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Karanika Kumara Yogi

This is an inspiring account of a great
Veerasaivacharya of the present century written
by his disciple who is himself a Swamiji of
repute. Sadashivayya, for that was the name
of the Acharya (who was also known by his
popular epithet as Kumara Yogi) was born in
1867 of very poor parents, in a village of Rani-
bennur taluk, Dharwar district. Very early in
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his childhood he had lost his father. He learnt
his three R’s under his grandfather in a pial
school. Along with his meagre schooling, he had
to go about in the village from door to door with
the begging bowl for supplementing the slender
resources of the family. During one such rounds,
he was taunted by an elderly person. That was
the turning point in Sadashivayya’s sublime life.
Thence on, it was a burning desire in him to
acquire great knowledge and serve humanity. He
came across good souls like Rachayya and
Basavappaya of Samala. He studied the six monu-
mental works of the Nijagunashivayogi. He began
to realise the importance of Ishta, Prana and
Bhava Lingas and would never leave for a
moment the company of ‘¢ Kaivalya Paddhati. ”
Unconsciously he was becoming a Veerasaiva
mystic, While he was doing work as a teacher
in Lingadahalli, one day his mother came to him
and prevailed upon him to get married. The
arguments set forth by him for taking up the vow
of celibacy are classic, Then for about a decide
Kumara Yogi wanders in search of the right
Guru. He spent many long years with the famous
Sidharudha Swami of Hubli, but the real Guru
who delivered him ¢ the spiritual goods > was
Yelandur Basavalingaswami. Thus initiated, he
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does penance in ¢ Shambhu Betta . At the end
of twelve years he realises the ¢ truth ”’. He goes
into the world with spiritual zest and zeal to serve
the suffering humanity. North Karnataka was
his sphere of action. With his austere example
of plain living and high thinking he woke the
Veerasaiva socicty from its deep slumber and
spurred it on to action. His mystic musings,
appreciation of true culture, eflective mass con-
tact, magnetic, pcrsonality, cstablishment of the
great Sivayoga Mandir, pious life, and love of
arts are some of the landmarks in his glorious
career. In 1930 Kumara Yogi became united
with the Lord (Lingaikya).

The prose styleis good, Some of the inci-
dents are moving and significant. The author
has done justice to his subject.

Jndu M. M. BHAT.
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