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THIS History records the events which established the
independence of Greece

As long as the literature and taste of the ancient Greeks
continue to nurture scholars and inspire artists, Greece must
be an object of interes to cultivated minds. Nor is the
political higory of the modern Gregks unworthy of attention.
The importance of the Greek race to the progress of Eu-
ropean civilization is not to be measured by its numerical
grength, but by its social and rdigious influence in the East,
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% CONDITION OF THE MODERN GREEKS.
[Bk.I.Ch.I.

Yet, even geographically, the Greeks occupy o wide an
extent of ssooad, and the countries in which they dwell
are so thinly peopled, that they have ample room to multiply
and form a populous nation. At presnt ther influence
extends far beyond the territories occupied by their race;
for Greek priests and Greek teachers have trandused their
language and their ideas into the greater part of the educated
dasss among the Chrigtian population of European Turkey.
They have thus congituted themsdves the representatives of
Eastern Chrigtianity, and placed themsdves in prominent
oppostion to their conquerors the Othoman Turks, who
invaded Europe as apodles of the reigion of Mohammed.
The Greks during their subjection to the yoke of a foreign
nation and a hodtile religion, never forgot that the land which
they inhabited was the land of their fathers, and their anta-
gonigm to their alien and infidel magers in the hour of their
mog abject srvitude, presaged that their oppostion mug
end in their desruction or ddiverance

The Greek Revolution came at lagt. It ddivered a Chris
tian nation from subjection to Mohammedanism, founded a
new date in Europe, and extended the advantages of civil
liberty to regions where despatian had for ages been indi-
genous  In order to unfold its causs it is necessary to
dexribe the condition of the Greek people and of the Otho-
man government during the early part of this century.

When the Gresks took up arms the numbers of the Gresk
and Turkish races in Europe were in all probability nearly
equal, and neither is upposed to have greatly exceeded two
millions. The population of continental Gresce, from Cape
Taenaron to the northernmogt limit of the Gresk language,
was supposd to be not much grester than a million.
Ancther million may be added for the population of Crete,
the Cydades the lonian Idands, Congantinople, and the
Gresk maritime towns.  If we add to this the Gresk popula-
tion of Asa Minor, the idands on the Asiatic coadt, Cyprus,
the trans-Danubian provinces Russa, and other countries,
the whole number of the Gresk race cannot be etimated at
more than three millions and a half.

! This is the estimate of Colonel Leake, the most accurate and observant
traveller in Greece. An Historical Outline of the Greek Revolution, London, 1826,
p. 20.



OTHOMAN DIVISIONS OF GREECE. 3
Bk.I.Ch.l.]

Two Christian races in the sultan's European dominions
were more numerous. the Vallachian or Romanian race was
not less than four millions; the Sclavonian, including the Bul-
garian, which speaks the Sclavonic language, exceeded five
millions*.

The provinces in which the Greeks formed a majority of
the inhabitants were divided into six pashaliks of high rank,
and many smaller districts, governed immediately by inferior
pashas.

1. The most important of the great pashas who ruled the
Greeks was the capitan-pasha. Besides being the minister
of the marine, and the commander-in-chief of all the naval
forces of the empire, he was governor-general of the islands,
and of part of the coast of Greece. Inferior pashas adminis-
tered the affairs of Cyprus, Rhodes, and Mytilene under his
superintendence.

2. The pashalik of the Morea was regarded as one of the
most valuable governments in European Turkey, for it
remitted a large surplus revenue annually to the sultan. It
included the whole Peloponnesus, with the exception of Maina,
which was under the jurisdiction of the capitan-pasha, and it
extended beyond the Isthmus of Corinth, over the Derveno-
khoria, embracing the whole of Megaris and a corner of Attica.
The pasha of Naupaktos, or Lepanto, was also subordinate
to the vizier of the Morea.

3. The pashalik of Egriboz included the whole island of
Euboea and the adjoining provinces of Bocotia, Locris, and
Attica. Thebes, Athens, Livadea, Salona, and Talanta,
formed kazas, whose revenues were administered by voivodes
appointed annually by the Sublime Porte. Athens was a
provincial town belonging to the fief or arpalik of the kislar-
aga, who named its voivode, and this officer had an interest
in protecting the inhabitants against the exactions of the
pasha of Egriboz. In consequence of the great authority of
the kislar-aga (the chief of the black eunuchs), the Christians

! Little dependence can be placed on the statistical acoounts of the Othoman
empire, Ubicini, one of the best authorities, in Lettres sur la Turquie (1853, p. 49),
gives 60,000 as the population of Bassora._In the same year, the official registers
at Constantinople were said to give only 5000 ; and English officers who visited
it shortly after, during the Persian war, did not suppose that it could contain a

reater number. In 1820 the population was estimated at 12,000, and it has been
eclining ever since.

B %



4 CONDITION OF THE MODERN GREEKS.
[Bk.I.Ch.I.

of Athens enjoyed a condderable degree of local liberty.
Tradition says that Athens owed this happiness to the beauty
of one of her daughters, who proved as great a bendactress
as the empreses Eudocia and Irene'. An Athenian dave
named Vaslike became the favourite of Sultan Achmet | .,
and in order to relieve her fdlow-countrymen from the
tyranny of the Musuuimans of Negrepont, she obtained as
a boon from her imperial lover that the revenues of Athens
should be adminigered by the kidar-aga. But before the
Gresk Revolution broke out the reforms of Sdim 111 . had
placed Athens under the jurisdiction of the tcheebi-effendi.

4. Southern Albania formed a pashalik, which took its
name from its capital, the city of Joannina. It had been
long governed by Ali Pasha, who had annexed the greater
part of Thessaly and all Western Gresce, except Naupaktos,
to his pashalik.

5. The pashalik of Sdanik, or Thessalonica, extended over
the greater part of Macedonia; but in its northern part there
were many semi-independent beys who farmed the taxes and
land revenues Even in the vicinity of Thessalonica, the
descendants of Evrenos, whom the Turks call Ghazi Gavrinos,
retained the appanage which Murad | 1. had conferred on
their ancegtor. They gill held in fief the igtira, or monopoly
of the corn annually remitted to Constantinople’.

6. The idand of Crete formed a great pashalik, divided
into three inferior military governments, under subordinate
pashas who resded in the fortresses of Candia, Khania, and
Retymo. The didrict of Sphakia, which was inhabited by
Chridians alone, was governed by its own primates.

The wrongs of the subject Chrigtians in Turkey have bemn
loudly prodaimed, and the tyranny of the Othoman govern-
ment has been justly condemned ; yet for two centuries after
the conquest of Gresce, Chrigian aubjedtswere as well treated
by Turkish aultans as heretical subjects were by Chrigian
kings. Indeed, the central government of the aultan, or the
Sublime Porte, as it was termed, has generally treated its
Musuulman subjects with as much crudty and injustice as
the conquered Chridians. The aufferings of the Gresks were

L Seevol.i.p. 174 ; vol. ii. p. 69.
2 Ducas calls Evrenos, Abranezes; Chalcocondylas, Brenezes; p. 115, edit.
Paris.



TREATY OF KAINARDFI. 5
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caused by the insolence and oppression of the ruling class
and the corruption that reigned in the Othoman administra-
tion, rather than by the direct exercise of the sultan's power.
In his private affairs, a Greek had a better chance of obtaining
justice from his bishop and the elders of his district than a
Turk from the cadi or the voivode.

The government of the sultan was the administration of
a despot whose cabinet was composed of household daves.
The feudal system, which for two centuries lightened the
weight of Othoman power to the Turkish population, was
an inheritance of the Seljouk empire. The inherent defect
of the Othoman government was the absence of a regular
administration bound by fixed rules of law and a settled
form of judicial procedure.

The treaty of Kainardji, in the year 1774, made a great
change in the condition of the Greeks'. It afforded Russia
a pretext for interfering in their favour whenever they were
treated with gross injustice; and the interference of Russia
soon led to like interference on the part of the other European
powers ; so that, before the end of the eighteenth century, the
Christians in many parts of the sultan's dominions were
beginning to acquire a recognized species of foreign protec-
tion. At the same time, the advantages which were conceded
to the Greeks in the southern ports of Russia, added to the
protection granted to them in Turkey, enabled them to extend
their commerce and to acquire considerable wealth. The
pashas in large commercial cities often found it less dangerous
to enrich themsdves at the expense of the Turks than to
venture on open exactions from the Greeks. A provincial
Mussulman could rarely find an advocate at the Porte; an
oppressed Greek could cither bribe a dragoman or interest
a consul to awaken the meddling spirit that rarely deeps
in the breast of a diplomatist, and thereby secure the pro-
tection of some ambassador at Constantinople. But as it
was evident that the whole fabric of society among the

! Russa founded her pretendon to interfere in the affairs of the Gresk subjects
of the sultan on the 7th art., which consged of two dauses having no direct
connection with one another. By one the sultan promised to protect the Chrigtian
religion. By the other, he engaged to attend to the representations of the court
of Russa reating to a particular Church mentioned in art. 14. This latter dause
was made a pretext for arrogating a right of protecting all the orthodox
Chrigiansin Turkey.



6 CONDITION OF THE MODERN GREEKS.

[Bk.I.Ch.L
Mussulman population of the Othoman empire pressnted an
insurmountable barrier to the introduction of just laws and
an equitable digpensation of justice, S0 experience at last
proved that no foreign protection could secure the lives and
properties of the subject Chrigtians from the tyranny of a
government which paid no respect even to the lives of its
Turkish and Mussulman subjects  The aultan's government,
like the government of the Roman emperors, was a monarch's
household transformed into an imperial administration, and
both destroyed the resources of their subjects and depopulated
the regions they governed, without making any digtinction
between the conquerors and the conquered. A conviction
that the Othoman empire was hastening to dissolution became
prevalent both among the Chrigian and Mussulman inha-
bitants of European Turkey at the commencement of the
present century.

In the year 1830 no Chrigtian government, except that of
Russia, consdered itsdlf entitled to interfere with the manner
in which the sultan treated his subjects of the Greek Church.
Any interference on the part of Great Britain, under the
pretext that the king exercised a protectorate over the lonian
Idands, would have been treated as an unjustifiable assump-
tion. The sultan would have congdered himsdf as much
entitled to ugges measures for governing the Mohammedans
in India, as the King of England to advise any changes in
the treatment of the Chrigtians in Turkey. All quetions
relating to the East were then beyond the domain of public
opinion, and very little was known in England concerning the
condition of the modern Greeks.

The tegimony of travelers was singularly discordant:
some represnted the Greeks as auffering intolerable oppres-
son, as living in hourly fear of their lives or of the confiscation
of their property; others declared that no people in Europe
was 0 lightly taxed, and subject to so few personal burdens.
They were said to enjoy a degree of rdigious liberty which
the Cathalics of Ireland might envy; and that they had a
more direct authority over their municipal affairs than was
posesed by the citizens in French communes  The Greek
Church was known to posss consderable wealth and great
political influence over all Turkey; Greeks exercised sove
reign powe in Vallachia and Moldavia, and derived great
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profits from the corruption that existed in every branch of
the Othoman administration at Congantinople. The pri-
mates of Greece collected the greater part of the sultan's
revenues in Europe; and the Greek municipalities were, in
many digricts, allowed to exercise an amost unlimited
authority. It was evident that the condition of the Greeks
presented many anomalies. At Congantinople, the Greek
was a crouching dave; at Bucharet and Yasd, a degpotic
tyrant; at Chios a happy subject; and at Psara, and in the
villages of Mount Pdlion,-a free citizen.

A confuson of ideas has been produced by not digtinguish-
ing clearly between Greek orthodoxy and Greek nationality.
The ancient Greeks paid great attention to purity of race;
the modern Greeks have tranderred their care to purity of
doctrine.  The Messenians preserved their manners and their
dialect unchanged during centuries of exile; the Moreots
have kept their orthodoxy untainted during ages of foreign
domination. At present the Greeks are willing to intermarry
with Vallachians, Russans and Albanians of the Eastern
Church; but to render a marriage lawful with a Catholic
of the puret Hellenic descent, it would be necessary to
rebaptize the ouse

The tendency to forget everything but orthodoxy was
cherished by the political privileges which the aultans con-
ferred on the Greek Church. Its adherents formed a great
community in the Othoman empire, known to the Turks by
the national desgnation of Roum. The immense orthodox
population of European Turkey and Asia Minor, embracing
many nationalities, was confounded with the small number of
the Gresk race Yet thee two bodies were composed of
heterogeneous dements, influenced by divergent interests
and fedings and to whose political union geography,
language, and manners presented amost insurmountable
obgdades The people confounded orthodoxy and nationality,
and the priests and the learned dass looked forward to a
restoration of the Byzantine empire, and to the establishment
of the Greks as a dominant race by rendering political
power a oconsquence of ecdedadical authority. They
deluded themsdves with the dream that the Albanians,
the Servians, the Bulgarians, and the Vallachians would
submit to be ruled by Greek sovereigns and prefects, because
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they prayed under the guidance of Greek patriarchs and
bishops.

The aultan recognized the patriarch of Congantinople as
the eccledadical chief of all the orthodox Chrigians in
European Turkey, and supported him in the exercise of an
extensve civil jurisdiction over several nations Among
these, the Greeks really occupied the postion of a dominant
race. TotheVallachian and the Bulgarian, the Greek wasin
ome degree what the Turk was to the Greek. The Greek
language was the language of the church and the law which
ruled the assmblage of nations called by the Othoman
administration Roum mededi, or Roman nation. Indeed, the
power and jurisdiction of the patriarch and synod of Congan-
tinople, as it existed under the Othoman sultans was an
ingtitution remodeled by Mohammed | | . ; and had the Otho-
man government found either Vallachians or Bulgarians fitter
ingruments to govern the orthodox community in accordance
with Othoman interests the patriarchs and the members of
the synod of Congantinople would in all probability have
ceased to be Greeks.

The great influence of the Greek race in the East is nat,
however, entirdy derived from its priestly and literary
superiority. It rests on a wide social bads for the majority
of the middle dass condsts of Gresks in many didtricts,
where the cultivators of the soil and the mass of the people
are of another race A condderable part of the trade of
Turkey was in their hands, and their communications were
more frequent between the distant parts of the country than
those of the other divisons of the population. All news was
generally transmitted through a Gresk medium, coloured
with Greek hopes and prgudices, or perverted by Greek
intereds.

Yet, great as the ecdedadical, literary, and commercial
influence of the Greek race really was in European Turkey,
the events of the Greek Revolution showed that the influence
of Greek nationality had been greatly overrated by the Greeks
themsdves Even in the Gresk Church, ecdedadical interest
was more powerful than national feding. A large part of
the Greek nation made but feeble efforts to aid their country-
men when struggling for independence.  The literary powers
of the learned created a loud echo of patriotism; but thou-
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sands of wealthy Greeks continued to pursue their own
schemes of interest and profit, under the protection of the
sultan's government, during the whole period of the Greek
Revolution.

The Greeks were divided into many classes separated
by social trammels as well as dispersed in distant provinces.
It is not uncommon to find Constantinople spoken of as the
capital of the Greek nation because it is the seat of the head
of the orthodox church. Thisis a great error. The Greeks
do not form one quarter of the population, and the agricul-
tural population of the surrounding country consss chiefly of
Bulgarians. The Turkish and Bulgarian languages are more
extensively spoken than the Greek. The ancient Byzantium
was a Greek colony, but the Constantinople founded by the
great Constantine was a Roman city, in which Latin long
continued to be the language of the government and the
principal families. Since the conquest of the city by M oham-
med | | ., the Greek population has formed a foreign colony in
a Mussulman city. Its numbers have been recruited by
emigrants from every part of the Othoman empire. The
Phanariot families in the service of the sultan emigrated from
different provinces. The merchants were generally Chiots,
the shopkeepers Moreots, and the domestic servants natives
of the idands of the Archipelago. The lower orders of the
Christian population were recruited more extensively from
the Sclavonians and Bulgarians in the northern provinces
than from the Greeks. There was no permanent nucleus of a
native Greek population in Constantinople as there was of a
Turkish.

In Vallachia and Moldavia the Greeks formed a dominant
race. They held there a position very similar to what the
Turks held in Greece. The most lucrative offices were in
their possession; the greater part of the ecclesiastical and
national property was occupied by them under various titles
and pretexts. Like the Turks in Greece, too, they were de-
tested by the natives as fiscal extortioners and cruel oppres
sors; and it was only by the support they derived from the
sultan's authority that they were able to maintain their
position. That position was lost by the Greek Revolution.

The strength of the Greek race lay in the ancient seats
of Greek liberty. In the Peloponnesus, in continental Greece,
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and in the Greek Idands, they not only formed the majority
of the population, but they ill posessd some municipal
authority, and a condderable part of the landed property
under cultivation. Even in Southern Epirus and in the
Chalcidice of Macedonia they formed the majority of the
agricultural population.

The Gresks were divided into four dassss—the clergy,
the primates, the urban population or townsmen, and the
rural population or peasants The marked sparation of
thexe dases desrves particular attention, as forming a
characteridic feature of modern Greek civilization at the
outbreak of the Revolution. This divison exerted a power-
ful influence on society, and modified the efedts of every
political event. Each of thexe dasses was connected with
the altan's government by different ties. Their reigion,
their language, and their hatred of Othoman domination
were their bonds of union.

From the time Sultan Mohammed IL reorganized the
Greek Church under the Patriarch GEnnadios, Greek bishops
had acted in their diocesss as a kind of Othoman prefects
over the orthodox population. Ecdedagical rank in the
orthodox church was oftener obtained by bribing a vizier
than by theological learning or Chrigtian piety. Every
diocee was loaded with debt in consequence of the sSmony
which prevailed. The mos observant traveller who visted
Greece before the Revolution dedares, that it is a common
sentiment among the laity, that the bishops have been a
great caue of the presnt degraded condition of the Greek
nation ; nor have the Greeks in general any eteam for their
higher dergy, or for the monagic order from which the
prelates are promoted. But Colond Leake thinksthat thisis
in some degree an injustice; for although the clergy were
often ingruments of oppresson, and a bishop could hardly
avoid acting like a Turk in officg the regular clergy kept
the Greek language alive, and perhaps prevented the dissolu-
tion of all national union®. Yet this opinion may be
questioned, for, by inducing the educated dassss to sudy an
imperfect and pedantic imitation of the dassc language they
prevented the improvement of the modern dialect; and, on

! Leake's Travels in Northern Greece, iv. 281. See an anecdote in note B to the
second canto of Ckilde Harold concerning the Christian Basili.
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the whole, the Greek nation ssems to have done more to
support the patriarchal and synodal church of the Othoman
empire than that ecclesagical establishment did to protect
and improvethe Greek nation.

At the commencement of the presnt century, the Greek
clergy, sharing the general opinion that the Othoman empire
was on the eve of its disolution, began to expect a goeedy
deliverance by the advance of the armies of Russa. The
priess contemplated being called upon, before the lapse of
many years, to transer their allegiance to the Czar of Mus-
covy; but by them the independence of Greece was never
aupposed either to be possble or desrable  An orthodox
emperor seated on the throne of Congantinople would of
ocourse confirm and extend all the privileges of the Greek
clergy.

The primates in Greece formed a subgtitute for an aristo-
cracy. The real arigocracy of the Greek nation was exter-
minated by the Othoman conquest. Its members were either
dain by the Turks, driven into exile, or induced to embrace
Mohammedanism. Several apogates of distinguished Greek
families obtained high rank in the aultan's service M oham-
med | | . deliberately put to death every Greek who exercised
any palitical influence, as the smplet mode of esablishing
tranquillity in Greece; and the torpid condition of Greek
society for several generations attests the wisdom of his
satanic policy.

The patronage of the Othoman government gradually
created a Greek arigocracy of adminigtrative agents and
tax-gatherers. This arigocracy consged of the Phanariots
at Congtantinople and the K odja-bashis, or primates, in Greece.
The moral and political postion of this dass has been well
dexribed by calling them 'a kind of Chrigian Turks.' A
voivode or a bey purchased the taxes of a digtrict as farmer-
general. He then sublet the different branches of revenue
to Greek primates, who again usually relet their portions in
smaller shares to the local magigrates of the communities
within the digtrict. In thisway the public revenues of Greece
maintained three digtinct dases of fiscal officrs at the
expense of the people.

Among the Greeks as among every other people in the
East, a broad line of digtinction exists between the urban
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and the rural population. The citizen and the peasant
occupy different grades in the scale of civilization. Their
condition in society is more strongly characterized by their
place of dwelling and the nature of their occupation, than
by their nationality. This digtinction is an inheritance of
the Roman empire which survived all the vicisstudes of the
Byzantine adminidration, and ressed the endeavours of the
cusders to introduce feudality as an dement of Greek
sciety. The Musuulman conquet made no unfavourable
change in the relative pogtion of the citizen and the peasant;
but it mug be noted, that at the time of the Turkish conquest
the citizen in Eastern towns generally occupied a higher sodial
postion than the citizen of Western Europe in a correspond-
ing occupation, though they laboured under great moral
dissdvantages The servile pogtion of the Chrigtian subjects
of the sultan, and the corruption of the Othoman administra-
tion, rendered deceit the best defence againg extortion. Truth
and honesty were impediments to the acquisition of wealth;
and consequently the progperous Greek trader was very rarely
a better man than his poorer countrymen. Falsehood and
fraud became habitual, and were consdered by drangers as
national qualities rather than individual characteridics

The Chrigian population in the towns of Turkey was divided
into corporate bodies according to the trades exercised by
individuals, in the same way as the Mussulman population;
but the Mussulman corporations generally contrived to throw
the burden of all local expenditure on the Chrigians. It
was, therefore, only by counterfeiting poverty, or by bribing
ome powerful protector, that the Greek rayah could escape
ruinous extortion ; and it was only by smulating some bodily
infirmity or chronic dissese that he could evade being con-
demned to forced labour at inadequate wages

A nation's gtrength lies in its rural population. In Greece
this dass has for ages been poor and neglected, yet the
Mohammedan conques tended on the whole to better its
condition, for it destroyed the predial serfdom inherited from
the Byzantine empire and enforced by the feudal principles
of the Frank conquerors. It raised the peasants to the rank
of free men, and converted them into the dtaple of Greek
nationality. From their ranks the wade of city life was
everywhere repaired, and the rural recruits trandferred into
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the urban population an unadulterated supply of Greek
fedings and traditions, which prevented the Othoman domi-
nation from denationalizing the city traders and reducing
them to any identity of character with the digpersed Jews

Theagricultural population of Greece, as indeed, the agri-
cultural population throughout the Eadt, from the Adriatic
to the Bay of Bengal, was fixed in a dationary condition
by fisca laws It was compdled to labour the land, and
gather in the harved, according to regulations framed to
protect the revenue of the sovereign, not to encourage or
reward the labour of the cultivator. The sovereign was
entitled to onetenth of the fruits of the sail, and from the
moment the crop began to ripen, he became a joint pro-
prietor in the whole The property of the cultivator in
ninetenths of the crop was from that moment treated as
a matter subsgdiary to the arrangement rélative to the dis
posal of the remaining tenth, which belonged to the sovereign.
An indudrious peasant could rarely make any profit by
raisng an early crop, or by improving the quality of his
produce, for the farmer of the tenths mixed ail qualities
together, and was generally the principal dedler in produce
in the digrict. No superiority of skill or increase of labour
could, under such drcumdances, secure a higher price where
markets were disant and where no roads exised. The
effects of this sygem of taxation on the condition of Greek
agriculture may still be gudied in the dominions of Sultan
Abdul-mcdjid, or of King Otho, for they rival one another
in the dissdrous effects of their fiscal administration (A.D.
1859).

The municipal ingitutions of the Greeks under the Otho-
man government have been much vaunted. In reality they
amounted to little more than arrangements for facilitating
the collection of the tenth and other taxes on the produce
of the sl by the agency of the Greeks themsdves in order
to prevent the extermination of the agricultural population.
The Othoman aultans appear to have had a dearer indght
into the efeds of an intolerable land-tax than the Roman
emperors before the time of Diocletian.

The communal sygem in Greece has been someimes
conddered to be a tradition of Helenic liberty. Human
inditutions are rardy so durable; and it could not be
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expected that, in aland where the names of Sparta, Plataea,
Olympia, and Delphi had fallen into oblivion, any rdics of
civil liberty should have been preserved by tradition. History
tels us that every trace of Hellenic inditutions was swept
away by the Roman empire and the Chrigtian church. The
Greek city was supplanted by the Roman municipality. The
provincial adminigration and the civil laws of Rome effacad
every vedige of Helenic freedom. The Chrigtian religion
and the laws of Judtinian are the oldes sodia traditions of
the modern Greeks.

Even the Roman municipal system was swept away by
the centralizing degpotism of the Byzantine emperors, and
in the ninth century it was formally abrogated by Leo the
Philosopher™.

Oriental fiscality was the essnce of the municipal in-
gitutions of the modern Greeks. Each didrict was assessd
to pay a certain amount of taxes, and the repartition of a
part of the sum to be paid by the Chrigians was left to the
clergy and the primates. In some places the pesons
intrusted with this power were named by the Porte; in
others they were dected by the people  The authority thus
created was greater in the rural didricts than in the towns,
And in those parts of Greece in which there were few
resdent Turks, a popular eection gave the inditution a
national character. But this municipal sysem was too
intimately connected with bad principles of taxation to
become a means of training a nation to freedom and justice.
Like everything in the Othoman empire, it was full of
anomalies.  Some communities had the privilege of main-
taining armed guards or Christian troops, called armatoli;
ome enjoyed their freedom under the guarantee of written
charters from the sultans, some enjoyed great local privileges,
and some were relieved entirely from the land-tax?.

> Seeabove vol. ii. p. 236. _ S _

The Gresks have for many written charters Mr. Tricoupi publishes
one as genuine in the ssoond volume of his History of Greece which carries proofs
of its forgery, even though the date is omitted in Tricoupi's copy. Mr. Argyro-
pulos, in hiswork on theMunicipal Administration of Greece (Arjfiorntii Aiouci}<n$
Iv '$\\65i, p. 25), gives a copy of the document, with the date, year of the Hegira
1036—/'*., A.D. 1626. It purports to be a ratification by Sultan Ibrahim of
privileges granted by Suldman the Magnificent to Naxos and other idands
Sultan Ibrahim ascended the thronein 1640. The document is full of historical
and chronological blunders and the part which is genuine is transcribed from a
charter of a more modern date, or the blunders could not have been committed.
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Nothing partaking of real sdf-government could exist
wherever the dominant dass of Mohammedans dwdlt,
intermingled with the Greek population, in a depatian
like that of the Othoman sultans in which the power of life
and death was intrused to local governors  Municipal
liberty can have no vitality, unless the local magisrates
are directly dected by the people and regpongble to the
law alone. If a Mohammedan sultan or a Chrigian emperor
can revoke the mandate granted by the people when the
local magidrate has violated no law and neglected no duty,
and can replace that local magidrate by a person of his own
nomination, municipal inditutions are nothing more than a
convenience for assging the central adminigration in ruling
the people.

The dight hold which the municipal inditutions of the
modern Gresks had acquired in the affections of the people
is demondrated by the ease with which they were perverted
by Capodidriag and changed for a new sygsem by the
Bavarian Regency. Yet these inditutions, though they did
not poses the energy required for producing a national
revolution, aided the Gresks in maintaining their druggle
with the Othoman government, by supplying a sysem of
local organization, which enabled them to call the whole
drength and resources of the agricultural population smul-
taneoudy into action.

It has been already dated that the postion and character
of the Greek clergy tended to wesken the power of the
Greek church, though ecdesagical influence ill remained
the highes national authority. The next in importance was
literary education, and those who dispensd it enjoyed a
moral influence in society ssoond only to the clergy. More
learning exiged among the modern Greek laity under the
Othoman rule than is generally supposed.  Since the Revo-
lution it has been more generally disseminated, but it does
not appear to be more profound in those branches not
immediately connected with profitable employment. The

! [Those who desre more information on this subject will find it in the N«o€\-
Ryilikh Sikakopya of A. Papadopulos Vretos, 2 vols 8vo., Athens, 1854-7, which
gves a list of the books published by Greeks from the fall of the Byzantine empire
to the establishment of the monarchy in Greeoe, both in the Hellenic and the
Romaic tonf?ue One of the magt griking features in this list is the great number of
places in different countries of Europe at which these works were published. ED.]
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state of education explains the failure of the missonaries
sent from Europe and America to improve the réigious
ideas of the Gresks. In theological learning these misson-
aries were always inferior to many of the Greek clergy; in
dasscal knowledge they were as much inferior to many lay
teachers. During the period of degtitution which succesded
the cessation of hogtilitieswith the Turks, they werewecomed
as teachers of dementary schodls and they were popular for
a time, because they gave both ingtruction and books gratis;
but, in order to make their shods of any use they were
obliged to employ Gresks as teachers. Differences arose
among the missonaries themsdves, and beween the mis
sonaries and ther schodmasers The clergy, taking ad-
vantage of these disputes to recover their authority, sucoeeded
in dosng the schodls of all the missonaries who did not
allow the Greek priesthood to control the rdigiousingruction
of the pupils. The principle that the rdigious instruction
of the children of orthodox parents can only be directed by
the orthodox, has been adopted by the government snce the
Revolution of 1843, and applied to missionary schools even
more sringently than had been done previoudy. As might
have been expected, rdigious bigotry has received a sronger
impulse than religious education.

For morethan three centuries after the Othoman conquest
the literature of the modern Greeks was almos exclusively
confined to ecdesadical subjects; and its language was not
the spoken dialect of the people, but a pedantic imitation
of the language of the fathers of the Church. The popular
language, aswritten by merchants and traders, was disfigured
by ignorance of grammar and orthography, to such a degree
asto give it the appearance of a new tongue; but the popular
songs and epistolary correspondence of this period, if written
with a corrected orthography, prove their dose connection
with ancient Gresk. Degraded as the condition of the Greeks
was politically, it is probable that a larger proportion could
read and write than among any other Christian race in
Europe. The Greks of evary dass have aways s& a
higher value on a knowledge of lettersthan any other people
They have a national tendency to pedantism.

At the commencement of this century the effets of the
French Revolution were dsrongly fet in Greece. Classc
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history was studied; classic names were revived; Athenian
liberty became a theme of conversation among men; Spartan
virtue was spoken of by women; literature was cultivated
with enthusiasm as a step to revolution.

On the eve of the Revolution the condition of the Greek
race might be represented under two different aspects, and
innumerable facts might be cited to prove that both were
true; yet, under the one the Greeks would appear as
oppressed and degraded, and, under the other, as a happy
and prosperous people, enjoying many valuable privileges. A
comparison might be instituted between the condition of the
Greek rayahs under the sultan and the Russan sxfs under
the czar. The Christians who cultivated the soil in Turkey
enjoyed a larger share of the fruits of their labours than
the Christian peasantry in Poland and Hungary. The Greek
citizen enjoyed a greater degree of liberty of speech, and pos
s=s=d as much influence on the local affairs of his township,
as the citizen of the French empire under Napoleon |. Nor
were the orthodox in the East more galled by the restrictions
which their religion imposed on them than the Catholics of
Ireland.

The Greeks were allowed a considerable share of authority
in the executive administration of the Othoman government.
The patriarch of Constantinople, as | have already men-
tioned, was a kind of under-sccretary to the grand-vizier for
the affairs of the orthodox Christians. The dragoman of
the Porte and the dragoman of the fleet, who were Greeks,
were also virtually members of the sultan's government. The
Christians of the Morea had also a recognized agent at Con-
stantinople, and other Greek communities had recognized
official protectors, who controlled the fiscal oppresson and the
arbitrary injustice of the provincial pashas. This recognition,
on the part of the Othoman government, that the Greeks
required some defence against abuses of power on the part
of their rulers, proves that the sultans not only perceived the
evils inherent in the constitution of the Othoman empire, but
were also desirous of redressing them.

In some degree, and in several provinces of the empire,
the agricultural population was always in the same condition,
whether it was composed of Mussulmans or Christians. Both
were oppressed by the same fiscal regulations, and both were

VOL. VI. C
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retained in the same sationary condition. In the richest
plains the peasant who cultivated the lands of a Mussulman
aga or of a Chrigian primate, usually paid a seventh of the
gross produce of the land to the sultan, and divided the
remainder with his landlord. When the destruction of stock
or a decline in the fertility of the soil rendered it impossble
for the peasantry to perpetuate the race of cultivators on the
proportion of the produce which fell to their share they
emigrated, or the race died out; and the frequency of this
event, both in Europe and Asia, was apparent to every
traveller. Abandoned villages and ruined mosgues were met
with in the richest provinces of the empire.

In addition to the land-tax paid in kind, the Othoman
government compelled the cultivators of the soil to furnish
a determinate quantity of grain for the supply of Conganti-
nople. The loss incurred by this right of pre-emption was
thrown on the peasantry.

The Chrigians regarded the haratch, or capitation tax,
as the mogt offendve badge of their subjection. It reduced
them to the condition of rayahs or ransomed subjects. Yet
it was in general more galling from the manner of its col-
lection than from the amount which each individual was
obliged to pay. Its collection was made a pretext for enforcing
many vexatious police regulations, and it was doubly hated
because Mohammedans of the lowest dass were exempted
from itsburden.

The haratch was frequently farmed to the wors dass of
a pashds retinue; and in Greece it was often sublet in
digricts to the petty officars of the Albanian mercenaries.
An insulting term was applied to these unpopular tax-gatherers,
who were called gypsy-haratchers. The origin of the nick-
name was a popular opinion that gypses were bound to pay
double haratch, and the reproach conveyed was that the
Albanians attempted to treat every man liable to the haratch
asagypsy.

So anomalous was the condition of different portions of
the Greek population, that the inhabitants of some mountain
digricts in Romélia lived like a free people. Those who
dwedt in Agrapha and the mountain-ranges that extend from
Pelion and Olympus northward as far as the Greek language
was gpoken in Macedonia, enjoyed the right of bearing arms
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asarmatoli. They elected their own primates or elders, and
their local authorities collected the taxes due by the district.
Their character was that of freemen, and was marked by a
degree of courage and independence not to be found in other
parts of Greece. Considerable numbers were engaged in
commercial pursuits, which carried them into various parts
of the sultan's empire, and into many ports of the Medi-
terranean and the Black Sea. Many travelled far into Austria
and Russia. These wanderings enlarged their minds, and
when they settled in their native towns, they became local
magistrates, and displayed some signs of that active spirit that
usually pervades commercial republics.

In the rude condition of Greek society and trade, the
muleteers engaged in the transport of produce formed a
numerous class, for everythingwas transported by pack-horses
or mules. The number of this class was much greater than
the depopulated appearance of European Turkey would have
led a stranger to suppose possble. Coarse woollen cloth of
different kinds, and the cloaks which imitate sheep-skins,
were manufactured in the interior of the continent, and these
bulky goods employed thousands of horses to convey them
to the sea-coast. The cheese and butter of the mountains
were transported into the plains, and the grain of the plains
was carried back into the mountains. Considerable quantities
of money were also constantly in movement, partly for pur-
posss of trade, and partly as remittances to provincial officers,
or to the imperial treasury. Every class considered it good
policy to conciliate the agoyiatcs, or muleteers.  Power ful
pashas patronized them, wealthy merchants treated them
with respect and confidence; they were favoured by Mussul-
man beys and Greek primates, and they were esteemed and
trusted by the peasantry; their friendship was sought by
armatoli, and their enmity was feared by klephts.

The shepherds were also a numerous class in Romelia.
They were as independent, though not so influential, as the
muleteers.

The peasants of the mountain districts, the muleteers, and
the shepherds formed the best representatives of the Greek
nation; and it was from among them that the ranks of the
armatoli wererecruited.

The armatoli were a Christian local militia, which had

c?2
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exiged in the Byzantine empire, and which had in some
degree protected the Greek population againg the Franks,
the Servians and the Albanians, during the anarchy that
reigned in Greece and Macedonia, while the worthless race
of the Palacologoi ruled at Congantinople. The Greeks in
the mountain digtricts, fearing anarchy more than despotism,
generally submitted to the sultans on the condition of being
allowed to retain their local privileges. The ingitution of
the armatoli was thus adopted into the scheme of the aultan’'s
adminigtration. The Gresk communities of the mountains
collected their own taxes, and the Greek troops guarded
the great roads through the mountain pases but, as the
alltans gradually increased the power and extended the
authority of the central adminigtration, the importance of the
armatoli declined. The Dervendji-pasha, who represented
the Klesourarchs of the Byzantine emperors, ationed
Turkish troops to guard the principal dervends, or pases
and drcumscribed the service of the armatoli as much as
possble to that of rural guards. In some digtricts the mili-
tary authority which had been vested in the Chrigians was
entirely transferred to the Mussulmans before the end of
the last century. The cae of the town of Servia is an
ingance, which commands the great road between Larissaa
and Monagtir or Bitolia. The service of the armatoli was
firg rendered s0 burdensome, that the communities sought
to purchase exemption from the obligation of furnishing
additional armatoli. The money was employed to pay
Albanian mercenaries.

The higtory of the armatoli, from the time of the Turkish
conques until the peace of Begrade in 1739, has not met
with the attention it deserves from the modern Greeks. The
number of armatoliks recognized by the Othoman govern-
ment is said to have been originally fourteen; but no correct
list appears to exist. After the peace of Bdgrade, the policy
of diminishing the numbers of the armatoli was steadily and
successfully pursued. To destroy the power of this Christian
militia, the sultans, in the year 1740, departed from the ancient
practice of the Porte, not to name an Albanian bey to the
rank of pasha in his native country. Suleiman of Arghyro-
kastron, a man of activity and daring, was appointed pasha
of Joannina and dervendji-pasha, with strict orders to watch
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the intrigues of the Greeks, who were suspected of being
under the influence of Russia, and to circumscribe the power
of the armatoli.

Suleiman fulfilled his instructions with much ability. He
worked on the mutual jealousies which are the bane of Greek
society. By tolerating the feuds of the captains, and then aid-
ing the people who suffered from their hostilities, he gradually
weakened the organization of the ancient captainliks, and
introduced Albanian Mussulmans into Christian districts.
The venality of some captains enabled him to purchase the
chief military power in their district.

Kurd Pasha, another Albanian bey, succeeded Suleiman,
and held the office of dcrvendji-pasha for fifteen years; at
first, in conjunction with the pashalik of Joannina, and after-
wards with that of Berat. Kurd acted under instructions
similar to those given to Suleiman. His administration com-
menced about the time the Russians invaded the Morea;
and this circumstance afforded him a reasonable pretext for
diminishing the numbers of the armed Christians and reducing
their pay. The severity of his measures against the armatoli,
instead of being relaxed, was increased after the peace of
Kainardji in 1774.

Ali of Tepclen became dcrvendji-pasha in the year 1787,
with strict orders to pursue the same policy as Suleiman and
Kurd. He destroyed the old system so completely, that the
proud armatoli of earlier days were reduced to be local
policemen in their native districts. Into every armatolik he
introduced a number of Albanian Mussulman mercenaries.
With the perfidy, cruelty, and vigour that formed his policy,
he circumscribed the legal authority, and nullified the tra-
ditional privileges of the Christian militia, without openly
abrogating their ancient charters. The jealousies of rival
captains were encouraged and their hostilities overlooked
until it served Ali's purpose to interfere. The Greek clergy
and primates were prompted to make complaints against the
exactions of the soldiers and the feuds of the captains.
Bands of robbers (klephts) were tolerated, and even encou-
raged, until a case was made out which served as a popular
pretext for introducing Mussulman Albaniansinto a Christian
armatolik. During the government of Ali most of the
districts, which had from time immemorial enjoyed the right
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of decting their captainsof armatoli, were forced to waive this
privilege, and request Ali to appoint their captain.

The lagt blow was given to the ancient sysem of armatoli
at Agrapha by Ali. Mohammed IL is said to have con-
firmed the municipal independence and the privileges of the
armatoli of this digtrict by a written charter. When the
aultans became the lords and protectors of Agrapha, it had
long been engaged in hodilities with the Frank dukes of
Athens and with the despots of Epirus. Its reations with
the Othoman government were friendly, and its armatoli
guarded the pases of Mount Pindus between Thessaly and
Epirus, as they had done for ages under the Byzantine
emperors. The population of Agrapha is of the Greek race,
without the admixture of Bulgarian, Albanian, and Vallachian
blood which pervades the neighbouring digtricts. It appears,
indeed, to have successfully resiged the great Sclavonian
colonization of Greece during thetransformation of the Roman
into the Byzantine empire, which implanted new geographical
names on the res of Greece. But though it resged the social
influence of the Sclavonians, it could not evade the poalicy of
Ali: he succeeded in sowing disssngons among the popula-
tion of this favoured digrict, and then, under the pretext of
an anxiety to prevent hogtilities between the rival factions he
persuaded the municipal authorities to reduce the number of
thearmatoli to two hundred men. Shortly after he found an
opportunity of sending a Mussulman derven-aga, with three
hundred Albanians, to remain as a permanent garrison in
Agrapha.

When the authority of the armatoli declined, the klephts, or
brigands, acquired political and social importance as a per-
manent dass in the Greek nation. As long as the ingtitution
of the armatoli preserved its prisine energy, the klephts were
repressad with a vigorous hand; but when the Porte began to
reduce the numbers and curtail the privileges of the Christian
militia, many discontented armatoli fled to the mountains,
and lived by levying contributions on the cultivators of the
wil. Where the government shows no regpect for justice,
lawless men are often supported by the lower orders of the
people, as a means of securing revenge or of redressng in-
tolerable social evils. A life of independence, even when
gdained with crime, has always been found to throw a spell



over the minds of oppressed nations. The Greeks make
Robin Hoods, or demi-heroes, of their leading klephts; they
magnify the exploits of the class and antedate its existence.
The patriotic brigands of modern Greek poetry are a creation
of yesterday. Even at the commencement of the present
century, several of the most numerous bands in Macedonia
conssted of as many Mussulmans as Christians, and Alba-
nians wer e always more numerous in their ranks than Greeks.

During the government of Ali Pasha, thedistricts of Verria
and Niausta were infested "by a celebrated Mussulman klepht,
named Sulu Proshova, whose band amounted to several hun-
dred men, the majority of which was said to conss of
Christians. The popular songs of the Greeks have given
fame to the klephts, and the language in which the songs are
written has caused scholars to exaggerate their merit as
poetical compositions. The habitual cruelty of the klephts
would have rendered pathos satire. Their most glorious
exploits were to murder Turkish agas in mountain passs, as
Lord Byron describes the scene in his ¢ Giaour V

The ordinary life of the klepht was as little distinguished
by mercy to the poor as it was ennobled by national
patriotism. There is very rarely anything to eulogize in the
conduct of criminals. But the klephts, after the treaty of Bel-
grade, became gradually more and more confounded with the
armatoli in the ideas of the urban population of Greece, from
the frequency with which Ali enrolled distinguished klephts
among his Christian guards, and conferred on them commands
of armatoli; while at the same time a constant desertion of
discontented armatoli was recruiting the ranks of the klephts.
This interchange of the members of the two corps at last
created a certain community of feelings and interests. The
existence of the klephts was necessary to render the services
of the armatoli indispensable. Ali was often accused of

! The Greeks suffered far more than the Turks from the klephts. Rich
primates were more defenceless than wealthy agas; and robbers require a daily
supply of food. Every traveller in the East could cite proofs of this from his
own experience. Two examples will suffice. Colonel Leake says. ' The master
of the house in which 1 lodge (at Kalabaka), among his other misfortunes, has
left an eye with the klephts.' Travels in Northern Greece, iv. 262. Mr. Dodwell
says. ' Our lodging at Livanatiswas in the cottage of a poor Albanian woman,
whowas lamenting theloss of her husband, who had been killed by theklephts, while
her infant son was taken prisoner, whom she had ransomed with the savings of
several years' Classical Tour, ii. 59. Livanatisis a village peopled by Chnstia 1
Albanians, near Talanta.
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neglecting to suppress the depredations of the klephts, in
order to extend his power as dervendji-pasha. But when
any individual klepht incurred his hatred, neither valour nor
caution could elude his vengeance. The treachery with which
he murdered Katziko-Janni, and the cruelty with which he
inflicted the most horrible tortures on Katz-Antoni, are cele-
brated in Greek songs with feelings of mingled admiration
and abhorrence *

The people furnished the true type of the Greek race in
Romelia; but in the Morea, the nation was represented by
the procsti and primates. The people were of little account,
for the primates were rarely elected by popular suffrage.
Almost every local authority derived its power from the
central administration of the pasha, and acted as fiscal
agents of the sultan. Their insolence to the poorer class of
Christians, and their exactions from the Greek peasantry,
were only exceeded by the Mussulman Albanians who
collected the haratch. In manners and dress they imitated
the Turks, and they were accused of leaguing with the
higher clergy to keep the people in ignorance and subjection.
Before the Revolution, it was observed that education flour-
ished more at Joannina, under the eye of the tyrant Ali,
than at Patras or Tripolitza, under the care of Greek
primates. Education owed its chief obligations to traders
and monks.

The Greeks of all classes in the Morea lived in comparative
ease and abundance, in spite of the exactions of Tucks and
primates. The very circumstance which made taxation arrest
the progress of society, rendered its burden light on in-
dividuals. It was paid in kind at harvest-time. A part
was taken from a heap. The population was thin, and no
produce was raised that was not raised in abundance. At
the time of harvest, therefore, the price was always low. The
farmers of taxes were usually primates and large landholders ;
and whether they were Turks or Greeks, they had a virtual
monopoly of the market. Merchants found it more advan-
tageous to make their price with those who could furnish a
whole cargo than to collect small quantities in detail, even
at a lower price, but with the risk of not finding adequate

! Fauriel, Chants Populates de la Grece, i. 170.



means of transport to the port of embarkation, and of not
being able to complete a cargo within a fixed period.

The well-being of the Moreot peasantry in many districts
arose from a cause which was easlly overlooked. They
enjoyed the benefit of a large amount of capital vested in
improvements in former days. Buildings, mills, watercour ses,
and cigterns facilitated labour and increased profits. But
every generation saw some portion of this vested capital
disappear, and with it a portion of the population vanished.
Plantations of olive, mulberry, fig, and other fruit-trees, and
vineyards producing wine or currants, occasoned so great
a demand for agricultural labour, that the condition of the
day-labourer was not inferior to that of the small peasant-
proprietor. Indeed, no condition of society could be more
favourable to the individual labourer. The demand for
labour was limited, but wages were high, and the price of
provisions was low.

The municipal organization of the Morea was more com-
plete than in the other parts of Greece, but it was not so
free. Each village elected its own Dcmogeront; the demoge-
ronts and the people of the towns elected Procsti, and the
procsti elected the primate of the province. The primates
resided at Tripolitza, to transact the business relating to the
whole Christian population of the pashalik. The proesti
and primates, with the assstance of the bishops and abbots
of the principal monasteries, elected a vekil or primate, who
resided at Constantinople, as the official organ of communica-
tion with the sultan's ministers, and whose duty it was to
keep the dragoman of the Porte and the dragoman of the
fleet accurately informed concerning the affairs of the Greeks,
as far as related to their respective departments. This system
invested the aristocracy of the Morca with a considerable
share of political power, and rendered it a check on the
authority of the pasha.

The character of the Moreots was not viewed with favour
by the other Greeks. The primates were accused of retaining
the intriguing, treacherous, and rancorous disposition which
the imperial historian Cantacuzenos tells us characterized
them in the fourteenth century®. Nor were either the citizens

! Cantacuzeni Historia, p. 751, edit. Paris.
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or the peasants supposad to be more imbued with the spirit
of truth and justice. Their industry and inteligence were
recognized; but their deficiency in candour, courage, and
honesty was almog proverbial. A Moreot was supposad, as
a matter of ocourse to be more incondstent, envious and
ungrateful than any other Greek.

The primates generally maintained a few armed guards
partly to enforce their authority and collect taxes, and partly
to defend their property from the klephts. But no regular
armatoli ever exisged in the Morea. Even the klephts of
the Morea, who were mere brigands were not numerous
until after the social disorganization caused by the Russan
invason and the insurrectionary movements of 1770. The
exploits of Zacharias and of Kolokotroni, though ceebrated
in unpoetic varsss and in bombastical prose were only the
deeds of highwaymen and shegp-dedlers  They lived habitu-
ally at the expense of the poor Christian peasants, and rarely
ventured to waylay arich Greek primate, still more rardy to
plunder a Turkish aga. The song of Zacharias cdebrates the
dedruction of Greek villages, the plunder of Greek priests
the insult of Greek women, the murder of one Greek child,
and the ransom of another * .Dodwell mentions the readiness
with which the Greek peasantry joined in hunting down the
band of Kolokotroni, and with which the Greek bishops
excommunicated the kIephts2 Kolokatroni's own account
of the events witnessed by Dodwell has been published, and
it proves that nothing can have been more brutal than the life
of a Moreot klepht. They were crafty and crud, and if the
trade was ever nobler it must have been long before the days
of Kolokotroni >,

The Mainates and the Tzakonians must be excepted from
the general description of the Moreot character.  The former
were remarkable for ther love of vidlence and plunder, but
also for their frankness and independence.  The latter were
diginguished by their peaceful habits, their honesty, and their
industry. Both were consdered brave. The Tzakonians kept

1Faurlel ChantsPopulatesde | a Grece Moderne, val. i. p. 76.
2 Classical Tour, i. 76; ii. 371, Captain George is confounded with Kolo-
kotronl ii. 356.
]x\r,\r},l]fttv(vfm&pff@Waw pp. 20, 21. Kolokotroni pesks of burning Greek
vill en he was a klepht, as a matter of no importance—foata ra x&/>fa
p. 14
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provison-shops in almost every ssaport on the Aegean. The
Mainates carried on piracy in every gulf'.

The Gresk inhabitants of the idands exhibited a great
variety of character, for they lived under a diversity of social
influences. The maritime population of Psara, Kasos, Ka-
lymnos, and Patmos, was active, intdligent, and brave;
the Sciots were indudrious and honest; the inhabitants of
Tinos and Syra, whether orthodox or Cathalic, were timid
and wdl-behaved—formed by nature and art to make
excellent oooks and nurses  The characterigic of the
idanders of the Archipedago was supposed to be timidity.
The Turkswho visited them only to collect tribute, and who
sw them scampe off to the mountains when the tax-
gatherers arrived, nicknamed them taoshan, or hares. Little
did the Turks think that these hares were about to turn
on the greyhounds and drive them back into their kenndl.

! See the account of the condition of the Mainatesin vol. v. pp. 113 foil. Colonel
Leake reates two characterigtic anecdates of Mainate manners.  Travels in the
Morea, i. 272, 282. Kolokotroni tdlsus in his Memoirs, that the Malnateﬁfor_get
a/er;ﬁn,g when there is a Question of gaining money. Of Mardra: Anopovoie

Aufrynous ZyuBdrrew vHs "EAARY Svife ded rd 1770 Lo 74
1835, hu-,xm Q. IL%M: A'g:irunv?:ﬁﬂ Wi dr e



CHAPTERII.

THE ALBANIANS.

Extent of country occupied by the Albanian race in Gresce—Albanian Mussul-
mans of Lalla and Bardunia—Chrigian Albanians of the Dervenokhoria,
Hydra, and Spetzas—Character and civil indtitutions of the Hydriots—The
Albanians form a diginct branch of the Indo-Germanic race—Guoghs and
Tasks—Character, manners and sodal condition of the Albanians—Admini-
drative divisons—Military influence gained by the Albanians during the
dghteenth century—In Greece after the year 1770—Poalicy of Ali Pasha of
Joannina—Suliots, the most remarkable tribe of Orthodox Albanians—T heir
riee and social condition—Repeatedly attacked by Ali Pasha—Las war.—
The priet Samud —Treachery of Suliots—Capitulation of Suli—Fate of
Suliots

T H E Albanian race occupies no inconsiderable portion of
ancient Greece. In the Greek kingdom it numbers about
200,000 souls, chiefly cultivators of the soil, though a part
forms the most enterprising maritime population of modern
Greece.

Some Albanian colonies settled in Greece before it was
conquered by the Othoman Turks; and within the greater
part of the limits occupied by the Albanians at the present
day, the Greeks have been as completely expelled as the
Celtic race in England by the Saxon *

Albanian colonists now occupy all Attica and Megaris,
with the exception of the towns of Athens and Megara,
where they form only a portion of the population. They
posess the greater part of Boeotia and a small portion of
Locris, near Talanta. The southern part of Euboea and the
northern part of Andros, the whole of Salamis, and a part of
Aegina, are peopled by Albanians. In the Peoponnesus

1 Seevol. iv.,Mediaeval Greece, 32, 234.
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they are still more numerous. They occupy the whole of
Corinthia and Argolis, extending themselves into the northern
part of Arcadia and the eastern part of Achaia. In Laconia
they inhabit the dopes of Taygctus, called Bardunia, which
extend to the plain of Helos, and, crossng the Eurotas, they
occupy a large district around Monemvasia to the south of the
Tzakonians, and to the north of a small Greek population
which dwells near Cape Malca, in the district called Vatika.
In the western part of the peninsula they occupied a
consderable part of the "mountains which extend from
Lalla to the north-eastern corner of Messenia, south of the
Neda. Besdes these large settlements, there are some
smaller clusters of Albanian villages to the north of Karitena,
and in the mountains between the Bay of Navarin and the
Gulf of Coron. The idands of Hydra and Spetzas were
entirely peopled by Albanians.

Marathon, Plataea, Lcuctra, Salamis, Mantinea, Eira, and
Olympia are now inhabited by Albanians, and not by Greeks.
Even in the sreets of Athens, though it has been for more
than a quarter of a century the capital of a Greek kingdom,
the Albanian language is still heard among the children
playing in the streets near the temple of Theseus and the
arch of Hadrian.

Not more than a tenth of the Albanian population
settled in Greece professsd the Mohammedan religion. The
most warlike tribes were those of Lalla, Bardunia, and
Carystos in Euboea.

The Albanian Mussulmans of Lalla occupied a healthy
and agreeable situation in an elevated plain on Mount Pholoe.
Their scattered habitations formed a great village rather than
a town. The principal men dwelt in towers capable of
defence. Lalla contained upwards of 3000 inhabitants, and
about 400 were well armed and well mounted.

The digtrict of Bardunia took its name from a Byzantine
castle, high up on the dope of Taygetus, near the sources
of the river of Passava. It comprised the south-eastern
declivities of the mountain, which run out into a broad
ridge overlooking the lower valley of the Eurotas, and
extending almost to the sea-coast near Marathonisi. For
three centuries this district was possessed by Albanians, who
were without any tradition concerning the period at which
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their ancetors had colonized the country, or embraced
Mohammedanism. It may, perhaps be inferred from this
ignorance, that the Barduniots expelled the Sclavonian
population, which the Byzantine writers tell us occupied
this district at the time of the Turkish conquest, and that
they embraced Mohammedanism to become landlords instead
of peasants.

The Barduniots dwelt in fortified towers dispersed over the
country, and both their stuation and therr valour enabled
them to redrain the forays of the Mainates in the rich plains
of Laconia. ¢« The exactions of the Barduniot agas were
nevertheess often found to be amogt as intolerable as the
depredations of the Gresks of Maina, The whole population
was able to arm about 2500 men. Between forty and fifty
families held a superior rank in conssquence of ther large
landed posessons

The armatoli were not the only Chrigians in the Othoman
empire who were authorized to bear arms.  Several Albanian
communities in Greece, though entirely composad of Chris
tians, received this privilege from the sultan.  The inhabitants
of Megaris, who occupied five large villages, called Der-
venokhoria, were particularly favoured by the Porte. The
care of guarding the pases over mounts Cithaeron and
Geranea, which lead to the Isshmus of Corinth, was intrusted
to them; and they were relieved from several taxes, on the
condition that they should furnish a body of armed men
congantly on duty. The number of armed men in the five
villages amounted to about 2000.

The mog influential, though not the most numerous
portion of the Albanian population in Greece congsed of
the shipowners and sailors of Hydra and Spetzas, and of the
boatmen of Poros Kastri, and Kranidi.

The idand of Hydra contained nearly twenty thousand
inhabitantsof pure Albanian race before the Gresk Revolution.

It isa long ridge of limestone rocks with only a few acres
of soil capable of cultivation. The town is stuated near the
middle of the idand, on the channd which sgparates it from
Argolis. Seen from the s, it presmts a noble agedt,
forming an amphitheatre of white housss risng one above
the other round a small cresk which can hardly be usad as
a port. The houss cling like swvallows nests to the sdes
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of abarren mountain, which towers far above them, and whose
summit is crowned by a monagery of St. Elias. The dreets
are narrow, crooked, unpaved lanes, but the smallest dwelings
are built of gone, and near the sa ome large and solidly-
congructed houses give the place an imposng agpect. In
these housss the wealthy primates of Hydra resded at the
breaking out of the Revolution. They lived, like mog
Albanians, a frugal, and, it may even be said, a penurious life.
In their dress their education, and their character, indeed,
there was very little difference between the primate, the
captain, and the common sailor of Hydra. The rich Hydriot
usually displayed his wealth in erecting a large " building near
the s, which srved as a dweling for his family and a
warehouse for his goods In some of the rooms the sails
and cordage of his ships were stored ; in others he lived *

The Hydriots of every rank displayed the peculiar character
of the Albanian race They were proud, insolent, turbulent,
and greedy of gain. The primates were jealous and exacting,
the people rude and violent. But both possesssd some gterling
virtues, and they were didinguished from the Greeks by
their love of truth, and by the honesty with which they
fulfilled their engagements There were no traders in the
Levant who paid more punctually than the merchants and
no sailors who took better care of ship and cargo than the
mariners, of Hydra.

The civil government, conceded by the sultan and pro-
tected by the capitan-pasha, was entirely in the hands of the
shipowners and retired captains, who formed a das of
capitalists.  About the year 1730, when the Albanian colony
egtablished itsdf in the then deserted idand in order to escape
the exactions of the pasha of the Morea, the local admini-
sration of thesmall trading community wasintrusted to three
dders called, in the Albanian dialect, plekjeria, who were
chosen by the people.  The annual tribute paid to the sultan
amounted to 200 piagtres, a sum at that time not equal to £30

! Both Gordon {History of the Greek Revolution, i. 164) and Waddington (Visit
to Greece, 102) gpeak of the costly marbles and splendid furniture at Hydra. The
marbles were only flags from Leghorn with which the courts were paved; and
the richest furniture conssed of a fev damask chairs from Marsailles. Generally,
the best houses of the Hydriot primates were not so expensvey furnished as those
of the Moreots. The housss were built at condderable expensg but were salid,
not splendid.  They till stand to bear evidence of the rude social condition of the
Hydriots at the period of their greatest wealth.
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gerling. When theidanders grew richer and more numerous
the number of dders was gradually increased, until it reached
twelve. But the new settlers never acquired the full rights of
the original colonids, and the government became an oli-
gar chy, which indeed appearsto be the type to which palitical
ciety tends among the Albanians.  The twelve dders were
choen by the capitaligs* and formed a municipal council,
divided into three sections composed of four members  Each
section acted for four months and met daily to transact
busness with the governor or head of the police, who was a
primate of the idand, named by the capitan-pasha, and
commonly called the Bey.

The cdebrated capitan-pasha, Kutchuk Hussain, who was
a deady protector of the Hydriots and Spctziots, was the
firs who appointed a governor to act as the sultan's repre-
sentativeat Hydra. Hedid so at the request of the Hydriots,
who found their municipal authorities unable to redrain
the turbulence of rival factions, or to bring murderers to
judtice.

The family of Konduriottis was one of the mos ancient
and mog diginguished in the idand. It was founded by
the younger son of an Albanian peasant of the dervenokhorion
of Kundura, who settled as a boatman shortly after the ex-
pulsion of the Venetians from the Morca, and before Hydra
received the colony which formed a regular community.
Lazaros Konduriottis was the head of the family during the
Greek Revolution. At his marriage his father was assass-
nated by the bravo of a rival family. Old Konduriottis saw
Kolodemo, whom he knew to be an assasin, approaching
him covertly during the ceremony. Suspecting his design,
he placed a ool before his body, holding it in his hand.
The murderer, however, advanced 0 dose that old Kondu-
riottis was forced to hold him at bay with the sool, and
endeavour to push him towards the door. Kolodemo was
in danger of being baffled, but by sooping down he contrived
to sab his enemy with a long knife in the belly, and to
excape, leaving the weapon in the wound. This assassnation
causd the Hydriots to petition the sultan to send a governor
with the power of life and death. Kutchuk Hussein named
a Hydriot called Bulgaris as the firg governor, in the year
1803. Bulgaris had srved with the capitan-pasha in the
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Othoman fleet, as quartermaster of the Christian seamen.
The authority of the Christian bey was not, however, sufficient
to control the turbulence of his countrymen, and assassination
was never completely suppressed *

Hydra paid no direct taxes to the sultan, but it was obliged
to furnish a contingent of two hundred and fifty able-bodied
seamen to the Othoman fleet, and to pay them from the
local treasury. The expense of this contingent amounted
to 16,000 dollars annually. Besides this sum, about 4000
dollars were annually expended in presents to the capitan-
pasha, to the Greek dragoman of the fleet, and to several
officials employed at the admiralty and dockyard at Con-
stantinople. To raise these sums, a tax of five per cent,
was imposed by the local administration on the gains of
every Hydriot, and some custom-duties were levied at the
port.

The condition of Spetzas was very similar to that of
Hydra. The population was smaller, the proportion of small
capitalists was greater, and the local administration was
more democratic.

A considerable portion of the coasting trade in the Archi-
pelago was in the hands of the Albanians of Poros, Kastri,
and Kranidi, who possessed many decked boats. Over this
maritime population the Hydriots and Spetziots exercised
supremacy.

Such was the position of the Albanian race in Greece,
where its settlements were comparatively modern. In its
native regions its political importance and moral influence
had been constantly increasing during the latter half of the
last century, and it had attained the acme of its power at
the commencement of the Greek Revolution. In Albania
a considerable proportion of the population had embraced
the Mohammedan religion; but the Albanian Mussulmans
were detested by the Osmanlis and hated by the Greeks.
Their religion was hardly a matter of conscience with the
majority. They were less bigoted than the Turks, and less
superstitious than the Greeks. Their avarice was, however,
insatiable, and for gold an Albanian Mussulman would

! Waddington {Visit to Greece) mentions that a band of essasins ediged at
Hydra during the early years of the Revolution ; and many of their crimes might
be cited to prove the correctness of his assertion.

VOL.VI. D
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willingly serve a Christian master, or a Christian Albanian
a Mussulman chief, even if the service was to be rendered
in deeds of blood.

The Albanian forms a distinct race among the nations
of Europe. They have been supposed by some to be the
representatives of the Pelasgians. They call themselves
Shkipetar. Some suppose them to have occupied the regions
they now inhabit before the days of Homer, and that they
are the lineal descendants of the race to which the ancient
Epirots and Macedonians belonged as cognate tribes. Alex-
ander the Great must, according to these archaeologists, have
spoken an ancient Albanian dialect at his riotous banquets
with his Macedonian officers.

T he researches of modern philology have established beyond
question that the Albanian language is an early offsst from
the Sanscrit, and that its grammar was complete at as old
a date as the oldest Greek dialect’. Nearly the same
boundary separates the Hellenic from the non-Hellenic popu-
lation at the present day as in ancient times. Thucydidcs
calls the Amphilochians who dwelt at the head of the Gulf
of Arta barbarians. Strabo says that one race inhabited
the whole country, from the Acroceraunian Mountains to
the borders of Thessaly and to the plain of Pelagonia, under

! The best works on Albania and its population are—Leake's Travels in
Northern Greece, 4 vols,, 1835 ; and Albanesische Studien, by Dr. J. G. von Ilahn,
1853. For the language—1. Researches in Greece, by Col. Leake, 1814; 2.
Die Sfracke der Albaneseti oder Schkipetarm, by Ritter von Xylander, 1835 ;
3. Th(reis an excellent grammar and dictionary in the philological portion of
the Albanesische Studien of Dr. von Hahn; 4. Pelasgica, by Dr. Rcinhold of the
Greek Navy, published at Athens, 1856. The most important philological
dissertations are—1. An essay entitled 1st die Albanesische Sprache eine |7ido-
GermanUche ? by Th. Stier, published in the Allgemeine Monatsschri/t fur Wissen-
schaft und Literatur, Frunswick, November 1854; 2. Ueber das Albanesische in
seinen Verwandtschaftlichen Beziehungen: by Franz Bopp, Berlin, 1855; 3. Utpi
vis AbroxBovias TEv 'ANSaviiv firoe Txemrdp, by N. r. HucoKKrjs, Gbtlingen, 1855 ;
4. Das AlBanesische Element ih Griéctienfand, by Dr. J. Ph. Fallmerayer, Munich,
1857. Several poems in the Albanian language have been printed at Naples,
and one by Dr. Stier at Brunswick, in 1856. [The Albanian language is not, as
stated in the text, an offsst from the Sanscrit, but from the primitive Aryan
language, from which Sanscrit also was derived. This conclusion, with regard to
the independent position of the Albanian, was established by Bopp, in the disser-
tation mentioned above, the data for which were supplied by Von Hahn's
Albanesische Studien. Bopp remarks that much of the system of inflections and
many of the words are strikingly similar to latin and Greek, yet not in such a
way as to render it supposable that they have been borrowed from either; indeed,

in most points it can be explained more readily by Sanscrit than by those
languages. £0.]
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the name of Epirots or Macedonians, for both spoke the
same language’.

Ancient Epirus was filled with Greek colonies, and the
Greek race is now more numerous than the Albanian in
the region immediately to the north of the Gulf of Arta.
But, on the other hand, one-fifth of modern Greece is at
present inhabited by Albanian colonists. The inhabitants
of Albania, of the Shkipetar race, consist of two distinct
branches, the Gueghs and the Tosks. The Gueghs dwell to
the north of the valley of the Skumbi and the line of theVia
Egnatia. That great artery of Roman life now forms a
desolate line of separation between the two tribes. The
dialects of these two branches arc said not to differ more in
their grammar than the Scotch of Ayrshire and the English of
Somersetshire, yet a Guegh and a Tosk are unintelligible to
one another at their first meeting. Both branches are sub-
divided into several tribes. Among the Gueghs severa
Catholic tribes retain their scmi-indcpendcnce, and uphold the
Papal supremacy alike against the Mohammedan Gueghs and
their northern neighbours, the fierce orthodox freemen of
Montenegro. The Mirditcs are considered the most warlike
of the Christians. They arc all Catholics, and boast that
they arc the descendants of the companions and soldiers of
Skanderbeg.

The Tosks who dwell to the south of the Skumbi are
the neighbours of the Greeks. The Albanian colonics in
Greece arc all composed of Tosks. This branch is divided
into three great tribes, which are again subdivided into many
septs—the Toskides proper, the Lyapides, and the Tchamides.
The Toskides are generally Mussulmans, but among the
Lyapides and the Tchamides several septs of orthodox
Christians retained the privilege of bearing arms, even to
the time of A li of Joannina.

The Albanian aristocracy embraced Mohammedanism in
the fifteenth century, but a considerable portion of the people
did not apostatize until the end of the seventeenth century.
Their conversion was caused by their desire to escape the
tribute of Christian children, which compelled them to furnish
recruits to the corps of janissaries and to the slaves of the

! Thucydides, ii. 68; Strabo, vii. p. 326.
D 2,



K THE  ALBANIANS.

[BK.LGh.II
sultan's household. As among the Greeks, apostasy was
common among the higher classes at the time of the first
irruptions of the Othomans, and a large proportion of the
Albanian chiefs retained their property by changing their
religion. Some of the Albanian beys, however, claim descent
from the Othoman Turkswho accompanied Sultan Bayezid I.
and Murad IL in their expeditions, and there can be no
doubt that Mohammed | | . made some grants of lands and
conceded high offices in Albania to several Turks. But, in
most cases, the claim to Turkish descent rests only on a
tradition that the ancestor of the present bey received a
sandjak or some military fief from one of the sultans already
mentioned; and, in nine cases out of ten, these grants were
the rewards of apostasy, not of previous servicee Like the
Byzantine nobles at the time of conquest, the morality of
the Albanian chiefs was such that they were not likely to
become more wicked by becoming Mussulmans. Their change
of religion was little more than a change of name and their
marriage with three additional wives. The ties of family
and tribe existed without modification, and they attest that
the chieftains and the people of Albania have a common
origin.

The whole of Albania, from the Gulf of Arta to the Lake
of Skodra, is divided into innumerable lateral valleys by
rugged mountains, which render the communications so diffi-
cult as to confine trade to a few lines of transport. The
agricultural population is thinly scattered in these valleys,
and, as in most parts of Turkey, those who cultivate the
soil, even when they are Mussulmans, arc considered as
forming an inferior grade of society. But there is nothing
to prevent the peasant, since he is free, from adopting a
military life, and rising to wealth and power. In general,
however, the soil is cultivated from generation to generation
by the same families, and for centuries it has been cultivated
with the same routine. From each yoke of land (zevgari)
the landlord receives arent paid in produce. The peculiarities
of Albanian society are most marked in the manner of life
among those who are the proprietors of the soil. All of
this class consider that they arc born to carry arms. The
great landlords are captains and leaders. The peasant-pro-
prietors are soldiers or brigands. Landlords, whether large
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or small, possess flocks, which supply them with milk, cheese,
and wool, olive-trees which furnish them with olives and
oil, and fruit-trees which enable them to vary their diet.
Every landlord who was rich enough to lay up considerable
supplies in his storehouses expended them in maintaining
as many armed followers as possble, and if his relations
were numerous, and his phara or clan warlike, he became
a chieftain of some political importance. Every Albanian
who can avoid working for his livelihood goes constantly
armed, so that whenever the central authority was weak
bloody feuds were prevalent. And at the commencement
of the present century anarchy appeared to be the normal
condition of Albanian society; Gucghs, Tosks, tribes, septs,
pharas, towns, and villages were engaged in unceasing hos
tilities; open wars were waged, and extensive alliances were
formed, in defiance of the power of the pashas and of the
authority of the sultan.

Most of the towns were divided into clusters of houses
called makhalas, generally separated from one another by
ravines. Each makhala was inhabited by a phara, which was
a social division resembling a clan, but usually smaller. The
warlike habits of the Albanians were displayed even in their
town life. Large houses stood apart, surrounded by walled
enclosures flanked by small towers. Within these feeble
imitations of feudal castles there was always a well-stocked
magazine of provisions. Richly caparisoned steeds occupied
the court during the day; lean, muscular, and greedy-eyed
soldiers, covered with embroidered dresses and ornamented
arms, lounged at the gate; and from an open gallery the
proprietor watched the movements of his neighbours, smoking
his long tchibouk amidst his select friends. The wealthy
chieftain lived like his warlike followers. His only luxu-
ries were more splendid arms, finer horses, and a longer
pipe. His pride was in a numerous band of well-armed
attendants.

The Christian population of Albania diminished from age
to age. The anarchy that prevailed during the latter half
of the eighteenth century drove many to apostasy and many
into exile. Colonies of Albanian Christians emigrated to the
kingdom of Naples in the fifteenth century, and these emi-
grants were recruited in the sixteenth by numbers who fled
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from the burden of severe taxation, the exaction of unpaid
labour, and the terrible tribute of Christian children. So
many Christians sold their property, that the sultans were
alarmed at the diminution of the capitation tax, and the
difficulty of finding the necessary recruits for the janissaries
and the bostanjis. This commenced so early, that Suleiman
the Magnificent enacted that no Christian proprietor should
be allowed to sell his land, if the sale tended to diminish
these sources of the Othoman power. If a rayah disposed
of his land or ceased to cultivate it, the spahi or timariot
of the village was authorized to grant it to another family
for cultivation. But no laws can arrest the progress of
depopulation, as the history of the Roman empire
testifies. Emigration continued, and when emigration was
impossible, apostasy increased. At the commencement of
the present century even the Greek clergy admitted that
Mohammedanism was rapidly extending in parts of Albania
which had previously adhered steadfastly to the Christian
faith.

The administrative divisions of Albania have varied at
different periods of Othoman history, but the postions of
Skodra, Berat, and Joannina have rendered these cities the
residence of pashas, to whom the rulers of the districts of
Elbassan, Dukadjin, Delvino, and Tchamuria have generally
been subordinate. These three pashaliks have been held by
viziers or pashas of the highest rank. Many districts, Moham-
medan, Catholic, and orthodox, enjoyed a recognized local
semi-independence, protected by the sultan. Any common
interest united pharas, makhalas, towns, communities, and
beys in hostile array against a pasha, and even against the
authority of the sultan. But when no danger existed of any
external attack on their privileges, local feuds and intestine
wars revived as fiercely as ever.

The power and influence of the Albanians steadily in-
creased in the Othoman empire. In the East, the sword
alone commands popular respect and political influence.
During the last century, as the turbulence of the janissaries
increased and their military value declined, the Albanians
rose in consideration and power. In every province of
European Turkey the Othoman race seemed to decline in
courage as well as in wealth and number. The Albanians
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everywhere seized the military power when it escaped from
the hands of the Turks. Every pasha enrolled a guard of
Albanian mercenaries, in order to intimidate the ayans and
Turkish landlords in his pashalik. The tendency of the
Othoman government towards centralization had already
commenced, though it still remained almost imperceptible
amidst the existing anarchy. The Albanian mercenaries
were used as instruments to advance this centralization; and
the power they attained being more apparent than the end
for which they were employed, even the Turks, who have
always affected military tastes and habits, became imitators
of the Albanians. At the commencement of this century,
the Greeks from day to day feared the Turks less and the
Albanians more.

The history of the Greek Revolution would often be obscure
unless the importance of the Albanian element, which per-
vaded military society in the Othoman empire, be fully
appreciated. A trifling but striking mark of the high posi-
tion which the Albanians had gained was exhibited by the
general adoption of their dress. Though a strong antipathy
to the Mussulman Albanians had been always felt by the
Othoman Turks, towards the end of the last century they
began to pay an involuntary homage to the warlike reputation
of the Albanian mercenaries. It became then not uncommon,
in Greece and Macedonia, to see the children of the proudest
Osmanlis dressed in the fustanclla, or white kilt of the Tosks.
Subsequently, when Veli Pasha, the second son of Ali of
Joannina, governed the Morea®, even young Greeks of rank
ventured to assume this dress, particularly when travelling,
as it afforded them an opportunity of wearing arms. The
Greek armatoli and the Christians employed as police-guards,
even in the Morea, also wore this dress; but it was the fame
of the Albanians—for the military reputation of the armatoli
was then on the decline and that of the Suliots on the
ascendant—which induced the modern Greeks to adopt the
Albanian kilt as their national costume. It isin consequence
of this admiration of Albanianism that the court of King
Otho assumes its melo-dramatic aspect, and glitters in tawdry
tinsel mimicry of the rich and splendid garb which arrested

! Veli was pasha of the Morea from 1807 to 1812,
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the attention of Childe Harold in the galleries of the palace
of Tepelen ; but the calico fuganella hangs round the legs of
the Greks like a paper petticoat, while the white kilt of the
Tosk, formed of a strong product of native looms, fell in the
graceful folds of antique drapery.

The rdations of Mussulman and Chrigtian Albanians were
much more friendly than the reations of Albanians and
Turks. The Albanian, unlike the Greek, felt the bonds of
nationality sronger than those of rdigion. The hodile fed-
ings with which he regarded the Othomans originated in the
tyranny of Turkish pashasand the avarice of Turkish voivodes,
cadis, and mollahs. Against the oppresson of these aliens
the natives, whether Mussulmans or Chridians, had for many
generations acted in common.

On the other hand, where orthodox Albanians and Greeks
dwet together, as in a condderable portion of southern
Epirus, their common lot as Chrigians exposad them to
the same exactions, and efaced the digtinction of race  The
obginacy of the Albanian and the cunning of the Greek
were employed for the same object, and exhibited them-
sves more as individual peculiarities than as national
characterigtics.

The power of the Albaniansin Greece was greatly increased
by the employment of a large force to suppress the insurrec-
tion excited by the Rusdans in 1770. Numbers of Albanian
mercenaries maintained themsdves for nine years in a ate of
merely nominal dependence on the pasha of the province,
levying contributions from Turks and Greeks alike, and setting
the authority of the sultan at defiance They were at lagt
defeated near Tripolitza by Hassan Ghazi, the great capitan-
pasha, and almogt exterminated; but fresh bands of Albanians
were again poured into the Morca by the sultan during the
Russan war in 1787, for it was well known that the Greeks
regarded these rapacious mountaineers with far greater terror
than Turkish troops.

It was at this time that Ali Pasha became dervendji, and
about the same period all the pashas in European Turkey
greatly augmented the number of Albanian mercenaries in
their service This demand for Albanian soldiers which had
gone on increasing for at least two generations, gave a con-
Sderable impulse to population; and so many of these
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mercenaries returned to their native villages enriched by
foreign service, that a visible improvement took place in the
well-being of the people about the time Ali was appointed to
the pashalik of Joannina.

The policy of Ali Pasha was to centralize all power in his
own hands. He followed the plans of his predecessors,
Suleiman and Kurd, in depressing the armatoli; and he com-
menced a series of measures tending to weaken the influence
of the Othoman Turks holding property in those parts of
Greece and Macedonia subjected to his authority. His im-
mediate object was to weaken the power of the sultan; the
direct result of his conduct was to improve the position of the
Greek race; for much of the authority previously exercised
by the Othomans in civil and fiscal business passed into
the hands of the Greeks, and not into those of the Mussul-
man Albanians, whose military authority Ali was constantly
extending.

The Turks in Greece and Macedonia were a haughty,
ignorant, and lazy race; but as spahis, timariots, or janis-
saries, they were affiliated with the most influential classes
in the Othoman empire, and Ali did not venture to attack
them openly. Their pride of race, as well as their personal
interests, rendered them the irreconcilable enemies of the
independent authority which he desired to establish. He
therefore carried on an incessant war against them; but he
conducted this warfare as a series of personal affairs. He
strove to conceal his general policy, but he spared no secret
intrigue to gain his ends, and often resorted to assassination
as the speediest and most effectual means. He usually com-
menced his operations against his enemies by what Bcntham
calls vituperative personalities; and by imputing bad designs
as a proof of bad character, he generally succeeded in foment-
ing family quarrels, for Turks are childishly credulous. He
also encouraged the Greeks to complain of acts of injustice,
and then, as the representative of the sultan's despotism, he
judged the accused. If no other means could be found, he
accused powerful beys of treasonable conduct, pretending that
they held secret communications with the rebel pashas then
proscribed by the Porte; or with bands of klcphts, who were
as much a domestic institution in his pashalik as they have
since been in King Otho's kingdom. In this way he rarely
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failed to obtain a warrant from the sultan sanctioning the
execution of his enemy. By pursuing this policy steadily for
more than a quarter of a century, most of the Osmanlis in
Thessaly were impoverished, and several of the principal
families ruined. The towns everywhere showed signs of
decay; the best houses in the Turkish quarters were often
tenanted by Greek or Vallach traders, or occupied by Alba-
nian officers.

While the wealth and numbers of the Turkish race dimin-
ished, Ali took care to invest his own Albanian followers
with the military authority he wrung from the hands of the
Osmanlis; but the increasing influence of the Albanian race
during the early part of the present century was not confined
to the increase in the numbers and power of the Mussulman
soldiery, nor to the augmentation of the commercial enter-
prise of the maritime population of Hydra and Spetzas.
Several warlike Christian tribes still retained the privilege
of bearing armsin Albania. In northern Albania these tribes
were Catholic, but in southern Albania they were orthodox;
and among the orthodox the Suliots were pre-eminent for
their warlike qualities, even among the warlike population
by which they were surrounded.

The Suliots were a branch of the Tchamidcs, one of the
three great divisions of the Tosks. The constitution of their
community deserves notice.  The Suliots inhabited a district
consisting of steep ranges of bare and precipitous mountains,
overlooking the course of the Acheron; that river, uniting
with the Cocytus in its lower course, forms a marshy lake,
and renders the country at its mouth so unhealthy that it
was considered the shortest road to the realms beyond the
grave. In the immediate vicinity of Suli the mountains
afford only a scanty pasture for goats; but when they ascend,
broad ridges spread out covered with oaks; and when they
rise still higher, their loftier summits protrude in rocky peaks
above forests of pine.

The strength of Suli lay in the difficulty of approaching
it with a large body of men, and of attacking well-trained
riflemen in stone buildings without artillery. The deep and
dark ravine of the Acheron renders Suli inaccessible in front.
The lair of the Suliots lies imbedded in a lateral valley
covered by two rocky hills, where a confluent joins the black
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waters of the Acheron ! The approach is by a gorge lower
down, called Kleisura, which separates the mountain fast-
neses from the fertile plains. Under the Byzantine emperors
it appears that the rich and well-watered soil of the lower
valleys maintained a numerous population. The district was
once a bishop's see, whose cathedral church stood near the
entrance of the Kleisura. At present the former population is
represented by the Mussulman proprietors of Paramythia and
Margariti.

When Sultan Murad | | . conquered Joannina, the whole
country, to the shores of the lonian Sea, submitted to
Mussulman domination. The territory afterwards occupied
by the Suliots was granted as a military fief to a timariot,
who resided at Joannina. Christian liberty and Suliot
independence were in this district the growth of later years.
For centuries the Christians paid haratch and the tribute of
their children. The anarchy that prevailed during the
victorious campaigns of the Venetians under Morosini, and
the cesson of the Morca by the treaty of Carlovitz in 1699,
compelled many Christians to form armed companies for
their protection against lawless bands of brigands. As the
orthodox Greeks were at that time generally as little dis
posed to oppose the sultan's government as they were to unite
with the Catholic Venetians, the pashas of Albania and
northern Greece favoured the military ardour of the orthodox
communities. Some of the companies of armed Christians,
which have been confounded with the ancient armatoli, date
only from this period, and the community of the Suliots
cannot be traced to an earlier origin.

In the year 1730 the number of Suliot families which
enjoyed the privilege of bearing arms was estimated at one
hundred. The precise year when the right was officially
recognized by the pasha of Joannina is not known. The
armed Suliots were the guards of a small Christian district
over which they exercised the authority of feudal superiors.
Their own property was small, but they formed a military
caste, and despised all labour as much as the proudest
Mussulman. The soil in the richest portion of their territory
was cultivated by peasants, who were of the Greek race. The

! [Theravine of the Acheron is dark, but its waters are singularly white. ED.]
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name of Suliots was reserved for the Albanian warriors, who
ruled and protected the agricultural population like the
ancient Spartans. The peasants were distinguished by the
name of the village in which they dwelt.

Anarchy prevailed in the greater part of southern Albania
during the early part of the eighteenth century, and many
Christians of the tribe of the Tchamides took refuge with the
Suliot community. Its protection prevented the Mussulman
communities in the neighbourhood from encroaching on the
rights of any Christians who acknowledged themselves its
vassals. But about the middle of the century they extended
this protection so far as to become involved in feuds with their
Mussulman neighbours. The hostilities which ensued induced
the Suliots to recruit their force by admitting every daring and
active young Christian of the tribe of the Tchamides to serve
in their ranks. If any of these volunteers distinguished
himself by his courage, and was fortunate enough to gain
booty as well as honour, he was admitted a member of the
Suliot community, and allowed to marry a maiden of Suli.
In this way the community increased in numbers and in
power. It was favoured by the sultan's government, as a
check on the lawless independence of the Mussulman commu-
nities of Paramythiaand Margariti; and it was supplied with
arms and ammunition, and encouraged to defend its independ-
ence, by the Venetian governors of Parga and Prevesa.

Many attacks were made on Suli by the Mussulman agas
of the vicinity, but they were always repulsed with such
auceess that the Suliots gradually acquired the reputation of
being the best warriors among the warlike Tosks.

The state of Suli now became an epitome of the state of
Albania. The community was divided into pharas. The
chiefs of the pharas formed alliances abroad in order to
increase their influence at home, and the pharas were some-
times involved in civil broils. The asistance of the principal
pharas was often solicited and richly remunerated by the
neighbouring Mussulmansin their private feuds. The Suliot
leaders, like the other Albanian chiefs of pharas, collected as
many armed followers as possible; but their revenues were
scanty, and the constitution of the Suliot community was
democratic, so that the only way to reward followers was to
make successful forays on the lands of those neighbours who
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refused to purchase immunity from depredation. Like most
highlanders who dwell on barren mountains overlooking
fertile plains, they levied contributions with unsparing ra-
pacity whenever they could do so with impunity. Depre-
dation they honoured with the name of war, and war they
considered to be the only honourable occupation for a true
Suliot The poverty of the territory which the Suliots held
in property, and their numbers, compared with the revenues
of the district over which their protection extended, rendered
it impossible for them to subsist in idleness without plundering
their neighbours.

When Ali Pasha assumed the government of Joannina, in
the year 1788, many complaints were made of the lawless
conduct of the Suliots. Shortly before his nomination, they
had pushed their forays into the plain of Joannina, and ren-
dered themselves so unpopular that Ali deemed they were
not likely to find any allies. In pursuance of his policy of
centralizing all power in his own hands, he resolved to destroy
the independent communities in his pashalik, whether Mussul-
man or Christian. Prudence required him to commence with
the Christians, and circumstances appeared to favour his
operations against the Suliots. But when he attacked them,
all their neighbours were alarmed, recent injuries were for-
given, and new alliances were formed. Mussulman beys and
the Venetian governors of Parga and Prevesa supplied them
secretly with aid, and thefirst attacks of Ali on their territory
wer e repulsed without much difficulty.

The intrigues of Russian agents drew the attention of the
sultan to the affairs of Suli in 1792, and Selim | | | . ordered
Ali to renew his attacks on a spot which was now looked on
at the Porte as a nest of treason, as well as a nursery of
brigandage. Russia having abandoned her orthodox par-
tizans at the peace of Yass, Ali again attacked the Suliots.
Their power was now so great that Suli formed a little
republic. Upwards of sixty villages and hamlets, inhabited
by Christian peasants, paid tribute to the Suliots. That
tribute, it is true, conssted only of a small portion of the
produce of the soil. The Suliot territory at this time ex-
tended over all the mountain district on both ddes of the
Acheron, as far as the western bank of the Charadra. But
the community of Suliots consisted of only 450 families,
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divided into nineteen pharas, or unions of families. The
military force did not exceed 1500 men. Local disputes were
violent among the chiefs of the pharas, and the inextinguish-
able jealousies of Albanian society had caused the Suliots to
divide their habitations into four distinct villages or makhalas,
called Kako Suli, Kiapha, Avariko, and Samoneva. The
name of Kako Suli recalls that of Kakoilion, in the Odyssey".
It was a name of terror in Albania, as well as of hate and evil
omen.

The attack of Ali on Suli, in the year 1792, failed com-
pletely. His numbers enabled him to force the Kleisura
from the south, and to gain temporary possesson of Kako
Suli by assault. But the troops of the pasha were unable
to keep the position they had won, and their loss in the vain
attempt was so severe that, in retreating from the village, they
abandoned all their advanced positions in the valley. Many
beys were deserted by their followers, others quitted Ali's
camp, and the desertion became so general that he himself
returned hastily to Joannina. His hostilities lasted only
three weeks; but the activity and daring displayed by the
Suliots in the incessant skirmishing which they carried on,
added greatly to their military reputation. Unfortunately,
their confidence in their own powers became from this time
so overweening that they pursued a more sdfish policy than
before. They began to fancy that their alliance was a matter
of importance to the Emperor of Russia and the Republic of
Venice, and they exercised their authority over the Christians
in their territory with increased severity, and plundered their
Mussulman neighbours with greater rapacity.

In the mean time, the power of Ali increased steadily. He
seized the wealth of many rich agas, he murdered many
powerful beys, and he reduced several independent commu-
nities to subjection. In the spring of 1798 he gained pos-
sesson of the territory of one of the Christian communities
from which the Albanian regiments in the Neapolitan service
had drawn their recruits. Ali surprised Nivitza, on the coast
of Chimara, with the assstance of the French general who

1 [This comparison is hargljy auitable  Kakailios, the appélation of Troy in
the Odysey, sgnifies 'ill-fated Ilium," and was agFIied to the city after its
destruction; whereas Kako Suli, or ' Suli the terrible was so called from the
terror itsinhabitantsingpired into the neighbouring Mohammedan tribes. ED.]
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commanded at Corfu, in the most treacherous manner; and
when he gained possesson of the place, he put all the inha-
bitants to the sword with his usual cruelty. In the autumn of
the same year he repaid the French for the" criminal conces-
sions they had made to win his favour, by obeying the sultan's
orders, and driving them from their possessons in the south of
Epirus. After defeating their forces at Nicopolis, he compelled
them to surrender the fortresses of Prcvesa and Vonitza.

Ali once more turned his arms against the Suliots, whose
intrigues with Russia and France had excited the indignation
of the sultan and the alarm of the Mussulman population of
southern Albania. He now employed secret treachery as a
more effectual means of victory than open hostility. The
rivalries and dissensons of the pharas enabled him to gain
over several chiefs, who entered his service as mercenary
soldiers. He also contrived to seize and retain several mem-
bers of the Suliot families who opposed his schemes as
hostages, at Joannina. Photo Djavella, the most powerful
Suliot, became his partizan ; and George Botzaris, with all his
phara, entered his service, and was employed to guard the
lands of the Mussulman and Christian cultivators of the soil,
lying between the Suliot territory and the plain of Joannina,
from the forays of their countrymen. By this defection the
community lost the services of seventy families, and of about
a hundred good soldiers.

Hostilities were commenced in 1799. George Botzaris
commenced operations by attacking the advanced post of
his countrymen at Redovuni with a body of two hundred
Christian troops in Ali's service, but he was completely
defeated, and died shortly after. As usual in similar cases
of treachery and sudden death, report said that he was poi-
soned. Report, however, said that most of the deaths in the
dominions of Ali Pasha at this time were caused by poison,
so that if these reports deserve credit, the trade in deleterious
drugs must have formed a flourishing branch of commerce in
the pashalik of Joannina.

Treason is contagious, and Ali did everything in his power
to propagate the contagion. He made high offers to most of
the Suliot chiefs, but his faithlessness was too notorious for
him to gain many partizans. At last he addressed himself to
the whole community. He declared that he was resolved to
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