UNIVERSAL
LIBRARY

OU_206105

AdVddl T
1VSHAAINN



OUPy881—5-8-74—1 5,000

OSMANIA UNIVERSITY L,IB RY

Call NoT 2, Accession No.
rek

Author

Title

This book should be returned on or before the_rate last marked. halow






PREFACE.

A crtical study and appreciation of Nannichodadeva’s
Kumarasambhava has long been a thing highly desired and
expected by the literary intelligentzia of the Telugu Countr
not merely on account of the intrinsic merit of that work, bus
also on account of the peculiar importance it has acquired owing
to a controversy that has been raised on 1ts first publication, as
regards 1ts date and place 1 the history of Telugu
Literature. A greater antiquity than Nannaya’s Telugu Bharata
has been claimed for 1t, so as to dethrone the latter from the
first place i Telugu Literature generally assigned to it, through
the ingenious efforts of its first editor, who deserved all credit
not only for raising 1t from a long oblivion, but also for having
at the same time made 1ts first publication a highly sensational
event.

Chronology is the bugbear of InWry as of Indian

Literature. The dates of some of the most shining stars in the
political as well as in the literary world are still subjects of
great controversy. InTelugu Literature the date of Nannichoda
is one such. For, many are the families of the Chodas, and
many are the individuals who happened to bear this name, and
all the sources ot external evidence so far tapped yielded us
no definite conclusive proof as regards the tume and identity of
the author of this work. However the general trend of the opi-
nion of the scholars of the Telugu country so far, seems inclined
to place him somewhere after Nannaya thus restoring him
(Nannaya) to the first place in Laterature already assigned to
him. Itis the endeavour of the author of thus critique to
show up the futility of the inscriptional and other available
external evidence in fixing the date and 1déntity of the author
ot Kumarasambhava, and then to try conclusions with the
internal evidence—to see how far the points of evidence thrown
up by a critical intensive study of the work lend themselves
to throw light on the vexed question of the dafe of its author.



iv

The points of internal evidence that are put up for consideras
tion chiefly bear upon the sources and the treatment of the
theme, as well as on other literary and linguistic parallels and
peculiarities.

The question of the sources has been thoroughly dealt
with. Evidence has been brought forward to show that
Nannichoda followed or taken hints not only from the first eight
sargas of Kalidasa’s Kumarasambhava, but also from the other
portion of the work attributed to some later scholar probably
of about the 13th century A. D., and from Udbhata’s work on
Alankara, wherein an incident from the story of Kumara-
sambhava—namely Siva assuming the form of a ‘vatu,’ has been
utilized by him to frame illustrations for s Alankaras. Inei-
dentally Nannichoda’s reference to Udbhata, is interpreted as
referring to the authorship of his only work on Alankara and
not, as is alleged by some, to several works of his—as Kumara-
sambhava, Haralda, etc. It 1sshown that Nannichoda hasbeen
inspired also by Tikkana and his contemporary poets, and that he
has taken hints from Tikkana’s descriptions of Bharata War.
Arguments based on linguistic, prosodial and other peculiarities
which are brought forward by the sponsers of the pre-Nannaya
theory have been examined, and such of the special features
which are considered peculiar to Nannichoda and alleged as
proofs of his antiquity, have been traced to the later Sawvite
and Kanarese influences. On the basis of the evidence thus
collected from internal sources the author brings down Nanni-
choda to about the end of the 13th century A.D., and his evidence
is well worth the consideration of the Telugu scholars. The
textual criticism and the literary appreciation offered points to
the necessity of a new edition of this work of Nannichodadeva.

ORIENTAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE, } K RAMAKRISHNAIYA,

UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS,
15th April 1987. Head of the Telugu Department.
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(1) He is 80 fond of the superfluous anta at the end of
compounds—which we have seen in Vatsabhattia—that Jacobi
has canjcetured that he was a Maratha, in view of the Maratha
locative anta.—History of Sanskrit literature, A. Berriedale
Keith D. C. L.,D. Litt.
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2. The,oldest text-books on Alankara, those of Bhamaha and Bhatta
Nayaka hava been lost, but a great number aro still extant, the earliest
of which belong to the times of King Jayapida, 779—813 A. D. One of
these, the Alankara Sastra of Bhattodbhata, I found together with a
commentary of Prathihara Induraja, 1n Jesalmir.

Of this Bhattodbhata Kalhana says that he was Jayapida’sisabhapathi,
or chief pandit, and that he was paid daily a lakh of Dinaras,
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It is to be regretted that the recipient of such munificent pay
did not write a more extensive book, and did not give us extracts
from contemporaneous poets. He has only composed a short treatise
on Alankaras or ornaments to be used 1n poetry, and most egotistically
takes his examples from his own work, a Kumarasambhava.”
(G. Buheler’s Report of tour in Kashmir-J. B, B, R. 4. §. Extra
No. of 1877.)
1. “ A hundred thousand Dinaras per day seem to be too exhorbitant
a tax on the treasury of the king even for those days of unbounded wealth,
Possibly Udbhata was not going to the court of the king every day but once
in many days or months; and the remuneration of Laksha Dinaras
probably pertained to the day when he attended the court.” TPage XI,
Introduction of Kavyalankarasarasangraha, Bhandaikar Oriental
Research Ingtitute, Poona.
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See the introduction of Kavyalankarasarasangraha of TUdbbata with
Vritti edited by K. S, Ramaswami Sastri, Siromani, Oriental Institute

Baroda,
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1. “The poem Kumarasambhava which was composed by Udbhata
evidently contained the same theme that makes the story of
Kumarasambhava of Kalidasa. And probably this was the reason why
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it was altogether lost to Sanskrit Literature except the fragment that
exists in the shape of examples of Kavyalankarasarasangraha. Although
it is no wonder that Kumarasambhava of Udbhata could not hold
out for long against the established eminence of the poem of the
prince of poets, still his poetry is mnot of a low order and if its
subject were not the same as that of Kalidasa’s Kumarasambhava it
would surely have held its own up to this time.

The verses included in the present work as examples are 94 and
they are probably one sarga of the whole poem as the thread of
narrative goes on fairly unbroken from beginning to end. Sometimes
thenatural order of verses seems to be changed” Introduction of
Kavyalankarasara sangraha page xiv.

1. ¢ Besides a lost Bhamahavivarana, Prateeharendu Raja tells us
(P. 15.) that Udbhata wrote a poem called Kumarasambhava, from which
are taken most of the illstrations in the text,”” De’s Sanskrit pocties,

page.74,
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