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PREFACE

THOUGH much has been already
written refpecting the communication be-
tween GREAT BRITAIN and her INDIAN
poffefsions, yet, as thofe poffefsions have
within a few years been much extended,
the fubject of courfe becomes additionally
interefling; and any work that may, even
in afmall degree, tend to facilitate that
communication, will, no doubt, be ac-
ceptable to thofe who are in any way con-
cerned, in trade, or by other connections,
with the EAST.

When the Author undertook this jour*
;ney, he had not the moft diftant idea that
his remarks would ever be required to ap-
pear before the public; for, had he enter-

A3 tained



Vi PREFACE,

tained fuch a prefumption, he might have
written anorc fully, and would certainly
have been more particular in his inquiries.
What he did write was always on the fpot,
from day to day, and was chiefly confined
to circumftances which fell under his own
obfervation.

Many perfons may be apt to inquire,
what motives could have induced a man
to undertake fuch an uncommon route,
with the certain profpeft before him of
many fatigues and dangers, particularly
when, without even a fhadow of pecuni-
ary advantage, he mull: neceffarily incur a
confiderable expence.

Intruth, curiofity was the prime mover
to this enterprizc. The Author went to
INDIA by fea, and having occafion to re-
turn to ENGLAND, wifhed to vary the
fcene, inftcad of coming back by way of
the CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

Having been accuftomed to an active
life, therefore, having always lived tem-
perately,
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perately, and enjoying a good flate of
health, he was induced, when a BOM-
BAY, to embrace an opportunity which
then offered of returning by fhipping as
far & BUSSORA, though at a fcafon when
the paflage had perhaps never before been
attempted, being generally thought im-
practicable; trufting to Providence and his
own exertions, and poffefsing that enter-
prifing fpirit which enables men to fur-
mount difficulties and dangers that to
more timid minds appear infupcrable.

Various journalifts have written on the
different routes over-land (as it is vulgarly
called) from INDIA, each very naturally
recommending the route adopted by him-
felf; thus, fome defcribe that by way of
SUEZ and CAIRO ; fome again, that over
the Great Defert to ALEPPO; others have
recommended to pafs up the EUPHRATES
& far & HILLA, then to BAGDAD, and
after that through ASSYRIA, ARMENIA,
&c. & c; but all have been unanimous in
declaring, that this latter route was pcr-

A4 fectly
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fectly impracticable in the months from
April to September.

The following fheetswill ferve to prove,
that it is practicable at all feafons. If the
traveller pafs through ARABIA in winter,
when it is temperate, he will find it ex-
cefsively cold among the high mountains
in ARMENIA. |f he fuffer a little from
the excefsive heat of the fummer in ARA-
BIA, which may be juftly fad to be the
hotteft place in the world, he will find
the reft of his journey temperate and
pleafant, which may be faid to be, in
fome mcafure, arecompence. When the
Author was in ARABIA, a midfummer,
the fruits were in full feafon, and they
continued in that ftate all the way he
came to VIENNA; and fruits are in thofe
climes a very great luxury.

As few Europeans can readily accuftom
themfelves to the Turkifli manner of
living, or of accommodation, the Author
could not recommend a better route to
BAGDAD than the one by which he came,

3 particularly
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particularly if the traveller be incum-
bered with much baggage. If he ihould
be entrufted with difpatches, and celerity
be defirable, the Author would advife him
to leave BUSSORA on horfeback, and come
up the Great Defert in a ftraight line to
HILLA, accompanied by an Arab Sheik,
or a Chookadar*, and only two atten-
dants. In this cafe, he lhould be pro-
vided with a very light tent tofleep under,
aquilt to throw over him, and a fmali
quantity of coffee, bifcuit, &c. By this
mode of travelling, he may eafily reach
BAGDAD in fix days; it requires great ex-
ertions, however, and few men are able
atfirftto bear it, particularly if their con-
ftitutions have been enervated by the
luxuries of the EAST.

To any one who may adopt the route
defcribed in this work, the following
HINTS OF INSTRUCTION may not be
unacceptable.

* An dfficer in the army, of arank about equa to
that of a ferjeant.

At
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At BUSSORA, he fliould equip himfelf
in all refpefts like the Arabs. It will be
neceflary for him, as foon as he embarks,
or even before, to fuffer his beard to grow;
but, as it may be uncomfortable to wear
his beard at full length, it will be fuffi-
cient if he do but preferve his muftaches.
This, however, muft be particularly at-
tended to, and can by no means be dif-
penfed with ; for, though aman without a
beard might be fafe in a large city, or in
any civilized place, yet in ajourney of this
nature, wherein he will often meet with
barbarous wandering tribes, who would not
hefitate a moment about putting him to
death if they ihould difcover that he was
a Fringui*, he will perceive the necefsity
of imitating the Arabs in drefs as nearly
as pofsible.

As few Europeans have any knowledge
of the Arabic language, particularly as it
is fpoken in ARABIA, he will be much at

* A term applied to Chriftians in general. The
Arabs call EUROPE Fringuiftan.

a lofs,
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a lofs, efpecially’ when he has none but
Arabs about him. He will, therefore,
find it ufeful to have with him a kind of
vocabulary, to enable him to afk ufeful or
necefiary queftions.

While the Author was proceeding up
the EUPHRATES, the HIE, and the T1I -
GRIS, he compiled a fmall vocabulary for
his own ufe, which he found afterwards
of infinite fervice.

When the traveller arrives at BAGDAD,
he will find that the Englifh are more
refpccted than any other nation; he will
therefore feel the nceefsity of acting in
the moft honourable manner in every
tranfaEHon, that he may fupport the dig*-
nity of the national character; for fuch
is the illiberal way of thinking among
thefe people, that fhould an individual of
any country actmeanly, the people would
condemn all his nation; and the bad con-
duct of one perfon might thus endanger
the lives of hundreds of his countrymen,
who might adopt the fame route.

From
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From BAGDAD there is but one mode of
travelling, which is under the guidance
and protection of the Tatars, or mefifengers
of government. Thefe men are under the
immediate orders of the Bathaw and his
minifters; but are at all times ready to
enter into any contract with an individual,
which they ufually make very profitable
to themfelves, particularly when they have
to conduct thofe who are enabled to ob-
tain firmauns*; for, by virtue of thefe,
the Tatars are enabled to take feveral
horfes and attendants, and a large quantity
of merchandize on their return, which
pays them very well. In the Author's fir-
maun it was intimated that he was an
Englifh Conful, which enabled his Tatar
to obtain guards (free of expence) when-
ever there was danger to be apprehended
from the wandering tribes. Thisis by far

* Thefe give the Tatar and- traveller a greal ded
of authority over the people, particularly over thofe
who are appointed by government to accommodate the
Tatars.

the
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the fafeft way of travelling, as the perfon
of a Conful is feldom infulted.

Great care, however, fliould be taken
when an agreement is about to be made
with a Tatar. It is advifable to pay him
only half of the money agreed for at
BAGDAD, that he may have an intereft in
delivering the traveller fafe at CONSTAN-
TINOPLE. Care fhould be taken afo, that
the Tatar does not engage to carry mer-
chandize for any one, which he will do if
pofsible.

The neceflaries which the traveller takes
ftiould be comprefled into as narrow acom-
pafs as pofsible. A little tea, coffee, and
fugar, will be ferviceable in the winter
feafon; and fome fpirits, either brandy or
liollands, may be ufeful; but he fliould by
no means be encumbered with either o
thefe in fummer, as it would be highly
dangerous to drink any fpirits in that cli-
mate in the heat of that feafon. The
Author himfelf drank very little befide

water
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water and milk, between BUSSORA and
CONSTANTINOPLE.

The traveller ihould be equipped in the
fame manner as the Tatar, which will al-
ways enfurc him refpect. Some have at-
tempted to travel under the character of
the Tatar's fervants (the Armenian mer-
chants in particular do this); but the Au-
thor confiders it as too degrading for the
character of an Englifliman. The Tatars,
who are accudomed to travel very fair,
ufually ride the hindmoft horfe of the
company, and whip the other beads to
keep them going. This ihould never he
permitted; but whoever attempts a jour-
ney of this kind thould be a good horfe-
man.*

The traveller ought not to encumber
himlef | with fpecie, except about half a
dozen piaftres, to give as prefents to thofe
who may render fome little fervices. He
will, it is true, be often folicited for gifts,

but fhould always refer the applicants to
his
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his Tatar ; and when they find that, they
will not apply a fecond time. It is much
more prudent to take bills drawn by the
merchants, which will ufually meet due
honour, while they offer no temptation to
jobbers.

From CONSTANTINOPLE, if the tra-
veller be unacquainted with the language,
it will be ncceffary to engage a Janizary
to conduct him to the frontiers, who will
be paid in about the fame proportion as
the Tatars.

It has often been a fubjeel of inquiry,
which is the fpeedieft method of forward-
ing difpatches to and from INDIA. The
Author is of opinion, that the route by
which he came muft be the molt expedi-
tious for forwarding difpatches to INDIA.
When the meffenger arrives at BAGDAD,
he can fet out immediately in a Kiraffe
down the TIGRIS till he reaches the HIF.,
down which he will proceed till he enters
the EUPHRATES. BY this channel he may
be able to reach BussOR A in three days

which
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which mull be much quicker than going
by land to HILLA, and from thence down
the EUPHRATES.

The ufual mode of forwarding dif-
patches from INDIA is by the way of Bus-
SORA, over the Great Defert to ALEPPO ;
from thence to CONSTANTINOPLE, and
afterwards by the German poft to VIENNA
and HAMBURGH. This is certainly done
at an edafy expence, and much lefsthan by
way of BAGDAD ; but the latter would,
no doubt, be a quicker route in cafe of
necefsity, as the Arabs are obliged to
crofs the Great Defert on camels.



A
JOURNEY

FROM

INDIA, TOWARDS ENGLAND.

ON the 4th of MAY 1797, at eight
P. M. left BomBAY, and embarked on
board the country (hip Pearl, R. SPENCE,
Matter, bound to BUSSORA ; having in
company JAMES STEVENS, Efg. in the
Civil Service, Capt. JOHN REID, late
Commander of the Princefs Royal India-
man, and Mr. JAMES MORLEY.

We had pleafant weather and fmooth
water, with light ars from the W. N. W,
and N. W. which continued till the
12th, when we were in lat. 11°. 9.
North, and 62°. 16'. Eaft longitude. It
then began to grow cloudy, and the,
wind increafed.

B On
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On the 15th, in North lat. 14°. 42'. we
had a frefh breeze, W. by N. with a
heavy fwell from the N. W. and a ftrong
current fetting to the Eaft ward,

On the 17th, at half pall: one, A. M.
patted a fmall fhip bearing Eaft, diftant
about a quarter of 'a mile; and at fun-
rife, fhe bore S. S. E. diftant five or fix
miles. We fuppofed her to be an Arab
fliip, called the Morning Star. With
frefh breezes from the N. W. the fhip
ran at the rate of feven and eight knots.

On the 18th we had ftrong gales from
the Weft, and the weather cloudy. At
two A. M. wore fhip to the Southward,
fuppofing that we were in foundings.
Thick and hazy all round, with a very
heavy fwell from the N. W.

On the 20th, in 23°. 20'. North lat. had

a light breeze and pleafant weather, the
fhip going five and fix knots, and the wind
from the S. S. W. At one, P. M. faw
5 thp
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the land, bearing from N. by E. to W. by
N. diftant about five leagues, and fcveral
Arab boats, and at five, P. M. we round-
ed Cape RAS-EL-GAT. At fun-rife, on
the 2lit, two Arab boats came along-fide
with fifh, which we bought at a very
moderate price. At feven P. M. the
wind E. S. E. fhip going four knots, ob-
ferved a dow in chafe of us. From her
manoeuvring  (fometimes hauling her
wind, at others failing free), we fufpecfted
her to be a pirate. She failed remark-
ably faft, and in an hour was in our
wake, diftant a cable's length.  She then
hailed us. Our feapoys immediately
fired a volley of mufquetry into her,
when ihe hauled her wind and ran in
thore.

On the 24th, at day-break, the GREAT
QUOIN bore S W. by S diftant about
four leagues ; extremes of the Ifland of
KISHME, from W. N. W. to N. W.
diftant feven or eight leagues; and the
Ifland of orRMUS bearing N. by E.

B 2 We
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We now faw twenty-two dows in chafe
of us; fome of the fmall ones, failing very
fail upon a wind, foon came up with us
within a cable's length. They were full
of men, who were all armed ; we there-
fore beat to quarters and prepared for
action, though many of the large veffels
had great guns on board. The fmaller
ones that had come up with us appeared
afraid to begin the attack till the larger
had reached them. We were to wind-
ward of the large dows; and, as a freih
breeze fprung up from the We ft ward,
and thofe veilels are obliged to wear in-
ftead of tacking, they made much lee-
way, by which circumftance we were
enabled to keep ahead. They conti-
mied to chafe us till two P. M. when
we had very ftrong gales from theN. W .;
and, many of the large dows dropping
to lecwaid very fall, they gave up the
chafe, and ran behind the Ifland of
KISHME.

The gale incireafing, we kept the fea,
beating to windward under double-reefed
topfails,
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topfails, not choofing to anchor in fhore
for fear of again meeting with our ene-
mies*

On the 28th we faw a large fliip in
SHARAS ROADS, under Arab colours.

We continued beating to windward
amongft the iflands on the Perfian fide
of the Gulph, the wind ufually blowing
from the N. W. till the 30th at noon,
when the extremes of the Perfian ihore
bore from N. N. W. to E. by S. diftance
four miles. It was now calm, and fo
continued for about twelve hours, du-
ring which time many locufts flew on
board; a common indication of ftrong
gales from the N. W. which accordingly
occurred the next day at three A. M.
when, the weather being hazy, we fud-
denly ran foul of a large Arab dow clofe
under our (hip's bows. She had a boat
towing afiern. Our bower anchor hooked
her high poop and tore it up, carrying
away our fprit-fail-yard, the chain of
the ihank painter, and the bolts out of
the larboard bumpkin.  The Arabs im-

B 3 mediately
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mediately fell to prayers, and let the
dow drift to leeward. At fun-rife we
faw her in a very fhattered ftate.

On the 1ft of JUNE we had very heavy
gales from the N. W. the fhip pitching
very much, and making more water than
ufual. At eight P. M. furled the top-
fails; and at nine, the gale becoming
more moderate, fet clofe-reefed fore and
main-top-fails, and continued working to
windward up the Perfian fide of the
Gulph.

On the 4th of JUNE, in 28°. 36'. North
lat. faw a large white mofque on the
Perfian fhore, bearing E. N. E. diftant
three miles, with a town and feveral
groves of date-trees along fhore. At eleven
A, M. faw the low land about BUSHIRE,
bearing N. by W.  We had now a mode-
rate breeze from the N. W.; and on the
5th, at fix P. M. weanchored in BUSHIRE
ROADS in four fathom water, the town
bearing Eaft. The Captain immediately
went on fhore in the pinnace, to procure

an
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an order from the :Sheik for the fhip to
receive a pilot from the ifland of CAR-
RICK, which order cofts 200 Bombay
rupees. In the roads we found an Eng-
lith brig called the Baflein, belonging to
Captain TORIN, chartered by the go-
vernment of BOMBAY to take bale goods
and difpatchcs from BOMBAY t0 BUSSORAH.
She had failed frorh BOMBAY three weeks
before we did ; and Captain TORIN in-
formed us, that he had been captured by
twenty-two dows near the ifland of
KISHME ; that he was two days in their
hands; that when they took him, two
large dows, one on each fide, boarded him
with above 100 men each, beating their
tom-toms, and giving their war-yell; that
the weight of the men made his veffel heel
very much ; but they had, after plunder-
ing him by taking away his powder and
his pump-gear, with fundry other arti-
cles, releafed him, partly on account of
his belonging to the Englifh Eaft India
Company, but chiefly in compliance
with the intercefsion of a paflenger, bro-
ther to the Nabob of MASULAPATNAM,

B 4 a Muffulman,
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a Muflulman, who could fpeak a little
Arabic. The Arabs told the Captain,
that they were at war with the EMAUM
of MUSCAT, and had miftaken his veffel
for the Morning Star belonging to
MUSCAT. The fame veffels had two
years before captured a French brig,
coppered, which was then lying behind
KISHME; and about feven years back
had made prize of another fhip called
the Beigly Beig, from BENGAL for Bus-
SORA, and which was flill lying on the
rocks behind the QUOINS on the Arabian
fl\ore. We now learned that the large
ithip which we faw in SHARAS ROADS
was a man of war belonging to the
EMAUM of MUSCAT, with above 1000
men on board, fent to cruife againfi the
dows.

On the 6th, at four P. M. got under
way. At three A. M. tacked; diftance
off CARRICK three miles. At four A. M.
hove-to till day-light, when we made
fail with light ars from the S. W. the
lead conilantly going. At five A. M.

n
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in 16 fathom, and before we had timeto
take another cafl with the lead, the fhip
flruck on a reef of white coral rocks,
and ftuck fad. We founded around the
fhip, and found 10% feet water forward,
5% fathom aftern, and 4% fathom abreaft
the main-mail. It was near high water
when the (truck, and the thip drew about
15 feet water upon an even keel. We
hoiited out the pinnace and long-boat,
and carried out the beft bower anchor
aftern, which we let go in 10 fathom
water,-and attempted to heave her off.
Not fuccecding, however, we fired two
guns, and fent an Arab (one of the crew)
on fhore to the Sheik for afsifhnce.
Meanwhile we ftruck the top gallant
yards and mails, and threw flone ballaft
overboard. At nine A. M. the Sheik
SULLIMAN, with fix boats and a hun-
dred men, came to afsift. We employed
all hands in lightening the fhip ; loaded
the fix boats with rice, putting a feapoy
in each to guard it ; and made many at-
tempts to heave the fhip off, but to na
purpofe. At noon there came on a ftrong

breeze
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breeze from the N. W.; and had we not
been upon a weather ihore, the ihip muft
inevitably have gone to pieces.

On the 7th, at four P. M. we weighed
anchor with the long boat, carried it
further out, brought the cable to the
capftan through the cabin windows, and
had it taught. The Sheik and his
people flayed on board all night, the boats
with the rice lying at anchor near the
ihip, and a feapoy remaining in each.
At half paft five A. M. of the 8th, the
wind ftill blowing frefh from the N. W.
fet the top-fails aback; and, the tide
rifing much higher than on the preceding
evening, hove the fhip off without having
received any apparent damage, not mak-
ing more water than ufual. We now
took the rice on board, cleared the fhip
as foon as pofsible, weighed, ran off CAR-
RICK TOWN, and anchored in 11 fathom.

Captain JOHN REID and myfelf went
afthore in a country boat, to try if we
could ihoot any antelopes, of which there

were
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were many on the ifland, having firft ob-
tained the Sheik's permifsion. We took
with us two Arab guides, and prefently
faw about twenty antelopes, which, how-
ever, were fo very fhy, that we could not
get near enough to have a fliot; nor do |
think it pofsible to take them without
hawks, the mode ufually praclifed in
thofe countries. The fwifteft grey-
hounds would be of no ufe, for the an-
telopes are much fwifter of foot than any
animal | ever faw before. They are of a
light fawn colour, about the fize of a
goat, but with longer legs, and have
fmall horns amoft erecft.

We directed our walk to the higheft
part of the ifland, which appears to have
been a volcanic production, having coral
rocks and fea fhells on its very fummit;
and in many places great quantities of
lava have run down towards the fea
Here is plenty of good water, but very
little vegetation, except near the fprings.
Being on fhore in the middle of the day, |

found
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found the heat much greater than | had
ever experienced in INDIA.

On our return to the fhore, we found
the Sheik dividing among his people the
fifteen bags of rice which he had received
from Captain SPENCE for histrouble. He
feemed to be perfectly fatisfied with the
quantity, though it appeared to Captain
REID and myfelf to be but a fmall re-
conipenfe for the important fervices he
had rendered in faving both fhip and
cargo.

The Sheik was about fifty years of age,
but could neither read nor write. He
begged of us to give him fome fmall
thot, which we did, and added to it all
the powder we had with us. We were
afo ihongly inclined to have given him
both our fowling-pieces, could we pofsi-
bly have fpared them, fo much were we
pleafed with the good man's condu6t.

The ifland of CARRICK, which con-
tains between fix and feven hundred in-
habitants,
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habitants, is about twelve miles long and
(even broad. It abounds with goats, but
has very few cows, and no beads of
prey. Nor are there any fowls, tame or
wild, except ftock and turtle doves, of
which we fhot fcveral. It produces very
few vegetables, particularly at this feafon,
the heat being fo intenfe as to deftroy all
vegetation, except in the immediate vici-
nity of water. Wheat, rice, and barley,
however, arc grown, but not in fufli-
cient quantity to fupply the inhabitants,
the principal part of whofe food is fifh,
which they catch in abundance all round
the ifland. There is afo very fine turtle,
but the natives do not eat it.

On the 8th, at three P. M. a pilot,
named zODUN, having taken charge of
the fhip with his trankey*, we weighed

A veffel about the fize of a Peter-boat, fharp at
fcoth ends. It is built of very rough pieces of wood
rudely put together, and covered over with a thick
coat of bitumen, with which the country abounds.
Thefe veffds fail very faft either end firft, having no
diftuinction of head fromftem.

and
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and made fail with a frefth breeze from
the Weft, running between the ifland
called KORGO, and the Perfian fhore.

On the 9th and 10th we had light and
yariable airs, and were often obliged to
anchor, not being able to item the tide.

On the 10th, at midnight, the pilot fent
his trankey to found for the bar.

At fix A. M. of the 11th, faw the
trarikey at anchor in 2% fathom, bearing
N. N. E. diftant three miles, with her co-
lours up, a fignal for her being on the
bar. Ateight A. M. weighed and made
fail, the land bearing N. W. At eleven
A. M. croffed the bar 21 fathom for two
cafts with the lead, then 3, and 3% the
reft of the way over. At noon faw the
entrance of BUSSORA RIVER, N. W. dif-
tant off thore three leagues. At half paft
one P. M. anchored in five fathom; and,
while we were at anchor, a great many
pelicans hovered about the fhip.

MONDAY,



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 15

MONDAY, JUNE 12.

GOT the fhip under way about one
A. M. and made a very good tide's work,
gaining about 12 leagues.

At nine o'clock Captain REID and
myfelf went aihore on the Arab fide of
the river, taking with us our guns; but
we only fhot a few wild pigeons, pro-
cured fome eggs and greens from the
Arabs, and bought a bullock for fix
piafires. The extent of our walk inland
did not exceed about half a mile, which
fpace was planted throughout with
date-trees, the male trees being gene-
rally planted North Weft of the fe-
males, bccaufe the wind ufually blows
from that point. The males are very
eafily diftinguifhed, being higher than
the females, and not fo full of leaves at
the top. The ground is full of cuts for
the purpofe of letting in the water from
the river at tide-time ; for without this

the
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the dates would not thrive, as they re-
quire much moifture.

After we had paffed through the plan-
tation, we entered fome villages on the
edge of the Defert, beyond which neither
trees nor other vegetation were to be
fcen. AIll our profpect confifted of a
burning defert covered with a cruft of
fait, making a noife under the feet fimi-
lar to that caufed by walking on frozen
fnow.

Without being on fliore in the middle
of the day, and at the feafon near Mid-
fummer, a ftranger to this country could
not pofsibly form any idea of the heat
upon the Defert. The bare feet of an
European would be bliftcrcd in a mo-
ment, and | felt fome inconvenience to
mine, even through a pair of ftrong
boots,

The houfes here are built of clay, and
covered with the leaves of the date-tree®
2 The
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The inhabitants are very numerous, and
frioft of them have weak eyes, occasioned,
probably, by the reflection of the fun
upon the defert. Their drefsisvery Am-
ple; that of the men being in general no
more than a woollen cap to defend the
head from the fun; and a coarfe woollen
cloak, with ihort wide fleeves. | fhould
obferve* that an Arab always wears his
woollen cap, though he has often no Other
cloathing. The woman's drefs is equally
Ample, being only a few yards of blue
cotton cloth Wrapped round them.

Thefe people have numerous flocks of
cattle, flieep, and goats, which they drive
every morning at fun-rife to the river fide,
where they find very good pafture. They
are watched all day by men, women, and
children, who frequently amufe them-
felves by bathing in the river; for an
Arab, when he has an opportunity, will
bathe five or fix timesa day. The flocks
are always driven back at fun-fet to the
villages, where they remain all night.

C Every
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Every village and fixed refidence is fur-
founded with a lofty mud wall, to defend
it from besfts of prey, particularly lions,
"which are here very numerous.

The Arab women were not fo fhy as
we expelled to find them. They feemed
much entertained by the novelty of our
drefs, and very civilly offered us milk,
bread, & c. Their bread isin cakes, but not
fine; and their milk is not very palatable
to an European, being curdled and quite
four. It immediately turns four after fun-
rife; but we found that the Arabs pre-
ferred it in that ftate, Being much
amufed with the novelty of the fcene,
we remained longer on fhore than we
intended. The fhip, however, getting
under way, fired a gun, and hoifted a
fignal for us to return on board.

On the Perfian fhore are the ruins of a
very lafge and ancient city, extending
about twelve miles along the banks of the
river, and containing many tombs which

fill
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ftill appear entire. We were informed,
that this city was deftroyed by the Periian
Emperor, NADIR SHAH ; and among the
ruins we defcried feveral wolves.

The tide not continuing fo long as we
expected, we had only gained about
twelve miles before we were obliged to
anchor at three, P. M. the wind blowing
firong from the N. W.

In the whole extent from the fea to
this part of the Perfian fide of the river,
there is very little culture, and but a
thin population. It appears, however, to
have been once well cultivated; there are
ftill many embankments to prevent the
river overflowing the country, and nu-
merous canals to water the ground, fimilar
to thofe on the oppofite Arabian fliore.
As to plantations, we only faw a few
ftraggling date-trees, which, being neg-
le6ted, borevery little fruit.

C 2 TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, JUNE 13.

WE weighed anchor this morning at
two o'clock; but the wind ftill blowing
frefh from the N. W. and very little flood
tide, weonly gained aboutfivemiles, and
anchored again at five.

We now faw numerous herds of cattle,
flieep, and goats, with a great many
horfes, on the Arabian fide of the river.
An Arab Sheik, or a man of any confe-
qguence, ufually keeps feveral horfes ready
faddled, in cafe of any alarm, and is al-
ways ready to ride off at a moment's notice-
Thefe horfes are fed with grafs cut by the
fide of the river at low water, or on fome
of the iflands, which are very numerous.
For this purpofe they make ufe of large
bafkets, covered with a coat of bitumen,
which effectually keeps out the water, and
two men will paddleinthem at atolerable
rate.  Some of thefe bafkets are large

enough
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enough to carry a dozen people, and are
frequently ufed as ferry-boats.

The wind increafing from the N. W,
We were not able to move with the after-
noon's tide.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14,

THIS morning at three o'clock, the
wind falling a little, we weighed, ran
about fix leagues, and anchored again at
feven. The tide now falling off very
faft, and the wind ftill blowing from the
N. W. we had no profpedt of reaching
BUSSORA for fome time. Capt. SPENCE,
therefpre, difpatched an Arab fervant with
a letter to the Company's Refident at that
place.

On the Arabian fide of the river the
culture and population were nearly the
fame as before; but the Perfian fide had a
better appearance.  Vegetation was there

C3 much
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much more flourishing; and at fun-fet, a
congderabletribe, with their flocks, began
to pitch their tents, not appearing to have
any fixed resdence. They lighted fires,
which continued burning all night,

THURSDAY, JUNE 15.

WEIGHED anchor at three o'clock; but,
the wind continuing asbefore, only gained
about 9x miles. The Perfian fide of the
river improved in its appearance, having
a few fmall villages clofe to the river fide,
and fome datetrees. It being rather
fwampy, there were alfo a good many
willows, and a few elm-trees.

TheArabian fide, too, looked better than
what we had lately pa/Ted, being cultivated
farther from the river. The datetrees
being planted about ten feet from each
other, and full of leaves at top, afford a
very good fhade; and the people are en-
abled to cultivate the ground during the
whole day, without fuffering much in-

convenience
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convenience from the heat of the fun,
which out of the ihade, and in the middle
of the day, is at this feafon not to be en-
dured. Wei found here a very ftrong
brown foil, which docs not appear to want
any manure, nor do the Arabs at this
place ever make ufe of any.

FRIDAY. JUNE 16.

GOT under way this morning at four
o'clock. The wind continuing as before,
and very little flood tide, we only gained
two leagues.

The Perfian fide of the river now exhi-
bited a high degree of cultivation. We
faw many inhabitants and numerous flocks
and herds; but had not much mtercourfe
with the people, as they are not to much
to be trufted as their oppofite neighbours
the Arabs. They are avery ftrong, robuft,
hard-featured people; and their drefs is
nearly fimilar to that of the Arabs. A

Cci4 piece
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piece of blue callico, about five yards
long, is the whole of the woman's drefs,
and the children are entirely naked. The
men have a very ferocious appearance,
and will deftroy whomfoever they can
overpower, which renders it jmpctffcible to
travel much in this country. Wild hog8
are very numerous among the mar flies,
and there are various kinds of game in
great plenty, which affords fine fport to a
ihooting party ; but it will be always ne-
ceifary to go in a confiderable body, and
jiever very far from the river, to avoid
being cut off by the favage inhabitants.

The Arabian fide of the river was near-
ly the fame as before, except that the
ganals were cut farther inland, which im-
plied of courfe more cultivation. Some
of the canals are very broad, and | crofsed
pver feveral in the wicker bafkets before
defcribed, which are indeed very conve-
nient where there is not much current,

SATURDAY,
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SATURDAY, JUNE 17.

GOT the fhip under way this morning
jitfiveo'clock; but for want of wind, only
gained about two leagues.

A party of us wept out a-fhooting on
the Arabian fide of the river, but were
not very fuccefsful in our fport. Extend-
ing our walk inland about three miles,
we found the whoje well watered by
jneans of canals from the river, and the
population was very great. The dates
and other trees afforded an agreeable |hade,
and made our little incurfion very pleafant.
We found great abundance and many va-
rieties of garden vegetables; fome of them
European, and feveral peculiar to the
country. Befide the dates, which are
the chief fupport of the inhabitants, there
were great quantities of ppmegranates
pearly ripe; red and vyhite grapes, fome
of them ripe; an abundance of oranges,
limes, and lemons, but none of thefe had

attained
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attained maturity. There were alfo many
well-tailed apples, chiefly of the kind
called codlings, but alittle fweeter than
thofe in England. We took with us about
a bufhel of thefe, for which we paid a
very trifling fum.

| was very much pleafed with this little
journey; and, though | had lately been
in the ifland of CEYLON among the
cinnamon, in the Travencore country,
and in every port on the Malabar coaft,
| certainly ihould give the preference to
this place; for the abundance of various
kinds of fruits, the fragrant fmell from
the oranges, lemons, and fweet-fcented
ihrubs, and the agreeable fhade of the
lofty date-trees, rendered it a moft .de-
lightful fpot.

The inhabitants, too, were remarkably
civil. There being no regular road, we
frequently loft our way; and they would
very readily offer their fervices to conduct
us into the right path.

We
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We had, however, one advantage,
which ftrangers to this country can feldom
enjoy; | mean in having feveral Arabs
belonging to the fhip, who could interpret
for us. We therefore never went on fhore
without taking fome of them with us.

SUNDAY, JUNE 18.

WEIGHED anchor this morning at five,
ran about two leagues only, and anchored
again at nine.

At half paft three in the afternoon |
fet out for BUSSORA by land, with an
Arab guide. We were frequently flopped
on the road by foldiers; but my guide al-
ways fatisfying them, | was permitted to
pafs without moleftation. Many of the
inhabitants fecmed to view me with afto-
niihment; and in all probability fome
of them had never feen an European be-
fore, this part being out of any accuf-
tomed road, and where no one can travel

on
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on horfeback on account of the numerous
canals.

The country through which | paffed
had a delightful appearance, being well
watered, and in luxuriant vegetation. Ex-
tenfive crops of wheat, barley, and paddy,
were nearly ripe; and of fruit and ve-
getables the quantity was immenfe. The
city of BUSSORA is fupplied from this
neighbourhood, and the Turks and Arabs
confume a very large quantity in proporr
tion to their other food.

After walking about ten miles, at half
paft fix o'clock I reached the Englith fac-
tory at BUSSORA. Here | obtained a
horfe, and a guide, afo mounted, and
fct out immediately from BUSSORA for
MARGILL, the country residence of SA-
MUEL MANESTY, Efq. the Refident.
This Hands about three miles above the
city, and is pleafantly fituated on the
banks of the river.

| remained
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| remained a week at MARGILL, dur-
ing which time | experienced every mark
of civility and hofpitality.

Mr. MANESTY fills the office of Resi-
dent with great ability, and is defervedly
efteemed by every one who has the plea-
fure of knowing him. His conduct, in
every inflance, is moft truly that of an
Englijli gentleman; and he has rendered
Government very effential fervices during
the prefent war, by feizing the French
difpatches, and preventing that nation
from carrying on any correfpondence with
INDIA by land.

During my flay | frequently vifited the
city of BUSSORA, which is very large
and extremely populous. The Bazar, or
Market-place, is near two miles long,
and appears to be well fupplied. It
abounds with drugs of various kinds pecu-
liar to the country, and which, though
of confiderable value in EUROPE, may be
bought here at a moderate price, money

2 being
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being of more value here than in many
other countries.

European manufactures are fcarce and
dear; and the people prefer thofe of
ENGLAND to all others. Our fuperfine
broad cloth, and our watches, will fell for
more than double what they coft in
ENGLAND.

The length of the city walls, from the
river toward the Great Defert, is about
four miles, and from North to South about
three miles. The walls are chiefly built
of clay, and of courfe cannot make any
very flout remittance, particularly againft
artillery. Of this, however, thereisvery
little in the country; in the city, | ob-
ferved only ten pieces, mod of them brafs
indeed, but only two or three of them
ferviccable. Being expofed to the fun,
the carriages were dropping to pieces.

Here are leveral mofques and minarets,

many of which are very handfome build-
ings.
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lags. Some of the latter are entirely
covered with variegated tiles, which have
a very Angular appearance. Mod of the
public buildings, as mofques, minarets,
and hummums, ae built of brick; but
the Englifli factory is now by far the beft
ftru& ure inthe whole city.

Within the walls are feveral vacant fpots
not built upon, and which appear to have
been occasoned by fire. The houfes in
general are very indifferent, being chiefly
built of clay with a fmall proportion of
bricks. Their timbers are the trunks of
date-trees, not fquared, but round, and
in the fame ftate as when brought from
the plantation: they are afo very foft
and fpongy, and will not laft long. The
very thick walls, and thefe clumfy tim-
bers, form together a very uncouth piece
of architecture.

The roofs are flat, and furrounded by a
parapet.  Here the inhabitants fleep du-
5 ring
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ring the fummer feafon, in the open aifi
To an European every houfe appears like a
prifon, as it can receive no light from the
itreet, becaufe it has no windows. Every
houfe forms a fquare, and the inhabitants
have no communication with their neighs
hours. Within the fquare are various
offices; fome under ground, where the
people retire during the heat of the day.
The kitchen, the water, and not unfre-
quently the horfes, are kept on the
ground floor. The hall, where they re-
ceive company, the harem, and many
other offices, are on the fecond, which
has generally a gallery fupported by pil-
lars continued nearly round the infide of
the whole building. They have generally
two flights of fteps; one leading to the
hall, where alone ftrangers are admitted ;
the other leading to the harem, to which
none but the family can have accefs.

Women of the higher clafs are feldom

feen out of doors; but when they do go
out,
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out, they are always veiled. Many of
the Arab women, particularly of the
lower clafs, expofe their faces.

Both men and women flaves are fold
publicly in the Bazar. | have before
faid, that the city is very populous. The
majority of the people arc Arabs, the reft
are Turks and Armenians. The Turks are
moflly men of fome confequence, either
being officers in the army, or holding
fome other ports under government. The
Armenians are the merchants, and fome
of them are very refpe6table.  They have
aconsiderable trade with the EAST INDIES,
and chiefly to BENGAL. In this trade
feyeral fhips are employed, the largeft of
which does not exceed 400 tons, on ac-
count of a difficulty in crofsing the bar.
*The thips from BUSSORA to BOMBAY, or
BENGAL, ufually recelve a full cargo,
the greater part of which coniifts of cop-
per in froall cakes and drugs of various
kinds; and the BomBAY (hips generally
take dried fruits. It is very feldom, how-

D ever,
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ever, that a veflel fals to any part of
INDIA without taking a confiderable num-
ber of Arab horfes. There are many in-
ftances of fhips carrying away filver, in
bars and fpecie, to the amount of twenty
lacks of rupees, the fpecie chiefly in
Spani/h dollars and Venetian fequins. The
greateft part of the trade of this branch
of the Turkifh empire is in the hands of
the Armenians, who, when they have a
confiderable fum on hand, in order to
prevent the Turks from laying hold of it,
(which is fometimes the cafe) export it
to INDIA, where they often receive 12
per cent, intereft. The intereft is ufually
remitted back in piece goods, with which
they fupply the greateft part of the
Turkifh empire. A confiderable quan-
tity of fugar and rice afo is frequently
imported from INDIA. The fpecie is fent
here by the Armenians to their corre-
fpondents in moil parts of the empire;
confiderable fums likewife are often fent
from CONSTANTINOPLE. Thefe are ufu-

ally forwarded under the care of the
Tatars,
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Tatars*, meflengers of government, who
receive a handfome premium for their
trouble. The Tatars, however, are fome-
times robbed and flain by the wandering
tribes, who in formidable bodies infeft
the greater part of the Turkifh dominions
in ASIA. An inftance of this happened
only a month ago, when a Tatar, return-
ing from CONSTANTINOPLE to BAGDAD
with 6000 Venetian fequins, was attacked,
robbed, arid murdered, between DIAR-
BEKIR and MOSUL.

With refpe6t to the Arabs, the mofl:
numerous clafs of inhabitants, there are a
few refpectable men amongft them; but
great numbers are "extremely poor, la-
bouring very hard for fmall wages. With a
very little pay, however, they are enabled
to fupport their families; for their drefs
coftsthem little; and their food confifts of
dates, bread, and water, with which they

* Ufually, but very improperly, printed Tartar,
See " Campbédl's Journey over-land to India,” and
other works. It is pronounced Tatar, the accent
being on the laft fyllable.

D 2 are
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are perfectly fatisfied; and indeed, though
their food is fo fimple, they have, gene-
rally fpeaking, twice the ftrength of
Europeans, and are able to endure much
more fatigue.

The ftreets in this city arefo extremely
narrow, as frequently to admit only one
horfe at a time; added to which, they are
in many parts fo very rough as to make it
difficult for horfes to pafs.

Here is a Roman Catholic Church, a
tolerably good building; and the people
of that perfuafion are not in the leaft mo-
lefted.

Every perfon wears the drefs of the
country, particularly muftaches. | met
here with the famous Armenian JOSEPH
EM I N, who had been many years in Eng-
land, and has lately published, in the
Englifh language, his travels and adven-
tures, written by himfelf. He propofed
going with his fon to BENGAL, and thence
to take him to ENGLAND, | made him

an
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an offer to take hision with me to ENG-
LAND, & he would have been avery good
interpreter, underftanding the Armenian,
Arabic, Turkifh, and Englifh, languages.
The fon, who was about 17 years of
age, was very willing to accompany me;
but the father, after deliberating fome
time, determined on following his origi-
nal plan.

SUNDAY, JUNE 25.

EVERY thing having been prepared,
under the direction of Mr. MANESTY, for
our departure for BAGDAD, an Arab
Sheik, named ABDALLAH TEEF, a very
refpe6lable man, engaged to condu6t us
fafely thither; for which we paid him
1300 piaftres. This fum, it is to be ob-
ferved, was only for three boats and
guards, having ourfelves provided a good
flock of provifions of all forts, with cu-
linary utenfils, cooks, and other fervants,
which coft us 500 piaftres more.

D 3 The
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The clothes provided for each perfon
were asfollow:

Arab cameline, or riding cloak,
Under coats.

Pairs of drawers.

Shirts.

Cumberband.

Turban.

Woollen cap; and

Pair of yellow flippers.

P PR ERDNNDNDN R

Our boats being brought up to MAR-
GILL, a five o'clock we took leave of
Mr. MANESTY, and embarked; two of
the boats containing the paflengers, the
other boat our additional guards: Imme-
diately after embarking, we were drefTed
fo as exactly to refemble the Arabs in our
appearance ; and our muftaches were now
grown pretty long, having never fhaved
fince we left INDIA,

Every attention was paid to our pcrfonal
fofetyj the bheik being always in one of
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our boats, and his brother, AHMOOD
SOLLAY, in the other.

As thefe boats were admirably calcu-
lated for their intended purpofe, the fol-
lowing account of them may not be unac-
ceptable :

Defcription of the boat generally called a
Doiiek, hut fometimes a Kzraffe, ufed by
the Arabs vpon the rivers EUPHRATES
and TIGRIS.

The extreme breadth is 7 feet 9 inches.
The length 42 feet. It is built of tlrong
rough timbers at 18 inchesdillance, con-
nected by fmall rough pieces of board,
and covered with a coat of bitumen about
half an inch thick on the oulfide, which,
in cafe of a leak, is very eafily repaired.
The infide is lined with the fame kind of
rough boards, none above 3 feet long, and
of very unequal breadths; the liningis,
of courfe, full of holes—Some of thefe
boats, inftead of boards, are covered with

D 4 bafket-
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bafket-work, having a Coa of bitumen
upon it.—They are very fliarp at each
end, and fail faftv—Their oars are rough
poles, having a piece of board tied on
with a cord. They have befides ftrong
timbers, which go down to the keel, and
are about 3 feet above the gunwale; thefe
are full of notches, to which they faften
the oars with ftrong kya rope; and by
thefe means they either raife or lower the
oar, asismoft convenient. They have no
tiller; but are enabled to fteer with great
accuracy by means of a ftrong kya rope
faftcned to both fides of the rudder; and
they very feldom ufe more than five oars
at a time.

We had part of the boat, abaft the
mail, covered with mats to defend us
from the fun, which we found of great
fervice.

In the fore-part was a place built with
brick and clay for the purpofe of drefsing
our victuals; and, this convenience we

found
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found of great ufe, as it enabled us to
provide every thing ncceflary without de-
laying the paffage by frequent landings.

Thefe boats ufually go from 11ILLA
down the EUPHRATESt0 BUSSORA in three
days, and are feldom four. From BAGDAD
down the TIGRIS to BUSSORA they can
never go in lefs than eight days, though
the flream Is much more rapid than the
EUPHRATES; but it is above twice the
length, on account of the many windings,
and it runs agreat way to the Eaftward
towards PERSIA.

We had a very pleatant breeze trom the
Southward, and with fails and oars went
at the rate of five miles an hour, fleering
due North till 12 o'clock.

MONDAY, JUNE 26.

THE wind decreafing, we continued
rowing till day-light at the rate of three
miles an hour, when we flopped a fhort

time
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time on the Perfian fide of the river, for
our people to refrefh.

On the Arabian fide, above MARGILL,
there is neither cultivation, inhabitants,
nor even vegetation, except near the
banks of the river, where we faw a great
number of camels grazing. Here was alfo
much game.

The Perfian fide of the river had a
better appearance, exhibiting extenfivc
plantations of date-trees, and many vilr
lages.

The river is here about two miles broad,
bearing N. N. W. and S. S. E.

Thetide fetting down, and havinglittle
wind, we were obliged to track. At ele-
ven o'clock we eroded the mouth of a
very large river on the Perfian fide, called
by the natives SHAT-EL-AJAM; which,
in Arabic, fignifies a river of PERSIA ;
and they had no other name for it.

At
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At one o'clock we arrived at CORNY,
the conflux of the rivers EUPHRATES and
TIGRIS. Here we remained two hours,
and obferved that the TIGRIS bore E. N.E.
and the EUPHRATES due W. A ihip of
war was moored near the middle, be-
tween the two rivers, as aguard-fhip, and
to prevent veflels pafsing without paying
cuitoms. The two rivers, united here, form
an immcnfe body of frcfh water.

From this place to the Perfian Gulph is
called by the natives SHAT-EL-ARAB,

The tide has feldom any influence fo
far @& CORNY, except at the full and
change of the moon; and even then the
water isonly raifeda littlej thecurrent is
not turned,

CORNY is fnppofed by fome learned men
to have been the fcite of the Garden of
Eden. Its prefcnt wretched appearance,
however, gives it no pretenfions to the
name of the Terrcftrial Paradife, as de-
scribed by miLTON, Itisafmall village,

fur-i



447 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA,

furrounded by amud wall; containing few
inhabitants, with very little cultivation.
There is, indeed, a fmall plantation of
date-trees between the village and the
river, and which forms a very agreeable
ihade. Here the Arabs fit and fpend moft
of their time, feeming to depend for their
livelihood much more on their cxa6tions
from paflengers, than on their own in-
duftry.

The officers of the cuftoms expected a
prefent from our Sheik; but as he had no
merchandize under his care, he did not
pay any thing.

We left CORNY at three o'clock, and
went up the EUPHRATES, which is called
by the Arabs SUAT-EL-FRAATE. We now
crofled over to the weftern banks of the
river; but having little wind from the
Eaft, and being obliged to track and row,
we went at the rate of only three miles
an hour. The country here was very
little inhabited, being wet, fwampy, and
covered with reeds and willows. | fired

at
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at a crane among the willows; and in-
ftantly after the report, a large herd of
wild hogs ruflied out, fome of them of
fuch extraordinary fize, that at firft fight
| could fcarcely believe they were hogs.
Their colour is a deep red. In the
neighbourhood of Buss OR A fome wild
hogs have been killed, whofe carcaffes
have weighed 10 cwt. Englifh. As the
Arabs do not eat them, they are permitted
to remain unmolefted. It is faid, that
they continue growing as long as they
live; and indeed the immenfe fize of fome
of them feems to fanction fuch an opinion.

At fun-fet we faw fevera jackalls
prowling near the banks of the river. |
iired at one with ball, and killed it.

We continued rowing and tracking till
eight o'clock, when we made our boats
faft to the weftern banks of the river near
a large tomb, where we remained all
night, but had very little reft, the muf-
quitoes being extremely troublefome, and
the howling of the jackalls, wolves, and

5 other
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other wild besfts, in the neighbourhood,
rendering our (ituation truly difmal.

TUESDAY, JUNE 27.

AT day-break we refumed our voyage,
tracking up the right bank of the river.
The country here afforded a pleafing pro-
fpecdl, aboundingwith plantations of date-
trees and fields of corn. At two o'clock
we paTed feveral Arab encampments, near
which were great numbers of cattle, buf-
faloes, fheep, and goats. At three we
pafled a breach in the right bank of the
river, which has overflowed the Great
Defert for about three hundred miles, and
has alarmed the inhabitants of BUSSORA
and that neighbourhood very much. The
excefsive heat of the fun, with the im-
menfe numbers of filh and animalcules
that perifh when it dries up, ferve to pu-
trify theair, which in general proves fatal
to great numbers; and hence the Arabs
call it the water of death.

Here
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Here were many men employed to ftop
the breach; but with all their humble ef-
forts, it appeared that it would be fome
time before they would be able to accom-
plifth it. They were carrying along em-
bankments made of bundles of reeds,
which were often forced away by the
itream as foon as they were laid. | am
perfuaded that half a dozen Englifhmen,
with proper implements and materials,
would complete in a few hours what fifty
of thelc people could not finifli in a week.

At fun-fct we made our boats faft to
the right banks of the river, on which we
remained all night; but, as on that pre-
ceding, we could get very little reft on
account of the xnufquitoes, and the hor-
rible noifes made by the wild begfts in
the vicinity.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28.
AT day-break unmoored, and conti-

nued tracking as before. We parted feve-
2 ral
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ral more breaches in the banks, which had
overflowed great part of the neighbouring
country, and prevented the inhabitants
from fowing their corn and paddy. We
likewife pafled feveral Arab encampments
with abundance of cattle. Our continu-
ing always on the fame fide of the river
was matter of choice merely, and becaufe
we did not perceive any thing interefting
on the oppofite ftiore. The courfe of the
river is from W. to W. by S.

At fun-fet we arrived at a very large
town on the right bank of the river called
SUKE-SHUE. Here Mr. STEVENS, Captain
REID, and myfelf, procured each a muf-
quito tent, which we found of infinite
fervice, as it enabled us to get a little
fleep, which we very much wanted.
Though we aways laid upon the bare
ground, we were now enabled tofleep very
comfortably, being relieved from thofe tor-
menting infers, by whom | have been
frequently fo much bitten as to be fcarce-
ly able to open my eyes.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, JUNE 29;

W E remained at SUKE-SHUE the whole
day, fome of my boatmen having behaved
impertinently to AHMOOD SOLLAY, who
drew his tohva on one of them, and was
With difficulty prevented from taking his
head off. Our Sheik, therefore, difcharged
the boat and crew, and procured another of
the fame kind; Of courfe, all our ftorcs
were to be moved, and a new place built
for our cook to drefs the victualsin.

We were here trdated by our Shek
with a dinner in the Arab fafhion. It
confided of a dozen and a half of fifh,
about the fize of mackarcl, fryed in ghie;
a dozen boiled fowls; and cakes made of
barley flour, freih baked, with plenty of
milk. We fat upon the ground, agree-
able to the cuftom of the country, in a
garden adjoining the river, under the
ftiade of a grove of date and fig-trees.
The fifh, fowls, and bread, were very

E fweet
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fweet and good; but the milk was four,
and not very palatable to an European.
We did not make ufe of knives and forks,
as in Europe, but ate with our fingers, as
the Arabs do, tearing the fowls and fifh in
pieces, and the Sheik feemed highly
pleafed by our compliance with their
cuftoms.

| was much amufed by obferving the
dexterity of the Arab women in baking
their bread. They have a fmall place
built with clay, between two and three
feet high, having a hole at the bottom,
for the convenience of drawing out the
afhes, fomething fimilar to that of alime
kiln. The oven (which | think is the
mod proper name for this place) is ufually
about fifteen inches wide at top, and gra-
dually grows wider to the bottom. It
is heated with wood, and when fuffici-
ently hot, and perfectly clear from fmoke,
having nothing but clear embers at bot-
tom (which continue to reflect great heat),
they prepare the dough in a large bowl,
and mould the cakes to the defired fize
on
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on a board or (lone placed near the oven.
After they have kneaded the cake to a
proper confidence, they pat it a little,
then tofs it about with great dexterity in
one hand, till it is e thin as they chbofe
to make it. They then wet one fide of it
with water, at the fame time wetting the
hand and arm with which they put itinto
the Oven. The wet fide of the cake ad-
heres faft to the fide of the oven till it is
fufficiently baked, when, if not paid pro-
per attention to, it would fall down among
the embers. If they were not exceed-
ingly quick at this work, the heat of the
oven would burn the fkin from off' their
hands and arms; but with fuch amazing
dexterity do they perform it, that one
woman will continue keeping three or
four cakes at atime in the oven till fhe
has done baking. This mode, let me add,
does not require half the fuel that is
made ufc of in EUROPE.

SUKE-SHUE is avery large and popu-
lous town, and the refidence of SHEIK
TWYNEY, avery powerful Arab Prince;

E 2 having
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having under his government the whole of
the right banks of the EUPHRATES, from
nearly ashigh asHILLA down to BUSSORA.
He was once in open rebellion againft the
Turkifh government, and took poffefsion
of the city of BUSSORA. Being defeated
by the prefent Bafhaw of BAGDAD, he
fled into PERSIA; but afterwards returned
to folicit his pardon; and as he was much
revered by the Arabs, and likely to prove a
powerful enemy, the Bafhaw thought it
prudent to pardon him, and reinftate him
in his government. He was not here, how-
ever, at this time; for, being a moft able
general, he had been fent by the Bafhaw
of BAGDAD, to oppofe the progrefs of the
WAABY, who is extending his conquefb
up the weftern fhore of the Perfian gulph
almofl as high & GRAIN, and propagating
a new religion, which, like MAHOMET,
he enforces by the fword.

The SHEIK'S army amounts to thirty
thoufand men; of whom ten thoufand
are Turkifh foldicrs, and twenty thoufand
Arab recruits.

| took
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| took awalk with our Sheik through
the town, and went into the Bazar, or
market, which is about a mile long. It
is opened at fun-rife, and continues till
nine o'clock; it is then fhut up, opened
again at three, and continues till fun-fet.

The Sheik alfo took me into a coffee-
houfe, where | was treated with coffee,
after the cuftom of the country. | was
alfo obliged to fmoke tobacco, they pre-
fenting me with a pipe about a yard and
half long. | fat down on a mat crofs-
legged, like the reft of the company, and
they ferved the coffeein afmall China cup
about the fize of half an egg-fhell; but I
could not get either milk or fugar, with-
out which the beverage was rather un-
pleafant, till I became accuftomed to it.

FRIDAY, JUNE 30.
THIS morning the Sheik who officiated

in the abfence of Sheik TWY NEY paidus a
E 3 vifit,
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vifit, and brought his daughter with him.
She was about twelve years of age; and
every perfon was obliged to Hand in his
prefence, except ourfelves and our Sheik.
| had here an opportunity of obferving
the refpeft which the Arabs pay to their
Chiefs. An Arab of diftinction, having a
letter of fome confequence for the Sheik,
prefented it on his knees, and received it
back again in the fame pofture, the fecre-
tary having, after reading the letter, put
the Sheik's feal on the back of it.

The Sheiks and principal people wear
on the left hand a neat filver or gold ring,
in which a fquare ftone is fet, with their
names engraved on it at full length. On
this ring they lay a thick ink, till it will
make a fair imprefsion, then ftamp it on
the letter, and this ferves for their figna-
ture. , Some of the ftones are red, and
fome white cornelians.

We were much peftered here by a num-
ber of people having different diforders; far
they
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they imagine that an European can cure
all complaints, and implicitly adopt
whatever is preferred for them.

Our Sheik now engaged to take another
boat under his protection to BAGDAD. It
contained a few bales of BENGAL piece-
goods, and had for paffengers an Arme-
nian woman, with her fon, about fixteen,
and two daughters, one about fourteen,
the other thirteen years of age.

Setting out from SUKE-SHUE at eleven
o'clock, and leaving one boat behind, we
crofsed the river, and tracked up the left
banks till three o'clock, when we re-
crofled, and made our boats faft near a
village called GOMCREEK, where we
pitched our tents.

There being much game in the neigh-
bourhood, | took my gun, and having an
Arab with me to carry my powder and
ihot, fawfome beautiful green birds, which
| wiftied much to examine. It was not
long before | brought one down; but the

E 4
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Arab ran immediately and cut off its head,
calling out zain, zain, meaning that it wag
very good to eat. | afterwards ihot feve-
ral birds of different kipds, all of which
the Arab ferved in the fame way, nor
could | prevent him.

Several branches of the river meeting
at this place, we found ftationed here a
Collector of the Cuftoms, who was a na-
tive of CONSTANTINOPLE, on which he
yalued himfelf not a little. He was a
very great drunkard, and would do any
thing tor wine. We gave him a few bot-
tles of Shiras, confidering old Madeira and
old Claret as too good for him. He was
greatly pleafed with our prefent, and foon
became intoxicated.

SATURDAY, JULY

W E waited here this morning till nine
o'clock for one of our boats which had
been left at SUKE-SHUE; a foon & it
came up, we departed.

5 The
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Theriver, a little above this place, is
very broad, nearly as far as the eye can
reach; but in many parts it is fo very
fhoal, that reeds make their appearance
above the furface of the water. We now
altered our courfe to the Eaftward, and
entered a river called by the Arabs SHAT-
JSJ,-DEGELA, which communicates with
another named SHAT-EL-HIE, being &
branch of the TIGRIS.

| cannot quit the EUPHRATES without
taking notice of itsfalubrious water, which
is by much the moft pleafant that | ever
tailed. Though very muddy when it is
firft taken up, it foon becomes perfectly
plear; and while | could get this water,
| had not the leaft defire for either wine
or fpirjts.  We continued tracking up the
river (or rather canal) called SHAT-EL-
DEGELA till fix o'clock, when we made
our boats faft to the banks, and pitched
our tents not far from fome Arab encamp-
ments.

Our
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Our Sheik reprefented to us, that this
was a very dangerous fituation, and re-
commended us to keep our armsin our
tents, in cafe of an attack. We had each
a gun, abrace of piftols, and a fabre; and
our Sheik, his brother, and all the guards,
remained under arms during the night.
They placed fome ceiitinels at a diftance
from the tents for fear of a furprize, and
pafled the watch-word from one to an-
other the night through. Wc were not,
however, moleiled.

To be obliged to have weapons by my
fide while lying down on the bare earth
to take a little reft, was what | had never
before experienced. @ Whoever travels
through thefe countries, ought not to put
fo much value on his life as | conceive
Europeans in general do where they are
perfectly fee are, except from cafualties.
This country is in a ftate of perpetual
warfare; many of the inhabitants, under
no controul, live in a ftate of nature, and
are not fufceptible of the nobler pafsions.

They
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Tlrey murder and plunder, without re-
morfe, all whom they can overpower, and
are at war againft all the world, except
their own tribe. Such is the prefent ftate
of one of the moft fertile countries in the
univerfe. No traveller is fafe, having
reafon to expedi every moment to be at-
tacked by a fuperior force; but when | un-
dertook this journey | was perfectly re-
signed, and prepared to encounter diffi-
culties and dangers. Our Sheik conduced
himfelf much to our fatisfaélion, and did
every thing in his power to make us com~
fortablf.

SUNDAY, JULY 2.

THIS morning we ftruck our tents at
day-break, and at eight o'clock arrived at
the head of the DEGELA, when we en-
tered a larger river, which isdivided into
two branches: the one that we went up
running S. E. the other W. We pro-
ceeded up this river in a courfe amoft
ilue N.

Whether
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Whether thefe branches have been cut
to water the country, or not, is uncertain ;
but I am inclined to think they have.
The ground for about forty yardsfrom the
river is ufually three or four feet higher
than it is further inland. This | have fre-
guently obferved when | have gone
a-fhooting. The larger branches are often
near a quarter of a mile broad, and the
fmaller about half that diftance. They
make the country through which they-run
exceedingly fertile; but | have no doubt
that thefe different branches are much
larger than they were originally, and that
they are ftill increafing, a the TIGRIS,
from which they are fupplied, is much
more rapid than the EUPHRATES, parti-
cularly at this feafon, when the frefhes
are coming down from the fnowy moun-
tains.

At twelve o'clock we entered the river
palled by the Arabs SHAT-EL-HIE, run-
ning from the N. N. W. Wefound it di-
vided into three other branches, befide
the one at which we entered; two branches

running
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running Weil, and one Eaft of that we
came up. At one o'clock, pafsing the
mouth of a river running from the Eaft,
we continued tracking till four, when we
refted an hour to refrefh, and at fix made
our boats faft to the banks, where we re-
mained all night.

| obferved that our Sheijt always chofe
as open a country as he could find, to re-
main in all night, for fear of being at-
tacked by the Arabs at a difadvantage.

We were again much difhirbed by the
jackalls, who feemed very near us, and
made a moft hideous noife.

MONDAY, JULY 3.

WE ftruck our tents, and fet out at
fun-rife, continuing to track up the river
SHAT-EL-HIE. At ten o'clock the courfe
of the river was from N. N. E.; at eleven,
due North, and it continued nearly North
till fix o'clock, when we made our boats

faft
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faft to the banks, and were foon after vi«*
fited by fome Arabs on horfeback. They
were about twenty in number, armed with
fpears and tolwas. Asthe horfemen ap-
proached, our Sheik, with a double-bar-
relled gunin hishand, walked about twenty
yards to meet the Chief of the other party,
who alfo advanced before his people about
the fame diftance. After fome conver-
sation between the two Chiefs, the whole
advanced* | obferved that the Chief was
mounted on a beautiful Arab mare, and
remarked it to be a general rule, that
Sheiks and men of confequence are always
mounted on marcs, which are ufually va-
lued at three times the price of horfes.

To thofc who are flrangers to the lan-
guage, manners, and cuftoms, of this
country, it is no unufeful thing to re-
collect, that whenever a man is mounted
on a mare it may be depended on that he
is above the common clafs. Drefs can-
not be relied on; for a Sheik will often
have his meaneft fervant drcflcd much
better than himfelf, and will eat out of

the
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the fame difh with him, asif they were
equals.

Shooting being the only amufement |
could enjoy, and here being plenty of
game, | wifhed to embrace every oppor-
tunity. | had ufually taken an Arab or
two with me on thefe expeditions; but
here | could not prevail on any one to ac-
company me, and was particularly delired
by the Sheik not to go, there being much
jungle, from which | might be furprized
by the Arabs, or attacked by lions, which
he faid were very numerous in this neigh-
bourhood. Our Sheik fully expected a
night-attack, and therefore, with his
brother and all the guards, remained un-
der arms all night, the Sheik constantly
walking round our tents with a double-
barrelled gun in his hand. A very good
look-out, and probably the preparations
which the horfemen obferved us to be
making for our defence, prevented our
being molefted.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, JULY 4.

THIS morning we ftruck our tents, and
departed at a quarteV part four o'clock.
At fix we arrived where two rivers meet5
one branch running from the N. N. W.
the other from E, by N. We took the

latter, and continued tracking till twelve
o'clock, when we refted under the fliade
of fome willows till three; for, in the

middle of the day, the heat of the fun was
fo excefsive, that our boatmen were not
able to endure it. They were in general
nearly naked, having no other covering
than afmall woollen cap, which barely fits
the crown of the head- The courfe of
the river winding from North to Weft, we
obferved the banks of thole large branches
feven and eight feet above the furfacc of
the water.

| have not feen one ftone the natural
produce of the country fince | left Bus-

SORA, but a foft brown foil, very deep;
and
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and a bank of feven or eight feet does not
make the lead alteration in the colour of
the foil. The rapid current continues
deepening the beds of thefe rivers, and in
confequence the Arabs are not able to
water many parts of the country, which
renders it uninhabitable except on the
banks of the river. Where they cannot
have water, the excefsive heat of the fun
foon deftroys all vegetation, and particu-
larly at this feafon.

At five o'clock we paffed a village on
the Weftern banks of the river, called
WAASUT. The river is here above half a
mile broad. Our Sheik was particularly
careful not to go near the village, but con-
tinued tracking up the oppoilte banks, and
made as much hafte as pofsible. " All
the inhabitants,” faid the Sheik, " are
defperate thieves, and have no mercy on
thofe who are fo unfortunate asto fall into
their hands; for they are under no govern-
ment or controul except that of their own
leaders, who are every whit asbad asthem-
felves."

F At
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At fix o'clock We made our boats faft to
the weftern banks of the river, not freing
able to find a convenient place on the oppo-
fite fide. We pitched our tents clofe to
the water's edge, the Sheik keeping a good
look-out for fear of a furprize; nor was |
permitted to fhoot, for fear the report
fliould difcover where we were, having a
very thick jungle behind us.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5.

WE (truck out tents and fet out this
morning at one o'clock, our Sheik not
thinking it fafe to remain in fuch a neigh-
bourhood after the moon went down. At
fix o'clock we flopped to refrefh, and in
half an hour continued our courfe, the
river winding very much, and bearing
from S. W. to North. We refted under
fome willows from twelve till two; and at
three arrived at thetown called H1 E, from
which this river takes its name. It is fi-
tuated on the Eaftern banks; and, the in-

habitants of this town not being much
2 better
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better than thofe of waAsuT, our Sheik
muftered all his guards a little above the
town, amounting to thirty men, all ex-
ceedingly well armed, and dreffed in their
bcfl clothes. On account, | fuppofe, of
their formidable appearance, our Sheik
was not required here to pay any thing.

He fpread a carpet on the ground, and
with his brother, and another principal
officer, fat down, having all the guards
under arms drawn up near them. Here
they were vifited by the principal men in
the town, who were treated with pipes
and coffee. The Sheik, however, kept
the double-barrelled gun lying on the car-
pet before him, and ready to firein a mo-
ment; the other officers and men being
equally prepared.

This ceremony mull appear very flrange
to thofe who are wholly unacquainted
with the fingular manners and cuftoms of
thefe people; but all this caution is per-
fectly neceffary till they have given the
falam and ate together. When that has

F 2 been
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been done, there can be no room for ap-
prehension. An Arab, after he has eaten
or drank with another, let him be ever fo
great a ftranger, and of whatever religion
or country, would foonerperifh than fuffer
him to receive the leaft injury, either in
perfon or property; and whoever, in dif-
trefs, puts himfelf entirely under the pro-
tection of an Arab, may rely upon being
defended in the moft faithful manner.

An inftance of thisfingular trait in the
Character of the Arabs occurred not long
ago. A Frenchman was carrying dif~
patchesto INDIA, acrofs the Great Defert,
from ALEPPO to BUSSORA. He had with
him an Interpreter, and an efcort of about
eighty men, moftly on camels. When
about five days journey from BUSSORA,
they were attacked in the evening by a
wandering tribe of Arabs. The Meiienger
had a double-barrelled gun, with which
he fhot the Sheik of the hoftile party;
but they rufhed with fuch fury at the firft
onfet, that before he had time to charge

again, he was cut down with a fabre,
5 Moft
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Moft of the MefTenger's guards being
killed, they were ftripped by the con-
querors, and the Meflenger among the
reft, it being imagined that he was dead.
After the engagement, the Arabs lighted
fires to make coffee and refrefh themfclves;
and, as is cuftomary with them, fat on
the ground in a circle round the fire.

The MefTenger's wound not proving
mortal, (for though he had one fide of
his face cut down, his fkull was not mate-
rially injured) he at length recovered his
fenfes, and finding himfelf entirely naked,
as well as much weakened by the lofs of
blood, he had nearly given himfelf up to
defpair.  But, recollecting to have heard
of this fingular difpofition in the Arabs,
he refolved to try the experiment, as the
only means of faving his life, or putting
an end to his exiftence. He took a view
of the Arabs fitting round the fire, and
finglcd out him whom he thought moft
likely to be the Chief, as being the oldeftr
looking man in the company. Naked as

F 3 he
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he was, and almoft covered with blood,
he rufhed into the ring, and threw him-
felf at his feet. His conjedture was right.
Thisold man was the Chief, who immedi-
ately covered him with his cloak. He
was now at a lofs for an Interpreter; but,
on fearch being made, the Intrepreter was
found inafimilar fituation, wounded, but
not dangeroufly. The Meflenger had his
clothes and difpatches returned to him;
and the Chief entered into an agreement to
deliver him fafe at BUSSORA, on theMef-
fenger promifing to pay him one hundred
Venetian fequins.  Both parties performed
their agreement; the Meflenger arrived
fafe, and had engaged a dow to take him
to MUSCAT. This having reached the
Englifh Refident's ears, he feized the
Meflenger with his difpatches, and had his
wounds drefled by the Englifh Surgeon.
[t was imagined that the Meflenger, if
fuffered to proceed, would not have
reached INDIA, & his wounds required
much furgical afsiftance.

But
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But to return from this digrefsion:

It is cuftomary for thefe people to lay
very heavy contributions on veflfds and
paflengers that pafs this way, or plunder
them when they do not comply with their
demands; and in cafe of the leaft refift-
ance, they will feize the boats and murder
every perfon on board. In thisthey have
an advantage over boats going up the
river, which being obliged to track againft
both wind and ftream, their progrefs is
feldom more than four miles an hour; but
going downwards there is very little dan-
ger; for the current being very rapid, and
the wind ufually blowing frefh from the
N. W. all veflfds go at a great rate, and
particularly the fmall doneks, which fail
remarkably faft. HIE is a fmall town
furrounded by a mud wall; but the in-
habitants are very numerous in proportion
to the fize of the place. We left it at five
o'clock, and continued tracking till half
paft feven, our men making more hafte
than ufual, to get as far as pofsible out of

F 4 the
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the reach of thofe people, left they fhould
attack us in the night. We made our boats
faft to the oppofite banks of the river.

The locufts in this country are very nu-
merous. | caught one this evening of a
different colour from the common locuft,
and much larger. Its very extraordinary
appearance induced me to make a flcetch
of it from life, of the exact natural fize.
Every part of it is green, except the under
wings, which are crimfon; and when fly-
ing it has a beautiful appearance. The
eyes are very remarkable.

THURSDAY, JULY 6.

THIS morning at four o'clock weflruck
our tents, and tracked brifkly till eight,
when we refreshed, fet out again at ten,
and continued tracking till fix in the
evening, without any delay. We then
fecured the boats, and pitched our tents

on the Eaftern banks of the river.
| took
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| took an Arab with me and went
a-fhooting about a mile from the river,
where 1 found a great many partridges.
This part of the country, excepting about
fifty yards by the river fide, is a perfect
defert, though it appears to have been
once cultivated, there being ftill the re-
mains of canals that have been cut to
water the country, at diftances of about
two hundred yards, on the banks of the
river, and communicatingwith each other
inland. In fome places banks have been
made all round, to keep the water, asin
paddy grounds.

The river here runs fo rapidly that it
has deepened its bed; the banks are ten
feet perpendicular above the furface of
the water, yet at that depth there is not
the leaft variation in the colour of the
fail.

The furface of the earth at a diftance
from the river is whitifh, having a mix-

ture of fait for about half a foot in depth;
and
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and below that, a dark brown earth, the
fame as on the banks of the river.

At a great diftance to the eaflward, we
faw a long chain of lofty mountains rang-
ing N. W. and S. E. called the Curdiftan
mountains.

FRIDAY, JULY 7.

WE fet out at four o'clock this morn*
ing; and at eight, by an E. N. E. eourfe,
entered the river TIGRIS, called by the
Arabs, SHAT-EL-AMAAR. Nearly oppo-
site, on the eaftern banks of the TIGRIS,
is afmall town called cooTE, off which
feveral ftout veflels were lying at anchor.

The main body of the river runs S. S.E.;
and from the beft obfervation | could
make, it appeared that the HIE, which
we came up, had been originally a canal
cut to water the country, but had in
eourfe of time increafed to a very large

river,
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river, containing much more frelh water
than the THAMES.

The TIGRIS is here above a mile broad;
and, though reckoned at its height, on
account of the fnow melting upon the
mountains, the banks were upwards of ten
feet perpendicular above the furface of
the water. Several large droves of camels
were grazing upon its banks.

We found theriver very crooked, wind-
ing from N. N. E. to South. At fix
o'clock pafled a Turkiih camp pitched on
the weftern banks, and made our boats
faft to the fame banks, about half a mile
above them. The Turkifh tents had a
very handfome appearance, fome being
red, others green, and fome white. The
army confifted of fix thoufand horfe; and
the Bafhaw had two armed veilels to at-
tend him on the river; thefe were about
150 tons burden each, and were built
much like the Grabs in the EAST-INDIES.

This
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Thisarmy had been fent to punifti fome
rebellious Arabs in this neighbourhood,
who had murdered the Sheik of HILLA,
and feveral other officersunder the Turkilh
Government. Our Sheik drefled himfelf
and half a dozen of hisflavesin their befc
clothes, and paid a vifit to the Baftiaw,

SATURDAY, JULY 8.

WE (truck our tents at three o'clock
this morning, and continued rowing and
tracking inceflantly till twelve, when we
refted under fome willows till three, the
courfe of the river winding from S. W. to
Weft. We found an intolerable (tench
from the Weftern banks, and were in-
formed, that it proceeded from the bodies
of fome Arabs who had been put to death
by the Turkifh army. We were alfo told,
that many of the Chiefs of the rebellious
Arabs had efcaped by flight on the ap-
proach of the army, leaving behind them
their flocks, which were feized by order

of
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of the Bafhaw, and driven to BAGDAD to
be fold.

We tracked till half paft fix o'clock,
and then pitched our tents on the weftern
banks of the river.

SUNDAY, JULY o.

WE fet out at four o'clock, and conti-
nued rowing and tracking till twelve,
when we remained an hour to kill a bul-
lock. The courfe of the river winding
from N. W. to N. N. E. we tracked till
three o'clock, and (lopped an hour to re-
frefli; then tracked up the weftern banks
till half paft fix.

| took my gun, attended by an Arab,
and went a-fhooting upwards of a mile
from the banks of the river. | ftiot feve-
ral kinds of birds, particularly fomc very
fine partridges, which were nearly of the
fize of Englifti pheafants.
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It did not appear that this part had ever
been cultivated; nor did | perceive any
figns of vegetation, except near the banks
of the river, which are in general covered
with a thick jungle of willows and fhrubs.
The Arabs are frequently obliged to cut a
paflage through the jungle, for their fheep
and cattle to get tp theriver; and the
banks are in many places fo fteep, that
they are even obliged to cut them, and
make a road to the water's edge.

At the upper end of a fmall ifland,
near the middle of the river, we faw the
wreck of alarge dow, hull under water.
She was loft there three weeks before, and
was worth ten lacks of rupees, having on
board four lacks of Spanifh dollars, and
other fpecie, and being loaded with cop-
per for BUSSORA. The owners have a
guard to watch her, and purpofe weighing
her when the river is at the loweft, which
is ufually about Chriftmas.

Though the river is here at lead two
miles bjroad, two of the guards, who were
ftationed
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ftationed to watch the veflel, fwam acrofs.
In fwimming they greatly afsift them-
felves by the ikin of a goat, blown like a
bladder, which they keep under their
bread, where, however, itis not fattened,
but only kept in its position by one hand,
while they pufh forward with the other
and their feet; and in this manner they
can crofsthe river almoft asfoon as a boat.
Their clothes, and fometimes their fire-
arms, they faften on the top of the head,
and carry them over perfectly dry. Thefe
men having informed us, that we fhould
be much more comfortable on the oppofite
banks, wherethere wasvery little jungle,
we croffed the river at nine o'clock.

MONDAY, JULY 10.

BEFORE we fet out this morning, we
were vifited by fome Arabs from the
neighbouring encampments, which ex-
tended, to the right and left, asfar as the
eye could reach, having with them innu-
merable flocks of fheep and herds of cattle.

We
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We were perfectly fafe among thefe people,
and our Sheik informed us, that we became
wholly out of danger as we approached
Bearer the feat of government. We fet
out at fun-rife, and paffed feveral droves
of camels grazing on the banks. The
river ran very crooked till eleven o'clock,
when wc entered a long reach lying N. E.
and S. W. the ftream very rapid, and
about a mile and a half broad.

| had here an opportunity of obferving
the progrefs of the hot winds, called by
the natives Samiel, which fometimes prove
very deftrucHve, particularly at this fea-
fon. They are moll dangerous between
twelve and three o'clock, when the at-
mofphere is at its greateft degree of heat.
Their force entirely depends on the fur-
face over which they pafs. If it be over
a defert, where there is no vegetation,
they extend their dimenfionswith amazing
velocity, and then their progrefs is fome-
times to windward. If over grafs, or any
other vegetation, they foon diminifh, and
lofe much of their force. If over water,
they
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they lofe all their electrical fire, and
Afcend; yet | have fometinies felt their
effects acrofs the river where it was at
leaf | a mile broad. An inftance of this
happened here. Mr. STEVENS wasbathing
in the river, having on a pair of Turkifh
drawers. On his return from the water,,
there came a hot wind acrofs the river,
which made his drawers and hintfelf per-
fectly dry in an inftant. Had fuch acir-
cumftance been related to him by another
perfon, he declared, he could not have
believed it. | was prefent, and felt the
force of the hot wind; but fhould other-
wife have been as incredulous as Mr.
STEVENS.

Captain REID, who had often been my
companion in fhooting (an amufement of
which he was equally fond as myfelf),
having been unwell, | had been deprived
of his company for above a week paft;
and he now became fo much overpowered
by the excefsive heat, as to be fcarcely
able to walk. The heat being alfo too
much for our rowers, at noon we made

G our
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our boats faft to the eaftern banks of the
river, where our people refted under the
fhade of fome willows for two hours.

Going through the jungle to the edge
of the Defert, | faw fome partridges at a
little diftance, and was tempted to try if
| could get a/hot; but having only my
flippers on, | found great inconvenience
from the excefsive heat of the Defert, and
was glad to get back again to the river;
for, though my feet were not bliftered,
yet the (kin foon after peeled off the folcs.
Hitherto | had alwaysworn apair of ftrong
boots, which | found extremely conve-
nient both with refpe6l to the heat, and
as a fafeguard from the reptiles and venc-
mous infers, which in fome places were
very numerous; and | was particularly
careful never to go out again fo lightly

equipped.

At two o'clock wc rcfumed our voyage,
and continued tracking up the eaftern
banks of the river till half pad fix.

My
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My feet being very tender from what |
had fuffered at noon, and an impenetra-
ble jungle lying behind usr in which
our people faid there were many lions, |
contented myfelf with fhooting pigeons
by the river fide near the boats, whither
they came in great numbers to drink at
fun-fet.

TUESDAY, JULY 11.

WE fet out again at half part four
o'clock, and tracked up the eaftern
banks, the coUrfe of the river winding
very much, and bearing from N. E. to
Weft* At noon we crofled, and tracked
up the weftern banks, till the evening,
when we recroffed, and pitched our tents
near an extenfive Arab encampment,
where the river was above a mile broad.
Our Sheik, not being under any appre-
hension from the neighbouring Arabs,
lay down near our tents, and took his re-
gular deep.

G 2 Captain
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Captain REID was how become exceed-
inglyill, and, asitfeemed, muftinevitably
pdriith without fome medical afsiftance.
He was much troubled with bile, and had
a liver complaint. | had brought fome
medicines with me from INDIA, made up
by our furgeon, and wifhed to give Cap-
tain REID an emetic to take off the bile;
but on examining my drugs, though
clofely packed in atin cafe, |1 found the
whole entirely fpoiled, having got wet
when the fhip was iiranded on the iflanc)
of CARRICK.

In this neighbourhood were many pe-
licans, by far the largeft birds that fly. . |
often fliot at them, but was never able to
take one.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12.

WE fet out this morning at four o'clock,
and continued tracking till two; then
flopped till three to refrefh. The river

winding as before from N. E. to Weft,
with
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with fliort reaches, we met feveral Kiraffes
laden with refreshments for the Turkifh
army, the cargo of one of them confiding
entirely of water melons.

We continued tracking till half part
fix o'clock, having been interrupted fome
time by a difpute among our boatmen,
who fought up to the middle in water,
fome with fpears, others with tolwas.
Several fpears were broken, but no lives
loft. Our Shelk remained a quiet fpec-
tator of the affray, the quarrel being en-
tircly among the boatmen, and none of
his people being concerned in it.

We made our boats faft to the eaftern
banks of the river, and pitched our tents
near the ruins of the ancient city of
CTESIPHON.

THURSDAY, JULY 13.

DEPARTING this morning at half paft
four, we tracked up the eaftern banks,
G 3 and
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and often obferved, , that many parts
the current fetting againft them had worn
them away consgderably  The banks
being near ten feet perperdicular above
the furface of the water we faw the
foundations of feveral ancient buildings,
which were chiefly of brick, and fo
flrongly cemented together as often to
overhang the water. Here were alfo vifi-
ble a great many earthen jars; fume half
expofed, Othersready to fall into theriver;
and fome of them were of lingular con-
fruction.

The river here takes a circuit to the
fouthward for about ten miles, and leaves
only a narrow neck of land, on which
ape ftill flanding many lofty walls and
towers, being fragments of ancient
CTKSIPHON.

We met with feveral flout veffeds, fome
upwards of two hundred tons burden,
Jaden with fire-wood,'and bound to BAG-
DAD. They appeared to me of fuch a

Angular conftruction, and fo ill adapted
8 for
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for the purpofe, that | was induce!*tb
take a (ketch of oneof them.

The rudder is compofed of a great
quantity of rough timbers very aukwardly
put together, and is guided by a tiller.
They are built of very coarfe materials,
and covered with a thick coat of bitumen.
The lofty head is generally ornamented
with a variety of {hels ftuck into the bi-
tumen. They form altogether a very tin-
couth fpecimen of naval architecture, and
require twenty, and fometimes thirty
trackers; but when the wind blows ftrong*
even they are not able to move them.

On my enquiring the reafon why they
made ufe of veflds fo ill adapted to the
purpofe, that a man with a very flight
knowledge of naval architecture might
foon difcover their inconveniences, and
obferving, that a vefle built upon a plan
fimilar to our warp barges would carry as
much cargo, draw lefs water, and might
be worked with one-third of the men; the

G 4 anfwer
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anfwer | received convinced me of the
danger and inutility of attempting any in*
novation among thefe people. | wastold,
that the children invariably continued to
follow the trade of their fore-fathers; thus
the fons of a carpenter are.all carpenters,
& c; that their fore-fathers had always
built veffels upon the fame plan, and that
it would be reckoned very prophane in
them to deviate from the cuftom of their
anceftors.  This completely folves the
problem, and ihews to what alength fu-
perdition and prejudice is carried among
them.

Thefe people have continued from the
earlieft period to fpeak the fame language,
wear the fame kind of drefs, and eat and
drink in the fame manner. Their mode
of. warfare is ftill the fame ; and fcarcely
the flighted deviation has taken place in
their manners and cuftoms, prejudices and
pafsions; though almoft every other na-
tion has undergone a thorough revolution
within afew centuries.

Should
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Should a man here, convinced of a
defeat in any branch of trade, offer to
adopt an improvement, complaint would
foon be made to the Mufti, and the artift
probably pay for his temerity with his
life.

At fun-fet we pafled JAVER, on the
weftern banks of the river. Though but
a fmall town, it is much celebrated on
account of a very beautiful mofque that
ftands in it. At nine o'clock we croffed
the mouth of a large river running from
the Narth, called by the Arabs SHAT-EL-
DEAAL, and at half pad nine made our
boats faftto the eaftern banks of the river,
which were here upwards of twelve feet
above the furface of the water. They
were likewife fo fteep that we could
fcarccly afcend them; and we found the
top of them fo rough with fmall Ihrubs,
that we were obliged to clear a place be-
fpre we could lie down. Among thefe
fhjubs, however, were many of delightful
fragrance.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, JULY 14.

We fet out this morning at two o'clock,
and continued tracking till two in the
afternoon, when we reached BAGDAD.
The river was very crooked, being nearly
round the compafs, yet from the place
where we fet out in the morning was only
three hours walk by land.

We arrived at the houfe of Mr. J. L.
RENAUD (an agent to Mr, MANESTY, of
BUSSORA), which was very conveniently
iituated adjacent to the river.

An Englishman has at BAGDAD a
privilege which is not granted to the peo-
ple of any other nation. Whatever bag-
gage he may have with him, inftead of
being taken to the Cuftom-houfe, is al-
lowed to be carried to the place where he
is going to refide, and an officer of the
cuftoms is fent thither to examine it.

This
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This privilege was obtained by the foljU
citation of Mr. MANESTYHI favour of his
countrymen, and will at all times be ad-
vantageous to the intereft as well as the
convenience of a traveller.

BAGDAD is feated on the eaftern banks
of the TIGRIS. It isalarge and populous
city, extending along the banks of the
river about three miles; and the length of
the walls from the river being about two
miles, gives it the form of an oblong
fquare. The houfes, though very inferior
to the European, are much better built
than thofe of BUSSORA, but nearly in the
fame ftile.

Many of the public-buildings, fuch as
mofques, minarets, and hummums, are
conftru6ted of hewn Hone, and make a
very handfome appearance. Here is alfo
an extenfive Bazar, whichis well fupplied
with variety of articles; but the prices in
general are much higher than at BUSSORA,

The
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The Armenians are the principal mer-
chants here; the manufactories carried on
are few," and thofe confined to articles for
immediate ufe, as fhoes, boots, clothes,
fadlery, and culinary utenfils.

The Armenians at mosuL fend great
quantities o( copper down the TIGRIS to
BAGDAD upon rafts of timber fattened to-
gether. Ontheir arrival the rafts are fold,
wood being very fcarcc here. The copper
is afterwards (hipped for BUSSORA on-board
large dows, which are ufually about fix
months in performing the voyage thither
and back again. The copper is in fmall
round cakes about fix inches broad, and
nearly two inches thick in the middle
but gradually floping to the edges. It is
of aquality nearly the fame as Englilh
battery cake copper.

This trade, which lias not long been
carried on, isfail increafing to a very great
extent; for fometimcs fhips fail from Bus*
SORA laden almoft entirely with copper;

and
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and | am perfuaded that it will in time
prove prejudicial to the Engli/h manufac-
tories. Labour being much cheaper in
thcfe countries than in EUROPE, they arc
enabled to carry it to a market at a much
cheaper rate ; and this makes it very pro-
fitable to thofe at prefent concerned in it.

Though BAGDAD is much better built
than any other city in this part of the
world, it is ftill very inferior to many
cities in EUROPE.  Every houfe wears the
appearance of a prifon, as defcribed in
BUSSORA, but compofed of better mate-
rials; they arein general of brick, and the
timbers very good, being thofe which are
floated down the TIGRIS.

The ftrcets are very narrow and dufty.
| had near half a mile to go every night
to fleep, and ufually fet out abdut eleven
o'clock, always taking a Turkifli fervant
with a lanthern, as it would have been
very dangerous to walk at fuch a time
without a light. Scorpions, tarantulas,
and other noxious infedls, were very nu-

1 merous.
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merous.  Of the former | have frequently
Killed four or fivein a night; they are of
the large black kind, and their flings often
prove mortal.

All perfons at this feafon of the year
fleep on the tops of their houfes; and |
have often been entertained by feeing the
people run off with their clothes in their
hands at fun-rife ; for as foon asit has rifen
above the horizon it becomes excefsively
hot. | foon learned, however, that even
looking over our own parapet-wall was a
deed of danger; for that the Turks would
not hefitate a moment to fhoot at any per-
fon whom they might difcover overlooking
their houfes. The houfe where | flept was
near the middle of the city, and very
lofty, none being higher in the city, ex-
cept the minarets, the feraglio, and a few
houfes belonging to the minillers and prin-
cipal officers.

Here are many cranes, much larger and
very different from any that we have in
EUROPE. They build their nefls upon the

tops
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tops of the minarets and the loftiefl
houfes, where they are never molefted,
and are in confequence very tame. | have
often been within two yards of their nefts
without excitinginthem any fear.

As there are no canals to water the city,
many poor people are conftantly employed
in carrying water from the river in fkins.
Some take it on their backs, while others
have afles and mules.

Without the walls, to the weft ward, is
entirely deferl, not having the leaft traces
of vegetation, except on the banks of the
river. Behind the city, to the northward,
the fame barrennefs prevails; there is no
water nor any cultivation. To the edft-
ward, along the banks of the river, there
are excellent gardens, which extend about
four miles; and a great many houfesfilled
with inhabitants ftand without the walls.

The city, however, is chiefly fupplied
with fruits and vegetables from the oppo-
fitc
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iite fide of the river, where there is much
cultivation.

The Bafhaw and fome of the principal
people have country feats in this neigh-
bourhood. This was the fcite of ancient
SELEUCIA, built by SeLEucIss, one of
ALEXANDER'S generals, who fucceecled
to the government of this part of the
country; and feveral of his coins are ftill
to be met with in BAGDAD. The gold
coin is worth about two guineas; it bears
as ftrong an imprefsion of the head as the
ancient Roman coins, but has a long
beard.

A little farther, towards HILLA, are
ftill to be feen fome ruins of ancient BA-

BYLON.

Etiring my Hay at BAGDAD the Turkifli
army, confining of fix thoufand horfe,
returned from their encampment on the
banks of the TIGRIS; and their crofsing
the jiver over a bridge of boats at the

upper
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tipper ehd of the city at fuh-rlfe in fegu-
hr procefsion, had a very pretty appear-
ance. The day before their arrival they
fent to BAGDAD a many fheep and cattle
as fold for alack ahd a half of piafters.
Thefe were the flocks that belonged to the
rebellious Arabs.

BAGDAD at prefent is filppofed to con-
tain more treafure than any city of equal
fize in the world; and the immenfe quan-
tity of fpecie and bullion found in the
coffers of the late Kya (or Prime Minifter)
of BAGDAD feems to warrant fuch a con-
je&ure. He was murdered a few months
ago by confpirators employed againft him
by the prefent Kya; and when the Baihaw
feized on his property, an exact account
was taken of histreafure, which amounted
in value to upwards of 3,000,0001. fterling.

The following ftory is related of the
late Kya by the merchants ;and many of
them, much to their forrow, are enabled
to vouch for the truth of it : it afo proves
to what a length many of the Turkiftx

H Minifterg



98 A JOVRNEY FROM INDIA,

Minifters and Bafhaws carry their tyranny
and opprefsion. He was a man (fay they)
of fuperior abilities, had the confidence of
the Bafhaw, and kept a moft ftrict. watch
over the conduct of all officers, civil and
military; hence it was, that fo many of
them readily joined in the confpiracy.
He was withal very avaricious, and in-
vented many lingular methods of adding
to his treafure; among others, the follow-
ing proved very productive: he always
kept fpies over the merchants in the Ba-
zar; and when he heard of any difpute
among them, he would firft fend for one
of the, parties, queftion him refpe6ting the
patter in difpute, and, under a plea of
the government being in want of money,
enquire how much he would give to gain
Nis caufe. The fum was ufually in pro-
portion to the wealth of the complainant,
and the animofity between the parties;
fometimes fo much asfour or fivethoufaiid
porters. He would then fet this man
are, fend for the other party, and ex-
amine him refpecting the qurrel, and as
to the fuin that he would give to gain his

caufe.
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caufe. This done, he would confront the
two parties, and decide in favour of him
who had given the greater fum, returning
the other his money, with fome harih cen-
fures of his condu6t. At length this prac-
tice of the Kya was attended with a very
good effeEh  The merchants found them-
felves fo egregioufly fooled and fleeced,
that whenever any difpute occurred, they
were very glad to fettle it amicably among
themfelves, taking all pofsible care to pre-
vent its reaching the ears of theKya.

The prefent Kya can neither read nor
write. Hewasoriginally a Georgian flave
boy, and brought up in the Haram; but
was afterwards raifed to an inferior office
on the military eftablifhment. Having
heard that the Bafhaw's daughter wiflied
to marry him, he gained over fome of the
military and civil officers, and caufed the
Kya to be murdered one evening as he was
returning from the Seraglio. When the
Bafhaw heard of it he immediately fled for
protection into the Haram, where he con-

H 2 cealed
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cealed himfelf till he was informed that
noinjury was intended towards him.

There was a confiderable commotion in
the city for a few days, which, however,
Was foon fettled by orders being iffued,
that whoever was found in arms in the
iireets fhould immediately be put to death.
The prefent Kya was foon after appointed
to fucceed, and married to the Balhaw's
daughter.

"When it became neceffarv to tranfmit
an account of the affair to CONSTANTI-
NOPLE, it was ftated, that the late M -
nifter had intended to poifon the Ba/haw,
which was the caufe of his being put to
death-

| have often feen the prefent Kya; Le
does not appear to be thirty years of age,
iIs comely, and has a very graceful figure;
but in all probability he will not continue
long in office; the lives of princes in this
country are extremely precarious, perhaps
more
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mx>re fo than in any other country in the
univerfe, as no lefs than feven have been
affafsinated within the laft twelve months.

The laft of thefe was the celebrated
Sheik TWYNEY, who was flain, while afleep
in his tent, by a (lave belonging to the
Waaby. This happened only a week ago;
the news arrived foon after we came to
BAGDAD, and has very much alarmed the
government, becaufe much confidence
was placed in the fuperior abilities of the
Sheik, and he was fully relied upon to
check the progrefs of the Waaby, who
immediately after attacked and defeated
the Turkifh army, and it was apprehended
that he would reach BUSSORA.

Few Europeans tranfact any bufinefs at
BAGDAD, or keep any Confuls there. The
Englifh have no Conful, but their bufinefs
is managed by an Armenian named COJA
MAKELL, avery refpectable man. | had
letters to another Armenian merchant
named COJA STEPHON BABECK, a very
worthy man, who fpeaks tolerably good

H 3 Engiifh,
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Englifh, and, | believe, is the only resi-
dent in the whole city that understands
a word of it.

The French at prefent have here a
Conful named ROUSSEAU, who is a rela-
tion of the famous writer JEAN JAQUES.
They do not, however, carry on much
bufinefs here, having at prefent no com-
munication with INDIA. The French,
during the prefent war, have often at-
tempted to fend difpatches to INDIA by
way of BUSSORA and MUSCAT, but thefe
have always been intercepted by the vigi-
lance of the Eaft-India Company's Refi-
dent at BUSSORA. Here ae fevera
Frenchmen, who appear to have very little
employment; many offered me their fer-
vices as interpreters and companions to
CONSTANTINOPLE; but | refufed their
proffers, as fervants are at all times, and
particularly on fuch ajourney, a very
great incumbrance; and | would never
recommend a perfon who travels to em-
ploy any other than the people of the
country he may bein,

The
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The following circumftance ferves to
fliew in what refpect the Englifh are held
here:

Mr. RENAUD, though only a clerk to
Mr. MANESTY, about five o'clock one
afternoon waited on the Bafhaw for a
firmaun for me. As he was pafsing near
the Seraglio, he heard fome men crying
out mod lamentably. On enquiry he was
informed, that they were to receive two
hundred lafhes each, a punifhment almoft
equal to death. He defired the people to
defift, as he could not bear to hear the
men's fhrieks, (who by the bye had only
received five or fix ftrokcs on the foles of
their feet) and he would intercede with
the Bafhaw to mitigate their punifhment.
On his mentioning this affair to the
Bafhaw, the latter replied, that for his
fake he would not only releafe them, but
would fend them to his houfe, where they
iliould be entirely at his difpofal.

As foon as Mr. RENAUD returned, he
told us the circumftance. About nine
H 4 o'clock
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o'clock the fame evening, while we were
at fupper on the top of the houfe, the
two men, both Arabs, were brought up
to us, ftill uncertain of their deftiny. Mr,
RENAUD, who fpeaks the Arabic as flu-
ently as Englifh, told them that he had
prevailed with the Bafhaw to releafe them,
and they were now at full liberty to go
where they pleafed. It is impofsible to
give the reader an adequate idea of the
alteration in the poor men's countenances
when they heard this. They fell on their
knees, and prayed to GOD and the Prophet
to protect their deliverer.

Captain REID being now exceedingly
ill, and there not being the leaft profped:
of his recovery, my other companions
being afo unwell, | began to prepare for
my departure; Mr. RENAUD having ob-
tained my paflport, or firmaun, under the
Bafhaw's feal, and having alfo engaged a
Tatar, named SIAD AHMED AGA, to a-
tend me,

The
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The Mookadar (or keeper of the feals)
paid us a vifit, which was confidered as a
very great honour. He gave directions to
the Tatar in my prefence to be attentive
to the preservation of my perfon and pro-
perty, for that otherwife he fhould forfeit
Ills head. | had now for the firft time ait
opportunity of obferviirtg the ceremony of
perfuming, &c. which is ufually paid to
men of confequence. But the Mookadar
was an exception to one very general cuf-
tom amongft the Turks, as he did not
fmoke tobacco. On his taking leave he
was complimented with an elegant white
muflin turban and cumbcrband, the arti-
cles molt commonly prefentcd on vifits of
ceremony,

My Tatar drefs being ready, as well as
the trappings of my horfe, | began to pre-
pare for my departure from BAGDAD.
Though | was to travel under the title of
Conful, yet it was neceflary to wear the
Tatar drefs, to avoid being infulted by the
populace, as is alwaysthe cafe when they
difcover an European, whom they call

1 Fringui.
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Fringui. | had alfo my bead fhavcd,
which | found to be of great fervice, as it
kept me cool, and was more convenient to
mein wearing the Tatar drefs.

| had entered into a written agreement
with my Tatar to give him eight hundred
piafters; five hundred to be paid in ready
money at BAGDAD before my departure,
and the remaining three hundred on my
fafe arrival at CONSTANTINOPLE ; and he
engaged not to take any other paflengers
or merchandize under his care. | took
bills from BAGDAD on CONSTANTINOPLE
both for my Tatar'sthreehundred piafters,
and the money | had provided for the re-
mainder of my journey. | had alfo let-
ters of credit on CONSTANTINOPLE from
Mr* MANESTV, in cafe | ihould have oc-
cafion for more money.

My drefs confided of a yellow cap about
afoot high, broad at top and almoft flat, but
becoming gradually narrower till it fitted
the head. The lower part of the cap was
covered all round with black lamMkin

5 about
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about four inches deep, the infide lined
and quilted, and in the upper part fluffed
with wool extremely tight. Being thus
Cdcuteted to refift any weapon, it is an
excellent Saeguad to the head. This
cap, which being very heavy, feels un-
pleafently at firft, is called a Culpack, and
is only worn by the Talers.; My other-ar-
tides of apparel were, a brown cloth coat
trimmed with abroad black filk binding,
wrapping quite round the body with ihprt
wide fleeves, and hanging down to the
calf of the leg; blue Turkifh trowfers
trimmed with black filk binding, made
very wide, but buttoning tight round the
fmall of the legj and ftropg red rboofe to
pull over the trowfers ashigh as the calf
of theleg. The under-drefsis a Turkifl*
gown, with long fleeves buttoning clofe
round the wrift; and a fhirt without a
collar. Turks of all defcriptions have the
neck entirely bare The Tatars wear
drawers, but| wore a pair of ftrong leather
breeches under my trowfers, which | found
of very great fervicee A cumberband

about
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about fix yards long was tied very tightly
round my waift, and in this | hung a
brace of piftols, befide having a large
Turkifh fabre faftened round my middle
with a belt. My European clothes, and
whatever | had not immediate occafion for,
| had packed up in wax cloth; fhirts,
ftockings, and other neceflarics that |
fhould have occafion for on the journey, |
had put into a leather-pouch, which was
feftened behind the faddle.

THURSDAY, JULY 20.

BEING with my Tatar completely
equipped, at five o'clock our horfes were
brought, and | took leave of my compa-
nions. Captain REID was reduced almoit
to a /hadow by the excefsve heat of the
climate: he had been my companion in
many agreeable excurfions, and | could
fcarcely refrain from tears on thus taking
leave of him, without the fmalleft hope
of ever feeing him again.

We
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We rode near a mile through the Bazar,
where the merchants, having been ap-
prized when | fhould go, were waiting
with their letters. My Tatar took, | am
fure, upwards of two hundred under his
charge, this being the only method they
have of forwarding letters from one city
to another. The merchants and Tatars
are, therefore, aways upon very good
terms; and the office of Tatar, as itis of
the greateft truft, is alfo very profitable;
for, befide their other emoluments, they
receive confiderable prefents from the mer-
chants. The letters are not any great in-
convenience to them, giving no farther
trouble than the mere carriage; for when
a Tatar arrives at any confiderable city,
the merchants immediately go to theOnac
for their letters.

Near the weftern gate of the city a
caravan was preparing to fet out, feveral
hundred camels being already |oaded.

As foon as we were without the gates
we fet off at a briflc trot, the firft part of
our
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our road being a perfect defert, without
the leaft appearance of vegetation. Having
ridden about four miles, we overtook the
Tatar's fervant with three horfes, the one
on which he rode had my European
clothes, a few neceflaries belonging to the
Tatar, and a couple of leathern bottles
with water. The fecond horfe had only a
cloth on him and a bridle; being brought
as a referve, in cafe of any accident hap-
pening to the other horfes. The third was
laden with two bales of merchandize, a
thing exprefly againft our agreement. 1
had actually deprived myfelf of many ne-
ceflaries that | might not be encumbered,;
and now finding that my Tatar had de-
ceived me, | thought of returning to
BAGDAD, and charging him with his
breach of contradi. Reproaching him for
his conduct, | threatened to return, which
alarmed him very much, as fuch a ftcp
would in all probability have ruined him.
He i*lemnly aflured me, that he fhould
only take them to MOSUL.

Though
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Though much difconcerted by this con-
du6t in my Tatar, yet having already paid
him five hundred piafters, |1 thought it
better to proceed, even though I might be
detained a few days. The Tatar then pro-
mifing to make as much hafte as pofsible,
we continued our journey, and about nine
miles from BAGDAD arrived at the banks
of a branch of the TIGRIS. The road was
here very rough, and full of ftunted
ihrubs. We foon left the river, and at
ten o'clock pafled through the town of
YANKJA. In the vicinity were feveral
flocks of iheep, watched by ihepherds for
fear of the jackails, which were very nu-
merous, and made a moft hideous noife.
On crofsing a plain weftward of YANKJA,
though between ten and eleven o'clock at
night, I felt much inconvenience from a
hot and fulphureous wind. | tied a hand-
kerchief over my mouth and nofe till it
pafled us, and my Tatar did the fame;
but I began to apprehend fome danger.
As thofe winds were fo ftrong even in the
night, what havock might they not make
when the fun was at its height, and the

earth
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earth at its greateft heat | We continued
our journey at the rate of about five mileg
an hour till eleven o'clock, when we ar-
rived at atown called DOVCOLLA, where
we dept in the open air on a quilt and a
pillow, withall our clotheson. This place
and YANKJjA ae both fmall ftraggling
town?, every houfe being furrounded by a
feparate mud wall.

FRIDAY, JULY 21.

WE fet out this morning at half part
four o'clock, and were foon joined by a
Turk with a fervant and three horfes.
We paired through fcveral villages, and
faw many very fine fields of corn, with
great quantities of game. Small cuts that
led from alarge canal fupplied the country
with water, and made it very rich; the
bridges over thefe cuts were narrow, and
fometimes dangerous for the horfes to paftv
being only a few flicks laid acrofs, and
covered with clay.

The
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The Turk, to fhew his dexterity, went
on full gallop over one of thofe bridges;
but his horfe fell down, and threw him to
a confiderable diftance.

We continued our route at the rate of
four miles an hour till half part fix o'clock,
when we arrived at a Conac in a fmall
village, called HOPE. Here | breakfafted
on eggs and milk, and went to fleep under
the ihade of fome trees near the canal.
A very line ftream of clear water ran
through the village, in which were large
guantities of turtle.

We fet out again at half paft four
o'clock, galloped for fome time over an
open defcrt country, and at feven ar-
rived at a fmall town, furrounded by a
mud wall, called MASSABBAS, near the
banjfcs of the river DEAAL. In this neigh-
botfrhood were the remains of fome mili-
tarjpentrenchments. We faw alfo fevera
wild hogs, fome of which were very large.
They came out to feed at fun-fet, and one
of\ extraordinary fize drew near us, and

I did
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did not appear alarmed* Being very,well
moisted, | rode full gallop towards him
with my fahre in my hand, expecting the
creature would have run away; but | was
foon deceived; for when | came near him,
he put himfelf in a pofture of defence,
prefenting one fide, and inclining his head
towards me. | thought it prudent to
make a precipitate retreat, and am of
opinion that had | attacked him he would
have deftroyed both myfelf and horfe; for,
though | had both a fabre and piftols, | do
not imagine that | could have made any
imprefsion on fuch a monftrous animal.

We now rode at the rate of five miles an
hour, crofTed theriyer DEAAL over a ftone
bridge which had two very lofty ftone
pillars at one end, and at half pad nine
o'clock arrived at a village called CHU -
BUCCAN, where we flept on the bare
ground in the open air.

SATURDAY,
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SATURDAY, JULY 22.

AT half paft one o'clock, as we were
remounting, a large party of Arabs on
horfeback entered the village. We pur-
fued our journey at the rate of four miles
an hour, and at four o'clock again eroded
the river DEAAL over a ftone bridge at a
village called DEAAL-ABBAS. Before day-
break we met fcveral parties of Arabs on
horfeback between CHUBUCCAN and this
place; but they did not moleft us, and we
very feldom flopped to fpeak to them,
only giving the cuftomary ialutation as we
pafled. Here 1 procured bread and new
milk, on which | made a very comfortable
breakfaft. We mounted again at half paft
four, and, turning due Eaft, pafled through
a well cultivated country along the banks
of the river DEAAL till fix o'clock, when
we arrived at ADANAQUE.

This town is fituated at the foot of a
range of mountains, running Eaft and
| 2 Weft-
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Weft, and is well watered by fome clear
rivulets that run from the mountains
Though here is plenty of ftone, yet all the
h<jufes are built with clay, and are only
one ftory high. In this place cranes are
fo abundant, that there is fcarcely a houfe
which has not feveral nefts uponit. They
are very tame, and the inhabitants never
moleft them. When any thing difturbs
thefe birds, they make a violent clatter
with their long beaks, which is fometimes
repeated by the others all over the town;
and this noife will fometimes continue for
feveral minutes. It isasloud as a watch-
man's rattle, and not much unlike it in
found.

From ADANAQUE we fet out on frefh
liorfes at half pail four o'clock, and af-
cended the mountains by very narrow
pafles. Some were cut through the folid
rock, giving room only for one horfe to
pafs at a time. On the top of one of thefe
mountains fome Arabs were encamped,
who exa#ed a few piaftcrs from my Tatar.
There were indeed only half a dozen of

them,
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them, but they were all well armed; and
| obferved them getting their matchlocks
ready, in cafe my Tatar had refufed to
comply with their demands. It requires
fome time for a man to prepare a match-
lock, as he has to ftrike alight. They are
very certain at a fteady mark, but other-
wife cannot be depended upon. They are
chiefly rifle-barrels, and the Arabs are near
a quarter of an hour in charging them.

After crofsing thefe mountains we en-
tered an extenfive vale, through which a
considerable river runs from Weft to Eaft,
called by the natives SHAT-EL-NARIN.
There were feveral Arabs with their flocks
on the banks of the river, which we croffed
at fun-fet. Though a confiderable body
of water, it is afine clear ftream; but has
no bridge over it near this place.

About the banks of this river were fe-
veral very curious animals, afpecies of the
Jerboa as defcribed by BUFFON. They
burrow like rabbits, feem very tame, and
run very faft upon their hind legs. The

| 3 tail
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tail is extremely long in proportion to
the body, and has a large white tuft at
the end. When fitting on the ground
they have much the appearance of rats,
but are about twice the fize, and of a
muhc lighter colour.

We continued our journey, travellingat
the rate of about three miles an hour, and
at ten o'clock arrived at a town called
KARATAPA, Here my Tatar difmHfed the
fenrait he brought from BAGDAD, after
giving him a fevere horfc-whipping. At
eleven \\c fet out again on frefh horfes,
the Turk and his fervant (till accompany-
ing us.

SUNDAY, JULY 28.

AFTER we left KARATAPA, though the
road was often very rugged, and we had
fometimes difficulty enough to diicern
any track, we rode full gallop the greater
part of the way. One fervant ufually
leads one or two horfes, and thofe arc

2 whipped
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whipped by the Tatar or other fervants
who follow. One of the fervants rode up
to whip my horfe; but, being as well
mounted as any of the party, | thought
myfelf able to ride aswell as they. It
alfo appeared to me fomewhat difgraceful
to fuffer my horfe to be whipped by another
perfon; and on one of the fervants (hiking
my beaft, | turned round and lafhed him.
This was a broad hint, to be fure; but it
had the defired effect; for they never
offered to whip my horfe afterwards.

Travelling ftill on full gallop, we pafled
more of thofe encampments where the
Arabs are ftationcd to exact money. As
the night was very dark, no moon being
vifible, and the roads exceedingly rough,
there was fcarcely a horfe among the party
but had one or more falls, though thofe
cattle are in general very fure-footed.

We arrived at KUPPREE at hjaf paft two

o'clock, after crofsing the river NARIN
over a ftone bridge.

(I At
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At four o'clock we fet out again on
freih horfes, and pafled over a very barren
country, not meeting with a fingle habi-
tation. We continued along the bafes of
a chain of hills on our right, running Eaft
and Weft, and, though galloping all the
way, met with no accident, the road
being in general very good. Some of our
horfes, however, were fo mufch tired, that
we were obliged to leave them behind,
and mount the led horfes which are al-
ways kept in referve. At half paft fix
o'clock we arrived at a town called Tvs-
COMARTEE, where we refted,

TUSCOMARTEE is very pleafantly fitu-
ated to the North, at the foot of fome
hills, and is well watered by feveral clear
ftreams that flow from them. It com-
mands a very fine profpect over an exten-
five vale to the South; in which it fhould
feem that in winter there isagreat dea of
grafs, if we might judge from the long
brown tufts that ftill remained. The fun
is (o very powerful at this feafon as to de-
ftroy all vegetation, except near the rivulets

that
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that flow from the mountains, where we
find numerous flocks of fheep and herds
of cattle. Thefe, however, the fhepherds
are always obliged to drive to the town in
the evening, on account of the wild besfts.
Though we had a view over this vale for
near fifteen or twenty miles, | could not
difcover a Angle habitation.

Our fare at the Conacs was tolerable,
and the people were very attentive. In-
deed, if any of the fervants, or even the
mailers of the Conacs, had negle&ed their
duty, my Tatar would not have failed to
give them a good horfe-whipping.

Their mutton is very fine, as is their
poultry alfo. Their kidstoo are very good;
but they drefs their victuals too much for
an Engliihman, and eat extravagantly of
the fat. Their bread is moftly in thin
cakes, and tolerably good. My diet here
was chiefly bread and milk.

At four o'clock in the afternoon we left
TUSCOMARTEE; and, galloping the whole
of
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of the way over a barren country, arrived
at half pail fix at a town called TAOOK.

TAOOK is fituated on the North of the
fame extenhve vale, which is about twenty
miles over, ami has a chain of mountains
on each fide, running Eaft and Weil.

We fet out from TAoOK at half pad
eight o'clock, and, after riding about four
miles, arrived at a town called TEPELLEE
in the fame vale, watered by feveral
ftreams flowing from the mountains on the
North. We did not flop at TEPELLEE,
but continued our journey, riding at about
four miles an hour, the roads being very
rough, and fometimes intricate.

In the nights, which were now very
dark, | could not but thipk that going full
gallop over fuch rough ground mult be
attended with fome danger; and | there-
fore checked my Tatar; but while the
day-light continued permitted him to go
as faft as he chofe.

The
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The Tatars are excellent riders, being
the greater part of their time on horfe-
back; they have not, however, theleaft
regard for the beafts, but gallop up hill or
down without distinction, and keep on till
fomctimes the horfcs fall under the fatigue,
unable to go any farther. Neverthelefs,
thefe horfes are much more liardy and
able to endure fatigue, than thofe of EU -
ROPE. The riders do not feem to be much
afraid of a fall, which often happens in
galloping down hill; for the cap preferves
the head, the cumberband the body, and
the ftrong boots the legs:*and the foot is
very eafily difengaged from the ftirrups,
which are iron-plates, nearly as long as
the foot.

MONDAY, JULY 24,

W E continued riding moderately till
two o'clock, when we arrived at KIR-
cook, afo fltuated in the vale before-
mentioned.

We
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We fet out again on frefh horfesat three
o'clock, and foon after afcended the chain
of mountains on our right. Near the
fummit we found feveral Naphtha pits.
Thefe are dug out of the rock, are about
threefeet deep, and into them the Naphtha
oozesin athick liquid, havingavery ftrong
fmell, nearly refembling that of our coal-
tar. Juft above thefe pits were feveral
rocks of fait.

We foon after found ourfelves among
fome hills ihaped like hay-cocks, which
appear to have been fo formed by water,
being covered with pebbles and ihéells,
like thofe ufualdy fecn on the iides of
rivers.

Toward the top of this chain of moun*
tains, theferound hillswere very large; but
they gradually diihinifhed for about two
miles, when we defcended into an exten-
sve vale.

Thiswas to us a great relief; for it was

moft unpleafant travelling among thofe
5 hills,
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hills, being obliged to make a zigzag
courfe, and finding them in fome places fo
extremely deep, that it was with diffi-
culty our horfes could keep their feet, the
roundifh pebbles giving way under their
tread. Some of thofe hills towards the
bottom were not much larger than a good-
fized hay-cock; and feen from the vale
below they had a very Angular appear-
ance, extending from Eaft to Weft, as far
the eye could reach*

This immenfe range of mountains ap-
pears as if it had once formed a barrier.
Along the top are the remains of a very
ftrongwall, built with ftone and cemented
with bitumen.

Soon after we had defcended into the
vale, wepufhed on, in agallop the greater
part of the way, to ALTON KUPPREE,
wherewe arrived at half paft feven o'clock.

Thisisalarge and populous town, built
on an illand formed by the river ALTON,

dividing
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dividing itfelf clofe above tbe town, and
uniting again a little below it, the town
nearly covering the whole ifland. Here
is at prefent avery large garrifon of Turk-
ish foldiers; and the town may be deemed
impregnable, being difficult of accefs, and
the ufe of artillery not known in this
country.

On entering the town we crofled the
river, over which is a ftone bridge of one
arch, the higheft | ever faw. The paflage
over this bridge is very difagreeable, it
being exceedingly Iteepon both fides, and
like a Gothic arch running up to a point
in the center. The pavement upon the
bridge too is very bad, and my horfe had
feveral falls before | got over it. This
town is at prefent the capital of Turkifh
CURDISTAN, and a Bafhaw refides in it.

We fet out again at five o'clock in the
afternoon, and on leaving the town eroded
the other branch of the river, over which
isa bridge of two arches. This river con-

tains
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tains a large body of water, and falls into
the TIGRIS, afew miles below the town*

Soon after we left ALTON KUPPREE,
we entered a very line and well cultivated
country, fertile in corn and garden vege-
tables, the former being then about to be
cut. A journey of about iix miles brought
us again among hills, with very little cul-
tivation; nor did we fee much fertility till
we arrived near EVRILL, which is thirty-
two miles from ALTON KUPPREE.

EVRILL appearsto have been formerly a
place of fome importance, for it exhibits
the remains of an old cattle on the top of
an artificial hill on the Well fide of the
town, and inthe vicinity arefeveral Naph-
tha pits. It isfaid to be the ancient ARBE-
LA, near which ALEXANDER fought with
DARIUS, and the country for fomedillance
round it is an open champaign. We did
not change horfes here, but continued our
journey four miles farther, and at eleven
o'clock arrived at a town called ANKAVA.

For
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For the greateft part of this flage the road
was very good.

TUESDAY, JULY 25.

THIS morning we fet out from ANKAVA
at half paft one, and, riding very faft, at
five reached afmall town called KiLLICK,
on the banks of the river zARP~ Here
was a caravan waiting to crofs the river, a
paflage that muft take up a confiderable
time, being without boats. The horfes
and camels fwim acrofs, three or four at
a time, being led by a man who fwims
buoyed up by a goat's fkin inflated with
wind, which he keeps under his breail.
The merchandize and paflcngers are car-
ried over on aplatform, which isfupported
by the fame kind of Ikins blown up in
proportion to the weight they have to
carry: We crofled over in this manner,
and were not detained long, the conduc-
tors of the caravan giving us, as flrangcrs,

the preference.
The
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The zARP is a very large and perfectly
clear river, flowing from fome very high
mountains to the northward, capped with
fnow. The country near the river appears
to be very fertile, and produces great quan-
tities of corn, which the inhabitants were
employed in cutting. Having crofled the
ZARP, we were foon re-mounted, and
after riding about fix miles through a fer-
tile country, arrived at another confider-
able river called the HAZIR, which flows
from near the fame fource. Thisis not
fo large as the zARP, but a there were
no conveyances, it was with fome difficulty
we were enabled to ford it, being now un-
ufually high on account of the fnow melt-
ing from the mountains.

We rode very faft over a fine champaign
for about fix miles further, and at eight
o'clock arrived at a town called KARA-
KOOSH.

Horfes not being ready, we had to wait
an hour, though | was very anxious to get
to mosuL this morning, a | thought it

K would
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would gain me a day. Horfes were
brought a little after nine o'clock; but
the fun was now become excefsively hot,
the inhabitants began to retire into the
fhade, and fome of them down into deep
vaults. This part of the country is
reckoned the moft dangerous at this feafon,
on account of the Samiel winds, which
are now at their greatcft ftrenglh, and
more people are deftroyed by them than
in any other way. Both my Tatar and
myfelf being exceedingly well mounted,
we fet out at full fpeed, and continued
that pace moft part of the way, which is
near twenty miles; for the Samiel winds
were beginning to rife before we could
reach mosulL, and they would have gained
ftrength fo fait, that | have no doubt if
we had been an hour later, expofed as we
were, the whole party, men and horfes,
would have been laid dead on the ground.
We reached MosuL at a quarter before
eleven o'clock, after crofsing the TIGRIS
over a bridge of boats. From my long
expofure to the fun, the fkin had come

off both my hands and face. Immediately
5 on
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on my arrival | went to bathe in the hum-
taums, which | found very refrefhing.

MosuL, which is faid by fome of the
inhabitants to be the ancient NINEVEH, is
pleafantly fituated on a declivity upon the
right banks of the TIGRIS. What it may
formerly have been | cannot fay, but it is
now a very large town, and contains many
handfome buildings, exclufive of the hum-
mums, mofques, and mhiarets, which are
all built of hewn ftone.

Here is not fo much referve of manners
as in the cities to the eaftward, women of
all defcriptions being nearly as much ex-
pofed & in EUROPE. The town is very
populous, and comprifes men of various
religions; but the great bulk of the inha-
bitants are Curds, or, as the "Arabs call
them, Kurks,

| took a guide and went over moft part
of the town. The Bazar is large and well
fupplied; and moft of the articles, except
K 2 clothing,
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clothing, are very moderate. The people
appeared much more induftrious than any
| had feen before fince | left India. Va-
rious manufactories are carried on, and in
fome they excel the Europeans. Their
faddles and trappings for horfcs, in parti-
cular, are very elegant. They alfo make
carpets of filk, with flowers worked in
them, which feem to vie with the beft of
our manufactures. They are afo very
dexterous in making edgings and trim-
mings of various kinds, both for men and
women. Their manufactories in copper
and iron too are very numerous; and a
great variety of articles made of thofe
metals are fent down the TIGRIS & low &
BUSSORA, cxclufive of the immenfe quan-
tity of metal fent down unmanufactured;
for they get the ore in abundance from the
mountains to the northward.

The town of mosuL is furrounded by a
ftrong lofty wall built with hewn ftone.
The fpace within the wall is not entirely

occupied by houfes, many places being
covered
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covered with ruins, which proves that it
has once been much more populous than
at prefent.

Directly oppofite the Conac where |
flopped was the Court of Juftice. The
trials here are very ihort; for in lefs than
five minutes after the prifoner is taken be-
fore the court, if he be found guilty, he
is conveyed to receive his punifhment.
The Court of Juftice is opened at fun-rife;
but it does not continue above two hours,
for, asthe reader will perceive, they have
a method of difpatching bufinefs very
quickly,

| met here a Venetian Padre named
MONEUR, with whom | converfed in Latin,
which he fpoke very fluently. He had re-
cently received letters from CONSTANTI-
NOPLE, giving an account of the French
having invaded his country, at which
he feemed much concerned. He was a
very intelligent pleafant man, and much’
more learned than many of the fraternity.
He had his mifsion from the Pope, had
K 3 been
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been a mMosuL two years and eight
months, and intended going.to INDIA
very foon. There was not a perfon in the
whole town that understood either French
or Englifin

| here found that | could not proceed
by the ufual route, on account of the
then turbulent ftate of the country. The
inhabitants of JESSEERA were in open re-
bellion againft the Turkifh government,
had killed the Bafhaw, and committed
many other excefles. | was afo told, that
it was very dangerous to go even a few
miles from MmosuL without a ftrong guard.
In confcquence of this information, my
Tatar waited on the Bafhaw with the
firmaun, who immediately ordered a
guard of an officer and fixteen horfemen.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 26.

AT four o'clock in the afternoon we
were informed that our guards and fcr-

yants were ready. We mounted, and
found
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found them waiting for us at the weftern
gate.

| had now the mortification to find my
Tatar again breaking his promife by taking
the merchandize further. lhougft | had
not hitherto been much detained by it, |
thought that it might be a temptation to
the numerous hordes of banditti that infeft
this country; but as | had no alternative,
| was forced to fubmit to this grofs impo-
sition. The horfes belonging to the whole
party were exceedingly good, and this
was perfectly necefihry, as we had to travel
upwards of a hunched and fifty miles be-
fore we could obtain freih ones. The of-
ficer's horfe was a beautiful white Arabian,
exceedingly fwift.

Soon after we had left the town, many
of the horfemen, to give their bedits a
breathing, exercifed with their fpears,
which to me was one of the fineft fights |
had ever beheld, The officer wore a Icarlet
gown and cameline; his cap was near two
feet high, and ihaped like the crown of a

K 4 hat;
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hat; his beard was long and black; and
he was about thirty years of age. The
foldiers were drefled in white, with fcarlet
caps and turbans, and only wore muf-
taches*

The unfettled flate of the country com-
pelled us to travel up the right banks of
the TIGRIS. We rode moderately at about
four miles an hour, and at feven o'clock
arrived at a fmall village on the banks of
the river, where we refreshed. The coun-
try through which we had pafled from
MOSUL to this village is very well culti-
vated, producing great quantities of corn;
and nearly the whole of the way we fay
ruins on both fides of the river, fome at a
confiderable diftance, and others clofe on
the banks. This village is fituated on the
top of an almoft perpendicular cliff, about
a hundred and fifty yards above the river.

We fet out again at eight o'clock, our
guard now amounting to twenty horfemen.
The road foon became very hilly and
rugged; but after we had got through

fome
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fome very fteep and narrow pafles, where
only one horfe could go at a time, we
again came to the banks of the TIGRIS,
The night was dark, and the road fo very
bad, that it was with much difficulty we
could make any progrefs. We now turned
to the fouthward, leaving the TIGRIS on
our right, andjoined a large caravan going
to DIARBEKIR. It confifted of about two
thoufand camels, three thoufand d&fcs and
mules, and one thoufand horfes; the whole
being conducted by an Arab Sheik, with
a confiderable number of guards.

THURSDAY, JULY 27.

SOON after we had come up with the
caravan, which was about one o'clock in
the morning, feveral Tatars going to Di -
ARBEKIR joined our party; for, though
equipped to travel much fafter than a ca-
ravan, they were afraid to pufh forward.
There are no fixed refidences in this coun-
try, and it is at prefent much infefted by
wandering hordes of banditti. When the

Tatars
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Tatars had joined our party it amounted
to forty horfe. We now rode fafter than
the caravan, which formed a continued
line of full fix miles, and came up with
the head of it at five o'clock. We then
flopped by the fide of a fmall rivulet on
an extegfive plain. Here alfo the caravan
flopped, unloading their beafts of burden,
and pitching their tents as they came up.

My Tatar not having provided proper
accommodations, | was obliged to lie
down on the bare earth with all mv clothes
on. 1 flept, however, till feven o'clock,
when the fun became very hot, | then
went into the Arab Sheik's tent, and
breakfafted with him.

Near this rivulet is a lofty mound of
earth, which commands an cxtcniive prof-
pect over the plain. On the top of this
mound the Sheik kept a watch the whole
day, to prevent a furpiize. Of thole lofty
mounds of earth there are many in this
country, and they are no doubt artificial,
as they always (land fingly on extenfive

plains.
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plains. They muft, however, have cofl
much labour, fome of them being ex-
tremely large.

| here caught fome locufts of an extra-
ordinary fizc, and very thick in proportion
to their length. They have no wings
move flovvly, and are eafily taken. | foon
found it neceffary to be careful that they
did not bite me, for | am perfuaded that
they could eafily have bitten my finger to
the bone. | tried one with a twig about
as thick as a quill, which it bit through in-
ftantly. | then differed one, and on ex-
amining one of its grinders found it nearly
as large as a human tooth, and fo hard,
that 1 was not able to make any iinprefsion
on it with my penknife. The grinders
were nearly the colour of mahogany.

Finding that we were not molefted by
flics or other infects, and afcribing this
circumftance to the excefsVe heat of the
fun at this feafon, I made an experiment
on one of thefe large locufts, by expofing
it to the fun, which actually killed it in

lefs
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lefs than an hour. | afo found that flies,
when expofed in the middle of the day,
fell down almoft inftantly; and that all
kinds of infe6ts muft either get into fome
fhade, or inevitably perifh.

The Sheik was under fome apprehensions
that he fhould be attacked, and took, of
courfe, every necefTary precaution. He
kept about fifty horfemen ready to mount
in a moment, and fent others eight or ten
miles round as a patrole. It was near this
place that the Tatai; whom | have men-
tioned before * was murdered, and this
circumftance was flill frefh in the minds
of the people. It muft, however, have
required a very confiderable force to have
cut off this caravan, there being nearly as
many men as hearts of burden, and every
one armed with fome fort of weapon.
The greateft part had long fpears, and
though thefe might not appear very for-
midable againft regular European troops,
they are perfectly well adapted to the

* Page 35.

prefent
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prefent mode of iighting in this country-
Some of the people had bows and arrows,
and, indeed, one of the Tatars was armed
with them. This man was very dexterous
in ihooting; when on horfeback, he car-
ried his bow and quiver flung over his
ftioulder, and appeared capable of doing
more execution than the fpear-men.

The ground whereon we were en-
camped was covered with long dried grafs
and tobacco leaves, both quite brown
and withered; for no green thing appears
here, except in the immediate vicinity of
water.

Some of the people belonging to the
caravan fet the grafs on fire to leeward of
the encampment, which fprcad very ra-
pidly, and quickly confumcd its fuel.

At half paft five o'clock we fet out with
this immenfe caravan, which required two
hours to be put in motion; and our MOSUL
guard now returned.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, JULY 28.

WE continued in company with the
caravan till three o'clock this morning,
travelling at the rate of only three miles
an hour. The forcmoft perfons of the
caravan then began to pitch their tents by
the fide of arivulet.

Beingjoined by the DIARBEKIR Tatars
and five Arabs, which made our party
amount to twenty horfc, we now left the
caravan, and pufhed forward, at the rate
of fix miles an hour, over an open defert
country, in which not a habitation nor
any fpecies of cultivation were to be feen.

At fun-rife we came to fome rivulets,
whofe banks were covered with grafs and
ruihes, growing very thick and long.
Among thefe were feveral wild hogs,
which ruihed out to the neighbouring
plain as we approached. | faw one
drove of about twenty running towards a

rivulet,
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rivulet, as if they intended to crofs us; and
all the noife the whole party could make
was not fufficient to turn them. Being
exceedingly well mounted, | purfued them
at full fpeed, having with me two Arabs
armed with their long fpears. We overtook
them at the rivulet, when the whole herd
rufhed through, and ran acrofs the plain,
except one, which attempted to hide him-
felf among the ruflics. The Arabs with
their fpears foon found him out. He at-
tempted to run acrofs the plain after the
others, but we purfued clofely, and turned
him- | foon found that the Arabs were
more dextrous than myfelf, for they had
fpeared him before | was able to get a cut
at himwith my fabre. After he had been
wounded two or three times, he became
exceedingly furious, and ran at our horfes,
while we endeavoured to keep him off with
our weapons. The Arabs had the advan-
tage with their long fpears, as | could not
cut him with my fabre till |1 was very near
him. Through my inattention and want
of experience, he at one time actually
touched my horfe with his tufks, and |

was
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was very near being difmounted. Such
an accident might have proved fatal, as
the hog would foon have deftroyed me
while on the ground. He alfo touched
one of the Arabs horfes, but did not greatly
injure either, the horfes being very quick
in their motions. He foamed at the
mouth, and fnatched at the fpears, or any
thing that came near him.  While he had
ftrength we were all afraid to clofe upon
him, and only wounded him as he run at
us. He foon, however, became weak
through lofs of blood, and we then clofed.
upon him, fpearing and cutting till at laft
he fell. | did not obferve that he made
the lead noife either during the chace or
while we werekilling him. He wasrather
under the middling fize, and his colour
was a deep red.

The reft of tbe party did not interfere,
but remained quiet fpectators, and were
highly entertained. To me it was one of
the greatefi treats that could pofsibly have
happened, as | had never witnefled any

thing of the kind before. | had frequently
fcen
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feen wild hogs, and had wifhed much to
attack them; but was afraid to do it alone,
and am now fully convinced how impru-
dent it would have been. They defend
themfelves much longer than | could have
imagined, and when irritated no animal
can be more furious. We left the hog
dead upon the ground, and foon after-
wards faw a very large brown wolf.

We again continued our route at the
rate of fix miles an hour, till half pall
eight o'clock, when we arrived at one of
thofeartificial hillsfituated on an extenfive
plain by a pleafant rivulet of clear water.
There is no fixed refidence to be feen near
this place, and the tents are only tempo-
rary, to accommodate travellers who are
obliged to pafs through this unfrequented
route on account of the prefent difturbed
(late of the country.

We flept in a tent pitched by the fide
of the rivulet, and | was fortunate in
getting alittle bread and milk. | bathed
intherivulet, and found it very refrefhing.

L | dfo
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| afo felt much esfe and comfort from
having my head fhaved, and alwayswafhed
my head in cold water whenever | had an
opportunity.

Atfiveo'clock in the afternoon we again
mounted our horfes; and after travelling
ten miles nearly due Weft, over an open
country which appears to have been once
inhabited and cultivated, though now en-
tirely forfaken, we came to fome fine
itreams of water, on the banks of one of
which are the ruins of a city, which ap-
pears to have been once very extenfive,
and nearly in the (hape of a half moon.
Here were many hewn ftones of very large
dimensions; and among the ruins | faw a
jftone coffin, with the lower part entire,
but could not difcover any infcription
either on the ftones or on the coffin.
About this unfrequented place no living
creatures are to be feen, except wild hogs,
a few wolves, and fome eagles, the latter
very tame. The ftreams, however,
abounded with fifh.

We
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We continued our route nearly due
Weft till nine o'clock, when, having
crofled arivulet, we turned to the north-
ward. One of our party about this time
loft his way, but on his firing a piftol, we
were enabled tofindhim. The nightbeing
very dark, and there being no road or
path to follow, it was fometimes with the
uimoft difficulty that we could proceed.

At midnight we reached a fmall place
called THIES, which contained merely a
few houfes built on one of thofe artificial
hills of which | have before made men-
tion. We refted here half an hour; for |
was now amoft exhaufted with hunger
and fatigue.

SATURDAY, JULY 29.

wE fet out again from THIES at half
paft twelve o'clock, without having been
able to procure any refrefhment. Soon
after our quitting the place we loft our
way, it being extremely dark, and got
L 2 into
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into fome fwampy ground, from which it
wasnear an hour before we could extricate
ourfdves. Wethen crofled feveral ftreams
that flow from a chain' of mountains to
the northward, and rode brifkly till three
o'clock, when we arrived at NISSIBIN.

| congratulated myfelf on again enter-
ing an inhabited country, with marks of
cultivation, which | had not feen fince |
quitted the neighbourhood of mMosuL.

Our Arab guides now left us; but we
were ftill fifteen in number, and for a
party fo large we were not able to pro-
cure a fufficient number of horfes before
feven o'clock.

NISSIBIN is at prefent a fmall and mi-
ferable place; but the many circumjacent
ruins imply that it has once been of more
confequence.

We had now got into the common road;
but moft of the party being badly mounted,
we were obliged to travel flowly. The

fun
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fun becoming exceedingly hot, | wifhed
much to get to MARDIN & foon & pof-
fible.

About fix miles weftward from NISSIBIN
are fome magnificent ruins of an ancient
palace, which appears to have been very
lofty, fome parts of the building being
ftiH of a great height. | had the curiofity
to ride into the inner fquare, where |
found fome Curds drawing water from a
well in the centre about forty yards deep.
The water was very cold and exceedingly
clear. The walls of the building are of
aftonifhing thicknefs; a ftone ftaircafe re-
mains almoft entire; and fome parts of the
walls, which have been undermined, are
fo ftrongly cemented, that in their fall
they ftill adhere together.

We now patted through a finely culti-
vated country, a chain of lofty mountains
on our right ranging Eaft and Weft, having
their fides covered with fir-trees.

L 3 About
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About twelve miles weftward of the firft
fuinsisanother heap, among which avery
lofty arch remains entire. Near thefe
ruins, and a little out of the road towards
the mountains, were fome young Curd
women milking their goats, | took my
Tatar with me, and procured fome milk.
The features of thefe women were much
handfomer than thofe of the Arabs, and
they are nearly as fair as the women in
ENGLAND.

Being now again expofed in the middle
of the day, | fuffered much from the ex-
cefsive heat of the fun. The hot winds
too began to coiled; but before they had
acquired ftrength enough to be dangerous,
we pafled the village called ARIN, and
afcended the fide of the mountain towards
MARDIN, when | happily found myfelf
out of their reach, as they never prevail
in elevated filiations; and | have fre-
quently obferved, that whenever they
/hape their courfe towards a mountain,

they foon fubfide. From near the top of
5 thefe
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thefe mountains, | had an opportunity of
obferving the progrefs of the hot winds,
which was nearly fimilar to what | had ob-
ferved of them when on the banks of the
TIGRIS, with this difference only, that
this being a mountainous fituation, and
the other quite level, they here loft their
force by approaching the mountains, and
in the other cafe by crofsing the riven

Though there is much cultivation and
fome fine pafture in the vale below, the
people are obliged to drive their flocks
towards the mountains, whenever and fo
long as thofe winds prevail.

The afcent was by a bad road, and our
progrefs fo very flow, that it was three
o'clock in the afternoon before we arrived
at MARDIN, and our horfes were com-
pletely tired.

MARDIN, fituated at the top of avery
lofty and rugged mountain, is a city of
confiderable fize, and very populous. The
greater part of the inhabitants are Arme-

L 4 nians,



152 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA,

nians, who are very induftrious, and carry
on feveral manufactories. The city is fur-
rounded by a ftrong and lofty wall built
with hewn ftone; and on the fummit of
the mountain is a ftrong fort, on which
a few cannon are mounted.

The city is built on the fouth fide of the
mountain, at a part where it is extremely
fteep. The houfes are much better built
than any that T had feen fince | left I N -
DIA. Theftreetsrun Ealt and Weft, and
have fteps communicating from one to an-
other. The bafes of the houfes in the
upper ftreet are even with the tops of the
houfes in the ftreet below. The city is
very well fupplied with water, and of
good quality.

The inhabitants, who feem to be a hof-
pitable well-difpofed people, enjoy a pure
air, have as fair complexions as the people
INENGLAND, and in general appear ruddy
and healthy. Many of the women are
very beautiful, and expofe their perfons
nearly e much as the ladies in EUROPE,

2 Provifions,
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Provifions, and vegetables in particular,
are plentiful, good, and cheap; they have
afo mod kinds of fruits, and of the fineft
quality, the climate being exceedingly
hot in the valleys, and temperate on the
mountains*

| found here a mifsionary from ROME,
with whom | converfed in Latin. Hewas
an intelligent pleafant man, and informed
me of many occurrences in EUROPE, of
which | had not before heard. The mif-
fionaries gorrefpond with each other all
over the Empire, and are fpeedily ac-
quainted with every material tranfa&ion
both here and in EUROPE,

The Turks are of adifpofition precifely
the reverfe, and appear perfectly indif-
ferent to every thing that does not imme-
diately concern them.

This city, by its fituation, may be faid
to be impregnable; and fome hiftorians
affirm, that TAMERLANE laid fiege to it

for
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for three years, without being able to re-
duceit.

Finding that it would be dangerous tra-
velling to DIARBEKIR without protection,
my Tatar waited on the Bafhaw with the
firmaun, who immediately gave orders for
a guard.

SUNDAY, JULY 30,

W E left MARDIN this morning at eight
o'clock, accompanied by one of the D | -
ARBEKIR Tatars and his attendants, and
defcended the north fide of the mountain
on which the city is built; of which,
though very fteep and rocky, every little
patch of ground capable of cultivation
bore proofs of the induftry of the Arme-
nians, in abundance of grapes, apples,
pears, plumbs of various forts, cucumbers,
melons, and almoft all kinds of European
fruits and vegetables.

After
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After we had crofled this lofty chain of
mountains, we reached an extenfive range
of round hills, the bottoms of whichwere
cultivated wherever there was water. The
Curd women here labour in the fields as
Well as the men, and refemble much the
peafantry of ENGLAND. Among thefe
hills wc continued travelling for near
twenty miles, when they gradually dimi-
nifhed as we defcended, and cultivation
re-appeared. Some people were fowing,
and others reaping. They have cattle and
horfes in abundance, very few iheep, but
a great number of goats, which feem bet-
ter adapted to the fituation. The hillsin
general were thickly planted with trees,
and we did not get clear of them till half
part two o'clock, when we arrived at the
place where we were to receive our guard
for DIARBEKIR.

We found here a great number of fmall
fheds made of the branches of trees, having
their door-ways toward the North. The
people live in thefe in preference to houfes
at this feafon of the year, and they were

very
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very full pf inhabitants, who appeared to
be all diligently employed.

The women drefs differently from both
the Arabs and Turks. They wear a cap
like that of a Huffar, feven or eight
inches deep, covered with a white cloth,
and bound with a fliawl or handkerchief
round the forehead. Part of the white
cloth protects the neck from the fun; but
the face below the forehead is entirely
expofed. Over their under drefs, they
wear a loofe gown with ihort wide fleeves,
tied round the waift by a fafh. They
wear no (lockings, but haveyellow Turkifh
flippers.

They fpin with a rock and fpindle, and
| have feen fome of them weaving. | be-
lieve them to be as happy people as exift
in the world, and, indeed, content ap-
pears in every countenance.

We dined in one of thefe houfes, or
rather ftieds," with fome Turkifh officers,
among whom was the commandant of

a party
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a party ftationed here, to whom my
Tatar prefented the Bafhaw's order for a
guard. Though | have called it dining,
the fact is, that | could not eat their
victuals, every difh being rendered fo very
fat and greafy. Fortunately, however, |
prevailed on one of the women to go and
milk a goat for me, and made a comfort-
able meal of milk and bread.

It was eight o'clock in the evening be-
fore we fet out, being obliged to continue
on our MARDIN horfes. After we had
parted over this uniform range of hills, we
had (till to travel through fome fteep pafles,
among which, about ten o'clock, it being
then very dark, a laughable circumftance
occurred. The commander of our guard,
who appeared to be a man of courage,
faw a beaft moving at a little diftance.
As we were far from any habitation, the
whole party thought that it was a lion,
and the fize and colour of the animal fa-
voured the deception. The officer muf-
tered his troops, moft of them being ex-
ceedingly well mounted, and armed with

long
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long fpears, and rode toward the fuppofed
lion in a body; nor was it till they were
almoft near enough to fpear him, that
they were undeceived, by difcovering that
it was a hog.

On enquiry | found that among thefe
hills lions are very numerous, and deftroy
many of the flocks belonging to the in-
duftrious inhabitants.

At eleven o'clock we forded a river, on
whofe banks were a great many tents be-
longing to numerous gangs of banditti
who infeft this part of the country. As
foon as we had pafled them, our guard,
expecting that they would follow us, halted
for a quarter of an hour, while we conti-
nued our route. The robbers, having ob-
served the troops, did not make any at-
tempt, and our guards foon overtook us. At
twelve o'clock we forded the river TIGRIS.

At MARDIN, and to the fouthward of
that extenfive range of lofty mountains,
the Arabicis the prevailing language. To

the
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the northward, the Turkiih language is
more common.

MONDAY, JULY 31.

AFTER we had forded the TIGRIS,
which was here very broad, we entered a
fine level well-cultivated country; and
travelling at the rate of four miles an
hour, at half pad four o'clock we again
forded the TIGRIS at DIARBEKIR. We
had to wait till fun-rife, however, before
the gates could be opened.

DIARBEKIR is a large populous city,
and the capital of an extenfive province
of the fame name. It is pleafantly fitu-
ated on an eminence upon the weftern
banks of the TIGRIS, and furrounded by
aftrong lofty wall built with hewn ftone.
On the land-fide it has once been pro-
tected by three walls and two ditches,
part of which are ftill to be feen. Toward
the river, which runs nearly half round the
city, nature has flrongly fortified it by a

folid
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folid rock about twenty feet perpendicu-
lar. On the walls are feveral towers, in
which a guard is constantly kept.

They have alfo fome cannon here,
chiefly brafs field pieces of a fmall calibre,
and a few brafs mortars; but very few of
either are ferviceable.

The city commands an extenfive and
delightful profpe6l over a fertile country,
and the winding ilreams of the TIGRIS
add much to the beauty of the fcene. It
is well watered by means ef a canal from
the TIGRIS, which is cut feveral miles
above, and in fome places through very
rugged ground. A branch of this canal
runs on the outfide of the walls, on the
weftern fide of the city, and foon after
falsinto the river. On this branch are
feveral corn mills; and it being very fteep
where thofe mills are built, the water falls
upon the wheel, and by this means a fmall
body of water acquires great power. They
are fomething like our over-fliot millsin

ENGLAND.
| took
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| took a guide and went through the
greater part of the city. The houfcs are
built with hewn ftone, and theftreetsall
paved. Many of the public edifices are
very elegant. The Armenian cathedral is
a large and handfomc ftructure, about
the length of Weftminlter-hall, but not
fo wide. The roof is fupported by two
rows of pillars, and the whole of the floor
is covered with carpets, for even the
Turks on entering it pull off their ihoes.
The Armenian mode of wodhip is nearly
fimilar to that of the Roman Catholics;
they have their crucifixes and burning
lamps. In the court before the cathedral
isavery handfome fountain, which throws
its water to a confiderable height.

| vifltcd the manufactories alfo, of which
there are great numbers. They manufac-
ture copper, iron, wool, cotton, iilk,*and
feveral other ftaples. Some of their wool is
very fine, and the weavers are numerous.
People of the fame trade ufually live to-
gether; thus, one ftreet contains nothing
but weavers; another ftreet, fhoe-makers,
M another,
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another, fmiths, &c. Their leather is
very good, and they work it exceedingly
well. 1 had cafes made for my piftols,
which were executed very neatly. Here
are a great many dyers, and the waters of
theTIGRIS are faid to be peculiarly adapted
to the purpofes of that trade.

In fome branches, thefe people are
equal, if not fuperior, to many Euro-
peans; but the weavers are very inferior
to the Englifh; and the cloth they make,
whether of woollen, cotton, or filk, is
always very narrow. They entertain a
very high opinion of the Britifh manufac-
tures, and the very name of an Englifh-
man is fufficient to gain the greatefi rer
fpech

The fuperfine broad cloth worn by the
principal peopleisof Englilh manufacture,
as are afo their watches, of which latter |
faw a great many with Arabic characters,
made by " Brookbank, Qf Cornhill, Lon-
don,” and fome by " Prior, in London."™*

People
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People of all defcriptions feem here to
enjoy much liberty. The various fe&ts of
Chriftians have their chapels and churches,
and each follows his own mode of worfhip
without moleftation.

My Tatar informed me, that there was

a Padre here who could fpeak Englifh;
but, as he was lame, if | wiihed to fee
him I muft go to his houfe. | had fome
doubts at firft whether the Tatar was in
jell or earneft, ashe often fpokeironically;
| therefore made him go with me. |
found the Padre to be a Capuchin Friar,
with hisbrown-hooded cloak on. He was
exceedingly ignorant, did not know aword
of Englifh, and underflood but little
Latin. He was very corpulent, had got
the gout, and appeared as if he had been
long accuftomed to drink fomething
ftronger than water. He was a father
confeflbr, and had around fcreen of black
gauze that he could let clown by a line
from the ceiling, and which inclofed the
fair peniterfts when they came to receive
abfolution; but finding him fo extremely
M 2 ignorant,
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ignorant, and fuch a difgufting figure,
| made avery ftiort ftay.

| conceived this to be a mere device of
my Tatar, to ihew what a mean opinion
he entertained of the religion of the
Franks, or, asthey are commonly called,
Fringuis (the Arabs and Turks calling
EUROPE Fringuiftan). He certainly
thought that | had been of the fame per-
flation, but finding me as little fatisfied
with my vifit as himfelf, and being in-
formed by me that the Englifli had no
more crucifixes and images in their
mofques than the Turks, he was inclined
to entertain a more favourable opinion of
the Engliih ; and | do not remember his
ever calling me Fringui afterwards.

| do not, indeed, wonder that the
Turks fhould entertain fuch a prejudice
againft the Chriftian religion; for all the
Chriftian countries bordering upon the
Turkilh empire (and even the Greeks and
Armenians among the Turks) have their
crucifixes and images, which reprefent a
kind
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kind of idol worfhip, to which all Muflul-
men have a particular averiion; and that
alone is fufficient to prevent them from
making any inquiries into the real merits
of Chriftianity.

| went a little above the city to bathe
in the TIGRIS, the hummums being too
relaxing. | had bathed in the hummiftns
both at BAGDAD and MmosuL, which an-
fwers very well for cleanfing the fkiri, but
| found much more benefit from bathing
in cold water. | took with me a guide,
and a fervant carrying fruit and refrefh-
ments.

The city has two gates to the weftward,
which are the only ones ever opened.
There is one to the eaftward, but it is al-
ways kept ihut, and we were in confe-
guence obliged to go round greater part of
the city, which covers about a fquare mile,
all the walls, except to the fouthward,
being quite ftraight, and about a mile
long. Above the walls, on the edft fide
of the city, is a path cut through the

M 3 folid



166 A JOURNEV FROM INDIA,

folid rock, and another leading acrofs the
hill towards the river.  On the fide of this
path are many holes cut out of the rock,
large enough to hold half a dozen people,
and into many of thefe the water falls
from the rock perpendicularly. The lofty
trees near the rock forming an agreeable
ihade, and making it a pleafant cool re-
treat, we faw, as we paffed along this
path, many Armenian women and children
bathing. | was a little furprifed to fee
them & fair as any in ENGLAND; but
they walk much better than the women in
EUROPE, their loofe drefs allowing frge
abtion to the body, and they have befide
a peculiar gracein every motion, to which
Europeans are entire ftrangers.

Though DIARBEKIR is a populous city,
provifions plentiful, good, and cheap,
every inhabitant enjoying full liberty, and
that it isin many other refpedis a defir-
able place to live in, yet there is one
thing which is both difagreeable and dan-
gerous, and reflects great difgrace on its
government: the circumjacent country, to

a con-
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a confiderable extent, is fo much infefted
with banditti, that no one can travel to or
from the city without a ftrong military
guard.

TUESDAY, AUGUST | .

MY Tatar having procurea from the
Baihaw an order for a guard, we fet out
at half paft four o'clock in the afternoon,
without any other than our own fervants.
A Tatar wifhed to accompany us, but |
was abfolute in refufing him, having be-
fore been detained for want of horfes when
our party was numerous.

We rode about five miles over a very
rich country, the whole of which was well
cultivated. At half paft five we arrived
at the barracks where we were to receive
our guard, As they were not ready, it
was half paft feven before wc fet forward.
The guard confifted of an officer and
fifteen men, all well mounted and armed,

M 4 fome
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fomewith fpears, and others with fire arms.
For a few miles we had a tolerably good
road, and a fine open country, with a
good deal of cultivation; but at ten o'clock
we entered a wild defert country, the
ground of which for many miles was co-
vered with largo -ftones, which made it
very difa‘reeable travelling. At eleven
we croffed the bed of a river, now dry,
in which a large gang of banditti had
pitched their tents.  Our guard continued
with ustil! midnight; but by that time
we had got into a very good road, the
guard, therefore, left us and returned.
We now galloped for two hours as fall a$
the horfes could be made to go.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2.

, TURNING to the right, and pafsing over
fome rocky ground and a few hills, we
afcended the mountain on which AR-
QEENAH isbuilt, and arrived at theConac
at five o'clock in the morning.

ARGEENAP
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ARGEENAH is a large and populous
town built in a moft extraordinary fitua-
tion. The mountain onwhich it isfound-
ed, is much fteeper than that of MARDIN,
and cannot be afcended in front. There
is, therefore, aroad up each fide of the
mountain; and acrofs the front of it are
little narrow tracks, fo very lleep that a
falfe flep would be inevitable definition
both to horfe and rider. What could in-
duce the building of a town in inch a
fituation it isdifficult to conjecture. There
is an cxtenfive plain below, with plenty of
water; yet thisis left wholly without cul-
tivation, except a little below the AR -
GEENAH mountain.

The mountain appears at a diflancc like

a barren rock, incapable of producing any
vegetation; and, indeed, thereisno fpon-
tancous produft; but the induftry of the
inhabitants amply repairs the deficiency.
In many places they have gardens, pro-
ducing various kinds of fruits and vegeta-
bles, and in others they even carry mould
to
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to make little artificial gardens. They
have plenty of good water, and the moun-
tain abounds in iron ore, in the extracting
of which a great many people are em-
ployed*

We only refted at ARGEENAH two
hours, fetting out again at feven o'clock
on frefti horfes,

Soon after our departure we found our-
felves entered on a complex chain of
mountains, fo replete with dangerous nar-
row pafles that we were above fix hours
before we got over them,

A confiderable branch of the TIGRIS
runs at the foot of thefe mountains, ipaking
a winding courfe among them, Over this
there has formerly been a very fine bridge
of three arches, but only one now remains
entire. This bridge appears, by the rem-
nant of it, to have been the handfomeft
piece of architecture that | had feen fincc
| entered the Turkifh dominions.

5 We
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We crofled a mountain above MEDAN,
which is commonly called ARGEENAH
MEDAN, leaving the town on our right.
It is a confiderable fmelting-place, and
had between twenty and thirty fmelting-
houfes at work. They colle6l from the
furrounding mountains iron, copper, and
filver ore, and fome gold Thefe they
do not dig out of mines, as is the cafe
in moil countries, but collect it from the
furface.

We pafled fevera men and boys em-
ployed in breaking pieces off the rocks;
but the mountains are fo ftecp, that they
are obliged to carry the ore on the backs
of dfes and mules, There is fcarcely any
vegetation. The poor labouring people are
very numerous, and go almoft naked.

The officer who fuperintends the fmelt-
ing houfes is ufually eftecmed the moft
confidential fervant in the Turkifh govern-
ment, and is perfectly independent of the
Baihaw of DIARBEKIR, though MEDAN is
within his Pachalic.

We
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We now pafled many dreadful preci-
pices, the paths being frequently not more
than a foot broad, and faw feveral fkele-
tons of horfes that had fallen down thofe
dangerous places. Having at length tra-
velled beyond thefe mountains, we came
into a very pleafant valley, throughwhich
the TIGRIS runs. Here were great num-
bers of frefh water turtle, fome of them
rather large. | fhould imagine that they
would be good eating, but on enquiry T
found that the natives never killed them.

This is the moft weftern branch of the
TIGRIS, which rifcs among fome hills
at the head of this valley, and here feveral
streams uniting form atolerably largeriver.

Having crofled the valley, we turned to
the right over fome rugged hills, and came
to the fide of a confiderable falt-water
lake, fifteen miles long and about four
broad. Though feveral fmall rivulets run
into thislake, nonerunoutofit. Towards
the weft end of it is a fmall ifland called
GURGEIK, from which the lake takes its

name.
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name. Theifland isentirely covered with
houfcs; and here are great numbers of
boats, the inhabitants receiving water and
every neccflary from the fhorc.

We pafled the weft end of the lake at
fun-fet; but fome of our horfcs were fo
much wearied, that it was with difficulty
we could proceed; two of them, indeed,
laid down, and we were obliged to leave
them.

Soon after quitting the lake we got
again among fome lofty mountains, and at
half pad twelve o'clock at night arrived at
a large town called GERMILLY. Of the
laft thirty-two hours | was twenty-eight
on horfeback, and out of the laft forty-
two hours had only had one of fleep.
My Tatar had in this rcfpect greatly the
advantage; for | have often feen him fleep
on horfeback when the road was good and
we were travelling at aflow pace.

On our arrival at the Conac, we received
every attention that our fituation required;

but
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but as our beds were on the top of the
Conac in the open air, we could not fleep
after fun-rife.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5.

N OT having been able to procure frefh
horfes here, we fet out again at eleven
o'clock on thofe which we brought from
ARGEENAH. After riding about eight
miles over a very beautiful and well culti-
vated country, we reached another consi-
derable town called KESSIREEK at one
o'clock.

Here too we were unfuccefsful in get-
ting horfes, and we found a BAGDAD Ta-
tar, named MALA BEKIR, waiting for the
fame accommodation. He was returning
from CONSTANTINOPLE t0o BAGDAD, with
fix loads, beingtwelve baesof broad cloth,
under his charge. For his merchandize
and attendants he required fifteen horfes.
| found, on enquiry, that the ufual al-
lowance for a horfe-load of merchandize

from
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from CONSTANTINOPLE toBAGDAD is five
hundred piaftres.

We remained here all day under fome
trees by the fide of a pleafant ftream, and
at night dept upon the ground in the open
air.

| had brought fome Hollands gin with
me from BAGDAD ; but not being much
accuftomed to drink fpirits, | gave the
whole of it to MALA BEKIR, who foon
got drunk with it, together with a few
more Tatars to whom he had given fome.
The Turks who drink fpirits are certainly
very beaftly in their manner of ufing
them; for be the liquor ever fo ftrong,
they will not touch it unlefs they have
above half a pint for a draught.

The Armenians in this country make a
fpirit from the grape which they call
Rackee, and thisthey fell privately to the
Turks. A young man, named MUSTA-
PHA, whom my Tatar brought from M O -
SuUL, and intended to take to CONSTANT

TINOPLE,
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TINOPLE, procured fome Rackee, with
which he got drunk, and behaved very ilL
MUSTAPHA was in the character of an
upper fervant. His bufinefs was to ook
after the guides, and to drive the horfes as
an afsiftant to my Tatar, an office for
which he was intended in due time. He
was the fon of the Mafter of the Conac
at MmosuL, and was taken into our fervice
.by my permifsion, on which account |
had received many civilities from his fa-
ther, who was particularly attentive to
fhew me every thing worth feeingin M O -
SUL.

Thismifconducl of MUSTAPHA induced
my Tatar to beat him the following morn-
ing. Soon after ho had been corrected,
however, hating a pair of piftols of his
own, he attempted to fhoot the Tatar,
but was prevented by fome of MALA
BEKIR'S attendants.  The piltols were now
taken from him and broken to pieces; he
was beaten again,,and feemed to be very
penitent and fubmifsive. This affair had
paflcd over fome time; but one day, hav-

2 ing
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ing a large creefe hidden under his cloak,
he got near my Tatar, and when he
thought he had a favourable opportunity
attempted to cut his head off, which hel
certainly would have done had he not
been prevented by another Tatar who Was
prefent, and feized his arm as he was
making the ftroke. The two Tatars now
feized him, took thecreefefrom him, and
thrafhed him moft foundly. They did not,
however* wiih to take his life, though he
well deferved it;, thus discovering much
more forbearance than ever | expected to
have witnefled among the Turks. Mus-
TAPHA at laft extricated himfelf and at-
tempted to run away; but when he had
got a few yards my Tatar threw the creefe
at him, which turning round as it flew,
the point of it ftuck in the lower part of
MUSTAPHA'S back. He did not diewhile
we were here; but there was not the leaft
probability of his furviving it, there
being no medical afsiftance to be had.
The creefe is a weapon which the Turks
wear in their cumberband, and the blade
of which is ufually from two ahd a half to

N three
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three feet long. They are chiefly won*
by the poorer claife;,. for thofe who can &f-
ford to purchafe more coftly articles wear
a dagger and a brace of piftols. The
handje of the dagger is either ivory or
filver, and the piftol-ftocks are mo-ftly co-
vered with filver.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 4.

W E were flill detained for want of
horfes, there.being none here at prefent
in a condition to proceed.

MALA BEKIR fet out at noon with
mules to carry his merchandize. We re-
mained, and received a promife of having
as many horfes as we chofe inthe evening.

Severa people belonging to the town
now brought their fpinning machines, and
began fpinning under the ihade of the trees
that were near us. Obferving that they
made confiderable progrefs with a ver
iimple machine, | employed my leifm”
in taking, a SKETCH of it.

Defcriptim
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Defcription of a Spinning Machine; ufed at
KESSEREEK AND GERMILTY , in ARME-
K1A, by which one man fpins two thneads,
iwijls the two threads he has fpun bdore
and turns the zvhed at the fafne time.

a The fpinner.

b Thewhed,

¢ The three fpindles*

d The two threads fpinning*

t Theftronglinewith which hetarnsthe wheel fixed
to his cumberband, and running in a block
fattened to a poft behind him*

f His former threads with a plummet thrown over a
forked ftick behind him.

g Two forked fticks over which he throws his threads
while fpinning*

b Another forked ftick for his former threads.

i Theclueon which hewinds his work when finifhed*
fattened by a hook to his belt or cumberband*

N. B. Thethreads may be as long as the fpinner
choofes, if the ground be fuitable. The line which
turns the wheel muft be twice the length of the ground.
He joins his two threads at the end and ;hooks them
to the plummet, then joins his former work, and
winds it on his clue as he returns to the wheel; then
puts the two threads on to the third fpindle and begins

again.
N 2 A Turk
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A Turk of fome confequence in the
town invited me and my Tatar to fup with
him, and treated us very handfomely.
We had pillaw, curry, and feveral other
good difhes, and our hoft behaved in the
moft friendly manner- While we were at
fupper* word was brought that our horfes
were ready.

At half pad eight o'clock, we fet out
from KESSEREEK, and for the firft four
hours rode through a very populous and
well cultivated country, at the rate of
about five miles an hour.

| had often had oecafion to find fault
with my horfes, the Tatar generally tak-
ing the beft to himfclf. For this time,
however, aVery beautiful and high-fpirited
white Arabian had fallen to fny fhare.
This | afcribcel to the very good humour |
had put my Tatar in by praifing him for
his conduct in the late fkirmifh with Mus-
TAPHA; for | always obferved, that he
was excefsively fond of flattery; and to.
tell him that he was a man of courage,
was
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was enough to fweeten him for fome
hours. Befide which, | found it very ne-
ceflary to take his part; for, had any thing
happened to him, | (hould have been in a
very aukward Situation, though | had now
acquired alittle of the language.

| often found that the vifit* paid us by
the Mookadar of BAGDAD had been of
great fervice; for it led my Tatar to confi-
der us all of fome confequence, and |
often heard him mention it with a deal of
ielf-comphcency,

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5.

ABOUT one o'clock this morning we
entered a very mountainous country; and
as our way lay through many narrow and
dangerous pafles, | was under great appre-
henfions from my horfe having too much
fpirit, as a falfe ftep would have been in*
evitable deftruction to us both; yet, |
thought it not advifeable to check him,
and very fortunately he brought me

N 3 through
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through all our perils without any acci-
dent

At five o'clock we arrived at a large
fmelting-town, called GABAN MEDAN.
It is extremely populous, and great num-
bers of its inhabitants are employed in
collecting ore from the neighbouring
mountains, & a ARGEENAH MEDAN..
Here is afo avery handfome mofque, and
a lofty minaret, both built with hewn

ftone.

The town is feated near the bottom of
a fteep mountain, a river running below
it in a very deep channel, which foon
after joins the EUPHRATES, We had tra-
velled about ten miles by the fide of
this river, pafsing many fteep precipices,
and our path frequently fo very narrow,
that it was with great difficulty our horfes
could make good their footing.

We left GABAN MEDAN at ten o'clock,
and foon arrived at the banks of the EU -

PHRATES, being only about a mile from
1 the
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the town. The river here ran in avery
deep channel, and our way was dowa
a narrow path cut through the folid
rock- We then crofled in a ferry-boat,
capacious enough to carry fifteen or twenty
horfes. The river is at this place much
larger than might be expe6ted at fo great
a diftance from its mouth. | drank the
water, and found it had a peculiar tafte,
wholly unlike that of any other water
that | had ever tailed.

After crofsing the EUPHRATES, we en-
tered a ftrait path between two lofty
mountains, by which we continued as
cending for near two hours, keeping to
the left as much as we could. On the top,
to my great furprize, | found the ground
highly cultivated. Proceeding a little
farther, we reached the fummits of fome
higher mountains, on which were no figns
of culture  From thefe, however, | had
a moft extenfive profpect. To the north-
ward was a chain of exceedingly lofty
mountains, ranging N. W. and S. E. hav-
ing their tops covered with fnow. From

N 4 this
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this elevation, favoured too by an atmof-
phere perfectly clear, | could trace the
EUPHRATES &s far as its fource. Running
along the bafes of thofe lofty mountains,
it receives many very large ftreams that
flow from them; and this it isthat gives it
the appearance of extraordinary ampli-
tudc near its fource.

The TIGRIS, running nearly parallel,
receives all thofe large rivers that flow
from the CURDISTAN mountains. On our
left, to the fouthward, were many ftu-
pendous mountains which fupply the other
branch oi\the EUPHRATES; for in this
way it receives almoft the whole of its
contents, no large rivers joining it till it
meets the TIGRIS.

We continued our route almoft due
Weft over avery hilly country, with little
cultivation, till feven o'clock in the even-
ing, when we arrived at fome tents pitched
on the top of a mountain. Here we re-
mained an hour to refrefh, and were vi-
fited by fome of the Chiefs belonging to

the
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the encampment. One of them boafted
that he had feven wives, and enquired
how many | had in ENGLAND. It muft
be obferved, that in this country it is cuf-
tomary for a man to have as many wives
as he can fupport, and the more a man
Keeps, the better is he rcfpcted.

Many of the people in this country,
during the fultry fummer months, leave
their towns and villages, which lie chiefly
in vallies, and encamp upon fome lofty
hills, taking their flockswith them. On
the mountains they enjoy a cooler purer
air, and in general appear as far and
ruddy a the country people in ENG-
LAND,

Leaving this encampment, we descend-
ed fome rugged pafles by aroad fo very
bad, that it was fometimes with much
difficulty we could make our way. At
ten o'clock we arrived at a fmall town
called EMIR, fituated on the weft fide of
a very pleafant and well cultivated valley,

with
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with avery fine ftream of water running
towards the North, Here we remained all
eight, fleeping upon the bare ground,

SUNDAY, AUGUSTS.

FROM EMIR we fet out at half part five
o'clock. There being feveral Tatars, and
a great many other people going our road,
horfes were become very fcarce. My
iTatar, therefore, got a mule to carry his
merchandize, and, joining a large party,
they travelled very fiowly.

For fome time our way lay over ftony
ground, which made our journey fatiguing
and unpleafant. | pufhed on, however,
with a Tatar who had only difpatches un-
der his care, and was going t0 HASSAN
CHILLABY. We pafled over a very hilly
and 'woody country, with feldom any
track to direct us. On this account we
often loft our way? the Tatar's guide not
being well acquainted with the country.

Great
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Great numbers pf people were here em*
ployed in making charcoal for the ufe of
the fmelting-houfes at GABAN MEDAN,
They carry it from this place on mules in
panniers, and we fometimes met fifty or
fhtty in a drove laden with it.

Many of the peafantry here fix their
dwellings by the fide of a hill, the top of
the houfe being even with the ground;
and | Rave often ridden over the top of a
houfe without knowing it, and have with
difficulty avoided falling through.

At one o'clock we arrived at the en-
campment of HASSAN CHILLABY; for
here alfo the inhabitants, having quitted
the town, which was about two milesdif-
tant, had encamped on a hill.

| now found that we could not proceed
farther without a very ftrong guard.

The people belonging to the tent
wherein we refted were very attentive,

and | was fortunate in cultivating the

friendfhip
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friendship of the women, who took fome
pains to provide fuch food and refrefh-
ment as they thought | fhould like bell.
| had alfo a favourable opportunity of ob-
serving their manners and cuftoms.

The whole of the cattle belonging to
thefe encampments are driven every morn-
ing into fuch of the vallies as contain the
greateft plenty of water and vegetation,
where they are watched all day by two or
three perfons employed for that purpofe,
and in the evening are brought back again.
Thetentsare always pitched in acircle, and
the cattle remain all night in the centre.

The people rife at dawn o( day, and the
firft employment of the women is to milk
their cows and goats, which are immedi-
ately fent off again to pafture. The wo-
men then put the milk into afort of bottle
made of a goat's flcin, every part of which
Is fewed up, except the neck; but when
they are churning, the neck istied with
a firing clofe and tight enough to prevent
the milk running out. They then fix

three
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threeftrongflicksintheground, inaform
fomethinglike what we often ufe in raifing
weights, only on a fmaller fcale. From
thefe they fufpend the goat's-fkin tied by
each end, and continue ihaking it back-
ward and forward till it becomes butter;
and they eafily know wfcen it is ready by
the noife it makes. They then empty the
fkin into alarge veflel, fkim off the butter,
put hot water into the (kin to clean it,
and hang it up todry.

Befide this employment, they have alfo
to bake bread every morning for the day's
confumption; forall thiswork isperformed
by the women. The bread is baked on
large iron plates, asin many parts of EU -
ROPE; but fhould any of the women hap-
pen to lie longer than ufual in the morn-
ing, fo as not to be able to get their work
done before the fun becomes hot, they
not only have to work in the fun, but
are heartily laughed at by better houfe-
WiVes.

The
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The principal men who have many
tvites keep them in tentsin a particular
part of the encampment.

MONDAY, AUGUST 7.

I T took up along time to provide fuch
a number of horfes as were now wanted}
for in our train were forty horfe-loads of
filver from ARGEENAH MEDAN, for CON-
STANTINOPLE. The guard amounted to
fifty horfemen; but the filver was under
the immediate care of two Tatars and an
officer of diftin&ion. The troops were
commanded by three elderly men.

The whole party fet out at eight o'clock
in the morning. The troops fcoured the
country on each fide of the road, going at
full fpeed into every inlet where they
could expert to find any of the banditti
that infeft this country.

About
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About four miles from HASSAN CHIL-
LABY, we found neither cultivation nor
inhabitants,, though there is plenty of
good water, and the foil appears favour-
able for culture.

We met a caravan going to DIARBEKIR,
and | had the favour with my Tatar of
drinking coffee with the Chief.

The caravan confifted of horfes, afles,
and mules, camels not being able to thrid
many of the fteep narrow pafles with
which this country abounds.

For about fifteen miles my Tatar and |
kept company with our guards; but we
then pufhed on at a briflc gallop for about
feven more; and at one o'clock arrived at
HADJEE KHAN.

Thisisalarge village lying in avalley.
The land iswell cultivated for about half
a mile round*it; but the inhabitants in
general are very poor, and much addidted
to thieving.

TVESDAY,
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 8.

WE fet out this morning at half part
five o'clock with the filver, having the
fame guard as yeilerday. The firft part of
this day's journey was over a hilly coun-
try, and the horfes with the filver tra-
velling very flovvly, | went before the reft
at an eafy trot till 1 got about two miles
before them, when | came to fome lofty
mountains, from which | had a very ex-
tenfive profpedt. The face of the coun-
try, however, had not a very favourable
appearance, being chiefly mountainous,
except to the N. W. which exhibited a
very exlenfive plain without any cultiva-
tion, and over which lay our road. On
this plain were three encampments,
pitched in atriangle. Two of thefe were
near the path, but | continued my route
at about two miles before the reft of the
company, not having any idea that | was
in danger.

When
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When | got abreaft of the firft encamp-
ment, an officer and fix men from the
guard came up to me on full gallop, and
faid that the people in the encampment
would cut my throat. They took hold of
my bridle and wanted me to return; but
thinking it ufelefs, as a part of the guard
were now in fight, | remained heretill the
whole of our party came up. A few men
came from the encampment and converfed
with the officer. They were remarkably
itrong hardy-looking fellows, but had a
fomething in their countenances which
feemed to indicate that they did not get
their livelihood very honeftly.

Having enquired who | was, the officer
told them that | was an Englifh Conful,
that being the title which | bore in the
firmaun. The men examined the arms of
our guard very attentively, and wilhed to
lay hold of fome of them, but the guards
would not fuffer it. | was not under the
leail apprehenlion of their doing me any
perfonal injury, even before the military
came up; for in cafe they had attacked

O me
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me | fliould not have attempted to refift;
but | thought it prudent afterwards to
keep near my Tatar.

On our reaching the fecond encamp-
ment, four men, armed with fabres and
piftols, flood in the way to oppofe our
pafsing; and as we rode up, they fcizcd
my bridle, my Tatar's, and thofe of two
other Tatars in company, who were all
riding abreaft alittle before the military.
| was perfe6tly pafsive, not fuppofing that
they could mean to rob us, asthemilitary
were only a few yards behind. A fcuffle,
however, enfued; but the guard coming
up refcued me. The man who had held
my bridle in one hand had a drawn fabre
in the other; but on one of the officers
telling him that | was an Englifh Conful,
he immediately let go the bridle. | had
my piftols ready, and was prepared to have
fhot my opponent, had any of the Tatars
fired; but | did not think it proper to be-
gin, not knowing the intentions of thefe
people. One of the Tatars cocked a pif-
tol to fhoot a young man who feemed to

be
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bic Veiy violent; but the military inter-
fering prevented him. The young man,
however, continuing to threaten the Ta-
tar with his fabre, the guard, by order of
one of the officers, furrounded him in
fuch amanner with their fpears and fabres,
that had he moved an inch he muft have
been killed. -In that fituation we left
tfcemj but they foon after came up with
us, and had not put the young man to
death as | expe6ted.

Thefe people feem to be moft violent
againft the Tatars, who frequently pafs
through the country without paying any
tribute; for, being the mcfTengers of go-
vernment, they think they ought to be
exempt. The people here had demanded
fifteen piaftres from each Tatar, who,
having fuch a ftrong guard with them,
boldly refufed. The young man whom |
have juft mentioned as having been more
violent than the reft, had lately had a
brother ihot by a Tatar.

0?2 This
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This is a very extenfive uncultivated
plain, and contains neither ftieep nor cat-
tle but what belong to thefe banditti.
The ground, however, being favourable to
tilting, and the horfes with the filver tra-
velling very (lowly, our guards made fe-
veral matches. They would fometimes
draw out of the ranks half a dozen on
each fide, and throw blunted fpears, at
which exercife thefe men are wonderfully
dexterous, being able to pick up fpears
from the ground without quitting their
horfes. They have alfo a particular me-
thod of avoiding their opponents fpears by
hanging down on the oppofite fide of the
horfe, and thus expofing only one foot,
yet at the fame time going on full gallop.
But though the men are at this exercife
fo much fuperior to Europeans, | was even
more entertained by obferving the motions
of the horfes, fome of which were beau-
tiful white Arabians. The horfeman makes
very little ufe of the reins on thefe occa-
sions, and the horfe is governed by the
motions of the rider's body. If the latter

lean
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lean towards the right or left, the horfe
wiU turn to that fide, and if the motion
be quick will gallop full fpeed. If the
rider lean forward, the horfe gallops
ftraight on; and if the man raife his body
upright, the horfe, though at that time on
full fpeed, will flop in a moment, without
the rider touching the bridle.

At about fix miles diftance from the fe-
cond encampment, we approached an-
other, the Chief of which came to us
alone, and demanded money from our
commanding officer, which was refufed.
He got, however, a few piaftres from my
Tatar.

We then continued unmolefted till we
got within about two miles of DELECTE-
TAS, when we obferved fome men armed,
on horfeback, purfuing us at full fpeed
from the fecond encampment, where it
will be remembered we had the difpute.
The Tatars, being much frightened, fet
out full gallop for DELECTETAS, and & |

O3 was
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was drefled in the fame manner, and
thought they might take me for a Tatar,
| pufhed on with them, leaving the mili-
tary drawn up to receive them,

We arrived at DELECTETAS at two
o'clock, and the Tatars hid themfelves for
forrie time, leftthey fhould be purfued in-
to the town.

When the banditti came up with the
military, and found that the Tatars had
rode off, they returned. Thefe people
always keep a number of horfes near their
tents to be mounted at a fhort notice, ancl
fome of them ready bridled and faddled.

The military themfelves were very im-
portunate for money, and | have, not un-
frequently, been fcized by fome of the
common foldiers, but they were always
fatisfied if | only gave them a few paras.
This indeed was aimoft always .the cafe
when they could find me alone; and even
the officers were not above afldng for mo-

S pey;
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ney; but as | did not expe6l any harfh
treatment from them, | aways referred
them to my Tatar.

DELECTETAS is afmall town, fituated
on the fide of a mountain, in a barren
country, and havinglittlecultivation about
it in proportion to the number of its in-
habitants. Here is plenty of good water;
and in the middle of the town is a large
fquare ftone building. This, as | have
obferved fimilar flrudluresin feveral towns,
| am inclined to think isintended as bar-
racks for foldiers, having a great number
of fire-placesinthem.

Many of the inhabitants have Hacks of
corn on the tops of their houfes. Here
alfo were fome Hacks of hay, being the
firft that | had feen in AsiA, a proof that
the winter is very fevere among thefe
mountains,

O 4 WEDNESDAY,
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9.

w E fet out from DELECTETAS at feven
o'clock this morning, mounted on very
fine horfes, and with the fame military
guard as before.

On leaving DELECTETAS, we had very
rough roads among fome fteep mountains
covered with fir-trees. Beyond thefe, we
crofled an extcnfive uncultivated plain,
fimilar to that we had come over the day
before.

After pafsing fome mod dangerous
places, where, in cafe we had been attacked
by banditti, we could neither have pufhed
forward nor returned to our guard, we gal-
loped a few miles, accompanied by one of
the military officers who had the care of
my perfon.

At ten o'clock we arrived at a town
called uLLASH, pleafantly fituated by the
fide
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fide of ariver whichflowsfrom the moun-
tains we had patted, and runs into the
river CASALMACK. Between the town
and fome mountains to the northward are
two fait lakes, one about three miles in
circumference, the other about two. From
ULLASH, in the neighbourhood of which
there is a great deal of cultivation, we de-
parted at eleven o'clock. Our efcort
had taken a different route, going between
the mountains on our right and the two
fait lakes. We overtook them in an hour,
but did not remain with them long. |
obferved feveral other lakes of the fame
kind on our left, which are very eafily

diftinguifhed, their fhores being crufted
with fait

We now patted over feveral fine plains,
though wholly uncultivated, and at two
o'clock afcended fome very high moun-
tains, from which | had an extenfive prof-
pe&. On our right to the northward were
feveral large towns, and a fine well culti-
vated country. Beyond that was an ex-

ceeding
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ceeding lofty mountain covered with fnow,
from which the river CASALMACK takes
itsrife. | have rarely witnefled a more
beautiful profped: than | had from this
mountain, particularly over the country
to the North, the winding ftreams of the
fiver CASALMACK enriching the fcene.

On the top of thefe mountains the road
was tolerably fmooth, and our horfes being
good we gallopped as fail asthey could go,
and paTed over much ground in a ihort
time. At three o'clock we defcended by
a very fteep road, and, after crofsing the
fiver CASALMACK by a neat ftone bridge
pf three arches, arrived at SIVAS,

SIVAS is a very large populous town,
gnd exceedingly well watered, having fe-.
veral fountains and a great many clear
ftreams running through it. It is feated
on the weft fide of a very fertile valley,
which is ampft furrounded by lofty
jnountains, having no opening except
where the river runs in and out, through

a very
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p. very narrow channel between two deep
hills. Here are two ftone bridges at about
a mile diftance from each other.

Great quantities of corn grow in this
valley, but not much fruit, excepting
plums, apples, and pears; but of garden
vegetables there is great abundance. Iu
the middle of the town ae fome very
extenfive gardens;, and on an artificial hill
js an old caftle now tumbling into ruins.

Though the neighbourhood furnifhes
plenty of good materials for building, the
Jioufes in general have a very ordinary ap-
pearancc, a great quantity of unfquared
timber being employed to fupport an im-
menfe weight of ftone and clay, with
which the houfes are covered. The inha-
bitants appear to enjoy much liberty ; nor
are the women confined, as in fome large
cities to the eaftward.

SIVAS is nearly as large as LIVERPOOL,
contains as many houfes, and is, | think,
fully as populous, Though moft of the

private
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private houfes are but indifferent ftructures,
many of the public buildings are elegant,
and fome of the minarets very lofty.

This might be faid to be the firft civi-
lized place we had met with fince we |eft
GABAN MEDAN ; for the greateft part of
that extenfive country through which we
had pafled is infefted by numerous tribes
of roving banditti, who, like many of the
Arab tribes, have no fixed habitation, nor
ever continue long in one place; and even
the military are afraid to moleft them.
The fmall towns we had come, through
were little more than military ftations,
where troops are always kept for the pur-
pofe of conducting thofe who travel under
the protection of the government. From
this place to CONSTANTINOPLE no guard
is neceflary, and the forty loads of filver
required only the officer and the two Ta-
tars to protect it.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 10.

WE were detained for want of horfes
till nine o'clock this evening, when, late
as it was, we fet out from SIVAS, accom-
panied by twelve more Tatars. Soon after
we had left the town we afcended fome
very lofty mountains, onthe top of which
was a plain for a few miles; but we foon
got again among fleep heights, and conti-
nued travelling as fad as the road would
permit. At day-break we arrived at the
foot of avery lofty mountain, in the Ihape
of a fugar-loaf; which, notwithftanding
our then very elevated fituation, appeared
as high above us as any mountainin ENG-
LAND.

We continued among thefe heights
till ten o'clock, when we defcended
through fome fteep narrow pafles and ar-
rivedat ToCAT.

Throughout
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Throughout this ftage the toads Were
tolerably good, confideringthe face of thel
country; and we had riot fo many fright-
ful precipices to pafs as in the neighbour-
hood of MEDAN. There was only one
indeed that could be reckoned dangerous,
and that was over a ftone bridge of two
arches near the higheft mountain. One
of the arches was nearly down, having
only a very narrow path Handing, that
fcarcely left room for a horfe, and no pa-
Japet to prevent accident.

TOCAT is about the fize of sivAs, but
has a much better appearance than any
town that | had before feen in the Turkifh
dominions The houfes are all tiled, and
chiefly built with wood. Here was the
greateft abundance of fruits that | ever
faw, and remarkably fine in their kind;
the grape vines, in particular, were abun-
dant and excellent* TheArmenians, who
are very numerous here, make an excel-
lent red wine, of aflavourfomething like
claret, but much ftronger. | fent my

Tatar
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Tatar to purchafe fome, and he brought
about two gallons, taking care afo to pur-
chafe as much rackee. On tafting the
wine | found it had a very ftrong body,
and did not drink above half a wine glafs.
There were a great many Tatars and Turks
irt company, who laughed very heartily
at my drinking wine, obferving, that |
drank it like coffee. They would not
tafte it, unlefs they had at leaft a pint to
take off at a draught, and with the wine
and rackee they all got drunk.

| now went into the Bazar to buy fome
fruit, and found that | could purchafe for
the value of a farthing as much as a man
could eat of either mulberries, pears, ap-
ples, Reaches, or apricots; and thofe, in
general, much finer in their kind than
ever | faw in EUROPE.

The town is furrounded by eminences,
and is well watered. On the top of a
lofty rocky mountain, on the weft fide
of the town, are the remains of an old

caftle,
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caftle, part of the wall of which has been
built on the edge of a very fteep rock,
and much of it has fallen down the pre-
cipice.

What could have induced the early in-
habitants of thefe countries to build in
fuch lituations | cannot imagine. | have
generally obferved the ruins of caftles in
lituations very difficult of accefs, and
with their fronts always on the edge of a
frightful precipice. Every necefTary muft
have been conveyed into them with much
trouble, except water, which is aways
plenty among high mountains. They have
been all built with hewn done, but have
not fuch heavy maffy walls as we often
meet with among ancient ruins in other
parts of the world. They appear to have
been built with a tafte almoft equal to our
bed pieces of modern architecture.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 11.

WE fet out, a very large party, from
TOCAT at half pall four o'clock this after-
noon; and, being all badly mounted, and
the greater part drunk, made a curious
figure as we rode through the town. The
ftreets being much crowed, the Tatars
roared like fo many bulls for the people to
clear the paflage, every one being obliged
to give way to them, @ in ENGLAND to
the mail coaches, and if they were not
very quick in getting out of the road,
they were fure to feel fome of the Tatars
long whips,

From the town to the banks of the river
CASALMACK, about amile, isentirely co-
vered with gardens and orchards. We
forded the CASALMACK, and, turning
nearly due Weft, travelled for about
eighteen miles through one of the mod
beautiful vales | ever faw." The richnefs
of the foil, and the great number of in-

P habitants,



210 A JOURNEY FROM | NDI A,

habitants, has compelled them to partition
the land; a circumftance that | had never
before obferved fince | left INDIA, except
in the cafe of gardensand orchards. The
river CASALMACK runs through this vale,
and the hills on each fide are covered with
trees. We turned to our right, and after
crofsing fome woody heights, arrived at
half part nine o'clock at a fmall town
called As SIN, in which flands a large
fquare ftone building as at DELECTETAS.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12.

w E fet out this morning from ASSTN at
five o'clock, and alittle below the town
crofted, by a wooden bridge, a river that
runs into the CASALMACK. We now
took a courfc nearly due Eaft, having
high mountains on each fide covered with
trees. We then turned to the North up a
valley, whiclv interfered this range of
hills on our left, and continued for about
five miles.

At
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At the head of this valley was a coffee-
houfe, where we refted a ihort time and
drank coffee. Our party, not having been
able to get either wine or rackee fince we
left To CAT, were all become pretty fober
again.

We now croffed fome very high hills at
the head of this valley, thickly covered
with trees, and entered a fine well culti-
vated vale, lying Eaft and Weft. We
turned to our left down this vale, the hills
on each fide covered with wood, and when
we had travelled about fifteen miles turned
again to the North over fome lofty moun-
tains, among which we continued till we
defcended to AMASIA, where we arrived
at two o'clock; though fome of our horfes
were fo much tired that we had been
obliged to leave them in the mountains.

For nearly a mile above the town was a
deep valley, in which were many gardens
and orchards. There was afo a fine
ftream of water running from the moun-

P2 tains
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tains that we had come over, on which
wer e feveral mills.

AMASIA is a very extenfive and popu-
lous town, nearly aslarge asTocAT, and
Is furrounded by many lofty rugged moun-
tains. The faces of fome of thefe moun-
tains have nearly half a mile of almoft
perpendicular height; and in one of thefe
are feveral places cut in the folid rock,
fimilar to a Hindoo Pagoda, and which
can only be approached by little narrow
pafles cut through the rock.

The river CASALMACK runs through
AMASIA, but cannot be feen at one view
for more than the length of the town,
making a circuitous courfe among the
mountains, and running in a degp narrow
channd both above and below the town.
It is here a very large river, but much
too rapid for navigation.

Thetown is well watered, particularly
the lower parts, by means of large wheds
near
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near thirty feet in diameter. Thefe are
turned by the ftream, having a great many
large buckets fattened to them. As the
wheel turns round, thofe buckets empty
themfelves into troughs fixed within a
few feet as high as the wheel. By this
method they are enabled to keep up acon-
tinual ftream of water, which is conveyed
by pipes from the troughs to the hum*
mums, fountains, &c.

The houfes in AMASIA are moftly built
with wood, but many with ftone, and co-
vered with tiles as at Toe AT . The greater
part of the inhabitants being Chriftians,
here is only one mofque, and two lofty
minarets, all built with hewn ftone, and
very hand fome ftructlures. The ddme of
the mofque is covered with lead.

The hummums are very extenfive, and
built with hewn ftone. Before thefe are
fome pleafant walks, with feveral rows of
trees, and the whole is furrounded by a
lofty wall.

P 3 The
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The town can only be approached by
two narrow pafles, one toward the North,
and another toward the South; and thefe
are fo very rugged, narrow, and fteep,
that they might be eafily defended by a
very fmall force.

They make here a very good white
wine, fomething like fherry, and very
ftrong. With this and rackee our whole
party again got drunk. A SIVAS Tatar,
named SUXIMAN, who had accompanied
Us from sivAs, attempted to fhoot an-
other Tatar who was returning from CON-
STANTINOPLE, but was prevented by the
reft interfering. It is impofsible to de-
fcribe the confufion among thofe people
when they quarrel. Upon the flighteft
provocation they have immediate recourfe
to their arms, for they are never without
a brace of piftols and a dagger by their
lide. | have feen many quarrels among
them, and fome of the party feverely
Wounded, but never remember any to have
been killed upon the fpot.

My
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My Tatar not being quite ready, | fet
out at feven o'clock in the evening with a
Turk who had accompanied us from SIVAS.
He had four horfes under his care, one for
his guide, one for himfelf, and two with
each a pair of leather bags, but not heavy.
He came under the prote&ion of suLl-
M A N, the Tatar. This Turk was " fond
of wine and rackee.as any of them, and
wag reckoned by the Turks a very fine
finger. Whenever we entered or left a
town, he would iing and roar loud enough
to be heard a mile. | have frequently
feen the people run out of doorsin great
numbers to hear him.

Soon after we had left the Conac, our
Turk having drank as much wine and
rackee'as rendered it foniewhat difficult for
himto keep on horfeback, hebeganiinging
and roaring, and whipping his guide; fo
that before we got out of AMASIA the guide
wifhed to return, but the Turk would not
permit him.

P4 We
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We afcended a very lofty mountain to-
wards the northern pafs, and before we
got to the top it became very dark. As
we came near afpring of water, the guide
faid that he wanted to drink. Putting,
therefore, the fore-horfe's bridle into the
Turk's hand, to hold till he returned, he
availed himfelf of the darknefs of the
night to run away unperceived. We
waited for him fome time, but at laft, fuf-
pecting the cafe, purfued our journey.
TJie Turk leading three horfes, we with
fame difficulty got to the top. Here we
foon loft our road, but were fortunate
enough to difcover a light about eleven
o'clock, which we found proceeded from
a fmall encampment, where fome of the
inhabitants of AMASIA were employed in
getting in their harveft. | wasvery happy
to meet with thefe people; for the Turk
being dill drunk, the night dark, and the
ground fteep, | found myfelf very unplea-
fantly fituated. Even after we difcovered
the light, we had to defcend fome very
fteep places before we could reachit. When

wce
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we had got to the encampment, we tied
the five horfes together, and went to fleep
upon the ground.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13.

THE Turk having been much refreflied
by his fleep, at half paft two o'clock we
got ready, it being now alittle moonlight,
and by the afsiftance of one of the people
belonging to the encampment we got into
the right rqad. It was very rough and
fteep for fome time, and | was glad when
it became day-light. At length we got
from among thcfe dangerous fteeps, and
defcended into an cxtcnfive uncultivated
vale about fifteen miles over. We gal-
loped moil of the way acrofs this vale, the
Turk leading the horfes, and | a6ting the
part of a Tatar, in whipping the horfes to
keep them on a gallop. We arrived at
MARSIWAN at half pall fix o'clock, where
we found the reft of our party. Our
horfes were completely knocked up; even

mine,
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mine, though a very good one, was, by
galloping from one fide to the other to
whip the horfes, become fo weary, that |
was afraid | fliould have been obliged to
leave him before we reached MARSIWAN.
The Turk feemed much gratilied by the
afsiftance | had given him.

MARSIWAN is atown nearly as large as
SIVAS, and fituated near the fopt of fome
woody mountains on the north fide of this
cxtenfive vale. It is well watered, and
abounds with corn, as well as moft kinds
of fruits, which were now ripe. They
have many vineyards near the town, and
make a very good red wine fimilar to that
which we had at TOCAT. The Turk who
had accompanied me from AMASIA again
got drunk, and roared till he became ex-
cessively difordered in his ftomach.

We fct out again from MARSIWAN at
eight o'clock, and continued on the north
fide of the vale for about twenty miles.
At the weft end isatown called AJAMQUE,

fituated
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fituated in a very fine country; we did
not, however, go through this town, but
paffed it on our left.

We now turned to the northward, and
entered a very hilly woody country,
thridding fevcral iieep and narrow pafles
by the fide of a river, fome of which were
fo lofty and ftcep as to make my head
giddy.

We met with little cultivation after we
paired AJAMQUE, till we arrived in the
neighbourhood of OSMANJIKE, which we
reached at feven o'clock.

The town of OSMANJIKE is built round
a ftecp rocky mount, on the top of which
alfo fome lioufes have been erected. It is
a tolerably large town, and ftands on the
banks of the river ATOEZU.

We fet out: again at eight o'clock in
the evening, and crofted the river Over a
rieat ftone bridge of fifteen arches. We
then continued on the weftern banks of

2 the
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the river, and rode very faft over much
rough and woody ground. It was very
dark till the moon rofe; but we continued
to ride as faft as our horfes could go till
half pad twelve o'clock, when we arrived
at afmal] town called HADJEE HAMZA.
This ftage was thirty miles.

MONDAY, AUGUST 14.

w E fet out this morning from HADJEE
HAMZA at fix o'clock, and continued for
about an hour on the banks of the river
ATOEZU. We then found the river take
aturn to the northward, being joined by
another confiderablc one that flows from
the weft ward. We forded the latter, and
continued on the north fide of it for two
hours. The country through which we
pafled was very hilly and woody; near the
river were feveral paddy grounds, and as
much cultivation as the face of the coun-
try would permit. Werode brifkly all the
morning, and at ten o'clock arrived at
TOSIA, aneat town built on the fide of a

hill,
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hill, at the foot of which is a fine fertile
country.  This ftage was twenty-feven
miles.

Quilting ToslA at one o'clock, we
pafled fevcral vineyards, and then got into
a very, hilly woody country. Wetravelled
fome time by the fide of a river, on the
banks of which were a few paddy grounds
in fuch fpots as were capable of cultiva-
tion. We rode brilkly the greatefl part of
this ftage, and arrived at fcven o'clock at
a fmall town called COJASATE, fituded in
a barren hilly country. The Conac here
is a new building, and had better accom-
modations than | had met with fince |
left BAGDAD.

From COJASATE we fet out at ten
o'clock at night. Till the moon rofe, it
was very dark, and the roads bad. The
Tatars galloped as faft as they could, and
in about an hour we got out of the bad
road into a country rather hilly, but per-
fectly clear from wood. In defcencling a
hill, ahorfe fell down and broke one of

his
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his fore-legs. He was loaded with a pair
of leathern bags belonging to the-SiVAS
Tatar SULIMAN; the trappings were im-
mediately taken off the horfe, and put on
another; fo that we were not detained
many minutes. Leaving the horfe upon
the ground, we fet out again, the road
becoming tolerably good, except being
rather hilly. We continued to ride as faft
as our Jiorfes could go, and in two hours
after the firft accident, galloping full
fpeed down a hill, another horfe fell,
broke hrs neck, and died inftantly. We
were not, however, much detained by this
accident, having plenty of fpare horfes;
but rode more moderately after the fecond
accident, and arrived at half part two
o'clock at CARACHURIN. This ftage was
twenty-eight miles.

CARACHTt/RiIN isalarge ftragglingtown
built onboth (ides of arivulet between two
hills. The houfes in general very mean,
and badly built. They are only one ftory
high, aa4 have flat roofs.

TUESDAY,
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 15.

WE departed thence at half paft four
o'clock, and foon after we had left the
town entered a fine open champaign coun-
try. The roads being very good, we ar-
rived at CORREGELAR at fix o'clock, being
only twelve miles.

Thisisafmall and ill-built town, con-
taining about two thoufand inhabitants,
who arc chiefly employed in cultivating
the neighbouring plains. Want of frcfh
horfes detained us here till one o'clock,
when we again fet out, and, after travelling
over a fine cultivated open country for
twelve miles, arrived at half paft two
o'clock at SERKEES, a fmall but neat
town, many of the houfes being built
with hewn itone. We dined here, and
fet out again on the fame- horfes at three
o'clock.

We
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We rode briflcly over a fine well culti-
\ated country till five o'clock, when we
got among fome very fteep mountains,
great part of the road over which was fa
dangerous, that one falfe ftep of the horfe
would have plunged us from the height of
at leaft three hundred yards into a river.

Quitting at length thefe dangerous
paffes, we entered a fine open country on
our right, where was a fmall town by the
fide of ariver. We turned, however, to
the left, and arrived at BAINDER at fix
o'clock. This ftage was eighteen miles.

BAINDER is a fmall town, but ftands
on an eminence, and at a diftance has
a very pretty appearance. The mofque
is an indifferent building, but the minaret
isvery handfome and lofty; and the houfes
are chiefly built with wood.

We left BAINDER oh frefti horfes at ten
o'clock; and, though it was very dark till

the moon rofe, and the roads indifferent,
we
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we reached JEREDARC at half paft two in
the morning, without meeting with any
accident.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST I6.

ON our arrival at JEREDARC, we met
with good accommodations* The town is
in an elevated fituation, being almoft at
the top of a high hill, and it being a cool
morning they had a good fire in the Co-
nac, and the people were civil and atten-
tive.

The town is large, and has a good Ba-
zar, well fupplied. They excel here in
manufa&uring leather, and many other
articles; and there are alfo feveral copper
manufactories.

The houfes have a fingular appearance,
being in general built with large round
trees let into each other at the ends, and
the crevices filled up with clay. Very

Q few
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few houfes are tiled, being chiefly covered
with deal boards.

We left JEREDARC at feven o'clock,
and for the firft five miles patted through a
hilly woody country. We then entered
a very fine cultivated vale, furrounded
with hills covered with wood. In the
midft of this vale is a fine lake of frefli
water.

Hereis a great deal of corn; the coun-
try is cultivated nearly the whole way to
BoLl ; and it appeared to me to produce
more corn, in proportion to the extent of
land, than | had feen in any part of ENG-
LAND. Herewas alfo abundance of fruits
of various kinds.

After pafsing feveral villages both tQ
the right and left, we arrived at BoL!I at
two o'clock. Thisllage is forty miles.

About half way between JEREDARC
and BoLI | obferved fome ruins, of which
moft
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mod of the ftone was marble. Much of
it appearing to have been cut in a ftile of
workmanihip fuperior to any Turkifh ma-
fonry that | had yet feen, | was induced
to take a nearer view, and rode among the
ruins. On one marble column | fyw fe-
veral Greek letters, but much defaced. |
was able, however, to trace theword Zevg,
and am perfuaded, that could | have
fpared time, | might have been able to
have made out great part of the infcrip-
tion. My Tatar and the reft of the party
had left me behind, and | was in confe-
quencc prevented from flopping fo long as
| could have wifhed. About three miles
nearer BoLI, on theright fide of the road,
are fome more ruins, with walls of an ex-
traordinary thicknefs; but | did not obferve
any thing interefting among them, and
therefore paffed on.

BOLI is alarge town in a fertile fitua-
tion. It contains, however, nothing
worthy of particular notice. The mofques,
minarets, and hummums, are all very or-
dinary buildings. The public edifices are

Q2 nume-
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numerous, and the town is well fupplied
with good water.

From Bo LI we fet out on frefh horfes
at half pad feven o'clock. It became
very dark in about an hour, at which time
we entered a large foreft, wherein we
continued for twenty-five miles. This,
my reader may imagine, was difagree-
able enough; for the night was fo dark,
that 1 could fcarcely fee my horfe's head
and was frequently in danger of being
knocked out of my feat by the branches of
trees. It was with fome difficulty that our
party could keep together, and the road
was fometimes fo very fteep, that | could
fcarcely fit my horfe.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17.

IN this extenfive foreft we continued till
we nearly reached DUCHEA, at which
place we arrived at two o'clock, after
fordingalargeriver. Thisftagewasthirty-

fix miles.
DUCHEA
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DUCHEA is a fmall village (ituated in a
very fertile country, but entirely fur-
rounded by large forefts.

We departed thence at fix o'clock, and
foon entered a woody country with very
little cultivation. On our road we met a
hundred horfemen conducting a Turkifh
Baihaw, who rode in the centre of the
troops in a palanquin carried by four
mules, two before and two behind. The
palanquin was flung fo as to be eafy in
every pofition.

We foon entered another thick foreft,
fimilar to that which we had pafled
through the night before. In thiswe had
to travel about twenty miles, and arrived
a HINDAK at half paft twelve o'clock.
This ftage is twenty-feven miles.

HtNDAK isaninconfiderable town, (itu-
ated in a valley amid large forefts, and
contains nothing worthy of particular no-
tice.

Q3 It
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It was half part five o*clock before we
were able to procure frefh horfes here;
and feeing nothing but forefts around us,
| was unwilling to proceed, as it would
be dark long before we could reach
SABANJA, and | recolle<Sted the many
dangers we had efcaped the preceding
night; but after being well afliired by the
Tatars that the road was tolerable, | con-
fen ted to proceed.

For the firft three hours we travelled
through a woody country, partly culti-
vated in the interjacent vallies.

We now pafled upwards of a thoufand
buffaloes carrying fhip-timber to CON-
STANTINOPLE from the forefts through
which we had travelled. Some of the
timbers were remarkably fine; and the
whole had been fquared and formed in the
forefts, where we had feen many fawyers
at work as we came through.

At nine o'clock we crofted the river
ZACHAREA over a wooden bridge about a
2 quarter
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quarter of a mile long. We weie, how-
ever, obliged to difmount and walk over
this bridge; for, inftead of planks, it was
covered with half round pieces of wood,
which frequently gave way under the horfes
feet, and it had neither parapet nor railing.

After crofsing the ZACHAREA, we con-
tinued in avery woody country till we ar-
rived at the lake SABANJA; whence,
keeping along the weftern fhore, we ar-
rived at half paft eleven o'clock at the
town of the fame name. This flage was
thirty-fix miles.

The lake SABANJA is near fix miles
long, and nearly of atriangular form. It
is avery fine flieet of frefh water, and its
being fituated in a woody country, adds
much to its beauty. | found the road
tolerably good all the way, as the Tatars
had reprefented at HINDAK.

Behind SABANJA, to the fouthward, is
flill a continuation of thofe extenfive
Q4 forefts
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forefts through which we had travelled.
They are above two hundred miles in
length, and about fixty broad. In fome
places they are very lofty, and form an
extenfive chain of mountains ranging Eafl
and Weft, which | have always obferved
to have been their fituation fmce | came
into the country. Our route through the
forefts was generally North, and acrofs
thefe was a paved caufeway that conti-
nued the whole way. It appears to be
very ancient, and is now much out of re-
pair. The ftones are very large, and the
earth in many places has been wafhed
away from both fides of the pavement to
the depth of near three feet. It is in
many places undermined, and has fallen
down; yet, though it is now fo very
rough that the horfes can only go upon it
in afew places, it ftill ferves asa guide to
thofe who travel acrofs thofe forefts.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 18.

w E fet out this morning from SABANJA
at four o'clock, and rode through a beau-
tiful country. At about eight miles dis-
tance we had a fine profped: of I1SmMIT,
which we reached at half part eight
o'clock.

ISMIT is a large town, and has a de-
lightful appearance from the valley before
it. The houfes are not over-crowded, and
the profpeft is much enlivened by cyprefs
trees interfperfed all over the place. The
lower part of the town is wafhed by the
fea. Being built on the flope of a hill
facing the South', it is very well fupplied
with water; and on the fide of the hill,
both to the Eaft and Weft, are many vine-
yards and orchards, but more particularly
to the weftward, which isentirely covered
with gardens, orchards, and vineyards, for
five or fix miles. The neanefs of the
town, the garden grounds, the fea, the

finely.
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finely-cultivated country on the oppofite
ihore, and the two rivers, with the corn-
fields in the vale before the town, form al-
together one of the fineft profpe6ts | ever
faw.

We fet out from 1smIT at half paft nine
o'clock, and continued near the fea, fome-
timeson the beach. About twenty miles
Weft from that place are fome ancient ruins
clofe to the fea. Part of the walls, fome
of which are about ten feet thick, have
fallen on to the beach. Seven miles
further Weft is the town of COUSHAN,
very pleafantly fituated on the fide of a
hill Hoping gradually to the fea

About this town are many hundreds of
acres difpofed in vineyards, and gardens
for a great variety of other fruits, which
were now chiefly ripe.

At COUSHAN we left the fea and turned
northward. After we had paffed the vine-
yards belonging to. the town, we entered
a very fine plain, through the middle of

which
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which runs a fmall river that has a
neat ftone bridge of three arches over it.
We now rode brifkly moil: of the way,
and arrived at half paft five o'clock at
GABAZA.

GABAZA is a fmall but neat town,
pleafantly fituated on the fide of a hill,
from the top of which is a very fine pro-
fpect of the ARCHIPELAGO, and part of
its numerous iflands.

From the town to the fea, which is about
three miles, is entirely covered with gar-
dens, orchards, vineyards, and corn-fields.

From GABAzA we departed at half paft
fix o'clock on frefh horfes, and pafsing
through a very fine country near the fea,
fometimes on the beach, arrived at a town
called MARICAR, where we remained an
hour to refrefli.

We fet out again; but, going very
flowly, it was two o'clock before we
reached SCUTARI.

Here
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Here we rode down to the feabeactr,
unfaddled our horfes, and remained till
day-break, when we procured a boat, put
into it what little baggage | had with me,
and crofled over to CONSTANTINOPLE to
have it examined at the Cuftom-houfe.
The officer fuffered it to pafs upon re-
ceiving a piaftre; and we crofled over to
PERA, to the houfe of PETER TOOKE,
Efg. the Eaft India Company's Agent, to
whom T had letters of recommendation.

CONSTANTINOPLE havingibeen fo often
dcfcribed by travellers, and being fo well
known to Englifh readers, the author
thinks it neither expedient nor proper to
fwell this volume by accounts that can-
not pofsibly poflefs either novelty or in-
tereil to recommend them. His obje6l
has been to defcribe fuch parts as he has
vifited, and which had been but little fre-
quented by former travellers from ENG-
LAND.

FRIDAY,
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 25.

HAVING flayed a week at CONSTAN-
TINOPLE, | obtained frefh paflports from
the Porte, and from the Imperial Minifter
Baron HERBERT DE RATHKAAL, and at
half part feven o'clock in the evening of
this clay fet out, accompanied by a Jani-
zary, who was to be paid three hundred
pialires to conduct me to the frontiers.

After travelling two or three miles from
CONSTANTINOPLE, we entered an open
country without the fmalleft marks of
cultivation, and not bearing the leaft ap-
pearance of being in the vicinity of a
large city. Even round the city itfelf the
garden grounds and orchards are very fmall
in proportion to the population.

At nine o'clock, looking back towards
CONSTANTINOPLE, | obferved a dreadful
iire, which my Janizary informed me was
at SCUTARI.

We
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We continued our route over an open
barren hilly country, travelling at the rate
of five miles an hour; and at half paft ten
o'clock arrived at a fmall neat town called
CHAQUEMEDJA.

This town is pleafantly feated at the
head of a fait lake about fifteen miles
long, but of very unequal breadth. The
lake is about two hundred yards from the
ARCHIPELAGO, but has communication
with it by a very narrow channel over
which is a ftone bridge. The ground
being fwampy, there is a ftone caufeway
of about a quarter of a mile long, for the
convenience of paflengcrs,

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26.

wE fet out from CHAQUE MEDJA this
morning at half paft fiveo'clock; and after
crofsing the bridge and caufeway at the
head of the lake, afccnded fome hills,
whence we had avery fine profpect over
the ARCHIPELAGO and the furrounding
country,
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country, which had a more favourable ap-
pearance than in the neighbourhood of
CONSTANTINOPLE, it beingin high cul-
tivation and almoft crowded with villages.

After leaving feveral vineyards on our
right, we arrived at BEU CHAQUE MEDJA
at half paft eight o'clock.

BEU CHAQUEMEDIJA is atolerably large
town, fituated on the weft fide of a hill at
the head of a fait lake about four miles
long, which has communication with the
fca. Here too is a ftone bridge, and a
caufe-way about a quarter of a mile long
between the lake and the fea

Nearly oppofite to BEU CHAQUE
MEDJA, on the Eaft fide of a hill, is a
fniall neat town called CALLITRATTA,
behind which are many vineyards, and on
the fea before the town were feveral fmall
veflels riding at anchor.

We left this place at half paft nine
o'clock, and continued along the fhore,
fometimes
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fometimes on the beach; and at about fix
miles weft of BEU CHAQUE MEDJA we
came to four villages lying nearly equidif-
tant from each other, two being inland,
and two near the ihore. The firft we
cametoiscalled cCOMBURGUS. Itisafmali
village, but has many ruins about it,
which imply that it has once been of
more importance than it is at prefent.

Continuing our route along the beach
fix miles further, we reached a very neat
town called BaADUS. Here is a confider-
able building ftanding on the beach,
having part of its walls wafhed by the
fea. It is a fquare ftruflure and very
lofty; the whole is built entirely with
hewn ftone, has been very well finifhed,
and ftill remains aimoft entire.

Soon after we left BADUS, we crofled
fome hills, whence we had a very fine
profpect over the fea. The wind being
weflerly, there were about a dozen (hips,
befide great numbers of fmaller craft,
going towards CONSTANTINOPLE. Within

the
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the iftands alio there were threeTurkifh
thips of war teturning from a cruize, a
fifty gun fhip, a frigate, and a corvette.
Thefe veflels were warping out of the har-
bour the morning | arrived at CONSTAN-
TINOPLE.

We continued our journey along the
fAore for **Gar eight miles, leaving on our
right a very finely cultivated country,
Which flopes gradually down to the fea.
After pafsing many vineyards and orchards
for about a mile, we arrived at KILLEE-
VER at half paft two o'clock.

KILILEEVER* is a large and populous
town, which has once been well forti-
fied, @ great part of it being ftill fur-
rounded by a ftrong wall. Some of the
mofques and minarets are very handfome
buildings. The lower part of the town is
wafhed by the fea We faw feveral veffels,
fome of about two hundred tons burden,
riding at anchor in a very fine bay, which

* Silivria in the Maps.

R appeared
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appeared to me to be fo well flieltered by
the high land on each fide of it, that
(hips might, in any weather, ride in
fafety*

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27.

FROM KILLEEVER we fet out at three
o'clock this morning, and journied about
eight miles along the fea-fhore, fometimes
on the beach. We then turned to our
right, and, quitting the fea-coaft, pafled
over an open country, with little cultiva-
tion and few inhabitants. Thefirft village
we came to was CONNYCLUE, where we
arrived at half paft fix o'clock, and re-
mained an hour to refrefli. After leaving
CONNYCLUE, wecameacrofsavery dreary
country, in which not atree nor a ftone
was to be feen. The foil is very white,
but is neither clay nor fand; and what
little vegetation there is, is nearly de-
stroyed by innumerable quantities of
ground fquirrels.

The
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The firft figns of cultivation we tnet
with were the vineyards belonging to a
town called CHOUROE, and which are
near three miles long. At CHOUROE we
arrived about ten o'clock, and remained
an hour, when we purfued our route over
an open barren country*  About eight
miles beyond CHOUROE we crofled ariver,
over which is a bridge of fifty arches, all
built with hewn flone, and neatly turned.
So many arches, however, did not appear
by any means neceflfyry at prefent, as
there was not a great body of water in the
river.

We now entered a country poflefsing
higher cultivation and more inhabitants,
and turned about a quarter of a mile
out of our road, to feed our horfes at a
town called CARRASTRAN. In a deep
narrow valley near this town were three
lofty (tone pillars, which, | wasinformed,
were to fupport pipes for conveying water
acrofs the valley to the town.

R 2 We
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We only reiled half an hour here, and
then continued our route. Little variation
occurred in the face of the country till
we arrived in the neghbourhood of
BORGAS, which we reached at half paft
fix o'clock. Here our profpect was much
enlivened by the appearance of a neat
town, and tress interfperfed about the
furrounding country; for we had not feen
any, except a few fruit trees, fince weleft
the fea-coaft.

MONDAY, AUGUST 28.

THIS morning we fet out from BORGAS
at four o'clock, and foon after weleft the
town entered a large foreft, in which we
continued for about twenty miles without
feeing either habitation or culture, till we
reached a fmall village called ASSIBALY.
From this place to KIRKLEESAN, about
four miles, the whole way is covered with
vineyards.

We
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We arrived at KIRKLEESAN at ten
o'clock. Thisis a very large and popu-
lous town, having ten mofques and mina-
rets, and feveral hummums. All the public
buildings are of hewn ftone and marble,
and fome of them very handfome. Here
we procured frefh horfes, having conti-
nued upon the others all the way from
CONSTANTINOPLE.

At twelve o'clock we fet out from
KIRKLEESAN, and foon entered a very
woody hilly country, which abounded
with fine marble. Being on frefh horfes
we rode brifkly, and at three o'clock ar-
rived at a fmall village called ERICLEE,
around .which there was a little cultiva-
tion, the firft we had met with fince we
pafled the vineyards of KIRKJLEESAN.

we did not flop here, however, but
continued our route without any delay till
half pafl four, when we arrived at a vil-
lage called CANAREA, where we put up
at a Greek's houfe to refrefh. The Greeks
are avery civil obliging people, “and our

R 3 hoft
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hoft brought us out the beft refreshments he
had in the houfe. In thefe fmall villages
there are very few Turks, and if there be orie,
it is almoft certain that he is a barber; but
he will ftrut about and affume as much con-
fequence as a baihaw. | had frequently ob-
ferved thefe great men in the little villages
we 'pafled through, and, on enquiry,
was generally informed that they were
barbers. This made me rather more atten-
tive to the actions of the One we met with
in thisvillage, who, after giving the falam
in great form, came to converfe with my
Janizary. | was enabled ever afterwards
to diftinguifti thefe important perfonages.

We only remained here half an hour,
and then continued our journey through
fome very thick woods. At half pad
feven o'clock we reached a village called
FACCUE, where we changed horfes, and
fet out again at half part eight. The
whole of our road was through a clofe
wood till we arrived at a town called
KARRAPCXONAR, Which wereached at half

pad twelve o'clock.
5 The
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The diftance from KIRKLEESAN to
FACCUE is thirty-fix miles, and from
thence to KARRAPOONAR fifteen.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 29.

FROM KARRAPOONAR we fet out at
four o'clock. For the firft two hours our
road was through very thick woods, and |
obferved that our route had been nearly
due North ever fince we left the fea-coaft.

At eight o'clock we arrived at a village
called BENLEE, where we ftopt half an
hour at a Greek's houfe to refrefh. The
mailer of the houfe had two very beau-
tiful daughters. The Greeks in general
have handfome features;, but thefe parti-
cularly attracted my attention. They, as
well as the peafantry in general, had a
very ridiculous cuftom of tying all their
treafure round their necks; and | have ac-
tually feen fome wear three or four
hundred Venetian fequins perforated and

R 4 faftened
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fattened round their neckswith filk fixings,
This cuftom, however, is confined to the
unmarried part of the fex, wives having
no ornament whatever on that part of
their perions.

An arm of the BLACK SEA reaches
within two miles of BENLEE, which in
part feparates ROMALIA from BULGARIA.

After we left BENLEE the country had
a better appearance, exhibiting a great
deal of cultivation all the way to I1DOS,
which we reached at ten o'clock- It
abounded with fine cattle, all milk-white
except their ears and the end of the tail,
which were brown; there were alfo many
buffaloes.

IDOS is a tolerably large town, and
pleafantly fituated. Many of the houfes
are built within a compound, fimilar to
thofe of the Bramins and Nairsin INDIA,
which makes the town at a diftance appear
jxwch larger than it really is.

The
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The peafantry here feparate the corn
from the ftraw by the fame method as in
ASIA MINOR, and which | havS obferved
to be adopted in all countries where the
rains are periodical. They make a ring
about forty yards round, fometimes of
clay, and fometimes paved. They then
bring their corn from the field, and throw
it in a heap in the middle of the ring.
They have a fledge too, which is fome-
times drawn by bullocks, fometimes by
horfes, and fome of thefe have pieces of
iron driven into the bottom to cut the
ftraw as it goes round; though in others
| have feen flint ftones fattened to the
bottom. Upon the fledge is a heavy
weight. Befide the perfon who drives
the cattle, another is employed with a
fork in tofsing the ftraw from the ring if
the grain is extracted, and taking frefh
from the heap in the middle. In this
manner they are enabled to continue till
they have extra6ted the whole of their
corn, without being in any danger of
Jiaving it fpoiled by rain. This is much

quicker
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guicker, and edfier too, than our mode of
thrashing in ENGLAND.

As the weather in ENGLAND is local,
perhaps more fo than in any other part of
the world, and cannot be depended upon
many days together, might notthofe who
have large fams and extenfive buildings
follow afimilar plan, or even build iheds,
which would anfwer as well, and abate
much of the very heavy labour of thrafh-
ing? By this mode they would afo fave
time, and confequently be better able to
attend to the cultivation and improvement
of their lands.

We fet out from 1DOS a twelve o'clock
on frefh horfes; and at two miles beyond
the town entered an extenfive foreft, in
which we continued till feven o'clock,
when we crofled a pretty ample river
called DERRA, and arrived at afmall town
named CHENGA near its banks.

The
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The road through the foreft was fome-
times very bad. We followed the bed of
ariver for an hour, which was rough and
rocky, and the horfes were fometimes in
danger. Though we were frequently near
the BLACK SEA, the trees were fo very
thick that | had not often an opportunity
of feeing it; yet we were fometimeswith-
in two hundred yards of the beach, and
faw a fliip ftanding towards CONSTANTI-
NOPLE,

The foreft in many places has the
underwood cleared away to encourage
the growth of the oaks; and there being a
great many of thefe, and fome very fine
timber among them, from their vicinity
to the fea they may be fhipped with little
trouble.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30.

WE fet out from CHENGA at four
o'clock, and after pafsing alittle cultiva-
tion near the town entered another thick

foreft,
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foreft, which led us to a village called
ENECHEE, after crofsing a river bearing
the fame name about eight miles from
CHENGA.

We foon came to another foreft, in
which we continued till we arrived near
PRAVADEE, which we reached at feven
o'clock.

. PRAVADEE is a large and well inha-
bited town, containing many very good
buildings. It is fituated in a narrow vale
running N. and S. between two fteep
rocky hills.  We remained here an hour
to refrelh and change horfes.

Afcending the hill on the weftern fide,
we had a fine profpedt of the furrounding
country, and on the top of the hill on
the eaft fide of PRAVADEE is another large
town called DISDARCHUE.

We now entered a fine country, and
pafled through a great many villages in

high cultivation, and abounding in or-
2 chards
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chards and vineyards. M oft kinds of fruit
were now ripe, in great plenty, and very

cheap, as were likewife provisons of all
kinds,

Our road lay now more Weft, and we
paffed through a remarkably fine country
in the neighbourhood of a town called
CHBLEPCHA, twenty miles Weft from
PRAVADEE.

On leaving CHELEPCHA we pafted a
village on our right called MADARA ; then
rode acrofs an extenfive plain for twelve
miles, and at three o'clock arrived at
CHUMLOO.

This is a very populous town, and,
though not regularly fortified, is of great
natural ftrength from its fituation, having
afteep mountain behind the town, forming
a femicircle, on which the Turks have
planted feveral batteries of cannon.

During the late war a confiderable
Rufsian army appeared in the plains before
this
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thistown, and defeated the Turkifh forces.
The latter retreated into the town, and
threw up a mud wall with a fofle and
paling before the town, and up each fide
of the mountain. [This temporary forti-
fication ftill remains entire] As the
Rufsian army approached the town, the
Turks played upon them from their bat-
teries on the mountain. The Rufsans
here loft their General and retreated.

On the weftern fide of the mountain is
a thick foreft which is perfectly inaccefsi-
ble to an army.

We left cHumLoO at five o'clock on
frefh horfes, and, travelling weft ward
through a well cultivated country, came
at twelve o'clock to a large town called
ARNOOTKA, fituated in avalley. At one
we reached RASGRAT; and thisis reckon*
ed thirty-two miles from CHUMLOO.

THURSDAY,
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 31.

AT half paft fix we fet out from RAS-
GRAT on freih horfes, and at eight o'clock
Hopped an hour to refrefli at a village
called UCHENCHA.

We now rode for near forty miles
through one of the fineft countries | had
yet feen, with corn and ploughed land on
each fide as far as the eye could reach.

At fix o'clock we arrived a8 ROCHUKE,
but could not fee the town till we were
within half a mile of it, being fituated on
the banks of the DANUBE at the foot of a
hill, which continues for feveral miles near
the DANUBE, and is covered with vine*
yards.

ROCHUKE is a large populous town
about the fize of LIVERPOOL. We did
not, however, ftop here, but croifed the
DANUBE, and landed about three miles

below
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below on the oppofite fide, at a town
called ERGNOFF. The DANUBE is here
an ample river, but does not appear to me
fo large as either the EUPHRATES or T -
GRIS.

We refrefhed at ERGNOFF, and waited
near two hours for horfes and carts, in
which we were conveyed to a village
called cOPUCHEN, where we arrived at
eleven o'clock. On enquiry, | found that
this was the manner in which | was to
travel through WALLACHIA, Thefe poft
carts are light, and run very eafy upon
four wheels. They have not, either about
the cart or the horfes furniture, the
fmalleft particle of iron or other metal
whatever. The horfes are fmall, but run
very faft; for we travelled, upon an aver-
age, rather quicker than by the mail
coaches in ENGLAND.

FRIDAY,



TOWARDS EKGLAND. 257

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1,

WE fet out this morning at fix o'clock,
| had one poft-cart with three horfes, and
my Janizary another with the fame num-
ber.  We met with no cultivation till
nine o'clock, when we reached a village
called CALLIGURRAN, where we break-
fafted and remained till half pad ten.

We then refumed our journey through
a very fine country, though little culti-
vated. The foil, however, appears well
adapted for culture, being a ftrong brown
earth, very even, and not a ftone to be
feen the natural produce of the place.

At twelve o'clock we crofied a large
river called ARJECTS over a bridge of boats
made faft by a cable. Loofe pieces of
wood, half fquared, were laid athwart
the boats, which made it very difagree-
ble crofsing. We then continued our
route through a fine country in which

S little



little corn vtas grown, except maize, and
at three o'clock reached BUKAREST, the
capital of WALLACSIA, and the refidence
of the HOSPODAR.

| now made ufe of the fetters o( intro-
duction which | had received from the
Imperial Minifter Baron HERBERT DE
RATHKAAL at CONSTANTINOPLE to M.
DE MERKELIUS, thelmperial Conful Ge-
neral here; from whom | received the
greateft civilities, and at whofe houfe |
remained till Monday the 4tli.

He politely took me in his carriage all
round the environs of BUKAREST, and
gave me every information that .l could
with refpecting the country.

BUKAREST isa very extenfive and po-
pulous city, containing three hundred and
fixty Greek churches, one Roman and one
Lutheran chapel, and a few convents.
Here are no Turkith mofques, nor are
they permitted to be built in any part of
the province. Gentlemen's carriages are

here
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herevery numerals, And a HMmuI is looked
upon in no other light than as afervant or
a peafant, who does not keep one, A
coach, with apair of horfesand a driver,
may be all kept here for fifty pound?
fterling. The coachmen and footmen are
in general Egyptian flaves.

There is much intrigue carried on in
the higher clafles, particularly among the
married people, A man neve fesshisin-
tended bride till they exchange rings, a
ceremony that takes place a few days be-
fore\he marriage; for the parents or
guardians of both parties make up the
match without alking the confent of
either.

In avery fhort time after the marriage
ceremony the parties generally difcontinue
fleeping together, each carrying on their
refpective intrigues. The ladies ufually
keep their feparate carriages, as a coach,
with aproper equipage, iscommonly apart
of themarriageportion. The unmarried

S 2 young
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young ladies, however, are kept up as
elofe as in a nunnery, and are, not per-
mitted to keep company with any men
whatever until the ceremony of exchang-
ing ringswith their intended hufbands has
taken place.

| believe there are few people in the
world, particularly among thofe who call
themfelves Chriftians, that make more
profefsons of religion than thefe people,
and in reality have lefs. In fome af the
churches here they have prayers continu-
aly from morning till night, and there are
chaunted as in Catholic chapels.

Their language is harmonious, fome-
thing refembling the Greek, and indeed
hes feveral Greek charactersin it

WALLACHIA pofleflesin general a rich
foil, but is rather woody. In the greateft
part of the province there is fcarcely a
hill or ftone the natural produce of the
country. Their cornischiefly maize, of

which
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Which they have a great quantity; yet
good wheaten bread is to be had in the
Jarger towns.

Provifions of all kinds are very cheap;
and | bought a "fine fowl for fix Turkifh
parra, value about three halfpence fterling.

The inhabitants in general are Greeks,
and they have not many foreignersamong
them. In the larger towns, however,
there are fome Jews and a few Germans.

They ere6l crucifixes near the roads,
fome of thefc are of ftone, but they are
chiefly made of wood. All, however,
are painted; fome having JESUS CHRIST,
fome the VIRGIN MARY, others the
Twelve Apoftles, fomethe Ten Command-
ments, prayers, & c. depicted on them.
Thefe crucifixes are very numerous, and
moft of the country people make their
obedience as they pafs them.

The province is well watered; the
bridgesare all built with wood ; but they
S3 have
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have a very ridiculous cuftom of laying
loofe pieces of half-squared timber acrofs
the bridges, which frequently give way
under the horfes feet.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4.

HAVING provided fome negeffaries and
provifions for my journey, aswell as fome
trifles which | might have occafion for
while performing quarantine, | took leave
of my kind hoft, M. DE MERKELIUS, to
whom | am apprehenfive that | piuft al-
ways remain indebted.

| had here a poft-cart fimilar to what |
camein, but with four horfes, for | wiflied
to travel as quick as pofsble. | had a
Janizary to accompany me, who rode on
horfeback, and was of much fervice in
interpreting, aswell asin providing horfes,
fo as to prevent unneceffary delays. | was
anxiousto arrive at the LAZARETTO before
fun-fet the following day, as | fliould
thereby fave a whole day and night. |
travelled,
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travelled, 'therefore, much fafter than |
could have expected, and even quicker
than the mail in ENGLAND, as will ap-
pear by the following diftances and towns
through which | palled.

German POFTS,
BUKARESTtoPOLONTINE. . . . . 1%
FLOREST. . . . . . 2
GIEST. . . . . . . . 3
GIERBUOFF. . . . . 2
PITTEST .. 1%
MOARA . . . . . . 1%
ARGISH. . . . . . . 2
SALATROOK. . . . . 3%
PERISHAW. . . . .2
KEENEN. . . . . . 2
ROTHENTHURNPASS,
where | performed quarantine,)
22

which, reckoning 12 Englifh jniles to a
CJerman poft, is 270 miles.

The above are not the only towns
through which | paffed ; but are specified
as being the places appointed for frefh

S 4 horfce.
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horfes, which are always kept ready on
purpofe to convey the German mails, and
are paid,for that fervice by M. DE MER*
KELIUS, who has great part of the ma-
nagement of forwarding the German poft
from CONSTANTINOPLE to the frontiers,
and through whofe hands all the Eaft
India Company's difpatches pafs, on their
way to VIENNA,

| arrived at the ROTHEN THURN PASS
at five o'clock in the afternoon of the
5th September; when my quarantine com-
menced. | had brought letters from M«
DE MERKELIUS to the Director of the
LAZARETTO, however, which proved of
much fervice; for | was in confequence
particularly attended to, had a fervant
appointed to wait on me, and was fupplied
with plenty of the beft provifions, wine,
gnd fruits,

When at CONSTANTINOPLE, | wifhed
piuch to come through SErVIA and BEL-
GRADE, and to perform quarantine at
JJEMLIN, but was indgeed to decline

coming
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coming that route on being informed* that
| fhould be detained thirty days, whereas
by this route | ftiould only be delayed tea
days by the quarantine. This rpute alfo
being appointed by the Germans for con-
ducting the poft, | experienced no other
detention whatever; in theother, | fhould
have been liable to many delays.

My Janizary and myfelf had travelled
fo faft asactually to keep in company with
the poft till after we crofted the DANUBE,
when | found myfelf fo much fatigued
that | preferred remaining all night to
continuing with the poft any longer. |
have often had the vanity to think that |
was as able to endurefatigue and hard-
ihips as moft men, always enjoying a
good ftrong conftitution, and from choice
having been accuftomed to live tempe-
rately; but | have had experience enough
to know, that | muft fubmit to the Turks,*
whofe patience and perfeverance in per-

forming the longeft journies exceed all
belief.

From
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From the night of the 25th Auguft to
the evening of the 31ft, | bad travelled fix
Juindred and feventy-two Englifh miles,
as will appear by the following diftances,
given me by M . dE. MERKELIITS, theDi-
rector of the Poft, and on whofe know-
ledge and vppacity | may have perfect
dependence,

German Pofta
From CONSTANTINOPLE tO ROCHUKE
on the DANUBE, through ROMALIA

and BULGARIA. . . . . . . . . 50

From ERGUOFF on the DANUBE to
BUKAREST . ..... C 6
56;

which, reckoning 12 Englifh miles to a
German poft, is 672 miles.

The latter has been accurately afcer-
tained by the German engineers, who had
the conducing of artillery to ERGUOFF in
the late war.

% On the 14th September my quarantine
expired, theday on which I arrived being
reckoned
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Reckoned as one, becaufe | was there be-
fore fun-fet;. As there was no carriage
ready, the Diredtpr recommended me to
wait till the following morning, the poll
being expected at fix o'clock. After
breakfafting with the Director, who made
many apologies for not attending me
better, being preyented from having any
communication, | made his two chil-
dren a prefejit, and took my leave, per-
fectly fatisfied with his conduct.

J fet out in the poft-cart, a carriage
built on purpofe, and with better accom-
modations and more conveniencies than

the WAJ-LACJUAN; though both are very
light.

Our road for the firft fix miles was near
the banks of the river ALAUTA, with
very high hills and thick woods on each
fide. There are many fieep narrow pafles
here, but juft broad enough for the car-

riage, and which have been cut out of
the folid rocks.

At
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At BOETZHAR all my paffports, and
certificates of having performed the qua-
ran tine, were examined.

After getting through thofe pafles we
entered a fine open country, in which nu-
merous villages and fome confidferable
towns were to be feen, and the greater
part of the whole was cultivated.

At eleven o'clock we arrived at HERR-
MANSTADT, the capital of TRANSYL-
VANIA,

Here | delivered theletter which | had
brought from the Imperial Minifter at
CONSTANTINOPLE to the General Com-
mandant of the province, who behaved
very politely, and made me welcome at
his houfe. He entertained a very high
opinion of the Englifh, (by whofe troops
he had once been taken prifoner when in
FLANDERS) but knew very little of the
language; for he often repeated all that
he knew of it, which were only two
words, the common exprefbion in fwear-

2 ingt
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ing, which hefaid he learned whileapri-
foner.

The paflports | had received from the
Imperial Minifter at CONSTANTINOPLE
(for what purpofe | cannot fay) mentioned
that | was a bachelor, which the General
obferving, he wifhed me much to marry
a German, faying that they had plenty
of very handfome women, and that if |
would fix upon any one, hewould pledge
himfelf that | /hould not meet with a re-
fufal in the whole province.

HERRMANSTADT is a tolerably well
built city. The promenade is very
pleafant, and they have afo a very hand-
fome theatre. Their mufic is excellent,
having the advantage of fome of the firft
German performers. The people are very
polite, and obferve much formality\ for
no perfon above the rank of a fervant can
walk in the ftreets without a fword by his
fide. They are afo very particular in
their drefTes, and a native of the province
wears a di;efs fimilar to what was >vora ia

ENGLAND
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ENGLAND upwards of a hundred yearf
ago, viz, a long coat almbft reaching td
the ground” trimmed all round with fur;
a pair of boots like thdfe of our heavy
cavalry, with a cocked hat fomething like
a Dutch fkipper's. People from every
province are knowri here by their refpec-
tive drefles; and even every tradefman is
diftinguiftied by his appafel.

Whoever viflts this city, if lie can fpard
two hours, ihould not negecS feeing
Baron BRUKENTHAL'S exterifivc collection
of the moft valuable paintings, many of
which are by the firft mafiers, GuiDO,
RUBENS, REMBRANT, &C; His antique
coins, medals, and other curiofities, alfd
are well worth feeing. Hislibraryisvery
extenfive, and confidered of great value
He has likewife a beautiful garden about
half a mile out of the city, laid out after
the Englifh tafte.

The Baron is almoft 80 years of age; he
was many years Civil Governor of this pro-

vince, and fpeaks Englifh tolerably well.
TRAN-
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TRANSYLVANIA is, generally fpeaking*
a fine country, but capable of much irn”
provement. It produces great quantities
o( moft kinds of grain, and ilax of a very
good quality, which is manufactured into
linen*

The nobility are for the moft part very
proud and keep their peafantry in a ftate
of flavery; for out of fix days in the
week the peafaftt is obliged to labour four
for his mafter, having only the remaining
two days for himfelf.

This province pays to the Emperor in
taxes of all kinds 1,500,000 florins annu-
ally, which is chiefly impofed upon the
land, for what the citizens pay is very
trifling indeed.

| bought at HERRMANSTADT a carriage
of that kind called a calalh, being much
more commodious than the common poft-
carts, as in cafe of rain the paflengers can
throw the calaih "over them for fhelter.
3 They
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They run upon four wheels, and are very
eafy in their motion.

Befide the letters to the General
Commandant, | had others to HADJEE
¥ ko k x % a banker, who introduced
me to two Greek merchants that were
going to VIENNA, and recommended me
to take them in my carriage. As they
were acquainted with the language, |
agreed to it, and on the 18th September
we fet out from HERRMANSTADT,

We travelled poll, and without any
delay, by day and night, till we arrived
at TEMESWAR, the capital of BANATE,
where we were detained a few hours to
have our pafTports examined. This being
aftrongfortification, the officers were very
particular in examining all firangers, and
| was obliged to go before the General
Commandant, with whom | converfed in
Latin. When informed that | was an
Englifhman he fliewed me much atten-

tion.
The
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The BANATE is a very fine province,
the greater part of it being level and well
cultivated, except on that fide adjoining
to TRANSYLVANIA, which is mountainous
and woody*

Provisons of all kinds are good and
cheap; and their wines are excellent, par-
ticularly at a large town called L uoos.

The two Greek merchants, my compa-
nions, continued to pay on theroad, and
| obferved them frequently endeavouring
to cheat the port mafters and poftilions.
When we flopped at an inn too, they be-
haved very ihabbily. | confidered myfelf
difgraced by fuch conduct; but when at
laft they even attempted to impofe upon
me, | thought it high time to break off
ail connexion with them, which | did
immediately on our arrival at PEST.

This conduit in the Greek merchants
confirmed the opinion | had always en-
tertained of thofe people, who may
be faid to be in a degraded ftate, and

T whofe
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whofe flog is not refpedted by other na-
tions. It mightr be thought illiberal to
enumerate the various nations and people
whofe conduct ihould be watched with a
jealous eye; in AsSIA, however, | may
mention the Armenian; in EUROPE, the
Greeks and Jews. | have witneffed the
low chicanery of the two former, and |
believe we have here ahrtoft daily proofs
of the latter. On the contrary, | Jiave
obferved, that whenever the flag of any
nation is refpe6led, the people of that na-
tion conduct themfelves in a manner that
will at all times command refpect Thefe
confiderations convince me, how much
every individual ought to confider himfelf
interested in fupporting the dignity of his
national character.

PEST is at prefent the capital of the
kingdom of HUNGARY. It isa large and
populous city, and has been much im-
proved within the laft fix years, great
part of the city having been entirely re-
built. It is feated on the left banks of

the DANUBE.
On
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On the oppofite fide of the river isthe
city of QFFEN, nearly & large a PEST,
and remarkable for its excellent wines,
which are held in much efteem all over
the Empire,

OFFEN is fituated on the fide of a hill
facing the South, which is covered with
vineyards for about fix miles below the
city. The wineisred and fomething like
port, but has a ftronger body and is very
rough. We have a profpect of fome of
this wine reaching ENGLAND, . they are
now cutting a canal from VIENNA to
TRIESTE.

On the river DANUBE below PEST, are
many floating con-mills, which are ad-
mirably adapted for the purpofe. The
veflcls on which the mills are built are al-
ways kept afloat, and at anchor, in the
middle of the ftream; the wheel is turned
by the current; and I am of opinion, that
mills built on afimilar conitru&ion might
be made ferviceable on the river THAMES,

T2 without
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without obftructing the navigation; for
we have too many inftances of flour and
bread advancing in price, on account of
the mills in the naghbourhood not being
able to raife a fufficient fupply, particu-
larly in dry feafons

On the 25th September, at four in the
afternoon, | fet out from PEST, and ar-
rived at VIENNA at 12 o'clock at night.
The road was in genera tolerably good,
and | travelled about as quick as does
the mail coach in ENGLAND,

At VIENNA | remained nearly three
weeks, being much fatigued with the
journey; and during my ftay | received
many civilities from Sr MORTON EDEN
(now Lord HENLEY) the Britifti Minifter.

On the 12th Oaober | Ileft VIENNA,
coming through BOHEMIA, and remain*
ing two days at PRAGUE to take a view of
the city and its environs.

Reaving
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Leaving PRAGUE | came on to DRES-
DEN, the capital of saAxony, where | re-
mained two days, and did not confider my
time mis-fpent. There is a degree of ele-
gance in this city and the neighbourhood,
fuperior to any thing that | have elfewhere
feen. The gallery is fuppofed to contain
the largefi: and beft collection of paintings
in EUROPE, and it had lately received
confiderable additions; for, on the French
entering ITALY, many of the beft pieces
were conveyed to DRESDEN, & a place of
fafety.

After leaving DRESDEN, | travelled
through LEIPSICK, HALLE, HALBER-
STADT, BRUNSWICK-LUNENBURG, and to
HAMBURGH, which | reached on the
evening of the 28th October.

THE END.

Printed by G, Woodfall, No. 22, Pafernofer-roiv, London.
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PREFACE.

IN the following pages we have not
had recourse to the flowers of descrip*
tion, or availed ourselves of atraveller's
privilege, in magnifying his adventures;
on the contrary, we have confined our-
sves to a simple narrative of facts,
drawn from experience, during a resi-
dence on both shores of the Mediterra-
nean, which we have told in so unvar-
nished, so simple, and so plain a manner,
as we trust will be intelligible to every
reader. The following sheets contain
no uiore than a digested journal or diary
of actual observations, on the trade>
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laws, manners, and customs of the
people we have had occasion to visit.

We have not presumed to enter into a
minute detail of that part of the Me-
diterranean Trade, with which many
British merchants are aready so well
acquainted; but we have treated only of
such parts of the intercourse and com-
merce as yet remain uncultivated and
generally unknown, submitting to the
superior powers of the legislature, at the
same time, the incalculable advantages
to be derived from increasing the num-
ber of British consuls in those seas and
upon those shores, where the importance
of such a measure seems to be so little
thought of, or so partially understood.

If these, our endeavours, to enlarge
the trade of the united kingdom, and to
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increase thpse revenues of our country,
which arise from the very heart-string of
its wealth and glory, namely, its com-
merce, and the exportation of its manu-
factures, shall be attended with that suc-
cess which we have promised ourselves,
our design will be accomplished, and our

fondest hopes will be most amply grati-
fied.

J. J.






TABLES

OF

MONIES, WEIGHTS, AND MEASURES.

ALGEEINE MONEY.

Accounts are kept in Mazonas, Piasters, and

Sequins.

24 Mazonas = 1 Piaster
3| Piasters = 1 Sequin.

All sorts of Spanish money iscurrentinAlgiers.

4 Mazonas= 1 Red de Plata
8 Mazonas = 1 Pistoreen or Pi &t ta
40 Mazonas = 1 Hard Spanish dollar.

TheAlgerinequintal, or IOQOIbs. is equa to the
English 112Ibs.

JCEOPOLITAN MONEY.

1 Ducat = 5Terri
1 Terri = 2 Carlini 20 Grans
1 Carlini =10 Grains



Xii

Grain = 12 Cavaletti

Publici = 1 Grain 6 Cavaletti

Scudi = 12 Carlini
Thereare piece of 10 Carlini
of 5 Carlini or %2 Ducat
of 2, S, and 4 Carlini

of 4, 12, 13, 24, 26 Grains

AlsotheTornese of 6 Cavaletti

- piece of 9 Cavaletti
of 5 Tornese or 2% Grains.

Accounts are kept in Ducats and Grains.
100 Giainsmake 1 Ducat.

NEOPOLITAN WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
The cantar of 100 rotolo= 196 Ib. English.
Each rotolo weighs 332 ounces.

The cantar of Naples contains about 2801bs. of 12
ounces, the small weight of Naples; and the English
cwt. of 112Ibs. is57%2rotolo, or 160%21bs. the Neopo-
litan small weight.

A salm of Galipoli oil contains 10 stara of 32 pig-
natelli. Thesalm is equal to 5% barrels of 85lbs.
L eghorn weight and measure, and 5%2salm make the
ton of oil. A gallon of this oil weighs7%2Ibs. equal
to 15 cwt. S grs. 6 Ibs. per ton. of 236 gallons.
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A Caretti of staves consists of staves for 100 casks,
with heads and hoops assorted.

The carre of wine, Neopolitan measure, makes 2
butts of 12 barrels each: 1 butt is about half a

ton English.

51 Tumuloes of wheat = 1 English quarter
i Carre of wheat = 36 Tumuloes
1 Carre or 8 pams = 2% Yards English.

SARDINIAN MONIES.

G Denari = 1 Calari

6 Calari = 1 Soldi

30 Calari = 1 Read

11 Hedlsand 1 soldi = | Spanish silver dollar
10 Reals = 1 Scudi of Cnlari

71 Realsand 1 Calari = 1 Scudi of Piedmont.
Accounts are kept in Denari, Soldi, and Livres.

12 Denari = 1 Soldi
20 Soldi = 1 Livre.

SARDINIAN LARGE WEIGHTS.

12 Ounces = 1 Pound,
104 Pounds = 1 Cantara
['2tf Pounds== 1 Cwt. English.
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SICILIAN MOKItS,

20 Grains ss 1Terri
12 Terri = 1 Scudi
P Teri = 10unce

Accountsarekept in Ounces, Terri, and Grain*.

Terri  Grt.
The hard Spanish dollar iscurrent for 12 12

Themoney of Sicily has the same value as that
of 1Saples, but under different denominations.

- 30 Carlint of

The ounce ?f Sicily Y g equal to 3 Ducats of
or 300 terni Naples,

The terzi of Sicily y | the Carlini of Na-

of 20 grains, is equal to { ples of 10 Grains.

The scudi of'SicIIy} is equal to {theScudiofNapIesn
of 12 terri of 12 Carlipi.

SICILIAN WEIGHTS AND MEASURES,

The cantarof 100 rotola = 178 1bs. English,
Each rotola weighs 30 ounces or 2% Ibs.

The-Sicilian cantar is about .10 percent, less
than the Cantar of Naples.

The measures of Sicily are nearly equal to those
of Naples.
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TUNISIAN MONIES.

12 Burboes a 1 Asper

SyAspers = 1 Caroob
16 Caroobs — | Piastre
4Y5 Piastres 1 Maboob or sequin.

Accounts are kept in Burboes, Aspers, and Piastres.

12 Burboes == 1 Asper

52 Aspers = 1 Piastre.

T hepar of exchangeis 15 piastresper pound sterling.

TUNISIAN WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

100 Ibs. Tunisian = 112 Ibs. English,

Corn of all kindsis measured in tumeloes.
16 Tumeloes = 1 Caffees,

Each tumelo of good wheat should weigh 50lbs.

Tunisianweight

44/, Metals of oil, Tunisian measure, will make one
ton English of 1235 gallons, weighing nett 15cwt.
3qis. 6 Ibs.

10 Metals of oil at Stisawill make 12  Tunis
10 Metalsof oil at Soliman will make 14 J Metals,



A GLOSSARY
or

PROVINCIAL WORDS.

Cuttfilicr, theregigrar in a consulajy office.
Funduc, the French conaul'shouse at Tunis.

Gyps, asort of gucco madein Barhary.

Journata Company, the farmers of wax, hides, 8cc.
Kya-, agovernor of aprovince.

Prattiquc, being free from quarantine.

Stavodore, aman employed to sow a ship's car go.
Tariff', therate of cusom-house duties.

Tiskery, a licence from the Dey of Algiersor Bey of

Tunis.



REFLECTIONS

ON THE
COMMERCE

OF

THE MEDITERRANEAN.

CHAR L

THE ADVANTAGES OF EMBARKING IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN TRADE CLEARLY IL-
LUSTRATED.

IT may be considered a very unfortu-
nate circumstance to the united kingdom,
that the coasting trade of the Mediter-
ranean should have hitherto been solittle
known to British Merchants in general:
the principal object of this work is, to
make it better understood, and to point
out the essential benefits this country
B
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may derive therefrom; and we are per-
suaded that a great many very respectable
merchants will soon find it their interest
to embark in this commerce, and even
the ship-owners will be very materially
interested in it; when other employ-
ment for their shipping does not im-
mediately offer, they may at all sea
sons send them up the Mediterranean
for cargoes. They may certainly very
reasonably conclude, that it is aways
much better to have their ships employ-
ed to advantage, than keep them lying
in harbour; and in the Mediterranean
trade they have this peculiar advantage,
that whenever a ship cannot procure a
cargo on freight, the owners, by advanc-
ing a small sum, may always procure
a full cargo on the ship's account. It
must then be very extraordinary, if the
ship's freight, as well as the merchant's
profit, does not turn to a good account.
And we shall farther observe, that, in
this case, where the ship and cargo are
one property, and the whole ship's car-
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go does not amount to a large sum, say*
For example, no more than 500/. first
cost, it will be always better able to
bear the charges of insurance, and other
expences, in proportion to cargoes of
greater value. In most parts of the
Mediterranean there are great quantities
of bulky articles, which require much
shipping to transport; and many of
these bulky articles may be purchased
for a moderate sum; between two and
three hundred tons, of some goods, will
not cost more than 500/. sterling. This
will, no doubt, appear to some merchants
very extraordinary, and particularly to
those who are not well acquainted with
the commerce of the Mediterranean*
In this work we shall enumerate many
articles, which, we are persuaded, will
be sufficient to prove our assertion very
satisfactorily to all who may consider it
their interest to enter into this trade.
It very frequently happens that the mas-
ter of a ship of between two and three
hundred tons burthen, is often obliged to
B2



4

draw upon his owners for more than 500L
to pay his ship's expences, in lying only
a few months in a foreign port; this
Is very often the case in the port of
Leghorn.

When this commerce is better under-
stood, it will then be found' to be of
great national consequence; we shall
endeavour to demonstrate, in the clearest
manner, the immense number of mer-
chant shipping that may be employed
to advantageinit.

In the year 1797> the French mer-
chants from the port of Marseilles aone,
loaded in the different ports of the king-
dom of Tunis above three hundred sail
of merchantmen of various descriptions,
being usualy from eighty to three hun-
dred tons burthen.

This will appear extraordinary, for
auch an immense number of shipping
to obtain cargoes in only one of the
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Barbary states. Wi th respect to the num-
ber of shipping, we are convinced that
it is right; we received this information
from the French consul himself, at
Tunis, in the Fundiic, in the year 1799*
The cargoes for these shipping were in a
great measure obtained from the pro-
ceeds of sdles of French manufactures,
with a small proportion of other goods.
We might hazard a calculation on the
probable amount of all these cargoes,
but we should be liable to error, and
probably mislead. It may be sufficient
for us here to say, that the French have,
for a considerable time past, considered
this trade as of the greatest national
consequence.  We shall endeavour to
point out, that British manufactures,
staples, and collonial produce would
have-been preferred.

France has hitherto reaped all those
extraordinary advantages, by having a
great number of merchants residing in
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foreign countries, to conduct their com-
mercial affairs.

We consider the present a very fa-
vourableopportunity for theBritishMer-
chants to establish themselves, and to
reap some benefit in availing themselves
of the high character the nation bears at
present on all the shores of the Mediter-
ranean.

For many years past there has been
much more attention paid to the West
India than the Mediterranean trade;
and our government, in making treaties
of peace, have always been more atten-
tive to hold West India possessons, than
any acquisitions in the Mediterranean.
However, we now begin to entertain
very sanguine hopes that this subject
will be more attended to, when we
consider the many millions of people
that inhabit both the shores of the Me-
diterranean, who prefer British manu-
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factures as well as staples, to those of
any other nation.

The French have always paid parti-
cular attention to this, asthe most valu-
able part of their commerce; in conse-
guence of the immense consumption of
their manufactures, as well as collonial
produce, they were accustomed to im-
port the raw materials of other nations,
and afterwards send them back, in a
manufactured state, at an enormous
profit.

In the proceedings of the Board of
Commerce, established at Marsellles,
it will be found, that they paid more
attention to this, than any other part of
the French commerce. They made laws
and rules to regulate it in every stage,
from the most important affairs, down
to the smallest minutia,

And we do not consider it asirre-
lavent to this subject, to shew why the
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present rulers in France are so extreme-
ly jealous of the English holding any
posessons in the Mediterranean; at
present the English hold Malta, which
must always be considered ar very de-
sirable object; and it would have aso
been very advantageous to have retained
Minorcaaso. The Minorkeens are a
trading people, have agreat number of
shipping, and through them England
would have enjoyed the greatest part of
the Barbary trade, as the Minorkeens
have always been accustomed toit. The
harbours of Pott Mahon and Malta are
esteemed the two best harbours in the
world,

The First Consul of France has aways
been very anxious to ingratiate himself
into the good opinion of the people in
the South of France; and it is under-
stood that he has reserved that for a
retreat, in case of any sudden commo-
tion; and he has promised the people to
make Marseilles a free port.
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This will Certainly be doing a great
deal; and, in some measure, will ensure
him the esteem of the people in that
part of France: but it will avail very
little, if tKe French are shut out of the
Barbary and the Levant trade. This
will certainly appear,\beyond a doubt,
to be the principal cause why the
French government are so very anxious
to shut the English entirely out of the
Mediterranean. And we hope and trust
the English government will aways see,
that it isthe interest of the country to
hold some possessions there*

We shall here endeavour to point out
a plan, by which the small possessions
the English hold at present may be
made most beneficial to the country.

We have an idea that retaining the
possesson of Minorca was considered
by our government as likely to be
attended with considerable expence;
and that the advantage of the commerce
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carried on there would not have been
adequate to it; as merchants, we are
of a different opinion; and really think,
that small garrisons of that kind might
be made, nearly to support themselves;
not by any trifling impost upon any
particular species of goods, whichisvery
vexatious, and is always disadvantageous
to commerce, but a tonnage duty on all
shipping, say, for example, one shilling
per ton on British, and two shillings per
ton upon all foreign bottoms.

The commerce of the Mediterranean
IS better able to bear a duty of this kind
than any other part of the world. The
profits in general are very great, being
very often thirty and forty per cent, on
bulky articles, and sometimes more, from
one port to another, and these ports
only at a small distance.

This duty alone, in such a port as
Malta, in time of peace, would be al-
most sufficient to pay the expences of
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the garrison; and could not be consi-
dered as very burthensome to the ship-
ping. This would be attended with
very little trouble or expence, as the
prattick master and his clerk would be
quite sufficient to collect it. The Me-
diterranean shipping in general having
no register, it might be done in a very
liberal and handsome manner, by taking
arough calculation from the master of
what number of tons his ship could
conveniently carry: by these means our
retaining those acquisitions would not
be very burthensome to the state; and
commerce, which is most benefited by
them, contribute, in some measure, to
support them.  We cannot imagine that
this could be considered as oppressive,
when it is compared with the very heavy
duties that are paid in most of the ports
in the Mediterranean, amounting fre-
quently to fifteen or twenty per cent.
ad valorem. This is paid on all goods
imported ; and in some ports, the duties
on exports amount to half the first cost
of the goods.
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CHAP. I1.

OK THE KECESSITT OF MERCHANTS BE-

ING WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE
POLITICAL ECONOMY OF FOREIGN
NATIONS.

THERE ae a great many men who
have always insisted and argued that
merchants have nothing to do with the
politics of other nations, and that they
should only attend to their own commer-
cial affairs. These arguments are gene-
rally made use of by men who imagine
themselves to move in a sphere above
the merchants. the principal cause is
jealousy. These would-be great men are
seldom found to possess a general know-
ledge of the world, in any degree equal to
what isfrequently met with amongst mer-
chants. Tliese gentlemen, in asort of
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reveftge, often descend to the most scur-
rilous abuse; hence the cause why mer-
chants arc so frequently loaded with so
many harsh and low epithets, which in
this country has never yet had the
effect these gentlemen have always ex-
pected from it, for the merchant has hi-
therto been able to support his dignity,
to their no small mortification.

We certainly do not consider it ad-
visable for merchants to enter into po-
litical or religious disputes in any coun-
try whatever: no good can ever be de-
rived fromit; itis much better to remain
quiet spectators, by which means they
will be better able to be perfectly ac-
quainted with every thing that transpires.
It is the merchant's interest to be well
informed; and by his travelling into
foreign countries it is but reasonable to
conclude that he possesses a more accu-
rate and general knowledge of the world
than the nobleman or gentleman who
remains at home.
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In all countries subject to convulsions
and internal commotions, where the
laws are either defective in themselves,
or badly administered, and sometimes
both, and very little stability in the go-
vernment, money will be aways of
more value, and interest much higher
than in countries where the governments
are steady, energetic, and powerful. This
isageneral ruleinevery part of theworld
where the use of money is known; sure-
ly it will not be considered by reason-
able men that merchants should not
make themselves well acquainted with
thenatureand causes of thesevariations.

The merchant who trades with, or
travels in foreign countries, should pos-
s atolerable knowledge of the various
classes of people, and we particularly wish
to caution all merchants not hastily to
place too great or implicit confidencein
the individuals of those nations or sects
of people who have no flag, or whose flag
IS not respected by other nations. It
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may perhaps appear to some of our
readers inviduous in us to enumerate
and point out any of the nations or sects
of people who unfortunately fall under
this description. We by no means enter-
tain any particular disrespect or antipa-
thy against any of those nations or sects,
but we consider the information too in-
teresting to be omitted, and it is cer-
tainly our duty to caution all British
merchants and British subjects against
impositions; and there is more chi-
canery and imposition practised on the
coads of the Mediterranean, than all the
rest of the world.

The JEwWS are very numerous in all
the Barbary states; they are not tole-
rated in Spain, but are in considerable
numbers in Marseilles, and the South
of France till very lately; they were
formerly excluded from Piedmont, but
they are very numerous in the other
Italian States, down to the Roman;
they are not tolerated in Naples, Sicily,
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or Malta; thereareagreat many in the
Austrian sea-ports, in the Adriatic. In
the Seven Islands, Morea, and Turkey
in Europe, they are not very nume-
rous; and there arevery few in Turkey
in Asia, Syria, or Egypt. Whatever
agreement is made with a Jew in any
of the Barbary states, whether for pur-
chase, sale, or barter of merchandize,
provided the particulars of the trans-
action are not registered by a cancilier in
one of the European consulary offices,
and samples deposited, and the parties
bound in a penalty to perform the con-
tract, the Jew will not abide by his
agreement, however solemnly he may
have pledged himself, if he has the least
prospect of gaining by his breach of
contract; and whenever he is reminded
of his breach of faith, and non-perfor-
mance of contract, he will shrug up his
shoulders, and say domane, signifyinghe
will perform it on the morrow; and he
will repeat this as often as he isapplied to.
In most other places they are bound to
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perform, though the agreement is only
verbal, provided it isinthe presence of
a broker.

The Jews have no flag, but are
usually protected where they locally re-
side, and in some places enjoy nearly
the same privileges as the natural born
subjects. They never consider their
word or faith pledged in the least bind-
ing, and many an Englishman has often
cause to reflect upon his credulity ; but
when a person is well acquainted with
their principles and their prevailing pas
sions, some good business may be done
with the Jews, as well as other people,
particularly in making purchases, as
the Jews will in general sell, provided
they can make aprofit, however small;
but the merchant must be a competent
judge of the article he is purchasing,
otherwise he will most assuredly be im-
posed upon; the Jews will soon disco-
ver whether he is competent or not,
and when they find him deficient, they

Cc
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will descend to all the low mean chi-
canery that can possibly be practised or
invented, even to bribe the merchants
servants.

It will be necessary to observe the
same caution with respect to the Greeks,
who compose a considerable part of the
population of the northern shores of the
Mediterranean. They are chiefly sub-
jects gf the Grand Signior, and are at
present in a very deplorable state; they
have aflag for their merchantmen, but
that is not considered as an independent
flag by other nations, and whatever in-
sult may be committed against them at
seq, they cannot easily obtain redress;
the Greeks have no other power, except
the Porte, to apply to for redress, and
their complaints have very seldom been
attended to. The Greeks being a nu-
merous people, the Porte has aways
been jealous of them, and instead of
redressing their grievances, which would
soon make them appear respectable in
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the eyes of other nations, has taken
every opportunity of reducing them by
degrees to the most abject slavery. The
Greeks finding every representation for a
redress of their grievances treated with
indifference, they now (it may be termed)
takethe law into their own hands; when-
ever a Greek ship at sea receives any in-
suit from an armed vessel of any other
nation, being too strong, the Greeks pa-
tiently submit to the insult; but whenever
they meet with another vessel of that na-
tion at sea, and can overpower it, the
Greeks will most assuredly destroy every
soul on board, plunder the vessel of every
thing valuable, and then sink it; there-
fore it is considered dangerous meeting
with a Greek ship of superior force at
sea.

There are also a great many Greek
pirates, who are sure to find protection
in those ports where there are no Turkish
garrisons. The Greeks are a people who
are by no means to be depended upon;

c2
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they are always practising every low
mean artifice that can possibly be in-
vented ; having no name or character at
stake, they are more barefaced and less
cautious in their impositions than the
Jews.

This shews in a very strong light how
far the minds and principles of indivi-
duals, and even a whole nation, may
be reduced from the highest degree of
refinement, the most amiable virtues
and accomplishments, to the very lowest
ebb of human depravity, when deprived
of all political influence.

It also proves the necessity of every
nation and people causing their flag to
be respected by other nations; it does
not concern the executive power alone,
every individual is equally interested,
and it certainly constitutes a crime in
any man whatever, to look with apa-
thy and indifference on his country's
wrongs.
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The Armenians are another nation or
race of men who are not to be relied
on with implicitconfidence. They have
no king or head of their nation, neither
are they formed into a republic; they
jdre deprived of all political authority;
though they are much better than either
the Jews or Greeks, yet whatever vir-
tues are found amongst them, are more
from necessity than principle. In Ar-
menia, and in those countries where
they are in considerable numbers, no
man can travel from one province to
another without a proper passport;
therefore, whatever fraud or crime an
Armenian commits, heis easily detected.
The Armenians enjoy the greatest part
of the commerce of Turkey in Asia,
Arabia, Persia, and the major part of
the Caravan trade. The Caravan ships
between Bengal and Bussora are usu-
ally freighted by the Armenian mer-
chants to and from India. They are
protected in their commerce by the
Turks, who are of themselves in general
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but very indifferent merchants:, and
they usually employ the Armenian mer-
chants to conduct their commercial af-
fairs. They have a great many of the
Oriental manners and customs, and have
a few good traits in their character.
The Turks treat them with more re-
spect than they shew towards the
Greeks. The Armenians are more sub-
missive, harmless, and inoffensive, and
do not possess so much of that vindic-
tive spirit, so universal amongst the
Greeks. There were very few Armeni-
ans in Italy or the Morea, and none in
Barbary; but in Turkey in Asia they
form the major part of the population.
There are severa European dtates
and nations on the northern shores of
the Mediterranean, many individuals
of which should not be too hastily or
implicitly confided in: on the contrary,
the greatest caution and circumspection
will at all times be found necessary.
This is owing to their flag being held
in little estimation by other nations;
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and shews how much political respect
operates upon the minds and principles
of the people of that nation. Whatever
the nature of the government may be,
whether hereditary or elective, a mo-
narchy, aristocracy, or democracy, pro-
vided the government causes its flag to
be respected by other nations, whether
from love or fear, it will have the, same
effect : the individuals of that nation
will cause themselves to be respected in
foreign countries, and carefully avoid
doing any mean action that might in th6
least degrade their high national cha-
racter. There are many instances of
governments losing their energy, and
the morals of theindividuals, and nearly
the whole of that nation, falling off in
proportion.

Only two or three centuries past, there
was much noise in Europe about Spa-
nish honour, Spanish valour, and Spanish
integrity. Spain conquered the new
world; was then a rich and powerful
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monarchy, and kept the other nations
of Europe in awe. The Spaniards then
boldly exposed their persons to danger :
they would rather perish, than be guilty
of any mean action that might cause
the least disagreeable reflection upon
their high national character. Thisis
universally allowed to have been the
character of the Spaniards at that time.
View them in their present state, and
they will be found amost the reverse.
From a succession of weak princes, they
are reduced to a most degraded state,
both by land and sea; they will shrink
from danger: they have now very little
idea of a national character; and a Spa-
niard, without remorse, will assassinate
in the dark. In the time of their power
and prosperity, the very idea of such a
horrid and detestable crime would have
been sufficient to have made a brave
Spaniard shudder.

There are other monarchies in Europe
reduced to asimilar situation as Spain.
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As athorough knowledge of this sub-
ject may be considered interesting to
those who travel into foreign countries,
we beg leave further to elucidate this
matter, by giving examples of some re-
publics, which will be sufficient to prove
that every state, nation, or people what-
soever, are in some measure concerned
in the support of their pQlitical respect;
even the whole civilized world are influ-
enced by it, and in these times it.is cer-
tainly necessary that this subject should
bp well understood by every Briton,

The republic of Venice, not two
centuries past, was reckoned the richest
and most powerful republic in Europe;
all the other states courted its friendship;
it maintained very powerful armies;
and its shipping were almost innumer-
able. At Candy it sustained one of
the longest and heaviest sieges that was
ever recorded in history; and for several
years the republic of Venice supported
itself against the whole force of the
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Turkish empire. At that time theVene-
tians were generaly esteemed a virtu-
ous people; and they possessed, in a
great degree, the true amor patriae. It
IS now our duty to point out, in aclear
and concise manner, the principal causes
why they fejl off into that deplorable
situation to which they were reduced,
at the time they were struck out of
the list of independent states.

Thestate of Venicewas aways an aris-
tocracy, and continued the same to the
last. It fell off by degrees, and the
ttiorals of the people fell in proportion,
until they became. the most depraved
people in Europe, The great body of
the people was not originally to blame;
the fault was in the princes and nobi-
lity ; they were extremely jeal ous of each
other, and plots, conspiracies, and assas-
sinations became more frequent in Ve-
nice than any other part of the world;
by the frequent change of its rulers, the
government lost its stability, energy, and
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virtue, and the people became cor*
rupted.

The Venetians have | ately experienced
a very considerable change; and thereis
not the least doubt, but that the people
in genera will be very materially bene-
fited by it. They are now under the
government of the house of Austria; a
very short time will serve to shew how
far a favourable change of the govern-
ment influences the principles of the peo-
ple; we have anidea it will be very fa-
vourable.

We are enabled to affirm, from ouf
own knowledge and experience, that
the inhabitants in genera, in the here-
ditary dominions of the house of Aus-
tria, are the most virtuous people in
Europe.

The republic of Genoa was an aristo-
cracy, and lost itsinfluence in asimilar
manner to that of Venice; it has aso
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experienced a considerable change, but
by no means so favourable for the wel-
fare of the people; there is not the least
doubt but we shall s a very striking
contrast in avery few years.

The various changes in the united
provinces may sarve as an instructive
lesson to other nations.
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CHAP. 111.

OS THE ADVANTAGES TO BE DERIVED FROM
ANY POSSESSIONSTHEENGLISHMAY HAVE
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN.

As Malta is now the only possesson
the English hold in the Mediterranean,
we beg leave to submit our ideas on the
very great commercial advantages to
bederivedfromit. Maltaisvery conve-
niently situated for the trade of the east-
ern part of Barbary, Egypt, Syria, the
Levant, theMorea, &c. &c. It affords
excellent accommodation for shipping,
both for those which have to perform
guarantine, as well as those that have
obtained prattick. Itis admirably situ-
ated to serve as adepot for British mer-
chandise, as well as the various mer-
chandise, the produce of the severd
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countries it lies contiguous to In the
Morea, Levant, &c. the ports are not
very numerous where a large cargo of
merchandise could be disposed of all
together to any considerable advantage,
and it isgenerally very inconvenient tak-
ing large ships from port to port. An
immense number of small fast-sailing
vesds, well armed, about one hundred
tons burthen, might be constantly em-
ployed in disposing of British goods and
manufactures, at the same time they
might easily procure cargoes in return,
proper for the British or other Euro-
pean markets, and take them back to
Malta; whether these vessds were kept
in quarantine, or had obtained prattick,
they need not be detained in port above
aweek, both to discharge and take on
board a fresh cargo; thus they might
be constantly employed, without losing
much time: by these means the whole
of that intricate navigation in the Archi-
pelago would very soon become perfectly
familiar to our seamen; the coasting
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trade of the Mediterranean would soon
be better understood, and open such an
extensive trade, that very few merchants
at present have any idea of. It has
been at all times acknowledged, that,
by the shipping lying long in port, is
always prejudicial to seamen, and even
to the shipping, as well as to all con-
cerned. Inavery little time thisvalu-
able commerce would be perfectly un-
derstood ; and more particularly when
the merchants themselves, or British su-
percargoes sailed in these trading ves
sds, they would readily acquire a know-
ledge of the various languages, as well
as much useful information.

We certainly are of opinion, that up-
wards of one thousand of these small
vesds might be constantly employed in
disposing of English merchandise, and
procuring other cargoest This is, exclu-
sve of a considerable number of large
ships, more proper to load in than ports,
where they can obtain afull cargo, with-
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out being under the necessity of weigh-
ing anchor.

No foreign commerce, of whatever
nature it may be, can ever succeed and
be lasting, unless the shipping is very
materially benefited by it; and long
detentions in harbours is one of the
greatest evils that shipping labour under.
In pursuing a system similar to what
we have here stated, thisinconvenience
will, in a great measure, be remedied,
either in peace or war. Severa good
sized ships, from two to three hundred
tons, may, by these means, be constantly
employed from England to Malta, where
cargoes would be already prepared. To
discharge one cargo and take on board
another, there would be no necessity to
detain the ships aboveamonthin port.

When the supplies are sent out regu-
larly, and the return cargoes procured
at their proper seasons, and deposited
at Malta, it will make a very material
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difference to the merchant; besdes ob-
taining a better price for his merchant
dise, he will be able to procure his home-
war d-bound cargoes for thirty per cent,
less. Thisisthe most probable way to
supplant the French in the most valuable
part of their commerce. Every intelle-
gent merchant, and even his Majesty's
minigers, by giving this subject their,
srious attention, will very soon be con-
vinced of the great benefit thenation will
derive from it.

Much good may be derived from
mer chants visiting foreign countries, an d
making themsdves perfectly competent
in the various branches of commerce;
when they have to depend entirely upon
foreigners, they will be always subject
to the most gross impositions, and expe-
rience many inconveniences.

When the trade of the M editerranean
IS properly encouraged* and carried to
the greatest extent that it is capable of

P
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attaining, it will then be nearly equal
to the whole of our West India trade.
Those vtho are little acquainted with it
may perhaps say, that this is extending
the subject too far; and we consder it
always the best way to support dur opi-
nion by giving examples. We think it
but reasonable to say, above one hun-
dred good szed ships, say, above 200tons,
may be employed between the Baltic
and the Mediterranean. Not very long
ago, the Dutch employed a greater num-
ber. Two hundred ships of the same
burthen may be constantly employed in
carryingcomonlyintheM editerranean.
They might sometimes go to Lisbon
and Madeira; and it may be consdered
that we do not exaggerate, when we
say, there is sufficient employment for
two hundred sail of ships of two hun-
dred tons and upwards, between tho
Mediterranean and the British empire,
exclusive of those usually employed in
the fish trade; thesxe are exclusve of
the gtesfc failmber of smaller shipping
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we have mentioried, that may be em
ployed in the coagting trade, and atfenc-
ing tipoft the Merchants, besdes many
foreign merdrantswill alwaysprefa™” em-
ploying British ships

We hate niade thee ealdulatfons,
Without including the trade of the Black
sea, the English haté hitherto dene
very little budness there. This' is now
a very favourable opportunity of enter-
ing into it. The great length 6f the
Voyage, the "want of derigtls agerits, 6t
correspondents, in any of "the parts' hi
the Black Sea, must have been theprin-
cipal caus' of that trade having beeh
hitherto neglected, though the profits
ttpon a cargo of merchandise between,
the Black Sea sttid some of the ports in
the Mediterranean owly, are almost in-
credible. Including thefish trade and aH
those ships we have before enumerated,
we may sum up the whole of the mer-
chant shipping, of all descriptions, that
may be employed to advantage in the

D2
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Mediterranean trade, to be nearly two
thousand sail. Considering that this is a
commerce carried on with foreign na-
tions, England will receive more than
double the benefit she could derive from
the same quantity of trade carried on
with her own colonies; and the con-
sumption of British manufactures will
nearly equal the whole of our West India
colonies. The consumption of earthen
ware is far greater, asalso woollen goods,
and that of cotton goods nearly equal;
besides, the raw materials that might be
imported for the use of our manufac-
tories, would far exceed that of our West
India colonies,’ except in the article of
cotton; and there are many articles that
we cannot do without, wliich must come
from the Mediterranean; such as olive
oil, sulphur, barilla, and agreat variety
of drugs that are not to be had in any
other part of the world. The nation
will also receive material benefit in hav-
Ing so great a number of seamen em-
ployed in ahealthy climate. We do not
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consider it very necessary to continue
any longer upon this subject, being per-
suaded we have stated sufficient to sup-
port what we have before asserted, and
to convince any reasonable man that it
Is of the greatest national consequence
to hold possssons in the Mediterra-
nean; such as Malta, Minorca, &c.
where our merchant shipping may al-
ways find protection.
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CHAR |V,

ON THE NECESSITY OF INCREASING THE
NUMBER OF CONSULS AND AGENTS IN
VARIOUS PARTS OF THE MEDITBRRA-
JTEAN; AND THE GREAT ADANTAGES
TO BE DERIVED FROM IT.

IN England this subject has never yet
met with that attention that it certainly
requires.

In France it has always been a prin-
cipal object, both in time of the mo-
narchy and the republic. The late con-
duct of the French, in sending an im-
mense number of consuls and commer-
cial agents to all the ports and cities of
any consequence in the Morea, Levant,
Egypt, &c. ought to have been suffi-
cient to have opened the eyes of the
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English. Perhaps some of thewi wew
sent in a. double capacity, both for po*
litical, as well as commercial,purposes*;
However that may be, they wens
treated by the French government intb£
most handsome manner, which would
always operate in their favour, and make
them appear, in the eyes of the people
where they were established, as men of
real consequence. They had men .of
war to attend, and every respect oufc
wardly shewn them, equal to so many
ambassadors. The French would t*ot
have been at so much expence, had they
not seen their interest in it, and the ne-
cessity of sending out so many agents
to recover that commerce they had lost
for a considerable time; and it would
have been amost impossible for the
French to have made any considerable
progress, for a long time to come, iff
recovering this trade, particularly in
those countries where they can never
have a regular correspondence without
first establishing consuls and agents to
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prepare cargoes for their merchant ship-
ping. When this commerce so imperii
oudy demands the greatest attention
from the French government; it may not
be unreasonable for us to say, that it
bught to be equally interesting to the
English, England has never yet taken
such decisve measures in favour of com-
merce, but has generally left the mer-
chants to pursue their own industry;
and a great many of the conauls that
the British government are pleased to
appoint, instead of their being mer chants,
are either naval or military officers as
areward for their srvices These gen-
tlemen have always been accusomed to
condder the merchants as moving in a
spohere far beneath them: when this is
unfortunately the case, we cannot rea-
sonably expect that commerce can be
much benefited by them. Where mer-
ehants are appointed conauls, it will be
found that the money paid for their
salaries affords the greatest interest to the
nation-
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The duties of customs alone, upon a
very few cargoes of merchandise, will
more than pay the saaries of all the
consuls we have in the Mediterranean:
and had England three times the num*
ber there, it would always be of increased
advantage to thi? country. It is aso
#, very unfortunate circumstance, that
amongst the consuls and vice-consuls,
a great many of them are not British
born subjects; and from these gentle-
men, we cannot expect that they will
attend so much to the interest of this
country, as the natural born subjects.
We have no consul in Sardinia, though
an extensive and fertile island; and
there has not been an accredited British
consul there, for a great number of
years:. should the government ever be
pleased to appoint arespectable consul in
that island, with a salary of about five
hundred pounds per annum, they would
goon see the great good the country
would derive from it. The consul, for
\m own benefit, would soon import and
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export as many caigoes of merchandise
yearly, as would pay in duties ten times
the amount of his salary. This is equally
applicable to many other parts of the
Mediterranean.

His Majesty's ships, as well as the
merchants, labour under many difficult
ties, from want of a greater number of
proper accredited British consuls, and
the losses that are sugtained, finally fall
upon the country.  The viceconsuls
are usually Greeks or Italians, and
therefore will always practice their im-
postions upon all grangers that employ
them. When a man-of-war goes into
any port for supplies, and there is no
British consul, the vice-consul will not
even asd them with the necessary sup-
plies, unless he has a prospect of gaining
thirty-five per cent, exclusve of the
usual commisson, which only srves as a
cloak for their more exorbitant charges.
We have known an ingtance, where one
of his Majesty's ships was supplied by
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an Italian vice-consul, who charged
the man-of-war in the proportion above-
mentioned ,i we discovered this impo-
sition, by going into themarket and
purchasing provision for some English
merchantmen-  Some of the vice-con-
sulsact in that barefaced manner, asif
they really thought themsdves entitled
to make these extraordinary charges in
time of warj these impositions aone
will amount to many thousand pounds ;
most certainly more than would pay all
the consuls sdaries in the Mediterra-
nean. but the impositions practiced
upon his Magesty's ships is but very
trifling, when compared with what the
merchants lose in asimilar manner. A
merchant either charters, or sends a ship
of hisown, to aport in the Mediterrar-
nean, where thereisno accredited British
consul. The merchant must write to a
vice-.cowsul, or some merchant there,
who in all probability, will be either a
Ragusee, Greek, or Italian. The mer-
chant orders a particular cargo to be
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put on board.  The correspondent will,
In consequence, purchase a cargo, how-
ever high the price may be, and he will
ship the cargo as soon as he findsit con-
venient to himself, frequently detaining
the ship at a-very heavy demurrage,
which will aways add to his disburse-
ments, out of which he geherally clears
thirty-five per cent, besides his commis-
sion. Thisis one of the greatest incon-
veniences that merchants at present la-
bour under in the Mediterranean trade.
When thecargo is on board, and thebills
of lading signed by the master, the ship-
per immediately draws for the amount
of theinvoice; and as soon as the British
merchant receives the bills of lading, he
will seldom hesitate to accept bills of
exchange for the whole cargo. In all
countries where a correspondence can-
not be kept up regular and frequent,
bills of exchange will be always nego-
tiated at a considerable loss, however
respectable the house may be in Eng-
land : and however great the loss may
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be upon the bills of exchange, the ship-r
per will always immediately more than,
reimburse himself, though he may not
pay for part of the merchandise for six
months after it is shipped. This isfre-
quently the case with people residing in
the country; local strangers can seldom,
have that indulgence.

It is a very common observation in
Leghorn, that an Italian house will be
enabled to support itself in a genteel
manner, keep a coach and equipage,
and a handsome box at the theatre, out
of the profits they make on the sdes of
two Newfoundland shipscargoes, yearly.
All this cannot be done out of the usual
commission, which is very moderate.

| t will, no doubt, be a matter of sur-
prise to a great many men in this coun-
try, how the people we have mentioned
can have the conscience and assurance
to charge about thirty-five per cent,
more than they really pay. We have
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mentioned this circumstance from our
own knowledge, and we know it to be
a common practice all Ove the M edi-
terranean ; and the vice-consuls usually
overcharge his Majesty's ships in that
proportion. We are persuaded no ac-
credited British consul will doit, or suf-
fer it, if he knows-k within hisjurisdic-
tion; but these gentlemen are not so
numerous a$ they ought to be, and Bri-
tish Commerce and British interests have
auffered and are still suffering vely ttia-*
terially by it. The vicenconauls arevery
often Italians, and we have frequently
discovered, that they had rather decline
furnishing the necessary supplies, when
they cannot have a favourable oppor*
tunity of making that additional charge.

WEe' have taken agreat deal of pains
and trouble to find out the cause why
this extraordinary imposition should be
thirty-five per cent, as near as possble:
at length we discovered the reason from
oar Italian servants, when we sent any
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df them to market to buy provisions,
either for hotise or ship's use, we aways!
found that they overcharged in the pro-
portion we have mentioned. Anltalian
servant will not require any wages, pro-
vided he hasthe privilege of goingrto mar-
ket; he will aso get aconsiderable sunk
fcom all the tradesmen employed. This
practice appears very extraordinary in
the eyes of an Englishman; but we
found that the Italians, Spaniards, and
others, do it from religious principles,
and the priests come in .for a con-
siderable share.  When we have rea-
soned with these people, concerning this
practice, and stated the iniquity of im-
posing upon those whom they ought to
save faithfully, they have never ac-
knowledged it to be just, but have fre-
guently declared, that they were com-
pelled to do it by the priests, who take
this method of making the Heretics
contribute towards their support. This
IS a common practice in Spain, in all
the Italian states, Sicily, Malta, &c. &c.
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and every other part on both shores of
the Mediterranean, where either Italians,
Spaniards, Ragusees, or Greeks are em-
ployed; and by every other people who
have faith in aclerical absolution.

When merchants can do busnes to
advantage, at the same time they are
labouring under so many difficulties,
how much more beneficid must it be,
when they are upon the spot themsdves,
or can have confidential British agentsto
act for them.
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CHAP. V.

ON THE COMMERCE OF THE KINGDOMS OF
ALGIERS, TUNIS, SARDINIA, NAPLES, SI-
CILY, THE MOREA, &C. &C. ON THE DIS-
POSITIONS OF THE INHABITANTS IN
THE MODES OF TRAFFIC, AND HEREIN
OF THE IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, AND OF
THE MONIES, WEIGHTS, AND MEASURES
OF EACH RESPECTIVE COUNTRY.

BARBARY.

THE commerce carried on between
England and the Barbary dsates has
hitherto been very inconsiderable; and
none of the Barbary states within the
Streights have at present any direct
trade with Great Britain: yet there can
be no doubt, but a very advantageous
commerce might be carried on by a di-
rect communication between England
and the states of Barbary, within the

E
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Streights; many English manufactures,
as well as staples, are always in demand.
The merchants at present in Barbary
are accustomed to receive British goods
through the medium of a third or fourth
person, which must enhance the price
considerably: there are aso severa ports
in Barbary, where return cargoes may
aways be procured that are properly
adapted for the English market.

In the following pages we have en-
deavoured to explain the nature of the
Barbary commerce more particularly,
and we have divested ourselves of every
thing that might appear mysterious, in
writingevery thingasweexperiencedit.
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ALGIERS.

The Deys of Algiers have never paid
much attention to commerce, though
possessing one of the most fertile States
in Barbary ; they have hitherto preferred
war, which is always inimical to com-
merce. They have often several stout
cruizers at sea, but they seldom cruize
without the Streights. They are at war
with most of the Christian princeswithin
the Streights; yet the whole of their ships
of war, of every description, does not ex-
ceed twenty, of from ten to forty guns.

Should the Deys of Algiers ever turn
their thoughts to commerce, and study
the true interests of the kingdom, in a
very few years it might be made very
considerable, from the natural richness
of the soil.

Theprincipal articles of export from the
kingdom of Algiers are:

Wheat Oliveail
Barley W ax
Pulse Honey

£2
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Bullocks' hides JWool
Goatskins Livebullocks
Skins of wild beasts J Live sheep.

The exportation of all kinds of pro-
visions is prohibited at the city of Al-
giers, or any other place near it: the
only purchases of any consequence are,
the prize ships and their cargoes; and
these purchases are chiefly made by the
Jewish house of Bocri and Busnah, who
aso farm the Journata from the Dey;
in consequence hides, wax, and many
other articles, can only be procured
through the medium of that house.
Bocri has now a brother, established at
Marseilles. They have always been in
the French interest, and the present
government of Algiers are very much
influenced by that house; while this con-
tinues, the English consul at Algiers must
always feel himself disagreeably situated.

The Deys have always permitted the
exportation of cattle from Oran, for
the supply of the garrison of Gibraltar,
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which they are obliged to do by treaty.
And sometimes the Deys permit the
exportation of corn, &c. &c. from Bona,
but it is often very difficult to obtain
license. The only means of obtaining
that indulgence, is by making consider-
able presents to the Dey and his minis-
ters. The ship going to Bona for corn,
must first call at Algiers, and carry the
Dey's fishery, or license for the corn,
otherwise the ship, in all probability,
will lose her voyage.

The English, at present, have no di-
rect trade with the kingdom of Algiers,
nor is there avery strong temptation to
open a direct trade with it, while the
prohibition on exports is continued;
though a considerable profit may be
made on many articles from England,
yet it will very seldom answer the mer-
chant's purpose, unless he can obtain a
return cargo for his ship. The mer-
chants in Algiers always pay in ready
cash, chiefly in hard Spanish dollars.
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Merchandise aways in demand in

Algiers.
Black pepper J Piglead
Allum Lead shot
Coffee L ogwood, unchipt
Nutmegs f Redwood
Cloves Copperas
Cinnamon Tin, in boxes
White ginger Cloth (superfine
Cutlery j grain colours)
India muslins Finelrishlinen
Calicoes Sugar (fine clay)
Pimento Jamaica rum.

ALGERINE MONEY.
Accounts are kept in mazonas, piasters,
and sequins.

24 Mazonas make 1 Piager,
3£ Piatres———1 Saquin.

All sortsof Spanish money iscurrentin

Algiers.
4 Mazonas make 1 Real De Plata,
8 ........... 1 Pigoreen or Piscfta,
0 ........ .. - 1 Hard Spanish Dallar.

The Algerine Quintal same as the English.
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TUNIS.

The commerce carried on at present
between the Christian states, on the
northern shores of the Mediterranean
and the kingdom of Tunis, is very ex-
tensive, and the exports are chiefly the
produce of the country, which may be
always shipped by getting atiskery from
the Bey for those articles that pay a
duty. Tunis is the most considerable
state in Barbary for commerce, and even
that was but trifling, until Sdi Musta-
pha, late prime minister, encouraged
the cultivation of corn and olives, now
the two chief articles of export from that
kingdom. This has served much to ci-
vilize the inhabitants, who, from a state
of perpetual warfare with the Christians,
and often amongst themselves, begin
now to feel the advantages of com-
merce ; and the duties on exports, at
present, form the greatest part of the
Bey's revenues.
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The principal articles of export from
the kingdom of Tunis are,

Wheat Gold dust
Barley Scai | et caps
Beans 1 Jerbi shawls
Oliveoll Senna
Hides Soap
Skins of wild beasts| Sponge
Wool Cotton
Wax Ostrich feathers
Honey Orchilla weed
Madder roots Live cattle.
lvory

COB,N.

The principal port for shipping corn
from the kingdom of Tunis, is Biserta,
about fifty miles west from Tunis; but
no busness can be done without first
getting a tiskery from the Bey, which
must pay as under:

For Wheat, 22i piasters per cafFecs

Barley, 1H ditto ditto.
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The above are the duties actually paid,
but they have been frequently raised by
the Bey, at the instigation of the French
merchants, who have persuaded him
to raise the duties, that they might have
the preference, more particularly when
there has been a scarcity of corn in the
south of France; yet the French mer-
chants have still found their advantage
in doing their business in this manner:
and to reimburse themselves for the ex-
traordinary duties paid to the Bey, they
bribe his officers, and by that means they
contrive to ship more than double the

guantity of corn, mentioned in the Bey's
tiskery.

The caFess if good measure, is equal
to two quarters Winchester measure:
sixteen tumulos making one cafFess  In
measuring, they lay asmuch corn asthey
can, heaped up, upon the tumulo, and
sometimes lay more than would other-
wise lie upon the measure, by putting
their arms round the rim to support it,
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which is reckoned very fair; however, it
is often necessary to fee the meters, as it
sometimes makes near twenty per cent,
difference in the measure.

The price of corn fluctuates very
much; it isgenerally cheapest at the end
of harvest, in August and September: it
usually rises gradually from the end of one
harvest to the beginning of the next.

Wheat fluctuates from 30 to 70 prs. per
caffees.

Barley fluctuates from 12 to 35 prs. per
caffees.

The crops of corn are always in pro-
portion to the quantity of rain; there
has been a few instances of an entire
failure in the crops, for want of rain.
The soil being very strong, is usually
very productive. There is always agreat
demand for Minorca, Majorca, the coast
of Spain, the south of France, the great-
est part of Italy and Malta. In time
of peace, the Minorkeens are chiefly em-
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ployed in carrying corn from Barbary
to the coast of Spain, performing qua-
rantine at their own ports, which, from
the kingdom of Tunis, with a clean bill
of health, is twelve days.

OLIVE OlIL

Is one of the principal articles of ex-
portation from thg§ kingdom of Tunis; it
Is chiefly shipped from Tunis, Soliman,
and Susa; but thelast is by far the best
place to load at. They will load a ship
at Susa, of three hundred tons burthen,
in a week. Before any shipment takes
place, a tiskery must be got from the
Bey, on paying two and a half piasters,
per metal, Tunis measure, which will
weigh about forty pounds English.

44y, Metals of oil, Tunis measure, will
make one ton English, of 236 gallons,
weighing nett 15cwt. Sgrs. 61bs.

10 Metals of oil at Susa will make 12
Tunis metals.

10 Metals of oil at Soliman will make
14 Tunis metals.
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The season for making olive oil, in
the kingdom of Tunis, is from Novem-
ber till January; and the best time to
ship it is in the winter months, being
sold by measure, it is more dense than
in warm weather, and not so liable to
leak out of the casks: oil of one year
old is the best to ship; it is generally
more clear than new oil: and the oil
that is made in the kingdom of Tunis,
has the good property of keeping sweet
for a considerable time; it will not be-
come rancid so soon as the Italian oils;
and, with a little salt, it may be kept
sweet for any length of time. Itis very
often shipped in large jars; this will
prevent any leakage, and will answer
very well for short voyages in the M edi -
terranean ; but we are of opinion, it
would be too great a risk to have awhole
ship laden withjars of oil, to sail on the
boisterousAtlantic.

They have men called Stcvadores, who
are always employed in stowingjars of
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oil; they have a peculiar method of
stowing them, which our English sailors
are not acquainted with; by only onejar
giving way, it might endanger the whole
ship's cargo. We have known an in-
stance of a ship, above two hundred
tons burthen, entirely laden withjars of
oil, at Tunis, and the whole was deli-
vered safe at Leghorn, with the excep-
tion of only onejar being broke, and
that was broke by accident, in the de-
livery. It would always answer for
English ships to stow jars of oil in the
between-decks, as they might there be
very easily secured ; and being free from
leakage, would always prove advanta-
geous both to the ship and merchant.
The tops of the jars are secured with
gyps, which will soon become as hard
and tight as any part of thejar.

In time of peace, the French, from
Marseilles, have loaded three hundred
vessdls in one year, in the kingdom of
Tunis, with corn, wool, olive oil, &c. <&c.
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The French merchants usually took both
the clear oil and the footings, for their
cloth and soap manufactories. Some of
the Tunis oil finds its way to England,
under the name of Gallipoli: and pro-
vided it is of a tolerable good quality,
it is by no means inferior, and more par-
ticularly for the clothiers, it being a
stronger bodied oil than the Italian;
we have met with eating oil, equal to
the Florence, particularly at Susa, made
use of at the table of Giluli, the Kya
of Susa

The Susa oil is in higher estimation
than the Soliman; and the latter is
reckoned better than the Tunis oil.

The best method to ship oil is, by
entering into a contract with the Kyas;
the major part of the money must be
paid down at the time of making the
contract. The Kyas are the governors
of provinces, and, in general, native
princes: they arc usually men of very
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great property; they can aso obtain
tiskeries itiuch easier than private mer-
chants. The contract with the Kyas
should be always free on board. They
are all men of the strictest honour and
integrity, and will never break their
word. It would be aways much better
to avoid loading oil at Tunis, if possible,
the distance being so very great be-
tween the Goletta, where the ships lie,
and the city of Tunis; and the very
great delays, for want of sandals, make
it very expensive. It is amost impos-
sible to load a ship at the Goletta, of
300 tons burthen, in less time than a
month: it is adso rather dangerous for
the ships to lie at the Goletta in the
winter months: they also lie at the Go-
letta, to receive the oil from Soliman.
Susa is much the best port to load oil
at; and the ships lie perfectly secure
from all winds, except the north-east,
which is not very frequent in the Medi-
terranean.
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The Effects of Olive Oil on the Human
Body,

In the kingdom of Tunis, the people
usually employed as coolies, or porters,
are, in general, natives of Gereed or the
country of Dates, about 300 miles from
the sea coast. Their dressis, in general,
awide woollen coat, its natural colour,
with short wide deeves over, wrapping
round the body, and tied round the
waist with a cumber band ; they never
wear a shirt, and seldom have either
trousers, shoes, or stockings; they have
aways a scarlet woollen cap upon the
head, and sometimes a coarse white tur-
ban : those coolies that are employed in
the oil stores, seldom eat any thing but
bread and oil: they smear themselves all
over withoil,andtheir coatisawayswell
soaked withit. Though the plague fre-
guently rages in'Funis in the most fright-
ful manner, destroying many thousands
of the inhabitants, yet there never was
known an instance of any of these
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coolies, who work in the oil stores, ever
being in the least affected by it In the
summer it is customary for these coolies
to sleep in the streets, upon the bare
ground; we have frequently seen in
the night, scorpions and other venomous
reptiles running about them in great
numbers, yet we never heard of a single
instance where the coolies were ever in-
jured by them; nor do the musquitoes,
which are always very troublesome to
other people in hot climates, ever
molest these people, though their face,
hands, and arms, from their elbows, are
exposed, as also their legs and feet; any
other people, being so much exposed,
would be nearly destroyed by the mus-
quitoes. In Tunis, when any person is
stung by a scorpion, or bit by any
other venomousreptile, they immediately
scarify the part with a knife, and rub in
olive oil as quick as possible, which ar-
rests the progress of the venom. If oil is
not applied in a few minutes, death is
inevitable, particularly from the sting of
F
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E scorpion. Those in the kingdom of
Tunis are the most venomous in the

world.

The drength and agility of thee
cooliesand portersareamos incredible;
having a great many ships to load, we
employed several of these people, and
have frequently ssen one of them carry
a load upon his back which weighed
half a ton English weight, a disance of
thirty or forty yards.

SPONGE

|s gathered on the sea shore, near
Sphax and Jerbi; it is of a tolerable
good quality, and may be purchasd
at Susa, at 20 to SO piagers, per the
112lbs. English, according to quality.
This is very inferior in quality to that
which is found on the shores of the
Black Sea, which is generally usd in
England. Though the Barbary sponge
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its so much inferior in quality, yet it will
aways meet with aready sde in Malta,
Scily, Italy, Minorca, Majorca, and the
coast of Spain.

Sponge should be in large pieces,
clear and free from shells or sea weed,
which are very often found stickingtoit.

SOAP.

Thisis an article whichis made in the
kingdom of Tunis, and is exported in
great quantities; it is usually shipped
from the ports of Tunis and Susa: it is
generally much cheaper and of a better
quality at Susa

The price of soap fluctuates from 18
to 25 piasters per quintal, equal to the
English hundred weight: the price varies
in proportion to the price of oil. The
Tunisians export both hard and soft
soap.  The hard is mostly shipped in

F2
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boxes of 1 1b. each, and the soft soap, in
jars. They are both very strong, and
wash better than most European soaps,
and the smell is by no means dis
agreeable, being entirely composed of
olive oil and barilla, both articles the
produce of the country. The best way
to ship soap, is by making acontract for
a certain quantity two or three months
before the time of shipping; however,
the length of time must entirely depend
upon the quantity contracted for, as it
is seldom to be procured in very large
quantities, ready made. This circum-
stance is the cause of this very valuable
branch of commerce being confined to
a few people, who regularly follow the
Barbary trade, or have a regular corres-
pondence : boxes for the hard soap must
be always carried there, as no packages
are to be had in this part of Barbary,
except jars and matts. The Minorkeens,
Who enjoy the greatest part of this trade,
will often take above fifty tons of hard
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soap in bulk, rather than be at any ex-
pence for boxes.

Great quantities of Barbary soap are
shipped for Minorca, Majorca, the coast
ef Spain, and part of Italy.

It is almost incredible how very ad-
vantageous this branch of commerce is
to the Minorkeen merchants; they evert
sell it at their own port for more than
double the first cost. We are persuaded
it would answer very well amongst our
clothiers; though the duties are very
high, yet the clothiers are allowed the
duty on all foreign soap that they make
use of in their manufactories.

Hard Barbary soap would answer very
well for the North American market,
put up in boxes of 30Ibs. netteach. In
taking out a tiskery for the exportation
of soap from the kingdom of Tunis, the
shipper must always pay one piaster per
quintal of Tunis, which is the same as
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the English hundred weight; 110Ibs; of
Tunis makes 112 |bs. English

ORCHILLA WEED.

This article of commerce grows in
great abundance amongs the ruins of
Carthage, and on the rocky mountains
to the eastward of Tunis: that from the
mountains is rather longer, and of course
of better quality; it isvery much inferior
to the Cape de Verd. It may be collected
from 15 to 20 piagers per quintal; it
reguires much time to collect any con-
sderable quantity : the best mode of col-
lecting it is, by employing the Bedouins,
and then it would require amonth to col-
lect five tons.

The Orchilla weed would always sl
very well in England, were it not for the
great quantity of dirt the Bedouins scrape
from the rocks along with it, to make it
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weigh the more, which renders it aimost;
unfit for the English market

WOOL.

Immense quantities of wool are an-
nually exported from the kingdom of
Tunis. The quality entirely depends
upon the part of the country it is from:
at Tunis, and to the western part of the
kingdom, the quality of the wool is but
very indifferent; at Susa it is much bet-
ter; at Jerbi, Sphax, and the eastern
part of the kingdom, itisvery fine, be-
ing nearly equal to the Spanish wool,
only a much longer staple, which makes
it better adapted for the manufacture
of shawls; when it is full grown upon
the sheep it hangs down in ringlets, and
has a silky appearance. In Persia wel
have seen akind of sheep, with wool very
sipiilar to the wool on the eastern part
of the kingdom of Tunis. The finest
part of thewool the inhabitants of Jerbi
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and Sphax manufacture into shawls and
burnoases; some of these arc exceeding
fine.

The French merchants usually ship
the major part of the wool. The price
Is from 18 to 30 piasters per quintal; it
Jmys a duty on exportation of one piaster
per quintal.

The fleeces are mostly very foul, and
lose much in washing; which make them
unfit for the English market.

The importation of Barbary wool into
the ports of France, chiefly into Mar-
seilles, was always considered as one of
the most beneficial branches of the
French commerce. They manufactured
it into cloth, proper for the Barbary mar-
ket, from which the French merchants
drew an immense profit. The Moors
being very particular in their colours, the
French put up their bales, properly as
sorted, and call them Londra's.
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The French do not shear their cloth
so close as the English do in general,;
and the wool from the eastern part of
the kingdom of Tunis having a silky
appearance, the French put a good
face upon the cloth, which is aways
very pleasing to the eye; and the Moors,
who are but very indifferent judges of
cloth, provided it costs them little, they
are the better pleased with it; they look
more to the colour than the quality;
some of the French cloth has very little
substance in it, very little stouter than
some English flannels. The Moors rea-
son and draw conclusions different from
any other people. A Moor will say, if
| can buy a cloth for four piasters per
pike, it will certainly answer my pur-
pose much better than giving eight pias-
ters per pike: | can have two coats for
the same money; and surely two coats
are better than one. A few bales of the
best superfine cloth or shallees will al-
ways meet with a ready sade amongst
the princes and ministers, who will
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have the very best article they can lay
their hands on, whatever may be the

price.

On the mountains, towards the sou-
thern boundaries of the kingdom of Tu-
nis, in the country of Gereed, which
Is often diginguished in the maps by
the name of Biledulgerid, but is dis
tinguished at Tunis by the name of
Gereed, or the Country of Dates; they
have sheep that grow wool equally as
fine as the Spanish, and not much longer
staple; we have seen several samples of
it, but could not procure any consder-
able quantity: it is very sddom sent to
Tunis, or any part of the coas. The
Tunidans are at a very great expence in
purchasng Spanish wool, which they
manufacture into the scarlet skull caps,
and which they export in immense quan-
tities to the Levant.

It is almog incredible the quantity of
thee caps that are made in Tunis; we
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have seen a ship of two hundred tons
burthen entirely laden with them. The
Tunisians are obliged to carry the caps
to the waters of Luan, near forty miles
distance: these waters ware formerly
conveyed to Carthage, by an extensive
aqueduct. They have a peculiar qua-
lity in dying a most beautiful scarlet
There is no doubt but that the Tunisians
might produce a sufficient quantity of
wool, of the same quality as the Spa-
nish, in their own country; but such is
the disposition of the inhabitants, and
the unsettled state of the government,
that the Bey is obliged annually to send
alarge army to collect his revenues in
the distant parts of the kingdom; every
thing must be done by force; and the
tribes in the interior would not pay any
tributewhatever, unlessthey were obliged
to do it by a superior force; in conse-
guencevery littlecommercial intercourse
can be carried on from one province to
another.
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[IVORY AND COLD DUST,

These are articles of export from Tu-
nis, yet they are not the produce of the
country. They are brought by the ca-
ravans from Tombucto, alarge city in the
interior of Africa: the articles brought
by these caravans are chiefly daves
ivory, and gold dust. They generally
arrive at Tunis in the month of June,
and dispose of their merchandise: and
then make purchases of goods to take
back with them. The goods they taka
in return consist chiefly inlong ells, coarse
woollens, fire-arms, gunpowder, watches,
and hard-ware. The caravans again set
out from Tunisin October, forTombucto
and the coast of Guinea.

OSTRICH FEATHERS

May be purchased in considerable
quantities; they are sold by weight, and
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divided into classes, according to qua-
lity, such asfirst, second, and third. In
the first class, to which the others bear
but a very small proportion, if parti-
cular care is not taken, the Moors will
tie a large quantity of twine round them,
to make them weigh the more.

HIDES AND WAX.

These are considerable articles of ex-
port from the kingdom of Tunis; but
the exclusive privilege of shipping them
belong to the Joumata company, who
pay a large sum of money annually to
the Bey for that indulgence. It is not
an unusua thing for this company to
send a ship to Italy entirely laden with
wax. This company has all the wax,
and every bullock's hide that is pro-
duced in the kingdom of Tunis, at a
stipulated price.

The Journata company, in return, are
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obliged to furnish the Bey with cloth-
ing for his troops, and several other ar-
ticles. This company will sl to any
merchant acargo of wax or hides, who
will pay them a reasonable price.

IMPORTS.

The imports into the kingdom of Tu-
nis are at present very great, and form
no very inconsderable part of the com-
merce of the Mediterranean.

The Tunisansimport from Syria

India mudins, by Siks, raw and ma-
the caravans, via nufactured

Basora Opium
Cottons Copper
Car petings Tobacco.

FROM THE MOREA.

Dried fruitsand figs, to makebrandy.
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FROM TRIPOLI.

Madder-roots and senna.

FROM TRIESTE.

Glassware, of vari- [ron

ous kinds Fine linens
Wood, inbeamsand Woollens, chiefly
planks low priced.
FROM SPAIN.
Wine Naval stores, of all
Brandy kinds.
Wool

FROM FRANCE.

Hardwares of all Woollen cloth of

orts all kinds
Watches Sugars
Trinkets Coffee,

fine Linens



80

PROM: LEGHORN.

Swedish iron, nar-
row and flat bars

Tin, in bars and
sheets

Lead, in pigs and

Copperas
Sugarsof all sorts
Coffee
Cloth of various
kinds

shot Cochineal
jQuicksilver Logwood
Aquafortis Nails
Spices of all sorts  Ginger, whiteand
Stick-lack, black black

and red Fine linens
Gum Benjamin Sheet iron.

Alum

The Tunisians have very seldom any
direct trade with England; they receive
most of the British manufactures, &c.
via Leghorn; and it will be very easily
observed that a great part of the imports
into the kingdom of Tunis is through
the hands of the merchants at Leghorn.
It is usually the case, when war or any
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other cause puts a stop to the French
trade, the L eghorn merchants then enjoy
a greater share of it, and the Journata
Company mostly ship for Leghorn.

The Tunisians consume aconsiderable
guantity of English manufactures, parti-
cularly coarsewoollens; great quantities
of long ells made in the neighbourhood of
Exeter, are sent out to Leghorn, most of
which find their way to Tunis. The
bales for the Tunis market should be as-
sorted as under .—

LONG ELLS.

10 Pieceslight blues

9 Pieces Turkey blues
9 Pieces mazareen blues
9 Piecesred

10 Pieces coffee

2 Pieces yellow

1 Piece green

50 pieces in each bale.
G
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ARCH IMPERIALS.

30 Pieces blue
15 Piecesred
5 Pieces sorted colours (no green)

50 pieces in each bale.

Scarlet long ells should always be sent
In separate bales; two or three bales of
scarlet are sufficient at one time, and for
the other bales, assorted as we have
stated. There is aways a demand at
Tunis for any quantity; two hundred
bales, or even a whole ship's cargo at a
time, would not overstock the market.
The caravanstakeimmense quantitiesinto
the interior of Africa.  These goods will
always bear a very handsome profit to the
merchant; they will always answer to fill
upaship, when it happens that he cannot
conveniently get afull cargo; or, where
the ship takes a large proportion of
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number of these baes; will always make
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the ship easer at sea

The cloth the Tunisians have chiefly
made use of for many years past, has
been French manufacture;
more into the colour than the quality of
the cloth; the bales should be assorted

as under;—

1 Piece scarlet

1 ditto
1 ditto
1 ditto
2 ditto
1 ditto
2 ditto
2 ditto
1 ditto

crimson

light wine
deep wine
Deroy

purple
mazareenblue
light blue
green.

12 piecesin each bale.

G 2

they look
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The pieces should be from 18 to 20
yards each, ¥awide; the cloth should not
be shorn bare, but have a tolerable dress
upon it.

The Moors aways entertained a fa-
vourable opinion of English manufac-
tures, and the French, to humour them,
gave their cloth the name of Londras,
wishingto make the Moors believe it was
manufactured in London.

The French merchants at Tunis were
formerly in the habit of selling their goods
very high, and giving long credit; but,
from the instability in the government,
and the natural disposition of the lower
class of Moors to cheat the Christians
whenever in their power, many respecta-
ble French merchants have been ruined
by it: giving credit should always be
carefully avoided; the Moors will never
give any credit.

A few years ago, the French gained
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most by their exports to the kingdom of
Tunis; the return cargoes for their ships
being then very trifling. Since Sidi
Mustapha, late prime minister of Tunis,
encouraged the planting of olives and
the growth of corn, the French have
gained more by their imports.

The best season for aship to go to Tu-
nis with acargo of merchandise, isin the
months of September and October, parti-
cularly for woollens; the weather then
becomes rather temperate, and the Moors
never think of purchasing an article for
their own wear till the moment it is
wanted, though they often pay double
forit.

Spices of all sorts are always paid forin
ready cash; lead, and all sorts of naval and
military stores, pay no duty whatever;
all other articlesimported in British ships,
are by treaty to pay three per cent, ad
valorem, but the Tarif does not amount to
more than two per cent.
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The French pay thesame Tarif asthe
English; mog other nations pay ] 0 per
cent, ad valorem, and the Jewish mer-
chants, who enjoy the whole of the trade
between Tunis and Leghorn, pay 10 per
cent Tarif upon all their imports.

The English have, therefore, a cons-
derable advantage, and are enabled to
undersdl mogt nations, particularly in
goods direct from England.

At Tunisthere is alwaysademand for
a wel asorted cargo of English goods,
aufficient to load a ship of 300 tons bur-
fhen; and in some articles the market
cannot easly be overstocked, which will
always allow the ship agood freight, and
acertain profit to the merchant; thesear-
ticlesare chiefly saples, such asiron, tin
in sheets, plate iron, lead, and alum, with
all kinds of naval gores

Provisons of all kinds are very cheap in
the kingdom of Tunis, particularly at a
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distance from the capital.  Ships loading
there should layin a considerable quantity
for sea stock  Merchants shipping are
limited in the quantity of provisions, but
letters of marque and men-of-war are al-
lowed to take on board as much as they
please, and are entitled to keep the hides
of all the bullocksthey kill on board ; but
when a merchant ship kills a bullock, the
hide belongs to the Journata company.

Their biscuit and flour are very good,
and in proportion to the price of wheat,
from 10 to 20 piasters per quintal.

Having, while at Tunis, to provide pro-
vision for several ships, we frequently
bought the wheat at market, and had it
ground, which is very convenient for ship-
ping; the bran and coarse flour is parti-
cularly serviceable for live stock, and we
found ityield inthe following proportion.
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Grinding and dressing 1001b, wheat at

Tunis,
Ibs

Fineflour- -- 45
Com. flour - - 22%
3d quality - - 11
4th ditto———7

Bran . . . 10%
Loss - - - - - 4
100 Ibs.

CURRENT PRICE OF SUNDRY GOODS IN TUNIS, IN 1799.

Piasters.

Swedish iron, narrow flat bars 23 per quintal.
Tininsheets . . ... ... ... 40 per box of 100 sheets.
Lead in pigs . . . . . 20 per quintal,
Tininbars .. ........... 200

Quicksilver. . .. ... ... , 275

Aquafortis, best quality .. 40

Pepper, black. . . ... ..... 250

Pimento. . . . ... .. . ,. 100

Cloves . ... ... .. . 800

Cinnamon .......... 4Q0

Stick-lack. . .. .......... 250

Gum Benjamin, 1¢ quality 600

Ditto, 2d. . .. .. 400

Ditto, 3d ... 250

English alum in large lumps 40
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Plage*.
Copperas . . ....... * ... 10 per quintal.
Loafsugar., . . . . 200
Finedaysugar. . . .. ... .. 150
Common sugar. . . . . . . 120
Very ordinary ditto————90
Nutmegs .. .......... - 30 perlb.

The money current in the kingdom of
Tunis.

12 Burboes make 1 Asper.
Vs Apers 1 Caroob.
16 Caroobs 1 Piagter.
4%, Piasers———1 Maboob or Sequin.

Accounts arekept in burboes, aspers,
and piasters.

12 Burboes make 1 Asper.
52 Aspeas ... 1 Piager.

I n the exchange between England and
Tunis, the paris 15 piasters per pound
sterling.

The rate of exchange between Eng-
land and Tunis is in general regulated
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according to the rate of exchange at
Leghorn. Very littleisdoneat Tunisin
bills of exchange, except through the
hands of the consuls, who usually draw
for their saaries, and are often imposed
upon by the Jews. It will seldom an
swer the purpose of a merchant to draw
bills of exchange, to procure a cargo of
merchandise, while he has goods on hand;
it is the best way to barter; the Moors
are partial to that mode of doing busi-
ness, for they calculate that by this me-
thod they make a double profit.

TUNIS WEIGHTS.

IOO0Ibs Tunis make 112 English.

Corn of all kindsismeasuredintumii-
|oes.

MEASURE.

16 Tumuloes make 1 Caffess

Each tumulo of good wheat should
weigh 50Ibs. Tunisweight.
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PROVISIONS.

At Tunis we had a great many ships
to victual, in the hottest season ; we had
not only to provide for their daily expen-
diture, but dso tolay in alarge sea stock,
which, if not effectually cured in a very
few hours, the whole would be inevitably
lost. We killed upwards of forty bul-
locks in the hottest season, and, by ob-
serving the following method, nevfer
spoiled one ounce of meat.

The animal should be killed as quietly
as possible; the best method of killing a
bullock, is by thrusting a sharp pointed
knife into the spinal marrow, behind the
horns, when the bullock will immediately
fall, without any struggle; then cut the ar-
teries about the heart. As soon as he is
skinned and quartered, begin to cut up in
six pound pieces, not larger, particularly
tho thick parts.



92

Take half a pound of black pepper,
half a pound of red or kyan pepper, and
half a pound of the best saltpetre, all
beat or ground very fine; mix these three
well together, then mix them with about
three quarts of very fine salt: this mix-
ture is sufficient for eight hundred
weight of beef. As the pieces are brought
from the person cutting up, first sprinkle
the pieces with the spice, and introduce
alittle into all the thickest parts, if it
cannot be done otherwise, make a small
incision with a knife. The first Sdter,
after rubbing salt and spice well into the
meat, should take and mould the piece,
the same as washing a shirt upon a board;
this may be very easily done, and the
meat being lately killed, is soft and plia-
ble; this moulding opens the grain of the
meat, which will makeit imbibe the spice
and sat much quicker tiian the common
method of salting. Thefirst Sater hands
his piece over to the second Sdter, who
moulds and rubs the salt well into the
meat, and if he observes occasion, intru
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cluces the spice; when the second Salter
has finished his piece, he folds it up as
close as possible, and hands it to the
packer at the harness tubs, who must be
stationed near him: the packer must be
careful to pack his harness tubs as close
as possible.

Allthe work must becarried on inthe
shade, but where there is a strong current
of air, the harness tubs in particular; this
being a very material point in curingthe
meat in a hot climate. Meat may be
cured in this manner with the greatest
safety, when the thermometer in the
shade is at 110°, the extreme heat assist-
ing the curing.

A good sized bullock of six or seven
hundred weight, may be killed and salt-
ed within the hour.

The person who attends with the spice
near the first Salter has the greatest trust
Tmposed upon him; besdes the spice, he
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should be well satisfied that the piece is
sufficiently salted, before he permits the
first sdter to hand the piece over to the
second salter.

All thesalt should bevery fine, and the.
packer, besdes sprinkling the bottom of
his harness tubs, should be careful to put
plenty of salt between each tier of meat,
which is very soon turned into the finest
pickle. The pickle will nearly cover the
meat as fast as the packer can stow it
away. Itisaways agood sign that the
meat is very safe, when the packer begins
to complain that hishands are aching with
cold.

| t isbetter to kill the bullocks on board
a ship than on shore; in all hot climates
thereisgenerally a land or sea breeze, the
ship will of course ride head towind, and
by spreading an awning over the ship's
decks, there will beathorough current of
air, which increases the evaporation, the
cause of the extreme cold.
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By this method, there is no doubt but
that the meat is perfectly cured in three
hours, from the time of killing the bul-
lock : the satpetre in a very little time
strikes through the meat; however, it is
always better to letit liein the harness
tubs till the following morning, when it
will have an exceeding pleasant smell on
opening the harness tubs, then take it out
and pack it in tight barrels, with its own
pickle,

PRIME BEEF.

For cabin or particular private use,
take the thick flanks, briskets, and tops
of the ribs, and after curing them as we
have described, add a little clay sugar,
with pimento, which sarves to giveit a
very rich flavour.

These parts should be packed in kegs,
about sixty pound each, and when packed
to be preserved any considerable length
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of time, should be in its own pickle, which
ismuch better than any made pickle.

Provisions cured in this manner will
keep during the longest voyages, are more
wholesome and more palatable than any
other, and a sure preventive against the
scurvy, partly owing to the spices that are
made use of in the curing; and also, that
a careful cook may always make good
soup from this meat, as the salt is very
easily extracted, for the same operation
which served toimpregnatethe meat with
the salt, will also serveto extractit.
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SARDINIA

Is a very fertile island, and well situ*

ated for the commerce of the Mediterra-
nean*

At adistanceit appearsto bevery moun-
tainous, but, on anearer inspection,it will
be found to contain avery large propor-
tion of fertile level country, and capable
of the highest cultivation. There are
also extensive lakes and marshes; it is
even navigable through the middle of the
country for small craft, from Ourestan,
on the north-west part of the island, to
Calari, the capita], on the south-east; it
has several good roadsteds for shipping,
where they may take on board cargoes
with safety at any season of the year.

The inhabitants only cultivate grain

and vines in any considerable quantities,

Their wheat is of a superior quality, the
H
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finest iu the Mediterranean, but it will not
keep good so long as many other wheats:
it should never be kept above eighteen or
twenty months. Their barley isaso vepy
fine.

The Sardinian bread is much finer and
whiter than any other bread made in the
Mediterranean. No part of Europe has
finer bread. Were the inhabitants inclin-
ed to makeimprovements, it might easily
be made oneof the richest idands in the
world. It has a great many marshes,
which makes it rather unwholesome in
some parts, in the summer season; but
all these might bevery easily drained, and
Inade the most fertile, at avery littlecost.
To turn a swampy marsh into fields of
corn and vineyards, the contrast is very
great: from being unwholesome, and even
dangerous, it might be made the most
healthy and pleasant.

Situated as Sardiniais, near so many
civilized nations, it is amost incredible,
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and no person, without being an eye-wit-
ness, could believe that the inhabitant
are in such a degraded state.

In the country, the men dress them-
selves in goat-skins, with the hair out-
wards, one skin before and another be-
hind : no breeches, shoes, or stockings; a
woollen or skin cap upon the head ; they
never shave their beard, or comb their
hair. The country women dress in a
gown which reaches down to the ancles,
made of scarlet long ells, English manu-
facture; they have neither shoes nor
stockings; asmall woollen cap and the
gown are all the garments they wear.
The country people alwaysgo armed, and
are all thieves and robbers; they will not
hesitate a moment in taking away thelife
of a defenceless stranger, where there is
the least prospect of gaining the most
trifling sum. No stranger whatever can
travel in the interior, without being well
anaed, and accompanied with guides and
guards of the country. Though thieves

H 2



100

and murderers by profession, yet they
are strongly attached to their king and
country.

Wehad an opportunity of being an eye-
witness to some of their attempts at plun-
der and massacre. About twenty miles
south-east from Calari we captured a
Spanish privateer; the Spaniards, after
they had struck their colours, run their
vessel on shore, and part of the crew es
caped; in consequence, we were obliged
to take several heavy articles out of the
privateer, to get her afloat, and our peo-
ple rolled through the surf several casks
and pipes of wine on shore, till we got the
vessel afloat. Upwards of twenty wild
Sards came down to the shore, some on
foot, others on horseback, all well armed
in the manner of the country; we ob-
served several more pouring clown from
the country ; for some timethey remain-
ed quiet spectators, observing our efforts
to get the vessel afloat, but when they
thought our people were so much en-



101

gaged, as not to observe the motion of
the Sards, they began to roll the pipes of
wine up the country; we sent a boat's
crew on shore, all well armed, to recover
the wine and other property. The sail-
ors, being rather too impetuous at the
idea of losing the wine, and the Sards be-
coming very numerous, we were obliged
to cover our people from the Spanish pri -
vateer; several shots were fired at the
boat's crew, and we immediately com-
menced a fire of musketiy from the pri-
vateer, when the Sards fled up the coun-
try; we did not observe any Sards fall,
one horse was shot dead, but we believe
the rider escaped.

These wild Sards are a most wretched
and depraved people, and do not appear
to have the least honour or honesty about
them.

It is even dangerous for any ship to
wood and water on the eastern coast of
S&rdinia, without having the people well
armed, otherwise they run the greatest
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risk of beingcut off. Towards St. Peters
and St. Antioch the natives are rather
morecivilized. Thereis astriking con-
trast between the people in the country,
and the citizensinthe capital; the latter
may be considered as prisoners, scarce
ever venturing to stir beyond the city
walls; yet no people observe more pomp
and outward show. Every one above a
mechanic must always appear with his
bag-wig, sword, and his chapeau under
his arm, and taylors and barbers on a
holyday strut about with their bag-wigs
and swords. Learning is at avery low
ebb, even amongst the gentry.

Provisions of all kinds are very cheap,
a few reals will maintain a man for acon-
siderable time. There are at Calari fre-
guent instances of men, dressed in a style
equal to a nobleman, at the same time
askingcharity. Theclergy form a large
proportion, in consequence their com-
merceisnot so considerableasmight beex-
pected from such an extensive and fertifc

3
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island: a numerous clergy are at all
timesinimical to commerce.

Provisions of all kinds are cheaper in
Sardinia than any other part of the
Mediterranean, except Algiers. Theit
bread, beef, and vegetables are of supe-
rior quality, and in great abundance;
though very little careistaken in culti-
vating the soil, yet they produce a great
deal more than is necessary for their own
consumption, and sometimes near t\yo
hundred vesds of various descriptions
go from Minorcato Sardinia to load, in
the course of one year.

The tunny fishery, between St. Peters
and St Antioch, isthe most considerable
of any in the Mediterranean. They take
sufficient to load a great many ships in
one season: the fishermen place their
nets zig-zag ways, in from eight to eigh-
teen fathom water; at each angle they
have severa chambers, and over every
angle they have moored, with two or
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three fishermen in it, who are aways
watching the fish when they enter the
chambers, and, with a line, supported
on the surface by a buoy, they draw a
net across the chamber door. They do
not take up the net until they have
caught several fish, and then it some-
times requires near one hundred men to
haul up the net. As soon as they take
up the net they are obliged immediately
to cut up the fish and salt them. The
tunny fish are from one to seven and
eight hundred weight, and sometimes
larger: they are much fatter than salmon;
the belly part is most esteemed. They
are packed in kegs of about three quar-
ters of a hundred each. It requires
a capital of twenty thousand dollars to
begin a tunny fishery. They are all
private property. Don Gieusseppe De
Ripallo, a Genoese noblemafu and Count
Antonico Porcelli, aSardinian nobleman,
have the largest fisheries.

Besides the grain and other articled
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‘e have already mentioned, the exports

from Sardinia, are

Rabbit skins

Goat skins

Kidskins

Fox skins and other
wild beadts

Bullocks' hides

Calf skins

Salt provisions of
all kinds

Live hogs, cattle,
horses, &c.

Flour

Biscuit

Indian corn

Macaroons

Wine

Brandy

Barilla

Ditto of an ordi-
nary quality, cal-
led Burdina

Starch

Capers

Cork

Cheese

Salt

Their cheee is chiefly made in the
neighbourhood of Ourestan; it is of a
very inferior quality; the cheeses are

made in the manner of the Dutch.

The

first cost of the cheese in the interior of
the country is from two pence to two
pence halfpenny, sterling, per pound.
It is exported in large quantities to Na-
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pies and Genoa, where the merchants
make a great profit upon it.

The bay of Calari is one of the best
places in the Mediterranean to load salt
either for the Baltic or Newfoundland;
and any number of shipping may be
always sure of getting cargoes: it costs
about six pence the English hundred
weight, free on board. Vessds of a
moderate draught of water should go into
the bason to load their salt.

GOAT SKINS.

It requires a great deal of care to
choose a cargo of goat skins, and to pre-
vent imposition: they should be all
large sized, and not wormed; grey and
light colours are the best. If cut or
torn, they are allowed for, by taking
two skins for one, three for one, or
three for two, according to the da-
mage; salted skins are not so good.
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They should be all well beat before they
are shipped; they should have the hair
entire; and care should be taken to have
as few Dblack skins as possible.

Goat skins may frequently be procured
at a place where there is no convenience
to pack them in casks or cases, they
should be tied up in bundles, as tight as
possible, and taken to the nearest port
for re-packing,

GOODS PROPER TOR THE SARDINIAN
MARKET.

These are chiefly British manufactures.
An assorted cargo for Calari should con-
Sist of

Copperas . . . . . 10 tons.
Alum . . 1
Black pepper .+ 50 cwt
Fine clay sugar 100
Martinico coffee 100
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Red and scarlet long ells and arch impe-
rials, 150 bales or more

1 Bale superfine black cloth

1 Bale second ditto

1 Bale superfine blue cloth

1 Bale second ditto

1 Bale superfine fashionable mixed cloth
2 Bales coatings
10 Bales of black says or long ells
Soal |eather

A small quantity of hard-ware

A few trunks of Pullicat handkerchiefs
Tin, in boxes

Lead, in pigs

5 to 10 puncheons of Jamaica rum

A few boxes of finelrish linens
Cotton hosiery.

Al sorts of bale goods should not ba
assorted, but the whole of the bale be the
same quality and price.

In the assorted cargo we have only
put down the different articles in such
small guantities as would not overstock



109

the market; on the contrary, such acargo
as we have chosen, might be sold atCal ari
in a few days; and there are some very
respectable merchants that may be de
pended upon, who are people of large
property, and are very honourable in
their dealings. The quantity of baes of
arch imperials and long €lls can scarce
be too great; fifty bales, more or less,
would not very materially affect the
market.

CUSTOMS.

The duties of customs on imports at
Calari are very great; strangers pay 18
per cent, ad valorem, and the inhabitants
15 per cent but from the Tariff it will
seldom amount to more than 10 or 12
per cent. The difference in the duties
being so much in favour of the inhabi-
tants, it is much better to sell the cargo
by samples on board the ship, and leave
it to the merchant to pass his goods
through the custom-house. It might
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perhaps be difficult to get hard cash for
so valuable a cargo as we have men-
tioned ; when that is the case, the mer-
chants of Calari draw upon Leghorn.

England, at this moment, sustains a
very considerable loss by not having a
proper accredited British consul in Sar-
dinia; most of the articles imported by
the Sards are either British manufac-
tures, or may be easily supplied from
England: at present they all pass through
several hands before they reach Sardi-
ni&: thisis undoubtedly owing to our
not having a proper consul in all that
extensive island ; neither is there a male
British subject in the whole island.
Could the English have a proper accre-
dited British consul, connected with a
respectable mercantile house, to reside
at Calari, much good business might be
done, and aregular direct trade opened
between England and Sardinian both
countries would be essentially benefited
by it, aswell as every individual con-
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strong reason why a consul should be
established in Sardinia, white the English
hold any possessons in the Mediterra-
nean ; they might reasonably entertain a
better hope of receiving supplies of pro-
vision from thence, and even for Gibral-
tar, particularly when it is observed how
very reasonable the price of provisions are
in Sardinia, as may be seen in the annex-
ed tables, which, for their accuracy, may
be depended upon. Pork may be had
nearly in sufficient quantities to supply
the whole of the English navy; at the
same time, it is thefinest pork in Europe.
The hogs are almost wild, and are fat-
tened upon chesnuts; we have na pork,
either in England or Ireland, equal to it
either for taste or colour. The best sea
son for pork is in the months of No-
vember, December, and January; in
these months it is very fat. Both beef
and pork are very good, and, when ready
cured for shipping, will be found not to
cost more than three pence per pound.
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Though salt provisions are, o very rea
sonable, yet there is no doubt but that
they might be shipped much cheaper,
had the English a factory established
either at Ourestan or Calari.

MONEY CURRENT | N SARDI NI A.

2 Denari——make 1 Calari

6 Caari......... 1 Soldi
D 1 Real

11 Reals 1 Soldi make 1 Spanish slver Dollar
OReds ......... 1 Scudi of Calari

72 Redlsand 1 Calari 1 Scudi of Piedmont.

Accounts are kept in denari, soldi,
and livres.

12 Denari make 1 Soldi
20 Soldi. . . . . 1Livre.

SARDINIAN LARGE WEIGHTS.

12 Ounces make 1 Pound.
104 Pounds . . . .1 Cantara.

128 Pounds Sard are equal to the English Cwf.
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TABLE,

SHEWING THE LOWEST, MIDDLING, AND THE HIGHEST
PRICES OF SUNDRY GOODS, THE PRODUCE OF SARDINIA)
IN SARDINIAN MONEY, VIZ. LIVRES, SOLDI, AND DENABI.

Highei

Wheat per starello, about 561b.

Vosard.o

Barley per Saréllo.........

Beans ditto ............

Pease ditto. . . ........ ,

Tares ditto ............

Flour, fine (called semola) per
cantafa ... ...

Flour, common (called farina)
per cantara ..

Beef and pork, salted, per can-
tara .
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Cheee 14 quality ditto
Ditto 2d ditto ditto
Maccaroons 1< quality ditto
Ditto 2d ditto  ditto
Ditto 3d ditto ditto
Ditto 4th ditto ditto
Ditto 5th ditto ditto
Ditto 6th ditto ditto
Brandy ditto
Wine per quartierre
Vinegar ditto
Wool per cantaral
Goat kins each
Rabbit skins ditto

Fox skins ditto

=
~N O

cON OO0 hOOORMOOOOO ©

[ .

cocooRocoBrub
=

B Bnowowosco

BSro

Cocboobo-B KEREERG



114

TABLE,

SHEWING THE DUTIES TO BE PAID TO THE KINO, UPON
SUNDRY ARICLES, THE PIODUCE OF SARDINIA, WHEN
EXPORTED.

Old Duty

Cheee* 1 quality per cantara. 0 7 6
Ditto 2d ditto ditto 0000
Wool in whole fleeces ditto 07 6
Ditto loose called Mezza Lana ditto 000
Bullocks' hides each 0/15 0
Cow and calf skins ditto 0 7/, 6
Horse hides, called Cordovanni ditto 0l 10
Sheep kins ditto 0/ 0 6
Small bullock skins ditto 0| 3/ 8
Goat skins ditto 0| 0| 2
Rabbit skins, the two skins, 0/ 0| 2
Fox skins each 0/ 0

Skins of wild beasts ditto lj
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TABLES,

SHEWING THE DUTIES UPON SUNDRY GOODS ON

WHEAT.

EXPORTATION.

BARLEY.

MAIZE.

Per Sterel-(Additional
lo,King's king's Du-

‘per  staret-

Additionar
lo,King's King's Du-

Per Starel- Additional
lo,King'sKing's Da-

Duty. ty. Duty. Ity. Duty  Ity.
114 038/0164 026014820 26
COMMON FLOUR. |1 BISCUIT. MACAROONS.

Per Ccnta-1 idditiunal

[Per Canta-i Additional

Per Canta| Additional

rajKiug'skting's Du-| raKing'slkkmg'sDu-| raKing's Kind's Du-
Duty. Ity. Duty. |ty. Duty ty
0210 000 2231026|016 02 6
160 2 6
SALT PROVISIONS OP
PINE FLOUR. PULSE. 37 ALL KINDS.

Per Canta-jAddjtional
ra,King's King's Du-
Buty. Ity.

1110 0 2 6

Per Starcl-l Additional
l0,King's King's Du-
Duty. ™ |ty.

0148 026

Per Canta-| Additional
ra,King's King's Du-
Duty. ty.

126026

12
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TABLES,
SHEWING THE DUTIES UPON SUNDRY ARTICLES ON
EXPORTATION.
?
MINE. | STARCH. VINEGAR.
Per Quartern®,]  Additional King sDuty, |King's Duty, per
Kiug's Duty. | King's Duty. per Cantara. 100 Quartierre.
0 121 6 2 0] 0 0 12 6 0| 12| 6
\%
BRANDY. [WAXANDTAL- |RoN ORE. |J  LEAD.
LOW CANDLES.
King's Duty, King's Duty, King's Duty, |l King's Duty,
per Cantara. per Cantara per Cantara. per Cantara,
0llope| 012 6| 40/ 0 250
LEAD ORE. J HORSES. BARILLA.
King'a Duty, I| King's Duty, King's Duty, [per Cantara.
per Cantara’\] on each. fine. Burdiua.
710 |0 |5|12]°|0 1018 |0 5|8
MARES BULLOCKS. |i  CALVES. SHEEP.
King's D uty, King's Duty, Kiug'sDuly, Kiug's Duty,
oneech oneach. oneach. On caph.
2
11, 4/0J 2120 0]o | 1 0| 710
ASES
King's Duty,
on each
o [2/0
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SICILY.

From the richness of the soil and its
central situation, no island whatever can
be better situated for commerce. The
climate is very good, and generally es
teemed as very healthy; and provided
it were inhabited by an industrious peo-
ple, there can be no doubt but that it
would soon become a place of the great-
est consequence.

In its present degraded state, occa-
sioned by a weak government, it is one
of the poorest and most wretched places
in Europe; all nature's bounties seem
to, be thrown away upon it. There is
more, wretchedness and poverty in the
two Sicilies, than all the rest of Eurone.

lu the large cities it.is not an uncom-
mon thing to see poor people die in the
streets, for want of bread: it may be
£ruly said, that in the midst of plenty,
the poor are starving.
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The princes and nobility, who hold
large tracts of land, are generally in
want of money, and the peasantry under
them the most miserable wretches in the
world. The nobility, instead of improv-
ing their estates, are generally in arrears.
Their time is wasted in balls, masque-
rades, and such like dissipation ; and
when they want to raise money, will
often dispose of the produce of their
estates a twelvemonth before it can
be delivered; in consequence, they must
submit to a certain loss of 30 or 40 per
cent. The merchants, who are enabled
to keep a little cash in hand, have fre-
quently very favourable opportunities
of making advantageous contracts; par-
ticularly in Palermo, the capital, where
the principal nobility usually reside: at
the time of making the contract, the
merchant pays one-third part in cash,
and the remaining two-thirds on the de-
livery of the goods.
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BARILLA.

Contracts for barilla are usually made
in May, to be delivered in August; the
price is from 50 to 65 terri per cantar;
if shipped immediately after burning, it
will gain in weight from 5 to 8 per cent.
The barilla is divided into three classes,
viz. Toka, Tokata, and Pulvere. The
first is the prime part of the barilla, in
very large pieces or lumps, frequently
weighing two or three hundred weight
each. The Toka from Sicily is mostly
shipped in bulk, as mats in Sicily are
very expensive. The Tokata is in small
pieces, about the size of a man's fist.
There is very little difference in the qua-
lity between the Toka and Tokata, only
the latter being small, is more liable to
waste.  This is generally shipped in
bulk, on account of the great scarcity
of packages, particularly on the south
coast, where the ships usually load. The
Tulvcre is composed of the smallest pie-
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ces of barilla and dust; and the Sicilians
sweep up every thing near it that has
the colour of barilla, to mix with it; and
if shipped without being put in casks or
mats, it is almost sure to be lost; the
least damp in the ship soon dissolves the
nitrous particles, and it loses its strength;
it is then of very little use, not even
worth the heavy duty that is laid upon
it. Therefore, in making barilla con-
tracts, particular care should be taken
to have as little Tokata and Pulvere as
possible. The Sicilians, in their con-
tracts, usually divide the barillainto four
parts, to deliver two-fourthsin Toka, one
fourthin Tokata, and one-fourth in Pul-
vere; and provided they have a large
quantity of small barilla on hand, they
will endeavour to make their contract
to be delivered in three equal propor-
tions; but this should be always carefully
avoided; it will never answer the pur-
pose of an English merchant; he ti&d
much better* pay a few terri per can far
more, than have any proportion of the
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Pulvere, The island of Lustica, ten
leagues north from Palermo, produced
annually about seven thousand cantar of
good barilla; having, in general, a Tery
small propé6rtion of either Tokata or Pui-
vere ariiongst it. A late contract for the
produce of the Whole island Was sixty-
five terri per cantar, to be delivered Ki
Palermo.

The estimation of the barilla made
in the diflfefent parts of Sicily, is as
follows:

The first and'most esteemed barilla is
made in the islandofL ustica.
Then Catania
Then'Marsia
‘Then Trapaui
Then Locati
Then Locatetle
And lastly, 'Tefra Nova,
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BRIMSTONE.

Contracts for brimstone are generally
made in the month of April, to be deli-
vered in September following: the price
is usually from twelve to fifteen terri per
cantar, free on board, to be delivered
on the coast The hiring of coasting
vesds to bring round the ships cargoes,
Is always a \ery heavy charge in Sicily;
and where the major part of a ship's cargo
can be loaded on the coast, it is much
better to send the ships round, where it
can be done with safety.

The brimstone most esteemed in the
Englishmarketisloaded at Siciliana, Fal -
conera, Luarte, and Palma; thelast place
has generally the preference; yet thereis
a great deal of very ordinary brimstone
sometimes shipped from all those places;
it is usually cast into large cakes; they
mostly look well on the top of the cake;
but particular care should be taken to
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examine the bottom of the cake, where
there w'll be very often found streaks of
greyish sandy particles, which settle to-
wards the bottom of the cake, when the
biimstoneis in aliquid state.

When these greyish streaks run large,
the cakes containing them should be
thrown aside, and not permitted to pass
through the scale. It is always custo-
mary to purchase the cargoes by sample.
The confidential agent on the part of the
purchaser, who attends the scale, should
always have the original sample near
him for his government. Brimstone is
usually shipped in large cakes, and it
would be always much better to keep it
in that state. On the southern coast of
Sicily, when the weather is favourable,
they will load the largest ship in a few
days. They carry it off to the ship in
the country boats, as fast as it can be
passed through the scale.  The hurry
and bustle is then very great, particu-
larly on board the ship. They discharge
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the boat as fast as possible, taking the
brimstone Upon deck. The sailors then
throw it down into the ship'shold, where
it is often brokein to agreat naany pieces;
the Sicilians .will aso break a great
deal in loading their boats. This mode
of doing business is aways attended with
great loss, both to the ship and mer-
chant; it may be easily avoided. The
Sicilian workmen will aways ak for a
regala, thatis, a present for their exer-
tion and attention; and if it is mentioned
to them at the time they receive their
legala, to break as few cakes as possible,
they will be very attentive; and when
the brimstone is upon the ship's decks,
it can beno very difficult task to lower
itdown into the ship's hold by atackle,
either in baskets or tubs. The work
may be done equally asfast. When the
brimstone is much broke, and a great
deal of dust, it falls do\yn amongst the
dunnage: in some cargoes a great many
tons are thus wasted,, not bping worth
the duty charged uponit.
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ON THE ECONOMY OF LOADING A SHIP
WITH HEAVY GOODS TOR A FOREIGN
VOYAGE.

In Shipping brimstone, barilla, and
all other heavy cargoes, thereis one very
material point which should be always
carefully attended to ; that is, the man-
ner of stowing the ship's cargo, which is
sometimes shamefully neglected. The
ship is then very uneasy at sea, when the
Wear and tear in the sails, and in her stand-
ing and running rigging, arealmost incre-
dible, and very often endanger the ship
and all her crew. To avoid all these
misfortunes and expences, it will be ne~,
cessay to raise the cargo with that sort
pf duntiage that will not give way. It
Inay”e taketi for a general rule amongst
all sorts of shipping, the higher the centre
of gravity is raised, the™*hip will be easier
inullher mxitions at sea.

This great and general principle, in
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which all shipping are very materially
interested, is not so universally under-
stood nor practised as it ought to be.
The most material part will be to point
out the most advantageous method of
Stowing so large a proportion of a ship's
hold as may be necessary for the dun-
nage of these heavy cargoes. The pre-
sent custom is to cut a large quantity of
brushwood and faggots, and spread them
in the ship's hold, which soon fills up
alarge space: the brimstone is then laid
upon it, and as the weight increases, it
Is pressed down the more, till it sinks
lower than could be at first imagined.
"When the cargo is on board, itistoo late
to be altered, and the ship will be very
uneasy at sea and it is not an uncom-
mon thing for a ship to return into port
to take out a great deal of her cargo,
before she can proceed upon her voyage.
There are many instances where the
ship's dunnage for a cargo of barilla or
brimstone has not been properly attended
to, that after loading upon the coadt, the
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ship has been so very burtnensome to Her-
sdf, that they have even found the greatest
difficulty togetinto port. By thissort of
dunnage the most experienced masters
of ships are often deceived, besdes by
the ship's returning into port to take out
part of her cargo, they lose a great deal
of freight, and are put to an immense
cxpence, which might all have been
avoided, had the cargo been properly
stowed, and the ship might have carried it
with the greatest ease. In Palermo,
Messina, apd all the principal ports,
there are generaly plenty of good oak
pipe-staves to be purchased very reason-
ably; they will aways allow a hand-
some freight to the ships, and are always
in demand in England: dunnage of
thiskind cannot shrink much, and itwill
aways keep the ship's hold clean. By
dunnaging the ship with brushwood,
the leaves soon decay through the damp-
ness of the ship, and rot the ship's ciel-
ing; and the small particles of barilla
dr brimstone, falling down amongst it,
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aregenerally lost; the barilla is lost in*
evitably.

Should there be any want oi'oa” aaxies,
Tphich is not very probable, there is
always plenty of wood, which at first
costs but very little, and \s of some usein
this country, Coyk-wood is aways in
great abundance, and would be very use-
ful amongst our turners and block-makers.

In shipping cargoes of brimstone, ba-
rilla, and other articles upon tjie coast,
there should always be a peison on the
part of the ship, to attend the scdes, &c.
-whoiswell acquainted with thelanguage,
which, if properly attended to, including
loss and w,aste, the ship will deliver in
England—

Oneionfor every 13 Sicilian can tar.

The exports from Sicily, exclusive of
-the articles already mentioned, are

Silk Brandy
Wine Tarter



Raisins

Figs

Currants

Sw et almond

Bitter aimonds

Small nuts

Pistacheos

Lemons

Oranges

Lemonjuic?

Essence of lemon

Essence of berga-
mot

Marble

Salt

Soap

Manna

Canthari™es

Importsinto Sicily.

Baccaleo

Tinned bullocks'
hides

Shumac
Liquorice pasie
Linseed

Linseed aH
Olive oil
Locusts

Bags

Goat and kid skins
Rabbit skins
Rabbit wool
Anchovies
Tunny fish
Wheat

Barley

Beans
Kidney-beans
Callavances
Argpjs, &c. &c.

Tanned calf skins
Tininsheatsand
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Bar iron

Plateiron

Lead in pigs and
sheets

Pepper

Pimento

Spices of all sorts

Sugars of all sortsj

Indigo

Cochineal

Herrings

Dye woods of all

0rts J

Pilchards
Manchester goods
Hardware
Earthen*ware
Copper

Coffee

Cocoa

Pitch and tar

Silk and cotton hose
Rum

Alum

Copperas

[rish linens,

The imports into the island of Sicily are
very considerable; they have very few
manufactories of their own, and they must,
In consequence, import very largely, par-
ticularly wearing apparel, and the con-
sumption of some articlesisvery great;
there is one very great advantage to the
merchant, he is sure to get return car-
goes for any number of shipping, and he
may frequently barter his goods for his
ship's return cargoes, to advantage.
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THE CUStOM-HOUSB.

AH merchandise of every denomination
are indiscriminately landed at the custom-
house, where there are proper warehouses
to receive them; and they may remain
there one whole year without paying any
duty. Should the proprietor find it his
interest to change the market within the
year, heis at liberty to do it, and isonly
liableto pay a small passve duty; but,
upon the expiration of the year, one-third
of the tarif must be paid, and at the end
of two years, two-thirds, and when the
merchandise has remained in the custom-
house three whole years, the whole of the
Tarif must be paid.

MONEY OP SICILY.

20 Grains make 1 Terri
12 Terri 1 Scudi
30 Terri 1 Ounca

K 2
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Accounts are kept in ounces, terris, and
grains; thehard Spanish dollar is current
for 12 terri 12grs.

AXMONDS

Are gathered in the rftontfts of July
arid Atrgtfst, and they begin to shipthem
in October. They have both svest and
bitter almonds; the price of the swedt is
generdly from sx to seven ounces per
cantar free on board; the bitter dmonds
are about 10 per cent, less price. The
best are gathered at Avela, the next in
quality at Fusarahaco, Aragoni, and Gir-
gentk

MANNA
|s gathered and shipped in the months

of August and September. The best in
quality, as well in flakes as sorts, are
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those of Geraclu. Jhe produce of Ca
paci are very good, particularly in flakes.
Manna, the growth of Gerachi, is usually
sold by the pound; and manna, the
growth pf Capaci, is always pold by the
rotolo. A few cases of mannathat is first
gathered wiH always sell for a good ppge
in Leghprn-

fcINSJEED OIL.

Great quantities of linseed oil is made
in Sicily. That made at Pattineo, Fu-
sia, and Cephaleo, are all remarkable fine
oils, of a beautiful straw colour. Those
linseed oils that are made in the neigh-
bourhood of Melazzo, gxe in much greater
.abijndance, but of very inferior quality ;
great quantities are frequently shipped
for Marseilles, for the soap manufac-
tories.
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DRIED FIGS.

Figs grow in great abundance all over
Italy; the best dried figs are to be had
in* the neighbourhood of Messina and
Calabria: they are gathered and driedin
the month of August, and are usually
shipped either in barrels or baskets.

The price is generally from 45 to 60
terri per cantar, free on board.

SMALL NUTS

Are gathered in August and Septem-
ber ; the best are the growth of Strava-
gunta, Franca Vella, and Castigliani;
they are sold by the salm of sixteen tu-
mel oes.

The price is generally from 90 to 100
terri per salm.
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LEMONS AND ORANGES.

These grow in great abundance in
every part; they gather and ship them in
the months of November, December
and January, for Triest, Hambro\ and the
Baltic; they are generally packed in
chests, containing four hundred and
eight lemons and oranges. The shippers
will guarantee them to keep good and
sound for six months. Each lemon or
orange is separately rolled in paper; the
usual price, free on board, including chest
and all expences, is from 12 to 15 terri
per chest. Messina and Palermo are
the best ports to ship lemons and oranges
from.

LIQUORICE PASTE.

Thisis made in many parts of Sicily;
the best is made in Calabria, but
skipped at Messing; it is usually uiade
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in the months of April and Maj, and
shipped at all seasons; itis®wajs pack-
ed in chests;, the smallest, hardest, and
most kittletollsarethe best; the price

froth eight to ten ounces per cantar
free on board, including chests aiad all
exprences

SHUMAC

Is gathed the months of July and
August; the best Quality of Shunaec isthe
growth of Casatfelamare, whichis uisually
shipped off at Palermo, which is the best
port toload a cargo at. Itissold by the
salm of 280 mtofo, three bags to each
salm; the usual price is from three to
three and a half ounces per salm, includ-
ing bags and all expences, each bag
should weigh 162lbs. nett, English weight.

It is custoiiiary for ships, whichload
brimstone tipon the coast, to return to
Palermo to fill up with bags of shumac.
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Shamac is frequently shipped from
Calabria, and several ports ia Spain; but
the shumac of Sicily, and particularly
that of Castelamare, has always had the
preference.

CAmnHAHIBES.

These insedts ate collected in the
months of April and May,, and are usu-
ally shipped dff m 'boxes. The whole
-produce of the island of JSicily is dis-
posed of in one contract The price
has lately fluctuated very much, from
50 to 80 ounces per esadtaf. The major
part of the Canthaudes are sent into the
Baltic.

SMALL DRIED ORANGES.

These "ae gathered in the months of
July and August; they are packed and
shipped ,off in casks; the priceis froqi
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70 to 80 terri per cantar, free on board,
including casks and all expences.

ESSENCE OF LEMON AND BERGAMOT.

These essences are made in the months
of November, December, and January,
at the time of shipping oranges and
lemons ; when alemon hasreceived any
injury, and not fit to be shipped, it is
made into essence and lemon juice.
These essences are always put into cop-
per vessds, well secured at top, gene-
rally soldered: the price is from seven to
ten terri per pound. Messinais the best
port to ship them at.

ANCHOVIES

Are caught in the months of June,
July, and August, principally in the
bay of Palermo, Termini, and the
other bays in that neighbourhood. Tnqy
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aie generally packed ih barrels, with the
top head lobse, near a can tar in each bar
rel: they are shipped in large quantities
to Leghorn, where they are mixed and
packed in small kegs, with the Gorgona
anchovies. They are also shipped in
great quantities to the coast of Spain.
We cannot conceive why the Gorgona
anchovy should always have the prefe-
rence: it must depend upon the manner
of curing them* The Sicily anchovies
are certainly the finer fish to eat when
fresh. The priee is usually from three
to four ounces per can tar, free on board,
including casks and all expences* Great
care should be taken to have them al-
ways covered with pickle,

CORAL.

The coral fishery is carried on with
great success on the western coast of
Sicily and the islands near it- Thevalue
ef it is not easily determined, entirely
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depending upon the gmkty and $md
some of it is worth more than ten gui-
aess an ounce, and others not ten pence
per pound. The greatest partis taken
to Leghorn, and from whence all over
Europe,

AMBER.

Tiiisisfoundinconsiderablequantities
on the southern and eastern coasts of
Sicily: the largest and the best is found
near Catania: it is generally carried to
Messina and Palermo, where it is manu-
featured into beads, &c. The price
dependsentirely upon the quality.. Onp
necklace of amber is often worth twenty
guineas; at the same time another neck-
lace is not worth so many pence.

There is no part of the world where
amber is found in such large quantities
as the coadts of Sicily; itfindsits way
-to every market in Europe, Africa, and
the Bast Indies. Large quantities of



141

amber are carried from Liverpool to the
coast of Guinea.

GOAT AND OTHER SKINS.

Great quantities of goat, kid, and
lamb skins are exported to England
and Germany. The rabbit skins are
usually sent to Lyons, for the hat ma-
nufactory. The price is about ten per
cent, dearer than the Sardhiian skins; it
requires great care to pack them for a
long voyage; whether they are packed
in cases or casks, the seams should be
well payed with pitch, which will pre-
vent the air from entering, and aso keep
in the smell of any strong perfume,
which is usually put amongst them, to
prevent the worm.

LINEN RAGS.

It is amost incredible the immense
quantitv of linen rags that k annually
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shipped from Messina and Paermo*
The greatest part is sent to Genoa and
Leghorn, and part to England, The
priceis from 35 to 40 terri per cantar.

SOAP.

The white soap made near Palermo*
on the road to Monte Real, is of are-
markable good quality; it is made into
cakes, and usually shipped in chedts.
The price, including chests, and.all ex-
pences free on board, is 150 terri per can-
tar, or 17 grains per English pound.

Mottled sogp made at Melasso, near
Messina, in imitation of Leghorn soap,
made on purpose for the American
market, is to be had in any quantity by
entering into a contract, and giving suf-
ficient time to make it. This soap is
always put into boxes containing 28
pounds nett English weight; it is taken
by American ships chiefly to the southr
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em states, and from thence is sent by
the Americans over all the West India

islands.

This article done is one of the most
profitable branches of the American
Mediterranean trade- They sdl it in
the West Indies for more than three
times the first cost, and it is aways iu
demand. The price at Melazzo, to be
delivered either at Palermo or Messina,
including boxes, and all charges free on
board, is from six to six and an half
ounces per cantar: on making the con-
tract it will be adviseable to get a box
for a sample.

GRAIN.

The richest, and sometimes the most
abundant product of Sicily isgraininge-
neral, all of whichareusually excellentin
their kind, and particularly wheat, the
growth of Termini, Girgenti,and Lacerta.
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Barley, beam, inchan own Erench
beans, lentils wild pesse, lupins, &c. &c.
are usually shipped off near the places
of their growth, when the ports are open
for the exportation of grain. Tho price
is always according to the abundance of
tbecrops. Thewheat and bearley are ge-
nerally sent to Genoaand L eghorn; and
dgme cargoes are sentto Lisbon. Beans,
pease, and roost kinds of pulse, are
shipped off for Minorca, Majorca, and
the coast of Spain, and sometimes a few
cargoes of wheat.

WINE.

This is a most comprehensive article
in the island of Sicily, and is almost
beyond calculation, every mountain
and every valley throughout the island
producing wines of a different quality
and flavour; it will therefore be impose
sible to enumerate one-fiftieth part of
theditferent winesthat aremadeonsicilya
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The red wine made at the Fdro of
Messina is the most agreeable to an
Englishman's taste, in preference to all
the other red wines; it is a fuH-bodied,
strong, rough wine; when new, it isra
ther sweet, but that goesoff by keeping?
it will bear the sea much better than
any other red wine in the island. Thus
red wine of Melazzo is in much greater
abundance than that of Faro; the qua-
lity very inferior* There are annually
more cargoes of red wine shipped frorrt
Melazzo, than any other port in the
island. The Syracuse and Mount Mtna,
white wines are very rich, but not fit to
be drank, except in very small quan-
tities. The Muscatel, the white and red
Lipari, and M&hrazia, are all rich wines
one small glass is sufficient at a time.

MARSALA WINE.

This is what is usually called a dry
jnountam wine, and more suitable to aa
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Englishman's teste than any other wine
made in the Mediterranean; and it is
daily rising into repute, and there is lit-
tle doubt but that it will be equadly es
teemed with the Madeira wine, to which
it has avery similar flavour: and when
the Marsala has attained the age of six
or saven years, it cannot be distinguish-
ed from the best old Madeirawine.

Thiswine isthe growth of the moun-
tains on the western part of Sicily, be-
hind Marsala and the neighbourhood of
TrapanL

Messs. John and William Wood-
house, the manufacturers of the Marsala
wine, have erected an extensve factory,
about a mile distance from the city of
Marsala. This factory is very large,
and frequently contains three thousand
pipes of wine, besdes room for daves,
various utenslls, and about twenty
coopers, employed in making the casks
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within the factory: besides the dwelling-
houses, there isadistillery, forges, &c.

The Marsala wine has often been
Toufid of great service id the sick on
board the Brtish fleet in the Mediterra-
nean®; the fleet having frequently takep
five hundred pipes. -

The greatest mart for this wine at
present, is to the southern states of
North Athericaj severd ships Cargoes
ate sent annually. A great dealbf it ik
drank in America, but the thajor part is
again shipped off and carried by the
Americans to the West Indies, where it
is sold for Madeira; and after two voy-
ages at seq, it isnot readily distinguished
from real Madeira; it has dso the same
properties; the hotter the climate the
better it is for the wine, time aways
improves it, and it may be kept in any
climate for many years, without the least
risk of spoiling.

L2
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CONTRACTS.

All purchasss and shipments from the
idand of Saly, are usually done by con-
tract, where it mugs be always under-
dood to befree on board; that is, the
duties and every expence attending the
shipping and packages to be paid for by
the Hler. Thenatives of Scily have a
peculiar pivilegein preferenceto. aliens,
both in importsand exports; alienspay
about five per cent more than a native.
Major part of the produce of Sicily pay*
a duty on exportation; thereforeall en-
triesinwardsand outwardsat the cusom-
house should be madein the name of a
native.
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MESSINA,

Thisisthe best pbrt in Sicily for an
asorted eargo of merchandise; beddes a
lar ge proportion of the various produce of
Sicily, thereis generally a great variety
of goods, the produce of the Morea and
theL evant

The Greeks who are subjects of th6
Grand Signior, arenot permitted totrade
farther west than Tunis, Malta, and
Messna. Thereisat present atreaty be-
tween the Grand Signior and the Dey of
Algiers, that whenever the Algerine cruis-
ers capture any ships belonging to the
Greeks, subjects of the Grand Signiof,
to the westward of the above mentioned
ports, they are deemed good prizes, and
the crews sent into davery.

TheGreeksbringtoMessing, currants,
cdtton, carpets, slks, drugs figs, rosn,
timber, gums, and a great variety of other
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merchandise, the produce of the More*
and the Levant.

Messina is by far the best port in Sici-
ly for trade; its situation is superior to
any other port in the Mediterranean for
general trade; it has alsp very good ac-
commodation for shipping; the only fault
it has, is having too nmch water, there is
from 20 to 25 fathom all over the har-
bour. Every master of a ship should be
careful how he moors his ship, parties
larly in the winter; he should have two
good anchors out in the stream, and two
good strong hawsers, made fast to moor-
ings on shore ; wehave known instances
pf ships being nearly lost here, on account
of their being carelessly moored; there
are frequently very strong gusts of wind
from the hills behind the city, which are
sometimes 30 violent, as to cause the
ships to break their moorings on shore,
and if they are ngt well mopred in the
stream, the ship may be lost before there
IS time to get another anchor and cable

readly.
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NAPLES,

The most considerable article for ex-
portation of the produce of the kingdom
of Naples, isthat of oil, generally known
by the name of Galipoli oil; this isthe
produce of the provinces of Puglia and
Calabria Ultra; the oils of Pugliaare
the best, and are always preferred by the
woollen manufacturers. They are bought
by the salm, containing 10 stara of 32
pignatelli. The salm is equal to five and
ahalf barrels of 851b, Leghornweight and
measure ; and five and a half salm make
the ton of oil. A gallon of this oil
weighs seven pounds and a half, equal to
liicwt 3qgrs, 61b. per ton, of 236 gallons.

There are two methods of procuring
cargoes of Galipoli oil, the oneis by en-
tering into contract for the oils only; this
usually obliges the purchaser to make
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good Ins payment for the oil, in about a
week after the agreement is signed; the
sdlers, in return, arc obliged to deliver
the oil into the cisterns, and the purchaser
paysall charges of duties, casks, porterage,
and every other expence to put itinto the
ship -, these charges generally amount to
seven or eight ducats per salm, according
to the value, the duties being paid in
proportion to the current price of the oil.

AVhen the contract is made free on
board, the first cost of the oil, and every
other charge attending the shipping, isto
be paid by the seller, except iron hoops,
a small present to the cooper attending,
commission and brokerage; by this me-
thod, the purchaser pays down half at
the time of signing the contract, one-
fourth the week following, and the remain-
ing one-fourth on the receipt of the bills
of lading.

A merchant may sometimes find H
more convenient to purchase his own
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cargoes of oil, at Galipoli, and superintend
the shipping, &c. particularly a mer-
chant who understands the language
and their manner of doing business; in

that case, suppose
Due. Gil,

One salm of oil first costis 13 50

The duty of Baronia that he must
pay will be * . - 6 55
20 5

WOOL.

Puglia wool is much esteemed forits
uniform quality, by the manufacturers of
woollen cloth, both in France and Ger-
many, who give orders, annually, for
more wool than Puglia produces: and
for the following season they endeavour
to make their contracts in March and
April, and the sheep sheering commences
m May, The contracts are usually made
to deliver the quantity contracted for, in
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the following assortments. one half L u-
coli wool, or first quality, which is worth
from one and a half to two carlina per rul-
bo, more than the second or celano wool,
of which they put in one-third to the as-
sortment, and this is usually reckoned to
be worth from one to one and a half carlini
per rulbo, more than thethird quality, of
which they put in one-sixth to complete
the assortment.

SILK*

The silksthat are produced in the king-r
dom of Naples are always in great de-
mand from France and Spain; those of
Reggio and Sambj&ttelli for England
The produce of these provinces and Terra
de Lavona. are known by thosp names,

Thewholepf thesilksare alwaysbought
for ready money. Most merchants prefer
purchasing the raw silks, and reduce them
in frames, by the workmen in Naples
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who will finish them very well, and are
usually paid from four to four and half
carlini per pound, according to the fine-
nessand quality.

ARGOLS,

There arelarge quantities of both whits
and red argols produced in the kingdom
of Naples; they are generally bought for
ready money, one half of each colour as-
sorted ; they are usually shipped in hogs-
heads, and the price according to quality.
from five to seven ducats per cantar, in-
cluding casks, free on board. There are
adso great quantities of argols shipped
from Messina, Melazzo, and Palermo,

STAVES.
Oak and chesnut staves, for pipes and

hogsheads, are provided in great quanti-
ties, in the kingdom of Naples ; they are
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usually bought by the caratte, conssting
of gaves for 100 casks, with heading and
hoops assorted., The hoops are shipped
at Castellamar, about 16 milesfrom Na-
ples, and the oak daves are loaded at
Naples. Theprice, ingeneral, isaccord-
ing to the demand, about 270 ducats per
caratte of 100 pipe gaves, and 150 duc-
ats per hundred, hogshead daves, all oak,
with heading and hoops complete.

They are usually contracted for, free
on board, with all charges, which includes
every expence, except afee to the cooper
who superintends the quality and as
sortment.

WINES.

There are a great variety of wines pro-
duced in the kingdom of Naples; those
of the growth of Pozzoli are shipped in
the greatest quantities: they are bought
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by the carre of two large casks, contain-
ing 12 barels of eeven gdlons each
The price entirely depends on the abun-
dance of the vintage; on an averge, may
be reckoned froto 45 to 55 ducats per
carte of 24 barrels, equal to 264 gallons;
to the first cost may be added from seven
to eight per cent, for charges, besdes
the value of the casks There are a great
variety of other wines; to enumerate the
whole is impossible, each hill or valey
producing a different flavoured wine,
none of which are fit for the English
market.

Besdesthevarious articles, the produce
of the kingdom of Naples kierein enume-
rated, there are ds0 a great many others
not particularly specified asthe produce of
this kingdom, but have been mentioned in
the commerce of Sicily. Thereisbut very
little difference between the imports and
exports of Naples and Sicily, and not
much difference in their manner of doing
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busness. The importation of sat fish
into the kingdom of Naples, is very con-
Sderable, dmost beyond calculation, and
the Neapolitans are not so very parti-
cular, asto the quality, as they are a
Leghorn, and severd other ports in
Italy.



159

WEIGHTS, MEASURES, &c.

OF THE

KINGDOMS OF NAPLES AND SICILY.

MONEY.

The money of Sicily has the same
value with that of Naples, but under
different denominations; the ounce of
Sicily is 30 tari, equal to 30 carlini of
3 ducats of Naples.

The tari of Sicily is 20 grains, equal
to the Naples carlini, of 10 grains; the
scudi of Sicily, of 12 tari, is equal to
the scudi of Naples, of 12 carlini.

WEIGHTS.

The Sicilian cantar of 100 rotola, is
ecjua to 178 Ibs. English weight; each
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totolo weighs 30 ounces, or 22 1bs.; the
Sicilian cantar is about 10 per cent, less
than the cantar of Naples.

The Naples cantar, of 100 rotolo,
each rotolo 33f ounceisequal to 196 Ibs,
English weight. The cantar contains
about 280 Ibs. of 12 ounces, the small
weight of Naples; and the English hun-
dred weight of 112lbs is 57% rotolo,
or 160flbs. the Naples small weight.

MEASURES.

The carre of wine, Naples measure,
meakes 2 butts of 12 barrels each; 1 butt
is about half aton English.

5. Tumuloes of wheet is equal to the English quarter,
1 Carre of Wheat is 36 tumuloes,
1 Canneis 8 pams equal to 2% yards English.
Themeaaures of Sicily are nearly the same as those of
Naples.
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MONEY OF NAPLES

1 Ducat is . . 5 terri.

1 Terri .... 2carlini and 20 grains,
1 Carlini . . 10 grams.

1 Grain . .12 cavaletti.

1 Publici . . 1 grain 6 cavaletti,

1 Scudi . . . 12 carlini.

Pieces of 10 carlini.

Ditto .., 5 carlini, or half ducat*
Ditto... 2, S, and 4 carlini.
Ditto. . . 4, 12, 13, 24, 26 grains,

The Tornese of 6 cavaletti.
Piece of ... s 9 cavaletti.
Ditto of . . » . Stornee or 2Y%. grains,

Accounts are kept in ducats
grains.

100 Grain* make 1 ducat

an4d



NAPLES GITES UNCURTAIN TO RECEITE CERTAIN U3AWCE

50 Grains moreor less 1Florin, Banco Amsterdam 2 months date.
84 Grains—————X Dollar old Plata, Cadiz, or Madrid 3 months date.
114 Ducats——« |CO ditto of eight reals, Leghorn 20 days date.
42 Grains———— 1 Marc, Banco"Hamburg 75 days date.
23 Grains——— 1 Li\reTournois, Paris, Lyons, and Marseilles 60 dajs date.
120 Ducats —— 100 Scudi, of 12 terri, Messinaand Palermo 22 days sight.
116 Ducats——— 100 Ducat*, Bau™o in Venice 15 days after acceptance.
120 Ducats—— 100 Scudi, of 10 guilios in Rome 22 days sight.
59 Grains————— 1 Florin, current in Vienna 50 days date.
89 Ducats——— 100 Ducats in reals, Bari and Lucca 15 days sight.

1 Ducat, Reguio 108 Sols, Genoa, more or les

1 Ditto ditto 44 Pence, London,

1 Ditto ditto 650 Rees, Lisbon,

EXCHANGES.

The Exchange between Sicily and England is usually from 41 to 52 terri per pound sterling.
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INVOICE FROM NAPLES TO ENGLAND.

Invoices of sundry articles contracted
for at Naples, and sold by the weights of
Sicily, of which 1 cantar is 100 rotolo or
2501bs. equal to 178 English: thecantar
of Sicily being ten per cent, less than
that of Naples. This has been the usual
mode of doing business, on account of
the great number of shipping unloading
at Naples, which is always to the pre-
judice of the English merchant.

Due. Grs.
20 Half boxes of Gerachi manna, in 1 1173

sorts ,weighing 5100 Ibs. 23 grs.
Shipping charges

.................. 150 O
1323 O
Brokerage and commission, 2% per cent. - - 33 0
Due. 1356 O

Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat £175 3 0

20 Half boxes of Capaci manna, in "]

flakes, weighing nett 3340 rotolo, | 1870 40
at 5G grains per rotolo . . . . .

Sundry shipping charges . . .. . ... ..., 100 O

Brokerage and commission 2% per eent. 50 76
Due. 2081 16

Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat ._  £268 16 3

M 2
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Duc. Grs.
12 Casks of linseed 0il, containing 43 can-
tars at 15 due per cantar. . ....... J
Qundry shippingcharges . ... ........... 0 0

Brokerageand commisson, 2| per cent. . . . . 16 77

Exchangeat 31d. gerling per ducat. . . . . £89 7

Due. Get
1350 Cantars of Lipari currants at 81 IQQQQ Q
due per caatar ... ..
Sundry shipping charges . . ... ........ 1610 O
12410 0O
Brokerage and commisson, 2%per cent.. 310 25
Due. 12720 25
Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducet. . . . . £1643 0
Due Grt.
100 Barrdsof Lipari raisns weghing 87
cantars, at 6due 5grs. per cantars....
Qundry shippingcharges . ........ . ... .70 0
635 50
Brokerageand commisson, 2| per cent. . . . . 15 83
Due. 651 38
Exchange at 3Id. gerling per ducat. . . . . . £84 2

£

N. B. Currantsand raisins the produce of Lipari, areusu
ally put on board a ship at Messing, beng generally carried
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there in their own coasting vessels. The casksareaways
included in the weight of the currants and raisins, and paid
for after the same rate, the same as is usually donein
the Mores with the currants ; in conseguence the coopers
make the casks, particularly for currants, of very heavy
wood, the casks generally weighing more than double the
weight that is necessary, though it requires considerable
strength, to bear the pressure of packing, and the weight
of the currants.

Due. Grs.
200Sftcks of small nuts, containing 100
sams at 11 due. 75 grs. per salm
Sundry shipping charges . . ............. 150 0
1325 0
Brokerageand commisson. . . . .. .. 33 0O
Due. 1358 0
Exchangeat 31d. sterling per ducat...... £175 B 2

Due. Grs.
262 Bags of Alcamo shnmac, 872 salms at
LRduepasdra . .........J.....
Sundry shipping charges............... 1048 0

1178 O
Brokerage and commission, 2% per cent. .. 29 45

Due. 1207 45

Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat—£155 19 2
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Due. Grs.
3000 Saimsof Trapani salt, at 1 due. 50 grs.
per salm B
Sundry shipping charges . . . ............ 120 O
4620 O
Brokerage and commission, 2% per cent. .- 115 50
Due. 4735 50
Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat. . . . . . £611 3 4
Due. Grs.
400 Cheds of sweet oranges, containing
each 408, at 1 due. 60grs.per chest..
Sundry shipping charges . . ... .......... 100 O
740 O
Brokerage and commission, 2% per cent..... 1925
Due. 759 25
Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat. . . . . /98 1 4
Due. Grs.
590 Chests of lemons, containing each 408,
at 1due. 70grs.perchest. . ........
Sundry shipping charges . . . ............ 147 0
1150 O
Brokerage and commission, 2£ per cent. 28 75
Due. 1178 75

Exchange at 31 d. sterling per ducat ..... £15251
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Due. Grs.
500 Barrels of Sicily anchovies, weighir]) 6400 O

400 can tars, at 16 due. per cantar

Sundry shipping charges . .. .. . .. ... 130
- 6530

Brokerage and commission, 2% percent. .. 163
6693

Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat . . . . . £86 4

0

0
0

0

10

The casks containing the anchovies arc always in.
eluded in the weight of the fish, and paid for the same as

the fish.

N. B. The above, as-well as all the foregoing pro forma
invoices, are supposed to be contracted lor at Naples,
with the merchants there, and the ships usually proceed
to some of the principal portsin Sicily, to take on board
their cargoes, the merchandise will, in conseguence, cost
alittle more than when it is contracted lor with the mer-
chantsin Sicily; thisis for want of amore general corres-
pondenceinSicily. Thereare only two portsin thewhole

island where any British merchants reside.
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PRQ. FORMA
INYOICES OF SUNDRY ARTICLES,
Which are always sold and shipped by the weights of

Naples. 1 Cantar is 100 rotolo, or 2501bs. (small weight)
equal to 1961bs. English weight.

Due. G,
500 Cantars Belvidere or Calabria raisine, 750 0
at 7 due. 5 grs. per cantar ...... P
Sundry shipping charges..o..ccccncen.n. 350 0
4100 O

Brokerage and commission, 2§ per ¢ent. .. 102 50
Duce, 4202 50

Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat ...... £542 16 5

e - Y
Due. Grs,
100 Cantars cream of tartar, at 10 due. per
cantar .o-..aen.oanen bemmensanaan 1000 0
Sundry shipping charges ......... cerenen 0 0
1030 0

Brokerage and commission, 2§ per cent. .... 25 70
Dauc. 1055 70

Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat .____. L1368 7 4
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Salms of Cal > Duc. G,

300 a of Calabria oil, free on board, at

3 duc.'persa.lni....,.-.......-..’.-}gm 0

Sandry small charges.caa.mnenaiiiiancs 12 0
2312 ©

Brokerage and commission, 2§ per cent. .. 232 80
Duc. 9544 80
Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat .... £1232 17 4

E -
c Duc. Grs.
100 Casks of oil-proof brandy, at 130
duc. per cask, free on board -...-. } 13000 ©
Brokerage and commission.. . ..c....- 325 0

Duoc. 13325 ©

Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat ..... £1721 2 11

N.B. 12 Barrels, of 60 caratt to the barrel, make one
cask of brandy, equal to 147 gallons English, or 121 gal.
Yons to the barrel

) Duc, Grs,
100 Casks of Hollands proof brandy, at 19000 0
120 duc. per cask, free on board ..
Brokerage and commission, 2£ per ceat, 300 0

Due. 12300 ©

Exchange at 31d. sterling perducat .... £1588 15 O
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Due. Gre.
15 Boxes of white soap, weighing 20 can. 430 o
far, at 21 duc. per cantar ._...__... .
Bundry shipping charges .. ... .. ........ 10 ¢
430 ©
Brokerage and commission, 2] percent. . 10 75
Duc, 440 75

Exchange at 31d. sterling per ducat ...... £56 18 7
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THE MOREA

That part of the produce of the Morca
properly adapted for the English market,
is very considerable, both in bulk and
value; on this account the commerce of
the Morea will be always a very desir-
able object. The merchants may pro-
cure cargoes for their ships, according
to their circumstances, and almost at
all seasons, which will be found a
great accommodation to the ship owner.
In all parts of the Morea provisions are
plentiful and cheap, and money of more
value there than in any other part of the
Mediterranean ; in consequence there
is no good market for any considerable
guantity of British goods. Lead and
tin are always in demand, but there is
not consumption for a large quantity
of either at any one port. It will be
found very convenient for the ships
that take cargoes of fish to Venice or
Trieste where there is always a great
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consumption, to take in ballast, and run
down the Gulph of Venice, and load
immediately in the Morea, instead of
lying two or three months in those ports
for a cargo. Yet the shipping will still
labour under some inconvenience, unless
the cargoes are already prepared for
them. There is a very great difficulty
in making a seaman a merchant; and
unless the merchants visit foreign coun-
tries more than they do at present, or
send their sons or confidential servants ta
provide cargoes for their shipping, they
will labour under many disadvantages.
It is not the merchant's interest alone to
visit foreign countries : their own coun-
try is very materially benefited by it.
It certainly can be no difficult matter to
prove, that this country derives more
real benefit from ten respectable Bri-
tish merchants residing in foreign coun-
tries, than it can possibly recelve from
one hundred of the same class remaining
at home. Petrasso, near the mouth of the
Gulph of Lepanto, is avery good port
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to load acargo for England. The har-
bour is not a very safe one, being too
much exposed; but the anchorage is
very good; there is aso an accredited
British consul there, a very respectable
man, a Greek by birth, and educated
in England.

It would be adifficult task for us to
attempt to give a particular description
of the various articles the produce of the
Morea, they being so very numerous;
we shall only briefly mention some of
the more bulky articles which are to be
had in general, in considerable quanti-
ties, and which serve to fill up the ships,
when there is not a sufficient quantity
of more valuable goods.

CURRANTS
Are a considerable article of export

from the Morea; Petrasso is one of the
best ports taship them from. The fruit



174

Is rather larger and more free from Rand
or gravel than the fruit of either Zante
or Corfu. They are shipped in various
sized casks, from twenty hundred weight
down to fifty pounds, for the English
market. They must weigh above five
hundred weight nett, otherwise they are
liable to seizure. The casks are always
included in the weight of the fruit, and
paid for as such- The coopers make
the staves of heavy wood, and double
the strength that is necessary. There are
three times the quantity of currants
shipped from Petrasso than grows upon
the island of Zante. The Morea cur-
rants have the preference in most coun-
tries, except in England, where the Zante
currants arc more merchantable.

The tonnage of currants is very large,
on account of the casks;, and there are
very few ships that arc able to deliver
more freight than their measurement
tonnage.
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New fruit is always in highest esti-
mation, and a ship may easily load new
fruit the beginning of October, and reach
England before Christmas, the season
when currants are most in demand, pro-
vided the ship has not to wait for con-
voy. The first cost of currants in the
Morea is usually about three halfpence
per pound, Englishweight. At Petrasso
they pack a great quantity of currants
in small casks, about 30lbs. nett each;
these are usually the prime fruit, and are
perfectly free from sand or gravel.

Currants being a heavy cargo, are very
convenient to put into the bottom of a
ship; they are always packed very close,
and in consequence are not so liable to

damage as many other articles of mer-
chandise.

YOUNG FUSTIC

Thisis commonly called Zante young
fustic; is agood dye-wood for dying a
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bright yellow : it is chiefly shipped from
Petrasso, as more of it grows in the
Morea than in any other part; it isvery
convenient to stow amongst a dry cask
cargo, where it isstowed to great advan-
tage for the ship, and it may be cut up
into convenient lengths, without injuring
the wood. A common merchant-ship
of two hundred tons register tonnage,
taking on board a dry cask cargo, may
easily stow from twenty to thirty tons
of fustic, without taking up any extra
room. It isfrequently in great demand
in England; the price fluctuates very
much, but it will aways allow a very
handsome freight,

COTTON.

This is a very considerable article of
export from the Morea and the Levant;
even Malta, though avery small island,
produces severa cargoes;, but the in-
habitants being the most industrious
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people in the Mediterranean, spin the ma*
for part into yarn, and export it to Spain
in that state. They reserve a consider-
able quantity, which they manufacture
into various kinds of cloth and hosiery,
For their own consumption. The Levant
cottons are generally of a very inferior
quality, yet they are always in demand
in the English markets. With respect
to the cotton of the Mediterranean, both
merchants and shipping have laboured
under many inconveniences; the cottons
are first put up in avery loose slovenly
manner: to stow a ship to advantage,
they are obliged to raise a very heavy
purchase ; the steeving geer alone, which
IS necessary to load a ship in the present
manner, will fully load two long boats;
by this method of stowing cotton, if the
ship is not very strong, she is very
liable to beruined by it: there are many
instances where a bale of cotton has
been drove through a ship's bows; there
Is dso another very great disadvantage
the shipping at present labours under, by
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the present method of stowing a cargo
of cotton in the Mediterranean; to stow
aship of three hundred tons burthen will
cost near five hundred pounds sterling:
this is certainly a very heavy charge
against a ship, besdes injuring the ship
very materially by scuttling the ship's
decks in severa places. Thisinconve-
nience and heavy charge might be very
easily remedied: the merchants residing
at the principal ports for shipping
cotton might have screws erected to
pack their cotton, similar to those now-
used at Bombay: this would enable a
ship to take nearly double the quantity
of cotton they can stow by the present
mode. The whole expence of screws,
beams, and every other article, would
not exceed the present charge of stowing
Only one ship's cargo. They might haye
them at Petrasso, Salonica, Smyrna, and
some other ports where large quantities
of cotton are usually shipped. There
can be very little doubt but the mer-
chants will soon find it their interest to
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adopt this method of packing cotton:
we are alittle surprised that it has not
yet been attempted. We arewell aware
of the objections that will be made to
such a proposal; we cannot put these
people out of their old way; will a sen-
sible merchant say, that this is sufficient
to prevent an attempt to accomplish so
desirable an object ? We would recom-
mend the merchants to fix the proper
machinery and employ the ships' com-
panies, should the people of the country
be unacquainted with the proper me-
thod, or until they have acquired it. A
ship's company will be able to pack a
cargo in areasonable time. The cotton
will not require half the quantity of
bagging that is at present made use of;
and for thelashings, thereis plenty of flax
imported from Egypt, that will make
cordage proper for that purpose, similar to
theM anillacordage now used at Bombay.
The operation, of packing cotton, as
we have proposed, is certainly the pro-
per work of seamen; the pressure is
N 2
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effected by heaving with capstand bars,
thesame as on board aship, and to sew up
the bales with a palm and needle, which
every good seaman understands perfectly;
lashing the cords is aso the work of sea
men, and no peoplewhatever understand
it better. There is another objection,
which will be made by some people to
this plan of packing cotton, that by pres-
sing such alarge quantity of cotton into
so small acompass, the very heavy pres-
sure will break the staple of the cotton
and injure it We are of opinion that
this sort of cotton would not receive the
least damage by close packing, more
than the Surat cottons, as they are now
packed at Bombay; and when packed,
as we have described, would not be so
liable to waste or damage, to avoid which
should always be the primary considera-
tion with merchants,

We have no doubt when this method
Is thoroughly investigated and under-
stood, that it will soon be adopted, as
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so much good may be derived fromit;
both ship and merchant will be very
materially benefited by it. The freight
will be considerably lower, as a ship
will be able to stow almost double tho
quantity of cotton without her decks
hogged, and the whole ship strained,
which is aways the case by tho present
method. Should the plan we have pro-
posed be adopted, it will be as easy to
stow a ship with cotton, as with cases or
trunks; the baes may be made near a
perfect square, and of the sze that is
found most convenient.

OLIVE OIL

Is made in considerable quantities in
some parts of the Morea and the Archi-
pelago : in general it may be shipped from
thenceat amuch lower ratethanfrom I taly
or Sicily, andisof atolerable good quality.
At Modona, near the island Sapientia,
there is a very convenient harbour for
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shipping, and a ship will very seldom be
disappointed in procuring afull cargo of
good olive oil, nearly of the same quality
as Galipoli: in general it may be pur-
chased free on board injars, at twenty-
five pounds sterling per ton, A ship tak-
ing on board a cargo of oil at Modona,
for England, should always carry the
casks with her: good oil casks are very
seldom to be procured in the Morea in
any considerable quantities.

There is a great deal of oil, of a supe-
rior quality, made in the island of Can-
dia; but the Turkish government usually
reserve the produce of that island for the
supply of Constantinople. In most of the
ports in the Moreaand the Greek islands,
oil may be procured in large quantities.

VALONIA.

This is a very considerable article of
export from the Morea and the Levant.
It is gathered in aututnn, and shipped
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a; all seesons : it is akind of acorn, and
the more substance there is in the husk
or cup of the acorn, the better; it isof a
bright drab colour, which it will aways
preserve while it is kept dry; any kind
of dampness injures it, as it then turns
black, and the valonia loses both its
strength and value: it is chiefly used by
tanners, and is always in great demand
in England, The first cost is usually
from three pounds ten shillings to five
pounds sterling per ton; though it is a
very bulky article, itisalwaysbought and
sold by weight: a ship can only take a
small proportion of their register tonnage,
in consequence the freight of valonia,
per ton, is aways very high. Thereis
no ship whatever, however flat or full
she may be built, that will be able to
stow near her register tonnage; and the
ship taking valonia should always have
some heavy goods, such as currants or
black fruit, in the bottom of the ship's
hold, to keep her in good sailing trim,
A great deal of care is required to load
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a, ship with valonia to the best advan-
tage; and a stranger, who had never
loaded a ship with this article, would, in
all probability, feel himself at aloss how
to stow it The method usually prac-
tised is to roll large water butts, after
they have taken on board a considerable
quantity, to press it down: this is a
very dangerous plan, as the bungs of
the butts may very easly fly out, and
water entirely spoilsit. We would re-
commend a much easer method, and
less dangerous : this isto employ as many
men as can possibly work to advantage,
with large pieces of wood, similar to
what the paviors make use of, and ram
it well down, all over the ship's hold;
after they have trod it pretty even, this
method will press it down a great dea
more than the water butts, without any
risk of damage; it iscertainly the duty
of every master of a ship particularly to
attend to this point. By taking a good
deal of care in stowing a vesse with va-
lonia, it will frequently make thirty on
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forty tons difference, which is a consi-
derable object to the ship owner. This
is one of the articles we have before
hinted at with which a merchant may
load his ship to advantage, when his
finances are but small, and the ship will
make almost as much freight as when
she has more valuable goods on board.
Petrasso is agood port to load valonia, as
great quantities are collected in that neigh-
bourhood. There are also large quantities
to be had at several of the Mediterra-
nean ports on the continent of Anatolia.
To enumerate and describe very fully
the various produce of the Morea would
of itself make alarge volume; we have
hitherto only particularised the more
bulky articles, and to point out to the
ship owners where cargoes may be ob-
tained to load their ships, either on ship
or merchant's account, rather than detain
a ship in port for several months, waiting
for a freight.

Besides the various articles, the pro-
iiuce of the Morea, we have already men-
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tioned, there are several others, which
sometimes form a large proportion of a
ship's cargo, such as

Dried fruits of variouskinds,

Almopds,

Small nuts,

Gums of various kinds,

Gdls,

And agreat variety of drugs.

We have not treated very considerably
on the trade of the Morea, yet hope we
have mentioned sufficient to convince
every intelligent merchant, that to be ac-
quainted with the trade of the Morea, is
a very desirable object, and adso useful
for .every master of a ship trading to the
M editerranean, to point out where he may
most easily procure a cargo for his ship.

We have hitherto laboured to explain
and point out that part of the Mediterra-
nean trade which we consider may be
made most beneficial to this country, as
well as a considerable part not generally
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known, though open to any one who may
choose to embark in it. We have not
considered it necessary here to describe
the trade of the Levant, the exclusive
right of which belongs to a, privileged
company, and none can enter into that
trade, with any prospect of success, with-
out first being made a member of that
company.

Wi ith respect to the trade of many other
parts of the Mediterranean, which we
have not particularly mentioned, we shall
take a hasty sketch, and point out how far
this country is at present benefited by it.
We shall begin with the Spanish ports on
the northern shore, Malaga, Alicant, Bar-
celona, &c. in all these much good busi-
ness may be done, to the advantage of
the merchant; yet England is generally
a very considerable loser by this trade, on
account of the imports from thence being
far greater than our exports; this is
chiefly owing to the many strict laws,
almost prohibiting theimportation of any
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British manufacture. We have, in con-
sequence, little more than the. sale of a
few fish cargoes, earthen-ware, and a few
staples, to balance against the large impor-
tation of fruits, wine, brandy; wool, barilla,
&c. &c. We shal now endeavour to
point out in what manner this part of the
trade of the Mediterranean may be made
advantageous to this country, which we
trust will appear to every intelligent mer-
chant a most desirable object to accom-
plish. We consider that it may be most
easly affected, by entering into the coast-
ing trade of the Mediterranean with spi-
rit: in all the ports on the Spanish coast
the importation of corn isimmensg, it is
even amost impossible to overstock the
market. A great many merchant -ships,
might be constantly employed in carry-
ing corn from Barbary and many other
parts where it is to be procured in abun-
dance. This trade has always been very
profitable; and the whole of the profits
upon it (the major part being the produce
of the country) would naturally find its
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way to England; by this means a large
proportionof our imports from thence
would be paid for. Thus what at the
present moment impoverishes, might be
turnedtoasourceof wealthtothiscountiy.

This will nearly be the case with re-
spect to our trade to the different ports
in the South of France and the northern
states of Italy, where corn is always in
demand, and the large sums of money
paid for oils, silks, &c. far exceeds the
amount of British goods thereimported.

The port of Leghorn has, for many
years past, enjoyed the greatest part of
the English trade with the Mediterra-
nean, by receiving English merchandise,
and afterwards distributing it to every
other part of the Mediterranean, and re-
ceiving the different products to load the
shipping in return; thusthe British mer-
chants have hitherto been contented to
receive their merchandise through athird
or fpurth hand, which most always en-
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hance the price of the goods. The pro-
duce of Tuscany, properly adapted for
the English market, is but very trifling;
marble and oil are the chief articles;
therefore our connexion with Leghorn
must be always to our disadvantage; and
what still operates against England, the
agio upon gold is seven per cent, and all
bills of exchange are supposed to be paid
in gold.

Civita Vecchia is the only sea-port on
the western shore of the Roman state
where any considerable business is done;
and though it is so very near the capital,
yet the importation of British merchan-
dise is very inconsiderable; the principal
imports by British shipping are a few
cargoes of fish, and chief article of export
for England is linen rags.

Ancona, on the Adriatic, is another
considerable Sea-port in the Roman state,
yet it is seldom visited by British ships.
The chief "article imported by British
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ships is fish; and the exports to England,
are hemp and rags.

Venice is now an Austrian port, but
since the revolution England has not
done much business there: it appears as
if Venetian commerce was on the de
cline, and that of Triest increasing. This
IS owing to the latter port having better
accommodation for shipping, and being
more convenient for transporting mer-
chandise into the interior of Germany.
They are at present making canas be-
tween Vienna and Triest, which commu-
nicate with the Danube ; when these ca-
nals are completed we may reasonably
expect to receive the produce of the inte-
rior of Germany at the port of Triest. The
importation of British goodsinto the port
of Triest is very considerable, besdes an
immense quantity of fish. Any ship
bound from England to that port, may,
in general, fill up with several bulky ar-
ticles, which are always in demand, and
which will aways pay a good freight.
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The consumption of West India produce
IS very considerable; sugars, coffee, rum,
pimento, mahogany, dye-woods, &c. &C.
The exports from Triest to England ae
not very considerable, and sometimes
the ships fill up with the produce of the
Morea and the Levant, taken there by
the Greeks: though the exports from
Triest to the British market are not very
great, yet for the coasting trade of the
Mediterranean they are immense. At
Fieume hemp is to be procured in large
guantities, and spars in abundance,
suitable for any sized ship : spars are in
great plenty down the whole coast of
Istria. The trade up the Gulph of Venice
should be avoided as much as possible
in the months of December and January,
the navigation being then very dan-
gerous ; thegulph is narrow, and the gaes,
of wind are frequent and very violent

PINIS
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ALGIERS isa fertile country, but the Deys pay little
attention to commerce, though great advantages
may be derived therefrom

articles of export from thence -
the Deys are obliged by treaty to supply
Gibraltar with cattle -

articles always in demand in Algiers -

no considerable advantages to be derived
from adirect trade with the Algerines, whilethere
is an embargo on their exports - -

the mei chants always pay in Spanish dollars

Spanish money aways current .

Algerine money -

treaty between the Dey and the Grand Sig-
nior -

Almondsy when gathered, and how sold - -

Anmbe, where found; its uses, its value

Anchovies, when caught and where, how packed, from
whence shipped, and at what prices - -

Ancona, a considerable- part of the Roman state, but
seldom visked by British ships - -

Archipelago,great quantities of olive oil are made there

Afgols, both white and red, are produced in Naples;
they are bought for ready money, one half of each
colour being assorted and shipped in hogsheads

they are dso shipped from Messina, Meiazzo,
and Palermo
their prices
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ib.
ib.
ib.
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132
140

191
181

ib,
ib.
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Armenians, are not to be relied on - -21
have no political authority - - ib.
none can travel among them without a pass-
port . . . . ib.
enjoy most of the trade in Asiatic Turkey,
Arabia, Persia, and the caravan trade - ib.
are piotected by the Tuiks - - ib.
their manners are Oriental; they are submis.
sive, harmless, and inoffensive 22
few reside in Italy or the Morca, and nonein
Barbary . . . . i b
Austrians, the most virtuous people in Europe - 27
Autumn the best seeson for trade in Tunis - 85
Barbary, datesof, have no direct commerce with Great
Biitain - 49
great advantages may be derived from a trade
with them ib.

Barilla, aprofitable import in the Mediterranean trade 36
a particular description of this commodity - 106,107

mode of contracting forit - 108
Beef Tor the navy may be had in great quantities in Sar-
dinia, and very cheap - - - 111
Bergamot, essnce of . Vide Essence
Black Sea, trade of, recommended 35
want of trade, owing to the want of consuls
and agents - - - - - ib.
— profits of this trade incredible 36
Brimstone, time and mode of contracting for it - 122
of the various qualities - - - 123
—haw shipped - - - ib.

Calari Bay, the best place inthe Mediterranean for load-
ing salt - 106
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Canals communicating with the Danube are making be-
tween Viennaand Trieste - - -

Candza, a superior quality ofolive oil is made there

Cantharides when collected and shipped, and at what
price -

Cas scarlet, manufactured at Tunisfrom Spanish wool,
exported in large quantities to the Levant -

Catholic Priests are the cause of the impositions prac-
tised by the Italians, Spaniards, and their servants
on the English -

Cheese of Sardinia made at Ourestan; description of it

Chesnut staves. Vide Saves-

Civita Vecchia is the only port on the western shore of the
Roman state where any considerable business is
done, and there the British imports are very in-
considerable - - -

Clotky the Moors are but indifferent judges of this arti-
cle, and are led by the cheapness of it -
Consuls and Agents, on the necessity of increasing their
number in various parts of the Mediterranean

it isowing to the want of them that
the British have no trade in the Black Sea

in France this is an object of great
attention

the duties of customs would do more
than pay the salaries of all the consuls in the Me-
diterranean - - - -

British consuls shouldbe Britishborn

the establishment of one strongly re-
commended in Sardinia - -

particularly in Calari -

foreigners, when appointed as consuls,
practice great impositions -

instances of such impositions -

Contracts, how made in the Sicilian trade - -

o 2
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Coral, where found, its value - -

Corn from Tunis, principally shipped at Biserta -
-7- duties payable to the Bey thereon

— fluctuation of prices at the different seasons -
— isalways in the greatest demand in Spain, on the

PAGE
139
56

57

58

northern shores of the Mediterranean - 188
— and also in the South of France and the northern
states of I taly - - - 189
Cotton goods in great demand in the Mediterranean - 36
—— aconsiderable article of import from the Morea
and the Levant - - . 176
the Maltese spin it into yarn and export it to
Spain - - 177
the cotton of the Levant isinferior - - ib.
—disadvantages of the present mode of packing - ib.
— double the quantity might be as easily stowed 178
—  the proper mode of packing cottons 179
Currants, mode of packingand shipping - 164,173
those of the M orea are the best - 173
best season for shipping - - 174
first cost - 175
not very liable to damage - - ib.
Customs, thedutiesof customs on importsarevery great
at Calari, in Sardinia, and thereforeit is better to
sell cargoes by sample - - - 109
Drugs, the produce of the M editerranean, ar e profitable
imports - 36
Dunnage. Vide Ship, loading of
Dutiesof customs. Vide Customs,
Earthen-ware in great demand in the Mediterranean - 36
Essence of lemon and bergamot, when made and shipped,
how preserved, and at what prices - - 137
Exchangesbetween Naples and the lest of Europe 162
between Sicily and England . ib.
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Figs dried, where found, how preserved, when shipped,

and general price - - - - 134
Fish, salt, avery considerable import among the Neapo-

litans . - - - 153
Flag, it is essential that every flag should be respected

by other nations, asthe great type of high national

character - - - 22,23
France, the French are sensible of the importance of the
Mediterranean trade - - - 5 6
— —- and have derived great advantages from it, par-
ticularly in the year 1797 5
- is desirousto shut the English out of the Medi -
terranean 9
the increase of consuls is a great object among
the French - - - 38
of the French trade in Tunis 84
Fustic, used for dying yellow - 175
fromwhence shipped, and how - - 174
—— in great demand in England - - - ib.
Genoa, likeVenice, has lost its aristocratic influence 27
Goatskins, method to choose and pack acargo - 106

Gold dust and ivory.  Vide Ivory,
Grain, Scilian, the most abundant product of the country 143
the several sorts, qualities, and prices, and wheie

most in demand - - - - 144

Gravity, centre of.  Vide Ships.

Greeks must be treated with caution . 18
are a numerous people - - ib
are mostly deplorable subjects of the Grand

Signior ib.
have a flag for their merchant ships, but not an
independent one ib.

— - - can only find redress at the Porte, and that but
partially, for the Porte are jealous of them, and
endeavour to reduce them to slavery . - 18,19
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PAGE

Greeks  observe  the law of retaliation 19

—— ae les cautious than the Jews 20
though subjects of the Grand Signior, are not
permitted to trade further west than Tunis, Malta,

and Messina - - - - 149
——theirimportsinto Messina - - ib.

Hemp may be procured in immense quantities at Fieume 191
Hides and wax. Vide Wax
Hoops. Vide Soves.

Jews are numerous in Barbary, in Marseilles, and the
South of France, in Italy, Naples, Sicily, or
Malta, and in the Austrian paits on the Adriatic 15

but not in the seven islands, Mo-

rea and Turkey, norinSyna or Egypt - 16
—were excluded from Piedmont, and are not toler-

ated in Spain, Naples, Sicily, or Malta - 15
—disregard their contracts, without compulsion, 16
— have no flag, but are locally protected - 17
— good business may be done with them, but great

caution must be obseived - - ib.
Invoices stated pro forma, for the trade of Naples 163, 171
Journata company, their privilegesin Tunis - 77
Italians, instances of gross impositions in them and

their servants - 45, 46, 47
Ivory and gold dust are articles of export from Tunis 76

— they are brought from Tombucto, in the interior
of Africa, and sold in exchange for long ells,
coarse woollens, fire-arms, gunpowder, watches,
and hard-ware - - - ib.

Kyas are governors of provinces, and men of the
strictest honour and integrity . . i
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PAGE
Leghorn has long enjoyed most of the English trade of
the Mediterranean - - 189
Lemon, essenceof. VideEssence.
Lemons and oranges, where found, when gathered and
shipped, how packed, and at what prices - 135
Levant Company; none can trade to the Levant with
advantage, without being made a member of that

company - - - -187
Linen rags. Vide Rags.
Linseed 0il. The various qualities and uses - 133
Liquorice paste, where and when made and shipped, and

at what price - - - - 135

Loading a ship. Vide Ships,

Malta, the only English possession in the Mediterra-
nean - - 29

conveniently situated for the eastern trade

of Barbary, Egypt, Syria, the Levant, Morea,

&c. &cC. - ib.
affords excellent accommodation for shipping ib.
is an admirable depot for British and other

mer chandise - - ib.
the ports are not numerous, and it isinconve-

nient to take large shipsfrom port to port - ib.

many small vessels may constantly be employ.
ed in the British trade, and British seamen would
thereby become acquainted with the intricate na-

vigation in the Archipelago - - 30, 31
no necessity, in this trade, to detain the ships
above a month in port - - 30
a prodigious and advantageous trade may be
carried on with this place - - 31
——and the French may be supplanted in the
most valuable part of their commerce - 31

the Greeks cannot trade further west than
Malta, Tunis*, and Messina - - 149
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PAGE
Malta—the Maltese are the most industrious people in
the Mediterranean - - 177
Manna, when gathered, the various qualities, and how
sold . . . . 1 3 2
MarsallaWines. Vide Wines.
Marseilles—the First Consul has piomised to make
this a free port - - - 8,9
Mediterranean Trade has been too much neglected by
the English - - 1
The advantages of embarking in
that trade pointed out - 2
—————The French are sensible of the great
advantages to be derived from this trade, and in
the year 1797 they reaped them considerably - 57
— » « The present is an important period
for the British to establish this trade - 6
, especially as the French are desirous
to shut the English out of these ports 9
Plan for making this commerce
beneficial to England - - - ib.
Reasons why the English are con-
siderable losers by trading on the northern shores
of the Mediterranean - - - 187
a remedy for those losses pointed
out - - - 188
Mediterranean Sea, northern shores, caution should
be used with these inhabitants 21
their flag is but little respected ib.
. Advantages to be derived from Eng-
lish possessions i n these sees - - 29
Malta is now the only one the Eng-
lish holds - , - ib.
Merchants are recommended to go
out in their own vessels trading to the Mediter-
ranean 30
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PAGE

Merchants, strongly invited to enter into the Mediter.
ranean trade - - 29

—which may be made equal to the Weft In-
dia trade - - - - 32
and to go out in their own vessels - 29-172
- aswell as to visit foreign countries - ib.

- ~ . the inconvenience they suffer for want of
consuls 43
Messina, imports of the Greeks into Messina - 159
the port of Messina has too much water - ib.
——— dangers to be guarded against in that port ib,
the best port in Sicily for an assorted Cwirgo 149

the Greeks cannot trade further west than
Messina, Tunis, and Malta - - ib
'Minorca is an important possession to the English S
Modona is a convenient haibour for shipping olive oil 181
Moon are but indifferent judges of cloth - 73
—. their character and mode of traffic - 85
are partial to trading by barter - 90

Morea, the commeice of this country is avery desir-
able object to the English - - 171

. provisions are plentiful and cheap, and money

of more value than in any part of the Mediterra-
nean - ib.
— British goods are in great demand - ib.
observations on this trade - - ib.
produce fit for the English market - 172

a superior sort of olive oil is made in the Morea 181
advantages of trading with the Morea abstract-

edly stated - - - 185
Musauitos are repelled by the use of olive oil - 65
Naples, Gahpoli oil, a principal article of trade 151

oils are the produce of Pulgia and Calabria,
but the Pulgia is the best for the woollen manu-
factures - - . ib,
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PAGE
Naplescils, how bought - - 151
methods of procuring cargoes - 52
exchanges between England and Naples - 162
- forms of invoices - - 163 to 171
National Policy and Economy. Vide Policy of Nations,
Nuts, small, when gathered, how sold, and at what
prices - - - - 134
Oak staves. Vide Staves.
Oil of dlives, a profitable import in the Mediterranean
trade . . 36
o a principal article of exportation from
Tunis, Soliman, and Susa 59
duties payable to the Bey - ib.
Tunisian measure - . ib.
— season foi making the oil - 60
mode of shipping - . ib.
and in England, as Galipoli oil - 62
Susa oil is of the best quality - ib.
— — — contracts for shipping - , ib.
its effect on the human body - 64
a preventative against the plague - 65
also against poisonous reptiles - 66
is made in great quantities in the Morea
and the Archipelago - - - 181
M odona is a convenient harbour for ship-
ping it - - - ib.
—— how shipped, and at what prices - 182
a superior quality of oil ismadein Candia,
Morea, and the Greek islands - - ib.

Oil of linseed. Vide Linseed ail.
Qil Galipoli, a considerable article of trade in Naples 151
. that made at Pulgia is the best for the
woollen manufactures - - ib.
how bought - - . ib,
two methods of proeming cargoes - ib.
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Ostrich Feathers may be bought at Tunis, and they are
sold by weight

Oranges and Lemons, where found, when gathered and
shipped, how packed, and at what prices -

—-— small, dried, when gathered, how packed and
shipped, and at what prices - -

Orchilla Weed, growsabundantly among theruinsof Car-
thage, and on the rocky mountains about Tunis

rendered unfit for the English market,

from the dirt gathered with it

Petrasso, a good port to load a cargo for England
though not a sdfe one
there is aso an accredited British consul
Plague, oil of oliveo is found a preventative in Tunis
Policy of nations, ON THE NECESSITY OF MERCHANTS
BEING WELL ACQUAINTED WITH THE POLITI-
CAL ECONOMY OF FOREIGN NATIONS
Pork, sufficient raay be had of the best quality, to
supply the whole British navy and Gibraltar
Provisions are chegp in Tunis
remarks on victualling ships -
method of curing them in the hottest weather
prime beef for cabbin or private use
Puglla oil is the most esteemed by woollen manufac-
turers -
is much esteemed by the clothiers in France
and Germany . - -
mode of contract for the oil - -

Rags linen, their value and prices

Raisins, mode of packing and shipping . -

Reptiles, venomous, their bite cured by theapplication of
. olive oil . . -
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Reptiles, venomous the scorpions of Tunis are the most
venomous - - - - ib.
salt of the Mediterranean isbest loaded at Calari - 106

salt fish. Vide Fisk.
Sardinia, though afertile and extensive island, has not

for many years had a British Consul - 41
the establishment of one strongly recommended ib,
custom houseat Calari - - 109
necessity of a Bntish consul there - no
— prices of goods in Sardinia - - 113
dutiespayable to the King of Sardinia - 114.115
description of the island and its produce 97

well situated for the commerce of the Mediter-
ranean - - - - ib,
description of the inhabitants 99
—— provisions of all kinds are cheap and good - 103
— Tunny fishery considei able - - ib.
exports from Saidinia - 105
goods proper for this maiket - - 107

Scarlet, the waters of Zuan have a peculiar quality in
thisdye 75
Scorpions, their bite cui ed by theapplication ofolive oil 66
— those of Tunis the most venomous - ib.

Ship, ON THE ECONOMY OF LOADING A SHIP WITH
HEAVY GOODS FOR A FOREIGN VOYAGE 125

the higher the centre of gravity is raised, the easier a

ship will be in all her motions at sea - ib.

Skipping is most materially injuied by long detention in
harbour - 32

Shumac, when gathered, its various qualities, where ship-

ped, and at what price - - - 136
Scily, desenption of this island and its inhabitants 117
exportsfrom Sicily - - - 12s
-———importsinto Sicily - - - 129

—- the custom house - - - - 131
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Skily, the money of - -

— contracts, how made in Sicily - -

exchange between Sicily and England -

Slk, the silk of Naplesisin great demand in France and
Spain

— and that of Reggio and Sambatelli in England

—  they are bought for ready money, and are mostly
wrought by the workmenin Naples

ins of goats and other animals, theirvalue and prices,
mode of packing

Soap made ingreat quantitiesat Tunis

—— washes better than English soap

—  best mode of shipping it - -

—- this hade is confined to few, and why - -

—— very advantageous to the Minorkeens -

——would answer well for British clothiers -

—— sofor the North American market - -

duties payable at Tunis

Soap Surfmn, where made, its various qualities and
puces, where most in demand, and how packed

Spaniards, their former greatness and present decline

Spars are procured in gieat abundance along the whole
coast of Istria - - -

Sponge, wheie found, and where most sdeable in the
Mediterranean - - -

Staves of oak and chesnut, how bought -

—their prices

——how contracted for - -

Sulphur, a profitable import in the Mediterranean trade
Susa, the kyas or governors are men of great probity

Tonnage duty recommended in the commerce with the
Mediterranean -
this duty alone would pay the expences of

the garrison of Malta
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Trieste, athriving port, and more commodious for ship-

ping than Venice *
—-J more convenient for transporting merchandise into
Germany -

—- cands communicating with the Danube are mak-
ing between Trieste and Vienna
— British impoits are very considerable into this
port
— soisWest Indiaproduce -
but not British exports -
— yet British exports for the coasting trade of the
Mediterranean are immense -
Tunis, the most considerable state for commerce in
Barbaiy . . .
—great commerce with the Christian states
—articles of export from Tunis -
. Bisertais the principal port for shipping corn
—— excellent sogp madein Tunis
— gieat quantities of wool exported from Tunis
—its qualitiesin different parts of the kingdom -
—this trade may be made equal to that of Spain
— ivory and gold are aso articles of trade, brought
from the interior of Africa
—hides and wax are dso articles of export
—the severa articles of impoit into Tunis, from
Syria, the Morea, Tripoli, Tiieste, Spain, France,
and Leghorn -
—the Tunisians use great quantities of English
manufacture, which they receive via Leghorn
— Autumn the best season for trade in Tunis
—, for English staples there is aways a demand in
Tunis -
provisions are cheap in Tunis
— current prices of goods in Tunis
current money in Tunis -
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PAGE
Tunis, rates ofexchange between Londoft and Tunis 89
—weightsand measures of Tunis . 920
—- the Greeks cannot trade further west than Tunis,
Malta, and Messina - 149
Tunnyfisheryisvery considerablein Sardinia - 103
description of the Tunny fish, and of the
fishery - - - 104.
Tuscany, the produce of Tuscany proper for the Eng-
lish market, is very trifling - - 190
Valonia, a kind of acorn, its nature, qualities, and uses 182
———how purchased and shipped - - 183
- — — mode of stowing it advantageously - 184
advantages of shipping this article - ib.
Venice, the former splendor and present decline of this
republic - - 25
* e« isnow under the government of Austria, which
forebodes the returning virtue of the people - 27
—— dnce the revolution this trade has declined in
favour of Trieste - - - 161
. trade in the Gulph should be avoided in De-
cember and January, when the winds are frequent
and very violent - - 192
Venomous reptiles are repelled by the use of olive oil
externally - . - 65
Vienna, canals communicating with the Danube are
making between Vienna and Trieste - 191
Wax and hides are articles of export from Tunis under
certain restrictions - 77
Winds, north-east, not very frequent in the Mediter-
ranean - - 63

——are so frequent and so very violent in the Gulph
of Venice in December and January, as to en-
danger the safety of trade - - 192
Wines, the abundant sorts and qualities made in Sicily 143
—— Marsala, its nature and quality. - 145
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Wines, the factory of Messrs. Woedhouse describe 146
— Where mogt incemalhd 147
— of Ngdes the numerous qualities, and how
shipped - . 156, 157
WW, exported from Tunis in great quantities and of
all qualities - 7L
but too foul for the English market ib.
— the French draw on immense profit from the cloth 73
—the growth of Gereed is as fine as the Spanish - 74
— the trade of Tunis may be made equal to that of
Span 75
Wool, Pugha oil most esteemed by thewoollen manu-
facturers - - 153
— of Pulgiamost esteemed by the clothiersin France
and Germany . ib,
mode of contract for this article . ib.
Woollen Goods in great demand- in the Mediterranean 36,
. proper assortments for the Tunisian mar-
kets - - 71, 72
Zuan, 40 miles from Tunis, the waters have a pecu-
liar quality in dying scarlet - * ~ 75

ERRATA.

Page 31, line 23, far than read thae
Page 75, line4, for Luan read Zuan.
Jfoge 188, line 13, far affected read effected®
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