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To JOHN HANSEN THOMAS MAIN,
President of Grinnell College 1906-1931

DEAR PRESIDENT MAIN:
| think you would approve of this book. And | know that
wherever you are and whatever you are doing, you will smile
on my enterprise and wave your hand in theold large, benig-
nant gesture. | wish, indeed, that before you left us we could
have talked over the chapter on your well-beloved Plato, but
at least you liked the idea of it when | told you what | was
tryingtodo. | can still hear you repeat the prayer of Socrates:
Beloved Pan and all yeother gods who haunt this place...,
a prayer that was nearer your heart than even the Da mihi,
Domine, scire quod sciendum est, though | remember we agreed
that the what is worth knowing— so admirable and so unusual
a thing to pray for — wasvery Greek in its dresson the es
sential thing."! We used to have some good talks about those
Greeks, though you saw their limitations clearly enough
too. So here is my book about them, and | am asking your
blessing on it, adapting that prayer a little and making it
—* Grant, O Lord, that | havetold what wasworth telling.'
CECIL FAIRFIELD LAVELL






PREFACE

A NUM BER of yearsago | was asked by a senior student,
a colleague of another department, and a lawyer — all
within one week — to suggest a history that would tell who
the Greeks were and what gave them their amazing fame.
| wassurprisingly at aloss Therewereanumber of excellent
books, of course. But their arrangement was that of historical
and classical scholars writing for historical and classcal stu-
dents, and following an academic convention by which the
Greeks were seen almost wholly as organized into city-states.
Athens and Sparta, Corinth and Miletus, and scores of
other cities were the dramatis personae and the action was
centered around political adventures and constitutional ad-
justments.

Now the city-state organization of the Greeks was of quite
vital consequence and their political doings were both fasci-
nating and instructive. Y et valuable as such narratives were
within their limits, the limits excluded much that was of
paramount importance and included much that to most
present-day minds is of no importance at all." So | decided
to s.e — as time and energy might permit — what could be
done, and this book is the result. Whether it will serve its
purpose or not, | do not know until it is tried, but at least
the purpose is clear and is worth aiming at. It is to tell
the story of the ancient Greeks with a view to seeing and
showing what they did that permanently mattered.

! Thus, Oman's History of Greece, written by a distinguished Oxford

scholar of our own day, gives one hundred and thirty pages to the
Peloponnesian War and just half a page to Socrates.
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| found, however, that to do thisinvolved mein an unfore-
seen— and for some time unrealized — dilemma. It must
frequently happen to a historian as to a novelist that he be-
comesinterested in afield to be explored, makesapreliminary
map, follows up his trails and sets down his discoveries, and
finds when he gets through that he has come out not at all
where he expected to. That this had been my own case was
hard at first to believe — even when it was pointed out to
me by an acute and friendly critic — because my original
Intention had remained intact. That intention was, as| have
said, to narrate as clearly as | could the essentid achieve-
ments of the Greek people. But theword ‘essential’ involves
apersond judgment. Therealm of truth is not a democracy.
All facts are by no means equal, and no historian can or wants
to tell all of them. He must select, and the value of his narra-
tivewill depend largely on the basis of his selection.

But that selection may be and often is automatic and un-
conscious, when as one goes ahead the characters come aive
of their own accord, take their places unexpectedly but none
the less positively in foreground or background, and write
for themsdves their own plot. Which turns out to have
been my own experience. | could not eliminate the city-state
and its affairs any more than a painter can eliminate the
ground that hisfigures stand on. But it seemed clear that
in thisparticular story politics mattered less than philosophy.
To do the very thing | had set out to do | was compelled to
sethe story of the Greek people as the epic of Greek
thought.

For the Greeks are and ought to be interesting to a modern
primarily as pioneers of the western way of regarding both
ourselves and our world of people and things— pioneers
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whose inquisitive and creative genius determined the direc-
tion and forms of much of our intellectual life to this day.
It might be supposed that if thisis so my dilemmawould be
solved by the simple expedient of concentrating on Greek
thought. But thought is one of those elusive things that be-
come unintelligible when they are considered by themselves.
It has to be considered in relation to the conditions that
stimulate and direct it, and the less we do so consider it the
more sure we can be that we are emptyingit of all value — as
both Francis Bacon and Immanuel Kant, each in his own
way, long ago pointed out. Thought and facts, thatisto say,
create one another.

Now the Greeks, with all their subtlety, were a practical
people, even if their notions of what was practical were not
quite ours. Thewhole point of thinking, asthey conceivedit,
was to solve problems by finding the essential and universal
in them, and if the solution they reached was never complete,
it did come to be oneof the richest and most fruitful answers
to the riddle of life ever set forth. It is illustrated in the
Parthenon and the Antigone as well as in Plato, and it is
the best clue to the understanding of an extraordinarily single-
minded people. As the Hebrews failed when they forgot the
living reality of Jehovah, the Greeks failed when they forgot
theliving reality of what they called Philosophy.

So in recording the flow and interaction of events and re-
flections — but stressing reflections on the why and how and
to what end of it all — | have felt that | was really telling the
story of the Greeks — believing that if they are to be under-
stood and their place in the history of mankind estimated in
true perspective, they should be studied in the things they
did that were of permanent value: in their strength, not their
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weskness, in their best and most characteristic forms of ex-
presson, not those in which they failed. This opens up a
debatable question, no doubt, but for good orill itistheprin-
ciple on which my story has been told.*

One confesson ought to be made. | have found myself
unable to decide on any consistent standard of spelling. It
gams clear that in discusing the Greeks one should say
Zeus, Athena, and Odysseus, not Jupiter, Minerva, and
Ulysses. And it is believed by many that we should adopt aso
the Greek spelling for Greek names. In many cases this
s reasonable enough, but | cannot convince myself that
| ought to write Sokrates or Aischulos, Perikles or Thou-
kudides. It is a comfort to remember that even the learned
make no effort to be consistent in referring to cities of another
gpeech. The Italians do not say Naples or Florence, but we
do. London has to resign itself to being Londres in a French
newspaper and Koln to being Cologne. And the Greeks
themselves werejust as cardess in regard to names of persons
as well as places. Herodotus did not trouble himself in the
least about calling his Persian and Egyptian kingswhat they
called themsdves — was in fact far less particular than we
are. Atany rate, it seamed impossible to be consistent with-
out being occasionally ludicrous, so | have followed no plan
whatever, adopting in each case the spelling that happened
to be most familiar to myself.

I't will be of assstance to any reader to have at hand the
Hellenic Civilization of Botsford and Sihler, an excellent and
very convenient compilation of extracts from the source

! Cf. this from Professor Shotwell's History of History: 'History is
more than events. It is the manifestation of life, and behind each event

is some effort of mind and will, while within each circumstance exists
some power to stimulate or obstruct.’
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material. Quite asvaluable— more so to philosophic minds
—isCornford'sbook of sdectionsillustrating Greek Religious
Thought published by J. M. Dent and Sons M any partsof
my sory that are unavoidably brief will be found clearly
told at greater detail in the higtories of Breasted, Bury, Bots-
ford and Ferguson and in the fascinating volumes of the
Cambridge Ancient History. These books contain also biblio-
graphieswhich will point theway to further reading and which
make ancther one quite unnecessary. Now and then, indeed,
it has ssamed advisable to suggest pedfic references in foot-
notes, but these are soldy to eadly available booksin English.
And it must beremembered that no reading of modern books,
however good, will take the place of some first-hand contact
with the Gresk mind and theway it expressed itsdlf. Every-
one ought toread thelliad and the Odyssey, thefirst book of
Herodotus, thefirst two booksof Thucydides, the Agamemnon
of ZEschylus, the Antigone or the (Edipus Rex of Sophodes,
the Phaado and the Republic of Plato. He who reads these
has entered one of the richest treasurehousss in the world
and isunlikely to sop at the entrance.

My debtsareinnumerable and mog of them are untrace-
able. There are three, however, that | mus gratefully
acknowledge. To Professor W. S, Ferguson and Professor
A. D. Nock, of Harvard Universty, | owe suggesions and
congructive criticiams that helped me to avoid some serious
misstatements and migudgments. For my use of those ug-
gegtions they are not respongble in the least, and they may
recave my final report with fierce disapproval, but they
pointed the way to many quite vital things that | should
certainly have overlooked without their friendly aid. And
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to my wife | owe, not only indispensable assisance in the
proof-reading, but the verifying of references and the correct-
ing of countless obscuritiesand rough spots as shewent along.
For all of which | give heartfelt thanks. A desert island, even
with an ample library, would be, after all, a poor place

for work.
C.F.L.
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A BIOGRAPHY OF
THE GREEK PEOPLE

CHAPTERI

The Heroic Age

I N THE beginning there was Chaos, 'without form and

void,' then Earth and Heaven. From these were born (no
one knows how — and why should one ask futile questions?)
giants and gods and monsters of all kinds. Kronos was the
greatest of these until he was overthrown by his son Zeus,
who then became King of Heaven, ruling all things from his
seat in high Olympus, so far, at any rate, as Fate allowed,
for Fate was even stronger than Zeus. And so much for the
beginning.

Zeus did not make theworld. It was there long before he
was born in Crete. But according to the poet Hesiod, who no
doubt knew as much about it as anyone, he did make man
with the assistance of the craftsman god Hephaistos, who
also fashioned the first woman under specific instructions
from the King of Heaven. Man was created, however, not
once for all as the Hebrew account has it, but in a series of
experiments — these experiments constituting the five ages
of human history, the golden age, the silver age, the bronze
age, the age of heroes, and the last one, the age of iron in
which we live. Very possibly these may have overlapped.
Just as some of us wonder whether there may not be in our
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venstheblood of Neanderthal man or even Pithecanthropus
erectus, 0 Hesod'sfive agesmay have had some sort of con-
tinuity. But this was and is a matter of small importance.

Thefive ages will do very well without vain inquisition.

Of the firs three of these 'cycles thereis no record. But
of the heroic age, when men and gods were on such inti-
mate terms that they intermarried, so that practically all of
the heroeshad divineblood in their veins, therearememories
preserved by the poats These memories are naturally a
little confused and lacking in sequence, but some of the
heroes gand out quite clearly both in personality and ex-
ploits, like Heracles and Perseus and Jason and Belerophon
and Minos, and thosewho a littlelater took part in the great
expedition againg Troy. From thee sorang not, one sup-
poss the whole human race; peoples like the Ethiopians and
the Perdans must account for their own origin; but certainly
the Gresks. At leas some of them, though the divine de-
oent isnot so dear as it might be in this unhappy iron age,
when the godsno longer appear to mortalsin thefriendly and
companionable way they once did.

Now such an introduction to any account of the Greks
would have ssamed fairly reasonable and adequate to a sixth-
century Athenian. A century later it might have been smiled
at by some as naive and uncritical, but the smile would have
been a tolerant one implying no urge to look into the matter
and correct it. Wefind this annoying and incomprehensble,
but we must remember that, while the contemporaries and
uocoessrs of Socrates were as curious as we are, they were
not curious in quite the same way or about the same things.
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They had some historical feeling, but it was not exacting
and not at all like ours. Poetry and legend served their
purpose very well. No Greek ever dreamed that atimewould
come when descendants of the peoples called vaguely Hyper-
boreans® — those who lived 'at the back of the north wind’
— would be eager to know far more than the poets told and
would try to bridge with facts the great gulf between the
beginning of things — whatever that may mean — and the
living present. Andifthey had dreamed of it they would have
considered such inquisitiveness foolish or even unwholesome.

Who then were these people who were so careless about
preserving exact information about their ancestors? We call
them Greeks, but they called themselves Hellenes and their
land Hellas. Hellas was not, however, the name of a specified
territory, distinctly bounded by frontiers in the modern
fashion. It was hardly a geographical name at all. Wherever
there were Hellenes, there was Hellas. Our traditional asso-
ciation of the name Greece with one peninsulaisjust as mis-
leading as it would be to limit the adjective British to those
who livein England. Most of the brilliant namesin the Hel-
lenic record, except for about a hundred years,” belonged to
men who lived in the islands or in Asia or — in later days—
Egypt. So if we make a map to clear up the course of our
story, Hellas means the sea and coast-line from the Adriatic
to the Hellespont, from the Hellespont to the Nile, with a
projection westward to South Italy —including, of course,
the islands from Sicily to Cyprus. And the Hellenes, differ-
ing as much as Americans do in gifts and temperament,
lived in compact little city-states all over that area, bound

! Hyper, beyond; Boreas, the north wind.
! The great age of Athens, roughly 500-400 B.C.
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together, not definitely and firmly by a common gover nment,
but vaguely by a common language— with many dialects
—a tradition of common descent, a more or less common
religion, and a common interest in athletics and poetry. For
the most part they were no more united in political feeling
than the nations of modern Europe. And thiswastrue from
the earliest times of which we have record down to their
conquest by Rome.

That expression — 'earliest times' — is vague, and it has
to be. If anyone indsts that we ought to begin the story of
the Hellenes at the real beginning, refusng to be satisfied
with Hesiod's account of the 'five ages’ he will have to be
told, regretfully, that no one knows where they came from
or how they got to where wefind them. We call them Euro-
peans, akin to the Italians and Germans of later ages rather
than to the Arabs or the Chinese. But to say that all Euro-
peans— even all Greeks— have a common origin, much
more to locate and define that origin, is to become involved
at once in endless and relatively unprofitable disputations.
Unprofitable because even if the question could be settled it
would enlighten usvery littleasregards Helleniccivilization.
As much and aslittle, perhaps, asresearch into Shakespere's
ancestry would help usto understand Haml et.

Greek history does not, in fact, begin with the Greeksin
any racial sn It begins rather with theworld into which
they dropped when they came from the north or east asrude
barbarians, clan by clan and tribe by tribe, to wander and
settle all over the AEgean lands. Or more precisdly it begins
with their arrival. For when the Achaians— vanguard of
the Hellenes—reached the shores of the Mediterranean,
they found there a vigorous group of peoples who had al-
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ready gone far in solving the problems of social, industrial,
and intellectual life' The Hellenic civilization as it de-
veloped was not, of course, modeled on those of Egypt and
Phoenicia and Crete: the plant does not model itself on the
soil that makes the seed germinate and grow any more than
the soil can determine whether the seed will turn out to be a
maple tree or a carrot. It isinconceivable that the Hellenes
would have become Hellenes if they had settled on the shores
of the Baltic, even if it is equally unlikely that the stimulat-
ing world of the eastern Mediterranean could have made
Hellenes out of Hottentots. But however we express it in
biological or social terms, the Greeks found their first teachers
in the traders and travelers of western Asia and northeastern
Africa whose busy ships traversed the waters between Italy
and Tyre. And they must have learned even more from the
people whose cities they occupied or destroyed as they
advanced.

About these wild, early days we have a curious combina-
tion of vivid knowledge and bewildering ignorance. The
Greeks of the great age, as has been already remarked, were
singularly lacking in our passon for accurate information
about remote things. And yet they were immensely inter-
ested in the primitive age of their race, moreinterested than
we are in ours. To determine by scientific investigation pre-
cisely what took place a thousand years before never occurred
to them. But they delighted in keeping alive all kinds of
traditions and playing with them in a creative and imagina-
tive way, retelling old stories, changing details whenever they
felt inclined, weaving them into their songs and their dramas,

! sethefirst eight chapters of Breasted's Ancient Times and thefirst
two chapters of Botsford's Hellenic History.
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their vase-painting and their sculptures, even their philoso-
phy. Now on many points the rich treasures uncovered by
modern archeologists illustrate these old stories and prove a
substratum of actual fact in them. And this comforts us
greatly. We are trained nowadays to look severely on in-
vented history, no matter how agreeable. It may be our
form of superstition, as a German philosopher has suggested,
but we like to feel that at least some of the events narrated
did occur.

And no doubt some of them did. But the very expression
— 'actual fact'—illustrates the difference between the
Greek mind and ours. With all the eager curiosity and sharp
intelligence of Athenian and Alexandrian thinkers the buried
cities of the distant past remained unexplored for century
after century. The story of Agamemnon, of his brilliant
career and tragic death, they knew as well as an Englishman
knows King Alfred and the cakes or an American knows
George Washington and the cherry tree, and they reflected
about it seriously. But the enthusiasm of Dr. Schliemann
when he announced in 1876 that he had discovered the verit-
able body of Agamemnon, buried with all the panoply of
royal splendor in the ruins of his city, would have stirred no
thrill in the heart of Pericles or Socrates. That he had lived
and had had a dramatic share in great matters was certain.
But why this excitement about his skeleton? An enterprising
Frenchman* has tried to verify the exact route followed by
Odysseus in his return from Troy to Ithaka. Thus the ad-
venture with Polyphemus took place apparently on the Ital-
ian shorejust north of Naples. But why so much effort when
the whole story istold clearly in the Odyssey! Itisa question

! Victor Bérard,Les Phéniciens d I'Odyssée
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of difference in mental attitude. The Greek notion of a fact
was based on interest and human value, ours on what a
camera would have shown if it had been snapped at a propi-
tious moment.

It almost seems a case in which the strict truth would
be automatically untrue, which is not uncommon but is dis-
concerting. Evidently some mental adjustment is called for.
We cannot deliberately accept fable as fact and surrender
our wish to know what did actually happen, yet we cannot
entirely throw away the fable. But the problem is stimulat-
ing rather than hopeless. We need to throw away nothing
that is genuine, and we know that myth often gives us a
priceless clue to energies and motives and all the dynamic
intangibles that make history a living record. But because
we are what we are we want first to get such skeletal struc-
ture as our evidence permits. And if we diligently put to-
gether thefindingsof archeology, the picturesque if confusing
mass of legend, and a few sentences from Herodotus and
Thucydides,* we can make an outline that is useful and is
certainly truewithinitswoefully inadequate limits.

[

First, then, and as far back as we can go — say, from 3000
B.C. to about 1500 B.C. — there was a fairly common type
of civilization all over the /Egean lands, held together loosely
or otherwise in an empire and nowadays given the name
Minoan. Then came newcomers — the Greeks, as we call

! Two historians of the fifth century who wrote accounts of con-
temporary events, but did find it relevant to make a few statements
about the distant past. Thucydides (r, c. 1-4) even gave a usful little
summary of ancient Greek history. How much he really knew about
it we have no way of finding out.
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them — Achaians, Aolians, lonians, and Dorians — whose
arrival, coinciding with the collapse of the empire, began a
long period of division and confusion that lasted roughly
from about 1500 B.C. to 1100 or 1000 B.C., though this in-
terval between two civilizations can hardly be dated even
approximately. Then, slowly, came the rise of settled com-
munities, cities like Sparta and Athens and countless others,
and the taking shape of a new culture quite unlike that
which had preceded it. This makes three clearly marked
periods — the Cretan or Minoan, the Achaian or Mycenaean,
and the Hellenic, a terminology which we are making less
precise than the experts do but which will serve our purpose.
Thefirst two of these, practically indistinguishable in Greek
tradition, cover Hesiod's ' Age of the Heroes.'

It seems, then, that our story should begin with the
Minoan Empire. But the Minoan Empire we know only
throughitsruined shell: it iswhat a devastated New Y ork or
London or Rome would be if all records were destroyed, the
monuments only monuments, without any of the human ele-
ments of passion and purpose that would animate the dead
things and translate them into an epic. Y et we do have facts,
facts of a certainty above all chronicles. Ruined castles and
frescoed walls, vases and tablets, swords and carved jewels,
bear incontrovertible witness to a great sea-power that had
its center in Crete and extended its sway over all the islands
and coasts of the later Hellas.! Ages before Socrates, ages
before David and Solomon, ages before the rise of Nineveh,
when Egypt was at the height of her glory, the first chapter

! & Baikie, The Sea-Kings of Crete, and Hawes, Crete, The Fore-
runner of Greece. Botsford, Hellenic History, chapter 2, is perhaps the
best short account of Minoan civilization. It is only a summary, but a
good one, with adequate references for further inquiry.
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in the history of Europe was being written, a sequel or com-
panion to that which was written in the valleys of the Nile
and the Euphrates. It belongs to the history of the Greeks
only as the story of Rome and Roman Britain belongsto the
history of England. If we could see the Greek lands as they
wer e about, say, 2000 B.C., the picturewould show no Greeks,
no buildings or sculptures or language or customs that were
in theleast like the Greek. But it would show a busy, culti-
vated, intelligent people, merchants, sailors, fighters, sports-
men, potters, painters, scribes, architects, skilled artists in
bronze and gold, workers and idlers of all kinds— civilized
men and women, in short — scattered over the sea in swift
ships and over the idands and main lands in walled cities.
We cannot tell about them any of the things that a modern
historian loves, for all written records have perished or are
unreadable. But for the archeologist — and the dreamer —
theMinoan civilization isthemost fascinatinghunting ground
in the world.

Thename of one great king, Minos, survived in tradition,
and that iswhy we call this age of Cretan power and culture
Minoan. Minos himself may indeed be a myth, to be classed

! 'There is a land called Crete in the midst of the wine-dark sea, a
fair land and a rich, begirt with water, and therein are many men in-
numerable, and ninety cities... And among these citiesisthe mighty
city Cnossus, wherein Minoswhen he was nine yearsold began torule,
he who held converse with great Zeus’ (Odyssey, x| X, lines 170 ff.
Butcher and Lang, trans.) ‘* Minos,” says Thucydides, ‘is thefirst to
whom tradition ascribes the possesson of a navy. He made himsdf
master of a great part of what is now termed the Hellenic Sea, con-
quered the Cyclades, and wasthefirst colonizer of most of them.'

The story of the liberation of Athens from Cretan domination may
be read most agreeably in Plutarch's Theseus. We do not need to be-
lieveit unlesswewant to, but every Athenian did, which ismuch more
important.
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in our superior modern way with King Arthur and William
Tell. But the Minoan Empire was no myth; Cnosus was a
real city; and at least we know more about the 'Minoans’
than the Greeksthemsdlvesdid. Every Athenian knew about
Minos and had heard of his wonder-working engineer Dai-
dalos, who built the Labyrinth and made automatic servants
and found out how to fly. Everyone could tell how Theseus
penetrated the Labyrinth and killed the Minotaur and won
the independence of Athens. But whether Minos was a real
person, whether his name was like Cassar and Pharaoh — a
title given to a whole line of rulers— whether his city was
destroyed by rebels or rivals or Achaian raiders, the Greeks
never cared and we shall probably never know.

Presumably the Cretan Empire ended with the fall of
Cnossus. Ended, however, only as the Roman civilization
ended with the fall of Rome. Thecrash of a great institution
is always a matter of grave concern and far-reaching conse
guence, but a civilization never does end with the collapse
of its political form unless that collapse means the practical
annihilation of a people. It may very well, however, indicate
or bring about a radical change, the dose of an era, and this
much may be said of both Rome and Crete, for in each case
there was involved the entry of a new and supremely impor-
tant element. Thiswas the arrival of formidable barbarians
—in the one cae the Germans, in the other the Greeks.

For at some unknown date, possibly about 1500 B.C., pos-
sibly earlier, there appeared on the ZAgean shores the new-
comers who were called by their descendants and succesors
the Achaians, bringingwith them the Greek language and the

! Described in detail by Sir Arthur Evans, The Palace of Cnossus —
presumably the palace called by the Greeks the Labyrinth.
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radiant gods of Olympus. Bit by bit they spread over Greece,
almost certainly mixing with the inhabitants and absorbing
whatever they found congenial in the native culture, like the
Franks in Gaul, the Gothsin Italy, the English in Britain.
It may have been at their hands that Cnossus fell, and it
may not. At any rate, the center of power shifted from
Crete to themainland, more especially to Mycenae and Argos,
and the empire of Minos gave place to independent and semi-
independent Achaian principalities— forerunners of the
Greek city-states— that dotted the Agean world from the
idands west of the Greek peninsula to the coast of Asia. So
for convenience we may say that the Minoan era was suc-
ceeded by the Achaian or Mycenaean, the Greek Middle Age.*
Later generations called it the age of the heroes, and blended
the memory of it with still older memories, the deeds of
Minoans and Achaians inextricably interwoven. For many
centuries the Achaians were asreal as the Athenians, the gods
as real as the heroes, real even in their faults and their bru-
talities, only with a kind of glory about them — like Abraham
and Jacob to a Jew, or Wallace and Bruce to a Scot, or
Charlemagne and Roland to a Frenchman. For us, whether
supermen or not, they were the heralds of a new era.

One Achaian tradition is so human, so vivid and positive,

1Or Late Minoan, dividingMinoan intol, 1 ,and 11 1. Mr.J. W.
Mackail (Lectureson Greek Poetry, Introduction) has usad the word
mediaeval for the Achaian age, and it ssams suggestive, as describing
the age of confuson between the two brilliant periods of the Minoan
empireand Helleniccivilization. Sothat toa Greek who had our mod-
ernlikingfor classfication history might bedivided into Ancient (M in-
oan or Cretan), Mediaeval (Achaian or Mycenaean) and Modern or
Hellenic. Precise dates would be impossible, of course, for the three
ages would shade into one ancther just asour Ancient, Mediaeval and
Modern do.
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that it isimmortal — thewar with Troy. It isquite possble
to speculate on economic and geographic causes for such a
war.! Troy dominated the entrance to the Hellespont, the
strait that we call the Dardanelles. Now the Hellespont
was the one line of communication with the Black Sea, whence
the AEgean peoples have from time immemorial drawn a
great part of their supply of grain. Troy must have gained
her wealth from the tolls of the /£gean merchants, using her
commanding position as a mediaeval robber baron usad a
castle overlooking a highroad or a river, and she may have
pushed her exactions beyond the point of endurance. But
reasonable and interesting as such speculations may be, they
are basad on no information. The ancient story does not
dwell on any such unexciting cause of trouble as the corn
supply. Thetalerunsthat a Trojan prince, Paris, who was
the guest of Menelaos, king of Sparta, carried off to Troy
Helen, the beautiful wife of hishost. Theindignant Menelaos
sought theaid of his powerful brother, Agamemnon, king of
Mycenae, and Agamemnon summoned all the Achaians to
join him in a war of vengeance. The war lasted ten years
and ended in the fall of Troy.

Thucydides tells us that only eighty years after the de-
struction of Troy (traditional date 1184 B.C.), the Dorians,
another Hellenic people, came down into southern Greece
and conquered the Peloponnesus. The date may not be cor-
rect, but the thing itself certainly occurred. The supremacy
of the Achaians was ended forever. A district in the north
of the peninsula perpetuated their name, but Mycenee was
blotted out, and Argos and Sparta became seats of Dorian

! Se Walter Leaf's illuminating discusson in Troy: A Study in Ho-
meric Geography.
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power. Nevertheless, the 'Heroic Age' was fated not to die.
It was made an inexhaustible treasury for story-tellers and
poets and moralists, to be drawn on always and everywhere.
Even the conquering Dorians may have had pleasurein tales
and songs of the princes that they had supplanted. Rude
fighting people asthey were, they liked to consder themselves
descendants of the pre-Achaian hero Heracles, returning to
their ancestral home, eager to share in the glamour of an older
time. And at Athens, in the idands, and in Asia Minor,
colonized by Greeks along the coast during the generations
after the Trojan War, there were kings and warriors unsub-
dued by the Dorian spears who boasted descent from the
heroes and listened gladly to lays of the Achaians. M any such
lays must have come down from the time of Agamemnon
himself and others were added from time to time, all singing
of the great days of old and ignoring the duller times and
petty exploits of the present. And in due season some of
these were fused together in the magnificent epics that tell
of the wrath of Achilles and the wanderings of Odysseus.

LI

We come, then, to Homer. It is to the lliad and the
Odyssey, as everyone knows, that we owe any really living
picture of the heroic age. Their historical significance we
cannot ignore even if we want to, and very few of us want
to. But to appreciate it we must keep in mind two things.
In thefirst place the poems were not contemporary with the
events they narrate. The traditional chronology of later
times separated Homer from Agamemnon by three hundred
years — which still remains a good enough guess— and to
expect from the poet exactness of historic fact would be ab-
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surd even if he were a conscientious chronicler and not a
minstrel. |f fact and truth were the same thing then Homer
might indeed be applauded for the music of his verse, but the
deeds of his heroes should be taken no more serioudy than
the adventures of the Red Cross Knight or the White Rabbit
or Kenneth Grahame's Mole. There is a snse, however, in
which the minstrel is more apt to tell the truth than the
chronicler. Theinaccuracy that is fatal in the oneisinstruc-
tivein theother. Or rather, both chronicler and minstrel are
automatically and inevitably accurate about some things.
Thus if | carefully set it down that the battle of Waterloo
was fought in 1789, | am stating that which is not true and
can do nothing but mislead. |f, however, | am an old soldier
of Napoleon, setting down in 1850 my memories of the Em-
peror and his campaigns, | may be wrong in all my specific
facts and yet tell the truth, truth that has value— not the
truth about Austerlitz and Waterloo, but the truth about a
soldier of the Empire and the way he regarded things. If
what iswanted is precisdly what occurred at 2 P.M ., June 18,
1815, the reminiscences of Soult or the account by Soult's
grandson of what the old Mar shal had told him may be worse
than worthless. If what iswanted is the drift of opinion and
belief in nineteenth-century France, the character and power
of the Napoleon legend, the living picture of the Empirethat
had dynamic reality to millions of Frenchmen for generation
after generation, then the reconstructed, fanciful, gilded
memory may be more true than even the most accurate
chronicle —i.e., be of more use in explaining the course of
events. What the student of history would like is both kinds
of evidence, each having its own kind of value. But if he
cannot have both kinds, he welcomes what he can get. Only
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he must not confuse them. A reminiscence is not to be mis-
taken for a stenographic report or a photograph. But it may
contain elements — quite priceless elements—that the
stenographer would never have heard or the film recorded.
Itissowith Homer. The poet who was consciously telling
of an older age was also and unconsciously reflecting his own,
as a Norman poet singing of King Arthur would portray a
sixth-century prince and hiscompanionsin the guise of twelfth-
century knights— only made colossal — and wistfully look
back to see wishes realized, griefs wiped out, ideals become
facts, in a dream that looked backward instead of forward,
itsvery unreality tied firmly to experience. |If the magic of
irresponsible fancy opened to him a world not his own, it
would still be his own world glorified and remade. Present
and past would beinextricably interwoven, involuntary and
inevitable truth with luxuriant fiction. Just where Homer
embodies a genuine Mycenaean tradition — true or fabulous
as the case might be — and where he is reflecting conditions
and ideas of the ninth century, we can rarely tell. But this
does not destroy his historical value. It means only that we
must avoid troubling our minds about dates or insisting on
authentic events. The lliad and the Odyssey tell us much
that isentirely reliable about the Greeks of the ninth century
and beyond, even if not a single episode of the poems occurred
as narrated, and even if the matter of date for this or that
idea, this or that custom, has to be given up in despair.

In the second place we must remember that the interest
of Homer iswholly centered in the Achaian princes and war-

! Professor Whitehead (Adventures of Ideas, Introduction) makes a
precisdly smilar comment on the historical sgnificance of Gibbon, con-
scioudy telling of the Roman Empire, unconscioudy telling of his own
age and its mental attitude.
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riors, not in the people in our modern snse Interesting and
vivid as is the picture, it is a picture from only one angle,
tdls only part of the story. It is asif a knightly poet of the
court of Henry V | | had sung the deeds of the crusading an-
cestors of the King and his nobles, quite ignoring such sordid
matters as trade, agriculture, and the crafts. The subjects
and atmosphere of Homer are aristocratic and romantic,
and we must not suppose that the lliad and the Odyssey give
us any complete picture of Achaian Greece’

Here and there we are given glimpses, indeed, that are not
of the battlefield and that throw pencil points of light on
common men and homely things. Eumeeus, the swineherd of
Odysseus, is as vividly portrayed as are the heroes them-
sdves. Loyal and noble-hearted, heis the friend of the king
as well as his servant, and in their relations there is neither
condescenson on the one hand nor servility on the other.
There is no evidence in the poems of any aristocratic scorn
of labor. Odysseus describes with pride how he had fashioned
his own bed; Laertes, the father of Odysseus, plows his own
fields; Nausicaa, the Phasacian princess, heps her maidens
when they go 'a-washing at the breaking of the day,' and joins
them in a game of ball when the work is over and the clean
linen isdrying in the sun; the god Hephaistos is a blacksmith
and a skilled worker in metals, and makes with his own hands
the great shield of Achilles. And no one would willingly lose
the entrancing story of the journey of Telemachus over sea

! They can be supplemented, of course by the Works and Days of
Hesiod (s below, Chapter | 1), but 'supplemented’ is hardly the right
word; the two pictures are of different worlds, even though they existed
sde by side. And if thisis a paradox, it is the fault not of the poets but
of life. It could be illustrated as easily in modern America as in ancient
Greece.
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and hillsto Lacedaemon, 'low-lying among the caver ned hills;
seeking from Menelaos news of his lost father, the domestic
picture of Menelaos and his restored Helen talking peace-
fully about the old exciting days while their young visitors
marvel at the stately hall with its 'flashing of gold and of
amber and of silver and of ivory like the court of Olympian
Zeus,' or the equally vivid tale of how Odysseus came as a
suppliant to the gay and kindly Phaeacians, the astonished
circle of servants and nobles looking on in impressed slence
as the travel-weary hero bowed before the queen. But in
the main the poet's interest is in princes and war and wild
adventures. We need no more expect the workaday world
to appear than in the Song of Roland or the I dylls of the King.
What about the heroes, then? What does Homer make
them believe and value? What was their attitude to kings
and gods, for instance— their notion, if they had any, of
political and religious freedom, their conception of the
divine government of the world? What was their standard
of moral excdlence? Had they any of theinterest in beauty,
in physical strength and skill, in intellectual inquiry and re-
flection that we associate with the Greeks of later days?
First as to the gods— and here a general observation must
be made before we look at specific cases  Religious develop-
ment tendsto passthrough phasssthat with infinite variation
of detail are yet so uniform among different peoplesthat they
seem to follow what may be called psychological laws. Thus
the most marked characteristic of primitive religion is ani-
mism — aword necessarily vague but meaningin general the
ascribing of intelligence and will to trees, stars, mountains,
rivers, anything at all, a sort of universal and unanalyzed
belief in 'ghosts” With this goes by natural consequence
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the 'trial-and-error' attitude to life, the formalism, the con-
servatism, the rigid adherence to prescribed ways of pro-
pitiating the terribly powerful, terribly unknown, terribly
unknowable Unseen. Taboo, ritual, magic, totemism,
nature-worship in all its forms, are all associated with the
sne of invisible powers that are uncertain in their loca-
tion and their attributes.

Uncertain, that is to say, unless one knows the rules, and
the rules are available through tradition and experts — wiz-
ards, medicinemen, soothsayers, priests. Whether these
are intelligent or unintelligent is of no consequence; such
words have no meaning even to us when we are faced with
problems of whose character and elements we are totally
ignorant; the wisest of judges may resort to trial and error
or turn with relief to an expert when heis confronted with an
ill-behaved motor-boat or automobile. And to primitive man
every aspect of life presented just such problems. Barley
isjust as good a grain as sesame but ‘open barley’ would
not open the door of Ali Baba's cave whereas 'open sesame
would. Intelligence does not come into the situation at all.
Now the advance on this comes gradually with the first
realization of order in the processes of nature, the first effort
to observe the reason for failure or success after trial, the
first daring attempt to substitute reflection and experiment
for ritual, thefirst dawn of a notion that the invisible powers
of life are not altogether arbitrary but are moved by intelli-
gence and passion like our own. So there comes anthropo-
mor phism and gods who are like men.

Homer's religion has reached this stage. There are plenty
of dgns of ritual, magic, and animism in the epics, but these
are overwhelmingly subordinated to the conviction that the
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gods are supermen, with our faults, our virtues, our motives,
our passons, but on a larger, more swaggering scale The
gods cannot — as a rule— be seen; they dwell on Mount
Olympus; but they are far-ranging and adventurous, apt to
appear anywhere; they vary in power but are all more power-
ful than we are; and since on the whole life was pleasant and
friendly it might be supposed that the gods were normally
amiable and shared in general — but not too consistently —
our notions of good and evil, right and wrong, reward and
punishment. In power and glory far above men, in morals
behaving like men, they represent a religion essentially freed
from the crude fetichism, the unintelligent ritual, the abject
fear, theignorant or hysterical cruelty of the primitive. And
whatever ancient worships and sacrifices and monstrous
myths survived throughout Greece from the Minoan age,
the Olympians, with all their faults, were beings of the sun-
light and the upper air, an influence toward freedom, jay,
and fearlessness’

Y For convenience of reference we may remind thosewho have for-
gotten their godsthat Zeuswas the lord of Heaven, Poseidon of earth
and seq, and Pluto of Hades, these three having supplanted their father
Kronos (Saturn); that Apollo and the wise goddess Athena stood next
in power; and that such divinitiesasHer a, wife of Zeus, Ares, god of war,
Artemis the huntress, Aphrodite, goddess of love, Hermesthe Messen-
ger, and Hephaistos (Vulcan) the heavenly craftsman, stood a little
lower among the dwellers on high Olympus. Dionysus and Demeter,
presiding over thevine and the fruitsof the earth, were probably not
Achaian deitiesand did not interest Homer . Below thesewerean infinite
host of lessr divinities and demigods, often more interesting to the
ordinary Greek than were the Olympians, but still not quitein their
cdass. To know these gods is quite essential to a knowledge of Greek
literature, art, and thought, but the Olympian theology is of course
only a phase of Greek religion, by no means all of it. See Fairbanks,
Handbook of Greek Religion, Miss Jane Harrison's Prolegomena, and
Gilbert Murray'sFour Stagesof Greek Religion for amore comprehen-
sive survey and discussion.
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There is one element in the religion of the lliad and the
Odyssey, however, one not easy to define, to which these
remarksdo not apply. Among the unseen powers of theworld
was Moira, Fate, and Fate was not a god but a fact, mysteri-
ous, tremendous, overruling men, constraining even the gods,
not like the Quiet of Browning's Caliban, but like an all-
pervasive Law beyond prayer and beyond sacrifices, imper-
sonal and inexorable. This sounds like the later conception
of infinite physical and moral order, of a Cosmos that under-
lies and might makeintelligible the confusion and wayward-
ness of men and gods alike. But Homer never reduced it to
a rational conviction, a doctrine, a consistent formula as
later thinkersdid. Zeus could, if hewished, avert the strokes
of Fate. Poseidon warns Aneas not to venture too far lest
even contrary to his Fate he enter the house of Hades. But
Zeus is warned by Hera that if he should save his son from
the doom of Fate he will merit the reproach of all the gods;
nor does he disregard her, but sheds bloody raindrops on the
earthinhisunavailing grief. ‘"M ethinksthereisnothing more
piteous than man among all things that breathe and creep
upon the earth!" meditated the son of Kronos as he pon-
dered on man's helplessness.

For the scorning of Fate brought Nemesis, which is some-
thing like our reflection that if we defy alaw of nature we do
not break it: it breaks us. Nemesis, that is to say, was not
exactly a punishment: it was the certain consequence of
the defying of Fate, the destruction that follows pride.
Reverence, aidos, was much safer. Aidos and sophrosune
(moderation) might not avert calamity, but hubris (pride,
arrogance, insolence) invited it. Yet sometimes the very
inexorableness of Fate— like Divine Providence to a Cal-
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vinist— could be a sort of grim comfort. ‘Dear one,' said
Hector to hiswife, ‘I pray thee be not of a sorrowful heart;
no man against my fate shall hurl me to Hades; only destiny,
| ween, no man has escaped, be he coward or valiant, when
once he hath been born." Sowith all the confused notions of
it, we may perhaps sse in Homer's Fate a sort of symbol of
the terrible serenity, the unbending reliableness that lay
behind the shifting phenomena of life.*

Whatever ese is true about the Homeric religion, one
feature of it is outstanding: it is an accurate reflection of life
as the heroes saw it. To them life was a gamble, but not al-
together a gamble. There were, in other words, two striking
facts about the world, the invariable and the variable, the
things no man may avoid and the things that happen in
different and unexpected ways. Man himself is variable,
whimsical, free and independent, in a world that is aso
variable— but in a world also of some absolute certainties.
Fate stands for the invariable and inevitable: the gods for
the freedom and changeableness that men who were them-
selves free and changeable could see everywhere and under-
stand. The doings of the Homeric gods that dismay and
scandalize us were exactly the things that the heroes them-
selvesdid all thetime. Among gods and heroes alike variable-
ness was the obvious sign of freedom and power, the very
essence of being alive. The rivalries, preferences, angers, and
friendships of the gods were those of men and were expressed
in human ways. And since they were perennially interested
in the affairs of mortals, men might expect the interventions

! Se the discusson of Fate and Nemesis in Cornford, From Religion
to Philosophy, and of aidOsin Gilbert Murray, Rise of the Greek Epic
(3d ed.), 81-91.
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of gods and — as with a powerful human neighbor — could
only hope for the best. Moreover, since the gods had their
own discords and preferences, the dangers and humiliations
sent by one might be averted by the aid of another. When
Apollo dashed the whip from the hand of Diomedes in the
chariot race, it was restored to him by Athena. Poseidon
continually pursued Odysseus with calamities and Athena as
constantly aided and comforted him. Such a regime had a
picturesqueness and fascination all its own, the fascination
of a game of chance. It reminds one a little of the way the
mediaeval man regarded saints and devils, except that to the
Greek the same Being might be a savior to one man and a
bane to another. The gods were powerful friends, deadly
enemies, and never to be counted on—not unlike the
Greeks themselves throughout their entire history.

This divine uncertainty and irresponsibility might seem to
a devout Hebrew or Christian merely blasphemous, the nega-
tion of religion. But our demand that deity shall imply moral
perfection would have been to the heroes unintelligible and
irrelevant. The real problem lay in knowing what the gods
would do, in winning their friendship, in averting their anger,
not in speculating about their morals. It was, indeed, quite
impossible to predict their actions with any certainty, or to
be at all sure of what would please them. But it was worth
whileto try. 'Their hearts by incense and reverent vows and
drink-offeringmenturnwith prayer' Phoenix remindsAchilles,
and thiswas held so firmly that no right-minded man neglected
his sacrifices. Omens and oracles might be helpful, too, as a
means of ascertaining the divine will. Reliance on such au-
thorities, using the flight of birds, the entrails of sacrificial
victims, and all other means known to soothsayers was
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universal, although one cannot forget Hector's magnificent
protest against their blind use in the face of manifest duty,
'‘Thou biddest us,' he cried scornfully to Polydamas, 'Thou
biddest us be obedient to birds long of wing, whereto | give
no heed, whether they fare to the right, to the dawn and to
the sun, or to the left, to mist and darkness. Nay, for us, let
us trust to the counsel of mighty Zeus, who is king over all
mortals and immortals. One omen is best, to fight for our
country.” But of course this attitude of high faith in divine
righteousness is rare. It is merely one of the gleams of light,
one of the moments of impatient intuition, of half escape
from customary standards, that illustrate Homer's unreflec-
tive but significant mental freedom.

Evidently, then, the men of Homer looked at the Olym-
pians, even at Fate, with directness, fearlessness, and com-
posure. And the same spiritual independence, the same
emancipation from real fear, is characteristic of the attitude
of the heroes toward the kings. That isto say, itisaquestion
of the way they bore themselves toward their superiors in
rank and strength, the way they regarded gods and kings
and traditional restraints of whatever kind. And in this
Homer's evidence is clear. The king, in the lliad and the
Odyssey, is never absolute in power. He is the leader in war,
the chief judge, and the chief priest. His orders direct the
battle, his dooms settle disputes, his hand performs the
sacrifices. Aiding, advising, often controlling him are the
clan chiefs, the nobles, and these constitute a permanent
council. They arein fact little lessimportant than the kings
themselves, and among their own folk they are kings. Our
language makes the distinction between an Agamemnon
and an Achilles much sharper than any that Homer saw, for
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we insensibly add to our conception of kingship the tradition
of feudalism added to the Oriental idea conveyed in our
phrase 'the Lord's anointed’ and interpreted in terms of
Romanlaw. NosuchtraditionisvisibleinHomer. Agamem-
non was only the first among equals, and each chief at home
was likewise the first among equals. Odysseus before Troy
was a lesser king, subject, in a measure, to the authority of
one greater than himself. But at home in Ithaka he was, so
to speak, chief king over many lesser ones, and the same word,
basileus, could be used for all. The analogy of the older
Scotland or of mediaeval Germany illustrates the situation,
though such parallels must not be pushed too far. Below
all these 'heroes' were, of course, the people, whose duty it
was to work, to follow, and to obey. Curiously enough, the
picture of a judgment on the shield of Achilles shows no
king — only the chiefs and the people.

But the folk were gathered in the assembly place; for
there a strife was arisen, two men striving about the
blood-price of a man slain; the one claimed to pay full
atonement, expounding to the people, but the other denied
him and would take nought; and both were fain to receive
arbitrament at the hands of a daysman. And the folk
were cheering both, as they took part on either side. And
heralds kept order among the folk, while the elders on
polished stones were sitting in the sacred circle and holding
in their hands staves from the loud-voiced heralds. Then
before the people they rose and gave judgment each in
turn.

That is to say, Homer shows a collapse of primitive clan
despotism on earth, and with all due regard to the supremacy
of Zeus he paints avery doubtful despotismin Heaven. There
are kings and there are gods, but both permit liberties that
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would have shocked Egypt or Babylon or Israel — or Louis
X1V .In'political'relationsasinreligiontheprevailing note
is not obedience, reverence, rigidity, regard for law, but
freedom, independence of thought and speech, elasticity.
Achilles' angry defiance of Agamemnon (‘Thou heavy with
wine, thou with face of dog and heart of deer——'), the
stern reproofs to the king uttered in council by Diomedes and
Odysseus (‘man of mischief, sure thou shouldst lead some
other inglorious army, not be king among us!" 'The son of
crooked-counselling Kronos hath endowed thee but by halves:
he granted thee to have the honor of the scepter above all
men, but valor he gave thee not, wherein is highest power"),
the fierce reproaches that Achilles hurled at Apollo himself
when the god deceived him (‘Thou hast balked me, Far-
darter, most mischievous of all the gods. — Verily | would
avenge me on thee had | but the power") all indicate the same
movement of the spirit toward fearlessness in the face of
authority, impatience of restraint. It is worth noting, too,
that Agamemnon accepted such a reproof as that of Odysseus
withaquiteunruffled expression of willingnessto believe him-
self wrong. So Apollo hears the imprecations of Achilles
without a frown, and if Ares does complain to Zeus when he
is wounded by Diomedes, his complaint is sternly dismissed
by the Lord of Heaven.

Such an attitude, to our socialized, legalized, institution-
alized age, may be thought to come perilously near to lawless-
nesss Religion and government seem to have the breezy
informality of a people for whom conventions of theology,
ritual, and politics hardly exist. But if we have that impres-
sion it may be partly because their conventions were not
ours. The heroes did have certain forms, albeit elastic, both
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for their worship and for the regulation of social affairs. And
the simplicity of those forms, their vitality and easy variable-
ness, isnatural enough if werealize three things, all strikingly
in contrast alike with Asia and with later Europe. In the
first place there was no high and remote majesty of either
gods or kings that seemed to require mediators. There was
no sacerdotalisn because there was no Church and no priest-
hood. In the second place, religion and ordinary life were
divided by no hard-and-fast line. There was no distinction
between sacred and secular. In thethird place sns and crimes
were for all practical purposes identified and reduced to a
minimum.

So the moral law was for Homer a very smple one. No
sgns anger the gods but wanton neglect, breach of faith, and
insolence. In other words, sinisvirtually limited to arrogant
refusal to recognize the rights of others. Gods and kings will
not be unreasonable or exacting, but thereis a line that must
not be passed. The passing of it is hubris, the unpardonable
sin of pride. Any man may address his petitions direct to the
god from whom he seeks help or whose possible anger he may
wish to appease. Any man may sek justice from the king.
But in neither case is it well to be insulting: the petitioner
must remember his manners and must keep faith. These are
all the laws, and they are laws for both gods and men.

Within these far from oppressve limits the Homeric
Greeks were decidedly and aggressively individuals, as their
descendants were.  Now individualism is not necessarily in-
consistent with social virtues. As one of the greatest of Greek
thinkers was to point out, individualism can be stimulated
and developed only when man recognizes that he is a social
animal. Nevertheless, there is always a potential opposition
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between spiritual and ethical freedom and conventionally
fixed rules. The heroes were hardly, one would say, anarchs;
and yetitiswith some misgivings that we try tofind whether
they had any real standards of goodness, any stable principles
that would govern their conduct and their attitude to one
another. It is a difficult inquiry, for our inheritance from
Israel and Rome has given us a view of goodness that would
have puzzled any Greek and would have been totally unin-
telligible to Homer. The gulf is a hard one to bridge, but it
may beilluminating to maketheattempt. What, for instance,
did the heroes admire most?

Valor and physical efficiency comefirst, of course. Achilles
is brave, strong and fleet of foot beyond all men, and so is
first among the heroes before Troy. But Odysseus, second
only to Achilles in the lliad and himself the hero of the
Odyssey, is primarily a man of many wiles, of pre-eminent
wisdom and eloquence. ‘When he uttered his great voice
from his chest, and words like unto the snowflakes of winter,
then could no mortal man contend with Odysseus.” He too
is fleet-footed and brave, an archer inferior to Philoctetes
alone, a mighty thrower of the discus, and an invincible
wrestler. But his outstanding qualities, even beyond his
eloquence, are the insatiable curiosity which carries him into
innumerable perils and the ever-ready resourcefulness which
brings him safely home at last to Ithaka. These are real
types, and it is not hard to sum up the things that were most
highly regarded by the Greeks as Homer painted them:
physical strength and skill, not only in war but in the friendly
competition of the games, readiness of wit, practical wisdom,
and eloquence. Thus Achilles’ old tutor Phoenix reminds the
hero of his lessons. 'To thee did the old knight Peleus send
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me the day he sent thee to Agamemnon forth from Phthia,
a stripling yet unskilled in equal war and debate wherein
men wax pre-eminent. Therefore sent he me to teach thee
all these things, to be both a speaker of words and a doer
of deeds’

But if wit and eloguence on the one hand and courage,
strength, and skill on the other represent the characteristic
virtues of Homer, itis singularly difficult to seein the words
and deeds of the heroes any very consistent standards of
conduct other than the pure and simple expediency of the
moment. One could not ignore aidos and nemesis, of course
— the advisability of reverence, the self-punishment of reck-
lessness — but every man had to interpret and apply these
for himself. Therewere no rules. Even the primitive virtue
of warlike valor was easy in its demands, not insisted upon.
Constant as was the courage of Achilles, valiant as were
Odysseus. Ajax, and Diomedes, yet in this point of unflinch-
ing bravery few of their companions or enemies have so good
arecord. Even Hector, before his last fight with Achilles,
fled before hisfoein sheer panic, and turned at last only when
he found escape impossible. Ares himself, Ares ‘insatiate of
battle,” bellowed and withdrew ignominiously from the field
when he felt the spear of Diomedes. As the Greeks climbed
into the wooden horse for the execution of thefinal stratagem
that ended the siege of Troy, the tears flowed down their
cheeks and their knees trembled. Yet it is no less true that
they did not draw back, and the praise of Neoptolemus by
Odysseus as the one whose cheeks did not pale, the pleasure
of Achillesin Hades at this praise of his son, show that if the
Homeric warrior showed fear with curiously little shame, he
readily admired the firmer courage of an Odysseus or a Neop-



THE HEROIC AGE 29

tolemus. His pallid cheeks, his tears and grovelings, his
trembling, his panic flights were in a sense only a phase of
that spontaneity, that quick, naive, unrestrained expression
of thought and emotion which are characteristic of the men
of the Iliad and the Odyssey throughout.

When we think of the standard of courage in Homer as
being doubtful, we mean, then, not that it does not exist, but
that it is not quite ours, that the laxity with which public
opinion views conformity of nonconformity with that standard
shows a lack of clear, positive conviction about it. And a
similar inconsistency, laxity, indifference appears in regard
to such avirtue astruth-telling. 'Hateful to me even as the
gates of Hell is he that hideth one thing in his heart and
uttereth another.” So spoke Achilles. When Pandarus the
Trojan broke the truce — by the instigation of a goddess,
be it noted — and the Achaians armed themselves to renew
the fight, Agamemnon urged them to battle with the cry,
'Father Zeus will be no helper of liars." Yet not long
before Zeus had sent a lying dream to Agamemnon. His
testimony to the veracity of the King of Heaven might be
balanced by the vehement utterance of Asios when he groaned
and smote both histhighs and indignantly exclaimed: 'Father
Zeus, verily thou too dost greatly lovealie!l' Hera, desiring
to deceive her lord, lied both to him and to Aphrodite. When
Odysseus lied to Athena, not knowing the goddess in her
disguise, she smiled with admiring amusement, revealed her-
self, and bade him cease from inventing tales for her, 'being
both of us practised in deceits.'

Nor are the other virtues— as we understand them —
any more consistently regarded than that of honesty. Mercy
is practically unknown in the lliad and the Odyssey. There
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is moderation and there is sportsmanship, sometimes quite
notably present, sometimes just as notably absent. Justice
is seen only in such acts as the punishment of the suitors,
and in the doubtful form of the gods willingness to punish
pride, defiance, breach of faith, or disobedience. Murder and
theft, piracy and kidnaping are, of course, mere commonplaces,
regarded with indifference by both men and gods except
when — as in the case of Paris and Helen — it involved a
breach of hospitality, or when in the case of Chryseis it was
more or less a personal matter with Apollo. Thereis no real
moral principle about it. Itisin fact hard to avoid the con-
clusion that the ethical attitude of the poet and presumably
of the society that he interpreted was as variable and as
devoid of stable form or reflection as that of an ill-disciplined
but otherwise normal boy of ten. Turbulent, impulsive,
impatient of opposition or control, regarding the gods them-
selves as little less arbitrary than the north wind or the rain,
the heroes were almost wholly without any sense of law.

But theword* almost’ isrequired, nevertheless, to make the
last statement a true one. Adherence to the truth, for in-
stance, may be a virtue often ignored, but it is a virtue.
When Agamemnon cries that Zeus will be no helper of liars,
he means to assert what is good. When Asios states that
Zeus doth greatly love a lie, he means it as a reproach. Gods
and men may be inconsistent, there may be lacking a clearly
understood standard, formulated, sanctioned, consciously
accepted as binding, but a standard is there and is clearly,
if casually, recognized as such. Rare as was magnanimity,
cruel, brutal, and careless as the heroes and their gods un-
doubtedly were, yet there is something significant in the words
of Odysseus to his old nurse as he reproves her for her exulta-
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tion over the death of the suitors: * Now these hath the destiny
of the gods overcome, and their own cruel deeds, for they
honored none of earthly men whether the good nor yet the
bad that came among them. Wherefore they have met a
shameful death through their own infatuate deeds’ and in
the cry of Laertes:' Father Zeus, verily ye gods yet bear sway
on high Olympus, if indeed the wooers have paid for their
infatuate pride." Right and wrong are not standardized, but
neither are they ignored. Moreover, arbitrary and immoral
as the gods may be, they do in the long run punish the guilty
and reward the virtuous. Dimly, no doubt, but quite unques-
tionably there is a religious sanction for right action, a fore-
cast of the coming together of Fate and Zeus, personalizing
the one conception and purifying the other. It would be
absurd toread Aschylus and Plato and Cleanthesinto Homer
— as absurd as reading the fruit into the seed. Yet not so
absurd either, so long as we do not confuse them.

To sum up, then, the heroes of Homer were free, alert, spon-
taneous, and unreflective, with an open admiration for strength,
beauty, courage, practical wisdom, eloquence, and — more
vaguely — good faith, hospitality, loyalty, and moderation.
They were governed no doubt by a certain code of customary
morality, as all men are, but it was a customary morality
seriously modified by a restless individualism perhaps because
they were migrants, as Europeans drop many of their inherited
restraints when they become Americans, South Africans, or
Australians. At any rate, there was hardly a single principle
of conduct that might not be broken with impunity so far
as public opinion was concerned. And if there was little or
no dictation in regard to morals on the part of the community,
no sanction other than a lax and casual public opinion had yet
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arisen, no sanction of religion or reflection that could ade-
quately control and guide individual action. The whole
matter was in transition. A certain groping for some satis-
factory principle that would explain the mystery of good and
evil, right and wrong, appears here and there, but it lacks
positiveness. ‘What could | dop’ ruefully observes Agamem-
non as he congders his treatment of Achilles. "It is God who
accomplisheth all.” ‘Blinded was |; Zeus deprived me of my
wits.” Yet that this saddling of blame for wrong on divine
sovereignty was no final Homeric philosophy is evident from
the comment of Zeus on the crime of Agisthus. 'Lo, you
now, how vainly mortals do blame the gods. For of us, they
say, comes evil, whereas they, even of themseves, through
the blindness of their own hearts, have sorrows beyond that
which is ordained.’

Now let us add to thisa consideration that isless obvious
but is deeply significant — that in this whole matter the
Homeric heroes are at a parting of the ways. Little as they
tend to generalize, hazy as were their standards, they have
yet reached a point at which reflection, deliberate and con-
sious, may begin, so to speak, at any moment. It istrue that
when Homer touches the tragedies and mysteries of sin,
suffering, parting, and death, the puzzles and tangles of life,
thereislittlerebellion, little attempt at explanation, or justi-
fication, little inclination to view the thing as a problem re-
quiring solution. To Homer his crude and terrible but famil-
iar and often friendly theology is to be accepted with aslittle
guestioning as the facts of nature, and if pain and bereave-
ment awaken anguish as real and bitter as with us, yet the
cry of agony is blind, aswith a child, and the meditations it
brings are of the simplest. ' Surely | must be hated of Father
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Zeus," wails Lykaon as he is about to fall under the spear of
Achilles, and hisenemy'sonly comfortis—* Ay, friend, thou
too must die, why lamentest thou? Patroclus too is dead,
who was better far than thou... and over me too hangs death
and forceful fate.” Destiny and the love and hatred of the
gods — against these no man may strive, and their working
no man may explain.

Y et this helplessness the heroes faced with puzzled rumina-
tions, with angry complaints, with philosophic acceptance,
rather than with either dumb submission or the savage efforts
at propitiationthat onefinds so often among primitive peoples.
For even in this earliest revelation of their mental attitude
that we possess, the Greeks were no longer primitive, their
superstitions no longer taken too seriously. One cannot
help feeling that Odysseus and his companions were just on
the edge of deeper questioning, that with the growth of more
stable conditions of life their minds were already capable of
facing the ultimate issues of existence and conduct. But not
yet. Homer's heroes are indeed never stupid. They are
simply practical men, glorying in freedom and in action, in-
tensely and joyously busied with the problems immediately
before them. They are alive, fearless, and free-minded, and
they face the world unchained by gods or men —a new
phenomenon in the history of the human race. Theideal of
righteousness, of divine order, they see in occasional flashes;
the sin of insolence and recklessness they see with tolerable
clearness; the intoxicating joy of living even the dreadful
certainty of Hades cannot take from them. The age of
Homer was the age of the Greek boyhood, of exultant revel-
ing in the splendor of conscious— but not too conscious
— life. The age of social order, of reflection and the search
for law, of criticism and generalization, was still to come.



CHAPTER [
The Greeks Settle Down

I HE lliad and the Odyssey belong, let us say, to the
ninth century in literal fact and to the twelfth century

in spirit. Their sole interest is in the warlike deeds of a past
age. Butif Homer had lowered his eyes, he would have seen
a new Greece rising on the ruins of the old. His century saw
the Dorians already masters of the Peloponnesus, the Achaian
civilization replaced by the stern semi-barbarism of the con-
quering bands from the northern hills. Mycenae was a heap
of ruins, and a Dorian Argos and a Dorian Sparta had taken
the place and usurped the names of the cities of Diomedes
and Menelaos.

But the Dorian migration was only one of the movements
that resulted in the distribution of the Greek peoples aswe
find theminlater times. For at some time between thetwelfth
century and the sixth, the Thessalians settled in Thessaly,
the Boeotians displaced the old Kadmeians and gave their
name to Boeotia, and ,Aolian, lonian, and Dorian colonies
were established in the islands of the eastern Agean and along
the coast of Asia, centeringin such cities as Ephesus, Miletus,
Smyrna, Halicarnassus, Priene, Kolophon, and Rhodes.
Hellas was gradually taking shape, as the Hellenes explored
and settled in the Agean world and beyond it, east and west.
Their first explorations belong, no doubt, to the heroic age.
The Odyssey commemorates the far wandering of the early
sailors, and so does the story of Jason and his journey to
Colchis in the famous ship Argo. Then, probably after a
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long interval — for tradition is vague in respect to time—
colonies followed these early adventurers, Trebizond near the
foot of the Caucasus, Byzantium, Sinope, Abydos, and Cher-
onexns on the shore of the Crimean peninsula. And far
to the west, in Sicily and South Italy, the cities of Syracuse
and Croton were only the most notable of the chain of Greek
colonies that ended at Marseilles in distant Gaul. These
western colonies were probably later than the Black Sea
settlements, which again were probably later than the cities
of the Anatolian coast. But the 'age of migrations' was prac-
tically over when the Iliad was written. The Greeks were
finding their permanent homes and settling down.

We know almost as little about this period of settlement
as we do about the heroic age. But here again a poet gives us
oneray of light, a poet far removed from Homer in color and
splendor, but in his own way just as significant. And to a
modern historian, hungry for even a crumb of positive infor-
mation, Hesiod has two points of advantage over Homer.
Neither one gives us any reliable chronicle of events. But
Hesiod is more explicit in his comments on the world he lived
in, and we can place him. It wasin the unpromising land of
Bomotia, a generation or two after Homer, perhaps, that the
bard of an obscure village, one to whom Odysseus and Achilles
— however picturesgque to look back on — would have ssemed
only savage and destructive wolves of war, sang the songs that
give usthefirst clear utterance of Greek reflection. Hesiod was
a poet of the present rather than of the past, of the people
rather than of the princes, of the farm rather than of the
battlefield. The poor laborers and plowed fields of Ascra
were little apt to inspire a poet to chant of flashing spears,
whirling chariots, the storming of citadels. Rather would
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he turn for his inspiration to the daily toils, the humble
problems, the practical morals of the quiet-minded, hard-
working, and little traveled dweller among ordinary men.
So with the gift of poetry, and the gift aso of a shrewd — if
a little priggish, pedantic, and provincial — common sense,
Hesiod from his quiet valley interprets for us a world of
thought and action less brilliant and less fascinating than
Homer's but more serious, more conscious, more orderly.
A world, moreover, of which he was definitely a part, that he
saw with his own eyes and considered.

From a sensible man's point of view there were two things
worthy of serious attention. One was religion. Whatever
might be said of the gods individually, they represented a
fact of life that no one dreamed of denying and that was of
an importance impossible to overestimate. It was well
worth while then to put together what was known of these
unseen and powerful beings, not just to tell stories about
them in Homer's picturesque, scrappy, and often frivolous
way, but to define and classify them so that a coherent idea
might be had of the fundamental truths of theology. The
second thing was the practical conduct of life. So Hesiod,
aware of his poetical power and gratefully ascribing it to the
gods themselves, sang his twoimmortal songs — the Theogony
and the Works and Days. They are the songs of a sober-
minded and hard-headed farmer with a poet's insight and a
poet's gift for harmonious measures.

So that in place of Homer's swift and colorful narrative,
his brilliant flashes of moral and spiritual insight, his fairy-
land world of gods and heroes, we have Hesiod's effort to get
at the reason of things, to set forth principles, to find laws
that may explain and improve his prosaic world of peace and
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work. As a modern writer has said, 'Hesiod is the earliest
Greek schoolmaster.” The Theogony was to the Greeks an
authoritative textbook of systematic theology. The Works
and Days was a handbook at once of ethics and agriculture.
Thetwo together constituted acompendium of wisdom which
influenced Greek thought down to the age of Plato.

To summarize the Theogony is to destroy its beauty.
For the substance of the poem, stated in bald prose, is too
strange and fantastic to possessbeauty. Y et no onewho reads
the apostrophe to the Muses, daughters of Zeus, with which
the poem begins, will deny that they had indeed touched the
old Boeotian's lips and fired his soul.

'Oh, blessed is the man
Whome'er the Muses love! Sweet is the voice
That from his lipsflowsever. Isthere one
Who hides some fresh grief in his wounded mind
And mourns with aching heart? but he, the bard,
The servant of the Muse, awakes the song
To deeds of men of old, and blessed gods
That dwell on Mount Olympus. Straight he feels
His sorrow stealing in forgetfulness:
Nor of his griefs remembers aught: so soon
The Muses' gift has turned his woes away.' 2

! Not all concede its beauty. A casua look into my old Lempriére's
Bibliotheca Classica (ed. 1825) tells methat 'it is a miscellaneous narra-
tion executed without art, precision, choice, judgment, or connexion.’
On the other hand, Ruskin numbers Hesiod, with Moses, Dante, and
Saint John, among 'the men who have taught the purest theological
truth hitherto known." Both judgments would have surprised Plato —
Ruskin's most, perhaps.

2| regret that | cannot give the source of this translation. It was
casually copied long ago from an old book that | cannot now find. For
most of the extracts from Hesiod quoted here, | rely upon Mair's ex-
cellent prose version. (Hesiod, translated by A. W. Mair; Oxford,
Clarendon Press, 1908.)
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And nobly the Muses' gift availed in the making of the
hymn that told how in the beginning Chaos reigned; how
Heaven and Earth brought forth giants and nymphs and
Titans and one-eyed Cyclopes, how the Titan Kronos became
Lord of all things;, how Night brought forth Seep and Death
and Care and the Fates; how Kronos was warned that his
son would overthrow him and so devoured his children,
until his spouse Rhea, giving birth to Zeus in Crete, saved
the child by cunning; how in time Zeus became King of
Heaven and most powerful of all the gods, how men — weak,
blind, ignorant — were lifted to the likeness of gods by the
friendship of the Titan Prometheus, who taught them the
use of fire and the crafts of life; how Zeus punished Pro-
metheus by chaining him to a rock and punished mankind
by creating Pandora, whose fatal curiosity brought bane
immeasurable to the human race; how the Titans fought
with Zeus and were overthrown by his thunderbolts, so
that like Milton's rebel angds they fell through space nine
days to the murky gloom of Tartarus; how Zeus wedded
his sster Hera; and how still other gods and goddesses and
heroes were born, beings visible and invisible, monstrous
and beautiful, ranging in wonder from the fifty-headed dog
Cerberus — the brazen-tongued hound of Hades — to laugh-
ter-loving Aphrodite, born of Heaven and the sea-foam. All
these and other marvels, grotesque, no doubt, and yet for
some reason immortal, are sungin this strange poem of things
weird and wonderful, Europe's first account of the world's
genesis.

The Works and Days, to the skeptical and matter-of-fact
modern mind, is much more intelligible than the Theogony.
It contains a specific gogpe of work and virtue, designed for
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the edification and reform of the poet's lazy and thriftless
brother Perses. But while Hesiod is presumably addressing
Perses throughout, the poem is much more than a series of
precepts having only anindividual andimmediately practical
import. The specific case is made the occasion for an effort
to find and set forth a real philosophy of life, principles which
will indeed apply to the example in hand, but which will at
the same time indicate the laws and values that are to the
poet fundamental.

The theology and history on which he bases his argument
are as fantastic as they are delightful. The story of Pandora's
box, opened contrary to orders by the inquisitive fingers of
the first woman, and the quarrel between Zeus and Prome-
theus give him histheory of the origin of evil — on thewhole,
perhaps, as plausible as Milton's— and the historical intro-
duction to his criticism of his own generation is the immor-
tally picturesque account of the five ages — the age of gold,
the age of silver, the age of bronze, the age of heroes, and the
age of iron. Hesiod'sview of history as of theology isinstruc-
tivejust because it is so naive, so sincere, so Greek inits satis-
faction with artistic appropriateness, its lack of interest in
evidence and fact. His place in the growth of Greek thought
isnot that of acritic or a skeptic, but that of an interpreter, a
schoolmaster, whose constant effort is to get things clearly
straightened out.

We have seen that an alert, joyous individualism may
be considered the most notable characteristic of Homer's
heroes. At the very outset of the Works and Days, Hesiod
states the principle of individualism as he ses it in
social life. How startlingly clear and ‘modern' is his
statement may be seen best by comparing it with an extract
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from Kant's Principles of Politics Here is the passage from
Kant:

The means which Nature uses to bring about the devel-
opment of all the capacities she has given man is their
antagonism in society, in so far as this antagonism becomes
in the end a cause of social order. Men have an inclination
to associate themselves, for in a social state they feel them-
selves more completely men: i.e., they are conscious of the
development of their natural capacities. But they have
also a great propensity to isolate themselves, for they find
in themselves at the same time this unsocial characteristic:
each wishes to direct everything to his sole notion, and hence
expects resistance, just as he knows that he is inclined to
resist others. It is just this resistance which awakens all
man’'s powers: this brings him to overcome his propensity to
indolence, and drives him through the lust for honor, power,
or to win for himself a rank among his fellow-men. Man's
will isfor concord, but Nature knows better what is good for the
species, and she wills discord. He would like a life of com-
fort and pleasure; Nature wills that he be dragged out of
idleness and inactive content, and plunged into labor and
troublein order that he may find out the means of extricat-
ing himself from his difficulties. The natural impulses which
prompt this effort, the sources of unsociableness and of the
mutual conflict from which so many evils spring are then spurs
to a more complete development of man’s powers.

So the modern philosopher. Now compare with this the
opening lines of the Works and Days:

Not one breed of strifeis there on earth, but twain. One
shall a man praise where he beholdeth her, but the other is
a thing of reproach and diverse altogether are their souls,
The oneincreaseth evil war and contention for forwardness.
No man loveth her, albeit the will of the immortals con-

! Translation, Hastie: quoted in Dewey and Tufts, Ethics, pp. 86-88.
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straineth men to worship grievous Strife. But the other is
the elder child of black Night, and her the son of Kronos,
who dwelleth in the height of Heaven, both in the earth's
foundation and among men made mightier far. She dirreth
even the helpless to labor. For when he that hath no business
looketh on him that is rich, he hasteth to plow and to plant
and to array his house: and neighbor vieth with neighbor hast-
ing to be rich: good is this strife for men. So potter with potter
contendeth: the hewer of wood with the hewer of wood: the
beggar is jealous of the beggar, the minstrel jealous of the
minstrel.

To assert that Hesiod saw as clearly as Kant all that his
generalization involved would be to assert an absurdity.
But the fact remains that we have the Homeric individualism
become conscious and viewed in its socia relation. Self-
assertion carried too far is a 'thing of reproach," a source of
*evil war and contention.'" The same quality exercised in
moderation 'stirreth even the helpless to labor," and is the
great stimulating force that shakes men from inertia and
impels them to noble and fruitful deeds. On thistextis built
the whole didactic argument of the Works and Days. Violence
and injustice, the two great forces that make for social dis-
integration, are the results of extreme self-assertion, the evil
breed of strife. Work, guided and controlled by justice, is
the fruit of the better form of strife, the more moderate and
restrained self-assertion which is expressed in emulation.

This is developed and illustrated in detail, after an ex-
cursus in which the evils of life are accounted for by the story
of Prometheus and Pandora, and the existing race of men
contrasted with those that had preceded it. The two stories
pave the way for a bitter arraignment of the poet's own age,
the age of iron. Even this he says will be worse before it has
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run its course, and the statement of the evils that will be the
sgn of approaching doom give us an idea of what Hesiod
meant by good and evil.

Father shall not be like to his children, neither the
children like unto the father: neither shall guet to
host, nor friend to friend, nor brother to brother be
dear as aforetime: and they shall give no honor to their
swiftly ageing parents, and shall chide them with words of
bitter speech, sinful men knowing not the fear of the gods.
These will not return to their aged parents the price of
their nurture: but might shall be right, and one shall sack
the other's city. Neither shall there be any respect of the
oath abiding or thejust or of the good: rather shall they
honor the doer of evil and the man of insolence. Right
shall liein might of hand, and Reverence shall be no more:
the bad shall wrong the better man, speaking crooked
words and abetting them with an oath. Envy, brawling,
rejoicing in evil, of hateful countenance, shall follow all men
to their sorrow. Then verily shall Reverence and Awe
veil their fair bodies in white robes and depart from the
wide-wayed earth unto Olympus to join the company of
the Immortals, forsaking men.

Now this is distinctly instructive. It is a picture of the
evil breed of strife, of individualism run riot, of insolence
overcoming reverence, of hubris supplanting aidos.* 1t would
not be difficult to parallel in Homer every item of Hesiod's
condemnation. The advance on the older poet is simply in
clearness and definiteness of statement. What is occasionally
implied in Homer isin Hesiod a downright and clearly un-
derstood conviction. And he proceeds to amplify by pre-
cept and illustration his whole conception of insolence, with

! Reverence and awe are Mair'swords for aidos and nemesis— a bad
trandation, but | cannot suggest a better one.
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its attendant vices of injustice and violence, and of thevirtues
opposed to these — reverence, awe, justice. The fable of the
hawk and the nightingale is told to illustrate the typical
attitude of the insolent tyrant, the attitude corresponding
to the motto that might isright. * Wretch!’ cries the hawk
to his victim, 'wherefore dost thou shriek? Lo, thou art
held in the grasp of a stronger. There shalt thou go even
where | carry thee, for all thy minstrelsy. And as | will, |
shall make my meal of thee or let thee go. A fool is he who
would contend with the stronger.’” Odysseus comment on
the punishment of the suitors* and Apollo's condemnation of
Achilles treatment of the dead body of Hector? do indeed
warn us not to look upon Hesiod’s reprobation of insolent
pride as a wholly new phenomenon; but what is little more
than an instinct of sportsmanship in Homer isin Hesiod a
bitter resentment of injustice. The warlike pride which is
romantic and picturesque to the courtly bard and is only
reproved when it goes beyond the usages of chivalry is un-
lovely and wrong to the Boeotian farmer. He does not ad-
vocate rebellion. What is the us? But at least he can say
what he thinks of the situation. And heis great enough not
merely to utter a sullen complaint but to state a rational
moral conviction — the conviction that wrong will bring
its own punishment.

For Hesiod clearly understood his own attitude. He is
preaching the first sermon on the pre-eminently Greek virtue
of sophrosune, moderation, temperance, the opposte of
insolence and overweening pride. 'Fools!’ he cries to the
'bribe-devouring princes who have given an unjust decision
for a little gain, 'Fools! Who know not how much better

! Odyssey, xxIl 412 ff. 2 lliad, xxlv, 34 ff.
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the half is than the whole, nor what blessedness there is in
mallow and asphodel.’* And injustice is not only folly, a
superficial estimate of life's values, but it brings, in the long
run, misery. 'Whoso shall have seized in compliance with
his shamelessness, even though it be but a little, yet that
little curdles his heart's blood.’

Crude, moreover, as is Hesiod's conception of the gods,
he goes far toward making divine law, the stern insistence
on righteousness, take the place of Fate. Certainly he has
no doubt regarding the attitude of Zeus toward injustice and
insolence.

Wealthisnot to be seized violently: god-given wealthis
better far, for if any one even with his hands shall have
taken great wealth, or if he steal it by craft of tongue, as
chanceth often times when greed beguileth the mind of men
and shamelessness trampleth upon shame, lightly the gods
abase him and make that man's house decay, and wealth
attendeth him but for a little while. Alike is he who
wrongeth a suppliant and he who wrongeth a guest... or
he who in his foolishness sinneth against fatherless chil-
dren: or who chideth an aged person on the evil threshold
of old age, assailing him with harsh words. Against him
surely Zeus himself is angered, and in the end for his
unrighteous work, he layeth on him a stern recompense.

Contrasted with this is the picture of the blessedness
attendingjustice.

But whoso to stranger and to townsman deal straight
judgment, and no whit depart from justice, their city
flourisheth and the people prosper therein. And thereisin
their land peace, the nurse of children, and Zeus doth never

! Two common and inexpensive vegetables, as if a modern discussing
the smple life were to mention beans and cereals, black bread and
onions.
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decree war for them. Neither doth famine ever consort
with men who deal straight judgments nor doom: but with
mirth they tend the works that are their care. For them
earth beareth much livelihood and on the hills the oak's
top beareth acorns, the oak's midst bees: their fleecy sheep
are heavy with wool: their wives bear children like unto
their parents: they flourish with good things continually,
neither go they on ships, but bounteous earth beareth
fruit for them. But whoso ensue evil insolence and fro-
ward works, for them doth Zeus of the far-seeing eyes, the
son of Kronos, decreejustice.

In such a vein discourses this preacher of practical ethics,
never wearying of his essential conviction that insolent
pride is the cardinal sin of the strong, that justice is far
better, and that the proud fool can learn moderation and
wisdom only through labor and suffering.

'Preacher’ is not, perhaps, quite the right word, with its
associations of fervor and spiritual elevation. Clear and
sound as are Hesiod's moral precepts, they are based on no
lofty sanction and inspired by no very generous ideal. The
advice given is often cynical and often mean. Honesty isthe
best policy, and wisdom is not insight or understanding but
prudence in practical affairs. Inits strength and its weakness
itis the teaching of a mind neither Homeric in its range and
power nor Aschylean in its moral grandeur, but wonderfully
keen, shrewd, penetrating, and clear, seeing the moral
necessities of his society, and presenting them with a force
and quaint homeliness that gave his poetry a permanent
hold on the Greek race. The lyric and tragic poets and the
great thinkers of the fifth and fourth centuries did indeed
so reconstruct and transform the ethics of Hesiod that the
result in the hands of Plato was a fuller and more beautiful
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interpretation of life. But thisisno disparagement of Hesiod.
As he himself sorrowfully admitted, he is the voice of an
iron age. Nevertheless he shows the iron being tempered,
Greek individualism becomingrational and social. Moreover,
if he lacks the magnificence of Isaiah, he lacks aso the bitter
melancholy of Ecclesiastes. He is neither a prophet nor a
pessimist. He is a village sage telling plain people how a
sensible man ought to behave, a herald of reasonableness.
'‘Best is that man who thinketh on all things for himself,
taking heed to that which shall be better afterward, andin the
end: and good too is he who hearkeneth to good advice: but
whoso neither thinketh himself nor layeth to heart the words
of another — he again is a usdess man.” What could be more
sensible, unless it is the priceless summing-up of the Works
and Days. ‘Anon a day is a stepmother, anon a mother.
Therein happy and blessed is he who, knowing all these
things, worketh hiswork blameless before the deathless gods,
reading omens and avoiding sin.’

Even if there were no other evidence than the Works and
Days, we should know that the world of the lliad and the
Odyssey had passed away, giving place to one more settled,
more law-abiding, more reflective, more anxious. Just how
far the change had gone toward making the unruly barbarians
of the past into the responsible citizens of the future, what the
steps of the process were, we do not know so surely. It is
evident, however, that the political life of Hesiod's time al-
ready centered in cities. And it continued so to the end.
More and more the city, the palis, came to be the type form

of Greek society, and our word ‘politics,” a purely Greek
word, is a memorial of a civilization that thought in terms
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of the polis and the polls alone. When we come to historic
times, the Greek ‘city-state' had already passed through the
various gtages of its evolution and become a settled and well-
understood thing, and in the next chapter we shall give some
account of one city — Athens— that will illustrate the main
features of that evolution. But in the meantime thereis one
Dorian city, Sparta (more often called by the Greek writers
L acedaamon), that should be examined first, because for all
her fame and power in the fifth and fourth centuries she be-
longs in her institutions and mental habits to a much earlier
age. Intensely conservative, she kept in her social and
political lifemuch that wasprimitive, assomepartsof Europe
remained mediaeval in the nineteenth century. And whilewe
have no justification for regarding her asin any way a per-
fect type, while also we have no positive evidence about her
except what later writers tell us, yet all the fifth-century
testimony about Sparta pointsto a sort of arrogant londliness,
ableak and stubborn pridein being four hundred yearsbehind
the times.

Certainly the essential characteristics of the Sparta of
historic record, no matter how they had been modified in
form and detail, were very ancient; and in some degree they
seem to give us a picture, overlaid and blurred as it may be,
of a society that survived in part here after it had perished
in the rest of Greece. All the cities passed through fairly
definite and similar constitutional changes. Sparta-did too,
but in her own cautious way, never discarding the older
forms of monarchy and aristocracy and without ever coming
under therule of atyrant: Shepreserved her history in her
institutions, asit were, and remained to the end a monar chy,
an aristocracy, even a sort of democracy, a combination not
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altogether unlike that pictured in Homer. Yet with this
composite character she attained so distinctive a unity of
form and spirit that the ascription of her entire social system
to a ninth-century law-giver, Lykurgos, became an almost
universally accepted tradition.

In the age when we first have definite and positive know-
ledge of Sparta, the fifth century, the city was governed by
two kings equal in rank whose functions were mainly priestly
and military; by an executive and advisory Council of Elders
chosen for life from the noble families by the whole body of
citizens; by a general elective and legislative assembly com-
posed of all free Spartans over the age of thirty; and five
Ephors elected from and by the freemen whose duty it was
to administer civil justice and to safeguard the constitution.
The citizens by no means included all residents in the city.
Indeed, the true Spartans were never more than an army of
occupation. They held all the power, while the perioikoi or
dwellers roundabout — descendants, no doubt, of the original
population — and the Helots did all the work, agricultural,
industrial, and commercial. From the modern point of view
the result was, of course, an aristocracy. When Sparta was
termed a democracy in view of the sovereign power of the
general assembly of all citizens, the ‘outsiders’ and slaves
were simply ignored. The Spartans were the landholders,
the rulers, and the backbone of the army. No Spartan
worked, and in order to prevent any possible growth of the
commercial spirit or accumulation of wealth, the coinage was
a cumbrous affair of iron.

But the political constitution of Spartawas far from being
the city's most striking feature. That which made Sparta
famous was her system of discipline, a system that seems
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so strikingly — if in some ways distortedly — to apply the
ideas of Hesiod that one cannot but look with favor on the
tradition that ascribed it not only to one man but to a con-
temporary of the poet. This does not mean, of course, that
the Sparta of the fifth century was in all respects the Sparta
of the ninth and eighth centuries. Knowing as we do that
seventh-century Sparta was producing artistic pottery and
metal work and carrying on tradewith Egypt and Lydia,? we
are bound to suspect that the unlovely aspects of the later
city, the rigidity of its militarism, the suppression of all non-
military culture, were not characteristic of the earlier age.
Even Sparta changed. Nevertheless, the Lykurgos myth has
its merits in accounting for the facts. Certainly the educa-
tional system onwhich the strength of Spartawas based isin
great measure a practical application of the principles laid
down in the Works and Days, enough to suggest that Hesiod
was not isolated, but was expressing a program more or less
generally recognized of which this one illustration survived.

One difference there is, indeed, and an important one.
Hesiod assumes an environment of peace. War is a dread
plague, to be classed with famine and disease. His outlook
is that of the peaceful farmer. Lykurgos, on the other hand,

! For the constitution and discipline of Sparta see Plutarch, Lykurgos,
and Xenophon, The Polity of the Lacedoanonians (Dakyns's translation).
As to dates se Herodotus, 11, 53; Thucydides, I, 18. For convenient
summaries of the evidence s the introduction to Mair's Hesiod, Holm,
History of Greece, |, 187, note 6, and the article by T. W. Allen on 'The
Date of Hesiod' in Journal of Hellenic Sudies, xxxv. Then compare
Herodotus, |, 65, 66, and Aristotle, Palitics, 11, 10-12. Thucydides does
not mention the name of Lykurgos, but he concurs with the tradition
that Sparta has preserved the same form of government for rather more

than four hundred years, reckoning from the end of the Peloponnesian
War.

2 Dickins, in Journal of Hellenic Sudies, xxxn, 12.
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legislated for an army of Dorian conquerors. His constitu-
tion and discipline aimed at the preservation of the suprem-
acy won by the sword, the maintenance of the strength and
hardihood of men who were lords of the soil and intended
to remain 0. The aim of Spartan education corresponded
to the Spartan purpose in life, and the boy was taught to be
a fighter, not a worker. But physical strength and skill were
a small part of the Spartan requirement. The Hesiodic ideals
of restraint, reverence and awe, the Hesiodic condemnation
of insolence, violence, unrestrained sdf-expression and sdf-
assertion, even the Hesiodic approval of emulation, were all
embodied in the very substance of Spartan education.

At the bass of Hesiod's morals is the realization of the
social relation. Violence, injustice, isto him an abomination.
Jugtice is the inexorable and absolute law of life of which
hubris is the negation, and justice is really the recognition of
social obligation. Now it was this principle that was the very
heart of the Spartan syssem. Not gymnastics, not the more
obvious and direct training of the individual fighter, but the
subordination of the individual to the state, was the secret
of Sparta's long supremacy and lasting fame. Yet there was
no autocrat in Sparta. Each citizen was so identified with
the state, saw so little antagonism between his own will and
the ‘general will,” that there was no constiousness of any
repression of the individual. Patriotism was a second nature,
even a passon, rather than a duty. ‘Though free’ said the
Spartan Demaratus to Xerxes, 'they are not absolutely free;
for they have a master over them, the law, which they fear
much more than your subjects do you.’* Education in
Sparta, then, was fundamentally moral and social — not a

! Herodotus, i1, 104.
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mere training of athletes and spearmen. It aimed, through
instruction, emulation, exercise, training in responsibility
and initiative, to make citizens— men and women of the
fullest individual power to judge and to act for themselves
who would yet find their good at every point identical with
and inseparable from that of their country.

Their method of accomplishing thisin historic timesiswell
known and needs little exposition. At the age of seven the
child was taken from his parents and associated with com-
panions of his own age under the direction of the state.
Divided into companies, the boys and girls ate, slept, played,
fought, and received their instruction together. Over each
company was placed a leader, the Iren, who was two years
removed from boyhood —i.e., twenty years of age. Every
citizen was a supervisor of morals, a critic of conduct and of
efficiency, but it was the Iren who was peculiarly responsible
for the boys of his company. Their curriculum was very
simple. *As for learning, they had just what was absolutely
necessary (gymnastics and music). All the rest of their
education was calculated to make them subject to command,
to endure labor, to fight and to conquer." 'He who showed
the most conduct and courage amongst them was made
captain of his company. The rest kept their eyes upon him,
obeyed his orders, and bore with patience the punishments he
inflicted; so that their whole education was an education in
obedience. The old men were present at their diversions, and
often suggested some occasion of dispute or quarrel that they
might observe with exactness the spirit of each and their
firmness in battle.” 'The Iren, reposing himself after supper,
used to order some of the boys to sing a song; to another he

1 X enophon, ThePolity of the Lacedaemonians, 11.
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put some question which required a judicious answer, for
example: "Who was the best man in the city?” or, “What
he thought of such an action?” This accustomed them from
their childhood to judge of the virtues, to enter into the
affairs of their countrymen.’

This emphasis of virtue, and of the identification of each
member of the state with the whole, makes the permission
to steal seem a paradox. It is indeed the most curious
feature of the whole system. Yet it may be understood if
we keep in mind three things: (1) that the Spartan was not a
business man but a landowner of the simplest tastes and
habits, almost a communist, valuing but little what we call
rights of property; (2) that throwing aboy wholly or largely
on his own resources, with the certainty that he would go
hungry if he failed and be soundly beaten if he were caught,
was in itself a most valuable experience, an ideal training
for thelife of a Spartan soldier; (3) that this boyish thievery
and its purpose were so well understood and appreciated
by both boys and citizens, and social solidarity, the close
relation between the members of the state, so emphasized,
that the moral and social evil of the stealing was practically
nullified.!

That the Spartan system of rigid moral education by the
state and for the state was wonderfully successful up to a
certain point, and that it gave thelittle city on the Eurotas

L1t must be remembered that when a boy was punished if caught in
the act, it was for clumsiness, not for stealing. 'An objector may re-
tort: "Butif he [Lykurgos] thought it sofineafeat to steal, why did he
inflict all those blows on the unfortunate who was caught? ” My answer
is: for the selfsame reason which induces people, in other matters which
are taught, to punish the careless performance of a service.” (Xenophon,
op. cit. 11, 8)
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an unquestioned |leadership among the Greeks for many years,
no one will deny. Yetit ultimately failed, and the reasons
for the failure are both clear and significant. Thefirst, and
perhaps the most fundamental, is that the whole system,
however sound as a discipline for a specific purpose, came
to be, as time passed, utterly out of tune with the rest of
Hellas. Even its merits had no place in an eager and living
world. Frozen and static, complacent in its obstinate isola-
tion, it rested on a deadly patriotism, intolerant of every
point of view or interest not its own. Secondly, the main-
tenance of the state and its power was viewed as an end in
itself, dominating all private ends and ignoring all the possi-
bilities of life that did not contribute in some direct way to
the unity and supremacy of Sparta. Above every citizen was
the law, and the sole purpose of the law was the preservation
of the city. No matter how much each Spartan felt himself
to be part of the state, it yet bound him in iron fetters, and
from those fetters he coul d escape only by death or exile. All-
pervasive, unprogressive, unelastic, the very excellence of the
laws attributed to Lykurgoskilled thecity that they lifted to
greatness. They were an attempt to reduce to final and per-
fect form something whose life depends on its power of ex-
pansion, change, eternal readjustment.’

Exclusive, narrow, arrogant, unable to embody in their
personal and political ideal the lessons of experience, the
Lacedaemonians were bound to come to a time when the
mechanical excellence of their system would meet an environ-
ment which it could not dominate and to which it could not

! This criticism of the Spartan system is, of course, a modern one.
For a detailed criticism from the Greek point of view se Aristotle,
Palitics, |1, chapters 9 and 10.
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adjust itself. And the ultimate failure of the system as a
whole indicated the wesakness of the education on which it
was built. The Spartan boy was trained to take his place
in an exclusive club whose by-laws were jealously guarded
against change, in a caste to whose members all outsiders
were unregarded and despised aliens, in an aristocracy which
regarded the whole economic and almost the whole reflective
and aesthetic sides of life with suspicion and disdain. And yet
so massively did Sparta build her constitution on some of the
most admirable and enduring elements in human nature, so
marvelously did her discipline emphasize at once self-activity
and an absorbing sense of duty, that the Spartan type of
character will never lose a certain stern and even ennobling
fascination. The world has remembered its virtues and has
been willing to throw a veil over its defects. Unflinching
valor, uncomplaining endurance, unfaltering devotion to
the commonwealth — these are in the main the things we
associate with Sparta. And the most profound of Athenian
thinkers found it possible to make the great Dorian military
state the pattern of his ideal republic.

What then is the net result of our effort to see what the
ninth-century Greeks were like — these people who could
produce immortal poetry, who could think clearly about the
problems of wise living, but who were still children in so
many ways, ignorant, unsophisticated, living in a world of
fancies and realities inextricably interwoven? And what
can we know of their ‘civilization' in the strict sense of the
word, their progress in the art of living together? Not very
much with certainty, for our sure evidence is limited to
the poets. Any inference we might draw from Sparta is
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after all doubtful, resting only on the persistent tradition
of later ages that the Spartan constitution was formed at
about the time when Hesiod wrote the Works and Days and
kept its essential character with less change than occurred
in other cities. But even if our guess is wrong, and the
historic Sparta should turn out to have little resemblance
to the earlier city, there are in Hesiod enough signs of social
order to show an integrating process going on, and enough
criticism to show a constructive discontent. The Homeric
looseness of socia relations was evidently — though no
doubt slowly — giving place to the compact organization
of the polls, the idea of law, almost wholly absent in Homer,
taking clearer form in the Greek mind. To say that this was
universal and uniform would be to say what we do not know
and is not particularly probable. But neither is it probable
that Sparta was an entirely isolated case or Hesiod's tes-
timony true only of Boeotia. At any rate, we can be sure that
the Greeks were settling down and considering things. We
might even allow ourselves to go alittle farther and say that
they had discovered — not explored — four pregnant words
that held the possibility of almost the whole ethical philos-
ophy of the future— hubris and sophrosune, aidos and
nemesis.



CHAPTER | 1|
The City-Sate of Athens

I N TH E rugged peninsula of Attica, ridged with rocky
hills and seamed with glens, there are three small plains
— Aphidna, of which Marathonis apart, the Thriasian plain
round about Eleusis, and the plain of Athens. All became
famous, but only the plain of Athens could have been the
site of a great city. The soil is light and stony, of scanty
profit to the farmer and a woeful contrast to the rich fields
across the hills in Boeotia. But for defense against enemies,
for access to the sea, and for harborage, the position of Athens
was unequaled in Greece. The Argive plain in the Pelopon-
nesus came second, but Argos had no harbor comparable to
either Phaleron or the Peirsaus. The mountain walls of Parnes,
Pentelicus, and Hymettus ringed it about in an irregular
semicircle, and where there were no mountains there was the
sea. Four miles from the rocky beach (akte) that gave its
name to the peninsula rose the steep rock of the Acropolis,
an obvious fortress, and around this rock — made safe against
surprise by the easy view of the whole plain from the hills to
the coast — gathered the Greek settlers who chose to remain
here while their Achaian kinsmen went on across the | sthmus
to occupy the Peloponnesus.

! This seems probable, but there isno certainty about it. The Athen-
ians were lonians, but that throws no light on their origin. No one
knows how and when they came to Attica, and they may have been
there all through the period of Cretan supremacy, as the Theseus legend
seems to imply. For the position and environment of Athens see the

ever-useful Baedeker or — to name only one book out of many — M a-
haffy, Rambles in Greece, chapters 1-8.



THE CITY-STATE OF ATHENS 57

Likeall the Greek states Athenswasoriginally amonarchy.*
Among the names of her kings, half or wholly mythical as
they may be, one stands out in pre-eminent fame. Theseus
was to Athens what Charlemagne was to France and Ger-
many, Arthur to Britain, Rodrigo el Cid to Spain, every
national hero to his people, and unhappily he is like most
of the others in that we have absolutely no account of him
that we can call historical and rely on as indubitable fact.
For the Theseus of legend who delivered Athens from the
tyranny of Crete by killing the Minotaur, we must refer
those who do not already know the tale to Plutarch, and it
is atale mostinstructive and diverting whether it be histor-
ically reliable or not. But the cautious Thucydides notes one
incident that isworth recording:

In the days of Cecrops and the first kings, down to the
reign of Theseus, Atticawas divided into communes, hav-
ing their own town halls and magistrates. Except in case
of alarm the whole people did not assemble in council
under the king, but administered their own affairs and
advised together in their several townships. Some of them
at timeswent to war with him.... But when Theseus came
to the throne, being a powerful as well as a wise ruler,
among other improvements in the administration of the
country he dissolved the councils and separate govern-
ments and united all the inhabitants of Attica in the
present city, establishing one council and town hall. They
continued to live on their own lands, but he compelled
them to resort to Athens as their metropolis, and hence-
forward they were all inscribed on the roll of her citizens.
A great city thus arose which was handed down by Theseus
to his descendants, and from his day to this the Athenians

1 Any reader who wishes to have a glimpse of a legendary Athens not
discused in sober histories, may find Plato's Critias worth looking into.
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have regularly celebrated the national festival of the
Synoikia or ‘union of the communes in honor of the
goddess Athena.’

But the monarchy faded out, and Athens became an aristo-
cracy. Tradition has it that this came about in a curious
way. Attica was oppressed by a formidable invasion. The
oracle at Delphi announced that the army whose leader
should be killed would be victorious. So the Athenian king
Kodros disguised himself and waskilled, theinvaders—when
they heard what had happened — immediately withdrawing
in acceptance of the oracle's word. The Athenians, it is said,
deemed no one worthy to succeed the king who had sacrificed
his life for his country, and, while his descendants were for
some time allowed to retain the title and a position of high
honor, government was actually put into commission. But
whether this tale be true at all or wholly an invention, we
have no means of knowing. It is much more likely that the
process was a gradual one? The poems of Homer show so
clearly that the king was only the first among equals that there
is nothing difficult to understand in the transition from
monarchy to aristocracy. The powerful chiefs who could
insult and defy Agamemnon, who could take matters into
their own hands at Ithaka in the absence of Odysseus, might
easily end by shelving the king entirely.

So by the middle of the seventh century before our era the
government of Athens was in the hands of an executive com-
mittee of the landowners, a commission of nine magistrates.
Of these one, the nominal head of the government, was called
archon, a word which means literally governor, president,

! Thucydides, 11, 15, Jowett's translation.
2 Aristotle, Constitution of the Athenians, 3.
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ruler; one held the title of king (basileus) and concerned him-
self with the sacrifices, always an important department of
civic affairs; one was polemarch or commander-in-chief of
the forces; and the remaining six, thesmothetai, or legislators,
were mainly judges, recorders, keepers of documents. These
were all elected from the nobles (eupatridai), in early times
by the venerable Council of the Areopagus, later by the
citizens in assembly. How the Council of the Areopagusit-
self was constituted we do not know,! but it was the chief
directing power in Athens during the period of the aristo-
cracy, at once a supreme court and a body of supervisors.
A general assembly (Ekklesia), and a smaller group, the
Council of Four Hundred and One, which was practically
an advisory and initiating committee of the Ekklesia selected
by lot, dealt with all the larger issues of the state. And these
— the Ekklesia, a council chosen from the Ekklesia, a smaller
life council, the Areopagus, and the nine who made up the
executive—constituted the framework of the Athenian polity
during the history of the city.

The internal political history of Athens during the sixth
century turned around the widening of the franchise, the
breaking down of class qualifications for holding office, the
shifting of the power from the eupatridai to the demos. The
word eupatridai corresponded to the Roman word — more
familiar to English readers — patricians, and similarly the
Greek demos, which we roughly translate ‘common people,’
corresponded to the Roman plebs. The struggle between
eupatridai and demos, like that between patricians and plebs,
is simply a phase of the world-old struggle between gentry
and commons, privileged and unprivileged, anditssole signifi-

! Possbly of retired archons. Membership was for life.
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cance to us at present lies in the practically universal truth
that this struggle takes place only among a people alert,
vigorous, pulsing with an eager individualism that resents
both oppression and social or political privilege. It is a
familiar phenomenon in the annals of Europe, unfamiliar in
those of Asia.

Every Greek state saw the conflict, and it took forms that
have given us some of the most familiar terms in our political
vocabulary. Thus to a Greek a monarch (one ruling alone)
might be called king (basileus) — which meant an hereditary
priest-judge-war lord of the Agamemnon or Odysseus type,
who held his office by birth, by divine or semi-divine descent,
i.e., by the ‘grace of God’ — or tyrant (tyrannos), whose
power was derived from some other source, such as arevolu-
tion or coup d'état Thus a Greek would have called Charles
| and Louis X V | kings, Cromwell and Napoleon tyrants, no
matter what their individual merits asrulers. An aristocracy
— literally the rule of the best — was practically the rule of
hereditary landowning nobles. An oligarchy was aso therule
of a few, of a class, but a class whose membership was deter-
mined not by birth but by force, office, or wealth. A demo-
cracy was naturally the rule of the demos, with a suffrage that
included all free citizens. All of these forms took slavery
for granted.!

The main lines of the movement from aristocracy to demo-
cracy in Athens are fortunately pretty clear. The first step
was taken some time in the seventh century, when the class
divisions of the city were readjusted — for purposes of voting
and holding office— on the basis of wealth rather than of

! For a statement of the Greek attitude to davery s Aristotle, Poli-
tics, 1, 4-13.
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birth. When thiswas done the aristocracy, strictly speaking,
became an oligarchy. But this concession to the wealthier
among the demos was like the crack in the dyke. It only
increased the discontent and the hope of those not favored.
By the beginning of the sixth century the city was torn by
dissensions, and the focal points of the trouble were appar-
ently two: first, the few rich were becoming richer and the
many poor were becoming poorer, forced to mortgage their
property, to sell themselves and their families into slavery;
and secondly, those who were thus increasing in economic
power had absolute control over the administration and the
courts, as if our millionaires not only owned the land, the oil,
the sugar, the coal, and therailroads, but presided in the White
House, nominated thejudges, and supervised all the machinery
of government. Legally the people were powerless, but ac-
tually their agitation reduced the city to a state of sedition
that finally compelled some sort of compromise.

An arbiter was found who was acceptable to all parties.
Solon, a wealthy eupatrid who was at the same time a man
of international —i.e., pan-Hellenic —reputation for wis-
dom and integrity, was elected archon in the year 594 B.C.
with the understanding that he was to carry through a pro-
gram of reform that would ensure peace. He faced with
courage both the economic and the political evils that were
ruining the city. The more immediate and pressing griev-
ance he relieved by the simple expedient of cancelling the
debts and nullifying the mortgages for which the debtor's
person was pledged. To provide for the future he introduced
a law compelling every citizen to teach his sons some trade,
and adopted a better and more widely used coinage than the
one in use, recognizing that the economic future of Athens
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lay in industry and commerce rather than agriculture. As
to politics, heinstituted two changes that made the ultimate
victory of democracy inevitable. Confirming the division
of the people into four classes on the basis of wealth and
leaving the main responsibilities and privileges of govern-
ment in the hands of the well-to-do, he yet admitted all
citizens into the Ekklesia as voting members, including the
fourth class, the thetes (the Roman proletariad, hitherto ex-
cluded. And he entrusted to the people judicial as well as
legislative power through the Heliaia or popular court, a
court that could hear appeals and could hold to account all
magistrates, even the archons, at the end of their term of
office. All voterswere alsojurors. No longer were the people
to be helpless before their rulers.

Solon's reforms went too far to please the powerful and
not far enough to please the demos. The dissensions of the
city continued, for the ‘people’ were unable to break the
‘ring’ of professiona politicians. Law or no law the rich
families and their clients still held the reins of government,
handicapped as they no doubt were by the Ekklesia and the
Heliaia. Neither demos nor oligarchs would yield, and sedi-
tion accordingly turned into revolution. The deadlock was
broken and the class monopoly of office ended by the rise of
atyrannos, Pisistratus. Himself a noble, he was yet the leader
and champion of the demos, and his ‘tyranny’ shows the near
association of what would seem the two political opposites,
democracy and despotism. There is nothing abnormal or
unusual about it, instructive as is each particular case. For
democracy, by virtue both of unwieldy numbers and the com-
bination in many citizens of jealousy and political incapacity,
doubt as to what ought to be done and unwillingness to trust
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others, has frequently led to a peculiarly absolute loyalty to
one leader of proven ability." Whether such a tyranny can
last depends quite largely on the tact of the tyrant, and
because of this it has seldom lasted beyond one lifetime, often
not beyond a few months or a few years, though the Roman
Empireis an illustration of a tyranny that lasted for ages.

In the case of Athens the tyranny of Pisistratus endured
for thirty-three years® and was safely handed down to his
sons Hippias and Hipparchus. Their government apparently
wasjustified by results. * No tyrants,” says Thucydides," ever
displayed greater merit or capacity than these. Although the
tax on the produce of the soil which they exacted amounted
to only five per cent, they improved and adorned the city
and carried on successful wars.... The city meanwhile was
permitted to retain her ancient laws; but the family of Pisis-
tratus took care that one of their number should always be
in office.

But Athensin time grew tired of even an excellent tyranny.
It served its purpose in undermining the long established
power of the nobles and in educating the demos, but as a
permanent thing it was ill-suited to the restless genius of the
Athenians. A conspiracy resulted in the assassination of
Hipparchus. The survivor's resentment and fear tightened
his control, tightened it beyond the endurance of the people.
A second conspiracy overthrew Hippias and he fled to Persia
The time seemed ripe then for afinal and radical reconstruc-
tion. The reforms of Cleisthenes (509 B.C.) swept away the
oldtribal divisions, redivided the peopleinto ten new tribes —

! For example, Napoleon — both Napoleons. Shall we say aso Lenin,
Stalin, Mussolini, Hitler?
* Nineteen of actual government. There were two periods of exile.
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destroying the old sectionalism and with it the still surviving
tradition of aristocratic superiority — and re-established the
Council on the basis of fifty from each tribe, chosen every
year by lot, no citizen being allowed to hold office more than
twicein alifetime. This had obvious disadvantages, but the
certainty that every member of the Ekklesia would at some
time serve on the Council must have ensured an invaluable
political training. A little later, (501 B.C.) there was estab-
lished a new popular executive of ten strategoi or generals, one
from each tribe, which soon displaced the archons in actual
administrative power. Democracy was now an accomplished
fact.! Solon, Pisistratus and Cleisthenes had brought about a
revolution.

When the fifth century opened the Ekklesia, the general
assembly of all free Athenians, was the final source of all
power; the Council of Five Hundred was an executive, in-
itiating, and supervising body to which all citizens were
eligible; the Council of the Areopagus still existed as a high
court for the trial of certain special cases, such as treason
and perhaps murder; and the administration was carried on
by the nine archons and the ten strategoi, all chosen annually
by and from the Ekklesia. This sounds and was complicated;
it was the constitution of ajealous people; and the scattering
of authority, the annual elections, the supreme power of an
easily swayed popular assembly, and the democratic judge-
and-jury courts gave dangerous opportunity to impulses of
panic, rage, cruelty, and foolishness. It was at itsworst in a
crisis, at its best when it was not functioning.

Nevertheless the fact that it was frequently content not to

! After the year 487 the archons were chosn by lot, but the strategoi
continued to be dected, and could be re-dected without limit.
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function was a merit of no mean order. A danger, too, no
doubt. It gave ample opportunity to wily politicians—
demagogue is a Greek word — and statecraft might easily be
little more than the art of pleasing the ‘many-headed multi-
tude.' * Yet until the trying years of the Peloponnesian War
the result was better than a modern critic might expect.
Perhaps the great statesmen that the Athenian democracy
certainly produced found their task and their success all the
more stimulating because it was so perilous, so exacting, so
precarious. For any man who held power in Athens held it
as the elected servant of the people, chosen and obeyed be-
cause of his ability to rule, liable to be dismissed, fined, or
exiled at any time if the all-powerful demos decided to reject
him. Normally, in the fifth century, the city was governed
by the ablest, the most popular, and the most persuasive of
the strategoi.?

Up to the time when the city became a democracy she was
in no sense imperial. Centuries before, as we have seen,
Attica and Athens had been made politically co-extensive.
That is to say, a farmer residing in the farthest corner of
Attica, a sailor who lived in the Peiraaus, might be just as
fully possessed of the rights of citizenship as a man who
lived under the shadow of the Acropolis. No more territory
was wanted. There had been wars, but only with an occa-
sional invader or with troublesome neighbors— Eleusis,
Salamis, or /Agina. The people were mostly craftsmen, mer-

! plato, Republic, vl, 492-93. No student of the Athenian democracy
should fail to read this passage

2 'Thus Athens, though till in name a democracy, was in fact ruled
by her greatest citizen.” So Thucydides (11, 63) comments on the long
tenure of office by Pericles, re-dected year after year, without a break,
from 461 to his death in 429.
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chants, and sailors, with pottery as the chief article of export,
for Athens led the world in ceramics. There were agricultur-
ists, naturally, but the soil of Athens was relatively poor
while her position for commerce was peculiarly good. Ships
sailed from her seaport, the Peiraaus, to all parts of the Agean
and westward to Italy and Sicily.! Her intellectual life was
keen and her education broad and elastic, based on the three
essential subjects of the Greek curriculum — music, letters,
and athletics. She had produced only one man of wide
reputation, Solon, but she was rich, enterprising, and vigor-
ous, easily one of the first cities of Greece. And she had ap-
parently reached the end of the long period of internal dis-
sension. The old landowning patrician families were still
strong, still lifted above the common level by the pride of
illustrious descent that is far from unknown in modern
democracies, but the whole body of citizens, rich and poor,
noble and simple, held the reins of power, and with a brief
interval were to continue to hold them to the end of the story.

[

Now let us anticipate events a little so that we may better
estimate the significance of what turned out to be the most
momentous crisis in the history of the city-state — a crisis
more fateful than any faced by Theseus or Solon. Hardly
had Athens achieved democracy than she had to bear the
brunt of the Persian invasion. Victory brought responsibility,
and responsibility brought empire, when the city leaped for-
ward to wider ventures, glorying not only in her freedom but

! For instance, the largest finds of Athenian vases have been in Tus-
cany, and vases dgned by the same painter have been found in Italy
and in Asa Minor.
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in the power that freedom made the more intoxicating. For
a little while—in the words of her most illustrious son —
‘reverence was our queen and mistress and made us live in
obedience to the laws.' ' But those words were written by
one who had seen freedom and empire ruin hiscity. He had
seen intoxication sink into drunkenness, pride invite destruc-
tion, the poison of democracy bring about *the universal con-
ceit of omniscience and lawlessness.” That poison was fatal.
A century and a half after her greatest triumph the independ-
ence of Athens was gone forever.

What would have happened to the democracy if it had not
had to face the test of a life-and-death war and the still more
trying test of victory, no one would dare to say with any
confidence. What did happen it is best to see through Greek
eyes. Not contemporary eyes, for no one could see what was
coming or how it would work out. No prophet arose during
the time of Cleisthenes or for four generations after to sound
a warning, and if one had arisen he would have been as in-
effective as Cassandra. But in the disillusioned fourth cen-
tury Plato and Aristotle, then two centuries after Aristotle
another Greek, Polybius, looked back reflectively and tried to
understand what had occurred. A century later still one of
the wisest of the Romans, himself a member of a city whose
political evolution— at any rate up to the achievement of
democracy — had been a close parallel to that of Athens,
surveyed the whole matter from the angle of one who was a
lawyer and a statesman as well as a philosopher. The net
result is not only an illuminating commentary on the city-

! Plato, Laws, 698 — an impressive survey of the way Athens bore
hersdf during the period of the Persian wars, followed by a study of her
decline.
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state, but a permanently valuable philosophy of politics.
And athoroughly Greek one. Even Cicerowas a Greek while
hewaswriting the De Republica trying to apply the wisdom
of Plato to the desperate case of Rome, hoping in vain to
find a way of averting the end that he foresaw too clearly.

That end Plato stated in words of terrible definiteness.
‘ Excessive freedom is unlikely to pass into anything but
excessive slavery, in the case of states as well as individuals.
Democracy and only democracy lays the foundation of
despotism — that is to say, the most intense freedom lays
the foundation of the heaviest and fiercest slavery.” Such a
dictum standing alone might mean only an unreasoning aca-
demic or aristocratic prejudice, butitispart of awhole theory
of political change, the‘cycle’ theory adopted by both Poly-
bius and Cicero. It isindeed a question whether Plato him-
self took the theory as seriously as his successors did. Evenin
the wonderful eighth book of the Republic he is concerned
only with the progressive degeneration of an aristocratic state
through the stages of timocracy, oligarchy, democracy, and
tyranny. In such later dialogues as the Satesman and the
Laws, the ‘cycles’ disappear and the whole tone of the dis-
cussion is less bitter, firmly as he reiterates his conviction
as to the ruinous effect of democracy. But it was the pro-
phetic note of the Republic that impressed later students of
politics, and they saw in it the formulation of an inexorable
cause and effect law. Aristotle refused to recognize any such
law as his master had set forth. 'Revolutions,' he said, 'are
caused by trifles." Y et behind his almost querulous insistence
on exceptions, he too saw something of the great waves of
change that had struck Plato.

The whole 'cycle' theory is formulated most definitely by
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Polybius.® Ashesssit, primitivesociety isapt to beruled by
a despot; despotism evolves — or is restrained — into king-
ship (as we have it in Homer, for instance), and kingship
into tyranny or aristocracy according to which fork of the
road is taken; aristocracy is easily perverted into oligarchy;
when oligarchy becomes bad enough to arouse revolt, asit is
sure to do, thereis democracy; democracy becomes ochlocracy
or mob-rule, the tyranny of the many; and this brings the
disorder and contempt for law that causes reversion to
despotism, when the cycle will presumably repeat itself.
Each changeisgood for a time, a kind of fresh start, but each
form is fatally open to perversion.

Thatisto say — revertingto Plato — kingship, aristocracy,
and even democracy may all work relatively well while they
recognize law, but none of them can endure because they are
bound to be destroyed each by its own peculiar form of law-
lessness — the passion for power, the passion for wealth, the
passion for liberty; or, as amodern American might ruefully
add, all three passionately combined. It is a pity, but—
using Plato’s words again — * Since everything that has come
into being must one day perish, even a system like ours will
not endure for all time but must suffer dissolution.” Des-
potism is that dissolution, and democracy is the ominous
sign of its near approach, when every citizen should be on
his guard or — if thisis vain — seek a safe retreat.

From such a point of view the city that so valiantly faced
Persia had that moment reached a fatal turning-point, a ma-
turity that held in its very perfection the certainty of decay
and death. Our biological way of regarding history predis-
poses us to agreement even though the logic and symmetry

! History, Book VI .
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of the cycles tinges our approval with suspicion. Certainly
Plato's conviction that the evils of his own generation were
directly traceable to the triumph of unrestrained democracy
had much to support it. But what he aimost saw and could
not fully admit, what perhaps no Greek could have admitted,
was that his criticism of democracy was a criticism of the
city-state itself. Not even Aristotle realized that the city-
Btate was by itsvery nature the most fragile of political forms,
capable indeed of noble energy up to a point, but certain to
collapse when it had reached full realization because it was
inherently incapable of the transformation that is a first es-
sential of continued growth.

One device might have saved it, the device of federation,
and this was tried again and again. It failed in the fifth and
fourth centuries because of the arrogance of the more power-
ful cities, and it failed again in the second century because the
world was too fiercely swept by storm for any state to survive
unless it was backed by the brute power of concentrated mili-
tary force. But concentration on any large scale was pre-
cisely what the Greeks could not endure, and even their
wisest thinkers were never able to see its necessity. For to
them the very essence of the state was bound up with its
independence, an independence based on a unity of blood and
religion that barred all outsiders and made organic combina-
tions with other states unthinkable.

A modern mind is ailmost helpless before that fatally fixed
idea— the sacred unity of blood. Not such unity of blood
asis implied in the statements that every German is Teu-
tonic and every member of the British Empire Anglo-Saxon
— statements that no one believes and no one is interested
in: aunity rather as if someone said that all Americans are
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descended from the Pilgrim Fathers, all Englishmen from
the companions of Hengest and Horsa, and that if they are
not so descended they cannot be truly American or English
or worship American or English gods! So stated it becomes
grotesque, but that means only that no attempt at a modern
parallel is of any use! There was perhaps an approach to it
in the South African Republic of Paul Kruger's time, where
all not of true Boer blood were Uitlanders. But to this
jealous oneness of blood and land-ownership and prior pos-
session was added in Athens—in any Greek city, for that
matter — the worship paid to the city's gods, the reverence
paid to ancestral tombs, the unbreakable tie between present
and past. How could | be part of a city in whose bounds the
ashes of my fathers did not rest, whose gods were not my
gods??

Now in the older Athens this faithin the racial and reli-
gious purity of thecity waseasy. The facts, if investigated,
might disprove it, but no one wanted to investigate. Every
step in the advance of democracy made it harder to believe
and it was totally irreconcilable with expansion, but faith in
it persisted in the face of all reason and all experience. There
were no doubt anxious thoughts and passionate oppositions
as the franchise was extended, but even in the great assem-
blies that met in the days of Pericles there was atacit assump-
tion that every individual of the democracy was descended

L 'Yet one might recall the expresson 'one hundred per cent Ameri-
can, and compare John Richard Green's reference to the ide of Thanet:
* No spot in Britain can be so sacred to Englishmen as that which first
felt the tread of English feet.

2 Se W. S. Ferguson, Greek Imperialism, chapter 1, and compare Sir
Henry Main€'s account of the legal fiction of common descent in Rome
(Ancient Law, chapter 5).
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from free-born Athenians whose ancestors lived in the Attica
of Theseus and Kodros. Aristotle tells of the questions that
had to be answered by every prospective Athenian magis-
trateinhisowntime, i.e., about 325 B.C.—questions obviously
of immemorial antiquity: ‘whether the candidate has an
Apollo Patroos or ancestral Apollo and a Zeus Herkeios or
household Zeus, and where their temples are — whether he
has any family tombs and wherethey are.” Just asthe'family
altar’ had a specific and literal meaning, so had the larger
family altar of the city, where the ghosts of long-dead Athe-
nians were invisibly present with their children, and where
the participation of an outsider in the sacrifices would be a
profanation more serious than treason.

This interweaving of religion and politics, so alien to our
habits of thought, has to be kept in mind if we would under-
stand how great a crisis Athens was unconsciously facing as
the fifth century opened. The fiction of common descent,
added to the intimate association of ancestors and gods with
all city affairs could be preserved so long, and only so long
as the city was a small and compact one.! Up to a point it
was perfectly compatible with democracy. Democracy was
indeed logically and biologically inevitable. But asthe city
became larger, as newcomers drifted in, as wealth was made
the basis of VV oting power and eligibility to office, thereligious
foundation of city lifeand unity wasmore and moreimperiled,
more and more obviously out of accord with facts. Solon
and Cleisthenes, no matter how wise and right in what they
did, were yet unconscious pioneers of arevolution that would

! Plato suggested a limit of 5040 citizens (Laws, 737). Aristotle
thought the best limit to the population of a state to be *the largest
number which suffices for the purposes of life and can be taken in at a
single view.’
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undermine the very foundations of the city they were trying
to preserve.

For the point is that the Athenian democracy did not rest
on any theory of human equality. When we translate the
word demosinto our word people, we are apt to read a modern
ideainto an organism that was not modern at all. The theory
was that all citizens, being brethren and members — so to
speak — of one Church, should be equal. They were of one
blood, worshiped at the same altar. But what if this should
become obviously and absurdly untrue? And what if Athens
not only ceased to be Athenian as outsiders were taken in, but
encroached on the independence of other citiesjust asjealous?
As always, the ‘old families' loved the old traditions that
were bound up with the rise of their city to greatness, while
the demos — having no ancestors — lived in the present and
future and trampled arrogantly and ignorantly on the indis-
pensable past. So little by little Plato's diagnosis was justi-
fied. And as the cities were tossed and shaken in the tumults
of the fifth century and the worse tumults of the fourth, the
question was not whether the new wine poured into the old
city-state bottlewould break i t: that was certain; but whether
the Greek genius would survive the collapse of the political
form in which it had been nurtured.

Monarchy, aristocracy, tyranny, democracy — and then
the deluge. Y et perhaps even if the free men of Athens had
had a glimpse of the future when in the summer of 490 they
faced the invaders at Marathon, they might havejudged the
next sixty years worth the price.



CHAPTER IV

The War With Persia

BEFORE we tell the story of the war with Persia, it is
fit and proper that we make our bow to the genial his-
torian to whom we owe most of our knowledge of it — him-
self an event of the first consequence, for he is the pioneer
figure of European prose. Herodotus was born in one of the
Asiatic colonies, Halicarnassus, somewhere about the year
484 B.C. —i.e., before the issue of the war was decided —
and hewas still achild when the Greeks emerged triumphant.
He grew up with two outstanding characteristics that are
illustrated by every page of his history — an irrepressible
curiosity about people and their ways and a gift for telling
stories. Not curiosity of the philosophic or scientific sort:
he was not hunting for laws or principles, he makes few gen-
eralizations, he was usually willing to believe what people
told him, and divine interventions were to be accepted as
always probable and frequently beyond question. But he
had an inquiring mind even if amiably uncritical —inquiry
and credulity being perfectly compatible — so he traveled a
great deal and asked endless questions about what he saw.
Finally he decided to write an account of the war between
Greeks and Persians ‘in order that the actions of men might
not be effaced by time, nor the great and wondrous deeds
displayed by both Greeks and barbarians deprived of renown;
and among the rest for what cause they waged war on each
other.’

But the cause was, he saw, far from simple. Itsroots were
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partly the diverse habits of all the nations of the East, past
and present — Assyrians and Babylonians, Phoenicians and
Egyptians, Medes and Persians, even Scythians and Ethio-
pians — partly the passons and ambitions of their princes.
So beginning with Croesus, King of Lydia, and the rise of
Cyrus, he painted with gusto and captivating vividness por-
trait after portrait, largely through anecdote, and filled in
hisbackground with lavish detail, until hehad told of thewars
and customs and religions and governments of all the seething
masss from the Soudan to the Crimea, from theides of Greece
to the vaguely known lands beyond the Persian hills.

How much of it all is precisdly true is, of course, open to
debate. So breezy and naive an account is bound to awaken
distrust. But Herodotus is honest with his readers neverthe-
less. When he saw a thing with his own eyes he says s, and
the things told him he narrates for what they are worth —
often giving two contradictory accounts and bidding you be-
lieve what you please. Herelied very little, so far as we can
tell, on documents or books. Many of his descriptions he
could have had from eye-witnesses, sometimes he could and
did reconcile conflicting reports by personal surveys of the
ground; and for the more distant past he took what was told
him by chance acquaintances and officials as he wandered
about Asia and Egypt and the Greek cities from lonia to
Italy. All of hisvast store of facts and traditions he wove to-
gether into one of the most fascinating stories ever written, a
prose epic in nine books, each named after one of the nine
muses. We of today can sdect and organize and clarify and
now and then verify or deny, but we can never exhaust that
amazing treasury, and even if we read it often with more
amusement than philosophic seriousness, only the most nar-
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rowly severe of scientific historians will refuse to do honor to
Herodotus.*

What, then, did happen? And how did the great war come
about?

Greece and Asia had been intimate neighbors from the
beginning by sheer geographic compulsion. Communication
was undoubtedly frequent, and in the older heroic legends
it is not always easy to set a clear dividing line between
Greeks and the peoples of Asia Minor — Phrygians, Carians,
Lydians, and Lycians. But the coming of the Achaiansintro-
duced elements that involved a cleavage quite evident in
Homer; as time went on the two streams were flowing along
visibly different channels; in art, literature, thought, religion,
and social life Greek civilization wasinitiating and develop-
ing its own un-Asiatic character. Greece and Chaldaes,
Greece and Israel, Egypt, Phoenicia, had indeed innumerable
points in common; but the difference between them was
fundamental nevertheless, and it was of vital importance
to Europe's future that it should remain so.

Just at the threshold of historic times—i.e., times of
which we have some written record —we se part of the
Greek world coming under political subjection to an Asiatic
power. Quite late in the seventh century, about the time
when Nineveh fell before the Medes and Babylonians and the
terrible empire of Assyriawas destroyed forever, the kingdom
of Lydia, now the most considerable power of Asia Minor,
began to expand her dominions to the seacoast. Here, as
we have seen, Greek colonies, /olian, Dorian, and lonian,?

! Professor Bury would not agree with all of these statements; and he
may be right! See his Greek Historians, chapters 1 and 2.
2 Just how much racial difference is represented by these names it is
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bad settled at the mouths of rivers, on the islands, and at
commercially strategic pointsall theway from the Hellespont
to Cyprus. And the kings of Lydia, recognizing that an ex-
panding and ambitious empire controlling the interior must
foritsown safety control the coast also, decided to conquer the
lonian cities. So one by one they were attacked and reduced
to dependence.

There isno indication that Lydian rule was particularly
tyrannical. The conquerors apparently had littledisposition
to interfere with the life and doings of the conquered, and
even regarded the Greeks with friendly interest and respect.
Thelast king of Lydia, Croesus, is said to have honored Greek
wisdom and showered the Del phic oracle with gifts so magnif-
icent that hewas made acitizen of Delphi. Hecertainly con-
tributed to the building of the temple of Artemis at Ephesus.
Butif therewas danger to Hellenism in the friendship between
the cosmopolitan but Asiatic Lydians and the Greeks, it
was a danger quickly dispelled. For midway in the sixth
century Lydiafell before the Medes and Persians, and a new
power arose in western Asiathat was stronger, more arrogant,
less disposed to consider the Greeks as anything but tribes
to be conquered, subjects to be ruled.

Media and Babylon had overthrown Nineveh. Cyrusthe
Persian overthrew them both. And by virtue of hisambition
and genius the name of a province of the Median kingdom

hard to say— perhaps no more than the difference between New-
Englander and Virginian. There is a difference in dialect, and there
were quite marked differences in temperament and mental habit, espe-
cially between lonians and Dorians. The people of Leshos, like the
Thessalians and Boeotians, were Aolians; Delos, Samos, Naxos, Chios,
and Miletus—Ilike Athens — were lonian; the best-known Dorian
colonies in Asia were Rhodes and Halicarnassus.
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cametosignify an empirethat extended from the ££gean Seatotheborde
dominions the valley of the Nile. And when the third king,

the great Darius, ascended the throne, Persia was not simply

the chief power in western Asia: it was the only one.  Theold
monarchies of Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Media, and Lydia,

with the rich Phoenician cities of Tyre and Sidon, were no

longer rivals, but satrapies of an empire that had absorbed
themall.!

So great and complex a dominion was not easy to hold.
Not only were the conquered states apt to be restless, but
any ambitious satrap might consider the possibility of re-
peating the exploit of Cyrus himsdf. But on the whole the
organization devised by Darius worked as well as any, per-
haps better than, say, that of Charlemagne's empire of feudal
Germany and France if we judge it by the test of duration
and stability. It was based frankly on the theory of absolute
despotism, absolute centralization of power.

Unfortunately for the rulers of Persia, however, one small
area of the empire was populated not by Asatics but by
people to whom redtless liberty was as the breath of life.
Miletus, Ephesus, Kolophon, Halicarnassus, Samos, and the
rest of the insular or seacocast cities that were conquered by
Persia after the fall of Lydia were indifferently adapted to a
scheme based on submission to an external power. Their
rulers were acute enough to half recognize this, and many of
the cities were placed under tyrants of Greek race backed by
the Persian power. But it was a situation that only over-

! The kingdom was divided by Darius for administrative purposes
into from twenty to thirty satrapies or provinces, each governed by a
satrap responsible to the king.
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whelming force could maintain unless the Greeks should
lose their most distinctive racial characteristic— a dislike to
any external control, political or spiritual. And beforeCyrus
had been dead more than thirty years thelonian cities broke
into revolt (about 499 B.C.).

The glory of Athens and the lack of written records have
obscured to later ages the genius and achievements of these
cities of overseas Hellas. We have no chronicles of their his-
tory, no records of their doings except a small but priceless
group of lyrics, a few fragments preserved in quotation by
later writers, and some descriptive and historical detailsfrom
alien, perhaps none too friendly, pens. Y et even these show
that they nurtured daring sailors, prosperous merchants, and
keen observers of life. Herodotus himself was an Asiatic
Greek, acitizen of the Dorian city of Halicarnassus, and if the
lonian cities farther north produced no one quite so famous,
yet they can show name after name that reflects the glory of a
brilliant intellectual life. Miletus alone was the mother of
Thales, the first recorded philosopher and astronomer of Eu-
rope; Anaximander, mathematician and geographer, maker
of the first European map; and Hekateeus, the historical
and religious critic who might be said to share with Xeno-
phanes of Kolophon, another lonian, the honor of being the
first ‘rationalist.’*

If to us, then, the lonian cities are little more than a mem-
ory, yet at the beginning of the fifth century Miletus was a
greater city than Athens. And there is no reason to suppose
that she or her associates lacked either firmness or courage.
The fact that they endured a conflict of six years with the
might of Persiais direct evidence to the contrary. Theruin

! Thales and Xenophanes are discussed more explicitly in Chapter V1.
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of the lonians may well have been due not, as Herodotus, a
Dorian and an unfriendly critic, would have us believe, to
cowardice and weakness in the ordinary sense, but to charac-
teristics that they shared with the whole Greek race — rest-
lessness, inability to form a permanent and coherent union,
and refusal to submit to any political control.

The only chance for lonian success lay in the distance of
Susa, the capital of Darius, from the scene of action — about
fifteen hundred miles, or three months' journey — and in the
possibility of aid from the independent Greek cities. But
Sparta, cautious as always, regarded the revolt as hopeless and
refused any aid whatever. Athens, exasperated by a recent
demand from Darius that she restore to power the exiled ty-
rant Hippias, promised aid; but she sent only twenty ships,
enough to give vent to her wrath, no doubt, but hardly
enough to be of any great assistance. Athenians and lonians
combined in an attack on Sardis, the ancient capital of Lydia
and now the chief city of the province. But it was only half
successful, and a reverse seems to have followed at Ephesus.
At any rate, the Athenians, convinced apparently after closer
inspection that the enterprise was doomed to failure, broke
the alliance and sailed for home.

It took some six years to crush the revolt. Thefinal terms
were not unmerciful, but Miletus, the heart of the rebellion,
was destroyed utterly, and the permanent subjection of the
other lonian cities seemed to be assured. This, however, by
no means, ended the matter. The attention of Darius had
been called to the danger of having free peoples just beyond
his border who were allied to subjects just within it. If
Athens had done little for the lonians, she had done just
enough to draw down on herself and perhaps on the other
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Greek cities the wrath of the Great King. For it was the
kind of thing that Darius could neither ignore nor forget.
All that we know of him assures us that he was not interested
in conquest for its own sake, but in welding together into a
firm and peaceful whole the far-flung dominions that Cyrus
had gathered under his rule. Yet further conquest is some-
times necessary to ensure safety. And Greece would seem to
him a clear case in point, especially as he had no reason to
think that the undertaking would be a difficult one.

First, however, it was necessary to reduce the country ly-
ing immediately beyond the Hellespont, say between the
/gean and the Danube, between the Hellespont and the bor-
ders of Thessaly. This was done in the year 492 B.C. by a
great army and fleet under Mardonius. Itislikely enough, as
Herodotus declares, that he had intended to take his army
right on through Macedon and Thessaly to Athens. But the
campaign proved more difficult than was anticipated. Thrace
and Macedon with the island of Thasos were conquered.
Then the fleet met with disaster in a great storm off Mount
Athos. So Mardonius returned, having spied out the road
and paved it as far as the borders of Thessaly.

The expedition of Mardonius had perhaps convinced Darius
that the conquest of all Hellas was going to be a difficult and
slow business. At any rate, he resolved now on a direct blow
at the city that had defied his majesty — the cities, rather,
for Eretria, alittle town of Eubces, hadjoined Athensin ren-
dering aid to the lonians. Eretria he would destroy. Athens
he would punish and then deliver over to the tyrant Hippias,
who in his exile had taken refuge at the court of Susa

In 490 B.C. the Persian fleet, carrying an army sufficient, it
was thought, for the purpose, set sail and headed for Athens.
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On the way Eretria was destroyed and its inhabitants en-
daved. It has been suggested that the severity of the punish-
ment meted out to Eretria may have cooled the partisanship
of those in Athens who were intriguing for the restoration of
Hippias and had been planning the betrayal of the city to the
Persians. That there was such a party ssems unquestionable,
and it throws a sinister light on the unscrupulous party spirit
that was ultimately to be the main cause of the ruin of
Greece. But it is equally certain that the plot amounted to
nothing. And it may well be that the destruction of Eretria
had something to do with this. It was onething to desire the
return of Hippias, quite another to risk the blotting out of
Athens.

It must have been the expectation of aid from within the
city that led the Persian fleet to aim for thelittle coast plain
of Marathon, twenty-four milesfrom Athens, rather than di-
rectly for the Peiraaus or Phaleron. Herodotus tells us that
the Persians wished simply to remain within striking distance
until the glimmer of a shidd on a hilltop visible from M ar a-
thon should inform the invaders that all was ready. Cer-
tainly to Marathon they went, and all or most of the army
was disembarked to encamp and await the signal.

If the immediate danger was to Athens, all Greece was
really involved. So— but Herodotus tells it far better than
we can:

While the generals were yet in the city, they despatched

a herald to Sparta, one Pheidippides, an Athenian who was

a courier by professon. This man, then, as Pheidippides
himself reported to the Athenians, Pan* met near Mount
1 A groteque nature god, not one of the Olympians, worshiped every-

where on mountain-tops, in caves and in the woods His power of in-
spiring unreasoning (panic) terror made him a useful ally.
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Parthenion, above Tegea; and Pan, calling out the name of
Pheidippides, bade him ask the Athenians why they paid
no attention to him, who was well inclined to the Athe-
nians, and had often been useful to them, and would be so
hereafter. The Athenians, therefore, erected a temple to
Pan beneath the Acropolis, and in consequence of that
message they propitiate Pan with yearly sacrifices and a
torchrace. Pheidippidesarrivedin Spartaon thefollowing
day after his departure from the city of the Athenians, and
on coming into the presence of the magistrates, he said:
* Lacedaemonians, the Athenians entreat you to assist them,
and not to suffer the most ancient city among the Greeks
to fall into bondage to barbarians; for Eretria is already
reduced to slavery, and Greece is become weaker by the
loss of arenowned city.’” He accordingly delivered the mes-
sage according to hisinstructions, and they resolved indeed
to assist the Athenians; but it was out of their power to
do so immediately, as they were unwilling to violate the
law: forit wasthe ninth day of the current month; and they
said they could not march out on the ninth day, the moon's
circle not being full. They, therefore, waited for the full
moon.

But the Athenians could not wait. At the news of theland-
ing, an army of ten thousand men under the ten generas
(strategoi) and the polemarch (commander-in-chief) was
rushed over the hillsto apoint overlooking the plain of Mara-
thon. And here the plan of action was debated until the pro-
posal was adopted that made the name of Miltiades, the ablest
and most experienced of the ten generals, famous for all time.
The author of the plan was not nominally put in command,
but when his tactics were accepted he seems to have been
given by the council of war afree handin carrying them out.
They were apparently of the simplest kind — a quick and
desperate offensive at the first opportunity. Fortune helped
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the Athenians, no doubt. The Persians were waiting for the
signal, but it did not come, so after some days they decided to
delay no longer but break camp. It was when their embarka-
tion waswell under way, with its unavoidable confusion, the
invading force divided between the ships and shore, that they
suddenly had to face the unexpected onset of the Greeks. The
charge, on foot and at ‘double-quick,” was irresistible, and
theresult wasacompletevictory for Miltiades. So staggering
and disheartening wasthe blow that when thefleet, still carry-
ing the greater part of the Persian army, sailed round the
Cape of Sunium only to find that the force of Miltiades by a
rapid march had reached Athens and was ready to renew the
battle, the courage of the leaders failed them. They hesitated,
realized that they had been checkmated, and sailed back to
Asia. The victory of Marathon had saved Athens and per-
haps all Greece.

The day after the battle a Spartan army arrived, only to
find the victory won and the enemy in retreat. They viewed
the battlefield, strewn still with the dead, and returned home.
News of the great event spread rapidly through Greece, and
men looked with new eyes on the city, hithertowith no great
military reputation, that had dared almost alone to meet the
host of Persia. The achievement was no doubt exaggerated,
and thereisevery sign that Marathon becamein time almost a
myth; but even so the Athenians had every right to the pride
that swelled their bosoms. The victory was hardly decisive
in any ultimate sense, for the Persian attack was renewed with
far greater fury ten years later. But in so far as it saved
Athens and made possible the splendor of the next three gen-
erations, it was one of the notable landmarks of European
history and deserves its fame.
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Darius showed no inclination to accept the failure of the
expedition as final. He simply recognized that the punish-
ment of the Athenians was a more formidable task than he
had supposed. Evidently it would involve the full putting
forth of the empire's strength, and the crushing not merely of
Athens but of all the Greeks. To this end he proceeded to
bend his efforts. But he was delayed by the revolt of Egypt.
The suppression of the Egyptians was even more important
than the conquest of Greece, and before it was completed
the great king died. His son Xerxes succeeded to the throne
(485 B.C.) and to the carrying out of the two military enter-
prises that Darius had left him. The Egyptian revolt was
crushed in the following year, and there remained the in-
vasion and conquest of Greece. But distances were great;
the assembly and equipment of the army took time; and it
was only in the spring of 480 B.C. that all was ready.

In the meantime only one counter-preparation had taken
place in Greece — the building of a really great Athenian
navy. And this was due mainly to the genius of one man —
Themistocles. Hisrise to a prominent position in Athenian
politics may have begun even before Marathon. But the
first time that we can be sure of his rising power occurred
when in 484 B.C. a question arose in Athens as to the dis-
position of a large and unexpected increase in the city's
resources. One of the officers in charge of the state silver
mines at Laurion tried the experiment of sinking his shafts
to a deeper level than had been customary. At three hundred
feet he came upon ore far richer than any yet worked, and
the result was a notable upward leap in the revenues. It
was suggested by some that the new wealth be simply divided
among the citizens. But Themistocles suggested and carried
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the proposal that the money be spent in building two hundred
new ships for the navy. Whether or not he saw how the new
sea power would serve Athens and Greece in the near future,
we can only guess. But it is a practical certainty, no guess,
that as matters turned out his action quite determined the
question of victory or defeat.

Signs of the coming storm were already visible in the year
481 B.C. As in the year of Marathon, ambassadors were
sent to the Greek states— except Athens and Sparta—
demanding submission to Persia by the usual signs, earth
and water. Many yielded, some at once and some later on
when the immense size of the invading host became known.
But southern Greece remained fairly solid in its decision to
resist, while in the north, although Athens and her ally
Plateea were perhaps the only cities of which there was no
question, yet Bosotia was at least divided and Thessaly was
for the moment uncertain. Altogether agoodly proportion of
the Hellenes sent delegates to the Council that was formed
with headquarters at the Isthmus to heal all discords and to
ensure united action under the leadership of Sparta. Outlying
states like Syracuse, Corcyra, and the cities of Crete were
asked for aid. But Syracuse had to face impending invasion
from Carthage — perhaps a result of Persian diplomacy in
view of the blood tie between Xerxes' Phoenician subjects and
the Carthaginians— Corcyra preferred the safe course of
neutrality, and Crete was rendered timid by the pessimistic
utterances of the Delphic oracle. For though the oracle had
a change of heart later on, its first pronouncement at this
crisis was anything but encouraging.

Xerxes had reverted to the strategy adopted In 492 —a
march through Thrace and Macedon, down through Thessaly
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d so to Athens, a great fleet sailing along the coast and
eping in touch with the army. Herodotus gives twelve
ndred ships and a million and a half soldiers as the total
rsian force, but we need not take these figures too seri-
sly. Itwasevidently regarded as an immense and perhaps
esistible host, and the question of defense was naturally

acute one. Should resistance be made at Tempe, at
termopyleae or at the Isthmus? At first sight one would
Tempe, the best-known pass from the north into Thessaly,
d as a matter of fact a force was sent there. But it was
and that the position could be turned by way of other
sxs, and the army withdrew —its withdrawal involving
necessity the submission of Thessaly to Xerxes. To make

great defense at the Isthmus would be to abandon
hens and all northern Greece — a thing that Sparta and
e Peloponnesians might view with complacency, but
would hardly insist on. Indeed such a scheme could not be
ade effective, for Athens could not possibly consent except
a last resort to a plan that meant the loss of the city, and
r fleet was essential on that plan or any other to the block-
ing of the immense naval force of Persia. There remained,
en, the chance of checking the Persians at Thermopylae, and
isit was decided to try. At the same time preparations
are made to hold the Euripos, the channel between Euboea
d the mainland. It was obvious that a land and sea attack
1st be met by aland and sea defense. The fleet at Artemis-
ion wasthenatural complement to thearmy at Thermopylae.
Thermopylae, on the coast road from Thessaly and Malis
Locris, between Mount (Eta and the seg, is the inevitable
teway of Greece from the north. Except by sea no invader
uld win through to Phocis, Baeotia, Attica, and the Pelo-
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ponnese who did not enter by this pass. There are other roads,
indeed, but none passable by an army. For while (Eta is
not so high as some other ranges in Greece (from about 3000
to 6500 feet), it is peculiarly rugged, and even at its lowest
levels it may be crossed only by narrow and exhausting
mountain trails. Judging only by the map the range of
Othrys, the southern boundary of Thessaly, is as formidable
as (Eta. But Othrys may be crossed by several roads. Xerxes
used two of them, and had these been defended he could
have used still others. From Malis on, however, there is
only one highway available for an army of any size, that
which winds along the coast between (Eta and the sea. On
this road Thermopylae is the obvious point for defense.
Here the mountains leave a narrow road between the cliffs
and the Malian Gulf. In the fifth century B.C. the sa
evidently came up to the road, where there is now an im-
passable marsh.!

The puzzle is not that the allied Greeks should have
chosen to defend Thermopylae, but that they should have
sent to its defense so small an army. The Spartan king
Leonidas with a force of less than eight thousand men — in-
cluding only three hundred Spartan hoplites (heavy armed
infantry) —was sent to hold it against the Persian myriads,
while the greater part of the Peloponnesian army was held
at the Isthmus. If it was caution it was the kind of caution

! Herodotus, who apparently knew the spot from persona investiga-
tion, says that Persian soldiers were forced from the road into the sea
during the battle and drowned. And in the invasion of the Gauls a cen-
tury later, the Athenian ships came close enough to shore to aid in de-
fense of the pass. The Gauls had no fleet to hinder this. See Grundy,
The Great Persian War, by far the best book on the subject, a commen-
tary on Herodotus by a careful and critical scholar who went over the
ground himself.



THE WAR WITH PERSA 89

that was worse than rashness. Sparta's given reason — quite
probably her real reason — was that a religious feast was
being held. When it should be over, her whole army was to
march at once. But the swift movement of events paid
little regard to Sparta and her feasts. That Thermopylae
could have been held and the invasion checked seems almost
certain. Leonidas almost did it even with a handful of
Phocians, Boeotians, Locrians, and Peloponnesians, stiffened
by his little band of Spartans. Fighting in the narrow way,
where the superior number of the enemy was of no avail,
they held the pass for three days with but little loss. The
chances are that they could have held it indefinitely if they
had had even a few thousand more men.

As it was, they failed. Leonidas was aware of a road,
useless indeed as a highway for the whole invading army, but
quite available for a comparatively small force, by which his
position could be turned. Sure as he was that Xerxes would
not know of it, the Spartan king yet detached a thousand
Phocians to guard it. But a Greek of Malis, hoping for a
great reward, disclosed the road to the Persians. A capable
officer, Hydarnes, was sent with abody of picked troopsto at-
tack Leonidas in the rear. Even then, had the Phocians done
their duty, there was no great danger. But they were sur-
prised and swept aside after little or no resistance, and the
Persians passed on. Word was brought to Leonidas of their
approach, and just what happened then is doubtful. We
know that the Greek force was divided, and according to tra-
dition the greater portion of the army either withdrew or was
sent home by Leonidas. But Herodotus admits doubt as to
the real truth, and it has been suggested that this force was
really detached to hold Hydarnes back. This apparently
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could still have been done, and if so the battle was not yet
lost. But whether treachery was at work, or cowardice, or
mere misunderstanding, or whether something happened that
we cannot even guess at, Hydarnes reached the pass unre-
sisted. Leonidas was caught in a trap.

The Greek leader now had left perhaps two to three thou-
sand men, all told, counting the Helots and perioikoi that ac-
companied the three hundred Spartans,* seven hundred men
from Thespiee in Bomtia, and four hundred Thebans. They
had to choose between death and surrender, for victory had
become impossible. The Thebans took the first opportunity
to surrender. The remainder of the army fought to the death,
dashing themselves furiously against the oncoming host until
Hydarnes arrived and then taking their stand on ahillock un-
til all had perished. Their fameisindeed immortal; they had
done their part so nobly and valiantly that no shred of re-
sponsibility for failure can be attached to either Leonidas or
the men who died with him. But the inexcusable blunder
that placed an insufficient force at the one supremely impor-
tant point of defense, and the carelessness or cowardice of sub-
ordinate officers at a time when every man's full strength of
mind and arm was needed, had caused a catastrophe that al-
most spelled irremediable ruin for Greece.

In the meantime thefleet at Artemisium had doneits work
well. Had it not been there, or had it retired, Thermopylae
would have been, of course, untenable. The Persian fleet
could have simply landed aforce in the rear of Leonidas and
ended the resistance at once. To prevent this was the duty of

! The true Spartans were usually supported by light armed Helots
(sxf9 and by soldiers levied from the unfranchised population of the
territory ruled by Sparta, Lakonia, and Messenia, the perioikoi, dwellers
roundabout.
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the Greek ships, and prevent it they did. Poseidon indeed
helped them. Four hundred of the Persian ships are said to
have been caught in an unprotected anchorage and wrecked
by a violent storm.! A detachment of two hundred vessels
which was sent round to Eubcea to come up the straits and
catch the Greeks in a trap was completely destroyed by a sec-
ond storm. But the allies were still outnumbered, and
barely held their own in a pitched battle extending over parts
of three days. It is difficult for usto know, with our scanty
evidence, which side did the greater damage to the other; yet
it seems clear that the Greeks still held the entrance to the
straits when news came of the disaster of Thermopylae. Then
the Greek fleet returned from a position that was no longer
worth contesting.

The way south was now clear to the invader. At one point
resistance could have been offered — where the traversable
road narrows to a ribbon a few miles wide between Mount
Helicon and Lake Kopais in Boeotia. It was here that the
Greek patriots a hundred and fifty years later made their last
stand against Philip of Macedon. But the weight of Sparta's
reluctance to fight any longer north of the Isthmus was too
strong. Xerxeswas permitted a clear right of way. Boeotia
submitted, and thereafter Thebans fought in the Persian
army, not against it. A detachment was sent to Delphi to
seize the immense treasure there, but Apollo, it was said,
showered great rocks on the would-be profaners of his oracle,
and the enterprise failed.

Delphi had at first been of little support to the cause of

“But at length the Magi, having sacrificed victims and endeavored
to charm the winds by incantations and having offered sacrifices to
Thetis and the Nereids, laid the storm on the fourth day; or perhaps it
abated of itsown accord” (Herodotus, vil 193.)



92 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

Hellas. The usually well-informed group of priests that con-
trolled the oracle had been too deeply impressed by the might
of Persia and had practically advised non-resistance, bidding
the Athenians forsake their city and flee to the ends of
the earth. But the god, on a further appeal, repented his
faint-heartedness, and in a cautiously worded response had
advised the Athenians this time to trust to their wooden
walls.

This advice was taken. The non-combatants of Athens
were transferred to points of comparative safety at Agina. and
Troezen. A force remained to defend the Acropolis, appar-
ently, but the majority of the fighting men went on board the
ships. Athenswas soon in the hands of Xerxes. The city was
burned. The Acropolis was stormed and the temples were
given to the flames. Only a desperate hope remained to the
Athenians that they might retrieve the broken fortunes of
their country at sea

Tothisend Themistocles, their great leader, played with all
his genius a desperate move. The Greek fleet was in the bay
of Eleusis, between the island of Salamis and the mainland.
There were two narrow entrances, one on the side of Attica
and one at the Isthmus. If the battle were forced in one of
these straits, the inequality of numbers might be rectified, for
the Greek ships were at least as well manned and equipped as
their opponents, and might be trusted to hold their own pro-
vided they were not overwhelmed by the multitude of the
enemy. The danger was that the Persians might simply guard
the entrance to the bay, and, leaving the Greek fleet cooped
up there, make a landing on the Peloponnesian shore, carry
the war into southern Greece, and refuse to attack the strong
position of the Spartans on the Isthmus. The problem of
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Themistocles lay in making the Persianfleet fightin the place
that he had chosen.

He resorted to a daring ruse. He sent a message to Xerxes
over his own name, informing the king that the counsels
of the Greeks were divided, that they were considering (as
was very likely the case) an escape from their present
anchorage, and that if he intended to capture or destroy the
fleet he must attack at once. Such a move exposed the
Athenian leader to a charge of treason in case of failure;
only success could justify it; but he was probably right in
thinking that he was taking the one method by which
Athens could be redeemed and Greece saved. Even so, he
was barely able to avert the departure of the Peloponnesian
ships before his scheme was consummated, by the threat
that if the Athenians were now deserted they would depart
in a body and sail to found a new home in Italy. The loss
of two hundred ships could not be faced with complacency;
the threat at least delayed the impending division of the
fleet; and the council of war at which the matter was being
debated had perhaps hardly adjourned when the success of
the ruse made further discussion unavailing. For Xerxes
had taken the bait, and by nightfall of the day on which
he had received the message the straits were blocked and
the Persians were preparing to seize their prey on the
morrow.

The Greek leaders had been moved by a real difference of
opinion in a desperate situation, not by cowardice. As soon
as they heard of the movements of the enemy and realized
that battle was inevitable, all discussion ceased. When
morning dawned the Persian fleet, having blocked the western
strait, moved to the attack on the eastern side under the



94 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

eye of Xerxes himself. The battle was fought in a channel
less than a mile wide, compelling the Persians to shorten
their front line and meet the Greeks with an equal number
of ships.

The fight has been described by an eye-witness. The poet
Aschylus was himself serving on an Athenian ship, and in
his drama of The Persians he puts an account of the battle
into the mouth of a Persian. It is hardly worth while to
paraphrase his narrative when we may take his words as
they stand, or at any rate as nearly so as translation will
permit. The lines immediately preceding those quoted tell
how the Persians were patrolling the straits to prevent the
escape of the Greeks."

Night passed; yet never did the host of Hellenes
At any point attempt their stolen sally;

Until at length, when day with her white steeds
Forth shining held the whole world under sway,
First from the Hellenes with aloud clear cry
Song-like, a shout made music, and therewith
The echo of the rocky isle rang back

Shrill triumph; but the vast barbarian host
Shorn of their hope trembled; for not for flight
The Hellenes hymned their solemn pasan then —
Nay, rather as for battle with stout heart.

Then too the trumpet speaking fired our foes,
And with a sudden rush of carsin time

They smote the deep sea at that clarion cry;
And in a moment you might see them all.
Theright wing in due order well arrayed

First took the lead; then came the serried squadron
Swelling against us, and from many voices

! For thisextract | use J. A. Symonds's translation In his essay on
Athens, in Sketchesin I taly and Greece.
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One cry arose:’ Ho! Sons of Hellas, up!

Now free your fatherland, now free your sons,

Y our wives, the fanes of your ancestral gods,

Y our fathers' tombs! Now fight you for your all!"
Yea, and from our side brake an answering hum
Of Persian voices. Then, no more delay,

Ship after ship of biting brass

Struck stoutly....

At first the torrent of the Persian navy

Bore up: but when the multitude of ships

Were straitly jammed, and none could help another,
Huddling with brazen-mouthed beaks they clashed
And brake their serried banks of oars together;
Nor were the Hellenes slow or slack to muster
And pound in acircle. Then ship's hulks

Floated keel upwards, and the sea was covered

Wi th shipwreck multitudinous and with slaughter.
The shores and jutting reefs were full of corpses.
Inindiscriminate rout, with straining oar,

The whole barbarian navy turned and fled.

Then Xerxes groaned, seeing the gulf unclose
Of grief below him; for his throne was raised
High in the sight of all by the seashore.

Whether the disaster could have been retrieved or not is a
question. The king still had an army immensely superior
in number to the Greeks, and thefleet, while badly shattered,
was by no means destroyed. But the position of the invaders
was a serious one. The Greek fleet practically commanded
the sea. The huge army of Asiatics was far from home, in
a country whose food resources would soon be exhausted,
with aterrifying possibility that vigorous action on the part
of the Hellenes might at any moment cut off supplies from
overseas. Moreover, the further possibility had to be faced
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that the Greek fleet might cross the Aean and block the
return passage of the Persians at the Hellespont. At all
events, the bolt of Xerxes had been sped, and sped to no
purpose. He had destroyed Athens and subjugated northern
Greece. Without the aid of his fleet he could do no more,
and was face to face with the probable loss of all he had won,
even with possibleruin.

He decided to return to Persia, saving appearances by
leaving a powerful force in Greece under Mardonius. Thus
it might appear at home that he had achieved a conquest
and that Mardonius was remaining to complete and con-
solidate what the king had triumphantly begun. There was
even a chance that this might come true.

So the invaders withdrew from the wrecked city and
moved sullenly to the north. The remnants of the fleet
sailed for Asia. Mardonius and his army settled for the
winter in Thessaly. The king got safely through to Susa.
Of the rest of the mighty host some reached home after a
perilous march through hostile country, but the greater part
perished by starvation or at the hands of the wild tribesmen
of Thrace.

In the spring of 479 B.C. Mardonius moved south and again
occupied Athens, the Athenians retreating to their ships as
before. But this time the Greeks faced their enemy with a
new confidence born of their victory of the year before.
Sparta, for the first time during the war, at last took the
share that her military strength and prestige gave her allies
theright to expect. A force of fifty thousand men, including
heavy-armed Spartans and perioikoi and light-armed Helots,
marched north under Pausanias and were joined in Boeotia
by the other Peloponnesian contingents and by eight thou-
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sand Athenians. On the news of the gathering of the Greek
army, Mardonius left Athens and marched through the passes
of Mount Cithaaon to Boeotia. There, near Platas, the
matter was fought out. By a narrow margin the Greeks were
victorious, the valor, the discipline, and the heavy armor
of the Spartan hoplites deciding the issue. Mardonius fell
on the field, and when the remnant of the Persian army
began its long retreat to the Hellespont the war was over.
On the same day, according to tradition, the Greek fleet
won a crushing victory over the Persians at Cape Mycale
near Samos. Plateea had ensured the independence of the
Greek cities of the mainland. Mycale ended all hopes of
Persian domination over the Agean and its islands. And
the completeness of the turning of the tide was evident when
the victorious Hellenes proceeded to the attack and capture
of Sestos on the Hellespont. Greece was at last free from
the fear of Persia. She had met the attack of the most formid-
able power in the known world and had emerged triumphant
from the crisis.



CHAPTERV

How the Greek Mind Found Itself: The Sense for Form

WH EN the tide of Asiatic invasion was rolled back at
Marathon and again at Salamis and Platas, the
Greeks were fighting for their independence. So far they did
only as Thracians and Scythians had done before them and
as many peoples were to do after them. In such a struggle
we have ordinarily the comparatively casual and human in-
terest that comes from our sympathy with courage and our
vague belief that government, to be justified, should rest on
the consent of the governed. But our interest in Marathon
and Plateea has in it something deeper and more personal.
The safety of the Greeks was ours. It was of overwhelming
importance to future generations that Greek freedom should
be preserved. Greek life at the time of the Persian wars had
come to be something unique, pulsing with tremendous and
immortal power. The Hellenes were working out their own
answer to theriddle of existence, an answer so noble, so pro-
found, so many-sided and yet so luminously simple, that it
was to inaugurate a new era in human history, to give aim,
vitality, and meaning to what we call western civilization.
So before going on with the story of Athens through the
century of ambition and achievement that followed Salamis,
we must look back to see what had been going on outside
the absorbing realm of politics. Wehave already seenin the
epic poets signs of a Greek * attitude to life’ very different
from anythingvisible in Asiaor Egypt. We must now trace
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its development to fuller consciousness and its application
in the fields of athletics, lyric poetry, the drama, ethics,
religion, science, and art. Clear, conscious vision did not
come until the days of Sophocles and Praxiteles, of Plato and
Aristotle. But nevertheless one may see it growing clearer,
surer, more and more penetrating and radiant from the age
of Homer to that of Pindar and Aschylus.

Of the characteristics of the early Greeks as we have seen
them in Homer and Hesiod, four may be noted as equally
characteristic of the race in later ages, however forms might
change. One was the intense individualism that found ex-
pression alike in the outspoken fearlessness of Diomedes and
Achilles and in the restless curiosity of Odysseus, and was to
appear later on in the democracy of Athens and the bold
speculations of the philosophers. A second was delight in
physical excellence and in competitive exercises of strength
and skill. A third was love of beauty and capacity for artistic
expression, whether in gold or bronze, in lyric song or in
hexameters. And a fourth was moral, a striving— not very
successful, often grotesque, yet still evident and sometimes
wonderfully keen—to find a rational and permanent basis
for right conduct and to see in the gods Powers that on the
whole made for righteousness. Of these we have partly told
the story of the first already, and it will be illustrated further
in every succeeding chapter. It is time now to give specific
attention to the other three. Athletics, lyric poetry, and the
rise of the drama can be taken together to show the slow but
steady and unerring development of a sense for form which
is fundamental in the understanding both of Greek philoso-
phy and Greek art. Then we must trace the growth of a
higher and purer standard of morality, afiner and more ra-
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tional religion, a scientific movement that was both skeptical
and constructive, and the rapid flowering of an art that was
consistent with all of these.

No episode of the lliad is more famous or more significant
than the funeral of Patroclus. In no way could Achilles
better honor the shade of his friend than by a festival of
athletic sports. Not even in victorious battle did the heroes
show more intense pride and enthusiasm than in their con-
tests in wrestling, boxing, running, and throwing the discus.
And dancing was a fine art. Alcinous, the royal host of
Odysseus, was eager to show his guest the skill of the Phee
aciansin ‘divers games, that the stranger may tell his friends,
when home he returneth, how greatly we excel all menin box-
ing and wrestling and leaping and speed of foot,” and when
these games were followed by an exhibition of dancing Odys-
seus marveled in spirit and ‘spake unto Alcinous: "my lord
Alcinous, most notable among all the people, thou didst
boast thy dancers to be the best in the world, and lo, thy
words are fulfilled; | wonder as | look at them."

This enthusiasm for physical grace, strength, and skill is
no less characteristic of the Greeks of later time, from the
heroic age to the age of Plato and Aristotle. It wasto them a
passion, areligion. No people of whom we have record viewed !
physical excellence quite as the Greeks did. Asthe Moham-
medans based their chronology on the flight of the prophet,
the Christians on the birth of Christ, the Romans on the
founding of the city, so the Greeks came to date all events
from the first Olympic festival in 776 B.C!

! The games were held every four years, the four-year period making
an Olympiad. Thus Marathon was fought in the second year of the
seventy-first Olympiad and the last festival was in the first year of the
two hundred and ninety-third — A.D. 393 in our era.
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At first the only contest was the foot-race. In the eight-
eenth Olympiad (i.e., before the end of the eighth century)
this was supplemented by the Pentathlon —jumping, run-
ning, throwing the discus, casting thejavelin, and wrestling
—and a little later by boxing and the chariot race. The
whole festival was celebrated in honor of Zeus, and was pro-
tected by a sacred truce backed by the public opinion and
armed force of every Greek state from Asia Minor to Sicily.
Victory in an Olympic contest meant glory not only for the
successful athlete but for his city, and simple as was the im-
mediate reward — a wreath of wild olive— the honors ac-
corded were such as were given for no other achievement. A
triumphal entry into his city, a seat of honor in the theater,
the privilege of a statuein Olympia, and afame that lived in
his family and city — often indeed throughout Hellas— for
generations, were the prize of the victorious wrestler or run-
ner. And thiswas no exaltation of brute strength — the con-
tests requiring activity and skill were always valued beyond
those requiring only strength. It was bodily excellencein its
fullest sense that was honored and idealized in the great
games. Littlelessillustriousthan the Olympic festival were
the Pythian games at Delphi in honor of Apollo, the Nemean
near the Argive city of Cleonse in honor of Zeus, and the
games in honor of Poseidon held on the Isthmus of Corinth.
The same rules and ideals were attached to all, except that in
the Pythian, Nemean, and I sthmian games ther was amusi-
cal contest as well asthosein athletics.

A single incident of later days may perhaps illustrate
better than any extended discussion just what athletic ex-
cellence meant to the Greeks. During the fiercest period of
the Peloponnesian War, when capture by the enemy meant
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certain death, a Spartan ship was taken by the Athenians.
Among the captives was one Dorieus of Rhodes. Now
Dorieus was not only himself a famous athlete, but he was
the grandson of the Diagoras of Rhodes for whom Pindar had
written the seventh Olympian ode, the victor in the boxing
contest at Olympiain 464. The great ode had been written
in letters of gold and placed in the temple of Lindos, one
of the three great cities of Rhodes. Diagoras had won
victories, Pindar himself tells us, at the Isthmus, at Nemea,
at Athens, at Thebes, at Argos, at ZAgina, and at Megara
as well as at Olympia, and his name had been heralded
throughout Greece. Now, more than fifty years after the
triumphs of Diagoras, the captors of his grandson discovered
whom they had taken. At once they released him, treated
him with every mark of respect, and sent him back to his
city. All the passions of a desperate and merciless war yielded
to the magic of the name of one whom Athenians as well as
Spartans delighted to honor. In the field of athletics all
Hellenes were citizens of one city, and the sacred truce of
Olympia held good when all other laws, divine and human,
were trampled in the dust.! Strange to amodern, but signif-
icant if he wishes to understand the Greeks, is the eloguent
description of the supremely happy man in the tenth Pythian
ode of Pindar:

That man is happy and song-worthy by the skilled
who victorious by might of hand or vigor of foot achieves
the greatest prizes with daring and with strength; and
who in his lifetime sees his son, while yet a boy, crowned
happily with Pythian wreaths. The brazen heaven, it is
true, is inaccessible to him; but whatsoever joys we race
of mortals touch, he reaches to the farthest voyage.?

! See Myers's note on Olymp. vil in his Odes of Pindar.
2 Translation, J. A. Symonds, Greek Poets, 1, 357.
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The record of lyrical poetry is of necessity much more
subtle and complex than athletics. But its interpretation of
the Greek spirit is as fascinating and significant as it is
elusive. We have no Greek songs that we can be sure are
earlier than the beginning of the seventh century,! and it is
probably safe to say that lyric poetry did not begin to be
really significant until the great period of the epic had drawn
to a close. When it did make its appearance as a fine art it
leaped at once to a high level, and Homer himself hardly
meant more to an Athenian of the age of Plato than did
Archilochus and Simonides. More reflective, more analytic,
moreintrospective, interpretingwithinfinitely more subtlety,
delicacy, and range the passions, emotions, and aspirations
of the individual soul than could any purely narrative or
didactic poetry, the lyrics belonged to a different age and
responded to a different need. The long roll of Greek singers
begins with the names of Callinus and Archilochus, and ends
with that of Theocritus. The fragments that are left to us
reflect every emotion that could have meaning to a Greek
soul, and the lyrical record of passion and hope ceased only
when that soul had grown numb and cold under the dead
hand of an alien rule.

The student who approaches Greek lyrical poetry? with

¥ Archilochus flourished about 700 B.C., and Tyrteeus, Terpander, and
Alernan perhaps a little later. Sappho and Alceaus and Stesichorus be-
long to the late seventh century and early sixth. Simonides flourished
c. 566-467, Bacchylides c. 500-430, Theognis c. 570-490, and Pindar
. 522-443. Theocritus comes much later, c. 315 to c¢. 260, a great singer
flashing out unexpectedly long after the great creative age of his race
was over.

2 The standard collection of Greek Lyric Poetry is that of Bergk,
Poetoe Lyrici Grozi. The surviving melic poetry is given in Farnell,
Greek Lyric Poetry, and an excellent selection with English prose transla-
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the supposition that it can hardly bevery dissimilar from, say,
Englishlyrical poetry, since men's passions, joys, and Sorrows
are fundamentally human and universal, will meet with a
shock, and one that is profoundly significant. This is,
briefly, the discovery of what form meant to a Greek. He
finds first that he must make a radical distinction between
elegiac, iambic, and melic® poetry. Then he finds that a
complex further classification is necessary, complex but by
no means chaotic, springing from a conviction regarding the
rigid relation of subject to form to which it is not easy to
find a modern parallel. Greek lyric poetry, with all its
intensity of feeling, was essentially formal and occasional,
and it would have been a daring singer indeed who would
venture to apply to one occasion a form appropriate to
another. 'From Olympus down to the wandering minstrel
every rank and degree of the Greek community, divine or
human, had its own proper allotment of poetical celebration.
The gods had their hymns, nomes, pa3ans, dithyrambs; great
men their encomia and epinicia; the votaries of pleasure their
erotica and symposiaca; the mourner his threnodia and
elegies, the vine-dresser his epilenici; the herdsmen their
bucolica; even the beggar his eiresioni and chelidonisma.?

tion in Brooks, Greek Lyric Poets. The best critical, historical, and ap-
preciative accounts of the lyric poets will be found in Croiset, Hisioire
de la Litérature Grecque, II; Farnell, Greek Lyric Poetry (prefatory arti-
cles and introductions); Symonds, Greek Poets, |; and MacKail, Lectures
on Greek Poetry (for Sappho and Simonides). For convenience the quota-
tions here given are almost invariably from Brooks. As to Pindar the
best translation is Myers's; the best account of him is Croiset, La Poesie
de Pindare; and the best account in English is contained in R. C. Jebb,
Lectures and Essays.

! From the same root as our ‘ melody'; poetry made to be sung, not
declaimed or chanted.

2 Mure's History of Greek Literature, quoted by Farnell, Greek Lyric
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This implies no lack of spontaneity. It was simply the
result of a keen and sensitive ear and an inborn passion for
beautiful and appropriate form. Beauty without appro-
priateness was not beauty. One questions indeed whether
the two words are not ailmost synonymous as applied to
Greek poetry and art, expressions of the same essentia
quality viewed from two points of view. Any new device,
metrical or other, was legitimate and welcome if it made the
poetic form more flexible, more perfectly responsive to the
thought or play of emotions that it was designed to express,
but not otherwise.

Nothing is more curious and interesting to a modern in
such a history of music? as that given by Plutarch than the
fact that every name is associated with special forms. * Now
Thaletas, Xenodamus, and Xenocritus, and their scholars,
were poets that addicted themselves altogether to the mak-
ing of paeans, Polymnestuswas all for the Orthian or military
strain, and Sacadas for elegies. Others... affirm Xenodamus
to have been a maker of songs for dances (hyporchemes) and
not of paeans, and a tune of Xenodamus is preserved which
plainly appears to have been composed for a dance. Now
that a paean differs from a song made for a dance is manifest
from the poems of Pindar, who composed both'; and so on.
It was only when these innovations became extravagant and
fanciful that decline set in. 'Other innovations,” says Plu-

Poetry, p. 3. For the forms and meters of Greek poetry, see Schmidit,
Rhythmic and Metric of the Classical Languages, and Hardie, Lectureson
Classical Subjects.

! Concerning Music in Plutarch's Morals, |. Ed. Goodwin, Boston,
1883. The development of music and lyric poetry went hand in hand.
Lyric poetry was not made to be read or chanted, as epics or elegies
were, but to be sung with the accompaniment of a stringed instrument
or a flute.
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tarch, 'were also made by Alkman and Stesichorus, who
nevertheless receded not from the ancient forms. But Crexus,
Timotheus, and Philoxenus, and those poets of the same age,
growing more arrogant and studious of novelty, affected
those other manners now called Philanthropic and Thematic.
For now the fewness of strings and the plainness and majesty
of the old music are looked upon as absolutely out of date’
And he laments that 'our men of art, contemning its ancient
majesty, instead of that manly, grave, heaven-born music,
so acceptable to the gods, have brought into the theaters a
sort of effeminate musical tattling, mere sound without sub-
aeOewho might be inclined to question a custom requiring
the poet to have so severe a regard for form, who feds that
any restraint imposed on the divine passon of the singer is a
chaining of the eagle's wings, may be reminded of the range
and power of the modern sonnet. But a Greek would not
have found the question intelligible. The mere unrestrained
utterances of passon would have been to him hysteria, in-
toxication, unprofitable madness. The nearest approach to
this which he would have tolerated was the dithyramb, the
ong now stately, now wild, now solemn, now rapid and
frenzied, that was fittingly used in the worship of Dionysus.?

! plutarch, op. cit, pp. 112,114. Plutarch wasborn, it will be remem-
bered, somewhere about A.D. 50, and wrote these words accordingly
more than five hundred years after the age of Pindar and Simonides.
But hewasa Greek, full of a most appreciative sympathy with the great
past of his race, and this whole discourse is most instructive. Note the
criticism of destructive innovations which he quotes from Pherecrates
and Aristophanes, op. cit., pp. 124-25.

2 Though even the dithyramb, saysMdiller, 'was subject to the con-
straint of fixed laws, and all the separate parts are car efully incor porated
in the artfully constructed whole’ History of Greek Literature, chapter
xxx ad. fin. quoted with approval by Farnell, p. 664.
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Even we may realize the subtle but profoundly real con-
nection between law and art, the universal truth contained
in Bacon's remark that‘ nature may be commanded only by
being obeyed,” and may recognize that the most sublimely
inspired creations of Beethoven and Handel are no less
restrained by the laws of harmony than Cologne Cathedral
by the laws of architecture. The Greeks were no more and no
less dominated by law than supreme artists must always be.
They simply realized more consciously and more universally
than we usually do that while the more subtle and profound
the genius, the more subtle and profound will be the laws he
will discover and obey, yet the restraint, the obedience must
be no less absolute on the higher plane than the lower. And
withtheir innate hunger for clear, tangible, definite thinking,
they tried to classify their forms and laws. A poet might
choose to express himself in an elegy, a nome, an epinikion,
or what not, but he would no more try to write an elegy in
iambics than Handel would have composed the Hallelujah
Chorus in a mode suitable for a drinking song or a serenade.

One other characteristic of Greek lyric poetry must be
emphasized, a characteristic that pervades the whole body
of Greek song that is left us from Archilochus to Pindar —
its direct relation to life and conduct. There is little or
nothing that is contemplative or ecstatic. It is essentially
dynamic, often directly didactic, oftenreligiousin apractical
and moral sense. It is said that beside the statue of Apollo
in the temple of Delos stood the Graces, one carrying a lyre,
another a flute, another with a shepherd's pipe set to her lips.
There was a tradition that Athena herself taught Apollo
his skill on the pipe; and the singers of Greece had it ever in
remembrance that the divinities of light and wisdom pre-



108 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

sided over their art and gave them their inspiration. *The
more ancient Greeks,” says Plutarch, ‘employed their whole
musical skill in the worship of the gods and the education
of youth; at which time, there being no theaters erected,
music was yet confined within the walls of their temples, as
being that with which they worshipped the Supreme Deity
and sang the praises of virtuous men.” And though songs
come to one's mind that make one question the literal truth
of so strong a statement, it is not uninstructive that a cultured
Greek could make it. There are two sides to this peculiarly
religious, moral, and practical tone of the Greek lyrics—
the tendency to objectiveness, concreteness in subject-
matter, and the tendency to moral reflection. But both ten-
dencies illustrate the same fundamentally practical and
ethical habit of thinking, the insistence on reality, which was
inseparably associated in the Greek mind with the insistence
on appropriate forms.

A song is obviously neither a sermon nor a philosophical
treatise. Y et we who havein our own tongue the sonnets of
Wordsworth and Milton do not need to be told how frequently
the lyric emotion of the poet reflects a moral and religious
conviction. Of course the conviction may be only the fre-
quent one that all is vanity but pleasure, and this is by no
means unknown in Greek poetry. The Carpe diem of Horace,
Herrick's ‘*Gather ye rosebuds while ye may," Omar's philos-
ophy of the grape, is the message also of Alcaaus. * Itisnot
well to turn the mind to troubles, for we shall profit nothing,
O Bacchus, by grieving; but the best remedy is that we have
wine brought and make us drunk." But this was too easy
and superficial a solution of life's problems to really satisfy
the Hellenic spirit. Reflective minds who found themselves
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unable to solve the riddle of life were more apt to drift into
thefierce cynicism of Archilochus (‘No one when he has died
is held in honor and esteem among the citizens, but we turn
rather after the excellence of the living man.” 'One great
thing I know, torequitewith stern evils him who does evilly
to me),” the sad bitterness of Theognis® or Bacchylides (‘not
to have been born is best for mortals, and not to look upon
the light of the sun; and no one among men is happy al-
ways')," and the stately melancholy of Simonides (‘Littleis
the might of men, and bootless their cares, and in a brief life
there is trouble upon trouble. And death not to be escaped
hangs over all alike; for of that both the good and whoso-
ever is bad have won an equal share’ 'Never say, being
mortal, what comes to pass tomorrow, nor, when thou seest
a man happy, for how long he will be so; for swift is the transit
and not so swift isthat of the fly upon thewing").* Cynicism,
rebellion, philosophic but hopeless acquiescence are all more
characteristic of the Greek poets than the 'drink and forget’
attitude to life's evils.

Indeed anyone who conceives the Greek as sunny, care-
free, a lover of pleasure, would find himself singularly at a
loss among the singers of Hellas. The tendency to melancholy
isstrikingly present, and tendency tojoy isstrikingly lacking
all through. Even Anacreon in the midst of hisloves and his
banquets shudders at the coming of old age and the prospect
of death. 'Now are my temples gray and my head white, and

! Brooks, op. cit, p. 7.

2 The admirable translation in verse of the extant fragments of
Theognis by J. H. Frere is contained in Banks, The Works of Hesiod,

Callimachus, and Theognis, published in Bonn's Classical Library. See
also Symonds's chapter on the ' Gnomic Poets,” op. dt, I, p. 236.

® Brooks, p. 146. 4 Brooks, pp. 117, 120.
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gracious youth is no longer with me, and my teeth are old.
And along time of sweet life is no more left me; wherefore |
often sigh in fear of Tartarus. For terrible is the depth of
Hades, and grievous the descent toit; for it is fated for him
that has gone down to come not up again.’” Death is of all
things the worst, and its inevitableness hangs like a shadow
over the Greek mind. 'For to one dread gulf come all things,
both great virtues and wealth,” sang Simonides, and Sappho
adds with a sad certainty whose uncompromising directness
is peculiarly Greek, * Death is evil, the gods have so judged,
for if it were good they would have died.’* The logic is
hardly convincing, indeed, but the words are wonderfully
human in their rebellion, the bitterness of their protest against
the dread necessity that lies in wait for mortals.

Yet the lyric poetry of Greece is far from showing a
crushed spirit. Melancholy thereis, but neither collapse nor
surrender. Serenely the poets sang their songs on infinitely
varied themes, cheering men on, sometimes doubtless to the
pleasures of wine and revelry, but often to valor, loyalty,
magnanimity, and justice. Firm endurance of ills, the praise
of courage and of patriotic devotion, faith in the ultimate
justice of Zeus and thejustification of virtue — these are the
themes that inspire Archilochus, Bacchylides, and Simonides
to their finest songs, and give warmth to the wise verses of
Solon. Perhaps two quotations may be permitted, one early,

! Brooks, op. cit, p. 59. It is not easy to recondile with this the con-
cluson involved in Solon's tale of Cleobis and Biton (Herodotus, I, 31).
| sugget the problem without offering a sure solution, but Solon's
attitude certainly ssamsto imply a regection of the popular and Homeric
view of death which is contained in Odyssey, xI, and condemned in
Plato, Republic, 111, 386-87, and the substitution of a belief in death
as ardease, ared, or the even happier heaven of Pindar (Olymp. II).
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from Archilochus, one late, from Simonides, the contempo-
rary of Pindar and Aschylus. Archilochus first:

Endure, endure my soul, disquieted by griefs beyond
remedy, and setting thy breast against the foe, hold thy
ground, taking up thy stand firm and close amid the spears
of the enemy. If thou conquerest, exult not openly; if thou
art conguered, lie not down in thy house and mourn. But
rejoice in that which is meet for rejoicing, and grieve not
over much at calamities.

It is difficult to select from Simonides, but this will do as
well as any:

Thereis a story that once virtue dwelt upon the pathless
rocks, but that now she guards the holy places of the gods,
and meets not in visible presence the eyes of any mortals,
save him from whose utmost frame comes heart-grieving
sweat, and who reaches the topmost height of manhood.

It may be said then that lyric poetry, to the full extent
of its great power, exercised a twofold influence on the race
whose genius and aspirations it at once expressed and hel ped
to guide — an influence on the appreciation of form, and an
influence on reflection regarding conduct. Itsliving force as
an element in Greek life and education can hardly be over-
estimated. But its significance may be best appreciated after
all if weremember that this one record of genius and develop-
ment was not isolated. The message of one form of expression
is fully understood only if it is seen in its relation to others.
Taking all together we may see, underlying all the details
and phases of the evolution of the Greek attitude to life, a
steadily firmer grasp of one fundamental principle — that
freedom has rational meaning only when it is dominated by
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law.® How to maintain and expand the ancient Hellenic
traditions of freedom, and how to make freedom rational
by discovering the appropriate forms and laws that should
control its expression, were problems that lay behind every
phase and utterance of the Greek genius. Lyric poetry from
Archilochus to Pindar illustrates this with peculiar force and
instructiveness, no doubt. But the same principles, the
same aims, may be seen in any collection of Greek pottery,
in any statue or relief, in any temple.

Of the infinitely varied forms given to lyric poetry, one,
the dithyramb, a wild and passionate song used in the
festivals of Dionysus,? was the ancestor of the drama. At
some time in its evolution the dithyramb was made choral,
i.e.,, was sung by a chorus dressed to represent goat-footed
satyrs,® the traditional forest companions of Dionysus. And
Arion,* the musician who may have brought this about, is
said to have introduced spoken interludes, narrative verses
declaimed by the leader of the chorus. A generation later,
about the middle of the sixth century, afurther improvement

! Not law in the 'legal’ sense but in the sense of absolute, inevitable
rightness. Cf. Montesquieu's 'Laws are necessary relations springing
from the nature of things.” Form and law are closely related words.
Neither one means anything by itself. To say athing well does not make
sene unlessthe thing is worth saying, but if it isworth saying there is
only one way to really say it.

2 The god who presided over the vine and over the miraculous, life-
giving power of thingsthat grow, the god, sometimes joyous and some-
times fierce, whose worship aroused more unrestrained enthusiasm than
that of any other Greek divinity, and whom we are apt to regard with
disfavor as the god of drunkenness. See Walter Pater, Greek Sudies
and below, C. vr.

® Hence the word tragedy, literal ly goat song, from tragos, a goat.

4 The same Arion who, in one of the pleasant tales of Herodotus, was
once thrown into the sea by pirates and borne safely to shore on the
backs of dolphins who were charmed by his singing.
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was made. A reciter or actor (hypocrites) was introduced to
aid in the presentation of the plot; as if, for instance, some-
one were to declaim the story of the Creation, of the Messiah,
or of Judas Maccabaus in intervals between the choruses of
the oratorio. Theactor, by changing his costume and donning
different masks, could assume different characters and could
even carry on a dialogue with the chorus, giving the whole
rendering a life, a movement, a passion that a mere series of
anthems or choral odes could never attain.

This was the form of tragedy as Aschylus found it early
in the fifth century. In the space (orchestra) reserved for
it the chorus — divided by a central altar into two companies
—danced and chanted the dithyrambic ode. Before the
chorus, on araised stage, stood the actor to declaim his verses
in appropriate character — whether king, queen, herald, or
priest. Here then was the material for the making of the
drama. And Aschylus achieved the transformation by
adding a second actor. So that now with two actors and the
chorus there could be areal interplay of dialogue, a power-
ful instrument for the working out of a dramatic plot. It
was no longer necessary that this should concern itself with
Dionysus; from that convention the predecessorsof  AEschylus
had already broken away, just as they had ceased to repre-
sent the chorus as satyrs. But it was considered fitting that
the theme should be at least religious or heroic, and only
rarely did a dramatist venture on a plot in any sense secular.

The Athenian tragedy was thus more like a modern
oratorio or grand opera than a modern drama. It was almost
wholly a matter of dialogue, of stately song and of equally
stately dance. There was no rapid or strenuous action.
Indeed acting as we understand it was unknown on the Greek
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tragic stage, at any rate until Euripides. If struggle or death
were involved in the story, it was narrated by a messenger,
not presented directly. The masks and the high boots
(cothurni) worn to increase the actor's stature to heroic
proportions made facial expression and rapid movement
alike impossible. Moreover, the plot of the drama was in-
variably familiar to everyone, asfamiliar usually as the story
of Adam and Eve or of Noah is to us. So that the whole
attention of the audience was directed to the thought and
emotions, to the interpretation and reflection that the poet
offered, to the sorrow, the fears, the warnings, the troubled
broodings or the bursts of prophetic vision.

All of the extant dramas of Aschylus, with the exception
of The Persians, are concerned then with the exploits and
sufferings of gods and heroes. And -/schylus, like Sophocles
and Euripides a little later, makes his dramas living sermons
on the conduct of life, on the relation of gods to men, on the
great ethical and spiritual forces that are the life currents of
religion. His conscious purpose is didactic, ethical, and re-
ligious. 'What are the points,” asks Aschylus of Euripides
as they talk in Hades— ‘ What are the points for which a
noble poet obtains our praise? And Euripides answers, not
that the function of the poet is to give pleasure or to express
emotion or to weave words into beautiful form, but — 'For
his ready wit and his counsels sage, and because he trains
the citizens to be better townsmen and worthier men.' *

This gives us the clue that we must follow in the next
chapter. All of the forms of expression developed by the
Greeks from Archilochus to Zschylus were indeed exact,
precise, inexorably adapted to occasion and spirit. But they

Y In the Frogs of Aristophanes.
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were rigid only in that they were the most perfect way to
express what was to be expressed; what was to be expressed
was after all the dominant element in the situation. Form
for form's sake, art for art's sake, expresson without regard
to the value of the thing expressed, was meaningless. Beauty
and truth were correlative, complementary, practically the
same thing viewed from two angles, and as the Greeks
learned the value of perfect form they were learning also how
to search for the essential in life and in all the phenomena of
life.



CHAPTER VI

How the Greek Mind Found Itself: The Orphic Reformation

U NTIL sometime about the sixth century the Greeks
were artists rather than philosophers, creative rather
than critical, interested in doing things rather than in looking
for reasons. Not that they did everything well. Some quite
important things they did indifferently or very badly. But
in two directions they gaily followed impulses that were of
enormous consequence. Athletics and poetry were made
into fine arts, and in poetry especially the Hellenic quickness,
freedom, and directness of look were combined with a sense
for form that has never been equaled. There was reflection
too, but unanalyzed, unrationalized, and in a sense passive —
wonder not yet stirred to curiosity. It was only by slow
degrees that men here and there began to ask questions, to
compare and doubt, to consider why this and that happened,
why this was right and that wrong, and whether, by better
understanding, matters could be improved. They were still
restless, active, practical, and still took as much delight as
ever in games and songs and politics and the arts — more
slowly perfected than poetry — of building and sculpture.
But long before the rise of the drama and the odes of Simon-
ides and Pindar brought lyric poetry to its peak, the Greeks
developed an increasing sensitiveness to obscurities and in-
consistences and riddles— not as dark things to be wailed
about in dirges, but as things to be enquired into and cleared
up and reduced to order.

And thisgradually came to be the prevailing passion of the
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Greek mind. The same love of clearness and perfection that
animated their singers and athletes led them, when they be-
gan reasoning about it, to a conviction that to every mystery
there was a key, to every tangle a clue, to every enterprise an
essential thing to be done, to every confusion an arrangement
that would make it unconfused, to every problem of specula-
tion or action a rational procedure— techne, art— that
would eliminate the chance of error. It was along time before
this culminated in Aristotle and the Alexandrians and finally
destroyed itself. And the first signs of it did not appear in
critical analysis, but in akind of constructive dissatisfaction
with the Hesiodic explanation of how, why, and to what end
things occurred. That dissatisfaction issued in one of the
most momentous religious movements in the history of the
western world — the earliest effort to reject what was base-
less and futile and to find in religion at once a release from
despair and a rational technique of living.

It must be remembered that in the sixth century, even in
the fifth, the religion of Homer and Hesiod was still the
established religion of the Greeks. 1t was mixed with all sorts
of primitive survivals, full of contradictions, cruelties, and
absurdities; but these have never been serious obstacles to
faith, and while ethical standards changed with the progress
of social order, yet theology and the religious sanction of
morals must have altered very little in the mind of the aver-
age citizen or villager for century after century. The gods of
the fifth century were very much the gods of the ninth. Yet
there was some change, and not for the better, ascribing to
the gods a sort of peevishness, a watchful dislike of human
excellence.
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Take, for instance, such indications as are found in Herod-
otus, who was neither a theologian nor a philosopher, but
an intelligent, much traveled observer and chronicler of the
type of a modern war correspondent. His tales are often
nothing but entertaining anecdotes, it is true, but frequently
they are significant. ' Croesus,’ said his Solon to the wealthy
and powerful king of Lydia, ‘do you inquire of me concerning
human affairs — of me who knows that the divinity is jealous
and delights in confusion?’ ‘Do you see’ said the wise
Artabanus to Xerxes, 'how the deity strikes with his thunder
the tallest animals, and suffers them not to be ostentatious,
but the smaller animals do not at all offend him? Do you
se how he ever hurls his bolts against the loftiest buildings,
and trees of the like kind? For the deity is wont to cut off
anything that is too highly exalted— Thus even a large
army is often defeated by a small one, in such manner as
this: when the deity, through jealousy, strikes them with
terror or lightning, whereby they perishin a manner unworthy
of themselves; for the deity will not suffer anyone but him-
self to have high thoughts.’ So the unvarying good fortune
of Polycrates troubled his friend Amasis, 'knowing as | do
that the divinity is jealous... for |1 cannot remember that
| ever heard of any man, who, having been constantly suc-
cessful, did not at last utterly perish.” Croesus himself, made
wise through experience, warns Cyrus that 'there is a wheel
in human affairs which, constantly revolving, does not suffer
the same persons to be always successful." And as with the
speeches of Thucydides, the value of these reported sayings
does not depend on their accuracy. The point is that Herodo-
tus quotes them as wise.

! Herodotus, V11, 10.
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So in the fifth century the gods were still powerful, arbi-
trary, and jealous. The fundamental sin was still arrogance
hubris. The fundamental virtue was moderation, temper-
ance, ‘nothing too much.” The gods might or might not
punish other kinds of evil, but they would certainly punish
pride — a doctrine that flourished for agesinto the Christian
era, when Pride was to the Church the first of the seven
deadly sins. And all this no doubt held a profound truth.
But as applied by Herodotus it rested on the Hesiodic
theology, not at its best but at its worst. The thing to be
kept in mind about the gods was not their justice but their
jealousy. The Olympian religion had, in fact, come to the
point where it would have to be either reborn or replaced —
or both. It had ceased to be astimulusto fruitful thinking or
effective living. It was respectable, it was intertwined with
pleasant traditions and festivals, it gave countless patterns to
poets and sculptors and vase painters, there was undeniably
something immortal about it, but just as undeniably it |eft
the weightiest problems of life untouched. It was as unsatis-
factory to earnest minds — if we may make a questionable
parallel — as the conventions and rituals of the seventeenth
century Church were to George Fox and John Bunyan.

But an Athenian who heard Herodotus read his History at
Olympia and then went home to hear the tragedies of Aschy-
lus and Sophocles might well have said that the revival had
more than begun. In the Agamemnon and the Edipus Rex
even the least thoughtful must have felt the surge of a tre-
mendous moral vitality and passion. Something new and
transforming had occurred of which the epic poets had never
dreamed and of which Herodotus was apparently unaware,
as if the gods themselves had been rediscovered. And it was
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not a matter solely of the gods. However Aschylus himself
may have felt about it there were many in his Athens who
were troubled less about the justice of Zeus than about a sort
of hunger of soul, who were stirred by spiritual uneasiness
and impatiencewith thetraditional, the external, the formal.
And to this uneasiness there was a response. A new religion
was in the air, areligion of salvation, emotional, austere and
intense, with a new god and a new way of regarding the end
of life.

The new god was Dionysus or Bacchus. The new way of
life was ascribed to Orpheus, 'child of the Moon and the
Muses," and came to be known as Orphism. Both seem to
have come into the Greek lands from Thrace — though there
is no certainty about it — and there are stories that show
them as originally hostile.! But if so they were somehow
reconciled, and the result was a movement whose influence
may have been all the more penetrating because of its two-
fold appeal —with its Dionysiac frenzy and its strict dis-
cipline, its grotesque cosmogony and itsinsistence on purifica-
tion. Part of its current was indeed lost in magics and charla-
tanisms and ‘ the pleasurable amusements called Mysteries.’?
But with all its excesses, condemned so scornfully by Plato,
there was a saving element of regenerating power, power to
make men think of their souls and desire purity and hope for
immortality. How long Orphism preserved itsidentity, how
definitely Pythagoras and Socrates, Plato and Paul were
touched by it, how far its mysticism was peculiarly its own,

YA lost tragedy of /Eschylus, the Bassarai, told of the death of
Orpheus at the hands of Maenads sent against him by Dionysus. For
the legends of both Dionysus and Orpheus see Jane Harrison, Prolego-

mena, 456-62.
2 Republic, 364-65.
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itisimpossible to tell.! Even if we had more information it
would be like trying to define precisely the influence of Rous-
seau and Wesley on modern thought. But the main features
of the great wave of religious reconstruction that began with
the Orphic gospel and was carried on by the tragic poets and
the philosophers are clear and significant enough, even if we
have to remain unsure of origins and details. And for both
the good and ill in it the initial credit must go to Dionysus,
Liberator and Savior. Savior from what?

Dionysus, it will be remembered, was not originally an
Olympian deity and hardly appears in the epics at all. Some
points he had in common with the Homeric Olympians, cer-
tainly, but in some essential respects he and Demeter were
in a class by themselves, presiding over the tremendous and
mysterious processes of life, the growth of plant and fruit
from seed and the equally wonderful transformation of fruit
into the blood and bone and nerve of the living man. Of all
this never-ending miracle one phase was even more amazing
than the rest — the effect of the juice of the grape that we
call intoxication. Now Dionysuswas the wine-god, who made
men drunk. But having said this we must unsay it, for the
phenomenon of drunkenness has a repulsiveness to us that
obscures what is to more naive minds than ours the magic
of it. The magic of life's transformations was in fact the
central interest of the Dionysiac religion, and the element

1 Macchioro, From Orpheus to Paul and Cornford, From Religion to
Philosophy are surer of their facts and inferences than the present writer
finds possible. To Cornford Orpheus was a reformer of the Dionysiac
religion, Pythagoras areformer of Orphism, moving away from Dionysus
toward Apollo—whichisavery possible summing-up. AndMacchioro's
argument for the influence of Orphism on Paul is quite fascinating.
Speculation is often more suggestive than a too severe scrutiny of
evidence, after all.
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in it most alien to the modern mind before Goethe and Hegel
— tothe stholar theleast Hellenic, to theintelligent Christian
the least religious.

Drunkenness is, without doubt, the very antithesis of
reasonableness. Nevertheless we must remember that in
some of its manifestations intoxication is not unlike the
ecstasy that is characteristic of deeply felt religion in all ages
— a frenzy that in its emotional concentration ssems a kind
of strange intensifying of life. The worship of Dionysus did
retain_always a gross sde, just as wine does produce animal-
ism and fierce brutality as well as exhilaration and gaiety.
Indeed any kind of ecstasy, springing from motives however
admirable—religion, love, patriotism, social reform — has
its analogy to drunkenness, its possibilities of poison and
savagery, released as it is from the normal control that we
call sanity. But it has also possibilities of insight and driv-
ing power far beyond that of reasoned conviction. It is a
curious mixture that has puzzled many thoughtful minds.
And no matter how disgusting we find the intoxication of
wine, how suspicious we are of the intoxication that we call
religious or social or moral fanaticism, we do have to recog-
nize its astonishing power to break the apathy of habit. The
religion of Dionysus did not dethrone the Olympians, did
not abandon the old theology, but it did substitute a living
faith for a dead one. Its orgies and mysteries might repel a
sane mind, but they assuredly expressed a transforming joy,
a snee of unbounding freedom and power, that was utterly
foreign to the placid religion of Hesiod. It is no accident
that the Greek drama was inseparably associated with the
festivals of Dionysus.

Now the essential thing about that Bacchic transformation
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—and it is difficult to express it in our language because
every word we use is inaccurate — was that the worshipper
became the god himself. That is, if he were a true initiate;
* many are wand-bearers, but few are Bacchoi!” But all might
strive for and hope for the change which would deliver them
from their mortal prison and fulfil their divinity. And this
was the doctrine seized upon by Orpheus and made the key
of the Orphic gospel. The Stoics of later days were aso to
assert man's divinity, but the Stoic creed was a soberly rea-
soned one, the Orphic not reasoned at all. It had been 're-
vealed' that the dust of which we are made contains the god,
literally — asliterally aswater contains hydrogen or ore con-
tains gold. The fact that this was conveyed in the most fan-
tastic and incredible of myths had no bearing whatever on its
"'truth': mystic assurance does not examine evidence: and to
an Orphic convert it was as clear asit was intoxicating — not
that we are made in the image of God, not that we can become
like God, or one with God, but that we are gods. Man's soul
is not as Homer madeit, a breath and a shadow; it is divine,
itsimmortality not amockery but areality, agloriousreality
if we choose to make it so.

So what has to be achieved by every man is the liberation
of his true sdf, the god in him, from its prison of clay. Itisa
difficult matter, for the soul is smothered and defaced by the
defiling temptations and impurities of the body, by — as we
say — sin, sin being not crime but defilement. But if we do
realize our divinity by ridding ourselves of all that is earthly
wejoin the immortals, and this may be done by the help of
mystic rites, of fasting, self-denial and prayer. And—to
revert to the past tense, perhaps unnecessarily — the very
effort and hopewas ajoy. The Orphic-Dionysiac ecstasy was
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the ecstasy of deliverance, of escape from earth, of purifica-
tion accomplished. The initiate was of good cheer because he
had overcome the world. How far Orphism spiritualized the
doctrine of personal immortality is, of course, doubtful, but
in any case the growth of the idea was, asit were, an illustra-
tion of itself; born in a gross myth and nurtured by the god
of wine, it ultimately consoled the last hours of Socrates and
inspired the most beautiful pages in Plato's Dialogues.

‘The body is the prison of the soul'; 'The kingdom of
God is within you’; ‘Ye must be born again'; 'Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall sse God— all these sayings
could have been used by an Orphic teacher. The stress was
laid, not on moral law, but on purification, spiritual vision,
and an immortality of blessedness earned by escape from all
that is mortal. To say that it represented a revolt against
Hesiod is as true and as untrue as to say that the prophet
Amos represented a revolt against the Mosaic law. It was
certainly not so intended in either case. Butjust as certainly
it brought a radical change of emphasis, a transforming emo-
tion, the turning of a heterogeneous mass of quaint and fan-
tastic tales into a living force for understanding and living.

The history of Orphism is the history of an influence, the
influence of three dynamic ideas — the divinity of man, im-
mortality, and the necessity of purification —in this world
and in the continued life after death. Now to these, in the
fifth century, was added another doctrine that was not
Orphic but that rounded out what we have been calling the
religious reformation — the goodness of the gods, Fate practi-
cally identified with Zeus and conceived as just, not mono-
theism but very close toit. And herewe can turnwith relief
from fragments and traditions and inferences to Pindar and
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AEschylus, the odes of the one and the seven extant tragedies
of the other. They refer to the godsin almost every line, and
their gods have the same names as Homer's. In some respects
they are the same gods, but not quite the same — less com-
panionable, more mature, more terrible in their power and
their righteousness. They are almighty, all-seeing, inflexibly
just—no longer playful, passionate, easily deceived, and
quarrelsome. Tales of divine cruelty and weakness are
sternly put aside as untrue and irreverent. And if we except
— for a moment — the Prometheus Bound, almost every page
of AEschylus expresses the same conception of the power,
wisdom, and justice of Zeus.

Tireless and effortless, works forth its will the arm divine,
God from his holy seat, in calm of unarmed power
Brings forth the deed at its appointed hour.

Y et this high conception of the greatness and majesty of
the gods means more than reverence for beings who transcend
humanity. Man must bow in awe before them, but he is
himself —in his origin and possibilities— one of them. It
is not that the gods are human, but that men are in some
sense divine. And the gods are not always perfect, just as
men need not always be foolish. Gods and men to Pindar
are kin in more than theHomeric sense. * One race is there
of men, one race of gods; and from our mother (earth) we
both have our being, but in our powers are we wholly separate
for the race of men is nought; but the brazen heaven abides,
a dwelling-place steadfast forever. Y et withal we have some
likeness to the immortals.’?

! suppliant Maidens, transated by Morshead, p. 11. Cf. also Pindar,

Pyth. 11,49 s, Pyth. 111, 27, and Olymp. I, 65.
2Nem.VI, trandated by R. C. Jebb, Lectures and Essays, pp. 5-8.
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So Aschylus accepts the tale of the supplanting of Uranos
by Kronos and Kronos by Zeus, and draws from it the lesson
that wisdom and power grow through suffering with the
immortals as with men. Zeus himself is a tyrant in the
Prometheus Bound; yet knowing the outcome of the struggle
of will between the Titan and the Lord of Heaven we may
e the play as only the first act of the complete drama, a
drama that portrays the advance of both Prometheus and
Zeus to a higher wisdom, a more long-suffering patience and
moderation, an ultimate harmony in which justice takes the
place of tyranny.! Gods and men alike are subject to the
same laws. It is possible, indeed, that Aschylus might have
said as Abraham did, ‘ Shall not thejudge of all theworld do
right!” — but he would certainly have approved the sug-
gestion made two generations later by Socrates that a thing
is not right because it pleases the gods, but that it pleases the
gods because it is right.

A devout Christian of the fifth or fifteenth century might
have found this confusing. But to Aschylus there was no
paradox. Itwould not have occurred to any Greek that divi-
nity implies omnipotence and completeness — even existence
— from the beginning. The gods were not always perfect and
may not be perfect now. But they are the gods. We can
reach our best life only if we look to them for guidance and
inspiration. 'Things of a day — what are we and what not?
Manis adream of shadows. Nevertheless, when aglory from
God hath shined on them, a clear light abideth upon men,
and serene life.’

! S Myers's esssy on Aschylus in Abbott's Hellenica. It will be
remembered that the unit of tragic drama was the trilogy. The Pro-
metheus Bound was the first tragedy of the trilogy, the Prometheus
Unbound the last. The sscond and third plays are lost.
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There is nothing in all this actually opposed to the older
Greek tradition. Prudence, courage, reverence, justice, mercy
to the helpless and suppliant, and perhaps above all humility,
temperance, moderation, ‘ nothing too much’ — these are the
characteristics of the virtuous man to Pindar and Aschylus
asto all serious Greek thinkers since Hesiod. But they added
a dynamic urge that is difficult to express in any moral
formula. It istrue that the older poets had said that Zeus
punishes sin and rewards virtue; but it remained for these
spokesmen of what was in so many ways a new religion to
sweep asde the contradiction involved in the championship
of justice by an unjust God, the punishment of lawlessness
by a being himself lawless. Hardly even in the Hebrew
prophets is the righteousness of God and the certain punish-
ment of sin by ajust and all-seeing Deity asserted with more
earnest insstence than in the Agamemnon of Aschylus.
Moreover, Aschylus is equally sure that the sin of the father
is visited upon the children only because the children repeat
the sin, and that this— not a petty jealousy, a cruel whim,
or a blind Fate—is the secret of the curse that lay on the
houses of Pelops and L abdacus.

If this reminds us of Ezekiel,* there is a further analogy
between the Hebrew and the Aschylean points of view in
the doctrine that sin blinds the sinner, that if man inssts
on going astray the God who would willingly aid him for
good turnstempter and aids him for evil, that the Lord may
'harden Pharaoh's heart’ and in his anger move David to
number the host of Israel, that ‘when the fool to folly
hasteth God shall speed him to hisfall.’? Such a belief moved

L Cf. Ezekiel, chapter 18.
2 50 the ghogt of Darius {Persians, translated by Morshead, line 92):
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Plato a century later to deep displeasure, sure as he was that
God is the author of nothing but good. But it is a long ad-
vance on the ordinary Homeric point of view. It views God
as essentially just, the personification of law, rewarding folly
with blindness, sin with suffering, goodness with blessings.
And Aschylus ssesclearly that thisdoctrine of theunvarying
justice of Zeus overthrows the popular notion that God is
jealous of prosperity. If He casts down the mighty, it is
because of sin, not because He will ‘suffer none but himself
to have high thoughts.’

"Not bliss or wealth it is, but impious deed,
From which that aftergrowth of i1l doth rise;
Woe springs from wrong, the plant is like the seed —
While Right, in honor's house, does his own likeness
breed.'

Pindar, more clearly than Aschylus, certainly more clearly
than the Hebrew prophets, adds to his conviction that sin
is punished the equally firm conviction that purification
ultimately brings happiness. No other Greek poet, indeed,
has so clear and so beautiful a faith in a heaven for the
righteous. There is a long step from the eleventh book of
the Odyssey to the lIslands of the Blessed of the second
Olympian — one of the few clear signs in Pindar of Orphic
influence.

Those who have had the courage to be steadfast thrice
in this world, and thrice in the world of spirits, and to
keep their souls utterly from wrong, ascend by the path

*But if aking push forward to his fate the God himsdf allures to death
the man infatuate’ But se especially the sscond and third choruses
of the Agamemnon. There was no Greek Satan — only man's own
folly and 'God in his anger.’
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of Zeus to the tower of Kronos; there the breezes of Ocean
breathe around the Islands of the Blest; and flowers of
gold are bright, some on the fair trees of the land, and some
in the waters, with chains and wreathes whereof they twine
their hands, by the righteous decrees of Rhadamanthus.’*

All through the Odes the after-deathworldisasreal asthe
present world. In Homer the dwellersin Hades are ignorant
of all that passes on earth. Achilles asks Odysseus eagerly for
news of his son. Not soin Pindar. The dead watch over the
living and rejoice in their deeds? They are happy and are
really alive. To Pindar death is simply afact of life, not its
supreme horror. Superstition survived, indeed. The Greeks
continued to know their Homer better than they did their
Pindar. The Homeric theology and eschatology held their
place in many minds. But it is hardly fanciful to ssein the
Orphic movement supplemented and enlarged as it was by
Pindar and Aschylus, by Empedocles and Pythagoras, for
all the overemphasis of some of its devotees on ritual and
ecstasy, a preparing of the way for the spiritual religion and
lofty ethics of Socrates and Plato.

1 Olymp. Il, 68, s, translated by Jebb in Lectures and Essays, pp.
54-55. See also the preceding lines, ‘But the good, enjoying ever sun-
shine,’ etc. | take Jebb's translation of Pindar whenever | can, but
Paley and Myers are both good, and there is a beautiful rendering of
this particular passage in Symonds, Greek Poets, |, 360, with two
threnoi translated by Conington along the same line.

2 pyth. v, 95, 98-101; Olymp. vil 77-84; Olymp. xlv, 18 seq. Cf.
the appearance of the ghost of Darius in The Persians as wise as ever.
Y et one is puzzled to find that, while he knew nothing of the expedi-
tion of Xerxes and the disaster of Salamis, he is yet aware not only of
the army left in Greece under Mardonius, but of its camping place in
Boeotia, its coming destruction, and the present home-coming of the
king in rags. Zschylus had doubtless a quite excusably hazy idea as
tojust what knowledge could be expected in a shade. He was not, after
all, an Orphicinitiate.
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To sum up, then, Orphism preached a new conception of
the essentials of virtue, a discovery of a new meaning in the
religious sanction for right action. It stood for the assertion
of man asdivine and thereforeimmortal, of sin asall that de-
files and obscures that divinity, of the necessity of salvation.
When to thiswas added the passionate assertion of the justice
of the gods the reformers had given their message. Few, no
doubt, saw the logical consequences of the reaction of the new
religion on the old. Men are sdddom logical, and the accept-
ance of a new way of life does not easily cancel familiar and
sacred associations that are really inconsistent with it. But
it was bound to be ultimately seen that if Homer and Hesiod
were the Greek Bible, they were a Bible fast growing sdf-
contradictory and inadequate to a thoughtful mind. Aschy-
lus and Pindar, cling as they might to the forms and names
of the old faith, were pouring new wine into old bottles that
were fast cracking under the strain. Consciousy or uncon-
scioudly, they were steadily drifting away from the crude re-
ligion of the lliad’ the prudential and worldly ethics of the
Works and Days.!

And it must be remembered, using the terms of a later
age, that this Reformation was part of a Renaissance. A
new creed and a new ethic, even a noble one, has effects
mor e subtle and shattering than its apostles realize because
it is never a solitary phenomenon injected into an otherwise
unchanged society, but is bound to affect and be affected by
other disturbances. Moreover, the Orphic-Dionysiac move-
ment was not all noble. Its impact on many minds was

! Seg, for short accountsof Orphism, Burnet, Early Greek Philosophy;
Adam, Religious Teachersof Greece; Nilsson, History of Greek Religion;
Nock, Conversion; for a more detailed study, Jane Harrison, Pro-
legomenato the Study of Greek Religion; and Boulanger, Orphée.
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confusing and destructive. As with Protestantism, Evan-
gelicalism, Romanticism, Socialism, and many another wave
of passionate protest, it was at once liberating and disinte-
grating, even though in this case we can see the good more
clearly than the evil. And to its redeeming and dissolving
power must be added other elementsin the situation - the
pride and confidence of the victors of Marathon, the elimina-
tion of ancient commercial rivals and the consequent ex-
pansion of sea trade, the critical and logical training, the
free thought and speech, the alert, wide-eyed outlook of the
newborn Athenian democracy. All these working together
had brought the Greek mind face to face with questions that
poets and prophets could not answer. The mental eagerness,
the keenness and breadth of vision that had waxed greater
from Hesiod to Aschylus, from Archilochus to Pindar, was
ready for Thalesand Xenophanes, ailmost ready for thecriti-
cal philosophy of Socrates, Thucydides and Plato.



CHAPTER VI

How the Greek Mind Found Itsdf: The Birth of Philosophy

TH ERE is a type of mind to which the confusions and
mal adjustments of the world are a distress and a fear —
flight from them to some refuge of faith anecessity. Religion,
not wholly but quite largely, springs from this distress and
fear. With all its immense power for good and evil it tends
to demand certainty, to rest on authority, revelation, and
intuition, to find comfort in ritual, to combine its earnest
search for the unseen with a blind reliance on forms and
incantations. It is closely allied to poetry, to painting, to
some of the noblest motives of conduct and the richest
aspects of life— and it can be the enemy of all these. The
Greeks never knew it at either its best or its worst, partly
because the Greek mind always found authority repulsive,
partly because its mysticism was checked and balanced by
a curiosity that loved definiteness. Important as the Orphic
reformation was, its victory was never complete. Its story
should be written on one side of the page, and on the other
side one quite different.

For there is another type of mind to which no refuge is
needed because there is no distress, to which confusion is
not a horror but a fascination, a summons to investigation
and action. Milton's Satan and Goethe's Mephisto and
Luther's Devil are picturesque symbols of what the historian
knows as the scientific temper. Not that science is the enemy
of religion, but frequently it takes on the aspect of an enemy
because it is bound to be critical, and once scientific thinking
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awakes it begins to apply standards that few religious systems
can stand without a shock. For science, whether rational or
experimental or both, implies the persistent questioning of
creeds and forms, the combination of skepticism and search
for truth, of severe inquiry and impatience with tradition.
In our day we make a convenient — and perhaps obscuring —e
distinction between science and philosophy. In sixth-cen-
tury Greece there was no such distinction. We may call the
pioneer thinkers of lonia the first recorded European scien-
tists or the first recorded European philosophers, but by
either term we mean the same thing— men who made
reason and inquiry the test of truth rather than either
authoritativetraditionor mystical intuition.

The scientific movement that beganin Miletus early inthe
sixth century and that seems to have spread and taken root
in the Greek cities of Asia and South Italy long before it
reached Athens, is universally ascribed to Thales and his
associates, Anaximander and Anaximenes. All that we know
of Thales is contained in a few reported utterances that with
all their doubtful meaning are as significant in their way and
as potent in their results as Marathon and Salamis. They
are thus stated by Aristotle: (1) The earth floats on water;
(2) Water is the cause of all things; (3) All things are full of
gods. These, at first sight, would seem to be too cryptic to
have any value. But whatever we may say of the first and
third, the second alone would account for the honor paid to
Thales by his successors. They put aside his conclusion,
indeed, but the attitude of mindinvolved was never forgotten.
It was the first recorded effort to turn away from poets and
prophets on the one hand, from the superficial obviousness
of ‘common sense’ and popular belief on the other, to look
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directly and frankly at the world and ask dispassionately
the tremendous question of cause. Is there a reason for
things? Is there any real order in the universe? Is there any
controlling principle? If so, what isit?

How Thales reached his conclusion that water is the under-
lying basis of all things, the element or first principle of which
theinfinite variations of the visible world are only forms and
manifestations, we do not know. It was far from foolish, but
any hypothesis might have served the purpose equally well
as a tentative first proposition, and those who rejected it
nevertheless followed his lead as to aim and method. The
first principleisnot water, said Anaximander, but aninfinite
substance, the Boundless, containing all opposites, whose
conflict makestheworldaswehaveit. This, said Anaximenes,
is good but vague and inadequate: the first principleisreally
Air. “Just as our soul, being air, holds us together, so do
breath and air encompass the wholeworld’ — a view which
is preserved, like a fossil, in our word ‘spirit.’*

Before the sixth century was over, these first purely
physical inquiries (Physis, Nature — aword destined to have
a history and an influence of incalculable importance) were
broadened and vitalized by a direct and unflinching applica-
tion of the samekind of inquiry toreligion and ethics. Little
by little the scientific quest for the 'essential’ turned on the
old stories a searching light that they were unable to endure.
Perhaps the best illustration of the growing skepticism that

! The Latin equivalent of the Greek word pneuma, both words mean-
ing literally breath. We keep the literal meaning of pneuma in pneu-
matic and pneumonia, but spirit took and kept a metaphysical ssnse
only. An irreverent philologis might assert that the saying 'God is a
Spirit’ (pneuma in Greek, spiritusin Latin) is precisdy the doctrlne of
Anaximenes, but he would not mean it serioudly. ;
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was to reach its height in the age of Euripidesis to be found
in the fragments of Xenophanes of Colophon. Xenophanes
was by birth (about 570 B.C.) an Asiatic Greek, then by
exile a resident and traveler in Sicily and South Italy, an
apostle in both east and west of radical skepticism and reli-
gious reconstruction. Just what definite idea he had in his
statement that ‘there is one God’ is open to controversy.
Indeed, it is possible that he could not have defined his
statement himself any more than could many wise and devout
men since his day, and we might well attach to it another
illuminating remark ascribed to him: ‘ There never was or
will be aman who has a clear certainty astowhat | say about
the gods and about all things; for even if he does chance to
say what is right, yet he himself does not know that it is so.
But all are free to guess. These are guesses something like
the truth.’*

But however uncertain we may be about his actual notion
of God and the universe, his rejection of the Homeric theology
isuncompromising. One of the most famous and often quoted
passages in the whole literature of skepticism is contained in
three fragments (Fr. 5, 6, 6a) which may be considered as
one utterance: ‘' But mortals think that the gods are born as
they are, and have perception like theirs, and voice and form.
Yes, and if oxen or lions had hands, and could paint with
their hands and produce works of art as men do, horses
would paint the forms of the gods like horses, and oxen like
oxen. Each would represent them with bodies according to
the form of each. So the Ethiopians make their gods black

! Burnet, Early Greek Philosophy, far the best book on the subject
in English. Fuller. History of Greek Philosophy: Thales to Democritus,
is good too, and perhaps more readable than Burnet.
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and snub-nosed; the Thracians give theirs red hair and blue
eyes.” And his moral condemnation of the poets is just as
explicit: '"Homer and Hesiod have ascribed to the gods all
things that are a shame and disgrace among men.'

The effect of all this on its destructive and skeptical side
was no doubt as serious as it was unavoidable. Part of the
function of philosophy was—as it still is— critical and
negative. But Xenophanes himself was far from being a mere
skeptic. He tore down that he might rebuild, destroyed the
veil that he might see what it concealed. The final Greek
synthesis as to the nature of God and the laws of life did not
comeindeed until the time of Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoics,
all of whom were inspired and guided by the constructive
radicalism of Socrates. But the sixth-century pioneers, like
all Greek thinkers, were primarily the discoverers not of any
conclusion but of a method — the persistent, critical, skepti-
cal, and hopeful considering and reconsidering of things, the
trying and rejecting of hypotheses, the search for mental
clarity.

Socrates was to illustrate this most completely, no doubt,
and his greatest pupil hardly less so. Both inherited a tradi-
tion of method and search rather than of dogma. There
were, of course, doctrines. Once the passion for rational
exploration was stirred, it grew rapidly and issued in guesses
of all kinds, sometimes fantastic but all stimulating, and the
eager minds of the fifth century were willing to entertain
and discuss anything that seemed a happy thought toward
solution. There was even dogmatism of a kind, for a man
who finds a satisfying answer to ariddle is apt to be positive
about it and to be aggressive in its defense. But it was an
argumentative dogmatism, always open to modification as



THE BIRTH OF PHILOSOPHY 137

inquiry proceeded. Even within groups, like the lonians and
the Eleatics, there could be differences of opinion, and there
were no real heresies because there was no real orthodoxy.
New contributions were being made all the time. While
Socrates was still a young man, Anaxagoras brought the
Milesian tradition to Athens with brilliant and fruitful sug-
gestions of his own.> And there were at least three other men
whose bold adventures toward a constructive view of the
world influenced all who came after them — Heraclitus,
Parmenides, and Pythagoras.

It is frequently stated — quite warrantably too— that
Heraclitus believed the primal element to be not water or air
but fire. Such a statement by itself, however, might be
deceptive. Theword‘fire’ does not indicate athing so much
as a process, and a process of which the very essence is furious
motion. Steady and clearly defined as a flame may look, it
is yet the perfection of never-ceasing change. Now this was
exactly what the central fact of the universe was to Hera-
clitus— solidity in change, being through becoming, onein
many, harmony in eternal differentiation. So as he looked at
theworld and tried tofind some principle that would makeit
intelligible, he decided that this universal fluidity pointed to
only one conclusion, that the one fundamental truth is ex-
pressed in the word ‘becoming.” 'All things flow.” Change
is the order of the universe. No sooner do we say a thing
than it has changed to something else. Aswe utter the words
'‘Thisis' you must add 'This no longer is.” No statement
can be made, that is to say, which must not at once be denied.
Logically, of course, this leads to the conclusion that all
knowledge is vain. Yet such a negative proposition was

! Plato, Apology.
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necessary before the next step was possible, and in the mean-
time the suggegtion that the world was a process rather than
simply an established fact was of permanent value.

Parmenides agreed that the change and deceptiveness of
the phenomenal world does indeed prove its unreality. But
he did not stop there. Thevery effort to know truth implies
that truth exists, but it isevidently not a matter of the senses
Behind all the world of sensation — of which Parmenides
accepts the doctrine that no statement can be made and
which he therefore puts asde as a profitless field of contem-
plation—there is an eternal and fundamental world of
Being, one and indivisible, which always is and never
changes. 'The One remains, the Many change and pass.
And yet this conception, immensely fruitful asit ultimately
proved to be, was so far as ineffectual as the doctrine of
Heraclitus, for once Parmenides asserted absolute Being he
had reached theend. It wasfaith without evidence and with-
out relation to life. Of this One, unchanging Existence he
could make no statement whatever. He asserted Unity,
Permanence, and there he stopped, for between the falsity
and unreality of theworld around us and the absolute Being
there was apparently no connection. One was real, the other
unreal, and that was all.

Now one step toward some understanding of this absolute
Being was made by Anaxagoras. The controlling element in
man himself is his mind. By analogy, then, the absolute
Being must be Mind (Nous), 'the subtlest of all things and
the purest, having knowledge of all things and power over
all things. And Mind st in order all things that were to be
and were, and all things that are not and that are, and this
revolution in which now revolve the stars and the sun and
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the moon and the air and the agher that are separated off.’
Thisis, of course, pure speculation, like the teaching for which
he was compelled to leave Athens— that the sun is a red-
hot ball — or his assertion of other inhabited worlds, or his
curious theory that the world is an infinite mass of ’'seeds’
each containing a portion of all things. And it is true that
Anaxagoras was unable to develop his own theory. Mind
to him was the Power that set the world going, watched its
restless change, fertilized its seeds and was the essence of
life, but once that is said thereis again a dead stop. By itsdlf,
as Socrates was to point out, it gets one nowhere. And yet
it is the nearest the Greek mind had yet come to the concep-
tion involved in the word cosmos, order. It was no small
thing to propose as an hypothesis the idea of the universe as
an orderly whole, created, vitalized, and controlled by
infinite Intelligence. But like the doctrines of Heraclitus
and Parmenides, the theory of Anaxagoras was not much
more than a brilliant guess, significant in its courage and its
implications, but vague and suggesting no way of going
ahead to further and more explicit inquiry or application.

All of these doctrines were, in fact, shots in the dark.
And yet Thales and his successors were the founders of
European science. Their theories about the world were as
speculative as anything in the Hesiodic or Orphic theology.
They would not have understood in the least a modern
scientist's interest in observed fact, for observed facts would
have been of no use to them whatever. Their greatness was
in their discontent with myths that had ceased to explain
things and in the tentative drawing of a plan whose details
were to befilled in by those who came after them.

The plan was the use of imaginative intelligence instead of
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inherited stories. It proceeded by guesses because there was
no other way to proceed. Like the Orphic belief in an earned
immortality, the Tightness of each guess could be tested only
by itsilluminating and explaining value, not by demonstra-
tion. But a guess at least implies the recognition of a pro-
blem, and intelligent guessing is to this day an indispensable
tool in thinking— dignified by the name of postulate or hy-
pothesis. Held too earnestly, hypothesis no doubt becomes
faith and thereby to the scientific mind kills itself; i.e., it may
be accepted so absolutely that to question it causes pain and
rage as an intolerable blasphemy. Nevertheless, to the scien-
tific thinker faith itself rests on a guess, an hypothesis, and
whether the problems it tries to meet are metaphysical or
physical, it must justify itself by results and submit to
modification if a more satisfactory hypothesis appears.

The ‘guesses of Orphism were designed to meet and inter-
pret moral and spiritual phenomena. Those of Thales and
Anaximander physical phenomena. Those of their successors
all phenomena, physical or metaphysical, mental and social.
But whether held passionately or tentatively, whether ex-
pressed in proverbs or songs or tragedies or creeds or temples,
they were an effort to reconsider a difficult and disorderly
world in order to make it more livable. Prophets and scien-
tists alike, each in his own way, were trying to sse in myth
and morals, stars and society, air and water, the origin and
purpose of things, explanations that would make sense and
bring the peace of reasonableness. It was not power over
nature they were after, but understanding. They were
driven by insatiable curiosity, not for new facts: that, for
the most part, did not occur to them: but for relationships.
Even in their philosophy they were artists, hunting for the
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primal simplicities, the elements, the integrating ideas that
lay behind life's complexities. Any suggestion was welcome
that made for clearness.

Perhaps the most brilliant and most interesting of the
pre-Socratic philosophers was the Italian Greek Pythagoras.
In some respects he reminds one of Spinoza. He evidently
had a gift for organization and leadership and leadership
that the great Jew did not possess; but they were alike in
their belief that reason and religion were not only reconcilable
but necessary to each other. In Pythagoras and his followers
the inquiring intelligence of the lonians and the Eleatics was
fused with the ascetic earnestness of the Orphics. To them
the soul might by effort and sacrifice free itself and attain
unionwith God, not only by fasting, by ritual, and by prayer,
but by the contemplation of universal truth. Now it oc-
curred to Pythagoras that at least one set of truths could be
found in the world and considered absolute, no matter how
unstable the actual things of sense might be, viz., the truths
of mathematics. When we assert the basal principles of
number we have something that does not change, a real
revelation of the immutable and the divine, and so far as
the universe may beintelligible at all it must be approached,
thought Pythagoras, from this one sure starting-point. Such
a suggestion is curiously alien to Hebrew and Christian
thought; and yet thelove of abstractions and universals is a
form of intellectual asceticism; mathematics and mysticism
are perhaps natural allies. Andif we admit the idea of appre-
hending God through a study of His laws, a devout philoso-
pher might find it reasonable to add that the laws most con-
vincingly divine are those farthest removed from the chang-
ing and material facts of sensation. At any rate, Pythagoras
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was at once an ascetic, a mystic, and arationalist. And his
mathematics led him to music, his asceticism to transmigra-
tion. To him the music of the spheres was not a basdess
fancy, but a perfectly rational form of the world's harmony.
And if one life must be too short for purification, why not a
series of lives?

In so brief a summary must we tell the story — of more
consequence to the world than the wars of a thousand years —
of how these men and their co-workers delivered the mind of
Hellas from blind tradition. The greatness of their labor and
courage we can only dimly see aswe try to face the same ques-
tions and realize how little we have added to their answers.
It is true that those answers had not yet been fused into a
synthesis that could have, as a doctrinal system, permanent
solidity. But solidity in the sense of exactness and finality
isthe least significant test of spiritual value. What isnotable
in all of the suggestions from Thales to Pythagoras is, once
more, the persistent effort to sse more clearly, to think
through the tangle of life to some kind of Cosmos, to escape
from confusing detail and get at some ruling principle. The
philosophers were applying to the universe, that is to say,
the same test that artists and scientists applied to each
particular phenomenon or problem. It is true that their
results were crude. But many of the crudest generalizations
of Heraclitus and Anaxagoras are no more crude than the
similar efforts of present-day theologians. The mere fact of
crudeness is, in fact, of no more conseguence in itself than
the broken outlines of a statue in the making. What mat-
tered was the mental effort, the patient question, the forward
movement, the belief that if they tried they could find the
reasons for things and make life more rational and fruitful.
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The quest was a difficult one. But its driving forces were
tireless curiosity and unswerving faith.

Nevertheless, when we say that between the first Olympiad
(776 B.C.) and the triumphant close of the Persian wars the
Greek mind* founditself,” the expression is open to question.
Ifit means 'found theroad that was to lead to the Parthenon,
to Sophocles and to Plato and to a thousand years of primacy
in arts and letters,” it is probably true enough, and with the
finding of the road the rise of a magnificent self-confidence
that was like a new birth. If it means an assured vision and
final attainment, it is, of course, not true. Perfection of
artistic form, the drive of conscious purpose and intelligent
search, must not be thought of as either universal or con-
sistent. There was no doubt as large a percentage of stupidity
inany Greek city, evenin Athens, asin London or in Boston;
the Hellenes were consistent only in their art, not at all in
their behavior at large; and the most gifted of them had their
blind spots.

But however we temper our estimate of it the first quarter
of the fifth century was one of History's great moments. The
age of Elizabeth is perhaps the best modern parallel, but not
the only one. In greater or less degree it often happens that
when avigorous stimulus occurs at theright crisis the devel op-
ing genius of a people— as of an individual — takes on an
accelerated pace, moves more rapidly to fruition, and finds
new forms of expression that come with the exhilarating
effect of surprises. It was so with the unexpected grandeur
and power of /Eschylus. And it was so a little later with
sculpture. In the great year 480 — the year of Salamis —
there seemed no limit to what was possible, and the very
confidence of the victorious Athenians, if it confused their
perspective, intensified their power.
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Yet even in the glorious years after the Persian war, a
Greek prophet might have looked anxiously at three terribly
weak spots in his people's record. One affected the very
roots of social health — the leaving of industry to slaves and
the consequent ignoring both of economic problems and the
application of science to the needs of daily life. A Greek
would have had his answer to this; Aristotle did answer it,
so far as he could, with his defense of slavery in the Politics;
and he would have said that our criticism comes from an
over-stress of our own and our blindness to the failure of
both democracy and machine industrialism. But we might
admit our failure and still reiterate our criticism. A second
weakness, from our point of view, was an almost total lack
of altruism, magnanimity, generosity —whatever we like
to call it—a sort of arrogant and unconscious selfishness
that was ignored by Greek moralists from first to last, an
unsuspected flaw in an ethical system otherwise so noble.
And athird was the failure of the too impatient, too stormy
and restless Greek temper to apply to government the prin-
ciple of sophrosune, self-control, a principle stated by poets
and philosophers so clearly, applied to the arts so admirably,
forgotten in politics so constantly.

Thislast, theinability of the Greeks to govern themselves,
the political weakness that was the most direct cause of final
ruin, Plato and Aristotle saw as clearly as we do— but in
the fourth century, not the fifth. Their diagnosis and sugges-
tions toward cure were not quite ours and were fruitless
enough, but they saw the disease and the certainty of the out-
come. Both of them lived after Athens had reached the peak
of her greatness and had fallen. And it is the story of that
rise and fall, so splendid and so tragic, that we must now tell.



CHAPTER VIII

The Rise and Fall of the Athenian Empire

TECHNICALLY Sparta had been the leader of the
Greeks in repelling the Persian invasion. Actually the
glory of the victory belonged chiefly to Athens. The Athen-
ians, aided only by a small force contributed by the little
city of Plataes, had borne the whole brunt of the battle of
Marathon. And in the equally decisive sea fight of Salamis
the part played by Sparta was insignificant, while the
Athenian contingent of ships was incomparably the largest
sent by any of the allied cities. Sparta had sacrificed a king
at Thermopylae and had done her share manfully at Platsea.
But all Hellas knew that it was due mainly to Athensthat the
Persians had not conquered Greece.

Thefirst definite sign of the attitude of the Greeks outside
of the two cities concerned occurred during the operations
of the allies at the Hellespont. It was vitally necessary that
the capture of Sestos should be followed up by measures that
would ensure for the future a safe passage between the
Agean and Euxine. The coastline of the Hellespont and the
Bosphorus and the northern part of Asia Minor had to be
cleared of Persian soldiers, the strategic points taken and
held. And in this the sloth of the Spartans, the insolence and
treachery of their |leader Pausanius — the victor of Plateea —
formed a painful contrast to the vigor of the Athenians, the
honesty and courtesy of the Athenian general Aristides.
Finally the allied Greeks took the matter into their own
hands and resolved to accept the leadership of Athens. By
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her own negligence and inability to use the great opportunity,
Sparta, in spite of her undoubted military pre-eminence, had
lost the headship of the idands and cities outside of the
Peloponnesus.

And now was formed the famous union of the gtates that
became the bass of an Athenian empire. |ts prime purpose
was to rid Greece of the Persian danger and to prevent its
recurrence. Athens was its acknowledged leader, and its
member ship included nearly all of the island cities and those
of the Thracian and Asiatic coasts, with a few from the
mainland. It was a league of sea-powers, and the contribution
of each member was reckoned in terms of ships. But many
were too small to contribute more than part of the expense
of a single ship, so that a money bass had to be devised and
justly apportioned — a difficult task that was satisfactorily
performed by Aristides, an Athenian of the best type, as
universally respected for his integrity as Themistocles for
his statecraft. The headquarters of the League, with the
treasury, was fixed at the sacred island of Delos — the tra-
ditional birthplace of Apallo.

The Confederacy of Delos succeeded in its purpose. Its
ships swept the Agean from end to end, and the Phoenician
sailors of Persia were driven from the Greek seas At the
battle of the Eurymedon (468 B.C.), Cimon, son of Miltiades,
commander of the forces of the Confederacy, met and
shattered the Persian fleet and army once more, winning for
the Greeks the control of southern Asia Minor. But in the
midst of triumphs there were sgns of future trouble. The
arms of the Confederacy were turned not only against the
Persians but against Greek states that were unwilling to
join the League and against two states — Naxos and Thasos
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— who wished to secede. And it was inevitable that such
proceedings should be viewed by some as sgns of Athenian
arrogance.

The Confederacy was indeed becoming an empire. The
transfer of the treasury from Delos to Athensin 454 B.C. was
only the most evident outward sign of that which everyone
knew to be a fact, that the allies of Athens were really her
subjects. It is easy enough to see how this came about.
Many of the members of the League had from the beginning
contributed money instead of ships. And as the snse of
safety grew stronger and as the ships and men were needed
for trade, more and more citieswere eager to make an arrange-
ment on a commutation basis. Athens was willing enough,
willing even to make favorable terms, for it meant that she
built, manned, and commanded the ships purchased. Unity
of control meant both increased economy and increased
efficiency. 1t might also mean something more sinister. That
the fleet of the Confederacy should become an Athenian
fleet was a serious menace to city independence. But if this
was so the allies had themsdves to thank for it. Athens was
doing and doing well the work for which the League had been
organized, and she might naturally claim the reward that
was the result of her own enterprise, her own energetic and
capable management, and the dackness of the confeder ates.

At the same time it became gradually more evident that
as the necessty which had created the Confederacy became
less pressing, the allies were growing less and lesswilling to
submit to its bonds. Municipal patriotism was too firmly
ingrained in the Greek character to permit of a free and
permanent union, and the domination of one city —even
though it might be the result of their own negligence and



148 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

selfishness — was a thing to be endured by the others more
or less sulkily. The leader whom they had eagerly welcomed
in time of danger they came to hate as she herself ensured
their safety. Greece was passing through the first test of her
power to achieve permanent unity since the days of Agamem-
non. The signs all pointed to failure— a failure whose fault
lay as much in the arrogance of Athens, in her blindness to
the possibility of any union other than one under her control,
as to the petty sdfishness of her allies. And outside the
League, watching sullenly and nursing her jealousy of the
great sea-power that had supplanted her, stood Sparta.

We say ‘sea-power’ advisedly. On land the fighting
strength of Athens was indeed far from negligible, and in one
branch of the art of war — the attack on fortified places —
she was recognized as the superior of Sparta herself. But on
the sea she was without a rival. "Of the two divisions of the
world accessible to man, the land and the sea, there is one of
which you are absolute masters, and have, or may have, the
dominion to any extent you please. Neither the Great King
[of Persia] nor any nation on earth can hinder a navy like
yours from penetrating whithersoever you choose to sail.’
So Pericles could address the Athenians a year after the
Peloponnesian War had begun. And the city's trade had
increased with her sea-power. The expulsion of the Phoe
nicians from the Agean which had been one result of the
victory over Persia had given Athens an opportunity of
which she hastened to take advantage. Her ships carried
goods to Sicily, Carthage, and Etruria. Colonies were
established under Athenian influence in South Italy, in
Thrace, at Lemnos, and on the shores of the Euxine, as
outposts of power and commerce.
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The great period of the Confederacy and its evolution into
an Athenian empire extended over, say, half a century (480-
430 B.C.). And it was during these years of growing power
and transcendent glory that Athens became the intrllectual
and artistic center of Greece. Thecity'sfast-growingwealth,
aided no doubt by the money of the Confederacy, or rather
the surplus that economic and efficient management led
Athens to consider her own, made possible the building of
walls and temples and the adornment of the Acropolis on an
unprecedented scale.  Under the brilliant administration of
Pericles, re-elected as strategos year after year from 461 B.C.
until his death in 430, not only did Athens dominate lands
and seass from Thrace to Cyprus, but she became the most
beautiful city of the Greek world. Ictinus and Mnesicles
built and Pheidias and Polygnotus adorned the Parthenon,
the Propylas, the Theseum, and the little temple of Nike
Apteros— the Wingless Victory. The theater of Dionysus
on the southeast slope of the Acropolis was made worthy of
the masterpieces of Aschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides.
Sophists and students, poets and artists, drifted to Athens
asto anintellectual center. And theglory of thewonder-city
attained a dazzling radiance that seemed fadeless, that in-
deed has never since been equaled.

Nor was it greatly dimmed by the agony of war or by
military disaster. Politically, the golden age of Athens can-
not be said to have lasted more than the fifty years from the
formation of the Confederacy of Delos to thewar with Sparta.
But the period of amazing fruitfulness in literature, art, and
thought that we really have in mind when we speak of the
‘golden age’ extended far beyond the war that ended Athens
political greatness. Perhaps we might safely say that it is
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applicable to the whole time between the production of the
tragedies of Aschylus (about 490-456 B.C.) and the death of
Plato (357 B.C.). The Erechtheum was built during the war.
Sophocles, Euripides, and Aristophanes were all writing
twenty years and more after the death of Pericles. Socrates
survived thewar fiveyearsand X enophon and Plato far longer.
The turn of the century saw no decline in art, and a modern
lover of beauty may rank fourth-century sculptors like Prax-
iteles and Skopas with Pheidias himself. The exact defini-
tion of aperiod of spiritual fruitfulnessisindeed seldom im-
portant. Certainly the bright glow of a people's genius is
rarely to be dated by the aid of battles and revolutions.
And it is worth while to remind ourselves of this before
turning to the gloomy story of the Peloponnesian War.
Apart from considerations of mere jealousy there was no
apparent reason for any collision between Athens and Sparta.
Sparta was a military state; her influence was confined to
the mainland of the Peloponnesus, and her sea-power and
commercial interests were almost nil. The empireand wealth
of Athens, on the other hand, were wholly based on her ships
and merchants. But there were two elements in the situa-
tion that spelled grave danger. One lay in the intense party
feeling that cleft in twain practically every city in Greece,
the division between democrats and oligarchs. It was like
the conflict of the Guelfs and Ghibellines in thirteenth-
century Italy. The common modern hostility — tempera-
mental as well as political and economic — between liberals
and radicals and conservatives gives us but a faint and color-
lessimpression of it, for it was passionate and implacable to a
degree that we, fortunately for ourselves, find it hard to
understand. Now Athens was democratic; Sparta oligarchic.
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Athenian influence in any city meant the predominance of
one party; Spartan, of the other. And the second danger
lay in the Peloponnesian city of Corinth, an ally of Sparta,
the second maritime and commercial state of Greece, the
mother city of the great Sicilian colony of Syracuse, and abit-
ter rival of Athens in the western trade.

The causes of a great war are seldom simple, unless we re-
gard civicand party hatred, national prejudicesand ambitions,
commercia rivalry, dislike of customs and methods other
than our own, political distrust, a narrow inability to se
things from an alien point of view, and atoo easily awakened
passion as simple things. The immediate occasion of the
Peloponnesian War was a quarrel between Corinth and her
colony Corcyrainwhich Athensrendered aid to Corcyra, fol-
lowed by the revolt against Athens of thelittle town of Poti-
dsm. Corinth, not daring to act alone, appealed for help to
Sparta, accusing Athens of imperial ambitions. But when
Sparta and Athens issued mutual ultimatums and prepared
for war, it was quite evident that the cause was not the affair
of Corcyra or that of Potideea, but the fundamental distrust,
jealousy, and dislike between two powerful, ambitious, and
fundamentally unlike peoples.

Thucydides, whose history of the war has made its details
famous quite out of proportion to their inherent importance,
has preserved in a speech of the Corinthian envoys to Sparta
an instructive contrast between the rival cities:

Y ou have considered, 0 Lacedaamonians, what manner
of men are these Athenians with whom you will have to

! Thucydides, I, 70. How much of this spesch was really uttered by
a Corinthian and how much is really the voice of Thucydides himsdf we
have no meansof knowing. For our purposssit doesnot greatly matter.



152 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

fight, and how utterly unlike yourselves. They are revo-
lutionary, equally quick in the conception and in the
execution of every new plan; while you are conservative —
careful only to keep what you have, originating nothing....
They are bold beyond their strength; they run risks which
prudence would condemn; and in the midst of misfortune
they are full of hope. Whereas it is your nature, though
strong, to act feebly; when your plans are most prudent,
to distrust them; and when calamities come upon you, to
think that you will never be delivered from them. They
are impetuous, and you are dilatory; they are aways
abroad, and you are always at home.... When an enter-
prise succeeds, they have gained a mere installment of
what is to come; but if they fail, they at once conceive
new hopes and so fill up the void. With them alone to
hope is to have, for they lose not a moment in the execu-
tion of an idea__ To do their duty is their only holiday,
and they deem the quiet of inaction to be as disagreeable
as the most tiresome business. If a man should say of
them, in aword, that they were born neither to have peace
themselves nor to allow peace to other men, he would
simply speak the truth.

Such is one picture of the Athenians in contrast to their
enemies. We may now add another, aso from Thucydides —
contained in his report of the funeral oration delivered by
Pericles over the graves of the first Athenians who perished
in the war.!

It is true that we are called a democracy, for the admin-
istration is in the hands of the many and not the few.
But while the law secures equal justice to all alike in their
private disputes, the claim of excellence is also recognized;
and when a citizen is in any way distinguished, he is pre-

! Thucydides, 11, 37-41.
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ferred to the public service, not as a matter of privilege but
as a matter of merit. Neither is poverty a bar, but a man
may benefit his country whatever be the obscurity of his
condition.

Our military training is in many respects superior to
that of our adversaries. Our city is thrown open to the
world, and we never expel aforeigner or prevent him from
seeing or learning anything of which the secret if revealed
to an enemy might profit him. Werely not upon manage-
ment or trickery, but upon our own hearts and hands. And
in the matter of education, whereas they from early youth
are always undergoing laborious exercises which are to
make them brave, we live at ease, and yet are equally
ready to face the perils which they face.

If then we prefer to meet danger with a light heart but
without laborious training, and with a courage which is
gained by habit and not enforced by law, arewe not greatly
the gainers?... For we are lovers of the beautiful, yet
simple in our tastes, and we cultivate the mind without
loss of manliness. Wealth we employ, not for talk and
ostentation, but when there is areal use for it. To avow
poverty with us is no disgrace; the true disgrace is in
doing nothing to avoidit.

To sum up: | say that Athens is the school of Hellas,
and that the individual Athenian in his own person seems
to have the power of adapting himself to the most varied
forms of action with the utmost versatility and grace.
This is no passing and idle word, but truth and fact; and
the assertion is verified by the position to which these
qualities have raised the state. For in the hour of trial
Athens alone among her contemporaries is superior to the
report of her. No enemy who comes against her is indig-
nant at the reverses which he sustains at the hands of
such a city; no subject complains that his masters are
unworthy of him. And we shall assuredly not be without
witnesses; there are mighty monuments of our power
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whichwill make us thewonder of this and of the succeeding
ages. For we have compelled every land and every sea
to open a path for our valor, and have everywhere planted
memorials of our friendship and of our enmity.

That both Pericles and Thucydides were Athenians, and
that their picture may accordingly be viewed as one-sided, is
of course true. But the funeral oration of Pericles— which
should really be read as a whole — shows, quite apart from
any patriotic prejudice, the things valued by a popular Athe-
nian statesman, the ideal of liberty, toleration, love of beauty,
free mental activity, far-flung power based on merit, that
Athens strove to realize. The ideals set forth by a statesman
or an historian in addressing his own people may show bias
and he may be blind to the degree of their non-realization.
His enthusiasm may lead him to see dreams as facts, the best
as the normal. But no man boasts of that which he and his
hearers do not value. We may discount the boast, yet in show-
ing us aims, motives, springs of action, it is apt to be essen-
tially truthful. Pericles and Thucydides saw their city with
the eyes of faith, no doubt. Y et we, of an alien race, of afar
distant country, look back over twenty-three centuries and
hesitate to say that the faith was not justified.

One doubt does indeed lurk in our minds as we read our
Thucydides. Take, for example, the funeral speech of Pericles
from which we have already quoted. In that speech he exalts
many noble things, but the one thing he omitsiswhat we call
righteousness. The moral earnestness, the keen ethical vision,
the lofty standards of AEschylus, of Sophocles, or of Socrates
may open to question the contrast so often made between He-
braism and Hellenism in respect of right conduct. Yet this
prophetic emphasis on righteousness, so stern and insistent in
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Aschylus, we sadly miss in Thucydides. And if he was the
relentlessly open-eyed interpreter of his age that he seems to
be, then the Athenian, in his political life, was singularly and
shamelessly unmoral.

The Melian dialogue of the fifth book is perhaps the best
illustration of this, butitisparalleled by the defense of Athe-
nian imperialism offered at Sparta by an Athenian ambassa-
dor: * Our empire was offered to us; can youwonder that, act-
ing as human nature always will, we accepted it and refused
to giveit up again, constrained by three all-powerful motives,
ambition, fear, interest? We are not the first who aspired to
rule; the world has ever held that the weaker must be kept
down by the stronger.’* So Diodotus, in arguing for alenient
treatment of the conquered Mitylenians, puts aside contemp-
tuously the question of justice. 'The question for us, rightly
considered, is not, what are their crimes? but what is for our in-
terest? '? And nothing in literature is more callous and in-
telligently brutal than the Athenian argument in the confer-
ence with the people of Melos. 'Y ou and we should say what
wereally think, and aim only at what is possible, for we both
alike know that into the discussion of human affairs the ques-
tion of justice enters only where the pressure of necessity is
equal, and that the powerful exact what they can, and the
weak grant what they must.”> All of which has a sinister
sound, and must not be forgotten as we do honor to
Athens.

The ideals of the Spartans we have already seen. Sparta
was a military state. Her virtues were those of a soldier
people, virtues by no means to be despised, firm courage, will-

! Thucydides, I, 76. 2 Thucydides, 111, 4.
® Thucydides, v, 85-111.
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ing sacrifice to the public cause, simplicity of life, contempt
for luxuries and frivolities, organized skill, aptitude for dis-
cipline, and a certain grave and deliberate prudence. They
arethe Puritan virtues, and unhappily, admirable as they are,
they were associated among the Spartans as among the Puri-
tanswith ahard narrowness, an attitude of suspicion and con-
temptuous disapproval toward all outsiders, even toward the
virtues of outsiders, virtues not their own. In respect of
political morality there was perhaps little to choose between
thetwo cities. Butin loftiness of aim, in breadth of range, in
ideals of life, Athens was incomparably the superior. Athens
might have outgrown her arrogance. The defects of Sparta
were part of her very texture.

The war between Athens and Sparta known as the Pelopon-
nesian War lasted twenty-seven years, from 431 to 404 B.C.
For the first ten years it would have been difficult for an on-
looker to sse which city had the advantage. Both won victo-
ries and both suffered defeats, the victories never decisive,
the defeats never irreparable. Spartawas still invincible, or
nearly so, on land and Athens at sea.
| Then Athens, in 415 B.C,, resolved on a bold stroke. She
sent a powerful expeditionary force against Syracuse, the
great Sicilian colony of Corinth, asif to conquer Greece by as-
serting her supremacy over Greater Greece. No Greek city
had ever equipped a force so potent, so splendid, and so fa-
mous. It seemed indeed an invincible armada, and Athens
sent it forth with an enthusiasm that was almost intoxication,
asif the surevictory over Syracusewas to be the beginning of
glory and power beyond the dream of Pericles. It was, no
doubt, a strategic mistake in any case, but it was made a ca-
tastrophe by the evil fortune that pursued it at every step,
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The only one of its three leaders who might perhaps have car-
ried it to success, Alcibiades, was recalled on a charge of im-
piety and took refuge in Sparta; the ablest and most experi-
enced of the remaining generals was killed early in the siege;
illluckjoinedforceswith unwiseleadership; disaster followed
disaster, and at last army and fleet gave up thought first of
success, then of escape. Of the whole force not a man re-
turned to Athens except, it is said, the few who could recite
to the Syracusans some lines of Euripides.

The defeat at Syracuse was the beginning of the end. The
prestige of Athens had received a sore blow, and her allies be-
gan to drop away from her. Y et theimperial city, torn as she
was by factions, menaced on land by a strong Spartan army
in Attica and at sea by a navy — financed by Persian gold —
now as formidable as her own, made so magnificent an effort
to avert disaster that twice Sparta offered terms of peace that
would have left the Athenian empire shorn only of the coast
cities of AsiaMinor. Her pride refused to allow her to accept
such a treaty, and the recovery of the forts controlling the
Bosphorus followed by a great naval victory (406 B.C.) near
the islands of Arginusae south of Lesbos, seemed to leave the
issue of the war still in doubt. But the rise of a great Spartan
admiral, Lysander, settled the matter and settled it quickly.
In the summer of the year 405, Lysander, by a skillful ruse,
caught the Athenian fleet at hopeless disadvantage at Agos-
potami in the Hellespont. Of one hundred and eighty ships
only twenty escaped, and of these only twelve dared to bring
the terrible news to Athens.

Y1t is this tradition that is used by Browning in Balauslion's Ad-
venture, wher e Balaustion savesher companions livesby rendering and
interpreting to the Syracusans the Alceslis of Euripides.



158 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

‘On that night not a man slept.” * Athens, her sea-power
destroyed at a blow, expected an immediate attack. But Ly-
sander took his time. He confirmed his victory by ensuring
the submission of the cities of the Hellespont and the Thracian
coast, and then with an overwhelming fleet entered the Sa-
ronic Gulf, occupied Agina., and blockaded Athens. Thecity,
her pride broken at last, sought to make peace on the humil-
iating condition that the Athenian Empire be wholly re-
linquished and Athens herself become an ally of Sparta. But
even this was rejected by Lysander. And early in the year
404 B.C. the Peloponnesian War was closed by unconditional
surrender and the tearing down of the long walls that con-
nected the city with the Peiraeus.

It was avictory of efficient militarism over democracy. To
say thisis, indeed, to state only part of the truth. Again and
again Sparta made blunders that might have spelled ruin;
again and again Athens achieved brilliant successes which
might have meant complete victory. But on the whole the
Peloponnesian forces were better organized, better led, less
hampered by the hot-headed impulsiveness of politicians and
easily swayed voters at home.

The free individualism which was Athens’ glory was, after
all, her ruin. The hasty condemnation and execution of the
victorious generals of Arginusee because of their failure to
rescue the crews of some of their wrecked ships was only the
most notorious instance of the utter inability of the Athe-
nians to realize that even arighteous indignation should be
tempered by a wise patience, that the voice of the people may
be anything but the voice of God. The noble self-restraint,

! Xenophon, Hellenica— the narrative of a contemporary and our
main source of information for the later years of the war.
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the sophrosune, which the artists and poets had found to be a
fundamental condition of ordered freedom, was never really
well learned by the voters. Intellectual and keen in less
troublous times, but in crises easily moved by anger or panic,
prone to act on impulse, swayed thisway and that by oratory,
they illustrate all of the dangers of an unchecked democracy
acting through an all-powerful assembly of the citizens. The
more stolid, less passionate, more single-minded and better-
disciplined Spartans, aided by the blind jealousy of the cities
who had felt their independence threatened by Athens, won
the victory because qualities that are good, but not at all
essential, in peace, qualities that were indeed rather de-
spised by the Athenians, are pre-eminently important in
war.

Y et notwithstanding the grave faults of the Athenians, faults
which stand out clearly in the pages of Thucydides and
Xenophon as alesson to all free peoples, the victory of Sparta
was a victory of the less over the greater. It is true that
Athens had not fully learned her own lessons. But on the
whole she was moving along the right lines even though, as
always, her political leaders and agitators lagged behind; and
when her defeat and humiliation paid the penalty for her mis-
takes, her fall was the fall of the greatest of the Greek cities,
greatest in spite of her ill-curbed passions, her impatience of
restraint. She fell at the hands of a city to which the world
owes nothing but the memory and example of two virtues —
self-effacing patriotism, narrow and unfruitful but still ad-
mirable in its way and within its limits, and a dignified and
austere simplicity that is akin to the Stoicism of later days.
Add to these the remembrance of Sparta's long maintained
military efficiency — barren to theworld except for Platsea —
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and the great Dorian city's message to us is complete. To
compare Athens with Sparta is like comparing Shekespeare
or Tolstoy with adrill sergeant. Spartas victory and its re-
sult is a supreme example of the absurdity of war as a test of

value.



CHAPTERIX

The Intellectual Revolution in Athens

OJR last chapter ended on a note of tragedy and loss.
The fall of the Athenian Empire seemed to portend
something more than the failure of a too ambitious city — as
if military and political disaster might be the outward and
visible sign of a spiritual ailment deep-seated and perhaps in-
curable. Or if not an ailment then a transformation, which
may or may not mean the same thing. Is such a suspicion
just? Andifitis, then what was the matter?

Itisalmost inevitablethat we should think of the Athens of
Pericles as representing the peak of Hellenic civilization. In
some respects it was so, no doubt. Nevertheless, the figure
of speech is a little misleading. It obscures the fact that the
actual Athens from Salamis to the Peloponnesian War was
not a place of lofty, untouched serenity, but a place of turbu-
lence and doubt, the peak of our metaphor capped with
thunder-clouds and menaced by earthquakes. Or to put it
plainly, the city, during its years of greatest splendor, was
passing through the first stages of an intellectual and moral
revolution.

Indeed it was that splendor of wealth, freedom, and exuber-
ant consciousness of power that made an intellectual revolu-
tion inevitable and to some extent determined its character.
But it is as futile to estimate it solely in the light of its politi-
cal and economic causes as it would be with Lear or Hamlet.
Its course and outcome were as simple, as subtle, as fateful
as the course of a tragic drama. If the issue was calamitous,
it was not so much through any evident and positive weak-
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ness as through an excellence over-stressed, through the
Hellenic passion for clearness, withits love of reducing form-
lessness to form, its impatience of imperfection and intoler-
ance of mistakes. The change was going on during the eighty
years after Salamis. |t centered in the exaltation of criticism
over creation, intelligence over imagination, analysis over
'theartist'sdream,’ reflection over initiative, victoriouslogic
over adventurous generalization. More and more, to the
best minds not of Athens only but of all Hellas, living came to
be a complex of problems to be solved by thinking.

Even in Sophocles there were signs of this advance of 'rea-
son.' In Euripides, the Sophists, and Socrates it became ex-
plicit. And in the long run its very explicitness killed it. As
life became at once more rational and more complex, it be-
came more sensitive to the contrast between fact and hope,
between the orderliness of thought and the chaos of reality,
so that human griefs became more conscious and indignant;
while at the same time the search for clearness led to a
sort of mental short-sightedness, an inability to see any
but near things." So intelligence brought its nemesis. But
all this took along time to work out, and in Plato and Aris-
totle and the sages of Alexandria the intellectual revolution
was to go far towardjustifying itself. Asin all revolutions
there was grave loss, but no one will deny that there was
compensation, no matter how we may differ in our estimate
of it.

\

Sophocles was a boy when Salamis was fought. He grew to

maturity in the Athens of the Delian Confederacy and the

! Compare the change in sculpture from the untroubled gods of the
Parthenon to the tangle and terror of the Laocotn.
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Empire. He did not live to see the fall of his city, but died in
the year of Arginusae two years before the destruction of the
longwalls. Atfirstsightit might seem vain to look to Sopho-
cles for information about his own time. Seven of his works
survive, but all seven are concerned with heroes who are as
far removed from him in time and circumstance as Parsifal
from Wagner or King Arthur from Tennyson.® Y et what has
been said about the historical value of Homer is far more de-
finitely applicable to Sophocles, partly because we know ex-
actly when and where he lived and so can place him in his en-
vironment, and partly because his medium made it impossible
for him to escape into the heroic past as completely as
Homer did. He was a practical dramatist, and a popular one.
His tragedies won prizes at the Dionysiac festivals and were
acclaimed by thousands. No matter how remote from or-
dinary life convention required his heroes and plots to be, the
odes and episodes of the drama by very necessity had to mean
something to the average mind, had to be not only intelligible
but in the main approved to win success. It was not a case of
being applauded by a small group of critics and connoisseurs.
Every tragedy was heard and judged by practically the whole
city. The same thing is true of Aschylus and Euripides, of
course. Nothing could so well reflect the serious flow of
thought and value in fifth-century Athens as the dramas of
these three poets, for they had to satisfy poet and audience
too.

Now the tragic drama, from its very nature, was concerned
with pitiful and terrible things, problems that shocked people

! The most convenient edition of Sophodes is the one edited, with
English trandations, by R. C. Jebb (Cambridge University Press),
The trandations are published separately in one volume.
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into thinking, questions that awakened a horrified demand for
an answer. An answer might not be given or even suggested,
but in all the surviving tragedies of Aschylus and Sophocles
there was a reaching out toward a moral order that would
make the confusions of life less oppressive. And in Sophocles
this amounted to a conviction — a conviction that the cause
of human suffering is the clash between God's law and man's
passon or cardessness, and that reconciliation is possble if
men will only be more reasonable. Reverence for the gods
and their laws is fundamental as with /Zschylus. But the
intense faith of the older poet is cooled into a philosophy.
The gods who have learned their wisdom and attained their
power through suffering, the half-human, passionate, and
personal divinities of AEschylus, we do not meet in Sophocles.
His gods are hardly anthropomorphic at all, but are dread
powers who manifest themsdves in ‘those laws of range sub-
lime brought forth in the wide, clear sky, whose birth is of
Olympus alone; which no brood of mortal men begot; which
forgetfulness shall never lay to deep. Strong in these is the
God and grows not old.’! Every one of the seven extant
dramas illustrates the inexorableness of divine law, an inex-
orableness so absolute that it is often oppressive, dreadful,
like Fate, in its mysterious power. ‘There is no deliverance
from it by wealth or by war, by fenced city or dark sea-beaten
ships.’?

Thisisnot to say that Sophocles was a Stoic or a Calvinist,
sternly intent on the majesty of an all-pervasive divine sover-
eignty to which man's only attitude should be that of humil-

! Edipus Rex, 865, Jebb's translation, p. 34. See also Antigone,
605-14.
2 Antigone, 952, Jebb's trandlation, p. 155.
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ity and obedience. Hisdivinelaw is saved from fatalism by
its justice and reasonableness, by a faith in afinal harmony
that is less impressive than that of Aschylus only because it
is less emotionally intense, more rational. It isnot nearly as
mechanical aslater thought madeit. * When men scorn godli-
ness and turn to frenzy’ there will indeed come upon them
the slow but sure ‘visitation of the gods." But thisis simply
the necessary result of a rational and well-ordered world. It
could not be otherwise. To ignore evil would be to strike
harmony into discord. Thistles cannot bring forth figs;
neither can sin and folly lead to blessings. But this does not
forbid the hope that the pain that follows sin may aso
cleanse. Sure as we are that it is his own folly that has
crushed him, the overwhelming shame of Ajax, brought to
ruin by his immoderate anger and his scorn of Athena, awak-
ens not virtuous satisfaction but compassion. The farewell of
the fallen hero is full of pathos, full of a sad — if bitter —
recognition of his fault, ending with the cry— ‘For | will
go now whither | must pass, but do ye what | bid; and per-
chance, though now | suffer, ye will hear that | have found
rest." So too the woes of (Edipus end in reconciliation and in
a ‘passing... not with lamentations or in sickness and suf-
fering, but above mortals, wonderful " 'Many were the
sorrows that came to him without cause,’ chanted the chorus,
'but in requital, ajust god shall lift him up.”

'Not with lamentations." It is a compassion that is not
so much soft-hearted as sensible and sensible because just.
For Sophocles conviction of divine justice is not that of a
logician or a lawyer: justice to a logician may be a barren

! Edipus at Colonus, 1536; Jebb's translation, p. 115.
? |bid., 1565; Jebb, p. 119. * Ibid., 1563, Jebb, p. 116.
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form of words and the lawyer's justice may be injustice to
theLord. Man being man — agod imprisoned inflesh— no
scheme of things would be just that discouraged human
initiative or rewarded even misguided courage with ruin.
Justice without mercy is not justice. So that what was a
stumbling-block to later theologians troubled Sophocles
not at all; the word ‘almighty' had not yet come in to
challenge the word ‘freedom’; and the liberty and power of
man was just as sure as the orderliness of God. Hamlet's
eulogy of man is often pointed to as an illustration of the
exuberant consciousness of human capacities, the new pride
and hope that characterized the English Renaissance. Even
so does Sophocles give voice to the exultant pride of men to
whom nothing seemed impossible, men who had humbled
the might of Persia and were building the Parthenon.

Wonders are many, but nothing is more wonderful than
man, that power which walks the whitening sea before the
stormy south wind making apath amid engulfing surges....
And the careless tribe of birds, the nations of the angry
beasts, the deep seds ocean brood he snares in the meshes
of his woven wiles, he leads captive, man excellent in
wit___ And speech, and wind-swift thought, and all the
words that mould a state hath he taught himself; and how
to flee the shafts of frost beneath the clear, unsheltering
sky, and the arrows of the stormy rain. All providingis he;
unprovided he meets nothing that must come.*

So that seeing life as rational does not mean seeing life
as mechanical. There is no question of blind necessity. If
men suffer, it is— as we say in our vernacular — because

! Antigone, 332, Jebb, p. 135; but | have preferred here what seems a

slightly finer translation by the same scholar in his essay on the Genius
of Sophocles, Lectures and Essays, p. 27.
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they ask for it. It is not the fault of either an angry god or
an uncaring cosmos. There are laws, i.e., fundamental facts
of cause and effect, and impatient persons defy or ignore
them and the result is what we call tragedy. But if life is
tragic, it is not unthinkable or intolerable, as it would be if
there were no laws at all — or if the laws were so absolute
that every move of the players in the human drama became
automatic.

Thus the terrible happenings of the Antigone came from
perfectly familiar andintelligiblefaultsand virtues. Antigone
perishes in the collision between divine law and kingly arro-
gance, but there is nothing arbitrary or foreordained about
i t: she makes her own decision alike in her stubborn refusal to
bow to thewill of Creon, and in her suicide. Like Romeo, she
could have lived if she had yielded less hastily to her seeming
fate, and her unnecessary death destroys Heemon and Eury-
dice as well as herself. At the end even our anger against
Creon is changed to compassion, so utter is his desolation, so
nearly did his late repentance atone for his cruelty. It is a
pity that people will do these things. And every drama sets
forth the ideals of life that would help men to be happier —
loyalty, reverence, mercy to the suppliant, and above all the
sophrosune that would have saved Ajax, Creon, and Antigone,
that made possible the reconciliation of Philoctetes with the
Greek host, and that moved Odysseus in his fine attitude
toward the dead Ajax. They are the typical Hellenic virtues,
asold as Homer and Hesiod, but given by Sophocles a beauty
— the beauty of reasonableness — that Hesiod never saw.

That is to say, the religion of Sophocles is on the way to
being rationalized and humanized, its theology intellectual
rather than emotional, its deepest feeling stirred more by his
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men and women than by his gods. Now and then he does
seem to wonder whether the actual arrangement of things
isnot alittle less merciful, more brutal than he presentsit,
whether the gods in being always rational are not sometimes
inhuman, unnecessarily consistent. Certainly there seem to
be moments when he comes dangerously near to criticism
of the traditional gods, just near enough for us to see his
faith in their rightness strained to the breaking point in the
face of so much actual wrongness.! These glimpses of incipi-
ent revolt occur rarely in Sophocles, and may be purely dra-
matic. But they show us the dangerously widening gap be-
tween the old theology and the new critical thinking— the
old bottles cracking as the new wine fermented. At any rate,
we seem to come in Sophocles to a sort of turning-point in
Greek thought. As Edward Caird has pointed out in speak-
ing of Dante, the one thing that no doctrine and no system
can stand is perfect interpretation. 'When the soul becomes
visible the body is ready to drop away.” To such a moment
had Athens and Hellas come with the production of the Anti-
gone, the Electra, and the (Edipus Rex.

Il
But Sophocles himself, like Dante, was an interpreter,
not a rebel. The rebellion came with Euripides and the

! So Philocletes, 446-54: 'No evil thing has been known to perish; no,
the gods take strange care of such, and have a strange joy in turning
back from Hadesall thingsvillainous and knavish, while they are ever
sending the just and good out of life. How am | to deem of these things,
when praising the ways of the gods | find that the gods are evil." And
the bitter words of the son of Heracles, Hyllus, in Trachinice 1267-72:
"Mark the great cruelty of the gods in the deeds that are being done.
They beget children, they are hailed as fathers, and yet they can look
upon such suffering. No man foresees the future; but the present is
fraught with mourning for us, and with shame for the powers above.’
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Sophists. No contrast in Greek literature is more impressive
than the contrast between Euripides and Aschylus. Aristo-
phanes expresses the situation in the Frogs when he makes
the shades of AEschylus and Sophocles embrace, each willing
to yield the throne of poetic supremacy to the other, while
both dispute the claim of Euripides. He stood for something
that neither Aschylus nor Sophocles could approve— a
sympathy with human suffering so intense that a compromise
with the gods is impossible, the reinterpretation of the old
traditions a quibbling with the truth. The time had come
when a mind of the earnest, uncompromising type could
feel simply that the old tales were true or false, and that if
one were allowed to sift, to take and leave, as Pindar did,
one might as well begin all over again on a new basis, and
when the chorus chants the dread cry, ‘ The worship of the
gods is perishing,! add the assenting words, *Let it even be
0.’

Euripides might not have gone this far, indeed. But he
certainly refused to do anything but take the traditional
gods as the traditions paint them. The effort of Pindar and
AEschylus to give the old religion new power by transform-
ingandidealizingit,torevivify theancient Bibleof therace,
so to speak, by cutting out some portions as untrue and
inadequate, had no meaning for Euripides. He stubbornly
draws the gods on the old lines and in doing this he condemns
them. Thecry of Hyllus® would serve as atext for Euripides.
Heracles, the friend of man, driven mad and made the slayer
of his children by the malice of Hera— a malice condemned
even by the Madness which is sent to work the mischief —
Creusa brutally betrayed and deserted by Apollo, Phadra

! Edipus Rex, 910. 2 See footnote, p. 168.
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wantonly inspired by Aphrodite to the unholy love that
killed her — these were the works of the gods.

There is one story that all three poets made the basis of a
tragedy, the story of Orestes, son of Agamemnon, and the
contrast is striking.

The command given by Apollo to Orestes that he avenge
his father's murder by slaying his mother the murderess,
Aschylus and Sophocles had regarded as most terrible, in-
deed, but absolutely just. Even as Clytemnestra's Furies de-
scend upon her son, no thought that he had done wrong comes
to the mind of Orestes. But in the story as Euripides tells it
the avenging brother and sister collapse in utter remorse.
They stand over the body of their mother in an agony of
repentance. And when Castor and Pollux appear on the
scene they voice the thought that would be uppermost in the
minds of the spectators. * With justice vengeance falls on her;
in thee unholy is the deed. Y et Phoebus— but, my king is
he, I will be silent; yet, though wise, he gave to thee response
not wise: but | must praise perforce these things.” Orestes
and Electra had done an ‘unholy' thing. But the god who
had urged them to it was more unholy still.

The rebellious questionings of Euripides were not, of
course, wholly new. Like all revolutionary utterances they
had their forerunners, and many an Orphic or Pythagorean
disciple had already rejected the old tales. But Euripides
drove his points home with a new passion in a succession of
deadly pictures of the evils that the gods do, in insidious and
undermining doubts as to the truth of the old myths, in pene-
trating hints that faith is the handmaid of immorality. Es-
sentially irreligious, indeed, Euripidesisnot. Impatient as he
iswith many of theold beliefs, he often recursin ahalf-wistful
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way to the religion of his fathers, purged of its ugliness, and
in one beautiful fragment he prays Zeus 'to send light to the
souls of men, to those who would fain be forewarned whence
sorrow springs, and where evil has its root, that they may
know what deity to implore, and so obtain rest from their
troubles.’?

* Euripides the human," Mrs. Browning calls him, and the
word has some truth. Yet an admirer of Sophocles would
say that he was human too, as human as Euripides and in a
higher sense. Tears there are in mortal things surely. No
one knew it better than the poet who had told the woes of
Edipus, the tragedy of Antigone's end, the bitter shame of
Ajax. There were times when the sorrows of life were al-
most too much even for Sophocles.2 But it is true, neverthe-
less, that ‘he saw life steadily and saw it whole,” the little
things as little, the great things as great, sufferings and
death itself — overwhelming as they might be for the
moment — as yet less than the conquering Something which
man and life meant to him. Hisidealism is concentration on
that which really counts. But in Euripides the storms and
struggles of men as he ses them too often obscure what they
are struggling for, and to that extent Euripidesis asign of the
clouding of the Greek spirit, a falling away from the high
faith in man's divinity, a compassion that saddens without
breathing on discouraged men and women the vital breath
that will inspire them to victory and peace.?

! Haigh, The Tragic Drama of the Greeks, pp. 261-71.

2 As when he puts into the mouth of the chorus of the Edipus at
Colonus the lament of Theogins. ‘Not to be born is past all prizing best;
but when man has seen the light, this is next best by far, that with all
speed he should go thither whence he hath come!

3 And, if Dr. Verrall isright, a mocking rationalism. See his Euri-
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1

Because every drama was heard by thousands, the relaxing,
corroding genius of Euripides may well have had a peculiarly
widespread influence toward restlessness. But hardly less
effective as a disintegrating force was the frankly common-
sene skepticism of the Sophists. These were traveling
teachers who served much the same purpose in the fifth-
century Greek world that our colleges and universities do
with us. They taught as individuals, not as members of a
corporation, and they evidently varied greatly bothininterest
and gifts; yet, rising as they did in response to a definite and
urgent need, it is very probable that in a general way they
had the common characteristics that our evidence ascribes to
them, evidence, curiously enough, that is nearly all hostile.

It was no doubt the intense political consciousness of the
Greeks in general and of the dominant city in particular
after Salamis that determined the character of the Sophistic
teaching — its strength and its weakness. Athens was the
mistress of half Greece, and Athens was ruled by her citizens.
Thething to do was to learn the art of dealing with men, the
art of logic, of persuasion, of eloguent and convincing speech.
Rhetoric and argumentation, with a sufficient knowledge of
human nature and politics — These were the fields of study
befitting areally alive and ambitious young man.

Which of course had its point, and so far the instruction
given by a good Sophist was no more open to criticism than a
course in a modern business college or school of expression.

pides the Rationalist — a most interesting and instructive book through-
out. The best complete translation of Euripides is that of A. S. Way
in three volumes, but the student is recommended to read Gilbert
Murray's translations so far as they are available and add his little
book on Euripidesin the Home University Library.
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Indeed, the Sophists generally could honestly declare their
purpose to be the teaching of wisdom, virtue, good citizen-
ship.! The destructive effect ascribed to their teaching ap-
parently lay, not in their practical character, but in their
denial of any truth beyond the practical, in their way of solv-
ing the problems of ultimate truth and virtue by denying
both. The very words ultimate, fundamental, absolute, were to
them empty of all real meaning. ‘M an is the measure of all
things, of the existence of the things that exist and the non-
existence of the things that do not exist.’? 'Justice is interest
of the stronger.”® Such were the two most famous Sophistic
maxims that have come down to us. If anyone asks what
becomes of the gods if we make man the measure of truth, and
truth not only purely relative but a matter of sight and touch,
' Protagoras or someone in his behalf will makereply: 0 excel-
lent good people, youth and old men, you sit in solemn session
and appeal to vulgar prejudice in making the gods the center
of your argument, when their very existence is open to doubt
and any mention of them in speech or writing should be
avoided."

The point is not that thisirritated conservative minds, but
that it reflected a movement far-reaching and momentous.
It may be that we should discount the complaint of Plato
and Aristotle that the whole Sophistic tendency was nega
tive.> And we may not share Plato's conviction that the

! Plato, Protagoras, 315-19; Gorgias, 455-59.

2 Plato, Thecdetus, 152. s Plato, Republic, 335.

4 Plato, Theodetus, 162. For a dear and thoughtful discussion of this
matter sseDyde, The Thecdetusof Plato, Introduction, p. 19, and Watson,
Hedonistic Theories chapter 1.

5 © While the philosopher is ever devoted to the idea of the absolutely
existent, and thus lives in a region which is dark only from excess of
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doctrine of the relativity of truth and virtue was equivalent
to their denial." What does seem clear is that not only by
their revolutionary metaphysics,? not only by their gospel
of self-interest, but by the abandonment of the idealism
which is the very soul of the Hellenic genius, they shook
Athenian civilization to its very foundations. Yet at the
same time the whole movement, in its keen iconoclasm, its
joy in guestioning and debate, its very profanation of things
sacred, was inevitable. And among the Sophists, classed
with them and hated like them by the conservative poet
Aristophanes, dying for the skepticism that up to a certain
point he shared with them, was one of the supremely great
and fascinating figuresof all time.

v

Socrates was born a few years after Salamis and Platea.®
He was thus a boy of nine or ten years when Pericles entered
on his long tenure of power, a man of forty when the Parthe-
non was completed, about twenty-six years younger than
Sophocles and ten years than Euripides. He saw Athens be-
light, the Sophigt, on the other hand, takes refuge in the murky light
of the nonexigent.' (Aristotle, Metaphysics, vl, ii, 4.)

L Cf. for instance, Republic, I, 338, Cratylus, 386, and Theoaetus all
through.

2 'Nothing exigts if it doesit cannot be known: if it can be known it
cannot be communicated. This propostion was ascribed to Gorgias,
one of the most famous of the Sophists. Cf. Grant, Ethics of Aristotle,
|,Essayll.

% He was about seventy years old at the time of his trial in 399 B.C.,
which places his birth at about 470 B.C See Apology, 17, and Crito, 32.
The quickest way to get a first-hand picture of Socrates is to read
Church's Trial and Death of Socrates, in Macmillan's Golden Treasury
Series or Paul Elmer Mor€'s little book in The Riverside Literature

Series of Houghton Millin Company. Both have interesting and
illuminating introductions.
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come thefirst city of Greece, matchless in beauty asin power.
He took part in the battles of the Peloponnesian War and
tried to avert doom from the ill-fated generals of Arginusse
Finally he saw the fall of Athens and heard the triumphant
music of the Spartan flutes as the long walls were torn down.
He took acitizen's part in the intense life of Athens from her
age of glory and intoxicating self-confidence, through the
age of doubt and angry disillusionment to the age of disaster
and collapse, and he saw the change from the supreme faith
of Aschylus to the half-conscious questionings of Sophocles
and the rebellious agnosticism of Euripides.

Butif hewasapart of hiscity, discussing, voting, fighting,
working at his trade — not too industriously, for he was a
friendly, sociable person who much preferred talking to chip-
ping marble and so remained a poor man — he was also an
irrepressible critic. Profoundly unlike as he was to men like
Voltaire and Bernard Shaw and H. L. Mencken — them-
selves profoundly unlike one another — he yet was of their
tribein his urge to take the mask off words, customs, beliefs,
conventions of whatsoever kind, to see what there was be-
neath them. Nothing is more exasperating to conventional
minds. And since alarge part of our mental and moral struc-
ture is conventional, built and held together by habit rather
than reason, he seemed to many anxious souls as destructive
as Gorgias or Protagoras.

He himself protested against this as a total misapprehen-
sion. He was not a professional teacher; he was not in the
least ‘practical' in the Sophistic sense; he believed that
truth and goodness were absolutely real, attainable, and
indispensable. But they were not as obvious as most people
seemed to think. A great deal that was regarded as truth he



176 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

suspected to be fase, and he was quite sure that bowing
down to‘idols’ was ruinous.* Inquiry was a necessary way
of finding out whether a thing was true and good or just an
obscuring form of words. His purpose was not to destroy, but
to ascertain and examine the ideds of his city, to avert —
by opening his fellow-countrymen's eyes— the spiritual
collapse that might follow a blind and vainglorious sdlf-con-
fidence, and to turn the superficial and hasty skepticism of
an age of change into an honest and uncompromising search
for truth.

In this endeavor Socrates failed. Except for a small group
of disciples, his people refused to hear him and finaly, in a
burst of rage, condemned him to death. To adapt what
Gilbert Murray has said of Euripides: ‘His contemporary
public denounced him as..malignant because he made
them s truths they wished not to sse, as blasphemous and
foul-minded because he made demands on their religious and
spiritual natures which they could neither satisfy nor over-
look.” But he had sown his seed, and the pupils who loved
him watered and cared forit. Not only were his memory and
his message enshrined in the dialogues of Plato,? but teacher
after teacher sprang up in every city of the Greek world to

! There is no better commentary on the purpose of Socrates than
Francis Bacon's account of the* idols’ that divert men's minds from
worship of the truth, in his Novum Organum, XxxxVIi-LxX. |n Bacon's
way of putting it Socrates was engaged in a lifelong crusade against
the 'idols of the market-place.'

2 And the Memorabilia of Xenophon — a book of reminiscences that
isreally a sort of defenseof Socrates against the charge that he corrupted
the youth of Athens. Xenophon had certainly seen and talked to
Socrates, but his account presents us with a dilemma, for if his portrait
is accurate, then Plato's is not. There is no need to argue the matter

here, but we prefer to rely on Plato, and in this chapter Socrates is
the Platonic Socrates.
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carry on — sometimes, it is true, in extravagant form—
ome phase of the ethical doctrine of Socrates His teaching
in oneform or ancther, inextricably entangled asit waswith
that of Plato, became the greates snge moral force in the
world up to the coming of Chrigtianity. What, then, wasthe
teaching of Socrates? What was the source of its power, and
why did it arouse antagoniam?

The essential principles which he followed in his ssarch he
summed up himsdf when he was on trial for his life. It is
difficult to state them adequately without quoting the whole
of the Apology. Two extracts, however, may give us the
essnee of the matter. The suggegtion is made that he may
be acquitted if he will ceese his teaching and confine his
enegies to his trade as a maker of images.

Athenians [he answverd, | hold you in the highest regard
and love, but | will obey God rather than you; and as
long as | have breath and strength | will not cease from
philosophy, and from exhorting you, and dedaring the
truth to every one of you whom | mest, saying, as | am
wont, 'My excdlent friend, you are a citizen of Athens, a
city which is very great and very famous for wisdom and
power of mind; are you not ashamed of caring so much for
the making of money, and for reputation, and for honor?
Will you not think or care about wisdom, and truth, and
the perfection of your souls? For [he adds a little later],
if you put meto death, you will not easly find another man
to fill my place. God has sent me to attack the city, asif
it were a great and noble horse to use a quaint-simile,
which was rather duggish from its Sze, and which needed
to bearousad by a gadfly; and | think that | am the gadfly
that God has sent to the city to attack it; for | never ceae
from settling upon you, as it were, at every point, and
rousing, and exhorting, and reproaching each man of you all
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day long. Y ou will not eadly find anyone dse, my friends,
tofill my place; and if you take my advice you will spare
my life. You are vexed, as drowsy persons are when they
are awakened, and, of course, if you listen to Anytus, you
could eadly kill mewith a sngle blow, and then degp on
undisturbed for the rest of your lives, unless God were to
care for you enough to send ancther man to arouse you.

The didinctive difference between Socrates and the
Sophigs sEms to have been in his conviction that virtue
wasareality, truth asoareality, each necessary to the other
and both fundamental.® Yet if the Athenians had been con-
vinced of this, they would hardly have condemned him to
death. M en may not follow virtue, but asarulethey at least
regpect it. No martyr has been killed smply because he
was good or because he taught others to be good. There
mug have been in the minds of the Athenians a feding that
on thewhole Socrates did harm, not good; and thereason for
this liesin his method. The ordinary teacher of today is a
teacher because heis supposed to know certain things, which
things he saks to convey to others, or heis supposad to have
skill in certain directions, which skill hetriestoimpart to his
pupils. Now Socrates openly avowed that he had nether
knowledge nor skill and that he was not a teacher in the
usual sne He knew, indeed, that he was consdered a wise
man — that the Dephic orade had even pronounced him

1 The modern sn<e attached to the word 'virtue' has about it, per-
haps, something negative, almost anaamic. If s, it is to that extent a
bad translation of the Greek wor d areteand amost unwor thy derivative
from theLatin word virtus. Areteis not confor mity, obedience, respec-
tability, or morality. Itis'that quality in an agent by virtue of which
it does its particular work well.... Thus, whatever dse "a good man”

may mean, it must mean a man who does his work well, a man who
liveswell.” (A.L. Nettleship, Lectureson Plato’ sRepublic, p. 35.)
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the wises of all men. He had heard this and taken it as a
jest, but in order to prove the orade wrong he went to man
after man who claimed to bewise, questioned them car efully,
and was confounded by the discovery that they were not
wise but foolish. So as he went away from each man he
made this curious reflection: ‘1 am wiser than this man.
Neither of us probably knows anything that is really good,
but he thinks that he has knowledge when he has not, while
I, having no knowledge, do not think that | have. | ssem,
at any rate, to be a little wisr than heis on this point, |
donot think that | know what | do not know.’

To the Athenians this was nonsenee and Socrates Smply a
dedtructive skeptic. That which men thought they knew,
that which they comfortably hugged as wisdom, dissolved
into haze and ignorance at the touch of his penetrating
analyss Even worse for that wisdom which faded into
fodihness before his quetions he substituted nothing.
From first to last he protesed his own ignorance. |If those
who came to him desred wisdom, he would join them in the
search, but he could not give them that which he did not
himsdf possess  To the charge of destructiveness he smply
answered that he destroyed nothing, that if on examination
that which had ssemed true proved inadequate or false, the
fault was not his, and that if they preferred blindness to
Sght they need not converse with him. If they were happier
in their ignorance, then so much the worse for them. As for
him, it was his duty to be God's gadfly and to sing them
into mental and spiritual activity by opening their eyes to
therr own fooishness

He did not tell them, indeed, wherein they were foolish.
He told them nothing whatever. He smply asked questions
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reentlesdy until they were compdled perforce to formulate
their knowledge and to s its inadequacy for themsdves
Often this made them angry — the anger of disllusonment.
But to the braver and sronger minds the 'torpedo shock’
which brought a realization of ignorance was a simulus to
noble endeavor. ‘Indeed, | am far from wise' Plato makes
him say in the Theagtetus, ‘nor hasmy mind ever given birth
toany truth at all. Y et some of those who cometo meare at
first quiteignorant, and as our acquaintance grows they, if
favored by God, progress in a way which agonishes them-
sves and others. It istrue that they have learned nothing
from me; whally of themsdves have they made many notable
discoveries yet in this| am the insrument in the hands of
God.

Hisordinary procedure was to innocently ask for a defini-
tion of some word ussd by one of his companions — some
commonly used word such as friendship, justice, courage,
holiness beauty, or temperance. The definition given was
subj ected to an examination appar ently of the mog informal,
naive, innocent kind. By degressit had to be modified until
it ccumbled at last and disappeared. Another was subgtituted
and was treated in like manner. The result was a puzzled
realization either of ignorance or of an unexpected inability
to formulate what the disputant still thought he knew. At
any rate, the ordinary sdf-satified assumption of know-
ledge was shaken.

Thus Laches, a veteran general of tried courage, is ques
tioned concerning the nature of courage. Heisdriven from
one definition to another until heisforced to a certain anused
sympathy with his puzzlement. 'l am unusad to investiga-
tions of this sort,” he breaks out at last, 'but the spirit of
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controversy has been aroused in me by what has ben said;
and | am really grieved at thus being unable to express my
meaning. For | fancy that | do know the nature of courage
but someéhow or other she has dipped away from me, and |
cannot get hold of her and tell her nature* Socrates himsdf
isfully aware of the humor of the Stuation. ‘Here isajest,
he cries to his two young friends, Lyss and Menexenus, with
whom he has been discusang, apparently in vain, the nature
of friendship — 'Hereisajest. You two boys, and I, an old
boy who would fain be one of you, imagine oursdves to be
friends, and we have not as yet been able to discover what a
friend is'

But thisdid not spring from a mere whimsical love of anal-
yds Back of all this quettioning lay a fundamental ethi-
cal principle—that virtueand wisdom areidentical, that no
man knowingly pursues evil or prefers evil to good. Thus,
let us say, | do wrong for the sske of a gross pleasure that
overcomes me. |s the pleasure evil in itsdlf or because of the
resulting harm? Obvioudy the latter. If the resulting harm
were as vivid to my mind as the immediate pleasure, would
| yield to the temptation? Probably no, any more than |
would taste the mogt ddiciousfruit if | knew that in its swvest-
nessis hidden a deadly poison. Then | do wrong apparently
because the pleasure is immediate and vivid, the evil remote,
vague, and eadly put asde.

But if | ingg that the moon is larger than the sars, the
troubleisnot that my eyesarebad, but that my snse of per-
gectiveisuntrained. | do not need an oculigt, but someone
who will teach me to add to my eyesght knowledge and judg-
ment. Soif | se clearly the present pleasure and allow it to
outweigh a much greater future evil, it isnot that my soul is
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vicious, but that | lack perspective and nead to be trained in
acertain art of measurement. The nearness of the moon does
not decaivethe astronomer; the nearness of pleasure doesnot
decavethewise man. The one discountsthe evidence of his
eyes the other disoounts the vividness of the temptation. |f
| am properly taught, pleasure and pain, good and evil, will
appear to me not with the accidental vividness or vagueness
of present or future time, of nearness or remoteness but in
their true character and proportions. He who is wise then
will as unerringly choose the good and put asde the evil as
the cautious traveler will follow the path and avoid the rocks
or brambles' So Soorates, as a teacher of virtue, madeit his
effort to find the true nature of temperance, courage, and
justice. The better they were undersood, the more clearly
their beauty could be ssn, the more surdy would they be
followed. Hence the deeply sgnificant remark in the Phasdo
that ‘awrong use of wordsisnot merely an error in itsdf, but
creates evil in the soul.’

We of today know that the result was not altogether
happy. If there had been a prophet among the companions
who fell under the charm of the Master's dialectic, he might
have looked ahead somewhat disconsolately to the battles
of the shods that were to make philosophy so fascinating
and o0 barren for agesto come It would be unjust, indeed,

! “‘He said that justice, moreover, and all other virtue is wisdom.
That isto say, thingsjust and all things ése that are done with virtue
are beautiful and good, and neither will those who know these things
deliberately choose aught dse in their stead; nor will he who lacks the
special knowledge of them be able to do them, but if he makes the
attempt he will missthe mark and fail.” (Xenophon, Memorabilia, Il1,
IX,4.) The argument is presented most fully and clearly in the Pro-
lagoras of Plato.
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to put all the blame for thison Socrates The mental rest-
lesness of the fourth century was not dueto any one man
any morethan wasitsmoral and political failure. It orang
on the one hand from a sort of anxiety and nervous discon-
tent, from the passng of old faiths and the feverish grasping
at new ones that were dusve and debatable; on the other
hand from the gossp and diversity and shifting contacts of
trade, travel, and war. In telling the sory of the new Greece
that emerged after the Persan war, one tends to dress the
ons of criticism. But the criticism was not so much passon-
ate or beligerent as puzzled —a matter of speculation and
discusson rather than of attack and defense And indis
pensable as discusson was and is, it does tend to isuein
dogma, in rationalizing, and in verbal hair-splitting — gods
falser and more dangerous than the Olympians. The Greek
mind was till to produce great things, but from thestimulat-
ing confuson of the age of Socrates was to come the long
reign of Dialectic, Rhetoric, and Theology.

Moreover, behind the controverses and implied in them
was a change that affected all the disputants alike, a change
in valuation, in what was conddered interesting and im-
portant. Bdiefs, taboos values are all — as we recognize
now, but as the Gresks never did — regponsss to Situations,
however firmly esablished they ssem to thosewho hold them,
they change as the gtuations change old ideas and in-
gtitutions fade almost imper ceptibly before no enemy but the
ebb and flow of drcumgtance. And this is a disasser only
if the dissolution is accompanied by failurein reconstruction.
Now such afailuredoesssam to cloud the story of the Greeks
after thefall of Athensand the death of Socrates 1t wasnot
acompletefailureor a sudden and spectacular one, but some-
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thing was being logt from the Greek genius that the Gresks
themsalves wer e content to replace by toys and puzzes, by
formulas and gesthes by pretiness and pedantry. It was
not the fault of Socrates Neither could he have prevented
it. But it could be contended that he made matters worse
ingead of better by trying the wrong cure identifying
philosophy 0 largdly with critical analyss and verbal pre-
ason.

On the other hand, if dialectic was the wrong cure, it was
the only one therewas and wasworth trying. Asif a surgeon
were tempted to meet a fatal dissese by a fatal operation, on
the chance that some unknown éement, some miraculous
resurgence of vitality, might come in to save There is no
ground for suppodng that Socrates judged the dissee of
his people to be fatal — but perhaps Plato did. And it ssams
now that it was that the superdructure of Gregk civiliza-
tion had reached an absolute limit with the foundation it
had, that to re-examine the foundation was to accderate the
collapse of the whale edifice, that creative faith had come to
be s0 interpenetrated with complacency that to cure one was
to kill the other. One may be permitted to wonder whether
even the magnificent funeral spesch of Perides did not show
a danger more deadly than anything threatened by the Soph-
igs and Socrates  Granting that every word of it was true,
it isyet full of hubris, the perilous pride that goeth before a
fall, the arrogant sdf-approval that is the sures provocation
of rebdlion, thesurest invitation to catastrophe®

Quitewithout knowingit, Athens— even beforethewar —
was faced with atragic dilemma, one that might have puz-

Y| owe to Principal Fyfe of Queen's University the suggestion that
Thucydideswas himself well aware of this, that his report of thefuneral
oration was the dramatic prelude to the Melian dialogue (Bk. v, 84)



INTELLECTUAL REVOLUTION IN ATHENS 185

zled the wisest of philosophers. There are times when even a
justifiable boast is as bad as surrender, when the most ear-
nest conservative is a destroyer of what he loves, when the
finished techniquethat all artistsstrivefor becomesitsown
enemy. To the historian, perfection is indeed always a
danger signal. For complete successin any field — even more,
the conviction of complete success— tends to hypnotize, to
make even active and gifted minds rest in contemplation,
indignantly sendtive to the blasphemy of criticism. To the
proud and pleased Athenians the speech of Pericles would
seem a plain statement of fact. Those who applauded it
would hear the apology of Socrateswith rage and utter lack
of comprehension. But to say that they were wrong isnot to
say that Socrateswasright. Bernard Shaw has said of 1bsen
that he hated to s people comfortable when they ought to
be uncomfortable. It was so with Socrates, and to him the
discomfort was the necessary condition of a new birth. It
may never have occurred to him that he was assgting in a
death from which there could be no resurrection and that
his gospe — even to those who heeded it — might add to
the malady of ignorance the worse malady of argumentative
rationalism.

So it may be that the accusers of Socrates missed the point
alittle when they condemned his agnosticism and his destruc-
tive method. We might perhaps blame rather — if we blame
at all — his over-confident faith in the redeeming power of
intelligence. Merciless critic as he was, he undermined less

and the Sicilian expedition. Thedownfall of Athens' pridewasthusfore-
shadowed first in the gpeech of Pericles and then more grimly in the
speeches of the Athenian delegates, Thucydides having seen the end of
the tragedy before he wrotethe history. See F. M. Cornford, Thucy-
dides Myth-historicus for the dramatic inter pretation of Thucydides,
epecially Chapter x, ontheM elian dialogue.
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by criticism than by attempting to rebuild on the lines begun
long before by Thales and Xenophanes and applied now to
thought and conduct. His radicalism was a kind of Hellenic
fundamentalism, and lay in a persistent appeal to the reason
that he believed would destroy only the stupid and bad, clear-
ing the way to 'a city that hath foundations.’

The appeal to reason is one that surely no intelligent mind
can disapprove. But thetrial of Socratesis still going on, and
isthetrial of many another martyr in the perpetually recur-
ring tragedy of rightnessthat iswrong. Lucidityin thinking,
like perfection in art, power in preaching, effectiveness in
action, is often attained by a concentration and isolation that
achieve the brilliancy of a spot-light, all unwanted details
left in darkness, the terrible complexity of life reduced to a
pleasant — even useful — simplicity. So reason may un-
happily be as mistaken as fancy and more paralyzing. An
argument, a precept, a form may be so convincing that the
mind ceases to function, and expansion or modification
becomes impossible without some shattering new stimulus.
It is the defect of any purely rational or purely aesthetic way
of reaching conclusions about a world that is neither rational
nor aesheticc. The Socratic dialectic, unfertilized by the
facts that some have called the 'dry bones of knowledge, was
as ominous as it was impressive. Frozen into speculative
logic, modified and organized by the schools, it was to domi-
nate and sterilize European philosophy for two thousand
years.

So there we are. When Aristophanes bracketed Socrates
with the Sophists, hewas right aswell aswrong. So were the
Athenians when they condemned him for bringing new gods
into the city. Before his time the Greeks were primarily
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artists, even in their philosophy. After histime, while they
could not wholly cesse to be artists, the test of truth and the
criterion of value were less and less artistic, more and more
rational. Subtlety of mind and skill in logic overshadowed
adventurous vision, creative form, imaginative search for
harmony. There still remained Plato. But after Plato art
was to succumb; intelligence was to conquer Hellenism; and
the schools of Athens and of Alexandria were to se the
triumph of the Socratic dialectic, the fading of the Socratic
faith.

Y et the fact remains that his ultimate justification and
victory is as unquestionable as his failure. Even if his
method were san to be futile and every doctrine he taught
mistaken, Socrates would still be immortal. Not only be-
cause he lived and died for something greater than any
doctrine, the necessity of intelligent virtue, but because he
presents one of the rarest and most attractive combinations
that history has recorded — an inflexible sense of duty with
an amiable curiosity and open-mindedness, an uncon-
querable friendliness, an utterly disarming cardessness
about what people thought of him and about all things that
were of no real concern. No Greek is so well known to us,
and no Greek is so captivating. The didoguesin which his
great pupil made him the central figure will be read as long
as men read at all, and he will be loved — and laughed at —
forever. Even as to the mission in which he believed he was
serving God, his effort to make his fellow-countrymen love
truth, it is hard to imagine the ghost of the great teacher
surveying the outcome with any loss of confidence. Time was
on his sde, and truth would prevail. Evenif it turned out
that his road of dialectic ended — temporarily — in amarsh.



CHAPTER X
The Self-Destruction of the City-States

WE MUST turn back now to the field of palitics, to
the problems and outlook of the Greek cities after
the triumph of Lysander at the Hdlespont and the Spartan
occupation of Athens. A bdiever in the possbility of a
united Greek people would have been aure of at least one
thing after Agospotami. Athens had failed, and quite
largely by her own fault. Her magnificent genius does not
conceal even from us her arrogance her inability to se
things political in any but an Athenian way, her often un-
scrupulous disregard of the rights of others. But the main
cause of her failure was by no means diginctly Athenian.
It had become quite dear during the fifth century that the
greatest obgtade to Helenic unity lay in a degp-rooted
dement in the Helenic character, an dement that was
perhaps less evident in the Athenians than in ther allies
and their enemies, but wasin greater or lessmeasure common
to all — the inability to sse beyond the city walls.

Indeed one might go farther than this. Intense as was
city patriotism, within each city there was an equally intense
individualism that was as bad in some agpedts as it was in-
digpensable in others.  Treachery was one of the commonest
phenomena in Gresk history, sometimes gringing from per-
onal ambition, greed, or resentment, sometimes from party
sirit. One often feds that to the average Greek he himsdf
camefirg, his party ssoond, his city third, and after hiscity
—nothing. Loyalty to Hellaswas aroused only when danger
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threatened the freedom he so greatly prized, and not always
then. Again and again a Greek betrayed his party and his
city alike for the sake of Hfish advantage, his city for the
ske of his party, Hellas for the sake of «f, party, or city.
His reason recognized the need of combining with others
and he could even fed an intense enthusasm for the soda
group to which he bdonged; but there was apt to be a wary
eye open for persona profit, and the enthusasm was sddom
for Hellas. We say sddom rather than never. It was doubt-
less felt by many at such supreme moments as the day of
Salamis, by a few at all times. But it is safe to say that at
the end of the fifth century there was no such thing as even
the beginning of a living Hellenic patriotism.

Y et thisisfar from saying that the Greskswere by nature
incapable of such enthusasm. Lessng — less than a century
and a half ago— could say: 'Of love of country | have no
conception. Tomeit ssamsat best but an heroic weakness
which | am right glad to be without'; and Germans fought
other Germans under the leadership of Napoleon as under
the eagles of Rome fifteen centuries before Italy at the
beginning of the nineteenth century was, as M etternich said,
a mere ‘geographical expresson, with a common language
indeed, but with fewer bonds of unity than even the Greeks,
for the Italians had no Olympic festivals at which Argive,
Athenian, Spartan, and Corinthian could meet on common
ground as Helenes. Y et the century between Napoleon and
the Great War ssw Germany and Italy welded into' nations
of such passonate intensity in ther patriotism that Bava-
rians, Saxons and Prussans, Florentines, Lombards, and
Piedmontese gave their lives by millions for the glory of a
fatherland of which their grandfathers hardly dreamed. The
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divigons of fifth-century Gresce did not therefore wholly
forbid the possbility of a united Greek Sate.

But the difficulties were very great, neverthdess The
cities had been fighting one another with ruthless bitterness
beyond the memory of man. Worse still, they had again
and again 9ded with Pergans againg Hellenes when ther
city or personal interests ssamed to requireit. Fifty thousand
Greks were said to have fought under the standard of
Mardonius at Plataea. One party in Athens sood ready to
betray the city to the Perdans at the time of Marathon.
The ruse of Themigodes when by pretended treachery he
induced the invaders to attack Salamis, succesded 0 well
smply because Xerxes was perfectly aware that there was
nothing srange in the idea of even so notable a leader be-
traying his people The exiled Alcibiades went to Sparta
and gave counsd whereby his own city could be defeated,
to be wdcomed back by Athens a little later with but little
9gn of resentment. The Spartan Demaratus was one of the
advisers of Xerxes during the great invason. In the lagt
campaigns of the Pdoponnesan War both gdes bid eagerly
for Perdan support, and Persan gold aided materially in
souring Sparta'svictory.

So fecble then, were the bonds between the peoples of
Héellas, in site of the ties of language, religion, traditions,
and interests. Yet if they remained divided ther ultimate
ruin was certain. It remained to be ssm after the downfall
of the short-lived Athenian Empire whether Sparta and her
allies would meet and solve the problem. One point to
Sparta’s credit was scored at the outset.  Some of the more
bitter of the enemies of Athens demanded her utter destruc-
tion. To this Sparta refussed her assent. Athens had in the
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past given pricdess srvices to Hellas, and for the memory
of thee her great rival refusad to permit her to be blotted
out. She was forced, indeed, to give up her empire. Her
navy was reduced to twelve ships Her independence was
restricted by an engagement to recognize Sparta as her
superior and overlord. But shewas allowed to live.

Sparta was, however, incapable of ether long-continued
magnanimity or condructive gatesmanship. In Athens, as
in all the subject cities, a Spartan garrison enabled an oli-
garchy to overthrow and supplant democracy. But when the
Athenian exiles driven from home by the dligarchs returned
in force and re-esablished the democracy, Sparta, uncertain
as to what was bes to do and perhaps willing to avoid a
renewal of thewar, adopted a conciliatory policy and allowed
her old enemy to have her own way. Other cities were less
fortunate. In each of them an oligarchy of ten (decarchy)
was edablished, supported by a Spartan ‘regulator’ (har-
most) and a Spartan garrison. Even her own allies were
made to fed that Sparta was their master. Her palicy of
arbitrary and brutal interference in local affairs openly
relying on her unquegtioned military pre-eminence, aroused
more resentment than the Athenian supremacy ever had
because it wasin no way congructive. The power of Athens
had been at leas bassd on a confederacy having a high
purpoe —the defense of Hellas againgd Perda. Sparta
bought Persan support by giving back the Asatic Gresks
to the 'Great King,' and her supremacy was practically
nothing morenor lessthan amilitary tyranny.

Two attempts were made indeed — both of them casual
and ill-planned —to strike a blow at Persa. Seven hundred
Spartanswer e allowed to accompany a body of somefourteen
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thousand Gresks from various gates who volunteered to
$rve an ambitious Perisan prince, Cyrus, againg an enemy.
It soon turned out that the‘ enemy' was his brother, the
king. On the promise of high pay the expeditionary force
accompanied the army of Cyrusamog to the walls of Baby-
lon, But its triumphant march and the victory at Cunaxa
wererendered void by the death in battle of Cyrus himsdf.

The Gresk generals were enticed into a trap and killed.
And the march back of the little Gregk army, now reduced
to about ten thousand men, under leaders dected by them-
sves through a thousand miles of hogtile territory, ended
an episode whose only value lay in its illustration of Gresk
Hf-rdiance and hardihood when really put to the test. Yet
in view of the pagt and future of the rdations between the
two peoples the march back of the ten thousand was perhaps
not without Sgnificance Blind as the Greks still were to
ther fatal weskness of disunion, their eyes were opened to
Persan weakness The incident was in the words of Pro-
fessr Bury, ‘an epilogue to the invason of Xerxes and a
prologue to the conquests of Alexander.’

An immediate effect was ssn when the Asatic Gresks
who had taken advantage of therebdlion of Cyrusto dedare
their independence, appealed to Sparta for help. She granted
the appeal. An army was snt to Asa, and soon there came
to command it one of her kings Ageslaos whose virtues
have bean immortalized, drange to say, by an Athenian
biographer, the higorian Xenophon. Ageslaos dreaming
no doubt of a conquet such as Alexander was to achieve
two generations later, led his army to victory after victory.
But whatever his military ability or his personal virtues, his
ample mind, unusd to the intrigues and intricacies of
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Oriental diplomacy, was tangled and puzzled by enemies
whom he could easly defeat in the fidd. His victories were
fruitless. And the Pergans soon brought about the failure of
the whole expedition, first by appointing Conon, the Athe-
nian admiral who had been defeated at Agospotami, to the
command of the Perdan flegt, and secondly by arousing the
Greek dities of the mainland, not only Athens but Sparta’s
old allies Corinth and Thebes, to dedarewar againg Sparta.
Conon's complete victory over the Spartan fleet at Cnidos
(3% B.C.) destroyed the maritime power of Sparta, and the
war at home recalled Ageslaos to Greece, leaving the Agatic
Gresks once more under the rule of Persa.

Nothing could have been more ominous. It is impossble,
as one aurveys the course of the war that followed — the
Corinthian War, asit is called — to fed any enthusasm for
eéther 9de Like the Pdoponnesan War it is smply un-
diluted tragedy, ancther sep in the sdf-destruction of the
Greek cities. Sparta had indeed amply earned the defeats
that soon left her shorn of all her power outsde the Peopon-
nesos and much of her pregige as a military state. And the
affection that we are bound to fed for the city of Aschylus
and Socrates causes no doubt, a certain glow of satisfaction
as we e her rise again to something like her old glory,
rebuilding thelong wallsand regaining her ancient supremacy
at ssa. But behind the triumphs and defeats of Athens and
Corinth, Sparta and Thebes, one sass the sardonic amile of
the diplomats overssas. Whether Persan pride made it
possible for the Great King and his satraps to realize that
united Gresce meant the overthrow of Persa may be doubted,
but there must have been at least an uneasy half conviction
of danger — at any rate, a very sure feding that a divided
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and fighting Gresce was a satisfying and comforting
Foectade

The Corinthian War ended exactly as one might expect.
Pergan intrigue had begun it; Perdan intrigue dosd it;
and Perdan intrigue would have been powerless to do ether
without the aid of Greek jealousy, Gresk rancor, Greek
ingtability. Perda had desred the humiliation of Sparta.
She by no means desred therise of Athensto her old edtate,
much less the further cementing of the powerful confederacy
of Athens, Corinth, and Thebeswith the many smaller cities
that contributed ships and money to the allied caue So
when Sparta began to send envoys requesting the mediation
of Perda, the time came when the king was willing to listen.
The peace of Antalkidas (387 B.C.) was practically dictated
by Perda to dities that had rendered themsdves powerless
to defy her. It definitdy settled the question of Pergan rule
ove the Adatic Gresks and it asserted the principle of city
independence throughout Hdlas, i.e., it broke up all aliances
and confederacies® Since Sparta was till easly the strongest
sngle city, the Peace of Antalkidas made her once more the
dominant power of Greece But it was a dominance made
possble by Persa

Such an arrangement could have lasted only if Sparta
had usad her power with tact and forbearance. But tact
and forbearance were the lagt things to be expected of her.

L“KingArtaxerxes deems it just that the cities in Asia, with the is-
lands of Clazomenae and Cyprus, should belong to himsdf; and the rest
of the Hédllenic cities, both small and great, he will leave independent,
with the exception of Lemnos, Imbros, and Scyros, which three are
to belong to Athens as of yore. Should any of the parties concerned
not accept this peace, |, Artaxerxes, together with those who share my
views, will war againg the offenders by land and sea' (Xenophon,
Hellenica, v, 1))
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The two cass in which her acts of tyranny were most ob-
vioudy serious blunders were the degtruction of the Chalcidic
League—a group of Greek cities on the Thracian coas
whose risng power awakened the jealousy of Sparta— and
the occupation of the citadel of Thebes, the Cadmeia. The
Chalcidic League might well have checked the menace of
Macedon a generation later and averted the loss of Greek
independence.  The violation of the Peace of Antalkidas by
the sdzure of the Cadmeia turned Theban hogtility into a
deadly hatred that was soon to overthrow the Spartan
supremacy forever.

Among the Thebans exiled by the oligarchy was a daring
and enterprisng soldier named Peopidas. With other exiles
he took refuge in Athens, but he had no intention of remain-
ing there. Carefully choosang his time and laying his plans
he returned to Thebes in disguise with twelve companions,
obtained access to the dligarchs at a banquet, killed them,
and proclaimed the freedom of the city. The dtizens rallied
totheliberatorsen masse. The Spartan garrison wasallowed
to depart, and it remained to be ssen whether Thebes could
make good her defiance of Sparta. For a time Athens was
her ally, but Athens heart was not in thewar, and when she
made her peace with Sparta, Thebes was left to fight her
battle practically alone.

Thebes, while by far the gronges city of Bomtia, had
never had at all the pre-eminence in Hellas of Athens and
Sparta. Shewas probably thethird city of Grescein military
grength, and during the Pdoponnesan War she had ben a
valuable ally of Sparta, a bitter enemy of Athens. Yet her
reputation had never quite recovered from her alliance with
Xerxes, nor had she ever shown any real gatesmanship, any
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condructive genius any truly Hellenic feding or Helenic
idealiam. In literature and the arts she ranked far down in
the ligt of Gresk cities, though she could boast two names
revered by every Helene, Hesod and Pindar. Poalitically
an oligarchy of rich landlords, holding work in such contempt
that no one could be dected to a magistracy who had within
twelve years engaged in trade, intelectually barren, unpro-
ductivein art, contributing to the rich sore of Grek my-
thology its mod terrible and repulsive legends never loved,
never trusted, never honored, Thebeswas the one Gresk city
of any dze to which pogterity owesleas. Yet under capable
leaders she had always been formidable in war. It was on
thefied of battle that she was now to make her one bid for
immortality, and that she succesded was due to the man she
chose to be her leader, Epaminondas, the friend of Pelopidas

The name of Epaminondas is sadly congpicuous in the
long list of Greek soldiers and datesmen by virtue of its
freedom from blot. Citizen of Thebes though he was he
had the virtues that we leas assodate with his city. No
gain of gread, of crudty, of pride, of treachery ssams ever
to have touched him. He was a philosopher and a teacher,
and his very gentleness made the dligarchs who exiled Pelop-
idas permit Epaminondas to remain. He had no hand in the
killing of the dligarchs and the overthrow of their power.
But when Thebes refused to conoade the terms of peace
demanded by Sparta and the Spartan king Cleombrotus
invaded Bomtia, it was Epaminondas, sudent of war as
well as of philosophy, who led the Theban defense

The Spartan army of invason greatly outhnumbered the
Thebans and their Boeotian auxiliaries. In reputation there
was 0 little comparison that a Theban soldier might well
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have consdered his army defeated before the battle was
begun. Y et when the two forces met at Leuktra (371 B.C.),
a little town southwest of Thebes, the Thebans pierced the
hitherto invincible Spartan line, won a decisve victory,
and practically ended the Spartan supremacy at a blow.
Epaminondas had devisad a new battle formation. To meet
a uperior force of warriorsindividually equal to hisown in
the usual battle array would have ben to invite certain
defeat. He resolved, therefore, to concentrate his strength
on one point, and when that one point was overwhdmed to
attack the more or less disorganized enemy along the whole
line. His left wing, composad of picked men, was made a
0lid mass fifty files degp. As it advanced, the center kept
alittlein the rear and the right ill farther in the rear, the
whole making a wedge of immense piercing strength. The
plan was a complete success  The Spartan line, twelve degp,
was broken and the battle won almost before the Theban
center and right had entered thefight at all.

The blow was a heavy one, and Sparta ssamed unable to
recover from it. Too proud to ak for peace she saw the
Pdoponnesos invaded, the Arcadian cities of the interior
encouraged to form a powerful league and worse still,
Messenia— aland that had been subject to absolute Spartan
control for centuries— made free and independent. Sparta
had logt the headship of even her own peninsula. Thebes,
though nether Sparta nor Athens ever acknowledged it,
had become thefirst state of Greece But it was a supremacy
that depended on the life of one man, and even the genius
of Epaminondas could not make it really effective. Year
after year saw weary and futilewar. Athens, still hoping to
regain her old empireand nolonger afraid of Sparta, became
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the ally of her old enemy against Thebes. The other cities
became allies of Thebes or of Athens or of Sparta according
to the measure and the direction of their fear, their jealousy,
or their hope of profit. Leagues were formed only to be split
asunder by internal dissensons. Gresce was nearing the
abyss.

The life of Epaminondas, we have said, was a necessity
to the Theban supremacy. In the state of affairs that existed
throughout the Greek world it is hard to se that any one
man’slifegreatly mattered for the permanent good of Greece.
There are some wounds, some diseases, before which the
ablest physicians stand helpless. The continuance of the
Spartan supremacy, had Sparta been able to retain her old
energy, might have brought peace and unity either through
Spartan rule or through the rise againgt her of confederacies
which would have been in themsdves atraining in co-opera-
tion. But the Peace of Antalkidas— the King's Peace as it
was called — and the overthrow of Sparta had left Hellas a
turmoil of warring cities, no one city powerful enough to
create order, all aliketoo blinded and fevered to raise afinger
for sanity and peace. In due time Epaminondas fell at the
head of his victorious Thebansin his fourth invasion of the
Peloponnesos, at the battle of Mantineia, 362 B.C. But the
fact isinteresting only because of his personality. The power
of Thebes ended with her great soldier's death. But the wars
of Greek against Greek neither dackened nor increased.

Far in the north, beyond the Cambunian Mountains, was
the kingdom of Macedon. The Greek who might journey
north from Athens, through Basotia and Phocis, through the
narrow gates of Thermopylaeand across the plain of Thessaly,
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would fed as he neared the Vale of Tempe and saw the
massve heights of Ossa and Pdion that he was approaching
the boundaries of Hellas. Northward lay the lands of bar-
barians— Macedonians and lllyrians. Yet if the Mace-
donians were hardly Helenes neither were they quite bar-
barians. The true Macedonians were probably of mixed
Greek and Thracian blood. Indeed this was s generally
admitted that Macedonian princes had been alowed to
compete in the Olympic festival.

Thucydides, writing some fifty years before Macedon
began to be a menace to Greece, thus briefly described the
northern kingdom. ‘There is an uppe Macedon, which is
inhabited by Lyncestians and other tribes, thexe are the
allies and tributaries of the lower Macedonians, but have
kings of their own. Themaritime country which we now call
Macedon was conquered and formed into a kingdom by
Alexander, the father of Perdiccas and his ancegors the
Temenidag who originally came from Argos’ If wefigurea
Lowland king at Edinburgh of Danish or English sock
holding the Gadlic tribes of the Highlands in precarious sub-
jection, weshall haveafair notion of the postion and problem
of the Greek or sami-Greek kings of Macedon at their capital
of Aigai or Pelainreationtothelllyrian and Pssonian tribes
of the hill country to the north and west. The Macedonians
and ther kings were normally dronger, but not much
gronger, than ther les civilized vassls and their suprem-
acy was congtantly shaken by risngs of the dans.

In the earlier part of the fourth century none of the war-
ring cities of Gresce had any sious interest in Macedon,
Athens quite frequently used the kingdom as an ally in her
efforts to control the Greek odonies of the threepronged
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Chalcidic peninsula, more espedially Amphipoalis or Olynthos.
It never occurred to dther Athens or Sparta when they
fought these Chalcidic colonies that their real enemy was at
Aigai and Pdla, and that they were weakening cities that
might become pricdess allies. Nor did they realize the stua-
tion even when at lagt Philip I | , a gatesman and military
leader of the very firs rank, became regent of Macedon in
the year 359 B.C. For hisfirs problem was not the conques
of Greece, but the complete reduction of the mountain dans,
and it was an easy matter to avoid the awakening of any
jealous fear in the still formidable cities to the south.

It had so happened that when Philip was a boy of fourteen
and his country in the throes of civil war, a Theban army
under Pelopidas entered Macedon in the interests of one of
the contending parties. When the Thebans withdrew they
took with them certain hotages among them the young
prince. For threeyears Philip remained at Thebes sudying
the art of war and government under the mog brilliant
genera that Gresce had ever produced. When he became
regent he had the opportunity to put hislessonsinto practice.
The Theban power had ben basad on an effective citizen
army and on the magerly tactics of Epaminondas. Philip
st himsdf to condruct an even more powerful army, to
equip and train a large body of cavalry on which he counted
for enveoping and breaking his opponent's wings, and to
perfect the phalanx — not the wedge of Epaminondas, but
the usual s0lid line of heavy-armed troops, drilled to ma-
neuver in open order and carrying a goear much longer than
had bean cusomary. With infinite patience he created his
army and accugomed it to his tactics One by one he
crushed his unruly feudatories, and when he took the crown
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in 356 B.C. —thebirth year of hisson Alexander — hewas
already well on hisway to being magter of a united kingdom
and an invinciblearmy. The dansmen found that by serving
under their conquerar they could have their fill of fighting
and at the same time fed the pride of membership in what
was fagt becoming the finest army in theworld. The High-
land regimentsin the army of Wolfe before Quebec might be
condgdered a not entirely inapt paralle to the Illyrian and
Lyncegtian regimentsin the army of Philip.

Bit by bit the way was prepared for the conquest of Greece.
Master of the art of war as he was, Philip was too cautious
to rely absolutdy on his army. His policy throughout his
reign of twenty years was the beg illustration of the snister
motto ' Divideet impera — conquer by dividing— that history
has recorded. We are concerned in this book with therise,
the flowering, the fruition, and — alas— the dedine of a
peoples genius not with the statecraft of princes It is not
necessary to tell in its meancholy detail how Philip con-
ciliated the Olynthiac L eague by giving to them diverscities
which werein his power but for which he had noimmediate
use how he pleased Athens by acknowledging her right to
Amphipalis, how he encouraged the Athenians to fight their
(and his) enemiesin Chalcidice and Thrace — preparing his
way while he was busy dsewhere— and soothed their fears
when he finally decided to crush Olynthos, how he looked
on gladly and made good use of his time while Mausolus
of Caria gtirred up Rhodes, Cos, and Chios to war againg
their Athenian overlords and while Thebes fought the
Phocians how he intervened at a wel-judged moment to
help some of the Thessalian barons to crush others, leaving
him mager of all; how he intervened even more skillfully
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to punish the Phodans when their sacrilegious hands had
sizad the treasury at Delphi; how by craft he obtained
possesson of the vital pass of Thermopylag and how at last
when it was too late Athens and Thebes combined in a
desperate effort to avert the inevitable and were utterly
defeated in the decisve battle of Chaaonea (338 B.C.).

Anyonewho wishes to sse thewhole drama from the point
of view of a man who bdieved with all his heart and soul
in Athens, in Hellas, and in the doomed liberties of thecity-
dates may turn to the gexthes of Demoghenes The
greatest of Greek orators was the mogt powerful and con-
gant of Philip's enemies All that one man—and that
man no soldier — could do to make Athens pursue a conss-
ent anti-Macedonian policy was done by Demogshenes. But
hiswarningsfell on dull ears Athens had wasted her strength
and her wealth in fighting vain battles againg a soore of
Gresk dates from Amphipolis to Byzantium and from
Byzantium to Rhodes, When the supreme crigs came, she
was shorn of all but a tithe of her ancient srength. And
when Demogthenes sought to create a pan-Helenic alliance
againg Philip, hemet the samejealousies thesametreachery,
the same wish to be on the winning 9de, the same eyeto the
main chance, and the same cheerful willingness to be bribed
that had been the curse of Hdlas for generations. His was
anobledream. But hewasfighting for a causethat had been
los before he was born. The city-gates had destroyed
themsdves and the king of Macedon smply sepped in to
srikethefinal blow and taketheprizeof victory.

Y et few have condemned Demogthenes for his champion-
ship of alogt cause, or Athensfor her belated awakening and
final unavailing Sruggle, a sruggle that was repeated until
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it ended at last in the complete extinction of her liberties
at the hands of Antipater in 322 B.C. Eight years after
Chagronea, Demosthenes, in a spexcth of noble pathos®
defended his own gand and that of his city. His words
may remain a uffident vindication of thefree and independ-
ent Athens that was passing away, the Athens whose weak-
neses we may sorrowfully remember for their warning, and
whose greathesswe may never cease to honor.

| affirm that if the futurehad been apparent tousall...
neverthdess, the State ought not to have deviated from
her coursg, if e had regard to her own honor, the tradi-
tions of the padt, or the judgment of posterity. Asit is,
dhe is looked upon as having failed in her policy —the
common lot of all mankind when such isthewill of heaven;
but if, claiming to be the foremost date of Greece, she
had desrted her pod, she would have incurred the re-
proach of betraying Gresceto Philip. If we had abandoned
without a gruggle all which our fathers braved every
danger to win, who would not have spurned us?... How
could we have looked in the face the srangers who flock
to our city, if things had reached their present pas—
Philip the chosn leader and lord of all — while others
without our assgance had borne the druggle to avert
this consummation? We!' who have never in times past
preferred inglorious safety to peril in the path of honor!
Isthere a Gresk or a barbarian who does not know that
Thebesat the height of her power, and Sparta beforeher —
aye, and even the king of Perda himsdf — would have
been only too glad to compromise with us and that we
might have had what we chose and possesssd our own in

1 On the Crown, usually regarded as the greatest of the orations of
Demosthenes. It isworth careful reading throughout in this connection,
for it is a review and defense of his whole political life, and a valuable,
though of course one-sided, statement of the policy and achievementa

aof Philip.
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peace, had we been willing to obey orders and to suffer
another to put himself at the head of Greece? But it was
not possible—it was not a thing which the Athenians of
those days could do. It was against their nature, their
genius, their traditions, and no human persuasions could
induce them to side with a wrong-doer because he was
powerful, and to embrace subjection because it was safe....

If by your vote you condemn my policy you will pro-
nounce yourselves to have been in the wrong, instead of
having suffered what has befallen you through the cruel
injustice of fortune. But it cannot be; you have not been
in the wrong, men of Athens, in doing battle for the free-
dom and salvation of all; | swear by your forefathers,
who bore the battle's brunt at Marathon; by those who
stood in arms at Platees; by those who fought the sea
fight at Salamis; by the heroes of Artemisium, and by
many more whose resting-place in our national monuments
attests that, as our country buried, so she honored, all
alike— victors and vanquished. She was right; for what
brave men could do, all did, though a higher power was
master of their fate.’

So Athens spoke her last valiant word, heedless of the
roar of battle far away in Asia, where Greek soldiers were
shaking to pieces the kingdom of Persia, watering their
horses in the Jordan, the Nile, or the Euphrates, and girding
themselves for the mighty rush that was to carry the Greek
tongue to the passes of the Himalayas and the plains of
northern India.



CHAPTER XI

Plato
|

THE city-states had demonstrated the terrible paradox
that self-determination, carried toitslogical end, means
self-destruction. The passon for freedom had made freedom
impossible. So in telling the story of the Greeks from the
Peloponnesian War to the battle of Chaeronea, it has seemed
unavoidable to present it as the story of a down curve. Yet
the reducing of history to a ssimple diagram, however pleasing
for the moment, is embarrassing unless, like Rousseau, we
'begin by setting asdethe facts' Something tragic and ruin-
ous undoubtedly was happening to the Greek people in the
fourth century. A real declineand fall did take place. But it
was not a decline and fall in intelligence; it was not uniform;
outside of politics it was perceptible only on a scale of cen-
turies; and some agpects of the story show, not growing weak-
ness but magnificent vitality. All of which is distressing to
the systematic mind, but is entirely human and not in the
least unique. Degeneration and regeneration are oddly inter-
woven in complex patterns; the down curves of history are
often accompanied by, even caused by, up curves;, and this
was certainly true of the Greek genius after the age of Pericles,
even after the age of Alexander. It was still to enter on new
phases and to play a great part in the history of the next six

hundred years.
Nevertheless, something died. The Greeks did at last lose
their distinctive vision and power, and if their soul was im-
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mortal it was to find rebirth in new forms that Sophodes
would not have recognized. It would berash to say that such
a catagrophe took placein the fourth century and can be as-
dgned a date. But it does ssam true that, if the posshilities
of decay were present in the Athens of Themigodes and of
Perides they became more evident as time went on and
swifter in their working out. The age of Praxitdes and Plato
and Aristotle was hardly an age of cdlapse, heavy with doud
as the future might be. But it was an age of disllusonment,
of consdous interpretation, of criticism, and criticism is
rarely of any use to those criticized. The Jeremiah or the
Aristotle who is mog pricdess to future generations is most
hdpless to avert calamity from his own. Indeed, when the
symptoms of spiritual dissese can be destribed and dassfied
— whether with reproach or with approval, whether ideal-
ized or condemned — the very accuracy of the diagnods may
hagen the end too clearly ssen. Prophets and philosophers
arein their way portents of disaser.

So it is aswe near the dose of our story, that we come to
two of the greates names in the Gresk record, Plato and
Arigotle. To think of them as devisng subtle and ingenious
gygdems of metaphyscs, however brilliant, is to misunder-
gand them. They were men looking at a real world of which
they were part, congdering what it was all about, wherein it
was failing and how it could arrive at peace Unlike as they
were in many respects both were interested in much the
same things, both were interpreters and critics of the four
great ways in which the Gresk genius had found expresson.
And in ther effort to interpret these, they were together the
founders of western philosophy — touching sdence in its
saarch for causes religion in its concentration on ultimate
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values, concarned always with the human problem, man's
placein the difficult and confusng world that helivesin.

It is rash, of course, to esk of the 'four’ ways in which
the Gresk genius had found expresson, but it hasits conven-
ience too. Thus, when we call Thales the Milesan and his
uccessr's the first European scientists we have in mind a
gries of thinkerswho each in hisown way saw theworld asa
guestion and tried to answer it. Their speculations born of
curiogty, began the long and exciting history of rationalism.
Now besde the inquiries of the stientiss we may place the
achievements of poets, painters, ar chitects, and sculptorswho
saw things not as quegtions but as parts of possble pictures,
possble harmonies, details to be put together, tangles to be
untangled, disorder to be reduced to order, noise to be re-
0lved into musc, the formless and meaningless to be given
purpossful and meaningful form. Almost or quite indistin-
guishable from this was the effort to create an adequate
political order—an effort that failed, but that was urged by
an emational intensity and an anxious wisdom that made
even the failure a permanent heritage of western civilization.
Then thereisthefeding for thewonder of theworld that we
asodate with Orphism, Dionysus, the Pythagoreans that
breathed passon into the poetry of Pindar and Aschylusand
gave life to the forms of Greek art. The sscond of thesg, the
snge for form, is no doubt the dominant one, what we have
maog in mind when we use the word Hellenic, but they all
moved Socrates when he began to make them spedific by
critical analyss in order to find how they might contribute
to good and effective living. And this dangerous but ussful
task of examining and integrating therational, the asshdic,
and the mystical approaches to the puzzle of man and his
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world wastaken up by Plato— theheir of Thalesand Her a-
clitus, of Aschylusand Phidias, of Pythagoras and Socrates.

[l

Platowasborn in Athensin theyear 427 B.C. — about the
time of the death of Perides and the completing of the Par -
thenon. He grew to manhood during theterrible yearsof the
Pdoponnesan War, and he lived for another half-century
during the confuson and anxiety of a painful trangtion,
through the collapse of the old political and reigious order.
Hewas still a young man when Agospotami ended the Athe-
nian Empire, not yet thirty when the Athenian democracy
killed Socrates, he saw the Peace of Antalkidas, the humil-
iation of Sparta at the hands of Epaminondas, the brief
glory and quick failure of Thebes; in hislater yearsthe black
cloud of Macedon was gathering in the north, and he died at
the age of eighty — nine years before Chagonea. All these
things, the barren victories of Lysander and Conon and
Ageslacs, the intrigues of paliticians, the passons and jeal-
oudes of the cities, must have been matters of intense and
anxious moment to him as to every thoughtful Gresk of his
time. Hewaslivingin sormy times, with small likelihood of
peace ahead, and the phrase so familiar to us— ‘to make the
wor ld safe for democracy’ — would have ssamed to him gro-
tesque and bitter irony.

Yet through these regless and calamitous years he had
something of the same mental detachment as we s for in-
gance, in Thucydides, and it is possble too that such detach-
ment was less difficult to a lofty and powerful mind in the
fourth century than it might have been in the age of Perides.
City patriotism was dowly burning itself out. The famous
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Johnsonian dictum that patriotism is the lagt refuge of a
sooundrd expresses very well thereaction of a certain type of
mind to the love of country that has degenerated into ignoble
partisanship or declamatory fireworks. It was increasngly
possble to look at political phenomena and at sodal and
moral problems objectively, to estimate them with a certain
dispassonate and disillusoned aloofness®  In fourth-century
Gresce there was no great smvesp of noble but perhaps blind-
ingreligiousor patriotic emotion to confuse ones per pective.
Rationalism, individualism, impatient radicalism, liberated
and running loose, weretaking the place of sodal enthusasms
and sodal virtues as the old formsin morals and palitics lost
ther vitality.

M any minds, when their old supportscrumble, rdapseinto
reklesness But somefind in the decay of outworn forms a
gimulusto the discovery of better ones and to the sudent of
higory the spectade of athousand vesdsthat havelogt ther
anchorage running on the rodks is less ingructive than the
Sght of one geering for the open s In Plato's heart Athens
was giving place to the City of God.? For he saw dearly the
fatal trend of hiscity's politics, the disintegration of not only
moral gandards but of the character foundation — so hard
to define, but expressd to some extent by our word morale—
that makes possble any moral sandardsat all. It was inded
beyond his power to suggest an immediately workable re-
medy for the madness and futility all around him. But he
could survey the chaos and try to find a possble line of intel-
lectual, moral, and sodia recongruction that might clarify

! Republic, 496E, but see whole passage, 492-496 (Book V).
2 *Thepoet has said, “Dear City of Cecrops!" and shall not | say,
“Dear City of God "!" (Marcus Aurelius, 1V, 23).
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and recondle the confussd wishes of thoughtful minds. To
those who found the* practical facts of their age in debates,
dections, platforms, diplomatic intrigues, and palices he
might ssem academic; and yet to this he, like all of his type
then and snce, might answer that he was no more academic
than the physcian who attacks, not the external symptoms
of a dissaz, but the hidden and degp-sested malady, and
who sees the only curein therighting of avital function that
has gone wrong.

Héelas was afflicted with a deadly ailment that was— to
Plato— wholly spiritual, preoccupation with thewrongthings.
It could be healed only by 'turning the eye of the soul to the
light.” And if it could not be healed, then at least there might
be some few who would avoid theabyssand carry on asaving
message to a lessfoolish and storm-driven generation. Which
was, of course, what happened. Platonism, like Christianity,
hashad a curioushistory and has passad through many phasss
that might have repdled Plato himsdf, but it never died and
never entirely log its redesming power.! For the dissase he
saw was not peculiar to his time and race, but is always pre-
sent and ismog virulent in an age of acute intdligence, tense
nerves and shaken sandards

How then can onelearn to' turn the eye from the perishing

! s¢= Adam, The Vitality of Platonism, and the first chapters of
Taylor, Platonism, and Burnet, Platonism, two of the smallest and most
illuminating of the multitude of books on Plato and his message. Those
who wish to go more deeply into the matter will find guidance in Pro-
fessor Paul Shorey'sUnity of Plata's Thought, and What Plato Said. The
best complete translation of Plato's dialogues is that of Jowett in five
volumes (Clarendon Press). Eight of them are contained in three
volumes of Macmillan's Golden Treasury Series. One of these is the
Republic, which is also published separately in convenient form by the
Clarendon Press.
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world towhat isreal and eternal'? How did Plato go about
his search for ‘reality," and had heany clear idea asto what
hewould find?

Plato's philosophy, so far as we have it, is contained in
the dialogues, and is conveyed by the living, ever-flowing
medium of conversation (dialectic).® The dialogue, like the
drama, deliberately puts the writer and hisviews into the
background, so that the tendency of the written word to
harden thought into fixity and finality is neutralized. In
nearly all of these ostensibly reported conversations, Plato's
beloved teacher Socratesisrepresented astheleading figure.
Thereisnoattempt at formal unity or systematic treatment,
and to a modern student, accustomed to textbooks and
treatises, the dialogues, with all their richness of suggestion,
their penetrating criticisms, their flashes of beauty and
prophetic insight, are often bewildering and even exasperat-
ing. We expect from a serious book accurate information
or well-reasoned conclusions or both. Plato gives us neither.
Yet to a twentieth-century mind, weary of contradictory
dogmatisms, his method is peculiarly invigorating in its
plasticity, its refusal to rest content with any 'system.’
Onedoes not need to be a disciple to find perennial charm in
the vivid human color of the dialogues, their good-natured

! Dialectic came to mean what we call metaphysics and then came
to mean logic. Plato uses the word often as meaning philosophy. But
it must be remembered that before Aristotle none of these words had
any rigid, precise significance. Philosophy was literally the' love of
wisdom, not a closdy reasoned structure of thought on which you
wrote essays and passed examinations. Dialectic was conversation,
discusson, argument, that should clear up misunderstanding, an oral
examination in which examiner and students were indistinguishable,
all co-operatingin an inquiry. When it was organized and systematized
into logic— as it was very soon, notably by Aristotle—it gained in
precision, but logt in spontaneity and flexibility.
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sword-play, their combination of earnetness with large and
uncondrained open-mindedness, their trangtions from subtle
logic and flights of imagination to practical common-snse

It was not in his method, however, that Plato mog in-
fluenced both his own people and sucossding ages It was
snothered by the didactic, homiletic, expostory, legal, and
dogmatic habits of mind that were more congenial to the
later Greeks, the Romans, and the Chrigtian fathers. What
did perag for ages was a certain intensity of conviction that
burns through all the argumentative diversity of the dia-
logues all their apparent casuaness— the conviction that
truth can be found, not by sght and touch, not by ‘sense
experience’ but by a spiritual vison that s through ap-
pearance to fact, through the insgnificant to the sgnificant;
and that so far asit is found it liberates and trandorms as
nothing dse can. Behind the dialectician was a poet and a
preacher, behind the play of argument the certainty that
the world of the snss is evanescent, inconsequent, unreal,
concedling by its congant change a dhangdess and eternal
reality of the spirit, to be apprehended only by the purified
soul.  To dress this overmuch turns Plato into a Platonigt,
which would be a pity. But the fact remains that it was
Plato's mygticiam, not his open mind and his large outlook
and his moral earnestness that was insgparably assocated
with his name for two thousand years.

Now Plato was undoubtedly something of a Platonist.
But his Platonism was never quite that of his followers
because his mygicism never wholly excaped from experience
or wanted to. He was facing a tremendous problem for
which there was no easy or external solution, living in an
anxious and ungable world in which people had got all their
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values twisted and out of perspective. Nothing would do
any good except seeing the Truth — and the point of using
the definite article and the capital T is his conviction that
there is a fundamentally right way to regard the whole
matter of living. Truth that will issuein fruitful knowledge,
goodness, and hope is the aim of Plato's philosophy. He
never found it possible to reduce that philosophic vision to
precise statement, to define and describe and make a formula
or a creed. And if he had, his definition of Truth—no
matter how good — would have been less effective than his
faith in its reality, its attainableness, and its value.

[

Nevertheless, Plato's successors were bound to see whether
they could not find in their master some kind of definite
philosophic gospel. Happily or unhappily they found one,
and it has been called the 'Theory of Ideas.' But that word
' theory' created a misunderstanding from the outset. Plato
did set forth frequently what might be called doctrines,
sometimes brilliantly illuminating, sometimes as fleeting and
inconsequent as sparks from a torch. But to select any of
these as a 'theory of ideas' is to ignore the fluidity of the
dialogue method, in which a doctrine is not a final thing,
but only away of putting a possible solution of the problem
into dogmatic form for convenience of inspection and criti-
cism. The problem itself was as old as human thought —
the reconciling of the jumble of contradictions and futilities
that life seems to be with an ineradicable faith in order and
purpose. Plato was, so to speak, experimenting all the time,
often finding clues to what he was looking for, never reaching
an absolute conclusion. And yet, having made this reserva-
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tion, one may admit that the ‘theory of ideas is not wholly
a myth. Back of all the experiments there is a constant
faith in something ‘in whom there is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning,” and to express this he uses—in dialogue
after dialogue of his early and middle life — the word that
has given its name to the whole movement and attitude to
life called Idealism.

Theword 'idea’ meansin the English vernacular a notion,
a thought, a mental picture, or something of the sort, but
to a Greek it meant form. Now 'form’ is a word that does
not seem to belong to philosophic or scientific language at
all. Its dgnificance to us is aesthetic, implying arrangement,
so that formless means confused, unarranged, and to give
a thing form is to make it orderly and intelligible in a sort
of pictorial way. Perhaps then the English word does have
some of the Greek meaning. As we use it an ‘idea’ is at
least an effort — however lazy, casual, uninformed — to put
things together and make snse out of them. Similarly, any-
thing that isformed — a table, a building, a mathematical
proposition, a political constitution — is not just a sum of
atom added to atom, figuretofigure, law to law, but an aes-
thetic whole in which an integrating idea makes the partsinto
something different from any of them, something that fulfills
a purpose, performs a function, resolves a problem. That is
to say, form, in being aesthetic, is also dynamic and creative,
devising a way out of confusion.

This may seem an unnecessarily fantastic inflation and
distortion of the word 'form.'* Perhapsit is, and perhaps it

! Plato really usesthree words, eidos, idea, and paradeigma, usually
translated by our words ‘form,” ‘idea,” and * pattern.’ In discusson and
comment it is cusomary and no doubt convenient to use only idea—
ignoring the difference between the Greek snse and the English. The
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would be better to discard it and concentrate on such words
as 'reason’ or 'understanding' or 'intelligence." Plato did
not think so, however, much as he respected reason as the
power by which we apprehend forms. Reason is, as we say,
subjective. Itisto the mind what the eye is to the body —
an indispensable instrument for seeing, yet quite usdess if
it sees nothing and worse than usdess if it sees what is not
there or sees in wrong perspective and so leads to misguided
behavior. The Idea is the thing to be seen, the only thing
worth seeing, that which ties together and gives meaning to
the 'appearances' (phenomena) that are the raw material
of sense experience. The eye alone sees not a picture but
colors, and the ear alone hears not harmony or melody but
sounds. The senses cannot s the form that gives the im-
pressions coherence any more than the clear eye of a savage
can 'see' the engine of an ocean liner. He sees not an engine
but ajumble of steel. The things that really count are the
things we do not see with our eyes at all, the animating,
creating, forming Ideas without which the visible world
could not be known, could not even be.

Obviously, to the external shape meaning that the word
'form' ordinarily has, Plato adds an active meaning — some-
what as later philosophers did with theword 'nature’ (natura
naturans, natura naturata — nature as creative, forming, and
nature as created, formed, each implying the other). But,
at any rate, if thereisany 'doctrineof ideas," it is not so much
a theory as a way of looking at life, a conviction as to what a
searcher for real and fruitful wisdom ought tolook for, andin
French and Germans do the same thing, and it is, of course, mideading
if we are not careful. Any one word would be mideading, though, if we
insst on giving it an invariable, rigidly consstent meaning irrespective
of the context.
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that sen®e it is to be found everywhere in Plato. Different
dialogues stress different aspects of it, different in angle and
range and certainty, but always saying that the key to any-
thing and everything isits Idea. Only as you find the ideas
of things do you discover what isreally there. They are hard
to find, not because they are complicated, but because they
are so confused by our ignorance, our bodily senses our pas-
sons, even by our ‘common-sense’ It is like looking for law
in the jungle, like listening to music in a battle or a storm,
like looking for a picture under an ash-heap.

But never was difficult search undertaken with such dis-
arming leisureliness, such benignant persisence, such con-
stant— even exasperating— good humor in the face of
repeated failure. The earlier dialogues seem to begin any-
where and to end nowhere. Aristotle tells us that 'two
things might rightly be attributed to Socrates. inductive
reasoning and universal definitions.” It may be true of the
Socrates that we do not know, but thecurious thing isthat
Plato's Socrates is not particularly inductive and never does
achieve a definition. In the Charmides temperance is dis
cused, but has to be left undefined, and it is so with friend-
ship in the Lysisand courage in the Laches. Evenin such a
later dialogue as the Republic, if justice is defined (i.e., its
idea comprehended and stated), the definition has no assur-
ance of finality, and you fed that another and better one
might be proposed tomorrow. Definitions are suggested only
to be pulled to pieces, and in the end you are left still ques-
tioning. One might almost suspect that Plato is pointing to
the concluson that when you define a thing in the ordinary
way you isolate it, take it out of its context, and thereby Kill
its meaning. So that while his Socrates does persistently ask
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for a definition, heis doing it, not expecting to find one, but
to get people out of a bad habit.

Yet taking a number of dialogues together one does seem
to discover an illuminating principle emerging through the
pleasant fog of 'trial-and-error' discusson. Just as it is
impossible to define (i.e., give the boundaries of) France or
Saxony except in terms of the map of Europe, so temper-
ance, friendship, courage, and justice are not definable in
themselves because they are not things in themsalves, but
are closdy related aspects of something larger which might
be called — say — Goodness or the Good. ‘The Good' is
itself nearly defined in the Gorgias and the sixth book of the
Republic, but not precisdy, not as you would define a circle
or atriangle, for it islike defining the infinite, like describing
God. Yetjust asafinger or arib hasno meaning apart from
a man, and a leaf has no meaning apart from a tree, so any
one good thing — friendship or justice—is good relatively
to the all-inclusive goodness that you have to assume before
this or that kind of goodness can be called good at all. This
seeing of thingsin their right relationsis not the whole story,
but it is an important part of the story, for it means the
finding of a standard of judgment —in the long run an
ultimate standard.

It would be easy to infer that Plato had in mind the me-
chanical, mathematical orderliness of later thought — trees
and tables, beauty and courage, alike ‘parts of one stupendous
whole,” but for one passage that would justify such an in-
ference there are fifty that make it more than doubtful. All
one can say isthat the form of anything isits essential reality
and is yet intelligible only, first, in relation to more compre-
hensive forms, then in relation to the Form of Good, or, as
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we might say, God. Thesaarch for truthis, in short, a ques
tion of relating every detail to that which alonewill explain
it, thewhole of which it isa part, an agpect of Platonism —
perhaps a doubtful agpect — that Tennyson expresses very
aptly in gx familiar lines

'Flower in the crannied wall,

| pluck you out of the crannies

| hold you here, root and all, in my hand,
Littleflower, but if | could undersand
What you are, root and all and all in all,

| should know what God and man is’

Whether this is predsdy Plato or not, it comes do to
what he was trying to dear up. But of course thereis a
difficulty. We can s the flower, but the farther we follow
its reationships, the more hdpless we are, our ordinary
modes of reasoning log in an infinite complexity. The trou-
ble is that, when we leap from familiar things and familiar
ways of thinking to unseen and intangible 'forms’ and then
toaunifying* Form of Good' weareunsureof our footing and
handicapped by the dumsy diffness of the words we have to
uee Turn thisworld of Ideasinto a legal and dogmatic sys-
tem like Calvin's or a mechanical sysem like Newton's, and
the matter becomes smpler, but Plato could not do that.
He was too much of an artist and a poet to be satisfied with
an explanation that did not explain. He was indeed aware
that his own explanation did not explain ether, though he
often came back to it. So comparison, hypothesis, trial flights
of exploring imagination, myths, and parableswere called in
to help. In the later dialogues the search for absolute truth
became more and more complex, and the word 'form' was
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lessand lessused. Plato'sconviction asto the spiritual bads
of reality became ever dearer and more pogtive and yet
harder to gtate in exact terms.

But if what we might regard as the Pythagorean strain in
his work became increasingly evident, the Socratic was never
logt. If hewasa mystic and in hisway — not an aimless way,
though — a speculative dreamer, he was 0 not from indo-
lence, but because he had to reach far beyond his knowledge
to make what he did know mean anything. He was no more
and no less a dreamer than Copernicus and Newton were
and for the same reason — trying to make a picture into
which his facts would fit. Not only fit, but come alive, have
value for living. For all through he was a pragmatigt,
Sverdy sorutinizing every formula and asking not only the
academic quegtion ‘What is Truth? but ‘What difference
does it make?

What he evidently wanted to find was not truth in the
sne of mechanical corregpondence with fact — irrespective
of value; but truth that would show the meaning of things, a
due to the difference between knowledge and opinion, good
and evil, worth and worthlesness His interest was not in
the physcal world, but in human bengs their relation to
one ancther, their wish to s clearly and act wisdy and their
proneness to s crookedly and act in foolish ways that bring
dissger. Getting and clarifying the facts, going about the
solving of human problems by what we call the scentific
method, did not occur to him, and if it had he could not have
followed it because he had not the equipment. In all proba-
bility he would have digrusted it. The preiminary sep —
getting the facts—is so infinitely difficult, the temptation
to build arrogantly on the scanty data of the laboratory is
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so insidious, that the chance of error and complacent dogma-
tism would seem too great. As, for instance, in the modern
application of experimental psychology to education. At any
rate, he preferred and followed the way of dialectic, with its
stress on imaginative tried and error, constructive fancy and
analogy, definition, analysis, hypothesis and synthesis,
carried on under the stimulus of relentless cross-examination.
He was of the tribe of Descartes and Spinoza rather than of
Bacon, of the mathematicians than of the experimental
scientists. We have learned in some measure to combine
mathematical reasoning with experiment. So did the
Alexandrians. Plato did not.

In this Plato was a true Hellene. Speaking generally the
Greek mind would have seen far less certainty in an observed
fact than in, for instance, the proposition that 2+2=4, far
less value in an experiment than in analogy and logic, in
astute speculation and keen reasoning. In observation there
is the observer to consider, with his mind twisted by all
sorts of preconceptions and blinded by his reliance on five
gross and untrustworthy senses. In mathematics one can
take wings, spurn the earth, and reach absolute and universal
truth. Thisdoesnot mean that Plato tried to solve theriddle
of life by mathematics— only that mathematics gave him
a clue, asit did to Pythagoras. For the universal truth of
mathematics is made possible by getting rid of all sense
attributes of a thing, all of its qualities but one that isin-
dependent of human error or personal eccentricity or time
or space. Thisiswhat we call abstraction, which islike any
other kind of analysis, but refers as a rule to concentration
on what only the mind can apprehend, like number or direc-
tion or goodness or justice, things not real in one sense, to
be sure, but immensely real in another.
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But after all Plato was more of an artist than a mathema-
tician. To say that his Ideas are logical abstractions, while
it does explain some of the things he says, is only apart of the
matter and the least important part. Abstraction, whether
mathematical or ethical, is a purely intellectual device,
enormously useful, but always assuming some larger thing
from which one aspect is 'taken away’ for study and manip-
ulation, the others being ignored asirrelevant. Plato was
abstracting the essentials from the accidents; not concen-
trating on one phase of a whole, but trying to find an all-
embracing Form that is the explanation and fulfillment of all
the details. A statute of Apollo may be of bronze or marble,
but its essential character, its idea, is not bronze or marble,
but Apollo. Moreover, Apolloisnotjust an outline and not
just a symbol. The artist has had to conquer the stubborn
material and out of the dead block of stone bring forth the
god —the living form always before his mind's eye giving
urge and power to his chisel; so that while in one sense the
artist creates in another sense the god creates, for without
Apollo there could be no statue of Apollo. Thusin the end
the figure is not marble and not a man but the god — the
texture of the stone and all accidental qualities subordinated
to one supreme ldea. Analyze a tree into details and you
will have sawdust. Analyze it to get rid of the details and
you will find not only the real tree but God in the tree.

v

'Whom,” asked Glaucon in the Republic, 'do you call
genuine philosophers? and Socrates answered, 'Those who
love to see truth." '"With regard to the philosophic nature,
let us take for granted that its possessors are ever enamored
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of all the learning that will reveal to them somewhat of the

real and permanent existencewhich isexempt from thevics-
Studes of generation and decay.’” This was no doubt the

fundamental concern of Plato throughout. In the uneasy

and shattered Hdlenic world of the fourth century, in a city

whoe government had forfeited his regpect and even his
interest, whose religion was purdy official, bdieved in by no

intelligent person and having no relation to actual life, he

was trying to find something that could not be shaken and

that would be a 'way of salvation.” To guide and encourage

him, he had the genius of his race for form, its passion

for perfection, and the curiosty that looks not so much for

origins and causss as for value, appropriateness, workable-

ness orderly fitness And he had inherited from his teachers
the faith that gives eagerness to search, the intdlectual

honesty that acknowledges ignorance and makes mysticism

a cread of energy and invitation. ‘Philosophy begins in

wonder.

But in gite of ther later reputation for subtlety, the
Grexks were in the main immensdy practical and Plato's
flights of hypothess were desgned not to evade facts but
to supplement and explain them. ldealists of later ages were
to dwel much on unity and order, to condgder the world's
discord 'harmony not understood, to reconcle good and
evil and to s in apparent evil universal good. Plato never
did. Evil isevil and discord is a fact and the world is dis-
orderly and the only divine foreordination is the decree of
Fate that if you make a mistake you pay for it. Evil isevil,
but the good iswhat counts. In an actual tree there may be
dissase, and caterpillars may be eating the leaves But the
worms are accidents, not part of the tree. There are plenty
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of discords in the world; but the task of the philosophers is
to concentrate on harmony and make it prevail, not torevere
or defend or excusethediscords

Indeed in the education of children he would not show the
discords at all. The growing boy will meet enough evil and
disorder. What neads to be presented to him is goodness or-
der, beauty — all that is condructive, nothing that is poison-
ous Thebad and disorderly are never worth contemplating.
In sdng evil and mentally sharing it we absorb it. In ssding
law and growth and order and mentally sharing it we absorb
that too. ' God invented and gave us Sght to the end that we
might behold the courses of intdligence in the heavens and
apply them to the courses of our own intelligence which are
akin to them, the unperturbed to the perturbed, and that we,
learning them and partaking of the natural truth of reason,
might imitate the unerring coursss of God and regulate our
own vagaries’* For God is not the author of all things, but
the author of good and the lover of concord. Where evil
oomes from Plato does not inquire. It is the enemy, and our
Satan might have ssamed to him a happy suggetion. But
from God comes only what is good, and it is God, not Satan,
whaose ways the wise man should condder.

The Forms are not then the fanciful creations of an ascetic
mind, ingenious dforts to exape from disagresable facts.
They are the essential facts. And covering and permeating
and explaining all the complex hierarchies of forms is God,
the Form of Good, the one supreme Fact of the Universg, the
source of all goodness beauty, and truth, in whom we live
and move and have our being. Plato's favorite illustration
for the Form of Good isthe sun,? and the metaphor ssmsob-

! Timoaus, 47. 2 Republic, VI, 508-09.
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vious enough to us with our familiar phrases 'the sun of
righteousness’ 'the Light of the World,” and our congtant
use of theword 'light" asapplied to spiritual things, to know-
ledge and mental clarity. But to Plato the sun in beng the
ource of light is the source of life itsdf. As darkness means
the absnce of light, ignorance and evil mean blindness to
what is mod real, the preference of shadow to sunlight, the
refusal to be truly alive.

When wetrandate the phrase Form of Good into our word
God — with its personal implication and its multitude of
Hebrew and Chrigtian assodation, we are of course taking a
risk: srictly speaking God is the one untrandatable word:
yet Hebrew prophet and Athenian philosopher traveled on
converging roads Asthe sure of all truthsto a Hebrew was
the conviction that 'the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom," s0 Plato is sure that 'the essntial Form of Good is
the highest object of all science... and if o, if, | say, we know
everything d<e perfectly without knowing this... it will profit
us nothing.' Plato and Christ, centuries apart in time and
approaching the problem of lifefrom radically different angles,
have yet something in common. There is no better summing
up of this agpect of Plato's teaching than the words, 'Seek ye
firg the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto you.'

Thisis, perhaps, the nearet we can come to a creed or a
gysgem of doctrine in the philosophy of Plato. He saw, as
the dramatists had sen, the terrible conflicc of man and
fate, the problem of the world's evil and suffering, and he
found it asimpossble to solveaswedo. But at least hedid
not solve it by denying it, by looking the other way, or by
what he conddered the blagphemous doctrine that God is
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Almighty and good, but does evil things." Hisway in theface
of the difficulty was the way of Phidias rather than of
Sophocles: if the bad things in life cannot be explained, let
us at least see that they are bad, to be regarded as distortions,
diseases, misgrowths, and concentrate on what is good, i.e.,
constructive.> And this insistence on the constructiveness of
what is good, on the blinding, paralyzing, destructive effect
of what is bad, is the point at which his 'theory of ideas
touches conduct. The way of wisdom is to clear our spiritual
vision, to strengthen our grasp on things fundamental. It
is to achieve the serenity of Edipus at Colonus and of the
Parthenon gods by fixing our eye on the divine, the harmoni-
ous, the permanent, silencing life's discords by refusing to be
confused by them. ‘Be ye therefore perfect' could have been
said by Plato and could be the initial and final text of all his
dialogues — the last word of Hellenism. The Greeks them-
selves were past hearing it, but the world has never wholly
forgotteniit.
! Republic 11, 378 and |11, 391.

2 This s, of course, the central point of the whole discussion of educa-
tion in Republic, Il and I11.



CHAPTER X1 |

Alexander and the Expansion of Hellas

WE HAVE spoken of Philip'svictory over the Athe-
nians and Thebans at Chazronea as a ‘conquest of
Greece’ The justice of such an expresson might be ques
tioned. Philip never called himself king of Greece and never
so regarded himself. In one ssne Chagronea is like Agos
potami and Leuktra, a battle that determined the primacy
of one state, its 'hegemony’ or leadership, its military su-
premacy, but not its complete political mastery over the
other Greek cities. Yet careful as the great Macedonian
was to treat the cities as sovereign states, more careful in
some ways than either Athens or Sparta had been in their
time, there was still something new in the situation. Chae
ronea is a really significant landmark. Philip was a king,
and he was not regarded as a pure Hellene. When the cities
were forced to regard him as their superior and to render
him something like homage, they bowed their heads not
before one of themsdves, one who was temporarily stronger
than they, but before a half-foreign king. It had yet to be
demonstrated that Chaxonea represented a final decision,
but we know that it was 0, and that when in due time the
Macedonian power was itself shattered, it was at the hands
not of the Greek states but of Rome. Never again were the
city-states to be in any real sense independent.

But for the moment Philip was not anxious to awaken
unnecessary hostility. He wanted the willing aid of the
Greeks, if he could get it, in a supremely great enterprise.
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His enemies he had to crush or render harmless before any-
thing d= could be done, but he preferred the Gresks as
friendsrather than as enemies. A congress of ddegates from
the cities was asked to meet him at Corinth. Sparta sood
aullenly and impotently aloof, but all the rest obeyed. This
firs meeting was preliminary, the inauguration of a con-
federacy whose diginction lay in its being practically pan-
Hellenic, whose weskness in its being held together in an
unwilling unity by the iron hand of a mager. Yet even an
enforced unity meant power, and in any case the Gresk in
Philip craved a digtinctively Gresk commisson for his ad-
venture. At the ssoond meeting of the congress in 337 B.C,
he laid before it his plan for an invason of Persa. It was
adopted by solemn vote, and Philip was dected general-in-
chief, each city binding itself to contribute men, money, and
shipsto the common cause

Theking'splanswere already matured, and arrangements
for the war were quickly made. A portion of hisarmy under
hisbest general arossed the Hellespont to secure a safefooting
in northwest Asa Minor. But Philip was destined never to
folow. He was murdered at Pela by an cbscure subject
who believed himsdf wronged. His crown passd (336 B.C)
to his son Alexander, a boy of twenty years, who had already
shovn himsdf a spirited and capable soldier, but whose
amazing genius for war was unknown and unsuspected.

Alexander's firg task, naturally, was to make his title
soure and to win acceptance by his father's army. This
done, his second was to extinguish the sudden and dangerous
flare-up of hopesthat had bean stirred in the Greek dties by
the news of Philip's death. The Thesslians took up arms
in actual revolt, and Demoghenes was urging the Athenians



228 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

to take the liberty that Fate had put into their hands. As
the death of Epaminondas had ended the supremacy of
Thebes so would Philip's death end that of Macedon. But
the hope was speedily quenched. Alexander, disdaining to
attack the Thessalians in the pass of Tempe, made a new
path for his army by the sea-front of Ossa and occupied
Thessaly without a battle. His march to Boeotia and the
Isthmus was more rapid than the news of his coming. His
enemies, caught unprepared, were forced to dissemble, and
the congress at Corinth chose him as their commander-in-
chief against Persia in succession to his father.

There remained the need of completing and confirming
his mastery of the still unruly Thracian and Illyrian clans.
But no sooner was this successfully carried through, and
carried through with an impetuous rapidity and brilliant
skill that already stamped him as a military leader of the
first rank, than news reached him in the northern hills that
Thebes had revolted and that the rising was likely to spread.
He gave the hesitating, half-hearted, and wholly cautious
Greeks no time to consider whether or no tojoin the venture-
some Boeotian city. He turned southward the instant the
news reached him, led his army by forced marches out of
the hill country, through the pass of Thermopylae down to
Bomotia, and fell like a thunderbolt on Thebes before the
dismayed Thebans had realized that he could have heard of
their revolt. The city was taken and absolutely destroyed,
only the house of Pindar, it is said, being spared. Alexander
was never vindictive, and seldom needlessly destructive.
The blotting out of Thebes we may surmise to have been a
way of making absolutely sure that the thing would not
occur again. He hoped soon to be a thousand miles away,
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and he could not afford to leave a doubtful Greece behind
him.

The firm establishment of his rule in Macedon, Greece,
and Thrace, and the necessary preparation for the invasion
of Asia occupied a year and a half. At last all was ready.
Leaving in Pella a trusted adviser of his father, Antipater,
with half of his army, he crossed the Hellespont in the spring
of 334 B.C. with thirty thousand foot soldiers and five thou-
sand cavalry.® Parmenio had conquered enough of the Troad
to ensure a footing on the Asiatic shore, and the Persian
fleet — strangely enough, for Alexander had no naval force
of any size — failed to dispute the crossing. The young king
sacrificed at the tomb of Achilles and paid due honor to the
shades of the Achaean heroes who had fallen in the siege of
Troy. Then he set himself steadily to his great task.

An army, formidable indeed and outnumbering his own,
stiffened by a brigade of Greek mercenaries, but still by no
means representing the full man-power of Persia, stood
ready at the river Granicus to dispute Alexander's march
southward. He attacked it with a rashness of valor and a
carelessness of his own safety that was perhaps the result of
his recent worship of the shade of Achilles; for Homer was
his constant companion and he loved to think of himself

! For the life and campaigns of Alexander we have to rely on Quintus
Curtius, a biographer of unknown date, on Arrian, who wrote in the
first century A.D., and on Plutarch, ayounger contemporary.of Arrian.
All of these writers base their accounts on contemporary and eye-witness
narratives which have perished. So it is as if all seventeenth-century
evidence for the doings of Cromwell were lacking, and we had to rely,
say, on Green and Macaulay. In such case we must be guided simply
by the apparent weight and judgment of our authority, and critics have
generally agreed that Arrian and Plutarch have given us the substantial
truth. The best accounts in English are those of Benjamin Ide Wheeler,
Alexander the Great, and Hogarth, Philip and Alexander of Macedon.
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as one of the heroes. But though he narrowly escaped death
he won a complete victory, and thereafter no army barred
his way through Asia Minor. For some reason, good or
bad, that we can hardly even guess at now, King Darius
preferred to fight the invader nearer home.

Alexander might have reasonably supposed that the
Greek cities of the Asiatic coast would welcome him. He
came not simply as the king of Macedon but as captain-
general of the Greeks. But if he expected a peaceful and
joyous reception he was soon undeceived. Some of the cities
opened their gates to him, but more did not. Miletus and
Halicarnassus had to be taken by storm, and even those
that yielded did so from fear rather than from any Hellenic
loyalty. Already Alexander, knowing, but perhaps trying
not to know, the sullen attitude of the European Greeks,
must have realized that his hope of uniting all the Hellenes
in a willing confederacy under his leadership was a futile
one. The greatest of contemporary Greek statesmen, Demos-
thenes, was angrily ignoring the tremendous possibilities
that were opening before the Greek people, and seeking only
some way to restore the greatness of his own city. Alexander
was fated to work out his great destiny alone, to scatter the
seeds of Hellenic civilization over the East without the co-
operation that he, like his father, so greatly desired.

For the time being, the conqueror did not attempt any-
thing like organization as he went along. He marched in-
land along the main roads, ensured the safe possession of
important strategic points, and conquered the coast. As he
did this he left the government in the hands of governors or
satraps to be administered in the customary Persian way.
The only difference was that he was king instead of Darius.
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Just at present the military, not the administrative, problem
was the pressing one. The Persian power had been humbled,
but Alexander was well aware that the enemy had not yet
put forth anything like hisfull strength, and that the decisive
crisis was still to come. In the meantime it was necessary to
e that Asia Minor was thoroughly convinced of the change
of masters, and the young conqueror curbed his impatience
while he secured the permanence of the work already done,
content for the moment to let Darius play the next move in
the game.

His turn came when it became evident that the supreme
conflict would take place in Cilicia or in northern Syria.
As soon as this was clear, he made one of his characteristic
rapid marches to reach the all-important pass in the Cilician
hills before his adversary;® for the‘ Cilician Gates' might
well have been made impregnable even to Alexander. He
reached the critical positionin time, however, and found that
Darius was awaiting him in the plain below with perhaps
600,000 men. But Alexander wasdelayed in Ciliciaby illness,
and even after his recovery he was in no hurry to advance.
He had chosen an ideal place for battle, and little chance as
there was of Darius's accepting a choice so ruinous to his
own hopes, yet one can understand Alexander's reluctance

to leave the hills until he was compelled to. Therewaswork

L. .. covering in a day and a night, we are told, not less than sixty-
two miles, and thereby succeeded in swooping on the Cilician Gates
before the Viceroy of Cilicia had begun to think serioudy of reinforcing
his pickets in the pass How much time and trouble the unsparing
captain must have saved by that forced march may, perhaps, be esti-
mated if we recall that until Ibrahim Pasha, little more than a half-
century ago, blasted the rocks in the famous defile, every came had to
be unloaded before it could pass’ (Hogarth, Philip and Alexander of
Macedon, p. 182.)
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to be done, and the little army had to be put in the best
possible condition before it could be hurled at the enormous
host of the Persians with any chance of success.

Fate and the Persian king's military incapacity settled
the matter better than even Alexander could have hoped.
The Greek army, leaving its camp with the non-combatants
at Issos, had already set out to find the enemy, when Darius,
impatient and confident in his numbers, believing that his
enemy was hiding or perhaps retreating, marched into the
mountains by another road, reached Issos, heard of Alex-
ander's move, realized his mistake, and began to withdraw.
But Alexander had been informed of his opponent's march,
and in a narrow pass bounded by the cliffs and the sea the
Macedonians met the Asiatics and overcame them. Darius
himself barely escaped capture. Hisarmy, asafighting force,
was blotted out. The Persian camp, with theking'swife and
daughters and all the gorgeous furniture and treasure with
which the luxury-loving prince saw fit to ease the hardships
of war, fell into the hands of the conqueror.

Alexander was famed for his chivalry, and he lived up to
his reputation. His royal captives were treated with the
utmost courtesy. Hewas concerned not with petty triumphs,
with mean or sensual pleasures, but with the carrying out of
his great plan, and there lay before him Syria and Egypt.
Between Cilicia and the Nile there stood only one really
formidable obstacle, the great city of Tyre. But there were
many cities to be occupied, many roads to be made safe,
many thingsto be doneto accomplish the transfer of authority
from one king to another. The capture of Tyre alone— an
island fortress separated from the mainland by a channel of
sea nearly a mile and a half wide — took seven months, and
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the city wasreduced only by the building of a huge mole and
by the aid of ships pressed into service at Sidon; for if Tyre
deemed herself impregnable her sister cities of Phoenicia
were under no such delusion and had transferred their
allegiance while there was yet time. The great city, the
wealthiest and most famous city of sea-traders in the world,
was destroyed, never to rise again.

The conqueror moved on, accepting the allegiance of
those wise enough to proffer it, crushing those who opposed
him, until hereached Egypt. Here he found a glad welcome.
The Egyptians had bitterly resented the Persian rule and
had groaned under a tyranny that had made mock of their
religion and their pride. If they could not be independent,
then any master would be preferable to the one they had.
Herein Egypt, at the Canopic mouth of the Nile, Alexander
built his most famous and most lasting memorial. Seventy
cities were said to have been named Alexandria, but the
Egyptian Alexandria has so outshone the rest that she stands
practically alone. It seems reasonable to suppose that the
admirable choice of site for the new city was Alexander's
own, and it is perfectly possible that he saw the likelihood
of Alexandria succeeding to the commercial heritage of the
fallen and ruined Tyre.

Whether he had any further vision of the city as the great
fusing-point of the Greek world, as the heart of the new
Greek culture— not Athenian or lonian or Dorian, but, as
we call it, Hellenistic— may be doubted. But it is not
wholly out of the question. It was one of Alexander's am-
bitions to sow the seed of a new race that should represent
the fusion of not only all the Greeks, not only Greeks and
Macedonians, but Greeks and Asiatics. Steeped as he was
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in Greek culture he might naturally fed that the mixed
race and civilization which should emerge from the melting-
pot would be predominantly Greek. But hecertainly believed
in the melting-pot process. And he may have foreseen with
at least some degree of clearness that Alexandria was an
ideal spot for his plan of fuson to bring about its best
results. Such, in any event, is what happened, and some of
the honor is bound to go to the founder.

Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt safely conquered and settled
in their new allegiance, Alexander st forth in the spring of
331 B.C. to mete a like fate to Persia hersdf, the heart of
the empire. He reached the Euphrates, crossd it, traversed
Mesopotamia and crossed the Tigris not far from the ruins
of Nineveh without meeting the enemy. Darius was deliber-
ately allowing the invaders to swallow half his realm before
making any attempt to retrieve the disaster of Issos. He
had chosen his battlefield and gathered together the most
warlike of his subjects, Afghans and Arabs, Kurds and
Persians, wild fighters to whom war was meat and drink, a
most formidable array, vastly outnumbering the Greeks.
Alexander's strength was not in his individual warriors;
the Greeks alone in the army of Darius were said to have
outnumbered Alexander's whole army and were quite pos
sibly the equals, man to man, of their opponents, but the
Macedonian force had been trained by Philip and his son,
it was homogeneous, it was a tactical unit in perfect control,
and it had absolute confidence in its leader. Young as Alex-
ander was — hewasin his twenty-sixth year — and full of the
pride, the foolish vanity, the impetuous recklessness of un-
curbed youth, his men not only loved him for his beauty,
his generosity, and his immense vitality, but saw in him the
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supreme leader who could never fail. They attacked the
myriads of Darius with the confidence of certain victory, and
routed them as decisively as at Issos. The battle was fought
near Gaugamela, and that name is sometimes given to it,
but more usually it has been called the battle of Arbela from
a village sixty miles away. In any case it ended the rule of
the successors of Cyrus. When Darius rode from the field
in full flight, he was a king without a kingdom.

The rest of Alexander's campaigns are like the closing
books of an epic or the last act of a drama. Uncertainty was
over. No matter how thrilling were the adventures and suc-
that led the great conqueror to Babylon, Susa, and
Persepalis, to the shores of the Caspian and the plains of
Central Asia, to the immense barrier of the Himalayas and
the plains of the Punjab, it is difficult to feel quite the absorp-
tion and the exhilaration that hold and stir even the least
warlike from the passage of the Hellespont to the decisve
conflict beyond the Tigris. This may be partly because the
hero himself ssems to lose some of his heroic stature. Still
a mighty leader, he yet lost some of his early self-restraint,
became moody and superstitious — especially after he killed
in a fit of drunken rage a friend who had once saved his life
at the Granicus; was at once mor e suspicious, less generous,
more susceptible to flattery. But part of the interest of his
doings from 334 to 331 B.C. lies in the fact that their effect
was more permanent. West of the Tigris Alexander was a
pioneer of Hellenism; farther east he was a flashing portent,
a miracle of war, an epic hero, no longer the conscious or
unconscious herald of a great civilization.

At the same time it is difficult to estimate the possble
value, the possble influence on western thought, of the vast
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extension of the field of vision that Alexander's conquests
involved. For a Greek leader with a Greek army to cross
the Oxus, to make headquarters in Samarcand, to march
through Turkestan and Afghanistan, to penetrate the Khy-
ber Pass, to measure strength with the princes of India, to
cross the Indus and descend the river to the sea, to dispatch
an expedition which braved the terrors of the unknown
Ocean from the mouth of the Indus to the head of the Persian
Gulf — all this must have meant to the Greeks something
of what the Crusades meant to mediaeval England and France,
awidened range, an immense and varied new store of informa-
tion about a part of the world hitherto unknown. We know
at any rate that the Hellenism of Alexandria came to be
cosmopolitan as the older Hellenism had never been.

Alexander returned from India prepared to organize his
empire and lay the basis for the conquest of the rest of the
world. Hisaim was so to assimilate Greeks and Asiatics that
there should be no further distinction between them. He
encouraged intermarriage. He remodeled the army, mixing
his Macedonians with Orientals. He selected ten thousand
Persian youths for careful training in Greek manners and
thought. He employed his eastern and western subjects
indiscriminately in offices of trust. In every conceivable way
he tried to break down the barrier between Greek and bar-
barian. He did not live long enough to give his dream a fair
chance of realization; but that he was partly successful is
evidenced by the Hellenic tinge retained by western Asiafor
ages after his death. Certainly the conception of a civilized
realm, unified and enlightened by a common culture, extend-
ing from Epiros to India, was a tremendous one, and he
gave himself no rest in his efforts to make the conception
a fact.
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But in the spring of 323 B.C. as the great conqueror was
preparing for a land and sea expedition for the conquest of
Arabia, a fever seized him which defied his physicians.
Plutarch has quoted from the court journals an account of
his last days which is worth repeating, for the death of
Alexander is surely one of the supremely dramatic moments
in history.

On the eighteenth of the month Daesius (June 2, 323
B.C) he slept in the bathing-room because he had a
fever. On the following day, after his bath, he removed
into his bed-chamber, and spent the day at dice with
Medius. Then, when it was late, he took a bath, performed
his sacrifices to the gods, ate a little, and had a fever
through the night. On the twentieth, after bathing again,
he performed his customary sacrifice; and lying in the
bathing-room he devoted himself to Nearchus, listening
to his story of his voyage and of the great sea. The twenty-
first he spent in the same way and was still more inflamed,
and during the night he was in a grievous plight, and all
the following day his fever was very high. So he had his
bed removed and lay by the side of the great bath, where
he conversed with his officers about the vacant posts in
the army, and how they might be filled with experienced
men. On the twenty-fourth his fever was violent and he
had to be carried forth to perform his sacrifices; moreover,
he ordered his principal officers to tarry in the court of
the palace, and the commanders of divisions and com-
panies to spend the night outside. He was carried to the
palace on the other side of the river on the twenty-fifth,
and got a little deep, but his fever did not abate. And
when his commanders came to his bedside he was speechless,
as he was aso on the twenty-sixth; therefore the Mace-
donians made up their minds that he was dead, and came
with loud shouts to the door of the palace, and threatened
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his companions until all opposition was broken down; and
when the doors had been thrown open to them, without
cloak or armor, one by one, they all filed slowly past his
couch. During this day, too, Python and Seleucus were
sent to the temple of Serapis to enquire whether they
should bring Alexander thither; and the god gave answer
that they should leave him where he was. And on the
twenty-eighth, towards evening, he died.

He left no successor. The only account of his own wishes
that rests on any authority is his dying whisper — 'To the
best man." His generals had to fight it out. And the result
was a compromise, the division of the empire between his
most powerful marshals. Ptolemy became king of Egypt;
Seleucus of Syria, Persia, and the East; Lysimachus of Asia
Minor; Cassander of Macedon. The Greek cities regained
their independence for a time, and formed two leagues, the
/Atolian and the Achaian, which gave some promise of per-
manence. But the old evils hampered and weakened them.
And when Macedon finally succumbed to the power of
Rome, Greecewas unable to stand alone. The Achaian League
was only a flare, even though a noble one in its way. The
period between Alexander and the Roman conquest was
politically amereintermission.



CHAPTER XI 11
The Philosophy of Greek Sculpture

I HE record of art—as a record —is less easy to in-
terpret than that of literature and politics; analysis de-

stroysit, and its message is too direct for our slow reason to
follow with any assurance. It is true that more persons are
aware of Greek art than of Greek poetry or Greek philosophy
largely because of this directness and because it isin away a
universal language — no matter how many and diverse its
dialects are. But the phase of it with which we are concerned
is not always apparent even to those who have genuine pleas-
ure in the glorious lines of the Discus Thrower or the Venus
of Melos. Pleasure is pleasant, not to be debated but en-
joyed Art and the beauty that is the concern of art are
affairs less simple.

For beauty is not apprehended by the eye alone, and in
any case to say that art is the creation of beautiful things
is not to tell the whole story. Artis also and unconsciously
one way of expressing a philosophy of life, not always or
necessarily reconcilable with the poetic or rational ways,
sometimes even in conflict with them, since most of us
live— as Sir Thomas Browne putsit—in‘ divided and dis-
tinguished worlds,” our intelligence the guide to only one of
them and a Puck to all therest. The Greek mind was, how-

1 |f some of the positions taken in this chapter seem dogmatic, it is
for the sake of brevity, not because | regard the judgments as final,
especially as they are the judgments of a ‘philosopher,’ not of an artist.
Among the myriad books on the subject Percy Gardner, Principles of
Greek Art, Ernest Gardner, Handbook of Greek Sculpture, and Beazley
and Ashmole, Greek Sculpture and Painting, are, | think, the most
useful.
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ever, less complex than ours, itsworlds less 'divided and dis-
tinguished," and the Greek artist had a philosophy that was
akin to that of Pythagoras and Plato just as it was akin to
that of Pindar and Sophocles. Only one has to walk del-
icately intrying torationalize the eesthetic, in translating the
language of marble into the language of words.

We have already seen how strongly the Greek mind was
dominated by form—a word which we might very well
replace by the Greek word idea. Now the discovery of
form in sculpture was relatively late. Before the Persian
wars only one of the plastic arts had achieved anything
like the perfection of epic and lyric poetry. This was the
simplest of them, pottery. In the making of vases of all
kinds the Greeks had had before them very beautiful
models that were nevertheless disregarded. The Minoan
potters may very well have taught the Greeks the ele-
ments of their craft, but Greek pottery is not Minoan or
anything like Minoan. For during the transition from the
Cretan civilization to the Hellenic the ceramic artists
were setting forth on new trails. At first their work — all
of it interesting and some of it beautiful — was yet for the
most part clumsy, experimental, and uncertain. But they
gradually found themselves and made designs that became
permanent, permanent because they were perfect. We of to-
day look askance at the implication of fixity in the word 'per-
fection,” for to us fixity is itself an imperfection. But the
Greeks felt otherwise, striving as they did for absolute right-
ness of form, attainingit, andrestinginit. Atany rate there-
sult was standardization on a limited but high level. Thein-
finite variations and eccentricities of our modern dishes,
utensils, and ornaments were unknown.
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They did allow one kind of variety, however. The vases
were adorned with pictures of amazing simplicity and charm
— all that we have of Greek painting— and these pictures
would alone give us our clue to the essential character of
Greek art in its entire history. They are pictures without
background — figures of few lines, a minimum of detail, no
perspective, and hardly any attempt at realistic coloring.
They were usually red figures on a black ground or black fig-
ures on ared ground, though some very beautiful vases have
varicolored figures on a white ground. To one not an artist
their beauty is as perplexing as it is unguestionable, for the
human forms in which the Greek artists then and always de-
lighted were stiff, emotionless, and expressionless. Y et these
strangely rigid and conventional designs were somehow alive
too and were infinitely varied in theme, portraying men and
women, gods and heroes, mythical adventures and prosaic oc-
cupations, all holding an endless fascination even if Heracles
might kill his lion and the music-master teach his pupil to
play the flute with the same unmoved composure. Perhaps,
indeed, that is half the secret of the fascination. The story is
told in adequate — but no more than adequate — outline.
The idea is there, hard, clear, unshaded, and unmistakable.
The details of emotion and effort are not the artist's affair.*

But up to the sixth century sculpture was still an un-
learned art, its carven figuresincredibly grotesque, even ugly,
an astonishment to any modern who, meeting it for the first
time, istold that it is Greek. With the end of the sixth cen-
tury and the early years of the fifth, it was still stiff, but no
longer ugly, asif the artists knew at last what they wanted to

! Useful books on Greek pottery are Walters, History of Ancient
Pattery, and Robbin, Attic Red-figured Vases.



242 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

do, but lacked the ease and freedom of skilled craftsmanship.
This was the age of ./Eschylus and the new Athenian demo-
cracy and the victory over Persia. Then a change occurred,
or rather a change already begun moved more swiftly and
surely, reflecting the new confidence and consciousness of
power that issued from the age of Marathon and Salamis.
Myron was living when the remnant of the Persian host fled
northward after Plataea, and perhaps Polycleitus, and these
two with a younger sculptor greater than either began, in the
days of Cimon and Pericles and the Athenian Empire, the
history of Greek sculpture as we now think of it. Less than
fifty years after the defeat of Xerxes the finished Parthenon
stood on the Acropolis, adorned with the master pieces carved
under the direction of Phidias.® At oneleap the arts of build-
ing and sculpture had reached their peak, a rapidity of
achievement that seems as miraculous as the sudden forming

! The Parthenon is an oblong building 228 feet by 100, standing on
the south sde of the Acropalis, i.e., to your right as you ascend to the
summit of the Rock by the stairway (Propylaea) at its western end. It
consgts of a double inner chamber (the cella) surrounded by thirty-
four-foot Doric columns, i.e., columns rising directly from the floor,
fluted from bottom to top in broad, shallow, sharp-edged channels,
and headed by a plain, rounded 'cushion’ and a square block on which
resds the architrave or stone beam that supports the gabled roof. The
cornice, outside, consds of alternate triglyphs (each made like the ends
of three beams) and metopes or aces between the triglyphs, each
filled with a smple, two-figured group. The frieze, running around
the outer wall of the cela— to many observers the supreme product
of Greek art—represents the annual Panathenaic processon. The
pediments are the triangular spaces of the eas and west gables, each
containing a group representing at one end the birth of Athena, at the
other the conflict between Athena and Poseidon for the possssson of
Athens. Thewhole temple was made of Pentelic marble, its decorations
painted in bright colors. It was terribly damaged by an explosion in
X687 and most of the pediment figures are broken almost beyond
restoration.
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of a crystal and as instructive in its way as the writing of
Hamlet within thirty years of the building of thefirst London
theater.

All the world knows the beauty of the Parthenon and its
sculptured decorations, but beauty is a large and often vague
word. Now the beauty of these reliefs has a ecific character,
s0 secific that any single section of the frieze would illustrate
the strength and weakness of not only Greek art but the
Greek mind. It isexpressed in Keats' famous line: Beauty is
truth, truth beauty — understanding by truth not a con-
course of facts, not even the total sum of facts, but the essen-
tial clue, thekey, the unifyingand explainingideathat illumi-
nates and harmonizes those facts, i. e, gives them form. The
more the artist could reveal that idea, that essential form, un-
hampered and unobscured by irrelevant details, the nearer he
cametothebeauty that wastruth, thetruth that was beauty.
Detailsthere must be, as there must be words in a poem, but
every one of them must contribute to the idea — not be sub-
ordinate merely, but contributeto it as each instrument in an
orchestra contributes to the rendering of a symphony.

Thus the Parthenon itself was not just a building, but a
temple; not just atemple, but a temple dedicated to the mag-
nificent goddess Athena. To make it, like many of our mod-
ern churches, domestic, 'pretty,” a comfortable gathering
place in which right-minded people could share burdens and
blessngs and be aided on the perilous road to Heaven was
not the purpose of the builders in the least. It was not a
church, but a temple, raised to the honor of Athena, where
the minds of the worshipers should be turned to the things
that the goddess cared for. Any decoration inappropriate to
this ‘idea,” however lovely it might bein itself — if ‘in itself’
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means anything—had to be sternly excluded. And this
general principle holds for every group and every figure.

So that one who expects to see in the reliefs of the Par-
thenon only finished technique, perfect lines, and the sensu-
ouscharmof beautiful humanfigureswill not bedisappointed,
indeed, but hewill have missed the main purpose of the artist.
These things were to him means to an end — the exaltation of
Athena. As the visitors to the temple looked at the glorious
young horsemen of the frieze they saw the goddess. Thein-
dividuals who took part in the actual procession, even the
best of them, fell far short of perfection. But it must not be
so with the forms in the temple. They must be perfect' —
true to an ideal that a nobly made man might approximate
and suggest — for man is, after all, a child of the gods — but
that the artist must try to fulfill and reveal. He might fail,
but he had to try. His function was not to hold a mirror up to
nature and not to give pleasure, but to show the divine per-
fection that would inspire men's efforts to attain it them-
selves. 'Be ye perfect as your Father in Heaven is perfect’
comes close to saying what the Greek sculptor was preaching
in the relentless severity and simplicity of his marble sermon.
To us such perfection may be impossible, such an ideal in-
finite, even a contradiction in terms. To a Greek it was not
impossible at all, or infinite, only a matter of clear notions,
absolute recognition of the idea, and skilled technique.

We have to forget, in fact, the mystic sense that we attach
to perfection and take theword literally. Otherwise we con-
ceivethe sculptor asliving and workingin an edifying dream,
his‘ideal’ men and gods as not real but imaginative projec-
tions, as it were, of certain qualities. Now when we speak of

! From per and facere — done, finished, completed, lacking nothing.
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idealism in Greek artitis Platonic idealism that is meant, the
grasp of the ‘essential thing' as opposed to what is accidental,
not the idealism of modern philosophical usage or the idealism
that means the having of ideals or the idealism that implies
having one's head in the clouds; and one important aspect of
Plato's Idea or Form is its character of universality and
changel essness.

How then could the scul ptor make anindividual universal?
He could, perhaps, do it by a sort of abstraction, eliminating
individuality, personality, the veil of obtrusive accidents
which blocks the way to understanding, and thisiswhat John
Ruskin thought the Greek artists did. ‘ There is no personal
character in true Greek art — abstract ideas of youth and
age, strength and swiftness, virtue and vice — yes; but there
isnoindividuality.'* Such an impression is not uncommon,
partly perhaps because of Ruskin's pronouncement, but he
made it in a careless moment, for it is certainly not true. It
will hold as regards many of the fifth-century faces and many
of the later copies, but not of the fourth-century masterpieces
at all. Besides, no Greek would have understood our stress on
the face as an index of personality. Every muscle in the body
had its function of expression. Dancing was afineart, not for
thefew, aswith us, but for everyone, and itsinfinitely subtle
rhythmic language of gesture and pose and movement was

! Aratra Pentelici. The adjective ‘personal’ is of course the critical
word here. Persona, as in dramatis personcg has the original meaning
of a mask — the mask worn by an actor to conceal his ordinary sdf
and make him an Agamemnon or an Electra. So personality might
mean the combination of manners, habits, eccentricities that do not
reveal the real &f, but obscure it — the mask that we wear as we take
our part in the comedy or tragedy of life. None of us would accept such

a definition, but it expresses part of an age-old puzzle, and it is the only
definition that would make Ruskin's statement accur ate.
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familiar to every sculptor. The face of the Discus Thrower
might express only the impassiveness of supreme concentra-
tion, but every line of the figure told the rest of the story —
an‘ideal’ athlete, indeed, but all the more‘real’ in being so.

That is to say, the artist did try to find the universal and
eternal astruly as Pythagoras and Plato did, only not by the
way of abstraction. There is a difference between an ab-
straction and an integration. The more perfect an athlete is
asanindividual, the more perfectly he shows the finished and
final form of an athlete. The more perfectly Apollo is ex-
pressed as Apollo, the more of agod heis. The stern instruc-
tion of Oliver Cromwell to Lely —'Paint me as | am’ —
would have been entirely satisfactory to a Praxiteles if the |
were underlined. And in each case the thing is done by em-
phasizing what makes the athlete an athlete, the god a god,
Cromwell Cromwell — emphasizing what counts and ignor-
ing what does not count. The real individual need not in-
clude the blemishes any more than a tree needs to include its
caterpillars.

Portraiture was indeed never favored by the Greek sculp-
tors, presumably because the distinction between blemish and
characteristic was and is often difficult to make, so commonly
do we by long use blend together, in one we admire, the acci-
dental but established oddities with the features that are
truly expressive. Typefigures— a god, a hero, a symbol —
presented no such difficulty, so these were preferred from
beginning to end.' But each figure was an individual none
the less, not an abstraction or a composite. When the painter

! This might apply al to those who were dead — as in the many
beautiful tombstone reliefs — where physical details no longer mattered
and thefigures might be ‘idealized' with entire appropriateness.
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studied a hundred beautiful women in order to paint Helen,
it was still Helen that emerged, not the most beautiful of the
models or a mixture of all of them.

What has just been said was true of Greek art in the main
to the very end. But the stress on what was universal and
eternal might — and often did — involve a stress on finality,
repose, serenity, rather than on the urge and desire that is so
great a part of being alive. Query, was this stress proper?
There was no doubt regarding the aim at perfection, and per-
fection meant always to a Greek artist not only faultless tech-
nique but the clear revelation of 'the essential thing.” Only
the question might arise as to what is essential. In the spe-
cific case of atemple to Athena the answer may be clear. It
would not be so clear in practically any of the subjects chosen,
for instance, by the great modern painters and sculptors, and
in so far as they do indicate an answer it would not be that of
a fifth-century Greek. As there is an element In a Gothic
cathedral that is not in the Parthenon, so there is an element
—to a modern mind one of very great significance—in
Michelangelo that isnot in Phidias. In short, one might bow
in reverence before the Parthenon frieze and yet find some-
thing vital lacking init.

But the Greeks saw this themselves. Xenophon records an
interesting saying of Socrates, the saying that 'it isthe busi-
ness of the sculptor to represent in bodily form the energies of
the spirit, psyches erga.’ Energy is certainly not the word
that one would select to associate with fifth-century sculpture
any more than with fifth-century tragedy, and Socrates may
well have been expressing akind of criticism and remonstrance
that was in the air, a feeling that action and passion are no
less artistic, even no less divine, than the serenity of achieve-
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ment. At any rate, a change in this direction was becoming
evident in Socrates later years, when the Athenian Empire
wasfalling apart and the confusions of the fourth century were
beginning to distress and menace the sure vision of the age of
Pericles. There appeared a clear difference of opinion and
emphasis, and the Greek critics used two words to describe
the difference, ethos and pathos, roughly translatable as char-
acter and feeling, that which iseternal and that which is pass-
ing, the changeless and the changing.! So little by little the
majestic idealism of the Parthenon age gave place to the art
of Praxiteles, Lysippus, and Scopas, art that was less remote,
more alive, touched with the sentiment, the forward look, the
interest in action and struggles, the ‘energies of the spirit’
that Phidias thought it best to restrain.’

Important as this change was there was no revolution.
Pathos did not displace ethos — Praxiteles and his successors
did not overthrow the tradition of Phidias. They only gave
to it a wider range. From Myron to Scopas they were still
feeling their way toward the creation of things absolutely
beautiful because absolutely true. Some elements that Phid-
ias might not have allowed — or might have allowed with
doubt and hesitation — were adopted withjoy and confidence

L Cf. the difference between Parmenides and Heraclitus, the stress
on Being and on Becoming (see above, pp. 137-38). The most character-
istic Greek thinkers inclined to the Being philosophy and so did the
sculptors. But the philosophy of Becoming was never forgotten and
was pondered more and more as the fourth century went on. Phidias
was the ally, so to speak, of Parmenides — Scopas of Heraclitus.

2 Examples of this are the decorations of the Mausoleum (the tomb
of Mausolus, prince of Caria, erected by his wife about 350 B.C.), the
Winged Victory of the Louvre, and the Sidon sarcophagus at Con-
stantinople. The possibilities of excess and degradation are seen in the
Laocodn group of the Vatican and the Farnese Bull at Naples. For
the facts regarding these see Ernest Gardner, History of Greek Sculpture.
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by those who came after him. And the result was no loss
of power, no retreat from the search for the eternally signifi-
cant — only a daring to include in sculpture what Aschylus
and Sophocles as well as Euripides had attempted in drama,
the recognition and portrayal of something eternally positive
in suffering and failure, in the clash of human desire with di-
vinelaw. A modern lover of Greek art might not bewilling to
say that the Mausoleum reliefs are an improvement on those
of the Parthenon, but he would be reluctant to admit de-
cline and he might very well find Scopas more congenial than
Phidias.

Certainly the fourth century saw not only increased skill
and freedom and power to bring beautiful forms out of mar-
ble, and not only increased willingness to recognize aspiration
and conflict. It reflected also a steady advance toward the
solution of a problem that the Greek mind dearly loved, that
the modern mind still finds perplexing, but that the modern
artist rarely thinks of — the effort to see the individual as
universal, sacrifice as the only road to peace. It was a pro-
blem that had to be left unsolved, but the artists came nearer
to a solution than the philosophers did, facing the facts of a
stormy world and yet clinging stubbornly to their faith in an
ultimate and attainable beauty and truth.*

We of today are perhaps more interested in the social and
ethical forms of the puzzle than the metaphysical or the
artistic, the harmonizing of social well-being and individual
freedom. But in some form or other it is one of the most
familiar and most baffling difficulties that a thoughtful civil-
ized mind has to face. It is the wager of Mephistopheles and

! The well-known Dying Gaul is a good example of this effort to se a
possible congtructiveness in clash and failure.
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the Almighty in Faust. It isthe problem of law and liberty,
of contentment and ambition, of determinism and free-will,
of sdf-restraint and sdf-expresson, and to many earnest
minds it is the problem of a good, orderly, all-powerful God
and a bad, disorderly, and suffering world. These are in a
sense contradictions, and to most of us— becausewearenot
particularly logical and because we easily fall back on a sort
of philosophical mysticism — a contradiction or a logical
blind alley is not oppressive. To the Greeks— except for
the minority who followed Heraclitus— it was grievously
2, for they loved clearness and hated either compromise
or surrender, yearning for the definable and the measura-
ble, holding a firm faith in a discoverable answer to all
riddles.

But theriddle of lifeis after all the supreme one, and it is
futile to deny either the happiness of effort or the happiness
of achievement. So to st before onesdf the calm gods of the
Parthenon and the dynamic figures of the Sidon sarcophagus
is to se not two conflicting views of what is beautiful, but
two answers to the eternal question of value that are some
how both true and therefore reconcilable. Or are they? At
all events, like the Greeks we have not yet reconciled them,
but again like the Greeks we refuse to dismiss either of them.
Only we cling to change as a more essential character than
stability. The Greeks, with all their restless changeableness,
saw stability as more essential than change.

Perhaps, though, beauty and truth — themselves absolute
and changdess— may cause change, be in a way dynamic.
As the vision of the artist becomes clearer and his search for
perfection bringsitsreward, hisformsmay turn out to be not
only lovely to contemplate, but living sources of energy, able,
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like the rays of the sun, to awaken life as well as to give light.
If so, Parmenides and Heraclitus might be reconciled after all,
and Being and Becoming, logically opposites, might be essen-
tial to one another. Thiswas the view of Plato, the supreme
interpreter of Greek idealism, contemporary of Praxiteles and
Scopas, yet spiritually akin to Phidias.

In the dialogue called the Republic, Plato makes Socrates
outline aplan of education — a plan that no normal school or
teachers' college of today would sanction as either practical
or psychologically sound, but that is nevertheless the most
brilliant and suggestive educational program ever set forth.®
Animportant element initismusic (mousike) which includes
not only music in our sense, but all studies and activities that
we should call aesthetic, intellectual, spiritual —all, in short,
that were presided over by the Muses. And quite early in the
discussion there emerges one clear conviction, that the im-
portant thing for the child isthe direction of his tastesand in-
terests along constructive lines, selected on the basis of what is
best, i.e., what is essential, the Idea. Knowledge, aswe under-
stand it, comesin hardly at all. The point is that the child
should learn unconsciously to know and like what is good,
beautiful, and wholesome, and so far as possible to associate
with nothing else. Stories, songs, literature— all that Plato
meant by music — should be carefully censored, all ugliness,
all that induces cruelty, treachery, cowardice, meanness, and
fear eliminated, just as we eliminate from diet unwholesome
and poisonous food. But if thisis so of stories and songs,
should not the same principle apply to things seen and used?
Should not —in the terms of our discussion — the rule of

! Republic, I and 111, continued in VI and VI1.
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building and decoration that applied to the Parthenon be a
rule applying to everything used or seen or heard?

[For beauty and ugliness, good and evil] enter largely
into painting and all similar workmanship, into weaving
and embroidery, into architecture, as well as the whole
manufacture of utensils in general; for in all these things
gracefulness or ungracefulness finds place. And the ab-
sence of grace and rhythm and harmony is closely allied to
an evil character, whereas their presenceis allied to and ex-
pressive of the opposite character.

That being the case ought we to confine ourselves to
superintending our poets and compelling them to impress
on their productions the likeness of a good character on
pain of not composing among us; or ought we to extend our
superintendence to the professors of every other craft as
well, and forbid them to impress those signs of an evil na-
ture, of dissoluteness, of meanness, and of ungracefulness,
either on the likenesses of living creatures or on buildings or
on any other work of their hands; altogether interdicting
such as cannot do otherwise from working in our city, that
our guardians may not be reared amongst images of vice, as
upon unwholesome pastures, culling much every day by
littleand little from many places, and feeding uponit, un-
til they insensibly accumulate a large mass of evil in their
souls? Ought we not, on the contrary, to seek out artists of
another stamp, who by the power of genius can trace out
the nature of the fair and the graceful, that our young men
dwelling asit werein ahealthful region, may drink in good
from every quarter, whence any emanation from noble
works may strike upon their eye or their ear, like a gale
wafting health from salubrious lands, and win them imper-
ceptibly from their earliest childhood into resemblance,
love, and harmony with the true beauty of reason?*

'Republic, 111, 401.
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It may besaid that Plato is hereidedlizing idedism, which
might be taken either asa complaint or ajustification. But
one hardly dares not to take into account an interpretation of
art so abolutely Hellenic, charged as it iswith an undying
hope, desire, faith — whatever one likesto cdl it — inthe
redeaming power of beauty. Greek idedlism meant the sacri-
fice of much that we value. But what ssams to soame atoo
coldly intellectual search for the essntid, a too ruthless
elimination of background, irrdevancies, ingppropriate but
warmly human detalls, a too savere rationalism that because
itisrational invites rational criticism, beoomes less vulner-
ablewhenitisssn asakind of poet'sdream. Sofar asitisa
response to an infinite wish for perfection, infinite no matter
how urgently it tries to befinite, the poet's dream islike re-
ligion in that it oefies reason and facts alike and dies only to
riseagainin naw incarnations. Wewant to bdieveit. But we
ae |eft face to face with a puzze, nevethdess the same
puzzle that Ruskin saw in the degradation of Venice under the
very glow of the Bible of Sant Mark's. Greek art kept its
glory — fading dowly, but still a marvel to al the world —
or centuries &fter the victory of Macedon, like aflag still flying
when the ramparts that support it are crumbling. And we
still look at the Parthenon frieze and wonder whether there
must always be such a ggp between the dream and the redlity.
Or whether the philosopher and the artist dike would ansver
that the dream wes the redlity, itself eterna even if the peo-
ple who eddied by the great columns failed to apprehend it.



CHAPTER X1V

Aristotle

A BOUT three years after the Peace of Antalkidas,
when the Spartan power, the money and intrigues of
Persia, and the incurable jealousies of the cities had practi-
cally shattered every dream of afree and united Greek state,
and when on the other hand Greek art was at its zenith and
the greatest of Greek thinkers wasinthe prime of life, there
was born in anorthern colony — Stagira— near the Macedo-
nian frontier, the man who wasto sum up, to classify, to put
into clear form the wisdom of the Greeks.

Plato was by temperament a critic, a poet, a prophet.
Sure of hisaim, penetrating and dazzling in hisintuition, un-
relenting in his intolerance of falsities and irrelevancies, he
was yet never so sure that he had attained finality that he
was willing to put his doctrines in treatise form. Aristotle
had in him little of Plato's prophetic power and insight. His
was a clear-eyed, methodical, scientific mind, with a passion
for facts and for defined statement. Whether or not he wrote
dialogues in his early manhood, following the lead of his
master, is of little consequence. His permanent work is em-
bodied in systematic treatises or * courses' of lectures, utterly
unlike the Platonic dialogues, surveys of every subject in
which the Greek mind was interested — ethics, politics,
rhetoric, the art of poetry, natural science, logic, and meta-

physics. And this clearness and definiteness of statement

! Hedid not himself use the word ‘ metaphysics.” It was the name
given by his followers to one of his books, practically an editorial
accident, and the name has been both retained for the book and applied
in use to all thought directed toward an ultimate explanation of life.
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and arrangement made Aristotle ssem to many who came
after him a master, a teacher, an authoritative expounder of
the ‘wisdom of the ancients' in a peculiar and supreme sense
Ages later, when that wisdom was ‘revived' by the univer-
sities, he seemed, to use Dante's famous phrase, ' the master
of those who know,’

On the authority of Diogenes Laertius, a gossping and
ill-informed, but by no means uninteresting, writer of the
third or fourth century A.D. and of his quotations from
Apollodorus (about 140 B.C.), we have a few alleged facts
about the life of Aristotle. These are, in brief, that he was
born in 384 B.C., that he studied twenty years under Plato,
that he was the tutor of Alexander of Macedon, that he
settled in Athens about 335 B.C. and taught therefor thirteen
years at the Lyceum, that he went to Chalcis in 322 B.C.
and died there in that year. That some of this is true is
likely enough. So careful a scholar as Sir Alexander Grant
accepts all of it as 'probably authentic,” and even the most
skeptical of critics agree that the final fact is correct, Aris-
totle'sdeathin 322 B.C.

At any rate, we give the account for what it isworth. It
would be interesting and profitable to know more, for even
when a great man has embodied the best he has to give in his
books, it often adds much to our understanding of his thought
if we can know something of his personal life and personal
problems. But in the case of Aristotle asin the case of Plato
we must be content for the most part to take his works as
we find them. Even these are sometimes broken and frag-
mentary, reminding one of a student's lecture notes rather
than of a finished and revised book of the modern sort, and
they have obviously suffered sorely from time, copyists, and
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editors. But they are enough to explain and confirm Aris-
totle's almost inestimably high place in the history of reflec-
tion. For many centuries his fame rested on his Logic, the
only part of hiswork that was known to western Europe from
the fifth century to the twelfth. To us his most significant
books are the Ethics and the Politics, and after these the
Poetics and the Metaphysics. It is to these that we must turn
if we would know him as the successor of Socrates and Plato.

Plato had left two clearly indicated steps of advance open
to the thinkers who should come after him. In the first
place, his philosophy was informal and unformed, worked
out almost casually in conversation, without any attempt
to give it system or to bring any of his conclusions to a final
analysis and demonstration. In the second place, his theory
of the relation between appearance and reality was still —
so to spesk — in the air; his ideas, asserted to be real, were
yet to the average mind unreal, belonging to an invisible
and intangible world, not clearly related to the world that
we know through our senses. He saw this himself, and feeling
strongly that this apparent separation was due only to the
ignorance and blindness of the human mind, he strove man-
fully to bridge the gulf. 1n one sense he succeeded, at least
far enough for us to see clearly now the main direction of
his thought. But he did not succeed quite completely enough
to keep his followers from an unprofitable and deceptive
scorn of the world as we see and touch it, the world of
phenomena.

To this double task of giving form and coherence to phi-
losophy and of making the theory of ideas solid, intelligible,
consistent, and practical, Aristotle bent his mind with
wonderful power. In the matter of formulating, clarifying,
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rounding out, and systematizing thewisdom he had inherited,
he succeeded so completely that his work stood untouched
and unapproachable almost to our own time. His formulas
and his careful generalizations enter even now into the very
warp and woof of our thought. His Ethics and Politics
might be used profitably as texts in a twentieth-century
college. They contain things that we cannot now accept,
and we must constantly criticize, modify, and amplify his
statements, but we have to do this with books written five
years ago. In no sense that really matters are they out of
date. We cannot say this, obviously, of his works on natural
science, now little more than historical curiosities, but even
these long held a place of undisputed authority, and it took
centuries for the world to learn a new and more fruitful
road of advance. So in the matter of formulation we may
say that Aristotle succeeded. In the rounding out and com-
pleting of idealism or supplying a theory of existence that
would improve on Plato's, he did not succeed so well. But
he supplemented Plato's thought and added a new and in-
teresting element to it by approaching the matter in a new
way — away suggested by Plato but never developed.

Plato's prime interest was, of course, in universal truths.
His followers naturally concluded that particular facts and
phenomena were of no importance; the universal was every-
thing, and once it was grasped particulars would fall into
their proper place. The dangers of this are obvious, and these
dangers Aristotle saw so clearly that he decided to reverse the
process. He does not dispute the value of universal truths,
but he tries to reach them by examining particulars. Instead
of asserting that the individual plant or table or animal is
unreal because it changes and passes away, whereas there is
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an ideal plant or table or animal that is real and eternal —
which was the popular form of Plato's theory of ideas— he
examines the thing in question and tries to se what is
fundamental (i.e., ideal) by finding its essential nature in
itsfunction and initscompleted end. Itisasif one explained
the nature of the seed by pointing to the flower, the rough
sketch by the completed work of art, the child by the man.
Aristotle did indeed believe in an absolute, but often he
came close to denying it because it seemed so unprofitable.
He believed in the theory of ideas, but as taught in the
Academy * he denied it because it seemed a playing with
words. Yet in the long run his philosophy was Plato's, re-
stated, amplified, looked at from a different angle, divested
of much of its beauty and much of its power, but divested
also, no doubt, of its tempting and dangerous mysticism.

Aristotle's answer to the riddle of lifeis to be found in the
Nicomachean Ethics? and the Politics, two books which may
be viewed in a sense as two volumes of the same work. The
Ethics begins with an investigation of the supreme good, that
which makes all lesser goods intelligible; the Politics ends
with an all too incomplete study of education, a study that
closes so abruptly that one feels as if only the stroke of death
could account for the sudden silence in the mid-point of the
discussion. From these two works, not always consistent,
not always clear, but firm in touch, tenacious in pursuit,
honest and unfaltering in logic, we may be able to illustrate

! The place in Athens where Plato taught and so for ages the school
of Plato, just as the schodl of Aristotle was the Lyceum.

2 5 caled from Nicomachus, Aristotle's son, who was generally
thought to have edited or even to have written the book. The name
was used to distinguish this authentic account of Aristotle's own view
from the Eudemian Ethics and the Great Ethics (s called). See Grant,
Ethicsof Aristotle, |, Essay .
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Aristotle'sinterpretation of Greek thought and its tendencies
in the fourth century.

What, then, is the unum necessarium, if there be one?
Knowledge and love of the Form of Good, Plato had said.
This Aristotle regects as vague and unreal.

Even if there is some... abstract and absolute good, it
will plainly not be such as a man finds practicable and
attainable, and therefore will not be such a good aswe are
in search of. It will possbly be held, however, that it is
worth while to apprehend this universal good, as having a
relation to the goods which are attainable and practicable;
for if we have thisasamodel weshall be better ableto know
the things which are good relatively to ourselves, and
knowing them, to acquire them. Now, although there is
a certain plausibility in this theory, it ssems not to har-
monize with scientific experience; for while all sciences
aim at a certain good and seek to supply a deficiency, they
omit the knowledge of the universal good. Yet it is not
reasonable to suppose that what would be so extremely
helpful isignored, and not sought at all by artists generally.
But it is difficult to sse what benefit a cobbler or carpenter
will get in reference to his art by knowing the absolute
good, or how the contemplation of the absolute idea will
make a better physician or general.!

How far this characteristic criticism of Plato's Absolute
Good is valid need not be discussed here in any detail. So
far as Plato's own teaching is concerned, Aristotle misses the
point entirely, of course. He constantly misguotes and dis-

! Aristotle, Ethics, I, 4. All references will be to Welldon's translation
of the Ethics and to Jowett's translation of the Politics, For a critical
appreciation of Aristotle's attitude to Plato on this point, sse Grant,

Ethics of Aristotle, |, Essay Ill, and Stewart's note on this chapter
(1, 4) in Notes on the Nicomachean Ethics.
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torts, and the most pregnant passages of the dialogues were
too alien to his temperament to be understood or even
studied with any patience. But his reaction is interesting
in its own way, neverthdess, and is no doubt pertinent
enough as against the tendency of Plato's disciples to make
the Form of Good a mere metaphysical formula. At any
rate, he tries to find the answer to the question 'What is
good? in a different way and he does add some light. In-
stead of an Absolute Good — a conception which he accepts
in the Metaphysics and discussss there, but which ssemsto
him too vague, unreal, and unproven to have any practical
value for conduct — he suggeds that there are in fact many
'goods,” and that the good of any onething is to befound in
its function and its function alone as leading to an appro-
priate end. Thereis a good peculiar to a flower or an ox, a
builder or a physician, and there is a good for man which
may well be taken as our ultimate standard and aim if we
can only discover it.

To find this supreme good for man he asks himself whether
thereis anything that all men want not simply as a means to
an end — such as food or money or power — but as a su-
premely desirable end in itself. This good desired by all he
finds to be Happiness. But lest he be misunderstood he
hastens to explain that Happiness really means a perfect
functioning of on€s essential nature. Man's distinctive
nature is rational and moral. His Good, therefore, i.e, his
Happiness, must be in the perfect functioning of his rational
and moral being —*an activity of the soul in accordance
with virtue." An activity, afunction, beit noted, not a state.
And ‘in accordance with virtue' simply means 'in the best,
i.e., the most appropriate, the most effective way.' If it were
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possible in English as it was for Aristotle in Greek to speak
of a virtuous and happy rose or lion, one would mean by
such words a rose or lion that functions as such most per-
fectly. So with aman. Human goodness and human happi-
ness are alike realized in the man who functions perfectly
as a man, i.e., as a being whose essential nature is rational
and spiritual.

Happiness is then quite a different thing from pleasure.
It is active, rational virtue and lies in being one's best self,
whereas pleasure is a mere sensation, often fleeting, often
deceptive, often paid for by degradation and pain. But at
the same time Happiness is by no means to be contrasted
with pleasure. On the contrary, the life of the good man is
sure to be a pleasant one. ‘For pleasure is a psychical fact,
and whatever a man is said to be fond of is pleasant to him;
e.g., a horse to one who is fond of horses, just action to alover
of justice, and virtuous actions in general to a lover of vir-
tues— Actions in accordance with virtue are pleasant in
themselves.” So the virtuous man will be a happy man, and
will find pleasure in the exercise of virtue.

But when Aristotle follows this out to its logical con-
clusion, he reaches something with which a modern mind
finds it a little hard to associate either pleasure as usually
understood or virtue as usually understood. The real good
for man which is to be truly called Happiness is found to
consist in what Aristotle calls Theoria, the contemplative
life. Such a conclusion isat first startling; yetit is perfectly
consistent, far as this seems to be from his insistence on a
definite, tangible good which one may se and aim at. |If
man's happiness is to be found in his perfect realization as
a rational being, then surely he will have found perfect
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happiness only when he can rid himself entirely of external
things and devote himsdlf wholly to contemplation, the un-
trammeled exercise of hisreason. And logically this rational
activity must be devoted to an object no lower than itsdf,
or dse—like the life of honor or sensual pleasure — it will
be no longer sdf-aufficient. So Aristotle made God, as the
absolutely perfect rational Being, absorbed in active and
perpetual self-contemplation' —a notion that took root
and never quite lost its place in later speculations about the
Divinenature.

But so far as the thought of Aristotle is concerned, we
must not take this argument of his too serioudy. It illus-
trates only the difficulties of the philosophic mind when it
is relentlessly following a clue into the cloudland of meta-
physical logic. It makes Aristotle's chief good for man
infinitely less dynamic than Plato's Form of Good. But
he does not stop with this. He sees himsdlf that the contem-
plative activity which is Happiness and the supreme good for
man must be more clearly related to life, and to thisend it is
necessary to look more closdly into the phrase 'in accordance
with virtue." The virtue of anything in Aristotle's snse
is simply the quality by which its nature is realized, the
moral state that ‘has the effect of producing a good condition
of that of which it is a virtue or excdlence and of enabling
it to perform its function well." Which sounds complicated
but yieldsa meaning when examined. Sowith hisusual tenac-
ity he comes back to his first argument concerning goodness.
The adjective 'good' applied to arose, a horse, a man, has a
different and appropriate meaning in each case. But it
serves the same general purposein all casss and when we ask

! Metaphysics, XI1.
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again what we mean by ‘good for man’ and insist on a plain
answer, we find that it is absurdly smple — so simple that it
is confusing. Instead of goodness being a tremendous, ani-
mating ldea, we have ‘good’ asjust a useful description, a
fair equivalent to our much-used 'efficient, and 'goodness
nothing after all but an abstract noun. Which alsois not to
be taken too serioudy, though the issue thus raised —
whether all 'universals' are only names — was to be savagely
and endlessly debated in the universities of the future. Aris-
totle himself was quite undisturbed by his own reasoning, and
went serenely on with hisinquiry into goodness and happiness
as if their reality were not in question.

In one respect all of this discusson of goodness seems
strange to a modern because of what is to us a curious
omission. The conception of duty — the reluctant doing of
a thing because it is right — does not seem to occur to
Aristotle as an admirable motive at all, any more than it had
to Plato. We have already seen in Plato's remarks on pri-
mary education that he emphasized not discipline in the
sne of stern represson of desire, but the cultivation of
desres that are good. With this Aristotle quite agreed. A
moral act is not for him one done unwillingly from a snse
of duty or obedience to a command, but one done willingly
because of an inner harmony with the command.

The pleasure or pain which follows upon actions may
be regarded as a test of a person's moral state. He who
abstains from physical pleasure and feds delight in so
doing is temperate; but he who feds pain at so doing is
licentious. He who faces danger with pleasure, or at least
without pain, is courageous, but he who feds pain at
facing it is a coward.... Hence the importance of having
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had a certain training from very early days, as Plato says,
such a training as produces pleasure and pain at the right
objects; for thisis the true education.

There are then two fundamental elementsin the rational
activity of the soul in accordance with virtue. Oneis purely
intellectual, the other moral. One relates to intelligence,
wisdom, knowledge, and has its perfection in the contempla-
tivelife. But thiscan never attain its end without the moral
activities that imply control. Wisdom can be taught, and
indeed it is by teaching that it is mainly fostered. But moral
virtue is the outcome of habit. Wisdom and virtue are alike
based on heredity, on tendenciesimplanted in us. No amount
of teaching can make a stone wise, and no amount of habit-
uation can make it fall up instead of down. The laws of our
being, that is to say, constitute our absolute starting-point.
But they only make us potentially good or bad. That poten-
tiality becomes actual through habit. By building well we
become good builders, by building badly we become bad
builders.

[So] it isby doing just acts that we become just, by do-
ing temperate acts we become temperate, by doing coura-
geous acts we become cour ageous. T he experience of states
is a witness to this truth, for it is by training the habits
that legidators make the citizens good. This is the object
which all legidators have at heart; if a legidator does not
succeed he fails of his purpose, and it constitutes the dis-
tinction between a good government and a bad one?

To this basing of moral training on habit Aristotle adds
one great principle that should guide us in the selection and

! Ethics, 11, 2; compare Republic, 111, 401-02, and 1V, 424-25.

2 Ethics, 11, 2; compare Republic, 11, 401-02 and 1V, 424-25.
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emphasis of the activities whose habitual energeia spdls
virtue— the principle of the Mean. The ancient Greek
feeling for measure, the middle way between excess and
defect, is to Aristotle the only safe guide. The doctrine of
the Mean is nothing new, and it had been presented with
beauty and force by Aristotle's master in the Philebus. It is
simply the Delphic motto, ‘Nothing in excess' restated
in an attempt to reduce to an exact statement the general
principle of caution, common-sense, avoidance of extremes.
'Excess or deficiency of gymnastic exercisss is fatal to
strength— A person who avoids and is afraid of everything
and faces nothing becomes a coward; a person who is not
afraid of anything but is ready to face anything becomes
foolhardy." Here, asin respect of the Good, Aristotle warns
us that it is not a question of anything universal, absolute,
mathematically defined. The absolute Mean might con-
ceivably be ascertainable, but it would be of little value. It
is the relative Mean, varying with each individual, that is
the practical thing. Thewise and profitable M ean of diet and
training for the professonal wrestler will be an extreme for
the ordinary person. 'This being 0, everybody who under-
stands his business avoids alike excess and deficiency; he
seeks and choosss the M ean, not the absolute M ean, but the
Mean considered relatively to ourseves.'

So far then we have our final end stated to be the attain-
ment of Happiness, virtue defined as the fundamental con-
dition of Happiness, and habit named as the supreme instru-
ment for the training in virtue, the principle of the Mean
to be our guide throughout. Finally, just as Plato when he
reached a somewhat similar point in his discussion, having
stated his case for the education of his 'guardians through
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environment and habit, realized that he must further train
them in the power of abstraction and conscious selection,
so too does Aristotle. He lays it down that man in the
realization of his rational function must consciously sdect
virtue if he is to be called virtuous. 'Actions in accordance
with virtue are not, eg., temperately performed because they
are in themsdves just or temperate. It is necessary that the
agent at the time of performing them should satisfy certain
conditions; i.e., in the first place, that he should know what
he is doing, second, that he should deliberately choose to do
it and to do it for its own sake, and thirdly, that he should
do it as an instance of a settled and immutable moral state.’
In short, just to the extent that what is relatively pleasant
is absolutely good are we in a state of moral health, and the
conscious, willing, and habitual expresson of this action is
virtue.

If all this sounds academic, prosaic, iff, even dull, and
we had said so to Aristotle— though he is not often really
dull — he no doubt would have assured us that when philoso-
phy becomes amusing it is not philosophy, and that meticu-
lous precision is an essential to scientific thinking. Plato's
flights of fancy and snse of humor must have annoyed his
pupil profoundly. Yet to us Aristotle's own procedure, so
admirable in its way, was as one-sided as a mathematical
interpretation of Isaiah or of a sunset. Truth islarger than
accuracy, as we well know, and the value of facts depends on
many things besides their objective solidity. Truth is
larger also than logic, and an exhaustive analysis often only
puts to flight the very thing we are trying to capture. Aris-
totle had, in fact, a serious blind spot that he might possibly
have admitted with pride— lack of imagination. And that
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lack made him feeble and overcautious in synthesis, unable
to se even facts if they were outside his immediate purpose,
and unwilling to take account of them if they seemed irrel-
evant to his specific and predetermined.plan.

That overcaution might account for a curious and instruc-
tive limit of range in his greatest work, the Palitics. During
the last twenty years of his life the city-states practically
ceased to exist. So that as a student of government Aristotle
stood in a unique position, on a ridge between two eras, the
one finished, the other hardly begun. He had before him the
completed story of the one political form that the Greeks
had found really congenial, the form with which they had
tried every possble experiment. But those experiments were
ended (except for the federal experiment of the Achaian and
/Atolian Leagues, unconsdered by Aristotle as a possibility
and foredoomed to failure) and a new one of a totally dif-
ferent type was under way. Now the philosopher outlived
Alexander. He must have been familiar with the whole
course of events that led to the enforced union of the Greeks
under their northern masters. Yet he showed no sign that
he was even aware of the tremendous change in his world's
political outlook that was taking place before his eyes. The
state to him meant the city. For him Charonea had not oc-
curred, or Babylon become the center of a Greek empire, or
the kingdom supplanted the palis.

Yet it was in the Politics that Aristotle was at his best,
nevertheless. Blind as he was to what was going on around
him, limited as he was by his city-state point of view and
hampered by his effort to be both logical and true to his facts,
his genius broke through his sdf-imposed barriers and pro-
duced some of the most illuminating comments on society
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ever made. Hisdictum that the nature of anything isto be
found in its final cause, i.e., its fulfilled purpose, that the
state is essential to man's fulfilment, that in fact man is
political animal, is quoted at least once each year in ever
collegeinthecivilized world. That 'the stateis prior to the
family and to the individual since the whole is of necessit
prior to the part' opens up the whole problem of the relatio
of the organism to its functioning elements. ‘ The form ¢
government is best in which every man, whoever he s, car-
act for the best and live happily,” might be a quotation
from Montesquieu. And such generalizations are quit
characteristic. They are based partly on logic, partly on
streak of Plato that Plato's mutinous pupil might have in-
dignantly repudiated, partly on close inspection of the con-
stitutions and revolutions of scores of states, on special casss
critical examinations, detailed comparisons. At any rate
and for whatever reasons, Aristotle had now and then to pu
his facts together and see them as alive. That is true of g]
his works, but it is especially and brilliantly true of the
Palitics.

Inthe main, though, hetriedtofollow therule'that asin
other departments of science so in politics, the compound
should always be resolved into the simple elements composin,
it." And inadequate as the rule may be for the study of al-
organism, it served him well for the mechanical phase of hi
subject which was after all his main interest. In spite of hi
occasional signs of a biological point of view, he shared the
Hellenic indifference to history; the constitutions he ex-
amined were seen as completed structures; and even his elab
orate accounts of changes and revolutions are as if he were
surveying different types of amachine and explaining which
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parts were most apt to break or wear out. But not only is
that way of approaching the science of politics of value at
any time— it was peculiarly the Greek way. Even Plato's
description of the rise of a city is analytic, not historical.
To take a thing apart in order to find the essential thing in
it was the obvious procedure. And Aristotle did after all
add another suggestion, the looking ahead to the completed
end to find the 'essenceé — a brilliant suggestion that he did
not use a great deal, but that had a profound influence later
on. It is possble indeed, that the perennial fascination of
the Poalitics for students of government rests, not on its wis-
dom alone, but on its hestancies, its reconsderings, its in-
completeness, its truths half apprehended, its unfulfilled
promises, its dgns of an eager and powerful mind grappling
with material too alive and complex for systematic treatment.
But however that may be, it is one of the great books,
sober, wise, patiently intent on reducing confusion to order,
a noble summing-up of the political experience of the Greek
people.

It isin this careful, thoughtful, systematic way that Aris-
totle meets all his problems. It is asif he knew that he stood
at the end of an epoch and were looking calmly back over it
in a final survey. For before he laid down his pen or gave his
last lecture he had given form, by analysis, criticism, defini-
tion, and classification, to all of the fundamental ideals and
spiritual achievements of hisrace. His doctrine of the M ean
is the result of an evolution that had begun with the aidos
of Homer and Hesiod, had grown into the sophrosune and
‘measure’ of the poets, of Solon, and of Herodotus, and had
found its noblest expression in the ‘justice’ of Plato. His
list of the virtuesis a moral critique of the poets from Homer
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to Aschylus. Even his fixing on Happiness as the supreme
good is characteristically Greek. But he was equally true
to the genius of his people in his refusal to identify happiness
with pleasure, in his insistence on the idealism that stamps
everything Greek, the harmonious subordination of every
detail — whether in a poem, a statue, or man himself — to
the essential thing that makes the detailsintelligible, whether
we call it essence, Substance, Form, or Idea. Plato's emphasis
on the lIdea, Aristotle's search for the completed end, are the
philosophic formulation of the same principle that is em-
bodied in every Greek statue or vase — the dislike of the
eccentric, of the accidental, and the love of what is universal,
fundamental, absolute.

Summing up, then, Aristotle's permanent contribution was
in range of vision and in scientific method. His search for
law, his genius for comparison and deduction, his emphasis
on classification and definition, his persistent analysis, his
constant effort to see the meaning and bearing of facts in
relation to function and to allow no generalization that does
not spring naturally from thoughtful observation, make him
the first great scientific thinker of Europe, the first at any
rate of whom we have adequate record. He had predecessors,
of course, in the fields of mathematics, geography, astronomy,
and physics. Hisdistinctivecharacteristicwasnotoriginality.
But it was his task and his achievement to give unity, aim,
and method to the wholefield of thought, to gather together
the scattered and fragmentary lines of investigation from
the lonians to the Sophists and Plato, to show them in their
relation, and to chart them clearly for the investigators
that should come after him. Nevertheless, when we see him
in his placein the history of the Greek genius, when we com-
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pare him with his Master, there is something that we miss,
something dynamic and magnificent. Plato was of the pro-
phets, Aristotle only the greatest of the scribes. The 'master
of those who know’ was the voice of an age from whose
spirit the divine firewas fading away forever.



CHAPTER XV
The Last Phase

A LEXANDER THE GREAT died in 323 B.C. Itisnot
wholly without reason that many historians have
brought their narratives to a close with that event. In their
eyes it marks the close of an era. Yet it is unfortunate too.
If any one such event marks the close of an erait is the battle
of Chazonea fifteen years earlier, grotesque asit would seem
to end the story of the Greeks without including Alexander.
But neither date ‘closes an era,’ and for an historian to imply
that it does creates a misunderstanding. It results in the
reader's mind being brought violently against an artificial
partition; heistold, practically, that further progressin that
direction is awaste of time, and he is bidden to turn to quite
another road — that of Rome. But if thisiswrong, it is not
inexcusable. The change wrought by Alexander in the Greek
world was deep, permanent, and far-reaching. The departure
of his gigantic figure from the stage seemsin truth to indicate
the end of a long and tremendous drama. After him Hellas
seems hardly to be Hellas.

The change was no doubt most evident in politics. The
political life of fifth-century Greece centered in the city-state.
The city-state, in the older sense, was a thing of the past
when Alexander died. The cities themselves remained, many
of them, with a complete or ailmost complete self-govern-
ment. But their pride was gone, and such independence as
they retained was held on sufferance. They stood at the mercy
first of Alexander, then of the military chief who happened
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to sway their region. To defy their Macedonian overlord
was to court destruction. Their political ambitions, their
party conflicts, their spasmodic efforts to assert themselves
were mere eddies and splashes in a great stream whose new
and mighty floods were wiping out and reshaping all the
marks of the old bed.

Moreover, a new type of Greek had come into existence.
Almost are we tempted to say that the Greek himself, as
distinguished from this or that kind of Greek, had comeinto
existence. Spartans and Athenians, Corinthians and Mile-
sians, Atolians and Achaians had fought for years side by
side with Macedonians and Asiatics under the banner of a
half-Greek and half-Thracian king, and then come back by
companies and brigades to their cities after campaigns that
had taken them across the Nile and the Jordan, the Euphrates
and theTigris, the Oxus and the Indus. Still othersremained
in Egypt, Syria, or elsewhere as permanent settlers in a
Greater Hellas. No matter what their attitude had been
toward the mighty plan that had been the king's ambition,
they had all shared in it. They had been changed as an
Englishman, a German, or a Swiss is changed who lives for
ten years in Texas, in Alberta, in New South Wales, or in
Rhodesia. For these Greeks did not live in Babylon or camp
in Samarkand as Athenians or Corinthians, but as Greeks, as
soldiers of Alexander. They might retain their European and
Hellenic prejudices and ways of living, but city patriotism
would vanish and cosmopolitanism or at least a larger
Hellenism would takeits place.

So post-Alexandrian Hellas was no longer a loose aggrega-
tion of city-states, but a group of kingdoms whose power
extended far into the lands of the ‘ barbarians,’ and the
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Helenes of Greece of Ada, of Syria, and of Egypt were less
sparated spiritually than were the Hdlenes of Sparta,
Athens, and Corinth a century before. Something, no doubt,
was log. The new dispensation produced no Aschylus and
no Sophodes no Plato and no Thucydides. But if there was
ome mighty magic in fifth-century Athensthat had vanished
from the earth in the third century, there was at leas some
recompense The barriers of Hellenism were broken down.
The language and the idess of Hellas were scattered broad-
cad over the easern world. The time was coming when
Antioch and Alexandria, named after Greeks, should rival
Athens herdf, when the Jewish striptures had to be trans
lated into Greek to make them accessble to Hebrews, when
a Jew could win the attention of Athenians under the shadow
of the Acropolis, and write to his friends at Ephesus and
Corinth in the language of Aristotle.

Theresult was a civilization Hellenic and yet not Hellenic,
presrving and spreading the Greek language, yet in a form
that the fifth-century writers would have thought dumsy
and uncouth, deveoping Gresk philosophy and art along
lines that Plato and Phidias could not have approved, with
all of the old intellectual eagerness and quickness with even
a broader and more catholic range of vison and interes,
but with less idealism, less appreciation of the virtue of
sophrosune. It was, we have said, Gresk and yet not Greek,
but that is not true, or is true only if we refuse to call any-
thing Gresk unless it bdongs to the century or century and
a half that follows Marathon. The England of Pope was not
the England of Shakepeare, the England of Ruskin was not
the England of Horace Walpole, but it was England, never-
theess. The Gresk world in theyear 300 B.C. wasnot that of
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the year 400 B.C., but it was still Hellas— Hellas in another
phase. And for convenience the word 'Hellenistic’ has been
coined to describe Greek civilization after Alexander, to
distinguish it from the pre-Alexandrian, the Hellenic.

One caution is necessary, indeed. Deep and far-reaching as
were the results of Alexander's conquests, the Hellenic
mind had begun to undergo its great change long before the
conquest of Asia. Difficult as it is to define it with precision,
we may say that the change in art, for instance, meant a
loss of idealism and of intellectual and spiritual motive, and
a new striving to give direct, sensuous pleasure; that the
change in language was away from dialect and toward a
standardized Greek tongue, not Attic and not Doric; that the
change in thought was away from the speculative and to-
ward the practical, away from metaphysics and toward
ethics on the one hand, mathematical and physical science
on the other. And all of these were clearly evident before the
conquests of Alexander. But it is nevertheless true that if
we do not yield to the temptation — so common and so
seductive — to see in one event a too absolute turning-point,
the reign of Alexander does serve as a landmark.

The political events of the generation following Alexander's
death may be briefly summarized. For twenty years there
was almost constant war between the generals of Alexander,
or, as these disappeared one by one from the scene, between
their sons and successors Each had been assigned his
province or satrapy, but Ptolemy alone, whether satisfied
with Egypt or convinced that much more was not to be
obtained, refrained from an effort to gain control over the
whole empire. The matter was finally contested and settled
in one great battle at Ipsus in Phrygia (301 B.C.) and when
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the smoke cleared away the result was as follows. Macedon
(with apractical but more or less loosdly exercised supremacy
over Greece), Syria, and Egypt were separate kingdoms.
Macedon never again produced a Philip or an Alexander, but
under the descendants of Antigonus, the great king's ablest
general, she remained the controlling power in the Balkan
peninsula until the Roman conquest a century and a half
later. Syria, with Persia and the provinces of the East, fell
to Sdeucus and remained in the hands of his family until the
motley empire was divided between the Romans and the
Parthians. Egypt was thedomain of Ptolemy, whose descend-
ants ruled the land of the Nile long after the fall of
the Antigonids and the Sdeucids, their line ending at last
with Cleopatra. These were the three ‘Great Powers of the
third century east of the Adriatic. Of lessr states, Epirus,
a little seacoag kingdom west of Macedon, famous only
because of a brief but spectacular clash with Rome, Per-
gamum in northern Asia Minor, and the free Greek city of
Rhodes, are perhaps the most notable. Athens— still the
most brilliant center of Greek thought and art — the Achaian
and /Atolian Leagues, and Sparta retained a precarious
independence, but had little more influence on the politics
of the period than, say, Portugal, Switzerland, or Denmark
on the palitics of contemporary Europe.

Of all the Greek states of the third century, Egypt was not
only the longest-lived but the most interesting to the modern
student. The first three Ptolemies, able and in the main
enlightened despots, succeeded in making their navy the
most powerful in the eastern Mediterranean, in holding a
loose but quite real protectorate over idands and coast
cities as far north as Lemnos, and in developing maritime
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trade until Alexandria was as surdy the main commerdal
dépdt of the eatern Mediterranean as Carthage of the
western. The new city at the mouth of the Nile became not
only the mos cosmopalitan in the world — at once Greek,
Jewish, and Egyptian — but ssoond only to Athens as a
center of culture. Indeed, in some respects she was firg
rather than ssoond. Yet thereis a dark sde to the sory of
the Ptolemies. Their splendor was made possble by a grind-
ing tyranny over the native population. Not only was the
king the absolute landowner of thewhadle valley of the Nile—
as the Pharaohs had always been — but he was the owner,
both in theory and in fact, of Egyptian manufacture and
commerce, fixing prices and extorting prdfits to the extreme
[imit. ‘Even in far-disant Deos the price of paper, myrrh,
and other articles was fixed by the royal monopolist.* The
income of every man in Egypt was regulated by the will of
theking.

But for our purposes the political divisons of the third
century, the intrigues the wars, the ambitions, and the
administrative measures of the Macedonian princes are less
important than the ever-active works of the Gresk mind, as
it sought to probe, to estimate, to express its adjusment to
the changed and changing world. The essntial fact of the
latter part of the fourth century is the conquest of Ada, the
breaking down of barriers, the scattering of Hellenism broad-

! Ferguson, Greek Imperialism, p. 170. One result of some interest was
the substitution of parchment for paper. Parchment was, of course,
a much older writing material than paper, but it had been largely dis-
placed, and its revival was Pergamum's device for meeting Egypt's
high prices. Theword ‘paper’ ispapyrus, largely an Egyptian product;
so the word 'parchment' is derived from pergamentum — or pergamena
charta. Parchment is simply a form of leather, and the Pergamenes
adapted it and improved it to meet this particular need.
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cast over Syria, Egypt, and the lands of the East. The essn-
tial fact of the third century is the growth and fruition of
the seeds planted by Alexander and his soldiers on the one
hand, by philosophers, poets, and artists on the other, the
reaction, in short, of a new environment on the Hellenic
organism. The wars and policies of a Sdeucus or a Ptolemy
could not seriously modify the situation. And as we turned
from the battles of Athenians and Spartans to consder the
teaching of Socrates and Euripides, so we must put asde the
schemes of Alexander's successors to discuss achievements
far more distinctively Greek and of infinitely more value to
mankind, the achievements of scholars, poets, and thinkers.

Aristotle, more than most Greeks, certainly more than
any of his predecessors, had felt the need at once of facts
and of clear distinctions. In his genius for inductive method,
in his constant desire to relate his thinking to observed facts
and to organize it clearly, he was the apostle of a new move-
ment that we may well honor with the name of science. And
scientific thinking, albeit in the limited sense of collection,
classification, specialization, and interest in things that are
susceptible of observation and exact statement, became
characteristic of Aristotle's successors of the Lyceum. Thus
his successor in the schoal at Athens, Theophrastus, developed
the science of botany, while others devoted themselves to
philology, literary criticism, the history and theory of music.
While one may not say that the stience of the third and
second centuries owed its origin or even its main inspiration
to Aristotle, yet he was certainly its greatest prophet.

The center of the scientific world from the time of the first
Ptolemy was, however, not Athensbut Alexandria. Herewas
founded thefirst institution that will bear a parallel to the
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modern university, the twin foundation of the Library and
the Museum. It was the aim of the kings to include in the
Library a copy of every Greek work in existence, and it may
be that they succeeded. In the Museum, the home of the
Muses, poets, scholars, and philosophers worked in peace
under the patronage of the king, seeking both to add to the
sum of Greek wisdom and to organize, verify, illustrate, and
interpret what was already known. On the whole the work
of the Alexandrians was threefold: the collecting and editing
of the classics, the classification and advancement of know-
ledge, and the production of a literature that should express
the spirit of the new cosmopolitan Hellas. The first was
worth doing and was well done. The second and third varied
greatly in value, but such as they were they formed the basis
of the science and literature of Rome.

In the advancement, as distinguished from the classifica-
tion, of knowledge, Alexandrian science labored under heavy
handicaps. Much that it accomplished was of doubtful value.
Y et something worth while was achieved and in some fields
the debt of civilization to the workers of the Hellenistic age
isquiteincalculable. Euclid, in the time of thefirst Ptolemy,
laid the first solid foundation for the science of geometry —
a science by no means unknown before his time, but never
before surveyed and plotted out so exactly and compre-
hensively. Eratosthenes (about 276-194 B.C.), grammarian,
geographer, and mathematician, a man of whose manifold
interests we would gladly know more, succeeded in roughly
measuring the circumference of the earth, and made the
first systematic effort to reduce the history of the past to
an exact chronology. Hipparchus (about 150 B.C.) did more
than any other one man to sum up the astronomical knowledge



280 A BIOGRAPHY OF THE GREEK PEOPLE

of theancient world. Headded to observation the application
of mathematics, and his system of astronomy served as the
bass of that of the more famous Ptolemy (Claudius Ptole-
meaus, fl. about A.D. 140), a later Alexandrian whose theory
of the Universe prevailed until modern times! And these,
with the physicists Archimedes and Hieron, are only the
most distinguished names of a multitude.

The most notable defect of Alexandrian science, indeed of
all Greek stience, is its failure to discover with any real
clearness and grasp the prodigious thing that we call experi-
ment. And perhaps the second defect, related to the former,
is the failure to appreciate the importance of accuracy. But
behind these is something more fundamental —a lack of
interest in anything not human. When a Greek considered
man and all his ways and expressed himself thereon in
literature, in art, or in reflection, he was roving in his own
peculiar domain. When he abandoned hisown field therewas
only one other department of thought in which he achieved
distinction. This was mathematics, and it was hardly an
exception, for the interest in mathematics was akin to the
interest in gymnastics; it sprang from a purejoy in mental
exercise, in mental discipline and victory. The problems of
number and space did undoubtedly fascinate many power ful
minds throughout Hellas, and the result was far from incon-
siderable. Plato, Euclid, Archimedes, Eratosthenes, Hip-
parchus, and the later Ptolemy are all notable names in the
history of pure and applied mathematics. But if we except
the work of one mighty genius, Archimedes of Syracuse, and

! The incorrect assumption of Hipparchus and Ptolemy that the sun
and planets moved about the earth in circular orbits was accepted until
the time of Copernicus (1543), Galileo (1564-1642), and Kepler (1571-
1630).
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perhaps of one other, Hieron of Alexandria, nothing was done
in the fields of physics, chemistry, or biology that the world
has not had to unlearn before it could find the right road to
progress.

Perhaps the largest part of the work of the Alexandrian
scholars was in the fields of philology, grammar, and literary
criticism. And in this atmosphere of analysis, research, and
learning there was produced a vast literature. Alexandrian
poetry consisted in the main of short, highly polished poems
— epigrams, idylls, degies, and the like— with a few epics,
nearly all poetry of erudition rather than of insight and inspir-
ation. With two exceptions to be noted later the literature
of the Hellenistic age is learned, finished, uninspired, doomed
toremain, asit is today, unread and unknown by all except
the students of the history of literature and thought. But
the undoubted influence that it exercised on the Romans
does save it from total oblivion. This has been expressed so
well by Professor Mackail that we shall simply quote his
words without adding further comment:

That their poetic production was mingled with pedantry
istrue; itisalsotruethatin their inferior work thepedantry
is more conspicuous than the poetry. But we must go
deeper. If they did not care for poetry, why did they
practiceit soincessantly and with such pains and devotion?
Thereason is simply this: that the center of poetry having
been lost, they were trying their best to find it. In this
attempt they did not fully succeed. But if they did not
recover poetry they made a serious advance on the way
toward its recovery. They ploughed the fallows, and pre-
pared the field for new seed. The Latin genius entered
into the field they had prepared. The Alexandrians were
the interpreters of Hellas and the forerunners of Ausonia.
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In either way their effective value in the life of poetry can
hardly be overestimated. They filled up with their bodies,
one might aimost say, the gap that might otherwise have
become an impassable chasm. They kept the poetry of
the past alive, and nursed the seeds of the poetry of the
future. But for them Greek poetry might have perished
out of the world. But for them Latin poetry might never
have come to the birth.!

The value of Alexandrian literature is not, however, soldy
historical. In the midst of so much that only preserved the
past for the future, with no living contribution of its own,
two new or almost new, motives appeared which were both
interesting and fruitful — the love of men and women as
forming the central interest of a romance, and the pleasure
in rural and pastoral life. The literary motive of romantic
love had been foreshadowed, no doubt, by Euripides, but
only foreshadowed. In Alexandrian literature one finds it
everywhere, in the most unexpected places. Thus the as
tronomical poem of Eratosthenes, theHermes, must lighten the
details of stars and constellations by telling of the passon of
Hermes for Kypris, not casually as Homer would have done,
but at length and with sensuous luxury of description. The
antiquarian poem of Callimachus, the Aitia, finds space in
the midst of its catalogues of rituals and ceremonies for the
love story of Acontius and Cydippe, each more beautiful
than the other, who are stricken with the arrows of the love-
god at a feast of Delos, and after long miseries due to the
opposition of cruel parents are happily united in the true
fashion of mediaeval and modern romance.

The best extant example of the Hellenistic romantic tale

1J.W.Mackail, Lectureson Greek Poetry, p. 184.
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is, however, the Argonautica of Apollonius of Rhodes. We
know a little about Apollonius himself, and that little gives
us an interesting side-light on his time. Driven from Alex-
andria to Rhodes by the jealous hatred of his powerful
teacher and rival Callimachus, he returned to the Egyptian
city with an assured reputation as might an Englishman of
today who should fail in London to succeed in New York
or Paris, and who should come back to his own land with the
glamor of a triumph gained in a city not his own. The
Argonautica is the real source of our accepted version of
Jason and the Golden Fleece. It centers largely on the loves
of Jason and Medea, and with all of its mythological learning
itisfull of area joy in adventure, in marvelous episodes of
magic and Olympian power, and in the potent witchcraft of
love. The tragedy of Medea is the forerunner of the tragedy
of Dido, and the Argonautica is the link between the Odyssey
and the Aneid.

The second exception to our broad statement regarding
Hellenistic poetry isimportant, not only because it represents
a new interest, but also because it was the chosen field of the
last of the great Greek singers, Theocritus. This was the
pastoral or bucolic. Theocritus was not, of course, an ancient
Wordsworth. He does not adore Nature herself so much as
the simple life, the life that lives in intimate contact with
Nature. Hisidylls are peopled with shepherds and shepherd-
esxs, and he delights in the sounds of the pastures and the
hillsides. In a busy age of commerce and of industry, of
splendid courts and rapidly acquired riches, of mental and
physical dissipation, of an artificial, highly refined, and some-
what blase civilization, they represent a reaction such as
that symbolized by the paintings of Greuze in the feverish
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atmosphere of the old régime, or by Marie Antoinette's
little hamlet in the Petit Trianon. They became the model
for a dass of bucolic poetry that has persisted to our own time,
with a phraseology — itself soon to become artificial — that
one may sein Virgil and in Spenser, in Lycidas and in the
Scholar Gypsy. Theocritus wrote poems of other moods,
some of them charming enough, and at least one—the
fifteenth idyll, vividly picturinga scenein Alexandria—isin
thefirst rank of descriptive, realistic poetry. But asthe poet
of the Sicilian pasture lands he is supreme, above all con-
temporariesand all succesors.

And among these poets and scholars and scientists moved,
restlesdy, the philosophers — probing, debating, weaving
phrases of Socrates and Plato into ingenious patterns, busy
for the most part with 'vain imaginations, vain altercations
and vain affectations,’ Academics contending with Peripate-
tics, Cynics with Cyrenaics. Too critical to be constructive,
too intent on subtle and speculative dialectic to keep any
solid sense of value, they had the merits and limitations that
Bacon, ages later, found in those who ‘out of no great quan-
tity of matter and infinite agitation of wit spin out laborious
webs of learning — admirable for the fineness of thread and
work, but of no substance or profit." But in Athens, so long
the home of philosophy, there arose at the end of the fourth
century two teachers of whom this was not true, Zeno and
Epicurus. And their followers, the Stoics and Epicureans,
became apostles and types of two ways of salvation — one
taking theword ‘pleasure,' the other theword 'duty,' asthe
clue to a wise and happy life.

Scholars and philosophers have been inclined to regard
the 'pleasure’ doctrine of Epicurus with a disapproving eye.
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And it was, no doubt, demoralizing. Nevertheless, to the
historian it is not without significance, and it was given
weight and fame apart from its strictly philosophic value by
the great poem of L ucretius On the Nature of Things. M or e-
over, it represents an answer to the eternal question of
philosophy — ‘W hat is the nature of the world we live in
and what isman'splaceinit? — that ispeculiarly congenial
tothemodern mind. Itisfutile, said the Epicurean, to look
for meaning in the sense of purpose. Thereisnone. Theuni-
verse is a chance combination of atoms, and man's concern
initislikeman's concern in a whirlpool, to keep on€'s head
abovewater,worry aslittleaspossbleabout wavesand r ocks,
and have as good a time as conditions permit. Things are
just what they are, neither benevolent nor diabolical; if | am
happy, lifeisa auccess and if | am unhappy, lifeisafailure;
either way it is my own affair and to follow the way of pleas-
ure is the only sensble thing to do — cautiously, not being
deceived by joys that bring pain, but pursuing happiness as
theonly real good, nevertheless. It does sound extraordinar-
ily plausible, and it may even be judged stimulating, since
it throws the responsibility for success and happiness solely
on the individual himsdf, refusing both trust in a helpful
God and fear of an angry one. Nevertheless, if it had been
the characteristic Hellenic philosophy there would have been
no Hellenes. It was and is a philosophy of evasion and sur-
render, a familiar and seductive response to a mood rather
than a solution of lifesriddle.

A very different way of salvation was taught by the half-
Asiatic Zeno in the Painted Porch, the Stoa which gave its
name to the earnest group that gathered there. All of the
most positive, constructive suggestions of their predecessors
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the Stoics embodied in doctrines that were to influence pro-
foundly Roman law and Christian ethics, even Christian
theology — doctrines of duty, of endurance, of divine
omnipotence and human brotherhood that even now, in
many Christian minds, obscure or reinterpret the teachings
of Christ. To the universal and accidental drift of the Epi-
curean atoms the Stoics opposed the Pythagorean assertion
of Cosmos, universal order, plus the guess of Anaxagoras—
transformed into a dogma— that all things were arranged
by Reason, and plus also the organic, dynamic, alive implica-
tionin the familiar word Physis, Nature, the word they liked
best.® The Universe is ruled by Law; it is the expression of
supreme Reason; it is a perfect harmony — or would be if it
were not for man'sfolly; itisalive and purposeful. Y oucould
express all this by the words Cosmos, Nature, Reason
(Logos), God, or Zeus, asyou pleased, meaning the same thing
by all of them. And obviously it is the clear duty of man as
part of that immense, living, rational, and benevolent order
to live in accord with it. ‘Live in harmony with Nature’ is
the Stoic parallel to the Hebrew ‘Fear God and keep His
commandments, for thisis the whole duty of man.’

So to an Epicurean every man is an atom among atoms.
To a Stoic every man is an organic part of a divine order.
Or, if this sounds too abstract and academic to be satisfying,

! Physis, the word from which we have physics and physiology and
physiocrat, is the equivalent of the Latin natura, and* nature' is the ob-
vious English translation. But as with the English word there are com-
plex and baffling shades of meaning and precise definition is practically
impossible — which is perhaps part of its value. An excellent summary
of the meaning of physisin early Greek usage is given by Walter Veazie
in the Columbia University Studiesin the History of Ideas (New Y ork,

1918). The modern history of the word 'nature,” Snce — say — Thomas
Hobbes, is even more exciting.
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you could put it — as Cleanthes did — that we are all lit-
erally children of God. Not Greeks alone but all men are
brothers, made equally divine by the logos spermatikos, the
seed-bearing reason by which we are sons of Zeus. The bar-
rier between Greeks and barbarians was broken by Zeno as
well as by Alexander. So was the barrier between polis and
polis. There was indeed little left of the old city patriotism
by the beginning of the third century: the great kingdoms
of Alexander's generals had supplanted the city-states:
but it might be hoped by the devout Stoic that the Cosmo-
polis would supplant the artificial states of Sdeucus and
Ptolemy and all men be citizens of a world-city, the city of
God. Though, indeed, the City of God already existed —
not just eternal in the Heavens, but eternal in the whole
realm of Nature— and all wise men were its citizens, free
and sdf-aufficient in being masters of themselves, conforming
willingly to the laws of the divine reason within them. And
this Stoic conviction of an inner law, common to all men, lex
naturalis, the Stoic emphasis of duty, of fortitude, of univer-
sal order, of the impregnable will that can make man master
of his fate whatever storms may whirl around him — these
were to influence all after ages. The Stoic creed was to rise
again and asss at the birth of democracy and international-
ism. Thereisadirect descent from Zeno to Thomas Jeffer son.

Nevertheless, there is another side to it. |f Epicureanism
was a philosophy of defeat, a rationalizing of surrender, so
also was Stoicism. The one abandoned ‘ trust in God'; the
other overdsressed it. Calvinism — the aspect of Christian-
ity with which the Stoic doctrine is most often compared —
is saved by its anthropomorphism. God, to a Calvinist, is
not Nature, but the ruler of the universe He created, omni-
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potent and al-wise, ruling by laws that are His persona de-
cress If the whole duty of man is to bow to the command-
ments that he can no more help obeying than a stone can
help falling, yet the necessity of submission is transformed
intoanintense, if illogical, activity by the snse of loyalty to
an Almighty King. So the Calvinist — like a Mohammedan
— can be at once a fatalist and a crusader, esger to co-
operate in making the will of God prevail. But the Stoic —
free indeed to obey or disobey and thereby win pesce or
confusion within his own soul — was aware that his attitude
mattered only to himself: it could not ater the course of
events by a hair's-breadth or earn even a '"Well done, thou
good and faithful servant!’ His obedience was a matter of
duty, too impersonal to be passonate. His philosophy was
the philosophy of a grain of dust blown by the wind — an
intelligent grain of dust who could survey with reverent sub-
mission the mighty laws that drove him on his predestined
flight.

Nevertheless, that one word made a world of difference.
The wise man's apparently futile intelligence was not wholly
futile. In his constiousness of the part he had to play and
hiswill to play it, he felt himself part of the Universal Reason
and could attain the melancholy happiness of a Marcus
Aurelius— a happiness that reminds one of Piccardas 'His
will is our peace’* Beyond question the Stoic faith gave
noble consolation and strength to minds afflicted and over-
whelmed by the sorrowful frustrations of life. But it could
not savethe world to which it offered only the peece of resig-
nation. It sanctified passveness. The rebellion and attack
by which mankind advances were abhorrent to it. Its vir-

! Dante, Paradiso, c. I11.
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tues were fortitude and duty and conformity — confor mity
to reason and law, it is true, but conformity none the less.
It was the philosophy of the Greek old age, a farewell to the
eager initiative, the creative impatience, the adventurous
curiosity that had made Pythagoras and Plato possible. It
was a gospel, not for the free citizens of fifth-century Athens,
but for the lawyers of Imperial Rome.

The essential facts of Hellas after the death of Alexander
areclear. We s the breaking down of local barriers and the
displacing of the Athenian, the Corinthian, the lonian by
the cosmopolitan Greek; the fading away of the city-states;
the tendency in art toward individualism, sensuous grace,
emotional appeal; a similar tendency in literature, with its
comedies of manners and its romances, a shrinkage and
hardening in thought as it narrowed its endeavors to the
meeting and solving of the immediate, concrete problems of
conduct, of physics, of mathematics; and a notable develop-
ment of criticism, classification, and organization in all fields.
Much remained of refinement, acuteness, even of splendor.
But the magnificent range and vital power of Hellenic
civilization had vanished; the shell was forming; and the
Greek race, deprived of its old exuberant fertility, had to
face a new world to whose problems it was unable to adjust
itself. It still had a contribution to make. It was to play a
leading part in the education of the Romans and in the preser-
vation of its priceess heritage for the newer peoples who still
roamed and hunted beyond the Rhine and the Danube,
awaiting their destiny. But its great task of laying the
foundations of western civilization was done.

So our story is told. Between the years 197 and 146 B.C.,
the Roman armies conquered Macedon and the mainland of
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Greece. During the next century Asia Minor, Syria, and
Egypt were added to the orbis terrarum, the circle of lands
about the Mediterranean that owned the sway of the senate
and people of Rome. And yet if acritic were to suggest that
we have been untrue to our own principle and made apolit-
ical and military event the terminal point of our study, we
should have to acknowledge guilt. Thefall of Corinth before
the army of Mummiusin 146 B.C. was inh many respects no
more significant than the battle of Chagonea or the battle
of Ipsus. Itis, after all, not much more than a convenient
stopping-place. Even if the Greek genius never again reached
the heights of Aschylus and Plato, it assuredly did not die.

But the history of Stoicism and Roman law, of the Greek
influence on Christian theology, of the Greco-Roman power
that lingered on at Constantinople until the coming of the
Turks, all thisand the later story of revival and achievement
in our own time seems like the tale of another people. The
Greeks who laid the world under an eternal debt, whose
story isavital part of the history of our civilization, are not
the lawyers of Justinian, nor the soldiers of Heraclius, nor
the bishops of Nicae, nor the contemporaries of Byron, but
the heroes of Homer, the sailors of Salamis, the singers, the
dramatists, the sculptors, the architects, the philosophers of
Athens, the scholars of Alexandria. To say just when the
change came that brought the history of the Hellenes to an
end isimpossible. Certainly the year 146 B.C. is sufficiently
absurd. But absurd or not we shall close our narrative with
that year, when the Greeks of the peninsula bowed their
heads dejectedly before the conquering farmer-soldiers of the
Seven Hills.

THE END
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thrown by Dorians, 12, 34

Achilles, 25, 27, 99, 100

AEgospotami, battle of, 157

Aschylus, describes battle of Sala-
mis, 94; turns dithyramb into
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Themistocles, 85, 92-93
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62-63

Tyre, 232-33

151-52, 154-55,

Vases, 240-41

Xenophanes, 135-36

Xenophon, 49, 51-52, 158-59, 176,
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in Stoic philosophy, 286-87















