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INTRODUCTION

The (rovernment of Madras took up for consideration the question
of publit?a‘tion of the various manuseripts in different languages on subjects
like Philosophy, Medicine, Science etc., early in May 1948. Important
Manuscript Libraries in the Madras Presidency were requested to send a
list of unpublished manuseripts with them for favour of being considered
by the Government for publication. The Honorary Secretary of the
Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's Sarasvati Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone
complied with this request. This list as well as a similar list of unpub-
lished manuscripts in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, were carefully examined and a tentative selection of manuseripts
suitahle for publication was made. The Government in their Memo-
randum No. 34913/48-10, Education, dated 4-4-1949 constituted an expert
Comimittee with the Curator of the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras, as the Secvetary, for the final selection of manuseripts
suitable for printing and for estimating the cost of publication. The follow-
ing are the members of the Committee.

1. Sri T. M. Narayanaswamy Pillai, M.A., B.L.,
2 5, R. P. Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.,
3. ,, C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A., B.L.,
4. ,, R. Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki),
5. Dr. N. {enkataramanayya, M.4., Ph.p.,
6. Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M.a. L.7.,
7 ,, V. Prabhakara Sastri,
8. ,, N. Venkata Rao, M.a.,
9. ,, H. Sesha Ayyangar, »
10. ,, Masthi Venkatesa Ayyangar, M.A.,

11. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, M.4., L.1.,
12.  Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B.a., Ph.p.,
18. ., C. Kunhan Raja, M.a., D. Phil.,

14. » A. Sankaran, M.a., Ph.D., r.T.,

156. Sri P. S. Rama Sastri,

16. ,, S. K. Ramanatha Sastri,

17. Dr. M. Abdul Haq., M.A., D. Phil, (Oxon).
18. Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakimn Khadar Ahamed,
19. Sri P. D. Joshi,

20. ,, S. Gopalan, B.A., B.L.,

21. ,, T. Chandrasekharan M.a., T.T.

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-Committees for
the various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam,
Mahrathi and Islamic Languages. They met during the month of May
1949 at Madras and at Tanjorve to examine the manuscripts and make a
selection, The recommendations of the Committee were accepted by the



Government in G. O. No, Mis. 2745 Education dated 31-8-1949 and they
decided to call these publications as the Madras Government Oriental Series,
and appointed the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
Madras, as the General Editor of the publications. The fSllowing
manuscripts have been taken up for publication during the current year.

“A” From the Government Oriental I&an’us-
cripts Liibrary, Madras.

TAMIL
Kappal gattiram.
Anubbava Vaidya Murai.
Attanakolahslam.
Upadésa Kandam.
Colan Parva Pattayam.
Konga Déds Rijikkal.
§ivajnana Dipam.
Sadadiva Rapam, with commentary.

TELUGU
Sengitaratnikaramu.
Ausadha Yogamulu,

Vaidya Nighantu.
Dhanurvidya Vilasamu.
Yoga Dardana Visayamu.
Kbhadga Laksana giropani.

e N

o oo

SANSKRIT
Visanaraysniyam.
Bhargava Nadika.
Hariha.ra,ca,turan'gam.
Brahma Satra Vrtti Mitaksara.
Nyayasiddhanta Tattvanrtam.

MALAYALAM
Garbha Cikitsa.
. a. Vastulaksanam.
b. gilpadastram.
¢, Silpavisayam.
8. Mabhasaram.
4. Kanakkusaram.
5. Kriyakramam.

KANNADA
1. Lokopakars.
2. Rattamata.
8. Diksabodhe
4. Advasastram,

B
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5. a. Xwsadhagalu.

b. Vaidyavisaya.
6. Sangita Ratnikara.
7. Sitpadastra.

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES
Jamil-al-Ashya.
Tibb-E-Faridi.
Tahqig-Al-Buhran.
Safinat-Al-Najat.

L

From the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji's

Sarasvati Mahal Library, Tanjore.

TAMIL
Sarabhéndra Vaidya Murai. (Diabetes).
—Do— (Eyes).
Agastiyar 200
Koﬁkaga.rs’ara.kku Vaippu.
Tiruccitrambalakkovaiyar, with Padavurai.
Kalacakram,
Talasamudram,
8. Bharatanatya.
9. a. Pandikela Vilasa Natakam.
b. Puriirava Cakravarti Natakam.
¢. Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam.

Nompk o

d. Percy Macqueen’s Collection in the Madras Univer-

sity Library on Folklore.
10, Ramayyan Ammanai.

11. Tamil Padalkal including Pattinattir Venbi and

Vannanka].

TELUGU
1. Kamandakanitisaramu.
2. Taladasipranapradipika.
3. a. Raghunatha Nayaka Abhyudayamu.
b. Rajagopala Vilasamu.
4. Ramayanamu, by Katta Varadaraju.

MAHRATHI

1. Nityadastra Sangraba.

2. a. Book of Knowledge.
b. Folk Songs.
c. Dora Dariin Véni Paddhati.
d. Advasa Catula Dumani.

8. a. Pratapasimhéndra Vijaya Prabandha.
b. garabhéndra Tirthavali.



c. Lavani.

Dévéndra Kuravanji.

Bhakta Vilas.
. §l6ka Baddha Ramayana.

SANSKRIT

1. Asvasastra with Tricolour illustrations.
2. Rajamrganka.
8. Cikitsamrtasagara.
4. Ayurvedamsahodadhi,
5.
6.

S &k

Gitagovinda Abhinaya.
a. Colacampu.
b. Sahendra Vilasa.
7. Dharmakatam - Sundara Kanda
8. Jatakasara
9. Visnutattvanirnayavyakhya.
10. Sangita Darpana.
11. Bijjapallava. -
It is hoped that the publication of most of the important manus-
cripts will be completed within the next four years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication ave represented
by single copies in the Library and consequently the mistakes that are
found 1n them could not be corrected by comparing them with other
copies. The editors have, however, tried their best to suggest correct
readings. The wrong readings are given in round brackets and correct
readings have been suggested in square brackets. When different read-
ings are found, they have been given in the foot notes except in the case
of a few books in which the correct readings have been given in the foot
note or incorporated in the text itself.

The Government of Ma lras have to be thanked for financing the
entire scheme of publication although there is a drive for economy in all
the departments. My thanks are due to the members of the Expert
Committee who spared no pains in selecting the manuseripts for publi-
cation. I have also to thank the various oditors, who are experts in their
own field, for readily consenting to edit the manuscripts and see them
through the Press. The various Presses that have co-operated in printing
the manuscripts in the best manner possible also deserve my thanks for the
patience exhibited by them in carrying out the corrections made in the
proofs.

The present edition is based on the following manuscripts.

1. A palm-leaf manuseript in the Government Oriental
Manusecripts Library, bearing D. No 589, which is 164 x 1 1/8 inches in
size consisting of 523 pages having 8 linesin a page. It is written in
Tamil characters.

2. A palm-leaf manuseript in the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, 10 x 1} inches in size containing 639 pages of 10
& 11 lines to & page. The condition of the work is good. It is described
under D. No. 538.

Reference is to be made to the good work done by
8ri V. R. Kalyanasundaram, Pandit of this Library for going through
the proofs.

. . T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
Govt. Oriental Manuscripts l Curator
and
Library, Madras - 5. General Editor, Madras Govt, Oriental Series,



PREFACE

Out of the Eighteen Puranas, ten relate to Siva and Skandam
is one of them. gankara Sambhitai one of the six parts of Skandam
Consists of seven Kandams. The first six of these, namely, ‘Urpattj
Kindam’, ‘Asura Kandam’, 'Mahéndra Kandam’, ‘Udda Kandam’,
‘Déva kandam’, and ‘Daksa Kindam' were rendered into Tami]
Verse by a very great devotee of Muruga by name “ Sri Kacciyappa
givacarya” who lived in Conjeevaram about the twelfth century:
This Tamil version is known as ‘ Kanda Purmaam”’. It consists of
10,346 stanzas, and it is a standard work much esteemed by Tamij
scholars both for its exquisite style and matter. The seventh
Kindam *“ Upadééa Kandam', was rendered into Tamil Verse by
Koneriappa Mudaliar a disciple of Kacciyappa givacairya. This
work consists of 4,300 and odd stanzas and was published in 1913.

The present work which has not yet seen the light of the day
is another version of the same Upadésa Kandam by a different
author, by name, Gnana Varodayar who lived about the beginning of
the fifteenth century. The author Gnana Varodayar, as his work
reveals, is an author of vast erudition and is a great devotee of Lord
Muruga. It would appear from what is stated about him in the
Pudukkottai State Manual, that he, while yet a boy, received the
Grace and Blessings of God Subramanya at Vayalur a sacred shrine
six miles west of Trichinopoly. This work (2600 and odd stanzas in
number) gives in detail, firstly, the previous history of the three Asuras,
girapadma, Singamukha, and Taraka, and also of their sister Ajamuki
and mother Maya. It then deals with the sgcrednessof Vibithi (the
sacred ashes), Rudréksam (the sacred beads, Pancaksara the
sacred Mantra of diva) and giva-nama. It next deals with the
sacredness of giva Vratams, giva Purinams, giva Dharmam and giva
Pija, and also with evils resulting from gdiva Droha: and lastly it
briefly touches upon Vedanta and gaiva Siddhanta Philosophy.
Under ‘giva Pija’ the ten avatars of Visnu and the story of Bana.
sura are mentioned in brief. The several subjects dealt with have
been profusely illustrated by apt and interesting stories. The work
deserves the greatest admiration alike for the the loftiness of the sub-
jects dealt with and for the excellence of the poetry, which the author
has been able to command. Being a great sage and poet and a
scholar well versed in both Tamil and Sanskrit, he is very rich in his
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vocabulary, and the graphic way in which he depicts natural objects
deserves admiration. 1n order that the work may be read with
interest not only by Tamil scholars but also by the general public,
a prose version has been added in brief at the head of each chapter.
1t can confidently be stated that this work will be a welcome addition
to the Saivite and Tamil literature and the Government have to be
congratulated on having rendered a piece of real service to the
Tamil and Saivaite literature by the publication of this work-

1t is my duty to thank in this connection,

(1) ‘Pulavar Arasu’ for the great help he rendered to me in
bringing this book in as correct a form as possible, in all directions.

(2) ‘Rao Saheb M. Ragava lyyangar for the valuable infor-
mation which he gave me about the author of this work.

(3) Sri T. Chandrasekhar, M. A, L. T. Curator, Oriental
Mss. Library for the ready help which he was giving me in assuring
the neat and speedy execution of the work. How happy also 1 feel
in humbly thanking my Lord Sri Muruga for His Grace in putting
me on this holy work.

Madras }

V. S. Chengalvaraya Pillai.
23-2-1950 ,
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