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* INVITATIONS. 2,
Invitations form a very important portion indeed of the art
of entertaining. Want.of their proper wording and arrange-

ment is unpardonable breach of etiquette and thercfore to have
a correct knowledge of this piece of politeness is indispensable.

Invitations are of wvarious kinds.  Formal invitations
are generally conveyed by printed cards.
For Balls or Evening parties these are worded as fol-

lows :—
THE MAHARAJA OF CHARKHARI 6]
requests the pleasure of
Mgr, axp Mes. F. H. Brown’s
company at a Ball (or an Evening Party)
on Saturday, December 15th,
L) 2N veesns0’clock,
CHARKHARI
! R.S. V. P.

November 23rd, 1900.

All this is printed except the name of the guest or guests.
It should be remembered that “Hon’ble ”” is a word that never,
under any circumstances whatsdever, ought to appear upon a card,
(whether visiting or invitation). The Hon’ble Mrs, Green appears
simply as “Mrs. Green” on the card, though the envelope which
contains the card is addressed to the Hon’ble ¢ Mrs. Green.”
However other titles like * Sir” and “ Lady "’ do appear upon in-
vitation cards.

The letters “ R. S. V. P.”” as has alrcady been explained in the
text (3¢ &a=ie 54%0) mean Repondez s'il vous plait, which is French
for “answer if you please.” These are printed at the lower right-

* [n making usc of any of the invitation forms given in the Appendix the text should
always be consulted,
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hand corner of the card. But it is to be remembered that they are
only used when it is nccessary to ascertain, or have some idea,
of the approximate number of guests invitel, When the invita
tion cards are sent with the letters “R. S. V. P.” upon them,
they should be answered immediately, but when the cards are
without them, it is unnecessary toreply, unless the recipient is
quite certain that it will not he in his power to attend, in which
case it is courteous to answer at once stating the fact briefly.

If the Ball (or the Evening Party) is to take place at some
public building, the name of the building should be added thus :—
THE RAJA AND RANL RAMPAL SINHA OF RAMPUR, (2)

Reqnest the pleasure of
eveeeeennn.'8
Company to Ball and Dinuer
on Monday, Febraary 3rd, at the Municipal Iull,

Bela Partabgarh,

Great Lastery Horer,

R.S. V.P.

ALLAIIABAD.

If the Dall or Party is given in honor of some distincuished

y 188 g
personagze, as a Royal Prinee, the words “To have the honor of
meeting [ K. H. the Duke of Connanght” or whatever it may

be, should be printel at the top of the card, thus : —

TO0 HAVE TIE HONOR 0F MEZIING ®)

HIS ROYAL HIGHUNESS PRINCE ALBERT VICTOR,

Tur Tarvenars or Ouni,
Reqguest the honor of

?

e 8
company at the Kaizar Dagh Baradari,
at 9-30 p. m., on Saturday, the 18th January 1890,

Fire WORKS, ILLUMINATION AND REFRESUMENTS,

g This Ticket is to be shown at the Daradari steps,
—_—0:
If the entertainment is not on a grand and formal geale the
invitation should be issued on At Home Cards of a smaller size,
the monogram or crest being retained if desived, (but the linglish
Gentlemen seldom use a monogram or a crest upon a card), The
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words “Dancing,” “Music,” * Private Theatricals,” &c., according
to the nature of the entertainment, ave added in the lower right-
hand corner, and the letters R. 8. V. P. are placed below them.®
The name of the gucst or guests is written at the top of the card.

Thus :—

Mr. J. WILKINSON. (4)
BABU ROMAISH CITANDRA DATTA
At Hewmg

Saturday, August 4th,

at 9 o'clock,
Music,

56, Wellesly Street. kS V.P

s ¢ ()? e

Invitations to Dinner Fartics.
(Jor axio L;i\"(p )

Informal notes are rarcly used for reception or any similar
entertainments, but for dinners they are not uncommon between
intimate friends. “In Anglo-Indian Socicty, invitations to dinner-
parties are usually made by letters, written by the h:».'\*tcss, to
whom, even if the invitation be written by the host, the answer
should always be addressed.” Such an invitation would run
thus :—

DEear Mgs.......... (5)

Will you and your hushand give us the pleasure of your
company at Dinner on I'riday, December 28, at 8 o’clock.

7 .
DiLkusa, Yours sincerely,

Saturday mm——
Beply— Accepting.
Drar Mrs. M. ULra, (6)
My husband and I have much pleasure in accepting your
kind invitation to dinner on I riday, December 28.

f .
Hore ViLLa, Yours sincerely,

Saturdoy——

1 *Or they may be omitted since answers are often not required to invitations of this kind.
. 14 is also unuecessary to append the letters to invitations to Mectings, Prize Distributions, etc,
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Reply— Declining.
DEar Mgrs,—— Py g (7)

My husband and I much regret that a previous engagement
prevents us from accepting your kind invitation to dinner on
Friday.

Horx Viira, } Yours sincerely,

Saturda yp——

L ]

Another form.

DEar Mr. Az1z, (8)
Will you give us the pleasure of your company at Dinner on
Monday next, the 31st instant, at half-past seven.

> .
19, GARDEN Rom,} Yours sincerely,

Friday

Dear Mgs.— 9
I shall be very pleased to dine with you on Monday next;
or, Many thanks for your kind invitation. I shall be very

pleased

With kind regards.
 DILEUSHA, I am yours truly,
Saturday A. AZIZ.

Formal Invitations.

The ahove forms are generally used among friends but invi-
tations to dinners, &c., are frequently used in complementary
forms of which a few specimens are given below. In cases
where the ladyof the house mixes in European Society, the
names of both the host and hostess should figure on the invitation
card, otherwise, the name of the host alone is sufficient.

Nos. 6 & 7 are not meant where the lady of the house does not mixin KEuropean,
’Oci.t’. See NO. %
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(10
Mr. and Mrs. (or, Mr. Babu, Pandit, Nawab, or Munsh)i

as the case may be) present (or presents) their (or his) compli-
ments or kind regards to Mr.and Mrs,—————and request (or
requests) the pleasure of their company at dinner on Friday next,

the 28th instant, at seven o’clock.

CHAWRANGI ¢ } R.S. V. P
Saturday, December 22.

Reply— Accepting. (11)

Mr. and Mrs. (or Mr. Babu, Nawab, &c.) present (or

presents) their (or his) compliments to Mr. and  Mrs, ———,

and accept (or accepts) with much pleasure their kind invitation
to dinner on Friday next, the 28th 1nstant.

CrArBAGH : }
Saturday, December 23rd.

Reply—-Declining. (12)

Mr. and Mrs. (Mr., Babu, Munshi, &c.) much regret (or

regrets) that, owing to a previous engagement they are (or he is)

unable to accept, &c., &c.

-

~

Formal Urdu Note of Invitation. (13)
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w}ﬁd 6‘)}!&24 =y L._J’§ . (14)
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But on formal occasions printed cards are almost invarisbly
used ; and “Indian gentlemen, givineg formal dinners to  Euro-
peans will find it best to usc such cards since they are more
ceremonious.”

PRINCE MIR/PA BEDARBARHT BAHADUR (16)

requests the pleasure (or honor) of

y

Mri, axn Mes,

company at dinner,
on Monday, December 31st,
at 8 o'clock.

The address should be in the lower left hand corner and the
letters “R. S. V. P.”” in the right hand corner.

It may be added that when the daughters are invited
their names are written on the same invitation card as those

P 5 -l Fluln B Jlenia) (@ gbe wyleyd T 2 Bp o 3 Jory 8y o opel ®

wib By o cody W Syfye ”f’b‘; - @ g yed ple 6 A3 Ol C o S pud

wlfy &S g SR gyl @ Bememw U253 s Dlyaty i o) dale Layl g5l
—le Ugll S 852 Kl lyr i Ll 25y
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of their father and mother, but if the sons are invited, each of
them should receive a separate card. In the former case the
names are written thus :—

¢ Mr, and Mrs. Clarke and Miss Clarke’s company.” If the
word ‘ Misses” is added in the invitation, it is always under-
stood, that however many sisters there may be “ out ” only two
are to avail themselves of it.

For the answer to No. 16 See Nos, 11 and 12,

If Indian courtesy be obscrved a letter may be sent in an-
swer to invitation expressing your thankfulness and acceptance
‘or refusal in clear words leaving no room for doubt as to whether
you have accepted the invitation or not.

It needs scarcely be eaid that invitation to dinner should
always be enclosed in an envelope, even if left by a servant, or
that a fancy which possesses some persons that invitations may
be sent on post cards is entirely erroncous. It is not a fine
taste to let the envelopes containing invitation cards re nain
open like those in which some people send Christmas cards to

gave extra postage.

0
Urdu printed card-Formal invitation.
556 Lyl by (17)

*-———L:JL\::- L...S‘li}ﬁ'u CIPREST
My Obia

1A \}J'Ja.o \_.(J.o.nul,a») ¥l ¥ t\)\w & UJA lJ;f }'C t—UO’ \J

1 }b_u.sb yyE sl ody s ey s L axen py elael &uw Q‘)J*A
_— Jof‘.),a ylas] it g.sujw} 6x§aJ§uL-.~..g_,q.cA§)”_w~]n§x)4

— i(»).o o0 oS U’XANL,))’ eyt Joso 8 }SLAJJ Iyl (»»] '
30 Y K]
t.kaOJ OO ,)J . i
GARDEN PARTIES.
([oo O é«.{;‘))
Cards for the Garden Parties are of the same size as, and
worded ina similar manner to, other reception cards, only that
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in the line under the date is printed the hour * 4—7 ” or what-
ever other time may be decided upon.

NAWAB FAKHFOOR MIRZA BAHADUR (18)
requests the honor of

company at a Garden Party
on Friday, January 18th, from 3 to 6 p. m,

Bapsaan Baanm : 1
}
January 1st, 1901. )

The letters R. 8. V. P. (explained on p, 212) may be better omitted. Answers
are seldom required to invitations of this kind.

At Home cards, of a similar size, are used for the less formal
style of invitation, the name of the guest being written at the
top of the card as already explained. In the lower right-hand
corner is printed * Garden Party ” and if it be the rainy season,
below it the words “ weather permitting,” which implies that
guests are not expected to present themselves on a wet day, when
a party in a garden is an impossibility and the house would be
quite incapable of containing the number asked to wander in

the grounds.

Mgr. & Mgrs. (19)
BABU SORUNDRO NATH MOKERJEE
Ar Houe
Friday, December 28th,
4to7 p. m,
HoSAINABAD © GARDEN Parry.

December 11th, 1900,

If the party is in the outskirts of the town and not ata well-
known place, in the left-hand corner, under the address, there is
frequently some direction as to the best method of reaching the
spot. Sometimes a sketch is drawn at the back of the card and
the turning is indicated which should be taken at some perplex-
ing point and B, T, 0, printed at the lower right-hand corner

of the card,
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Invitations to a Wedding.
(Irv o Se10)

These invitations are specially printed for the occasion n
silver on white paper with a silver border (ready-made cards can be
had from an English stationer) and are enclosed in envelopes also
having a silver border. As to putting it into another little big-
ger envelope see page 157.

(20)
The following is. the correct form gencrally used by Lnglish

gentlemen,
MR, AND MRS.siieiiiieinnnsnniasainieen
request the pleasure of
Mgr. Suanip Husain’s
presence at St. Paul’s Church, on Monday,
December 17th, at 4-30 p. m. on the occasion
of the marriage of their danghter,
Mary Eva, with Mr. , and afterwards
at 103, Civil Lines,
December 5th, 1900. R.S. V. D,

The above form can hardly be adopted by the Indian gentle-
men therefore in spite of the numcrous forms of invitations
which are printed in vernaculars in accordance with local cus-
toms of different places and a few specimens of which are given
hereafter, the following form may be used by them to invite
their European friends :—

PRINCE BEDAR BAKHT (e1)
requests the honor of

b

8

kind presence, on the occasion of the marriage
, with the daughter of
, at
on the———and——February 1901,
BeNares : } R. S, V. P,

8rd February 1901,

of his son,
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On receiving an invitation like No. 20 you should answer
it at once, in case of acceptance, thus :— (22)

Sheikh (or Mr.) Shahid Hosain has much pleasure in accepting Mr. and

Mrs, 's kind invitation to their dauglter’s wedding, on Monday,
December 17th,
ADpDRESS :
December 4th,
In case of refusal thus :— (23)

Sheikh (or Mr.) Shahid Hosain much regrets that he is unable to accept, &e.

If there is anything to prevent your attendance at the
Church, but you can be present at the house afterwards, you

should still accept the invitation in the form given above.—(See
page 138).

In answer to No. 21 a letter should better be written
instead of forms given in Nos. 22 and 23.

Wedding invitations in Hindustani.

PN (24)
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Miscellaneous forms of Invitations, &c.
70 HAVE THE IIONOUR OF MEETING (29)
THE HONOURABLE
SIR ANTHONY PATRICK MacDONNELL, c.0s1,,
Licutenant-Qovernor, N.-W, Provinces, and Chief Commissioner, Qudh,
Tue Tarvkvars or Oubu
request the honour of

eompany at the Kaisar Dagh Baradaci, at 9-30 p.x., on Monday,

20th December 1897,
(84.) H. 8. 4.
FIREWORKS, ILLUMINATION

axD REFRESHMENTS, §& This Ticket is to be kindly shown at the Baradari Steps,
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES (30)
TO THE STUDENTS OF THE CANNING COLLEGE
will take place in the College Building, Kaiser Bagh, on Wednesday, the
19th November, at 4 p.m,
 His Honor Sir AUCKLAND COLVIN, k.c.M.a., c.I.E., Lieutenant-Governor
of the N.-W. P. and Chief Comuissioner of OQudh, will preside.

00000 00000000000 S0P As0essPLENNICEIISIEIIIIPEREITIRIIOINN CRCTSTS ® r00es0sev e s000s0vsevers e00ccse

is respectfully invited to be present,

H. E. e Riont Hoxouvranne LORD HARRIS, ¢.c.1.E, (1)
GOVERNOR OF BOMDAY
WILL PERFORM
The opening Ceremony of the
MADRASA-I-ANJUMAN-I-ISLAM
On Monday, the 27l I'ebruary 1893, at 4-30 p. m,
The President and Members request the honor of

’
LIB.O.DOQIDDOAOI&DDOO oooooooooo 9000000000000 vecrt srsscse sosreRste eItV IRS nesones (XY} S

presence on the oceasion,
BADRUDDIN TYABJI, PrrsipENT,

ABDULLA M. DHARAMSI,
FATEHALI SHAIKIL AIIMAD, }HON' Szevs.

The building is in Hornby Road opposite the Victoria Terminus,

THE OFFICERS OF TIIE OUDH COMMISSION (32)

REQUEST THE HONOR OF

’

L] XN NN] LN CLIPINL) 4PNt Nl SRR IRt l'l.lb"..'..'."..l..‘.....l"..‘ls
Company at the Wingfield Park at 3-30 p. m., on Saturday the 18th January,
to meet II, R, Y. Prince Albert Victor.

Please present this Ticket at the Purk Entrance,

[ XX R Y] LN Y] . aee

THE NOBILITY AND GENTRY (33)
oF
LUCKENOW
REQUEST TILE PLEAGURI
U P PPPPPRURIY
Company at a Garden Party to be held in honor of
Me. YOUNG, c.sa., c8,
the departing Judicial Commissioner of Oudh, at the Husainabad Gardens, on
Wednesday, the 16th December 1891, at 4 p, u,
R.S. V. P,
‘To NAWADB MIRZA ALI QUADAR, BAHADUR,
Lycknow.
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K. BAM BAHADUR SHAH (834)

or KHAIRIGARH

Requests the pleasure of.cccevinninninneene. Cesevessanse eeeteenane vetresneenes

sessee

2
900000000ttt e ee IR EERENENR RN L LN XY 00800 00et s0seesvesrit et acs st 908, 00000 0000 000000 s
company at a Nautch party to be held in the Kaisarbagh Baradari, on the 17th
and 18th January 1899, from 6 r. x, both days,

NAWAB SIKANDAR MIRZA (35)
presents his compliments and requests the pleasure of the company of...... ceesereen

at an Evening Party and Nautch at 9.30 at the Clock Tower, Husainabad, on the
24th May 1897, to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of
HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJLESTY
THE
QULEEN-EMPRESS.
R.S.V.P.

To Have tae Howor or MreriNg (36)

His Ilonor the Licutenant-Governor of N.-W, P, and Chief
Commissioner of Qudh,

THE HONORARY SECRETARY

CoLviy Institure CoMMITTEE,

Requests the honor 1 U s
company at RAMNA, near BADSITA BAGH, on the 11th March, at 5 p. m,, to
wituess the Ceremony of laying the Foundation Stone of the COLVIN INSTI-

TUTE BUILDING.,

Sometimes both sides of the card are printed. Thus :—

Mr ------- $0 0800000 s00s0ns0s0tecttois setennonaartate ssssessenee 000 000000000 s0s 00

THE COMMITTEE 37)
OF

THE COLVIN SCIHQOL,

For the sons of Talukdars,
reuest the honour of your presence at the School Buildings, near Badshah Bagh,
on Tuesday, the 8th March, at a quarter before 5 p, m, to witness the Opening
Ceremony.
HIS HONOR THE LIEUT.-GOVERNOR & CHIEF COMMISSIONER
WILL PRESIDE,
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Tar TRUSTEES or Tue HUSAINABAD ENDOWMENT, (38)
LuckNow

Request the pleasure of

y

8

Company at the Prize Distribution of the . School in the Husainabad
Baradari, on Wednesday, the 19th inst., at 5 p. m.
Tee Hox'sie Me. R, G. HARDY, c.8. 1, 1. c. 8,
the Commissioner of the Lucknow Division
WILL PRESIDE,

CREAS———Y

srrseannninnenres s s bbe Wiiyd ewody (39)
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OPINION OF THE PRESS.
—— e e

“ The corrospondent who in our last issue lamented the decay of
manners of the educated native in his intercourse with Europeans will
no doubt be glad to hear that Mr. Mirza Habib Hosain has prepared for
the pross a book of “ English and Hindustani Etiquette for Indian
Youths.” The work has been most carcfully compiled after consultation
of all available authorities and it gives advice on the most minute
points of etiquette, both from the English and Hindustani stand-point.
It is to be printed in Urdu and we hope that when it is issued it will
enjoy the large circulation which industry and carc of the author and
the importance of the subject combine to merib.—(Indian Daily Tele-
graph, Lucknow, Sth May 1900 ).

Mirza Habib Hosain, B. A., of Lucknow, has written a work on
“English and Hindustani Etiquette for Indian Youths,” which will
appoar by the end of current year. The book is written in Hindustani,
and is divided into no less than 21 chapters, covering the most extensive
ground for a treatisc on “ Etiquette.”

A glanco at the prospectus which covers six pages of closely print-
ed matter giving the details of the hcadings on  which information
will be supplied in the work, can have no doubt of immense utility of
the work under announcement, nor of the author’s industry and honest
endoavour to supply a long-felt want. Excepting Mr. Webb’s “ English
Etiquette for Indian gentlemen”—a by no means wholly satisfactory
work—we do not know of any other book on the subjcet, either in
English or in the vernaculars, written with special reference to Indian
needs. Under these circumstances Mirza Habib Hosain’s work will, we
hope, be found both useful and instructive. (Kayasatha Samachar,
Octoler 1990, Allahabad.)
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