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Foreword.

Children are children, They do not look at the world with the
eyes of an adult. Their interests are different from those of theig®
elders including teachers. These simple facts have too often been
ignored in dealing with children. They have two long been treaied
a8 ¢ little men . Their Looks have been mostly abridgments o
books intended for grown-ups. The results have been disastrous.
The child-mind, unable to assimilate the mtellectual food presented
toit, often develops a distaste for all learnmg. True as thig is
for all branches of knowledge 1t has been truer still in the case
of Geography.

Books on Geograplyy wntten tor adolercent children-a decade
ago-were 50 many juvenile gazettecrs. Iiven at the present day
books are on the market which have not yet lost theh wazetteer
characteristics. In the meantime the movement for humanising
geographical instruction has been growing in volume and momen-
tum. During the last ten or twelve years several excellent hook
on human geography have been published m the Enghsh language
They are human in more than one sense. They are human be-
cause they treat of human Iife m the world and look upon the
world as the home of man, but they are human also m the <ense
that they havein wview the needs ¢t the human bhemes for
whom they are written.

Uniortunately the same thing could not be said about the
geography books in our vernaculars, No doubt a iew weography
books have been written in the diufterent vernaculars oi the Pre-
gidency but their authors, though not unmmdful of the clums
of human geography, have gunen too much of geography-ands
too little of human elements. Seldom, 1l ever, do they show any
oonsideration for the ¢ human bemgs’ for whom the books are
intended.
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The outlook of the present book is different. The view-point
is that of the little human being who is to read the book. This
world of owrs is a place of varieties. Its stock of things, plants,
and animals i8 marvellous, Of these, its ammals are a veritable
source of wonder and amusement to the young cluld. Whe has
not watched a child taking a keen interest m the cat and the
dog and other domestic animals ? What parents have not been
asked by their children to tell them stories of anumals 7 1t is this
love of anumal stories that the author of the book seeks to exploit-
it one may use the word-in giving some elementary notions
about animal life of the world in its different climatic zones.
The language is so simple and the style is %o luaid that even the
dullest ohild will be tempted to read the book through. The
author 15 an old “ boy ’ of this college and the book really grew
out of a project done by him durmng hs period of training. I
am glad to find that the project’ has assmned the shape
of a book for lutle ones~and I ventwre to say, for big ones
~their parents,

With these words I have great pleasure m introdueing the
book to the public. 1 trust thatit will soon be found in the
hands of every child who oan read the Maathi language.

Secondary Trammg College, R. P. Kar
Bombay, 14th, September. 1931, Prof. ol treography & Scienoe,
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