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PREFACE

THE following pages contain the narratives of seven English-
men who travelled in Northern and Western India during the
reigns of the Emperors Akbar and Jahéngir. Though these do
not by any means exhaust the list of English visitors of that
period who have left us records of their experiences, they
include practically all those of real importance, with the
exception of Sir Thomas Roe, whose lengthy account of his
embassy is already procurable in a modern edition.

In the case of none of these narratives is a manuscript
souice available, and it has been necessary to go instead to
the earliest printed editions. Ralph Fitch’s story of his
adventures appeared first in Hakluyt’s Principall Navigations,
from which it is here reprinted. The other six are to be found
in the voluminous collection published by the Rev. Samuel
Purchas in 1625, and in the case of four of them we follow the
text there given. For Nicholas Withington, however, use has
also been made of a fuller version (from his original manu-
script) given in a scarce eighteenth-century work ; while the
letters of Thomas Coryat are printed from the contemporary
pamphlets in which they first saw the light and from which
Purchas made merely a selection.

Since each of the narratives has its own introduction,
little need be said here by way of preliminary. It may perhaps
be pointed out that at the time (1584) when the earliest of
our travellers redached the court of Akbar, the Mughal Empire
in India had not yet reached its sixtieth anniversary. It was
in 1525 that Babur, then King of Kabul, crushed at Panipat
the Afghan dynasty which had ruled at Delhi during the

preceding three-quarters of a century. DBabur’s son, Huméyfin,
was driven from his throne in 1540 by Sher Shah, the Afghan
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ruler of Bengal and Bihir, but recovered his kingdom in 1555,
only to die in the following year, leaving to his young son
Akbar a precarious dominion over a territory which is to-day
represented by parts of the Panjab and the United Provinces
of Agra and Oudh. By 1584 Akbar had largely extended his
domains. Partly by policy and partly by conquest he had
become master of Gujariat, Malwa, and the bulk of Rajputédna ;
while on the east he had subdued, but not yet entirely assimi-
lated, the provinces of Bihar and Bengal. Later in his reign
he recovered control of Kabul (which had become practically
independent under his brother, Muhammad Hakim) and added
to his empire Kashmir, Sind, Kandahar, Khandesh, and parts
of Ahmadnagar. On his death in 1605 he was succeeded by
his only surviving son, Salim, who took the title of Nur-ud-din
Jahéngir. The latter was Emperor at the time of the visits
of all but the first two of our travellers.

Though Southern India has little to do with our story,
it may be noted that immediately to the south of the Mughal
dominions lay the Muhammadan kingdoms of Ahmadnagar
on the western and Golconda on the eastern side of the peninsula.
South of Ahmadnagar was a third Muhammadan kingdom,
that of Bijapur; while the rest of the peninsula was still
under the rule of petty Hindu princes, the chief of whom was
the Raja of Chandragiri, who represented the once powerful
dynasty of Vijayanagar. In contemporary records he is
commonly, though incorrectly, described as King of the
Carnatic.

The only European nation holding any territorial possessions
in India at the time was the Portuguese, whose regular
dominions comprised merely the district round Goa and ‘a few
other ports on the western coast, though some of their com-
patriots had established themselves, in a position more or less
independent, at various places on the other side of the peninsula
and in the delta of the Ganges. The Portuguese had been in
India longer than the Mughals, and the control they cxercised
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over the neighbouring seas was accepted without repining by
Akbar and his successor. This was not the case with our own
countrymen, and the story of the successful endeavours of
the English to establish their right to trade with India,
notwithstanding the opposition of the Portuguese, forms the
underplot of the present volume. Its main purpose, of course,
?s to give a picture of the Mughal Empire as it appeared to
English eyes in the days of Shakespeare.

The accuracy of the picture so presented can be judged by
comparison with modern reconstructions of the period. The
narratives printed in this volume are individually partial and
incomplete, but their general effect is in close accordance with
such works as the late Dr. Vincent Smith’s Akbar the Great
Mogul, and Mr. W. H. Moreland’s India at the Death of Akbar,
both of which are based oa a much more extensive mass of
evidence. In some respects the passing of four centuries has
made little difference ; Indians are naturally conservative,
though we need not go so far as to agree that, as asserted by
an Englishman in 1675, they ¢ preferr an old Hell to a new
Heaven’. But in many important respects the change is
remarkable. Even physically a great difference may be noted.
Large stretches of ground now highly cultivated were then
covered with jungle or else left barren. Roads were few and
bad, canals scarcely existed, and railways of course had
not been dreamt of. Goods were mostly carried from place
to place on camels or oxen ; and travellers, if they had any-
thing worth taking, could move only in large bodies or with
guards, for fear of the outlaws that infested the ways. On
the frontiex;s (of which the southern cut right across Central
India) postilities were almost incessant ; while civil wars were
of frequent occurrence. Epidemics and famines constantly
swept away large numbers, and their advent found the
authorities fatalistic and impotent. The Government was
a pure despotism, and the lives'and property of all subjects,
from prince to peasant, were subject to the caprice of the
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reigning monarch. The revenues of the country were either
spent in extravagant display and in maintaining large military
forces, or else were hoarded in the imperial treasury. On the
other hand justice, if rough and liable to be influenced by
bribery, was fairly good ; traders of all nations were freely
admitted ; and in religious matters toleration was more
consistently practised than in any European country at that
period. On the whole, our travellers, who were of course
comparing Indian conditions with those of their own country,
were not unfavourably impressed. This was particularly the
case with Terry, though his optimistic views are discounted
by the fact that he really saw less of India than any of the
other narrators whose stories are here given.

One fact it is well to keep in mind is that none of these
accounts was designedly written for publication, except
possibly that of Withington, who may have intended to
issue it for his own justification, though there is no evidence
that he did so. Terry’s treatise—the only one that deals
with the subject in a broad manner—was composed for the
edification of the Prince of Wales ; Hawkins’s for the informa-
tion of his employers. Fitch’s narrative, as Hakluyt tells
us in the dedication of his second volume, was presented to
Lord Burleigh, who had doubtless taken an interest in the
setting forth of the expedition. The section that bears the
name of Finch was compiled from his journal after his death
by the diligent Purchas. Those dealing with the travels of
Mildenhall and Coryat are true letters, and their writers had
no hand in their publication. These facts account to some
extent for an occasional want of proportion, mil}pr matters
being described at length, whilst others, of which we ghould
have been glad to hear full details, are slurred over or omitted.
There is compensation, however, in the greater naturalness of
the narrative. Most of our travellers are seen, as it were, in
undress, and we learn more of their characters than we
probably should, had they been conscious that they were
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addressing a wider audience. Little as we know of them,
beyond what we can gather from their writings, the impressions
left are favourable. If they appear at times self-assertive,
this was natural enough when the English were practically
unknown in India and had to encounter a steady stream of
disparagement from the Portuguese and their agents, the
Roman Catholic missionaries. The hostility thus engendered
*makes our travellers at times unjust to the latter ; but here
we must reckon with the sturdy Protestantism of the English-
man, which rendered him quite incapable of recognizing any
merit in a Jesuit. For the travellers themselves one feels
a genuine admiration. One and all, the men who here write
their adventures so soberly and so modestly, with many
a shrewd observation and occasionally a flash of humour,
ran daily great risks; and in fact three of them found in
the East their last resting-place, while a fourth died on the
voyage home. Sickness, robbery, threats of violence, were
incidents that did not shake their cheerfulness, and there
is little reflection in their narratives of the dangers and
hardships which were constantly their lot. They had chosen
to ¢ wander to the unfrequented Ynde’, and they accepted
the consequences, however unpleasant, stolidly and without
repining.

The assistance received from many friends in the prepara-
tion of the notes, &c., has been acknowledged in the appropriate
places. For help in collecting the materials for the illustrations
I have to thank Messrs. F. G. H. Anderson, E. A. H. Blunt,
B. K. Parry, and A. K. Smith, all of the Indian Civil Service ;
also M. Henri Omont, of the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris,
who not onty gave me permission to reproduce the portrait of
the Enfperor Jahangir, but kindly arranged for the taking of
the necessary photograph.

In reprinting the various narratives, the old spelling has
been retained, except that the use of u for v, of v for u, and
of ¢ for j has not been followed ; while as regards punctuation
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and the employment of capital letters modern practice has
also been observed. In the spelling of Oriental names, both of
persons and of places, the Imperial Gazetteer of India has been
mostly adopted as a guide ; but vowels occurring at the end of
a word have not been marked as long, though they should be
understood to be so.
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1583-91
RALPH FITCH

THE interesting narrative here reprinted belongs of course
%o a period anterior to the establishment of the English East
India Company, though the journey it describes holds a by no
means unimportant place among the events leading up thereto.
At the date of its inception, namely the end of 1582 or the
beginning of 1583, English merchants were striving eagerly
to discover some means of securing a share in the rich trade
with the East, but so far their endeavours had been unsuccess-
ful. The attempts to find a way to China round the northern
coasts of Europe and Asia had ended in failure, while the three
expeditions of Martin Frobisher in search of a passage round
North America had met with a similar fate. The establish-
ment of a trade with Russia had resulted in several ventures
to Persia by that route, but no further attempt was made in
this direction after 1581. The sea route by the Cape of Good
Hope was not only long and dangerous but was claimed as a
Portuguese monopoly, and Queen Elizabeth was not yet
prepared to break with Philip II, who since 1580 had been
King of Portugal as well as of Spain ; and although the return
of Sir Francis Drake by this route, from his voyage round the
world, had encouraged an attempt under Edward Fenton in
June 1582, to pass that way into the Indian Ocean, cautious
mcrch(imts may well have anticipated the failure that actually
ensued.

Attention was thus directed to the possibility of utilizing
the long-established trade-route by way of Syria which had
already been tapped to some extent by the syndicate of
merchants, headed by Edward Osborne and Richard Staper,
who had been granted the monopoly of English trade in the
Turkish dominions by a royal charter in September 1581,
Moreover, 3, certain John Newbery had just returned from
a long and important journey in the desired direction. Starting
from Tripoli, in Syria, he had made his way overland to Basra,
on the Persian Gulf, and thence by sea to Ormus, the famous
island at its mouth, opposite to the present Bandar Abbasi.
After spending some time on the island, during which he
carefully concealed his nationality from the Portuguese
officials, he returned by land through Persia and Armenia
to Constantinople, and thence home by way of Poland and the

B
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Baltic.! Evidently he had learnt much about the routes
between India and Persia, and had come to the conclusion that
commerce by that route was perfectly feasible.

Plans were quickly made for a further experiment in the
same direction, and the result was the journey which is here
chronicled. The nccessary funds were found chiefly by
Osborne and Staper, and Newbery was placed in charge of
the expedition. The party consisted of a number of merchants
(ameng whom we need only mention John Eldred and Ralph
Fitch), together with an expert in gems named William Leeds,
and a painter named James Story, who (according to Lin®
schoten) was not employed by the promoters of the venture
but joined in order to seek his fortune. It was arranged that
two of the merchants should be left at Bagdad with part of
the stock, and two more at Basra with a further quantity of
goods, while Newbery and Fitch should continue their journey
to the Indies. For this purpose they were furnished with
letters of introduction from Queen Elizabeth, addressed to
the Mughal Emperor Akbar (described as King of Cambay), and
also to the Emperor of China. Both lctters are among the
documents printed by Hakluyt.

The matcrials for the history of the first portion of the
journey are fairly abundant. Besides Fitch’s narrative,
Hakluyt gives one by Eldred (who did not go farther than
Basra), together with six letters from Newbery and onc from
Fitch ; while Purchas supplements these by three more letters
from Eldred and two from Newbery. In addition, we have
anintercstingaccount (particularly of our travellers’ experiences
at Goa) by Linschoten in his Itinerario (Hakluyt Society’s
edition, vol. ii, p. 158). These documents are not here reprinted,
sincec we arc chiefly interested in that portion of Fitch’s narra-
tive which concerns his travels after quitting Goa ; use has,
however, becen made of them to supply a few of the dates which
are so conspicuously lacking in Fitch’s own account.

Newbery and his companions sailed from London in the
Tiger? in February 1588, and reached Aleppo about May 20.
On the last day of that month they started on their adventurous
journey, and on August 6 found themselves safe in Basra, the
port town of Mesopotamia. Newbery’s plan was to go by
boat to Bushire on the Persian coast, and thencg proceed by
land to India ; but he was obliged to abandon this idea because
an interpreter could not be sccured. Forced, therefore, to risk
interference on the part of the Portuguese, the little party

! Accounts of this and of a previous journey of his in Syria and
Palestine will be found in Purchas His Pilgrimes (Part ii, bk. ix, ch. 3).

* ¢ Her husband’s to Aleppo gone, master of the T'iger,’ says the First
Witch in Macbeth, a clear proof (as a previous writer has remarked) that
Shakespeare knew his Hakluyt.
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embarked for Ormus, which was reached early in September.
The Italian merchants resident in the island were quick to
note the arrival of fresh trade competitors (concerning whose
intentions they had apparently been warned from Aleppo).
and on their insinuations that the new-comers were heretics
and spies, acting in the intercsts of the pretender to the
Portuguese throne, our travellers were arrested and sent to
Goa. At the latter place they were committed to prison, where
they remained about a month. They found friends, however,
in two Jesuits, one a Dutchman and the other an Englishman,
Father Thomas Stevens!; also in the young Dutchman
Linschoten (already mentioned), who, being in the suite of the
Archbishop of Goa, was able to exert some useful influence in
their favour. The fact that they all professed to be good
Catholics told on their behalf, and just before Christmas 1583
Newbery, Fitch, and Leeds were released on bail.

Story had already obtained his liberty by agreeing to
become a lay brother in the Jesuits’ convent, where his talents
were nceded for the decoration of the church. The others now
took a shop and commenced to trade, and two letters written
by Newbery and Fitch in January 1584 spoke cheerfully of
their prospects. Before long, however, matters assumed a
different aspect. The Jesuits hinted that the Englishmen
would probably be sent to Portugal by the next fleet, and the
Viceroy, to whom they applied for the return of the money
they had deposited in the hands of their surety, returned a
threatcning answer. Alarmed at this, they decided to make
their escape, and carly in April 1584,2 under pretext of an

* It is scarcely necessary to recall that Stevens is famous as the first
Englishman known to have set foot on Indian soil. Born in Wiltshire
and educated at Winchester, he made his way to Rome and there
cntered the Jeswit order. Being desirous of serving in India, he
obtained a passage at Lisbon in the spring of 1579 and reached Goa in
October of that ycar. A letter to his father, describing the voyage, will
be found in the pages of Hakluyt. Stevens laboured in Goa for forty
years, dying in 1619, at the age of seventy. He was the first European
to make a scientific study of Konkani, and he wrote two religious works,
one of which, a long epic in Marathi, still keeps his memory green in that
part of India.

? Fitch says %585, but I imagine that this is a slip, since the narrative is
scarcely consistent with their having spent sixteen months in Goa. In
the samo way, the date he gives for Newbery’s departure from Fatehpur
Sikri, viz. September 28, 1585, should probably be read as meaning a
year earlier. Nothing can be inferred from the Emperor’s movements,
for he was at Fatehpur Sikri in the summers of both years; but it
is clear that the travellers pushed on to Agra through the rainy season
(which they would hardly have done unless pressed for time), and once
they had seen the Emperor, Newbery would doubtless be anxious to

B 2
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excursion, they slipped over the border into the territory of
the King of Bijapur. It was well they did so, for, on hearing
of the arrival and imprisonment of a party of Englishmen,
King Philip wrote to the Viceroy of Goa (February 1585) to
punish them if found guilty, and to take special care that
neither they nor any of their countrymen should be allowed
in Portuguese territory. On being informed, in reply, of the
escape of the prisoners, he wrote again, both in 1587 and 1589,
urging efforts to apprehend them and punish their abettors ;
while in 1591 he ordered that the survivor—Story the painter,
who had quitted the cloister, married a half-castc woman, and
settled down at Goa—should be sent to Lisbon. Whether this
was done is not known ; but if so, the unlucky artist probably
perished in one of the two ships that were lost on their home-
ward voyage in 1592 (sce the Introduction to The T'ravels of
Pedro Teixeira, pp. Xxvii—xXxx).

Newbery and his fellow fugitives made their way first to
Bijapur, the capital of the kingdom of that name. Thence
they journeyed to Golconda, the chief city of the Kutb Shahi
kings. At both places they seem to have made special inquiries
regarding precious stones, the procuring of which, according
to Linschoten, was one of the original objects of the expedition
and the reason why a jeweller formed onc of the party. It may
be surmised that their immediate object was to invest their
stock of money in gems, which were easily concealed and could
be profitably disposed of at any place of importance. From

start for home. Moreover, Fitch tells us that Newbery promised to
meet him in Bengal in two years’ time ; and, if their parting took place
in the autumn of 1584, this would account for Fitch deferring his depar-
ture for Pegu until November 1586. On the other hand, if 1585 is
correct, it i3 strange to find that in 1587 Fitch was not in Bengal, but
far away in Pegu. As apparently he kept no journal, but wrote the
sketch of his journey from memory on his return, it would be easy for
him to make such slips 1 his dates.

Another reason for supposing that we should read 1584 for 1585 is that,
while Akbar was at Fatehpur Sikri throughout the former year, in the
latter he left that city on August 22. If Fitch was really there at the
time of the Emperor’s departure—which must have been attended
with imposing ceremonial—it seems strange that he should have said
nothing about it ; and equally strange that he should have stated that
in September he left Leeds ¢ in service with the king Zelabdim Echebar
in Fatepore’, thus implying that the Emperor was still there. Dr.
Vincent Smith suggests (Akbar, pp. 228, 231) that the travellers arrived
in July or August 1585, that Leeds at once entered Akbar’s service, and
that Fitch merely meant that the jeweller remained on the imperial
establishment at Fatehpur Sikri after the Emperor’s departure. This
explanation is plausible, but not quite convincing,
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Golconda they started for the court of the Mughal Emperor,
whose dominions were entered near Burhanpur ; from that
place they followed the usual route through Ujjain and got
safely to Agra, only to find that Akbar was at his new city of
Fatehpur Sikri, about twenty miles away. Proceeding thither,
they presumably waited upon the Emperor, concerning whom
Fitch says tantalizingly little. Whether they had succeeded
in hiding from the Portuguese Queen Elizabcth’s letter, and
whether it was now presented, we are not told ; nor whether
gny grant of privileges was secured for futurc use. At Fatehpur

ikri the travellers scparated : Leeds entered the service of
the Emperor, and henceforward nothing more is heard of him ;
Newbery decided to make his way home overland, and he too
disappears from view, dying on the journey, according to
Purchas, ¢ unknown when or where.” KEvidently he had come
to the conclusion that the project of an overland trade was
hopeless, for he promised Fitch to meet him in Bengal within
two years ¢ with a shippe out of England ’.

Fitch was to spend the time meanwhile in exploring the
castern parts of India ; and so, after his companion’s departure
he floated slowly down the river from Agra to Tanda in Bengal,
stopping on the way at Allahabad, Benares, and Patna. From
Tanda he made an excursion northwards to Kuch Bihéar ; after
which he resumed his voyage down the Ganges to the Portu-
gucse settlement at Higli, and thence proceeded to Chittagong.
At both these places he would find Portuguese traders, and
with them he probably established friendly relations without
difficulty. They did not recognizc the authorit?' of the Viceroy
of Goa or any other Portuguese official, and their attitude
towards a fellow European would not be influenced by any
trouble he had had with the representatives of their govern-
ment elsewhere. It was in a vessel belonging to one of them
that Fitch voyaged to Pegu, and we may infer that it was in
association with his Portuguesc friends that he now visited
Kachua, Sripur, and Sonirgaon in Eastern Bengal.

In November 1586, therc being no sign of Newbery’s
promised return, our traveller decided to extend his travels
in an easterly dircction, and accordingly sailed for Pegu.
Landing at Kusima (now Bassein), he there took boat and
procceded alpng the intricate network of inland waterways to
a place he calls Macao, whence a short journey by land brought
him to the city of Pegu. Of this place, of the royal court, and
of the customs, &c., of the people, he gives & i+, ." v . ecount.
His next achievement was an expedition to Iv..m i in the
Siamese Shan Statcs, nearly two hundred miles north-cast of
Pegu—a hazardous venture which he relates in the most
matter-of-fact manner. Returning to the latter place, he
proceeded in January 1588 to Malacca, where he stayed seven
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weeks, and then made his way back to Pegu and so to Bengal,
as the first stage of his homeward journey. He was doubt-
less able by this time to speak Portuguese fluently ; and
rather than venture the long and toilsome journey through
Northern India and Persia, he decided to risk the sea-route
by way of Cochin, in spite of the evident danger of a fresh
imprisonment should his identity be discovered. Unfortunately
he reached Cochin just too late to catch the last ship of the
season, and had, in consequence, to spend nearly eight months
there before he could get a passage to Goa. In that dangeroug
city he remained only three days, and then made his way to
Chaul, where he found a ship which carried him to Ormus,
another danger point—especially as he had to wait fifty days
before he could get a passage to Basra. Once arrived at that
port, he was fairly safe, and he managed to reach Aleppo
without much trouble. After some delay he embarked for
London, where he landed at the end of April 1591, after an
absence of just over eight years.

On his arrival in England Fitch found that the charter of
the Turkey Company had expired and that ncgotiations were
procceding for a fresh one. It was doubtless in connexion with
these that he presented to Lord Burghley an ¢ ample relation
of his wonderfull travailes’, as Hakluyt tells us in the Dedication
of the second volume of the Principall Navigations (1598-1600).
Whether this was identical with the present narrative, or
whether the latter was written specially for Hakluyt, we
cannot tell. The result of the negotiations was the grant of
a charter in January 1592, which united the two associations
trading to Turkey and Venice respectively. The new body
was known as the Levant Company, and among the privileges
granted to it was the monopoly of the trade by land through
the Turkish dominions ¢into and from the East India’, as
discovered by Newbery and his companions. Fitch, by the
way, is mentioned in this charter as a member of the new
Company; as also in the subsequent charter of 1605. It is
needless to say that no real attempt was made to develop
commerce along this line. It had become evident that the
most promising way to the Indies was by the Cape route, and
now that England was definitely at war with King Philip there
was no need to study the feelings of the Portugrese. James
Lancaster had sailed on his first voyage in that direction in
1591 ; and although he failed to get farther than the Nicobars
and Penang, it was proved that the enterprisc was at least
feasible, and from this period successive expeditions were
dispatched from England and Holland until the aim was
reached.

Of the rest of Fitch’s life but meagre details are available.
Evidently he went again to the Levant, for in the autumn of
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1596 he was at Aleppo and was elected consul by the English
merchants there—an appointment which was disallowed by
the Levant Company (British Museum : Lansdowne MSS.,
no. 241, ff. 52, 294). Probably he thereupon returned to
England, for Hakluyt speaks of him (about 1599) as *living
here in London’ ;! while the ¢ Mr. Fitche’ whom the East
India Company decided, on October 1, 1600, to consult
regarding the lading of their ships is certainly our traveller.
The Court Minutes of that Company are missing between
August 1603 and December 1606, or possibly some further
teferences to him would be forthcoming ; but he is clearly
mentioned in the minutes for December 81, 1606, when it was
directed that the proper titles for the royal letters which were
being prepared for various Eastern potentates should be
inquired of Ralph Fitch.

Nothing has hitherto been known concerning the rest of our
traveller’s life, but I was recently fortunate enough to discover
at Somerset House two hitherto unnoticed wills which seem
to wind up the story and, further, to give us some clues to his
family history. In both documents the testator describes
himself as Ralph Fitch, citizen and leatherseller 2 of London,
and in both he mentions a brother Thomas, a sister Frances,
and a niece of the same Christian name. It is evident, there-
fore, that the two wills were made by the same person ; and
that this was the Fitch in whom we are interested hardly
admits of a doubt. The earlier will (6 Drury) is dated Feb-
ruary 14, 1583 (the time of our traveller’s departure from
England), and an interesting feature is that it was duly
proved by the executor in Fcbruary 1590, the testator being
described in the Probate Act Book as having died beyond the
seas. Evidently, as nothing had been heard of the travcller
for several years, his death was presumed and his estate
administered ; so his rcappearance a year later must have
been a complcte surprise. The second will (81 Wood) was
made on October 8 and proved on October 15, 1611, and
Fitch’s death must therefore have occurred between those two
dates. The Probate Act Book adds that he belonged to the
parish of St. Catherine Cree, and this suggests that he was
buried in that church, situated in Leadenhall Street. Unfor-
tunately, the parish registers of the time are not extant.
A further point to be noted is that neither will mentions a wife
or a chiid. The presumption is that the testator was a bachelor;

1 That Hakluyt was personally acquainted with Fitch is suggested
also by the passage quoted in a note on p. 40.

2 Meaning, presumably, that he was a member of the Leathersellers
Company. I have not succeeded in obtaining from that body any
information on the subject. )
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and this alone, in a much marrying age, points to his having
spent most of his life abroad.

Fitch’s story of his experiences was first given to the world
by Richard H};kluyt. in the second (1598-1600) edition of his
Principall Navigations (vol. ii, part i, p. 250). Considering
the time covered by his wanderings and the many countrics
he visited, it is disappointingly brief ; but probably he kept
no journal, and had therefore to rely mainly on his rccollec-
tions. This, and possibly a distrust of his own litcrary abilities,
may cxplain why he copied so closely the narrative of Cesar
Federiei, the Venetian merchant who, starting in 1563, travelled
by way of Basra and Ormus to Goa, paid visits to Gujarat,
Vijayanagar, and most of the Portuguese settlements on the
coast of India, and then proceeded to Pegu, Malacca, &c.,
returning to Venice in 1581. His Viaggio was published there
in 1587, and an English version by Thomas Hickock appeared
in London the following year. Hakluyt has printed this
translation in juxtaposition to Fitch’s own account; and a
comparison shows that our English traveller, whencver his
route coincided with that of Federici, followed almost slavishly
the latter’s wording. The narrative of another contemporary
traveller, Gasparo Balbi, who was in Pegu about the same
time as Fitch, may also have been accessible to our author,
since it was published at Venice in 1590 ; but I can find no
convincing evidence that he made use of it.

In 1625 the Rev. Samuel Purchas reprinted the story (with
one short omission) in his famous Purchas His Pilgrimes
(part ii, book x, chap. 6), and a similar compliment has been
paid to it in several other collections of travels, both English
and foreign. A special volume was devoted to the subject in
1899 by Mr. J. Horton Ryley, entitled Ralph Fitch : England’s
Pioneer to India, containing the traveller’s narrative and
letters, together with a number of related documents. Though
Mr. Ryley’s work affords some useful information regarding
the historical setting of Fitch’s journey, it is weak on the
geographical side ; but, apart from this, no excuse is necessary
for repeating in the present work a narrative of such absorbing
interest. The text followed is that given by Hakluyt.

"

IN the yeere of our Lord 1583, I Ralph Fitch of London,
marchant, being desirous to sce the countrcys of the East
India, in the company of M. John Newberie, marchant (which
had beene at Ormus once before), of William Leedes, jeweller,
and James Story, painter, being chiefly set foorth by the



VINVLOdOSHAIN

Qs SH oy
Ealsk]
viSY3d
ot ot
00€ 0¢Z 002 [0G! 00 oS o oS
somg ysibu3 apoag
NVHVYdS!
.
v I S ¥
avasva
uDysDY)
E:! .
se ‘.\\\\‘ .ru& 53
%
o Y3'uDiing yonduy aye
D}IPUDNI
ol '8
zuqoy aqaoIg
AN
e\
N /
0+ (— ’ J \ ~T o+
° 0s St ov







RALPH FITCH, 1583-91 9

right worshipfull Sir Edward Osborne, knight, and M. Richard
Staper, citizens and marchants of London, did ship my selfe
in a ship of London called the T'yger, wherein we went for
Tripolis in Syria; and from thence we tooke the way for
Aleppo, which we went in seven dayes with the carovan.
Being in Aleppo, and finding good company, we went from
thence to Birra, which is two dayes and an halfc travaile with
camcls.
® Birra [Bir, or Birijik] is a little towne, but very plentifull of
victuals ; and necere to the wall of the towne runneth the
river of Euphrates. Here we bought a boate and agreed with
a master and bargemen, for to go to Babylon. These boats
be but for one voiage ; for the strcame doth runne so fast
downewardes that they cannot returne. They carie you to
a towne which they call Felugia [Feluja], and there you sell
the boate for a litle money, for that which cost you fiftie *
at Birra you sell there for seven or eight. From Birra to
Felugia is sixteene dayes journey. It is not good that one
boate goe alone, for if it should chance to breake, you should
have much a doe to save your goods from the Arabians, which
be alwayes there abouts robbing ; and in the night, when
your boates be made fast, it is necessarie that you keepe good
watch, for the Arabians that bee theeves will come swimming
and steale your goods and flee away, against which a gunne is
very good, for they doe feare it very much. In the river of
Euphrates from Birra to Felugia there be certaine places
where you pay custome, so many medines 2 for a some? or
camels lading, and certaine raysons and sope, which is for the
sonnes of Aborise,® which is lord of the Arabians and all that
great desert, and hath some villages upon the river. Felugia,
where you unlade your goods which come from Birra, is a little
village ; from whence you goe to Babylon in a day.

Babylon [Bagdad] is a towne not very great but very
populous, and of great traffike of strangers, for that it is the

1 In copying from Federici, Fitch has omitted the word scquins or
fas the English translation has it) chickens. This was the gold zecchino
of Venice, worth about seven shillings English,

2 A Turkish coin equivalent to about three halfpence.

3 Probably a misprint for *seme’, & load.
¢ Abu Rish. Balbi speaks of him asliving at Anah, on the Euphrates.
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way to Persia, Turkia and Arabia ; and from thence doe goe
carovans for these and other places. Here are great store of
victuals, which come from Armenia downe the river of Tygris.
They are brought upon raftes made of goates skinnes blowne
full of winde and bordes layde upon them ; and thereupon
they lade their goods, which are brought downe to Babylon ;
which being discharged, they open their skinnes, and carry
them backe by camels, to serve another time. Babylon in
times past did belong to the kingdome of Persia, but nowe i§
subject to the Turke. Over against Babylon there is a very
faire village, from whence you passe to Babylon upon a long
bridge made of boats, and tyed to a great chainc of yron,
which is made fast on either side of the river. When any
boates are to passe up or downe the river, they take away
certaine of the boates untill they be past.

The Tower of Babel ! is built on this side the river Tygris,
towardes Arabia from the townc about seven or cight miles ;
which tower is ruinated on all sides, and with the fall thercof
hath made as it were a litle mountaine, so that it hath no shape
at all. It was made of brickes dried in the sonne, and certaine
canes and leaves of the palme trece layed betwixt the brickes.
There is no entrance to be seene to goe into it. It doth stand
upon a great plaine betwixt the rivers of Euphrates and Tygris.

By the river Euphrates, two dayes journey from Babylon,
at a place called Ait [Hit], in a fielde neere unto it, is a strange
thing to sece—a mouth that doth continually throwe foorth
against thc ayre boyling pitch with a filthy smoke ; which
pitch doth runne abroad into a great fielde which is alwayes
full thereof. The Moores say that it is the mouth of hell.
By reason of the great quantitie of it, the men of that countrey
doc pitch their boates two or three inches thicke on the out side,
so that no water doth enter into them. Their boates be called
Danec [danak]. When there is great store of wawer in Tygris,
you may goe from Babylon to Basora in 8 or 9 dayes ; if there
be small store, it will cost you the more dayes.

Basora in times past was under the Arabians, but now is
subject to the Turke. But some of them the Turke cannot

! The reference is evidently to the ruined tower called Akerkuf,
situated in the desert about nine miles west of Bagdad.
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subdue, for that they holde certaine ilandes in the river
Euphrates which the Turke cannot winne of them. They be
theeves all, and have no setled dwelling, but remove from
place to place with their camels, goates, and horses, wives
and children, and all. They have large blew gownes ; their
wives eares and noses are ringed very full of rings of copper
and silver, and they weare rings of copper about their legs.
Basora standeth neere the Gulfe of Persia, and is a towne of
Breat trade of spices and drugges, which come from Ormus.
Also there is great store of wheate, ryce, and dates growing
thereabout, wherewith they serve Babylon and all the countrey,
Ormus, and all the partes of India. I went from Basora to
Ormus downe the Gulfe of Persia in a certaine shippe made of
boordes and sowed together with cayro [coir], which is threede
made of the huske of cococs, and certaine canes or strawe leaves
sowed upon the seames of the bordes ; which is the cause that
they leake very much. And so, having Persia alwayes on the
left hande, and the coast of Arabia on the right hande, we
passed many ilandes, and among others the famous ilande
Baharim [Bahrein], from whence come the best pearles, which
be round and orient.

Ormus is an island in circuit about five and twentie or
thirtie miles, and is the driest island in the world, for there
is nothing growing in it but onely salt ; for their water, wood,
or victuals, and all things necessary come out of Persia,
which is about twelve miles from thence. All the ilands
thereabout be very fruitfull, from whence all kinde of victuals
are sent unto Ormus. The Portugales have a castle here,
which standeth neere unto the sea, wherein there is a Captaine
for the king of Portugale, having under him a convenient
number of souldiers, wherof some part remaine in the castle
and some in the towne. In this towne are marchants of all
nations, and’ many Moores and Gentiles.* Here is very great
trade of all sortes of spices, drugs, silke, cloth of silke, fine
tapestrie of Persia, great store of pearles which come from the
Isle of Baharim, and are the best pearles of all others, and

! This term (from the Portuguese gentio) was usually applied to
Hindus; but in this narrative 1t is employed to denote any non-Muham-
madan Asiatic.
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many horses of Persia, which serve all India. They have a
Moore to their king, which is chosen and governed by the
Portugales. Their women are very strangely attyred, wearing
on their noses, eares, neckes, armes and legges many rings
set with jewels, and lockes of silver and golde in their eares,
and a long barre of golde upon the side of their noses. Their
eares with the weight of their jewels be worne so wide that a
man may thrust three of his fingers into them. Iere very
shortly after our arrivall wee were put in prison, and had part
of our goods taken from us by the Captaine of the castle,
whose name was Don Mathias de Albuquerque ;! and from
hence the cleventh of October he shipped us and sent us for
Goa unto the Viceroy, which at that time was Don Francisco
de Mascarenhas. The shippe wherein we were imbarked for
Goa belonged to the Captaine, and carricd one hundred twentie
and foure horses in it. All marchandise carried to Goa in a
shippe wherein are horses pay no custome in Goa. The horses
pay custome, the goods pay nothing ; but if you come in a
ship which bringeth no horses, you are then to pay eight in the
hundred for your goods.

The first citic of India that we arrived at upon the fift of
November, after we had passed the coast of Zindi [Sind], is
called Diu, which standcth in an iland in the kingdome of
Cambaia, and is the strongest towne that the Portugales have
in those partes. It is but litle, but well stored with marchan-
dise ; for here they lade many great shippes with diverse
commodities for the streits of Mecca, for Ormus, and other
places, and these be shippes of the Moores and of Christians.
But the Moores cannot passe, except they have a passeport
from the Portugales. Cambaietta [Khambayat or Cambay]
is the chiefe citie of that province, which is great and very
populous, and fairely builded for a townc of the Gentiles ;
but if there happen any famine, the people will sell their
children for very little. The last king of Cambaia was Sultan
Badu,? which was killed at the sicge of Diu, and shortly after

1 Captain of Ormus 1583-6, and afterwards (1591-7) Viceroy at Goa.

2 Sultan Bahadur, murdered by the Portuguese in 1537. The reference
to the conquest of Gujarat is an inaccurate version of Federici’s account.

The ¢ Great Mogor ’ (o grio Mogor) was the Portuguese way of describing
the Mughal Emperor.



RALPH FITCH, 1583-91 18

his citie was taken by the Great Mogor, which is the king of
Agra and of Delli, which are fortie dayes journey from the
country of Cambaia. Here the women weare upon their
armes infinite numbers of rings made of clephants tecth,
wherein they take so much delight that they had rather be
without their meate then without their bracelets. Going
from Diu, we come to Daman, the second towne of the Portu-
gales in the countrey of Cambaia, which is distant from Diu
fortie leagues. Here is no trade but of corne and rice. They
have many villages under them which they quietly possesse
in time of peace, but in time of warre the enemie is maister of
them. From thence we passed by Basaim [Bassein], and from
Basaim to Tana [Thana], at both which places is small trade
but only of corne and rice. The tenth of November we arrived
at Chaul, which standcth in the firme land. There be two
townes, the onc belonging to the Portugales and the other
to the Moores. That of the Portucales is neerest to the sea,
and commaundeth the bay, and is walled round about. A
little above that is the towne of the Moores, which is
governed by a Moore king called Xa-Maluco.!® Here is
great traffike for all sortes of spices and drugges, silke,
and cloth of silke, sandales [sandalwood], elephants teeth,
and much China worke, and much sugar which is made of the
nutte called Gagara.? The tree is called the palmer [Port.
palmeiro], which is the profitablest tree in the worlde. It
doth alwayes bearc fruit, and doth yeeld wine, oyle, sugar,
vineger, cordes, coles ; of the leaves are made thatch for the
houses, sayles for shippes, mats to sit or lie on ; of the branches
they make their houses, and broomes to sweepe ; of the tree
wood for shippes. The wine doeth issue out of the toppe of
the tree. They cut a branch of a bowe and binde it hard, and
hange an earthen pot upon it, which they emptie every
morning and every evening, and still it and put in certaine

1 The Portuguese name for the Kings of Ahmadnagar was ¢ Nizama-
luco’, i. e. Nizim-ul-Mulk. Federici missed the first (unaccented)
syllable, and wrote ¢ Zamalucco ’ ; while Fitch, in copying him, gave the
term a further twist.

2 Jagra or palm-sugar. Fitch has here misunderstood Federici ;

but both are wrong in saying that the sugar is made from the coco-nut
instead of from the sap extracted from the stem of the tree.
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dried raysins, and it becommeth very strong wine in short
time. Hither many shippes come from all partes of India,
Ormus, and many from Mecca ; heerec be manie Moores and
Gentiles. They have a very strange order among them. They
worshippe a cowe, and esteeme much of the cowes doung to
paint the walles of their houses. They will kill nothing, not
so much as a louse ; for they holde it a sinne to kill any thing.
They eate no flesh, but live by rootes and ryce and milke.
And when the husbande dieth, his wife is burned with him, if
shee be alive ; if shee will not, her head is shaven, and then
is never any account made of her after. They say if they
should be buried, it were a great sinne, for of their bodics there
would come many wormes and other vermine, and when their
bodics were consumed, those wormes would lacke sustenance,
which were a sinne; therefore they will be burned. In
Cambaia they will kill nothing, nor have any thing killed ;
in the towne they have hospitals to kecpe lame dogs and cats,
and for birds. They will give meat to the ants.

Goa is the most principal citie which the Portugals have
in India, wherin the Viceroy remaineth with his court. It
standeth in an iland, which may be 25 or 30 miles about.
It is a fine citie, and for an Indian towne very faire. The iland
is very faire, full of orchards and gardens, and many palmer
trees, and hath some villages. Here bee many marchants of
all nations. And the flecte which commeth every ycere from
Portugal, which be foure, five, or sixe great shippes, commeth
first hither. And they come for the most part in September,
and remaine there fortic or fiftie dayes; and then goe to
Cochin, where they lade their pepper for Portugall. Often-
times they lade one in Goa ; the rest goe to Cochin, which is
from Goa an hundred leagues southward. Goa standeth in the
countrey of Hidalcan,! who lieth in the countrey sixe or seven
dayes journey. His chiefe citie is called Bisapor. At our
comming we were cast into the prison, and examined before
the Justice and demanded for letters, and were charged to he
spies, but they could proove nothing by us. We continued in
prison untill the two and twentie of December, and then we
were set at libertie, putting in sureties for two thousand

1 Adil Khan (Adil 8hah), i. e. the King of Bijapur (‘ Bisapor ’).



RALPH FITCH, 1583-91 15

duckats not to depart the towne; which sureties Father
Stevens, an English Jesuite which we found there, and another
religious man, a friend of his, procured for us. Our sureties
name was Andreas Taborer, to whom we paid 2,150 duckats,
and still he demaunded more : whereupon we made sute to
the Viceroy and Justice to have our money againe, considering
that they had had it in their hands ncere five moneths and
could proove nothing against us. The Viceroy made us a very
sharpe answere, and sayd wee should be better sifted before
it were long, and that they had further matter against us.
Whereupon we presently determined rather to seeke our
liberties, then to bee in danger for ever to be slaves in the
country, for it was told us we should have the strapado.!
Wherupon presently, the fift day of April 1585 2 in the morning,
we ranne from thence. And being set over the river, we went
two dayes on foote, not without fcare, not knowing the way
nor having any guide, for we durst trust none. One of the
first townes which we came unto is called Bellergan [Belgaum],
where there is a great market kept of diamants, rubies, saphires,
and many other soft stones. From Bellergan we went to
Bisapor, which is a very great towne where the king doeth
keepe his court. Hee hath many Gentiles in his court, and
they bee great idolaters. And they have their idols standing
in the woods, which they call Pagodes.3 Some bee like a cowe,
some like a monkie, some like buffles, some like peacockes,
and some like the devill. Here be very many elephants which
they goe to warre withall. Here they have good store of gold
and silver. Their houses are of stone, very faire and high.
From hence wee went for Gulconda, the king whereof is called
Cutup de lashach.* Here and in the kingdome of Hidalcan,
and in the countrey of the king of Decan [Ahmadnagar], bee
the diamants found of the olde water. It is a very faire

1 A punishment in which the offender was hoisted by a rope and then
allowed to fall a considerable distance, thus jerking him violently.

2 Probably 1584 (see p. 3).

3 Pagode or Pagoda had in India three meanings : (1) an idol, (2) the
temple in which it stood, (3) a coin, so called from the figure of a god
impressed upon it.

4 Kutb Shah, the title of the kings of Golconda. The city of Golconda,
situated about five miles west of Hyderabad, is now in ruins.
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towne, pleasant, with faire houses of bricke and timber. It
aboundeth with great store of fruites and fresh water. Here
the men and the women do go with a cloth bound about their
middles, without any morc apparell. We found it here very
hote. The winter beginneth here about the last of May. In
these partes is a porte or haven called Masulipatan, which
standeth eight dayes journey from hence toward the Gulfe of
Bengala, whether come many shippes out of India,* Pegu, and
Sumatra, very richly laden with pepper, spices, and other
commodities. The countrie is very good and fruitfull.

From thence [i.e. from Golconda] I went to Servidore,
which is a fine countrey, and the king is called the King of
Bread.2 The houses here bee all thatched and made of lome.
Here be many Moores and Gentiles, but there is small religion
among them. From thence I went to Bellapore,® and so to
Barrampore,® which is in the country of Zelabdim Echebar
[Jaldluddin Akbar]. In this place their moncy is made of a
kind of silver, round and thicke, to the valuc of twentie pence,
which is very good silver. It is marveilous great and a popu-
lous countrey. In their winter, which is in June, July, and
August, there is no passing in the streetes but with horses, the
waters be so high. The houses are made of lome and thatched.
Here is great store of cotton cloth made, and painted clothes
of cotton wooll. Here groweth great store of corne and rice.
We found mariages great store, both in townes and villages
in many places where wee passed, of boyes of eight or ten
yeeres, and girles of five or six yeeres old. They both do ride
upon onc horse very trimly decked, and are caried through the
towne with great piping and playing, and so rcturne home
and eate of a banket made of rice and fruits, and therc they
daunce the most part of the night, and so make an ende of
the marriage. They lie not together untill they be ten yeeres
old. They say they marry their children so yoong, because

1 Here, and in certain other passages, Portuguese India appears to be
meant.

2 Possibly Fitch meant Tarid, the family name of the dynasty of
Bidar, then an independent state. ° Servidore ’ may be a confused form
of Bidar, the capital, situated about 70 miles NW. of Golconda.

3 Balapur, in Akola district, Berar.

4 Burhanpur, on the Tapti, capital of Khandesh.
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it is an order that, when the man dieth, the woman must be
burned with him ; so that if the father die, yct they may have
a father in lawe to helpe to bring up the children which bee
maried ; and also that they will not leave their sonnes without
wives, nor their daughters without husbands. From thence
we went to Mandoway,! which is a very strong towne. It was
besieged twelve yeeres by Zelabdim Echebar before hee
could winne it. It standeth upon a very great high rocke, as
the most part of their castles doe, and was of a very great
circuite. From hence wee went to Ugini [Ujjain] and Ser-
ringe [Sironj], where wee overtooke the ambassadour? of
Zelabdim Echebar with a marveilous great company of men,
elephants, and camels. Here is great trade of cotton and cloth
made of cotton, and great store of drugs. From thence we
went to Agra, passing many rivers, which by reason of the
rainec were so swollen that wee waded and swamme oftentimes
for our lives.

Agra is a very great citie and populous, built with stone,
having faire and large strcetes, with a faire river running by
it, which falleth into the Gulfe of Bengala. It hath a faire
castle and a strong, with a very faire ditch. Here bee many
Moores and Gentiles. The king is called Zelabdim Echebar ;
the people for the most part call him the Great Mogor. From
thence we went for Fatepore [Fatehpur Sikri], which is the
place where the king kept his court. The towne is greater then
Agra, but the houses and strectes be not so faire. Here dwell
many people, both Moores and Gentiles. The king hath in
Agra and Fatepore (as they doe credibly report) 1,000 elephants,
thirtie thousand horses, 1,400 tame deere, 800 concubines :
such store of ounces,? tigers, buffles, cocks, and haukes, that
is very strange to sce. He keepeth a great court, which they
call Dericcan* Agra and Fatepore are two very great cities,

1 Mandu, in Dhar state, about thirty miles SW. of Mhow. The
story of the siege is mythical.

3 Presumably this was Abdullah Khian, who was sent by Akbar
to Goa in 1582 (see Mr. Vincent Smith’s Akbar, p. 205). This might have
settled the question of the year, but unfortunately the date of the
ambassador’s return to court is not on record.

% Cheetahs (hunting leopards).

* Persian darikhana, 8’ palace.
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cither of them much greater then London and very populous.
Betwcene Agra and Fatepore are 12 miles,! and all the way is
a market of victuals and other things, as full as though a man
were still in a towne, and so many people as if a man were in
a market. They have many fine cartes, and many of them
carved and gilded with gold, with two wheeles, which be
drawen with two litle buls about the bignesse of our great
dogs in England, and they will runne with any horse, and carie
two or three men in one of these cartes ; they are covered with
silke or very fine cloth, and be used here as our coches be in
England. Hither is great resort of marchants from Persia
and out of India, and very much marchandise of silke and
cloth, and of precious stones, both rubies, diamants, and
pearles The king is apparelled in a white cabie [i. e. a muslin
tunic] made like a shirt tied with strings on the one side, and
a litle cloth on his head coloured oftentimes with red or yealow.
None come into his house but his eunuches which kecpe his
women. Here in Fatepore we staied all three untill the 28 of
September 15852 and then Master John Newberic tooke his
journcy toward the citic of Lahor, determining from thence
to goe for Persia and then for Aleppo or Constantinople
(whether hee could get soonest passage unto) ; and directed
me to goe for Bengala and for Pegu, and did promise me, if it
pleased God, to meete me in Bengala within two yeeres with
a shippe out of England. I left William Leades the jeweller in
service with the king Zclabdim Echebar in Fatepore, who did
entertaine him very well, and gave him an house and five
slaves, an horse, and every day sixe S.S. [shillings] in money.

I went from Agra to Satagam 2 in Bengala, in the companie
of one hundred and fourescore boates laden with salt, opium,
hinge [asafetida : Hindustani htng], lead, carpets, and divers
other commoditics, downe the river Jemena. The chiefe
marchants are Moores and Gentiles. In these countries they
have many strange ceremonies. The Bramanes, which are

! Really twenty-three miles; but Fitch is probably reckoning by the
Indian kos, each of which is 1} or 2 miles.

? See p. 3 for a suggestion that this was probably 1584.

* Satgaon, on a creek which entered the Higli river just above the

town of Hiigli. It was the silting up of this creek which transferred the
trade to the latter place, called by the Portuguese Porto Pigueno.
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their priests, come to the water and have a string about their
necks made with great ceremonics, and lade up water with
both their hands, and turnc the string first with both their
hands within, and thcn one arme after the other out. Though
it be never so cold, they will wash themselves in cold water or
in warme. These Gentiles will cate no flesh nor kill any thing.
They live with rice, butter, milke, and fruits. They pray in
the water naked, and dresse their meat and eate it naked, and

° . . .
for their penance they lie flat upon the earth, and rise up and
turnc themselves about 30 or 40 times, and use to heave up
their hands to the sunne, and to kisse the earth, with their
armes and legs stretched along out, and their right lcg alwayes
beforc the left. Every time they lic downe, they make a score
on the ground with their finger, to know when their stint is
finished. The Bramanes marke themselves in the foreheads,
carcs, and throates with a kind of yellow geare which they
grind, and every morning they do it. And they have some
old men which go in the strcetes with a boxe of ycllow pouder,
and marke men on their heads and necks as they meet them.
And their wives do come by 10, 20, and 30 together to the
water side singing, and there do wash themselves, and then
use their ceremonics, and marke themselves in their foreheds
and faces, and cary some with them, and so depart singing.
Their daughters be maried at or before the age of 10 yercs.
The men may have 7 wives. They be a kind of craftic people,
worse then the Jewes. When they salute one another, they
heave up their hands to their heads, and say Rame, Rame
[Ram].

From Agra I came to Prage [Prayaga, now Allahabad],
where the river Jemena entreth into the mightie river Ganges,
and Jemena looseth his name. Ganges commeth out of the
northwest, and runneth east into the Gulfe of Bengala. In
thosc parts there are many tigers and many partriges and
turtle-doves, and much other foule. Here be many bcggers
in these countries which goe naked, and the people make great
account of them ; they call them Schesche.! Here I sawe one
which was a monster among the rcst. He would Lave nothing
upon him ; his beard was very long ; and with the baire of his

1 Possibly, as Dr. Thomas suggests, the Sanskrit shishya, a disciple.

c2
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head he covered his privities. The nailes of some of his fingers
were two inches long, for he would cut nothing from him ;
neither would he speake. He was accompanied with eight or
tenne, and they spake for him. When any man spake to him,
he would lay his hand upon his brest and bowe himselfe, but
would not specake. Hcee would not speake to the king. We
went from Prage downe Ganges, the which is here very broad.
Here is great store of fish of sundry sorts, and of wild foule, gs
of swannes, geese, cranes, and many other things. The
countrey is very fruitfull and populous. The men for the
most part have their faces shaven, and their heads very long,
except some which bee all shaven save the crowne ; and some
of them are as though a man should set a dish on their heads
and shave them round, all but the crowne. In this river of
Ganges are many ilands. His water is very swcete and
pleasant, and the countrey adjoyning very fruitfull. From
thence wee went to Bannaras [Benares], which is a great
towne, and great store of cloth is made there of cotton, and
shashes [turban-clothes] for the Moores. In this place they
be all Gentiles, and be the greatest idolaters that ever I sawe.
To this towne come the Gentiles on pilgrimage out of farre
countreys. Here alongst the waters side bee very many faire
houscs, and in all of them, or for the most part, they have
their images standing, which be evill favoured, made of stone
and wood, some like lions, leopards, and monkeis ; some like
men and women, and pecocks ; and some like the devil with
foure armes and 4 hands. They sit crosse legged, some with
one thing in their hands, and some another. And by breake
of day and before, there are men and women which come out
of the towne and wash themselves in Ganges. And there are
divers old men which upon places of earth made for the purpose,
sit praying, and they give the people three or foure strawes,
which they take and hold them betweene their fingers when
they wash themselves ; and some sit to marke them in the fore-
heads, and they have in a cloth a litle rice, barlie, or money,
which, when they have washed themselves, they give to the
old men which sit there praying. Afterwards they go to divers
of their images, and give them of their sacrifices. And when
they give, the old men say certaine prayers, and then is all
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holy. And in divers places there standeth a kind of image
which in their language they call Ada ; and they have divers
great stones carved, wherecon they poure water, and throw
thereupon some rice, wheate, barly, and some other things.
This Ada hath foure hands with clawes, Morcover, they have
a great place made of stone like to a well, with steppes to goe
downe ; wherein the water standeth very foule and stinketh,
for the great quantitie of flowers, which continually they
throwe into it, doe make it stinke. There be alwayes many
people in it ; for they say when they wash themselves in it,
that their sinnes be forgiven them, because God, as they say,
did washe himselfe in that place. They gather up the sand in
the bottome of it, and say it is holy. They never pray but in
the water, and they wash themsclves overhead, and lade up
water with both their handes, and turne themsclves about,
and then they drinke a litle of the water three times, and so
goce to their gods which stand in those houses. Some of them
will wash a place which is their length, and then will pray
upon the ecarth with their armes and legs at length out, and
will rise up and lic downe, and kisse the ground twentie or
thirtie times, but they will not stirre their right foote. And
some of them will make their cercmonies with fiftecne or
sixteene pots litle and great, and ring a litle bel when they
make their mixtures tenne or twelve times ; and they make a
circle of water round about their pots and pray, and divers
sit by them, and one that reacheth them their pots ; and they
say divers things over their pots many times, and when they
have done, they goc to their gods and strowe their sacrifices,
which they thinke arc very holy, and marke many of them
which sit by in the forcheads, which they take as a great gift.
Therc come fiftic and somctime an hundred together, to wash
them in this well, and to offer to these idols. They have in
some of these houses their idoles standing, and one sitteth by
them in warme weatherwith afannc to blowe winde upon them.
And when they sec any company comming, they ring a litle
bell which hangeth by them, and many give them their almes,
but especially those which come out of the countrcy. Many
of them are blacke and have clawes of brasse with long nayles,
and some ride upon peacockes and other foules which be evill
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favoured, with long haukes bils, and some like one thing and
some another, but nonc with a good face. Among the rest
there is one which they make great account of ; for they say
hee giveth them all things both foode and apparell, and one
sitteth alwayes by him with a fanne to make wind towards him.

Here some bee burned to ashes, some scorched in the fire
and throwen into the water, and dogges and foxes doe presently
cate them. The wives here doe burne with their husbands
when they die ; if they will not, their heads be shaven, and
never any account is madc of them afterwards. The people
goe all naked save a litle cloth bound about their middle.
Their women have their necks, armes and eares decked with
rings of silver, copper, tinne, and with ronnd hoopes made
of ivorie, adorned with amber stones and with many agats,
and they are marked with a great spot of red in their fore-
heads and a stroke of red up to the erowne, and so it runneth
three maner of wayes. In their winter, which is our May, the
men weare quilted gownes of cotton like to our mattraces
and quilted caps like Lo our great grocers morters, with a slit
to looke out at, and so tied downe beneath their cares. If a
man or woman be sicke and like to die, they will lay him before
their idols all night, and that shall helpe him or make an ende
of him. And if he do not mend that night, his fricnds will
come and sit with him a litle and cry, and afterwards will cary
him to the waters side and sct him upon a litle raft made of
reeds, and so let him goe downe the river. When they be
maried, the man and the woman come to tlic water side, and
there is an olde man which they call a Bramane (that is,
a priest), a cowe, and a calfe, or a cowe with calfe. Then the
man and the woman, cowe and calfe, and the olde man goe
into the water together, and they give the olde man a white
cloth of fourc yards long, and a basket crosse bound with
divers things in it ; the cloth hee laieth upon the backe of the
cowe, and then he taketh the cowe by the ende of the taile,
and saith certaine wordes ; and she hath a copper or a brasse
pot full of water, and the man doeth hold his hand by the olde
mans hand, and the wives hand by her husbands, and all have
the cowe by the taile, and they poure water out of the pot
upon the cowes taile, and it runneth through all their hands,
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and they lade up water with their handes, and then the olde
man doeth tie him and her together by their clothes. Which
done, they goe round about the cowe and calfe, and then they
give somewhat to the poore which be alwayes there, and to
the Bramane or priest they give the cowe and calfe, and
afterward goe to divers of their idoles and offer money, and
lie downe flat upon the ground and kisse it divers times, and
Jhen goe their way. Their chicfe idoles bee blacke and evill
favoured, their mouthes monstrous, their cares gilded, and
full of jewels, their teeth and eyes of gold, silver, and glasse,
some having one thing in their handes and some another. You
may not come into the houses where they stand with your
shooes on. They have continually lampes burning before
them.

From Bannaras I went to Patenaw [Patna] downe the river
of Ganges ; where in the way we passed many faire townes,
and a countrey very fruitfull ; and many very great rivers
doe enter into Ganges, and some of them as great as Ganges,
which cause Ganges to bee of a great breadth, and so broad
that in the time of raine you cannot sec from one side to the
other. These Indians when they bee scorched ! and throwen
into the water, the men swimme with their faces downewards,
the women with their faces upwards. I thought they tied
something to them to cause them to doe so : but they say no.
There be very many thieves in this countrcy, which be like
to the Arabians, for they have no certaine abode, but are
sometime in one place and sometime in another. Here the
women bee so decked with silver and copper that it is strange
to scc ; they use no shooes by reason of the rings of silver and
copper which they weare on their toes. Here at Patanaw they
finde gold in this maner : they digge deepe pits in the earth,
and washe the earth in great bolles, and therein they finde
the gold, and they make~the pits round about with bricke,
that the earth fall not in. Patenaw is a very long and a great
towne. In times past it was a kingdom, but now it is under
Zelabdim Echcbar, the Great Mogor. The men are tall and
slender, and have many old folks among them ; the houses
are simple, made of earth and covered with strawe; the

1 He is speaking of corpses partly burnt.
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streetes are very large. 1In this towne there is a trade of cotton
and cloth of cotton, much sugar, which they cary from hence
to Bengala and India, very much opium and other commo-
dities. He that is chiefe here under the king is called Tipperdas
[Tripura Dis], and is of grcat account among the people.
Here in Patenau I saw a dissembling prophet which satc upon
an horse in the market place, and made as though he slept,
and many of the people came and touched his fcete with their
hands, and then kissed their hands. They tooke him for a
great man, but sure he was a lasie lubber. I left him there
sleeping. The people of these countries be much given to
such prating and dissembling hypocrites.

From Patanaw I went to Tanda,! which is in the land of
Gouren [Gaur]. It hath in times past bene a kingdom, but
now is subdued by Zelabdim Echebar. Great trade and
traflique is here of cotton and of cloth of cotton. The people
goe naked, with a litle cloth bound about their waste. It
standeth in the countrey of Bengala. Herc be many tigers,
wild bufs, and great store of wilde foule : they arc very great
idolaters. Tanda standeth from the river Ganges a league,
bzcause in times past the river, flowing over the bankes, in
time of rainc did drowne the countrey and many villages, and
50 they do remaine. And the old way which the river Ganges
was woont to run remaineth dric, which is the occasion that
the citie docth stand so farre from the water. From Agra
downe the river Jemena, and downe the river Ganges, I was
five moneths comming to Bengala ; but it may be sailed in
much shorter time.

I went from Bengala into the country of Couche,? which

! Tanda, in Malda district, became the capital of Bengal upon the
decadence of the neighbouring city of Gaur. The old town has been
swept away entirely by changes in the course of the Pagla river.

? Fitch’s visit to Kuch Bihar 1s a most interesting incident, and 1t 18
much to be deplored that his account of the country is so meagre.
¢ Suckel Counse ’, i. e. ¢ the White (Sanskrit sukal) Koch ’ (or Kuch), was
perhaps used as one of the titles of the sovereign, though 1t should be
noted that Sir Edward Gait, in his History of Assam (p. 59), is disposed
to regard it as equivalent to Sukladhvaj, a title borne by Silarai, the
famous brother of King Nar Nardyan ; there is, however, the difficulty

that Silarai had died a few years before Fitch’s arrival. The statements
about the propinquity of Cochin China and the importation of pepper
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lieth 25 dayes journy northwards from Tanda. The king is
a Gentile ; his name is Suckel Counse. His countrey is great,
and lieth not far from Cauchin China ; for they say thcy have
pepper from thence. The port is called Cacchegate. All the
countrie is set with bambos or canes made sharpe at both the
endes and driven into the earth, and they can lct in the water
and drowne the ground above knce deepe, so that men nor
horses can passe. They poison all the waters if any wars be.
Here they have much silke and muske, and cloth made of
cotton. The people have eares which be marveilous great of
a span long, which they draw out in length by devises when
they be yong. Here they be all Gentiles, and they will kil
nothing. They have hospitals for sheepe, goates, dogs, cats,
birds, and for all other living creaturcs. When they be old
and lame, they keepe them until they die. If a man catch or
buy any quicke thing in other places and bring it thither,
they wil give him mony for it or other victuals, and keepe it
in their hospitals or let it go. They wil give meat to the ants.
Their smal mony is almonds, which oftentimes they use to cat.

From thence I returned to ITugeli, which is the place where
the Portugals kecp in the country of Bengala ; which standeth
in 28 degrees of northerly latitude, and standeth a leaguc from
Satagan ; they cal it Porto Piqueno. We went through the
wildernes, because the right way was full of thieves ; where
we passed the countrey of Gouren, where we found but few
villages, but almost all wildernes, and saw many buffes, swine
and decre, grasse longer then a man, and very many tigers.
Not far from Porto Piqueno south-westward, standeth an
haven which is called Angeli,! in the countrey of Orixa. It
trom thence must be based on some misunderstanding. ¢ Cacchegate ’,
according to information kindly furnished by Sir Edward Gait, was
the tract of country on the north of Kuch Bihir forming the castern
portion of the present district of Jalpaigiiri. The name (Chechakhata)
18 st1ll borne by a taluk 1n that region, near the town of Alipur Duar.

Fitch’s object 1n going in this direction was probably to make inquiries
into the trade with China by way of Tibet (see Cuthay and the Way
Thather, 2nd ed., vol. iv, p. 176).

* Hijili, on the west side of the Hiigh river, at thc mouth of the
Rasulpur river. It was for a long time a place of importance, as cargoes

were landed there for transport up the Hugli, but was gradually washed
away,
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was a kingdom of it selfe, and the king was a great friend to
strangers. Afterwards it was taken by the king of Patan,!
which was their neighbour, but he did not enjoy it long, but
was taken by Zelabdim Echebar, which is king of Agra, Delli,
and Cambaia. Orixa standeth 6 daies journcy from Satagan,
southwestward. In this place is very much rice, and cloth
made of cotton, and great store of cloth which is madc of
grasse, which they call Yerva 2 ; it is like a silke. They make
good cloth of it, which they send for India ? and divers other
places. To this haven of Angeli come every yerc many ships
out of India, Negapatan, Sumatra, Malacca, and divers other
places ; and lade from thence great store of rice, and much
cloth of cotton wooll, much sugar, and long pepper, great
store of butter, and other victuals for India. Satagam is a
faire citie for a citie of the Moores, and very plentifull of all
things. Here in Bengala they have every day in one place
or other a great market which they call Chandeau, and they
have many great boats which they cal pericose,* wherewithall
they go from place to place and buy ricc and many other
things ; these boates have 24 or 26 oarcs to rowe them;
they be great of burthen, but have no coverture. Here the
Gentiles have the water of Ganges in great estimation, for
having good water neere them, yet they will fetch the water
of Ganges a great way off, and if they have not sulficient to
drinke, they will sprinkle a litle on them, and then they thinke
themselves well. From Satagam I travelled by the countrey
of the king of Tippara or Porto Grande, with whom the
Mogores or Mogcn have almost continuall warres. The Mogen
which be of the kingdom of Recon and Rame be stronger then
the king of Tippara, so that Chatigan or Porto Grande is
oftentimes under the king of Recon’®

! The Pathan or Afghan kings of Bengal. Orissa was conquered by
one of them in 1568, and seven years later became part of Akbar’s ter-
ritories, though it was not definitely subjugated until 1592.

? Herba cloth, made from rhea or some similar fibre.

¥ See note 1 on p. 16.

* The * porgos’ or ‘ purgoos’ of later writers. The word is possibly
& corruption of the Port. barca.

® Porto Grand was the Portugucse name for Chittagong. ° Tippara’

was a kingdom now represented by the small state of Hill Tippera. The
‘Mogen ’ were the ‘ Mugs’ of to-day, belonging to the western part of
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There is a countiry 4 daies journie from Couche or Quicheu
before mentioned, which is called Bottanter! and the citie
Bottia, the king is called Dermain ; the people whereof are
very tall and strong, and there are marchants which come
out of China, and they say out of Muscovia or Tartarie. And
they come to buy muske, cambals? agats, silke, pepper, and
saffron like the saffron of Persia. The countrey is very great,
3 moncths journey. There are very high mountains in this
countrey, and one of them so stecp that when a man is 6 daies
journcy off it, he may see it perfectly. Upon these mountains
ave people which have eares of a spanne long ; if their eares
be not long, they call them apes. They say that when they be
upon the mountaines, they see ships in the sea sayling to and
fro; but they know not from whence they come, nor whether
they go. There are marchants which come out of the East,
they say, from under the sunne, which is from China, which
have no beards, and they say there it is something warme.
But those which come from the other side of the mountains,
which is from the north, say there it is very cold. These
northren merchants are apparelled with woollen cloth and
hats, white hosen close, and bootes which be of Moscovia or
Tartarie. They report that in their countrey they have very
good horses, but they be litle ; some men have foure, five, or
sixe hundred horses and kinc ; they live with milke and fleshe.
They cut the tailes of their kine, and scll them very deere,
for they bee in great request, and much esteemed in those
partes. The haire of them is a yard long, the rumpe is above
a spanne long ; they use to hang them for braveric upon the
heades of their elephants ; they bee much used in Pegu and
China. They buie and sell by scores upon the ground. The
people be very swift on foote.

From Chatigan in Bengala, I came to Bacola?®; the king
Arakan (Fitch’s ‘ Recon’). ‘Rame’ is supposed to have been the country
?uzu:l t1:he present village of Ramu in the southern part of Chittagong

18trict.

1 Bhutian. There is no town in it which can be identified as ¢ Bottia ’,
though the people are known as Bhotias. ‘ Dermain’ probably represents
the Dharma Raja, the spiritual head of the kingdom.

* Blankets or coarse woollen clothes (Sanskrit kambala).

3 Bakla was the old name of much of the present district of Bakarganj,
in Eastern Bengal. No town is known of that name, but Mr. H. Beve-
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whereof is a Gentile, a man very well disposed and delighteth
much to shoot in a gun. His countrey is very great and
fruitful and hath store of rice, much cotton cloth, and cloth
of silke. The houses be very faire and high builded, the
streetes large, the people naked, cxcept a litle cloth about their
waste. The women weare great store of silver hoopes about
their neckes and armes, and their legs are ringed with silver
and copper, and rings made of clephants teeth.

From Bacola I went to Serrepore which standeth upon
the river of Ganges. The king is called Chondery.! They be all
hereabout rebels against their king Zclabdim Echebar ; for
here are so many rivers and ilands, that they flee from one
to another, whereby his horsemen cannot prevaile against
them. Great store of cotton cloth is made here.

Sinnergan ? is a towne sixe leagucs from Serreporc, wherc
there is the best and finest cloth made of cotton that is in all
India. The chicfe king of all these countrics is called Isacan,
and he is chiefe of all the other kings, and is a great friecnd
to all Christians. The houscs here, as they be in the most part
of India, are very litle, and covered with strawe, and have
a fewe mats round about the wals, and the doore to keepe out
the tygers and the foxes. Many of the people are very rich,
Here they will eatc no flesh, nor kill no beast ; they live of
rice, milke, and fruits. They goe with a litle cloth before
them, and all the rest of their bodics is naked. Great store
of cotton cloth gocth from hence, and much rice, wherewith
they serve all India, Ceilon, Pegu, Malacca, Sumatra, and
many other places.

I went from Scrrepore the 28 of November 1586 for Pegu,
in a small ship or foist of onc Albert Caravallos. And so
ridge, in his manual of the district, suggests that Fitch is referring to the
old capital, Kachua, on the west bank of the Titulia river, about twenty-
five miles south-east of Barisal.

! Chand Rai, a petty chief whose head-quarters were at Sripur, near
Rajabari, at the confluence of the Meghna and the Padma. The latter
river has long since washed away Sripur.

* Sonargion, the capital of Eastern Bengal, 1351-1608, situated fifteen
miles east of Dacca. Isi Khan was an Afghan chicf of Khizrpur, near
Narayanganj in Dacca district, who became lcader of the Afghins
throughout Eastern Bengal and at one time ruled over a large tract of
country.
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passing downe Ganges, and passing by the island of Sundiva,!
Porto Grande, or the countrie of Tippera, the kingdom of
Recon and Mogen, leaving them on our left side with a faire
wind at northwest, our course was south and by east, which
brought us to the barrc of Negrais in Pegu. If any contrary
wind had come, we had throwen many of our things over-
boord, for we were so pestered with people and goods that
there was scant place to lie in. From Bengala to Pegu is
90 leagues. We entred the barre of Negrais, which is a brave
barrc and hath 4 fadomes water where it hath least. Three
dayes after we came to Cosmin,? which is a very pretie towne,
and standeth very plcasantly, very well furnished with all
things. The pcople be very tall and well disposed; the
women white, round faced, with litle cies. The houses are
high built, set upon great high postes, and they go up to
them with long ladders for feare of the tygers, which be very
many. The countrey is very fruitful of all things. Here are
very great figs, orenges, cococes, and other fruits. The land is
very high that we fall withall; but after we be entred the
barre, it is very lowe and full of rivers, for they goe all too and
fro in boates, which they call paroes,® and keepe their houses
with wife and children in them.

From the barre of Nigrais to the citie of Pegu is ten dayes
journey by the rivers. Wee went from Cosmin to Pegu in
paroes or boates ; and passing up the rivers wec came to
Medon, which is a prety towne, where there be a wonderfull
number of paroes, for they keepe their houses and their
markets in them all upon the water. They rowe too and fro,
and have all their marchandizes in their boates with a great
sombrero ¢ or shadow over their heads to keepe the sunne
from them, which is as broad as a great cart wheele made of
the leaves of the coco trees and fig trees, and is very light.

From Medon we went to Dela,® which is a very faire towne,

1 The island of Sandwip, off the coast of Chittagong district.

* Kusima, the Bassein of to-day, in the Irrawaddy delta.

3 Port. pardo, from an Indian word meaning a boat.

¢ Port. sumbreiro, an umbrella.

& * Medon’ cannot ke identified. ‘Dela’ or ‘ Dala’ was the name

of a large district to the west of Rangoon, and it is still applied to the
part of the city which lies across the river. Fitch, however, is referring
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and hath a faire port into the sca, from whence go many ships
to Malacca, Mecca, and many other places. Here are 18 or 20
very great and long houses, where they tame and keep many
elephants of the kings ; for there about in the wilderncsse they
catch the wilde elephants. It is a very fruitfull countrey.
From Dela we went to Cirion,! which is a good towne, and hath
a faire porte into the sea, whither come many ships from
Mecca, Malacca, Sumatra, and from divers other places. And
there the ships staie and discharge, and send up their goods
in paroes to Pegu. From Cirion we went to Macao,? which is
a pretie towne ; where we left our boats or parocs, and in the
morning taking Delingeges,® which are a kind of coches made
of cords and cloth quilted, and caricd upon a stang [i. c. a pole]
betweene 8 or 4 men, we came to Pegu the same day.

Pegu is a citie very great, strong, and very faire, with wallcs
of stone, and great ditches round about it. There arc two
townes, the old towne and the newe. In the olde towne arc
all the marchants strangers, and very many marchants of the
countrey. All the goods are sold in the olde towne, which is
very great, and hath many suburbes round about it, and all
the houses arc madc of canes which they call bambos, and bee
covered with strawe. In your house you have a warehouse
which they call Godon [godown], which is made of bricke to
put your goods in; for oftentimes they take fire and burne
in an houre foure or five hundred houses, so that, if the
Godon were not, you should bee in danger to have all burned,
if any winde should rise, at a trice. In the newe towne is the
king, and all his nobilitie and gentrie. It is a citic very great
and populous, and is made square and with very faire walles,
and a great ditch round about it full of water, with many
crocodiles in it ; it hath twenty gates, and they bee made of
stone, for every square five gates. There are also many turrets

to the old capital of the district, now called T'wanto, situated at the head
of a creek, about sixteen miles south-west of Rangoon.

1 Syriam, on the Pegu river, about ten miles east of Rangoon.

? Federici says that this place was about twelve miles from Pegu. Yule
suggests its identification with the pagoda of Mahkau (Mzsswon to Ava,
p-211n).

* Talaing (i. e. Peguan) dalin, a litter. I have to thank Mr. C. O. Blag-
den and Sir Richard Temple for explaining these Talaing words.
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for centinels to watch, made of wood, and gilded with golde
very faire. The streets are the fairest that ever I saw, as
straight as a line from one gate to the other, and so broad
that tenne or twelve men may ride a front thorow them.
On both sides of them at every mans doore is set a palmer
tree, which is the nut tree ; which make a very faire shew
and a very commodious shadow, so that a man may walke in
the shade all day. The houses be made of wood, and covered
with tiles. The kings house is in the middle of the city, and
is walled and ditched round about ; and the buildings within
are made of wood very sumptuously gilded, and great worke-
manship is upon the forefront, which is likewise very costly
gilded. And the house wherein his pagode or idole standeth
is covered with tiles of silver, and all the walles are gilded with
golde. Within the first gate of the kings house is a great
large roome [i. e. open space], on both sides whereof are housecs
made for the kings clephants, which be marvellous great and
faire, and are brought up to warres and in service of the Kking.
And among the rest he hath foure white clephants, which are
very strange and rare; for there is none other king which
hath them but he ; if any other king hath one, hee will send
unto him for it. When any of these whitc elephants is brought
unto the king, all the merchants in the city are commanded
to see them, and to give him a present of halfe a ducat, which
doth come to a great summe, for that there are many merchants
in the city. After that you have given your present you may
come and see them at your pleasure, although they stand in
the kings house. This king in his title is called the king of the
white elephants. If any other king have one, and will not send
it him, he will make warre with him for it ; for he had rather
lose a great part of his kingdome then not to conquere him.
They do very great service unto these white elephants ; every
one of them standeth in an house gilded with golde, and they
doe feede in vessels of silver and gilt. One of them, when he
doth go to the river to be washed, as every day they do, goeth
under a canopy of cloth of golde or of silke carried over him
by sixe or eight men, and eight or ten men goe before him
playing on drummecs, shawmes, or other instruments; and
when he is washed and commeth out of the river, there is



82 EARLY TRAVELS IN INDIA

a gentleman which doth wash his feet in a silver basin ; which
is his office given him by the king. There is no such account
made of any blacke elephant, be he never so great. And surely
there be woonderfull faire and great, and some be nine cubites
in height. And they do report that the king hath above five
thousand elephants of warre, besides many other which be
not taught to fight. This king hath a very large place wherein
he taketh the wilde elephants. It standeth about a mile from
Pegu, builded with a faire court within, and is in a great grove
or wood ; and there be many huntsmen, which go into the
wildernesse with she elephants, for without the she they are
not to be taken. And they be taught for that purpose, and
every hunter hath five or sixe of them ; and they say that they
anoint the she elephants with a certaine ointment, which
when the wild clephant doth smell, he will not leave her.
When they have brought the wilde elephant ncere unto the
place, they send word unto the towne, and many horsemen
and footmen come out and cause the she elephant to enter
into a strait way which doeth goe to the palace, and the she
and he do runne in, for it is like a wood ; and when they be in,
the gate doth shut. Afterward they get out the female ; and
when the male seeth that he is left alone, he weepeth and crieth,
and runncth against the walles, which be made of so strong
trees that some of them doe breake their teeth with running
against them. Then they pricke him with sharpe canes, and
causc him to go into a strait house, and there they put a rope
about his middle and about his feet, and let him stand there
three or foure dayes without eating or drinking ; and then
they bring a female to him, with meat and drinke, and within
few dayes he becommeth tame. The chiefe force of the king
is in these elephants. And when they go into the warres they
set a frame of wood upon their backes, bound with great
cordes, wherein sit foure or sixe men, which fight with gunnes,
bowes and arrowes, darts and other weapons. And they say
that their skinnes are so thicke that a pellet of an harquebush
will scarse pearce them, except it be in some tender place.
Their weapons be very badde. They have gunnes, but shoot
very badly in them ; darts and swords short without points.
The king keepeth a very great state; when he sitteth
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abroad (as he doth every day twise) all his noble men, which
they call Shemines [Talaing smin], sit on ech side, a good
distance off, and a great guard without them. The court yard
1s very great. If any man will speake with the king, he is to
kneele downe, to heave up his hands to his head, and to put
his head to the ground three times, when he entreth, in the
middle way, and when he commeth neere to the king; and
then he sitteth downe and talketh with the king. If the king
like well of him, he sitteth neere him within three or foure
paces ; if he thinke not well of him, he sitteth further off.
When he goeth to warre, he goeth very strong. At my being
there, he went to Odia! in the countrey of Siam, with three
hundred thousand men and five thousand elephants. Thirty
thousand men were his guard. These people do eate roots,
herbs, leaves, dogs, cats, rats, serpents, and snakes ; they
refuse almost nothing. When the king rideth abroad, he rideth
with a great guard and many noblemen ; oftentimes upon an
elephant with a fine castle upon him very fairely gilded with
gold ; and sometimes upon a great frame like an horsliter,
which hath a little house upon it covered over head, but open
on the sides, which is all gilded with golde, and set with many
rubies and saphires, whereof he hath infinite store in his
country, and is caried upon sixteene or eighteene Imens
shoulders. This coach in their language is called Serrion.?
Very great feasting and triumphing is many times before the
king, both of men and women. This king hath little force
by sea, because hee hath but very few ships. He hath houses
full of golde and silver, and bringeth in often, but spendeth
very little, and hath the mines of rubies and saphires, and
spinelles. Neere unto the palace of the king, there is a treasure
woonderfull rich ; the which because it is so neere, he doth not
account of it ; and it standeth open for all men to see, in a
great walled court with two gates, which be alwayes open.
There are foure houses gilded very richly, and covered with
leade ; in every one of them are Pagodes or images of huge
stature and great value. In the first is the picture [i. e. image]

! Ayuthia, the old capital of Siam, situated on an island in the Menam,
about sixty miles from the sea.
* Talaing saren, pronounced sarsan.
D
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of a king in golde with a crowne of golde on his head full of
great rubies and saphires, and about him there stand foure
children of golde. In the second house is the picture of a man
in silver, woonderfull great, as high as an house ; his foot is
as long as a man, and he is made sitting, with a crowne on his
head very rich with stones. In the third house is the picture
of a man greater then the other, made of brasse, with a rich
crowne on his head. In the fourth and last house doth stand
another, made of brasse, greater then the other, with a crowne
also on his head very rich with stones. In another court not
farre from this stand foure other Pagodes or idoles, marvellous
great, of copper, made in the same place where they do stand ;
for they be so great that they be not to be remooved. They
stand in foure houses gilded very faire, and are themselves
gilded all over save their heads, and they shew like a blacke
morian [i. e. helmet]. Their expences in gilding of their images
are wonderfull. The king hath one wife and above three
hundred concubines, by which they say he hath fourescore or
fourescore and ten children. He sitteth in judgement almost
every day. They use no speech, but give up their supplications
written in the leaves of a tree with the point of an yron bigger
then a bodkin. These leaves are an elle long, and about
two inches broad ; they are also double. He which giveth in
his supplication doth stand in a place a little distance off with
a present. If his matter be liked of, the king accepteth of his
present, and granteth his request ; if his sute be not liked of,
he returneth with his present, for the king will not take it.

In India there are few commodities which serve for Pegu,
except opium of Cambaia, painted cloth of S. Thome or of
Masulipatan, and white cloth of Bengala, which is spent
there in great quantity. They bring thither also much cotton
yarne red coloured with a root which they called Saia [chay-
root or Indian madder], which will never lose his colour ; it is
very wel solde here, and very much of it commeth yerely to
Pegu. By your mony you lose much. The ships which come
from Bengala, S. Thome, and Masulipatan come to the bar
of Nigrais and to Cosmin. To Martavan [Martaban], a port
of the sea in the kingdome of Pegu, come many ships from
Malacca laden with sandall, porcelanes, and other wares of
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China, and with camphora of Borneo, and pepper from Achen
in Sumatra. To Cirion, a port of Pegu, come ships from
Mecea with woollen cloth, scarlets, velvets, opium, and such
like. There arc in Pegu eight brokers, whom they call Tareghe,!
which are bound to sell your goods at the price which they be
woorth, and you give them for their labour two in the hundred ;
and they be bound to make your debt good, because you sell
your marchandises upon their word. If the broker pay you
not at his day, you may take him home, and keepe him in
your house ; which is a great shame for him. And if he pay
you not presently, you may take his wife and children and his
slaves, and binde them at your doore, and set them in the
sunne ; for that is the law of the countrey. Their current
money in these parts is a kinde of brasse which they call
Gansa,? wherewith you may buy golde, silver, rubies, muske,
and all other things. The golde and silver is marchandise,
and is worth sometimes more and sometimes lesse, as other
wares be. This brasen money docth goe by a weight which
they call a biza 3; and commonly this biza after our account
is worth about halfe a crowne or somewhat lesse. The mar-
chandise which be in Pegu are golde, silver, rubies, saphires,
spinelles, muske, benjamin [benzoin] or frankincense, long
pepper, tinne, leade, copper, lacca (whereof they make hard
waxe), rice, and wine made of rice, and some sugar. The
elephants doe eate the sugar canes, or els they would make
very much. And they consume many canes likewise in making
of their Varellaes 4 or idole temples, which are in great number,
both great and small. They be made round like a sugar loafe ;
some are as high as a church, very broad beneath, some a
quarter of a mile in compasse ; within they be all earth done
about with stone. They consume in these Varellaes great
quantity of golde, for that they be all gilded aloft, and many
of them from the top to the bottome ; and every ten or twelve
yeeres they must be new gilded, because the raine consumeth

! This is & South Indian term for a broker.

* A Malay word meaning bell-metal ; but lead and other base metals
were frequently used.

3 Generally termed & ° viss ’, & weight of about 3} 1b.

¢ This name for a pagoda is thought to be from a Malay word meaning
an idol.

D2
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off the golde, for they stand open abroad. If they did not
consume their golde in these vanities, it would be very plentifull
and good cheape in Pegu.

About two dayes journey from Pegu there is a Varelle or
pagode, which is the pilgrimage of the Pegues; it is called
Dogonne,! and is of a woonderfull bignesse, and all gilded from
the foot to the toppe. And there is an house by it wherein
the Tallipoies 2 (which are their priests) doe preach. This
house is five and fifty paces in length, and hath three pawnes 3
or walks in it, and forty great pillars gilded, which stand
betweene the walks ; and it is open on all sides, with a number
of small pillars, which be likewise gilded ; it is gilded with
golde within and without. There are houses very faire round
about for the pilgrims to lie in ; and many goodly houses for
the Tallipoies to preach in, which are full of images both of
men and women, which are all gilded over with golde. It is
the fairest place, as I suppose, that isin the world. It standeth
very high, and there are foure wayes to it, which all along are
set with trees of fruits, in such wise that a man may goe in
the shade above two miles in length. And when their feast
day is, a man can hardly passe by water or by land for the
great presse of people ; for they come from all places of the
kingdome of Pegu thither at their feast. In Pegu they have
many Tallipoies or priests, which preach against all abuses.
Many men resort unto them. When they enter into their
kiack,* that is to say, their holy place or temple, at the doore
there is a great jarre of water with a cocke or a ladle in it, and
there they wash their feet ; and then they enter in, and lift
up their hands to their heads first to their preacher, and then
to the sunne, and so sit downe. The Tallipoies go very strangely
apparelled, with one camboline [see p. 27] or thinne cloth
next to their body of a browne colour, another of yellow
doubled many times upon their shoulder, and those two be
girded to them with a broad girdle ; and they have a skinne
of leather hanging on a string about their necks, whereupon

* The well-known Shwé or Golden Dagon, near Rangoon.

* Talaing tala poe, ¢ my lord ’, a form of address to Buddhist monks,
3 Covered walks or colonnades.

¢ Talaing kyak, a temple or an object of worship.
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they sit, bare headed and bare footed, for none of them
weareth shooes ; with their right armes bare and a great
broad sombrero or shadow in their hands to defend them in
the summer from the sunne, and in the winter from the raine.
When the Tallipoies or priests take their orders, first they go
to schoole untill they be twenty yeres olde or more, and then
they come before a Tallipoie appointed for that purpose,
whom they call Rowlil He is of the chiefest and most
learned, and he opposeth [i. e. questions] them, and afterward
examineth them many times, whether they will leave their
friends and the company of all women, and take upon them
the habit of a Tallipoie. If any be content, then he rideth
upon an horse about the streets very richly apparelled, with
drummes and pipes, to shew that he leaveth the riches of the
world to be a Tallipoie. In few dayes after, he is caried upon
a thing like an horsliter, which they call a serion, upon ten or
twelve mens shoulders in the apparell of a Tallipoie, with pipes
and drummes and many Tallipoies with him, and al his friends,
and so they go with him to his house, which standeth without
the towne, and there they leave him. Every one of them hath
his house, which is very little, set upon six or eight posts, and
they go up to them with a ladder of twelve or foureteene staves.
Their houses be for the most part by the hie wayes side, and
among the trees, and in the woods. And they go with a great
pot made of wood or fine earth and covered, tied with a broad
girdle upon their shoulder, which commeth under their arme,
wherewith they go to begge their victuals which they eate,
which is rice, fish, and herbs. They demand nothing, but
come to the doore, and the people presently doe give them,
some one thing, and some another, and they put all together
in their potte ; for they say they must eate of their almes, and
therewith content themselves. They keepe their feasts by
the moone : and when it is new moone they keepe their
greatest feast ; and then the people send rice and other things
to that kiack or church of which they be, and there all the
Tallipoies doe mcete which be of that church, and eate the
victuals which are sent them. When the Tallipoies do preach,

t This obscure term is discussed in the Indiun Antiquary, vol. xxix,
P. 28, and vol. xxxv, p. 268.
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many of the people cary them gifts into the pulpit where they
sit and preach. And there is one which sitteth by them to
take that which the people bring. It is divided among them.
They have none other ceremonies nor service that I could see,
but onely preaching.

I went from Pegu to Jamahey,! which is in the countrey of
the Langejannes, whom we call Jangomes 2; it is five and
twenty dayes journey northeast from Pegu ; in which journey
I passed many fruitfull and pleasant countreys. The countrey
is very lowe, and hath many faire rivers. The houses are very
bad, made of canes and covered with straw. Heere are many
wilde buffes [buffaloes] and clephants. Jamahcy is a very
faire and great towne, with fairc houses of stonc, well peopled ;
the streets are very large, the men very well set and strong,
with a cloth about them, bare headed and bare footed, for
in all these countreys they weare no shooes. The women be
much fairer then those of Pegu. Heere in all these countreys
they have no wheat. They make some cakes of rice. Hether
to Jamahcy come many marchants out of China, and bring
great store of muske, golde, silver, and many other things of
China worke. Mere is great store of victuals ; they have such
plenty that they will not milke the buffles, as they doe in all
other places. Here is great store of copper and benjamin.
In these countreys, when the people be sicke they make a vow
to offer meat unto the divell, if they escape ; and when they
be recovered thcy make a banket with many pipes and
drummes and other instruments, and dansing all the mght,
and their friends come and bring gifts, cocos, figges, arrccaes,
and other fruits, and with great dauncing and rcjoycing they
offer to the divell, and say they give the divel to eat and drive
him out. When they be dancing and playing, they will cry
and hallow very loud ; and in this sort they say they drive
him away. And when they be sicke, a Tallipoy or two every
night doth sit by them and sing, to please the divell that he
should not hurt them. And if any die, he is caried upon a

! Kiang-mai or Zimmé, in the north-western part of Siam.

* Lan-chan is properly Luan Praban, on the Mekong ; but it is used
here loosely for all the Laos states. ‘Jangoma’ was the Portuguese
form of Kiang-mai.
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great frame made like a tower, with a covering all gilded with
golde madeofcanes, caried with foureteene or sixteene men,with
drummes and pipes and other instruments playing before him,
to a place out of the towne and there is burned. He is accom-
panied with all his friends and neighbours, all men ; and they
give to the Tallipoies or priests many mats and cloth ; and
then they returne to the house and there make a feast for two
dayes ; and then the wife with all the neighbours wives and
her friends go to the place where he was burned, and there
they sit a certaine time and cry, and gather the pieces of bones
which be left unburned and bury them, and then returne to
their houses and make an end of all mourning. And the men
and women which be neere of kin do shave their heads ;
which they do not use except it be for the death of a friend,
for they much esteeme of their haire.

Caplan? is the place where they finde the rubies, saphires,
and spinelles ; it standeth sixe dayes journey from Ava in
the kingdome of Pegu. There are many great high hilles out
of which they digge them. None may go to the pits but onely
those which digge them.

In Pegu, and in all the countreys of Ava, Langejannes,
Siam, and the Bramas,? the men weare bunches or little
round balles in their privy members : some of them weare
two and some three. They cut the skin and so put them in,
one into one side and another into the other side ; which they
do when they be 25 or 80 yeeres olde, and at their pleasure
they take one or more of them out as they thinke good. When
they be maried the husband is, for every child which his wife
hath, to put in one untill he come to three and then no more ;
for they say the women doe desire them. They were invented
because they should not abuse the male sexe. For in times
past all those countries were so given to that villany, that
they were very scarse of people. It was also ordained that
the women should not have past three cubits of cloth in their
nether clothes, which they binde about them ; which are so

! Kyatpyin, in the Ruby Mines district, about seventy-five miles NNE.
of Ava, and six miles south-east of Mogok.

* Brama is the Portuguese form of Burma. Fitch uses it both for the
country and the people,
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strait, that when they go in the streets, they shew one side of
the leg bare above the knee. The bunchesaforesayd be of divers
sorts ; the least be as big as a litle walnut, and very round ;
the greatest are as big as a litle hennes egge. Some are of
brasse and some of silver ; but those of silver be for the king
and his noble men. These are gilded and made with great
cunning, and ring like a litle bell. There are some made of
leade, which they call Selwy?! because they ring but litle ;
and these be of lcsser price for the poorer sort. The king
sometimes taketh his out, and giveth them to his noblemen
as a great gift ; and because he hath used them, they estceme
them greatly. They will put one in, and heale up the place in
seven or eight dayes.?

The Bramas which be of the kings countrey (for the king
is a Brama) have their legs or bellies, or some part of their
body, as they thinke good themselves, made black with
certaine things which they have; they use to pricke the
skinne, and to put on it a kinde of anile 2 or blacking, which
doth continue alwayes. And this is counted an honour among
them ; but none may have it but the Bramas which are of the
kings kinred.

These people weare no beards ; they pull out the hairc on
their faces with little pinsons [pincers] made for that purpose.
Some of them will let 16 or 20 haires grow together, some in
one place of his face and some in another, and pulleth out all
the rest ; for he carieth his pinsons alwayes with him to pull
the haires out assoone as they appecare. If they see a man
with a beard they wonder at him. They have their teeth
blacked, both men and women ; for they say a dogge hath
his teeth white, therefore they will blacke theirs.

The Pegues, if they have a sute in the law which is so doubt-
full that they cannot well determine it, put two long canes
into the water where it is very deepe ; and both the parties
go into the water by the poles, and there sit men to judge,

1 Talaing seluy, bell-metal or some other alloy.

* Hakluyt in his edition (1601) of T'he Discoveries of the World, by
Antonio Galvano, notes that Fitch ‘ brought divers of these bels mnto
England’. On the practice see Yule (op. cit., p. 208 n.).

3 Indigo (Port. anil from Arabic al-nil, pronounced an-nil).
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and they both do dive under the water, and he which remaineth
longest under the water doth winne the sute.

The 10 of January I went from Pegu to Malacca, passing
by many of the ports of Pegu, as Martavan, the iland of Tavi
[Tavoy], from whence commeth great store of tinne which
serveth all India, the ilands of Tanaseri [Tenasserim], Jun-
salaon [Junkseylon], and many others; and so came to
Malacca the 8 of February, where the Portugals have a castle
which standeth nere the sea. And the countrey fast without
the towne belongeth to the Malayos, which is a kinde of
proud people. They go naked with a cloth about their middle,
and a litle roll of cloth about their heads. Hither come many
ships from China and from the Malucos, Banda, Timor, and
from many other ilands of the Javas, which bring great store
of spices and drugs, and diamants and other jewels. The
voyages into many of these ilands belong unto the Captaine of
Malacca ; so that none may goe thither without his licence ;
which yeeld him great summes of money every yecere. The
Portugals heere have often times warres with the king of
Achem, which standeth in the iland of Sumatra; from
whence commeth great store of pepper and other spiccs every
yeere to Pegu and Mecca within the Red Sea, and other
places.

When the Portugals go from Macao in China to Japan, they
carry much white silke, golde, muske, and porcelanes, and
they bring from thence nothing but silver. They have a great
caracke which goeth thither every yere, and she bringeth from
thence every yere above sixe hundred thousand crusadoes!;
and all this silver of Japan, and two hundred thousand crusa-
does more in silver which they bring yeerely out of India, they
imploy to their great advantage in China; and they bring
from thence golde, muske, silke, copper, porcelanes, and many
other things very costly and gilded. When the Portugals
come to Canton in China to traffike, they must remaine there
but certaine dayes ; and when they come in at the gate of the
city, they must enter their names in a booke, and when they
goe out at night they must put out their names. They may
not lie in the towne all night, but must lie in their boats with-

t A Portuguese gold coin, so called from having a cross upon it.
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out the towne. And their dayes being expired, if any man
remaine there, they are evill used and imprisoned. The
Chinians are very suspitious and doe not trust strangers. It
is thought that the king doth not know that any strangers
come into his countrey. And further it is credibly reported
that the common people see their king very seldome or not
at all, nor may not looke up to that place where he sitteth.
And when he rideth abroad he is caried upon a great chaire
or serrion gilded very faire, wherein there is made a little
house with a latise to looke out at ; so that he may see them,
but they may not looke up at him ; and all the time that he
passeth by them, they heave up their hands to their heads,
and lay their heads on the ground, and looke not up untill he
be passed. The order of China is, when they mourne, that
they weare white thread shoes and hats of straw. The man
doth mourne for his wife two yecres ; the wife for her husband
three yeeres ; the sonne for his father a yeere, and for his
mother two yeres. And all the time which they mourne they
keepe the dead in the house, the bowels being taken out and
filled with chownam [chundm] or lime, and coffined ; and
when the time is expired they carry them out playing and
piping, and burne them. And when they rcturne they pull
off their mourning weeds, and marry at their pleasure. A man
may keepe as many concubines as he will, but one wife onely.
All the Chineans, Japonians, and Cauchin Chineans do write
right downwards, and they do write with a fine pensill made
of dogs or cats haire.

Laban [Labuan ?] is an iland among the Javas from whence
come the diamants of the new water. And they finde them in
the rivers ; for the king will not suffer them to digge the
rocke.

Jamba! is an iland among the Javas also, from whence
come diamants. And the king hath a masse of carth which
is golde ; it groweth in the middle of a river, and when the
king doth lacke gold, they cut part of the earth and melt it,
whereof commeth golde. This masse of carth doth appeare
but once in a yere ; which is when the water is low, and this
is in the moneth of April.

! Jambi, in Sumatra, may be meant ; but it is not an island.
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Bima ! is another iland among the Javas, where the women
travell and labour as our men do in England, and the men
keepe house and go where they will.

The 29 of March 1588, 1 returned from Malacca to Martavan,
and so to Pegu, where I remained the second time untill the
17 of September, and then I went to Cosmin, and there tooke
shipping ; and passing many dangers by reason of contrary
windes, it pleased God that we arrived in Bengala in November
following ; where I stayed for want of passage untill the third
of February 1589, and then I shipped my selfe for Cochin. In
which voyage we endured great extremity for lacke of fresh
water ; for the weather was extreme hote, and we were many
marchants and passengers, and we had very many calmes,
and hote weather. Yet it pleased God that we arrived in
Ceylon the sixth of March ; where we stayed five dayes to
water, and to furnish our selves with other necessary provision.
This Ceylon is a brave iland, very fruitfull and faire ; but by
reason of continuall warres with the king thereof, all things
are very deare ; for he will not suffer any thing to be brought
to the castle where the Portugals be ; wherefore often times
they have great want of victuals. Their provision of victuals
commcth out of Bengala every yere. The king is called Raia
[Raja], and is of great force; for he commeth to Colombo,
which is the place where the Portugals have their fort, with
an hundred thousand men, and many clephants. But they
be naked people all of them ; yet many of them be good with
their picces, which be muskets. When the king talketh with
any man, he standeth upon one legge, and settcth the other
foot upon his knee with his sword in his hand ; it is not their
order for the king to sit but to stand. His apparell is a fine
painted cloth made of cotton wooll about his middle ; his
haire is long and bound up with a little fine cloth about his
head ; all the rest of his body is naked. His guard are a
thousand men, which stand round about him, and he in the
middle ; and when he marcheth, many of them goe before
him, and the rest comec after him. They are of the race of the
Chingalayes [Singalcse], which they say are the best kinde of
all the Malabars. Their eares are very large ; for the greater

1 Possibly the state of that name in the island of Sumabawa.
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they are, the more honourable they are accounted. Some of
them are a spanne long. The wood which they burne is
cinamom wood, and it smelleth very sweet. There is great
store of rubies, saphires, and spinelles in this iland ; the best
kinde of all be here ; but the king will not suffer the inhabitants
to digge for them, lest his enemies should knowe of them, and
make warres against him, and so drive him out of his countrey
for them. They have no horses in all the countrey. The
elephants be not so great as those of Pegu,which be monstrous
huge ; but they say all other elephants do feare them, and
none dare fight with them, though they be very small. Their
women have a cloth bound about them from their middle to
their knee, and all the rest is bare. All of them be blacke and
but little, both men and women. Their houses are very little,
made of the branches of the palmer or coco-tree, and covered
with the lcaves of the same tree.

The eleventh of March we sailed from Ceylon, and so
doubled the capce of Comori. Not far from thence, betweene
Ceylon and the maine land of Negapatan, they fish for pearles.
And there is fished every yere very much ; which doth scerve
all India, Cambaia, and Bengala. It is not so orient as the
pearle of Baharim in the gulfe of Persia. From Cape de Comori
we passed by Coulam [Quilon], which is a fort of the Portugals ;
from whence commeth great store of pepper, which commeth
for Portugall, for oftentimes there ladeth one of the caracks
of Portugall. Thus passing the coast, we arrived in Cochin
the 22 of March, where we found the weather warme, but
scarsity of victuals ; for here groweth neither corne nor rice,
and the greatest part commeth from Bengala. They have here
very bad water, for the river is farre off. This bad water
causeth many of the people to be like lepers, and many of
them have their legs swollen as bigge as a man in the waste,
and many of them are scant able to go.! These people here
be Malabars, and of the race of the Naires of Calicut ; and
they differ much from the other Malabars. These have their
heads very full of haire, and bound up with a string ; and there
doth appcare a bush without the band wherewith it is bound.
The men be tall and strong, and good archers with a long bow
and a long arrow, which is their best weapon ; yet there be

! The reference is to ‘ Cochin-leg ’ or elephantiasis.
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some calivers [light muskets] among them, but they handle
them badly.

Heere groweth the pepper; and it springeth up by a tree
or a pole, and is like our ivy berry, but something longer, like
the wheat eare ; and at the first the bunches are greene, and
as they waxe ripe they cut them off and dry them. The leafe
is much lesser then the ivy leafe and thinner. All the inhabi-
tants here have very little houses covered with the leaves of
the coco-trees. The men be of a reasonable stature ; the
women litle ; all blacke, with a cloth bound about their middle
hanging downe to their hammes ; all the rest of their bodies
be naked. They have horrible great eares, with many rings
set with pearles and stones in them. The king goeth incached,!
as they do all. He doth not remaine in a place above five or
sixe dayes. He hath many houses, but they be but litle ; his
guard is but small ; he remooveth from one house to another
according to their ordcr. All the pepper of Calicut and course
cinamom groweth here in this countrey. The best cinamom
doth come from Ceylon, and is pilled from fine yoong trees.
Here are very many palmer or coco trees, which is their chicfe
food ; forit is their meat and drinke, and yeeldeth many other
necessary things, as I have declared before.

The Naires which be under the king of Samorin,! which be
Malabars, have alwayes wars with the Portugals. The king
hath alwayes peace with them ; but his people goe to the sea
to robbe and steale. Their chiefe captaine is called Cogi Alli ;
he hath three castles under him. When the Portugals com-
plaine to the king, he sayth he doth not send them out; but
he consenteth that they go. They range all the coast from
Ceylon to Goa, and go by foure or five parowes or boats
together ; and have in every one of them fifty or threescore
men, and boord presently. They do much harme on that
coast, and take every yere many foists and boats of the
Portugals. Many of these people be Moores. This kings
countrey beginneth twelve leagues from Cochin, and reacheth
neere unto Goa. I remained in Cochin untill the second of
November, which was eight moneths ; for that there was no
passage that went away in all that time. If I had come two

! Encaged, i. e. hidden from view in a litter.
% ¢ Zamorin > was the title of the King of Calicut.
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dayes sooner, I had found a passage presently. From Cochin
I went to Goa, where I remained three dayes. From Cochin
to Goa is an hundred leagues. From Goa I went to Chaul,
which is threescore leagues, where I remained three and
twenty dayes; and there making my provision of things
necessary for the shippe, from thence I departed to Ormus;
where I stayed for a passage to Balsara fifty dayes. From
Goa to Ormus is foure hundred leagues.

Here I thought good, before I make an end of this my booke,
to declare some things which India and the countrey farther
eastward do bring forth.!

The pepper groweth in many parts of India, especially about
Cochin ; and much of it doeth grow in the fields among the
bushes without any labour, and when it is ripe they go and
gather it. The shrubbe is like unto our ivy tree ; and if it
did not run about some tree or pole, it would fall downe and
rot. When they first gather it, it is greene ; and then they lay
it in the sun, and it becommeth blacke. The ginger groweth
like unto our garlike, and the root is the ginger. It is to be
found in many parts of India. The cloves doe come from the
iles of the Moluccoes, which be divers ilands. Their tree is
like to our bay tree. The nutmegs and maces grow together,
and come from the ile of Banda. The tree is like to our
walnut tree, but somewhat lesser. The white sandol is wood
very swect and in great request among the Indians ; for they
grinde it with a litle water, and anoynt their bodies therewith.
It commeth from the isle of Timor. Camphora is a precious
thing among the Indians, and is solde dearer then golde.
I thinke none of it commeth for Christendome. That which
is compounded commeth from China ; but that which groweth
in canes, and is the best, commeth from the great isle of Borneo.
Lignum aloes commeth from Cauchinchina. The benjamin
commeth out of the countreys of Siam and Jangomes. The
long pepper groweth in Bengala, in Pegu, and in the ilands
of the Javas. The muske commeth out of Tartarie, and is
made after this order, by report of the marchants which bring
it to Pegu to sell. In Tartarie there is a little beast like unto
a yong roe, which they take in snares, and beat him to death
with the blood ; after that they cut out the bones, and beat

1 This section is largely copied from Federici.
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the flesh with the blood very small, and fill the skin with it ;
and hereof commeth the muske. Of the amber [ambergris ?]
they holde divers opinions ; but most men say it commeth
out of the sca, and that they finde it upon the shores side. The
rubies, saphires, and spinelles are found in Pegu. The diamants
are found in divers places, as in Bisnagar,! in Agra, in Delli,?
and in the ilands of the Javas. The best pearles come from
the iland of Baharim in the Persian sea, the woorser from the
Piscaria 2 ncere the isle of Ceylon, and from Aynam [Hai-nan]
a great iland on the southermost coast of China. Spodium *¢
and many other kindes of drugs come from Cambaia.

Now to returne to my voyage. From Ormus I went to
Balsara or Basora, and from Basora to Babylon; and we
passed the most part of the way by the strength of men, by
halling the boat up the river with a long cord. From Babylon
I came by land to Mosul, which standeth nere to Ninive,
which is all ruinated and destroyed ; it standeth fast by the
river of Tigris. From Mosul I went to Merdin, which is in the
countrey of the Armenians ; but now there dwell in that place
a people which they call Cordies, or Curdi [Kurds]. From
Merdin [Mardin] I went to Orfa, which is a very faire towne,
and it hath a goodly fountaine ful of fish ; where the Moores
hold many great ¢« remonics and opinions coneerning Abraham ;
for they say he did once dwell there. From thence I went to
Bir, and so passed the river of Euphrates. From Bir I went
to Aleppo; where I stayed certaine moneths for company,
and then I went to Tripolis ; where finding English shipping,
I came with a prosperous voyage to London, where by Gods
assistance I safely arrived the 29 of April 1591, having bene.
cight yeeres out of my native countrey.

i Vijayanagar, the great Hindu kingdom which once covered the
whole of the Indian peninsula south of the Kistna.

* Federici says that a certain kind of diamond comes from ¢ infra terra
del Dell’; and Jourdain was told at Agra that the best sorts ‘are
growne in the countrye of Delly ’ (Journal, p. 184). There seems to be
no foundation for the statement.

? The Portuguese term for the pearl fishery on the coast of Tinnevelly,
already described under Ceylon.

¢ Finch seems to mean tabashir, a substance found in the stems of
bamboos and much used by Indians as a medicine. Federici (in Hakluyt's
translation) calls it ‘ the spodiom which congeleth in certaine canes ’.
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JOHN MILDENHALL

NEARLY twenty years after the visit of Ralph Fitch and his
companions to the court of the Great Mogul, another English-
man presented himself there, craving privileges of trade on
behalf of himself and his fellow-countrymen. This was
John Mildenhall or Midnall, whose experiences are narrated
in the two documents printed below, the first of which is a
summary of his journey from London to Kandahar, while the
second is a letter (addressed to the Richard Staper already
mentioned on p. 1) giving an account of his transactions in
India and of his return journey as far as Kazvin in Persia.

Of Mildenhall’s previous career practically nothing is known,
except that, like Fitch, he was a trader in the Levant. From
his letter to Staper and subsequent references in the Court
Minutes of the East India Company, it may be inferred that
he was at one time in the service of that merchant—perhaps
apprenticed to him in the first instance. That in making the
present venture he had no special mission, least of all from
Queen Elizabeth (as has been often asserted), is evident enough
from his own narrative. Although in India he did his best to
play the part of a messenger from his sovereign, this was
clearly a mere pretext, for the purpose of gaining more easily
the concessions he was seeking ; while the fact that he spent
six months at Constantinople engaged in trade, took three
years over his journey from Aleppo to Lahore, and was equally
leisurely over his return to England, is a further proof that he
made the expedition on his own account. Moreover, we learn
from a document in the British Museum (Lansdowne MSS.,
no. 241, ff. 75, 78) that in March 1600 Mildenhall was contem-
plating a venture to Cairo, but then changed his plans and
decided to go to Aleppo. This suggests that his journey to
India was an afterthought, prompted, perhaps, by the receipt
at Constantinople of the news of the attempt made in the
autumn of 1599 to launch an East India Company in London.
Though this scheme had failed for the moment, owing to the
unwillingness of Queen Elizabeth to jeopardize the success of
the negotiations then on foot for peace with Spain, there was
every probability that it would become ere long an established
fact ; and if Mildenhall could in the interim secure a grant of
trading privileges in India, he might expect a handsome
reward for his pains.
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Over the details of his outward journey and his experiences
in India itself we need not linger. A point of some interest is
the question how long he spent in that country. Of his arrival
he tells us only that it was in the ycar 1603 ; while of the date
of his departure he says nothing, though it may be inferred
that he had left Indian territory some time before the death
of Akbar in October 1605, since he makes no mention of that
important event. A little light is thrown upon the question
by a letter from Father Jerome Xavier, written from Agra on
September 6, 1604 (N.8.),! in which he refers to an unnamed
English heretic (doubtless Mildenhall) who had encouraged a
discontented Portuguese to make accusations against the
Fathers in the preceding June, the Englishman’s object being
to bring them into discredit and thus facilitate the grant of
permission to his fellow-countrymen to frequent the Mogul’s
ports. Xavier adds that the Englishman bribed heavily but
was disappointed, although he had spent two years in soliciting
the grant. This would not be consistent (even loosely) with
any later date than the spring of 1603 for Mildenhall’s arrival ;
while the time of his departure may be guessed at the summer
of 1605, thus making the period of his stay a little over two
years. We may note that when Robert Covert, one of the
survivors of the Ascension (see p. 86), left Agra in January
1610, Father Xavier gave him ° his letters of commendations
to one John Midnall, an English merchant or factor who had
lien in Agra three yeeres > >—roughly speaking of course.

It may appear surprising that he should have remained so
long, considering that, acoilin:r to his own account, the
Emperor granted at once all his demands except that for
permission to attack Portuguese ships and strongholds. The
probability is that this was not exactly what Mildenhall
required. So long as England was at war with Spain and
Portugal, a mere permission for English merchant ships to
visit the ports of the Great Mogul may well have appeared
useless, unless the Emperor could be induced to go further
and to veto any interfcrence with them on the part of the,
Portuguese. If this was what Mildenhall really solicited, it is
easy to understand why he attached so much importance to
the point and why he remained so long in order to carry it.
Whatever the exact nature of his demand was, it arrayed
against him not only the Jesuit missionaries at court, whose

1 See an excellent article by Sir Edward Maclagan on  Jesuit Missions
to the Emperor Akbar’, in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol.
Ixv, part i; also Father Hosten’s article in the Memoirs of the same
Society, vol. v, no. 4, p. 174.

? Covert adds that he was unable to deliver the letter, because by the
time he reached England (April, 1611) Mildenhall had started on his
second expedition.

E
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influence was considerable, but also Akbar’s principal advisers.
The opposition of the latter may well have been due to an
unwillingness to risk a breach with the Portugucse, of whose
power at sca they were fully conscious; but Mildenhall sets
it down partly to bribery on the part of the Jesuits and partly
to an acceptance of their contention that the real object of
the English was to capture some of the Indian ports. He
represents himself as trium%hantly refuting this charge and
overcoming the scruples of the Emperor, by undertaking that
his sovereign would send an ambassador, with rich presents,
to reside at the imperial court, where he would be, in effect, a
hostage for the good behaviour of his fellow-countrymen.
t'!‘lﬁareupon, we are told, his demands were granted in
ull.

Passing over his letter from Kazvin, in which these events
arerelated, the next we hear of our traveller is that, at a meeting
of the ¢ Committees ’* [Directors] of the East India Company,
held on June 21, 1608, letters were read, addressed by him to
Mr. Staper, enumerating the privileges he had obtained and
offering these, and his own services, in return for a payment
of £1500. Evidently he had not yet reached England, for it
was decided to adjourn the consideration of his proposals
until his arrival either in this country or the Netherlands. In
May 1609 the matter was again brought forward and was
referred to a special committee, though at the same time his
demands were pronounced to be unreasonable and he himself
was thought unfit to be employed except as a mere factor.
Evidently his concessions were considered to be of small value ;
while the Company had a further motive for declining to
purchase them on extravagant terms, inasmuch as they were
expecting to receive at any moment news of the success of the
mission of William Hawkins, who had been dispatched to
Surat in 1607 with letters from King James to the Great Mogul.
However, Mildenhall had another string to his bow. Towards
the end of July 1609 the Company learnt with some alarm that
he had presented a petition to the King, declaring that he had
spent ten years in travel and had obtained, at a cost of three
thousand pounds (?), privileges of trade in the dominions of
the Great Mogul, and praying that, as the East India Company
would pay no attention to his claims, he and his co-adventurers
might be permitted to enjoy the said privileges. This petition
had been referred by the Lord Treasurer to Sir Walter Cope
and three merchants, of whom at least two were friends of
Mildenhall. The Company at once appointed four representa-
tives to confer with the referees, and apparently nothing came
of the petition. A few months later there was some idea of
the Company sending Mildenhall to the East as a factor, but
on November 18, 1609, it was decided that he was ¢ for divers
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respects . . . not fittinge to be ymployed in the service of the
Companie °.

For the rest of Mildenhall’s career we have to depend chiefly
on references in the correspondence of the Company’s factors
in India, which will be found in Letters Received, vols. ii, iii,
and v, in Kerridge’s letter-book in the British Museum (Addi-
tional MSS., no. 9366), &c. From these we learn that, some
time before April 1611, he made a second expedition to the
East, carrying with him a quantity of goods belonging to
Staper and other merchants, intended for sale in Persia.
Mildenhall is stated to have betrayed his trust and to have
fled with the goods, intending to make his way once again to
India. Two Englishmen, named Richard Steel and Richard
Newman, were sent in pursuit. They overtook the fugitive
near the confines of Persia and forced him to return with them
to Ispahan, where he surrendered goods and money to the
value of £9,000 and received a full discharge. Being now free,
he resumed his journey to India ; and Steel, who had quarrelled
with Newman, undertook to bear him company. At Lahore
Mildenhall fell sick, and Steel went on alone to the court of
the Emperor, then at Ajmer, in Rajputina. By slow stages
Mildenhall reached Agra, whence he proceeded to Ajmer,
arriving in that town early in April 1614,

He was still very sick. Purchas (Pilgrimage. ed. 1626, p. 528)
says that he ¢ had learned (it is reported) the art of poysoning,
by which he made away three other Englishmen in Persia, to
make himself master of the whole stock ; but (I know not by
what means) himselfe tasted of the same cup and was exceed-
ingly swelled, but continued his life many moneths with
antidotes ’. The story, which is evidently based upon Withing-
ton’s assertions (given later in the present volume), is scarcely
a likely one, and Mildenhall’s illness was probably due to
natural causes. However, after lingering some time, he died
in June 1614. As he belonged to the old faith, his body was
conveyed to Agra and interred in the Roman Catholic cemetery
there. The tombstone marking the spot was discovered in
1909 by Mr. E. A. H. Blunt, who has prefixed a pl:olograph
of it to his Christian Tombs and Monuments in the Uited
Provinces. Itisin good preservation, and the following inscrip-
tion in Portuguese is still plainly legible : Joa de Mendenal,
Ingles, moreo aos I1[ dle Junhou 1614, One may say with
confidence that it is the oldest English monument in India ;
and a tablet with an English inscription has now been placed
upon it by the orders of the local government.

Just before his death Mildenhall made a will, leaving his
property to two children he had had in Persia by an Indian
woman during his first expedition. As cxecutor he appointed
a Frenchman named Augustin, who had accompanied him in

E2
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his second journey and had undertaken to marry his daughter
and bring up his son. To him, also, he bequeathed his papers,
including a diary which would now be of the greatest interest ;
unfortunately, it was burnt by the executor together with the
rest of the documents, immediately after Mildenhall’s death.
There is reason to beheve by the way, that this Frenchman
was none other than the ¢ Austin of Bordeaux > whose name
is often associated with the decoration of the Taj Mahal (see
the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, April 1910, and the
Journal of the Panjab Historical Society, vol. iv, no. 1). Mean-
while, at the .+ "¢ . .fS e] the East India Company’s
factors at Sur: ! . +*+  one of their number, Thomas
Kerridge (afterwards Pre51dent at Surat, 161621 and 1625-8),
to lay claim to Mildenhall’s goods on behalf of his employers.
Kerridge reached Ajmer on the very day of the fugitive’s
death, which was at once followed by the sequestration of the
estate on behalf of the imperial exchequer, in accordance with
the prevailing practice in the case of aliens dying in the
country. Then ensued a struggle between Kerridge and the
executor, each striving to obtain a grant of the estate from
the Emperor. Kerridge had in truth a weak case, being unable
to produce any authority from those on whose behalf he was
supposed to be acting, and having against him the discharge
given by Newman ; while his adversary was supported by the
Jesuit Fathers, whose sympathies were naturally with the
deceased. Kerridge bribed heavily, but without result, for
the Emperor, after hearing both sides, concluded that neither
had sufficient right thereto and decided to appropriate the
estate himself. Nevertheless, Kerridge persevered, and in the
end succeeded in recovering most of the money, which was
duly transmitted to England for distribution amongst Milden-
hall’s creditors.

The two documents here printed are taken from Purchas
His Pilgrimes, part i, book iii, chap. i, § 8. They were found
by Purchas among the papers of Richard Hakluyt, who may
have obtained them from Staper. In the foregoing account
of Mildenhall’s carcer I have drawn freely on an article of my
own published in The Gentleman’s Magazine of August 1906,
supplementing this from later information.

I

TuE twelfth of February, in the yeere of our Lord God 1599,
I, John Mildenhall of London, merchant, tooke upon me a
voyage from London towards the East-Indies, in the good
ship called the Hector of London, Richard Parsons being
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master, which carried a present to the Grand Seigneur! in
the same voyage. The seven and twentieth of April, 1599, we
arrived at Zante, where I frighted a satea [Ital. saettia, a swift
sailing vessel] and went into the island of Cio [Scio], from
thence to Smyrna, and from thence to Constantinople, where
I arrived the nine and twentieth of October, 1599 ; and there
I staied about my merchandize till the first of May, 1600,
Sir Henry Lillo beeing then Embassador ; upon which day
I passed from Constantinople to Scanderone [Iskanderun,
now Alexandretta] in Asia, where, in company of a chaus?
and some sixe other Turkes, I tooke my voyage for Aleppo
overland and arrived in Aleppo the foure and twentieth day
of the said May in safetie, without any trouble or molestation
by the way, and there abode two and fortie dayes, finding
there Master Richard Coulthrust for Consull. And the seventh
of July, 1600, I departed from Aleppo, in companie with many
other nations, as Armenians, Persians, Turkes, and divers
others, to the number of sixe hundred people in our carravan,
and onely of English Master John Cartwright, Preacher ;3
from whence we went to Bir, which is within three dayes
journey and stands upon the edge of the river Euphrates.
From thence we went to Urfa, which is five dayes journey,
which we found very hot. From thence we went to Caraemit
[Diarbekr], which is foure dayes journey. From thence to
Bitelis, a city under the government of a nation called the
Courdes [Kurds] yet under the subjection of Constantinople,
which is seven dayes journy ; and from thence to Van, which
is three dayes journy from Bitelis ; a city of great strength,
and by the side of the castle is a great lake of salt water,
navigable, and is in compasse nine dayes journey about, which
I my selfe have rowed round about. And once a yeere, at
the comming down of the snow waters from the mountaines,

! The Sultan of Turkey. The present was an organ built by Thomas
Dallam, who was sent out in charge of 1t. See his journal, published
by the Hakluyt Socicty 1n 1893.

* Turkish chaush, a minor official employcd in a variety of ways, such
as taking charge of a caravan.

8 In 1611 Cartwright published an account of his experiences under
the tatle of T'he Preacher’s T'ravels. See also Purchas His Pigrimes,
part i, lib, ix, cap. 4.
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there is abundance of fish, which come of themselves to one
end of the lake ; which I may compare to our herring-time
at Yermouth, where the countrey-people doe resort from divers
places and catch the said fish in great abundance, which they
salt and dry and keepe them all the yeare for their food ; the
fish are as big as pilcherds. From thence we went to Nacshian,!
which is sixe dayes journey ; and from Nacshian to Chiulfal,
which is halfc a dayes journcy ; and there we stayed cightecne
dayes. From thence we went to Sultania [Sultanich], and
from thence to Casbin [Kazvin] in Persia, which is fifteene
dayes journey, and there we abode thirty dayes. From thence
to Com [Kum], which is three dayes journey ; from thence
we went to Cashan [Kashan], which was seven dayes journey.
From thence Master Cartwright departed from us and went
to Spauhoan [Ispahén], the chiefe citie in Persia. From
Cashan to Yesd, which is tenne dayes journcy. From thence
I went to Curman [Kerman], which is tenne dayes journey ;
and from thence to Sigistam,? which is fouretcene daies
journey ; and from thence to Candahar, which is also foure-
tcene dayes journey.

II

CasBIN, the third day of October, 1606.

Worshipfull Sir, my duty remembred. Not having any other
of more auncient love then your selfe, I have thought good to
remecmber the manifold curtesics received, and partly to requite
them with the first newes of the successe of this my voyage
unto the court of the Great King of Mogor and Cambaia.

At myarrivallin Lahorathe of 1603, I dispatched
a poste for the Kings court, with my letters to Ilis Majestie
that I might have his free leave to come unto him and treat
of such businesse as I had to doec with him from my Prince ;
who foerthwith answered my letters and wrote to the Gover-
nour of Lahora to use mee with all honour and curtesie and to
send a guarde of horse and foote with me to accompanie me

1 Nakchivan, an ancient town in Erivan. Julfa, Mildenhall’s next
stopping-place, is about twenty-six miles farther south, where the road
to Tabriz crosses the Aras river.

¢ Sagistan, the old name of Sistan in Eastern Persia.
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to Agra, where his court was, beeing one and twentie dayes
journey from Lahora. And beeing neere arrived, I was very
well met, and an house with all things necessarie was appointed
for mee by the King; where reposing my selfe two dayes,
the third day I had audience and presented His Majestie with
nine and twentie great horses, very faire and good, such as
were hardly found better in those parts (some of them cost
me fiftie or threescore pounds an horse), with diverse jewels,
rings, and carerings to his great liking. And so I was dismissed
with his great favour and content.

The third day after, having made before a great man my
friend, he called me into his Councell ; and comming into his
presence, he demanded of me what I would have and what
my businesse was. I made him answere that his greatnesse
and renowmed kindnesse unto Christians was so much blased
through the world that it was come into the furthermost parts
of the westerne occan and arrived in the court of our Queeqe
of Englands Most Excellent Majestie ; who desired to have .
friendship with him and, as the Portugals and other Christians
had trade with His Majestie, so her subjects also might have
the same, with the like favours ; and farther, because there
have beene long warres betwcene Her Majestic and the King
of Portugall, that if any of their ships or portes werc taken by
our nation, that he would not take it in evill part, but suffer
us to enjoy them to the use of our Quecnes Majestie. All this
the King commanded to be written downe by his secretarie,
and said that in short space he would give me answere. With
that I withdrew my selfe (with leave) and went to my house.
Within eight or ten dayes after, hee sent me home in money
to the value of five hundred pound sterling, the first time with
very comfortable speeches. Shortly after, as I was informed,
hee sent to certaine Jesuites which lived there in great honour
and credit, two in Agra and two others in Lahora,! and shewed
them my demands ; whereat the Jesuites were in an exceeding
great rage; and whereas before wee were friends, now we
grew to be exceeding great enemies. And the King asking

! The two at Agra were Jerome Xavier and Anthony Machado, while
those at Lahore were Manoel Pinheiro and Francisco Corsi; see Sir.
Edward Maclagan’s article already mentioned.
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their opinion in this matter, they flatly answered him that
our nation were all theeves and that I was a spye, sent thither
for no other purpose to have friendship with His Majestie but
that afterward our men might come thither and get some of
his ports, and so put His Majestie to much trouble ; saying
withall that they had eleven yeares served His Majestie and
were bound by their bread and salt that they had eaten to
speake the truth, although it were against Christians. With
these and many more such speeches the King and his Councell
were all flat against mee and my demands, but made no shew
thereof to me in any respect ; but I knew it by friends which
I had in his court. Afterward they caused five commande-
ments to bee drawne and sent them mee, with all things that
I had written, saving they had left out the taking of the ships
and the ports of the Portugals; which when I had read, I
presently went to the court and made demand of the other
articles. The King answercd that hee would againe speake
with his Councell and make answere.

In this manner rested my businesse, and every day I went
to the court, and in every eighteenc or twentie dayes I put
up Ars [Hind. arz] or petitions ; and still he put mee off with
good words and promised that this day and tomorrow I should
have them. In this manner seeing my seclfe delayed, and
being at exceeding great expenses of eightecne or twentie
servants (horsemen and foot), I withdrew my selfe from going
to the court, in so much that in thirtie daycs I went not. At
length the King, remembring me, sent to call for me. At my
comming, he asked the cause why I came not as I was wont.
I answered that I had come into his countrey only upon the
great renowme of his excellencie and had wasted five yeares
in travaile, and could not obtamne so much as a commande-
ment at his hands which was wholly for his profit and nothing
for his lossc ; adding that if I had asked some greater reward
of him, hee would much more have denyed me. With that
he presently called for garments for me of the Christian
fashion very rich and good, and willed me not to be sad,
because every thing that I would have should be accomplished
to mine owne content.

So with these sweet words I passed sixe monethes more.
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And then, seeing nothing accomplished, I was exceeding
wearie of my lingring, and could do nothing ; and the rather
for that I was out of money. I should have declared before
how the Jesuites day and night sought how to work my dis-
pleasure. First, they had given to the two chiefest Counsellors
that the King had at the least five hundred pounds sterling
a piece, that they should not in any wise consent to these
demands of mine ; so that, when I came to present them,
they would not accept of any thing at my hands, although I
offered them very largely ; and where I had any friendship,
they would by all meanes seeke to disgrace me. But God ever
kept me in good reputation with all men. Moreover, whereas
I had hired in Aleppo an Armenian named Seffur [Safar], to
whom I gave twentie duckets the moneth, which served me
very well for mine interpreter foure yeares, now, comining
neere to the point of my speciall busimnesse, the Jesuites had
soone wrought with him also in such sort that he quarrelled
with me and went his way ; whereby I was destitute of a
drugman?! and my sclfe could speake little or nothing. Now
in what case I was in these remote countries without friends,
money, and aninterpreter, wisemen may judge. Yet afterward
I got a schoolemaster, and in my house day and night I so
studied the Persian tongue that in sixe moncthes space I could
speake it somcthing reasonably. Then I went in great dis-
contentment to the King and gave him to understand how
the Jesuites had dealt with mc in all points, and desired His
Majesties licence to depart for mine owne countrey, where I
might have redresse for mine injurics reccived ; and withall
told him how small it would s