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KHAIR.U'L-MAJALIS

of death.! In the conversations of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din there is remarkable
raiut, confidence and genial optimism. A reader of Shaikh Nasir's conversa..__._
cannot fail to find an atmosphere of tears and sadness pervading all through. But
we should not forget that the major part of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya’s life
was spent during the reign of ‘Ala-u’d-din Khalji, an age of expanding imperialism,
hope and buoyancy—and that of Shaikh Nasir.u’d-din, during the time of Muhammad
bin Tughlug, an age of decay, pessimism and gloom. The age of ‘Ala-u’d-din
had the light of dawn; the age of Muhammad bin Tughluq, the gloom of twilight.
The spirits of these saints were coloured by the atmosphere around them and,
therefore, what at first sight appears to be a shortcoming in Shaikh Nasir's
character was really a shortcoming of his age.

Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din was, however, the last great saint of the first cycle of
the Chishti order in India® After his death the Chishti Silsilah, which had a
highly integrated central structure, lost its former position and provincial khanqahs
were set up in provincial towns, independent of all central control. Old ideologies
and traditions were thrown overboard. The comfortable theory was expounded
that mystics should consort with kings, governors and high officers in order to
influence them for good. State endowments were accepted and, in return, spiritual
blessings and moral support was given to the founders of the new provincial
dynasties. The principle of hereditary succession was introduced in the mystic
sphere and thus the vitality of the mystic organizations was sapped and the virus
of hereditary conflicts was introduced in the spiritual life. Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din
was, the last bulwark against these forces of disintegration. With him the first
phase of the Chishts silsilah in India came to an end. New problems and new
ideologies determined the attitudes and actions of the generations that followed.

1 Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 241.

@ Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din did not appoint anybody as his principal Khal{fak, as Shaikh Qutb-u'd.
din Bakhtiyar Kaki, Baba Farid and Shaikh Nizam.u'd-din Auliya had done. He gave his
Khilafat Namahs to many saints, e.g. Syed Muhammad Gesu Daraz, Maulana Khwajagi,
Shaikh Sadr-u’d-din Hakim, and Qazi ‘Abdul Muqtadir, but did not assign his mystic regalia
to any one. This signified his decisien not to appoint any one as his sucocessor. When
Maulana Zain-u'd-din, mentioned some names before Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din, he remarked:
“Shaikh Zain-u'd-din! Tell them to look after their own faith, instead of bearing the
burden of others.”

Supplement, p. 287.
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at the leper and objected to the Shaikh’s action.!

The Shaikh never missed an opportunity of advising his visitors. When
externalist scholars visited him, he explained to them the significance of mysticism
and the value of mystic practices;® when mystics visited him, he brought
home to them the necessity of following meticulously the laws of Shari'at.’
Once a jeweller came to his Jama'at Khanah. The Shaikh advised him to be
honest in his dealings and illustrated his point from a very significant anecdote
mentioned by Imam Ghazzali* One day a peasant came to see him and the
Shaikh expressed appreciation of his vocation (=)lf 4d - el @ S5), but told
him to comhine a spirit of religious devotion with physical labour.’ A woman
joined the discipleship of the Shaikh who told her in a message to perform
prayers and observe fasts and ‘‘not to punish or annoy slaves and slave-girls
and to deal with all men gently and politely.”® When Khan-i-Jahan became
his disciple, the Shaikh advised him:

Sols 5 WK s ol 3 Wr g0l SiS 8 e ol LW g, LS

7.)_,) d\rk‘ S 29 J\/ L..JTJ (J_,J d\.LA s‘.‘"‘\’

“You are a Wazir. For you the proper thing is to strive hard and
ceaselessly to (fulfil) the needs of the needy, so ‘‘that the water of hope may run
into the channels of the poor.”

Though Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din tried as best as he could to live upto the
traditions of his master, he lacked in one thing. He did not possess the optimism,
geniality and cheerfulness of his master. There is an undercurrent of pessimism,
gloom and sadness in his thought and conversations. Inspite of his heavy daily
programme,® indifferent health and worries which people brought to him,® when
Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya woke up in the morning there was always an indes-
cribable happiness on his face. But the case with Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din was different.
He woke up shikastah (broken in spirit) in the morning. Shaikh Nizam -u'd-din
did not marry. He tutored his appetites in a way that not a trace of conflict could
be detected in his life. Shaikh Nasir also passed his life in celibacy but the
effort to control sex-desire was so great in him that it. brought him on the verge

Jama'.w'l-Ulum (MS) f. 11a.

Tarikh-s-Firus Shahi, ‘Afif, p. 423,
See Siyar-u'l-Auliya, for details of his daily routine.
Tewxt, p. 105

1

2 Teat, pp. 65; 210-211;
3 Tewt, pp. 238-39; 157;
4 Teaxt, pp. 95-96.

5 Tewt, p. 156.

6 Teat, p. 134,

7

8

9
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Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din continued with great zeal the mission of his master—
showing people the way to God and bringing happiness to the hearts of men. All
sorts of people— mystics, ‘ulama, poets, administrators, peasants, and traders,—
visited him and he inculcated in them, in his own unassuming and quiet way, a
respect for moral values and a determination to face the ordeals of life bravely.
“A visitor who comes to me,” he told Hamid Qalandar, “is either a worldly
man or a mystic. If he is a worldly man, his heart is attached to earthly things.
When he enters (my room) and my eyes fall upon him, I ask him about his affairs.
Even if he is silent, everything in his mind is reflected in my heart, and I am over-
powered with sadness and gloom ...... And others come terror-stricken and demand:
“Hurry up and do this.”” (If I do’nt), they speak evil of me and are insolent. The
durwesh should be patient under all circumstances.”! Devoting his time to
the problems of the people in this manner, the Shaikh became a tower of strength
and a source of inspiration for all those who thronged his Jama'at Khanah.
His deep humanism made his heart bleed for the weak, the destitute and the
down-trodden. Sayyid Jalal-u'd-din Bukhari informs us that the Shaikh, while on his
way to Thatta, met a leper who asked him for water. The Shaikh not only brought
water for the leper but also drank in his bowl, while others looked with contempt

soblz 5 Ll 4 Jey Lols
wole glas, 5 5 s O

1 Teat, pp. 105-106.
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Among his other disciples,! Sayyid Muhammad Gesu Daraz,? Qazi ‘Abdul Muqtadir,?
Maulana Ahmad Thanesari, Sadr-u'd-din Hakim,® Maulana Khwajgi,® Maulana
Yusuf Gada” and Khwaja Ya'qub of Chanderi® were men of great eminence.
The elegy which Mutahar? wrote on his death is full of pathos and throws
considerable light on contemporary views about him:

GJ‘J*JG-J‘*&J‘*;S J’C'J $)55 e o) e )
6 Lo b IS L e ok e &
P I B R -t R IPVCRY S LI S
sl Ok 5 e e wds GLA) g 5 e el

1 The author of T'arikh-i-Muhammadi writes:

o3 I o e 5 ooshe | Jladse ._-,.\f\. O Olae 1) 5,8 ) pai — (.)L.\J\ —

a5 S a0 eshsy ab 08V GBS s 5 o ol bl e SVE X 0y SV ¥y
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@Syed Muhammad bin Yusuf Husain, popularly known as Gesu Daraz, was born at Delhi
in 721 A.H. /1321 A.D. .After his master’s death he went to Gulbargah and settled there,
He died in 825 A.H. /1422 A.D. at the age of 105 years. He wrote several books.
Notable among them being Adsma-u'l-Asrar, (Hyderabad 1932) Khatimah, Hada'iq-u'l-
Uns, ‘Ishq Namah, translated into Turkish by Firishtah-zadah, Istanbul 1288 A H./
1971 A.D.) etc. His conversations have been collected by Akbar Husaini in Jawams'-w'l-
Kilam. For biographical notices, see, Siyar-i-Muhammadi, Akhbar-u’l-Akhyar, pp.1.9;
134; Gulzar-i-Abrar, MS. Firishtah Vol. 1I, p. 399; Rauza-i-Auliya Azad Bilgrami
pp. 1€-25.

3 He was a distinguished scholar and poet of Arabic. “ His Qasidat-al-Lamiyyah, composed
in imitation of Lamiyyat-u'l-4jam, is admired for the elegance of its style, the beauty
of the introductory lines, the appropriateness of the Makklas and the fertility of its
imagination.”” ( Contribution of India to Arabic Literature, p. 206.) He was the
teacher of Qazi Shihab-u'd-din Daulatabadi. For brief references, see Akhbar-w'l-Akhyar,
pp. 148-49; Ma'arij-w'l-Wilayat, MS. Vol. 1, pp. 46€-471; Ma'athir-u'l-Kiram pp. 183~184.

4 He was one of the outstanding ‘ulama of his days, and was so well-versed in Muslim
jurisprudence that on one occasion he criticised Hidayah in the presence of a grandson
of Maulana Burhan.u'd.din and before Timur. For brief references, see Akhbar-u'l-Akhyar,
pp. 142-143; Ma‘athir-u'l-Kiram, pp. 186-187; Ma‘arij-u'l-Wilayat Vol. I, pp. 472-473.

5 Son of a merchant, he was one of the distinguished scholars of his age. He was loved
by Shaikh Nizam-u'd.din Auliya. For biographical notices, see Akhbar.u'l-Akhyar,
pp. 143-146; Ma'arij-u'l-Wilayat Vol. 1, pp. 473-489.

6 Pupil of Maulana Mu‘in-u’d.din ‘Imrani, and teacher of Qazi Shihab-u'd-din Daulatabadi,
he was an eminent scholar of his day. For biographical reference, see Akhbar.u'l-
Akhyar, pp. 141-142.

7 He was a poet of some repute. See his Tuhfat-u'n-Nasa'ih, (Nur Press, Lahore, 1283 A H.)
8 Tarikh-s-Muhammads, f. 150 a.

9 For detailed discussion of his life and work, The Oriental Collcge Magazine, May, 1935
and Ma‘arif, July, and August, 1935, -

10 This elegy has been quoted by Muhammad Bihamid Khani in his Tarikh---Muhammads
(Rotograph ) and by Shaikh ‘Abdul Haq in his Akkbar-u'l-Akhyar (pp. 85-86).
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Imam ‘Abdullah Yafa'i's! eminence praised his spiritual excellence.? Another
prominent saint of Mecca, Maulana ‘Abdullah Mutri, told Sayyid Jalal-u'd-din
Bulkhari when he heard about the demise of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din:® ) L el
¢s) (Todya the qutb of Hindustan has expired). Mir Khurd says that in his
last years he had become “pure soul” (s_¢ ) d

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din proved himself to be a true successor of his great
master, Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya. The disciples of the Great Shaikh showed
deep respect to him. Maulana Burhan.u'd-din Gharib and his disciples used to
call him “Khwand Maulana Mahmud 1”5 Many of those families which
had been in close touch with Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya® joined his Jama'‘at-
Khanah. At a time when the Deccan policy of Muhammad bin Tughlug had
hit at the roots of the organization of the Chishti Silsilah and many Khangahs
of Delhi were turned into ruins, the Jama‘at-Khanah of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din
proved to be an oasis in the midst of a desert. Years afterwards when the
citizenes of Delhi returned from Daulatabad, they found in Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din's
company ‘““the fragrance of the assembles of Shaikh Nizam-u’d-din Auliya”.
Hamid Qalandar, Sayyid Muhammad, Mir Khurd and many others associated
themselves with the Shaikh. 'I“hréﬁgh the Sultan, Muhammad bin Tughlug, was
bitterly hostile towards him, the attraction of his company was so great that
even the sons of government officers joined his discipleship. Sayyid Muhammad
Ja'far Mecci, son of the Muqgta‘ of Cambay,” joined his Jama'at-Khanah and
undertook to perform personal services to the Shaikh.? Sayyid Jalal-u'd-din

Bukhari,’ who had roamed all over the Muslim world, decided to lay his head
at his feet.?®

1 He wrote several books, notable among them being Rauz-u'l-Rayahin.fi-Hikayat-
v's-Salahin, al-Durr'al-Nizcam fi fazailwl-Qur'an, Khulasat-u'l.Mafakir and Mir az-
w'lJanan. For brief notices, see Nafahat-w'(-Uns, pp. 529-530; Krenkow's article in
the Ency of Islam, Vol. 1V, pp. 1144-1145.

Siyar-u'l.' Arifin, p. 156.
.Jama-w'l.“Ulum, (Urdu Translation ) pp. 381-382.
Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 241,
Jawams'.w'l-Kilam, pp. 137-240.
Siyaru’l-‘iuliya, p. 361.
See Bahr-u'l-Ma‘ani, p. 103.
Bahr-w'l-Ma'‘ans, pp. 159-160; Akhbar-w'l-Akhyar, p. 137,

Sayyid Jalal-u’-din Bukhari, popularly known as Makhdum-i-Jahanian, was born in Uchh in
707 A.H. /1308 A.D. He travelled in Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Khurasan, Balkh and Bukhara
He died in 785 A.H./1384 A.D. and was buried at Uchh. For brief references, see Tarikh--
Firue Shahi, ‘Afif, pp. 514-516; Styarw'l-Arifin, p. 155 et seq; Akhbar-w'l-Akhyar,
pp. 139-140; Gulsar-i-Abrar, MS; Mir'at-u'l.Asrar, MS.

10 Akhbar.w'l-Akhyar, p. 139. Shaikh ‘Abd-u’l-Haqq, says that he was a Khalifah of Shaikh
Nasir-w'd-din. See also Tarikh-i-Muhammadsi (Rotograph of MS in British Museum )
f. 150 a,
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and inside about 19 feet square; masonry chabutrahs, about 2} feet high, on
either side. From the ground to its embattled roof the tomb is about 27 feet
high and the dome stands about 15 feet from the roof, thus making the whole
height of the tomb about 42 feet. The parapet over the door is flanked by two
small masonry minarets.

“About 35 feet to the north-west of the gateway is the tomb of Chiragh
Delhi. It is a single room, about 30 feet square and 40 feet high, and surmoun-
ted by a masonry dome with a gilt pinnacle; on each corner of the roof there
is a slim, eight feet high minaret; the roof is protected by plain parapet; under
the parapet is a deep stone weathering, which was built by one Khwajah
Muhammad Khan. Underneath the weathering there are twelve arched openings,
three on each side, supported by twelve red-stone pillars; with the exception of
the door, which is in the middle arch on the south, the rest of the arches are
covered with pierced screens of redsand-stone. Inside the room is the grave of
Chiragh Delhi, surrounded by a dwarf railing. Under the dome an inverted gilt
cup is suspended over the grave. To:'the west of the tomb is a mosque, and in a
room in the north-western corner of the enclosure is the wooden seat which was
offered to the shrine by one Dakhni Beg; it is 7 feet long, 4 feet wide and 3
feet high; it is cut out of one piece of wood, is elaborately carved and bears the
following inscription:

*“God is great!

This throne of wood is an offering made by Dakhni,

To the worthy Nasir-u’d-din Mahmud.

May God purify his cherished secrets, 1143 Hijri,

In the 12th year of the reign of Muhammad Shah Ghazi."”

Prince Ghulam Haider, son of Akbar Shah II, built a verandah round
the the tomb of Chiragh Delhi, but it fell in shortly after its completion.”.!

Contemporary Estimates and Influence

Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din Mahmud’s sincere application to the cause of the
Silsilah and his strenuous efforts to improve the moral tone of the Indian
society in the l4th century immensely raised his prestige in the eyes of his
contemporaries. His fame spread far and wide. Even a scholar and saint of

(Contd. )
(In the name of God! Auspicious is the mention of His name. The construction of this
dome was completed in the reign of.........Abu Muzaffar Firuz Shah, Sultan; may God

perpetuate his kingdom; in the year 775, date of the Hijrat of the Prophet of God,
on whom be God's blessings).

1 The Archasology and Monumental Bemains of Delhi, Carr Stephen, (Ludhiana, 1876)
p. 145-146. Sir Sayyid says that some columns of red stone were brought from the
shrine of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya and were used in constructing this verandah,
Asar-u's-Sanadid, p. 26,



KHAIR.U'L-MAJALIS 6l

“Our - Khwaja ( Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din) retained his zabstah till his end, but one
night while offering tarawih prayers, with Maulana Burhan.v'd-din Bijnauri
(? Bijlauri) standing between me 'and the Shaikh—1I saw that in two or three
genuflexions he (the Khwaja) bowed only once. I felt very sorry at this
(omission) and said (to myself): (The Shaikh's) zabitah has departed. It
happened on a Wednesday night. From Thursday morning his ailment began.
The next Thursday night he expired. During this illness there was no zabitah
at all. He simply pointed by movements for ablutions (waszu) and said:
“Bring water, I shall perform wazu.” He started his prayers and said
(only): ‘““Allah O Akbar”. He remained in this condition throughout the
day and throughout the night. On Monday, when he held his last majlis,
some disciples were present and he talked (to them) with such composure and
with such alertness that none could even guess of his condition...... .. (After
that) he did not hold any other majlis. On the fourth day he expired.”!

The Shaikh breathed his last on Ramazan 18, 757 A.H.?/1356 A.D.
He was buried in his own house at a place which he had selected years
before his death.) He had instructed his disciples to bury with him all the arti-
cles of mystic regalia which he had received from his master. Accordingly,
the khirgah (patched frock) was placed on his breast, the staff was laid by
his side, the rosary was wound round his forefinger, the wooden bowl was
placed under his head and the wooden sandals of his master were placed by
his side. Sayyid Muhmmad Gesu Daraz washed his body.*

Shaikh’s tomb

“The tomb of Chiragh Delhi stands within an irregularly built oblong
enclosure of 180 feet by 104, the walls having an average height of 12 feet.
The greater portion of this enclosure was built by the Emperor Muhammad
Shah in the year 1142 A.H. (1729 A.D.); its main entrance which was built
12 years after the death of Chiragh Delhi, is on its north-eastern corner; it is a
domed gateway of stone and masonry, with an arched door, over which is an
inscription on white marble.”> The room of the gateway is 31 feet square, exterior,

lrfawami‘-u’l-K'ilam, pp. 82-83.

| Sayyid Muhammad Gesu Daraz pointed out to his audience that Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din
i Auliya had ceased to observe his zabitah six months before his death. He had be-
\ come weak of memory but when he started his discourses, he seemed so well and alert
"\ that people were struck with wonder, p. 82.

2 “Siyar-wlAuliya, pp. 242-247;
3 Siyar-w'l‘Auliya, p. 247.
4 Supplement, p. 287,
Siyar.w'l- Arifin, p. 97.
oS by @
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‘consciousness, anxiously cried out: ‘“Whoever reprimands him (Turab), I shall be
displeased with him”., The news of this incident soon spread and all sorts of
rumours began to circulate in the city. Some said: ‘The Shaikh has succumbed
to the injuries”. People rushed into the street, bare headed, shrieking and crying.
Physicians visited the Shaikh and attended to him. Sadr.i-Jahan, Malik Nathu
and Hajib-i-Khas came to inquire about his condition. Malik Nathu
informed the saint that the Sultan had deputed him to investigate into the matter.
He requested the Shaikh to hand over Turab to him. The Shaikh told him that
he had forgiven Turab. Sadr-i-Jahan reported the matter to the Sultan and
sought his orders. Turab was set free on the recommendations of the Shaikh, but,
when people heard about his release, they gathered in large numbers on the streets
and bazars of Delhi with stones in their hands. Shaikh Nasir-u'd din summoned
Malik Nathu and told him: “People would kill Turab. Send fifty soldiers to
accompany him and give him (Turab) two fankahs also because he is hungry ".
The Shaikh instructed Nathu to set free Turab outside the city in order to save
him from the infuriated mob anxious to burst upon him.}

Last years and death

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din Mahmud survived the attack of Turab but his health
gradually went down. Continuous fasts, vigils gnd penitences broke his frame.
From early morning till late into the night he had'to attend to all sorts of visitors
who brought their worries to him. He did not gxét time even for a brief siesta
(gailulah). One day he told Hamid Qalandar with tears in his eyes: * Very often
I wish to rest at mid-day, but they wake me up and say: ‘“a visitor has come.
Get up.”? Over-work combined with endless fasts and vigils threw his system
out of order’ Even in the small hours of the morning, when everybody is
fresh, one found him completely worn out (shikasta).! Piles troubled him very
often,® while yawning became a permanent disease with him.?

Inspite of all these troubles and diseases, the Shaikh meticulously follo-
wed his daily programme (zabitah). It was only a week before his death
that weakness and disease so overpowered him that he failed to carry out
his set routine. {?agyid Muhammad Gesu Daraz once informed his audience:

1 Jawami'-u'l-Kilam, p. 91.
2 Teat, p. 69.

Once a visitor could not see Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya for sometime because the saint
was enjoying his mid-day sleep. Baba Farid appeared to him in dream and reprimanded
him for keeping visitors waiting, From that time it was the order of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-
din Auliya to wake him up whenever a visitor came to see him, (Fawaid-u'l-Fu'ad).
Shaikh Nasir.u'd-din followed the same practice.

3 Toxt, p. 257.

4 Supplement, p.

4 Jawams'-w'l.Kilam, p. 61.
6 Ibid, p. 61,
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to receive the Sultan, performed ablutions and began to offer prayers. The Sultan,
who was waiting outside, got annoyed and turning towards Tattar Khan said:
“We are not kings. They (pointing to the saint) are real kings.” When the
Shaikh came out of his room, a carpet (shatranji) was spread on which the
Sultan sat for a while and then left, annoyed and displeased.?

The Khair-u'l-Majalis contains a very strong condemnation of the age of
Firuz Shah, The Shaikh never refers to him by name, but his mind is never free
from a feeling of contrast with the ‘Alai period. He frequently refers to the peace
and plenty of the reign of ‘Ala-u’ddin Khalji and then sadly contrasts the same
with the conditions prevailing in the early years of Firuz Shah. Professor Moham-
mad Habib correctly remarks: “A person who spoke so fearlessly could hardly
bave been in touch with the Sultan and the bureaucracy.”?

Turab’s attempt on Shaikh’s life

One day, after offering his zuhr prayers in congregation, the Shaikh
retired into his room for meditation and prayers. There was no attendant at the
door and even Maulana Zain-u'd-din ‘Ali, who was usually present at that time,
was away. The Shaikh was busy in his devotions that a galandar, Turab®
by name, got into his room and began to injure him with a knife. He inflicted
eleven wounds on his body. The Shaikh’s palm was severely injured and his
fingers were so mutilated that he could not, in the remaining years of his life,
take a pen in his hand or raise his finger while offering prayers.* When blood
gushed out of the wounds and ran into the water-hole, some disciples of the Shaikh
rushed into the room. They were about to retaliate upon the galandar ® that the
Shaikh intervened and asked Maulana ‘Abdu’l Muqtadir Thanesari, Shaikh
Sadr-u’d-din Tabib and Maulana Zain-u'd-din ‘Ali to swear on oath that they
would not harass the assailant in any way. “I hope your knife has not injured
your hand”, the saint asked Turab and, presenting twenty tankahs to him, told
him to run away before the news went round. This is Hamid Qalandar's account.®

Sayyid Muhammad Gesu Daraz gives further details. When blood flowed into
the courtyard, Maulana Zain-u'd-din rushed into the room. The galandar attacked
him also. Then Khwaja Bashir came in and caught hold of the assailant and
snatched bis knife. The Shaikh, who was profusely bleeding but had not lost

1 Jawami'-w'l-Kilam, p. 219.

2 lalamio Culture, XX |2, April 1946.

3 Supplement, p. 286.
Jawams'-w'l-Kilam, however says that Turab was a mad man and often visited the
Shaikh, p. 91 3y 5 W 55 g &g IS

4 Jawami'-u'l-Kilam, p. 190

5 The author of Sab'a Sanabil, says that the Shaikh concealed him in his hujrah and,
at midnight, asked him to fly away from Delhi. (p. 64).

6 Supplement, pp. 206-287,



After the Sultan's death, people asked Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din: * The Sultan
persecuted you so much; what was the reason?” The saint replied : !
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(It was a matter between me and my God, the Glorious and the Most High.
They settled it like this).

Relations with Firuz Shah

The death of Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq plunged the entire camp
into confusion and a feeling of despair seized the leaders of the army and
created panic in the hearts of the rank and file2 At this critical juncture
Shaikh Nasir-.u'd-din Mahmud and some other leading men waited upon Firuz
and requested him to ascend the throne The Shaikh's presence at the coronation
ceremony should not give rise to any misunderstanding about his attitude towards
political powers. It did not mean that he was to participate in the political
affairs of the Empire. Far from that. A reign of terror had just ended and the
Shaikh breathed a sigh of relief. Now the peaceful atmosphere of the Khanqahs
was not to be disturbed by the couriers from-the Sultan. The Shaikh sent a
message to Firuz asking him whether he would rule over the people with justice
and equity or he should pray to God for another king. Firuz promised to behave
justly and the Shaikh sent him thirty nine dates indicative of the period he was to
occupy the throne! Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din was never again seen in the court or
the camp. He desired a free khanqah-life; that being ensured after a long
struggle with the state, he retired to his hospice.

Firuz Shah had deep faith in the mystics of his day.’ Besides, he wanted to
make amends for the unwise policy of his predecessor. He must have, therefore,
tried to establish cordial relations with Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din also. But, the
Shaikh does not seem to have, in any way, gone out of his way in reciprocating
his feelings® One day Firuz Shah himself came to the Khangah to see the
Shaikh. The saint was having his mid-day nap; and Maulana Zain-u'd-din had
gone out. The Sultan was standing in the courtyard of the Khangah that it
began to rain. Soon afterwards, Maulana Zain-u'd-din arrived and informed the
Shaikh about the royal visitor. The Shaikh woke up, but instead of going out
1 Siyar-w'l-duliya, p. 246.

Mir Khurd has given a long story to bring out the significance of this remark. What

the Shaikh really meant was that what Muhammad bin Tughlugq did with him was divine
punishment for some fanlt of his.

Tarikh-i-Firue Shahi, Barani, p. 526.

I%d, p. 535.

Tarikh-i-Firus Shahs, ‘Afif, p. 29.

See Tarikh-s-Firuz Shals, pp. 5:8-560; Futuhat-i-Firus Shals, p. 21,

“In the list of those leading saints of the age on whom the Sultan showered his gifts, the
name of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din does not occur. Barani, pp. 579-80.

[ B R
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in India, Shaikh Nasir-u'din tried to maintain the traditions of his Silsilah. A
conflict with the Sultan, consequently, became inevitable.

In 1349 A.D. Sultan Muhammad bin Tughlug proceeded to Thatta from
Gujarat in pursuit of Taghi. In the course of his journey, he fell ill at Gondal.
He, however, continued large scale preparations for a final reckoning with
Taghi. During his stay at Gondal He summoned from Delhi some leading
scholars, ‘ulama, mashaikh, nobles and their harems.! Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din was
one of those saints who were called to Gondal.?

Why did the Sultan call Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din to Gondal along with so many
other scholars? Hagiologists reveal only this much that the Sultan was angry
with him.® Barani keeps silent on this point. Badaoni,' however, says that Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-din had installed Firuz-on the throne during the absence of Muhammad bin
Tughlug. The Sultan heard about this development during his stay at Gondal,
and issued orders for the arrest of Firuz and Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din.  When these
prisoners reached the suburbs of Thatta, the Sultan issued orders for their execution.
Before his orders could be carried out, the Sultan breathed his last. Badaoni's
account is not corroborated by any contemporary or semi-contemporary autharity
and may, therefore, be dismissed as baseless.’

1 Tarikh-i-Firwz Shahi, Barani, p. 523.
2 Siyar-ul-Aulia, p. 246. Mir Khurd writes:
-\._JL 3 g ) ga> «'JK)]._,.UG L_‘Jb)f (}_-\]‘_&43 C.‘- lﬁ..Tj‘

(And from there he summoned to his presence Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din Mahmud along with
the ‘Ulama and the elders (of Delhi).) Mir Husaini, an eminent disciple «f Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-din, however, writes (Bahr-w'l-Ma'ami, p. 117) > ¢3, 1, olsy) ~—‘:L§': ol o, uF
Muhammad bin Tughluq had forcibly taken him (to Sind). ‘Afif says (Tarikh-i-Firusz
S’l(lhi, p. 82): Sy 43, 3)5 _,‘\J_ 'kf! 29 )’5 ol ‘) S)f' g_-\“‘):.tu c..:
(Sultan Muhammad had taken Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din Mahmud to Thatta along with him).
. These apparent contradictions in the statements of contemporary authorities may be
reconciled if we kees in mind the fact that the Sultan had called him to Gondal and
from there he had taken him to Thatta. The statement of Jawami-w'lUlum that
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din did not complete his journey and returned from the way is incorrect.
(Urdu translation, Vol. I, p. 380).

3 Jawami-‘w'l-‘Ulum, Vol. 1, p. 3860,

Gulzari-Abrar, MS. While on his way to Thatta, Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din stayed at
Narnaul and prayed at the tomb of Shaikh Muhammad Turk Narnauli.
Akhbar-‘uw'l-Akhyar, p. 47.

4 Muntakhab.u't-Tawarikh, Vol. I, p. 242.

5 Badaoni's statement is incredible for the following reasons: Shaikh Nasir.u’d-din, as we
know him, could not possibly go to this length and behave like a rebel. It was against the
traditions of his Sqlsilah as well as against his own temperament. His appeal to Firuz
to ascend the throne after the death of Muhammad bin Tughlugq cannot be cited as an
example of his interest in political matters. The circumstances under which he joined
the army, the scholars and the nobles, in requesting Firuz to ascend the throme in Sind
were abnormal. Besides, had it been a fact contemporary writers would not have failed
to refer to it. Firuz was the testamentary legatee of Sultan Muhammad and so he could
not take up that attitude against the Sultan.
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co-operate with him in his schemes to crush the Mongols;! he exhorted Shaikh
Shams-u'd-din Yahya to go to Kashmir and propagate Islam;® he told Sayyid
Kamal-u'd-din® that he wanted to take his advice in state matters (Umur-i-
Mumlakat).t The Sultan conferred the title of Shaikh-u'l-Islam on Khwaja Karim-
w'd-din Samaraqandi® and sent him to Satgaon.® In connection with the refusal of
Sayyid Qutb-u'd-din Husain Kirmani? to accept government service, Mir Khurd
says that the Sultan asked the mystics to give up their mystic dress® and to
accept the life of shuchl.? Shaikh Muizz-u'd-din son of Shaikh ‘Ala-u'd-din
Ajodhani, spiritual mentor of Muhammad bin Tughlug, was called from Ajodhan
and was sent to Gujarat, obviously for some administrative work because there
he was killed by the rebels.’® Shaikh ‘Ilm-u'd-din, brother of Mu'izz-u'd-din was
appointed Shaikh-u'l-Islam-i-Mumlakat-i-Hindustan.! His son was also given
this title after his death.’®

Ibn Battutah also refers to a saint Shaikh Shihab-u’d-din who, in the begin-
ning, refused 1o accept any service under the Sultan and was punished for his
refusal, but later, when he consented to perform service he was appointed the
head of the diwan-u'l-mustakhraj, ‘‘the department®® for the realization of the
revenue arrears’’.M

Thus, it is clear that the Sultan’s intention was to employ these saints in
missionary and administrative work. This policy was in direct conflict with the
Chishti attitude toward shnghl. As the supreme head of the Chishti Silsilah

1 The Sultan told him: “ We want to crush the descendants of Chengiz Khan. Will you
help us in this work?"" Siyar-w'l-duliya, p. 278.

2 “What a scholar of your eminence,” the Sultan told him. “is doing here? You go to
Kashmir and sit in the temples of that land and invite the people of God to Islam.’”
— Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 228,

3 He was the uncle of Mir Khurd and was brought up in the society .of Shaikh Nizam-
u'd-din Auliya. Muhammad bin Tughlug had thrown him into the Bhaksi prison, but was
later released and was summoned to the court. He went to the Sultan in his mystic
dress. The Sultan objected to this dress, but bestowed great honours on him.

(b S o Sk) Siyar-wlduliya, p. 215,

Siyarw'l-Auliya, p. 215,

For brief biographical notice, see Siyar-u'l-Auliya, pp. 306-308.
bl ol A )59 > & @k Siyar-w'l-duliya, p. 307.
Siyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 218,

® N o O

For the dress of various classes of people in India during the time of Muhammad bin
Tughluq, see Subh-u'l-A'sha, al-Qalqashandi, English translation: An Arab Account of
India in the 14th century — O. Spies, pp. 69-71,

9 Siyar-u'l. Auliya, p. 218,

10 Siyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 196.

11 Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 197.

12 Siyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 197.

13 The Rise and Fall of Muhammad bin Tughlug pp. 219-22L
1¢  Rihlah, Vol. II, p. 54; Translation, p. 87,
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It is said that the Shaikh refused to curse Muhammad bin Tughlug and
wrote back to his friends that it was easier for him to undergo persecutions and
tortures rather than to wish ill to anybcdy.?

Did Muhammad bin Tughlug really assign duties of personal service to
the saints? The problem deserves careful consideration. In fact the source of
this misunderstanding may be traced to a wrong interpretation of a statement
of Ibn Battutah who says:?

il o o ol O v a3 e e ol Sl ag ol J, L
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(When Sultan Muhammad ascended the throne he intended to employ the Shaikh
(Shihab-u'd-din) in some capacity, as it was his habit to employ the jurists, sufis
and men of probity contending that the first Muslim rulers —may the peace of
God be on them—had employed only men of learning and probity ).

An analysis of this statement of Ibn Battutah in the light of the information
supplied by Mir Khurd in his Siyar-u'l-Auliya inevitably leads to the conclusion
that the duties assigned to the saints and divines were missionary and administrative
in character. First, the Sultan’s contention that the pious Caliphs likewise
employed only men of lcarning and probity is significant. They had employed
religious men not for personal service but for administrative and missio-
nary work.? Secondly, Mir Khurd refers to nine® saints who were ordered
by the Sultan to accept government services under him. The nature of their work
was clearly indicated in some cases. He asked Maulana Fakhr-u'd-din Zarradi to

1 Tarikhi.-Muhammadi, Muhammad Bihamid Khani (Rotograph, f. 149b). The author

of Sab'a Sanabil (p. 64) says that the Shaikh wrote this couplet in reply :
A E R O S R R A e e = e

2 Rillah, Vol. 11, p. 54.

3 English translation by Agha Mehdi Husain, p. £€6. The italicised portion may correctly
be translated thus: “ May God be pleased with them'. Keeping the phrase ‘."“' @) o)
in view, it will be better, as the Urdu translator has done, to have Khulafa.z;-liaehidin
in place of °the first Muslim rulers’.

4 Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din once told his audience that the caliph * Umar refused to appoint a
man as governor because he had not read the Qur'an. See Texf, pp. 23-24; 133.

Imam Abu Yusuf says: “It was the practice of Hazrat ‘Umar that when an army
was ¢ispatched he deputed an officer who was -always a scholar and a fagih'.— Kitab-
w'l-Kharaj, p. 120. .

Shah Wali-ullah writes: “And no one excepting a mujtahid (leading scholar) was
entrusted with the work of qaza and falwalh' — Hujjat-ullah-i-Baligha, p. 32.

5 Shaikh Fakhr-u'd.din Zarr«di ( Styar-w'l-Auliya, p. 271). Shaikh Shams.u'd-din Yahya
(p. 228); Shaikh Qutb-u’d-din Munawwar (pp. 250-5), Khwaja Karim.u’d-din Samarqandi
(p. 307); Sayyid Qutb-u'd-din Husain Kirmani (p. 218); Sayyid Kamal-u'd-din (p. 215);
Shaikh Mazhar-u'd-din (p. 197) ; Shaikh Mu‘izz.u'd-din (p. 196) ; Shaikh Ilm-u'd-din (p. 197).
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(Having dsveloped an attitude of avers<ion towards the dervishes, he (Muhammad
bin Tughlug) ordered them to serve him like servants. (He told them:) One of
you should serve betels to me, the other should tie (my) turban. In short, he
assigned duties to many saints and. entrusted Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din Avadhi known
as Chiraghi-De"li, with the duty of clothing him. The Shaikh did not accept this.
Matters took a serious turn. The Sultan gave a blow on his nape and imprisoned
bim. (Afterwards) the Shaikh thought of the advice of his pir, Shaikh Nizam-
u'd-din Auliya. Willy nilly he accepted that service and got rid of prison),

No contemporary or even semi-contemporary authority has referred to this
incident which, in all probability, is a later fabrication. Maulana ‘Abdur Rahman
Chishti and Muhammad Bulaq Chishti have definitely rejected this account as
“bazar gossip”. (=) ol lse JtaS 038 sag) ! The accounts of Maulana ‘Abdul
Wabhid and Firishtah are, nc deubt, exaggerated and based on rumours which they
found floating down the stream of time, but the fact cannot be denied that the perse-
cution to which the Shaikh was subjected was very severe and was widely resented in
the contemporary mystic circles.# When Shaikh Burhan-u'd-din Gharib heard about
the insolent behaviour of the Sultan towards Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din, he wept bitterly
and said: “Khwand Maulana Mahmud is gentle ahd forgiving. If he so wishes,
the earth would swallew him (the Sultan), his entire army, people, horses and
elephants and would not belch (yet remain unsatisfied)”.®> Maulana Burhan-u'd-din
wrote a letter to him, sympathising with him in his misfortune and praising
his patience and forbearance. At the tep of this letter there was a quatrain:*

dee s a;L-' A Lob b o ou Ol Uﬁf,._,_ e

(So long as some calamity does not visit the lovers, the fame of their love does
not reach the (ears of the) beloved. Go and behold the heads of brave men

fixed on turrets; on the other hand even a thorn does not prick the feet
of the coward).

1 Mir'atuw'l-4srar (MS); Mallub.w'é-Talibin (MS).
2 Tarikh-t-Muhammadi, Rotograph of MS in the British Museum, f. 149b.
3 Jawami'-w'l-Kilam, p. 240.

The printed text of Jawami'.u'l-Kilam, runs as follows:
3 b‘:”‘-’ 3»)},‘.] ‘L)_- ‘JJ\ \‘J‘ﬂ'){}_‘ -“\)Z_J‘_;‘J ‘c,..‘ (-_;) (lr )_,‘ lN_,. .&',& r:.gl

S R TR R
It should be: ‘")‘:"J_“é))“)’.""j)\o0---¢|

4 Jawams'-u'l-Kilam, p. 420.
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saint never heaved a sigh of pain and never prayed to God for the destructicn
of the foundation of his power. For a very long time he bore (patiently)
that severe distress ).

Shaikh ‘Abdul Haqq Muhaddith Dehlavi has expressed his surprise at the
insolence of the Sultan in annoying a saint of Shaikh Nas:r-u'd din’s eminence ard
sanctity. He says that the Sultan used to take him forcibly on his journeys.!
Once the Sultan sent some food to him in gold and silver dishes. The idea was that
if the Shaikh partook food it would give him a chance to ask him as to why did he
do an illegal thing.2 If he refused to accept, he could be tortured for an act of
disobedience. The Shaikh disappointed the Sultan by taking out food from the
dishes and placing it on his hand and then eating it.3 Shaikh ‘Abdul Haqq also
informs us that the Sultan had, at one time, appointed the Shaikh as his Jamah-
dar and that the Shaikh bore all these troubles in deference to his master’s
instructions.*

Maulana ‘Abdul Wahid (ob. 1017 A.H./1608 A.D.) writes that the Sultan
who had assigned different duties (khidmat) to many saints, allotted scme work to
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din also. The Shaikh hesitated to accept the service and
humbly apologized. The Sultan, however, flared up in {ury and punisted the
Shaikh for his refusal. He writes:®

3350 G £ Wy 1) V) ] RUPIRIE g VS5 U S D S Rt
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(He ordered (them) to make holes in his collar bones and tie them with strong
ropes. He told them to tie these ropes at some height and keep him hanging).

At last the saint submitted and agreed to perform the duty of clothing
the Sultan.®

Firishtah says:”
':-AJ.?“ (J\)\)GA.\?'- JQ_J]GJ ‘_')\.:g)_)é SJ){§>- oJ_:SL-) e C\/ * gor L.)L::‘.J)) L.
L;‘J’."Jé\‘:‘d“’ uofd\, .JJZ{{)\:«JJJ ) ‘Ju\_))r J}.ﬁ ‘/\S.L)“‘: -~\-I.\“
T (JJ.éL‘.‘.x 4l J_K?éaa ébg- Q)_,'.iu (}GJ_,\ Q:JJ\J}A—C:J.{) obfo)ﬁ.s

Akhbar.w'l-Akhyar, p. 81.

The use of gold and silver vessels is illeg:l according to the Islamic law. Firuz Shah
forbade their use in the palace. Fufuhat-i-Firuz Shahs, p. 13.

Akhbar-w'l-Akhyar, p. 81.

Ibid, p. 8l. '
Saba‘-Sanabil, p. 64.

1b4id, p. 65.

Larikh-i-Firishtah Vol. II, p. 399,

N
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At the time of their departure robes and bags of silver were brought for these saints,
Every one of them took the robe and the bag in his hand and left after paying
proper compliments; but, before the bag of silver (coins) and the robe cou'd be
given to Maulana Fakhr-u'd-din, Shaikh Qutb-u’d-din took in his own hands the
robe and the bag...... vt

This meeting ended, as Mir Khurd’s account shows, in an atmosphere of
unpleasantness. Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din, however, does not seem to have been
directly involved in the acrmonious discussion which took place between the
Sultan and Shaikh Fakhr-u'd-din Zarradi.

What was Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din’s attitude toward the exodus of Muslim
scholars and divines to Daulatabad as demanded by the Tughluq Sultan? Our
medieval records do not supply any information on this point;? but Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-din does not seem to have quitted Delhi which his master, Shaikh
Nizam-u'd-din Auliya, had committed to his care. In all probability it was Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-din’s refusal to go to Daulatabad which enraged the Sultan and made
him definitely hostile towards him. It was on this account that the Sultan began
to harass the Shaikh. What these harassments actually were? Contemporary
writers have given no details, Sayyid Muhammad Gesu Daraz of Gulbarga, one
of the most outstanding disciplés of Shaikh Nasirwd-din, did not narrate its
details before his audience because it was too painful for him.® Muhammad
Bihamid Khani writes:*

B P L o ST A I A A RN R e e yes
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(As Muhammad bin Tughluq was a tyrannical and oppressive king, he inflicted
injuries on the saint in different ways, by his words and acts. The religious minded

1 Siyar-uw'l-Auliya, p. 271-273.

Maulana Jamali ( Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin, pp. 95-96) has attributed to Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din
Mahmud the discussion which took place between the Sultan and Maulana Fakhr.u'd-din
Zarradi. Professor Mohammad Habib has accepted Jamali's version (JIslamic Culture,
XX |2 April 1916, pp. 140-141), but I am not inclined to prefer Jamali’s account to that
of Mir Khurd. First, because Jamali himself cites Mir Khurd as his authority for this
incident but by a curious error of omission or commission quotes him wrongly. Secondly,
as a contemporary writer Mir Khurd deserves greater credence. Jamali has substituted
the name of Nizam Dabir for Qutb-u’d-din.

Ma'arij-w'l- Wilayat, (MS pp. 30¢-310) follows Siyar-u'l-Auliya.

2 Muhammad Hadi Kamwar Khan, however, remarks, in his Haft Gulshan-i-Muhammad
Shali (Rotograph of MS in British Museum, f. 24€a, b) that it was on the eve of his
departure to the Deccan that the Sultan had assigned the duty of clothing him to
Shaikh Nasir-u'd.din,

3 Jawami'-w'l-Kilam, p. 106,
4 Tarikhi-Muhammadi, Rotograph of MS in the British Museum, f. 149b.
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Mir Khurd has given the following account of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din's
first meeting with the Sultan:

“In those days when Sultan Muhammad (bin) Tughluq sent the people to

:0gir and was (also) anxious to conquer Turkistan and Khurasan and to overthrow

2 descendants of Chengiz Khan, he summoned all the elite and grandees of Delbi

d her neighbourhood. A big tent (bargah) was pitched and a pulpit was placed

on which the Sultan was to sit in order to exhort people to carry jihad against

the Kuffar (Mongols). So, on that day he summoned Maulana Fakhr-u'd-din,

Maulana Shams-u'd-din Yahya and Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din Mahmud. Shaikh Qutb-

u'd-din Dabir who was one of the sincere and devoted disciples of the Sultan-

u'l-Mashaikh ...... and was the pupil of Maulana Fakhr-u'l-Millat-wa'd-din Zarradi,

wanted to conduct him (to the presence of the Sultan) before others entered in.

But the Maulana, who was reluctant in meeting the Sultan, said several times: ‘1

see my head rolling (in dust) before the palace (sarai) of this fellow (Sultan).
I will not treat him gently and he will not spare me alive!

‘“ However, when the Maulana approached to meet the Sultan, Shaikh Qutb-
u'd-din Dabir carried his shoes behind him and keeping them in his armpit stood
there (in the court) like servants. 7The Sultan saw all this but did not utter
anything at that time. He (the Sultan) began talking with Maulana Fakhr-u'd-din
and said: ‘I want to overthrow the descendants of Chengiz Khan. You shculd
co-operate with me in this work’. The Maulana replied: ‘Insha-Allah
(God-willing)’. The Sultan said: ‘This term indicates indecision’. ‘This is
used for work to be done in future’, replied the Maulana. 7The Sultan writhed in
fury on hearing this reply of the Maulana and said: ‘Give me some advice so
that I may act upon it’. The Maulana replied: ‘Get rid of this anger’. ‘Which
anger?’ asked the Sultan. The Maulana replied: ‘Beastly anger’. The Sultan
got infuriated at this reply and signs of fury and anger became visible on his face.

“But he said nothing and ordered the mid-day meal to be served. The
Maulana and the Sultan began to partake of the food in the same dish. Maulana
Fakhr-u'd-din Zarradi was so deeply annoyed at this that the Sultan also realised that
he did not like taking food with him,and in order to add to his feelings of resentment,
the Sultan kept on severing the meat from the bones and passing it on to the
Maulana who (on his part) ate very little and very reluctantly. The meal
being over, Maulana Shams-u’d-din Yahya and Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din Mahmud were
brought before (the Sultan).

‘‘ There are two reports about this matter. One version says that when these
saints arrived (at the court) Maulana Fakhru'd-din gave to Maulana Shams-u’d-din
a place higher than his own. Maulana Nasir-u'd-din Mahmud sat next. and below
him sat Maulana Fakhr-u'd-din, The second version is that on one side Maulana
Shams-u’'d-din Yabya and Maulana Nasir-u'd-din took their seats and on the other
side sat Maulana Fakbr-u'd-din Zarradi. The first version is correct because it is
given by Shaikh Qutb-u'd-din Dabir who was (himself) present in that meeting.



deserves to be condemned. One should neither desire their continuance nor praise
[T |

them nor enquire about their affairs, nor keep contact with their associates”.

Fourthly, if a mystic associated himself with the governirg class, he isolated
himself from the main sphere of his activity — the masses. He ceased to be one
of them and became part of a bureaucratic machinery. In view of all these facts
the Chishti saints firmly advised their discriples: ‘If you desire to attain the
position of great saints do not pay attention to the princes”.?

True to these traditions of the Chishti Silsilah, Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din
Mahmud also believed in keeping away from the kings and their courts.?

This attitude of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din came into clash with some of the cheri-
shed theories of Muhammad bin Tughlug. The Tughlug Sultan had declared state
and religion to be twins (oLly JMI, 5d')* He fiercely combated the theory that
Muslim saints and divines should remain aloof from the state.® Throughout
his reign he strove to make them a part of his administrative machinery®
and use their influence in mobilising public opinion in favour of his various
projects. The Chishti mystics, of whom Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din was the most pro-
minent, thought that the Sultan was not within his rights in interferirg in a sphere
which bad hitherto been sacrosant. The Sultan construed this as an act of
disobedience and treason. He flared up when he found the mystics adamant
in their determination. Naturally a conflict ensued. It is indeed strange that
Muhammad bin Tughlug who had been in close touch from his early years with Shaikh
Nizam-u'd din Auliya and had been the murid of a saint like Shaikh ‘Ala-u’d-din
of Ajodhan,” suddenly developed such an aggressive attitude and made a claim
which, he must have known, the great mystics could not admit. He allowed his
idealism to blind him to all realities and he thoughtlessly embittered his relations
with Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din who, following the tradition of his great master, earnestly
desired to eschew politics and pass his life attending to the problems of the
spiritually starved people.

Ihya-w'l-*Ulum, Chapter IV,

Siyar-w'l-duliya, p. 75.

Text, p. 80.

Styar-w'l-Auliya, p. 196,

Rillal of Ibn Battutah (Cairo edition) Vol. 1I, p. 54.

He forced even the sons of his pir — Shaikh ‘Ala-u’d-din Ajodhani — to take up govern-
ment service. See, Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 197 also, The Life and Times f Shaikh Farid
Gang-i-Shakar, K. A. Nizami, p. 63.

7 He was the grandson of Baba Farid of Pakpattan. He was so seclusion-loving that he
never stepped out of his Khanjah, except for Friday prayers. His continuous fasts,
prayers, vigils and penitences have been praised by -Amir Khusrau, Mir Khurd, Barani
and others. His fame had travelled upto Alexandria. For biographical notices, see
Ssyar-w'l-Auliya, pp. 193-196; Tarikh-i-[iruz Shahi Barani, p. 347; Sirat<-Firuaz
SBhkahs (MS) p. 170; Akhbar-u'l.-Akhyar, pp. 94-95; Sce also, The Lifs and Timcs of
8haikh Farid Ganji-Shakar, pp. 61-62.
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the height of his fame and renown and had an open kitchen where hundreds
of friends and followers had their meals, he had not forgotten the gift of
Nathu, the Patwa.l

Conflict with Muhammad bin Tughlug

Sultan Mubammad bin Tughluq (1325-1351 A.D.) had very bitter and
strained relations with Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din Mahmud. This bitterness was due
to a conflict of ideals.

The Muslim mystics of the early middle ages, particularly those belonging to
the Chishti Silsilah, had cut themselves off completely from kings, politics and
government service.? This attitude was based on several considerations.

First, they believed that government service distracted them from the
singleminded pursuit of their ideal— ‘living for the Lord alone’.3 Gnosis (ma'‘rifat)
was beyond the reach of one wha spent his time in shughl.® The days when
government service was a service of religion were dead and done. Now it was
the service of class-interests and hence acceptance of government service amounted
to signing one's own spiritual death-warrant.

Secondly, as Imam Ghazzali puts its: ‘“‘In our times, the whole or almost
the whole of the income of the Sultans is from prohibited scurces. The
permitted income is only sadaqat, fay, and ghanimah and these have no
existence in these days. Only the Jazia remains but it is realized through such
cruel means that it does not continue to be permitted”. Consequently, all services
paid from these sources of income were illegal.

Thirdly, all Muslim political organizations, from the fall of the Khilafat-i-
Rashida to the rise of the Sultanate, were essentially secular organizations and
had nothing to do with religion or religious ideals. The entire court-life and the
governmental organization breathed an atmosphere so alien to the true spirit of
Islam that it was impossible to serve the state without detriment to one's
spiritual personality. Under these circumstances, as Iman Ghazzali argues,
‘“the other alternative is that a man should keep aloof from kings so that he
may not come face to face with them and this alone is feasible for there is safety
in it. It is obligatory (on a mystic) to have the conviction that their cruelty
1 Tewxt, p. 213,

2 The attitude of early Indo-Muslim Mystics towards the State has been discussed by me
in a series of articles in Idamic Culture. October, 1948 - January 1950.

3 Shaikh Al-Hujwairi cites this sentence of Shibli @ (> oo o & gaes ¥ il (The poor
man does not rest content with anything except God — Kashf-u'l-Mahjub, Eng. Tr.
p. 25); for a very pathetic story of a mystic trying to live for the Lord alone.
see Text. p. 178. -

4 Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 363. Amir Khurd quotes the following couplet of Baba Farid:
AU e Gl Jlay ) ° c..\o S ot Jy S
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Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din recited the verse:
SR EAT EPPY
and asked him to live in Delhi and bear the oppression and blows of the people

with forbearance.! = This advice of his master sustained him in his long and
painful conflict with Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq

As the head of the Chishti Silsilah

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din succeeded ‘his master 'as the head of the Chishti
uls:lah and worked in Delhx for more than thirty years  with remarkable devo-
tion ane singleness of purpose. The nephews of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya
had claimed the Jama'at Khanah by right of inheritance, and so he took up
his residence at the place which is known today as Chiragh-i-Dehli. His
Qarly years as the head of the Chishti Stls:lah in Delhi were spent in appalling
poverty. Thete were absolutely no means of livelihood and the doorof futuh
(unasked for charity) had not yet been opened on him. These were years of
exacting hardshxps and misfortunes. His endurance, patience and spirit of Zawakkul
(‘mst in God) was put to severe tests. Days m and days out he had to starve.
He did not possess even a candle stick and had to pass his nights in prayer and
meditations in a house without a flicker of light. His stove remained without
fire for days and days together. He had no proper clothes and so, whenever any
visitor called on him he hastily put on the Khirqah of his master over his tattered
garments and talked to him.2 Passing his days in such straitened circumstances
he kept alive the traditions of his great master and people found in his company
“the fragrance of the majlis of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din".3

In his early days Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din was helped by his friends who
themselves had very meagre means. Once, when the Shaikh had fasted for two days
without taking anything at the Iftar-time, Nathu Patwa* came to him and placed
two pieces of bread, “God knew whether of mash or barley”, with some gravy
on them before him. The Shaikh relished this humble food more than the most
sumptucus feasts ever arranged in his honour. In the year 1353 when he was at

1 Biyar-w'l“Arifin, p. 91; Sab'a Sanabil, p. 63.
8 Toxt, pp. 213-214,
3 Siyara’l-Auliya, p. 241. Amir Khurd writes about him:
W M Sy o e Ny 5 oLe s
SARVINUIVE S5 IF S RS BEPRRE P INCRN g S I
4 Tewt; p. 213"
Prof. Mohd. Habib calls him: “Nathu of Patwa". (Tslamic Culturs, April 1946, p. 136)
1 have not been able to find any place of the name Patwa. I think Nathu was a patwa
by profession. Ibbetson writes in his P‘uﬂjab Castes : “Patwa (caste No. 187). From
pat silk, and means any worker in silk, but is generally used only for those who make

silken cord and waist bandes, thread beads and silk, and so forth.. They are called
patoi in the west. They are said often to be khatria' (p. 264).
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remarked Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya. A second list was then prepared. The

Shaikh approved it with some modifications. Maulana Fakhr-u'd-din Zarradi,’
an erudite scholar drafted the document in Arabic and Saiyyid Husain made
several copies of it? The Shaikh, first of all, called Shaikh Qutb-u'd-din
Munawwar? and granted him a Khilafat Namah and a Khil'at-i-Khilafat (robe of
Khilafat). Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din Mahmud was summoned next and was likewise
granted the Khil'at and the Khilafat Namah. Shaikh Nasir-u'd din probably felt
the precedence given to Shaikh Qutb-u'd-din Munawwar, and the Shaikh, realizing
the delicacy of the situation, called both of them to his presence, asked them to
embrace and congratulate each other and then remarked: “You are brothers.
Do'nt care for precedence”.* True to the advice of their great master both of
them remained on the best of terms throughout their lives.’

This Khilafat Namah was given to Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din on Z:'l Hijjah
20, 724 A.H./1323 A.D. The Shaikh died on Rabi‘-u'l-Akhir 18, 725 A.H./
1324 A.D. In his last moments the Great Shaikh sent for Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din
and bestowed upon him all those articles of mystic regalia which had come
down to him from the elders of his silsilah — khirqah (patched frock), ‘asa
(rod), musalla (prayer-carpet), tasbih (rosary), kasa-i-chubin (wooden bowl).®
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din humbly submitted before his dying master:”

W) 51y ey @l o 15 013 0l Jas plin 5o g Jl g e
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(I cannot remain in Delhi in the absence of (my) pir. I shall then go
for Haj and pass my life in front of the shrine of the Prophet).

1 For brief biographical notice, see Siyar.u'l-Auliya, pp. 262-275; also Tczt pp. 63-64; 186, 2€0
Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din used to say that the mystic stages (magamat) which he and his
other friends covered in months, Maulana Fakhr-u'd-din Zarradi covered in moments
—(Siyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 266).

2 Siyaru'l-Auliya, pp. 221-222. For the care taken by the Shaikh to prevent forgery of
the document, see p. 221.

3 He was the grandson of Shaikh Jamal-u'd-din Hansvi, an eminent disciple and elder
Khalifah of Baba Farid. Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya was deeply indebted to Shaikh
Jamal-u'd-din Hansvi for many acts of kindness. Shaikh Qutb-u'd-din Munawwar was one
of those three disciples of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya — Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din and
Maulana Shams-u'd.din Yahya being the other two— who stoutly resisted Muhammad
bin Tughlug’s policy of forcing the saints to accept government office. For brief
biographical references, see Siyar-u'l-Auliya, pp. 248-256; Tarikh-<-Firus Shahs, ‘Afif
pp. 84-87; Akhbar-uw'l-Akhyar, pp. 84-88; Gulzari-Abrar (MS); Ma'arij-w'l-Wilayaé
MS. Vol. I, pp. 298-303. *

Siyar-w'l-Auliya, pp. 248-249. See also, “Afif, p. €6.
Tarikh-i-Firus Shahs, ‘Afif, p. 84,
Siyar-w'l-'Arifin, p. 91

Ssyar.w'l'Arifin, p. 91; Sad'a Sanabil, p. 63.
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an early age. Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din's attachment with Awadh was due to his elder
sister, Bibi Bua Abdi, and his nephews. When Bibi Bua Abdi died he brought
his two nephews— Zain-u'd-din °‘Ali, son of Bibi Bua Abdi and Kamal-u'd-din
Hamid, son of Bibi Lahri’—to the Jama'at Khanah of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din
who remarked: ‘‘You have done well in bringing your nephews with you.” Shaikh
Nasir-u’d-din then decided to stay in Delhi permanently at the feet of his master.
The Great Shaikh assigned him a hujrah in his Jama‘at Khanah,® where Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-din devoted himself to prayers and vigils. He impressed the inmates
of the Jama'at Khanah so much with his piety and spiritual excellence that
they bagan to call him: ‘‘Nasir-u'd-din Mahmud Ganj "3

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din's devotion to his master was beyond measure. Once
Khwaja Muhammad Gazruni, a disciple of Shaikh Baha-u’d-din Zakariya stayed
in the Jama‘at Khanah. He rose up at night to offer his tahajjud (mid-night)
prayers and, leaving his garments behind, went to the river Jumna to perform
ablutions. When he returned he did not find his quilt there and began to raise a
hue and cry in the Jama‘'at Khanah. Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din was busy offering his
prayers in a corner. Fearing lest the noise might disturb the Shaikh in his
devotions on the upper storey of the Jama‘at Khanah, Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din rushed
out and offered his own quilt to Khwaja Gazruni. Early next morning when
Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya came to know of this incident, he was immensely
pleased with Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din and gave his own quilt to him.*

Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya formed a very high opinion about Shaikh
Nasir-u’d-din due to such silent but significant acts of devotion. One day the.
Great Shaikh referred to him in a conversation with Maulana Burhan-u'd-din

Hansvi as ‘‘our lbrahim Adham’.’

Receives Kbhilafat

A few months before the death of Shaikh Nizam-u’d-din Auliya, the
question of the appointment of his Khalifah came up for discussion before the
inner circle of his disciples, e.g., Saiyyid Husain, Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din' Mahmud,
Amir Khusrau, Maulana Fakbr-u'd-din Zarradi and the two personal attendants
of the Shaikh, Iqbal and Mubashshir.® After long consultations, Amir Khusrau
drew up a list in which thirty two disciples of the Shaikh were recommended for
the grant of Khilafat Namahs. ‘“Why have you put in so many names?"

1 Supplement, p. 281. Jamali however says (Siyar-u'l-'Arifin, p. 93) that Shaikh Nasir-
u'd-din had only one sister older than himself and that Zain-u'd-din ‘Ali and Kamal-u'd-
din Hamid were her sons.

Supplement, p. 283, Siyar-u'l-Arifin, p. 93.
Supplement, p. 283, Siyar-u'l-'Arifin, p. 92.
Supplement, pp. 283-284. Siyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 236.
Jawams'.uw'l-Kilam, p. 87,

Siyar-w'l.dulsya, p. 220,
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The Great Shaikh no- doubt checked the growth of ascetic tendencies in
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din, but it appears that, though he fully carried out the instructions
of his master, his soul always longed for loneliness. In- his old age, when he was
fast approaching his end, he told Hamid Qalandar with tears flowing frcm his eyes:
“ Had it not been the Shaikh's order that 1 should stay in the city and bear the
blows and buffets of the people, you and I would never have come together. -1
would have been in wilderness, in mountains and in deserts.” ' For years it was
his cherished desire to put a mizari on his body and a fagia on his head and
pass his time in praying in some lonely mosque.? The following couplets which
he pathetically recited reveal the inner yearning of his soul:3
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In fact it was his deep respect for his great master’s wishes which overcame the
inner urge of his soul and made him live in human society. Left to himself he
would have passed his life unnoticed in some secluded corner of Delhi or Awadh,

Though retiring and seclusive by nature, Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din soon endeared
himself, by his calm, quiet and unobstrusive habits, to the inner circle of Shaikh
Nizam-u'd-din Auliya’s disciples. Whenever he came from Awadh -he was
cordially received and entertained by Mamlema “Burhan-u’d-din Gharib, Amir
Khusrau and Amir Hasan. Gradually his fame spread to the wider ciicle of the
Shaikh’s disciples and large number of admirers from the city approached the
Shaikh for his permission to invite him to feasts. The Great Shaikh always gave
his consent to these invitations and conveyed his permission to Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din
through Igbal, his personal attendant. The city being at a distance from the
Khanqah of the Shaikh, these feasts meant considerable waste of time for Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-din. On one occasion he could not see his Shaikh for nine days due to
continuous feasts and entertainments in the city. One day he humbly submitted
before his master: “My humble self comes from Awadh with the desire to spend
some time at the feet of the Khwaja and see him everyday —not to attend
feasts.” The Great Shaikh appreciated his view point and after that rejected
all invitations from the city.*

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din did not sever his relations with Awadh on being admit.
ted into the discipline of Shaikh Nizam-u'd din Auliya. His intense love for his
mother often drew him to his native town. When she died he felt a void in
his life and sought to fill it by long stays with his master. He had two
sisters— Bibi Bua Abdi and Bibi Lahri. The younger one, Bibi Lahri had died at

1 Tewxt, p. 46.
2 Text, p. 170.
3 Tewxt, pp. 233; 46.
4 Tew!, pp. 186-187.
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swept room he expounded the principles of mysticism to the new disciple,
who, on his part, took in every thing and understood everything.”

*This is hov;/, woven round a simple story and a plain verse, the last of
the great Chishti mystics received the spiritual benedictions of his master.”!

At the feet of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya

“The Sultan-u'l-Mashaikh (i.e. Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya),” writes
Amir Khurd, “who possessed perfect wisdom and great intuitive intelligence
instructed every disciple to devote himself to the work he was capable of. (If)
he ordered one to close his lips and his gates, he instructed the other to strive
in increasing the (number of) disciples. To a third one he ordered to live with
the people, bsar their blows and buffets and deal politely and honestly with them.”?
When Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din reached Delhi and joined the discipline of Shaikh
Nizam-u'd-din, the ascetic element was very powerful in his personality. Years of
vigils, fasts and penitences in the lonely jungles of Awadh had made him deeply
introspective and seclusion-loving. Compelled by the inner urge of his soul he
requested Amir Khusrau, who had the courage to broach any subject before the
great saint, to intercede on his behalf and secure the Shaikh's permission for
abandoning human society and passing his life in mystic contemplation in some
lonely hill-tract or desert. When Amir Khusrau placed his friend's request before
his master, he replied: ‘‘Tell him ( Nasir-u’d-din), he should live with the people
and bear their blows and buffets (patiently) and return them by generosity and
magnanimity.”® Thus the great Shaikh gave a new orientation to h:s thought by
emphasizing the value of social service in the spiritual ascension of man. Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-diu had learnt to be ‘‘busy in God”, Shaikh Nizam-u’d-din Auliya
taught him ‘“‘to show people the way to God”.* One day the Shaikh addressed
him thus: “Offering many (genufluexions of) prayers, reciting many aurad, and
keeping many fasts and reciting the Qur'an, are things which even an old lady
can do. She can fast (in the day) and pray at night and recite a few parts of the
Qur'an. But the mission of the people of God is (entirely) different. It is
threefold. First, the idea of eating or clothing should not cross his heart. A
durvesh in whose heart the idea of eating or clothing passes, cannot reach his
goal. Secondly, be busy with God both in public and in private. This is the
secret of all penitences and devotions. Thirdly, do not talk to anybody with the
intention of captivating his heart. If you advise or sermonize, there should be
no purpose behind it and affectation or hypocrisy should not touch it. It should
be (actuated) by sincerity, pure and simple.”?

" Islamdie Culturq. April 1946. pp. 129-131,

Siyar-u'l-Auliya, p, 238, Akhbar.u'l. Akhyar, p. 80,

Siyar-u'l. Auliya, p. :37; See aslo Text, p. 46;

The two-fold function of a mystic, according to Shah Kalim-ullah of Dehli, was “to be
busy in God and in showing people the way to God.” Maktubat<-Kalimi, p. 35. :

Biyar-uw'l-duliya, p. 450. The same statement was made by the great Shaikh before
Maulana Hussam-u'd-din. See Tea?, pp. 68-69..
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all _earthly ties, though he belonged to a well-to-do family.

“My father”, Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din Mahmud replied, ‘‘had slaves whe
traded in woollen cloth. The object of my devotions is to pray for the long
life of the Shaikh, to attend to the shoes of the Durveshes, and to serve
them with my head and eye-balls.”

“The Great Shaikh’s mind inevitably went back to those far-off days
when, though the most distinguished of Delhi students and one whom every
one expected to have a fine career, he had almost without an effort, cast all
worldly temptations aside and presented himself at the Jama’at Khana of Shaikh
Farid-u’d-din of Ajodhan, determined to tread the mystic path. He possessed
nothing, absolutely nothing, in those days. A kindly lady had lent her Chadar
to wind round his waist while she washed his only pair of garments.! He
had not even a copper coin to buy a little paper in which to jot down his
master’s instructions.

‘‘Here, the Great Shaikh could not fail to see, was a true successor to
him, to Shaikh Farid-u’d-din and to all the great Chishti saints of the past.

“Bravo! Now hear me,”? the Great Shaikh said, ‘‘ When after finishing
my studies I went to Shaikh Farid at Ajodhan, a friend and class-fellow of mine,
with whom I used to have academic discussions (at Delhi), came and put up at
an inn., He had a servant to attend to his needs. Seeing me in my grimy and
tattered clothes, he exclaimed: ‘“‘Maulana Nizam-u'd-din! What misfortune has
befallen you? Had you taken to teaching work at Delhi, you would have become
the leading scholar (Mujtahid) of the time with prosperity and sufficient liveli-
hood. I said nothing in justification but merely apologized and returned to Shaikh
Farid. ‘What would be your answer to such a question?” Shaikh Farid asked.
“ As the Shaikh directs,” I teplied, ‘‘Tell him,” Shaikh Farid replied:

‘SJL.«O,C;\JAA)\J_Q:L_&«\; ] )j__}_}fﬂf.‘)(b»}&f‘

(You are not my travelling companion. See your own path. Get along.
May prosperity be your portion in life and misfortune mine).

‘“He then asked me to order a tray of every variety of dishes from his
kitchen and take it on my head to my friend who, geniunely surprised, came
to see Shaikh Farid-u'd-din and was so charmed by his coversation that he
entered the circle of his disciples.”?

cerearees Tears flowed down the Shaikh's cheeks* as in that small Looh-

1 Siyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 115,

2 £ I Riyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 238,

3 Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 239-240.

4 S50 ol s O oo JT—Siyarwl-duliya, p. 240,
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I can do no better than reproduce here the graphic account of Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-din’s interview with Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya as given by Pro-
fessor Mohammad Habib.!

““It was a little before noon on a hot summer day in Delhi in the early years
of Sultan ‘Alau’ddin Khalji's reign that Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya, the
greatest Indo-Muslim saint of all times, left his comfortless room on the upper
storey, which was burning like an oven, negotiated the clumsy and dangerous
staircase,” and was about to proceed to a little room that adjoined his Jama‘at
Khana,? a large hall with tall clumsy pillars in which his disciples lived, pra-
yed and slept according to the principles prescribed for the community life of
the mystics. But the great Shaikh, who kept his nights alive with prayers,
meditations and recitations of select verses,! was not destined to enjoy his
much-needed mid-day rest. For, casting his eyes round him, he discerned a
man of about forty-five or so standing in the courtyard under the banyan tree,
which some years later was to spread its branches over the roof of the
Jama‘at Khana, so that the Shaikh and his friends might sit comfortably in
the shade. Something in the man, one of his newer disciples, attracted the great
Shaikh, for he possessed in a remarkable degree the intelligence (Nafs-i-Gira),
of the mystics. The new disciple had come to his master, even as Shaikh
Baha-u'd-din Zakariya had gone to Shaikh Shihab-u'd-din ‘Umar......after years
of study, preparation and self training. He was, to quote a metaphor of the
Great Shaikh himself, like, ‘dry wood'® which the mystic-master had to brea-
the on and it would burst into flames.

“The Great Shaikh gave up the idea of his mid-day rest, turned to the

gateroom (dihliz)® and sent one of the servants” of the Khangah to summon
the new disciple.

“Sit down”, said the Great Shaikh, surveying the man with those red,
sleep-laden eyes of his, well aware that even his Khanqah was fortunate in
the advent of such a mystic. “What is in your heart? What is your aim ?
What work did your father do?"8

......... The new}disciple was prepared for all that human mind and frame
can bear in the search for Hag or the Absolute. He had already cast aside

Islamio Culture, April 1946, pp. 129-131. This is based on authentic medieval records.
Biyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 238,

‘Siyarcu'l-xiuliyu, p. 238,

Biyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 126~7.

8 Fawa'id-w'l-Fua'd, p. 43.

Biyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 238.

The name of the servant was Khwaja Nasir,

8 Siyar.u'l-Auliya, p. 238.
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and Maulana Kamalu'd-din reciting my wird! in the way. On
reaching the mausoleums 1 would apologise and say to him: ‘Khwaja!
You can go home or (if you like) you can pray in one of the
mausoleums like me and busy yourself (in prayers)’. He would de
likewise. (We) said our zwhr (mid-day) prayer there. At ‘asr
(afternoon) time I gave the call to prayers; about ten or twelve
persons collected together and I led the congregational prayer. Some-
times I would offer maghrib (evening) and ‘isha (night) prayers
there. At night I would come back home, reciting the wird. Sometimes
I would get a short after-noon nap (qailulah) under the mango-
groves where the weavers had spread their nets between the tree-
trunks; there was no fear of a beast or a thief who would steal
my water-pot or my shoes. On reaching home at night I would
retire to my room on the roof and spend the whole night in
religious devaotions. Years passed like this.”?

Tears trickled down the Shaikh’s sleep-laden eyes as he recounted his early
spiritual experiences to his audience.

Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din struggled hard in his early years to control the calls
of flesh in him. He reduced his diet to almost starvation point and whenever
sex-desire troubled him he said to himself: ‘‘Death is preferable to a life of
sex-desire” and drank so much lemon-juice that he brought himself to the
verge of death.®

Arrival in Delhi

It was at the age of forty three* that Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din feit seriously
the need of a spiritual guide under whose supervision the untraversed part of
his mystic journey could be completed. He had done all that was possible
through individual effort; now an expert was needed to .lead him on. It
was probably the fame of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya and his popularity in
Awadh® which drew him to Delhi.

1 Recitals and incantations which one makes obligatory on himself to recite daily.

2. Text, pp. 170-171.

3 Siyarw'l-Auliya, p. 241; Akhbar-uw'l-Akhyar, p. 81, Shaikh Nasir-u’d.din passed his
whole life in celibacy, probably inspired by the example of his master, Shaikh Nizam-u'd-
din Auliya, who used to say : “ Marriage is permitted but celibacy is a matter of courage.
If a man is so absorbed in thoughts of God that he feels no prompting of sex-desire and
is not conscious of what it is, inevitably his eyes, tongue and limbs will be protected.
He ought to remain unmarried. But if a man connot be so absorbed and his heart is
prompted by sex-desire, then he should get married '’—Fawa'id-u'l-Fu'ad, p. 156.

4 Supplement, p. 282; Siyar-w'l-Arifin, p. 92; Mir'atw'l-Asrar (MS).

5 Many of the eminent disciples of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya were drawn from Awadh,
once a great centre of Hindu culture, Maulana Shams-u’d-din Yahya, Maulana ‘Ala-u’d-
din Nili, Maulana Jalal-u'd-din Shirazi, Khwaja Latif-u’d-din Khandsali, Maulana Qiwam-
u'd-din Yakdana, Maulana Mubarak Gopamavi and Maulana Jamal-u’d-din belonged
to Awadh.
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On Maulana Sherwani’s death Shaikh. Nasir-u’d din joined the discourses
of Maulana Iftikhar-u'd-din Mubammad Gilani® at whose feet he completed his
study of external sciences (‘wlum-i-Zahiri). Another eminent teacher of the
Shaikh was Maulana Shams-u’d-din Yahya.? The Shaikh is reported to have
composed the following Arabic couplet in his praise:
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(1 asked ‘Knowledge': ‘‘ Who has revxved thee” ?
Knowledge replied: Shams-u’d-din Yahya”).

Early interest in spiritual discipline

Having completed his study of external sciences,* Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din
turned to the discipline of his soul. He was born with a silver spoon in his
mouth and had passed his early years in extremely affluent circumstances
but there was an unquenchable thirst in his soul for the life of religious devo-
tions and penitences.  Neither the plenty of his home nor the gay atmosphere
of Awadh could deter him from the path he had chosen for himself. He wande-
red for years in the jungles of Awadh, praying and fasting. Very often he
broke his fast with the leaves of sambhalu (i &5

One day, in the closing years of his life, he gave the following account of
his prayers and penitences in Awadh:

“There were pleasant mausoleums (hasza'ir) and mango-groves
(in Awadh ). Both the mausoleums and the mango-groves have
disappeared now. I used to go out every morning after prayers
along with Khwaja Mahmud, father of (my) nephews, Mu‘in-u'd-din

[—

1 Supplcment p. 282; Ma'arij-u'l.Wilayat, Vol. 1, p. 121. Two scholars of the name of
Iftikhar-u'd-din have been mentioned by Barani in his list of the forty-six outstanding
scholars of the ‘Alai period (Tarikh-¢-Firuz Shahs, pp. 353-364), but one of them was

. Barani, the other was Razi.

2 Biyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 225; Ma‘athir-u'l-Kiram, p. 182. Subhat-u'l-Marjan fi Athar.-
Hindustan p. 29. Maulana Shams-u'd-din Yahya was an eminent scholar of his age,
(Tarikl-i-Firuz Shahi p. 353). He was one of the elder Khalifahs of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din
Auliya. For brief notices, see Siyar-u'l-duliya pp. 223-235; Akhbar.u'l-Akhyar. pp. 96-
97; Mir'at-u'l-Asrar MS.

3 There is a pun upon the words Yahya which if read Yuhya means revives. Shaikh

‘Abd.u’l-Haqq Muhaddith Dehlawi has also quoted this couplet in his Akhbar-u'l.
Akhyar, (p. 97).

4 No details about the books studied by him are available. Hamxd Qalandar refers only
to two books—H<idayah and Bazdawi. This is significant. The Shaikh's knowledge of
Figh (Muslim Jurisprudence ), as is clear from these conversations, was excellent and
this must have been due to his very thorough coaching of the subject in his early life,
For syllabus of those days, see Al-Nadwah No. 1, Vol. VI, Feb, 1909 pp. 78; Al-Minhaj,
G. M. Sufi, Chapter 1.

§ BSupplement p. 282. It is mentioned in Unani Pharmacopoea that the leaves of sambhalu
are efficacious in reducing sex appetite.
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His father,! Shaikh Yahya was a well-to-do merchant and carried on trade in
wool (pashminah).® He had a large number of slaves and lead a comfortable
life according to the best medieval standards. His family originally belonged
to Khurasan from where his grandfather, ‘Abd-u’'l-Latif Yezdi, migrated to Lahore,
probably under the pressure of the Mongol invasions. Shaikh Yahya was born
in Lahore, but later he moved to Awadh and settled there. Muhammad Bulaq
Chishti informs us that he was a Sayyid, being a direct descendant of Imam
Husain.?

Shaikh Yahya died when his son, Nasir-u'd-din was only nine years old,}
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din’s mother who was a very pious and talented lady, looked
after his education,’ and in fact, whatever academic eminence he attained was
due to the supervision of his mother in his early years.

Teachers

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din’s first teacher was Maulana ‘Abd-u’l-Karim Sherwani,?

a well known scholar of his day. Hamid Qalandar informs us in the Supple-
ment that he taught Hidayah and Basdaw:i' to Shaikh Nasir-u'd din, but the
Shaikh himself told his audience one day that he had studied Bazdaws® with
Qazi Muhi-u'd-din Kashani.?

1 There is some confusion about the names of his father and grand-father. The Supplement
gives his pedigree as follows: Mahmud b. Yusuf b. ‘Abd-u’r-Rashid on page 289, but on
p. 282 the name of his grand-father ( 4r ) is given as Yusuf. The printed text of the
Siyar-uw'l- Arifin, (p.92) has :ctb ob £ b)) S5, 9= but in my MS of the same buok,
Shaikh Yahya is mentioned as his father (MS. p. 115). The Mira'at-u’l-Asrar (MS. p. 631),
the Ma‘arij-w'l-Wilayat (Vol. 1, p, 121). the Shajarat-u'l-Anwar (MS), the Matlub-u'¢-
Talibin, (MS. f. 117a), the Igtibas-u'l-Anwar (MS. f. 186b) and the Khazinatu'l-
Asfiya (Vol. 1, 353) agree with my MS of the Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin. 1 think that his father's
name was Yahya and some ignorant copist changed (% jnto 4~ and ,< into o as it
occurs in the Supplement and the text of the Khair-u'l-Majalis. All later authorities
(Mir'at-u'l-Asrar MS. p, 632: Ma'arij-u'l-Wilayat, Vol. 1, p. 121: Shajarat-u'l-Anwar
MS: Iqtibas-w'l-Anwar MS. f. 186b; Khazinat-u'l-Asafiya, Vol. I, 353) give his grand-
father’s name as Abd-u'l-Latif Yezdi. The Sab‘.Sanabil of ‘Abdul Wahid Bilgrami has
Nasir-u’d-din Mahmud b. Yusuf Avadhi (p. 64).

2 Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 238; Akhbar-uw'l-Akhyar, p. 80.

Matlub-w't-Talibin, MS. £, 117a; Iqtidas-w'l-Anwar, MS. f. 186b; Shajarat-u'l-Anwar
MS. Hafiz Ghulam Sarwar (th:iﬁat-u'l-Asfiya Vol. 1, p. 353) has, however, traced
his pedigree to Imam Hasan (3 g bl 3).

Supplement, p. 282,

Siyarw'l-Arifin, p. 92; Mir'at-w'l-Asrar MS. p.632. Ma'‘arij.w'l-Wilayat, Vol. L. p. 121,
Supplement, p. 282; Siyar-w'l-'Arifin, p. 92; Ma'arij-u'l-Wilayat MS. Vol. I, p. 121,
Supplement, 282,

Probably some part of the book was taught by Maulana Sherwani but was completed by
Qazi Muhi-u'd-din.

9 Tewt, p. 150. Qazi Muhi-u'd-din Kashani was an eminent disciple and Khalifah of Shaikh
Nizam-u'd-din Auliya. He was one of the most distinguished scholars of the ‘Alai period
(Tarikh-i-Firus Shahi, Barani, p. 353). For brief notices see, Siyar-u'l-duliya pp. 294
296; Akhbar-w'l-Akhyar, pp. 97-98. Ma'arij-u'l-Wilayat, Vol. 1, pp. 322-323.
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thought and social life in the preceding era. That congenial atmosphere in
which the Chishti silsilah had grown to its full stature disappeared completely,
leaving Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din a stranger in his own home. The ‘Alai age with all
its blessings—economic prosperity, ideological stability and solidarity in body
politic— disappeared leaving behind insecurity and doubt. Under such conditions
when the old world was fast disappearing and the new had not yet taken shape,
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din must have felt as if

Wandering between two worlds, one dead
The other powerless to be born.

The introduction of the token currency, the Khurasan and the Qarachil
expeditions, enhancement of taxation in the Doab and other similiar measures of the
Sultan produced grave social and economic consequences. Every section of the
Indian people—nobles, maliks, soldiers, sufis, ‘ulama, peasants and workers—
felt in one way or the other the impact of his policy. Despair, distrust and
despondency consequently spread into the upper classes as well as the rank and file.
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din whose khangah was open to all sorts of people and who
was prepared to welcome and attend to the problems of a government servant, a
merchant, a sufi, a scholar, a peasant and a soldier could not help being touched
by the miseries of all these people. The sigh of every distressed heart found an
echo in his soul. This accounts for a deep sadness that pervades these conver-
sations. He talks to us calmly no doubt but with an unmistakable touch
of sadness. This was the result, as much of the general atmosphere of gloom
and pessimism that prevailed in the country as, of the personal unhappiness
occasioned by the Sultan.

““ Bear the blows and buffets of the people” was his master’s advice to him
and he sincerely acted upon it. Living in an age of social and spiritual conflicts,
he made his mark on the canvas of medieval Indian history by his sincere and
strenuous efforts for the moral and spiritual uplift of the people. If any one
sentence neatly epitomises the ideal and the mission of his life, it is the favourite
sentence of his master: “Bring peace to a tortured heart”. Shaikh Nizam-
u'd-din Auliya had taught him to love man as man. This.teaching influenced
his thought and motivated his actions. His love for humanity was pure,
deep, and consuming and it not only inspired and sustained him in the midst
of persistent opposition and difficulty, but was a power that awakened the
‘divine’ in his soul.

Birth and ancestry
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din was born in Awadh in or about 675 A.H./1276-77 A.D.}
1 No medieval or modern writer has given his date of birth. Firishtah, however, informs

us that he died at the age of 82. (Vol. II, p. 329) Calculated on this basis his date of
birth should be near ahout 675 A.H.
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Auliya’s life the opposition of the externalist schclars to the mystic ideology had
assumed threatening proportions and one could not help expecting that the conflict
would be much more bitter in the time of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din, but we do not come
across a single case of conflict between Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din and the externalist
scholars of the day. Fully alive to the necessity of stopping some of the mystic
practices which had brought into disrepute the mystics, he strictly forbade the use
of musical instruments (maszamir) in audition parties,! stopped prostration
(sijjdah) before the Shaikh? and declared in most unequivocal terms: “‘The
practice of a Shaikh is no proof of legality unless evidence (in support) is
cited from the Qur’an and the Sunnat”3

It is to the eternal credit of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din that he not only
silenced the orthodox opposition to mysticism but also attracted some eminent
scholars of the period to the mystic fold.*

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din had to struggle against heavy odds during his stay
at the capital. Many of his difficulties were due to the policy of Sultan Muham-
mad bin Tughluq (1325-1351). The latter, himself a restless reformer and an
innovator, extremely ambitious and jealous of his authority, demanded the mystics
of his day to take up govenment services under him. The expansion of the Empire
during the earlier years of his reign placed a very heavy burden on its administrative
organization. With this geographic expansion came an elaboration of principles
and policies and the consequent need for educated, honest and conscientious
administrative personnel. The Sultan used all possible means to associate the
mystics with his programme. He offered jagirs and high government jobs to them.
He persuaded, cajoled, threatened and even punished the recalcitrants to fall in
line with his programme and help him in the implementation of his policy. Under
these circumstances—baffling and embarrasing as they were—many mystics gave
up their old traditions and yielded to the Sultan. Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din, however,
refused to swim with the current and with a courage born of conviction, resisted
all attempts to bind him to the state chariot. He was subjected to many indignities
and was constantly harassed by the government, but he bore these hardships
with remarkable patience and demonstrated in his life the mystic principle of
Riza (Submission to the ‘will of God).

The Sultan’s attempt to compel the people of Delhi to migrate to Dault-
abad and settle there, upset the social equilibrium of Delhi and killed those values and
traditions which had held together the social fabric and given stability to Muslim

Teat, p. 42.
Text, p. 157.
Akhbar-u'l-Akhyar, p. 81,

Tewt, p. 65. A danishmand (externalist scholar) well-versed in Hidayah, Basuds and
Kashshaf joins the Shaikh's discipline and the Shaikh explains to him the significance
of some mystic practices.
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passivism; self-respecting ideal of aloofness from the state gave place to an undigni-
fied scramble for favours of rulers. Mystic customs and practices lost their
spiritual significance and became a license for loose behaviour. ‘‘On sacred days
large parties of women came out of the city riding in palanquins, chariot and dolahs,
on horses, and male buffaloes (sutur) and numerous big groups of these came
out on foot and visited tombs. Libertines and dissolute persons, who are slaves
to the desires of flesh and have no scruples, created mischief and rowdiness which
was an obvious result of this practice”.! Shaikh Nasir-w'd-din strove hard by
precept and practice to improve its moral tone and save it from disintegration.
How deep was his distress and despair may be gauged from this couplet which
he frequently recited:?

‘3\‘:‘:'.’. d\‘:.:.‘)' ol 3 q_\ﬂ o) e Slhs (,_5‘\.1.... oVl (bl

In the pages of the Khasr-u'l-Majalis, recording the conversations of the
Shaikh, one can detect this concern for his co-religionists and the fire that
was consuming him:

A fever in these pages burns,
Beneath the calm they feign.

The age of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din was an age of bitter doctrinal differences
between the mystics and the theologians, not only in India but all over the Muslim
world. The externalist scholars, under the influence of Imam Ibn-i-Taimiyya
(ob. 728 A.H./1328 A.D.), made an all out effort to liquidate many institutions and
practices of medieval mysticism.®> The mystics had to defend themselves against
this, but the fact that mysticism itself had degenerated into occultism, passivism,
grave-worship* and saintworship® weakened its defences and rendered it helpless
in the face of an antagonistic movement organized by no less a person than
Ibn-i-Taimiyya. Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din met the challenge of time by first trying to
vitalize the mystic circle by purifying it of all those aspects of mystic Jife which
had evoked criticism from the orthodox quarters and then he made a serious effort
to bridge the gulf between the externalist scholars and the mystics—an attempt
which gives Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din a pre-eminent position in the Walhalla of Muslim
history. That a mystic of his eminence should be styled *Abu Hanifa, the
second”® by his disciples shows the extent to which in his own person he
had succeeded in bridging the gulf. In the closing years of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din

1 Futuha!<i-Firus Shahi, p. 10.
2  Akhbar.u'l-Akhyar, p. 82.

3 See his Majmu'at.ul-Rasa’il-s'l.Kubra, wherein he has trenchantly criticised popular
mysticism,

4 See Ibn-i.Taimiyya's Ziyara!u'l-Qubur (Urdu Translation, Rafig-i-‘Am Press, Lahore,
1347 AH.).

8 See Ibn-i-Taimiyya's Al.Wasilah (Urdu Translation, Karimi Press, Lahore, 1344 A.H.).
6 Text, pp. 12, 34.




Life of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din Chiragh-i-Dehli

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din Mahmud, popularly known as Chiragh-i-Dehli?
(ob. Ramadan 18, 757 A.H./September 14, 1356), whose conversations are
recorded in the present work, Khair-u'l-Majalis, compiled by Maulana Hamid
Qalandar, was the last of the great saints of the first cycle? of the Indian branch
of the Chishti silsilah. Steeped in the Chishti mystic ideology, be kept alive the
noble traditions of his masters under conditions which would have broken the spirit
of a man of lesser strength of character and lesser devotion to the cause.
His elevation to the sajjadah of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya (ob. 1325 A.D.)
synchronised with a period of social unrest and spiritual conflict. There was a
mushroom growth of horrid cults and degrading beliefs.> The Muslim society bad
drifted away from its pure and simple ways of life and thought, and religion had
become a mere formality,Y cramped by hairsplitting theology and deadened by
dogmatic formalism. The pacificism of the early mystic orders degenerated into

1 No contemporary writer has referred to him as Chiragh-i-Dehli, the title by which he is
known today. The Fawa'id-u'd-Fuad refers to him as A’iz Nasir.u'd-din Mahmud (p. 119)
and as Maulana Mahmud Awadhi (p. 43), The Styar-u'l-Auliya (p. 236 et seq.), Bahr-u'l-
Ma‘ani (pp. 117, 159) Jawams'-w'l-Kilam, (p. 38 et seq.) Larikh-t-Firuz Shahs of
Barani (p. 535), T'arikh-i-Firus Shahi of ‘Afif (pp. 29, 61 etc.) and other contemporary
works refer to him as Maulana or Shaikh Nasir.u'd-din Mahmud. Later writers have,
however, given various reasons for this title:

(i) Once Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din visited his master who asked him to take his seat.
Shaikh Nasir.u’d.din hesitated in obeying the order of his master because many
saints were sitting behind him. The Shaikh told him not to worry about that
as he was Chiragh (lamp) which illumined all sides. (Chishtia Bihishtia, by
‘Ala-w’d-din Muhammad Chishti, MS; also Matlubu't-Talibin by Muhammad Bulaq
Chishti, MS. f. 117a).

(ii) Imam Yafa'i of Mecca referred to him as Chiragh-i-Dells in a conversation with
Sayyid Jalal-u'd-din Bukhari Makhdum-i-Jahanian. (Siyar-u’-‘Arifin, p. 156;
Firishtah, Vol. 1I, p. 399),

(ili) One night when Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din was celebrating the death anniversary (‘urs)
of his master Shaikh Nizam.u'd-din Auliya, Sultan Muhammad bin Tughluq forbade
the sale of oil to him. The saint poured water, which burnt like oil, in his lamps
(chiraghs), ( Matlub-u't.Talibin, ff. 117a and b).

2 The following saints bslonzed to the first cycle of the Chishti S¢lsilah in India: Khwaja
Mu‘in-u’'d-din Chishti of Ajmer (ob. 633 A.H./1236 A.D.); Khwaja Qutb-u'd-din Bakhtiyar
Kaki of Delhi (ob. 633 A.H./1236 A.D.); Shaikh Farid.u'd-din Ganj.i-Shakar of Pakpattan
(ob. 644 A.H./1265 A.D.); Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya of Dehli (ob. 725 A.H./1325 A.D.)
and Shaikh Nasir-ud-din Chiragh-i-Delhi,

3 Futuhats-Firus Shahi, pp. 7-11.
4 Jawams'-w'l-Kilam, p. 14,
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dotes on every point, like his master Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya, has meade his
thought intelligible even to the most ordinary intellects and has considerably
enhanced the educative value of these conversations.

The Introduction and the Supplement are Hamid Qalandar’s own compo-
sitions and as such have an entirely different style—laboured, involved and
full of puns and alliterations. Hamid was proud of this style. He says:
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The following lines which he wrote in praise of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din
Auliya are a typical example of his laboured style:
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Such a style! was neither acceptable to Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din nor did it
suit the purpose of his conversations.

The Khair-w'l-Majalis contains a number of Hindivi words and sentences
which are of value in tracing the origin and development of the Urdu language.
We come across words like 242% ( palanquin) o (cot) tgme (rice boiled with
lentil) 5 2% (thatched roof) and the following Hindivi sentences:
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Text, pp. 6-7.

Text, p. 38.

Text. pp. 147-216; 251.
Text, p. 187

Teat, p. 209.

Texzt, p. 93.

Tex?, p. 123.

Tewt, p. 191

Tewt, p. 191

Towxt, p. 123.
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The: Shaikh has stated facts as' he saw them, It is for the historians to find
out economic reasons for this. In another Majlis he remarks about the
‘Alai age:! >%3'2)) % (What a cheapness it was in those days?) implying
definitely that at the time of his conversations that cheapness was a tale
of the past.

The following two incidents are also significant:

(a) A man comes to the Shaikh and complains about his straitened circums-
tances and the hard times (J$52)) He informs the Shaikh that his
only source of income is the one third of the earnings of his slave. He
also narrates the story of a person who had succeeded in getting an
employment on the recommendation of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya.
The Shaikh heard him patiently but remarked:?2
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(Maulana! At that time there were many [sincere] believers. Whom
can [I] recommend now? [We] should be patient [and . resigned to
our lot]).

(b) The Shaikh narrates the story of a wali who had worked so efficiently
for the prosperity and welfare of the people during the time of the
Caliph ‘Umar that no fallow land could be found in his territory.
The Shaikh remained silent for a while after giving his account, and
.then remarked:3

39 ) 03,9 92 axgu::fflJMQ\‘\.::\:

( All efforts of the former rulers were directed towards fostering the people).
The, implications of this remark deserve no elucidation.

IV We get in Khair-u'l-Majalis a brief but significant account of the reactions
of a Delhi Khanqah to the reports of a Mongol invasion during the reign
of Sultan ‘Ala-u’d-din Khalji.*

Lgi’{:"{ The Khair-u'l-Majalis is a typical illustration of the Persian

Lfl_gpguage as spoken in India in the fourteenth century. Even
where abstruse subjects are discussed, the colloquial touch is easily discernible.
On the whole it combines elegant simplicity with easy sequence of thought.
The clarity and lucidity in the style and expression of Khair-u'l-Majalis is, in
fact, due to the clarity of Shaikh Nasir’s thought. He has explained the most

abstract ideas in the simplest language. His method of narrating relevant anec-

Tewxt, p. 240.
Tewt, 88,
Tewt, pp. 139.
Text, pp. 259-60.
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Il As a result of the impression created by Zia-u'd-din Barani, ‘Ala-u’d-din
Khalji has often been represented as a godless king who had scant respect for
religion and who, in turn, had no religious sanctity in the eyes of the people.
The Khair-u'l-Majalis, written not only during the life-time of Zia-u'd-
din Barani but almost at the same time when he compiled his Tarikh-i-
Firuz Shahi, presents ‘Ala.u’d-din Khalji in a different colour. It corro-
borates ‘Isami’s views about the Sultan.! We know from Khair-u'l-Majalis
that the people of Delhi had a very high opinion of ‘Ala-w'd-din Khalji
and that after his death they used to visit his grave and tie threads on it
in order to get their prayars granted by God.?

Incidentally it may be noted that Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din himself used the
words «Je @) ir,3 (May the blessings of God be on him) with the name of
the Sultan. It shows the deep respect in which the Sultan was held
by the great saint.

II1 The age of Firuz Shah Tughluq (1351-1388) has generally been depicted as
an age of peace and plenty for the masses. The Khair-u'l-Majalis, how-
ever, creates a different impression. It appears that economic distress was
very acute during the early years of Firuz Shah’s reign. The Shaikh
often contrasts the conditions during the reign of Firuz Shah (who is not
mentioned by name) with the conditions prevalent during the reign of
‘Ala-u'd-din Khalji# As one who had lived in Delhi during both these
regimes and had looked at the economic structure from the point of view
of a common man, his observations deserve careful consideration. He
says that during the time of ‘Ala-u’d-din Khalji there ‘was all round
cheapness. One maund wheat could be had for 7% jitals; equal quantity
of sugar for half a dirham; ordinary sugar was available at the rate of
one jitul a maund. Cloth and other articles were also cheap.® A quilt
could be prepared for a few tankas. A good feast could be arranged in
two to four tankas® There were a number of langars (free kitchens) in
Delhi, like the lamgar of Malik Yar Parran, where food was fresly
distributed.” Then, referring to his own times (the reign of Firuz Shah)
the Shaikh said:®

Cdad ol ah el 08w T, ol £ 3T 4 ol o

(These days neither those langardars nor those people have survived, All
have been ruined).

Futuh-u's-Salatin, pp. 300-301, ( Madras edition ).
Text, p. 241.

Tewt, p. 241
Text, p. 185; 240,
Text, p. 185,
Tewxt, p. 240.
Tewt, p. 185,
Tewt, p. 240.
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belief that Khizr guided men to their spiritual goal! Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din’s
views were just the opposite. Several anecdotes mentioned in this book illus-
trate his views on the subject.?

In Ibn-i-Taimiyya's works there is a very strong condemnation of the
galandars® Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din was not ill-disposed towards them. He could
tolerate them* in so far as they did not commit any breach of the Shari‘at.

These differences in the religious views of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din and Ibn-i-
Taimiyya may appear insignificant to a modern man, but in the fourteenth cen-
tury they had great significance. The fact that Ibn-i-Taimiyya had to write
separate tracts on these subjects and that Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din referred to them
again and again in his conversations, is a sufficient proof of their importance
ta the medieval people.

(n)y—Historical

Value - The malfus literature of medieval India is of great value from

the historical point of view. Our medieval histories are mostly
chronicles of the lives and achievements of the rulers and the nobility. Through
these collections of mystic utterances we get a glimpse of the medieval society in
all its fullness, if not in all its perfection-—the moods and tensions of the
common man, the inner yearnings of his soul, the religious thought at its higher
and lower levels, the popular customs and manners, and above all the problems
of the people. The Khair-i'l-Majalis has its importance from this point of view
also and, besides supplying useful historical information, it acts as o ccrrective
to the wrong impressions crcated by the political historians.

I Itis very often said that the market control of ‘Ala-u’d-din Khalji (1296-1316)
was motivated by the militaristic needs of the state. The Khair-u'l-Majalis
shows that this view is not wholly correct and that the Sultan was also
inspired by altrusitic and philanthropic motives in enforcing his economic
regulations. It was his anxiety to benefit all people ( 3> «*), and not a
section or class of people, much less the army alone.” That the Sultan’s
purpose was well served is borne out by several other anecdotes and
references to the prosperity of the people during the ‘Alai period as
given in this book.®

1 Ziyarat-w'l-Qubur (Urdu Translation with Arabic text published by the Dar-u't-Tarjuma,
Rafiq-i-‘Am Press, Lahore. 1347 A.H.) p. 77.

Tewt, p. 13-14; 48-50; 76, 108, 209, 217.

Ashab-i-Suffal (Urdu Translation by Maulvi ‘Abdur™ Razzaq Malihabadi, printed at
Karimi Press, Lahore, 1343 A.H.), p. 56, et seq.

Tewxt, p. 112; 131; 136-137 etc.
5 Tewt, p. 261.
Text, pp. 240; 185; 88,
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The cult of grave-worship which had developed in the fourteenth century
was a negation of the true spirit of Islam. Ibn-i-Taimiyya justly objected to
it, but in declaring all visits to graves as ma'siya he reached an extreme
where few could agree with him, least of all the mystics. Total abandonment
of graves would have meant liquidation of the Silsilahs by breaking their
historic links. Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din condemned grave-worship but did not dis-
approve visits to the graves of saints. He declared:’
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( Respect to graves also has not been commended, but circumambulating round
the graves of the elders of religion has been referred to [as permitted]).

Some Qur'anic verses which contain anthropomorphic suggestions have
been the subject of great controversy in the middle ages. Ibn-i-Taimiyya who
had expressed his views on this matter in his Tafsir-i-Surah-i-Ikhlas?® was
trenchantly criticised on that account. A visitor once tried to draw Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-din_into that discussion but he confined himself to a very brief reply
and switched on to another topic.? -

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din’s views about the vision of God are clearly stated in
the Khair-u'l-Majalis* The Shaikh believed that the vision of God is possible in
this world. “Had it not been so, Moses would not have prayed to God for
it", says Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din. Ibn-i-Taimiyya has condemned all those who
believe in the possibility of the vision of God in this world.®

Besides, there are several other subjects on which the Shaikh's views, as
given in Khair-w'l-Majalis, run counter to the theories prcpounded by Ibn-i-
Taimiyya. Ibn-i-Taimiyya condemned Sama' (mystic music) as an irreligious
‘act.” Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din was a great believer in it. He did not, of course,

permit the use of instruments in audition parties, but took keen interest in it
and narrated to his audience stories bearing on its spiritual efficacy.?

Ibn-i-Taimiyya did not believe in the continued existence of Khizr. He
held that Khizr died long before the Prophet of Islam and criticised the popular

1 Text, p. 157.

2 Tafsir.a-Swurah-i-Ikhias ( Urdu Translation by Maulvi Ghulam Rabbani; Lahore 1344 A H.),
p. 161 et seq.

3 Tezt, p. 238,

4 Text, pp. 194-195; 239,

5 Text, p. 239, _

6 Al-Wasilah (Urdu Tr. by Maulvi ‘Abdul Razzaq Malihabadi, printed at the Karimi Press,
Lahore, 1342 A.H.). p. 41.

7 See his Risalah-¢-Sama’ (Urdu Translation by M. ‘Abdur Razzaq).

8 Teowt, pp. 42-45.
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Besides, the Khair-u'l-Majalis has a significance in the broader context of
mystic developments in the Islamic world in the middle ages. The age of Shaikh
Nasir-u'd-din had thrown a challenge to mystic thought all over the Muslim
world and the Khair-u'l-Majalis embodies the reaction of Indo-Muslim mysticism
to this challenge. It was during the last quarter of the 13th and the first
quarter of the 14th century that Maulana Taqi-u'd-din Abul ‘Abbas Ahmad b.
‘Abd-u'l-Halim, commonly known as Ibn Taimiyya' (661-728 A.H,/1263-
1328 A.D.) carried on a campaign against Khanqah-life and tried to mobilize
orthodox opinion against mystics and mysticism. He attacked eminent mystic
thinkers like Imam Ghazzali (1058-1111 A.D.) and Shaikh Muhi-.u’d-din Ibn.i-
‘Arabi (1164-1249 A.D.) and declared the Sufis and mutakallimin to be from
the same valley (min wadi-n-wahid).® He criticised the cult of saints and
pilgrimages to tombs and declared that even a journey solely undertaken to
the tomb of the Prophet was an act of sin (ma'siya).® His influence reached
India through his pupil, Imam ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Ardweli, who visited the court of
Muhammad bin Tughluq and impressed him so deeply that he kissed his feet.*
It was probably under his influence that Muhammad bin Tughlug adopted a
policy of hostility towards the mystics and sought to change their character and
ideology completely. The reaction of Indo-Muslim mysticism to this intellectual
ferment created by the movement of Ibn-i-Taimiyya may be read in the pages of
Khair-w'l-Majalis.

The most objectionable® of all mystic practices prevalent in medieval
India was prostration (Sijdah) before a Shaikh. Eminent Chishti saints, like
Shaikh Farid Ganj-i-Shakar and Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya, had permitted it.
The latter did not like it but considered its discontinuance as a disrespect to
the traditions of his master.® Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din stopped the practice 'and
declared:”
i Vg OO\ ) e 5
(It is not lawful to place head on the ground before a creature)
1 For brief biographical notices, See Fawat-al-Wafayat, Al-Kutubi (Bulag, 1299 A.H.)
Vol. I, pp. 35-62.
Tazkirat-ul-Huffaz, Al-Zahabi (Hyderabad 1334 A.H.), Vol. 1V, pp. 278-80; Devclopment

of Muslim Theology etc. MacDonald pp. 270-278; 283-85; Kncy. of Islam, Vol. 1II,
p. 421, et seq.

Ency. of Lslam, 111, p. 422.

See his Risala on Shadd ar-Rihal in his Majmw’ at-u'r-Rasadl 11, p. 53.

Rehla, Ibn-i-Batuta ( Eng. Tr.) p. 70.

It is, however, interesting to note that while the theologians raised hue and cry against
such minor matters as Sama‘ (mystic music), they did not protest against this practice
of prostration. We do not find a single instance in the mystic literature of early
Medieval India, of a theologian condemning this institution; probably because in
challenging this institution they would have indirectly attacked a custom prevalent
in the court.

6 Fawa'id-w'l-Fu'ad, pp. 158-159. Siyar-u'l-Auliya, p. 340.

7 Tewt, p. 157.
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By the thirteenth century of the Christian era, the Muslim mystic theory
had reached a stage where, under the existing circumstances, no further development
was possible. Its basic concepts had been analysed and the conmotation of its
terms had been fixed. Nevertheless, there remained much to be done to make
the mystic terminology intelligible to the ordinary intellects. The abstractness
of mystic thought had to be simplified in order to corelate it to actual and
concrete conditions of life. The Fawa'id-w'l-Fw'ad and the Khair-u'l-Majalis
are valuable in the mystic literature of the middle ages because they take
out mysticism from the meshes of abstruse thought and illustrate it as an
operative principle in actual life. The Khair-w'l-Majalis does not spin fine
mystic ideas, it shows the working of these ideas in actual life and their trans-
lation into space-time forces.!

The Khair-w'l-Majalis is an important source of information for the lives
and activities of many Indo-Muslim saints, e.g. Shaikh Qutb-u'd-din Bakhtiyar
Kaki, Shaikh Farid-u'd-din Ganj-i-Shakar, Shaikh Nizam-u’d-din Auliya, Shaikh
Jalal-w'd-din Tabrizi, Shaikh Baha-u'd-din Zakariya, Qazi Hamid-u'd-din Nagauri,
Maulana Da'ud Palahi, Maulana ‘Ala-u'd-din Usuli, ‘Ali Maula, Maulana Fakhr-
u'd-din Zarradi, Qazi Muhi-u’d-din Kashani and Malik Yar Parran. But for this
malfuz, many aspects of mystic life and activity in medieval India would
have remained totally obscure. The importance of these accounts may be
estimated from the fact that almost all hagiographers of medieval India have
drawn their material from this book.

Mystic works written before or at the time of the compilation of the
Khair-w'l-Majalis do not give us any precise information about the influence
of Hindu religious thought on Muslim mysticss The Khair-w'l-Majalis too
does not touch that sphere, but two very significant facts are found in it.
Discussing the punishment of sins on the Day of Judgement the Shaikh says:
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This is evidently the influence of Hindu doctrine of transmigration of souls.
There is nothing in the Qur'an or the Traditions of the Prophet to corrobo-
rate this view. Other significant fact is that the Shaikh found affinity between
the Hindu and the Muslim saints in one respect. A true Sufi according to

him, was one who regulated his breath; and.a class of jogis too, he said,
believed in regulating the breath.?

1 See Tewt, pp. 20-25; 26-27; 37-39 etc.
2 Text, pp. 59-60.
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to look after the health of his soul.! A man may serve in the diwas provided he
treats people justly and well.* “When people obtain a little worldly office, they
treat the people of God as they like and are not afraid of wounding the hearts
of men, After all, the sighs of the oppressed have some effect’.3

The Qazis can maintain the dignity and honour of the Shasri‘at by their

just and noble behaviour. They should treat the king and an ordinary citizen in
the same way.*

It is not permitted for a mystic to visit the courts of kings. ““There are
two abuses among the mystics: Jirrat and Muqallid. Muqallid is one who
has no master, Jirrat is one who visits "kings and their courts and asks
people for money.”®

The actions of the people determine their fate. “If a thorn pricks a
man's foot or an ant bites it, he cught to know that it is the result of his own
acts. And no misfortunes shall befall you except what your hands have earned.”

Believing in this fundamental principle the Shaikh remarks at one place:

"
As you
are, so shall be your rulers’.’

Value of Khair-u’l-Majalis

(- M'{/si;;‘:l Of the various spiritual orders that have flourished in India,” the

Chishti Silsilah is, by far, the most important on account of its
long period of spiritual activity in India and the large area that it influenced. It
reached India before the Ghurid conquest and, by it sympathetic appreciation of the

Indian conditions and circumstances, wove itself inta the complex pattern of

Indian culture. The primary importance of Khair-w'l-Majalis lies in its clear and
lucid exposition of the ideals, aims and activities of this spiritual order. What
was the ideal of the Chishti saints? What did they aim at and strive for?
What were their metaphysical and cosmological concepts? How did they react
or adjust themselves to the existence of a political order which did not repre-
sent the true political spirit of Islam? Answers to these and similar other
questions may be read in the pages of Khairv'l-Majalis which mirrors the social
and ideological condition of the Indo-Muslim society in the fourteenth century,

Text, p. 13,
Teat, p. 13,
Teat, p. 104.
Teaxt, p. 17.
Text, p. 80,
Teat, p. 50,

Abul Faz] has mentioned fourteen s
Akbari. Vol. IL p. 203)
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Cc—Theological

Thought The foundation of Islam rests on two things:

(a) Following what God and His Prophet have ordained and
(b) in abstaining from what He and His Prophet have forbidden.’

Obedience to Shari‘at is obligatory for all.? A man forfeits his spiritual
gifts if he misses a single obligatory prayer® The Sunnak of the Prophet
should be strictly followed.! Fast should be observed on Biz days® Prayers
should be offered punctually and in congregation.® Instead of boycotting those
who do not offer their prayers, they should be persuaded to give up their
negligence.” A man can recsive spiritual blessings only if he is regular in per-
forming his obligatory prayers.® Use of instruments (mazamir) in audition
parties is contrary to the laws of the Shar:‘at.?

— I L1 . e . ..
o {1:)}:;5:;:; Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din, true to the traditions of his spiritual master,

Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya, believed in keeping away from
politics, shughl (government service) and jagirdari. He did not, therefore, like
to discuss anything about politics or political affairs. The reigning monarch,
Firuz Shah, is not even casually mentioned in his conversations. It was,
however, difficult to avoid topics or discussions which, directly or indireclty,
reflected on his views about political matters.

Whoever engages himself in government service involves himself in diffi-
culties and worries."  Happiness lies in Faqr (poverty). In the houses of worldly
men there is nothing but sadness and sorrow, “There is, of course, sadness and
sorrow in Fagr (poverty) also, but it is due to the search of the Absolute, not
to the affairs of this world; and, in consequence of this sadness, there is joy and

delight...The Prophet of Allah (blessings on hind) was a man of prolonged
sadness and deep reflection’.)!

If a man engages himself at all in government service, he should never forget

Text, p. 246.
Teet, p. 26.
Text, p. 33.
Tewxt, p. 95.

L I I

Text, p. 242. The 13th, 14th and the 15th days of every month are known as ayyam-:-biz.
The Prophet of Islam used to fast on these days.

Text, p. 33.
Tewxt, p. 173.
Text, p. 40.
Text, p. 42.

10 Teat, p. 104,

11 Text, p. 102-103,
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‘effort’ and ‘piety’; for a durwesh it is self-mortification (mujshadah).® 1f a
mystic misses his aurad (items of the litanies) even for once, his name is
transferred to the list of the dead.? Deriving pleasure in prayers is a sign of
the health of heart?

Khatarat* (feelings which distract the heart) very often cross the human
heart. Some say that a salik reaches perfection only when these khatarat cease to
trouble his heart. Others say it is not possible to be entirely immune from them.®

There are three types of men— common people (awam), the elect (khwas)
and the super-elect (akhass-u'l-khwas). What withholds the vision of God in the
case of common people is sin; in the case of the elect it is negligence (ghaflat)
or indulgence in lawful pleasures (mubahat); in the case of the super-elect the
veil is hasanat (virtues). One belonging to the last category should be superlative
in his goodness, for mere goodness means nothing for him.®

The last and the final stage of the spiritual achievements of a saint (wals) is
the beginning of the spiritual attainments of a Prophet. The spiritual perfection of
a prophet is not the result of his effort (kasb). In the case of a wali, it is, of
course, effort which takes him to spiritual perfection.’

Sama' (mystic music) is a food for the soul® People will behold God

in Heaven with physical eyes.! The power to work miracles (karamat) is
not a permanent faculty.!®

Besides these discussions which have been profusely illustrated by relevant
anecdotes, the Shaikh has explained in detail some of the very well-known
but ambiguous mystic aphorisms.!

All these discussions are characterized by perspicuity born of a thorough
knowledge of mystic principles.

1 Text, pp. 150-152.
Toat, p. 244.
Text, p. 253.

L SR )

“Any judgements of separation (ahkam-i-tafriq) that occur to the mind"—Kashf-u'l-
Mahjub, Eng. Tr. p. 384; See also ‘dwarif-u'l-Ma‘'arif, p. 565 et seq.

Text, p. 84.

Text, pp. 109-110.

Tewt, pp. 134-135. Cf. Kashf-u'l-Mahjub, pp. 235-236.
Tewt, pp. 43-44.

Tewe, p. 194.

10 Text, pp. 54—55. Cf. Kashf-u'l-Mahjub, pp. 218-219.
11 See Text, pp. 227, 245, 36, 158 etc.
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(ii) The second stage is that he should not ask God for anything except Him.

(iii) The third stag}e is that he should commit his need to God and should
not be concerned about their fulfilment or otherwise.

(iv) The fourth stage is the highest stage where he should not ask Him
even from Him.!

Similarly there are four stages of resignation to the will of God. The first
is Tasabbur which means that if the worries and calamities of this world afflict
a man and his lower soul (nafs) induces him to go somewhere and seek a remedy
for his worries, he restrains his lower soul (nafs) and does not obey it. The second
is Sabr? in which, too, there is control of nafs as in Tasabbur, but there is a
difference. In Tasabbur one has to put in effort whereas in Sabr there is no such
effort on the part of the person practising it. The third is tafwiz which means
entrusting all affairs to God. \Vhether calamities visit him or blessings are
showered on him, whether he goes to Heaven or is sent to Hell, it is the
same for him. The fourth is the stage of Riza (Acquiescence), which is for
the Companions of the Prophet and means deriving the same pleasure both from
calamities and blessings which others derive from blessings alone.?

There are two types of ties which fetter man—ties of Shari‘at and the ties of
nafs (lower soul). The ties of Shari‘at are one's wives and children; the ties of
nafs are appetites and pleasures. One should break both these ties and develop the
cosmic emotion. Whoever develops the cosmic emotion, for him wives, children,
parents etc. cease to be bonds.!

A Sufi should always subject his lower soul (nafs) to self-mortification
(mujahadal). He should eat less, sleep less and avoid company.” He might
engage himself in anything but he should keep his heart busy in Zikr (praise of
God).* A mumin gets his subsist{nce through zikr.?

The stage of the vision of Reality (mushahadal) is higher than the stage
of zikr, because in the later there is feeling of supplication. This is not the
case with mushahadah® ’

All people need some capital (sarmayah) for their different vocations. A
peasant’s capital is his buffaloes, seeds and implements; a scholar’s capital is his

Text, p. 81.

Cf. Kashf-w'l-Maljub, p. 86.

Text, p. 82. Cf. lwarif-w'l-Ma‘arif, p. 607; 620 et seq.

Text, p. 97.

Text, p. 115,

Tewt, p. 122. Sce also pp. 128-129, how the Prophet taught zikr to ‘Ali.
Text, p. 92.

Text, pp. 66-67.
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the body which is subordinate to heart. When the heart is moved, the body
is also moved.! Hal (spiritual condition) is the result of the purity of action.?
Hal is not permanent. If it becomes so, it becomes a station (magam).?

The real thing in spiritual discipline is discipline of the lower soul (nafs).t
If a man cares about his lower self (nafs) his inner self gets integrated and coherent;
if he neglects it, his inner self becomes disturbed and disintegrated.’

When the spirit (ruh) becomes perfect, it acquires the power of flight, in both
the spheres— the higher and the lower, ‘Alam-i-‘Ulvi and the ‘Alam-i-Sufli.b
As the body is subordinate to the heart and the heart is subordinate to the soul,
wherever the soul flies, the heart and the body can also fly.’

Any one desirous of engaging himself in spiritual work should adhere to
the following six principles:

He (i) should not quit his solitude for any greedy or worldly pursuit;

(i)
(ii) should always be with ablution ;
)

iii) should always observe fast;

Gii
(iv) should not utter things except for Him ;

(v) should busy himself in constant zikr (praise of God); and
(

)
vi) should cut himself completely from every thing except Him.3

A durwesh should have full trust in God.® Ile should ask IIim alone
for the fulfilment of his requirements.’® Tor the general public the course is that
in time of need they should go to the bazar and do some work, and earn
money to satisfy their need. I'or a durwesh the course is different, He
should close tightly the door of his house, sit in a corner and pray to God
for the fulfilment of his needs.'

‘

The mystic attitude with reference to the fulfilment of his
has four stages:

3 . ”
requirements

(i) The first is that whenever a need arises he should pray to God for
its fulfilment.

|

Teuxt, p. 57.

Tex!t, p. 57.

Tewt, pp. 58-50; Cf. Kashf-uw'l. Mahjub, pp. 80-18l. See also ‘Awarif-u'l-Ma‘arif
(Urdu Tr.) p. 578, et seq.

4 For a discussion of the nature of nafs, see Kashf-u'l-Mahjub, pp. 196-197.
5 Text, p, 59.

6 Text, p. 60.
7

8

9

W N o~

Text, p. 62,
Text, p. 69.
Text, pp. 56-57.
10 Text, p, 76.
11 Tewt, p. 80.



2 INTRODUCTION

There are three stages (magam) of repentance— first there is Tauba, then
there is Inabat, lastly there is Awba. Literally these three words mean the same
thing but there is a difference of degree and attitude in each.!

People who give up the laws of Shari‘at in pursuing their spiritual ideals
fall down from their position. There is no stage of spiritual perfection higher than
that of the Prophets and even they cannot afford to neglect the external laws of
religion (shari‘at) inspite of the fact that they always remain busy in God.?

From the point of view of spiritual experience there are four types of men :

(i) Salik mutadarrik ba jazba i.e. one who strives for spiritual attainments
on the strength of his knowledge and actions and, as a result, acquires
cosmic emotion (Fazba).

(i) Majzub mutadarrik ba suluk i.e. one who possesses Divine rapture
(juzba) and strives for spiritual discipline (suluk) afterwards.

(ii)) Salik-i-Waqif i.e. one who undergoes spiritual discipline (suluk)
through knowledge and penitence, but due to some act of omission or
commission gets stuck at a place. The spiritual teacher (pir) takes him
out from this spiritual morass and sets him on the path to further spiri-
tual progress and advancement. Shaikh Shihab-u’d-din Suhrawardi con-
sidered Majzud mutadarrik ba sulik as superior to Salik mutadarrik
ba jazba. Other mystics think the other way. They argue that a salik
has to bear great hardships in his effort to reach the goal. Ile is
pursued by the devil who tries to lead him astray but he avoids the
pitfalls and in so doing he puts in great struggle. The Majzub
mutadarik ba suluk proceeds on guided by his divine rapture (jasba).
1lis jasba is so powerful that nothing can distract him. Even the
devil escapes from him.

(iv) Majzub-i-Mutlag ie. one who is totally overpowered by divine
rapture.?

The entire structure of spiritual discipline rests on the proper training of
heart.! The heart is the ruler (amir) of the body. The altar (Qibla) of the
heart is God.” The altar of the body is Ka'da. The body is subordinate to the
heart. When the heart turns away from its altar, the body also turns away
from its altar.® The divine lights (anwar) first descend on the soul and them on

1 Pext, p. 217. Cf. Kashf-w'l.-Maljub, p. 295. *“Tawbal is to return from great sins to
obedience, inaba’ is to return from minor sins to love; and awabat is to rcturn from
one’s self to God''. Sec also Kimiya-i-Sa‘adat, p. 401 et seq.

Text, p. 26.

Text, pp. 47-48; 128,

Toxt, p. 61,

Cf. Kashf-w'l-Mahjub, p. 300.
Text, p. 61
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longs for a communion with the Infinite and the Eternal. His love-striken
heart cries out:

Lol Lol 41,0 ol
(The Beloved is for me and my life is for the Beloved).!

The way to His love is the way strewn with misfortunes and hardships.?
1t requires complete dedication to ‘the purpose’ because a moment’s negligence some-
times throws a man away from his goal.> When a man takes to spiritual discipline,
he is required to get his head shaved and shorten his sleeves. These are symbolic of
his determination to lay down his all in the way of His realization and abstaining
from stretching hands before others or visiting undesirable places.!

Love of God cannot be developed without following the Prophet in thought,
in words and in action.® Love is of three kinds:

(i) Mahabbat-i-Islami, i.e. love which a new convert to Islam develops
with God on account of his conversion to the new faith;

(ii) Mahabbat-i-Muwalihibi, i.e. love which a man develops as a result
of his effort in the way of following the Prophet; and

(iii) Malabbat-i-I{has, i.e. love which is the result of cosmic emction.

The first is common to all; the second can be developed by the Abrar®
alone; the third is exclusively for those near and dear to God.”

When a man’s inclination towards God (inabat) arises out of his feelings of
astonishment (#%) or contrition (=+'%) the source of his inspiration is his external
heart (<% »¥). If it arises out of love and devotion, the source of his inspiration
is the inner heart (=% c*b)- If after inabat, be rejects everything except God, the
source of his inspiration is mysterious.® The highest stage of inabat is rejecting
everything except God (#'s~Y37)®  This is an attribute of prophets and
saints (walis).)’

1 Text, p. 37.
Teuxt, p. 37.
Text, p. 39,
Text, pp. 65-66.
Text, p. 27.

‘“ But of those who have power to loose and to bind and are the officers of the Divine
court there arc three hundred, called Aklyar, and forty, called Abdal, and seven, called
Abrar, and four, called Awtad, and three, called Nugaba, and one, called Qub or
Ghawth.". —Kashf-w'l-Mahjub p. 214.

7 Text, p. 28.
8 Teuxt, p. 58.
9 Text, p. 25.
10 Text, p. 25.
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same coin.! The spirit of sacrifice should be developed. Self-abnegation (L)
as practised by the Companions of the Prophet at the battlefield of Uhud is the
highest and the noblest example of sacrifice.? Kindness should be extended to all,
irrespective of any consideration, and food should be distributed freely.® A durwesh
should mix with men of different tastes, temperaments and professions and
should not behave in a way as to create the impression that he is not one
of them.* People should acquire the morals of God® who extends His kindness
and mercy to all.

Livelihood should be earned through strictly honest means.® Businessmen
should be honest in their dealings, and should never utter lies.” Profiteering

leads to ruin.® A man should be an honest trustee.’

When God makes friendship with a man he makes him conscious of his
shortcomings and defects.’® Whoever is overtaken by divine rapture (jazba) all
vicious inclinations are wiped out from him.!* Absolute faith in God (tawakkul) is
necessary.’? Those who practise it, God is enough for them.®

B8—Mys‘ical

hs The summum bonum of a mystic's life is to live for the Lord
Thought:

alone. He neither hopes for Heaven nor fears Hell. His soul

1 Tex!, pp. 41, 46, 177. Cf. the following verses which Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya used
to recite:

L o IS PP D TR 1 RSN A R ) IS ) B T P T O N
oL Lk 2l S e t"-fé(f I T R PO R PR TR IF JY
(He who is not my friend—may God be his friend !
And he who nurses anger against me, may his joys increase!
He who puts thorns in my way on account of enmity—
May every flower that blossoms in the garden of his life be without thorns!)

Tewt, pp. 166-167.

Text, p. 178. Cf. Fawa'id-w'l-F'w’ad (pp. 17-18) where Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya
praises Chengiz Khan in this connection.

Text, p. 114,
Text, p. 107.
Text, p. 91.
Text, p. 95.

See Fawa'id-w'l-Fu'ad p. 116. where Shaikh Nizam.u'd-din Auliya speaks about
the destruction of Lahore due to the corruption of its merchants.

Teaxt, p. 95.
9 Tewxt, p. 209.
10 Teaxt, p. 235.
11 Teaxt, p. 100. Cf. Kimiya-i-Sa'adat, p. 530, et seq.

12 Text, p. 163,264, Cf. Kimiya-i-Sa‘adat, p. 516 et seq. ‘Awarif-u'l-Ma‘arif, (Urdu Tr.)
p. 618 et seq.

13 Text, p. 57.

W
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believed that all virtues flow from it and those who ‘‘fear God” get their
subsistence from the divine source.) Taqwa is an attitude of mind and can
be developed only by sincerity of purpose (e %)% because the mystic
path itself is a path of truth and morality.?

(a) Haqq-i-Taqwa, ie. obligation to fear God as He should be feared,

(b) Hagg-i-‘Ibadat, i.e. obligation to pray to God as He should be prayed
to,

(c) Haqq-i-Tilawat, i-e. obligation to recite the Quran as it should be
recited and

(d) Haqq-i-Ma'‘rifat, ie. the obligation to strive for gnosis.*

The inspiring motive of a man’s actions should be the desire to seek
the pleasure of God.” 'I'he divine approval lies in strict adherence to what He
has ordained and in tctal abstention from what He has forbidden.® If a man takes
to preaching, his aim should be neither money nor fame but God alone.”

Rejection of all worldly desires and material ambitions is necessary for
spiritual advancement. Love of the world (duniya),® is the root of all evils.
Sex-appetite and pleasures are chains which fetter the soul.™ A mystic should
develop himmat, which means ‘rejecting material glories and wealth without
showing slightest inclination towards them’.''* The best man is one whose heart
is full of the love of God, whose body is bent in devotions and whose hand
is empty of all worldly things.'

Retaliation and revenge are laws of the animal world. One should bear
patiently the blows of the people and should never think ¢f paying them back in the

1 Tewt. p. 21. The argument is based on the Quranic verses XLV: 2-3. Cf. Kashf.u'l-
Maljub: “Reverence for God and His ordinances springs from fear of God (tagica)". p. 334.

Text, pp. 23, 157.

Text, p. 138. Cf. Kaslf-w -2 ahjub(English Tr.)p. 42. Also Naidiya-i-Satadat, p. 470 et seq.
Text, p. 24,

Text, p. 25.

6 Text, p. 28

Text, p. 31.

The mystic view of the renunciation of the world (> i-‘j) is thus explained by Shaikh
Nizam-u'd-din Auliya: “The rejection of the world does not mean that one should divest
himself of clothes, or put on a loin cloth and sit idle. Instead, ‘rejection of the world’ means
that one may put on clothes and take food. What comes to him he should take and not
hoard it. He should not fix his heart on anything. Only this is rejection of the world”.
Fawa'id-w' -0 ad, p. 9.

9 Tewxt, p. 35.

10 Text, p. 97

11 Teaxt, p. 102,

12 Text, p. 172
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ship with Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya® (Bab II, Fasl 3); story of a nawisinda
who had left his home and settled in the Jama'at Khanah of Shaikh Farid®
(Bab II, Fasl 3); Shaikh Farid's conferring of blessings on Shaikh Nizam-u'd-
din Auliya® (Bab II, Fasl 3) and the death of Shaikh ‘Abd-u’llah Ansari*
(Bab V, Fasl 2) are the same as in the present text of Khair-w'l-Majalis, but
in the following two accounts there are slight variations:®

(a) Regarding the mutasarrif of Ajodhan, who used to annoy the family
of Shaikh Farid, ‘Ali Asghar says «ib yslél el Ol ilei L and that
the mutasarrif died before reaching the Shaikh’s house ;

(b) Regarding the oil dealer who had lost his wife, the Jawahir-i-Faridi
says that he was a Mussalman and that the darogha of Dipalpur
had plundered that area. The following lines quoted on the authority
of Khair-w'l-Majalis do not occur in the present text:

(N3 g0p a2 o 0L das 5 (gl e a2 ) Ol @ e O g

a8 Qi 4oyl e eva o 6l e Ol ) e Ol
cpr 3 0l @ g 33l by 5ol e oo ) ol) @ am § e )
agly Sy o 6T 55 cdogep Sl Joe 80 a0 Oy O Jlaa)

e 03403 §3 LB L OIS s e @i, o) ) s o &

Thought Content of Khair-u’l-Majalis

The Khair-'l-Majalis covers a variety of topics. Excluding the biogra-
phical and the anecdotal part of the book, its thought content may be placed
under the following heads:

(a) Ethical, (b) Mystical, (c) Theological, and (d) Dolitical.

This classification is, of course, arbitrary because the discussions often

overlap and the same line of argument is adopted to prove matters falling
under different categories.

A—Ethical . g ey .
Tho:ltg;lfllt The corner stone of Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din’s ethical thought, as

revealed in the Khair'l-Majalis, is Taqwa (fear of God).® He
1 Text, pp. 118-119.
2 Teat, 147.
3 Text, pp. 224-225.
4 Text, pp. 112-113,
5 As most of these variations are those which are found in Siyar-u'l-‘ Arifin, the probabi-
lity of ‘Ali Asghar copying these accounts from the Siyar-u’l-*Ari{fin cannot be ruled out.
6 Toxt, p. 20 et seq.
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c—Akhbar-u'l-

Akhyar - Shaikh ‘Abd-u’l-Haqq Muhaddith Dehlavi has made a very exten-

sive use of the Khair-u'l-Majalis and has given long extracts
from it. He has quoted three complete majlises (Nos. IX, XVIII, and XXXVIII),
in his Akhbar-w'l-Akhyar, (pp. 111-112). These ‘extracts are almost exactly the
same as in the present text of Khair-u'l-Majalis.

Shaikh ‘Abdu’l-Haqq has quoted Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din in connection with
his accounts of Shaikh Ahmad Nahrwani (p. 46), Shaikh Farid-u’d-din Ganj-i-
Shakar (pp. 51-52), Maulana Razi-u'd-din Mansur (p. 71), Maulana Mukhlis-u'd-
din® (p. 75), Khwaja ‘Ali (pp. 75-76), Maulana ‘Ala-u'd-din Usuli (p. 77) and
Shaikh Husam-u'd-din Multani (p. 89). It is noteworthy that whatever the
Shaikh has quoted corresponds with the present text.

o—Jawahir-i-

Faridi: ‘Ali Asghar Chishti has taken more than a dozen biographical

anecdotes and stories from the Khair-w'l-Majalis, particularly
those relating to Shaikh IFarid. The accounts of Khwaja Qutb-u’d-din DBakhtiyar
Kaki's education at the feet of Abi Hafs? (Bab II, Fasl 2); Baba Farid’s first
interview with Shaikh Qutb-u’d-din in Multan® (Bab II, Fasl 3); Baba Farid’s
stay in Ajodhan* (Bab II, Fasl 3); the drowning of an insolent durwesh who
had incurred the displeasure of Baba Farid® (Bab 11, Fasl 3); a qalandar’s fury
on Shaikh Badr-u'd-din Ishaq® (Bab II, Fasl 3); Shaikh Da’ud Palahi’s friend-

1 There is only one difference of reading in this account. Jdkhbar-w'l-Akhyar has
Ol ) ) ao g S5 85 550 Khair-wl-Majalis has 5.

Text, p. 108.

Text, p. 220.

Teat, pp. 219-220.

Tewxt, p. 202,

Text, p. 130.
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(xv) On page 118 of Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin an account of Sayyid Jamal Sawiji is
given on the authority of Khair-w'l-Majalis. The present text (p. 131)
differs from the extract of Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin in the following details:

(a) Jamali gives his name as Sayyid Jamal Sawji. Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din calls
him Shaikh Jamal-u'd-din Sawji.

(b) Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din did not say that Sawji was so overpowered by
ecstacy that he gave up his obligatory prayers.

(xvi) The present text of Khair-u'l-Majalis does not contain anything about
Shaikh ‘Usman referred to by Jamali (p. 144).

(xvii) The present text of Khair-w'l-Majalis gives (p. 45) a brief account of
scarcity during the reign of Iltutmish (his name is not mentioned), but
Jamali gives (pp. 154-155) the following details on the authority of
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din:

ol ue 55 8 amy, oot 23 35# gl pdd t:.:of'a,_',\ el Jiio
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Oy a8 O Sles 5wl 5o gl § a8 $LC Gad §aes )y ol
ade B ) 0 e i o) o 2B a3V g T e Ol WS ey
o) Opr 8 opep 5 et I Ol L ailey o o 3 00 nu
aas lis § 546 o e Sl bl g ey 0L c‘"“‘ Moalb ple
wyo $o) 33 Samd 2 K § 5 s 0P e 5 a1 58 Gl
Vo pad o S a1 @ Ja) 5 u T el sl s\x el o
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(b) The feast was in connection with the ‘Urs of Shaikh Badr-u’d-din
Samarqandi.

(c) In Khair-w'l-Majalis, Khwaja ‘Azizw'd-din tells Shaikh Nizam-u'd-
din Auliya about the discussion, but it is said in Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin that
c.:!\a_): ;_,»J.:f_,\ 4:” sl G.: Qﬂr;‘ Jdee ) 3 208 o
(d) The Siyar-u'l‘Arifin makes Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din utter this sentence
which does not occur in the Khair-u'l-Majalis:

Cedls Q\j(_léa s e O yald] ;; »
Slamsy S )y sy &t a

(x) The Siyar'l-‘Arifin (p. 80) quotes an account of Khwaja ‘Ata's visit to
Shaikh Nizam-u’d-din Auliya on the authority of Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din. It
differs from the Khair-u'l-Majalis in the following details:

(a) The Khair-w'l-Majalis (p. 106) gives his name as Khwaja ‘Ata.
Siyar-u'l- ‘Arifin calls him Khwaja ‘Ata-ullah.

(b) The Khair-w'l-Majalis has: Sy v w\é_;. 9y 3 cﬂi\:_,' O\J)
The Siyar-w'l-‘Arifin has: cuwl, 435 ow) , <o,
(c) The Khair-w'l-Majalis does not contain the following sentence :

sh e y el ),’J.);-))\f:)\ t):"-".d‘&“ u\)\.\aj

(xi) The story of Chajju as given in Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin (pp. 80-81) on the
authority of Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din does not occur in the Khair-w'l-Majalis.

(xii) The story of the qalandars who induced Hamid to part with the piece of
bread given to him by Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya is quoted by Jamali but
with some embellishment (pp. 86-87).

(xiii) On page 75 of Khair-w'l-Majalis there is an account of Shaikh Najib-u’d-din
Mutawakkil and his poverty on an ‘Eid day. The Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin
quotes it (pp. 98-99) but with the following additions and changes:

(a) Jamali says that the galandars who had come to see Shaikh Najib
belonged to Khurasan. The Khair-u'l-Majalis says nathing about their
homeland.

(b) Jamali says that Shaikh Najib asked the guests to sit in his Jama‘at
Kbanah, This is wrong. The Shaikh had no Jama‘at Khanah.

(xiv) The Khair-u'l-Majalis (p. 138) contains an account of Bibi Fatimah.
Jamali quotes it (p. 103) but with some additions here and there.
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The Siyar-'l-'Arifin says: :\f: RIS ER
(¢) The Khair-u'l-Majalis has Jl- while the Siyar-w'l-‘Arifin has ©lz3-
(d) The Khair-'l-Majalis has tanka. The Siyar-w'l-‘Arifin has dinar.
(e) The Khair-uw'l-Majalis has: (Olale bl 51 4p) suey by
The Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin adds:
J\Lo_sJ‘_}b a\,_g:..' r\a)\ 6\? > o) OV POV ) _)\ J."f‘. 3 6\.’}'

(f) The following lines quoted in Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin do not occur in the
Khair-w'l-Majalis :

sy ol 85 SV s a1y 5 a e o) £l Okl
(g) The Khair-w'l-Majalis has:
02 e ol ST 8 wsb oy b plpd) Jo S
The Siyar-w'l-'Arifin has: .15415 g.)‘_,v'- 4‘_,\{5 ey S.T J; e
(h) The Khair-u'l-Majalis has: ¢ 30 r\J: (e
The Siyar-'l-‘Arifin adds an exception :
0l eels 35 KL € e ppo plys Slezl glo pls oy
(i) The Khair-'l-Majalis has: o 7 _,(5 )'\ ca)(. rb: ()\,g
The Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin again adds an exception :
el ey a fa 55 e ) oK UL

(j) The Siyar-w'l-‘Arifin completely omits the sixth instruction.

(vii) The Siyar-w'l-‘Arifin (pp. 73-74) gives a detailed account of the audition
parties of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya on the authority of Shaikh Nasir-
u'd-din  Mahmud. The present text of Khair-u'l-Majalis does not con-
tain this account.

(viii) There is a very brief reference in Khair-u'l-Majalis (pp. 74-75) to Sultan
Qutb-u'd-din Mubarak Khalji's attitude towards Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din
Auliya. The Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin gives a detailed account which is not found
in the present text of Khair-u'l-Majalis.

(ix) On pages 104-105 of Khair-w'l-Majalis there is an account of Khwaja
‘Aziz-u'd-din’s visit to a feast and discussion there about the life of
Shaikh Nizam.u'd-din Auliya. The Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin also refers to this
but with the following additions and alterations:

(a) The name of Shaikh Farid’s grandson is given as Sharaf-u'd-din.
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(d) The Khair-u'l-Majalis tells about the Turk's attitude towards Shaikh
Farid: <2l0 sz
Siyar-w'lArifin says: <A\ % .ﬂ\a' o s

It makes a lot of difference. The first means simply ‘‘absence of faith",
the later means “having no good opinion”.

() The Khair-w'l-Majalis says about the Malik:  .& X - 4 :)z. Cp\; gy
Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin (p. 44) adds: .
cu:«‘.(v\_:‘/ r\i_‘ d\)-\‘. _);JA _)K-:Jy_, c,-f!d\)t-'j \J" J‘ &

2709 s a8y ol Uy w5 8

(iv) The Khair-w'l-Majalis gives the story of an oil-dealer who had lost his wife

(v)

but recovered her through the spiritual help of Shaikh Farid (pp. 236-237).
The Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin quotes it (pp. 44-45) but with the following additions
and alterations:

(a) The Khair-w'l-Majalis does not mention the religion of the oil-dealer.
The Siyar-'l-‘Arifin says that he was a Mussalman.

(b) The Khair-w'l-Majalis does not mention the name of the place. The
Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin has: Sy ));)\7,_: dos iyl

(c) The Khair'l-Majalis has: ¢ .‘JJ‘J/ .\7_.;,' Jx

The Siyara'l-“Arifin has: & s &g o 3525 cita
VT Y D D

On pages 57-58, Jamali quotes an anecdote about Maulana Dau'd Palahi
from the Khair-w'l-Majalis

(a) Maulana Dau’d’s name has been wrongly mentioned as u,:‘T L oashs WY,
This is probably the copyist’s error,

(b) The Khair-w'l-Majalis (p. 118) does not give the name of the 3'-
Siyar-'l-'Arifin (p. 57) gives his name as Nur-u'd-din.

(c) The M promised to give one-fourth of his property according to
Khair-w'l-Majalis, and one-third according to Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin.

On page 72, the Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin contains an account of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-
din Auliya’s advice to some of his disciples, based on the authority of Shaikh
Nasir-u’d-din. It differs from the present work in the following details :

(a) The name of gl < ai ydlJr WV, occurs as gl = ai ) plom VY40
(b) The Khair-w'l-Majalis (p. 68) has: :f L oS
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—Siyar-u'l-

i There are more than two dozen quotations! from the Khair-i'l-
Arifin:

Majalis in the Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin of Maulana Jamali,

1) The story of the mutasarrif of Ajodhan who annoyed the family of Shaikh
Farid has been quoted by Jamali on the authority of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din
Mahmud, but it differs from the Khair-u'l-Majalis in the following details:

(a) Jamali says that the mutasarrif was in league with the Qadi of Ajodhan
in annoying the saint (Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin, p. 37). There is no mention
of it in the Khair-w'l-Majalis. (Text, p. 182).

(b) Jamali says that it was Maulana Shihab-u’d-din, son of the saint who com-
plained of the attitude of the mutasarrif to his father. The Khair-u'l-
Majalis does not name any son. It only says: OW)i.

(c) Itis stated in Khair-w'l-Majalis that the mutasarrif was brought to the

Shaikh who refused to see him. In Siyar-w'l-‘Arifin he dies before he is
brought to the Shaikh.

ii) Jamali has quoted the story of a galandar, who visited the Jama'at Kha-
nah of Shaikh Farid and began to prepare a mixture of hemp-leaves on
the prayer-carpet of the Shaikh, on the authority of « Khair-w'l-Majalis

(Siyar-w'l-'Arifin, p. 42-43). The present text of Khair-w'l-Majalis does
not cantain the following :

2 8 g e b gl (W pt e
(pp- 42-43) a2l sl (UL e Lo, K 0,adi § wtl T o) esle o

(iii) On pp. 43-44 of Siyar-w'l-'Arifin the story of a man who had lost his

master's eagle has been quoted from the Khair-w'l-Majalis. It differs
from the present text in the following details:

(a) According to Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin, the gasbah was at a distance of four

Jarsangs; according to Khair'l-Majalis, (p. 147) its distance was
thirty four karohs.

(b) In Khair-w'i-Majalis (p. 148) the Turk gives only this warning to his
amir-i-shikar: a2, 5 5, a8l 50 5 <y g 6-‘;"‘}, il o ;‘
The Siyar-uw'l-‘Arifin (p. 43) adds:

b et 3 B Ol 5 s VK L L F’ £

(c) The Khair'l-Majalis has: > ¢ S BY) J\J;J) \l

The Siyar-wl-'Arifin, on the contrary, says: 348 ‘.S"f; A 5\'_ b\";.})‘.f

1 e.g. see pages 33, 34; 81, 85; 117, 118, etc.
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Siyar-u'l'Arifin, Akhbar-u'l-Akhyar, and Jawahir-i-Faridi have been selected
here for this purpose.

A—The Jawamsi'-

N . . .
w'LKilam: Though the Jawami'-u'l-Kilam levies a charge of inaccuracy

against Hamid Qalandar,® there are many anecdotes and discus-
sions which, it appears, have been either borrowed from Khair-u'l-Majalis or
reported directly from Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din by his disciple Saiyyid Muhammad
Gesu Daraz., Particular reference may be made to the following:

1 The story of an oil dealer who had lost his wife,
Text, p. 236. Jawami‘-w'l-Kilam, p. 340.

2 The story of the daughters of Labid,
Text, p. 117, Jawami‘4'l-Kilam p. 156,
3 The story of Khwqyt Mankadar,
Text, p. 95. Jawami‘-w'l-Kilam pp. 166-167,
4 The Chillah-i-Zanan and the Chillah-i-Mardan,
Text, pp. 18-20. Jawami‘-w'l-Kilam, pp. 169-170,
5 The story of Rashid,? a merchant of Delhi,
Text, pp. 93-155. Jawami‘v'l-Kilam, p. 230,
6 The story of a preacher (muzakkir) who had missed a prayer,
Text, pp. 32-33. Jawami‘-w'l-Kilam, p. 12,
7 The story of Abu Sa‘id Abu’l Khair and Muhammad Karrami,
Text, pp. 166. Jawami'-w'l-Kilam, pp. 28-29.
8 Illness of Imams Hasan and Husain,
Text, p. 166. Jawami'-'l-Kilam, p. 36.
9 Musa's conversation with a Kafir,
Text, pp. 123-124. Jawami'-w'l-Kilam, p. 78.
10 Maulana Fakhr-u'd-din Zarradi's’ refusal to marry,
Text, p. 64 Jawami'-w'l-Kilam pp. 129-130.

11 A story about Shaikh Shihab-u'd-din Suhrawardi,
Text, pp. 77-78. Jawami‘w'l-Kilam, pp. 109-149,

There are many other stories in Jawamz"-u‘\l-Kilam, corresponding to those
in Khair-w'l-Majalis. In some cases there are significant differences in details.

1 Jawami'-w-Kilam, p. 134.

2 His name occurs as Rashid Bandat (p. 93) and Rashid Pandit (p. 155) in Khair-w'l-
Majalis, and as Rashid Handar in Jawami‘-w'l -Kilam (p. 230).

3 InJawami'-w'l-Kilam, (p. 129), this name has been wrongly confused with the name of
Maulana Fakhr-u'd-din Razi.
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2 Bazdawi, i.e. the Kanz-wl-Wusul ila ma'rifat-i'l-Usul of Ali b,
Muhammad Bazdawi (ob. 482 A.H./1089 A.D.).

3 Shashi, i.e. Usul-i-Shashi of ‘Allama Badr-u'd-din Shashi.
4 Husami of Maulana Husam-u'd-din Muhammad.

5 Shir‘at-u'l-Islam of Maulana Rukn-u'l-Islam Muhammad b. Abi Bakr
Sharghi (ob. 573 A.H./1177 A.D.).

6 Quduri, i.e. Mukhtasar-i-Quduri of Abu’l Husain Muhammad Quduri
(ob. 428 A.H./1036 A.D.).

7 Maqaddamat-u's-Salat, a versified book on Figh composed in 703 A.H./
130 A.D. by Maulana Sharaf-u’d-din Bukhari.

8 Tuhfat-w'l-Barrah.
and 9 Sharh-i-‘Agida.

The Khair'l-Majalis bears evidence to the Shaikh’s intimate knowledge
of the Quran and its exegesis. Throughout his conversations one finds an
attempt to substantiate his religious discourses by frequent references to the
verses of the Quran. The Kashshaf of Maulana Abu'l Qasim Mahmud Zamakh-
shari (ob. 1144 A.D.) is quoted twice.! So far as books on Hadith are concer-
ned, only two collections are mentioned—the Masharig-1'l-Anwar? of Maulana

Razi-u'd-in Hasan Saghani and the Masabih,? (probably Mishkat-u'l-Masabih of
Maulana Wali-u'd-din Tabrizi).

The Khair-u'l-Majalis is probably the first work of an Indian mystic in
which the Masnawi of Maulana Jalal-u'd-din Rumi (ob. 672 A.H./1273 A.D.) is
quoted.! Traditions and legends about the great Muslim mystic Mansur Hallaj were
current in the mystic circles of medieval India, but his book b osss s
referred to, probably for the first time, in this work.’

Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din undoubtedly drew his information from many sources,
but he did not believe in mere dry repetition of what was contained in these
books. The clarity of his.thought and the lucidity of his expression show that
he had thoroughly assimilated the ideas contained in the works referred to.

Khair-u’l-Majalis as used by later writers

As later writers have drawn considerable material from the Khair-u'l-
Majalis, often verbatim, it may be of interest to collate and compare these
passages with the present text in order to find out how these manuscripts have
suffered at the hands of the copyists, Only four works, Jawami'-w'l-Kilam,

1 Text, pp. 83, 120. 2 Text, pp. 94, 114, 136, 307. 3 Tewt, p. 105.
4 Text, p. 163, 5 Text, p. 155.
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circles of Delhi, particularly his master Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya and kis
elder disciples.” In several cases, it appears that the Shaikh's source of
information was the Fawa'id-u'l-Fu’ad of Amir Hasan Sijzi.?

The Asrar-u’t-Tauhid,® though not referred to in this book, seems to
have been one of the principal sources of Shaikh Nasir-u’'d-din’s information
about some anecdotes and stories relating to Shaikh Abu Sa‘id Abu’l Khair,
Khwaja Abu ‘Usman Hairi, Ab’ul Fazl Farrati, Ab'ul Qasim b. Bishr b. Yasin
and other non-Indian Muslim saints.*

The Shaikh seems to have been deeply influenced by the three great
mystic classics of the middle ages —the Ihya-u'l-‘Ulum of Imam Ghazzali (ob.
1111 A.D.), the Kashf-u'l-Mahjub of Shaikh ‘Ali Hajweri (ob. after 1074 A.D.)
and the ‘Awarif-w’l-Ma‘arif of Shaikh Shihab-u'd-din Suhrawardi (ob. 1234 A.D.).
The Ihya-w'l-‘Ulum is referred to only once,” but its influence is discernible
in many of the conversations. The Kashf-1'l-Mahjub is not mentioned by
name at all, but the discussions relating to Tauba (Repentance),® God's love
of Man,” superiority of the Prophets over the saints® etc. seem to have
been influenced by it. The ‘Awarifw'l-Ma'arif formed a part of the mystic
syllabus in the 13th and the 14th centuries. It is no wonder, therefore, that
Shaikh Nasir-u’'d-din has approvingly quated many statements of the great
Suhrawardi saint.’

The most popular study of the Indian Mussalmans in the 14th century
was Figh (Muslim Jurisprudence). Large number of books dealing with various
aspects of Muslim law were written during this period and several compilations of
Fatawa were also made.” Shaikh Nasiru'd-din Mahmud himself was keenly
interested in Figh. Here we find him referring to the following works on law:

1 Hidayah of Maulana Burhan-u'd-din Marghinani (ob. 593 A.H./
1197 A.D.).

1 eg Text, pp. 256, 233 Cf. Fawa’id-w'l-I'u'ad, pp. 10, 13. Also Tezt, pp. 53, 217, 279.

2 e.g. the information about Shaikh Abu Bakr (T'¢2f, p. 210). Maulana Badr.u'd-din Ishaq
(Text, pp. 116, 130, 137, 224); Maulana Badr-u'd-din Ghaznavi (Text, pp. 88, 187, 188),
Shaikh Baha-u'd-din Zakariyya (Z'cxt, 131, 137, 283) and others.

3 Compiled by Muhammad b. Munawwar in 547 A.H./1178 A.D. Edited by Ahmad Bahman.
yar, Tihran, 1934,

4 eg. vide Asrar.w't-Tauhid, pp. 75-76 (Cf. Text, pp. 268-269 ) pp. 190-191. ( Cf. Text
pp. 254-255); p. 11 (Cf. Teat, p. 161).

5 Text, p. 68. The other book of Imam Ghazzali which is mentioned here is Minhaj-w'l-
‘Abidin, (pp. 56, 212).

6 Text, p. 217; Kashf-u'l-Mahjub, pp. 294-295,

7 Text, p. 85; Kashf-w'l-Mahjub, p. 307,

8 Teat, pp. 134-135; Kashf-u'l-Mahjub, pp, 235-236.
9 Text, pp. 58, 123, 155, 178, 249.

10 See my article: Some Religionus and Cultural Trends of the Tughlug Period pub-
lished in the Journal of the Pakistan Historical Soctety, July, 1953,
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used mazamir (musical instruments) in their audition parties and placed the pir
on a pedestal as high as that of the Prophet.

Three manuscripts have been used in preparation of this text:

V! MS in a private collection in Amroha ( Distt. Moradabad) written in
Shikista style and worm eaten. It was copied in Jamadi II, 1060 A.H./
1649 A.D. It does not contain the Supplement, otherwise it is complete.
It has been used as the basis for this edition.

<. A carefully prepared transcript of the Asafiya Library manuscript in pos-
session of Professor Mohammad Habib. The Asafiyah manuscript was
copied in 1313 A.H./1895 A.D. It contains a Supplement dealing with
the life of Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din. Professor Mohammad Habib’s copy
seems to have been very carefully made. To check up certain pass-
ages I had some Majlises copied afresh from Hyderabad.

v+ MS in the Muslim University Library. This is an incomplete and defec-
tive manuscript, and contains only 80 folios and ends abruptly on Majlis
XXXVIIIL

The Supplement

The Hyderabad manuscript contains a Supplement dealing with the life of
Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din Mahmud. Major part of this Supplement occurs almost
verbatim in the Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin of Maulana Jamali® The question arises as
to who wrote this Supplement, Jamali or Hamid Qalandar. Internal evidence
points in favour of Hamid Qalandar. Maulana Jamali has, it appears, copied
it from Khair-u'l-Majalis because it was the most authentic account of the
Shaikh available. My opinion that it is Hamid's work is based on the follo-
wing considerations: (1) On completing an account of one hundred conversations
of the Shaikh, Hamid must have found a serious lacuna in his work. Whatever
he had collected dealt with the teachings of the Shaikh, but there was nothing
about his life. e wrote this Supplement to fill this gap. (2) The style
and treatment of the subject in the Supplement is exactly the same as in the
Introduction.? (3) Personal references make it abundantly clear that Hamid him-
self wrote these pages.’

Sources of Khair-u’l-Majalis

The information contained in Khair-u'l-Majalis is drawn from different
sources. Biographical anecdotes about the early Indo-Muslim saints are based
mostly on the information that Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din gathered from the mystic

1 I have compared and collated this Supplement, with the Siyar-w'l-‘Arifin. Variations
are given in footnotes. - indicates Siyar-u'l-‘Arifin.

2 eg. compare the pages 288-289 of the Supplement with the Introductory pages of the
Khatr.w'l-Majalis.

3 e.g. p. 289 where Hamid records the Shaikh's disapproval of calling him a Shaikh,
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Manuscripts of Khair-u'l-Majalis

It is strange that manusctipts of Khair-w'l-Majalis are very rare. The
only complete manuscript of the work is in the Asafiya Library No other
public library in Europe or India has a manuscript copy of this work. Personal
investigations made in Rampur, Deoband and Azamgarh libraries, proved fruit-
less. This dearth of manuscripts in Indian libraries is inexplicable in view of
the fact that the Khair-1'l-Majalis was extensively used in the preparation of
the biographies of medieval Muslim saints. We find the book mentioned by
Sayyid Muhammad Gesu Daraz of Gulbarga® and Shams-i-Siraj ‘Afif.2 Hagiolo-
gical literature of the succeeding centuries is replete with extensive extracts and
frequent references to this work. Maulana Jamal-u’d-din, known as Darwesh
Jamali® (ob. 942 A.H./1536 A.D.), Shaikh ‘Abd-u’l-Haqq Muhaddith Dehlavi®
(ob. 1052 A.H./1642 A.D.), ‘Ali Asghar Chishti® (ob. after 1033 A.H./1623 A.D.),
‘Abd-u'r-Rahman Chishti® (ob. 109+ A.H./1683 A.D.), Ghulam Mu‘in-u'd-din
‘Abdullah” (ob. after 1094 A.H./1683 A.D.), Muhammad Bulaq Dehlavi® (ob. after
1111 AH./1699 A.D.), Muhammad Akram Barasawi® (ob. after 1142 AH./1729
A.D.), Mufti Ghulam Sarwar Lahori®® (ob. after 1281 A.H./1864 A.D.) and
others have used Khair-w'l-Majalis as one of their principal sources of informa-
tion for the lives of early Indo-Muslim saints. In 1316 A.H./1898 A.D., Maulvi
Ahmad ‘Ali Tonki translated it into Urdu under the title Siraj-u'l-Majalis and
Maulana Ghulam Ahmad Biryan published this translation from Delhi. The only
explanation that one can offer is that the veiws of Shaikh Nasir-uw'd-din as pro-
pounded in Khair-'l-Majalis, particularly those relating to strict adherence to
Shari‘at, rejection of government service, repudiation of hereditary succession
to the sajjadali of saints, condemnation of the fabricated malfugz literature
and other similar things, were not acceptable to the later day mystics who
discouraged, on that account, its wide circulation. Biographical details were,
no doubt, freely drawn from this book, but its thought content was deliber-
ately ignored. The Khair-i'l-Majalis could not be a happy reading for mystics
who consorted with kings and nobles, dabbled in politics, perpetuated succession
to the saint in their own families, paid scant respect to the injunctions of Shari‘at,

1 Jawamai'-w'l-Kilam, p. 134.
Tarikh-si-Firuz Shahd, pp. 181-1€2.
Siyar-w'l-‘ Arifin, pp. 86-87 etc.
Akhdar-w'l.-Akhyar, p. 109 etc.
Jawahir-i-Faridi, (MS)
Mir'at-u'l-Asrar, (MS)
Ma'arij-uw'l-Wilayat, (MS)
Matlub-u't-Talibin, (MS)

O ® N o, U e W N

Iqtibas-u'l-Anwar, (MS)

—
o

Khazinat-w'l-Asfiya, Vol. I, p. 365 etc.



INTRODUCTION

) S N by § il e By S5l b o) & AT
e bki‘t.ﬂ"kg\:'_):a.l_ﬂ' 353 8_\:, S dan® Ol 5o L

e QJJQ\ ES¥) s \JJ Jip e e Oy oy olsle Js 33

el O Db § Loy Jhed 5258 ey 655 O

5. 3.&__4 ..\;._:f J\_)T J.)‘- ‘.JK]\C S 0_“‘&\ v»_)

The compiler of Farhang-i-Jahangiri has quoted the following couplet
of Hamid Qalandar:!

Sy J)\J..:aj C:L rg M\U

sp ety oo cus Gl

Hamid does not appear to have had a house of his own in Delhi and
had to stay with his friends.2 This was very inconvenient for him and one
day he thought of complaining to the Shaikh but, before he could utter a
word about it, the saint put him off by the verse:
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Hamid did not possess that spirit of devotion and perseverance which
was needed to put up with the rigours of spiritual discipline. He could not fast
continuously because the heat of Delhi was intolerable for him; he could not
share a house with several people because that curtailed his freedom of move-
ment. He was qalandar more in name as he was too soft to stand the
discipline of a true qalandar. He took life easy, reciting couplets and moving
about like galandars. Inspite of his frequent visits to Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din,
he did not allow himself to be influenced by the thought or the character of
the great saint. There is truth in the remark of Sayyid Muhammad Gesu
Daraz that Maulana Hamid and his companions— Maulana Adam, Maulana
Ladhu Shah and Maulana Sharaf-u'd-din —had no real and genuine aptitude for
mysticism.} '

1 Farhang-tJahangiri, Vol. 11, p. 245.
2 Text, p. 233.
3 Jawams'-uw'l-Kilam, p. 135.
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Auliya, Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din supervised Qalandar’s work regularly. On comple-
ting one juz (fasciculus) Hamid showed it to the Shaikh who read it and
approved it.! Hamid had hardly completed seven juz then the Shaikh again
asked him about the progress he had made in compiling the conversations. The
Shaikh did not want this work to degenerate into a book of miracles or of
adulations.? “Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din”’, he writes, ‘““has so broken his nafs (ego)
that if I call him a Shaikh, he resents it; if I attribute a miracle to him,
he gets angry.”?

Maulana Hamid was a scholar of some eminence. The Khair-w'l-Majalis
bears evidence to his knowledge of the religious sciences, particularly the Qur’an
and the Hadith. He could write bombastic and high flown language accor-
ding to the standards of the age. He was also a poet though he did not
make a mark in that field.* He left a diwan which has disappeared, prob-
ably on account of its poor literary value. DBeside two long poems,® we find
the following couplets in Khair-u'l-Majalis :
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1 Teuxt, p. 28.

2 It appears that Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din was very stiff in this matter. He did not want
people to prepare inaccurate records of his conversations. He stopped a disciple from
attempting this work (Jawami'-w'l-Kilam, p. 134). Sayyid Muhammad Gesu Daraz one
day told his audience: “Maulana Kamal-u'd-din, nephew of the Shaikh ( Nasir-u'd-din) once
presented before the Shaikh two juz of a malfuz prepared by Hamid Qalandar. The
Shaikh glanced through them and remarked: ‘I have said a different thing and Maulana
Hamid-u’d-din has recorded a different thing’. So saying he threw away (the malfuz).”
Maulana Kamal-u'd-din submitted: “A malfuz has survived as the memory of Shaikh
Nizam-u'd-din. There should be one such (malfuz) of the Khwaja also”. “What can
I do? I have no time to correct this” (Jawams‘-w'l-Kilam, p. 135). “Some such things
could have happened in the earlier stages of the compilation but it is certain that the
Shaikh ultimately undertook to supervise the work and made it as accurate a record of
his conversations as was possible.)

3 Supplement, p. 289.

4 Cf. Shaikh ‘Abdul Haqq's remarks in Akhbar-u'l-Akhyar, pp. 109-110 :
5ok gy 05, Send Jd Ol & 5 ez

5 Teat, pp. 7-8; 291.
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father, Maulana Taj-u'd-din of Kilugarhi, were disciples of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-
din Auliya. Hamid was a boy of tender age when his father took him to
the Great Shaikh. At that time the saint was breaking his fast in his small
house opposite the Kilugarhi Jama‘ Masjid. He treated the young visitor with
great affection and gave him half a loaf of bread. ~As Hamid stepped out of
the dihliz (gate-room) some galandars surrounded him and induced him to share
with them the Shaikh’s gift. They tore the loaf into small pieces and distri-
buted it among themselves. \When Hamid's father came to know of it, he
was deeply pained. In great distress he rushed back to the Shaikh who
remarked: ‘‘Maulana Taj-u'd-din! Set your mind at peace. This son of yours
will be a galandar.” The Shaikh's prediction turned out to be true. Inspite
of the fact that Hamid was given an education which could make him a good
scholar (danishmand), he shaved his head and his beard, put on saffron clothes
and became a qalandar.

Little is known of the life of Hamid Qalandar. He went to the Deccan
with other emigrants during the reign of Muhammad b. Tughluq, and attached
himself to Maulana Burhan-w'd-din Gharib. He started compiling the saint’s
conversations® but his death cut short his work.? Home-sickness and a desire to
be in the company of the descendants of his master brought him back to
Delhi. Here Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din had kept alive the tradition of Shaikh Nizam-
u'd-din Auliya. Hamid visited the Khangah of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din in 754 A.H./
1353 AD. when the saint was celebrating the death anniversary of Shaikh
Burhan-u’d-din Gharib. He informed the Shaikh that he was the son of
Maulana Taju'd-din and that he and his father both were disciples of Shaikh
Nizam-u'd-din Auliya. Shaikh Nasir was pleased to find in his Khanqah a
disciple of his master. He got up and said: *“You are disciple of my master!
I did not know that. Come, I will embrace you.”® The Shaikh asked him one
day: “Am I to call you a qalandar or a sufi? But how can I call you a
galandar ? You are a scholar.”* Thereupon Hamid narrated the story of the
galandars who had deprived him of his master's gift.

Hamid attended the assemblies of Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din frequently and it
appears that he saw the Shaikh in different moods and under different emotional
conditions.” He decided to record his conversations and perform for him the
same service which Amir Hasan Sijzi had performed for Shaikh Nizam-w'd-din

1 This malfuz contained an account of only twenty Majlises (Text, p. 9). Mu‘in-u'd-din

‘Abdullah says that the name of this malfuz was Nafa'is-u'l-Anfas. Ma'arij-u'l-
Wilayat, MS, Vol. 1 p. 347.

2 It contained a story relating to Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din. When Hamid Qalandar referred

to it, the Shaikh asked him to bring it to him. (Text, p. 10) The Shaikh appreciated
the work (p. 11).

3 Tex: p. 11,
Text, p. 10.
5 Text, pp. 12, 45, etc.
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be really so, should give a living account of the assemblies of a mystic teacher.
If, on the contrary, it creates the dull and placid atmosphere of a scholarly disser-
tation, wanting in the warmth of human society, it ceases to be a malfuz. The
Khairw'l-Majalis is a living record of the assemblies of Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din. The
Ahsan-u'l-Aqwal and the Nafa'is-u'l-Anfas, no doubt, contain very useful infor-
mation about the teachings of Maulana Burhan-u'd-din Gharib but they do not
make us move in the company of the great saint. The Shaikh's personality
remains hidden in abstract discussions.

uA reader of Khair-w'l-Majalis meets Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din at different times
and in different moods and thus gets an opportunity to see the Shaikh himself and
study his reactions to different situations. Other malfuz collections of the period
do not provide this varied, intimate and comprehensive study of the saints.
Besides, what has infinitely enhanced the position of Khair-u'l-Majalis in the
malfuz literature of the fourteenth century is its clarity of thought and expression.
There are no meaningless miracles, no vague mystic lucubrations, and nothing
ethereal about it. For this the credit must go to Shaikh Nasir-u’d-din and not
to Hamid Qalandqr who was always amuous to attribute miracles to the Shaikh
but was always sternly checked. In the malfuzat of Makhdum-i-Jahaniany
miraculous and the supernatural elements run throughout and thus give an other:
worldly atmosphere to the conversations of the great saint. From the point of
view of arrangement, the Khair-u'l-Majalis is superior to the Sarur-u’s-Sadur
and the Durar-i-Nizamiyah. 1f any malfuz comes upto its standard in this
respect it is the Jawami‘-w'l'Kilam. The Faw'id-1'l-Fua’d has been chorono-
logically arranged and so also the Jawami-‘w'l-Kilam.

In the Khair-u'l-Majalis, majalises are numbered but the dates of indivi- .
dual meetings are not given. In Sarur-u's-Sadur some dates are given but
generally the conversations are collected together without any consideration of
chronology. The Ahsan-u'l-Aqwal follows a different method. The conver-
sations are arranged under different heads. The compiler starts with a principle,
then quotes a Rawish (practice) of the saints of the Silsilah and then gives
Burhan (arguments) in support of the practice.  This method is clear and
easily intelligible but lacks the life and warmth of discussion and ‘falls to the
level of dry aphorisms. In depth and scholarship the Khair-u'l-Majalis and
the Ma'dan-w'l.- Ma'ani, run a close second to the Fawa'id-u'l-Fu'ad. Barring
one defect— that of having no dates for individual conversations—the Khasr-u'l-
Majalis occupies a very high place in the vast malfuz literature that was
produced in India during the fourteenth century.

The Compiler of Khair-u'l-Majalis
The compiler of Khair-w'l-Majalis, Maulana Hamid Qalandar® and his

1 Brief references are found in Siyar.u'l.-'Arifin, pp. 96-97; Akhbar-w'l-Akhyar, pp. 109~
112; Ma'arij-w'l-Wilayat, MS, Vol. I pp. 346-347; Shajrat-w'l-Anwar (MS) and other
later zazkirals.
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(Bihar). Several collections of the utterances and teachings of Maulana Burhan-
w'd-din Gharib (ob. 738 A.H./1337 A.D.) were prepared by a family of three
brothers —Hammad, Rukn-u’d-din, Majd-u’d-din, sons of Maulana ‘Imad Kashani—
owing spiritual allegiance to Maulana Burhan-u'd-din. Maulana Hammad named
his work as Alsan-1'l-Aqwal; ' Maulana Rukn-u'd-din gave it the title of Nafa'is-
wl-Anfas;? Majd-u'd din's works were known as Gharib-u'l-Karamat and
Baqiyat-w'l-Ghara’ib® A grandson of Shaikh Hamid-u'd-din Sawali collected
the sayings of his father and grandfather and produced a less known but very
important malfuz — Sarur-w's-Sadur.*  The Firdausi saints followed the example
and Maulana Zain Badr ‘Arabi compiled the conversations of his master, Shaikh
Sharaf-u’d-din Yahya Maneri, in the Ma'dan-u'l-Ma'ani® Several saints of the
Suhrawardi Silsilah prepared accounts of their masters’ conversations. Three
voluminous collections — Jami'n'l-'Ulum.b  Siraj-w'i-Hidayah.! and Manaqib-i-
Makhdum-i-Jahanian®—were made of the utterances and discourses of Sayyid
Jalalw'd-din Bukhari (707-785 A.H./1308-1384 A.D.). Two disciples of Shaikh
Ahmad Kahtu known as Ahmad Maghribi (738-849 A.H./1338-1446 A.D.)—
Mahmud Irchi and Muhammad b. Ab-i'l Qasim —compiled his conversations.’

The Khair-u'l-Majalis

The Khair-'l-Majalis has a place of its own in this malfuz literature of
the fourteenth century. It does not, of course, come upto the standard of the
Fawa'id-'l-Fi’ad which combines, in a very rare degree, conciseness of expres-
sion with fullness of thought; but it is certainly superior to all other malfuz
collections of the period, both in form and in its thought-content. A malfuz, to

1 For an account of its contents, see Journal of the Pakistan Historical Socicty, Vol. 111,
Part I, my article: “A Note on Alsan-w'l-Aqwal”, pp. 40-41.

2 It records the conversations of the Shaikh from 732 A.H./1331 A.D. to 738 A.H./1337 A.D.
the year of his death, Maulana Ghulam ‘Ali Azad Bilgrami thinks that is was .planned
on the model of Fawa'id-wl-Fu'ad. (Rauwza-i-Auliya, p. 5). MS in the Library of the
Nadwat-u'l-Ulama, Lucknow. Another important work of Maulana Rukn-u'd-din is the
Shama’il-i-Angiya wa Dala'il-i-Atqia which deals with the principles of mysticism as
propounded by the Chishti saints, MSS of this work are available in the Muslim Univer-
sity Library and the Asiatic Society of Bengal (Nos. 1197/E 125; 1198/Oa 19).

3 I am not aware of the existence of these two works. Maulana Ghulam ‘Ali Azad says
that he used them in preparation of his Rauza-i-Auliya (p. 5).

4 For an account of its contents, see my paper: “The Sarur-u's-Sadur’’ in the Proceed-
ings of the Indian History Congress, Nagpur session, 1950, pp. 167, 169.

5 Published in 1301 A.H. from Bihar (Sharf-u’l.-Akhbar Press). Maulana Badr is reported to
have prepared two other brief records of the conversations of Shaikh Sharaf-u’d-din —
Rahat-w'l-Qulub (Printed at the Mufid-i‘Am Press, Agra) and Khawn-i-Pur Na‘mat.

6 Complied by Abu ‘Abdullah ‘Ala-u’d-din ‘Ali b. Sa’d al-Hasani in 782 A.H./1380 A.D. MSS
in Rampur Library.

7 Compiled in 787 A.H./1385 A.D. by Makhdumzadah ‘Abdullah and transcribed by Maulana
Abmad Mu'in Siyahposh. MSS in Rampur, Aligarh and Etawah.

8 Incomplete MS in the Asiatic Society of Bengal.

9 A MS of Muhammad b. Ab-i'l-Qasim’s collection, known as Malfuzat-i-Ahmad-i-Maghribi,
is available in the library of the Asiatic Society of Bengal ( No. 247/E 195).
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Malfuz Literature of Medieval India

Malfuz writing is one of the most important literary achievements of
sedieval India, Works of similar nature were, no doubt, compiled in other
Auslim lands also,’ but the credit of giving this art a definite shape goes to
\mir Hasan Sijzi who decided on Sha‘ban 3, 707 A.H. (January 1307 A.D.)
o write a summary of what he heard from his master, Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din
\uliya. The decision was epoch-making because it introduced a new type of
aystic literature. Amir Hasan's collection, the Fawa'id-u'l-Fu'ad, was welcomed
n mystic circles? and it became a guide book® (dastur) for mystics anxious to
raverse the mystic journey. Amir Khusrau expressed the wish that all his
vorks would have been from Hasan's pen and Fawa'id-w'l-Fu'ad from his.*
t inspired others to render similar services to their masters.

Several disciples of Shaikh Nizam-u'd-din Auliya compiled malfuzat in
mitation of the Fawa'td-u'l-Fu’'ad. Khwaja Muhammad son of Maulana
3adr-w’d-din Ishaq compiled Anwar-w'l-Majalis;® Khwaja ‘Aziz-u’d-din  Sufi
wepared Tuhfat-w'l-Abrar wa Karamat-w’l-Akhyar;® while Maulana ‘Ali Jandar
iompiled Durar-i-Nizamiyah.” The tradition established by Hasan Sijzi was
ollowed by saints of all affiliations —Chishtis, Suhrawardis and Firdausis—and
:onsiderable malfuz literature appeared in India from Uchch (Sind) to Maner

e.g. (i) Halat.o-Sukhanan-i-Shaikh Abu Sa‘id Fazl-ullah b. Abi’l Khair-al-Maihani,
by Muhammad b, Abu Rauh Lutf-ullah, in or about 540 A.H./1145-46 A.D. (MS in
British Museum),

(i) Asrar-w't.Tauhid fi Magamat.i-Shaikh Abi Sa‘id, by Muhammad b. Munaw-
war in 547 A.H./1178 A.D. (Edited by Ahmad Bahmanyar, Tihran, 1934).

(iii) Malfuzat-i-Najm-u'd-din EKubra (ob. 618 AH./1221 A.D.) —MS in Asiatic
Society of Bengal,

} Tarikhs-Firus Shahi, Barani, p, 346.

b Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 308; Akhbar-u'l-Akhyar, p. 101,

i Siyar-w'l-Auliya, p. 308

i Siyarw'l-Auliya, p. 200. This malfus is extinct now. For a brief notice of the compiler,
see Siyarw'l-Auliya, pp. 199-201

} Biyar-w'l.Auliya, p. 202. This malfus is not available now.

! Manuscript in the Buhar collection of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.
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x Foreword

The mystic is one who is free in spirit. Such an attitude makes
for a liberal society, it is inevitable that a mystic should chafe
against the barriers of caste, creed, wealth and power, even of law
and learning, and promote an open society to which access is not
hindered by accidents of birth and fortune.

Mr. Khaliq Ahmad Nizami's study of the medieval mystics of
India is a commendable undertaking. He has bravely waded through
the vast hagiological literature together with ths sayings and writings
rightly or wrongly attributed to the eminent Sufis whose life and
teaching he has described. There is no doubt, as pointed out by
him, that it is difficult to separate the grain from the chaff. It is
possible that in spite of his efforts to sift the evidence carefully
critics will still feel the need for greater care. Nevertheless
Mr. Nizami's admirable studies are timely. They draw the atten-
tion of scholars to an almost virgin field for research. Work in
this field is sure to be rewarding both from the academic and the
civic point of view. William James, Leuba, Sturrock, Rufus Jones,
Evelyn Underhill, Otto, R. A. Nicholson, Margaret Smith, Louis
Massignon and a host of scholars have discussed various aspects of
mysticism in the East and the West, and it was time that an Indian
scholar equipped with the knowledgé of Arabic, Persian and Urdu
should engage upon the study of Muslim mystics of India.

1 hope Mr. Nizami will continue the work he has commenced.
The present treatise which deals with the conversations of Shaikh
Nasir-u’d-din Chiragh is the first volume of a series which aims at
the coverage of the mystic movement during the whole period of the
Middle Ages. 1 am sure these studies will help us in understanding
the forces which moulded the life of our people during these times.

Delhi, TARA CHAND
April 27, 1959,
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In India the Turkish conquests had a similar disturbing effect.
In the wake of the conquests came the mystics and their role was
similar. It is well known and Mr. Khaliq Ahmad Nizami has very
pertinently drawn attention to the matter, that many members of the.
Sufi order held aloof from the courts of the Sultans to avoid identi-
fication with the centre of imperial power and conquest. They
engaged themselves in bringing solace to the poor and the oppressed.
Their Khangahs and Takiyas attracted largely those whose hearts
were lacerated by inner conflicts and minds afflicted by doubts and
perplexities of the times.

But when the periods of extreme stress and strain are over and
society resumes its placid normal life mysticism declines, as it happe-
ned in India from the fourteenth century onwards. Then the impulse
passed from the Sufis to the Hindu Saints and Kabir was the
pioneer of a movement whose momentum was not exhausted till the
end of the 17th century.

When the glow of genuine experience which brightened the life of
the early Muslim saints became dim, all kinds of magical, thaumatur-
gical and miracle mongering pretenders to saintliness crowded upon
the scene to delude the simple, the unwary and the superstitious.
They brought Sufism into disrepute, and even the worth of the men
of real holiness was cheapened by ascribing to them supernatural
powers. Their lives were seen in a distorted mirror and words and
deeds were fathered upon them which completely covered up their
gold with tinsel.

In these modern times of wonderful advance of science and world-
wide acceptance of the supremacy of reason, it should not be
forgotten that a balanced life demands as much attention to the
claims of the finite—of the time and space continuum, as to those
of the infinite and the timeless. For man to live a harmonious
.life inner unity and equilibrium is essential, besides the satisfaction
of bodily wants.

Mystic discipline pursued without extravagance is important for
the moral well-being of the individual and society. To the individual.
it gives balance, charity, tolerance and love of man as man. It is
a solvent of narrow prejudices and is an inspiration for human service.
It exalts the spirit above the pressure of mind's immediacies — the
pressure of instincts, inclinations and passions, and it uplifts the mind
to the contemplation of and striving for universal good.
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Mystic philosophy is based upon a theory of knowledge and of
metaphysics which seek not only to explain the emergence of the
universe of multiplicity from the One Supreme Reality, but also the
process by which man, a distant product of this evolution, takes the
homeward journey back to its origin and source in order to accomp-
lish the pilgrimage of the spirit ““from the spirit ‘to the Spirit.”” This
is the twofold arc of descent and ascent of mystic philosophy.

In India the mystic way is the normal process of religious life.
For freedom is the end of religion and freedom can be achieved only
by mystic discipline. Doctrine, ritual and ceremonial play only a
secondary role in spiritual - progress, because freedom which is the
supréeme goal of life is the quality of knowledge that reveals the self.

.In Jewish, Christian and Muslim religions mysticism and faith
are not very friendly neighbours. Their religious doctrines are based
upon a sense of clear distinctions and rigid limitations and make it
difficult to posit the identification of man with the One and the
Ultimate. Hence Sufism has never enjoyed the status of orthodoxy.
The Ulema, the custodians of law, and the Sufis, the seekers of
gnosis, have throughout history been critical, if not suspicious, of
each other. Ghazali and a few others tried to bridge the gulf bétween
them, but a complete understanding could not be achieved.

Some of the bolder among Muslim mystics adopted the doctrine
of unity with an abandon and disregard of consequences which exposed
them to great hazards. Others were more sober ard found philo-
sophical ways of reconciling the claims of dogma and religion with
the requirements of the mystic path and realisation of its end.

" Mysticism as a movement undergoes vicissitudes of fortune. In

iods of stress and revolution men turn to it. For in these
¢iftumstances old mental habits which are unsuited to the rapidly
changing conditions of society must be broken. Society requires thé
transvaluation of values, the cracking of the crust which chokes the
hvmg stream of life. A new man must take the place. of the old.

IP thls process of disintegration and remtegratxon mysticism plays an
m;porta.nt part.

o Thus it was that soon after Islam had spread .over the ancient
lands of Mesopotamia and Iran and overthrown the old. cultures and
old habits of life that mysticism arose and made vigorous ende-
avours to heal the wounds of spiritual life and to remould. into
unity the broken fragments of personality. - The Sufi order became
organised in the two regions and spread throughout the Islamic world,
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The mind of man looks in two directions— outward and inward.
Impelled to attend to the external world it projects its processes of
seeing, hearing and sensing to gather information concerning the
multiplicity of this passing show, the continuous flux of this colourful
world, Its instruments—the organs of sense, apprehend external
objects; its faculty of reason and analysis creates unities and out of
them builds the universe of scientific discourse. Mind attends and by
attending masters nature and bends its forces to serve man’s purposes,
Such knowledge indeed gives power, the power to lord over the
material world.

But mind looks inward too, and insight gives knowledge of a
different kind. The organ of this knowledge is intuition, its character
certainty, its end the unitive state. It is valid because it makes for
stability, like the flame which does not flicker though the storms rage
around it. It makes for self-mastery, for sovereignty of the self over
the whole realm of emotions, desires, instincts and impulses. In this
mystic experience mind becomes immediately aware of a unity which
seems to transcend all categories of discursive thought, all relations
which underlie the processes of reasoning; time appears to lose its
destructive sway and plurality its substance. " The self-illumined mind
realizes with a stark directness its real nature and seeks to find
expression in behaviour which is in consonance with this vision. A
happiness which is not affected by the transient joys and sorrows of
the world pervades the inner self and affects the mystic’s deliverances
in word and deed.

The goal of man's inward striving is reached at the end of an
arducus journey It imposes a hard and long discipline— both
physiological and psychological. This journey is along a way brist-
ling with difficulties, it passes through a number of stages, which
Mystic adepts have analysed and numbered. The characteristics gf
each stage and its corresponding state of mind have been described.
Hindu and Muslim mystics have reached similar conclusions regar-
ding them and their practices and systems of 'training have much in
common. So also their rationalizations on the basis of mystic
‘experience.

vii






TO THE MEMORY
OF
MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD



By the same author:

1. Political Letters of Shah Waliullah of Delhi
Tarikh-i-Mashaikh-i-Chisht
Hayat-i-Shaikh Abdul Haqq Muhaddis Dehlavi
Supplement to Elliot and Dowson's History of India, Vol. I1.
Studies in Medieval Indian History
Life and Times of Shaikh Farid-u'd-din Ganj-i-Shakar
Salatin-i-Dehli Kay Mazhabi Rujhanat
Red Fort Diary of 1857

LA R I



Studies in Indo-Muslim Mysticism
1. Khair-u'l-Majalis.



PUBLICATION OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF HISTORY
MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, ALIGARH
No. 5

PRITED BY KHALEEL SHARAFUDDIN, AT Q PRESS, 46 A MEMONWADA ROAD,
BOMBAY 8 AND PUBLISHED BY PROF. 8. A, RASHID, HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF HISTORY, MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, ALIGARH. -



KHAIR-UL-MAJALIS

[ Conversations of Shaikh Nasir-u'd-din Chiragh of Delhi
(ob. 1356) compiled by Hamid Qalandar ]

Edited by
KHALIQ AHMAD NIZAMI

Reader in History
Aligarh Muslim University

With a Foreword by
DR. TARA CHAND

PUBLISHED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

MUSLIM UNIVERSITY
" ALIGARH


















	00000001.tif
	00000002.tif
	00000003.tif
	00000004.tif
	00000005.tif
	00000006.tif
	00000007.tif
	00000008.tif
	00000009.tif
	00000010.tif
	00000011.tif
	00000012.tif
	00000013.tif
	00000014.tif
	00000015.tif
	00000016.tif
	00000017.tif
	00000018.tif
	00000019.tif
	00000020.tif
	00000021.tif
	00000022.tif
	00000023.tif
	00000024.tif
	00000025.tif
	00000026.tif
	00000027.tif
	00000028.tif
	00000029.tif
	00000030.tif
	00000031.tif
	00000032.tif
	00000033.tif
	00000034.tif
	00000035.tif
	00000036.tif
	00000037.tif
	00000038.tif
	00000039.tif
	00000040.tif
	00000041.tif
	00000042.tif
	00000043.tif
	00000044.tif
	00000045.tif
	00000046.tif
	00000047.tif
	00000048.tif
	00000049.tif
	00000050.tif
	00000051.tif
	00000052.tif
	00000053.tif
	00000054.tif
	00000055.tif
	00000056.tif
	00000057.tif
	00000058.tif
	00000059.tif
	00000060.tif
	00000061.tif
	00000062.tif
	00000063.tif
	00000064.tif
	00000065.tif
	00000066.tif
	00000067.tif
	00000068.tif
	00000069.tif
	00000070.tif
	00000071.tif
	00000072.tif
	00000073.tif
	00000074.tif
	00000075.tif
	00000076.tif
	00000077.tif
	00000078.tif
	00000079.tif
	00000080.tif
	00000081.tif
	00000082.tif
	00000083.tif
	00000084.tif
	00000085.tif
	00000086.tif
	00000087.tif
	00000088.tif
	00000089.tif
	00000090.tif
	00000091.tif
	00000092.tif
	00000093.tif
	00000094.tif
	00000095.tif
	00000096.tif
	00000097.tif
	00000098.tif
	00000099.tif
	00000100.tif
	00000101.tif
	00000102.tif
	00000103.tif
	00000104.tif
	00000105.tif
	00000106.tif
	00000107.tif
	00000108.tif
	00000109.tif
	00000110.tif
	00000111.tif
	00000112.tif
	00000113.tif
	00000114.tif
	00000115.tif
	00000116.tif
	00000117.tif
	00000118.tif
	00000119.tif
	00000120.tif
	00000121.tif
	00000122.tif
	00000123.tif
	00000124.tif
	00000125.tif
	00000126.tif
	00000127.tif
	00000128.tif
	00000129.tif
	00000130.tif
	00000131.tif
	00000132.tif
	00000133.tif
	00000134.tif
	00000135.tif
	00000136.tif
	00000137.tif
	00000138.tif
	00000139.tif
	00000140.tif
	00000141.tif
	00000142.tif
	00000143.tif
	00000144.tif
	00000145.tif
	00000146.tif
	00000147.tif
	00000148.tif
	00000149.tif
	00000150.tif
	00000151.tif
	00000152.tif
	00000153.tif
	00000154.tif
	00000155.tif
	00000156.tif
	00000157.tif
	00000158.tif
	00000159.tif
	00000160.tif
	00000161.tif
	00000162.tif
	00000163.tif
	00000164.tif
	00000165.tif
	00000166.tif
	00000167.tif
	00000168.tif
	00000169.tif
	00000170.tif
	00000171.tif
	00000172.tif
	00000173.tif
	00000174.tif
	00000175.tif
	00000176.tif
	00000177.tif
	00000178.tif
	00000179.tif
	00000180.tif
	00000181.tif
	00000182.tif
	00000183.tif
	00000184.tif
	00000185.tif
	00000186.tif
	00000187.tif
	00000188.tif
	00000189.tif
	00000190.tif
	00000191.tif
	00000192.tif
	00000193.tif
	00000194.tif
	00000195.tif
	00000196.tif
	00000197.tif
	00000198.tif
	00000199.tif
	00000200.tif
	00000201.tif
	00000202.tif
	00000203.tif
	00000204.tif
	00000205.tif
	00000206.tif
	00000207.tif
	00000208.tif
	00000209.tif
	00000210.tif
	00000211.tif
	00000212.tif
	00000213.tif
	00000214.tif
	00000215.tif
	00000216.tif
	00000217.tif
	00000218.tif
	00000219.tif
	00000220.tif
	00000221.tif
	00000222.tif
	00000223.tif
	00000224.tif
	00000225.tif
	00000226.tif
	00000227.tif
	00000228.tif
	00000229.tif
	00000230.tif
	00000231.tif
	00000232.tif
	00000233.tif
	00000234.tif
	00000235.tif
	00000236.tif
	00000237.tif
	00000238.tif
	00000239.tif
	00000240.tif
	00000241.tif
	00000242.tif
	00000243.tif
	00000244.tif
	00000245.tif
	00000246.tif
	00000247.tif
	00000248.tif
	00000249.tif
	00000250.tif
	00000251.tif
	00000252.tif
	00000253.tif
	00000254.tif
	00000255.tif
	00000256.tif
	00000257.tif
	00000258.tif
	00000259.tif
	00000260.tif
	00000261.tif
	00000262.tif
	00000263.tif
	00000264.tif
	00000265.tif
	00000266.tif
	00000267.tif
	00000268.tif
	00000269.tif
	00000270.tif
	00000271.tif
	00000272.tif
	00000273.tif
	00000274.tif
	00000275.tif
	00000276.tif
	00000277.tif
	00000278.tif
	00000279.tif
	00000280.tif
	00000281.tif
	00000282.tif
	00000283.tif
	00000284.tif
	00000285.tif
	00000286.tif
	00000287.tif
	00000288.tif
	00000289.tif
	00000290.tif
	00000291.tif
	00000292.tif
	00000293.tif
	00000294.tif
	00000295.tif
	00000296.tif
	00000297.tif
	00000298.tif
	00000299.tif
	00000300.tif
	00000301.tif
	00000302.tif
	00000303.tif
	00000304.tif
	00000305.tif
	00000306.tif
	00000307.tif
	00000308.tif
	00000309.tif
	00000310.tif
	00000311.tif
	00000312.tif
	00000313.tif
	00000314.tif
	00000315.tif
	00000316.tif
	00000317.tif
	00000318.tif
	00000319.tif
	00000320.tif
	00000321.tif
	00000322.tif
	00000323.tif
	00000324.tif
	00000325.tif
	00000326.tif
	00000327.tif
	00000328.tif
	00000329.tif
	00000330.tif
	00000331.tif
	00000332.tif
	00000333.tif
	00000334.tif
	00000335.tif
	00000336.tif
	00000337.tif
	00000338.tif
	00000339.tif
	00000340.tif
	00000341.tif
	00000342.tif
	00000343.tif
	00000344.tif
	00000345.tif
	00000346.tif
	00000347.tif
	00000348.tif
	00000349.tif
	00000350.tif
	00000351.tif
	00000352.tif
	00000353.tif
	00000354.tif
	00000355.tif
	00000356.tif
	00000357.tif
	00000358.tif
	00000359.tif
	00000360.tif
	00000361.tif
	00000362.tif
	00000363.tif
	00000364.tif
	00000365.tif
	00000366.tif
	00000367.tif
	00000368.tif
	00000369.tif
	00000370.tif
	00000371.tif
	00000372.tif
	00000373.tif
	00000374.tif
	00000375.tif
	00000376.tif
	00000377.tif
	00000378.tif
	00000379.tif
	00000380.tif
	00000381.tif
	00000382.tif
	00000383.tif
	00000384.tif
	00000385.tif
	00000386.tif
	00000387.tif
	00000388.tif
	00000389.tif
	00000390.tif
	00000391.tif
	00000392.tif
	00000393.tif
	00000394.tif
	00000395.tif
	00000396.tif
	00000397.tif
	00000398.tif
	00000399.tif
	00000400.tif
	00000401.tif
	00000402.tif
	00000403.tif
	00000404.tif
	00000405.tif
	00000406.tif
	00000407.tif
	00000408.tif
	00000409.tif
	00000410.tif
	00000411.tif
	00000412.tif
	00000413.tif
	00000414.tif
	00000415.tif
	00000416.tif
	00000417.tif
	00000418.tif
	00000419.tif
	00000420.tif
	00000421.tif

