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INTRODUCTION

DURING the period 1674-6 the Company were mainly occupied in con-
sidering proposals for the formation of amoreregular system of adminis-
tration of their factoriesin the East Indies, for the military defence and
development of Bombay, for therevival of trade with Persia, and for
another attempt to reopen trade with Japan, and in endeavouring to
obtain a settlement of their old grievances against the Dutch. Soon
after peace with Holland had been concluded (February 9/19, 1674)
a period of great activity of trade in England began. France and
Holland were still at war. Commodities that had formerly been pur-
chased by Holland from France were imported from Britain. In 1676,
however, the demand for East India goods was less than the Company
had anticipated. The Surat Presidency and Madras Agency were in-
formed that whilst the Company had for some years endeavoured to
carry on as full atrade as the vent of East Indiagoodsin Europe would
bear, they had found it would be necessary to abate their demands as
the marketsin Europe were clogged and alarge stock of goods remained
on hand.!

Nathaniel Heme? and Major Robert Thomson were elected Governor
and Deputy respectively in April 1674 and 1675, the former having
been Deputy in the two previous years. In 1676 the election had barely
commenced when the Governor arrived with the news that he had
received aletter from Secretary Sir Joseph Williamson, signifying that
His Mgjesty had heard that endeavours were being made to have Josia
Child and Thomas Papillon elected as Governor and Deputy: that these
two men had behaved very ill towards him, and therefore the King
would resent such a choice. The election was thereupon suspended.
The Governor was summoned to an interview next morning with His
Majesty, and was commanded to bring all the Committees to a further
interview that afternoon. At this King Charles declared that he did not
wish to lessen any of the Company's privileges, but he reiterated that
to choose Child and Papillon to any office would much disoblige him.
A Genera Court was immediately held, at which, after some debate,
an adjournment of three days was decided upon. When the General
Court again assembled, a further letter from Williamson was read, in
which permission was given to proceed in the election in the usual form.

! Letter Books, vol. v, pp. 306, 309. 2 Knighted in 1674*
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The royal hint proved, however, efficacious, and the choice fell on Sir
William Thomson as Governor and Sir James Edwards as Deputy.
The Committees who attended the King to tender the Company's
thanks and to supplicate for the continuance of his protection informed
him that they were sensible they were wholly dependent on his favour—
'he being the Sun who influences all their actions, and, if he should
withdraw the beams of his favour from them, they must wither and
decay'. The King replied that he was very glad of the choice that was
made of the Governor and Deputy—they were very worthy, good
men—and he hoped that the Company would, for the future, have a
care to choose such as were agreeable to him, also that the Company
would bekindto them that werekind to him (pp. 297-302). |t has been
suggested that the King objected to Child and Papillon because they
were Whigs at the time, but it may be that they were in disfavour for
refusing to sell stores to the Victuallers of the Navy—'although they
might have done it both to their own greater profit and with a con-
siderable advantage to His Majesty's Service'. Since 1672 they had
been associated (with other persons) as Victuallers of the Navy, but
withdrew from the contract, owing to the difficulty of obtaining what
was due to them.! After the election of the Governor, Deputy, and
Committees in April 1674, gratuities of £200 and £100 were bestowed
on Sir John Banks and Nathaniel Heme respectively, and £1,000 dis-
tributed among the Committees according to each man's attendance
during the previous year. Among the warrants previously signed
(9th March) was one for £200 to Sir John Banks, one for £100 to the
Deputy, and one for £50 to each of the twenty-four Committees,'to be
made paid in cash'. In the following year the Court, 'noting the great
pains and charges of Sir John Banks in negotiating most advantageously
several affairs for the Company', ordered that agratuity of one hundred
guineas to buy a piece of plate be presented to him as a testimony of
the Company's respect (p. 172). Towards the end of 1676 a silver
cabinet was also presented to him (p. 369). His Majesty allowed £1,500
to the Court of Committees as a gratuity for their painsin the saltpetre
business and presented £1,000 for distribution among the Company's
officers for their' care and pains' concerning the Dutch prizes (pp. 31-3).”
Duringthetriennium only onedividend (20 per cent) wasreceived by

! Calendar of Treasury Books, vol. iv, pp. 431, 536; Catalogue of the Pepysian Manu-
scripts, vol. i, p. 157 et seq.; Memoirs of Thomas Papillon of London, Merchant, 1623-1702
(A. F. W. Papillon, Reading, 1887). 2 See preceding volume.
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the adventurers—to be allowed to buyers at the next sale and to others
when money camein, and the affairs of the Company permitted (p. 43).
A proposal that one be allowed in ginghams was not adopted (pp. 294,
341). The Generality were informed (September 1676) that it was the
hope and intention of the Company to be able to allow a dividend in
the spring of the next year (p. 353).

On December 31, 1675, Child's adventure in the New General Stock
amounted to £12,000, his holding being the largest of those owned by
the persons whose names are on the list referred to on p. 134. The
balance of the Stock on the date mentioned above was £369,891, divided
among 554 adventurers. Child, first elected a Committee in 1674, was
selected as one of the Company's representatives to dispose of money
for the Company's service, to approach the Directors of the Dutch East
India Company for the release of Samuel Baron (see preceding volume),
to investigate allegations brought against the curate at Wanstead,
whom he had recommended for the post of chaplain at Bantam, and
was aso one of the Committees appointed to attend on the English
Commissioners for the Treaty Marine, whenever the latter asked for the
Company's opinion regarding the proposals of the Dutch Commissioners
(pp. 102, 103,196).

In January 1674 the Governor was desired to present an address to
the King, representing that the season was approaching in which the
Company usually made preparations for their shipping to India, and,
if His Majesty were graciously pleased from the prospect of affairsin
general to encourage them to proceed in carrying on their concerns,
they would prepare to do so (p. 5). A few days later it was decided to
charter the Eagle (a three-decked vessel) for a voyage to Bantam, the
agreement with the owners containing a clause stipulating that the
ship should be freighted for 500 tons, with a crew of twenty men to
every 100 tons, and that the Company would pay £18 10s. and £21 10s.
aton for coarse and fine goods respectively, over and above 20s. aton
paid to the owners as an encouragement for building three-decked ships.*
Provision was to be made for bringing forty passengers from Bantam.
Two clauses of the agreement with the owners are of interest, inasmuch
asit was ordered that they were to be inserted in the charter-parties of
all ships freighted in the future. They provided (1) that if any of the
seamen belonging to the ship should die before her return to England,
the full number agreed upon in the charterparty were to be supplied

1 Cp. p. 285.
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by the owners and commanders if procurable at those places or factories
where the ship took in her lading, and in default of this the Company's
representatives were to put on board such number of men or persons
requisite to make up the ship's complement, to be brought to England
at the owner's charge; (2) for every fivetons of goods laden in the vessel,
over and above the tonnage mentioned in charterparty and the five
per cent allowed to the owners and ship's company, the owners were
to bring one passenger home at their charge, not at the Company's, if
the Company's agents or factors should order the commander to receive
them aboard (pp. 10-n).

On February 11, 1674, it was reported that a Treaty of Peace with
the Dutch had been concluded, whereupon a motion was made in the
Court of Committees to consider the best way of carrying on the Com-
pany's trade; the Shipping Committee being desired to meet daily to
debate and agree upon all that might conduce to the speedy dispatch
of vessdls, so that the season of the year might be taken advantage of,
for the interest of the Company (p. 14). Later, it was decided to enter-
tain eight ships, in addition to four already chartered and the Advice
Pinnace, then awaiting orders at Plymouth (p. 16). The Advice Pinnace
left that port for Madras and Bengal in February, followed by the
Falcon for Bombay and Surat, the Loyal Merchant, Lancaster, and
Phoenix for Madras and Bengal in company with the Expectation for
Madras and Bantam, and the Eagle for Bantam. The commanders
were ordered to keep their ships in agood posture of defence, the times
being 'uncerteine and troublesom’, though there was 'peace between
His Majesty and the Dutch' (pp. 34-5). In April the Golden Fleece,
Mary, and the Rainbow departed for Surat, with the Surat Merchant
for Bantam (from Torbay), followed by the Johanna for St. Helena
and Bengal and the Berkeley Castle for Bantam.” The total value of the
cargoes of the thirteen vessels was £239,017 (p. 1). As the treaty of
peace with the Dutch was not to take effect until eight months after
publication beyond the line, and it being disputed whether the places
to which the Company's ships were being sent were beyond the line or
not, passes were procured from the King and the States-General (pp. 18,
29). The London, Massingberd, Caesar, Anne (Captain Browne),
Bombay Merchant, East India Merchant, and Unity arrived home in
1674.

Fourteen ships were dispatched in the season 1674-5. The Barnardis-
! Marine Miscellaneous, vol. 504 A (1.0.).
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ton left for Bantam in November 1674; the London for St. Helena and
Bantam in January 1675, in company with five ships* for Madras and
Bengal, and the Bombay Merchant for Madras and Bantam, followed
by the Surat fleet,? the Unicorn for Surat, Bombay, and Bantam, and
the Caesar for Bantam in April. The total value of the cargoes of the
ships was £442,013 (p. 135). Twelve vesss arrived from the East in
1675 with cargoes (those of the Golden Fleece and the Rainbow excepted)
amounting in value to £183,085 (p. 135).

The outgoing ships of the season 1675-6 numbered sixteen. The
Formosa Frigate was sent to Bantam and Formosa in November 1675.
In January 1676 four vessels® sailed for Madras and the Bay; aso the
Mary for Madras and Bantam, followed in March by the Bantam fleet,*
the Scipio Africanus and Persia Merchant (newly-built ships) for Surat
and Persia, and the Surat fleet.> The total value of the cargoes of the
sixteen ships amounted to £448,191 (pp. 258-9).

Fourteen vessels arrived in the Downs in 1676, with cargoes (that of
the Massingberd excepted) amounting in value to £355,988 (p. 259).
The Unicorn, from Bantam, entered Falmouth Harbour on the 17th
December, having been out of England for twenty-one months (p. 391).

In the season 1676-7 thirteen ships® were dispatched to the East.
The commanders were ordered to keep journals of all proceedings in
their voyages and on their return to deliver them to the Court (p. 366).
Passes for the ships, sufficient for the whole voyage, were obtained
from the Admiralty, aso for the homeward-bound ships. The latter
were entrusted to the care of the commander of the Unity; to be left
by him at St. Helena (pp. 342, 361-2). The commanders of the Madras
fleet were ordered to steer at least thirty leagues to the westward of the
Madeiras to avoid Turks and other pirates. On their return voyage
they were to keep their ships in a good posture of defence, especially
when nearing the English coast, as the Company did not know how
affairs might stand when they returned. They were aso ordered to fly
only the usual English flag and ensign prescribed for merchants' ships,

! Anne (Capt. Browne), Loyal Subject, Success, Samuel and Henry, and Unity.

2 Anne (Capt. Chamblet), New London, East India Merchant, and Massingberd.

% Eagle, Johanna, Falcon, and Surat Merchant.

4 Lancaster, Loyal Merchant, Phoenix, Expectation, and President.

° Berkeley Castle, Nathaniel, and Society.

® For Bantam: Tywan, Unity, Bamardiston, Loyal Subject, East India Merchant, Anne
(Capt. Browne), and Golden Fleece.

For Madras and Bengal: New London, Caesar, and Bengal Merchant.

For Surat: Success, George.

For Surat and Bantam: Bombay Merchant.
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on the outward voyage to St. Helena and on return home from the
island, in obedience to the King's proclamation (September 18, 1674),
viz. 'the Flag and Jack White, with a Red Cross (commonly called St.
George's Cross) passing right through the same, and the Ensign Red,
with alike Cross in a Canton White at the upper corner thereof next
the staff'*. From an early period of the Company's history their ships
appear to have worn a striped red and whiteflagin Eastern waters, and
it is conjectured that it may have been used for signalling purposes
and appropriated later as adistinguishing flag for their shipsin the East.
The Company seem to have ignored the proclamation until Samuel
Pepys mentioned the matter to Sir John Banks, whereupon the Shipping
Committee were desired to consider how far it might be useful or incon-
venient to the Company's affairs to have any alteration made in the
ensign hitherto worn by their ships. It will be noticed that the order to
the Company's commanders, mentioned above, did not strictly comply
with the proclamation, which presumably was intended to be observed
in all waters (pp. 385, 392).? The Company's order to the commanders
of their ships to fly only the usual English flag and ensign between
St. H3e|ena and this country is constantly repeated up to September
1688.

The King, by Letters Patent of August 19, 1673, established in
Christ'sHospital, aFoundation of forty poor boys,' who having attained
to competent skill in the grammar and common arithmetic to the rule
of three in other Schoolsin the said Hospital may be fit to be educated
in a Mathematical School, and there taught and instructed in the art of
navigation and the whole science of arithmetic', in order that they
might be apprenticed to the sea service.* Some of the boys first chosen,
being 'sufficiently ripened to be put into the practice of navigation'
(January 1676), the King desired that the principal Companies would
persuade the commanders of ships employed by them to take a boy as
an apprentice, as conducing to the 'advancement of the navigation of
this Our Kingdom' and being 'a matter well pleasing to God Almighty
and profitable to the publick'. The Company quickly responded to this
appeal, Sir John Frederick, President of Christ's Hospital, and other

! The King's Jack (commonly called The Union Jack) was to be flown only on the
King's ships.

2 'See alwo British Flags (W. G. Perrin, Cambridge, 1922); Catalogue of the Pepysian
Manuscripts, vol. iii, p. 334. 3" etter Books (1.0.), vols, v-viii.

* Pepysian MSS., No. 2612, A Collection of Matters relating to Christ's Hospital, p. 121;
A Brief History of Christ's Hospital (J.1.W. 1820).
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Governors, being informed that the Company would give their utmost
assistance in disposing of as many of the boys as apprentices to the
commanders in their service as opportunity offered. The commanders
of the nine ships designed for Surat and Bantam, season 1676-7, each
agreed to take aboy for seven years according to the terms of the King's
letter, viz. that they would receive £12 7s. yearly for the first three
years, the first payment to be made at the 'binding'. The commanders
expected the boys to be well clothed, and promised to take as much
care of them in every respect as of those with whom they would receive
£100. Captain Mariner, commander of the Formosa Frigate, agreed to
take two boys and was told to take special care in teaching them the
art of navigation so that a good account of their proficiency might be
given to the King (pp. 215, 232, 240-1, 260-1, 263, 350-2).

The captains of the ships under the command of Captain William
Basse, defeated by the Dutch off Peddapalli (Vizagapatam) in 1673
(see previous volume), were ordered to attend the Court immediately
after their return to England in 1674, when their conduct was debated.
Serious complaints against them were read. The commanders had been
severe and harsh towards the men; food was wanting; brandy had been
sold on board' to the debauching of the men', and the crew of the London
had mutiniedin consequence. It was alleged that Basse had not followed
the instructions given to him, and that Captains Andrews,Westlock,
Cooley, and Cruft had misbehaved themselves at the time of the fight.
Al were dismissed from the Company's service. Thisdecision, however,
was reconsidered, the Court finding that most of the commanders were
" persons of sobriety, and had in the terms of the voyage been careful
of the Company's concerns. The Court, being desirous of acting in the
matter as might most ‘promote the Company's service', resolved that
the commanders 'be reproved in Court and made sensible of their
particular miscarriage in this last voyage'; that they should make
acknowledgement thereof in Court, and promise a better compliance
with their duty in time to come. Captains Basse, Andrews, Westlock,
and Cruft were informed accordingly. Captain Cooley was dismissed,
but, on petition, was readmitted to the Company's service, as were
the other four commanders (pp. 75, 78-9, 83, 85, 92, 96). Gratuities
were granted to the widows and children of officers and men killed in
the fight, and to the men of the President, Sampson, and Antelope, who
had behaved themselves well, also to the crew of the Hannibal, captured
by the Dutch in the Straits of Bancain 1673 (p. 103). Other items of
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interest as regards shipping affairs may be mentioned. The Shipping
Committee recommended that directions be sent again to the factories
to muster the men of the ships on their arrival and departure, and, at
the same time, to have the gun-decks examined to see whether they
were free and clear, so that the guns might be used at any moment
(p. 70). Order was given that no one addicted to drunkenness, swearing,
or other scandalous vices be entertained to serve as commander, mate,
or purser in any of the Company's ships, and at the end of the voyage
strict inquiry was to be made touching the behaviour of the officers
(pp. 121-2). Although it appears that some of the ships recently built
for the Company's trade were capable of bearing from fifty to sixty
guns each, it was directed that thirty-six should be carried in three-
decked vessals and thirty in those with two decks (pp. 230, 285). It
was ordered that in future no 'lengthened masts' were to be used on
ships entertained for the Indies (p. 216).

The Committees devoted a considerable portion of their time to the
affairs of Bombay. Gerald Aungier reminded the Company* of 'wants
which your island sustains'. They were—a church or chapel for divine
service, ahospital for thesick families of English, or other His Magjesty's
Protestant subjects, 'nay, indeed, Protestants of any other nation’,
and, lastly houses and warehouses for such foreign merchants who
might desiretolive on theisland. The hospital (Aungier wrote) 'must
be partly built at your expense and partly out of such offerings and
penalties which shall be collected for the poor from Surat, Bombay, etc.
factories', which, in time, might defray the cost. A house, formerly
built for ahospital, standing'inconvenient and at a fair distance' could
be used as a warehouse. The Court, not having received advice as to
the form of the proposed fabric, nor as to the means by which money
could be raised to carry on 'so good and necessary a work', decided
that the gquestion of the erection of the church should be left for con-
sideration until these and other particulars had been received from
Aungier, also as regards the hospital. If work on the church had been
commenced, their encouragement would not be wanting, nor were they
unwilling that fines and penalties reserved for the Company's Alms-
houses at Poplar should be allocated towards the maintenance of the
hospital. They did not, however, wish much of the Company's money
to be spent without their 'special order'. Other proposals considered
at the same time were as to the peopling of theisland with Protestants,

! o.c. (i.0.) 3929.
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the building of houses and warehouses, the privileges to be granted to
those wishing to go there as ' free burghers', and what restrictions ought
to beimposed asregardstrade. It wasresolved to allow to the President
at Surat, during hisresidence in Bombay, pay as a captain of one of the
garrison companies (p. 75). In order that there might be a 'supply of
young maidens that have had virtuous education' those Committees
who were Governors of Christ's Hospital were desired to speak to the
President and Treasurer for ' young women bred up there to be disposed
of inthisway"', if they were willing to go to Bombay, upon the terms
offered to those who went there in 1668, namely, that if they did not
marry Englishmen, then for one year after their arrival at Bombay
they were to be provided with food and a suit of clothes, during which
time they were to be employed in the Company's service but not in
planting (pp. 74,76-7). |t wasdecidedtoentertainartificersfor Bombay
for three years at 7s. amonth (one-third of the pay of a soldier), they to
bear arms when necessary (p. 76), but none were entertained, applicants
having children and there being no room for them in the ships (p. 155).
Fifty soldiers were sent to Bombay, those who were married being
allowed to take with them their wives, and children over ten years of
age. It was stipulated that neither soldiers nor artificers nor their
children were to be employed in the Company's mercantile affairs, this
being permitted only to the Company's covenanted servants (pp. 76-7).
Early in 1675 the recommendations (with one exception) of certain
Committees were approved, viz. that any subjects of the King under
forty years of age should be permitted to go to Bombay, at their own
charge (not at the Company's, as proposed by Aungier), after entering
into covenants or bonds of £500 penalty, to reside and continue there
as long as they remained in India, with the same liberty to trade as
allowed to the Company's servants, upon conditions and subject to
certain restrictions. They could take with them their wives, servants,
estates, and such of their children as were over seven years of age: their
servants and children to seal covenants and give bonds of the same
amount to observe the same conditions, on attaining the age of twenty-
one. The Governor and Council were not to permit English inhabitants
in Bombay, nor merchants residing in Bombay, nor those thereafter
arriving there by licence, to remove to another part of India. They
were to take bond, or other sufficient security from all Englishmen
voyaging to or from Bombay to ensure that neither the commander nor
! See also Letter Books, vol. v, p. 160.
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any of the ship's company should commit any act of hostility upon any
native of India or any European, that might ‘damage’ the Company.
Any persons were to be permitted to build houses or warehouses upon
leases at moderate quit-rents and be obliged to build regularly and in
such order and manner as the Governor and Council should appoint.
No part of the salary of the factors or servantsdue onarrival at Bombay,
nor of their ‘growing’ salary for the five ensuing years was to be paid
until they had expended and laid out as much money as their salary
then due should amount unto, in building houses or warehouses on the
island in the order and form prescribed (pp. 153-6).

On pp. 5-7 will be found a narrative by Gerald Aungier regarding
one Alvaro Perez de Tavora, a Mazagaon estate-holder, who had been
given a commission as Captain of the Mazagaon Company of Militia.
He deserted his post when the Dutch fleet threatened Bombay in 1673,
whereupon his estate was attached and ordered to be administered for
the benefit of his mother and other relatives until he returned and
cleared himself. Aungier sent this narrative, with Perez's protests
and answers thereto, for the Company's 'perusal and censure', in case
the Portuguese should make ‘any noise at Court concerning the affair'.
Asthisincident and its legal aspects have been fully dealt with in The
First Century of British Justice in India it may be sufficient if the
reader's attention is directed to the terms of Aungier'snarrative, Perez's
petition to the King, and the Company's answer (pp. 379-81, 387-9).

Aungier informed the Company, in his letter mentioned above, that
if they thought 'good' to restore to Perez his estate, on his submission
and return, it might be atie and obligation on the Portuguese Govern-
ment to express their sense of the Company's generosity by requiring
a more civil and peaceable behaviour from the Portuguese officials in
I ndia—'our neighbours of whose ill-neighbourhood, violence, injurious
dealings with all the inhabitants of the island—we have much to com-
plain, especialy at the passes at Tannah and Karinjah where they force
from us excessive rates'. Further complaints having been received of
the obstructive attitude of the Portuguese, who (it will be remembered)
contended that the islands of Thana and Karanja were not included in
the original grant of Bombay, the Company presented a petition to the
King. It summarizes the causes of the disputes with the Portuguese
and concludes with the prayer that His Majesty would cause the right
and extent of his dominion in Bombay, granted by treaty, to be

! Sir Charles Fawcett (Clarendon Press, 1934).
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examined, and in the meantime until the claim to the sole dominion of
Bombay could be examined and asserted, that steps be taken to procure
orders from the Prince Royal of Portugal to his officers in India, pro-
hibiting the erection of blockhouses at Thana and Karanja, and the
imposition of customs or dues at those places. The Company expected
nothing more than what the favour of the treaty led them to demand,
and which the public faith thereof bound the Portuguese to make good
(pp. 275-8).

Certain Committees were desired to 'examine the ability' of Richard.
Cantrell and a Mr. Franklyn, recommended as Assay Masters, and to
provide books necessary to be sent to Bombay, ' touching the discovery
of mines' (p. 28). In accordance with the Company's instructions to
the President and Council at Surat (February 22, 1671)" steps were
taken to mint coins stamped with the Company's arms. It has been
suggested that some doubt was expressed as to the right of the Com-
pany's servants to coin and issue money without specific authority from
the Crown, and that is the explanation of the Court's resolution of
February 26, 1674, that the Governor be desired to wait on the King
and pray him to grant the Company power to direct their Presidents
and Agents in Indiato stamp and issue such foreign coins as were neces-
sary to carry on their trade in India.? The Governor reported to the
Court that, on representing to the King the Company's desire for power
'to make some coyns at Bombay with foreign stamp’, His Majesty
replied that he believed sufficient authority had been granted in his
Letters Patent for that island, but additional powers would be con-
ceded, if needful. Further representations to the King appear to have
been made. The Letters Patent granted by His Majesty on Octaober 5,
1676, confirming the Company's Charters, gave full liberty to the Com-
pany to mint coins, to be called or known by the names of rupees, pices,
and budgrooks, or by such other names as the Company should think
fit, provided they were not called or known by the names of any coins
current in England or in any part of His Majesty's dominions (p. 357).

On p. 315 will be found a reference to the book of rates made by
Aungier for levying customs at Bombay, and the rules and orders to be
observed at the custom-house there. The salary of Colonel Herman
Bake, the Company's engineer at Bombay, was increased to £1Q0 a year,

! Letter Books, vol . iv, p. 428. Seealso' A Noteon the First English Coinage at Bombay",
by Sir William Foster {Num|smat|c Chronicle, 4 th series, vol. vi).

2 See Relics of the Honourable East India Company (Birdwood and Foster), which con-
tains a photo-lithographic reproduction of the first sheet of the Letters Patent.
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with an annual gratuity of £50 to continue so long as he should be found
to deserveit (p. 262). Henry Hills was elected to be printer at Bombay
or Surat at ayearly salary of £50. Order was given for a printing-press
and accessories to be taken by him to Bombay, the cost to be charged
to the account of Bhimji Parak, the Company's broker at Surat (p. 37).
He had offered to defray the wages of a printer to be sent to Bombay
to put 'some of the ancient Braminy writings in print'*. A proposal
that some attorneys and lawyers' clerks be entertained to serve in the
Court of Judicature was not adopted. It was considered that incon-
venience might arise thereby and lead to the increase of lawsuits and
differences among the inhabitants (p. 64). Twenty German artificers
were engaged to serve the Company as soldiers (p. 255). On hearing
that soldiers at Bombay had complained that they were deprived of
their hopes of preferment by sergeants being sent out annually in charge
of recruits, the Court ordered that henceforth no sergeant nor any one
in command of therecruitswas to be sent fromhometo Bombay (p. 332).

It will be remembered that the Company claimed a share of the
customs received at Gombroon (in Persid) and had made many efforts
for a settlement. They were greatly alarmed on hearing from Captain
Henry Y oung,' Second' at that place, that some of the factors there had
‘coloured strangers' goods?, thereby defrauding the Shah and them-
selves of the dues (p. 40). This, they informed the 'Chief, must of
necessity produce bad effects, for, 'although the Persians doth not give
unto us our moiety of the customs of all goods imported in the port of
Gombroon according unto the agreement (1622) with us, yet such a
practice may not only be a pretence to them to give so little of their
dues as they do, but (when known) to deprive us of our right'. Thomas
Rolt, the 'Chief, was blamed for this. He and the other factors were
forbidden to receive goods into the factory except those that were regis-
tered as belonging to the Company or English merchants, 'so that we
may make appear to the Persians our just and true dealings, which may
be a good argument when we urge to persuade them of allowing for
a larger proportion of the dues of customs than ever they have done®.
The question of the expediency of reimposing the two per cent consulage
—'to be demanded from the English tradingin Persia—towards defray-
ing the cost of the factory at Gombroon, was considered in December

! See The English Factories in India, 1668-9, p. 85 n.
2 j.e. they had entered the goods of other nationals under their own names.
% Letter Books, vol. v, p. 120.
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1674 (p. 122), but it was not until March 1676 that the proposal was
adopted, when steps were taken to prevent the abuse of 'colouring
strangers goods'. Shah Sulaiman and his Ministers had complained of
this practice. The Agent was ordered to represent to the Shah or his
ministers the true ground and cause of the Company's proceedings.
They were to be informed that, for future remedy and to manifest to
the Shah their candour and sincerity, so there might be no just cause
of complaint, but that he might have full satisfaction and they their
just moiety of the customs received at Gombroon, the Company had
ordered and strictly enjoined the observance by their servants of certain
rules, copies of which had been sent to all their Agencies and Factories
(pp. 285-7).

Rolt, who had been promoted to the rank of Agent without increase
of salary, reported that the Surat junks were hindered from coming to
Gombroon by the Portuguese refusing to give passes, so that the customs
of that port were lost (p. 215). Complaints against the Portuguese were
also received from Surat. They had (the President and Council wrote),
"grown to that height' since the peace with the Dutch as to take ships
out of the roadstead of Gombroon and carry them to Cong.> The Portu-
guese were fully resolved to have the whole customs of the Gulf in as
ample a manner as when they were possessed of Muscat and Ormus,
having such a force that could command the Persian junks as they
pleased; also they had lately written to the Persian Governor and
Shahbandars (harbour-masters) that no passes would be given to any
junks for Bussorah except those that went to Cong and paid the customs
there. The President and Council at Surat thought that the Company's
customs at Gombroon 'were near to an end', at least until such time as
the Company could recover their right by the methods used by the
Portuguese. The question of using force, however, they left to the con-
sideration of the Court and until 'Y our Honours shall better provide
for your own right'. They heartily wished that His Majesty might be
made fully sensible of these injuries and woul d demand satisfaction from
the Portuguese.? The Company repliedthat they had again applied them-
selves about the affair to His Majesty and hoped to have some directions
before their shipsleft for the Coast, of which, if received, the Presidency
would be informed, but if not, such course as they should judge con-
venient should be pursued to obviate the prejudice the Portuguese

! Kongun, a seaport on the Persian Gulf, 130 m. SSW. of Shiraz.
2 S 0.C. (1.0.), Nos. 4077, 4084.
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intended against them. They were to have a care not to engage in
or occasion awar. They judged, however, by the advices received from
Surat that any letters from the King to the Shah or to his Governors
would be of little avail.! As regards the Stiah's letter, the Court wrote
to Rolt: "We have sent you the translate of the King of Persias letter,
in which we find no satisfaction and therefore forbear you procuring
any return thereof asfinding such letters of no advantage to us, nor are
wewilling, or at present in a capacity to use that forcible means, which
sometimes you have hinted to us, fearing the charge and hazards of
such an undertaking may be greater than can be foreseen at present/
They could not but observe the 'insolent carriage of the Portuguese in
Lording it in the Gulf and forcing all vessels designed for Gombroon
into Cong. They hoped that the arrival of their two ships (Persia
Merchant and Scipio Africanus) would put some stop to the' Portingalls'
fury', aswell as give some encouragement to that trade (between Surat
and Gombroon), which was the principal end of sending them.?

In November 1674 Major William Puckle was chosen to inspect and
regulate the subordinate factories on the Coromandel Coast and in
Bengal, and to succeed Richard Mohun as Chief at Masulipatam (pp.
i n, 214). In September 1675 the Court resolved to send afit and able
person to ' settle matters' at Madras and Bengal, where their affairs had
been for a long time in an unsatisfactory state. Streynsham Master,
who had entered into the Company's service as a factor at Surat in 1660,
was chosen for the post, to take place as Second in Council at Madras
and to succeed Sir William Langhorne as Agent upon the latter'sreturn
to England. Master, on being informed of his appointment, desired to
be admitted to the freedom of the Company, but offered some objections
to the oath, as it seemed to debar those taking it from trading in those
commodities for which the Company gave indulgence or permission to
their factors. The Court declared that this was not so, whereupon
Master was admitted into the freedom of the Company gratis. He laid
before the Court 'A Paper of Proposalls for the Regulating and new
Methodiseing their Factorys and Accounts upon the Coast and Bay'.
The proposals regarding accounts were (briefly), that the account-books
of the factories on the ' Coast' and in Bengal should be kept in the same
manner as at Surat, which Master had found in great disorder and had
'set to rights' in the early years of his service there. Other proposals
were that the Agent and Council at Madras should endeavour to obtain

! Letter Books, vol. v, p. 272. 2 Ibid., p. 281.
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from the King of Golconda the liberty to coin silver rupees and copper
pice at Madras: that the Agent and Council be empowered to send home
any one of Council who became 'so obnoxious as that it is neither safe
nor honourable for the Company's interest for him to be continued in
their employment’, and that there should be a distinction of titles to
those employed in the Company's civil service (ut infra, xxv). These
proposals were adopted and embodied in Master's Commission and
Instructions.® Master, on going to Masulipatam and Bengal, was to be
allowed to takewith him one or two of the factors (not those of Council),
and a file of musketeers (pp. 247-8). The Company's solicitor was
ordered to prepare a draft of a petition to be presented to the King for
obtaining a commission for the trial of persons found guilty of treason
or homicide at Madras or at any place within that Agency, aso to pre-
pare a draft of the commission and consult with the Attorney-General

(P. 385)-
Notwithstanding the dissensions between the Company's servants in

Bengal and Madras® and the alleged oppressions of Shaista Khan, the
Governor of Bengal, the progress of the Company's trade there was
considerable. About one-third of the stock sent to Madras in 1675 was
destined for Bengal. In addition the Chief and Council were permitted
to take up £20,000 or more by exchange, provided that amount could
be invested in raw silk of the kind required by the Company, and in
taffetas (pp. 19-21), also from £10,000 to £20,000, at the rate of 2s. 6d.
the rupee, in 1676 (p. 386). The Coast and Bay Committee were ordered
to consider the proposal that the Company's affairs in Bengal should be
managed by an Agent and Council, independent of the Agency at Madras
(P-377).

Continual complaints having been made by the Company's servants
of Shaista Khan and of the Governors at Patna and Balasore, the matter
was referred to the Coast and Bay Committee, who were of opinion that
the best remedy and way to settle the Company's affairs in Bengal and
other parts of India, 'so that they may not be prejudiced by covetous
and insolent Governors', would be to procure a new farman from the
Great Mogul, with the privilege of trading custom free throughout his
dominions 'i f it may be done with reasonable charge’. There being so
much to be said for and against that course of action, the report of the

Y Ibid., p. 208. See aso Diaries of Sreynsham Master 1675-80, vol. i, p. 198,

et .
2 'We note that Mr. Clavell and Mr. Vincent doe laugh and despise at our Agency at

the Fort."' [Letter Books, vol. v, p. 370.)
4089 h
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Committee was handed back to them to consider whether the privilege
of trading in Bengal was not included in the Great Mogul's farman
remaining at Surat (pp. 81-2). The question was allowed to rest until
November 1676, when areport on the general affairs on the Coromandel
Coast and in Bengal wasread (p. 377). The Madras Agency were directed
(December 15, 1676) to seriously consider the matter; how the farman
might be obtained and whether Job Charnock would be fit to manage
such an affair at Delhi. The Court understood that he had endeavoured
to obtain one and might have been successful if his V akil had not died
whilst negotiations were in progress.! The commission of Streynsham
Master contained a direction that he was to inquire by what privilege
the Company enjoyed their trade in the several factories, by what
farmans the same had been obtained, and what might be further neces-
sary for an advance of their trade, also to advise the Company thereof
and send them copies of what grants or farmans were at the factories.?

The Coast and Bay Committee were desired to consider how goods
might be brought down from Hugh to Balasore Road with safety, and
how the 'English could navigate in the Ganges with the Company's
great ships, as was done by the Dutch and Moors' (p. 39). Captain
James M ariner, Commander of the Rebecca, was presented withatankard
to the value of £10 for his care and pains in taking his ship in her last
voyage into the Ganges (p. 12). For years the Court had been urging
the navigation of the Hugli in order to spare the expense entailed by
trans-shipping their goods in Balasore Road. Mariner's exploit seems
to have stimulated them to encourage others to emulate him, by the
promise of gratuitiesto commanders, other officers, and seamen of their
ships that might succeed in going up the Ganges as far as Tannah (about
40 miles by water from Hugli). Commanders were spoken to on the
subject and the question of providing pilots was considered (pp. 198,
239, 245, 251-2, 375). The Madras Agency were informed: '"We are so
sensible of the great conveniency and advantage which would accrue
could our ships go up the river Ganges, that we again recommend to
you the using of all safe means that may tend thereunto, that we may
make a trial by our two-decked ships.”® John Edwards and Thomas
Reade were elected to serve as dyers in Bengal, at an annual salary of
£30; this to be increased if they brought the black-dyeing of taffetas to
perfection (pp. 132, 250). Edward Litleton, a factor at Kasimbazar,

! Letter Books, vol. v, p. 374. 2 |bid., p. 228.
% |bid., p. 374.
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whose knowledge of silks, and 'exemplar conversation* had been
brought to the notice of the Court was advanced in 'quality, degree,
and salary' (pp. 390, 392).

In September 1674 the Shipping Committee were desired to consider
what small vessdls the Company had at Bantam fit to go to Formosa:
whether any small junks could be procured there, or whether to hire or
build (in England) a vessel fit for that service: also whether it was
desirable to withdraw the Company's factors from Tonquin, or to give
them another year'strial (p. 93).

The failure of the project to reopen trade with Japan (see preceding
volume) was mainly attributed by the Court to the non-observance by
the Bantam Agency of the orders transmitted from home, which gave
the Dutch time to work on the Japanese to refuse the English liberty
to trade. They wrote to the Agency (October 23, 1674) ;' 'We are very
sorry that by such neglect we were prevented in our re-entering into
that trade, which we chiefly designed for the venting of our English
manufactures, and for the procuring of gold, silver, and copper, which
might in some measure have answered our investmentsin India/ Being
still most anxious to participate in that trade, the Court directed the
Agency to procure the friendly interposition of the King of Bantam, or
the King of Formosa, with the Emperor of Japan and to explain away
the objections of the Japanese to their admission. The factors at
Formosa were to endeavour to persuade traders there to send ' as many
of our English manufactures as they can procure vent for' to China,
Japan, and the Philippine Islands in return for gold and silver from
Manila; gold, silver, and copper (especialy gold and copper 'which
turnes best to accompt at the Coast and Suratt'), some handsome large
Japan chests and cabinets, pelongs (cotton goods), wrought silks, great
chinaware, and the right sort of musk, but not coarse velvets or other
silks that would not be saleable in Europe from China—'that soe if
possible by our trading to Tywan (Formosa) it may be in effect asif we
did trade to China, Japan and the Manilhaes. We doe accompt this
trade to Tywan, and our affaires there to be of very great concernment
to us, because it must be the Magazine till we can get access directly.'
The Bantam Agency were informed that the Court disapproved of their
proposition to force a trade.?

In October 1675 the Coast and Bay Committee advised that an able
person should be sent as Agent at Bantam in place of Henry Dacres,

! bid., p. 135. 2 |bid., p. 137.
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but after long debate the question was put to the vote and negatived.
Five days later, however, after consideration of the state of affairs at
Bantam and in the South Sess, and of the Company's 'great concerns
in that Agency', the Court resolved to appoint Benjamin Delanoy,
formerly Consul at Aleppo, in the place of Dacres, with Captain William
Lymbry* as Second in Council. Arnold White was afterwards elected
asAgent, Delanoy having died.?

The Formosa Frigate (a new ship built in the Thames by Robert
Castle)® was sent to Bantam in November 1675 (pp. 236-7). Upon her
arrival there she was to be speedily sent to Formosa,' the port of Pisca-
doresbeing abarr'd place’, with goods proper for that place, in company
with the Eagle or the Advice Pinnace. The Agency were instructed that
strict orders were to be given to the factors at Formosa to endeavour
to dispose of the Company's goods and especially to promote the sale
of cloth; to endeavour to encourage people to come from Manila to
Formosa, and tell them that they could obtain cloth, & c, cheaper from
the Company than from others coming from Mexico. 'Memorys' for
goods, with patterns of several sorts, were to be sent home each year.
The factors were to endeavour to load one of the two ships with copper
and what could be obtained and send her direct to Surat through the
Straits of Malacca. They were warned that the ships were not to be
"stuffed up with private trade, as hath been too much accustomed from
your parts, which was theloss of our ship Experiment\ William Gyfford,
Chief at Tonquin, had driven a greater trade with calicoes for Tonquin
than the Company; therefore he was to be sent home* and Benjamin
Sangar appointed in his place, and Abel Payn to be sent as Chief at
Tonquin if Sangar were not there. The cargo of the Return® was to be
disposed of, and ample advices concerning the Formosa trade were to
be dispatched yearly, the Company having been kept in ignorance of
this ever since John Dacres had been Chief there. For this, Dacres was
to be sent home (pp. 234-5).°

In 1675 abill was introduced into the House of Commons to prevent
the exportation of wool. The clothiers, with some foreign merchants,
seized this occasion to complain, in a petition to the House, of the

! Commander of the Experiment, captured by the Dutch in 1673. See preceding volume.
News of Lymbry's death was received in June 1676.
Delanoy was buried in Stansted (Essex) churchyard. (Information supplied by the
Rev. J. H. Barrow.)
% According to Samuel Pepys he had built many and very good merchant ships. See
Catalogue of the Pepysian MSS, vol. i, p. 78. This order was rescinded (p. 368).
® See preceding volume. ® Letter Books, vol. v, p. 198 et seq.
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monopoly of the Company as preventing a more extended export of
woollen manufactures to India, China, Japan, and the other countries
within the limits of their exclusive privilege. It was alleged that the
Company, by their excessive exports of silver, debased the price of the
woollen and other home manufactures, and greatly impoverished
the Kingdom. The petitioners therefore desired that the Joint Stock of
the Company might be dissolved, and the trade to India be carried on
through the medium of a Regulated Company. In their vindication
the Company stated that they had perseveringly endeavoured, at great
hazard and expense to themselves, to conduct and extend the commerce
with the East Indies to the best advantage of the Kingdom. They had
lately made the experiment of what a voyage and mission, expressly to
obtain a trade to Japan, might produce, proposing by it two objects,
namely, to vend more cloth and English manufactures and to procure
in return gold, silver, and copper, 'which were there in plenty'. The
treasure would have served for investments in other parts of the East
instead of exporting bullion from England. This unsuccessful attempt
had cost the Company near £50,000—too great a sum for any private
person to have ventured. They added that they were continuing their
endeavours to gain the trade to Japan. Furthermore, with the prospect
of acquiring a commerce with China and the Philippine Islands, they
had settled factories on the Island of Formosa and neighbouring places.!

The Company's affairs at Bantam, Tonquin, Formosa, and other
places in the South Sees, aso the possibility of reopening a trade with
Japan, and of lessening the cost of bringing pepper from Bantam (the
price having dropped to 8Jd. per Ib.), were considered in January 1676
(pp. 259, 266). It was decided that a small nimble vessel of one or two
decks, not exceeding 100 tons and not drawing more than nine feet of
water, should be built at once, to carry not more than fifteen men and
six guns, for the trade to Formosa (pp. 290, 295). Owners of ships were
induced to accept lower rates of freights, which were fixed at £14 per
ton for pepper and other 'gruff' (coarse) goods and £17 per ton for fine
goods (p. 339). In October a debate took place on a report from the
Bantam and South Seass Committee touching the Company's affairs at
Tonquin and Siam. The Committee found that the reason why no pro-
gress had been made in the trade at Tonquin was the failure to send
shipping and stock from Bantam, for 'if the factory had been supplied
well it might have been greatly to the Company's advantage, as judging

! Factory Records (1.0.), China and Japan, val. ix, p. 647.
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from what iswritten from thence, alum, brimstone, broad-cloth, great
guns, saltpetre, calicoes, etc., would sell there\ The place afforded store
of silk, and there was ' as good a security for the Company's estates and
factors there as the Dutch have enjoyed for the last thirty-six years'.
Provisions were cheap and plentiful, and the whole charge of the factory,
‘presents included’, would not exceed yearly what the trade might
encourage. The whole stock should be sent out in rials of eight and
invested in silk and silk stuffs. The Committee were of opinion, there-
fore, that the factory should be continued at Tonquin and one of the
four small vessds (at Bantam) be sent there, with a stock of 30,000 rials
of eight; and that goods to the value of 10,000 or 15,000 rials should be
provided there and at Bantam for continuing the trade. Other proposals
were that William Gyfford should be continued as Chief at Tonquin
(‘provided he forbears private trade'); the Company's servants and
estate should be withdrawn from Siam; and Benjamin Sangar should
be employed as Judge at Bombay in place of the late George Wilcox.*
These recommendations were approved. As some overtures for trade
at Amoy had been made, and there being only two factors at Formosa,
order was given that two honest, able men should be sent from home to
carry on that trade (pp. 368-70).> The Tywan, Unity, Barnardiston,
and Loyal Subject sailed for Bantam in December 1676.

The Company informed the King of Bantam (March 1676) that they
had thought fit to recall Dacres from Bantam and were sending Arnold
White to succeed him. White and his Council had been invested with
full power and given instructions to treat with him concerning their
affairs. They had formerly acquainted the King that unless the price
of pepper at Bantam were reduced it would very much lessen their trade
thither, for the Dutch could procure it at cheaper rates from other parts.
They had found, by experience, that the sale of ginger was increasing,
being sold at a quarter the price of pepper, and they thought 'good'
again to let him know that if the first cost and the custom on pepper
could not be reduced, it was not to be expected that the trade could
continue long in its fullness there (pp. 283-4).

The Company's letters to the Governor and Council of St. Helena
(pp. 45, 47, 129) relate mainly to the strength and conduct of the garri-
son, the conveyance of recruits and of passengers who accepted the
Company's terms of becoming planters, and the restoration of lands to

! See The First Century of British Justice in India for further information regarding
Wilcox. 2 See also Letter Books, vol. v, p. 341 et se.
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those planters who held them prior to the capture of the island by the
Dutchin 1673. Thewar with the Dutch being at an end, the Company,
desirous of curtailing expenses, but at the same time to keep a sufficient
garrison on the island, ordered that seventy-five soldiers should be
retained, the remainder to be allowed to stay as free planters if they
wished; those not accepting the Company's terms were to be sent home
(P- 45)- They decided afterwards to reduce the number to fifty, as they
thought there would be no occasion to keep seventy-five in pay if the
inhabitants were trained in the exercise of arms, according to their
former instructions, but only those soldiers who were civil and obedient
to Government and industrious in planting were to be selected. The
inhabitants were to plant 'all sorts of provisions', so that 'if they be
not negligent and slothful there can be no want* (pp. 129-30). The
Governor and Council were informed that whilst it would be contrary
to all custom for soldiersin garrison to expect diet aswell as wages, yet,
if the soldiers planted and worked well when off guard, it might be
allowed. The Court noted what had been said about the rumour spread
by some seamen among the soldiers that the Company intended to
transport them for daves to Bombay, and replied that the Governor
and Council'would have done well if they had found the author of this
forgery, that he might have received his reward and had not the soldiers
been heady, hair-brained [sic] persons they would not have given any
credit to such reports, for they and all others shall find that we will
reward those that doe well' (p. 130). In August 1674 the Shipping and
Plantations Committee were asked to cause such a full supply of planters,
women, and provisions to be sent in the London (which departed for the
island in December) so that no more need be sent inthefollowingyear (p.
74). The new arrivals were to be speedily settled and helped by negroes
to lay out their land and to be encouraged to build cottages (p. 129).
The Shipping Committee were instructed (September 1676) to provide
twenty young men and ten young women to be entertained upon the
terms formerly published, the men to have free passages and, after
serving five years, to be made free planters and to have such proportion
of land and cattle assigned to them as had formerly been allowed to
free planters. The women were also to be provided with free passages,
and their diet at the Company's charge for one year, 'unless in the
meantime they are otherwise disposed of (p. 350). Gratuities were
bestowed on Sir Richard Munden and other captains of the vessds
engaged in the retaking of St. Helena and the safe convoying of the
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Company's ships from.that island into the Downs. Munden received
£400 and a gold medal to the value of £20 (p. 3). Captain Johnson, of
the Surat Frigate, was examined regarding his conduct on the appearance
of the Dutchfleet, particularly as to the allegation that he had advised
Captain Medford to leave the island. The Committee were of opinion
that he should be admonished for his 'high and imperious carriage to
his men as contrary to the practice of the commanders employed in the
Company'sservice' (pp. 17-18). A gratuity of £100 was bestowed on Cap-
tain R. Keigwin for hisextraordinary service at the taking of theisland
‘and fortifyingit' (p. 143). Later he was permitted to go to Bombay
and live there as a free merchant (p. 281). Edmond Halley, the astro-
nomer, then a student of Queen's College, Oxford, and a friend, were
given free passages to St. Helenain the Unity, for the purpose of making
astronomical observations; this was done on the recommendation of
the King, he beingwilling to give all encouragement to whatever might
tend to the improvement of navigation and be beneficial to the public
(PP- 345, 355)- Other items of interest relating to the island may be
mentioned. The King ordered that all soldiers certified by the Company
to be shipped on their own account to St. Helena were to be allowed to
depart freely, notwithstanding his previous order to stop all soldiers
going into foreign parts (p. 44). The Company informed the Governor
and Council that they intended to give orders to Surat for some Car-
mania (Kirntan, in Persia) goats to be sent by the returning ships; these
were to be kept in the remote valleys distant from the plantations and
to be tended by two negroes (p. 130). It appears that 399 passengers
left in the Company's ships for St. Helena in 1673 (p. 54).

Jeremy Sambrooke, Member of Council at Madras, between whom
and the Company there had been ' differences (referred to four Com-
mittees for arbitration), was presented with 100 ounces of plate, on
which the Company's arms were to be engraved, 'as a further respect
for his sufferings' at Madras, the arbitrators' award being in his favour
(pp. 235, 374). The Company's claim against Sir Edward Winter (see
preceding volume), referred to the Earl of Shaftesbury; after the arbitra-
tors appointed by each side had disagreed, was finally settled. The
award that the Company should pay £6,000 to Sir Edward, and mutual
releases be given, was considered by the former as 'somewhat severe',
but as it had been customary for them when matters in variance were
ended to forget what had passed they acquiesced in it (p. 57). Sir
Edward desired that he might have the favour of the Court at home
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and abroad and asked for permission to return to India, for the purpose
of recovering and realizing his estate there. The Court were inclined
to permit him to go, provided he gave good security not to act in any
way prejudicial to the Company, but the offer of Thomas Winter to
become bound in £2,000 for Sir Edward, if his stock in the Company
were exempted and he to be at liberty to dispose of it, was not thought
to be satisfactory (p. 107). George Foxcroft, late Agent at Madras,’
was acquitted of the charges made against him, and allowed his salary
and gratuity, not only during histime of service, but aso whilst he was
in prison (‘though it is not usual for governments to allow their
servants salary during imprisonment'), and was given an additional
£100 as a token of the Court's respect, over and above what had been
allowed him for stated damage (pp. 359-60).

The distinction of titles of the Company's civil servantsin the East,
proposed by Streynsham Master, and adopted by the Court (ut supra,
XVvii), was that there should befiveregular grades below that of Member
of Council, namely, 'apprentices, 'writers', 'factors', 'merchants’, and
'senior merchants', the two last mentioned being new grades. The
Court Minutes are silent as regards the reasons for this formal adoption
of the principle of seniority as the course of succession to offices of trust.
They are, however, to be found in Master's Commission, namely:
'Whereas it hath been our resolution,? that such of our factors and
servants as were found faithful and capable, should from time to time,
by degrees be advanced in our employ according to seniority, and that
none should be sent out from hence to step over the heads of others,
yet we have been oftentimes necessitated to proceed otherwise, partly
occasioned by the extraordinary irregular actions of some, partly from
the differences and divisions of our factors themselves, and chiefly
because our Agent and Council and Chiefs and Council have not observed
every year to send us atrue and perfect list of all our factorsand servants
in due order and method with an account of their comportment and
behaviours. To theintent that for the future a due course of succession
may be established, we do intend that all our factors and servants
employed in the management of our trade be reduced under several
denominations." The course of succession was that 'after the first five
years, every degree is to advance to the next superior degree, and to
the salary of that degree for three years until they come to be ' senior

! See The English Factories in India, 1668-9, pp. 134-5, 161-3, 276-8.
2 Since 1669. See The English Factories in India, 1668-9, p. x.
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merchants' at the salary of £40 per annum, in which degree and salary
they are to remain till by death or removal of some in Council, they be
called to further advancement". The annual saaries of the junior
members of the Company's civil service in the East were fixed in 1675:
apprentices £5, writers £10, factors £20, merchants £30, merchants next
the Council or senior merchants £40.> All former indulgences (the
privilege of engaging in private trade) were revoked. New rules were
laid down in 1674, namely, that on going out factors could freely export
all or any of the commaoditiesnot particularly prohibited by their inden-
ture of covenant, provided such goods were registered with the Com-
pany's Secretary and his ticket obtained for carrying them abroad.
Upon their return for England they were at liberty to bring home their
estates in specified commodities. Whilst in the East they could send
home only precious stones, musk, ambergris, oil of mace or cloves,
cinnamon and nutmegs, Persian carpets, gold and silver stuffs, damask,
tortoise-shell, and opium (p. 24). The fact that the Company's servants
availed themselves of this privilege to engage in private trade to an
extent and by means not permitted in their indentures of covenant was
well known. The Company, as a safeguard against such practices,
resolved that in the future apprentices and writers on becoming factors
were to enter into new covenants with abond in the penalty of £2,000.
The Surat Agency were cautioned that they and others were not to
exceed their own estates in trading and not to employ the stock and
credit of the Company as they appeared to have done (p. 41). Richard
Mohun, ' Chief* at Masulipatam, and Matthew Man waring, ‘Second' at
that place, were accused of having carried on a great private trade in
several vessels to the South Sess and elsewhere, contrary to their cove-
nants (p. 84). Factors and servants were permitted to trade in any
commodities to or from the factory or to any port or place in the East
Indies to the northward of the equator, except to Tonquin or Formosa
(pp. 109, 252), aso in sugars from Formosa and other places north of
the equator (p. 160).

One of the provisions of the Company's Charter of 1661 was that no
persons were to trade to the East Indies unless by licence from the
Company, under penalty of the forfeiture of their ships and goods, one
half of the proceeds to accrue to the Crown and the other half to the
Company. In August 1675 the King granted, by Letters Patent, half
of the Crown's portion to the Duke of Monmouth. Some months later

! Letter Books, vol. v, p. 283 et seq. 2 |bid., pp. 288-9.
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the Duke brought an action against the Company, who seem to have
been slow in paying what was due to him, and was granted a writ of
distringas. In August 1676 the Governor was sent for by the Lord
Treasurer, who told him that Sir John Narbrough's fleet’ was coming
in, and the King desired an advance of £50,000 from the Company on
security of their customs. The Governor was doubtful if any such pro-
position should be made to the Generality in view of the state of the
Company's affairs, their great debt and small profit, and the long time
since the adventurers had received a dividend. The Lord Treasurer's
Secretary, the Honourable Charles Bertie, afterwards called on the
Governor and hinted that if the advance were made, the Duke of
Monmouth's suit, then pending in the Court of Exchequer, might be
stopped. When this was reported to the Court it was decided to leave
the matter to the Governor, Deputy, and Treasury Committee, to ascer-
tain whether it might be possible to obtain an act of grace from the
King, which, if it could be done, the Court unanimously agreed (after
a long debate) that it should be proposed to the Generality that an
advance be made to the King of such asum of money as should be agreed
upon. Meanwhile, Mr. Bertie was to be told that the Court would con-
sider his proposal. A fortnight later a Warrant was issued to the Com-
pany pardoning them for all offences and transactions committed by
them before September 16, 1676, and releasing them of all accounts,
debts, and demands which the Crown might have against them by
reason of any fines, mulcts, &c., also requiring the Attorney-General to
forbear all prosecution of the Company for anything therein pardoned
or intended to be pardoned, and to cause any suit that might therefore be
depending to cease (pp. 343, 348-9, 353-4). Afterwards the Generality
were informed that the King wished the Company to supply him with
£50,000 upon account of their liability for customs. The Governor
stated that endeavourshad been made to prevent further proceedings, and
that he understood that His Majesty had been pleased to declare himself
ready to grant’' some things' that might be convenient and advantageous
to the Company. The Generality, after serious consideration of the
matter, agreed to the proposa that £40,000—the amount then desired
by the King—should be lent to His Majesty. The Letters Patent (ut
supra, p. xiii), sealed the following day, made known to the King's sub-
jects that the Company had been pardoned for all offences committed

1 Sir John Narbrough was Commander-in-Chief of a squadron sent to the Mediterranean
in 1674. The money was probably wanted to pay off his fleet.
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before September 16, 1676, and that all suits against them, in respect
of mulcts, fines, & ¢, were to be withdrawn (pp. 353-4, 356-8).

As is well known, the Company, in order to carry on their trade,
exported much bullion and foreign coin for the purchase of investments.
The practice having been represented by the Company's opponents as
prejudicial to the interests of the kingdom, and injuriousto commercial
credit, the Court placed before the Government a statement of their
exports of bullion and foreign coin from 1667 to 1674. Thetotal amount
was £1,165,311. The Court thought fit to add that on the other hand
and in addition to the manufactured goods exported by the Company,
they had paid about £35,000 per annum in respect of customs. They
had built (‘for encreasing the navigation and strength of the kingdom')
within that time, twenty-four ships, and had paid for freight and wages
£100,000 per annum. Moreover, they had furnished His Majesty's three
kingdoms with all sorts of East-India commodities, which, had they
not done so, would have cost moreif supplied from other nations. They
had also exported East-India goods to other countries double the value
of what they had so exported in bullion—'a very great increase to the
stock of the kingdom'; while the greater part of the proceeds of these
exports had been returned in gold and silver (p. 134).

The question whether or not freemen, adventurers in the General
Joint Stock, and other persons should be allowed to export bullion to
the East was debated on many occasions. It was resolved (August 1675)
that permission be restricted to freemen, adventurers, and owners of
ships in the General Joint Stock, to the value of what their principal
stock paid in amounted, provided it did not exceed £1,000 (pp. 203,
243). Those persons desiring to export bullion were to affirm that it
was for their own proper account, and that the profit accruing would be
invested in the Indies, and brought home for their own account; such
affirmations to be filled by one of the Book-keeper's assistants. In
future all persons becoming adventurers were to affirm that the adven-
tures bought by them were 'really for their own account and for none
other' (p. 348). Owners of three-deckersin the Joint Stock were allowed
in their charterparties to export bullion to the value of £2,400, and
those owning and commanding two-decked ships £1,600, on affirming
that it was for their own account. Commanders of three-deckers were
permitted to carry out for themselves, their officers and men, £800, and
the Commander of atwo-decked ship £600, on making the same affirma-
tion (p. 373).
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Another attack on the Company's privileges was made soon after the
election of the Governor, &c., in 1676, by means of a pamphlet in which
the intervention of the King at that time was mentioned. The Law-
suits Committee, who were required to consider what action should be
taken, were of opinion that no answer should be made,' conceiving that
a punctual compliance with all men wilbe their best vindication', but
thought that the pamphlet ought to be brought to the notice of the
Secretaries of State (p. 311). We may assume that the two letters
printed on pp. 322-5 constituted the pamphlet, the purport of which
was to suggest that any one who had money to invest would be ill-
advised to place it at interest with the Company. These two letters,
the 'Answer* by some one in Bristol, and the note appended to the
print by the bookseller, are of interest as illustrative of the 'war of
pamphlets' between the opponents and defenders of the Company
and the Joint Stock Company system (pp. 325-9).

Articles VIII and | X of the Treaty of Peace concluded with the
Dutch in February 1674 stipulated that six Commissioners should be
named to act on behalf of King Charles, and a like number be sent to
London on behalf of the States-Genera for the consideration of a new
Treaty Marine, also of one to settle the disputes regarding the possessions
and trade of the two nations in the East Indies. The Journal of the
Proceedings of the Commissioners' is valuable now rather for its inci-
dental material than for the actual terms of the new Treaty Marine
concluded on December 11, 1674, on the basis of the Treaty Marine of
1668, and the Article (March 18, 1675) regarding the trade of the two
nations in the East Indies, which provided that disputes between the
English and Dutch Companies were to be referred to arbitrators, and
was thus no advance on the Treaty of Westminster. The English Com-
missioners, appointed on June 21,1674, were directed by the King first,
to 'proceed' upon the Treaty Marine and then upon the 'business of
the East Indies'. The King, having received propositions from the
Company regarding the demands to be made on its behalf in the treaties
with the Dutch Commissioners, expressed his satisfaction with their
substance, except as regards the nth article, which he considered was
totally unpracticable and 'proper to beget disputes, it being founded
upon private and particular transactions betwixt person and person in
a country where he had no 'legal way of information'. The terms of

! European MSS (1.0.), D. 4. See dso Rawlinson MS. (Bodleian Library), A 302,

frle a_=e
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the article were that neither Company should directly or indirectly by
rewards given to the ministers of any Prince or Government in the East
Indies or by other means endeavour to prevent or exclude the subjects
of either nation from trading. The Company's propositions (twelve in
number) were identical with those contained in their memorials of
October i, 1672, and April 25, 1673 (see pp. 175-6, 226-30 of the pre-
ceding volume), except that Nos. 6 and 7 differed slightly from those
formerly presented, and two, Nos. 11 and 12, were additional. The
purport of article 12 was that in case of war no hostilities should take
place till six months after its publication in the East (pp. 62-4). The
Company's propositions were based on the ground that each of the
Companies had the right to trade in all parts of the Indies not actually
in the occupancy and under the immediate government of the other.
The first formal and combined meeting of the English and Dutch Com-
missioners was held on September 1, when the draft of a new Treaty
Marine, drawn up by Sir George Downing, was read.!

Although the English Commissioners were not disposed to disclose
to the Dutch Commissioners their proposals as regards the East India
trade, until an agreement had been reached in respect of the General
Marine Treaty, this was eventually done by order of the King. The
draft treaty submitted by the Dutch (referred to as a' Paper' on p. 113),?
and handed to the King (presumably by the Dutch Ambassador), was
found by the English Commissioners to be an entirely new project, not
only for the East Indies, but for all other parts of the world outside
Europe. They submitted to the King that some of the articles were of
such a nature and tenor that instead of being an advantage and security
to the English trade in the East and elsewhere outside Europe, the
Dutch, by treaty, would establish and confirm those things whereof the
contrary had been so long demanded and insisted upon on behalf of
the English asright and just. By desire of the King, the English Com-
missioners sent the ' Paper' to the Committees and asked them to state
what was the lowest that the Company could yield unto for the preserva-
tion and well-being of their trade, at the same time promising that His
Majesty would endeavour to obtain as much as he could for the good
of the East Indiatrade (p. 113). The Committeesreplied that they did
not conceive that any particular answer to these proposals was expected
from them; they could only say that so far as they related to the East
Indiatrade their effect would be 'to cutt ourselves off from that trade

! Commissioners Journal, fols. 29-41. 2 |bid., fois. 101-4.
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which we have obtained at so great a charge which is aso due to us by

common right and give the Dutch (as affaires now stand) an opportunity

to engross the whole trade to themselves, and thereby totally exclude
this Kingdom from all traffic and commerce in India (East Indies)'.

It would be much better (they thought) for both Companies to continue
to trade as formerly under the rules of the articles of the Treaty of

Peace, by which the subjects of both nations were enjoined to treat

each other peaceably and not to wrong or prejudice one or the other

(pp. 115-16). The English Commissioners suggested it would be better

to accept what the Dutch offered in 1668, rather than to have nothing,

provided that the treaty did not contain anything contrary to the
points desired by the Company. To this the latter replied that they

preferred to have no treaty rather than atreaty in part, or one so dubious
as might 'administer matter of quarrels and troubles' (pp. 117-18).

The negotiations continued until the first day of December, when an

agreement as to the terms of the new Treaty Marine had been reached,

except asregardsthelast clause of Article !V, concerning placesbesieged,

proposed by the Dutch. The King at last directed the English Com-

missioners (' for putting an end to this dispute’) that they should agree
that this clause be 'penned' as it was in the former Treaty Marine made
at Bredain 1668 and should conclude the treaty with them (the Dutch

Commissioners), 'but so that there should not be two duplicates of the
said Treaty, but that it should be oneintire Treaty for the whole world*.

It appears that the Dutch Ambassador had offered to the King severa

expedients for accommodating the only remaining difference about the
last clause of the 4th article.! An abstract of the treaty will be found

onp. 123.

As the Commissioners had not come to an agreement for a settlement
of the disputes between the two Companies within the period specified
in the Treaty of Westminster (three months), it was settled that further
time should be allowed for that purpose. A draft of two articles, handed
to the King by the Dutch Ambassador, as the utmost the Dutch could
yield, was sent to the Company. They were asked to state (if these
articles were not satisfactory) what they considered ought to be in-
sisted upon as necessary. |f, however, it were found impossibleto arrive
at an agreement on the lines of their previous propositions, what expe-
dients could they propose for 'accommodating the matter’, rather than
have nothing, it being His Majesty's great and earnest care to do what-

! Ibid., fois. 124-7.
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ever was possible for the Company's advantage. The articles were
(briefly): (i) that there should be freedom of trade, 'provided it be
without prejudice to the rights or privileges . . . aready acquired’;
(2) exclusive contracts were not to be made in the future, except by
common consent, and for the mutual advantage of both Companies
(pp. 138-9). The Company replied in the same strain as before—the
articles would rather administer new matter for trouble than settle
a right understanding—unless the Dutch were yielded what did not
belong to them, and the English 'quitted' their right to trade. They
reduced their propositions (ut supra, xxx) to four, namely, (1) a place
should be considered as blockaded when already beleaguered by land
and sea; (2) freedom of tradein all countries 'not effectually occupied'
by England or the Netherlands; (3) contracts with any country were
not to exclude the other from trading there; (4) exclusive contracts to
be null and void. The Company informed the English Commissioners
that if these articles were not agreed to, they knew not what further
expedient to propose, but that the two Companies should continue to
trade and amicably correspond without doing wrong or injury to each
other, according to the treaties between the King and the States-
General (pp. 141-9). The Dutch Commissioners suggested a clause for
arbitration of disputesin future (p. 158). The Company were willing
to consider it but feared that if it were agreed to, they would not be
so immediately under the care and protection of His Majesty in the
future asin the past (pp. 158-9). An article against exclusive contracts
in the Indies (which the Dutch Ambassador did 'encline to admit') was
considered, but the Court resolved to answer that the Company could
not in duty to His Majesty advise the procuring of such an article apart,
unless the four articles previously offered by them could be obtained
(p. 160). The Dutch Commissioners asserted (in the 'Paper’ referred to
on p. 159), that the Company's 'Exceptions’ to the Dutch proposals
contained 'notorious errors' and 'sharp expressions . . . not suitable for
this Treaty'. As it was then apparent that the Dutch Commissioners
would not grant what the Company wanted, Sir William Thomson was
desired to communicate the Dutch ' Paper' to the Committees and ask
them whether it would not be best for the interest of the Company that
endeavours should be made to obtain an article for the appointment
of commissioners to settle differences in the future (the Dutch Com-
missioners having formerly offered one). Some days later, after a meet-
! Commissioners Journal, fois. 169-88.
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ing between the Lords Committees for Foreign Affairs and the English
Commissioners, when the King was present, the latter directed that
a clause be drafted for agreement to the effect that both Companies
should trade peaceably without injuring each other, and for a way to
be prescribed to determine any differences that might arise in the future
(pp. 161-2). Eventually, the King, 'having had the liking of the Com-
pany' to a draft article, as amended by the Dutch Ambassador and
the Directors of the Dutch East India Company, ordered the English
Commissioners to conclude and sign it forthwith with the Dutch Com-
missioners (p. 165). It stipulated that the two Companies should behave
themselves peaceably together and promote the honour and advantage
of each other and provide for arbitration in case of controversy (‘which
God forbid'"); the final determination, if the umpires failed to agree, to
remain with the King and the States-General (pp. 168-9). After the
article had been signed the English and Dutch Commissioners and their
Secretaries were invited by the Governor to dinewith him.* Later the
Court presented one hundred guineas to the Governor 'for the great
charge to which he was put in entertaining the Dutch Commissioners
before their departure’ (p. 294).

Two days after the Article had been signed the Directors of the Dutch
East India Company (who had arrived from Holland in July of the pre-
viousyear)? called on the Court. They acknowledged thegreat civilities
they had received, and declared that the Dutch Company would on all
occasions demonstrate their cordial friendship to the English Company.
They had written to their servants in the Indies to observe and keep
the articles of peace. The Dutch officers at Surat had refused to liberate
English sailors taken prisoners in ignorance of what had been done in
thelikeinstancein Europe. Ordersfor the release of Samuel Baron® had
been sent to Batavia. The Deputy Governor replied that all endeavours
would be used to preserve a sincere friendship and good correspondence
between the two Companies, and that they aso would direct their
servants in the East to observe strictly the articles of peace. Every
member of the Court would give assurance to serve the Dutch Company,
and would pray that the union of the two Companies might be aunion
between the two nations for 'maintaining the Protestant religion therein
to all posterity' (pp. 170-1).

The Dutch Ambassador having raised difficulties upon the interpreta-

! Ibid., fol. 199. 2 See p. 60.
3 See p. 105 and preceding volume.
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tion of two clauses of the Treaty Marine, namely, as to the trade from
enemy's port to enemy's port, and the review of judgments of Prize
Courts, Sir William Temple was entrusted with the task of negotiating
a settlement of the dispute. An agreement was arrived at as regards
thefirst point, and embodied in an Explanatory Declaration, signed on
December 30, 1675. It was to the effect that ships belonging to the
subjects of both nations could trade from a neutral port or place to
aplace in enmity with the other party.! Temple informed Sir Joseph
Williamson that after many and long discourses about the matter of
revisions he had received an answer that whilst the States-General
would abide by the terms of the treaty, they could not allow themselves
to be pressed to things wholly against the constitution of their govern-
ment, and wholly unprovided for by the very letter of the treaty
(pp. 271-3, 314).

In June 1676 an emissary from the Ruler of Johanna, one of the
Comoro group of islands in the Indian Ocean, arrived in England,
seeking redress for injuries inflicted on his master by the Captain of
a Danish ship, and by Captain South of the Katherine. The Company
caused South to be summoned before the King. It appeared that he
had landed at Johannain 1675 with 200 slaves from Madagascar, had
quartered them on the island for a month, had left without paying for
their maintenance, and had carried off six of the inhabitants, whom
he sold in the Barbadoes. The King ordered South (whose actions he
'much disliked') to pay £40 sterling towards the redemption of the
persons taken away. The emissary offered to the Company, in the name
of the 'Sultan' of Johanna, a piece of ground upon the island, known
as Captain Brown's Garden, which they accepted, the garden being
convenient for the accommodation of their commanders and men when
landing and refreshing there. The emissary was appointed by the Com-
pany to be Keeper and Overseer of the ground, 'with the coconut
trees, and all other trees and fruits now growing . . ."; he to render to
them an account of the profits thereof. On the arrival of the Eagle and
other ships at Johanna in May 1676, the Sultan begged the captains to
draw up a paper to the effect that he had placed the Island of Johanna
under English protection. The commanders did not consider it desirable
to accede to thisrequest. They had no directions to do so, and doubted
that 'such a thing may rather expose these innocent and naked people

! Printed in A Collection of Treaties, vol. i (G. Chalmers, 1790). See also pp. 203"4,
217-18, 220-4, 242 of this volume.



INTRODUCTION XXXV

to the affronts and abuses of the European nations rather than answer
those ends they propose to themselves' (pp. 378-9, 394-5).

In May 1675 the Company agreed to advance £1,000 to the Earl of
Craven, owner of Craven House, the Company's home since 1648, on
the understanding that the Earl would give as security a lease and
mortgage of the House, Sir John Banks and three Committees to be
named in the deed as trustees for the Company (pp. 156, 179). The
Earl, however, refused to seal the lease, whereupon the Court desired
Sir John Banks and the Company's solicitor to treat further with His
Lordship (pp. 182, 184). The Court agreed to his proposal that the
counterpart of the lease should be sealed by one only of the trustees
named in it, and ordered that the deed of mortgage be endorsed to the
effect that the rent (£100 per annum) was to be paid to the Earl's
steward only during the lease, if he lived so long, also that £1,000 be
paid to His Lordship according to the intent and meaning of the mort-
gage. Some days later the Company's seal was affixed to the counter-
part of the Earl's covenant to grant a new lease for the ensuing seven
years (p. 192). In July 1676 a new lease for twenty-one years, from
Lady Day 1676, was granted by the Earl (p. 332). As a precaution
against burglary at East India House two watchmen were appointed,
oneto attend from fiveinthe evening until seveninthe morning between
Michaelmas and Lady Day, and from seven in the evening until six in
the morning from Lady Day to Michaelmas (p. 136). Order was given
that a hatch be made in the door of the Secretary's room, or any other
convenience, so that the Company's affairs might be kept with more
privacy (p. 144); also that no one was to enter the Auditor's office
except the Committees and the officers of the Company's house (p. 182).

As regards the staff and office matters at East India House we find
that Humphrey Edwin, the Auditor, was appointed to succeed Robert
Hubbold as Cashier-General on engaging to make good all losses that
might happen to the Company's concerns under his management, and
on condition that he would not indulge in any foreign trade beyond
£2,500 per annum (p. 36). No money warrants signed by order of the
Court were to be paid by him unless they were attested by the Secretary
ashaving been entered by the latter (p. 78). Samuel Sambrooke, Junior,
against whom complaints had been made (see previous volume), con-
fessed that they were true and was thereupon dismissed. The Company
took proceedings against him, with the result that he was committed

! See also The Diaries of Streynsham Master, vol. i, pp. 5, 234.
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to prison, but steps were taken by the Court to secure his release on
condition that he paid £1,000 sterling to the Company (pp. 192, 370-1,
374). Proceedings were also taken against Cornelius Aldeward, for the
purpose of discovering what trade he had with Sambrooke or with any
other persons when he lived in Holland (p. 292). Michael Dunkin, late
Cashier-General, who was in debt to the Company (see previous volume),
brought abill of complaint in the Court of Chancery against the Com-
pany (pp. 229, 242). After his death the Lawsuits Committee were
desired to institute proceedings against his executors (p. 365). Irregu-
larities having been committed in payment of money due for principal
and interest, order was given that in future express mention be made
in warrants of what was due to the person named therein, as appeared
in the ledger (p. 173). Orders were given that the business of writing
letters, hitherto done by the late Samuel Sambrooke, Warehouse K eeper
and Writer, be undertaken in future by the Secretary, and that general
letters to India, after being fairly transcribed, were to be read in Court
before being signed by the Governor and Committees (pp. 309-10, 390).
All officers, warehouse-keepers, and porters serving the Company
were ordered to leave written notice with the Beadle where they lived,
and should any fire break out in the City (‘which God forbid'), they
were to repair immediately to East | ndia House to await orders (p. 305).
The Court thought that an oil-shop at Leadenhali Gate might endanger
the Company's warehouses in the Hall, and ordered that the Committee
of the City Lands be spoken to and desired that the shop be converted
to some other use, so as to safeguard the City's and Company's concerns
there (p. 315). Certain of the Committees were ordered to represent to
the Court of Aldermen the irregularity in the building of two houses
adjoining Leadenhali, which might prove 'very inconvenient to the
City' (p. 374). There being several tenements at the back of the African
House 'that may be hazardous to the Company's concerns there in case
any fireshould break out’, the Committees for the respective warehouses
were ordered to inspect the house, consider what should be done for its
better security, also for the other warehouses belonging to the Company,
either by an additional watch, or as they should think fit. The Com-
mittees were also to inquire about convenient warehouse room in other
places less liable to the hazard of fire (p. 316).

The inhabitants of Poplar and Blackwall petitioned the Company for
assistance towards making the hamlet a distinct parish from that of
Stepney, and that Poplar Chapel might be dedicated for a church, and
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perpetuated for the use of the hamlet, the Company to be the sole
patrons. The Court replied that they would readily do all they could
in order that the hamlet might be made a distinct parish, but that the
other part of the petition must be referred to the decision of a General
Court (p. 2). The Shipping Committee were ordered to examine the
constitutions originally made for governing the Company's Almshouse
at Poplar, and report as to the amount expended on it, the yearly
charges, & ¢, and to prepare rules and instructions for the good govern-
ment of the Almshouse in future (pp. 180-1). Order was given for a dic-
tionary and a Book of Martyrs in two volumes to be provided for the
School at Poplar; these to be fixed with chains to a desk, 'as is usual
at other publick Schools' (p. 58).

In March 1676 Sir John Banks reported to the Court that the King
was sending the Speedwell Frigate with another vessel on a voyage to
discover 'the navigation to China' by the North-East passage, and, if
the ships arrived at Bantam, His Majesty wished that the Company
would permit of pepper being laden in them for England at the usual
freight. Directionsto that effect were accordingly sent to the Company's
Agent at Bantam. In May the Company were informed that Sir John
Banks, Lord Berketey, and Mr. Hopegood were adventurers in the two
ships, which had a cargo (valued at about £400 or £450) for disposal in
the East; the proceeds to be invested in goods for sadein Europe. After
consideration of the question whether this would be a breach of trust
and contrary to the oath taken by Sir John Banks and his colleagues
if done without the Company's leave, the Court decided that the adven-
ture should not be looked upon as a breach of their obligations to the
Company. Orders were thereupon given that letters be written to the
Chief and factors at Formosa ordering that if the ships arrived there
the commanders and seamen were to be permitted to sell their goods
freely and to be civilly treated; and, if the commanders should desireit,
the factors might lade the ships with sugar and goods for the Company's
account for Bantam at a reasonable freight (pp. 290, 307).

The two ships, the Speedwell Frigate (Captain John Wood) and the
Prosperous Pink (Captain William Flawes), sufficiently manned and
stored with provisions for sixteen months, with a cargo of commodities
most likely to be in request on the coasts of Tartary and Japan, sailed
from the Thames on May 28, 1676, commanded by Captain Wood, who
first proposed the undertaking. A month later the Speedwell Frigate

! See also Letter Books, vol. v, p. 303.
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struck on aledge of sunken rocks off the coast of Nova Zembla (latitude
74° 40" and soon broke to pieces. The crew had previously quitted
the ship and reached land, where they remained for some days until
the return of the Prosperous Pink, which had escaped the danger and
continued on her voyage in ignorance of her consort's fate. The Pros-
perous Pink, with Captain Wood and his crew, arrived in the Thames
on August 23. The Duke of York, Sir Joseph Williamson, and Samuel
Pepys were adventurers in this unsuccessful project.’

Other items of minor interest may be mentioned. Streynsham Master
was permitted to export to India five tons of red lead—'he being the
first to discover that it would turn to the Company's account' (p. 40).
Sir Nathaniel Heme, the Governor, was thanked by the King for his
loyalty, vigilance, and conduct in suppressing a riot (p. 204). On
pp. 265 and 288 will be found references to an elephant brought home
for the King. One thousand copies of A brief of the whole project and
proceedingsfor settling the East India Company in France were printed
by the order of the Company? (p. 297). The presentation of the first
volume of Britannia Depicta by the writer, John Ogilby, was acknow-
ledged by a gift of £5 (p. 223). The second part of The Works of Henry
Hammond and the fourth volume of Matthew Poole's Synopsis Criti-
corum were sent to Balasore for the Company's library at that place
(p. 250). One ton of Barbary copper was sent to Bombay as an experi-
ment (p. 252), and 140 tons of the same commodity from Japan were
purchased from a Mr. Western, who, it may be assumed, obtained
supplies from Holland (p. 27). Raw silk was put up for sde at 20s. the
Ib. (p. 279). Copper coins received from the King of Bantam were
refined and converted into great guns (p. 291). Vast quantities of goods
offered for sale at the Company's candle having been bought by afew by
commission, thus lessening the competition of buyers and the advance
of prices, to the prejudice of the Company, the Lawsuits Committee
were desired to consider how far it might be requisite to restrain brokers
from bidding at the candle (p. 347). On p. 146 will be found a reference
to caviare—' as to the alleged contract by the Dutch with the Emperor
of Russia for caviar, this upon examination will be found absolutely
against them, for, during the many years we had that contract we

! Charnock's Naval Biography (1794), vol. i, pp. 164-5, 378-80; Catalogue of the Pepysian
Manuscripts, vol. iii, p. xxiv.

2 2A Treatise touching the East Indian Trade, or a Discourse (turned out of French into
English) concerning the establishment of a French Company for the commerce of the East
Indies, 1664. Printed 1676. (British Museum, 711, fol. 30.)
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cannot learn that they ever molested or searched the vessels of any
nation carrying out caviar'. Asregardscoral, of which large quantities
were purchased by the Company, their agents at L eghorn were informed
that it was hoped they had not bought stolen goods, and had given up
the evil custom of letting the brokers and porters have a branch out of
each chest as a perquisite (p. 184). Alderman Backwell was licensed
by the Crown to export, custom free, £40,000 in silver and coin already
coined in the Mint to 'supply and improve our merchants' trade to
East India' (p. 25). Certain Committees were directed to treat with
the Committees of the City and Company of Mercers for Gresham affairs
about the rent of the outward north vault under the Royal Exchange
used by the Company (p. 332). An order from the Governors of Christ's
Hospital was read regarding complaints made against the carmen for
demanding greater rates for carrying goods to the water-side than those
established at the quarter sessions. It was to the effect that if it were
proved before them that any carman had demanded more than he was
entitled to, he would be suspended from working in London or within
its liberties until the complaint had been 'satisfied'. Directions were
thereupon given by the Court that copies of the order be set up in all
the warehouses, and, in case of any breach, that the keepers should take
the name of the carman, the number of his car, and report to the Court
(p. 363). Order was given for the great silver cabinet containing ten
silver dishes, then in the Treasury, to be disposed of by the Governor,
Deputy, and Committees as they should think best for the service of
the Company (p. 341). The Dutch Ambassador complained that the
Customs officers at Plymouth had extorted money from the commanders
of Dutch ships entering that port, notwithstanding the terms of the 5th
article of the Treaty Marine (p. 311). Ruleswere formulated regarding
the custody and use of the Company's Seal, which formerly had been
committed to the trust of the Agent or Chief only, but henceforth was
to be under the charge of three persons, the seal not to be affixed to any
writing whereby the Company would stand obliged to any person,
except in open Council, for which purpose small chests with suitable
locks and keys were to be provided (p. 214). The Cashier-General was
ordered to provide tea and sugar for the use of the Committees, and
deliveritto Mrs. Harris, the Beadle'swife, one pound at atime (p. 108).
Twenty-five pots of tea were distributed among 'several persons of
quality' for their service to the Company, the tea being valued at 20s.
per Ib. (p. 212). The question whether or not it was prejudicial to the
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Company for Banians (Hindu traders) or other natives of Indiato con-
sign goods to England or for goods to be consigned tothem from England
was referred to the Coast and Bay Committee (p. 375). An agreement
was made for the renewal of the lease for the supply of New River water
to the Company's House (p. 67). The importation of green ginger was
prohibited by charterparty and in factors' covenants under a penalty
of 40s. per cwt. (p. 72). The sum of £135 was 'paid in cash' for wine
disposed of by the Governor and Deputy for the Company's service
(p. 141), but, asregards Rs. 2,326 spent on wine during visits from the
Portuguese Fidalgoes, French Directors, & ¢, for which the President
at Surat desired to be allowed, according to an order of Council, the
Court agreed to pay it but ordered that it should not be taken as a
precedent. The Council were to be told to erase the charge from the
Consultation book, and note in the margin that this had been done by
their order. No such allowance was to be made in future without
special permission (p. 75). The Lawsuits Committee were desired to
consider a proposal to employ Thomas Bedford, Registrar of the
Admiralty, in proving wills received from India (p. 189). Bedford, who
acted as Secretary to the English Commissioners for the treaty touching
the Marine Articles, was presented with twenty guineas for his great
pains and service (p. 172). Dr. Trumball (afterwards knighted and
Secretary of State) was given ten guineas for drawing up an answer
to the Dutch East India Company's paper (p. 210). The Committees
for the Treasury were directed to take their seats at the end of the table,
the place appointed for those having the management of the Treasury,
and informed that afineof one shilling atime, to be paidinto the poor-
box, would be levied on any of them found sitting in any other part
of theroom (p. 226).

Asin the case of previous instalments, the duties of reading the proofs
and of compiling the index have been discharged by Miss Sainsbury,
in addition to her main task of preparing the calendar itself. It may be
well to recall that personal names are spelt throughout exactly as they
occur in the various entries, leaving it to the index to unify them,
crossreferences being inserted when necessary.
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EAST INDIA COMPANY, 1674-1676

THE COMPANY'S GENERAL JOURNAL, AUGUST I, 1673, TO MAY 31,
1678 { Accountant-Generals Records, VoIS, XXXV-XXXVii).

Journalized entries of receipts and payments. (805 pp. in all.)

THE COMPANY'S GENERAL LEDGER, AUGUST I, 1673, TO DECEMBER
31, 1678 {lbid., vols, XXXiv-XXXVi).

Detailed accounts with various merchants, etc., with receipts and
payments under specia headings. (967 ff. in all.)

SHIPS AND CARGOES DESIGNED FOR THE INDIES IN 1674 {Court Book,
vol. xxvA, p. 138).

For the Bay: the Advice) for Fort St. George: the Loyal Merchant,
Phoenix, Lancaster, and Expectation) for Surat: the Falcon, Golden
Fleece, Mary, and Rainbow, for Bantam: the Eagle, Johanna, Surat
Merchant, and Berkeley Castle. The tonnage of each vessel, the value
of her cargo, and the name of her commander is given. The total ton-
nage of the said thirteen ships amounts to 5,260 tons, and the total
value of the cargoes to 239,017/. 05. 3d. (| p.)

GOODS TO BE SHIPPED TO SURAT AND BOMBAY IN 1674 {lbid.,
p. 114).

In the Lancaster (Captain Richard Goodlad) and in the Falcon (Cap-
tain John Stafford): bullion, gold, silver, quicksilver, tin, lead, ordnance,
shot, anchors, cochineal, and piece-goods, their total value amounting
to 60,190/. (ip.)

INVOICE OF GOODS RECEIVED FROM INDIA IN 1674 AND 1675 {Home
Miscellaneous, vol. xv, p. 225).

Enumerating the various goods, their price, the places from whence
they came, the ships that brought them, and the names of the severa
commanders. (32 pp.)

LIST OF DOCUMENTS PASSED UNDER THE SEAL OF THE COMPANY
FROM 1674 TO 1676 (lbid., vol. xxvi, p. 24).

Indentures of covenants to writers, planters, and others going to
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India in the Company's service, bonds for the amounts of perfect
entries in various ships, and certificates for transportation of goods to
the Indies. (55 pp.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 7, 1674 (Court Book, vol. xxviii,
p. 368).

The Committee for Private Trade to perfect the accounts of the ships
returned last year from India, particularly that of the Mediterranean.
An answer to be written to the letter from the Dutch East India
Company, dated the 5th instant, which is now read. Thomas Hop-
kinson, schoolmaster at Poplar, having been very negligent in the
discharge of his duty, he is to be dismissed from his post and ordered
to quit the Company's house at Poplar in which he lives, by the end
of the month; but because of his poverty his salary, due last December,
isto be paid him with an additional 5/. on condition he leaves the said
house at the given time. The petition of Gomes and Diego Rodrigues
is referred to two Committees, who are to ascertain and report the
quality of those for whom passages in the Company's ships for India
are desired. Ann Filleter's petition is referred for consideration. A
petition from the inhabitants of Poplar and Blackwall isread, in which
they pray for the assistance of the Court that the hamlet '(wherein the
Company have built a fabrick for a Church and doe allow xxl. per
annum, with an house, garden, and a field towards maintenance of a
preaching Minister), may be made adistinct parish from that of Stepney,
and that the said fabrick with the soil whereon it stands and the present
maintenance of xxZ. per annum may be dedicated for a church, and
perpetuated for the use of the said hamlet, the Company to be the sole
patrons’. The Court reply they will readily do all they can in order
that the said hamlet may be made a distinct parish, but the other part
of the petition must be referred to the decision of a general court.!

(1} p9.)
THE COMPANY TO CAPTAIN JAMES POTTER AND CAPTAIN SAMUEL
RICCARD, JANUARY 7, 1674 (Letter Book, vol. v, p. 90).

Understanding that they have arrived safely in the Downs and their
bills of lading have been signed, order them to fit their ships® in readi-
ness to sail at the first opportunity with the convoy for St. Helena,
where on arriving they are to deliver to the Governor and Council all

1 In thelist of warrants signed is one for 5/.' made paid in cash '.
European and John and Alexander.
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such goods, stores, money, provisions, etc., as have by bill of lading and
invoice been consigned to them, and to land all passengers. The King's
ship the Phoenix, bound for Guinea, has particular orders to accompany
them. (I p.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 8, 1674 (Court Book, vol. xxviii,
P- 370).

The demands of the Company from Sir Edward Winter are read and
debated. After consideration of the eminent services of Sir Richard
Munden and of the other captains of the vessels engaged in the retaking
of St. Helena and the safe convoying of the Company's ships from that
island into the Downs, the Court decide to bestow upon them the follow-

ing gratuities: to Sir Richard Munden 400/. and a gold meda to the
value of 20/.; to Captain Thomas Piles in the William and Thomas
100L ; to Captain John Butler in the Mary and Martha 50/.; to Captain
William Hobbs in the Levant Merchant 50/.; and to Captain Thomas
Willshaw in the Castle Frigate, a fire-ship, 40/. The sum of 58/. dis-
bursed by Sir Richard Munden when on the island is also to be repaid

him. (1 p.)

THE COMPANY TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE NETHERLANDS EAST INDIA
COMPANY AT AMSTERDAM, JANUARY 8,1674 (Letter Book, vol. v, p. 90).

Have received their letter of the 5th instant (stilo novo) desiring the
name of the ship Conwerre' to be inserted in the passport to be granted
by the King. Thisthey will procure and send with one from themselves
when they shall receive one from the Dutch Company for the Eagle.

12

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 9, 1674 (Court Book, vol. xxviii,
P- 37i).

A certificate from Sir Richard Munden of persons slain and wounded
at the retaking of St. Helenais read, and referred to the Shipping Com-
mittee to consider what is fit to be done for the relief of the widows of
those who were killed, and for the wounded. Advices lately received
from Surat, Bombay, and Persia are referred to the Surat Committee,
who are to send in areport of what in them is necessary to be considered
and answered. Captain James Mariner to be paid 10/. for a negro he
left at St. Helena for the Company's service by direction of Sir Richard
Munden. Allegations made by commanders of ships touching the

! S 1671-3 volume, p. xxii.
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Company's indulgence for private trade to be referred to the Committee
for Private Trade, who are to examine the rules followed in the matter,
and report what indulgence they think should be granted to officersin
the Company's ships, as distinct from what is granted to their factors.
(1p)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 14,1674 {Court Book, vol. xxviii,
P 372).

A letter from the Dutch East India Company enclosing a pass from
the Prince of Orange for the Eagle to go to and return from Bantam
is read, and order given for a reply to be drawn up. The petition of
Hannah Rogers is referred for consideration and report. Certain Com-
mittees to confer with Gomes and Diego Rodrigues concerning some
persons they desire to send to India. The account of Edward Leads to
be reported. The desires of the owners and commanders of the four
Surat ships concerning demurrage to be examined by certain of the
Committees, who are to report what they think should be done. Mr.
Hubbold, cashier-general, finding his work in the Treasury too heavy,
desires leave to relinquish his post, hereupon the Treasury Committee
are requested to speak with him and consider how his duties may be
‘settled and methodized* so that he may be encouraged to continue
the work. The petition of Elizabeth Shugar to go with her child and a
maid to join her husband in Bombay is referred to the Shipping Com-
mittee, who are also to consider the petitions of soldiers' wives who wish
to go to their husbandsin India. The sum of 5/. to be returned to Samuel
Stevens. In accordance with a report now read, order is given for the
sum of 49/. 18s. &d. to be paid to Alderman Edward Backwell for silver
supplied to the Company in 1671. (2 %/, pp.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 16, 1674 (lbid., p. 374).

Mr. Mqver to be permitted to ship out some camlettsin the Lancaster
for India. The Committee for Lawsuits to examine what goods Mr.
Aboab bought at the last sde, those still remaining in the Company's
warehouse, how much of the ten per cent is yet unpaid, and report; and
Mr. Boone is to se that the 100/. lately paid by Mr. Aboab and any
more brought in, is placed to the account of the ten per cent. In accor-
dance with reports now read the following orders are given: the petition
of Anne Filleter to be referred to the Committee for Private Trade;
Mrs. Tutchin's attorney to be paid 33/. os. zod.; and, touching the
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several persons slain and wounded at the retaking of St. Helena, the
two children of the late Captain Privet to be allowed 40/. and consi-
deration of allowances to other persons to be referred to the Shipping
Committee; the owners of the Hannibal to be repaid for pepper said
to have been laden in that ship, but about which there was a great
mistake made in India (according to papers received from the purser,
Jonas Colliar), the sum repaid to be charged to the Surat factory.
William Delawood is admitted to the freedom by redemption. The
account of saltpetre bought by Mr. Buckle to be examined and the
interest due thereon reported. A distringas is served on the Governor
(sitting in court) by an officer of the sheriffs of London for answer to
Mr. Western's suit* in the Exchequer, and Mr. Wynn is desired to draw
up the said answer. The owners of the European to be paid for trans-
porting eighty-two passengers to St. Helena, and the owners of the
John and Alexander to be paid for transporting thirty-three passengers
to that island. (2 pp.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 19, 1674 {lbid., p. 376).

John Upton is admitted to the freedom gratis. The Governor to be
desired to make an humble address to the King representing that the
season is approaching in which the Company usually make preparations
for their shipping to India, and that if His Mgjesty isgraciously pleased
from the prospect of affairs in general to encourage them to proceed
in carrying on their concerns to those parts for this year, they will
prepare to do so. (f p.)

A CLAUSE IN A LETTER FROM GERALD AUNGIER, GOVERNOR OF
BOMBAY, TO THE EAST INDIA COMPANY, JANUARY 19, 1674 (Public
Record Office: CO, 77, vol. xiii, f. i).?

In our last year's letters we gave Your Honours an account of the
unworthy flight of Senor Alvaro Pieres of Mazagon, and the greatest
part of the Portuguese and other inhabitants upon the arrival of the
Dutch fleet. The desertion was so general and scandalous that we
judged it necessary prudence to let the people know our resentment
thereof. The sealing-up of their houses, and putting a seeming embargo
for the present on their lands, was the only course that brought them
back totheisland. Allreturned (Alvaro Pieresexcepted), to the number

! See 1671-3 volume, pp. 287, 298.
2 See also Home Miscellaneous (1.0.), vol. xlii, p. 316.
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of 10,000 and upwards, and upon their submission and promise never
to run away again, their lands and houses were immediately restored
without the least fine or punishment, for indeed it was a time to show
clemency, pity, and consideration to a poor, miserable, distracted,
trembling people. But Alvaro Pieres, finding his honour concerned,
full of that pride and subtlety inherent in the Portuguese fidalgoes of
India, though he was in greatest fault, took a contrary course, for,
instead of submitting himself, he defies your authority, disowns himsel f
a subject of His Majesty, or that he owed any fealty to him, or service
to you (though before he had taken the oath of fidelity), and which was
worse, he applied to the generals of the French and Portuguese fleets,
to the Captain of Busseen, and to the Viceroy of Goa, demanding
justice of them, casting most scandalous reproaches against the English
nation, and against your government in the presence of the French
Admiral and all the Portuguese fidalgoes. Whereupon we found our-
selves necessitated to call him to a public trial for the more public
vindication of the justice and moderation of your government, and the
integrity of our proceedings. But he not appearing, as disowning your
authority, we thought fit to proceed to sentence, which was this, that
for his deserting the island in time of danger, disobedience to authority,
breach of several proclamations, ingratitude and notorious false scandals
cast on Y our Honours and the nation and your authority here, he was
rendered incapable of bearing any office, civil or military, on the
island. As to his estate, we thought not good to meddie with it, but
have made his mother depositary or trustee thereof, till your Honours'
pleasure and sentence be known, to whom we humbly referred it. For,
as we never intended any seizure or confiscation of his estate, but only
to make him sensible of his misdemeanours, and upon his submission
to receive him again into our favours he having given us so high pro-
vocation by his indiscreet proceedings, we hold it necessary to let the
world see that we would maintain your right and honour. First, because
all final acts of justice or clemency belong unto you; secondly, to con-
vince the Portuguese that our proceedings aimed not at a covetous
seizure or confiscation, but rather at the vindication of our integrity
and moderation. Thirdly, becauseif when inyour wisdom and clemency
you shall think good to restore his estate unto him, on his submission
andreturn, it may be atie and obligation of gratitude on the Portuguese
government to express their sense of your generosity by requiring a
more civil and peaceable behaviour from the Portuguese, our neigh-
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bours, of whose ill-neighbourhood, violence, injurious dealing with al]
the inhabitants of thisisland, in seizing their goods, imprisoning their
persons on all frivolous pretences, we have much to complain, especialy
at the passes at Tannah and Karinjah, where they force from us exces-
sive rates, even what they please, in an arbitrary way for custom, and
many times when they think good do stop all sorts of timber or pro-
visions from coming to us. All which we judge it prudence at present
towink at, in respect of our war with the Dutch, lest they should assist
the enemy against us, to which they are (for envy and emulation's
sake) too much inclined. Concerning which we with great earnestness
expect your orders. In fine, the whole affair touching Alvaro Pieresis
drawn out in a narrative by itself, which we humbly recommend to
your perusal and censure, with his protests and our answer, that it may
be presented to His Majesty in case the Portuguese shall make any
noise at Court concerning it. (i€ pp.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 21,1674 {Court Book, vol. xxviii,
P-377)>

Damaged goods to be delivered to the owners of the Golden Fleece,
Loyal Merchant, and Rainbow. No permission to be granted for wines
or other goods shipped aboard the Lancaster, Falcon, or Phoenix . for
India, except on account of the five per cent for account of the masters
or owners, until after all the Company's goods and provisions are taken
in. A report, touching some money in the Company's cash at Bombay
said to belong to Sir Gervase Lucas, is read, and referred to certain
Committees to consider whether the said money does not rightfully
belong to the Company by virtue of the King's grant and charter of
the island; they are also to read Sir John Duncombe's™ letter concerning
the debt due to His Magjesty from Sir Gervase Lucas, and report the
true state of the facts. Mr. Benjamin Shute's account to be settled.
The Narrative of abuses and obstructions offered by the Dutch to the
Company's factors at Carnapoly (Karnagapalle) is referred to the Surat
Committee, who are to report what they think should be done in the
matter. (3,p.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 21, 1674 [AFTERNOON] (lbid.,
P. 378).
The Husband to be directed to enter the diamonds that came from

! Master of the King's Ordnance.
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India in last year's shipping. A petition from the commanders of
the Lancaster, Falcon, and Phoenix is read, and order given that no
permission isto be granted to ship out any wines or swordblades in the
said vessds on account of private trade except what is necessary for
the Company's factors and servants, pursuant to a former resolution
of the Court made for encouragement of officers and mariners in the
Company's service. An answer prepared for the Governor and Company
togiveto Mr. Western's bill of complaint in the Exchequer isread, and
ordered to be engrossed by next Friday, (i p.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 23,1674 {Court Book, vol. xxviii,
P. 379)-

Some olibanum belonging to the owners of the Golden Fleece having
been returned to them as damaged, they request that it may be re-
examined as it was not damnified by the voyage; the matter is referred
for examination and report. The draft of aletter to Lord Arlington is
read, approved, and the Governor desired to sign it. The request of
Gomes and Diego Rodrigues for transport to India in the Company's
shipping of three persons who wish to recover their effects which have
been stopped at Goa is denied, there being 'no conveniency', but as a
similar request has been made on behalf of some English who wish to
settle at Bombay to carry on the trade in diamonds, the Court promise
to consider the matter. The Shipping Committee to consider about a
fit person to be schoolmaster at Poplar, and nominate some one for
that post next court day. Mr. Aboab to be notified that, unless he
pays his ten per cent by Friday next his contract will be put in suit.
A chest of wax from the Alphen® having been delivered to Christopher
Thomlinson instead of a chest of Chinaroots, some allowance is to be
made to him. The freight of the Eagle to be adjusted and settled with
her commander and owners. The Company's seal to be affixed to the
plea and demurrer to be exhibited to Mr. Mainston's bill of complaint
in Chancery.? (1'/, pp.)

THE COMPANY TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE NETHERLANDS EAST INDIA

COMPANY AT AMSTERDAM, JANUARY 23,1674 (Letter Book, vol. v, p. 91).

Acknowledge their letter of January 16, with the passport from the
Prince of Orange for the Eagle; in the latter they find that the ship's

! See 1671-3 volume.
2 Among the warrantsis onesigned for 3/. 75." to be made paid in cash*.
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lading has not been mentioned, and a proviso inserted which may
expose the vessel to inconvenience, therefore they return the passport
and desire that another, in conformity with those delivered to them
yesterday by Mr. Lucy from the States-General and the Dutch Com-
pany may be provided. They will obtain His Majesty's passport in
the same form for the Conwerre; it shall be ready, with one from them-
selves, and given to Mr. Lucy in afew days. As regards the books and
papers taken out of the Dutch ships, His Majesty's order has been
received, and those concerning ships® accounts have been delivered to
Mr. Lucy, and further inquiries shall be made for any others that may
have been embezzled. (J p.)

SIR JOHN BANKS TO LORD ARLINGTON, JANUARY 23, 1674 [Home
Miscellaneous, vol. xlii, p. 247).

The East India Company in April last presented to your Lordship
a paper of Articles humbly offered as necessary for the regulation and
advantage of their trade in India, to be considered at the Treaty, if
particulars should be brought to a conclusion at Cologne.! But, under-
standing by your Lordship that the Dutch insist upon commissioners
being sent over in three months' time after the Treaty to regulate the
trade, the Company humbly submit to His Majesty's pleasure therein.
This letter was presented to His Lordship the same night by Edwin, the
auditor. (I p.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 28,1674 (Court Book, vol. xxviii,
p. 380).

Coffee brought home in the Golden Fleece, Loyal Merchant, and Rain-
bow said to be damaged, to be examined, the commanders of the said
ships to be notified to be present when this is done. The Treasury
Committee to affix the Company's seal to the passport now read for the
Conwerre a vessel in the service of the Dutch East India Company, to
sail from Holland to Batavia and back. A report from the Shipping
Committee touching the agreement made with the owners of the Eagle
for a voyage to Indiais read, consisting of five articles, viz.: 1. The
Company to freight the Eagle for 500 tons, twenty men to every 100
tons, and allow 18/. 10s. for gross goods, and 21/. 10s. for fine goods,
over and above their encouragement of 20s. per ton for building three-
deck ships, (as sheis), to bring home such passengers as the Company,

! See 1671-3 volume, p. 226.
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their agents or factors shall order on the usual terms. 2. The ship to
beready to sail from Gravesend by March 1. 3. If any seamen belonging
to the said ship should happen to die before her return to England, the
full number of men agreed upon in charterparty shall be supplied by
the owners, if procurable, and brought to England at their own charge,
not at the Company's. 4. For every five tons of goods laden aboard the
said ship, over and above the 500 tons mentioned in charterparty, and
the five per cent allowed the owners and ship's company, the owners,
in lieu thereof, to bring one passenger free of passage from India, if the
Company's agents shall order the commander to receive such aboard.
5. The owners to be obliged to carry out and bring home half the ship's
kentledge in broken guns, etc., free of freight, and the Company in con-
sideration thereof to be obliged to dispatch the said ship in ninety days
after her arrival in India and the delivery of the Company's packet to
the Agent and Council there. The Court approve of this report and
order articles 3 and 4 to be inserted in the charterparties of all ships
that shall henceforth be freighted by the Company. Resolved that
60,000 dollars be sent in the Eagle for Bantam. Provision to be made
for forty passengers to be brought from Bantam in the Eagle, the
Shipping Committee to treat with the owners for them on such terms
as may be equal between the Company and them. The Bantam Com-
mittee to read the letters and advices from that factory, and consider
how much lead or other commaodities it is necessary to send there, what
should be written in answer to the said letters, and report. Captain
Prowd to take a survey of the Eagle. (1%, pp.)

WARRANT TO THE COMMISSIONERS OF PRIZES, JANUARY 28, 1674
(Public Record Office: SP. Bom., Entry Book, 26, f. 170).

To pay 100/. to Thomas Hawkes, merchant, for his services about
the East India prizes, and particularly in advancing their sale.

AT A COMMITTEE FOR BANTAM, JANUARY 28, 1674 (Court Book,
vol. XxxvA, p. 116).

It is resolved to offer to the Court as the opinion of the Committee
that the following bullion and goods should be provided and sent in the
Eagle to Bantam, viz.: 400 pigs of lead, 12 pieces of scarlet, 100 barrels
of gunpowder, 5 tuns of beer, 100 muskets, and 60,000 rials of eight.
The owners of the said ship to provide provisions for forty passengers
on the homeward passage. (J p.)
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 29,1674 (lbid., vol. xxviii, p. 382).

. The Company's sed to be affixed to their answer to Mr. Crane's bill
in Chancery and to their answer to Mr. Western's bill in the Exchequer.
A true statement of Mr. Crane's account to be given in, aso an account
of what caicoes from the King's prize ships, and how much pepper
belonging to His Majesty was offered for sde by the Company at the .
last court of sdes, (f p.)

THE COMPANY TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE NETHERLANDS EAST INDIA
COMPANY AT AMSTERDAM, JANUARY 30,1674 (Letter Book, vol. v, p. 91).

Enclose a passport from the King with one from themselves for the
Conwerre and desire them to send a passport from the Prince for the
Eagle, as speedily as possible. They also desire an order to the General
and Council at Batavia for the release of all English prisoners there,
or in any other Dutch factories. (Jp.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 2,1674 (Court Book, vol. xxviii,
p. 383).

The account of William Clough to be reported. Order is given for
the two following clauses to be inserted in the charterparty of the
Eagle, and in those of all other ships entertained by the Company,
viz.: 1. If any of the seamen belonging to the said ship shall die before
her return to England, the full number agreed upon in charterparty
shall be supplied by the owners and commander, if procurable, at those
places or factories in India where the ship shall take in her lading, and
in default of this the Company's President, Agent, or Chief of such
factories shall or may put on board such number of seamen or other
persons as shall make up the ship's complement, to be brought to
England at the owners' charge, not the Company's. 2. For every five
tons of goods laden in the said vessel, over and above the tonnage
mentioned in charterparty and the five per cent allowed the owners
and ship's company, the ownersin lieu thereof shall bring one passenger
free of passage from India, if the Company's Agent or factors shall
order the commander to receive such aboard. Captain Richard Goodlad
having in his last voyage to India taken out in the Mediterranean
Richard West as a passenger and left him at Bombay (contrary to his
covenant in charterparty), by which the ship's account is charged with
100Z., and the captain alleging that the President and Council had
detained West for the Company's service, and producing a copy of
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consultation to this effect, the Court order that West be sent home in
one of the ships now going out and that the Tool, charged to the owners
account remain in the Company's hands until West has returned, when
this business shall be further considered, also the claim made by the
supervisors to one-fourth part of the said 100Z. for the discovery, and
of the cost of West's passage from India. Commanders of ships having
formerly, for their own private advantage, permitted several disorderly
persons to sail in the Company's vessels for India, who have not been
at all useful, but rather very prejudicial by evil example, order is given
that in future no person except those really belonging to the ship's
company shall be suffered to go aboard or taken to India. A tankard
of the value of 10I. to be presented to Captain James Mariner, late
commander of the Rebecca, for his care and pains in taking the said
ship in her last voyage into the Ganges, and the Court direct that the
captain is to leave ajournal of his proceedings in that navigation with
the Secretary. Lead to be bought and sent aboard the Eagle. On a
motion as to whether the owners of the Coast ships returned last year
from India should contribute towards the charge of the convoy that
brought them into the Downs, the Shipping Committee are desired to
ascertain what gratuities were given to the commanders of the said
convoy, and report, (1%, pp.)

THREE ARTICLES SENT FROM THE PLENIPOTENTIARIESAT COLOGNE,
FEBRUARY 2, 1674 (Home Miscellaneous, vol. xlii, p. 248).

These Articles were delivered to Sir John Banks by Lord Arlington,
who desired that the Company would consider them and return their
opinion concerning them. 1. The first article deds with the English
and Dutch East India Companies having a full and free power here-
after of going and coming and of driving all manner of trade in the East
Indies with all territories, places, and peoples there. That there shall
be free access and passage to the factors' houses, and dwelling-places
of both parties, in any place or country throughout the Indies, or the
coasts of Africa, that are already or shall hereafter be built; as well as
to their factors and negotiators wherever they have settled. That it
shall not be lawful to build or set up castles or fortresses of any kind
upon the rivers, or the ways leading to them, by which the liberty of
trading with the said factors or dwelling-places may be hindered or
stopped, and if some are already built they shall be demolished by
virtue of this treaty. 2. That whenever one of the two parties shall be
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at war in the said countries against any people of those countries, no
city, castle, or estate shall be esteemed or reputed besieged or compassed-
about with the forces of the parties engaged in the war so that under
that pretence the other party (being in peace or neutrality) shall be
shut off from commerce or communication with the said place besieged,
unless it is known that such city or place is so besieged, compassed, or
straitened on all sides, as well by land as by seg, that all entrances are
stopped or shut up to all commerce because of the strict watch and
forces. 3. That neither His Majesty nor the States-General, or the
subjects of either, also neither of the said Companies shall make any
alliance or contract with any Prince or people amongst those bornin the
aforesaid countries by which they may pretend that the other Company
or the subjects of the other party are excluded or shut out, so that they
may not live with the same Prince or people and dwell there with full
liberty of trading and trafficking in any kind of merchandise and fruits.
It shall also be unlawful hereafter for either or both Companies to make
a covenant with the people of the said countries or require from them
the whole species of any merchandise or fruits, that so the other party
shall be hindered or excluded from bargaining or buying merchandise
or fruits of the same kind; any such contract made or to be made shall
be void and of no effect by virtue of this instrument. For the other
articles, about the liberty and security of trading and sailing, as they
require a longer examination than can be given at this time, and, as
it isvery important that all these should be brought to certain condi-
tions and reduced to ajust and perfect treaty of commerce, to keep and
maintain a perpetual peace and friendship between the subjects of both
parties, it is agreed that certain Commissioners shall, after this peace
is concluded, be named on both sides and meet in London within the
space of {blank) from the day of ratification of this treaty. These Com-
missionersto bring to termsof justice and equity those things they shall
think fit for the good of a more free and secure trading and sailing, and
determine them by the most exact and certain instruments that can be
of the mutual convention. Annexed is a copy of three Articles (in Latin)
which were to have been presented to Lord Arlington and Secretary Coventry,
but the Governor saw reason not to deliver them. (3 pp.)

AT A COMMITTEE FOR BUYING GOODS, FEBRUARY 5, 1674 (Court
Book, vol. xxvA, p. 115).

A list of goods that are to .be shipped in the Lancaster, Falcon, and
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Phoenix, viz.: ten bags of cochineal, ten tons of tin, 353 bales of piece-
goods, and 313 of perpetuanoes, shalloones, and serges. (1 p.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 6,1674 (Court Book, vol. xxviii,
p. 385).

Thomas Martin to be permitted to transfer his adventure of 1000/.
to Daniel Rawlinson, and the bond of Mr. Martin, Robert and Peter
Cooke to be put in suit, in accordance with a report now read and
approved. The owners of the Surat Merchant to be paid in full for her
freight and demurrage. Philip Grave is admitted to the freedom by
redemption. A representation from the commander of the Golden
Fleece touching victuals provided for forty-five soldiers, whereas only
fifteen were shipped, also about some dust of pepper, damaged coffee
and olibanum, isreferred to the Committee for Private Trade for settle-
ment. The Court, being told that several owners of ships are willing
to have their vesses in readiness for the Company's service if given
encouragement to do so, decide to consider about it next Wednesday.

(1t pp.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY |1, 1674 (lbid.,, p. 386).

Upon report of the peace concluded with the Dutch, amotion ismade
to consider how best to carry on the Company's trade in India. Itis
proposed to send four ships to the Coast and Bay, one of them to pro-
ceed from thence to the South Seas, four to Surat, and four or five to
Bantam. The Lancaster, Phoenix, Falcon, Eagle, and Loyal Merchant,
being already entertained and preparing for service, besides the Advice
Pinnace at Plymouth, and it being thought convenient that two vessels
should be dispatched immediately for the Bay and the rest as soon as
possible, it is referred to the Shipping Committee to decide the number
to be sent to each factory, and to entertain the fittest and those that
will be soonest ready, having especia regard to those built purposely for
the Company's service and to those that have been already employed by
them, and in agreeing about the freighting to enjoin the ownersto com-
ply punctually with the time limited for their departure from Gravesend.
The said Committee are also to decide upon the cargoes to be provided,
both bullion and goods, and to inform the Treasury Committee and the
Committee for Buying Goods, who areto provideaccordingly. Meetings
to be held daily by the Shipping Committee to debate and agree upon
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all that shall conduce to the speedy dispatch of the said vessds so that
the season of the year may be taken advantage of for the interest of
the Company. Some attempt to rob the African House having been,
made last night between seven and nine o'clock, and seven quilts found
to be missing from the warehouse, directions are given for all ware-
houses to be inspected and the watch to be set earlier where there
appears to be cause. The stay of the Advice Pinnace at Plymouth until
further order is approved. The petitions of William Witty, Elizabeth
Gargen, and Richard Swallow, who came from St. Helena, are referred,
to the Shipping Committee. A report of the number of calicoes, etc.,
and the amount of pepper taken out of the four Dutch prizes,* entered
at the Customhouse and upon which custom was paid, is given in, and
the Governor or Deputy is desired to speak with Sir Robert Southwell
and procure from the Commissioners for Prizes a certificate to the Lord
Treasurer, that His Lordship'swarrant may be obtained by the officers
of the customs for allowance of the half-subsidy, and additional duty
to the exporters upon exportation of the said goods within twenty-four
months after importation, as provided for in the articles made between
the Commissioners for Prizes and the Company. The owners of the
Loyal Merchant presenting Captain Robert Martin to command her, the
Court approve. Sir Robert Clayton to be given 19/. 3s. \d. for his pains
and care in a particular service for the Company. A satisfactory report
of the learning and good conversation of Nathaniel Atkinson being
received, he is elected schoolmaster at Poplar at a salary of 20/. a year,
and to have the use of the house and grounds enjoyed by his prede-
cessor. A gratuity of 40/. to be given to the two children of the late
Captain John Privet, who was killed in the Assistance at the retaking
of St. Helena, the said sum to remain in the Company's hands for the
use of the children until they come of age or are married, or until it
can be satisfactorily disposed of for their advancement; in the meantime
interest at the rate of five per cent on the said money is to be paid to
the children's mother, Mrs. Jane Privet. The following gratuities are
also to be given: the sum of 20/. to Parnel Cowes whose husband,
master in the Assistance, waskilled; 15/. to the wife of William Farrow,
chief mate in that ship, who was also killed; and 10/. to the gunner,
who was wounded in the same service. A satisfactory report is received
of the qualifications of Joshua Darley, recommended to be a chaplain
in India, and heis chosen for that service at a salary of 50/. per annum
! See 1671-3 volume, p. 280.
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with 50/. gratuity, if found to deserve the same, payment to begin at
his going abroad; he is also to be given 20Z. for fresh provisions and
other necessaries for the voyage. The owners of the Rebecca to be paid
for freight and demurrage. The Committee for Buying Goods to see
that all cloth sent to Indiaiswell dried and well packed, as great com-
plaints have been received of cloth having been sent spotted and
damaged. Order is given for arule to be prepared for the tonnage of
cloth brought from the Coast, that the same may be equal between the
Company and the shipowners. Payment of the sum of 27/. charged to
the account of the Mediterranean for damaged broadcloth to be deferred
until the return of Mr. West, as Captain Goodlad alleges that the said
damage was adjusted by the President and Council at Surat and made
good by him there. (3 pp.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY |1, 1674 [AFTERNOON] (Court
Book, vol. xxviii, p. 390.)

After some debate about the number of ships to be sent this year to
the Indies, the Court resolve to entertain eight vessels, in addition to
the four already freighted and the Advice Pinnace, and on reading the
list of those built for the Company's service and of those that have been
already employed, decide on the Loyal Merchant, Golden Fleece, Mary,
Johanna, Rainbow, Expectation, Surat Merchant, and Berkeley Castle
at the freights allowed in time of peace, viz.: 18/. 10s. for gruff goods,
and 21/. 10s. for fine, and that they be disposed of as follows: for the
Coast and Bay, the Loyal Merchant, Phoenix, Lancaster, and Advice]
for Surat, the Falcon, Golden Fleece, Mary, and Rainbow; the first five
to leave Gravesend by February 25, the three last named by March 18.
For Bantam, the Eagle, Johanna, Expectation, Surat Merchant, and
Berkeley Castle, these to sail by March 1. The commanders are in-
formed of the time limited for their departure from Gravesend and the
necessity of their keeping to it; and are desired to sea their charter-
parties at once; these contain the additional clauses and prohibitions
agreed upon since 1670. They are also told that the ships for Surat and
the two smallest of those designed for Bantam are to carry half kent-
ledge. It is resolved to send stock to the value of 90,000/. in bullion
and goods by this year's shipping to the Coast and Bay. Some hoys
to be employed to take out of the Loyal Merchant the St. Helena pro-
visions, and such goods from the Lancaster and Phoenix as are not
proper for the Coast and Bay, this to be done as quickly as possible.
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Bullion and goods to be laden in the said three vessels. A survey to be
taken of all shipsnow entertained, commencing with those to be sent to
the Coast and Bay. Captain Brookhaven to report whether the Johanna
or Expectation is fitter to touch at St. Helena, and to give in alist of
those persons who are entertained to go there. The Shipping Com-
mittee to ascertain and report the number of writers necessary to be

sent this year to India, (1%, pp.)

AT A COMMITTEE FOR BUYING GOODS AND SHIPPING, FEBRUARY 12,
1674 {Ibid., vol. xxvA, p. 117).

Captain Prowd is ordered to take effectual care that the severa stores
and goods aboard the Loyal Merchant for St. Helena are speedily un-
laden and landed at Erith. That the iron ordnance is taken out of the
Phoenix and Lancaster and what is convenient put in the Falcon, the
remainder to be landed ' where hee sees cause’, and do the samewith the
cordage and other goods, except the lead and coal which are to remain
aboard. Sambrooke is to view Mr. Finch's coral and give an account
of it to the Committee. The Auditor to send his ten cases of quick-
silver to the Husband to be packed, five for the Coast and fivefor Surat.
On reading the advices received from the Coast and Bay of goods desired
there, aso of what were sent last year, the Committee give a list of
goods, etc., that should be at once provided and dispatched; it includes
piece-goods, lead, quicksilver, coal, copper, brimstone, bullion, ordnance
powder, tar, pitch, flint stones, chalk, steel, lanterns, and belts for
soldiers. (2 pp.)

AT A MEETING OF THE SHIPPING COMMITTEE, FEBRUARY 13, 1674
(Ibid., p. 119).

Captain Johnson being examined as to severa informations given in
against him, replied: That he had twenty-four guns mounted and clear
[sic] when he cameto St. Helena, besides those in the hold not mounted.
His ship being new, and fearing bad weather (which they had) he did
not know whether she might want stiffening, but he could have made
use of all his guns had he met with an enemy, and by charterparty they
were only obliged to carry twenty-four guns. Six of the guns were
stowed near the hatchway, and he only took out about ten or twelve
tons of pepper to get to them. That when at sea he can make use of
his whole number of guns (30), if the weather is not bad, as well as any
other two-decked ship that goes to India. His provisions were good,

4080
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and his men had as much as any other ship's company, and made no
complaint and several of them desire to go with him again. He did not
know that his gunner was on the rocks, and sent his boat twice to fetch
off what men she could bring away, and afterwards the sea was so high
that he could not send the boat any more without danger to her and
thelivesof themeninher. Hedid not give Captain Medford any advice
to leave the island, to the best of his knowledge. On the whole, the
Committee opine that he should be admonished by the Court for his
high and imperious carriage to his men, as contrary to the practice of
the commanders employed in the Company's service. Messrs. Boone
and Andrews to ascertain the ability of those at the Fort who are fit
to succeed Sir William Langhorne there, in case of his death, and report
to the Court. Resolved that this Committee inform the Court they
opine, that no more writers should be sent out this year to Surat, the
Coast or Bay, that six writers should be entertained for Bantam, and,
at the request of L ord Berkeley, that the son of Dr. West be considered
as one of these. The Committee entreat the Governor to pray the King
for a letter to the Prince of Orange that, as the Peace is not to take
place until eight months after publication beyond the line, and it being
disputed whether the places to which the Company's ships are sent are
beyond the line or not, His Majesty and the States-General would be
pleased to grant passes to the twelve following ships, viz.: the Loyal
Merchant, Phoenix, Lancaster, Advice, Falcon, Golden Fleece, Mary,
Rainbow, Johanna, Expectation, Surat Merchant, and Berkeley Castle,
as they will beready to sail for the Indiesin afew days. And that His
Majesty would likewise grant the Dutch East India Company similar
passes for such ships as they shall desire, and so prevent misunderstand-
ings that may otherwise arise by the actions of any of the commanders
or others in the service of either Company, (if pp.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 13,1674 [Court Book, vol. xxviii,
P- 391).

The proposal of John Banks to sell Swedish copper plates to the
Company is accepted. Joshua Darley, chaplain, to be paid his salary
of 50/. per annum in the Bay, but the gratuity of 50Z. accorded him to
be paid here to some person legally authorized to receive it. James
Mauroisis admitted to the freedom by redemption. Hamond's bill for
glazing done in the Company's house to be examined. The Shipping
Committee to examine all petitions for sending goods to Indiain the
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ships now to be dispatched there, and report how many are fit to be
granted. Captain Brookhaven is desired to se that the Surat goods
aboard the Lancaster and Phoenix, and the St. Helena provisions in the
Loyal Merchant, are taken out of those vessels; he is dso to obtain an
account from their commanders and from the commanders of all the
outward-bound ships of all that concerns their vessdls, as getting their
men and provisions aboard, etc., and to hasten their dispatch to and
from Gravesend by the time limited; likewise to notify the Husband
from time to time to lade the Company's goods, and do everything to
further the speedy departure of the said ships and if any obstruction
occurs he is to acquaint the Court, and all persons concerned in the
above matters are to obey any directions he shall give. The Captain
is aso to s¢ that the fifty soldiers and the stores of ammunition, etc.,
designed for Fort St. George are put aboard the ships bound for the
Coast, and the usual accommodation provided for the men. The Surat
Committee to meet to consider the salaries of factors and writers in
India. Harbert is directed to perfect the accounts of all ships arrived
from India, and give them in as soon as possible to the Committee for
Private Trade. The petition of Mathias Vincent to be examined. A
report is read from the Shipping Committee touching the value of
stock to be sent to the Coast and Bay, and giving a list of goods and
stores to be provided and shipped aboard the three vessels designed for
those parts. They opine that the stock for the Coast and Bay should be
augmented to 100,000/. in bullion, in addition to the said goods, etc.,
viz.: 50,000/. for Fort St. George, 30,000/. for the Bay, and 20,000/. for
Masulipatam, provided the Company's affairs are settled there, so that
this may be done with security. They aso think that the Chief and
Council in the Bay should be given liberty to take up 20,000/. per
exchange, or as much more as they can, provided it can be invested in
raw silk, like that ordered by the Advice and returned in these ships,
and aso to take up an additional 10,000/. to be invested in silk and
taffetas for the following year. Of all this the Court approve, and refer
it to the Treasury Committee and to the Committee for Buying Goods
to provide the bullion and merchandise mentioned and give directions
for it to be shipped in such proportions as they deem fit. With regard
to the stores proposed to be sent to the Fort, the Shipping Committee
are to ascertain what was sent there last year, and provide only what
is necessary and can be soonest got ready, and see it shipped. The
Court declare that if Mr. Lethurlier's correspondent will supply the
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Agent and Council at the Fort or the Chief and Council at the Bay with
money not exceeding 20,000/., at the rate of 25. 6d. the rupee or under,
as can be agreed upon, anyone tendering money in Mr. Lethulier's name
shall have the preference of the Company's bills of exchange, which
shall be accepted and paid, provided they supply the said money timely
and on as reasonable terms as others; care to be taken that letters of
advice be had from the drawers to accompany the said bills. The owners
of the European to be paid 12/. 12s. for head-money to the surgeon for
eighty-four passengers (at 3s. a head, according to contract) who are
going to St. Helena, and the assignee of Thomas Styles, surgeon in the
John and Alexander, to be paid head-money for thirty-five passengers
going to that island. Mr. Breton and other owners of the Loyal Subject
representing that the ship has been in the Company's service ever since
she was built and is still quite fit, and requesting that she may be
entertained again, they are told that she shall be as soon as thereis
occasion for her. The following vessds are aso tendered for service:
the Unicorn, Barnardiston, and the two new three-deck vessdls now
being built at Wivenhoe and Woodbridge; promise is given that these
shall be entertained in turn when the Company need them. (4 pp.)

AN ADDITIONAL ARTICLE PROPOSED, FEBRUARY 13, 1674 (Home
Miscellaneous, vol. xlii, p. 251).

Whereas by the 7th Article of the Peace concluded July 31, 1667, it
is agreed that all ships, merchandise, and other moveables which may
chanceto fall into either party's hands after the conclusion of the Peace,
and before the several days and times therein expressed, shall be and
remain unto the possessors, without any exception or further distinc-
tion of time or place, or any regard had to the making of restitution or
compensation: yet nevertheless it being intended at the present treaty,
that the Peace should commence in all places so soon as it can be made
known; it is further agreed and declared that all ships producing a
notification from (blank) of the Peace shall by virtuethereof be permitted
to pass and repass out and home with her men, goods, and lading to
the several places and ports unto which they are or shall be bound,
without any manner of molestation or hindrance whatsoever. (Jp.)

AT A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE, FEBRUARY 14, 1674 (Court Book,
vol. xxvA, p. 121).
In accordance with an order of Court they have considered the letters
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and advices from the Coast and Bay touching goods desired and those
sent last year, and are of opinion that the several goods and stores
mentioned in the annexed paper should be at once provided and shipped
in the three vessds designed for those parts. That the stock for the
Coast and Bay should be augmented to 100,000/. in bullion, besides
the said goods, viz.: 50,000/. for the Fort, 30,000/. for the Bay, and
20,000/. for Masulipatam, if the Company's affairs are settled there
and it may be done with security. That liberty be given to the Chief
and Council in the Bay to take up 20,000/. by exchange, or what more
they can, provided they can invest it in raw silk such as the Company
have ordered by the Advice, and return it by these ships; and that
they take up 10,000/. more than what they shall invest and return
it by these ships for investment in silk and taffetas for the following
year. They have aso considered the petition of Mrs. Erning, and upon
examination they find that the silk sent by Mr. Vincent in the Rebecca
is white, such as has usually been mixed amongst the Company's
ordinary silk from Kasimbuzar, and from this silk the Committee
think the white has been taken, so not being China silk it should
remain charged in the account as it stands already and as others have

paid. (1p.)

GOODS FOR THE COAST AND BAY, FEBRUARY, 1674 (lbid., p. 122).

In the Loyal Merchant for the Fort: 4 tons of copper, 5 tons of brim-
stone, 2 chests of quicksilver, 1 bale of shalloones containing twenty-
five pieces, 5 tons of Japan copper. In the Phoenix for Bombay: 27 bales
of broadcloth, 4 tons of copper, 5 tons of brimstone, 2 chests of quick-
silver. In the Lancaster for the Bay: 27 bales of broadcloth, 5 tons of
copper, 5 tons of brimstone and 2 chests of quicksilver. Resolved that
the following ships be disposed of to the respective factories: For the
Coast and Bay: the Loyal Merchant, Captain Robert Martin, Phoenix,
Captain William Wildee, Lancaster, Captain Richard Goodlad, and the
Advice, Captain William Guyach. For Surat: the Falcon, Captain
John Stafford, Golden Fleece, Captain John Pearce, Mary, Captain
Matthew Crover, Rainbow, Captain Richard Goodlad. For Bantam:
Eagle, Captain James Bonnell, Johanna, Captain Hopefor Bendall,
Expectation, Captain John Whittey, Surat Merchant, Captain Francis
Johnson, Berkeley Castle, Captain Robert Fisher. (if pp.) In the three
pages following is given a detailed list of stores, etc., to be shipped in the
abovevessels.
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 18,1674 {Court Book, vol. xxviii,
p. 396).

Petitions of young men desiring to be entertained aswritersfor India
to be considered. Directions {o sail to the Bay to be given to the Lan-
caster and Phoenix, and to the Johanna to touch in her voyage to
Bantam at St. Helena and land such goods and passengers as are de-
signed for that island. The Expectation to go to the Coast and Bantam,
and Captain Brookhaven to see that a survey is taken of her and every
endeavour used to forward her dispatch. The Committee for Writing
Letters to consider what goods it is necessary to write for to be sent
home by this year's shipping, over and above those already advised,
also what is fit to be prepared for next year. The sum of one thousand
pounds is accepted from Christopher Hatton to remain at interest in
the Company's cash as security for the faithful performance of his
employment as factor in the Company's service. Consideration to be
had of what security isfit to be taken for Mr. Cholmley. Certain Com-
mittees to ascertain what books have been sent to the Bay, and if
none, to prepare a list of those necessary, with their value, to be sent
with Mr. Darley. Mr. Darley requesting that the son of Mr. Hilton
may be permitted to attend him in the Bay, the matter is referred for
informationastothequalificationsof Mr. Hilton, Junior. Mrs. Tutchin
and her maid to be allowed free passage in one of the Company's ships
for the Coast and Bay, and Mrs. Woodruffe to be permitted to go at
her own charge. The demands of the owners of the three ships first
taken up for Surat touching the extraordinary charges disbursed in
refitting them are referred to the Shipping Committee to adjust. No
stated damages to be charged to the account of any one for cardamoms
returned in last year's shipping, and no alterations made in charter-
parties or factors covenants concerning goods or merchandise for this
year. The desire of the owners of the Satisfaction touching her demur-
rage in the West Country to be considered. Richard Normancel is
admitted to the freedom by redemption. Mr. Greenhill to be permitted
to read letters written by his father, Agent Greenhill, to the Company,
or by the Company to him. Sir Edward Winter requesting to have
copies of articles and letters in the Company's possession necessary for
his defence, Edwyn is directed to cause these to be transcribed at Sir
Edward's charge, provided the latter supplies the Company with copies
of such of his books and writings as the Court shall desire: this he pro-
mises to do. Leave is granted to Mrs. Mohun, Captain Colborn, Sir
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Edward Winter, and Mr. Gould to ship out the several goods mentioned
in the papers now read. The petition of Captain Roger Severn is
referred for consideration. The daughter of George Robinson to be
allowed free passage in one of the ships bound for Bombay. Requests
for transportation of women or other persons to Bombay who are
" sober and of civil conversation' are referred to the Shipping Committee
to decide the number fit to be sent this year. Captain Brookhaven to
confer with Captain Prowd and other able mariners about the naviga-
tion of the vessd bound for the Coast and Bay, that full instructions
may be given to the commander and mates to secure their timely
passage into the Bay. (2%, pp.)

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 19, 1674 (lbid., p. 398).

Mr. Tillard's account to be reported and consideration had of what
gratuities he has been given for his care and pains in the service, and
what further allowance is fit to be made to him for his encouragement,
and order is given for a bill of exchange drawn by him, payable to Sir
John Frederick and Company, to be accepted and paid. Certain Com-
mittees to consider what allowance is fit to be made to Captains Prowd,
Wildy, Martin, and Bonneel, and to Mr. Ely, for services connected
with His Majesty's prize ships. Petitions from Joseph Allen, Elizabeth
Gargon, Margaret Witty, Richard Harding, and others, who came from
St. Helena, are referred to the Shipping Committee, to act therein as
they se fit. The said Committee are aso to consider the proposal of
the owners of the Johanna about a boat to be sent in that ship to help
and hasten the unlading of goods at St. Helena, and to be left there for
the use of the island. The Treasury Committee to take up such money
at interest as there is occasion for, without any obligation for the Com-
pany to keep it longer than April next. Resolved to hold a court of
sdes on April 7 next, the Committees of the several warehouses to
present alist of goods suitable to be offered for sale with all convenient
speed. A report touching the account of William Clough, late Second
at Jambi, is read and referred back to the Treasury Committee for
further consideration. The Committee for Private Trade give in a
report touching two indulgences to be allowed to all the Company's
factors, commanders, mariners, and owners of ships, viz.: that at their
going out they may freely export all or any of the commodities
not particularly prohibited by their charterparties or indentures of
covenants, also amber, provided they register these with the Secretary
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and obtain histicket for their shipment; that on theirreturn to England
they may bring home their estate in certain commodities (alist is given)
and lade them in any of the Company's ships, paying the same freight
as is paid that year by the Company, but they must not exceed the
following proportions, viz.: five tons to be allowed to the President or
Agent at Surat, Fort St. George, and Bantam; three tons to the Chief
at Persig, the Bay, Masulipatam, Macassar, Japan, Formosa, and Ton-
quin, the Deputy at Bombay, and the Second at Surat, Fort St. George,
and Bantam; two tons to all others of Council or to those belonging
to any of the said places; and one ton to all factors not of Council,
provided the said goods are duly registered in the factories where the
owners have served, in a book appointed to be kept for that purpose,
and a certificate thereof transmitted to the Company by the Agent or
Chief of the place from whence they come, and that the said goods are
brought to the Company's warehouse in London: that they may send
home certain goods and jewels (a list is given) during their stay in
India, provided these are duly registered as aforesaid, and not laden in
the Company's ships, permission money to be paid for fine goods accord-
ing torule. Freeliberty isaso granted to the said factors to trade from
place to place in India in every commodity of the country but those
now excepted (a list is given), and this must be done with their own
stock not with the Company's, a register to be entered in the books
appointed to be kept in each factory of the quantity of such trade, to
and from what places, and in what vessds it is conveyed. The Chief
of every factory to send atranscript yearly of such registers to England.
Certain commodities (alist is given) not to be sent to Japan, and copper
is forbidden to be brought from that country. If any of the Company's
factors or servants abuse the said liberty, or use any of the Company's
money, or estate, or ships for their own private account, or trade to or
from the South Sess not hereby permitted, or neglect to register their
goods, etc., they are to expect no advantage or benefit, but will have
to pay the full damages mentioned in their indentures of covenants as
if this indulgence had never been granted. All are to take notice of the
foregoing, as former orders for indulgence are hereby revoked and made
void. At their going out all owners, commanders, and seamen may
freely export commodities not particularly prohibited in their charter-
parties, aso amber; provided they register these with the Secretary
and have from him a ticket and licence to the Husband to ship them,
but they must not exceed five tons in all, and upon return to England
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they may bring the commodities now mentioned (alist is given) or any
others not prohibited, provided they bring them into the Company's
warehouse and do not exceed five per cent in tonnage, according to
charterparty. They are aso to note that all commodities made of
calico or cotton wool above \ yard wide and 1 yard long (neckcloths
excepted) brought home in the Company's ships must be reduced to
pieces of calico and the stated damages paid accordingly. Mrs. Ennys
to be allowed to export certain goods mentioned in a paper now read,
not exceeding \\ tons, to Mr. Vincent in the Bay; and Mrs. Sayon to
be allowed to export ten dozen quart bottles of Canary to her son at the
Coast. {4', pp.)

ROYAL WARRANT TO TREASURER LATIMER, FEBRUARY 19, 1674
(Public Record Office: King's Warrant Book I 11, p. 466).

To licence and permit Edward Backwell to export, custom free,
40,000/. in silver and gold already coined in the Mint being to supply
and improve our merchants' trade to East India, and in regard said
Backwell has formerly brought great quantities of gold and silver to
the Mint, which by law he might have exported custom freg, and in
regard he engages in a bond of 10,000/. penalty to bring to the Mint
to be coined there a greater quantity, viz. 60,000/. of silver and gold
than he shall now export and that within six months' time.

A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 20,1674 (Court Book, vol, xxviii,

P. 403).

On a motion by Lord Berkeley, order is given for the petition and
proposals of Signor Gomes Rodrigues to be further considered next
Monday. A list of books desired for Masulipatam factory is presented,
and certain Committees are requested to ascertain what books have
already been sent there and to Fort St. George, and report whether
they think those mentioned in the list are necessary. A catalogue from
Mr. Darley of books necessary to be sent as a library to the Bay, is
read, and order given f