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PREFACE

1 have been asked to write a preface to this book
entitled “The Music Master” just about to be published
by Mr. S. N. Handas. 1 possess no special qualifica-
tions for tims honour and my only excuse for accepting
it is that 1 have been an ardent lover and u keen devotee
of Hindustam music. From a very long time Hindustani
music has been a sealed book 1o the Kanarese knowing
public and there have been few publications in Kanarese
either 10 describe s {heory or to unravel the mysteries
and intricacies of s pmactical application. I have often
witnessed and have ofien been myself perplexed by the
repeated requests of (e audience to sing Kanarese songs.
For the dearth of classic compositions in the Kanarese
language adapted .o 1industani Ragas is most striking.
This book however 1~ an attempt to supply the above
need for hgw compoations in pure Hindustani Ragas.
The book gives an elementary theory of Hindustani
Music and contans Kunarese songs in 20 popular Ragas.
The begimner will find the book very useful and instructive;
but w must be stated that no book on Music can
independently ake the place of a teacher; 1t can only
act as a guide and serse to refresh the memory.

*“Dheen Villa"’ 1
Hegsman Rd.,

New Mambalam, j N. M. Adyanthaya.

Madras.
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