in order to show how 
strong he is.' 

As I was reporting this news, a Brahman 
harkara brought a letter f rom the English 
captain who is commanding the soldiers, 
saying that his soldiers were going to Fort St. 
David , and that he had been instructed to ask 
permission to march past the town-gate to 
save their hav ing to take a round-about way. 
The Governor said that they must march 
round, so the harkara departed. Bu t he was 
at once recalled and to ld that they migh t 
march past the town-gate. 

M. Solminiac then came, to protest at great 
length against soldiers from Madras being 
suffered to do this. 

Afterwards I reported that, when I pressed 
M. Le Beaume about M. Melon's money, the 
former said that he wou ld only pay the balance 
remaining when he had repaid himself, adding 
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that I ought not to have seized property which 
he had attached, and that he w o u l d pay as 
soon as the money for the goods sold had been 
received ; to wh ich 1 had replied that I should 
have been able to recover my money if he had 
said that before but that I had been deceived 
by his promises of payment, t rus t ing to his 
f r iendly words, and that I wou ld insist on 
money ju s t l y due to me. I then went to my 
office in the flower-garden. 

Sunday, July 27.1—I paid my respects to M. 
Leyr i t the Governor this morning and said, 
6 One of Muhammad ' A l i Khikt 's officers w i t h 
five soldiers is at Chidambaram conferring 
w i t h the commandant of the Engl ish people 
there. Muhammad ' A l i Khan who has boon 
wai t ing on the other side of the Coleroon 
owing to heavy floods, is arranging for chelin-
gas to cross the r iver when the water has fallen. 
I have received a letter to this effect.' The 
Governor asked wha t was the purpose of the 
200'or 250 soldiers and officers w i t h two guns 
who marched by at half-past seven last n ight 
on their way from Madras for Fort St. David . 
I replied tha t as Muhammad ' A l i Khan was 
expected, they intended to j o i n h i m and pro­
ceed to Arcot and that it was done to support 
Muhammad ' A l i K h a n in his v i s i t to these 

1 15th Adi, Yuva, 
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parts, and strike terror into men's minds. 
Thereon the Governor asked why he was 
coming at all . I replied that he would never 
have come without some new object, nor 
would the English otherwise have sent for him. 
'I think so too,' the Governor replied. 

I then related to the Governor at his request 
Muhammad ' A l i Khim's negotiations after 
Chanda Sahib's death, M. Dupleix' disagree­
ment w i th him, and M. Dupleix' desire to bring 
Tanjore and Trichinopoly forts and even 
Mysore and all the country this side of the 
Kistna under the control of Pondichery. I 
added that if M. Godeheu had not come him­
self but had only sent his troops, everything 
would have happened as M. Dupleix had 
desired. After talking of these things for an 
hour and a half, I came home. At noon the 
Governor attended a feast at the house of the 
ship's captain. 
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AUGUST 1755. 

Monday, August 4,1—At seven o'clock this 
morning, I went to M. Leyrit, the Governor's 
house. M. Boyelleau told mo that the Gov­
ernor had complained to h im and others that 
business had been upset by my staying at 
home for some days on account of sickness, 
and that I should not have done so, if I had 
had only his welfare in mind. I replied that 
I had stayed away only a few days owing 
to ill-health. M. Boyelleau replied that the 
Governor was making a fuss about it and 
advised me not to do so again. Just then 
M. Leyrit came out, after bathing and dressing, 
so I paid my respects and said, ' When 
Mr. Starke the day before yesterday visited 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan, who is halting at the 
Tiruvendipuram mettu, and offered a nazar of 
21 gold rupees, the latter declined them ; and 
advancing to meet him, received him wi th 
great respect, took him in, gave him a seat, 
and ordered a salute of 21 guns to be fired. 
After mutual greetings, he gave him pan 
supari at the time of leaving and another 
salute of 21 guns.' Then I took leave, and 

1 23rd Adi, Yuva, 
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departed, as the captain of the Europe ship 
had come. 

Tuesday, Augusts}—At half-past seven this 
morning, I pa id my respects to M. Leyr i t , the 
Governor. He returned my compliments. 
Many then came to pay their respects and 
ta lked for a long time. As the t ime was un­
suitable for seeing the Governor, I l e f t ; bu t I 
was sent for at nine o'clock, and asked what 
should be done about the mansabdar who is 
br inging a t i t l e , a mansab parwana and a dress 
of honour f rom Salabat Jang. I replied, ' A 
tent must be pitched outside the nor th gate. 
A l l the sepoys and soldiers should be d rawn 
up in a l ine f rom [the Governor's] house to 
the Madras gate. Y o u should set out in a 
pa lankin accompanied by the naubat, the Fish 
standard, and the other marks of honour, 
music, etc., fol lowed by the councillors and 
others in their vehicles, and preceded by 
dancers, stage-people and musicians, w i t h 
peacock-feather fans, chowries, and cloth 
spread on the ground. In this splendid 
manner you should go to the tent pi tched 
outside the town-gate and sit down. I w i t h 
two councillors should then go to the washing-
place at the Bound-hedge w i t h music and 
danping to br ing the mansabdar who w i l l ha l t 

1 24th Adi, Yuva, 
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there. On his a r r iva l at the tent w i t h the 
presents, you should rise and embrace h i m 
and receive the dress of honour and parwana, 
a salute of 21 guns being fired from the sur­
rounding walls. Y o u should then enquire 
after Salabat Jang's welfare and his man must 
ask after yours. Then the turret and sarpech 
should be t ied on to the hat, the pendant be 
hung f rom your neck, and the cinnmerband 
t ied round your waist. The rest of the 
presents should be pu t in a pa lankin and at 
the t ime of your r is ing 21 guns should be fired, 
and again when you pass the gate to enter 
your house, and yet again when you take 
your seat. Then the Second and the other 
councillors and the rest w i l l offer you nazars, 
and receive pari supdri in return. Y o u w i l l 
then assign lodgings for the mansabdar, and 
order the accustomed allowances to be given, 
treating h i m in a proper manner. Af te r that 
you w i l l be at l iberty, but, as the man sab t i t l e 
is newly bestowed, a feast should be given 
that day, and at n ight fireworks, coloured 
l ights, etc., should be displayed. At dinner 
t ime again salutes should be fired.' I have 
wr i t t en thus in brief, but I related a l l in 
detail . The Governor agreed and asked if 
M. Godeheu had done so. I replied that, in 
M. Godeheu's t ime, no presents had been 
received, and so nothing of the sort had been 
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done ; but in M. Dupleix' time, a l l this respect 
had been shown. 

Friday, August 8.1—This morning I paid 
my respects to M. Leyrit the Governor, and 
said there was news that Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan, who had boon in a tent pitched at the 
Tiruvendipuram mettu, had been driven to 
remove into the ehowkidar's house by the 
heavy rains of the day before yesterday 
which had filled the tent w i th water, and that 
yesterday ho had pitched his tent about a mile 
westwards and abode there intending to march 
to Arcot to-day or to-morrow. 

Then the Governor gave me a letter from 
'Abd-ul-hamid Khan Bahadur of Cuddapah 
and asked where the harkaras said the 

* 
Cuddapah Nawab was. I related their reports 
as follows :—' The Cuddapah Nawab has 
halted with his army between Kelar and the 
fort at Kadappanattam. He has collected 
money from certain powerful poligars and 
imprisoned them, and is seeking to collect 
money from others. When Nasir Jang came, 
he left some cannon in charge of the killedar 
of Yellore and then ended his days here. 
Afterwards Hiday at Muhi-ud-din Khan fought 
and fell. Salabat Jang was then set upon the 
throne ; and the cannon, which were left 

1 21th Adi, Yuva. 
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behind in his hurry to go to Hyderabad, were 
kept by the Vellore man. The Nawab of 
Cuddapah has now demanded their return, 
and his request has been granted.' Thereon 
the Governor asked whether Muzaff ar Khan 
was s t i l l at Savanur and Bankapuram. I 
replied, 'I hear he is s t i l l there. He sent 
Gaduthi Govinda Rao to Morari Rfio offering 
to jo in him ; to which Moraii Rao agreed and 
sent him presonts of a dress of honour, an 
elephant, etc., together w i t h 50,000 rupees for 
his expenses. Muzaffar Khan is going to 
take service under Morari Rao. This is the 
news that has been written. ' 1 added that 
when 'Abd-ul-wahab Khan ordered the seizure 
of Muzaffar Khan's wife and children who set 
out in M. Rarthelcmy's time to join Muzaffar 
Khan after staying a month at Polur, letters 
were written to Murtaza ' A l i Khan, the 
killedar of Vellore, by Muzaffar Khan and 
Morari Rao, whereon he ordered them to be 
sent on to Muzaffar Khan. 

When I was reporting that I had received 
the above news, Husain, the mahout, deli­
vered a French wri t ing w i t h salaams. The 
Governor took it and said to Husain, the 
mahout, 'Chandu Sahib gave you a letter 
about the dues from Hasan-ud-din Khan, 
saying that Hasan-ud-dfn Khan should not be 
held responsible, as Chanda Sahib had paid the 
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amount. But as soon afterwards Chanda Sahib 
died, the letter was suppressed and the money 
is now demanded. They wish the matter to be 
decided by arbitration.' Husain, the mahout, 
replied, ' When I have the arbitrators' decree, 
why should I seek another arbitration ? Let 
the matter be docided by Chanda Sahib1 or in 
some other way ; and I w i l l be satisfied i f any 
proof is brought that the money has been paid 
me.' The Governor observed that that was 
what M. du Bausset had said ; and having read 
the writ ing given by Husain, the mahout, he 
went into his room but did not send for me 
again. 

This afternoon the following news was 
received ; —Mr. Starke, the Governor of Fort 
St. David, at four o'clock yesterday visited 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan who was halting near 
Tiruvendipuram and, after mutual greetings, 
conversed wi th him for about an hour. 
Having taken farewell of Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan, Mr. Starke returned to the Manjakuppam 
garden. 1 must tell the Governor this after­
noon or to-morrow morning the news written 
by the overseer at Bahur yesterday saying thut 
he2 was halting at night-fall on the other side 
of the Tiruvendipuram river wi th his family 
on his way to Arcot. 

1 i.e., Raza Sahib, his son. 2 Muhammad 'Ali Khan. 
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At half-past eleven to-day M. Barthelemy 
reported to the Governor tha t the new Nayinar 
had sent for people, t ied them up and beaten 
them and released them on obtaining 20 or 30 
[ ] , that there was no l i m i t to his 
injustice (of w h i c h also he gave proof) and 
added that he should not be continued. 
Thereupon Nallappa Nayinar, the newly 
appointed man, was dismissed and imprisoned, 
and Periyanna Nayinar restored w i t h a present 
of 3 yards of broad-cloth. The latter then 
visi ted M. Barthelemy's house, w i t h music 
and dancing, and presented h i m , his wife , and 
his daughter, w i t h nazars of 21, 11 and 10 
pagodas respectively. M. Barthelemy then 
advised Periyanna Nay mar to behave wisely 
instead of im i t a t i ng Nallappa Nayinar, who d i d 
such injustice in the town, and to do noth ing 
wi thout first t e l l ing the authorities. After 
he had been dismissed w i t h a dress of honour, 
he came to my house w i t h the same pomp, 
gave me a nazar of 11 pagodas and Anna-
swami and his mother nazars of 5 pagodas 
Bach, and thanked me for having been pleased 
bo advise M. Leyr i t , the Governor, to re-appoint 
h im the Nayinar of the town. Thus he fe l l at 
my feet declaring that he was my servant and 
begging me to treat h i m w i t h kindness. I to ld 
aim that his cont inuing in office depended 
upon his treatment of the people in the 
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town, and that, if he treated them well, he 
would be confirmed in his office. He replied 
that, when formerly Rajagopala Nayakkan 
(Vira Nayakkan's son) was proposed for the 
post of dalavai, he had proposed his son and 
Rajagopalan, whom I had approved, so that if 
I favoured them wi th promotion and gave them 
pan supdri they would live in happiness. So 
I gave Periyanna Nayinar a dress of honour 
and his son and Rajagopala Nayakkan broad­
cloth. They took leave and departed. 

Sunday, August 10.1—When I went to the 
Fort at half-past seven this morning, M. Leyrit, 
the Governor was about to go to the Church 
for mass. I paid my respects and he asked 
me the news. I said that Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan had left Devanampattanam and Tiru-
vandipuram the morning of the day before yes­
terday and had camped near Tiruvi t i , which he 
left yesterday morning and that I should not 
know his halting place unt i l news came. 

The Duc d' Acquitaine anchored in the roads 
and fired seven guns like a country ship ; an 
equal number was fired from the shore. She put 
in at Mascareigne on her way from Europe and 
her captain is M. [ ]. The Governor 
went to the Church and heard mass before the 
captain had landed. He returned after mass 

1 29th Adi, Yuva. 
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w i t h the councillors, officers, etc., and went 
upstairs. The captain of the Europe ship, 
the Duc d'Acquitaine, having come ashore, 
delivered the Europe letters to the Governor 
and had an interview. A letter came for mo 
from M. Duvelaer at Paris, dated February 10. 
When the Governor gave it me, I took it and 
went to my office at the flower-garden. 
Another letter was also brought by the Bour­
bon, dated at London in July last year. This 
ship brought [ ] silver and [ 

] broad-cloth. 
M. Leyrit, the Governor, sent for me lator 

and said that he had received a letter from tho 
Governor of Fort St. David asking that as 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan's army was marching to 
Arcot, the amaldars should be ordered to sup­
ply provisions on payment. I said I would 
write to the amaldars, and having taken leave, 
I wrote to the amaldars of Kalkurichi, Tiruvi t i , 
Villupuram, Gingoe, etc., countries. 

Monday, August 11.1—At half-past seven 
this morning, I went to the Fort to pay my 
respects to M. Leyrit, the Governor and said, 
' The amaldar of Gramam writes that Muham­
mad ' A l i Khan, who was encamped near Gra­
mam, was to reach Tirukkoyilur on the 10th. 
Muhammad A l i Khan 's troops—soldiers, 

1 30th Adi, Yuva. 
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sepoys and troopers—are marching w i t h ten or 
twelve cannon, etc., w i thou t p lunder ing on 
their way. Wherever they halt , they send 
word to the amaldars saying that they w i l l not 
plunder the villages or tread down the crops, 
and, so that no complaint may afterwards 
be made, they have procured orders for their 
bazaar-people to be supplied on payment w i t h 
a l l necessaries, even straw and firewood. The 
people thereabouts are saying that they have 
never before seen troops march so quie t ly 
and they are astonished at i t . These troops 
are under complete discipline. ' The Governor 
said, * D i d you write, as I t o ld you yesterday, 
that Muhammad ' A l i Khan's people should 
l)e supplied w i t h whatever they required ?' 
I replied that I had wr i t t en yesterday and 
that I had received news that, before these 
letters reached the amaldars, the necessaries 
were being supplied. 

Srinivasa Rao and others (people belonging 
to Nawab 'Abd-ul-hamid Khan of Cuddapah) 
presented a French w r i t i n g saying that they 
had been wa i t ing here for two months, as 
M. Godeheu had wr i t t en to their Nawab that, 
if he sent a v a k i l , he w o u l d give the Nawab 
the Chidambaram country, on w h i c h they had 
come here ; and they prayed that the Governor 
wou ld finish this business for the Nawab 
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who was encamped w i t h his troops at Mula-
vayalkolam. After reading this, the Governor 
going inside, said tha t the Chidambaram 
country ought not to be given him and asked 
wha t answer should be returned. I replied, 
' When M. Godeheu was here, he wrote that 
ho w o u l d settle their affair when their v a k i l 
arrived. As the v a k i l d i d not come, he sailed 
for Europe having dis t inc t ly stated that, as 
there was to be no war between the English and 
the French for 18 months, each side mast keep 
the country in its possession, but that positive 
orders wou ld come from Europe w i t h i n 18 
months, u n t i l when affairs should remain as 
they were w i t h o u t alteration. As he has made 
such positive arrangements, nothing can be 
done u n t i l orders come from Europe, but 
encouraging letters may be wr i t t en to 'Abd-ul -
hamid K h a n of Cuddapah and Haidar Khan 
(Mudamiah's son-in-law) saying that, w i t h 
due regard to their friendship, affairs w i l l 
be managed suitably to the occasion.' The 
Governor agreed, and, having repeated this 
to Srinivasa Rao and Balaj i Pandit, he wrote 
French letters to these two persons, and said 
that, if I brought Persian translations thereof, 
he w o u l d seal and despatch.them to-morrow. 

He then gave me a French w r i t i n g w i t h 
instructions to send two letters to the ki l ledar 
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and fayjdar of Surat. I said I w o u l d get 
them wr i t t en , and came away. 

The Governor sent for me again and said 
tha t the commandant at Vriddhachalani had 
complained that the amaldar had not supplied 
h i m w i t h rice, fuel, etc., that ho had indeed 
refused to supply them on repeated requests, 
and that he had inci ted people to complain 
tha t their sheep had been seized. I replied 
that the commandant had insisted tha t the 
amaldar should give seven sheep for a pagoda 
when only four are given in the country, that 
he also wanted the amaldar to defray his 
expenses, and that ho was causing many 
troubles, demanding 500 rupees as a present. 
The Governor said that he w o u l d himself send 
orders and to ld me also to wri te a letter to the 
amaldar. I agreed. 

Thursday, August 14.1—At half-past seven 
this morning, I paid my respects to M. Leyr i t 
the Governor, and gave h i m Nand i Raja 's 
Persian letter w i t h its French translation and 
the copy of the agreement promising Nand i 
Raja the Trichinopoly fort and country, also 
w i t h a French translation. The Governor read 
them and took them inside. Of those present 
only M . Bourquenoud went i n w i t h h i m . 
M. Pichard and the other officers departed. 

1 2nd Avani, Yuca. 
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M. Chevreau asked me for a French trans­
lation of the agreement which Ayyan Sastri 
had executed in my favour. I told him that 
he could ask Ayyan Sastri who would write 
it out. He went in somewhat angrily. The 
Governor then sent for me and wrote additions 
in French on the letters to the killodar and 
the faujdar of Surat, which letters ho kept 
wi th him. 

He then gave me the letter for 'Abd-ul-
hamid Khan, Nawab of Cuddapah, saying that, 
as I know al l about i t , I could tell them that 
nothing could be done, as M. Godeheu before 
his departure, had ordered that for 18 months, 
un t i l orders came from Europe, each side 
should continue to hold the country in its 
possession, after which arrangements could 
be made by both sides in obedience to the 
orders from Europe, when everything should 
be done in accordance w i th circumstances and 
regard should be had to their friendship. 1 
was to tell Haidar Khan that a letter to this 
effect should be written. I replied that they 
should be sent for to hear this in his presence 
and dismissed w i th a present of broadcloth. 

I then showed him the letters written 
yesterday to Bhaji Rao, to Narasinga Kao his 
vaki l , to Murtaza ' A l i Khan and Raza ' A l i 
Khan (his elder brother) proposing that they 
should be sealed and dealt w i th in the same 
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manner. So saying, I placed them on the 
table. 

The Governor then said, ' M. Porcher writes 
f rom K a r i k a l that Sakkaji Nayakkan,1 the 
minister at Tanjore, w i t h 1,000 people inc lud­
i n g 20 musketeers, is going on a pilgrimage to 
Benares, for w h i c h passes are desired. I t h i n k 
they w i l l be useful from Chidambaram to 
Sadras. Is this so ?' I r ep l ied , ' Our au thor i ty 
now extends only so fa r ; but our orders w i l l 
be respected in the countries beyond Nelloro, 
Masulipatam, Narasapur, Chicacole, Ellore, 
Rajahmundry and even to Jagannath. Shaikh 
I b r a h i m is amaldar in these parts, and Vijaya-
rama Raja the renter. A l l the Europeans and 
commandants there are under the orders of 
M. Moracin, so if the passes are w r i t t e n in 
French, they w i l l be respected i n those places 
as we l l . Moreover there are Frenchmen at 
H u g l i , Chandernagore, Patna, etc., peaces, 
where our words w i l l be respected also.'— 
' Y o u are r ight , ' the Governor replied, ' wr i t e 
out the passes and br ing them to mo,' Ac­
cording to custom, I wrote them in Persian 
and Marathi , and the Governor wrote in 
French, signed them and to ld me to get them 
sealed w i t h the Persian seal. I d i d so accord­
ing ly . 

1 See the Tanjore Manual, p. 1789. 
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The Governor then [asked] if the French 
were so widely respected. 4 Yes,' I replied, 
adding, 'Do the English, Dutch or other 
nations of Europe command such respect ? 
And among the Muhammadans no one is so 
respected except Salabat Jang. Though affairs 
are not as they should be here in Pondichery, 
which was equal to the seat of the Padshah's 
throne, yet by God's grace you w i l l set matters 
right.' The Governor smiled and said, ; For­
merly when Nasir Jang was slain and Hidayat 
Muhi-ud-din Khan appointed subahdar of the 
Deccan, the Padshah's throne was held in 
esteem, but now it has lost its dignity, which 
it w i l l never recover.' I replied, ' A Bnlhman 
who came here in 1744 and 1745, when the 
English ships were seizing our vessels from 
Manilla, China and Achin, foretold that Madra s 
would be captured, that our troops would 
march to Arcot, Aurangabad and Burhanpur, 
and that we should hold authority. According 
to him, there would be both good and evil 
fortune, and from next year there would again 
be prosperity. His predictions have been 
fulfilled t i l l now and w i l l be fulfilled in 
future.' The Governor replied that there 
would never more be such prosperity, as the 
times had changed, and asked if the Brahman 
was s t i l l l iving. I replied that he had died 
four or five years ago. 
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He then said, 'There is a country called 
the K a p r i country 1 to the nor th of France. 
There is a prince of Kapr i , and the Engl ish 
used to tradcf there. Bu t the year before last 
there f e l l some disagreement between h i m and 
the Engl ish and many Engl ish were k i l l e d . 
Fearing what migh t be done, he sent ambassa­
dors to the K i n g of France, seeking his 
protection, and an agreement was made w i t h 
h i m . K n o w i n g that the English wore about 
to march w i t h an army against h im , the K i n g 
of France despatched 10,000 soldiers and ships. 
I t was therefore expected that war wou ld 
result between the Engl ish and French Kings ; 
and so the Engl ish are preparing for war here, 
and we are doing the same. If war is declared 
between the English and French Kings, there 
w i l l be war here.' I replied, ' This news has 
only come lately, since you arrived. When I 
then said that there wou ld be war here, you 
objected that there could be none because of 
your eighteen months' truce ; but we are now 
preparing for war wh ich is expected next year. 
The Brahman's words have never been mis­
taken.' 

The reference neems to he to America; but why it should be 
called the 'Kapr i country1 does not clearly appear. I take it to 
mean what English contemporaries called 'Coffry' or Negro, in 
allusion to the large number of Negro slaves in many of the American 
Colonies. But the reference may be to troubles on the West African 
Coast, 
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Friday, August 15.1—At half-past seven this 
morning, I went to M. Leyrit the Governor, 
and, after paying my respects, reported that 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan, who was at Tiruvanna-
malai, had put that place into "the hands of 
Khair-ud-din Khan. He asked why he was 
not on his way to Arcot and why he had 
halted. I said, ' It is in his country, so he w i l l 
stay there five or six days and proceed after 
settling affairs.' The Governor told me to 
write to our people w i t h h im to send news 
from Arcot as soon as Muhammad ' A l i Khan 
arrived. I replied that no letter need be 
written as that Brahman was paid and kept 
there solely in order to send news thence. The 
Governor did not give any reply, but, on 
account of the feast, went to church w i th the 
councillors, etc., heard mass, and went upstairs 
on his return. The European officials, mer­
chants and others visited him. I did the 
same. A l l were talking, w i th the Governor, 
so I went to my office in the flower-garden. 

Monday, August 18.2—The council broke up 
at twelve this morning. When I was in the 
sorting-godown, M. Flacourt who has returned 
from Srirangam whither he went as commis-
sary, came to me, as he could not visit 
the Governor, and said, 'By means of 32 
palankin-bearers posted at stages, I have come 

1 3rd Avani, Yuva. 2 6th Avani. Yuva. 
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f rom Srirangam in two days. I could not 
agree w i t h Guntur Bali C h e t t i ; so I beat h i m 
w i t h a cane, drove h i m away and appointed 
my people in the country. ' He thus described 
B a l i Chetti's misconduct and the quarrel. He 
added that it wou ld take two or three sheets 
to describe Ba l i Chetti's falsehoods about me, 
wh ich were related to the Governor when the 
Srirangam lease was given, but that ho wou ld 
relate briefly two or three points. He said, 
' Ba l i Chett i declares that, in M. Duple ix ' 
t ime, you gave h i m 1 40,000 rupees as a present 
when your eldest daughter was married, 
besides the 15 or 20 lakhs of rupees paid when 
the country was in his possession, in the 
expectation of gaining five or six lakhs of 
rupees by the country management. Ba l i 
Chetti t o ld the Governor that my own gum as -
tah knew this but that when he was a^ked 
to report i t , I d i d not permit h i m to. He 
promised that if he were given the manage­
ment of the country, he could pay three lakhs 
of rupees more rent to the Company and every 
year three lakhs of rupees in cash as a present 
to the Governor. He said that you must have 
received two lakhs of rupees on the occasion 
of this marriage but w o u l d not give the 
Governor even one lakh . At the t ime of the 

1 i.e., to Dupleix, 
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former marriage, there were only the Com­
pany's merchants and the towns-people, and 
the Company held no lands ; so, if 40,000 
rupees were given to M. Duple ix at the 
t ime of the first marriage, you should now 
have given a l a k h at least out of the two you 
have received. But , says he, you spent 40,000 
or 50,000 rupees on dancing gir ls and on other 
things in proportion, f rom w h i c h any one may 
judge what k i n d of a man you are. He dis­
regards you, saying that M. Godeheu gave as 
much author i ty to h i m as to you at the t ime 
of his leaving, and that neither you nor the 
councillors can do anything. ' Thus he spoke 
for about an hour in order to excite my anger. 
M. Flacourt said a l l this in the sorting -
godown, before Kanda l Guruvappa Chetti , 
Guntur Ba l i Chetti's Brahman, who has come 
f rom Srirangam to complain against h i m and 
others. I replied, ' God judges a l l , so one 
cannot do to another a l l the e v i l that is in 
his heart. Good actions beget good and e v i l 
actions beget ev i l . ' 

He again related for an hour a l l that Ba l i 
Chett i had said to M. Leyr i t in the hope of 
doing as much e v i l as possible. I set no value 
upon his words and they need not be wr i t t en 
in detail . No matter what he or others say ; 
I need do no more than if 1 saw a bad man 
th rowing pebbles at the sun. 
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Though all the help I gave him and his 
elder toother's son has proved fruitless, what 
have I lost ? Thus replying, I took leave of 
him1 and came home. 

Wednesday, August 20.2—M. Trublot3 arrived 
this morning by a ship from the Maldives. 

Saturday, August 23.4—At half-past seven 
this morning, I went to M. Leyrit the Gov­
ernor and paid my respects ; he returned his 
compliments. Then I paid my respects to 
M. Guillard and others who were there ; and 
they did the same. 

Then the Governor asked me why I was 
keeping Govinda Kao (Bhaji Rao's vakil), Sri-
nivasa Mo (vakil of 'Abd-ul-majid Khan, son 
of 'Abd-ul-hamid Khan, JNFawab of Cuddapah) 
and Balaji Pandit (Haidar Khan's vakil). I 
teplied that, though I had reported a week 
ago that the letters were written and sealed, 
and that broadcloth must be prepared for 
their presents, nothing had been done, so I 
also had done nothing, as I did not know his 
reason. He then asked how much should be 
given to them. I replied, ' Y o u know all 
things. They have come on certain business 

1 i.e., M. Flacourt, 
2 8th Avani Yuva. 

3 Elsewhere called ' Termellier,' which should probably be read here 
also. 

4 11th Avani, Yuva. 
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w i t h presents and c loth f rom groat men. Yoa 
may give them such presents as you please.'— 
' Then let us send them away w i t h two yards 
of broadcloth each and their letters,' the 
Governor replied. I continued, ' They have 
come from such distant places as Satara and 
Poona, w h i c h belong to Bhaj i Kao and from 
'Abd-ul-maj id K h a n of Cuddapah, so it is not 
proper to treat them so ; they should be 
given at least 8 yards of broadcloth.' Ho 
remained silent, w h i c h I thought meant his 
consent. I had therefore an order wr i t t en , 
in the Governor's room, on M. Bertraijd, 
the Second in charge of the godown. But , 
when I brought it to the Governor for his 
signature, he changed the 10 yards in to 6, and 
signed the order saying that that was enough. 
Srinivasa Kao, v a k i l of the Nawab of Cud-
dapah, thought that, as Govinda Rao (Bhaji 
Rao's vak i l ) was also present, the Governor 
would make r i ch presents, so as to appear 
great in his eyes and immediately finish Ms 
affairs, wh ich , he thought, were being delayed 
by me. So he sought to manage his affair 
through M. Barthelemy, M. Lalu , Madananda 
Pandit, Kamu P i l l a i and others to whom he 
gave gifts, in order to procure their interces­
sion w i t h the Governor and the presentation 
of his requests in French, instead of coming 
to me. All this was planned in concert w i t h 
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Mudananda Pandit, that sinner against God, 
but he and the rest who have been going 
about in great spirits in their ignorance of the 
Governor's nature, now have learnt it for 
themselves in this broadcloth affair, and 
have been abashed, so that they could not 
look me in the face, but turned their eyes 
aside. 

When the Governor had gone in after 
talking with the several people, he again 
called me, so 1 went accompanied by the 
vakils of the Nawab of Cuddapah and the 
Nana. The Governor said that he had not 
sent for them to give them leave, and asked 
what they wanted. I replied that they had 
accompanied me when I was summoned, lest 
I should give new excuses even to-day. 

The Cuddapah man and the Nana's vaki l 
were then given pan supdri and three yards of 
broadcloth each, together wi th their letters. 
The vaki l from Cuddapah was dismissed 
wi th the message that nothing could be 
definitely said about the Chidambaram or any 
other affair owing to the 18 months' peace 
between the English and the French, and that 
orders could only be given after the receipt of 
news from Europe. The Governor then dis­
missed Bhaji Rao's vaki l wi th the following 
words :—' We hold only part of the Carnatic 
country for which the chauth is but a small 
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sum. Moreover the whole country has been 
wasted' by war, l ike the rest of the Carnatic. 
Y o u should seek payment of your dues from 
whomsoever secures the Carnatic subah.' 

The Governor then said,' Pavadai Nayakkan 
of Tanj ore has wr i t t en to me asking for a cowle 
to permit h i m to l ive under the French flag at 
K a r i k a l in the house he means to b u i l d there 
w i t h o u t being delivered in to the hands of the 
Raja of Taujore or losing his property, what­
ever the Raja may demand. Tel l me a l l about 
h im . ' So saying, he gave me the Marathi 
letter w i t h its envelope. I took it and said, 
' Pfivadai Nayakkan is the treasurer and 
ministre of Manoj i Appa. A l l trade affairs 
were managed by h i m and the money collected 
was paid in to h i m . He alone decided a l l 
disputes in the country. Raja Pratab Singh's 
private money affairs and a l l his treasure were 
managed by h i m . But he betrayed the Raja 
and the Kingdom, and stole the Raja's private 
money. When his treachery was discovered, 
he was seized, beaten, imprisoned and tortured. 
Afterwards he dwelt at Negapatam, bestowing 
great and small sums upon the Governor and 
the dubashes. As the Raja and Manoj i Appa 
sought to prevent his dwel l ing there, he now 
wishes to l ive under us.' Thus for half an 
hour, I related a l l I had heard about him. 
The Governor listened to me and asked what 
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should be done. I told him what had taken 
place and added,' As he cannot find protection 
elsewhere, and as we and the Raja's people 
are unfriends, he has written to us. You may 
do what you think best.' The Governor 
replied that he would speak about it again 
after reading the French translation of his 
letter. So I took leave and came away, say­
ing that I would bring a reply to Manoji 
Appa. 
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SEPTEMBER 1755. 

Tuesday, September 9.1—As Chinniya Nayak-
kan, son of Nagamallu Nayakkan, Dostakku-
of the Negapatam Company, was going to 
Negapatam this morning, I sent Chokkappa 
M u d a l i w i t h 20 matchlock-people and two 
horsemen, to escort h i m thi ther and return. 
At half-past seven, I went to the Fort and 
paid my respects to M. Leyri t , the Governor, 
g iv ing h i m the three letters wr i t t en by the 
Governor of Mocha, the shroff there, and 
another, w i t h the French translations, and 
the Persian originals. 

Hav ing read them, he gave me Tura iyur 
Papu lleddi's letter sent by M. Maissin, to be 
translated into French. I took i t . 

T then said, ' The daughter of the Raja of 
the Maldives has sent presents for you w i t h a 
letter by her agent who came here last year, 
but now has an unclean disease and an ulcer 
in his leg ; as he cannot wa lk upstairs, ho 
requests permission to be carried in a chair, 
and to enter into the Fort in his palankin. ' 
He gave permission and to ld me to inform the 
gate-people: I sent word accordingly, and 

1 28th Avani, Yuva. 
2 The meaning of this term is not apparent. Can it signify the 

Dastak-writer ? 
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then to ld the Governor that he had wanted 
the [State] palankin and standards, but tha t I 
had replied tha t i t was not usual. ' In these 
matters,' the Governor replied, ' we should 
fol low the example of M. Duple ix and not 
al low any deviation f rom i t . The special res­
pect shown to the Muhammadans after M. 
Duple ix ' departure by M. Godeheu and by me 
at my first coming must be in future aban­
doned,' I asked if I had not to ld h i m about 
it already. ' True,' he said ; ' I only d i d so 
because M. Godeheu had shown such respect.' 
He added, ' M. Bussy writes to me saying that 
Salabat Jang has heard that I ordered salutes 
to be fired when I went to meet and receive 
presents from the killedars and the subahdar 
of Arcot, and that I must therefore receive his 
presents w i t h yet greater respect, but should 
not receive presents from my subordinates w i t h 
such respect hereafter.'—' That is r ight , ' I 
replied. 

M. Le Termellier, the captain of the ship 
w h i c h has returned from the Maldives, accom­
panied the Raja's agent who came here last 
year and has an ulcer in the leg. The latter 
was carried in a square chair w i t h the presents 
from theMald iv i an Raja's daughter, consisting 
of an island coconut, two mats and a seer or a 
seer and a ha l f of ambergris in a sealed bag, 
and a letter in another bag. He placed the 
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presents in a tray before the Governor and 
salaamed. The Governor received the presents 
and ordered them to be put away ; and then, 
giving me the bag containing the letter, asked 
who had sent i t . I replied that it had been 
sent by the Raja's daughter w i th compliments 
and was to the following effect:—' Formerly 
the English and the Dutch promised, and are 
s t i l l promising, that they w i l l help me if I 
remain on their side ; but, instead of agreeing, 
I conferred wi th M. Dupleix, who said that, if 
I sought the protection of none but him, he 
would give me al l help. He fulfilled his 
words by sending three ships which drove off 
our enemies, firing at their vessels and restor­
ing our country to us. Afterwards when our 
Raja was seized, M. Godeheu wrote to A l i Raja 
of Cannanore in Malabar to procure his release.1 

Now we cannot continue unless we receive 
three or four ships w i th which to trade. More­
over the rest of our enemies must be destroyed.' 
—' I w i l l certainly do this,' the Governor said, 
' you may rest in peace.' The vaki l then 
salaamed and was dismissed wi th pan supari 
and rosewater. M. Le Termellier was also 
given leave. 

1 See Leyrit's letter to Lally, September 13, 1758 (Memoire de Leyrit, 
p, 170). A l i RAJA had tried to seize the Maldives in 1753. It appears 
that the King of the Maldives died in prison, and his son wan still a 
prisoner at Cannanore in 1758, 
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He then said, ' Give me a list of what the 
renters owe the sureties in the country manage­
ment, and 1 w i l l recover it from them.' 
' Certainly Sir,' I replied suitably, ' your under­
taking this responsibility is a mark of your 
affection. I w i l l write it out for you.' Before 
departing, I reported to h im at length Muham­
mad ' A l i Khan's departure to Madras from 
Arcot, the respect shown to him there, his 
dwelling in Luis Madciros' garden,1 and the 
preparations for the display of fireworks and 
other entertainments. 1 then took leave and 
went to my office in the flower garden. 

Thursday, September 11.2—I went to the 
Fort this morning, paid my respects to M. 
Leyrit the Governor and gave him the letter 
received yesterday from the poligar of Turai-
yftr wi th its French translation. He read i t . 

Later on M. du Baussct gave M. Leyrit the 
letter to the Council from the daughter of the 
Raja of the Maldives, and M. Leyrit gave it to 
me to be translated into French. 

He then gave me two cadjan letters from 
Kunjiya Nayar and the Raja of Kottattu3 desir­
ing me to interpret them. Kunjiya Nayar's 
letter is as follows :—' M. Louet, the Directeur 
of Mahe, listens to Chirakkal Raja and has 

1 The Governor's garden-house, on the site of which Government 
House now stands. 

2 30th Avani, Yuva. 
2 Presumably the Kadattanad Raja. 
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not w r i t t e n to me a letter of respect or given me 
batta for the last five years; thus he hinders my 
business. Bu t as is wel l -known, I have been 
assisting the Company, defeating the English 
and the Raja of Malabar who helped them. 
The Raja of K o t t a t t u has advised me to wr i te 
a letter to you, saying that he also wou ld 
wri te , f rom w h o m you w i l l learn a l l things. 
Such conduct is improper in re turn for the 
help I have rendered to the French Company. 
I have lost l i t t l e by not receiving batta for 
these months or by his discourteous way of 
w r i t i n g ; nor has M. Louet gained any power. 
Ee pleased to wr i te to h i m to behave w i t h 
respect and pay me the month ly batta.' When 
I had reported the contents thus, M. Leyr i t 
said, ' There are two complaints ; one is about 
M. Louet's refusing to give 100 bags of rice 
monthly , and the other is that he is not called 
Raja. I have wr i t t en to M. Louet about these 
and w i l l reply on hearing f rom h i m . Br ing 
French translations of this and the Raja of 
Kottat tu 's letter.' 

Saturday, September 13.1—At half-past 
seven this morning, I went to the Fort. The 
coarse bluecloth of the Company's mer­
chants was sorted and 45 bales were packed. 
M. M i r a n spoke contemptuously of the Com­
pany's merchants, as the qua l i ty was very 

11st Purattasi, Yuva, 
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inferior. M. Desfresnes also said that the 
cloth was poor. No donbt it is not good, for 
the Governor did not heed the words of the 
Company's chief dubash and so the Company's 
merchants manage everything themselves, by 
flattering the councillors w i th false hopes ; 
therefore the quality of the cloth is not good, 
the price has risen, and no cloth is ready 
when required. Thus the Company's affairs 
are no more prosperous than affairs in the 
town where there is no justice. Each man 
wants to be master just as in the days of 
Dost ' A l i Khan when each man called himself 
Nawab. So now the cooly and the scavenger 
call themselves masters of the town, and, wi th 
the aid of any European, rule therein. So 
justice is unknown and injustice reigns every­
where ; but for the former good done in Pondi-
chery, matters might s t i l l be worse ; but it is 
not known what w i l l come to pass. 

Tuesday, September 16.1—I visited the Gov­
ernor this morning when he was strolling 
up and down wi th M. Cornet. The Governor 
said,' I hear Malayappan is managing a lime­
k i l n there. Write to the amaldar to supply 
him wi th fuel and whatever he may require.' 
I said I would do so. 

14th Purattasi Yuva. 
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M. Blanc, the captain of the Devanampat-
tanam who has come f rom Paris said to mo, 
1 The Engl ish and French were on the point of 
war on account of the Coffrees in America ; 
but they had agreed that they must come to 
terms in two years and that they w o u l d f ight 
only if they d i d not settle otherwise. I have 
delivered to the Governor the Company's 
letters for M. Godoheu and the council. ' He 
then ta lked about other matters and took 
leave. 

Afterwards M. Law sent for me to settle 
M. Bussy's accounts and I went. 

Tuesday, September 30.1—This morning 
Venkatanarayanappa A y y a n , the Mysore v a k i l 
who has come w i t h Koner i Kao, the v a k i l left 
at Srirangam by Nand i Raja, and his wri ter , 
brought me Nand i Raja's letter to M. Leyr i t 
the Governor, saying that he must v i s i t the 
Governor and t a l k to h i m , and desired me to 
accompany h i m . When I went upstairs and 
paid my respects to the Governor, he dismissed 
those there who had come to v i s i t h i m , and 
went in to his room, cal l ing me to go w i t h h i m . 
He took a letter and asked (not knowing his 
name) about the M i r at Chdtpattu. I said, 
' Formerly Chetpattu belonged to M i r Asad. 
Subsequently Chanda Sahib captured it and 

1 18th Purattasi, Yuva, 
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gave it to Shaikh Hasan. When Shaikh Hasan 
was seized by the English in the battle of 
Srirangam, it was delivered into the possession 
of Papayya Pillai, and tfre fort placed in the 
charge of Nizar Muhammad Khan. This man 
did not agree wi th Papayya Pillai, and so he 
joined Muhammad ' A l i Khan and the English. 
The Governor wrote the particulars of his 
name, etc., on the letter ; and then told me to 
send for Mysore Venkatanarayanappa Ayyan 
and others. He asked them on what business 
they had come. They gave him Nandi Raja's 
letters in a laced-bag and also the letter 
addressed to Rami Reddi of Sondamangalam, 
and said [ ]. 
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OCTOBER 1755. 

Friday, October 3.1—As the Company's 
merchants' goods were to be sorted this morn­
ing, I went to the Fort, and stayed at the 
sorting-godown, t i l l the Governor sent for me. 
I then went and gave h i m the or iginal and the 
French translat ion of the letter f rom D i l a war 
Khan of the Sirpi subah. The Governor read 
them and said, ' A letter was w r i t t e n saying 
that the Bishop, Father Noronha of Mylapore, 
was being sent to Salabat Jang's camp w i t h 
the troops. Has he gone ?' I replied that the 
troops had been despatched and that it had 
been w r i t t e n tha t the Padre w o u l d proceed to 
Salabat Jang's camp by way of Goa. ' Very 
we l l , ' he said [ ] . 

Tuesday, October 7.2—At half-past seven 
this morning, 1 paid my respects to M. Leyri t , 
the Governor, at the Fort, when he was busily 
t a l k i n g w i t h M. du Bausset and others. When 
they had a l l taken leave, he asked the news. 
I said T had received news f rom Mysore and 
had heard other news w h i c h 1 wou ld t o l l h i m . 
He desired me to report i t , so I spoke as 
follows :—' N a n d i Raja meant to v i s i t the 
Raja at Mysore ; but when he learnt that the 

121st Purattasi [Yuva]. 2 25th Purattasi, Yuva 
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Raja was against h i m , he d id not enter the 
place bu t remained at the pettai called 
Nanjundapuram, w h i c h is about a mi le this 
side and w h i c h contains an Iswaran temple 
where he collected a l l sorts of rascals—Euro­
peans, mestiices Topasses, etc.—300 in a l l , and 
some infant ry . Formerly, as he was com­
mander of the troops, the o ld Raja was k i l l e d , 
and Devaraja Udaiyar and Nand i Raja instal­
led the present Raja on the throne, assuming 
control of everything and oven g iv ing Nand i 
Raja's daughter in marriage to the Rajli.1 

When matters stood thus, Nand i Raja neither 
obeyed nor listened to anybody, but spent 
throe crores of state treasure in attempts to 
capture Trichinopoly, whereby he earned 
nothing but dishonour for the k ingdom. As 
a l l the countries dependent upon Mysore had 
been ruined, the Raja, his mother and the 
Pradhani Pandit resolved to seize and i m p r i ­
son Nandi Raja and reappoint the Pradhani 
Pandit Venkatapat i A y y a n who was formerly 
Sarvadhikari . Bu t Nand i Raja and his elder 
brother Dovaraja Udaiyar, learning this, were 
on their guard, and have seized Venkatapat i 
A y y a n the former P r a d a n i and others of his 
party, and resolved to keep the Raja in the 
palace, under close custody. This is wha t I 

1 See Wilks, Vol. I, p. 145 (ed. 1869). 
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hear, but I do not know what has happened.' 
—; You must find out what happens, and tol l 
me,' the Governor replied. 1 said I would 
do so. 

I then reported that the Muhammadans 
were saying that Ghazi-ud-din Khan's1 

army had captured the fortresses of Burhan-
pur and Asir2, on hearing which Salabat 
Jang had left Hyderabad for Aurangabad 
but that I could not say whether this was true 
or not. The Governor said that it was false. 

The Governor showed mo a letter from 
Hyderabad addressed to Raza Sahib and asked 
me to interpret its contents. I read the ad­
dress and said that the letter had been written 
to Chanda Sahib's son through M. Bussy by 
Haidar Jang (Coja Qalandar Khan's son) who 
is w i th Salabat Jang. The Governor told me 
to send it to Baza Sahib by a chobdar. I did 
accordingly. 

He then gave me Haidar Khan's letter to bo 
interpreted. It says,' I have at Porto Novo 
a warehouse, the rent of which is given in 
charities. M. Aumont[?] is destroying i t . 
Kindly order h im not to do so ; and also allow 
me the use of my house and garden at Chidam­
baram.' Giving it to me to be translated into 
French, [ ]. 

1 Son of Ghazi-ud-din who was poisoned at Aurangabad. 
2 Presumably Asirgarh. 
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Thursday, October 9.1—l paid my respects 
to M. Leyr i t , the Governor, this morning when 
he was t a l k i n g w i t h M. Saubinet, M. Desf resncs 
and others. Ho asked me if I had heard 
any th ing about Muhammad ' A l i Khan a t 
Madras. I said I had received a letter to the 
fo l lowing effect ' Muhammad ' A l i Khan's 
amaldars have been ordered by the Engl ish 
tahsildars not to tako a single cash or exorcise 
author i ty w i thou t orders f rom the English. 
The Engl ish people have gone to Arcot , etc., 
places. Muhammad ' A l i Khan is to be 
given an allowance and desired to remain at 
Madras. Consequently Muhammad ' A l i Khan 
is much dejected. The army of ' Abd-u l -
majici K h a n (' Abd-ul-nabi Khan's grandson) 
has taken possession of certain places in the 
Nellore country. I have received this news, 
but i t i s not k n o w n what w i l l happen.' 

Friday, October 24.2—At half-past seven this 
morning when I went to the Fort, the Gover­
nor had gone to the Capuchins' Church, so I 
waited at the sorting-godown. A Company's 
peon came to me and said, ' The Governor 
t o ld me to fetch A y y a n Sastri, amaldar of 
Wandiwash, who is in your house in Karna-
natha Mudali 's street. When I went and 
demanded h i m , it was said that he was 

1 27th Parattasi, Yuva. 211th Arppiuit Yuva. 
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detained by the dalayets on account of the 
revenue, and that therefore he could not bo 
released without your permission. So I have 
come to you/ Thereon I told Ramaji 
Pandit to send Ayyan Sastri w i th the Com­
pany's peon. The peon went accordingly and 
brought Ayyan Sastri to the Fort. The 
Governor had then returned from the church 
after hearing mass, and had gone upstairs. 
Just as I was leaving the sorting-godown to go 
to the Governor, I met M. Very on the way. 
He said, 'As I am surety for Ayyan Sastri, 
why should you put h im in prison ? See, you 
have behaved very unjustly and stolen many 
things. J w i l l reveal everything to the 
Governor.' When he thus spoke insolently, I 
said, ' You are a thief and have behaved wi th 
injustice in many matters which I w i l l publish 
before the Governor.' Then I went to the 
Governor. M. Very also came. I paid my 
respects to the Governor as he was sauntering 
wi th M. Barthelemy and others. He com­
plimented me. As a council of war was about 
to be held to punish European deserters, J 
went back to the sorting-godown. 

M. Chevreau then came and asked what 
we were talking of. I said that when I arrest­
ed Ayyan Sastri on account of his dues, 
M. Very had said al l sorts of things to me on 
that account, and that 1 had told him that 
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everything should be settled before the 
Governor. M. Chevroau then went into his 
room, where he talked wi th M. Very, M. Goupil 
and Ayyan Sastri, after which they called me. 
I went and they said,' How can you behave so 
i l l ?' I replied, ' I have arrestod him only on 
account of his dues. Is he not to pay them ? 
The Company is pressing me for money. How 
can T pay when you behave unjustly and 
obstinately delay payment?' They replied, 
' We Europeans arc standing surety ; and if we 
jointly complain to the Governor, what can 
you do ? You had better not incur our dis­
pleasure .' When they thus allured and threat­
ened me, I replied, ' I am not afraid of your 
threats. You can injure me only when you 
act w i t h justice ; 1 am not to bo scared by 
injustice. Foimerly when injustice was done, 
my ancestors complained to the authorities in 
Europe ; and you may learn what they were, 
by the just decision then given. I have lived 
for the last 30 years among French people, and 
know their nature.' When 1 said thus, they 
sought to pacify me and M. Very said w i th 
compliments that I should forget what he had 
said, and that if I were so dissatisfied, the 
Sastri could neither prosper, nor even exist. 
When he was thus pacifying me, a peon came 
and said that the Governor wanted me. As I 
was going upstairs, M. Chevreau came and 
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asked me to remove the dalayets. I agreed, 
and went to the Governor, who said that the 
Company's merchants had not given what they 
had promised. 1 said that a l l was ready, but 
that they had been hindered by the despatch 
of ships and that they w o u l d pay to-morrow. 
The Governor continued, ' The sun has been 
very strong those four days, so c loth can be 
got ready1 qu i ck ly ; see that they w o r k day 
and n igh t to got it ready.' I replied, ' I have 
been urg ing them on, and they are busy day 
and night , for they fear the consequences of 
more delay ; they are therefore very active. 
Y o u had better also speak sharply to them, 
and I w i l l do the same. There has been so 
much delay this year because the advances 
were made only for the fine c loth and not for 
this. In future there w i l l be no delay, and the 
supply w i l l be brought in early. They say the 
councillors are a l l very angry w i t h them and 
that they fear complaints w i l l be made to you, 
so they are anxious to supply c loth qu ick ly . ' 
The Governor replied, ' I hear that the delay 
in the supply of Salem cloth is your fau l t for 
having beaten and troubled the merchants.'— 
' I have not done so,' I replied, ' the Salem 
merchants owed me large sums and delayed 
payments. So 1 wrote to Nand i Raja asking 

i.e., washed and dried before being packed. 



37C THE DIARY OF [OCT. 24, 

h i m to be pleased to speak sharply to them 
and make them pay. Nand i Raja wrote to the 
amaldar at Salem who summoned the mer­
chants, spoke sharply to them, and got my 
money.'—'Were not the merchants here 
troubled ?' he asked angri ly . I replied, ' Am 
T a judge here ? They t e l l many false stories 
to you, but I have not complained, as your 
enquiries w i l l reveal the t r u t h . I t was Nand i 
Raja's people who troubled the Salem 
merchants. 1 have never set eyes on them. 
Moreover so much cloth is not collected there 
as before. No more than 20 bales have been 
brought in so far. They have been delaying 
for the fo l lowing reasons :—There are [disturb­
ances] in Mysore. Nandi Raja desired to seize 
the present Raja of Mysore, pu t h i m in prison, 
and k i l l h i m , so that his son who was born 
last year may be placed on the throne. Then 
Nandi Raja learnt that attempts were being 
made to seize and imprison h i m and appoint the 
chief pandit, Yenkatapati Ayyan , PradhanL 
As the army was under his control, he expected 
to prevent this. As the Raja's wife is the 
daughter of Nand i Raja, the latter sent word 
to her that her husband should be p u t to 
death and her son placed on the throne. She 
replied that such a t h ing could never be done, 
for God w o u l d not suffer i t , so that, if he 
formed such plans, he w o u l d be s t r iv ing 
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against God, and suffer the consequences. At 
the same t ime she to ld her husband about 
her father's intentions, and warned h i m to be 
on his guard. The Raja thereupon collected 
4,000 f a i t h fu l men, arming both them and h im­
self. Nand i Raja also made ready, collecting 
200 European deserters, and marched to battle. 
B u t when Devaraja Udaiyar (Nandi Raja's 
elder brother and the chief dalavai) who had 
been ai l ing, learnt this, t h i n k i n g that the 
country was on the verge of destruction and 
a l l things w o u l d be ruined, i f , in tenderness 
for his health, he d i d nothing t i l l i t was too 
late, he went to his younger brother, his son-in-
law and the Raja, pacifying them, and pu t t i ng 
a stop to the war. Bu t N a n d i Raja then 
seized Venkatapati A y y a n the Pradhfini, and 
his people who followed h i m , imprisoning 
them, plundering their houses and seizing about 
6 lakhs of pagodas. None can t e l l whether 
the troubles have ceased or n o t ; and the Salem 
merchants have delayed because of the un-
governed state of the country. You had 
better wr i te to them and I also w i l l do so ; and 
cloth w i l l be sent as soon as the letters are re­
ceived. Not 100 or even 50 bales, but only 30 
bullock-loads or 20 bales of cloth, have been 
collected ; and even these have been delayed. 
The Governor again asked if the people had 
not been seized and beaten here, not in Salem 
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or in Mysore. I replied, 'They were l i v i n g 
in Salem, making money there, and I have not 
spoken w i t h them for 15 years.' Thereon the 
Governor to ld me to wr i te a letter in his name. 

I then said, ' On Muhammad ' A l i Khan's 
a r r iva l at Madras, after the visits had been 
paid, the accounts were examined, showing 
great sums due, wh ich he was required to pay 
before his departure. It was decided that when 
he brought his fami ly , he should reside in 
Muhammad Mals 1 house in Mylapore. His 
amaldars are to collect the revenue and pay it 
to the Engl ish tahsildars, and his younger 
brother is to collect the peshkash w i t h the help 
of soldiers, a few troopers, and sepoys, to be 
paid in adjustment of his debts. When 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan was thus troubled, 
t h i n k i n g that he had been entrapped, the 
English resolved, I know not why , to use their 
own troops instead of his ; so they were order­
ed to collect the peshkash f rom the poligars, 
and he was presented w i t h 2,000 pagodas last 
Saturday, and given leave. He s t i l l remains 
at Saidapet.' The Governor asked how much 
country he held. I replied, ' I have heard 
that 24 lakhs is the estimated revenue of the 
country. Out of this, the English have 
received a jaghir of 3 lakhs, besides T i rupa t i , 

1 Quere, Muhammad Kamal. 
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Chingloput, Tiruppachur, and other countries 
y ie ld ing nine lakhs. The rest remained in 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan's possession,; but the 
Engl ish have now taken the management of 
8 lakhs more of the country, whi le the re­
main ing 4 lakhs are to be reserved for the 
expenses of his household. Moreover, Tr ichi -
nopoly, exclusive of the country between the 
two rivers now in our possession, Madura, 
Tinnevel ly and other countries newly acquired 
are to remain w i t h them. He is to bear the 
cost of the establishment at Trichinopoly and 
the poligars' peshkash is to be given to the 
Engl ish ; and proper persons w i l l be sent to 
recall Mahfuz Khan. It has also been decided 
that, when the truce is over, the country 
in the possession of the French shall also f a l l 
to them.' The Governor only smiled, and said, 
' I also have heard this news. B u t affairs w i l l 
not happen as they wish. Be sure the news 
f rom Europe w i l l be quite to the contrary.' 

He then asked if there was any news from 
Arcot. I replied, ' Formerly the kotwal 's 
business was in the hands of 'Abd-u l -waMb 
Khan but now i t is in the hands of the English. 
The ki l ledar of Vellore is on the alert, as they 
are coming to demand peshkash. Moreover 
there was w i t h Murtaza ' A l i Khan, a Muham-
madan physician named ' A l i Akbar who 
managed his affairs and secretly helped h i m 
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to murder Safdar ' A l i Khan. He was given 
a jaghir of 24,000 rupees and favoured. Bu t as 
he had stolen swords and daggers from a 
Saiyid's house there, he was stabbed by the 
latter, his jaghir was resumed, and his son 
given nothing but k i n d words. Preparations 
are being made everywhere for war.' 

I then gave h i m letters from Salabat Jang 
addressed to h im , to the Governor of Madras, 
to Muhammad ' A l i Khan and to Murtaza ' A l i 
Khan of Vellore, directing the last to pay no 
peshkash to Muhammad ' A l i Khan. The 
Governor gave his letter to Madananda Pandit 
and to ld h i m to interpret i t . It says, ' I hear 
that Muhammad ' A l i Khan i s wrongfu l ly 
seeking to collect the poligars' peshkash 
which r igh t fu l ly belongs to me. I have wr i t ­
ten to h i m and to the English forbidding this 
to be done. Y o u also should wr i te to them 
about i t . Moreover on my Mysore expedi­
t ion, I desired to settle this business at Arcot, 
but I d id not go thi ther out of my regard 
for you, and on account of your agreement 
and the orders of the K i n g of France that 
there should be no war for 18 months between 
the English and the French. Therefore I 
returned to Hyderabad. When the rains are 
over, I shall march thither, when the l im i t ed 
t ime w i l l be expired. Then I w i l l settle 
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Arcot and the Carnatic in a suitable manner.'1 

He to ld me to get the letter translated into 
French, adding that he w o u l d give orders to the 
several people accordingly. As it had struck 
noon, I took leave and came home. 

When I went to the Gouvernement this morn­
ing , I heard that a palankin-boy had brought 
the headpeon this morning a letter w h i c h the 
latter then gave to the Governor. Bu t when he 
had read i t , he was angry and ordered the 
palankin-boy to be seized ; when he had been 
seized and questioned, he said he served a 
captain of soldiers, whose dubash had given 
it to h i m . When the dubash was called and 
questioned, he replied that he had found i t in 
the street opposite to M. Law's house ; that he 
had shown i t to his master who said that i t 
was addressed to the Governor, and that 

1 At the end of this day's diary is entered the French translation, 
as follows : — 

"Traduction d'une lettre de Salabetjingue recu le 24 Octobre, 
1755, a Mr le Gouverneur. 

J'ai appris que Mahomed Al ly Khan veut exiger un tribnt des 
Geraidars. Ce tribut c'est a moy a le recevoir. Je suis venu Tan-
nee passed au Maysour, d'ou il n'y a pas (loin?) jusque a Arcate, 
Je n'y ai point pass6, parceque j ' a i sou qu'il avoit entre les Francais et 
les Anglais une suspension d'armes pour dix-huit mois en attendant 
les ordres du Roi de France. C'est ce qui m'a engage a retoumer tout 
droit a Ayderabad presentment. J'ecris une lettre a Mahomed Al ly 
Khan portant de [ne] faire pareille chose. Vous aussi de notre part 
vous devex lu i ecrire comme sujet, de Ia maniere qui convient. Les 
pluies vont bientot achevez et Ia suspension d'armes ne tanjera pas a 
finir. Alors je me rendrays dans le pays et termineray toutes choses. 
Qui a l i t [sic] autre chose a vous ecrire." 



382 THE DIARY OF [OCT, 24, 

therefore he sent it by a palankin-boy to the 
headpoon. The Governor said,' It is a l ie that 
you found it in the street. What is the t r u t h ? 
Who gave you the letter ?' On his repeating 
his former words, the two were imprisoned 
separately in the choul t ry godown. Though 
his master a captain (whose name I do not 
know) saw the Governor about i t , the Gover­
nor's anger d id not abate, and he said that the 
prisoner could not be released. I enquired 
carefully about the contents of the letter and 
the reason of his anger. Some say that the 
letter may not have been signed, but that it 
may have abused the Governor for not knowing 
how to govern, so that he wishes to find out 
who wrote i t , as a similar letter was wr i t t en 15 
days ago, wh ich was found in his wri t ing-room, 
so that he could make no enquiries ; but now 
as the palankin-boy and dubash have been 
found, they are being questioned in order 
that the wri ter may be seized and punished. 
Were not formerly a few complaints made 
against M. Godehcu, and others in M. Duple ix ' 
t ime against Madame Duple ix ' injustice ? 
I hear the Governor is very pu t out at this. 

Thursday, October 30.1—At eight o'clock 
this morning, the sky was cloudy and it was 
drizzling. However I went to the Fort and 

1 17th Arppisi, Yuva. 
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paid my respects to M. Leyrit the Governor, 
who said, ' M. Tobin1 writes that Muttu Ven-
katarama Reddi is helping the English, that 
his man who came half way from Pondichery 
ran away, and that the 50 sepoys you sont are 
useless.' I replied, ' If Mut tu Venkatarama 
Reddi were really helping the English, would 
he have helped us for ten months against the 
English ? Would he have quarrelled wi th the 
English when his people were seized by them, 
beaten, wounded and kept i n prison t i l l now ? 
But in fact the same man who formerly wrote 
such praises of him now condemns him. Is 
this not evident ? Would he have written so 
if the Reddi had not been our friend ? Ho has 
often praised and blamed him before.'—' That 
is true,' he replied. As for the 50 sepoys sent 
by me being only coolies, I said that they had 
formerly served the Company but had been 
reduced. He said he would send 100 more 
sepoys to Madurantakam and asked me to 
write giving orders about i t . I said I would 
do so and came home. 

Friday, October 31.2—When I paid my res­
pects to M. Leyrit the Governor this morning, 
he told me to write a letter to the Turaiyur 
Reddi as follows :—' You have written asking 
me to send you help against your enemy who 

1 One of the French Commissaries in the disputed districts. 
2 28th Arppisi. Yuva, 
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is collecting forces at Udaiyarpalaiyam. You 
need not be alarmed. You should pay the 
Company the amount you have promised and 
I w i l l give you all necessary help against your 
enemy and see that he does not molest you. 
I am sending an officer, 50 soldiers, and 100 
sepoys to remain wi th you. You need not 
pay them anything but treat them with res­
pect/ I said I would write accordingly. He 
then gave me Nandi Raja's order to the Senda-
mangalam man and a Tamil cadjan letter to 
be translated into French. I agreed, and, 
having taken leave, went to my office at the 
flower-garden. 



1755] ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 

N O V E M B E R 1755. 

Saturday, November 1.1—As to-day and 
to-morrow are dedicated to the commemora­
t ion of A l l Souls, M. Leyr i t , the Governor, 
went to the Capuchins' church this morning, 
heard mass, and returned. I presented h i m 
w i t h a bouquet of jasmine, and said, 'Last 
n ight I received a letter from three troopers at 
Asuppur who say they are coming from Sala-
bat Jang's camp w i t h presents for you, consist­
i ng of a dress of honour, jewels set w i t h 
rubies, a sarpech, and a kalgi, and a sanad 
granting you a t i t l e . Their leader who is 
called 'Abd-ul-rahman, wants to know where 
they should hal t on their a r r iva l here. Where 
shall we lodge them ?' He' replied that they 
migh t be lodged as usual and that I might 
wr i t e accordingly. T said that I wou ld sug­
gest Nain iya Pillai 's Choul t ry or some other 
choultry outside the bound-hedge. ' Very 
wel l , ' he said. T had a reply wr i t t en at once 
to the letter by Madananda Pandit. 

I then said that it was usual to p i tch a tent 
west of the Madras gate, and asked if it might 
be done now. He inquired if I had asked the 
master-gunner whether the tent was ready 

1 19th Arppisi, Yuva. 

49 
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I said I had. Thereon he t o l d me to send for 
M. Carpentier, the master-gunner. He then 
consulted M. Delarche. 

The Governor sent for me later and t o ld me 
before going to meet them to fetch the letters 
for Salabat Jang1 and M. Bussy, so that the 
first migh t bo pu t in to the bag and sent when 
Salabat .Tang's letter2 had been read. 

Wednesday, November 12.3—At eight o'clock 
to-night, Periyanna Nayinar 's and V i r a 
Nayakkan's sons came to mo, saying, ' In 
M. le Marquis Duple ix ' t ime, the wife of M i r 
'Abd-ul-rahman of Eravasanallur was i m p r i ­
soned on Papayya Pil lai 's advice, and a Com­
pany's peon and one of our peons were placed 
over her. By g iv ing money to Raman, M. Bar-
th61emy's dubash, she has managed to settle 
the affair ; and M. Barthelemy sent for us at 
six o'clock and to ld us to release her. Wo 
said wo w o u l d do so, and also spoke to the 
Governor, who agreed. We have come to 
in fo rm you. ' I to ld them that they should do 
as the Governor had ordered, and dismissed 
them. I then came home. M i r 'Abd-ul-rah-
rcian's wife has been bargaining for the last 
month and a ha l f by means of Kulasekharam 
Venkatanaranappayyan, offering to pay 5,000 

1 Apparently in answer to the last letter from Salabat Jang. 
2 i,e., the letter on the point of arrival. 

30th Arppisi, Yuva. 
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rupees for her release, a l though our man 'Abd­
u l r a h m a n s t i l l opposes us at Eravasanallur. 
If I had spoken to the Governor and secured 
her release, and 'Abd-ul-rahman had caused 
disturbances, who knows what might have 
happened ? M. Duple ix and M. Godeheu have 
already received complaints in Europe about 
those who were imprisoned.1 So I could not 
interfere in this affair, but t o ld them to pro­
cure her release by other means. She has 
therefore spent 5,000 rupees, or perhaps twice 
as much. Only God knows what w i l l befall. 

Thursday, November 23.2—This morning i 
went to the house of M. Barthelemy the Second 
to pay my respects. He complimented me and 
said,' M. Loyr i t the Governor showed me your 
pet i t ion of yesterday about the delay in pay­
ments caused by the European sureties for the 
country revenues. He said tha t the sureties 
must be summoned to-morrow when orders 
should be passed. He w i l l mention the affair 
as soon as you go to h i m . So you had better 
go.' I agreed. 

1 I believe the reference is to the persons whom Ranga Pillai had 
imprisoned for not paying the revenues. Complaints about Ranga 
Pillai's management had certainly been sent home to Dupleix—one 
complaining of his driving out in a coach and six with a white coach­
man on the box. See Dupleix, Reponse a Ia lettre du sieur Godeheu. 
pp. 150,154 and 226. 

2 1st Karttigai, Yuca. 
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I then said, ' There is a vi l lage called Sri-
va laput t i i r near the banks of the two rivers 
in Srirangam given as inam to Dakshinamur t i 
Sastri who is w i t h Nana Bhaj i Rao. M. Fla 
court has been constantly t roubl ing h i m . 
K i n d l y give me an order forbidding h i m from 
doing so/ He gave it me and I took it to the 
Gouvernement. 

The Governor, who had sent for M. Solmi-
niac, the surety for Gingec, had been asking 
severely w h y the money for the Gingee country 
had not been paid. I da not know whether 
M. Solminiac had objected to paying in any of 
his perquisites ; or how the Governor had 
scolded h im . Bu t he was looking very down­
cast as he came out. 

The Governor then sent for M. du Bausset 
and asked h i m severely in my presence w h y he 
had not paid me the lease amount for the 
Cheyyur country. He replied that only four 
or five thousand rupees was due. I replied, 
'I gave you for 12,000 rupees country y ie ld ing 
15,000 rupees, and not a cash has been yet 
paid. ' M. du Bausset asked the Governor w h y 
he, a Councillor, could not have what w o u l d 
otherwise have gone to a black man, and said 
that M. Godeheu had settled the matter. The 
Governor replied sharply,4 How can you cal l 
h i m a black man ? He has author i ty to give or 
take away. He can do whatever he th inks 
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best. So give up the country at once.' I said, 
' It is true that, when M. Godoheu was here, ho 
pu t the country in charge of wr i te r Ranga 
P i l l a i . But when the whole country was given 
to me, I gave h i m for 12,000 rupees country 
for w h i c h any one else w o u l d have paid me 
15,000 rupees. That is the whole story/ The 
Governor said severely that he must pay. 
M. du Eausset agreed, but added submissively, 
'I have a large fami ly . I have two sons in 
Europe and others here. My expenses are 
great; so please accept 10,000 rupees.' The 
Governor smiled and to ld h i m that he ftiust 
settle the matter w i t h me, but asked if I wou ld 
take the sum. As M. du Bausset who had 
spoken so proudly had dropped his haughty 
tone, and as I was asked to do this by one so 
great, I accepted. M. du Bausset then took 
leave and departed. 

The Governor then summoned M. Bury, 
surety for T i r u v i t i in the Panchmahal, and 
asked h i m why he had not paid last year's 
balance of 1,09,000 rupees together w i t h that 
year's kists and customary allowances. He 
replied that the amount due was less. Ho was 
then shown his son-in-law, M. La Tour's k i s t 
account drawn up after the accounts had been 
closed ; but he replied that the customary 
allowances usually went to the Company. The 
Governor said, ' Y o u need not trouble about 
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that. Ranga P i l l a i w i l l see to that, No one 
else has any authority. ' He then said that ho 
would wri te to M. La Tour and settle the busi­
ness, and went away submissively. 

The Governor then called his Secretary 
M. Mauricet, and asked h i m w h y he and M. Le 
Blanc had not paid the large dues on account 
of T i rukkoy i lu r , Ka lkur ich i , Tiruppalaippan-
dal, Tiruvannamalai, etc., countries. M. Maur i ­
cet replied that as they had spent certain sums 
on the country, they had thought that i t would 
be sufficient if those sums were recovered, and 
that I had been delaying them, but that M. Le 
Blanc was expected here on November 15 or 16. 
' W i l l he br ing the money ?' the Governor 
asked. 'Certainly, ' he replied. The Governor 
said that it must be paid, and sont h i m away. 

He thon called M. Couchard who is surety 
for Chidambaram in the Panchmahal, and 
asked h i m w h y he had not paid. He said he 
wou ld pay what was due. The Governor 
exclaimed angrily, ' What do you want w i t h the 
country and lands? Give them up.' He 
answered that he had stood surety for a three 
years' lease and invested large sums but that 
he would pay the whole quickly . Then he 
departed. 

When a l l had gone but me, the Governor 
said, ' Y o u trusted these writers and officials 
and gave them country. Could they pay ten 
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fanams if you tortured them all day long? 
You must find enough out of the collections 
for the September pay.' I said I would pay in 
the collections. It was then half-past twelve. 
The Governor said that Appu Mudali could be 
sent for to-morrow and the Villupuram affair 
settled. I took leave and came home. 

Kumara Venkatachala Reddi who formerly 
ruled Turaiyur was son of Muttu Basava 
Reddi and younger brother of Papu Reeldi ; and 
Kunnayyan, his elder brother, was dalavai. 
These quarrelled wi th Papu Reddi who killed 
Kunnayyan and set up his own son as poligar. 
So Venkatachala Roddi, the younger brother, 
went to Udaiyarpalaiyam to collect forces in 
order to attack and recover Tnraiyur ; as the 
Governor of Pondichery had received the pesh-
kash from Papu Reddi and was helping him, 
Venkatachala Reddi sont Koneri Rao (formerly 
vaki l of Varada Roddi) w i th presents to nego­
tiate wi th the Pondichery people and wi th 
the letters to the Governor and me desiring us 
not to help Papu Reddi but to capture Turaiyur 
and give it to him, promising in return to give 
the peshkash and a nazar. I told Koneri Rao 
that the time was not suitable and that he 
must wait. He did not agree to this, but I 
hear that he visited [the Governor] this even­
ing wi th a nazar of 400 rupees, by means of 
M. du Bausset, delivering the letters and 
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reporting the news. The Governor said that 
although it was al l true and Venkatachala 
Reddi was the rightful master, he must wait 
for a while, and dismissed him, ordering an 
allowance of rice to be given. 

Sunday, November 16.1—At eight o'clock this 
morning, I went to the Fort. When the Gov­
ernor had returned from church after hearing 
mass, I prefented him wi th a bouquet. M, 
Guillard, M. Boyelleau, M. Le Noir and some 
officers paid their respects. M. Leyrit was 
then talking wi th M. Saubinet. When 
M. Guillard and M. Miran were going down­
stairs, they beckoned me, and in my presence, 
told Guntur Yenkatachala Chetti, that, when 
the Govornor went yesterday evening to 
Yilliyanallur, my amaldars had not given him 
a nazar, and that they must be ordered not 
to omit this again. They also said that the 
Governor had ordered the catamaran-people to 
be sent to the river. 

M. Very, M. Goupil, M. Chevreau, M. Sol-
miniac, M. Brenier—five persons in all—who 
had assembled in M. Chovreau's room down­
stairs, went up pointing at me wi th malicious 
joy, saying that it was most unjust to remove 
them2 on the ground that security was not 
required, when they had paid in the due 

14th Karttigai, Yuva. 
2 From their positions as sureties to the under-rentera, 
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amounts, and that it was due to the renters' 
deceit. Thus they went up to relate all this 
and other matters to the Governor, but I 
took no notice of i t . 

After talking wi th M. Guillard and taking 
leave of him, I went to M. Bertrand's office as 
M. Miran wanted me. When I and M. Miran 
had exchanged compliments, th6 latter said 
that I was very lucky. ' How ?' I asked. 
He replied, 1I was sitting at supper wi th the 
Governor the night before last, when two 
Councillors, another gentleman and M. Chev-
reau criticised your management of the coun­
try. But M. Loyrit replied, " When M. Gode-
heu departed, he made me Governor, giving 
me liberty to do as I pleased ; but he advised 
me to give Ranga Pillai the Carnatic subah 
to manage as he thought best, Ranga Pillai 
can act as freely as I can, wi th regard to the 
country. I cannot interfere wi th him or 
prevent him from doing what he pleases. But 
I shall be careful to collect the money from 
him, and no one can interfere wi th him about 
the country. Don't talk vainly. You must 
regard him and his affairs as you regard me 
and mine. That is the only course." We 
were all surprised that the Governor should 
have blackened the faces of these men. That 
is why I call you fortunate.' He added, [ 

]. 
50 
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Wednesday, November 19.1—1 heard that as 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan (who was halting near 
Tiruvallur) had published by beat of tom-tom 
his intention of marching against Yenkatagiri 
Yachama Nayakkan's son, the latter had come 
to terms and agreed to pay 1,40,000 rupees, 
sending a bond for a lakh, which Muhammad 
' A l i K h k had received, but that he was conti­
nuing to trouble them on the protext that large 
sums were s t i l l due from Yachama Nayakkan's 
younger brother. None of the poligars have 
paid their peshkash, but their vakils are 
discussing i t , while the poligars are preparing 
to try their strength against Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan, should he attack them. [ 

]• 
Thursday, November 20.2—The Governor 

said this morning that he had received a letter 
from Srirangam w i t h news that Nandi Raja 
had been ki l led in Mysore, and asked if it was 
true. I replied, ' I have already mentioned 
Nandi Mja's intention of k i l l ing the Rajfi of 
Mysore and placing his son on the throne, and 
the attempts made to seize Nandi Raja and 
keep him in custody. The Raja in his anger 
may have been strong enough to k i l l Nandi 
Raja or cast him into a hill fort, but no 
definite news has come though there are 
several stories about the matter.' 

1 7th Karttigai Yuva. 2 8th Karttigai, Yuva.. 
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Sunday, November 30}—To-day's news is as 
fdllows :—Morari Mo marched w i th his army 
against Coja Namat-ul-lah Khan who fled alone 
on horseback from Adoni to Rajapalaiyam or 
thereabouts. His army has been overthrown, 
and his tents, elephants, horses, goods, treasure, 
etc., have fallen into Morari Rao's hands. 
Moreover the latter has seized Adoni, Raya-
choti, Gooty- and other forts w i th the countries 
belonging to them. When this news reached 
the people of A m i , respectable persons there 
wrote to me. Astrologers have foretold that 
the Muhammadan countries w i l l be seized by 
the Hindus ; signs of this are now visible and 
I think their predictions w i l l be fulfilled. 

1 18th Karttigai, Yuva. 2 Sic. 
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DECEMBER 1755. 

Monday, December 1.1 Venkatanaraya-
nappa Ayyan , the Mysore v a k i l , came to me 
and reported as follows the occurrences at 
Seringapatam, the capital of Mysore :— 
'Fo rmer ly the Raja of Mysore and Nand i 
Raja disagreed, so the latter wanted to k i l l 
the Raja and place his son on the throne. B u t 
the Raja is the son-in-law of Nandi Raja ; and 
when the lattor to ld his daughter secretly 
about i t , she reported it to her husband, the 
Raja, who w i t h a small army prepared for 
war. On learning this, Devaraja Udaiyar, the 
chief dalavai, regardless of his i l l -heal th, 
warned his son-in-law of his danger and 
reconciled them. Venkatapati A y y a n , the old 
Pradhani, was at that t ime confined in his 
own house and kept in safe custody ; but on 
the 12th day in the dark ha l f of Aswija,2 

guards wore set on the Raja in his palace ; 
and the dalavai summoned the old Pradhani 
Venkatapati A y y a n , his son and others, to his 
house and to ld them that though they and the 
Raja were as uncles and son-in-law, they and 
the Raja had resolved to k i l l each other, bu t 
lihat he need not trouble himself about wha t 

1 19th Karttigai, Yuva. 2 i.e., November 1. 
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w o u l d come to pass, or take any part in i t ; 
he reminded h i m that he had served as 
Pradhani under his younger brother, to whom 
[the former Raja] at the t ime of his death had 
entrusted his welfare, so that he became one 
of his household, when ho had not even conjee 
to d r i n k , and under such protection had 
become Pradhani of Mysore and the master of 
lakhs. Besides this some t ime after the former 
Raja's death, when he had been desired to 
retain the office of Pradhani, he had refused, 
but had s t i l l been suffered to enjoy his grants 
of land and other property, so that he should 
not have proved a sinner against God. 
Yenkatapati A y y a n replied that that was a l l 
true, but that his master had sent for h i m 
and to ld h i m hal f a dozen times that as Nandi 
Raja wanted to pu t an end to h im , he must be 
seized and kept in prison, that he was bound 
to do as he was desired, inasmuch as he had 
eaten the Raja's food, and that that was w h y 
he had acted thus. On hearing this, Devaraja 
Udaiyar replied, ' ' Y o u served not the Raja 
but my younger brother Nandi Raja who was 
Sarvadhikari . At the t ime of the [former 
Raja's] death, he entrusted you to me and I 
protected you. So you as my man should 
have to ld me what your master said when he 
consulted you instead of acting as you d id . " 
Thus Yenkatapat i A v y a n , the former Pradhani, 
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and his wife were chained and imprisoned in 
Manva l l id rng , and his son and his son-in-law 
in ;another drug the name of which is 
unknown . His brother-in-law and his wife 
were imprisoned in Kapaldrug. Thus a l l his 
people were imprisoned, and their houses and 
property, gardens, inam villages, etc., were 
given to Nand i Raja. Three or four days 
later, people were allowed to go in and out of 
the palace ; but his master the Raja feared 
what migh t happen to h i m ; and certain 
jemadars, officials, merchants and others 
concerned in this affair also feared, and the 
whole t o w n was alarmed. Day and n ight 
men burnt w i t h terror at the thought of being 
falsely accused, not knowing what migh t 
happen. A l l this happened a month ago, 
but I do not know what has happened since. 
If the t ime had been fortunate such things 
w o u l d not have happened in the Raja's palace 
in the town. I t is a sign of i l l - f o r t u n e ; there 
are no l i m i t s to what is said by the people of 
Seringapatam and the Mysore country• It is 
sixteen days since any news or travellers came 
thence. Thus disturbances reign even in the 
palace, one seeking to slay another. What the 
astrologer Sitarama formerly said has come to 
pass and we shall see what w i l l happen.' 
Venkatanaranappa A y y a n then said tha t he 
w o u l d go to V i l l i y a n a l l u r early to-morrow, 
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and alter t a l k i n g about other affairs, took 
leave saying that he wanted two pieces of 
broadcloth. 

Wednesday, December 3.1This morning 
Kas tu r i I langayyan (Turaiyur Papu Keddfs 
v a k i l ) paid his respects to the Governor when 
he was w a l k i n g up and down. The Governor 
t o ld me to ask h i m what he had come for. He 
said that he had been sent w i t h a letter 
congratulat ing the Governor on his receiving 
the t i t l e of Azam-ud-daulah, w i t h the Kalgi, 
ftarpech, dress of honour and other presents 
f rom Salabat Jang. The Governor refused 
to receive the letter as the Tura iyur Recidi 
had treated M. T i l l y , the officer, and 50 
soldiers disrespectfully, refusing to receive 
either them or his letter. I mentioned this 
matter to Kas tu r i I langayyan, to learn his 
opinion, so that I m igh t report it to the 
Governor. B u t he replied, 'What can be done ? 
He8 has not more than one head that he should 
disobey the Governor, so let my message be 
heard.' The Governor however s t i l l refused 
to hear h i m , and went in after t a l k i n g to 
M. Saubinet for about an hour. I went to my 
office in the flower-garden. 

Saturday, December 6.3—This morning 
M. Gu i l l a rd said,'I want to v i s i t Kadapakkam 

1 21st Karttigai, Yuva. 2 i.e., the Turaiyur poligar. 
2 24th Karttigai, Yuva. 
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and Madurantakam for nine or ten days. 80 
write to your amaldars there to get me plenty 
of birds and game.' I replied, 'I knew you 
were going there, so I have already written for 
you to be supplied w i th plenty of frui t and 
hunting. I have also ordered you to be receiv­
ed w i t h all respect.' He thanked me much. 

M. Boyelleau said that he was going to 
Chidambaram and I replied to h im as I had to 
M. Guillard. M. Cornet said that he was also 
going thither and I said the same to h im 
also.1 

M. Miran then asked me about Alisapak-
kam. I said the fault lay wi th Guntur Ven-
katachala Chetti, who had promised that he 
himself would come and settle the matter. . 

The Brahmans then brought a list to M. 
Barthelemy, etc., showing that 52 bales had 
been packed, so that, including the 42 bales on 
hand, the number was 94. Then al l dispersed. 

Afterwards a peon came and said that the 
Governor wanted me. When I went, he read to 
me a letter from the commandant of Vriddha-
chalam saying that two Company's sepoys and 
25 troopers had reached Tittagudi, and asked 
me about them. I replied, ' When I reported 
this matter, you said you would write ordering 
them to be seized on the first opportunity, I 

1 These three were going to inspect the state of the revenue. 



1755) ANANDA RANGA PILLAI 401 

have h.eard noth ing fresh. A l t h o u g h we t r y 
to avoid disputes, the Engl ish have seized the 
T i t t agud i country and are causing disturb­
ances. So we should act sui tably. ' The Gover­
nor t o l d me to wr i t e to my amaldars there to 
find out how many there were and how many 
should be despatched against them. I agreed. 

I . then said, ' A y y a n Sastri forced his way 
in to me, besides sending several people to me 
on his behalf, to secure my forgiveness and 
protection. He then settled his accounts for 
51,000 and odd rupees in the presence of Sungu 
S6shachala Chetti, Guntur Venkatachala 
Chetti , Karanapuram Ti ruppa l i Chett i and 
Kanda! Guruvappa Chett i g iv ing a noto fixing 
the instalments to be paid this year, and he is 
to pay now 50,000 rupees inc lud ing the o ld 
balance. I took the signatures of the wi t ­
nesses to both the documents ; and it was 
agreed that he should become amaldar on his 
furnishing personal security, that I should 
appoint my own men as tahsildar and account­
ant to collect revenue and receive five per 
cent l i k e those who furnish cash security, 
wh i l e he should be responsible for any profit 
or loss. An agreement has thus been made 
and he has pa id 30,000 rupees w h i c h I have 
delivered to M. Gui l l a rd . He has promised to 
pay the balance of 20,000 rupees in four or five 
days, and send the toranam chits to-morrow, 

51 
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Here are translations of the papers w i th a l l 
details about the dates of payment, and of the 
paper given last year, agreeing to pay 51,000 
and odd rupees whenever demanded. When 
the Europeans formerly had the renters under 
them, they said that they had lost 1| lakhs of 
rupees. M. Very stood surety for the Wandi-
wash country w i t h this Sastri as renter ; M. 
Solminiac was surety for Gingee wi th Narana 
Sastri ; and they wrote that they had borrow­
ed 10,000 rupees in excess. When I told you 
that a l l this was false and that I would prove 
i t , you did not believe me un t i l Ayyan 8astri 
had settled the Wandiwash affair. Narana 
Sastri is making proposals about Gingee and 
it w i l l be settled in two days, when I w i l l give 
[? the amount]. The same is the case w i t h 
the other European sureties. As you are 
dealing w i t h this carefully, falsehood cannot 
succeed but the t ru th w i l l appear. After 
saying a l l this, I gave him my French represent­
ation. Aftei1 reading the three papers, he 
asked me if it was true that the Wandiwash 
affair had been settled as I had written. I 
said that it had been settled in the presence 
of four witnesses who had signed to i t . The 
Governor then asked if I did not know that 
the Europeans had given h im their names. 
' What further proof is needed ?' I asked,' can 
anyone doubt what ho has seen ?' To this, 
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the Governor replied that he would speak 
to me again after the Gingee affair had been 
ettled. ' Very good,' I replied. 

I then reported that Muhammad ' A l i Khan 
had agreed to accept 2,40,000 rupees from 
Yachama Nayakkan1 and two lakhs from 
Damrulwa2 inclusive of darbar expenses and 
a lakh and a half from the Raja of Karvdti3 

which sums are to be paid at Madras by the 
sowcars ; that ho was marching against the 
other poligars ; and that Murtaza ' A l i Khan 
had agreed to pay Muhammad ' A l i Khan a 
lakh of rupees, supplying h im wi th 500 mi l i ­
tary and 200 horse. I then went to the sorting-
godown. 

Tuesday, December 9. —At about half-past 
seven this morning, I went to the Fort. After 
visiting the parade ground, whore the Europe­
ans were dril l ing, the Governor returned home 
at eight, and went upstairs, accompanied by 
the officers. I paid my respects. Two English 
officers on their way from Madras to Fort St. 
David also visited the Governor. When they 
had taken leave, the Governor asked a certain 
person from these parts (his name I do not 
know) where the Nana was. He replied, ' He 
is at Poona preparing to attack Salabat Jang. 

• 1 The Venkatagiri poligar. 2 The Kalabasti poligar. 
3 Or Bommarajapatyiyam. * 27th Karttigai Yuva. 



Raghoba and Mulhari Rao Holkar are march­
ing from Delhi w i th 60,000 horse and the Nana 
is waiting for their arrival. RaghojiBhonsla's 
non and Kanoji Bhonsla are halting w i th 
40,000 horse on the banks of the Kistna, mean­
ing to attack Savanur, Bankapnram and 
Mysore and settle affairs in the Carnatic.' 
The Governor replied that the talk of the 
Nana's attacking Salabat Jang was false, but 
that ho had ordered the letters to be translated 
into French and that ho would decide what 
should bo done afterwards. He then told the 
Nana's man to go, so he took leave, and I went 
to my office in the flower-garden. 

Tho Srirangam Brahmans report that they 
have received letters saying that M. Flacourt 
sent 50 sepoys to the house of an Achariyar 
(whose name I do not know), and that theso 
mon seized and beat him, stole soma money, 
and ravished the women, so that all classes of 
Brahmans and others—10,000 persons in a l l -
assembled together, closed the temples of Sri­
rangam, and Jambukeswaram and mounted 
on the gopurams, whereon M. Flacourt fled. 

Friday, December 12.1—A peon came and 
said that the Governor wanted me, so I went 
upstairs. Muhammad Kamal's son and his 
son-in-law named Saiyid Husain wrote to 

1 1st Margali, [Yuva]. 
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Muhammad ' A l i Khan that they were bringing 
their families and that he should be pleasod to 
forgive their father's faults and bestow ground 
on which to build a tomb for him. Muham­
mad ' A l i Khan replied invi t ing him to come. 
These letters have boon intercepted and the 
hbad-peon brought the bearer and thelettors 
to the Governor, who sent for me and Mada-
nanda Pandit, gave us 14 or 15 letters and told 
us to interpret them. The letters mention 
their deposit of money at Madras and 
Mylapore, their bringing their families, their 
request of a parwana from Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan, the replies writton to Saiyid Fatteh 
Khan, etc., nobles wi th Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan, and the lattor's cowlo permitting them 
to come, and their letter to their agents there. 
Madananda Pandit read these letters and I 
interpreted them. They say that they have 
resolved to depart and join Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan, that Husain the mahout has troubled 
them unjustly about Hasan-ud-din Khan's 
dues as if the money were in their hands, 
but that Hasan-ud-din Khan's adopted son 
Baqir Miyan, assisted them, undertaking the 
responsibility, that the matter has been 
referred to arbitrators and w i l l be settled, 
that for these reasons they are resolved to 
depart and that a parwana from Muhammad 
' A l i Khan should ba sent to the amaldar of 
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Tirupati to provide 20 pagodas for building a 
tomb over the body of Muhammad Kamal, 
together w i t h ten cawnies of land as inam. 
When the Governor had heard al l this, he said 
that the Muhammadan must be brought to­
morrow or the day after, after being ques­
tioned and receiving 25 stripes, but t i l l then 
he must be kept under close guard and this 
matter was not to be revealed to anybody. It 
was then half-past twelve. The Governor 
took back the letters and we came away. 

I well know that because Madananda 
Pandit has received kindness from Muhammad 
Kamal's son, he concealed certain facts when 
reading the letters. When it was written 
that he would set out w i th his family on 
the first opportunity, Madananda Pandit add­
ed that he would do so wi th the permission of 
the Governor. Again when he read the pass­
age about money, he added goods and women's 
cloths wi th other deviations. But although I 
knew that he was doing this, I said nothing, 
for, as the proverb says,' Water always stands 
i n a pit.1 

Sunday, December 14.1—When the Governor 
had returned to the Fort from church at half -
past eight this morning, I went and paid my res-
pects. The Srirangam Brahmans prepnted a 

1 3rd Margali, Yuva. 
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petition complaining that M. Flacourt at 
Srirangam had sent guards to carry off four 
women from NMamuni Achariyar's house. 
The Governor read this and gave it to M. 
BartMiemy, who also read i t . I think they 
have resolved to recall him. I then went to 
my office in the flower-garden. 

Considering the dishonour brought upon 
the town by the injustice here, I do not th ink 
the town w i l l prosper. When Arcot, Trichino-
poly, Madras, Mysore, Tanjore, etc., countries 
were ruined, similar ill-deeds had been done 
w i th consequent disturbances. In times of 
prosperity justice is done and tho ruler is 
obeyed, as I have seen w i t h my own eyes. 
But now perceiving what takes place here and 
in the countries belonging to i t , I fear what 
may happen. In fidelity and piety I pray that 
God w i l l protect the town. But who can resist 
fate? 

Wednesday, December 17?—I paid my res­
pects to M. Leyrit the Governor at the Fort at 
half-past seven this morning, wi th others, and 
I mentioned the sorting of unbleached cloth. 

I then reported as follows :—The old poligar 
of Turaiyur was Papu Reddi's elder brother's 
son ; he fled to Udaiyarpalaiyam where he 
collected an army to attack Papu Reddi. Our 

1 6th Margali, Yuva. 
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commandant, M. Ti l ly , who was camping out­
side the Turaiyur limits wi th 50 soldiers, sent 
to Srirangam for reinforcements from M. 
Medere on perceiving that Papu Reddi had 
marched out wi th his army. The French 
captured Turaiyur on the night of Friday, 
December 12. Papu Reddi's son who was 
poligar has fled, as well as Papu Roddi who 
had marched out. M. Ti l ly has written to the 
old poligar who had gone to Udaiyarpalaiyam, 
and I hear that he w i l l be installed in the fort 
of Turaiyur. The Governor said this news 
was true and that ho had heard the same. 
When M., Barthelemy and others had gone 
away, I took leave and went to my office in 
the flower-garden. 

Thursday, December 18.1—At eight o'clock 
this morning, I went to the Fort when the 
Governor received Salabat Jang's letter scaled 
w i t h his seal and brought by Shaikh ' Abdul ­
rahman and Husain the mahout, along wi th 
Salabat Jang's presents. Salabat Jang has 
written that they were bringing elephants, 
which must be fetched in . I had inquired 
into his business by arbitrators, and found 
that money was due to him, which must 
be paid. When I reported this, the Gover­
nor replied that they would not go away 

1 7th Margali, Yuva. 
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without their money, and asked what should 
be done if they proved obstinate. I said that 
the matter must be arranged by fear or the 
four kinds of conduct1. The Governor said that 
he had done his best and that he did not know 
what more could be done. 

The Governor gave me French drafts of the 
letters to be written to Salabat Jang and 
Haidar Jang. The contents of Salabat .Tang's 
letter are as follows :—' After your becoming 
master of the Deccan subahs, you strove hard 
to help the Paelshah in his affairs, whereat the 
Padshah was pleased to give you the t i t le of 
Madar-ul-mulk2 to the joy of all . I am con­
stantly praying that God may bless you wi th 
prosperity and health ; I rejoice at your receiv­
ing that tit le ; and I congratulate you, myself, 
and your people.' Thus a congratulatory Per­
sian letter was written to Salabat Jang on 
account of the valorous title of Madar-ul-mulk 
bestowed on him by the Padshah. 

The contents of Coja Qalandar Khan Haidar 
Jang's letter are as follows :—'I have learnt 
from M. Bussy's letter of your assistance of the 
French and your helping them in times of 
difficulties. May God keep you on our side 
and not change your mind. I also w i l l behave 
to your satisfaction.' The Governor told me 

1 See note 2, p. 144 supra. 2 i.e., the Pivot of the Realm-

52 



410 THE DIARY OF [DEC. 18, 

to write in Persian these letters of compliments. 
Saying I would do so, I received the French 
drafts and had the letters written by Mada-
nanda Pandit. They were then sealed and 
given to M. Chevreau. 

Friday, December 19.1—At half-past seven 
this morning, I meant to visit the Second, 
but was told that he had gone to his new gar­
den. I went therefore to the Fort and visited 
the Governor. He said that he was wri t ing 
letters to M. Bussy and Salabat Jang and 
asked me if there was any news about Muham­
mad ' A l i Khan of Arcot. I replied, 'The 
present Muhammadan month is Rabi-ul-aw-
wal, on the 2nd of which month, correspond­
ing wi th December 7th, the English flag at 
Arcot was pulled down and Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan's flag was hoisted. The fort has been 
named Muhammad Nur2 and a salute of 21 
guns was fired. It was proclaimed by beat of 
tom-tom throughout the Arcot army that 
Muhammad ' A l i Khan should henceforward 
be called Umdat-ul-mulk Siraj-ud-daulah 
Bahadur Dilawar Jang, and that a l l who failed 
to do so should be fined.' The Governor asked 
if this was true, or whether any one had 
given him the title or whether he had assumed 

x 8th Margali, Yuva. 
• Arcot is known among Muhammadans as either Muhammadpur 

or Dar-un-nur. 
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it himself. I replied,' Only yesterday Salabat 
Jang wrote complaining that a l though the 
Subah of Arcot belonged to M. Dupleix , the 
Engl ish and Muhammad ' A l i Khan had seized 
the country, and were collecting peshkash, 
etc., f rom the poligars and kil ledars. Yachama 
Nayakkan and Damalwar have settled for 2½ 
lakhs of rupees each and Bommaraja of Kar-
vetirajapalaiyam for a l a k h of pagodas ; but it 
is uncertain whether their countries are w o r t h 
so much. The k i l lcdar of Vellore has paid a 
l a k h of rupees, and sent assistance. The k i l l c ­
dar of Satghar has settled for 50,000 rupees. 
Since he has collected these sums w i t h o u t 
complaint, who can complain of his t i t l e ? Does 
he not know this ? Therefore he behaves thus. 
He seems to be one who behaves calmly and 
discreetly, w i t h o u t precipitat ion. 1 believe 
this is because the Marathas are strong enough 
to establish or overthrow the Padshah. The 
Nana has seized Salabat Jang's countries 
so that only part of the Hyderabad country 
remains in his, possession, but even there he 
cannot keep order, for he has no money to 
pay. the army and has to w i n k at much. The 
Nawab of Cuddapah is seizing some country ; 
Mora r i Kao has seized the country belonging 
to Coja Namat-ul- lah Khan, the subahdar of 
Adon i , w i t h i ts dependencies and ki l las , and 
the Coja has either fled or been made prisoner. 
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Yet at such a time he1 remains quiet and 
seizes no countries. Moreover when the 
English have recalled their people, he said that 
he would entertain those who were wi l l ing 
to serve him for six or seven rupees, and about 
3,000 match-lock-people did so. I hear that 
the day Muhammad ' A l i Khan's flag was 
hoisted at Arcot, the English flags at the forts 
of Kaveripakkam and Timi r i and at the 
Moghul's posts were also pulled down, and his 
flag was hoisted instead.' The Governor 
asked if all this was true. I replied that that 
was what had been written. Thereon ho told 
me to write it out in French. I did accord­
ingly. 

A letter was written to M. Bussy about the 
Padshah's granting to Salabat Jang the 
valorous title of Madar-ul-mulk, w i t h a dress 
of honour, kalgi, etc., concerning which the 
Governor had written a French letter of 
compliment to Salabat Jang and [ 

Saturday, December 27.2—I went to the 
Governor this morning and paid my respects. 
There is a village called Nagalpakkam in the 
Karunguli country. When a ryot was pull ing 
down an old wall to build a new one, he found 
a small vessel containing 1,500 copper cash 

1 i.e , Muhammad 'Al!. 2 16th Margali, Yuva, 
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buried in the earth. The other ryots reported 
this to the officer in charge of treasure who 
showed the vessel to M. du Rocher at Madu-
rantakam, and presented a mahzar attestod by 
the accountant, the deshmukh and others. 
Mut tu Venkatarama Reddi put the find in 
a vessel which he sealed up and sent w i th a 
cadjan letter to dubash Ella Pillai , the renter 
of the village under M. Very, the monigar. 
Mut tu Venkatarama Reddi's man, Yegnam 
Pattar and dubash Ella Pil lai brought the 
pot to my house and reported the matter. I 
told them to wait upstairs w i t h it at the 
Gouvernement and not to touch the seal. After 
the cloth had been examined. I went upstairs 
at ten o'clock and paid my respects to the 
Governor in his room, placing the sealed vessel 
before h im and reporting the matter to h im. 
He broke the seal, emptied the vessel, and 
found the copper cash crusted over and the 
inscription unreadable. He told me to clean 
the coins, so that the inscription might bo 
read, and then report what it was. So I 
ordered the coins to be put into the pot again 
and taken to my house to be cleaned w i t h 
tamarind. 

He then said, ' Two Persian letters came 
yesterday from Vijayarama Raja ; I th ink 
one of them is for you and the other for me ; 
.see if it is so.' As the letters were in Persian, 
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I could not read them, so I called Madarianda 
Pandit, who was outside, and told him to 
read the addresses. He did so and said that 
one was addressed to me and the other to Pir 
Muhammad who had come here from Ganjam. 
The Governor then told me to report my 
letter. I told Madananda Pandit to read it in 
the Governor's presence. He did so ; it is as 
follows :—' I rejoiced at your letter asking me 
to send to Nawab Azam-ud-daulah Baliadar 
Eustum Jang a letter of compliment w i th 
nazars on his accession as Governor of Pondi-
chery. As you wrote thus for my welfare, I 
w i l l after due deliberation send, if you so 
order, by a hired vessel, head-dresses suitable 
to his name. Be pleased to deliver them to him, 
read my letters to him, and explain all matters. 
Send me also letters of recommendation to 
M. Bussy, otherwise called Umdat-ul-mulk, 
about my mansab jaghir, and to Shaikh 
Ibrahim, together wi th powder, shot, flints 
and two or three cannon.' I interpreted the 
letter to the Governor, as Madananda Pandit 
read i t . The Governor said he would write 
to M. Moracin to supply him w i t h powder, shot, 
etc., and give letters of recommendation to 
M. Bussy and Shaikh Ibrahim. I agreed that 
that should be done. He then asked who 
Shaikh Ibrahim was. I replied, ' Shaikh 
Ibrahim came wi th Shaikh Hasan from Mahe. 
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After 'Abd-ul-rahman's coming, he was 
removed and pu t to trouble ; but M. Dupleix 
then appointed h i m sardar of 500 foot and 300 
horse under me on my recommendation. He 
was subsequently given the t i t l e of Nawab, a 
mansab of 5,000 horse, the Fish standard and 
other marks of honour ; when he was sent to 
Rajahmundry and Ellore, he thought, there­
fore, that he was l ike a nawab sent by Salabat 
Jang. Y o u we l l know the present state of 
things.' The Governor said that, when ho 
was at Mahe, he had known Shaikh Hasan, 
Shaikh 'Abd-ul-rahman and Shaikh Ibrahim, 
when they could not l ive as we l l as a cooly, 
but tha t now these men were wor th lakhs and 
called themselves nawabs. Thus he spoke of 
them for about an hour. 

The Governor then said that he had heard 
nothing of Muhammad ' A l i Khan and his 
present relations w i t h the English. I replied 
that since I had reported to h i m last, I had 
heard that Muhammed ' A l i Khan had been 
very sick. 

The Governor then said, ' I hear that 
a certain Brahman has gone from here to 
Chetpattu. Who is he, and who sent h i m ?' 
I replied that he had been sent by the 
Governor's order but that, as ho had not be­
haved properly, he had been recalled, as I had 
reported. The Governor to ld me again to 
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enquire and let h i m know by whom he was 
sent. I said I w o u l d do so. 

The Governor then to ld me he had received 
a letter from the commandant of Vr iddha­
chalam saying that as the Udaiyar's people had 
d r iven off the cattle from the Vriddhachalam 
country, he had wr i t t en severely to the Udai-
yar, and had seized cattle in retaliation. 
'That 's r ight, ' I replied, ' f o r otherwise they 
w o u l d certainly not keep qu ie t ; some foot 
and horse should be sent in to their jungles to 
alarm them. As for the Ti t tagudi affair,' 1 
added, ' troops should be sent to capture the 
place, otherwise they w i l l not keep quiet, as I 
formerly wrote in French. Y o u agreed that 
it should be done. Let it be done now.'—' I 
w i l l do as you say,' the Governor replied. 

Sunday, December 28}—This morning M. 
Saubinet and others took leave of the Governor 
and set out for V i l l i yana l lu r , as to-day has 
been chosen as an auspicious day for conse­
crating the walls of the new-buil t fort, 
christening i t , and hoisting the flag. I took 
leave of the Governor and went to my office 
i n the f l ower -ga rden . 

This afternoon a letter was received f rom 
Mangfi, P i l l a i , amaldar of V i l l i yana l l a r , saying 
that the fort had been christened and the flag 

1 17th Margali, Yuva. 
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hoisted under a salute of 21 guns, but that, as 
a gun went off before the European who 
cleaned it out and inserted the powder could 
get away, as he was s t i l l standing at its mouth, 
he was severely burnt, and carried off dying 
in a cot-palankin to Pondichery. People say 
that, as this evil omen occurred when the flag 
was hoisted over the fort, the guns were fired, 
and a festival held for the first time, thus 
occasioning a human sacrifice, none can tell 
what may happen. 

I heard to-day that Venkatanarayanappa 
Ayyan, the Mysore vakil , who has come back 
from Villiyanallur after staying there three 
days, visited Papayya Pillai's where he con­
ferred w i th Madananda Pandit and others and 
wrote a letter to Mysore which was sent off 
last n ight ; and I hear that other vain talk 
took place. I think this is because Nandi 
Raja had promised to give M. and Mme. 
Dupleix a certain sum every year; and Papayya 
Pil lai has spread a rumour that M. Dupleix is 
coming back, making much of i t , and declaring 
that the country w i l l be given back to him. 
He is going about wri t ing accounts of the 
revenue and conversing wi th many. I think 
he has written about this in hopes of getting 
money to be distributed among his Mends ; I 
suppose this is why he has written to Deva-
raja Udaiyar and Nandi Raja, for I know that, 
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six months ago, a letter was written to Mysore 
saying that Madame had promised to give 
18,000 rupees to Madananda Pandit in the 
Tirupati affair, and that Venkatanarayanappa 
Ayyan and Madananda Pandit received the 
sum which they shared equally. Probably 
for the same reason they have written again 
about the affair they know of. I write 
accordingly. 

Mysore Venkatanarayanappa Ayyan who 
has come back after staying four days at 
Villiyanallur, visited me this evening, and 
returned to Villiyanallur. Everything w i l l 
be known in seven or eight days. 

There is also news that a letter has been 
brought to-day by a harkara from CMtpattu 
replying to Papayya Pillai's letter sent by a 
Brahman ten days ago to Zuhiir Muhammad 
Khan, killedar of Chetpattu. This confirms 
the suspicion which the Governor mentioned 
yesterday. I must see what happens, before 
reporting to the Governor. 

Monday, December 29.1l hear that Koneri 
Myakkan , vaki l of Venkatachala Reddi, 
younger brother of Kunnayyan, old poligar of 
Turaiyur, visited M. Leyrit the Governor by 
means of M. du Bausset, wi th presents of a 
laced dress of honour and a turra set w i t h 

1 18th Margali, Yuva, 
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precious stones in order to secure the poligar-
ship for Venkatachala Reddi, this month and 
the removal of Papu Reddi's son ; they went 
away after discussing various affairs. I also 
hear that Venkatachala Reddi (Kunnayyan's 
younger brother) is at Udaiyarpalaiyam 
whence as soon as the money matter is settled, 
he is to be taken and installed as poligar; he 
is therefore busy about the money. 

Tuesday, December 30.1—At half-past seven 
this morning, I went to the Fort, and paid my 
respects to the Governor. I reported that, on 
receipt of news at Arcot of Muhammad ' A l i 
Khan's illness, his mother had left for camp, 
that Sampati Rao had departed to Madras as 
his hands and legs had swollen so that there 
was no hope of his recovery ; that the English 
flag would be hoisted at Arcot on Sunday; but 
that Muhammad ' A l i Khan's flag hoisted on 
the 2nd of Eabi-ul-awwal was s t i l l flying; 
and that Guruva Raja, the chief minister of 
Karvetirajapaaiyam and Uyyal Seshachala 
Nayakkan, poligar of certain villages in the 
Karunguli and Chingleput countries, had died. 

The Governor at once went downstairs 
w i th M. [Sau]binet to examine accounts in 
M. Bouirquenoud's and M. Cornet's offices. I 
went to my office in the flower-garden. 

1 19th Margali, Yuva. 
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APPENDIX 
(See above, pages 228 and 241.) 

L E T T E R FROM A N A N D A R A N G A P I L L A I T O 

M . D E L E Y R I T , M A R C H 29, 1755. 

MONSEIGNEUR, M. Godeheu s'etant informe de quelle 
facon les Malabars employes au service de Ia Compagnie se 
comportaient dans les emplois dont ils etaient charges, ct 
ayant reconnu par les informations qu' i l en a fait qu'ils y 
commettaient des abus tres prejudiciables aux interets de Ia 
Compagnie, parcequ'ils s'etaient soustraits depuis 1751 de 
l'obligation oft ils ont ete de tous terns de venir faire rapport 
au Courtier de ce qui concerne chacun leur district, fit 
assembler le 2 Janvier dernier dans le Gouvernement les 
marchands, paliagars, et autres Malabars employes au service 
de Ia Compagnie et leur declara qu'i l entendait et pretendait 
que doresnavant ils eussent a venir chaque jour faire leur 
rapport, comme cela s'etait pratique au terns de Mr. Martin 
et continue sous le Gouvernement de ses successeurs. Ils 
s'y sont conformes pendant le terns que reste Mr. Godeheu, 
mais depuis son depart ils s'en sont dispenses et n'appro-
chent point de moy. Viniagan, ecrivain des depenses 
journalieres de Ia Compagnie, a fait revenir de Cheringan un 
nomme Moutaye, ecrivain principal de l'armee, parcequ'il ne 
pouvait pas se preter aux mauvaises manoeuvres qu' i l l u i 
conseillait de faire, et Fa garde chez lu i en prison l'espace de 
trois mois, et a mis le scelle dans sa maison sur tous ses 
effets, et non content de cette violence lu i a fait souffrir les 
chatiments les plus injurieux et les traitements les plus 
indignes. Moutaye, qui savait par l'experienee et qui 
prevoyait bien Ia facon rigoureuse dont en userait a son 
egard Viniagan, se munit en partant de Cheringan d'une 
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tettre pour Mr. Godeheu de Mr. Maissin, commandant alors, 
qu ' i l fit remettre avec une requete par laquelle il l u i 
rendrait compte de Ia conduite de Viniagan, qui continua de 
le maltraiter de plus en plus, ce qui obligea Foncle de 
Moutaye de x>resenter aussi requete a Mr . Godeheu qui me Fa 
remit et me chargea de faire les informations sur les griefs 
dont Viniagan etait accuse. En consequence je le fis venir 
avec Moutaye pour les interroger. Viniagan voyant que 
Moutaye le chargeait me tira a part et me pria instamment 
de voubir bien le menager, en ajoutant qu' i l m'en marque-
rait sa reconnaisance. Mais je n'y eus aucun regard et j ' en 
fis mon rapport a Mr. Godeheu, qui me remit Ia requete qui 
lu i avait ete presentee, aussi que celle de[—]qu'il a s^u par ses 
intrigues destituer de son employ, et m'ordonna de garder 
chez moy Moutaye jusqu'a votre arrivee, Monseigueur, pour 
vous rendre compte de cette affaire, en me disant qu'i l voyait 
que Ia Compagnie etait volee impunement avec d'autant plus 
de peine qu'etant sur le point de son depart il ne pouvait 
sevir comme il convenait contre Viniagan, mais qu' i l etait 
persuade que vous ne manqueries pas d'approfondir a fond 
toutes ses malversations, etant surprenant qu'un ecrivain 
comme lu i qui n'a jamais fait aucun commerce soit devenu 
riche de lacs de roupies dans l'espace de trois ans qu' i l a 
cette emploi, qui demontre manifestement qu' i l a leze 
fortement Ia Compagnie dans sa gestion. Quelques jours 
apres le depart de Mr. Godeheu Viniagan de son autorite 
privee envoya prendre de force chez moy Moutaye par 
quatre cipayes. J'en fus aussitot porter mes plaintes a Mr, 
Barthelemy, qui etait dans Ia chambre de Conseil avec 
Mr, Boyelleau, et lu i representay que puisque Mr. Godeheu 
m'avait ordonne de garder Moutaye chez moy, il ne conven­
ait pas qu'etant par ma charge et a tous egards superieur a 
Viniagan qui n'est que Ecrivain de Ia Caisse il agit avec de 
pareilles violences ; sur mes representations Mr. Barthelemy 
lu i ordonna de venir me faire des excuses et le inenaya de 
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lu i donner le chabouc si doresnavant il tombak en pareilles 
fautes, mais je le remerciai et l u i dis que j'etais sufisament 
satisfait de Ia semonce qu' i l venait de lu i faire. 

Viniagan voyant que ses raisons n'avaient point ete 
ecoutees en cette occasion usa de stratageme, en [ ] avec 
le dobachy de Mr. Barthelemy, qui de concert avec lui 
inventa vraysemblablement des pretextes qui le determine-
rent trois jours apres de faire mettre Moutay£ au cachot, ou 
il est encore, sans m'avoir fait l'honneur de m'en prevenir, 
quoiqu'il n'ignorait pas que Mr. Godeheu l'avait laisse a ma 
garde et m'avait ordonne de vous informer de cette affaire. 

J'aurais cm que Mr. Barthelemy se serait content de 
donner cette satisfaction a Viniagan, mais j ' a i ete surpris que 
n'ignorant point les plaintes qui sont de puis longtems 
portees contre lu i , il se soit porte aussi promptement 
malgre Ia recommandation de Chanda Saeb a le decorer en 
lui permettant de porter un rondel et d'entrer dans le fort 
en pallanquin, honneur qui n'a ete accorde de tous les terns 
qu'au Courtier et que Mr. Dupleix, dont il a scu captiver les 
bonnes graces, n'a jamais voulu lu i conferer, quoiqu'il ait 
fait jouer tous les ressorts possibles pour l'obtenir. 

Les nommes Chamorayo, cy-devant avaldar de Vattalou 
et Balachetty d'intelligence avec le dobachy de Mr. Barthe­
lemy, lu i portaient des plaintes contre le nomme Madavarayo ; 
il les renvoya devant moy pour lu i faire rapport de leur 
discussion qui provenait d'un compte concernant Balachetty. 
Balachetty et ce dobachy presumant bien que je ne manquerais 
pas de devoiler leurs manoeuvres previnrent par de faux rap­
ports Mr. Barthelemy qui fit mettre Madavarayo a Ia Chaudrie 
d'ot\ il envoya une requete a Mr. Godeheu ; par Ia requete il 
lu i representait que Chamarayo de concert avec ce dobachy 
s'etait fait payer d'un etat de cipayes dont ils avaient double 
le nombre et auxquels il etait du plusieurs mois sans cepen-
dant avoir paye une partie de ceux qui y etaient denommes, 
ce qui est Ia cause qu'ils ont quitte notre service et oat pris 
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party avec Mirsaeb Gemidar de Ia forteresse d'Elavanasourt 
aujourdhui devenu notre ennemi. 

Mr. Godeheu me donna ordre de m'en informer; en 
consequence je fis venir Chamarayo qui m'avoua le fai t ; j 'en 
rendis compte a Mr. Godeheu qui n'ayant point le terns 
d'examiner cetta affaire me chargea de vous en faire mon 
rapport; ensuite Madavarayo et Chamarayo s'etant reconciling 
ensemble par Tentremise de Balachetty et de ce dobachy, et 
ayant fait de connivence sur Ia paye des cipayes de doubles 
employs dont je vous fournirai des preuves, ont trouve le 
secret d'obtenir le poste de commandants des cipayes tant de 
cavallerie que d'infanterie a Elavanasourt; en outre, je vous 
previenst Monseigneur, qu'ils sont redevables chacuns suivant 
les comptes de Papiapoulle de 150 ou 200 mi l roupies qu ' i l 
conviendrait de faire rentrer dans Ia Caisse de Ia Compagnie ; 
Mr. Barthelemy serait parfaitement bien que Mr. Godeheu 
qui avait assigne Ia paye des cipayes sur les rcvenus de Ia 
province avait ordonne pour empecher ces abus a Mr. Be 
Larche qui regissait cy-devant de certifier chaque mois les 
etats, et que depuis qu'i l m'a adjuge les fermes de cette 
province, il me Ta enjoint aussi, mais cette ordre n'a plus 
eu lieu, ce qui est bien prejudiciable aux interets de Ia Com­
pagnie, parceque les cipayes n'etant plus payes comme 
auparavant dans chaque aldee ou ils sont postes, ne se 
mettent gu^re en devoir dq donner main forte aux avaldars 
quand l'occasion le requiert et meme se portent plus 
volontiers a proteger Thabitant qui ne demande j.as mieux 
qu'k eluder les payemens qu' i l doit faire au fermier qui se 
trouve par ce moyen embarasse pour accelerer Ia rentree des 
fonds. 

Mr. Godeheu m'ayant charge d'examiner les affaires'de 
Papiapoulle et de ses agents, ainsi que de celle de Parama-
nandan, ordonna a Mr. Goupil a me les envoyer, sousfescorte 
toutesfois et quantes je les demanderais; j'envoyat chercber 
Paramanandan, mais Mr. Goupil me fit dire qu' i l n'avait ordre 
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que de m'envoyer Papiapoulle et ses agents ; f e n avertisse Mr. 
Godeheu qui recidiva ses ordres pour m'envoyer aussi 
Paramanandan qui vint a Ia maison et apres l'avoir interroge 
sur les faits dont j'avais connaissance et qu ' i l ne put desa-
vouer, il me pria de vouloir bien par ma mediation le sauver 
des chatimens qu ' i l meritait ; j ' en fis egalement mon rapport 
a Mr. Godeheu qui me donna ordre de vous en informer a 
votre arrivee. 

Viniagan, Chamarayo et Paramanandan aprehendant avec 
raison les rigueurs de Ia justice, m'ont fait des offres consi­
derables pour m'engager a deguiser leurs fautes ; Viniagan 
voyant que Moutaye le chargeait quand je l'interroge me tira 
apart et promit de me donner 20 mi l roupies ; Chamarayo 
m'envoya Balachetty et (^rinvasarao m'offrir 10 mi l roupies ; 
Paramanandan de son cote aussi me promit 20 m i l roupies 
pour le payement desquelles il me fit un billet cautionne par 
quatre personnes que j ' a i entre les mains ; comme Mr. 
Godeheu etait extremement embarasse pour son depart et 
qu ' i l m'avait ordonne de vous rendre compte de toutes ces 
differentes affaires j ' a i attendu votre arrivee pour vous en 
faire part. 

Mr. Godeheu, Mr. Duploix, et Mrs. leurs predecesseurs 
sous les ordres desquels j ' a i ete, m'ayant fait l'honneur de 
m'accorder leur estime et leur confiance, j ' a i tout lieu de me 
flatter que vous voudriez bien me faire le meme faveur et 
avoir &gard, Monseigueur, aux representations que j ' a i 
l'honneur de vous faire dans le present memoire; mon 
unique motif n'etant que de vous prouver mon desinteresse-
ment, mon zele a remplir mon devoir et a contribuer au bien 
de Ia service de Ia Compagnie dont les interdts me sont 
chers. 

Je suis avec le plus profond respect, 
Monseignetfr, 

Votre tres humble et tres obeissant Servitent, 

RANGAPPA, 
29 Mars, 1755: 
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866,372. 

Detftr, 166. 
Desroeux, M, 277, 281,298, 298,313. 
Devanampattanam (ship), 367. 
Deyanampattanam, 844. 
Devaraja Udaiyar, 43, 44, 261, 283, 291, 870, 377, 386, 897, 417. 
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Devikottai, 2, 381, 333. 
Dharmasiva Chetti, 81. 
Diane (ship), 198. 
Dilawar Khan, 128,126,170, 869. 
D6it 'AH Khin, 116, 267, 366. 
Ddst Muhammad, 273, 277. 
Dubois, H., 224. 
Due d' Acquitaine (ship), 344, 345. 
Due d* Orleans (ship), 50, 52. 
Dulaurens, Jacques Baleine, 142. 
Duliron,M., 142,171. 
Dumas, M., 112,113,114,152,159,160, 226, 304. 
Dupiau [?J, M., 306. 
Dupleix, M. le Marquis, 11, 13, 16, 20, 21, 22, 28, 31, 84, 36,38, 41, 47, 

50, 51, 52, 63, 55. 57, 68, 70, 71, 73, 74, 76, 79, 81, 82, 88, 89, 94, 96, 
107,109,112, 113, 115, 119, 121, 122,124, 114, 145, 151, 152,158, 160, 
161,176,177, 194, 200, 206, 226, 231, 233, 236, 237, 239, 240, 241, 243, 
247, 248,249, 250, 251, 253, 255, 256, 267, 268, 277, 278, 282, 290, 302, 
303, 304, 308, 318, 320, 321, 336, 340, 354, 355, 362, 363, 382, 386, 387, 
411, 415, 417, 422, 424. 

Dupleix, Madame, 20, 55, 61,70, 71,72, 79,193, 251, 267, 318, 382, 417. 
Du Rocher, M., 163,164, 166,169, 171, 172, 173, 174, 181, 205, 285, 301, 

413. 
Dusaussaye, M., 8,14, 92,129,131, 147,179, 182,187,188, 189, 193, 207, 

208, 209, 25*, 257, 259, 280, 282, 283, 289, 290. 
Duvelaer, M„ 202, 345. 

tkambaia Mudali, 187. 
Elaichiyappa Mudali, 171, 221. 
ElaHnasftr, or EravasanalUlr, 41, 140, 141, 167,169,176, 207, 241, 388, 

387, 423. 
Elias, Ooja, 213. 
Ella Pillai, 92,122, 260, 418. 
Ellappa Chetti, 79. 
Ellappan, 85. 
Ellore,l70,360,415. 
Emberumal Pillai, 279. 
England, 148,202. 
EravaaanallUr, see ElavanasUr. 
Europe, 9,13,16, 22, 24, 26, 40, 47, 48, 50, 60, 64, 68, 71, 92, 94,112,114, 

116,132, 136,146,148, 154, 158,160, 161,165,177,196,197,198, 201, 
202, 229, 231,239, 242, 260, 266, 274, 299, 303, 304, 319, 828,330, 331, 
838, 344.345, 347, 349, 351, 358, 374, 379, 387, 339. 

Fatteh Singh, 116,180. 
Flacourt, M., 111, 809, 314 816, 858, 355, 366,388, 404,407. 
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Fort St. David, 2, 7, 9, 40, 68, 77, 101,117, 148,155,164,188, 380, 884, 
335, 342, 845, 408. 

Franoe, 68,136, 148,202, 203,352, 880, 

Gadilam, the (river), 101. 
Ganapati, 828. 
Gangidhara Pil lai, 8. 
Gangei, the (mer), 286. 
Ganjam, 104, 414. 
Ghlai-ud-aia Khan, 28, 27, 97,109, 156,168, 871. 
Ghnlam Rasui Khan, 94, 98. 
Gingee, 82, 85,78, 75, 95, 98, 106,107, 108, 148, 144, 148,158,155,168, 

199, 200, 242, 274, 275, 298, 299, 306, 310, 345, 388, 402, 403. 
Goa, 869. 
Godehwi, Charles Boberfc, 1, 8, 9, 38, 38, 40, 41, 52, 56, 57, 58, 69, 60, 61, 

62, 63, 66, 67, 70, 71, 78, 80,81,82, 83,85,.86, 89, 90,92, 93, 96, 97, 99, 
102, 104, 107, 108, 116,117,118,120, 121*, 130, 131, 132,185, 143, 148, 
160, 167, 168,169,170, 175, 176, 177,179,183,186, 186, 203, 204, 214 
216, 218, 226, 227, 230, 281, 232, 233, 236 239, 240., 241, 242, 248, 249, 
260, 251, 262, 254, 256, 264, 265, 267, 269, 277, 278, 280, 281, 290, 295, 
208, 300, 302, 318, 320, 321, 331, 336, 339, 346, 347, 349, 355, 362, 363, 
867, 382, 387, 388, 389, 393, 420,421, 422, 423, 424. 

Goloonda, 157, 325. 
Goofcy, 895. 
Gopalanaranappa Ayyan, 66, 79. 
Gdpalaswami, 45,190,191,192, 279, 280. 
G6purapurara, 17. 
Goupil, M., 149, 21], 224, 244, 245, 263, 282, 283, 290, 300, 308, 309, 318, 

374, 392, 423. 
G6vindan, 223. 
Govinda Rao, 824, 356, 357. 
G6?inda Rao, Gaduthi, 841. 
GowharBaba Khnddus Bag, 116, 117. 
Gramam, 845, 
Goillard, M., 38,116,185,148, 167,163,170,171, 172, 174,175,178, 181, 

185, 186, 196, 197, 202, 217, 219, 231,244, 245, 246, 281, 306, 817, 866, 
892, 898, 899, 400, 401. 

Gulbarga, 157. 
Guramtirti Ayyan, 208. 
Guruvappa Chetti, 144,184, 260. 
Gumvappa Chetti, Kandal, 279, 355, 401. 
Gurnva Raja, 419. 
Guyotmet, M., 7,104. 

Haidar 'Alt Khan, 124,125, 209. 
Haidar Jang, or Coja Qalandar Khan Haidar Jang, 871, 409. 
Haidar Khan, 95, 98, 821,328, 847, 849, 366,371. 
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Haidar Niyakkan, 818, 319. 
Hari Singh, 260. 
Hasan-nd-Jtn Khan, 26, 123,124,126, 127, 149, 281, 841, 406. 
Hebert, M. , 62, 201. 
Heron, Col., 68, 118, 119, 206. 
Hidayat Muht-ud-diu Khan, see Muzaffar Jang. 
Himalaya, the, 5, 
Himmat Bahadur Khan, 52. 
Hiraeat Khan, 129, 131,189,140. 
Hugli , 850. 
Hungary, 285. 
Husain or Husain Khan (mahout), 25, 26, 280, 281, 341, 342, 405, 408. 
Hneain Sahib, 38, 140, 300. 
Hyderabad, 54, 98, 180,320, 341, 371, 380, 81, 411. 
Hyder 'Alt Khan, 261. 

Imam Sahib, 88, 89,128, 284, 290, 293, 305. 
India, 24,186, 202. 
Innasi, 52, 66, 77. 
Irisappa Chetti, 7, 9. 
Iswara Ayyan, 65. 
I t t a , M . , 123. 

Jagannath, 350. 
Jambnkdswaram, 292, 294, 295, 833, 404. 
Johannes, 213. 
Junkoeylon, 815. 

Kaohirayanpalaiyam, 167,168. 
Kadapakkam, 899. 
Kadappanattam, 340. 
K adattanad, 364. 
RAlahasti, 403. 
RalapSttai, 334. 
Kalavai, 8,19. 
Kalknrichi, 167,168,169,174, 845, 890. 
Kanakaraya Mudali, 20, 164, 201, 213, 216. 
Kandanftr, 52. 125,145, 179,180, 239, 294. 
Kanda Pillai, 197, 280. 
Kandraoheri, 142. 
Kangndaiyayan, 175. 
Kan6ji Bhonala, 404. 
Kapaldrag, 398. 
Kapri,352. 
KarikaI, 85, 76, 78,197, 203, 219,227, 280, 281, 232,884, 247, 249, 266, 

806, 312, 322, 850, 859. 
Karim Khan, 52, 
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Karunguli, 142,148,168,164,169,171, 178, 174,181,197, 204, 221, 222, 
284, 285,326,827,412,419. 

Kamngulipalaiyam, 168, 221, 230. 
Karverajapalaiyam, or Karreti or Bommarajapalaiyam, 299,408,411,419, 
Kasturi Rangayyan or Kasturi Bangappan, 96, 184, 267, 268, 268, 308, 

309, 399. 
Kaveripakkam, 412. 
Kelar, 840. 
Kent (ship), 2. 
Kerjean, M. de, 62,108. 
Khair-ud-din Khan, 358, 
Kilaveli,231. 
Kiliyanagar, 142. 
Killpatrink, Major, 68. 
Kistna, the (river), 138,157, 178,259, 325, 386, 404. 
Kddandarama Ayyan, 285. 
Kolar, 297. 
Kolastry, 327, 328. 
Kolattanad, 328. 
Kolatctrur, 142. 
Konamangalam, 288, 
Kondiyampettai, 41. 
Koneri Nayakkan, 418. 
Koneri Rao, 367, 391. 
K6ttattn, 364, 865. 
KoyapAkkam, 142. 
Kriahnaohari, or Kriahnamaohari, or Kriabnappan, 31,47, 66, 98,228. 
Kriahnappa, 47. 
Krishnappan, 285. 
Krishna Rao, 98, 225. 
Kulandai, 7, 280, 812. 
Kumbakonam, 138,180, 
Kunimedu, 884. 
Kunjiya Nayar, 864. 
Kunnattur, 39. 
Kunnayyan, 391, 418, 419. 
Kutti, 279. 
Kuvattur, 310. 

La Bonrdonnais, M. de, 146,164. 
Labustement [P], Father, 202. 
Lalgudi, 30. 
Lally, M„ 363. 
Lalu, M„ 357. 
La Tanohe, M„ 220. 
La Tour, M., 389,390. 
Lavaur, Father, 64,107, 
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Law, M . , 68, 80, 93, 96, 98, 110, 806, 867, 381, 
Lawrence, Major, 67, 68, 84. 
LeBeanme, M . , 13, 16, 18, 23, 30, 31, 83, 35, 36, 85,161, 176, 179, 183, 

188, 192, 329, 333, 334. 
Le Blano, M . , 49, 390. 
Legou, M . , 82, 333. 
Lenguerne [?], M, 161. 
Lenoir, M . , 63, 64, 100, 112, 113, 114, 115, 152, 159, 165, 214, 218, 219, 

220, 224, 226, 245, 256, 271, 281, 293, 392. 
Leyrit, Duval de (Nawab Azam-ud-daulah Bahadur Rustura Jang), 158, 

159, 160, 162, 166, 196, 197, 198, 203, 211, 212, 218, 214, 216, 217, 218, 
219, 220, 221, 228, 231, 234, 235, 249, 269, 274, 275, 280, 292, 298, 298, 
301, 304, 307, 308, 309, 312, 313, 316, 319, 327, 329, 330, 333, 335, 337, 
338, 310, 343, 344, 345, 348, 353, 355, 356, 361, 363, 364, 865, 367, 369, 
372, 383, 385, 387, 892, 893, 399, 407, 414, 418, 420. 

l'lndien (ship), 211. 
London, 345. 
London (ship), 2. 
Louche [?], 188. 
Loueb, M . , 328, 364, 365. 
Love, Col., 40. 

Machault (ship), 158. 
Madananda Pandit, 11, 16, 18, 24, 25, 26, 31, 32, 55, 68, 71, 77, 80,97, 98, 

108, 105, 110, 111, 112, 124, 127, 128, 130,161, 183, 188, 218, 216, 284, 
288, 315, 357, 358, 380. 385, 405, 406, 410, 414, 417, 418. 

Madeiros, Luis ,364. 
Madhava Rao, 422, 423. 
Madras, or Chennapatnam, 1, 2, 5, 28, 89, 40, 62,64, 67, 68, 80, 84, 92, 93, 

110.117, 123, 125, 129, 132, 143, 144. 148, 154, 155, 162, 164, 170, 172, 
383, 211, 215, 219, 220, 249, 253, 258, 264, 265, 282, 291, 297, 330, 331, 
384, 335, 338, 351, 364, 372, 378, 380, 385, 403, 405, 407, 419. 

Madura, 46, 59, 60, 94, 118, 120, 206, 207, 208, 210, 240, 253, 254, 261, 
265, 379. 

Madnrantakam, 169, 171,181, 205, 222, 285, 286, 388, 400, 413. 
Magalupettai, 31. 
Mahadeva Ayyan, 172, 241, 242, 249, 262, 269, 270. 
Mahe, 125,158, 202, 329, 364, 414, 415. 
Mahfnz Khan, 29, 60,145,164, 261, 379. 
Mainville, M . , 26, 94, 177. 
Maiesm, M . , 11,12, 26, 30, 33, 42, 45, 58, 69, 60, 81,84, 95, 96, 103,104, 

110.118, 120,139, 177, 183, 254, 282, 309, 311, 861,421. 
Malabar, 253, 327, 329, 863, 365. 
Malay appan, 866. 
Maldives, the, 356, 361, 362, 363, 364. 
Manalurpettai, 88. 
Manapparai, 189. 
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Mandala Reddi, 250. 
Mandumiyan, 210. 
Mangalur, 167,168,175. 
Mangapati, 310. 
Manga Pillai, 416. 
Mangattur, 289. 
Manilla, 87, 351. 
Manjakuppam, 101, 342. 
Mannaru Pillai, 382. 
Manoji, 260. 
Manoji Appa, 323, 331, 359, 360. 
Manvallidrug, 398. 
Marip.doss or Maridas Pillai, 103. 
MaHin, M., 81. 
Martin, M . , 116,420. 
Masoareigne, 202, 344. 
Mapkelyne, Edmund, 163,197. 
Maiulipatam or Bunder, 23, 80,104, 105,194, 227, 234, 239, 243, 250, 

306, 350. 
Mathiripakkam, 250. 
Mauricet, M . , 390. 
Mechiya Pillai, 278, 279. 
Medere, M„ 408. 
M(don, M . , 333, 334. 
Melugiri Chetti, 193,194,199, 200. 
Merkanaro, 222. 
Meyer, M„ 148. 
Mir A'azam, 37, 808. 
Mir A 'azam 'Ali Khan, 804, 305. 
Mir 'Abd-ul-lah Sahib, 36. 
Mir 'Abd-ul-rahman, or Mir Sahib, or Mir 'Alam-ud-din Huiain, or Qamar 

Sahib, 41,140,141,167,188,169,172, 174,176, 207, 386, 887, 423. 
Miran, M . , 78,101,110,133, 186, 246,247, 263, 274, 282, 365, 392, 393, 

400. 
Mirapalli, 100. 
Mir Asad, 367. 
Mir Gholam Husain, 17, 36, 37, 38, 304, 807, 808. 
Mir Sahib, see Mir 'Abd-ui-rahman. 
Mirssa 'Abd-ul-nabt Beg, 32. 
Mirsa 'All Sahib, 36. 
Miyan Sahib, Femnmkkal, 12, 186. 
Mooha, 113, 161, 221, 861. 
Mongenot, M . , 276. 
Montbrun, M. Gallois, 228. 
Moraoin, M , 104, 801, 350, 414. 
Mwari Rao, 12 ,16 ,18 ,19 , 22, 23, 28,31, 82, 33, 36, 47, 49,65, 66, 67, 73, 

92, 98, 94, 96,97,179,180, 228, 224,225, 289,301, 302, 341, 395, 411. 
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Morse, Nicholas, 40, 146. 
Mudamiah, 78, 75, 95, 98, 206, 210, 261, 347. 
Muhammad 'Al i Khan, or Muhammad 'Alt, or Umdat-ul-mulk Siraj-ud-

daulah Bahadur DilAwar Jang, 11,12,23, 24, 29, 40, 41 , 42, 69, 72, 80, 
81, 83, 84, 97, 103,118, 119, 120, 130, 137,139, 164, 162, 164, 176, 177, 
178,188, 206, 207, 208, 210, 247, 258, 264, 256, 259, 260, 261, 266, 277, 
293, 294, 295, 297, 309, 310, 825, 827, 331, 333, 834, 335, 336, 337, 340, 
342, 344, 345, 346, 358, 364, 368, 372, 378, 379, 380, 381, 394, 403, 405, 
410,411,412,415, 419. 

Muhammad Kama), 378, 404, 406. 
Muhammad Mal, 378. 
Muhammad Shah Padshah, 24. 
Muhammad Tavakkal, 314. 
Mu'in'ud-din Khan, 124. 
Mulavayalkulara, 347. 
Mulhari Holkar, or Mnlhari Rao Holkar, 69, 156, 158, 404. 
Murungampakkam, 142. 
Murtaza 'A l i Khan, 129,139, 141, 812, 314, 341, 349, 879, 380, 403. 
Mortaza Sahib, 304, 305, 307, 308. 
Mu'tabar Khan, 88. 80,81,140,141, 300. 
Mutta Pillai (Arcot), 77. 
Mutta Pillai, 66, 77. 
Muttappa Nayakkan, 55. 
Muttayya, 420,421, 422, 424. 
Muttayya Chetti, 9. 
Muttayyan, Black, 227,232, 233. 
Muttiya Pillai, 322. 
Muttu, 9. 
Muttu Basava Beddi, 391. 
Muttu Chetti, 7. 
Muttu Malla Beddi, 163, 164. 
Mazaffar Jang or Hidayat Muhi-ud-dtu Khan, 35, 54, 87, 97, 99, 125, 145, 

146,165,267,340,351, 
Muzaffar Khan, see Shaikh 'Abd-ul-rahman. 
Mylapore, 82,132, 369, 378, 405, 
Mysore, 28, 43, 44, 68, 72, 73, 74, 87,109,110,117,118,120, 128, 137, 145, 

166, 157, 160,176,178,180, 190,191, 223, 224, 225, 239, 248, 255, 269, 
260f 265, 281, 291, 294, 295, 297, 306, 319, 320, 882, 336, 367, 368, 369, 
870. 376, 378, 380, 381, 394, 396, 397,398, 404, 407, 4f7, 418. 

Nachana Pillai, 144, 279. 
Naohiyappa Nayahkan, 204. 
Nadamuni Aohariyar, 407. 
Nadumandalam, 208, 240, 263, 254, 265. 
Nagalpakkam, 412. 
Nagamalla Nayakkan, 361. 
Naga Pillai, 85. 
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Nagayyan, 41 . 
Nagore, 75, 95. 
Nainiya Pillai, 74. 
Nallappa Nayinar, 170, 211, 213, 843. 
Namakkal, 281. 283. 
Nainat.nl-lah Khan, Coja, 156, 395,411. 
Nambi, 7. 
Nandi Raja, 10, 12, 22, 23, 26, 27, 29, 31, 33, 36, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 58, 60, 

71, 72, 83, 84,94, 95, 96, 97, 103, 104, 106, 109, 110, 111, 117, 118, 122, 
128, 129, 130, 137, 139, 143, 147, 1G0, 161, 176, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 
184,185,186, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192,193, 196, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 
220, 238, 239, 245, 247, 248, 251, 252, 254, 255, 257, 258, 259, 261, 265, 
280, 281, 283, 287, 290, 291, 293, 294, 295, 296, 302, 318, 319, 320, 333, 
848, 367, 368, 369, 870, 375, 376, 377, 384, 394, 396, 897, 398, 417. 

Nanjuadapuram, 370. 
Naniiaohi, 280, 312. 
Naranappa Ayyan, Parpathiyam, 204. 
Naranappa Nayakkan, Vennila, 291. 
Narasapur, 350. 
Narasioga Rao, 69, 70, 71, 180, 313, 324, 349. 
Narayanapettai, 157. 
Narayana or Narana Sastri, 55, 306, 402. 
Narbada, the (river), 53, 157. 
Nardji, 223, 241. 
Naro Pandit, 139. 
Nasir Jang, 15, 20, 28, 51, 52, 54, 80, 89, 97, 99, 145, 146,150, 165, 248, 

249, 253, 255, 267, 840, 351. 
Nattu Vlrama, 143. 
Negapatam, 62, 64, 78, 101, 291, 859, 361. 
Nellore, 850, 372. 
Nizar Muhammad Khan, 368. 
Noronha, Bishop, 82, 869. 
NouaI, M . , 85. 

Olukarai, 73. 
Orme, Robert, 118,119, 178. 
Grmuz, 221. 

Paocard, Mr. , 168" 173. 
Palk, Robert, 117. 
Panohangan Pillai, 279. 
Panikkankoppam, 213, 289. 
Plpayya Pillai, 8, 9,10, 14, 20, 21, 26, 66, 94, 118, 222, 223, 288, 240 241 

243, 251, 262, 268, 270, 271, 276, 281, 282, 284, 368, 386, 417, 418 428, 
424. 

Papu Reddi, 296, 808, 318, 819, 820,361, 891, 899,407, 408, 419. 
Paradis, M , , 145. 
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Paramanandan, or ParamAnanda Pillai, 77, 95, 103, 110, 111, 188, 190, 
191,192,193, 245, 250, 252, 254, 332, 423,424. 

Parasurama Pillai, 78,194, 233, 251, 270. 
Paris, 345, 367. 
Patna, 350. 
Pavadai Nayakkan, 859. 
Pavalapettai, 100. 
Pegu, 32, 33,138, 141. 
Pennar, the (river), 157, 164. 
Periyanna Nayinar, 348, 844, 886. 
PerukkAranai, 142. 
Petti, 66. 
Peyton, Mr., 144. 
Piohard, M . , 205, 211, 348. 
Picbaud, M . , 93. 
Pigot (Admiral), 2. 
Pigot, George, 2, 67, 154,155,183, 220. 
Pigot, Bichard, 2. 
Pirambai, 116. 
Pir Muhammad, 414. 
Polier, Captain, 148. 
P61ur, 841. 
Pombai, 90, 
Pondioherjr, 1, 7, 26, 38, 52, 68, 71, 79,100, 110, 125,142, 145, 148, 151, 

162, 157, 162,165, 172,173, 174,197, 202, 207, 209, 210, 228, 245, 810, 
327, 836, 351, 366, 883, 391, 414, 417. 

Ponnaohi, 280,812. 
Poon a, 156, 357, 408. 
Poroher, M . , 203, 230, 350. 
Porto Novo, 102,106,107,117, 165, 217, 219, 236, 245, 322, 371. 
Prakasan, Louis, 214. 
Pratab Singh, Raja, 145, 359. 
Preston, Achilles, 197. 
Pudukkottai, 59. 
Pulioat, 278. 

Qalandar Khan, Coja, 371. 
Qamar Sahib, see Mir 'Abd-ul-rahmAn. 
Quilon, 328. 

Baoelliere, M . , 198. 
RAohur, 157. 
BAghava Pandit, 77. 
Eaghoba, 404. 
Eaghoji Bhonela, 115,180, 404 
Raghunatha Rao, 69. 
Rajagopalan, 844. 
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Rajagopala Nayakkan, 344. 
Rajahmundry, 48, 70,104,170,196, 350, 415. 
Rajapalaiyam, 395. 
Raja Pillai, 74, 264. 
Rajendrapattanam, 288. 
Ramachandra Ayyan, 134, 202. 
Ramaohandran (Raja Chandraslnan't son), 297. 
Ramaji Pandit, 49, 873. 
Ramakrishna Chetti, 276, 277. 
Ramalinga Pillai, Arampafcai or Ramalingam, 111,182, 187,210, 238, 245, 

250, 252, 282, 283. 
Raman or Kamu Pillai, see Ramayya Pillai. 
Ramanadha Mudali, 372. 
Ramanji Pandit, 192, 260, 285, 286. 
Rama Reddi, 184. 
Ramaswami Pandit, 50. 
Ramayya Pillai or Ramayya, or Raman or Ramu Pillai, 78, 167, 182, 190, 

193, 194,196,198, 200, 201, 205, 223, 225, 241, 242, 270, 288, 357, 386. 
Rami Reddi, 320, 368. 
Rangaji Pandit, 163. 
Ranga Pillai (writer), 14,17, 21 , 78, 79, 89, 113,169, 171, 221,1275, 811, 

.389. 
Rangappa Mudali, 134,151, 152, 153, 163, 164, 230, 231, 236, 237, 262, 

268,269,271,275,286. 
Rangappan, 78. 
Rango Pandit, 65,77,183. 
Ranjangudi, or Ranjangadai, 38, 8 1 . 
Ranoji, 270. 
Rayachoti, 395. 
Rayappa Raja, 299. 
Raza 'Ali Khan, 312, 349. 
Raza Sahib, 17. 
Raza Sahib (Zada Sahib), 50,116,127, 128, 129, 143,189, 194, 205, 272, 

279, 283, 342,371. 
Renault, M . , 90, 91. 
Rectaimalal, 12. 
Reyne, M . , 227, 228, 279. 
Rioe, 191. 
Rodney, 2. 
Romain,M.,123. 
Rumi Khan, 124,125. 

Sadasiva Pillai, 218, 214,279. 
Sadras, 93,99,107, 244, 350. 
Safdar 'Ali Khan, 162, 267,380. 
Safdar Husain Sahib, 8. 
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Saffar, Coja, 82. 
Saidapet, 39, 878. 
St. Aulas, M„ 91, 92, 93, 96. 
St. Paul, M., 60, 61. 
Saiyid Fatteh Khan, 405. 
Saiyid Husain, 404. 
Sakkaji Nayakkan, 850. 
Salabat Jang, Nawab or Madar-ul-mulk, 19,20, 22, 23, 26, 48, 53, 54, 70, 

71, 93, 98, 97, 98, 109, 124, 125, 138, 156, 157, 173, 180, 196, 239, 
249, 252, 255, 258, 260, 261, 265, 278, 280, 281, 287, 292, 293, 294, 
295, 296, 297, 303, 306, 319, 320, 326, 338, 339, 340, 351, 362, 366, 
371, 380, 381, 385, 386, 399, 403, 404, 408, 409, 410, 411, 412, 415. 

Salavakkam, 285. 
Salem, 39, 120, 375, 376, 377,378. 
Salidan Mudali, 187, 
Salisbury (ship), 2. 
Sama Rao, Pennathur, 80, 123, 241, 242, 249, 262, 263, 268, 269, 270, 271, 

276, 422, 423, 424. 
Sama Rao, Pera, 168. 
Sambayyan, Uppittu, 139. 
Sambil Das, 96. 
Sami, 280. ' 
Sampati Rao, 419. 
Sankaripuram, 36. 
Santappa Mudali or SAntappan, 204. 
Saram, 122. 
Saravana Mudali, 236. 
Satara, 267, 357. 
Satghar, 129, 130,179, 411. 
San Bhaji Rao, 53, 71, 109,138, 324. 
Saubinet, M., 372, 392, 399, 416, 419. 
Saunders, Thomas, 2, 28, 89, 40,67, 80,114, 116,117, 120,129,130,188. 
Savanur, 62,145,179, 824, 326, 341, 404. 
Savarimuttu, Salem, 18. 
Sawiraya Pillai, or Savarirayan, 77, 210, 288. 
SSkkidi, 94, 98. 
Sdndamangalara, 320, 868, 384. 
Seringapatam, 22,177, 260,283,294,896, 898. 
Serukkuvarpalaiyam, 29. 
Sasbacfaala Chetti, Sungu, 46,47, 401. 
Sdsbaohala Chetti, Tiruviti, 86. 
Sdahaohalam, 185. 
Safcaofcala Nfiyakkan, UyyAl, 419, 
Seahidri Pillai, 244, 279. 
Saihappan, 180. 
Sftsha Rao, 79, 324. 
S^sbayyan, 190, 
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Sefcupati, 206, 207, 208, 210. 
Shih Nawfts Khan, 48, 49, 297. 
Shaikh 'Abd-ul-rahman or 'Abd-ul-rahman, or Muzaffar Khan, 41, 128, 

124,125, 128,127, 161, 169,170 180, 277, 824, 326, 341, 385, 408, 415. 
Shaikh Hasan, 77, 368, 414, 415. 
Shaikh Ibrahim, 87,106,170, 350, 414, 415. 
Shiyali,39, 831,383. 
Sirpi,369. 
Sltarama, 398. 
Sivili Thevan, 261. 
Solminiao, M , 211, 329, 334, 388, 392,402 
Somavarpettai, 297. 
Sornay, M., 82,116,137. 
Brinivaaa Pandit, 260. 
Srinivasa Rao, 224,284, 346, 347, 356, 357, 424. 
Srirangam, 12, 84, 92, 108, 107, 108, 130, 139, 140, 147, 177, 182,186, 

189, 193, 206, 208, 209, 238, 245, 254, 260, 261, 264, 265, 280, 281, 
282, 288, 292, 293, 294, 295, 308, 314, 815, 316, 319, 332, 353, 354, 
855, 387, 868, 388, 394, 404, 406, 407, 408, 420. 

Srivalaputttir, 388. 
Starke, Richard, 2, 183, 837, 342. 
Subba JAsier, 280, 316. 
Subba Rao, 74. 
Subbayyan, Valangiman, 286. 
Subbayyan,279. 
Stmdara Pillai, or Sundara Perumal, 8, 66. 
Surappa Mudali, 315. 
Surat, 124,126, 348, 349. 
Swami Ayyangar, 286. 
Swamikanmi Pillai, Diwan Bahadur, 5. 

Tanappa Mudali, 218. 
Tani Chetti, 7, 9. 
Tanjore, 34, 35, 41, 42, 109, 125, 145, 206, 207, 209, 210, 259, 260, 261, 

287, 288, 290, 828, 336, 850, 359, 407. 
Taqt 8ahib, 1, 3, 74, 174. 
Termellier, M. Le, 356, 362, 863. 
Thana Singh, 48, 261. 
Thurston, Mr., 7, 60, 117. 
Tilly, M„ 399, 408. 
Timiri, 259,412. 
Tin divan am, 54, 74,164. 
Tinnevelly, 117, 118, 119, 120, 160, 206, 208, 240, 253, 254, 265, 879. 
Tirtanagari, 54 
Tirukkoyiltr, 345, 890. 
Tirumalai Pillai, 279. 
Tirumalairaya Pillai, 244. 
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Tirumalavadi, 210. 
Tiramalrayapatnam, 231. 
Tirunamanallur, 168. 
Tirupati, 180, 378, 406, 418, 
Tiruppachur, 379. 
Tiruppalaippandal, 390. 
Tiruppali Chetti, Kanuapuram or Karanapnram, 284, 401. 
Tiruppappuliytir, 101. 
Tiruvallur, 304. 
Tiruvannamalai, 38, 67, 353, 390. 
Tiruvendipuram, 33, 337, 340, 342, 344. 
Tiruvengadam, 76, 79. 
Tiruvengadam Pillai or Tirunvenzam, 4, 5, 34, 164. 
Tiruvengadanatha Mudali, 187. 
Tiruvengadapuram, 116. 
Tiruviti, 17, 54, 143,153,168, 169, 179, 290, 325, 344, 345, 389. 
Tiruvottiyur, 74. 
Tittagudi, 325, 400, 401, 416. 
Tobin, M . , 132, 163, 313, 383 
Tondiman, 59, 206. 
Tranqoebar, 148, 213, 289, 323, .328. 
Triohinopoly, 2, 11,12, 23, 29, 30, 41,43, 59, 65, 68, 80, 81, 84, 90, 91, 

97, 99, 103, 118, 120, 139, 145, 176, 177, 178, 184, 207, 289, 244, 245, 
252, 255, 259, 265, 292, 293, 294, 324, 333, 836, 348, 370, 379, 407. 

Trublet,, M . , 356. 
Turaiyur, 3, 4, 19, 29. 66, 77, 94, 98, 103, 104, 106, 110, 111, 129,179, 

184, 188, 189, 207, 209, 209, 210, 245. 257, 263, 287, 289, 296, 800, 
308, 809, 318, 320, 361, 364, 333, 391, 399, 407, 408, 418. 

Tyagadrug, 81. 
Tyagappan, 260. 
Tyagayyan, 183, 191, 206, 208, 280, 282. 

TJdaiya Nayinar, 74. 
Udaiyarpalaiyam, 29, 39, 65, 76, 288, 300, 809, 310, 811, 831, 384, 891, 

407,408, 419. 
Udanabad, 157 
Ulaganallur, 167, 168 
Umdat-ul-malk, see Bussy. 
"Utatur, 80. 
Utramallur, 141, 143, 221, 236, 326. 
Uttamaseri, 29. 

Vaippur, 280. 
Valikondapuram, 18, 38, 81, 140, 141, 290, 300. 
Valudavur, 116, 129, 144, 152, 162, 236, 237, 243. 
Vandipalaiyam, 101. 
Vantittart , Henry, 117. 
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Varadaraja Beddi, 184, 207, 208, 209, 210. 
Varada Reddi, 95,184, 207, 800, 318, 320, 391. 
Vasaman, 78. 
Vasanta Chetti, 76, 78. 
Vedaranyam, 101. 
Vellaiyan Servaikaran, 210, 261. 
Vellore, 67, 94, 129, 189, 141, 167, 297, 326, 326, 840, 841, 379, 380, 

411. 
Venkaji or Venkaji Pandit, 168, 161, 169, 171, 172, 204, 221,285. 
Venkataohala Chetti, Gantur, 195, 197, 260, 278, 392, 400, 401. 
Venkatachala Chetti, Salatu, 86, 229, 230. 231, 232, 248, 284. 
Venkatachalam, 268. 
Venkataohala Nayakkan, 45. 
Venkatachala Reddi, Kumara, 391, 392, 418, 419. 
Venkatagiri, 93, 894, 403. 
Venkatammalpettai or Venkatampettai, 41 , 64, 213, 214, 289. 
Venkatanaranappa or Venkatanarayanappa or Venkatanarayana Ayyan, 

22, 27, 28, 44, 58, 59, 60, 72, 74, 87, 110,117, 118, 12.1, 121, 128, 131, 
137, 160, 161, 180, 182, 187, 190, 191, 223, 225, 292, 320, 367, 368, 
396, 398, 417, 418. 

Venkatanaranappa Ayyan, Kulasekharam, 184, 223, 386. 
Venkatapati Ayyan, 265, 288, 870, 376, 877, 396, 397. 
Venkatarama Reddi, Muttu, 383, 413. 
Venkata Rao, Bunder, 262. 
Venkata Rao, 169, 183, 810, 311. 
Venkata Reddi or Venkatarama Beddi, Mundu, 173. 
Venkayyan, 180, 
Very de St. Romain, 141, 142, 222, 326, 327, 373, 374, 892, 402, 

413. 
Vattaralam, 168, 174, 221. 
Vida Correa, Sienr, 186, 188, 192. 
Vijaya Pillai, 279. 
Vijayarama Raja, 104, 350, 413. 
Villiyanallur, 148, 151, 152, 163, 162, 227, 230, 231, 234, 235, 236, 237, 

248, 248, 250, 259, 263, 275, 313, 392, 398, 416, 417, 418. 
Villnpnram, 66, 79, 80, 153,168, 169, 845, 891. 
Vinayaka Pillai or Vinayakan or the Arampatai, 9, 30, 75, 78, 93, 98, 

99, 110, 134, 154, 182, 185, 186, 189, 190, 194, 195, 198, 199, 211, 
216, 223, 224, 225, 226, 227, 231, 232, 238, 234, 235, 238, 247,248, 
249, 251, 252, 264, 270, 271, 272, 288, 809, 420, 421, 422, 424, 

Virampattanam, 211. 
V ira Nayakkan, 45, 844, 386. 
Viraraghava Pillai, 261, 262, 280. 
Viraraghu, 199, 279. 
Visagapatam, 2, 67. 
Vriddhaohalam, 17, 66, 106, 107, 108, 143, 168,169, 288, 801, 826, 848, 

400, 416 
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Wahab Khan, 80. 
Wandiwash, 163,164, 174, 221, 274, 275, 372, 402. 
Watson, 2. 
West Indies, 2. 
Westminster, 2. 
Wilks, 870. 
Wilson, Dr., 118. 

Yachama Nayakkan, Rangaru Veligotti, 46, 138,141, 242, 394, 403, 411. 
Yanam, 255, 321. 
Yaaanta Rao, 35. 
Yegnam Pattar, 413. 
Yusuf Khan, 41. 
Yvere(?), M . , 179. 

Zada Sahib, see Baza Sahib. 
Znbur Muhammad Khan, 418. 
Zuhur-ud-din Khan, 281. 










