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ginal, and that an indifferently written one, T was ill prepared
therefore to reproduce atext. To make up for my deficiencies I
have consulted and compared many other histories, and some
dozens of maps. But all existing maps of the Punjab, Kash-
mir, Thibet, Afghanistan, and the countries bordering the
N. W. Frontier of India proper, are extremely defective; and
though I have spared no pains to insure accuracy, I have not
succeeded as well as I could have wished. In following the
course of the Rivers of the Panjab, and fixing the orthography
of many of the places in this part of India and the neighbour-
ing countries, I have been much assisted by Mr. Edward
Clive Bayley, and with his further kind aid, and theexplorations
which,—at the instance of Majors Walker and Montgomery
in communication with the Asiatic Society of Bengal—are
about to be made through native agents, in these wild and
Imperfectly known regions, I hope, should another Edition of
this work be required, to be able to make it more accurate in
this respect-
W. NASSAU LEES.

CoLLEGE oF Forr WiLLIAM,
1st Marchl871.
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should be made for it. Sobhan Rai made use of other works
besides those he mentions, especially the Aeen Akbari, which
he quotes on most occasions when he differs from the author
as to measurements and distances. His work is altogether
a most excellent compilation, and i should be very glad to
see a good edition of the Persian text published. Parts of
it would be well worth translating into English. The late
Sir Henry Elliot includes it in the list of those general
histories he recommended for publication ; and as a proof of
the estimation in which it is held by natives, I may mention
that the author of the Siyar al- Motaqaddamin wa al- Mota-
akhkharin, has transferred the whole of his account of the
Hindoo Kings of India to his pages, verbatim, without even.
once mentioning Sobhan Rai’s name. Indeed this gentleman
and Sher Ali Afsos, would secem to have made common cause
in plundering the modest and unassuming Sobhan Rai ; and if
these lines serve no other purpose, they afford me the satisfac-
tion of restoring to him the things that are his.

Sher Ali has brought down his translation only to the end
of the Hindoo Kings of India. As far asit goes it is truthful,
The style throughout, however, is not equal ; the first half of
the book being written with considerable elegance, while the
latter half is translated literally, and in very plain Hindoostani
To this I should have had no objection, had the translator
been more critical ; but throughout the book, so little attention
has been paid to accuracy in proper names, that, as
history, the Calcutta editions are almost worthless. The book
having been in use in 1ndia for half a century, and baving
gone through several editions, I was quite unaware, when I
commenced my task, that any thing remained for me to do
but to compare the sheets with the old editiou as they passed
through the Press. Having but one manuscript of the ori-
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The author has arranged his materials in the following
order :—

Part I. A general description of Hindoostan ; its seasons,
fruits, and flowers; its animals; the learniug of the people ;
religious mendicants and holy men ; the military classes; its
women : Part II. The different divisious of the Country ; the
capitals of Delhi and Agra; the So obahs of Allahabad, Awadh,
Bihar, Bengal, Orissa, Awrangabad, Berar, Khandes, Malwa,
Ajmir, Gujrat, Thatha, Moltan, Labore Kashmir, Kebul,
Part TII. The Kings of India, the Pandoos, Raja Parichhit
Raja Janmijai, the Kings of the Pandoos, Raja Bir Bikra-
majit, other Rajas, Raja Prithhi Raj, commonly called
Pathoora, Part IV. The Mohammadan Conquerors and
Sovereigns of India, from Mahmood of Ghaznin to Alamgir,
commonly called Awrang-zeb.

In compiling the jfourtk part of his History, Sobhan Rai
cousulted the following works ; the Life of Mahmood of Ghaz-
nin, by Oasari; the Life of Shahab al-Din Ghori: the Life of
Alao al-Diu Khilji; the Tarikh i Firozshahi, by Izz al-Din: the
Turikhi Afaghanah, by Hosain Khan Afghan : the Zufar Namah ;
the Timoor Namah in verse, by Iatili : the Tarikh ¢ Babari;
the Akbar Namah ; the Tarikh Akbar Shaki, by Ata Beg
Kazwini; the Akbar Namah ; the Tabagat i Akbari; the
Igbal Namah i Jahangiri; the Jahangir Namah ; the Tarikh
Shahjahani of Waris Khan; the Tarikh i Alamgiri by Mir
Mobammed Kazim; the Tarikh ¢ Kashmir translated from
Kasbmeri into Persian, by Shah Mohammad, Shahabadi. The
first named history would be most valuable for the elucidation
of the first period of the Mohammadan history of Tndia, as
the portions of the Tarikh i Aali Soboktakin, which treat on
the subject, and which are only contemporary authority we
have, have been lost ; but no copy is known to exist. Scarch



translation of the Sinhasan Batlisi; the Padmawat, an account
of the affairs of Raja Ratan Sen the ruler of Chitor, who made
war on Alao al-Din King of Delhi, on account of his wife
-Padmawati (?) ; the Rajawali, written in Hindiby Misr Bidya
Dhar, and translated into Persian, by Nathoo (?) ; Ram one of
the most able disciples. of Gosain Wali (?); and the Ruajtarangini
.of Pundit Ragunath, translated by Mawlana lmad al-Din.
European Scholars have since had aecess to all these works
in original ; but the fact of Sobhan Rai having consulted the
best and most authentic sources within his reach, instead of
copying, without verification or personal research, the state-
ments of other writers, as many before and since his period
have done, is creditable to his character as a historian. ¢ This
book” says he “1 have named the Kholasat ol-Tawarikh.
The language and coraposition are all my own, In compiling
it, I have stolen nothing from any other book; but what ¢
have written, I have written myself,—~according te the best
of my ability and talent. I have scattered appropriate
verses here and there,—some,” the effort of my own poor
genius,—many, stanzas from the poems of celebrated poets
which I recollected, and which appeared suitable to the
occasion.”” Lower down he continues: “ But since no son of
Adam, however g.ifted, is, by reason of his nature, free from
faults, should the writers of the day, and the exalted persoaages
who may read this book, find, in any part of it, either the
style, or any of the allusions it contains, not to their taste, or -
the account of the Kings, or the chronological order of events,
not in accordanee with their ideas on the subject, or the
arrangement of the compilation objectionable, or the composi~
tion inelegant, I trust they will not make the short comings
af this most. humble individual the subject of ridicule, but
kindly aud generously pass over and conceal his faults,”
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of its people differ from those of the people of Islam,—and
in this country I have been umnable to find any one suffi
ciently well acquainted with its history,—I am reduced to
depeudénce on the accounts of travellers and others, and
some extracts from the compilation of Aboo Raihan al-Birooni,
the servent, the philosopher; and astronomer of Mahmood, son
of Soboktakin, who lived for forty years in India, and who has
related every thing connected with the Religions, Astronomy,
Laws, and Psychology of the people, the height and density of
their mountains, their deserts, rivers, cities, manners, customs,
&c.” Before al-Birooni’s time, India, to all Mohammadan his-
torians seems to have been a sealed book. Indeed Faizi'is
supposed to have been the first Moslim who mastered Sans-
krit: but thisis a mistake. The Emperor Akbar, however
caused many good books to be translated from the Sanskrit
juto Persian, and these the author of the Kholasat ol- Tawarikh
has consulted. From his name, I assume he was of a
Hindoo family and it isstated in the Manuscript I have
used, that he was a good Sanskrit scholar ; but I do not think,
ig it true. He does not himself lay claim to such knowledge ;
but, on the contrary, he states that he obtained all his in-
ormation second hand, or from the Persian translations

abBove alluded to.

Of these he gives ue, in his preface, the following list
The Razm Namah, a translation of the Mahabharat
made uuder the jsuperintendence of Nakib Khan by Abd
al-Kadirof Badaon, and Shaihk Mohammad Soltan of Thanesar
with an introduction by Aboo al-Fazl; the Ramayan, translated
by the same : the Hari Bans, or the Life and Times of Sree
Krishna &c., translated by Molla Sheri ; the Sree Mat Bhagavat,
and Joy Basishth, translated by order of the Prince Dara Shikoh
by Shaikh Hhumad and other learned men ; the Gol Afshan, a
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his tory, he says, for two years, and completed it in the fortieth
year of the reign of Alamgir, corresponding with the year
1107, of the era of the Flight. The History, however, has been
“carrid down to the end of this reign by some other hand. 1n
his preface the author gives us a list of twenty standard works,
as the Authorities from which he has derived his facts, and the
particular in which his history differs from most other histories
of the Mohammadan period, is the evident pains he has taken to
give as accurate au account of the geography and the Hindoo
Kings of India, as the materials available wonld permit. It
is singularly to be regretted that the earlier Mohammadan
Historians of India paid so tittle attention to this portion
of the subject. Had they done so, it is impossible to say
what light might not have been thrown on much that is
now obscure, by the view af past events obtained some cen-
guries earlier. But it was not till the reign of Akbar, that
any attempt appears to have been made by the Mohammadan
Sovereigns of India to make themselves acquainted with
the history of their predecessors—the ancieut Kings ot
India. Asfor the Arabs, they would seem to have kunown
less of India than the Greeks. Rashid al-Din (died A. H. 718)
in his great work, the Jami al-Tawarikh, has devoted a
chapter to India; but he was indebted, in a great measure, to
al-Birooni, who wrote in the beginning of the eleventh century,
and whose work is perhaps the only early Mohammadan
source from which any valuable information regarding India,
is to be obtaincd.* In the opening of the chapter on Indiay’
Rashid al-Din says “ Since-the length and breadth of India. is
very great—and the Kings and Princes of that cbuntry are
very numerous,—and the religions, manners, and customs

# Itis gratifying to record that an edition of the text of this grest work is in
course of completion, under the editorship of prefessors Wopke whose researches
have placed the Arab’s knowledge of mathematics in a new light.
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late. The motive, in most cases, is a dishonest one. It is to
sink, in a measure, the author in the translator—to rob the
former of his just merit. Nor is Sher Ali Afsos an exception
to the rule. The Araish-i Mahfil, was presented to the public
as an original compilation, and eutitled; “ A history in the
Hindoostanee Language of the Hindoo Princes of Dihlee,
from Joodishtur to Pathoura, compiled from the Knoowra.
sur oor-Hinp, and other Authoriiies’’ Mr. Shakespear in
the preface to his Selectious, always calls Sher Ali the Author,
and speaks of the correct and interesting information he
has furnished Yet, notwithstanding he has suppressed the
author’s preface, and in his own audaciously asserted thag
his work is not a translation all that in fairness this
dishonest translator can be permitted to lay claim to, are
the errors with which his so called compilation ls disfigured.
He further, as his reason for compiling this history, adds,
that as there is no certainty in human life, and we daily see
whole families become extinct, “the best way of transmit-
ting one’s name to posterity is by books and compositious.”
The Araish-i Mahfil has not, I am afraid, answered Sher
Ali’s expectations, for while the original deservedly takes
rank, as one of the best histories of India that has been
compiled, its identity having been lost in the change of
name, the translation has simpiy retained a place among
the many fairy tales and other similar compositions which
form the staple of Oordoo or Hindoostani prose literature, and
whose chief and ouly merit consists in the language in which
they are written. ‘

The Persian original of this work, which is entitled the
Kholasat ol-Tawarikk and not the Kholasat ol-Hind as stated
on the title page of the Araish-l Makfil, was compiled by
Moonshi Sobhan Rai, of Patialah. He was occupied on his



PREFACE.

Tur Araisk-i Mahfil, or the «“ Ornament of the Assembly”
as this title imports, has long been a text Book in the College
of Fort William. It was translated from the Persian by Mir
Sher Ali Afsos, head Moounshi of the Hindoostani Department
in the year 1803, for the use of the students of the College.
Sher Ali was one of the most elegant writers of his day, His
writings, therefore, as regards style and composition, have
always been considered standard Oordoo; and, as such, this
work has retained a place in the literature of the East. I
am not aware, however, that down to the present day, any
one has $upported that the Araish-i Mahfil had any other
intrinsic merit. A second Edition appeared in 1848, and
a large portion of the work was published in London
by Mr. Shakespear in his Hindoostani Selections, But so
little care was bestowed on the Indian editions, that the
errors of the first, appear in the second; and though in
the editing of the London edition, the original would seem
to have been frequently cousulted, sufficient value does
not appear to have been attached to the work, to induce
the editor to take such pains with his task as are necessary
to the founding of a good text.* Indian authors and transla-
tors have many bad habits. One that is common to the

latter, is that of changing the titles of the works they tran-

* In arranging the leaves of the first edition, the binder inverted a leaf (pp.
27, 28) and in the second Caleutta Edition no notice, whatever has been taken of
this accident. In the London Edition it has not been corrected, but a faw words

have been added, to try and_make sense.
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