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other by Dr. Mohiuddin Quadri Zore on 1st Farwardi.
The various topics discussed were *“ Urdu as the common
language of India.” *‘‘The sources of original thought”’
and ‘“ Akber Alahabadi in Hindi.”

At the second session a paper on ‘ Ghalilb”’ was read
by Mr. Azam Khan. Mr. Quazi Abdul Gafal expressed his
views on Urdu script. Through the kind help of
Dr. Zore, the Union was able to get on with its work
most successfully. We congratulate all the workers.

So far we have spoken about our societies. We have
very reluctantly to speak about some of our socicties
(though we will not mention the names) that they wake
up in the days of election to show that they are alive.
The only sign of their work is, that they appear at
election time. A. French critic once said, *“I speak;
therefore, I exist’, So also some of our Societies exist
merely because they speak once a year.

G. HANUMANTH REDDI, B.A., LL.B,,
(Lrinal Year Class).

PRINTED AT THE AZAM STEAM TPRESS, HYDERABAD-DN,
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Altogether five meetings were held :—

Mr. Satya Narayan, B.Sc. (Hon.), (Lond). Lecturer
in Physics spoke on ‘“Gravitation’. Theory of relativity,
“ Super-conductivity.” *“ Radio activity.” ¢ Modern
Wireless '’ were the topics of four other debates.

An essay competition wasalso held under the auspices
of the Union. Md. Zainulabuddin got the first and
Syed Masleuddin the second prize for essays on
“ Gravitation.” P. Parthasarathi won the first prize *“ On
the services of Electricity > We congratulate them all.

THE HISTORY UNION,

President : ... Mr. Faseeuddin Ahmad.
Vice-President : ... Mr. Khursheed Ali Khan.
Secretary : ... Mr. Maquddar Ali Shareef.

Joint Secretary: ... Mr. Asaf Ali Khan,

Debates were conducted both in English and Urdu.
Professor Hussain Ali Mirza and Dr. Yousuf Husain
Khan delivered very interesting speeches. The hall was
overcrowded at these lectures. The students went to
Bidar for two days on historical excursion.

URDU ASSOCIATION.

President : ... Mr, Sayed Rajid Ali,
Vice-President : ... Mr. Md. Sahmsuddin.
Secretary : ... Mr. Masleuddin.

Under the auspices of the Union, two sessions of the
Urdu conference were held the first on 30 Isfandar,
presided over by Sir Mehdi Yar Jung Bhadur, and the
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We congratulate the young writers. We also congratu-
late the President and Secretary who took a keen interest
and made it a perfect success.

THE PERSIAN LITERARY SOCIETY.

President : ... Mr. Syed Fazlur Rahman Sayeed.
Vice-President : ... Mr. Habeebuddin Ahmad Naisan.
Secretary : ... Mr, Said Naiemuddin Ahmed.

The installation meeting of the Society was held
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Qazi Mohammad Hussain,
Syed Fazlur Rahman delivered his presidential address
and after the inspiring speech of Dr. Nizamuddin, on
“The Latest Iranian Publications” the meeting came
to an end.

Professor Hosain Alikhan, Head of the Department
of English, delivered an interesting lecture on ¢ Some
translators of the Quatrains of Omar Khayyam.”

The Society also invited Mr. M. M. Hidjazi, who
delivered an excellent lecture on ‘ Modern Literary
trends in Persian.”

Under the guidance and inspired by the personal
interest of Dr. M. Nizamuddin the society is working on
systematic lines.

THE PHYSICS UNION.
President : ... Prof. Wahidur Rahman.
Vice-President : ... Mr. Abdul Hadi,
Secretary : ... Mr. Md. Zainulabuddin,



College News.

JITH this issue our tenure of office comes to a close.
How far the standard of our Magazine has been
raised or maintained, you will be the best judges.

This year has been almost unique in the number of
opportunities it has given us of meeting distinguished
personalities from outside the state. Sir S. Radha-
krishnan and Pandit Amarnath Jha paid us visits and
delivered illuminating speeches.

At its last Convocation the University conferred
the honorary doctorate upon an eminent man, C. Raja-
gopalachari. In honouring him we have honoured
ourselves and have made his ties with our institution
inseparable.

THE ECONOMICS UNION.

The days of the election were the most stormy, but
out of that election storm the following were lucky
enough to servive.

President : ...  Mr. Abid Hussain Razvi.
Vice-President : ... Mr. Safiqul Rahman.
Secretary : ... Mr. K. R. Narsa Reddi.
Librarian : ... Mr.G. Narayanswémy.

The most remarkable achievement of this Union is
the publication of four pamphlets by its own students
under the able guidance of Dr. Anwar Igbal Qureshi.
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the gigantic bodies, their inter-stellar spaces, transpatial
systems, see how beautiful we have made it! We have
realised that moral order of which Kant spoke, which is
as beautiful as the stars in the sky.”

The professor had hardly finished when innumerable
flashes darted into the sky, till all these flashes of multi-
coloured light formed a luminous halo above, consisting
of all colours from infra-red to ultra-violet both made
visible to the spectators below, creating a sort of aurora
borealis. The band was playing Beethoven’s great
symphony and it seemed as if the notes of music were
mingling with the rays of light thus creating a harmony
that was sublime.

“ How gorgeous!’’ said she.

“Yes,” said the professor ‘this is art—the living
principle’’.

KAUKAB DURRY, LL.B.,
( Previous Class),
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““ By making life and not wealth the standard of our
values.” *

“That explains my problem’’ said he.

“Yes,”” said the professor ‘“‘that explains why
there was so much of frustration then, inspite of the
advance of technology. That is just the difference
between the Artistic and the Western civilisations.
There was repression, neurosis, and anxiety in the past
while there is freedom and self-expression now,”

““ And how did we discover our civilisation?” =aid he.

“Through art. A group of artists got together in the
last century and started to look for life and truth in the
multifarious activities of that age. They were men of
feeling and through this feeling—pattern worked out a
new philosophy of life. They tested their hypothesis by
bringing it into contact with reality. Itthen began to
be understood that art, that sublime expression of the
human soul should be the basis of a new world order.
It consequently become the living faith.”

The night had come, the river flowed silently and
innumerable stars glowed in the sky. The villagers had
gathered around the band whose meledious tunes were
being wafted beyond by the cool breeze that blew.

“ What a small place this,”” said the professor as he
looked at the sky. ‘“There are stars a hundred times
bigger than the earth and as many as the grains of sand
on all the sea shores of the world, and yet the Universe
is lifeless. In spite of our smallness as compared with
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crigses, why the race in armaments, why guns instead
of butter, why dictatorships, Fascist bogies, race
superiorites and the like? If you examine it closely,
exploitation was the essence of that age. Man was not
valued for what he was but for what he had. That
sublime harmony between the individual and society
Western Civilisation failed to provide. Routine, and
regularity had chilled the artistic impulse and nourished
only the baser instincts of mankind which we have
utterly destroyed.”

“But what about their morality, Professor’ she said,
“gurely you don’t assert that they were devoid of moral

or spiritual values”,

“Even the Fascist had a morality of their own " the
professor continued, ‘if by morality you mean certain
forms of behaviour approved by public opinion. But if
you mean the reign of those values that are eternal, I am
afraid there was not much of them. T wentieth Century
morality or conventional morality, as some cynics called
it then, did not elevate the soul or refine the brutal
instincts of man. Sex was the subject on which it con-
centrated and sex it degraded by its dogmatism. We lead
purer lives sexually than they did—why? because sex is
not taboo with us. We hardly marry more than once
in our lives, for we regard a life-long attachment and
friendship of greater importance than sex.”

A little girl brought refreshments and laid them on
the grass (for they were sitting on the turf) and with a
little bow went away.

s« But how did we jump to this’’ said the young man.
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“Yes' said the professor ‘it does seem strange.
A hundred years ago the world was in the midst of a
world war. World War II, they called it, and how silly,
as if it was somthing of which the world may be proud.”

“ But how came this war in spite of the unity of the
Western civilization?’’ asked the young man.

“T think because the different elements of that
civilization became self-conscious and there was no
sustaining principle to hold them together ' she said.

“I dont quite think so,”” said the professor; ¢ there
was something essentially destructive about that civili-
zation.”

“T think it a wrong principle’ said the young man
““to assess the merits of a past civilization in terms of
present values.”

“In a minute the sun will go down” said the pro-
fessor, looking at the crimsoning horizon ¢ and soon we
would be left to the darkness and the stars. The lands-
cape is indeed idyllic.” “Yes" said the professor waking
up from his artistic trance. “I mean no. There is no
doubt that the social and economic conditions of the last
century, thanks to the progress of technology, had
attained a level, where the happiness; of the people, at
least in the rudimentary form we now enjoy, was
definitely possible.”

“It was not the social conditions of the people that
did not permit of happiness, there was a gross maladjust-
ment of society that was all. Why the frequent economic



In the Realms of Art.

'"*\/"ES’ said he, as he turned from the embankment

where the glittering river lay, ‘‘yes, I find it
difficult to believe that an age rich as theirs, with all
the luxuries that science could provide was full of
frustration and gloom.”

“It was a historical necessity’’ she said, ‘“all that

2’

unhappiness was but the complement of that age ™.
“How faithfully Hegelian, pooh.”

“ Why, are you leaving so soon? Here comes the
professor of art, let’s meet him.”

It was an annual day of that village (November 6,
2044) and all the people had gathered on the river side to
celebrate the occasion. The scene was happines materia-
lised. The green turf of the river side exhaled fresh-
ness while the place blossomed with flowers of all shades
and perfumes. The inhabitants of the village mostly
artists came in multi-coloured clothes of dazzling brilli-
ance. Light refreshments were the sole care of pretty
girls of the village, who smiled as they served and served
as they blushed. And they harmonized well with the
scene around: the velvet turf, the sunset and the
melodious strains from the village band.

The professor of Art sat down.

““ We were just discussing the conditions, Professor,”
she said ‘‘ of the 20th century, and it seemed so strange."”



Departure of Wild Duck to a
&armer Clime.

'Twas early morn; the lake lay dull and grey

'Neath th’wintry sky. The fading stars were hid
Behind grey clouds now tinged a rosy red,

As the blushing East acknowledged a new day.

The smooth face of the lake was not yet lined

With wrinkles, cares, and worries of the wind ;
Upon its breast, near patches of dark weeds
Befeathered, huddled groups of duck were seen.

The sun rose, chasing mist-wraithes across fields;
It gilded all the marshy land around,

And lightened shadows cast by gloomy trees.

Its golden rays awoke the duck,; and soon

Desult'ry quacking filled the air as birds

Called to their mates and kin to join the feast

Of luscious tit-bits in the dark green weeds.

Some preened themselves, and others, flapping wings.
Skimmed calm grey gaps between them and their feed.
Then harsh cries sounded loud. The older birds,
Which felt the urge =o strong to be away,

Called to the rest. They had so far to go

Ere they could rest. as Nature had ordained,

To spend the Winter in a milder clime.

The largest took the lead. 1ts flapping wings
Thrashed white the grey, calm lake. It urgedthe rest
To flight. Some others beat their wings; and soon,
Just as the rosy sun turned gold, the last

Were in the air, circling round. Away,

Beyond the limits of the marsh, the first

Were tiny specks. A gentle morning breeze

Passed through the rushes round the lake. They bowed
And nodded ** Au Revoir’. The faint, faint calls
Of duck grew still. Their straining wings

Bore onwards—to the Warm and Sunny South.

V. K. REDDY.
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Germany even though it may be only in the form
of a state susceptible of military development,
as an attack on Germany and think it not alone
a right but a duty to prevent such a State from
arising, or to smash it if it has arisen, by every
means, including armed force."”

(Mein Kampf. 5th edition, pp. 754-55).

In such a doctrine, inculcated upon the German
people in Hitler’'s autobiography Mcin Kampf, the Nazi
Bible, of which millions of copies have been sold, lies the
potent cause of this war. It serves as a challenge to
those opponents of war who think that a Sovereign State
is bound to subordinate the exercise of its sovereignity
to the fulfilment of its obligations as a member of a
‘commonwealth or community of nations.

TAHIR HAMID,
[IT Year Arts.
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leads to blind fury and destruction and is absolutely deaf
to any rational arguments and the economic repercussions
of their actions,

THE REAL ENEMY.

One of the chief causes of war is the blind
OBEDIENCE to the State.

The German philosopher, Hegel who was a progenitor
of Marxism, Fascism and Nazism alike in his Philosophy
of History says: “The State is the divine will as the
present spirit unfolding itself in the actual shape and
organisation of a world. It is absolute power on earth.
It is an end in itself. It is the ultimate end which has
the highest right against the individual, whose highest
duty is to be a member of the State.”

This theory is identical with the doctrines pro-
claimed by Italian Fascism and German Nazism. The
The Hegelian, and the Hitlerite, doctrines imply that
individual States must struggle and fight until the
strongest imposes its will upon others. These philoso-
phies about the State are more political than economiec.
According to Hitler their doctrine implies:

‘““ The victory sword ruling race bending the world to
the surface of higher kultur.”

Hitler has further observed in Mein Kampf :

‘““Never allow two continental powers in Europe to
arise. Look upon every attempt to organise a
second military power on the frontiers of



No. 3 THE POLITICAL: CAUSES OF-WAR 43

national spiritis doomed. In relations between states it
is war that ultimately decides. I have defined war as
the “Supreme Court of Peoples.” It is that, indeed,
because victory and defeat are the factors which deter-
mine the hierarchies of States, Its judgement is final.
Appeal can be but to another war.” Herr Hitler's Mein
Kampf, too, breathes the spirit of war. Nowhere in
Europe was the cause of war so ardently advocated as in
Germany where Chairs of Military Science were ereated
in German high schools and universities, and even before
the last Great War, military science occupied a
very prominent position in Germany and a tremendous
amount of literature was being produced in that country
glorifying war. For example Schiller in The Bride of
Messina writes:

“Man is stunned by peaceful days,
In idle repose his courage decays.
Law is the weakling’s came,

Law inakes the world the same.
But in War man’s strength is seen,
War ennobles all that is mean;

Even the coward belies his name.”

Noblest among the emotions that make for war is the
compound love of pride and self sacrifice that goes by the
name of patriotism. No source of ecstasy is more
generous than this, and on the whole none is purer. But
when this great power is stirred to satisfy the whims of
war-mongers and egoistic dictators, this very spirit



Jhe pPolitical Causes of War.

HE causes of war are numerous and complex, but
these may be reduced to two main categories:

political and economic. In the following lines we shall
try to examine the political causes of war.

In the very first place it should be noted that the
political causes of war are much more important than
the economic causes. When a person is filled with a
spirit of national pride, racial superiority and the blind
love of his “fatherland”, and is spurred to action by
incessant and violent propaganda which is ceaselessly
carried on by the strong mouth-pieces of the State, there
isno end to which a person or a nation would be prepared
to go regardless of consequences. This was exactly the
state of affairs which prevailed long before the war in
many countries of Europe where people were made to
believe that war was something grand and golden.

GLORIFICATION OF WAR

( Modern Idcology).

Signor Mussolini, writing in a widely published
newspaper in October 1934, under the title “Why I pre-
pare for war’’ observed, ‘ T'he most sublime act of faith
a man can achieve is that of sacrificing his own life for
the sake of national collectivity. A people without g
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appropriate words and rhymes. But he steered his ship
through unfathomed waters and reached the shore all
alone. His poetry is composed of the melody of music
and the noise of the battle-field. Nazrul Islam never tried
to live for temorrow, he in fact is indifferent to it. He
reflects the spirit of the age. He himself says, ‘“I do not
care if posterity will read me or neglect me. I only want
to make my poetry the death companion of four hundred
million people who are every day being tortured to death
by alien forces’’.

MOHAMAD HAMID MOHIUDDIN,
IV Year Class.
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The intellectual Renaissance in India is marked by
three important phases of development. Tagore tries to
seek consolation in Mother Nature; while Igbal presents
this problem in a different form. He takes the inequality
of man for granted. He calls capitalism a curse on
modern society but he wants to find out a method by
which the rich and the poor, the proletariat and the
bourgeoise, the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’ can live
together in harmony and peace. Nazrul Islam with his
singular boldness hrushes aside every thing that tends to
the exploitation of the poor by the rich. He is a fanatic
exponent of socialism and.calls it the only remedy of all
evils. These three poets represent three schools of |
thought in India, the futurc alone will decide, which of .
them India will sslect as its guide,

Another thing distinguishes Nazrul Islam from
Tagore and Iqbal. Tagore has borrowed most of his
philosophy from the writings of Xabeerdas and many |
other Bengali poets. He has presented the old philosophy
inanew garb;Igbal was profundly influenced by Nietzche
and Bergson. When he returned from Berlin the theory
of the Superman was in vogue, and Iqbal has presented
it in his own way. Nazrul Islam imitated no one, he
was not learned nor did he understand the philosophy of

his age. In such circumstances he had to rely only on
his natural talents.

He broke all fetters, all the literary conventions. In-
the language of his province, he .could not find ou¢
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Then again in * Woman’ he says:—

“T look upon men and women as equals.

In the dignity and grace of this world woman has
played an equally important part with man.

History can show us how much blood was shed by
men but who will explain how many women have
agreed to become widows ?

How many mothers have given away their sons from
their side 2”

His Romantic poetry compares favourably with that
of the best of the Romantics in English literature and
Urdu. In his poem, ‘ You will remember”’, he says:—

“You will remember me, when 1 will be no more in
this paltry world.

You will remember me when Jasmine will fall and
spread like white bed-sheet in your court-vard.

And when you will prepare a garland. your bangles
will quiver and the withered buds will begin to
weep silently.

You will realise that every particle of the dust of my
grave is lamenting and afflicted leaves of the tree
are nurturing it with dew.”

There are many other poems which we are unable to
include or to quote. It will be clear from a mere perusal
of these lines that Nazrul Islam is first and last a
revolutionary genius.
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- I am a born rebel, cruel, the companion of death, storm
and destruction. For the world I am a personification
of destruction”’

“I am a rebel—my head will always be high.”

“I am the storm, terror, pestilence and universal
danger."”

“] keep in one hand a melodious flute and in the
cher a trumpet of war.”

- *“ When I laugh after bathing in the fire of hell my
- mouth sheds flowers.”

*“I am perishable, everlasting, eternal, unending—
that unity which is above all duality.”

I will be tranquil only when my lament echoes in
the car of God.”

In his sympathy for labourers and workers Nazrul
Islam excels even Marx and Lenin. He says:

“On a certain day I saw a * Babu’ knocking down a
Coolie.

I was moved and tears began to flow from my eyes.
Will the weak always remain in this unhappy

position”?

' Addressing the rich he says:—

“Your palaces'and: halls are sprinkled with the blood
of the poor. On every brick of the walls his story
of woe-is inscribed: - Every particle of mud knows
your dignity and fame.”
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“The end of the last war saw him in the heart of the
famous Khilafat movement; and the publication of his
poem, ‘Agmani’ deprived him of the Hawaldari. Often he
went to prison, but every time he came out with a new
collection of poems and the Government of Bengal was
forced to confiscate and give to- the flames, six of his
collections. It is said that in the absence ol ink and
‘paper, the Qazi scattered his inspiring poems on the
prison walls; all inscribed in his own blood. 1t is a
melancholy fact that these have disappeared once for all
from the sight of the world. "This *Bard of Indian
Revolution’ as so many European critics called him, had
set the ball rolling. Already his first poem ‘ Agmani’
had made him the most famous and the most popular poet
in Bengal. He now proceeded to write his second poem.
He named it a ‘Rebel’ (Bagi). It was first read before a
literary circle in Bengal of which the President was the
late Rabindranath Tagore. Few could expect a man of
- his position and circumstances to risc to such a great
height of intellectual sublimity and moral enlightenment.
Every line of his poem proved a cleansing whirlwind in
a Bengal rotting with delusion. Never had a soldier
spoken so lyrically. His style is poweriul, the language
is supple and vigorous and exhilarating. He offers
us not only poems but a new faith, a new hope, and a
new religion.

While it is difficult to translate the fascinating poem
in all its charm, we shall endeavour to give our readers
some extracts. Says our poet in ‘Rebel’. ¢ Speak, Oh
Youth! I am head andshouldersabove the rest—so high
that even the Himalayan heights are under my feet.”
‘Speak oh brave! I will keep my head always high,



- Jhe Rebel Poet of Bengal.

“T"HE political history of Bengal has always displayed

.. notable sectarian tendencies by rebellions and
attempts at separation from the Indian Union. The fact
is.that a Bengali is first and last a super-patriot and an
ultra-nationalist. Rightly or wrongly these sentiments
have kept the flame of liberty burning in his heart and
very often actuated him to many revolutionary up-
heavals. Many poets and writers during this period
have given vent to their feelings and Quazi Nazrul
Islam occupies that most significant place amongst them.

The life of this rebel poet is a study in revolution.
Born in the nineties of the last century a destitute, he
took to staying out, frolicking with the riosterers of the
town. His education was scanty and we see him

recruited to fhe army at the outbreak of the last
war of 1914.

One day fighting in the trenches, he was exhausted
and the night saw him restless and sleepless. Amidst the
‘sleeping dogs’, the boom of guns and the shrieks of the
wounded he alone was awake. His body was aching and
so was his soul. With a supreme effort he gathered
together the different threads, and what his mind could
not account for, his pen began all of a sudden to inscribe
on the paper in the darkness of the night. Andlo! in
the morning it was a complete poem, a true masterpiece.
A local daily in which this masterpiece was printed, sold
forty thousand copies that day. Like Lord Byron the
Qazi could exclaim, ‘I awoke one morning and found
myself famous’’,



No. 8- FRIENDSHIP AND REMRMBRANCE 85

life we are all Philosophers oti a small scale: . But Philo-
sophers too are men, they too weep. But still to allay

the after-effects of grief, Philosophy acts as a magic
balm.

. Friendship is a noble thing. The great philosophers
of yore gave this advice to all to cultivate as many
friends us possible. It is true that the darker aspects of

a friend we bury and the good we always remember as
the poet has sung:—

“For truly when a man shall end,
He lives in the memory of his frienc.
Who doth his better part recall
And of his fault makes funeral’.

S. MURTHY,
IV Year Class..
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death instead of ‘halving our sorrow’, they doub]e.o.L}'r
grief. They leave us in perpetual agony to mourn their
memory. - ,

It is amazing how a life ends so suddenly.
"We daily meet our friend,talk to -him, laugh with him,
and walk with him; but the next day we are deprived of
his company, for he isill. After two or three days we
hear his death pronounced solemnly. It becomes almost
impossible to believe his death, because so long an
association has killed our sensation for this kind of
bereavement we often delude ourselves and hope that he
is not dead. Sometimes to escape the rigour of our
calamity we think that he has gone to some far-off place,
but all to no avail. We are at once conscious of the
reality behind this sham supposition. Tears well in our
. eyes. We begin to remember his little frailties and
fancies, we smile a doleful smile, we remember how he
twirled his moustache, and was proud of it and many
such other things. Till at last, we can contain no more,
we break out into tears and weep profusely. We
are men and the intensity of our grief finds consolation
in our giving free vent to tears,

Poets have died when young. And how oft have we
not heard of the Candle of Good men being put out in the
summer of their life. It is a great pity that all their great
thoughts and high ideals are denied to posterity by their
untimely demise. Death in the early twenties is too
heartless and cruel. It is a great pity to see ‘“that
youth's sweet-scented manuscript should close.”

We must always be .thankful to Philosophy for its
consolations, in times of dire-necessity. In our normal



Friendship and Remembrance.

REMEMBRANOE would cause grief to anybody. A
poor man grieves over the death of his kith and
kin; a rich man mourns the' memory of his relatives and
friends. The verdict of mortality is stamped upon. every
one of us. Friends and relations die, but one thihg lives
for ever and it is always as fresh, as the first flower of
spring. It is Memory. The memory of our dead
lives, as long as we have life in this corporeal frame.
You may ask yourself. ‘Why do we remember our
dead ?’ or ¢ What is the quality in them which makes
them live in our memory?’. It mustbe either their noble
personality or their unblemished character or the most
important thing, associations, our favourite haunts
always have associations with our dead friend. All at
once our memory rushes back to us. To remember a
dead friend is painful, but we human beings are so.
constituted, that we always forget the thing, which we
would wish to remember, and always remember the

things which we would prefer to forget.

As I said it is association with the dead friend which.
awakes memory. We remember him so .frequently
that it- becomes an obsession. - -True it is that.weé:are
healed. of this wound, in course of time, not because our
love for our friend grows Jess but because the healing
quality in time is more.

Tt~k said that “friends double our Joy ’.* In-’de‘gd“ 't,;'ﬁey
do; but they doi it a% long-as they-lve but aftér’ th¥if
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- In Paris he went to see his tragedy Irene performed.
The people knew he was coming, and lined the streets
to get a glimpse of him. In the theatre itself voices
became hoarse with shouting as he entered, ‘“ Long Live
Voltaire!” *‘Hail to the defender of Calas! Hail to the
Universal man!”

That was on 30th March and it was the last time that
Yaris saw him. For he died exactly two months later,
30th May 1778. The church refused him orthodox burial,
but his friends took the body into one of the provinces
and wangled permission for burial there. Twelve years
later, after the Revolution broke out, his remains were
brought in a triumphant procession into Paris for burial
in the Pantheon. On the sacrophagus were inscribed

. the words:

‘ As poet, thinker, and historian he gave the human
spirit a great inspiration. He prepared us for freedom.”

- But after the restoration of monarchy, 24 years later,
his bones were again taken away from the Pantheon, as
a sort of revenge, and thrown nobody knows where.

The monarchy and the clergy took their revenge not
on the living but on the dead Voltaire, but wherever his
tomb, the only epitaph necessary are the three words:

Ave Atque Vale: hail to thee and farewell.

SHAHID ALI KHAN,
B.A., (Osmania).
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did he believe in the efficacy of a revolution. Conserva-
tive in thought, he did not trust the populace. ‘ When
the people undertake to reason all is lost™ (Voltaire).
Does it not seem strange that a man who was the cause
of a revolution disowns it as a remedy?

He could not see eye to eye with Rousseau. When
the latter sent Voltaire his Discourses on the Origin of
Equality, he received the reply, “I have received, Sir,
your new book against the human species, and I thank
you forit............ No one has ever been so witty as you
are in trying to turn us into brutes; to read your book
makes one long to go on all fours. As, however, it is now
some sixty years since I gave up the practice, I feel that
it is unfortunately impossible for me to resume it.”

At 83, Voltaire decided to go to Paris. The doctors
forbade him from undertaking such a long and arduous
journey. But he had decided.. A coach halted at the
Customs office outside Paris; the officials wanted to know
if there was anything in the carriage that was prohibited.
“I don’t think, gentlemen,” came a voice from within,
““that' there is any contraband here except myself.”
Upon hearing this one of the officials looked in, and quite
startled, exclaimed, ‘* By heavens, it is M. de Voltaire!”]

And so he was back in Paris. Apparently he had
come to help in the staging of one of his latest tragedies
—UIrene. But that was only an excuse; beneath it all lay
one great desire - to have a last glance.at Paris, the Paris
that he loved to see, and the Paris that loved to see him.
The next day 'his residence was filled with over 300
visitors. Benjamin Franklin brought his grandson for
Voltaire's blessings; and Voltaire stretching out his hand
bade him dedicate himself to ‘“ God and Liberty,”’.
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“The first divine ", said he, ** was the first.rogue who
met the first fool’’, and later wrote, ‘““ Men fed by your
labours in a comfortable idleness, enriched by your sweat
and your misery, struggled for partisans and slaves; they
inspired you with a destructive fanaticism, that they
might be your masters; they made you superstitious not
that you might fear God, but that you might fear them.”
In the Oedipe he wrote:

~Our priests are not what simple folks supposc ;

Their learning is but our credulity.”M)

Thus he tirelessly produced the pamphlets which
confirmed him as the greatest journalist the world has
ever known. It is difficult to realise what an enormous
hold he had on public opinion through his pamphlets
which he wrote all on the same theme, but in a thousand
different ways, a thousand different times. ¢ Big books,”
he said, *“ are out of fashion’. And so, as Will Durant
puts it, *“ he sent forth his little soldiers, week after week,
month after month, resolute and tireless, surprising the
world with the fertility of his thought and the magni-
ficent energy of his seventy years'.@

Voltaire was not an atheist. He was a staunch
believer in God. His philosophy is an agnosticism
tempered by a deism. In political thought he was a
conservative. However he had already warned us,
‘“ Politics is not my line,”. and told us, *“I am tired of all
these people who govern states from the recesses of their
BArrets,............... unable to govern their wives or their
households they take great pleasure in regulating the
‘universe.” He did not believe in narrow patriotism, nor

——

b AcIV. Scl 2. Story of Philosophy P. 260,
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orthedoxy. This started with the famous Calas case in
1762, The son of Calas—3 protestant shopkeeper of
Toulouse, committed suicide. A false rumour made out
that the son wished to become a Catholic and so
the father had murdered him. On this false charge
the Calas family was exiled and the poor father was put
to death. *‘The executioner shattered the benes of his
limbs and chest with blows of an iron bar. Then he was
bound to a wheel, to die slowly, and then burnt.”®

The family sought refuge at Ferney and the shocked
Voltaire started a relentless war against orthodoxy of
this kind. Two similar cases-—-that of Elizabeth Sirvens
and the other that of L.a Barre, confirmed Voltaire in his
crusade. He changed his attitude, and became a
thoroughly serious man, laying bare in small pamphlets
the notorious abuses of the church and ended each with
his famous motto, Ecrasez l'infame, which he now
adopted. He stirred and awakened France and began to
pour forth such intellectual fire that sceptres tumbled,
the clergy lost their power, and finally came the big
crash—the Revolution Francaise.

In his treatise on toleration, Voltaire says that he
would have been able to bear all the absurdities of
orthodoxy if only the priests had practised what they
preached-—toleration. But says he, “Subtleties of which
not a trace can be found in the Gospels are the source of
the bloody quarrels of Christian history.” Again he
says, ‘“ The man who says to me, ‘Believe as I do, or God
will 'damn ‘you,” will presently say, ‘Believe as I do, or
I shall assassinate you'.” And then he asks, “ By what
right could a being created free force another to think
like himself? ™

}. Voliaire by Andre Maurois P, 122,
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¢ Miscreants!'’ cried the indignant Sirian, “I have a
good mind to take two or three steps, and trample the
whole nest of such ridiculous assassins under my feet.”

“Don’t give yourself the trouble’’, replied the philo-
sopher, “they are industrious enough in securing their
own destruction............ Besides, the punishment should
be inflicted not upon them but upon those sedentary and
slothful barbarians who, from their palaces give orders
for murdering a million men, and then solemnly thank
God for their success.’” !

Even more interesting is Voltaire's Zadig. His
,Jgannot and Colin is a delightful satire on the wealthy.
The Marquis discusses with the governor of his son
about the latter’s education. Should he be taught
Geography ? ‘‘Of what use will that be?"” answers the
governor, ‘“ When the Marquis goes to the estate, won’t
the postillion know the roads?”® In a like manner all
branches of learning are set aside and the enlightened
father concludes. ‘“A man of quality like the young
Marquis should not rack his brains with useless
sciences.”’ (%

- Voltaire's other famous works are his Philosophy of
History and the Ignorant Philopoher. 1In his The
Good Brahmin he shows the inner struggle and doubts
that find their way into the mind of a man of knowledge.

- But'by far the most voluminous and the most noble
of his works started at Ferney, with Voltaire’s slogan
“ Ecrasez 'infame' —* crush the infamy - —~the infamy
of superstltlon, whlch appea.red under the garb of

e — —————

1. Ibid, P.242. 2. Ibid. P. 286.
3. Ihid. ©P. 287,
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a farmer near Constantinople. Pangloss's philosophy is
compared with that of another character in the story—
Martin, the pessimist. Martin, like Voltaire, hates the
idea of wars and of the destruction of the achievement of
centuries in order to satlsfy an unforeseen surge of
the spleen. “Have you ever been in France,
Mr. Martin?” asks Candide. *Yes’, says Martin,
“I have travelled over several of its provinces. In some,
half the 1nhab1tants are mere fools; in others they are
too cunning;......... in others, they affect to be wits; and
in all of them the chief occupation is love, the next lying,
and the third, to talk nonsense.” "’ In this conversation
we get a foretaste of Voltaire’s disgust with men, with
France, with the world. And the story ends with
Candide’s remark, “ Let us cultivate our garden.” That
is Voltaire’s message. Let us not talk big, but do in our
own small way the little good that we can do, and the
world would be the happier for it.

In his Micromegas, Voltaire imitates Swift’s
Gulliver's Travels. Micromegas, the inhabitant of
Sirius visits the earth. He is 500,000 feet tall. Walking
throngh the Mediterranean he wets his heels, and takes
a ship as it passes, and balances it on his thumb-nail.
‘He then addresses the passengers of the ship. A philo-
gopher from the ship answers him, and says that there is
a war going on in which men ou this earth are killing
fellow-men. Upon inquiring into the cause of this
struggle he ‘“was given to understand that the sub]ect of
vdlspute wag a pitiful molehill (called Palestine) no larger
_than his heel ")

1, Ibid. P 159, 2. Thid. P. 242,
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During his life at Ferney, Voltaire had turned, if
anything, a shade more bitter. He was d]sgusted with
this world of cant and hypocricy. In Lisbon in November
1755, there occured a terrible earthquake in which 30,000
souls lost their lives. . It was, incidentally, All Saints’
Day, and most of the people were crushed while praying
in the churches. The French priests attributed this to
the sin of the people of Lisbon! It was shocking—this
attitude. It was sheer callousness to suffering. The
‘grieved Voltaire turned to verse to express his emotions:

“ Siiune‘ the Look of fate is closed to us.
Man is'a Sfrantl to his own research;

He l\nowa pot whence he comes, nor whither goes.

This world, this theatre of pride and wrong,
Swarms with sick fools who talk of happiness,”

And now let us turn to his works, Candide perhaps
the best short-story in literature. Candide, the nephew
of the Baron of Thunder-ten-tronchk, falls in love with
the Baron’s daughter Cunegonde, who ‘‘aged about "
seventeen years, was of a ruddy complexion, fresh, -
plump, and well calculated to excite the passions.”’®
For his love for her he is kicked by the Baron out of his -
house. His teacher, the Philosopher-optimist Pangloss
taught metaphysico-theologo-cosmolonigology! Pangloss
was an optmist and believed that everything was for the
‘best in this best of all possible worlds. However in spite
of this Candide gets kicked out, is captured by the invad-
lng Bulgarians, escapes to Lisbon, gets caught up in the
earthquake goes to. Paraguay, and ﬁnal]y settles down as

1, Best Works of Voluaire (Blue Ribbon Books.) P, 121.
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At Ferney he started gardening, agriculture, and
industries. Silk stockings for the beautiful ladies of"
Burope, laces of all kinds, and watches poured forth in
large numbers from Ferney. He recommended his reliable-
watches to his friends all over Europe. In Ferney lived:
Genevese and French, Protestants and ‘Catholics, in an
atmosphere of marvellous religious toleration. Small
houses were built for labourers, and the whole place was
like one happy family. ‘I have left abundance’’, wrote
Voltaire himself, “ where there was want before. True,
only by ruining myself, but a man could not ruin himself
in a more decent cause,”

.Here he wrote plays, pamphlets, poems, and letters.
And here it was that he-entertained the best of European
society. Those who could come, came to taste of his
wine and wit; those who could not, wrote to him. Letters
and visitors swarmed in from all over Europe. Gibbon
and Boswell came from England, came to Ferney and its
king. Catherine II of Russia wrote frequently; and
even Frederick resumed correspondence after five years’
" silence. It was a “lovers’ quarrel”, exclaimed Voltaire.
“You have done me great wrongs’’, wrote Frederick,
“I have forgiven them all, and I even wish to forget
them. But if you had not to do with a madman in love
with your noble genius, you would not have gotten off so
well............ I esteem in you the finest genius that the
ages have borne; I admire your poetry, I love your
prose.” France was at war with Prussia, but their
correspondence continued; only it became more cordial,
more frank, less bitter, and full of mutual admiration;
and, even after Voltaire’s death, Frederick never forgot
him. He said, “I say a prayer to him every morning.
Divine Voltaire, I say, pray for us''.
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express orders of Frederick, brought about ill-feeling
between them. This increased, and Voltaire on top of
this had once remarked about the king’s sending him
his verses for correction, ‘* Will he never be tired of
sending me his dirty linen to launder?’’. Frederick on
his part said, “[ shall want nim at most another year;
one squeezes the orange and throws away the rind.”
Later on in a mathematical controversy, Voltaire took a
stand against Maupertius, a French mathematician of
Frederick's court. The king sided with Maupertius in
the controversy. *“ Unluckily for me’’, worte Voltaire
to a friend, “I am also an author, and in the opposite
camp to the king. I have no sceptre, but I have a pen”
and a pen about which Anatole France wrote. <“In
Voltaire's fingers the pen runs and laughs.” This most
dangerous of all weapons, his scorn, he used against
Maupertius, in the famous Dialribe of Dr. Akakia.
He read it out to Frederick and Frederick not being able
to control himself burst out into laughter. It was
delightful. DBut the king did not want it published, and
Voltaire had it printed. Frederick flew into a rage, and
Voltaire fled from Potsdam,.

While on the borders of France, he was told that the
French king did not want him—he had been exiled from
France. And so he went depressed, disgusted, and dis-
illusioned, to find himself a quiet home on the French-
Swiss border. Near Geneva he bought an estate to which
he gave the name of Les Delices(!’—a name as musical as
could be, Later he bought another estate not far from
the first—Ferney, and it was here that he finally settled
down for the next twenty years

) ‘lx . Lgs.l)elicea i—It was orginally called Sur-Saint-Jean. * Sea ** Voltaire” by Andre Mauruis, P, 90
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Later Madame du Chatelet was to have a child. She
confessed it to Voltaire. and Voltaire remarked: “We will
simply include the child in Madame’s miscellaneous
works”’ ! But Mme. du Chatelet died in childbirth, The
grieved Voltaire going down the Chateau stairs slipped
and fell. Hisrival rushed and picked him up. On gaining
consciousness Voltaire remarked, ‘*“ Oh, my young friend,
it was you who killed her for me!” o

Meanwhile Frederick the Great of Prussia had begun
his correspondence with Voltaire in 1736, and since then
had been eager to get Voltaire over to Potsdam. but
Mme. du Chatelet had been in the way. Voltaire pre-
ferred his mistress to all the laurels that Frederick had
to offer. “ Do not suppose”, wrote Frederick, “that
I push my scepticism to extremities: I believe, for
instance, that there is only one God and only one
Voltaire in the world.” And again, ‘I count it one of
the greatest honours of my life to be born a contemporary
of a man of such distinguished attainments as yours.”

But tired of inviting Voltaire, the Prussian king had

attached to his court a French poet d’Arnaud Baculard,
to whom the king wrote:

“The French Apollo sinks in slow decline :

Come hither, Arnaud, rise theyself, and shine!”

These lines were enough to inspire Voltaire. The divine
Emilie too had died, and so Voltaire, heart-broken and
solitary, decided to go, to go to Frederick at Potsdam.
There he was given a right royal reception, and enjoyed
his long talks with the king, and for a moment believed
that all would be well. But Voltaire’s love of speculation,
end his investing money in Saxon bends against the
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her cousin Emilie had conquered the greatest man of the
age, the favourite of kings and queens, and the 1d01 of
French literature. However........... erevin Co

Madame du Chatelet was very-well read and had
translated Newton’s Principia. She and Voltaire worked
incessantly in the laboratory at Cirey, each trying to do
more than the other. In the evening they met their
innumerable guests whom Voltaire entertained with his
poems and plays. Cirey thus became for a time, the
intellectual capital of France. Here Voltaire devoted
himself to literature, chemistry, mathematics, history,
astronomy, philosophy,—and love, and in all these studies
heé progressed quite far.

In 1746 Voltaire was elected to the French Academy,
and his address composed for the occasion is one of the
classics of French literature. But suddenly a tragedy
occured. Mme. du Chatelet fell in love with a handsome
young man—M. de Saint Lambert, and Voltaire once

éntering her room unannounced, found her very intima-

tely seated with the young man. Voltaire was wild, and
threatened tc leave the place the same night, but ¢“his

valet, in the interests of a reconciliation sees to it that
the coach is unavailable.””) There was a patch up later

on. Lambert himself came to apologize, whereupon
Voltaire's tender heart melted: “My boy”, said he,
“I have forgotten everything, and it is I who am wrong,
You are in the happy age when a4 man loves and takes
pleasure. Enjoy those moments—they are too brief”
A stanza on the episode followed:
“Saint-Lambert, it is all for thee
The flower grows;
The rose's thorns are all for me;
For thee the rose.”

commda L i P

1. Emil ~l..\_ndwig: Genius and Chagacter. P, 210,
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Returning to France in 1729, he began investing
money in business, and sucéeeded in these and also'in
lotteries, Two passions always filled his thoughts—
money and literature. He always believed that one
should live before one could philosophize.

" In 1931 came exile again. A famous French actress,
Mlle. Lecouvreur, died and was refused orthodox burial
merely because she was an actress. The enraged Voltaire
wrote a poem in which he attacked this stupid.iy with
the fiery valour of his tongue. But soon he saw himself
fleeing from Paris. A miséchevous printer had published
without the author’s permission or knowledge, Voltaire’s
Letters on the English. 'The bookseller was sent to the
Bastille, and the book was burnt in 1734 as * being
scandalous, contrary to religién, good morals, and the
respect due to the authorities.”

Voltaire again saw the vision ol the Bastille asa
possibility, and so escaped from Paris, and this time he
went to live with a friend whom he had met, and with
whom he had fallen in love -Madame du Chatelet-—-the
divine Emilie. She lived in her Chateau of Cirey on the
Lorraine border, and Voltaire lived with her for nearly
seventeen years, when her death alone separated them.
She was a remarkable woman-—black hair, green eyes,
large nose, with a twinkle in her eye, which signified both
intelligence and sensuousness. She was not beautiful
but extremely attractive, and weren’t women jealous of
her! Mme. de Crequi wrote, “ My cousin Emilie was a
colossus in all her proportions, a marvel of strength and
a prodigy of clumsiness. = She had a skin like a
nutmeg-grater.”” But Mme. de Crequi was a woman, and
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Voltaire, despairing of a ‘just trial, challenged the
Chevalier to a duel, and the Rohan family being fright-
ened, induced the then Minister of Police to send Voltaire
again to the Bastille. Thus came another sojourn in the
Bastille, but this time, however, he was in the prison for
only afew days, after which he was released on condition
that he went into exile.

And so, on to England. ¢ It is a country where men
think freely and nobly, unhampered by any servile fear’’
(Voltaire). He was surprised at the freedom with which
the English men of letters expressed what they thought.
‘““ Here was a people that had opinions of its own; a
people that had remade its religion, hanged its king,
imported another, and built a parliament stronger than
any rulerin Europe. There was no Bastille here, and no
lettres de cachet.”Y Voltaire found peace and religious
toleration in England.

He soon learnt English, mastered English literature,
and had long and -cordial talks with Pope, Addison,
Congreve and Swift. Voltaire also attended the funeral
of Newton, and was surprised at the national honours
and respect awarded to genius in that country of free
men. He had nothing but praise for England:

* Rival of Athens! London! Happy land,
From whenee was drivin the hoding, shameful band,
of prejudice and tyrants.”

In his Letters on the English or the Lettres Philoso-

phique, he compared the intellectual and political liberty
in England, with the tyranny current in France.

1, Ibid. I 226.
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Regency.  * When the Regent, for economy sold half the
horses that filled the royal stables, Francois remarked
how much more sensible it would have been to dismiss
half the asses that: filled the royal court.””*' Francoise
soon became famous for his witty remarks, and criticisms,
not his own, were attributed to him, and as a result he
found himself in the Bastille, April 16, 1717.

While in the Bastille he adopted the pen-name of
Voltaire, and wrote his famous tragedy Oedipe, and the
long epic—the Henriade. After eighteen months of
imprisonment he was released from, what he called, the

dlace oI vengeance, dark anc ' odeiu iC,_
“ Palace of vengeance, dark and Eodeful pil

Where languish side by side, the pure, the vik

After his release, he once again became the favourite of
the aristocracy, and among them he cultivated his
polished manners, and soon developed into a brilliant
conversationalist. However, once at Duc de Sully’s a
nasty incident tock place. A certain Chevalier de Rohan,
frritated at the self-confidence of Voltaire, angrily
remarked, ** Who talks so lJoud when he contradicts me ?’",
upon which the latter replied, *“Sir, he is one who does
not drag a great name behind him, but wins respect for.
the name he has’ The Chevalier left the table. A few
days later, when Voltaire was at Duc de Sully's again,
he got a message that somebody was waiting for him out-
gside. He went out only to be thrashed by two hired
ruffians, while the Chevalier looking on from a distance
shouted. *“Don't hit his head! Something good may come
out of that yet.”

-~ e e e e e e _M-,-'—;—-J-—ﬂ

1. Ihid. P. 223,
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helping friends as in orushing enemies, able to kill with
a stroke of his pen, and yet disarmed by the first advance
of conciliation—so contradictory js man’.(!

His precocity was evident—already at three he knew
a notoriously agnostic poem— Mosaid by heart. At the
Jesuit school of Louis-le-Grand, while other boys were
playing, Francois Arouet was discussing politics with
the Jesuit Fathers. At twelve he had started to compose
poems with an ease and elegance all his own, and he soon
became conscious of his literary abilities; and later, on
leaving college, he surprised his father by proposing to
take up literature as & profession. ‘ Literature’
remarked his angry father, ‘‘is the profession of the man
who wislfes to be useless to society, and a burden to his
relatives, and to die of hunger.” But Voltaire was
adamant.

He soon began to mix with the nobilty, charming
the men with his sharp wit, and pleasing the ladies by
correcting their verses. His father did not like the
company young Francois kept, and so sent him off to
Holland to stay there with the French ambassador. And
there Voltaire fell in love with a young girl Olympe
(whom he fondly called Pimpette). His frequent and
clandestine visits to her became known, and the French
ambassador, not eager to get mixed up with such ‘affairs’,
sent Francois back to his father. His angry father once
said, “My sons are a pair of madmen, one in prose and

the other in verse”, for Voltaire’'s elder brother was a
fanatical Jansenist.

Francoise returned to Paris just before Louis XIV’g
death, and Louis XV’s minority brouxht with it the
L. Will Durnt 1 The Story of Philosophy P, 218,




Ooltaire — the Man.

“ O, that those lips had language

RANCOISE Marie Arouet, for that was his real name,

" was born in 1894. The condition of France in those
days was terrible — it was a France of personal, family,
and party strife. The iron hand of Louis XIV was soon
removed, and the Regency during Louis XV’s minority,
opened the floodgates to a deluge of criticism, followed
by Ecrasez Uinfame, which was the prelude to something
much more drastic, the prologue to the first act which

ushered in the French Revolution three quarters of a
century later.

The whole super-structure of the body politic was
extremely weak, and almost tottering to its fall, nor had
it anything substantial to help it raise its head again.
There already existed a discontented nobility, ever at
war with itself ; a bourgeoisie alert and critical; and
those last strongholds of the ancien regime-—-religion
and orthodoxy-—were dragged to the altar of reason,
where they failed to stand the ordeal, and a new age
dawned in France.

In the background, and mainly responsible for this
failure, was one Francoise Arouet, ‘ unprepossessing,
ugly, vain, flippant, obscene, unscrupulous, even. at
times dishonest,”—Voltaire wasa man-the faults of his
time and place missing hardly one. And yet this same
Voltaire turns out to have been tirelessly kind, consi-
derate; lavish of his energy and his purse, as sedulous in
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Viewing it with an open mind and putting aside al
excesses, I think that the ‘tradition’ was a good old
custom. Now that it has been stopped, I feel a little
sorry. Perhaps I am wrong. Perhaps Tom Hughes was
also wrong when he wrote in so spirited a manner about
the custom of ‘Ragging’ in his ‘“ Tom Brown’s school
days''. Reformation is good and this was just another
crude and uncivilized custom abolished. Lord William
Bentinck was a reformer, he abolished the ¢ Sutee ' and
hanged the thugs. The English burnt Joan of Arc at the'
stake because she was a witch. I wonder if this act of
abolition comes under the same category. Who knows?

D. K. CHATTERJI,
M.Sc., ( Previous).
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I was forced to join with the last named group for
I had no safe place to retire to, and I did not relish the
idea of staying in bed all day.

- Aseveningdrew to a close, excitement rose to a fever
pitch. Dinner was swallowed in a hurry and good
clothes were changed for old ones. The elock struck ten,
and a pack of yelling, jﬁmping seniors rushed into my
room. Kicking and struggling I was lifted by a dozen
hands and deposited on a chair placed upon a table.
There I stood like a mascot on the top of afactory
tunnel. From this exalted position I surveyed the
grinning faces of my tormentors. The lights were
switched off, and a bucketful of cold water (minus the
bucket of course) was deposited all over me. The lights
came on again and found miniature cataracts and rivers
running down my body. The jeering and shouting went
on. I had to introduce myself and was made to tell them
all about my red coat and big China pants, as they chose
to call it. They requested, or rather ordered me to sing,
and when I tried to oblige them they said that stray
donkeys would come running if they chanced to hear me.
At this personal insult I got wild and told them that they
had strayed to my room instead of the donkeys. This
remark brought forth a second instalment of cold bath.
I felt as if this had been going on for hours, but really it
all lasted for about ten minutes. At last I signed my
name on the contribution list and put down five rupees
as subseription. Then they left me in peace and went to
interview the next junior, all much entertained by my
embarassment.

Now looking back upon that night of * Baptism’ as
I like to eall it, I feel that it had its good points too.
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shock of earthquake. At last I fished out a nice
sgherwani’ and got into it by sheer force of will and body
both combined, tearing off a button in the process.
Again I walked boldly along the corridor feeling very
like a hero. I did not go far before, a dozen heads popped
out of the windows. Soon amob of jumping yelling boys
surrounded me impeding further advance, and blocking
my retreat. They were all yelling, jumping and making
faces at me like a pack of devils from Dantes ‘Inferno.’
This time I failed to make out what they were laughing
at. One of the senior students at length came to my
rescue, and pushing and elbowing his way through the
throng; like Achillis cutting his way through the Trojan
ranks, he at last reached me. Then catching hold of my
arm he pulled me out just like a cork out of a bottle. He
took me to my room and told me that I had put on my
sherwani all-right but had forgotton my pyjamas. I
contradicted and pointed out to him that I had my shorts
on. Laughingly he pointed out my mistake and went
away. So for the third time I had to change my attire.
This time I walked to the dining hall in a tolerable
pyjama and a ‘sherwani’ minus one button. There was
no more mistake, and I had my belated dinner in much
the same frame of mind as the Duke of Welhngton after
the Battle of Waterloo.

The ‘Tradition’.

The juniors were in a state of suppressed excitement
that day. News had leaked out from reliable sources that
the - Tradition committee’ had been formed. Some of us
fled to the city as if for our very lives, some pretended to
be ill and stayed in bed. Buuv some there were who put
on & bold and deflant look amd awaited dévelopments,



Jhose Undergraduate Days

MY FIRST DAY’S EXPERIENCE OF HOSTEL LIFE.

SMRESSED in a pair of trousers, too large even for two
people like me put together, and a coat of bright red
colour, I marched along behind my father trying to look
as brave as Napoleon, but really looking like a mutineer
who was about to walk the plank. He took me to
a hostel where I was told to deposit myself and
my camp baggage in a room, and there papa left me.
I felt much like a fish out of water but there was no help
for it. After much calculation and deliberation 1 ven-
tured to ask my ward-boy about my rations. That fellow
pointed out the dining hall to me and said that if I meant
to have something, I had better go there. Napoleon
once remarked, it seems, that an army marches on its
stomach. Then I felt as starved as a soldier. Out
I saliied in my big trousers and red coat. I was much
astonished when a group of boys began to laugh as
I passed them. One cried out *“ Look at the Chinaman.”
Another shouted at the top of his voice ‘“He is a walking
red cross sign-post.” 1 understood that my dress had
excited their attention, and very prudently I beat a hasty
retreat. I felt much relieved when the door of my room
closed behind me. Now for the first time in my life
I began to think seriously about my dress and personal
appearance. I pulled out my whole wardrobe out of my
suit case. Out came red coats and green pants, yellow
shirts and blue knickers, sherwanis, pyjamas and what
-.not, -Soon the room looked like a tailor's shop after a mild
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democracy as was done in the British Provinces and
themselves occupy the royal and exalted position that
Governors enjoy in those places, with the great and
significant addition of a personal affection that they will
always command in the hearts of the people. If the
princes trusted the capacity of their subjects for demo-
cracy, it would be the greatest moral contribution for the
attainment of freedom for the motherland as a whole.
I shall not detain you any further.

I thank you for having listened to me so patiently.

DR. C. RAJAGOPALACHARI.
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- University and from the chances in life open to the
- ‘Osmania graduates. The problem is complicated every-
where, and more so in Hyderabad. We may not get ideal
- solutions but must be content at present with compro-
- mises and experiments. One compromise regarding
Secondary education would be that of enforcing Urdu as
a language subject while imparting instruction in all
-subjects through the medium of the regional Janguage
but accompanied by a liberal use of .the terms of science
and art used in the Osmania University for higher
course3 in the same subject. But I should not trespass
into this problem any further. I hope that the passage
from English to Indian languages may not be rendered
needlessly difficult by the development of passion and
prejudice, and by stressing the theoretical advantages of
administratively impracticable alternatives.

I have not touched politics so far. I do not propose
to do so here because I have very recently put down my
views on the present situation in very clear terms in a
booklet written for that purpose and I have nothing to
add to it. I would like however to say one thing from
this platform to this gathering of the most enlightened
section of Hyderabad people. I hold the view thatitisan
erroncons belief that is carelessly spread that the citizens
of Indian States are politically inferior or backward
compared to the citizens of British Indian Provimces.
National consciousness has spread all over India at one
and the same pace everywhere. The citizens of Indian
States are as fit and as ready, or as unfit and as unready,
for democracy as citizens of the British Provinces_are.
Our princes can today without disturbing the efficiency
of administration grant representative institutious and
eonstitutional governments on a basis of parliamentary
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and ought to go up to the next stage from those who can-
not. do so is not practicable. As a result of all these
causes, the perfect organisational conditions required
for one stage are complicated by the requirements of the
next stage. This affects not only the subject-matter of
the instruction given but also the question of medium of
instruction. Those who are responsible for the organisa-
tion of Secondary education cannot shut their eyes to
the fact that the best and a large number of others
among the students in High schools legitimately look
forward to go to the University courses, and that it can-
not be decided beforehand who may be permitted to aspire
to it and who may not be. We should not forget that
University education has not been undertaken through
the medium of Kannada, Telugu or Marathi in Hydera-
bad or any where in India for that matter. The English
medium prevails everywhere in Universities and this
queers the pitch for any reform in Secondary education.

The fact that the Osmania University imparts
instruction in the highest courses through Hindustani
directly affects the medium to be adopted for Secondary
education. If up to the last point in Secondary schools,
the instruction should be given through the medium of
the mother-tongue other than Urdu, it may be feared
that a large body of the students would be ill-equipped
for the University course to which they may legitimately
agpire. If the Government of Hyderabad made the
‘apparently good rule that in the Kannada, Telugu and
Marathi areas Secondary education shall be imparted: -
through these languages respectively, what would the
parents of the best boys and girls say as to the necessary-
consequence of this, viz., that they would be practically-
excluded from higher courses available in the Osmania
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this natural and indefeasible right of the mother-torgue,
the problem becomes complicate and calis for the exercise
of patience and compromise all round. I have no doubt
the question is receiving the continued and open-minded
consideration of His Exalted Highness’ Government.
The happiness of the Sovereign is bound up with the
~contentment and progress of his peoplé and there is no
short-cut for progress eschewing the path of true and
effective education. The conditions of modern education
are, however, complex, and State policy has to cover a
wide ground. Peace and toleration create as great
difficulties as their opposites. Several peoples have come
together, several faiths live together, several languages
flourish side by side in the same State as a result of peace
and toleration. The problem of positive service on the
part of the State to the composite population thus placed
together under its care becomes very complex and
difficult.

Not only this, but there are other difficulties arising
out of the complexity of modetrn developments in educa-
tion. Almost the whole burden is thrown on the schools
run by the State, the family contributing but little
towards the preliminary education of the child. The
divisions of education into Primary, Lower Secondary,
Higher Secondary and University courses are not water-
tight. They are not isolated courses. In no one stage is
the training quite so independent of the requirements of
the next stage as the authorities dealing with the matter
would wish it were. Xach stage is for the most deserv-
ing and for a large number of hopefuls, a preparation for

the next stage as much as it is an independent course by

itself .for the others. Differentiation of those who can
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skeleton at the feast, the medium of instruction in
Secondary education. The announcement of the invita-
tion extended to me to deliver this Convocation Address
was a signal for several public workers to open corres-
pondence with me on the State policy in respect of the
medium of instruction for Secondary education. I made
it clear to my correspondents that it was not my inten-
tion for entering into any discussion of Hyderabad policy.
I am too keenly alive to the difficulties of administration
specially in the formulation and working of educational
policy in an area composed as Hyderabad is, of people
speaking four different great languages each with affilia~
tions abroad and literatures of which they are Jusﬂ.y
proud. Any light-hearted and hasty criticism or advice
can be exploited to increase existing difficulties. But
I do not wish to minimise the importance of the issue
involved. I have already stated in explicit terms the
fundamental creed of education through the mother-
tongue to which I adhere. Sir Akbar Hydari and His
Exalted Highness have both clearly laid down in
unambiguous terms that the student’s mother-tongue is
the only effective medium for the acquisition of know—,
ledge .and for the complete conversion of what is acqulred
into a part of one’e own being. But our loyalty to a
creed should not result in blind passion or a refusal to
see facts. On the one hand, uniformity of rule and
procedure is the normal aspiration and consequence of
every modern unified administration. This cannotw.be
ignored or belittled. It is absolutely true that the-clgany,
of the mother-tongue is one that cannot be neglected
without serious injury to the cause of education,-which
means injury to the State itself in the longsun. But it
isequally true that when more than one language clamgs
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Sciences and Humanities. Hyderabad has rendered
signal service to the lingua franca of India by its bold
and successful experiment in Urdu. The name Urdu
should not be a cause for underrating this achievement.

I am one of those whose confirmed opinion is that
the students’ mother-tongue is the best and most fruit-
bearing medium of instruction. As I said already we
ought to have at least one efficient University in India
for every one of the great languages spoken by the people
of India, so that students from all parts of India may
choose where to go according to what their mother-
tongue is and get instruction in the highest branches of
arts and sciences. The question of what is the most
effective medium is placed beyond controversy by the
recorded opinion of the All-India Universities Confer-
ence that held its deliberations in Bombay in March 1939.
They passed a resolution that in their considered opinion
the medium of instruction at different stages of education
~up to and including the Degree course should be the
mother-tongue of the students and that with a view to
attaining this end, the Universities of India should take
steps to enrich the literature of the respective Indian
languages. No University has made an adequate or
perhaps even an honest endeavour in the fulfilment of
this urgent educational object. The Osmania University
took up the task 25 years ago and its achievement is such
that it should serve as a beacon-light to others whose
duties in this direction centre round the other great
Indian languages.

I have said so much about the achievement of the
Osmania University in respect of the lingua franca of
.India. But I am not unaware of what may be called the
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other name. While we are quite able to swallow the
English camel—language, seript, idiom, phrases and all—
we strain at the gnat of Hindi or Urdu because of the
difference in a certain measure of vocabulary. It has
been conceded that it is possible even to adopt a third
script, Roman, without damage to the identity of the
language. Indeed large numbers in the Civil and
Military services are today learning through the medium
of Roman script what we all recognize as the lingua
franca of India. As regards the proportion of Sanskrit
borrowings as against words taken from Arabic and
Persian, is it really a great point when there is no
difference in structure, idiom or grammar or in the main
bulk of the vocabulary of the language? If our ultimate
goal ig the enrichment of the vocabulary of Hindustani
and the use of it as a medium for every variety of higher
knowledge, the difference between Hindi and Urdu based
on present vocabulary is bound rapidly to vanish. The
enrichment of the language that is yet to be achieved by
use in the teaching of modern knowledge will leave
present differences in vocabulary far behind. Wealth
and variety are advantages and not a cause for quarrel,
The suitability of Hindustani as a lingua franca consists
in the very fact that it has been handled by and modified
to suit the requirements of the elite both among Hindus
and Mussalmans, and has been for long written in both
Urdu and Nagari scripts. The enrichment of vocabulary
from Hindu as well as Islamic sources, far from being a
difficulty or cause for quarrel is the very proof of its
competence for common service. There is and can be no
compulsion in choice of words.

There is no University that has made Hind'i as such
the medium of instruction qualifying for _degrees 'in



No. 8 CONVOCATION ADDRESS, 1944 5

©Osmania University laid all India and all Indian
languages under debt by the bold recommendation he
made and the courageous execution of the plan laid down.
The Bureau of Translation which was founded along
ya’sh the University became naturally the chief feature
of the work that was inaugurated twenty-five years ago.
All instruction in the University was to be through
Hindustani, English being given its proper place as a
compulsory language subject. Quoting Mr. Vincent
Smith, the historian, Sir Akbar Hydari pointed out in
his memorandum about Hindustani that its syntax was
simple and flexible as was claimed for English, its voca-
‘bulary wasrich with an abundance of words drawn from
Wgstern Hindi, Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic, English and
other sources, and it was capable of expressing ideas on
any subject, literary, philosophical and scientific.

I have referred to the medium of instruction in this
University as Hindustani though the official name
adopted is Urdu. It is a paradox, but none the less true
that in a world dominated by prejudices, small differences
-cause wider gulfs than very big differences. The differ-
énce between Urdu and Hindi is insignificant, almost
microscopic, compared with the yawning gulf between
any Indian language and English. But we are able more
-easily to reconcile ourselves to getting all our schooling,
not to speak of higher instruction, done through English
than to overcome the prejudice against Hindi or Urdu.
¥eot if what is spoken and understood under these two
names be written in one script, the difference will not be
greater than that which marks the language of Johnson’s
Rasselas as compared with that in which Goldsmith
wrote the Vicar of Wakefield or Charlés Lamb his essays,
We do not call the one English and the other by sgxe
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various Universities scattered over India where the
highest branches of knowledge are dealt with in one or
~ other of our ten great languages. The smallest of these
languages is spoken by populations larger than that of
Portugal or of Scotland and Ireland combined, and many
of them are spoken by larger numbers than the population
of Spain. KEach one of them possesses an abundant
literature of its own, prose, poetry, song, drama and
fiction. Unfortunately as yet even the Universities born
in the new-found consciousness and renaissance of India,
the Andhra University, the Mysore University, and the
Annamalai University have not taken steps to impart
University education of the highest type in Telugu,
Kannada or Tamil nor is there any chartered University
that has adopted or is preparing to adopt Marathi or
Bengali as its medium. The great University of Benares
has not yet resolved on any adventure in the direction of
‘adopting the lingua franca of India as the medium
~ of instruction for the higher University courses. I am
"not indulging in cheap criticism without realising
~ difficulties. It is because I know the difficulties, that
I admire the courage, the patient industry, and the
achievement that the Osmania University has shown to
its credit as a shining example for all India. Let us
hope that the Osmania experiment will enable all of us
" throughout India to overcome the difficulties and set
aside the illusion, which is the greatest of the difficulties,
that there is anything insuperable in giving the highest
instruction through any one of the great languages of
India, be it Hindustani or be it Telugu or Tamil or
Kannada or Marathi or Bengali or Gujarati.

Sir Akbar Hydari on whose advice His Exalted
hness issued his firman in 1918 and founded the
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gorgeous coat but apprehend it as one whole. You do
not understand it as a conglomeration of several separate
colours. So it is with what I call the culture of India,
and it is of that you are trustees.

On behalf of the assembled gathering here, I con-
gratulate you and give you our best wishes. I hope that
you will fulfil with honour and efficiency the duties cast
on you in return for the special concern which the State
and learned men engaged for the purpose have spent on
you through the period of fifteen years of BRAHMA-
CHARYA which you have finished today.

The Osmania University is unique in all India in
that the highest scientific education as well as the
teaching of the Humanities are done through an Indian
language, the rich joint product of Muslim and Hindu
contact. It is unique because every other University
throughout India uses the English language and from
what one can see has no intention of using any other
medium within a measurable distance of time. The
teachers established in the Universities and the books in
vogue form a conservative fortress of exceeding strength.
The place of English in the administrative machinery of
India and of almost every state and province in India
completes the apparent impregnability of the fortifica-
tion. Yours is an achievement of which not only you
but all India should be proud. The only language that
can claim to be an all-India language is Hindustani and
that is the medium of instruction in this University.
Yours, then, is the true Vidyapith, the Swadeshi Univer-
gity of all India. '

Let us hope that all difficulties will be overcon
are being overcome here, and that there will
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duty than those who are sent out by the older Univer-
sities, By yourlove of learning and continued,application
and more than that, by your enlightened conduect, you
should bring credit, distinctive credit to your University.
Remember that you are the products of an important
experiment, viz., the imparting of the highest modern
learning through an Indian language. You will be
rigorously judged by ecritics who have received
their own +training through the unnatural, though
may-be-at-present richer medium. of a foreign
language. Not only is there no reason for you to feel
inferior, but you have every cause for just pride and
confidence. If you maintain your habits of study and
regard for truth, and keep your faculty for right judg-
ment whetted with daily practice and verification, if you
are wary and keep your sense of values unspoiled, you
will not find it difficult to do your battle of friendly
rivalry with others however industriously trained
through a foreign language. You can go about it with
complete confidence.

I referred to culture and indicated that you formed
part of the body of trustees for India’s culture. What
I call Indian culture is one and indivisible. I take it
that this is the creed of this University. Separate
cultures referred to in controversy are hypothetical ideas
framed ad hoc for the purpose of a stage in investigation
and reasoning. We should not confound religion or
religious practices with culture. The culture of India
with all its varieties is in fact one. It is single and
indivisible, even as the climate of India is one, with all
its varieties. The composition is itself a distinctive
"»it, as old as English culture. You do not analyse the

~f a peacock or of a spotted deer or the tiger’s
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VMr. Chancellor, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Mr. Pro-Vice-
Chancellor, Fellows and Graduates of the
University.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

T is a great honour done to me by the authorities of
the University that I have been invited to speak at
this Convocation. I tender my grateful thanks to
His Kxalted Highness and to the University for.con-
ferring on me this privilege. The University has worked
for 25 years and qualified for its Silver Jubilee this year
and I am happy to tender my congratulation to the
Chancellor and the Government on their achievements.
The last time I was on these grounds your late chancellor
was alive. It is too sad for words that I come here to
fill a place in this function after he is gone for ever.
I am proud of the love and regard which he chose to
bestow on me. This is no occasion for referring to
private friendship however insistent be the memory.
Sir Akbar Hydari gave of his best to Hyderabad. May
his soul rest in peace, and that of his dear wife who lies
interred here as a sacred relic of Sir Akbar’s connection
with Hyderabad.

I congratulate you graduates who have just received
your degrees, especially those who have received them
with distinetion. You are part now of the precious
stream’ whieh ' must water,- nourish and- ma.mtalp"'
the living culture of our people. As gra.dua.tes -~
- relatively young University you have a more p
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institution which bears the name of our August Sovereign
to whom the whole of of India is so deeply indebted, and
the University which was *the golden vision of Sir Akbar*
will then prove to ‘be the greatest movement in Indian
Education in modern times’.

We offer our hearty congratulations to the Econo-
mics Association which made a unique beginning last
year by publishing a dozen useful pamphlets on current
oconomic problems. It is scarcely possible to express
adequately the debt of gratitude this association owes to
Dr. Anwar Igbal Qureshi and it is very largely if not
entirely due to his enthusiastic endeavours that the
Economics Association is able to steal a march over rival
societies in each and every sphere of activity.
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I would be failing in my duty if I did not extend my
hearty thanks to our Adviser Prof. M. S. Doraiswami
who was ever willing to attend to the affairs of the
Magazine with unabated interest.

SAEED AHMED MEENAI,
M.A., (Previous),
Editor, English Section.
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othor fees charged by the University, which are moderate
enough, but to the fact that a certain number of students,
who can afford to do so, set the pace and most of the rest
try to keep up with them and thus live beyond their
means, while those few who are too wise or too timid to
do so, feel small and remain out of the swim. This
applies more to students in the Intermediate and under-
graduate classes than to students in the post-graduate
classes, '

The above mentioned short comings should under
no circumstances be considered as peculiar to our own
Alma Mater; on the contrary they are perhaps eating
into the vitals of University life throughout the country,
if not all over the world.

It seems desirable that leadership of the community
of students should remain with those who fully realise
the high ideal of education, namely of plain living and
high thinking. These notes have not been thrown away
in any spirit of destructive criticism, but are an honest
attempt to face unpalatable realities with a view to
remedying them.
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No doubt, it is the sacred duty of every one of us to
see that the honour and the fair fame of Osmania
University which lies in our keeping is not stained or
tarnished. This can be achieved by talking less and
thinking more. We must bend all our energies to the
task and devote every fibre of our being towards achiev-
ing it. And then rest assured that all criticism and
opposition that this unique educational experiment has
to encounter today will soon dissolve in thin air.
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inception of the Osmania University was said to be ¢ the
inauguration of a University in which the knowledge
and culture of ancient and modera times may be blended
so harmoniously as to remove the defects created by the
present system of education and full advantage may be
taken of all that is best in the ancient and modern
systems of physical, intellectual and spiritual culture.”
Instead of having our eyes glued solely on the word
‘modern,‘ we must fully realise that the primary object
of this great University is the achievement of a harmoni-
ous blend of ancient and modern culture,

We must pay due attention to the spiritual and
cultural aspect of our training and thus endeavour to
possess a real sense of higher values. It is true that
religion is essentiaily a matter of spirit rather than of
outward forms, but it is equally true that unbroken
conformity with certain forms for a considerable period
in most cases gives birth to the spirit of which the said
forms are but the outward expression and symbol. How
wisely said Tennyson in his “In Memoriam*

‘ Let knowledge grow from more to more
But more of reverence in us dwell,

That mind and soul according well,
May make one music as before,

But vaster...........

¥ * * ¥

The standard of living at the University has risen
considerably during the last five years or so. Reference
is not made either to the rise in the cost of living conse-

*ant on the rise in the general rise of prices throughout
try, which is inevitable, or to the tuition and
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SJITH this issue, our Magazine reaches the sixteenth
milestone of its career. ‘‘Our life is gorgeous with
tomorrows,” it is so frequently asserted, and this, we
expect, will particularly be true of our Magazine which
can justly look forward to a roseate future far more
illustrious than its past.

* * * % %

By the time that this issue sees the light of day, a
huge batch of freshers will have entered the portals of
our University and it is indeed to them that the follow-
ing comments of friendly advice are more particularly
addressed.

Union is strength. The truth of this proposition has
now come home even to labourers, to say nothing of
students. But we have yet to realise that the strength
which union confers is a blessing only if it is used with
a full sense of responsibility and in the service of causes
really noble and worthy.

The root cause of many evils is, in our opinion, the
growing lack of reverence among students. In impati-
ently pretending to be ‘enlightened '’ and ‘modern,” many
a present day collegian profoundly lacks reverence for
his seniors, his teachers, his leaders and apparent': ~
for the tenets of his faith. The purpos:
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