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PREFACE.

Most of the works in Kannada
( Kanarese ), whether poetry or prose,
are either expansions or contractions of
our two great cpics, Ramayana and Maha-
bharata. Almost every work has for its
theme some incident from either of these
two immortal works. The object in having
the same field for the choice of subjects
may be to sing the praises of the ideal
and popular heroes in so many different
forms, for the edification equally of the
learned and the unlearncd. While this
repetition is laudable on the one hand, it
has, on the other, all the short comings
of mere imitation without originality; dry-
ness without curiosity, and a mental cramp
without intecllectual liberty. The question
is whether such pitfalls cannot be avoided
by transferring the attention from those
ideal heroes and heroines to a conception
of characters of our daily life, which in
their nature and in their deeds, more
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or less approach the ideal Rama and
Seetha, Yudhistira and Droupadi. Deifi-
cation is a personification of all virtues
minus all vices; and the vicissitudes of
human life in their case are beyond con-
ception and border on the ludicrous. If
on the other hand human beings are.
invested with a character which approaches
the bheroes and heroines of the great,
epics, the effect is very great and the
nearer such approach, the grcater will be
our admiration. The deified heroes should
be our rules of Grammer and ordinary
human beings with an elevated conduct
should be the examples.

In this view 1 tried my best to con-
ceive certain persons who lived at a
time much nearer to ours. From a cen-
tral grain of an incident which is reportcdl
to have been actual, the story is expanded
and great attention is paid to the develop-
ment of characters in different stages|
What appear to be digressions are not
loose events which mar the unity, but are

mere collateral incidents of the main plot,
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Official corruption and its momentous con-
sequences, village faction and its evils,
the Court of His Highness Krishnaraja
Wodeyar 111 the late Maharaja of Mysore
and his fabulous genercsity, the court jester:
the credulous villagers, the story of a
chaste woman, Suttee, insanitary condi-
tion of wvillages in olden times, treatment
of a daughter-in-law by a mother-in-law
of a mother-in-law by a daughter-in-law,
the Village Schoolmaster and his cruelty,
his treatment by the pupils, his horrid
ingratitude, a philosophic view of corporal
punishment, its effect on the ecducation
of the rising genecration, hypocrisy and
its secrct misdecds, a sincerc and distorted
description of genuine heauty. the meanest
and the most reprchensible attempt to
seduce ideal chastity, a nefarious practice
of electrobiology, the indiscreet levity
of a mad cap and the ludicrous portion
of his conversation, the autobiography

of a burglar, an awe inspiring incident
on a cremation ground, a miracle worked
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by a wonderful sorcerer, and his unselfish-
ness, other minor matters, and the moral
tone intended to pervade from the
beginning to the end: have all been treated
of in their proper places.

Here I stop leaving the public to form their
own opinion about this performance. I have
to thank my friends Messrs. K Lakshminara-
naiya B.A.,Sub Judge, Bangalore; R. Raghu-
natha Rao B.A.,, Dist. School Head Master
(Retired); B. Basavaradhya B.A., B.L.., Town
Magistrate, Mysore; and M. R amaswamayya
B.A,Assistant, Office of the Inspector Genceral.
of Education, Bangalore; for kindly hearing
the work read out to them.1 shall not be doing
my duty if I forget to thank publicly
M. Shama Rao Esqr. M.A., Rao Bahadur*
for all his earnest endeavours to further thé"!
cause of Education and for the wholesomel
influence he has been cxercising and the
encouragement he has been giving to create
a healthy literature in Kannada for the
impirovement of the masses.

Basavanagudi, Z
BANGAILORE.

M. S. PUTTANNA.
31st January IQI§ )
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