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PREFACE

A Novel in the sense in which it is understood in English is not
familiar to the Kanarese-speaking public. I was therefore induced
to undertake the translation of the present work, ‘which is a novel
by the well-known Bengali Novelist of the day—Babu Bankim
Chander Chatterji.

The original Bengali work, of which this is a translation, has
been translated into English and published under the distinguished
patronage of Lord Lytton. '

The works of Babu Bankim Chander Chatlerji are many, and
one of them, ‘‘Visha Vriksha’® has since been translated into
English by Mrs. Mariam S. Knight, and published with a preface
by Mr. Edwin Arnold, C.S.I.  Mr. Edwin Arnold introduces our
author to the English public in these words: * The author is Babu
Bankim Chatterji, a native gentleman of Bengal, of superiorintellec-
tual acquisitions, who ranks unquestionably as the first living writer
of fiction in his Presidency. His renown is widespread among the
Native readers, who recognize the truthfulness and power of his
descriptions. Allowance being made for the loss which an original
author cannot but sustain by the transfer of his style and method
into another language and system of thought, it will be confessed,
I think, that the reputation of * Bankim Babu’ is well deserved,
and that Bengal has here produced a writer of true genius, whose
vivacious invention, dramatic force_ and purity of aim, promise well
for the new age of Indian vernacular literature. ’’

Such being the reputation of the author among the English
public, I need not apologize for introducing him to our Kanarese-
speaking public. But I beg that my kind readers will not judge
of the merits of the original work from my poor attempt to render
it into our vernacular, which is much behind the times. I hope

they ‘‘will not measure by the scale of perfection the meagre
product of reality. *’
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I am deeply indebted to Babu Bankim Chander Chatterji for
his kind permission to publish this translation.

I hope my kind readers will show me the same indulgence
and give me the same encouragement as they have done in respect
of my previous works.

My thanks ate due to my friend Mr. Gundappa for his great
help to me in getting up this work.

Yadehally, } B. VENCATACHARYA.
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" Bankim Chandra Chatterjee was unquestionably the greatest
novelist that India has ever produced. No other writer has done

so much to improve the style and to raise the tone of Bengali
literature. His severe criticism on the worthless and ephemeral
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productions of so many of his fellow country-men, his fearless
exposure of the fault, and shortcomings of Hindu Social life and
of the evils arising from a corrupt and superstitious form of Hindu
religion have brought about a complete evolution in the History of
Bengali literature.

He was himselt a vigorous author. His works display a wouder-
ful power of description of human life and character, which render
them so deeply interesting and instructive * * * *

Towards the close of his life Bankim Chandra appeared as an
advocate of a reformed system of Hindu Religion and a tcacher of
the sublime philosophy of the Bhagavadgita. His ‘Krishna Charitra’
or Life of Krishna, which was first published in 1886, is by many
considered to be his finest work. * & * * * ™

Bankim Chandra was also an able exponent of intellectual and
scientific research. He was himself a perfect master of the Eunglish
language, as well as of Sanskrit. * * * * * *

The story (Krishna-Kanta’s Will) is written with much dramatic
force, tragic indeed, but enlivened by passages of humoious de-
scriptions. The moral lesson intended to he conveyed is obvious—in
fact the chief aim of the author inall his works appears to have been
to promote the amelioration of Hindu Society and to teach the vital
importance of a reliance on religious principles in the affairs of life.”
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* Thy sounding bangles, wench, resign,
Lest they the tell tales play.
Thy foes they are, sweet lady mine,
For dal’ance restless they,
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Durgesha Nandini
OR
The Chieftain’s Daughter

“I'he excellence of the works of Bankim Chander, the Bengalee
novelist of world-wide fame, has been acknowledged by persons of
high literary merit and his works have been translated into many
languages, Kuropean and Indian. In view both to enrich the
Kannada hterature and to regale the minds of the reading public,
Mr. B. Venkatachar has translated almost all of Bankim Chander’s
wortks and has sent us his revised edition of Durgesha Nandinz.
It is a novel based on historical facts and abounds with events of
a most chivalrous character. The plot is clever and the sequel
happy; and the reader of this excellent wortk can scarcely fail to
perceive ats beauty.  The object of the author in writing this is
evidently to elevate the minds of his readers and to ennoble their
thoughts and this has been done successfully. ‘The work is further
replete with truisms always worth keeping in view. The hero Jagat
Simha and the heroine Tilottame sustain their character excellently
well and Vimala plays her part in a splendid manner and avenges
her lord in a wonderfully clever way. But Aisha towers above all
and is a perfect model of her sex.

“T'he translator 1s seen at his best when he exhibits his
descriptive faculty and both passion and pang have been depicted
in a most lively way. He has eairned, and deservedly, a high
reputation as a Canarese writer and the diction and style of the
work under revieW "dre excellent and the copious admixture of
Sanskrit lends to 1t a dignity rarely to be excelled. People of
either sex who wish to enlighten their minds should not neglect to

read Durgesha-Nandini.’
— e Mysore Times.
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