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OPINIONS

I heard portions of the work Manidwipam kindly
read out to me by the author Brahmasri Jammalamadaka
Suryanarayana Sastriar.

The story is taken from the Devi bhagavatam and
the auffoT has given it a new &intercating setting. Tho
similes adopted by him are apt and taken from mofdern
sciences. T'he author 1s to be congratulased 1in expound-
ing high philosophical truths in such flowing and easy
verse. I haveno doubt-that™ the book deserves the
coreful perusal of all iterested in Indian Philoscphy.
VIZIANAGRAM. (Sd.) P. V. RAMANUJA SWAMI, M. A,
30—6—1931, % Principal,

Mhaarajah’s Sanskit College:

I have read with great interest the work entitled
“Manidwipa’ written 1n verse by my friend Brahmasri
Jammalamadaka Suryanarayanasastriar, Though an
Engincer by profession, he is a sound aud good Sanskrit
scholar. He hus a knowledge of yoga and Mantra-
sastras which is not orginarly found. Like the eminent
poet Lord Tennyson he attempted to give a poetic
expression to current sci ntific 1deas and his success 1n
putting flowing and mellhiflous verse abstruse philoso-
phic and scientific truths 1s noticeable. In these days
when Hindus do neither find time nor have a desire to
study Sanskrit, it is rare to find a scholar-poet of his
attainments. Heo deserves the heartiest congratulations
of all interested in Sanskrit studies, for writing this
charming work “Mamdwipa”.

ViziaNAGKAM: (Sd.) K. Raugachari, M. A. B. L.,
3—4-1931 } Prof. Msharajah’s College
&

Member of the Senate, Academic Council,Andhra University.
& Municipal Chairman,
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“MANIDWIPA’ by M. R. Ry. J. Suryanarayana
gara 18 an allegorical poem in Sanscrit, setting forth the
need of practical worship and not mere theoretic
knnwledge of the Supreme. Itis written in flowing,
easily-understood, sanscrit verse. The style is attractive;
and the descriptions picturcsqu~. The metaphors the
author employs are not convensional, but modern and
novel, often revealing the anthor’s knowledge of modern
scicnec and wide observation and experience of men
and things. The central theme of the work is ‘Advaitic’
philosophy, treated in a popular way, with ‘Devy’, as
the central figare and ‘S1va’, her supreme Consort, the
cxpounder of the problem of hfe_and means of final
beatitude. In my view, the auth¢r has succeeded in
bringing INDIAN PHILOSOPHY fromn her lofty and
sometimes unreachable heights, to within the grasp of
the young and the curious, who should find ‘Manidwipa’.
an entertaining work, teaching the lofty truths of fhe
‘Upamshad-’, and makiug them understandable witoub
effort. Sansorit, though the most appropriate m~dium
for the author’s thoughts, 18 not probably within the grasp
of many. In a Telugu version, “MANIDWIPA" is bound
to be a very popular, useful and 1nstructive work.

Vizianagaram 3 (sd) N. Venkataraman, M. A.
19—6—31 § Professor ot Philosophy, Maharajah’s College,
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Thine arm unseen conveyed me safe,
And led me up to man.
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